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roferrqd .to b5r Harny And'or

i ,r...H"L mlxed-blooded chiLdrfeil. r .1l4d.o substantial contrlbutions
iti'irr"[opJ="ti"n oi'eo;""-"mujn! rg{r,14 policy.anp*S t}? l-i?Y* , ,

"ia"ii[irIi".iii6;; #";-ih;.; JrIy ].8?or s' oru^rai'd..' iltE wes thls
illn!;F-e"[l"uttot tft*t aev{Iofed. tJre vltatr flnction of
ilG;;[rcfiils E s1i. sh to Lakgt, 3+d vlce:vels3.!?.-1 ""T l*.,q:

'!
.j

the S

his w!.fe
: ii,:

Mtrtchell

s of thoir

.:
..1:., . .

iVelLandnesr,forrnd ln
.i.t.

hletony of Sorrthi u*t ota tn

the l83orisrl'sp"nt'the'last twent{i V"*o" of hls lLfo: I[ving with

and.

i.
i1:

amily comf,or"tablY;.
i'.

ti--theln fathon!s

.so ,thef the ehlldnen cou].d neoeive.en educatilon. A daugirte:r,
' l i ,.
,.1iatrrirnnetl to tl.e. lront Lar"arirle are& and. asslsted in the schools.

fonnial sohoollng, .-fi:raIIy raade It possLble ror Ene

to t*roul accu"lrateiy qnd ln detaiL what wap g-ofng I-o
to-tdb'm r:nden goveinnient poXicy changes, ald fo1.llre
o be ,abtre to c onraunidate lntelugontly on the attitu,l;;;;t=-iUo-f" 1o to e 6nrauni{ate lnte.I1lgont1y on the attitudes

l"I-iif"l-Itdl*tts to the conmrlqsLoner ln Washlngton,. If this-
iil ;;[i ;;;#d;d-as a sigFlftgg!! aecomprtshmerntei eTamino the
i .Iririb;#d Iansp;se 'of-the ireZ6 trealy, 9r the. [BB_9 land
iaorlamolxt.,,alxl f,ry-to imagi.ne under the old systpm how-i.bEitreh-woula hav6 beq+ tfie.ltrans].allg3 "l F"q]]ll 1d:3"- ;

i;ha-GF*fn|log:y lnto Sloux larrns amd thouglrt pattonn? bY a
l".rfffLerate tfri. t rader wtrosdi natlve tongue, and. upbnlnglng
iuas ualotcally Frenoh". rrt li i

1' Autotne Qullmette r ls
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,perpetuatoal t/.r the Chicago subun! of Wllmotte--Livecl tn Fronch

iVfffngu fn [tfrb€ arly 1850rs. Wend the Wilrnets tped of tho

i*"."fr*rt"rri ltfe of theln Pottawit,amio bnothons tn Kansas?

i i :,lnrfa"rrlitlyr: French Vtll-agehad lts beginning tn extremo north-

).;ilili
i:l:i':i
,perpetuatoal ttr the Chicago subun! of Wllmotte--Livecl tn Fronch

iVfffngu fn [tfrbo arly 1850rs. Wend the Wilrnets tped of tho

i*"."fr*rt"rri ltfe of theln Pottawit,amio bnothons tn Kansas?

i i 
:,in"ra""lp1yr: French Vtll-agehad lts beginning tn extremo north
I | : I 

ourL, {rout truo mtlos south of pnosent
,weqt iatchlspn CountY; Mlss - i

,Hr*o[oe, lofu".: I Joseph Bnenard ({osslbly ry 1B3h) naa sottled thore
:li
whtld the cpr-mtry was yet huntfni grounds for tlre Iowa and otoe

1832 and 1833 grena:rd. had been employed by the Ilnited'
!

t as a striko:: tci the blacksmith for t1-e gmatra,

otoe and.Mibsor:rl Ind5.ans. In 1836, Bnenard fitrnished corn for

these same findtans, suggestlng hq had b'y then ostab]-ished himself

as a farmenl, Urr"rt Lf he had subicontracted, he must ?rave been---l-r
f-ooklne forl a markot fon a portlcin of hLs own crops; and theLooklne fo:rl

quost-ion befomes ong as to hoo long he would havo beon fanm5-ng
I

i

beforo he.had a surPlus. ;t;':i, Mone cbncrete evLdence as to when Barenard came tc gh.e Nanrows-i
ii

'J." f1*rrtshqfl by hls estato lnvontiony mad.o 5n July LBLz, which shows
;!-,

. :i.
a note for i{FI6.50 due December 2!, LB37 from Capt. John Gantt (t79O-

--- t- i
:

l8lr9). It [s Xnor,rn that Gax]tt wa,s cornected. with the; Fottawatamle
:i,
Indlans ,"'ih"in l-ssulng'agent fr'om the time the ftrst emigratlng

,l-:l
irr

bands were lnanchod up-rLver: frorn'opposite Fort teavonwonth to
ri

Southwester{r lowa dr::rlng July and. August 1837. As these bands
i
i-

foLlowed thi tru'onty-Co,ncl1 Bluffs noad., !hl-* pS.aces Brenard
.i.t.?
most deflniiely on the east sLde 'of the Missourt Rlvei. (This

i:
road, ltseJ.fi.dates from theearly lpeOts and was tnaveLed' by those

:

"t

I.!
I

"1

I

,II

who were gol.rrg into tle Uppen Missor:-ni regions ' )
i,l.ri:;li'iil,liii,,iliii
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i

w?rat ,ltu did Brenard p3-ay ln the emigratLon of the Pottat'ra-
:i i r that he Laten had' a forry over the
tamlos? Ftt{st, lt Is'}oool'E tr nau Et r.r'r-J

I - r. --- - -2---1,nluhrrbotani Rlvor at $he Nanrrows. Secor:rdly, tho Incllans r'rorrl

I

lnlohanabotgnlel meartg a, stream whene lt was necossary to mako a'

looro"' J.n onder" to cl3os.sl lt. ThoneLn lios tho :roason for beltovlng

, On* 
"oona:rd. 

was keeplng a boat at Ehe lTa,nows by 183?, and that
I

lt was contraeted by Gantt, to clroPs Pottaioatamie Indiarr famlIl.os
i:

.andtheilrpersonaS.bel.onglngsont}reiremigratlontrall.
,t ' I 

itt^t. D-^qa

Although this nas Indlan cor:ntry ln 1834r Bronard could' havo

,i o"uo aLLowed to e stabLlsh hlmseLf tlrere, Lnasmuch as his wife

'MLampema was a fuLl blooded otoe", By the L8]0rs, it Was customary
I

for such manriages to gLve certdln guaraatees fnom tho lndlans of
:' i 

ls ld'erations
economlc-po].tt1ca].advanta$€ErObvlousromarrtlccol

opensonalsafetyofanoutsido:r.residingaslde, lt aLso seeured' th 
i . 

Lery or' {1rr' L'r 
:

ln Indlan cgunt:ry fon any lengthof time. There appeass to be no
I' ': 

^q^r^ rr411orlr?t Eld. nOt ]rave settled there'reas.on why French VlLlag6l3ts founder cor 
i

by 1831{.'
.i

I

SEla of S3 T56 Rl.L2 was
!.I

shows that (1) the
I

River va1leY ended'
i

hener, tZl tilu Narnous affonded a [ooA boat Lancling and woodYsd'
! I the ro[t of tho lrluffs wou].d have beon(3) the IndLan trall along i Ene Drl.rr'rs *'' 

,

intersecteAlfrenA, a311d (lI) that thb Llbenty-Corincll Bluffs Road

llil
c.ru1.d, flnd I r"oo, cnosslng oo"o [n" Nlshnabotana here' ' conslde:r'
couldl flnd I f"ooy cnosslne oo"o lrfr" 

Nlshnabotana here.. Conslde:r'Ing

trre f,ew ye*|" n""n*a lived trre'el hts estate invontory reveaLs a
.i..lt-

success e*rf" ,equaJ.. to that ur,Joylpa by Hambu:rg thlntylyears late::.

