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? and facts to the contrary; those with kindred spirits to the .
i fv_}'for_intallerctual developmant and comfortable 1iving. As an
! well lcnown in Nabraska, Wyoming anr.':l South Dakota history. During

1 « Susan, raturned to the Fort Laramie area and assisted in the schools

there. -A. s

= ‘Indians to Know’ accurately and in detail what wes going to

' semiliterate fur t rader whose native tongue and bringing

J 'l:he 1830'5, spent the last twenty'years of his 1ife" li:*.v:.ng with._-_-.--

" B

‘jonels. 1dea ai‘ any renom‘l and influenca of F‘rench V:n.llage to i‘bs

rather 1ong and narrow gaographic.al borders. There is testimony

;.nhabitants of French ‘Jillage 1ooked uporn it as a sort of mecca :

_ iliustr?'étien 'ho the paint, take the James Bordeaux famil‘y, so .

the 1860'3 he sent his ch:.ldren and their mother 'ba.ek east' to
:Ha.mb‘urg 80 t:hab the children could recei've .en educati'on. A daughter ’

1

on, Louis_, was referrqd -to by Harry Anders'o_n_ in the

'Sou‘!;h Dakot H-istqry _magazina, Sﬂ:mner 1973:.
; l | _ 3 : : ; AT
- -..The mixed-blooded chlld-?en...mada substantial contributions
|to thel opera‘blon of government Indian policy among the Sioux
and other tribes from the early 1870's onward., It was this
 |youngep generation that developed the vital function of . :
|interpreting English to Lakota and vice=~verssa to a new height =
' lof pro[ficienc'j‘. Young men, |such as Louis Bordesux,..for whom
the Sioux language was thein mother tongue and who benefited s
from the efforts of their f thers to give them the advanbages-
of somle forrqal schooling, ~finally made it possible for the

‘(happen to them under government policy changes, and for the
. 1agent to be gble to commnicate inbelligently on the attitudes -
of hig| Indians to the conmissioner in Washington. If this b
: 'l1s not| regerded as a significant accomplishment, examine the
| complicated language ‘of the 1876 treaty, or the 1889 land
" |agreemsnt, and. try to imagine under the old system how
;  lgarbled would have been the |translatlon of English ideas
- |end termindlogy inbto Sloux terma amd thought patterns by a

was basically Frenmh... | |
: : . ' | :

Josaph Valland.res, found in the history of South| Dakota in LY

h:n.s wife an:l famil'y comfortably in Frencch/ ‘J"lllage. : L]o-uia and |

[J__-'

Mitchell Wilmat--their fathar‘s rame, Amtoina Quilmetta, is’ 'jr'~*f }1}'
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iﬁ:the Chicago suburﬂ of Wilmotte--lived in French

théeaarly 1850's. Werq the Wilmets tired of the.

1ifo of thelr Pottawatamio brothors in Kansas°

tly, Frenoh Villagehad its beginning in extreme north-
on County, Missourl, bout two miles south of present
qo;f Joseph Brenard (éosaibly by 183L) had settled there
suntry was yet hunting grounds for the Iowa and Otoe-
1832 and 1833 Bronarq had been employed by the United
rnment as a striker to the blacksmith for the Omaha,

ssourl Indians. In_1536, Brenard furnished corn for

Indians, suggesting hé had by then esteblished himself

Even if he had sub=contracted, he nmust have been
- | ¥ *

I iooking for|

a market for a portidn of his own crops; end the

- qpastion beoomos one 8s to how 1ong he would have been farming

=-before he h?d a surplua.

More - ooncrete avidenoe as to When Brenard came to The Narrows

1 1s furniahe? by his estate inventory made in July 1842, which shows

ff a note for #16 50 due December 21, 1837 from Capt. thn Gant® (1790-

- 18149).

It is known that Gantt was oonnaoted with tho Pottawatamie

j Indiana as Fholr issuing agent from the time tho first emigrating

-;_banda were mardhed up-river from oppo31te Fort Leavenworth to

38 aouthwestern Iowa during July and August 1837.

As thase bands

followed the Liborty-Counoil Bluffs road, this plaoes Brenard

most definiLely on the east side of the Mﬁssouri River.
{ road 1tself,

i

who were go;

(This
dates from.ﬁheearly 1820'5 and was traveled by those

_g 1nto the Upper Missouri regions.)
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fteﬁies
'ﬂishnabotana River at The Narrows. Secondly, the Indians word
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nthat Brenaré wa

| for such marriages to give certdin guarantees from t

"aside, it also seeured the

] by 183,

the few yeare Brenard lived there, hils estate inventery reveals a

.The sita had been carefully chosenl

what rele did Brenard play in the emigration of the Pottawa=-
? Piﬁet, it 1s Ymown that he later had a ferry over the

rnidhanabotanie' means a stream.where it was necessary to make a

icanoe in order to cross 1t. Therein lies the reason for belleving

s keeping a boat at The Narrows by 1837, and that

Lt was eontracted by Gantt to crose Pottawatamie Indian familles

?;end their personal belongings on ﬁhelr emigration trall.