JosophiB::enand.rs slte fo:r a horye In the
I

far fbom belng a rand.om seLection'l Hesearch
:l
I

NLshnabotani Tnace comlng from thp Des Mgi:res
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hub of actlvltY PosslblY tras

notlood befjose f,swls and Clarke {on thei:: JournaLs s}row that the
ii

Erraaraath uv IBOL- had aLnead:r Eiven ithe name of Ba].d IsLand to theFyench by IB0l+ had a}neady given ithe name of BaId. lsland to the

!.oeaIity. iiUhyl Xt pouLd havo b{on on tho clrcuJ.tuous St. Louis-
i^i

to-Santa Fei traae route of 1B0O r^ifrtctr ascended the Mlssourl Valley

to the Plat[e Rive:r, ascended the PLatte Rivor to Pawnee Ind'ian
.t'lj.-

.Country, ,lh whtch then struek southwost touard tho Spanish
:l:
isettlomonts!. It could. havo boenia convenLent stop-ov,er befone

i

,startine the ..hot Ieg of the trlp up tt}e P].atte Val.].eyi And stlII:-i:
.thtnklng tnl terms of a route this 3.ong, lt woul.d. have beon seon as

l;
belng in th! same general -locaIlty as that ln which Robort I{cCIeLIan

i;i
;and Ramsay^lnoolrs had establlshod the flnst buslnoss ttouse i:x

ii
.Fromont Coutrty whlIe that cor:nty tras but a smaLL part, of Loulslana

i

TennLto:ry. ;In tlre 1B30lsr Brenard could havo found among the 0toe
ri

ilndtans a memony whi.ch spanned tLme track to these events:
l;

i'i, tfn LOUISIANA GAZETTE. St, Louls, Louislan Territory. IIov.'3O,
; 1809.-I-JOTJR}trAL OT A VOYAGE FROM ST. LOUIS, LOUISIANA, TO TITE
; UN:TOAS VILI/\GE U]VDERTAKEN BY THE ST; LOUIS }.ITSSOTIRI IUR CO.,FON

,l the Punpose of Cond-ucttng_Shq$ekalr the Yand-an Chiof To His

I the"Mlisourt.......0n the 29tia Ju1y, we aruived. at ivtoss::s.
, i C;;oil' ild l,fcci"ffuns o1d hunting 6ar'p. lnle Lod-ged in their
; house.l Those gentlemen have constructod a comfor,tabS.e qual"tens,
; tho house havtng threo lrooms, whon they occupLed' It. The

':i .otoes and tho Parcnees neported. to them.in gneat numbersrrr
:: August, Lst, a.l'nIved at the Blven PLatte.orr

ii

Thls pa:rtyrhad. ad.vanced up lhe Missouri Rlven about 12 miles
,i

a d.ay. fhfs r"ate of travel puts :their Jul-y 29r LB09 icamp sometrhone
'il

;along the b,ordens. of Fremont Cor.mty. .' A more defini.te locality was
,.i'

onter"ed lnto hls
:

sldd noar the lowon

I

noted. by John.Gale an Septemben QI, 1819 whon he
,i,,.i

Jorr.r"naL thait hls party tti.eencamfod on the Nolrth

!:l:i;
;ll.t
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6.

t,,of'ov,bn Islands--two Ln munben. One in the mlddre of ilreii : :

.ii
the o;ther on the south shorio opposito rrer.nions, pnainier

ji
_on ths Nor"fh and et an oLd tradl4g house in nuins...tti Later

:i i :

'forr:rna1 entrl.os by GaLe show'that this oId tnadlng house ?ras slxteeni;;

.il
mtles bel.olur Weoping Waten Cnoek, and th1rs, about flve; mLles beLow:i l

pnosont Lfebbaska City. Lewls and Clar.k had. said, tne ,fnench were:. :

ioalLinjg thls part of Fremont Cor:nty tFour 1e tourte r.
ilrest wg stra;r fnom thb on,flEtnar po-Lnt, roconsid.or. tha idea.:1..

thati,roseph Bnenard establlshed himsolf in the Missour'jt Rtver Valley
I

at'a,slte whone 5.t long had been; thought that *"orro*J" opportunltles
couLd, uei enlSoyod,. These op lnlons and faets .:he could have Leannod..ll lt

i'i:
,1nr, HoJ-t, Atchlson jand Nodaway--cor1e-cttvel-y trceown

.as tho P3-atpe hrrchaso--wo.To 9pe4od arrd. subJected to settlement
by whtte a

Il,:
Having 1ra4. gttracded the attenti

I

ver

a sworn st

"il wJr'r'r/c' rrrEfro Irayrrlg l}aa' aEEracEeo f,ne attentlOn of MissorrrL..lr,
fon marry yeprsr the pr.atte pr.,rehdse fiIIed up with sottr.ens w

unbeLievaurp rapidity. fn 1842, jm*rr"y (Rlce) Br,uprowsj aectareo in
I

I

I
i

that rt...fn tfrJ' spning of 1839 they
i

t;

he eJl.removed to

sottLens with

County, buti fu now lnclud.od wi
ii

thi.n tho boundanles of :$o1t Cour.ty. . .'l
Hen famlly the farnllles of h{r' bnother-s rca Fosten Rice, 'rrjil]-iara

street Rlcejr JaSIes E1l.ls Rice, stephen Mack Rlce and ifoses Rlco,
-'t!;l-i;;llall seem tol have settled about that timo .in the immed'iato neigfrbor-""r'r seem Eol -nave sottled about tllat tjmo ln the immeOiiate ne.igfrb
?rood' of thel o1d Beehlve schooL wtllch stiLL stand s along the r.oad
leadtng ,orJarr. at the.cnost of trrl urg hlr.I wost of Rflyerton.l), 1",

rt 
"urior nrouaufe that rn"rr{rr v11Lago ruouJ.d rrnr"i pr.ospened,

the Niehlnabottany whtch lras thori trru attached part o,f eucklrannanon.t

l;tliil;lil;lll

--.+-
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mlch fnom

uppor Part

0ounty at t ttme wouLd

of contIE

squ:rl Rivon,

four -oompanlos

sttuition.l

the Platte
li

chase and the 1and. iaLong the Missor.rri s,lope

tho
;:!

iof
I

i

r.ush towanrl the nich far.m lands lying in the extreme
:i

the PLatte Pu:rchase. fho 1o'l+or. one haLf of lrremont
:;:

havo been the most nor:thr.regtorn f:ronti-er,i

l.irt.lloarTry wr-
i

United States
I

that iirg" gpen to.,settlors. lleighboring

vef had. bqcome
.,i

alarm{d about the gneat friflu:c of sottLerstit-:
and. lniseptember 1839, Col.i Stephen Watte

iiof me4 fnom Eort Leavenwoqth mado a
ill

oUoo vil-lages' ln a {fro, of force by hls ldr*goorrr.
i:

the Otoes hAd becomg truly a depLonable rono.
.

march to
I

The

Without

ln westorn

, thol.r
.il

Iowa i (rofrftf,l tf." Pottawatamies had but rocently movod ;onto)
:.ili

hunttng1a1h.sI^IeIiegreat1ynostr{ctedanc1thetn1bor,;1as1na
ii;l

starving co[rc15.tlon. Thls had induced thorn to commLt Fneny depredations,
iili' I i i , :_

uponitho t"iJrlites. CoL. Kearnyrs mareh did- not have a ,lasting effeetl
iii

when:tr.rngonj again staned. into the faces. of the Otoe braves.

:Late lia March and ln eanly Apri.l LB[0, news ofttanothor Indian
ri! i'i

W.amr:appearipd. in MLssor::ri newspatri€FSr Two Lottens f4om Tho .Narrowsl'iit'
of the Nlstr,Lrabotana dated March $, LB4O and Marcrr 2!, 1Bl+O were sent

ii/iii
to'CoL. Kealny at Fort Leavenworth, malclng a pJ-ea fon; militany ald.

liii
and. asslstatrce. A letter fnom Fqnt Leavenwonth dated.: March 2lg, 18lp0

liiii;
and. asslstairce. A letter fnom Fqrt. Leavenwonth dated March 21.r, 18lp0 

i
I. | .r i ! i

spnead the ;aLarm to the newspape4s: r

iil:l:rl,i;:ll:
''urssoqhl ARGus" vol IIl 1Io" 150. st. Louis, Mi-ssbrri. "i
Apnll [e ].E40. 2 - 3.--fl. . .i.Messrs. Editons : I; haste to 

I;. infbrml-vou df nrnthe:r IntlLari A:.fffcultios on ourl f:rontier'. ;

I
t

I.r:.

j

i,: lnfonml you of flrntho:r Ind.5-ar1 difficulties on ourl frontier.
i fodayrl Co3.'. Koarney received,, by express, a compla5-nt,
, slgnodi by sevor&lcltlzons od the extr:eme frontier of Buchanan

coInty,, igainst tho Otto In{iarrsrdrich tribo, they a11ed.ge,
: has co;umlttod many depned.atiJons upontho stock'ofi the rvh.ites,
. and thlt.they hav6 grbat ferin of thein Lives fr"oit the

bnavadb_os and monaces of thdse Indians, who an:ogate to
:themsep.vos the bellef (phicli they a:re by no.' moaps backr^rand
i 
ln genbn?Ify e xprqsslng) th4t theyfplghtoned. Colp Kearnyiiiiil;il:i,iiii;,i;r:r,iliii'i,:,,iii

:i:ili'i;'l.i
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B.

:l;rrief, itoot< hlm to thei.n corrntry r,rith considenabl-e fo::ce.
ilti;"n tfre lmmsdlate rocolpt of the tnte]"llgonco gf tcdayts
, oipreds, Col. Kearny orclened. a detachmc:nt of L00 mon, undor
i coirnarid-of Capt. Boonoe to bo in neadinoss for march by
i,to*morr,l3ow. They wtLL cnoss'the Mlssoru:l river at thLs post,
,: a.nd proceed on tho nonth slcle of tho riven to tho s bate
ii lind;,irld romovo a]L. ho3tilo ]nalans {r9m_th? 1}*1I*_:lthe itato, and ptrnishl Ln a sununary manner, such of the

dopreclators as thoy may be abLo to neaeh. Theno seems to
be a doelded feellng of hostllity existing emong thls tnibo
'agalnst alL whlte menl ylrlchr_ad.ded. to tho_goloral factlon

of-proxlmate tribes; ^Lorrt11yi ca1Ls- fon an add-itl-onal mllitary
forbe iupon or.lr frontier, and shouLd. roarn the auttrorLties at
Washlngton City of the expedleney--for the safoty of fbontier
s,sttLors, the plonoors of a lato1y desolate wildernoss--the
abqotrute necesslty of establLshing a post near the northr,rest
cornof of the State, and of 'adding stnength to the coi"rsnancL
at Leavenwonth. Exper"'Lenced offlcers join me ln the oplnlon,
that an IndLan warr;of a fear"ftrl chanaiter, is much to be
apprehended on our lbontieri I haste to J.ay bofore the
pribllo, by tonightrs malI., the 'facts heneLn containod.;
hopln$ ere l.ong to communLcato to you more .:6labor"ate1y
upon the subject. i i

i RespectfuLly, : T.
l:
i

Unfontunatel-ye
I

;

trbench Village wore

the two Lettens of March 14 and I'ianch 2L from
;

not pninted. by newspapox.s now, availabLe in
'a^nehlve LLbrarles. ItThe Far Westtt of Libgnty, CIay county, Ivto.e

iii'
l.s laaown to; have pninted. them, but a copy of this paper d.oos not

i--l
'i;oxLst. Other accorrnts make tt cLoan that several d elachrnents of

li!Iri
tnoops Jlont CLay county had come lto tne reseuo of thei Nish:robotana

llisettlersr elnd. conslderlng the faqt that McKtssickt s Qrove was f lnst:IIi
sottled by lforrrrer" Clay Cor.mtlansj aLL lndlcations are that the

,'.1:l'
slgnatu:res ito these two lottens Would almost sureS.y have beon-: I ir i

tantanount lto d nostex. of Fnemon{ Cor*tyrs first s'ettlons. Th.at,1,'---i
il:;tho letteri ltere firom French Vl1]age does not matto:r; as w111 be

lj:i
shown later{e French Vlllage at f,he Na:rnows was dominant in the

affaflns:of l*ff ,*Or" trart ;, ,nu t*rier untlL about ir8,rr, and. tti'1,:iiiirlil;l;lil

--J-



as tho hoadquantg4s for the aroas which wouLd. later

.wou].d bo s{ib off as 'McKlssickrs Gnovo and' Pleasant'Grovo.
;"r---: I : r

i : 'l i^l 
^

' Howovol., tho foLlowing letter datod l[-arc]n 2J e lBlI0 d'oos
,.;.1:
i"**rze tfe contont of,those two lmpontant Fremont County lettors

.t;
, j"' | | | !iof the L[thl and 2]-st: , :

'l ii' I
i'l ,l

I : : I 
-- r .q r irlr-^

r.oco

i : 
'DATLT ffissotrRI nnPrigtrcAN. st. Louis. April lp, Iglpo.

i ),'2 . 3.L-ttrndian Distunbanees.--By the steamer EUPHRASIA,,

, ' :we recelved. yosterday, two _lottetrs -from Fort Lea.ve_nr+orth,
i :tj.oscribing fi,esh Indlan difftcultles on our North l'Iest
; :bond.eni. fre subJoin the following, nhieh comes to us fromit, 'bondeni. We subJoin the following, nhieh comes to us from

:i .' an offico:r ln tie U.S. serVicefr. tTho othef is also from':t, ,j'ran off5.cer, and takos a wlden vi6w of the wholo -subje-ct.-
lt' ,: iWg aroi rrnaELe this qveling to got lt into type, but shalI
: I gLvo lt a' place on MonclaY'
; r' ';" The Iirdlanss pnompt6a Uy ttreir sta::ving and impoverished.
i .,cond,itlon, and tr<nowing ttre sma11 numbor of efficient troops

at Fort'Ir6avenworttr, may be induced to go to grea! lengths;
and should. other tribes- combLno with thern, ther"o Is ce.uso
to approhend the most fearfrrl consequoncesr_to oul3_f::ontier
setti6rs. The substance of loun informants letten ls as
follows:. i

rrstrong s;nmptoms of open lran have 1ateLy boen manifested.-
by the Ind.lans soUth of the Mis sotet'l, bordering on Buchanan
c6unty, the north-wost cor:nty of thls State. The citizens
.of this county have addnessed two letters on the subJect to.
CoI. Kearny, Lommalding at Font Leavenworth. The first,
cl-ated l4tft-inst.; states that man]r of the otoes from tlie Blg

.:Platter trave crossed. lnto the stater' ln smaLl partios of
lflfteen on tr^ronty, and have imprrdentLy and forcibly levied
contr:lbutLons ft,om all of the whites that they met lvlth--

.:kllLtJrg thetr stoclr, and taklng away whatever of grain and
;other ttrlngs thpy mig[t want--and Ln one instanco, they
,stopped a man on the road, stripped. hlm of most of his
:cl-othingr and. throatened. his Iife, untll he promi.sed if they
.wouLd spare hfun he would giv,e them a lrog of whiskey as ,soon
,"" tlr"y-ggu1d neach a tnad.j-ng horse whe:r'e lt could be

'nunet;;Sdru"orra lotten is dated 21st inst., and from the saine
,placerithe\Iarrows' of the Nishnabotanay; and reprosonts that
,tho whbLe or a groaton part,of the Iowayts had crosssd into
.tfre State, l-n a-body, and had eommitted, a.nd r.rere i:hon commit-Iting stlil greato:r outraElos on tho lnfuabitants than tho
iotoes-iamong othen thingsr- insultlng the women in the most
. Lndecent mannon. They had no women ol: shf Lr"lren wiih themr'
iwone wbII armed wlth iifLes-1-palntod., and supplied. with ext:ra
imochasii.ns, and. ln theLn con{uctr 8s [n their appearancor EavQ
ithe str.onftest neason to belL{eve that they intendbd. to war"
iwlth the whltes. i: , ii'i'r'liiillili:
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: ., ri I,n that part of thg state. inured.:i.a.te1y thneatened,,
: ithore iare not enough settLers to unlto and make a stanrl.