Although this was Indlan Ceuntry in 183l, Brenard could have

- been allowed to esteblieh,himeelf there, inasmuch as his wife

Miampema wae s full blooded Otoe. By the 1830ts, it was customary
he Indians of

economic-political advantages.. Obvious romantic. considerations

personal safety of an outSLder residing

"in Indian Country for any lengthof time. There appears to be no
:"reason why French Villager's founder could not have settled there

Jbseph Brenard's site for a home in the SEZ of 83 T66 Rl.2 was

far from being a random selectlonl Research shows that (1) the

‘Niehnabotana Trace coming from the Des Moines River velley ended |
| .o
here, (2) 1o Narrows afforded a good boat landing and woodyard,

(3) the Indien trail along the fopt of the bluffs would have been
interseetedlhere-, and () that the Libert'y-Council Bluffs Road

|
could find a ferry cr0381ng over the Nishnabetana here.l Considering ‘
l

succees qu;te equal to that enjode by Hamburg thirty years later. !
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The potential of this aresa és a hub of activity'possibly was

noticad before Lewis and Clark, ﬁor their journals show that the

3 Frenah by lBOh had already glven ‘the name of Bald Islend bo the

looality. th? It would have been on the circuituous St Louis-

' po-Senta Fe| trade route of 1800 which ascended the Missouri Valley

jfo the Platte-River, ascended thé Platte River to Pawnee Indian

Country, and which then struck southwe t toward the Spanish

. ettlementa. It could have been a convenient stop-over before

|

" starting the ‘hot leg of the trip up the Platte Valley. And still

thinking iq terms of a route this long, 1t would have been seen as

5 |
: being in the same general locality as that in which Robert Mcclellan

.and Remsay: Grooks had establishsd the first business house in

|
_Fremont'coupty while that county was but a small part of Louisiana
| Territory. PIn the 1830's, Brenard could have found amnng the Otoe
i i X

jIndianB a mbmory which spanned time back to these events:

THE LOUISIANA GAZETTE. St. Louis, Louisian Territory. Nov. 30,
'1809,~-JOURNAL OF A VOYAGE FROM ST. LOUIS, LOUISIANA, TO THE

MANDAN VILLAGE UNDERTAKEN BY THE ST. LOUIS MISSOURI FUR CO., For -

" the Purpose of Conducting Shekeksh, the Mandan Chief To His
- Nation, and To Establish Trading Houses On the Headwaters of
- the Missouri..se...On the 29th July, we arrived at Messrs

‘Crooks and McClellans old hunting camp. We lodged in thelr
house. These gentlemen have constructed a comfortable quartars,
the house having three rooms, when they occupied it. The

Otoes and the Pawnees reported to them in great numbers...
August lat, arrived at the River Platte....

1 ) ; i

| ¥ | :
This party*had-advanced up the Missouri River about 12 miles

-a daye. This rate of travel puts ! their July 29, 1809 camp somewhore

-along the borders of Fremont County. . A more deflnite locality was

" noted by thn Gale on September 21, 1819 when he entered into his

journal ﬂhaﬁ his party n..encamped on the North side near the lower
] : |
| : i
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-miles belew Weeping Water Creek, and thus, about five miles below
preeent Nebraska City.
then calling this part of Fremont County 'Four le tourter

Lest wp stray from the original point, reconeider the idea
hat Jbseph Brenardeetablished hlmself in the'Miesouri River Valley
at a, site where it long had been theught that economic opportunities

could be enjoyed

i Bﬁchenan, Aﬂdrew, Holt, Atchison and Nodaway-—eollectively known

as tha'Platte Purchaee--were opened and eubgected to settlement

. by white men.