, ' .; agains]t tho Indlans, and.. ln'tholr lottens to CoL. I(qarnoy,
.,t1ev oripress .'Lho groaJost approhensj.on o.f dange::, and'rl::go
,rrpoir h'im to sontl troops to thein protoctlon. 0n the r oceipt
: oi' tnsifn finst letten tho CoLonol dospatchod. to thoLn
I asslstiance; aJ.1 of his disposabLo fonce, whlch only amor::rtod
to onol h.unclred d::agoons, r:nder th.e c'otiirriancl. of Canl;. lloono.

lThls, lit vras thought, worrld be sufflcient to ch.qck tho Otoes;
but shorrl<l th.ose r:nlte withrthe Ior.rayrs, as they pnobably

: : ru111, ithoy wtlL Jolnt3-y ntmben, penhaps's5-x hr:nclrerl t.ra.rr"iors,
. agaj.nslt whom the lltt1e for:co of Capt. Boone lrorrld bo ontlroly
:; inadeqhrato. On the rocelpt of tho socond lot1;on fnom

, iBuchariian cor.rnty GoJ-. I(oarnoy ?ras suggostod to I.IaJ. Gon.
i .. Atchesion, of Clay coun'l;y, tho propr:i.ety of send5n6q threo
i , companies of mj.Iitla, of his divisigr, to the-asslsta4.co of
'. . ,, Capt. poorre. The decisLon of Gon. Atcheson, is not yet known.
. .i i Iit is unfontunate that three companios of-ci.ragoons, of
j ' ,'the propor gar"rison of Fort.Loavohr.rorth are stiIl a.bsen'b at

.., i!'ont Gibson, whl{:her they were sont la.st winter, on ttre
: i . .requts,ition'of Gon. Arbuiirle; and whone, according to.our'

best lfrformation, they are not and never r'ret?o ::equirod fon
arry usgfuL pu::poie--the difficulty with tho Cherokeos, lf
any ever oxLsted., being long sinco settled.--Sj-nce the

'rd6partpr.e of Capt. Boonols co$niEff]de the foree at Font
'Levenw'orth is less than fonty effective men.
, Ai hope ls. ententaj-ned tirat th.e Otoes and Iovrayts may
'yet be: for.co to leavo the staLe bofone they shal.I have
'eomnitled rnurdoxsr'or made open wari but they are a ''r'ockLess'
,set ofi Intlians, r:n:rostrained by any of 'bhei.r. Chiefs, and lf
ionco fglrly in the field agalnst the whites, they would.
probab,Ly be jolned by the Omahas ancl othor wild Indi.g.ns of
:tho region, until a;powerful force would be requirod to reduce
thom. i

' :j
;

'!

a

llris Chptain Natlran,.Boone (I'fanctr Z, L7BL - .October 16, LS56)
i

who. Ied thei dragoorls to the atd cf the ear3.y Frenctr Villagers was

tho yorrnges! son of the famous Daniel Boone. Those who }aaew h1m
ii.

sa5.d. he was; nnrch llke
welL acquafuited wLth

Ias a:commLss-loner had 3un

trho had. rocbnnlond.ed the
:i ..i

hts famous :father in mo.st wa3rsr' Capt. Boone:i

was Fremont lCounty by 18[0; fon
I

the nonthorn Missouri Stat

it was. he who
:

oi Ilne of the
i
Iin 1837r md

:.a'i
PLatte Furchase across the mlddle of Fremont Cormty

:'l'
locatlon.site of oLd Fort Kear.ney to be

i

fonnested area on
i

as tho Fort Kear.ney

the oast

Heservatlon.

at present {rlebnaska Ctty. ILre
ii

slde:of thei nJ.ver. vras to bo set
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se throe! aotlvitiod woulcl havo r:anked

shape

as an

to the

1L.

influonce

history

had tho settlers lpou::ed lnto the Platte Pr::rchase

a

f
,l:i.'i i

r of lllgh Bnidge Creek; thonce trp the

hlgh lBotAgulCne'ut to'the Nontherri bor:ntlany of the state; thence
l-l1i

west to thelUfssourL Riven; and tfience south to the polnt of
't:
begtnning.ttl At thts samo sessloni it r.ras also ordored.r that theiI i

y IB[f. el$ctton be held at the ]-rouso of Joseph B::enard anct that
i!

rca Eostuo $rce be appolnted.one br tue eLection Judges. ft was..li
at thLs Mrylelectlon that Joha R.i .lackson and Jacob McKlssick Biere

eLee'ted as ,iiustlces and .Ianres Eandley as constable ofiNlshnebotarr-5r

rownshfp. 
i

:

' :t :.1. I

lotU:1,1n thel entilro state

l,Leense

sldenee

For.
'Fon
Fo::
Fon
Fot
Fon
BE
iJ ]JC

Fon
'.tr'or
:

.! r'

o MissqurL. In 18[1 the no:rthern part

Jr:ne IBtLl Holt CounWt Cor::rt, Joseph Bqenard

t? keep a fenry across the Nlshnebotany Rlv6n
Ii

theneonrr with r"ates dotenmlnod, as follows:

was ltgnaritod

at his

t:
enosslng a singLe man
crossing man and horse
crossin! two hor.so wagon and team
cnossing two horso wagon, and team
honso r^ragon and team empty
hofse wagon loadod :

honse wa.gon ompty i

{i

empty
Loaded.

.06+

.LzI-

.25

.$o_

.37*

.75

.50
L.o0

.03

.00+

horse w a[on roia6a
cnossing-Ioose honsos and cattle oach
crdsslng hogs and sheep gach head

i:i!:l:i
ii

I

i

was qot off l us Holt County, ancl dt the s ocond rrroetS.ng, of the }IoLt
,.. l't 'l'r',' i -
p;ti"if coraf , tn Aprll l8llL, ttNl#nehotarny Townshlprr tlas establlshed:
iil,i
|...ljeglnnt{rg',at the mouth of thol }Iishnebotagny rlvor, thonce up



L2.it
,i

i

t:
l:

The Jr:ne LBhI cou:rt also ordpred.rt...that an eLection

antt ConneJ.l$,s i{ci(lssiclr are appotnted Judges of salcl oLectj.on...fr

would be sotthorn Fremont cormty lryas centenod. at Fnonch Vll1age

simon Fleury (hel: L1keLy sottled. heror fn rO:B)

hoLd.

tho

at fhe N

of the Mi.ss

.:

inortllorn b
t

be "itt"a "la',lo

townshle eLfotlon ln L8ll3
'I

was shlfted. up to DanLel ilunsakers ln
i

!

a-:r'eas. i i '

bo

ron

A11oy,

l.
i.

le Narnows of the }trLshnebotany rivor,
!o hleh br.ldgo Cn

I

of the Stato, t[rence west with saLd. lLne to the

'EIr" mlddle of the malin channel theroof to tho place'l:,tr'r::,1
rijfs honeby c::eated ai separate and d.istlnct"Torrnshlp to

. .. t' Wtthtn those b ound.ar.ios

lived tn thg SW+ NW+ of Section ti'ro east of Brenand,r sl forry, where
lr

Ihls house ojren}ooked.'The Narrows.i Captaln WiLlLam Alloy r.rouId. haveti
been 

""prur$rrtlng 
the southern palt of Nlshnobotany Tor,mship: hls-ir-l

fanm and stAanrboat woodlnuand was gthree mlLes south of i'The lifaruows.
iiil

CornelLus McKLsslck would have belen representS.ng the e astern part
iiiof tlre'town5hip: McKlssickls GrcJ,vo took.its narne froin. this ilr&rlr

'I ; I

i;i'David Jones I wbula have been ,"r*uir"nttng the nonttr"r*i pr"t of the
. 
-- -: . --l;, ... :---i ^-.'- 

-: 
^^ -,: -, ^-townshlp foi" hfs house was in thel Sw| of 53 T57 Rl+z. :

i" :

Agaln ln' .f8ke, electlons witlrin the tor^mshlp wore held at thei'il
house of Sl$roir Fleuny" But then ifu august LB[2 the l{olt Cor-mty cor.lrt

i; i ll;li
ord.ered thaf il...aLL that tenrltoly included, wtthLn the fo1-Ior^iLng ili: I I

trl
described Ltmlts, to wit: BEGII'I}il;ING in the mlddl.e of the main channeL!

of Be
i

the Austln-P,Leasant Gnove
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# ln *il'JilT:::IT#;,"::,:;',:,:::'i::.:"":rl:,,il"^,n,
.rc| Nishrpabo*d* Rlven inro a Eownshi.p calr-ed ?'pork',, ,rJ ,n" first
#i 

erecitot nrl*""u. were deslgnated 
1t Bealrs on Higlr Br.idge croek.

ffif 
i'ioses 

flear 
(1806 - 1B5h), gr,'andfaihen of Ralph p,ea]. of ]Iamb,rg,

#l ."::t 
ln s2o 165 nlE on }Itgfr cnook wheno lt enrens the Mlssouri

#i 
o:tt_"*' 

:*f"" 
the earLLest Holt icounty necond.s ofren refen ro

#f "*o', trri lhl8h brtdge creektt, Ird somotimos to tho narno "I1lgh

# i a"raeu creefr", and, Laten to only 1l?ni6rr crook,,, tt ;"; 
"; ;;u

lrerel that jthe cniercdorrved, lts nar," fnom trre rype or rniaf,e builr over

ffil, 
Jt-on the ciuncil Bluffs-Liherty loo"a. Tno froon or or.r, early

ffi I 
bnidges wasi htgh above the g"n"ojt LevoI. of land around it, rnaking

ffi.1. 
a steep approach to the bnidge ,",""rsar-y: Itrenco its name.'

W :l* 
cleet post offtce was eistabrished Decembeo b, rB[: and.

.ffi',I, '"u. drscontfinued, on January L$, 1'850. (Dp not confuso rhls ear,ry

.# 1, 
post officef rt at"rrlson cor.mty wlth the one estabtlshed in rg6g'€ffi,|i tn F*emont 

fo,ntv. 
Hleh c*eek ooi9, offlco in Fbernont, cor.mty ,r=

ffi li "" 
thls 

" 
*? creek, but sevenaL r!r"s nor-thoast of BeaLrs eanller

ffi li 
otu. ) uosef ,BeaI was rhs fLnst n[stmaster,. Tho mai].i "rrri"r, s

,w I ::lt":"t:"1,* 
fon the maiL to up canr-led from onogon, Mo.e ro

ffi.l, "un 
cneek 

tn 
rnraay and satundavlr and car.Ied. fo:r star,.ting wi.th the

, ffi i ""t*' 
mall jrno* Hrgh c*eek to onf son on the samo satru:day, arniving 

.".

ffi |, 
at oregon of s',rnatr. when oanrerl uunsatrer establisrr"i nr, post

ffi | offlco on uie Nl.shenabotna on Febi.uary 10, i.Bh6, tho r.oute firom

.Gffi' I 
oneeon ,,." Jxtended 

to that placei tir" post office dopa::tmonL'ffi 
[; 

call_rns rt "fatrytln't. 
,Ilowover, 

,"frrt"e d.id nor 
"o*,"rrju "t a*"tr'

lffii,t r:ntlI t'rovemt'er,i:iEr, 18116; wrth the {nnrvar of rhe f tnstimail to that

ffi ,]! , 

pLace 
'' , 'o"tlitil Y*["*"or nooe ivod 

l 
trr"ro maL]. from the s e rr,ro po st ,

#t :lii ': 
l' iili. , :,: i, :

-'ii#ffii'li I i !t-.ffi] ,'lI;' i
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:::
.offLces. Iilgh cnoelc'aLs6 was tho post office for tho cor:nclr,:
BLuffs rndi-an Agoncy at BolLeviow, fon tho corrncil Bl-r.:-ffs rndian

it
Isub-agerrcf;;among the Pottawatamlos, fon oId..Font Koanney, for ner.l

'!!
Fort l(ea:rnoyp for tho onegon Batta]-lone and. for Font La:ramio 1n

:lrlfan-off Wy-or-ntng. The. arrny p.osts lsent an expnoss to High Cneek-- -t
i

ohco or twt,ee a month d.rlrlng tts,oxistonce.il
.' iSince iTames Bondeatr:c was f-ivtng at Font Lar"arlie ,<hr.ning this

period, lt should, not escape us lhat he und.or:btedLy tranew of 3.1,enclri - I - ------.1iii
Vtl'1age--&rd vLce velss&--at thls ieanty d,nte. Tlhis neializatlon wlLl':1-i
make lator developmonts more believablel ,

I':
rn 1B[$, Atehlson county was oroganLzed. fnbm the po::thenn pant

'j,i

of -IIoIt .Cor:nty.l Thu flrst book of lloLt Cor:nty *rr*t"lg" recor:d.s has
!

been .lost; hot so Ln the case of iatcrnson county. Boiok rt4rt, 1Bl+5t-

L863, atcrrrlon county Marniages qives *r, "*o"lLent vlbw of Fronch
!

vt3.J.age. I i Ii"i;i:
ifft" ,"pV {lrst mannlage recJrded was perfonmed. by Noah Leabo
it

on Jrlne [, [gf*5 between Benjamairi Fr.ancLs Benoist and. Rosel1arlir--
Bnenard, thP oldest d.auglrter of Joseph Br.enar.d. Fran'c5.s Benoj.st 

ittiiis found tnl tho eanLiest necords iof Holt County, and. his was the i

ffust "rt*t[ probated. Ln Fnem.irrt ico.*ty, the ruttuo* or ra*rnrrtra- 
i!lii

tion,u"rns [ated October. Ip, r8hgi; IIls wldow marnLea lta) Loul-s ' 
.i

iI i.ition;uetng pated October. Ip, r8hg.i; IIls wldow marnLed ;(2) Loul-s . iilli
Lacroix wrrol ls lsrown to have t"p! an, lnn and. tav"rn Lt rhe

llirrnows as [anr; as ].Bll-0" By rgio he was in ]ilinnerotl* Tennltory. l-i
j,-ir

RoseLLa B:refrand Benolst La0rolx nioved fnom Mlnnesota [o MarysviLle, 
;'l!l!CaLlfornfarl Uy 'LBS':., havlng mernlied (3) Mio. ScoviLle.l i-i-ii:l.il._-i

iOn fanhary 10r 18t6, John C.i, S"ott marrled August Vassow and Ii : l '-: - 
" 1 --l ----- I iLorotta etaLd rieFrombois. Both ,,j**"" ane f olmd ln thb record. ne1atingi.i i I : -- -li---- i ,

iun c,aqrary }'0r IU46, John C.l, Scott marrled Augus! Vassow and l:l:li
bta Gla{rd. LreFr.ombolsi Both niames ane f ound. ln thb r.ecord. ne1atingi

i,.' .l i li i , ,

ilil:iililil



:'ii
!.ito tho PottjawatamLo Indlans, rLaFnombolsl
ii

[oulsslant S. Bonotst marniod l[atilda,l

IB[Z. ,*rios the IB3Ors and 18l1g,r, T. So
'.t
wtth tho tnlalans located Ln tho Nomaha and..l

i

RLve:r ftrntnfu tfre fa].L of 18h?, hls man'Lage foll_owlr.
I

].5'

boing espocially prominont.

Amon on l,'obruar.y . J.B,
:

and F. Bonoist traclod
:

CouncLL RLrrffs IndLan

Missor-rri

AgencJ.eu. 
ir" 

184?, the stock of Bonolst ancl co. valued at, i,i;$L$o,

conslsted olf tlbLanl<ots, cloths, satLnets, calicos, brror"rn cotton
dnlIIlng, bPd tlckrng, bleachod cotton, fLannel Janes,, plad J.incy

I.hankon chie;rrese shalls5 socks, srispond.ens, ribbons, thred., buttons,ii
bead.sr'knivles, hatse caps, boots, shoos, powri.on, Ied ishot, naLrs,
'.i
shuganr co.fifeoe teae peirlashe Fice, mol.assos, saLt, flowen, queens
'Idrare, tLn ,1"o, guns and. cornbs'|. fheir cmptroyeos wero ,rFnascj.s
.i;'Tazon, clerk, natl,ve of St. CharLos, Missourie and. Theoclore GronclLe,i:-
laboron of Canad,a.tr , Because Indlan tr.adens and-/or their employees

i
i

foLlo-wed the Ind.lans during the hr:ntjng sqason, belng over.-roady

I to'ad'vanee on cnodit anythl-ng need,ed by the Ind.ians, theln plaee of,:
nesldonce ln Fneneh ViLlage has 4ot been established.. And becauseil
of the nature of tirelr buSinoss, ittreln war.ehouso nnrst havo been

'ilnear the J-anding at The $arrows, :at the Iowa-llj.ssor:rii bot,d.er.ii::
0n December 20, 18l+7r John Groenwood nas married. to Fnances,l

II

Eberman bv',Jamos crrrnmlngs. KeLLy and. Mongan, b5.ognaphens of this-;i
.ti

Gneerrwood family, says tho d.escend.ants had been told that CaLeb!r:l
Gneenwooari[rr" father, had ].lv"a i**orrgst the rbench. iro1^1".1r"o, t]rese
hlstonians poutt rma no'French ln the uppen pLatte plrnchase, a.nd.

i!pu:rsued' tha,t polnt no further. .1ofrn Gnooru^rood had besn with h1s
i

fathen r'rheni he piloted the stephJns-Townsend,-Mr.r.nprry ,Lgon tr-ain to
cal-lfonnla f.n l8,th; rrad served. rn the Mexlcan rliar witii ;otr, c.. i 

_ __...]T, __ _.* vrrv rrv4rvqtr.Jylal- WJ.trJ
ri

Ft3emontrs cbL1fornla batialion; liad then netrrrnea to i

Aftpn nlcktng
II'

to ;the Missor.lr
I
I

tngl two montl:.s
i
!

.up, theyounger moriabers of ttre Cnil--i oenruood faraily1aton, 
,

i'
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s13 
.raz nrr{r':pbout one'mLLo eastior Austin. Atchison cormty recondg

show;hls wtfro,l,u,ryrng Betsy, " ,r"ioo woman, r.n Novomben 18I+6, and.f i I ;, , s .4vt5rv vyvrril.r,rs rrl .t\Ovomogl3 LA+6, and

l*ttol 
list ti"n,4s propenty ln ,"r.i Ebonmanrs ostato inventony dated

16"

tlIage and one.of lts icitlzons--WiL1tam Kencol.eur.
o that tl.mo hes greatLy expandod l(enceLeurrs lmown

trn the Far Wost. lo place the time ln F:rentont Cor::atyrg
raI) years ago is to make it unbelievable. 

i

5o uuttt a tor.l b ntdf,e ovor the Ntshnuuoi*, River at';ir
fond tn the, tr,r+ Nh'+iof s23 [62 R[2. Ad.d, to thls the
CI montl:s'of December l8r+9 was a cord. or"i, the thermo-

lmes ne.achlng, zero oo'b"Lor; that Janua:ry ,rO5O nru
of bor'ow zeno weathor.; that trebnuar.y J.B$o was Just as

!

Novombol B tp Februaroy J-8, h6 lnches of snor^r had far.Ien.

I I I i I vv eqvv 4r.Ys7,r.lut r.J Lrangcl

'DeceJnbe" [{ ,lBhz. Mns. David (ufrraueth) Hiatt, anorhen d,augfuter;or .rirrn Eu{rman, lLvod in I I

, I I ,,;, i 
ii'nemont county many years north of sld.ney.

i jrf th1 fbregor-ng rocitar. off marrtagos amazed. the Ioear.
htstontan, jrt"l'rract betton b:ceatrre{ aeeply--there wero more to eome:
.(1) Joseph.l{errrvrrre, whose ptc{rire is kept by no less a

I nnestlsrouq.socioty than the smLfhsonlan rnstitute, was mannied by'i.1.

:nt:*t 
Fan{er on 23 1849; (i ) Tho manniage of wl11Lam Kencoler:n

to Exstact{ a. Bow noads like a f*"rs uho in wester.n'Hr.storyr:
Fathen t.rj Desmot penforrnod. theimanriage, the witnesses ber.ng
lr' hlr i i

avLen fecontre and A. Bonois.i'-'lLtlruJ
0n t'tayf eo, Lgltt the srdney joo**-Eer.ard. publishod, a sketch

on Fronch

Research s

actLvltles:

hLstory of

;of l8hg -

'the oLd

facts that

lmeten ten

13 rea

cold. '

As po
tuning the winten
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I
I

i i i 17.
I!'
I

j

i:
(wtrat neeasj to be estabLlshed, for. futr-lre consLri.enatioln in one r s

mind., ls tfriqt the Nlslrnabotana Riven worrld have boon ifror"r, sol-i.c1.)Ii;
0n AuUiust, 3.J, 1852r' cotuaty Jocornds show that l,illLlarn T(onsLerit

and Chanlosi Mantln bor.nowoa {fe831 from Joooirh Robldor.uc OIWi : "----l ---': 
i

1B68) of sti. Josoph, tllssouri. ci,th"o thanshor,,ring ujo mortgago
cancelLod oi, Octobor 81 185h, no!addltlonal infor:mntion is glvon,ll,
and cor-rntyrhecord.s glve no lndL"ritton thet the two nron raleht hr*.voliused' *o[r"V Ln.a Fremont coun]y ontenpnLso. Ilowevor, it was notIrilong befonel Kencetreu:: mad,e lcaor^rnihis n"*t ontenprlserj ilLs pant.i!r.il,'Ln the butrhlng of the famous rI{tte Bnldge on the olegon TraiL.-ll"--rnear what Lis now Caspar, WyomLngjl ,*r adventised ln the St. Joseph

I
:Gazetle of fobruary Z)e ABESr i, iii;
I

Platlui: -:Tle r.md,enstgned rr:Q-rror?:u"irai"s ;d ;i11 ?rave

b-nidgei on the No::th Fonk of ittre pla.tte River:, 1ro mliJs,abovo ,Font Laramie, abovo all the sand hilrs-ano uaaloaaso. thei north side or trr"-"iJ""r--""-fi. ir"i""t"aielleo
noute_lto caltfor:oia, ' oregon ianS sart rar<J. 

-- -- - ''- --': -
. ' rh'conseguence of the gg?t loss or itre and p:opentSr

.aurlnq! the Ia;t spring 
"*igf,,*iionr-irv bad bnidees and ftatboat-srj-and to insr-re safetyj wo hive-dotenmin"d to irrrila--our brilqge 1n , most subs-taritial manner and of sufflciontstrenBth and wicLth, fon the jheaviest teanis.to-"ro", ln

, tfre most perfoct safety. 
I

[he :irop:rletons tri-ve s{lectod the best placo on theriven Eor-:a Lnldgol ? p1*"" i""com*"naud br a groat many
fhe :iropirletons tri_ve s{lected the best placo on the:, riven ifor-:a Lnldgo, " pi*";l;;;;*rended bI * groar many

, omigra[1ts and moinf,ainbens ,1t"ri-;[uainte6. wiEtr the who].e
. 

'i 
countn$r-'- rn_qr_ossllg hene, lmany ddngenou" o*rrirr"" on the

i, south Fiag of t he 
- !]atte aiiruplive to ruaton;;;;. avoide'Levqv* !p+u'_y* "'o.fj+yr,., ursrupEr-vo Eo rilagons, are avoid.gd.., ilP::ri:fniotons wtlL be pr"e:{;nt-to-sopunifiteni. ana givo; i,' every_ pttefi1lon and aid io trt" t""";iila;;1i"; The r ates

ii of torlr wtlL b?_go."atIy 1edr1_ced ioo* th8s6 ;f-ily #;"il#'liyean. lThene wilr be *[ ril]bTia["'-lw" blacksmitfrs and. wasonji"Tff?",F1:or fon the accomiao{atiofi-or gl.isr-a;ir-. 
-, rr." cornparry;iwi-rr hhve l.gooa gro_cor3y_stgne anq eatinfi housee and a]-1

rl I*riu*:if^I"11;T _t"fulr pSrtn{Lo, -*irt 4seii ;;d-; ;";;;;;;" 
=

*.*--T-

ii ;,44 -qi"i"Itt#T{il"il'"fi+i#"fif3'"tit"ri*$ ii"il tflIffi "
;i advant,nge'to come' dxrect,t" ["fii,-t"iaeJ befone pur.chasing;jelsewhe].e.: i . l,

]l*^'i.-;,,;i:BrSS0NNETTE,ItENcEt,EIJR8cco.
,iFon f\rhtheir pantlcul"-{yr'we fnefen to Mn. R. t. iutcCtteel oll1' .:
,j agent lat,ilgt. Josephr Mi;sout'ri.i- rll:;ii i ' ----l- 

Iirl:,;;ii::l!
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LB.
I

0bvlorrsLy l(oncoler.uP was .using the r+intor time to buiLd andthort-
b:rtdgo, thlg time on much 3.a:rgor. ipropontLons than the one he ho.d'i
bulIt dr-uring the winton'of l8hg -.1 18!0. rreat tho pLatte Brlclge r.rasii-a financtalj succoss dunlng the summor of Lgi3, thene is Little

rdoubt 3 ;

ij,

IIrlrJIRrs ExpRESs. vol-xrl-J-J_q. 3- pubuqug, rowai. .ctoben !,' r-853. 2--. 1-.- lnglrolflI corluri.-ir^lu rearn fi:om a reliabr.esoul'co'that lrlossrs. Kanseler' & co. ane brrLLdrne e-;;il;;acnossi the Nlshnabotnoy, near Austln rn-e""ro"E countv. Acustom f1ouniTg and saiu-mtr.r. wiii-ue enected u" [ri#J" 'ra

sentremen.duling,rhe far.I ana [rre ;i";;;:""trrliu, boys of: McKissX.ckt s Gryoie ane hard, tp beat i"=-";t";;;;;p
iii

fhat tlrls wonk'we's d'one at the samo location as ptrene Koncelegr
I

One yehr latez. o4e wouJ.a frajo read .of the ovolr-or-the_go

,or:r tnformaht, I,rx.. Kenslen, ;* [iii;!;! ;"#i*"Jo,L#r^15;..iiea
f#ifr[fi**?";*1e ve steraay.i:-F;;;;i:o"wu obtainea 

-drr" rorl"ri'e
i- ltt*rd of slx hr:nd.red sjior:x rndlans had. been pnowLin59;anorrndl chofeauts For:t for "oir.-Tli".--Iita nn *La ,r^i- *-r^- r-^

Kenceler-rr'$om the'Fbemont cor:ntJ4 Jour.nal pubS.tshed. at sidney, Io,ra,
arrd dated siptemben 16, rB5L: i I 

-' "'
i--l--'-r'llrill

,/ i:H?Tr:ibLe -Orrtnage. _Twenty Sbfaters Murdored, gy hlr" Slouxrndians. --rtre end calr.ed ufron t;;;;o;d ;;;;ri'wr.,ole""i" m,:Rde::,:N,::pi:I:::**ly I"l" F.L:y1 frrair;;ll :ih; 
-kfi;;"p""t or August.

arounclj clr0Eeaurs For:t for sohre !rru, and on the-li"i-pnlon"to;tho butcheny of the soldlensi, stoie'*="oo, fnom a.Mormon
-?migr"qitr- {-our on fivo miJ.es!-thi;-;ido of Font Laramre.Notlcei of the theft was tmrne0iadJfy-"o"";y;d- ;o-il;]' c"*n"t.
lonrmlldlrg'officer at itre- eor!, td6nr;il. ? company of":il'.fiJi,lmmedi_ptely stanted-Ln punsrjtt'or--irre -thlu.r"" 

and. soon ovor_took thom. fhoy nefused. to igive .up.-thJ cow or rnake anyneparatlon fo:r ihe theft, u4d trre-Iornminaing offieen therofo::e'ondoned the cannon t9 u""n!*St".i-ri-irlnt of theipnincipaltrrlef rf rgnte and aften "'riiuiiJ ;;;h;;
i;ffi # a 

f 
d;"ii, ;d;,;# . 

- 
fir,J 

-[ J;'. i 1,ll' il" fl;* 3 
glt g;,,"lirof ]* " I

lilil
I l, I
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the dt$chargoe whon tho infi:riatod savages rush-ed r;'pon t\9 
-

.ttmo:rtcans aiA-Uiffod. and. scalped. overy ono of t!em. 1'tle cl'id
not jLearn how nrany lirdians r'.rono J.riLLocl. A:ftor thLs
nru::d.enous onslaugtt, the savafles attackod tho Amenlcan ffu:r
Coorpnnilr s bui]-diilgs r_ryhich the'y. pLrrndered of ovenyth i+s:

, iti"V "i"o n.ttaekeE ota forcloar:xts trad.:ing pg:t, 3!d str"ipporl
it of u"#Vtf.:-"e. They !tu6n.i'took 1rp the!1 Ii"g.bf mnrch
:[or Foft L-a.ram16, but Loncludod. not to attack it. Tho for"co
at tho, Fort was too smaIl to attompt aveng5-ng tho death' of

tho nows of the outrage to 1-'{aslrington.. -:-- --ft-remalns to b,e-seen r^lhat actlon tho U.S. arrtl.onltLes
wiLL now.tako. Ivlurdor aftori nl:rdor has be.on committecl thls
season; UV-bIood thinsty savagos, and -qs yet 3-o retaliation'
If vo1:ntoens ane wani;6d ca.II on tho West. Thousand's aro
naaay,!;6-wtttfng tQ go and iavenge the ruurder of, thoir
ft'leirdp and nelglrborg. ' ; i

.Keneeleur was probably carrlfLng baek hls share of ti:o pr:ofits'
' ' I loanfrornJ?orn the FLptte Brtdgo because ho. patd off the I|F2B33

i

Joseph RobidouI. on Octoben B, f-85[l Per]r'aps now is the timo for
"i

a :remlnder. that tr"avo]. from parts. of Wyoming to Fbemont County had
ii

boen gefuig on froni tho titTo of BeaLts Hlgh Cneek pqsti officel

Resoarch ln Ru1o, Nobraska, whero Kencoler:r liad tecome th.at,i
torrnrs pnoprleton, tunns up an answeli as to how the Fnench Bnldge

!

.'t

tn S23 T6? RI+z had. been englnoered:
.rii
ti

;:-l

inUfO WESTEpN GUTDE" Rirlo, Nobn. fer. VoI. I Noi. 1-; Jqno 18,
iiAi6. I tl - h. --The. platte-Bzlldgg.--Tatring- ilto cgnlideration
the distance fon p'nocr:r.ring hullding matorlal, and tools aj1d

imactrinLry fon its- constru6tl,on, ttre _ptatte U:iictgg is one of
ithe Wor"lErs wonders. As thdre are few men in thb Unitod States
iwho hape ev6ra heatrd of tt, r,,i|e glvo a bnl-ef outline of its
lconstn[rctlon. .- i ',. .rrconstrucElono I !

Iho nrmes of the gontlqmon wh.o p::oJected and brrllt it,
ane tltilliaf[ Kenceler::c, -Char]os Martln, John R5.chard.s, Jos,eph
VilLauhdre'2. James Bord.ear::c iand Mn. Bessonette. : Two of the
flr-s_t p-am9{-BontLomen now r-q'slde in this pLaco; and tho thj-r'd
at thel brldso. i ;--Th;y b;Ern tho work inltho wtnter. of tl2 and'153, one of
tfre colia6st Sver knoi^rn in t]te mountains. Thoy examinod' the
rivslr iin,marry placos, tilL til:ey found a rock.fou4d_ation 9_n

I

i tho Nonth



Shoy harrlod. pino tlmbon many ralLos to tho spot, ancl
when the rapld current of the Platto was bounci J.n ieo, .thoy
orecteid thoiro, sovgn crlbs in cliamond shapo , L9 foot i.n

,lrelgfrt, and 26 foet tho .1ong wayr and 18 fee'b across-malci.ng
tho long r"ray coincldo wlth the cou1.s6 of tho stroara. Thc
logs qomposing thosc cnLbs at the points r,rhero thoy crosg
oach dthen, wore bound ulthitll:e inon; the fou1- apartnonts
in st{e' oach cr"ibt .I^ror?o then fllIod withstone.' Undor. thls
Lmmonso wetght &s soon as a,thaw commoncod, tho lico gave
wsyr and the soven crlbs settled safeLy at the bottom of tho
strea$t. As the sand. was about four foot doop on a pa.nt of .

the b{d of the stream, founlof tho cnibs dlcl-not lmired.lateIy
go to ltho r:ock, but li a shor.t tlnro the actLon of tho n ator
car:r'y$ng ar^ray ttro sarldr and the weight of the cr.lb worlcecl
them cloqn to the solLd rock.

fhe top of the oribs were then leveLed up with other
timbezi and stone. Slx tons of stringers ten by sixteen lnchos
l-n sise and flfty five foet Long, ruene thror.rn acfoss the
st:reame connecttng the banks and stnoams, mak5,ng nino spans.'Ilreso lstrlngers were gr.rpponted in the ririddLo with a heawy
cr.oss :timtrer" passlng unde::noath, supportod. at oach end with a
set o{ king posts. lltre r^rhole ilrldge was then fLoored. with
2 tnch plankr'and a gLlard erected. on each side. The whole

. Length is [OIt foet, ind the r,rid.th 16 foet. Ttrls bulIt of
pttch :pi.ne, s tone and J.ron.

It woirLd have cost 1n the States at least tllzOrOOO,
lo Look at Lts superioi: wonlonanship, and the distant:d.esert place ln whlch lt is bulIt, it It truly wonder-ful.

. It was bull-t to accomrnodate the.. Calffornla emignatJ-on.: The f i-r'st ycatr Lt 'cLear:ed, $e5rOOO. Thts yqo, it wlLL
pnobabLy be of great servlce to thir Governmentr"for the
cnossing of its tnains of uragons and tnoops. Thoso wtro

.,have seen the brldge are struck withlrond.er: at lts sirength,
and. supenlor worlananshlp, and say that it, Ls ad.vantageously
seLected and sltuated.e j

'i
,l

I

I.t
0f thd sLx named

.l

foun can bel cor:nocted

.:1.
,l.il
i.l'r 

i

as bulLtl.ers of the famous
,l

wlth Freneh Vi1lage. And

VIATOR.

PLatto Bnldgo,

slncd Clement

on the :bulLdlng

and aLso
I

I

iro ached.
i

I

:i
Lamoureaujxr; soil-ln-Law of James Bondeaux, wes':i

comrnlttee fon St. Maryrs Catholig Chr:rch at lIamburg,
I . .. !

petltloned ,fon the LnconporatLon of llamburgr wo have
I

a transitloh to a,lator perlod of Fremont Countyrs
I.i

r.i;
. If onei thtng Is obvlous about Fnench Vl11age,

r,lr.:r.

rEr,Bqaworl<fng pant of the Far Westlof the 18\ors and
rl

histony.

ft is that Lt
i

1850t s. If
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one is
perlode

Goonge

thlnktng he sees Fremont County dur.lng that
i

Fnolch Vl1lago wtII rosot hls gaze furthot
j

Catl!.n had descnlbed Lt ln 1832 thusly:

i

teh year r

wostr.rard.

frNothwlthstan$Ing aL1 that has boenwrltton and saLd, thore'ls scancely ahy subject on wh.j.ch tho knowing people of the
East ar.o Loss lnformod than on th6 cha.racter of tho 1;'Iest.

'By thls I moan tho lFaro',{ostlr the cor:ntry v,lhoso fascinat:'.ons
spro4d; a chanm over.the nri-ncl, almost d.angor:ous to clviLized.
pursrrLts; Few poople even kncla the tnuo clefinLtion of the
tonm ttfesttr and, wher"o'lts locatlon. Phantorn-like it :flies'boforo us .as wo tnavel on oun tray, and . is continually- gi3-ded
before us es wo d.ppr"oach the setting surlr fn the commencement
of my'tor.rr soverai of my traveling 6onipanions fnom the clty
of Nen,Yor.k found. thomselves, at a friglotfuL d.lstance to tlle
West when we arrLved at Nlagana FaL1s, and hastened ?rome to
anluse thelr firiends with what they had seen, At Buffalo a
vossel' wds 1anc1,Ing with four hunclt-ed passengorse and-twolve
days out. lttrhe're from?r lFnom the West.t In the beauti-ful
Ctiy of CLncir,natL poople saLd to raoe r0r:r tor.rn has pa.ssed
the days of Lts most nap5.d growth, it is not far enouglr 1.'trestlr
In St.'LouLs nry landlady sssured. r0o that I worrLd bo pLeased'wlth her boardensr for thoy ,were nearly all menchants from
the Wq,st. I askedr'.tWbenc6 icome those-stearnboats laden wlth
pork, {roney, hides, etc.?r The answer was, tFrom the Westlt

,i
!'lfl
I'!.-,. f :

Sor' .lf i one ls to r:nderstand-:-nea11y r:nderstand.--Freneh Vi11age,

he rmrst notibe aflald to look toward the setting sun and dream just
,II

a whlle." coinmon lntenest within Fnenelh

!t,ii.
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