unbeliev&b o
a sworn sta ement that "...1n the;

the Nldhinahettany which was then the attached part of Buckhannan

. Her family and the families of‘her brothers Ica Fostef Rice, W1lliam

ﬂ.Street Rice, Jafes Ellis Rice, Stephen Mack Rice and Mosee Rice,'

all eeem to

hbodiof_the

 leading sowth.at the crest of th

LIt‘seﬂme prebab e that FrenJ

o gy

_tnef Oven Ielande-—twe in number. One in the middle of the
river the other on the South shore opposite 'Terrlene prairie!
on the Nerth and at an old trading house in ru:ns...T

jeurnal entries by Gale show that this old trading houee was sixteen

Lewis and Clark had said the French were

These opiniene and fects “he couli have learned

’hia Otoe 1n1aws. N
i!Aﬂ?of February 17s 1837 thefMlssouri counties of Platte,

HaV1ng had-attracted the attention of Mlssouri

‘In 1842, |[Nancy (Rice) Burrows declared in

I'ap:l.dity.

spring of 1839 they removed to

is now ineluded w1thin the boundaries of Holt Countyee "

have settled ebeut that time in the 1mmediate neighbor-
eld Beehive School wAidh etill stands aleng the road |
4 big hill west of Riverton.

h Village would haveiproepered

i
i
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| Kearny with
; b w
 march to thie Otee villages in a show of force by his dragoens. The
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much. ffom ﬁhe rush toward the rich farm lands lying in the extreme

Geunty at ¥

of centigejus United States thatlwas open to. settlera. Nelghboring

upper part-of the Platte Purchaee. The lower one haif of TFremont

at time weuld have been the most northueetern frontier

Indiana howsver had become alarmcd about the great influx of settlers

along the Jieeeuri River, and in Septemher 1839, Gol Stephen Watts

5 eituetien df the Otoes had become.truly a.deplerable;one. Without

i i § i | . g v
the Platte Purchase and the lend§aleng the Missouri glepe in western

TLate in March and in early'ﬁpril 18&0, news ef"another Indian

; War“ appeared in Missourl newspapers.' Two letters from fhe Narrows
E of the Nishhabotana dated March 1h, 1810 and March 21' 18,0 were sent
_tteﬁcel.'Keanny at Fert Leavenworth, nmking a plea for mllltary aid

| end eesistance. A letterlfrom Fort Leavenworth dated March 2, 18L0O

'spreed the'alerm'te the newspapens: _ - ! ;

inform
‘Today,
signed

-county, against the Otto Indiang,vhich tribe, they alledge,

‘hag co

and ﬁhat .Fhey have great fear of their lives from the
‘bravadoes and menaces of those Indians, who arrogate to
‘themsellves the belief (which they are by no. means backward
iin generallywaxpreaeing) that theyﬁrightened Col. Kearny

' MISSOURI ARGUS. Vol III No. |50. St. Louis, Missouri. A e
April li, 1840, 2 - 3.--"....Messrs, Editors: I haste to :

I 1
feur cempanies of men from Fort Leavenwerth made a i

the Pottawatamies had but recently meved;onto), their

1

?;hunting lends were greaﬁly restrieted and the tribe @ae in a

é.starV1ng condition. This had indﬁced them to cemmitémany depredation&

. upon| the whites. Gol. Kearny's march did not have a lasting s ‘

again gtared into the faces of the Otoe braves._

you of further Indian difficulties on our frontier. [
Col. Kearney r6051ved, by express, a complaint, :
by severslc itizens on the extreme frontier of Buchanan

itted many depredations uponthe stock of;the whites,




o s it g e

from the execution of stripes last fall, for misdemeanors
which took him to their country with considerable force.
Upon. the immediate receipt of the intelligence of teoddayls
| © . express, Col., Kearny ordered a detachment of 100 mon, under
" cormand of Capt. Boone, to be in readiness for march by
. to-morrows They will cross the Missouri river at this post,
-’ and proceed on the north side of the river to the s tate
~ '1iné, land remove all hostile Indians from the limits of
' the state, and punish, in a summary manner, such of the
! depredators as they may be able to reach. There seems to
. 'be a decided feeling of hostility existing among this tribe
.~ | against all white men, which, added to the general faction
. 'of proximate tribes; loudly calls for an additional militery
. force upon our frontier, and should warn the authorities at
‘Washington City of the expediency--for the safety of frontier
'settlers, the ploneers of a lately desolate wilderness--the
: ~absolute necessity of esteblishing a post near the northwest
., . corner of the State, and of adding strength to the command
-~ at Legvenworth. Experienced officers join me in the opinion,
.that an Indian war, of a fearful character, is much to be
. apprehended on our frontier, I haste to lay before the
public, by tonight's mail, the facts herein contained,
~hoping ere long to communicate to you more -é&lahorately
“upon the subject. | | _
o jh Reagpectfully, : ; P

"ﬂnforﬁunately, the two letbters of March 1l and March 21 from.ﬂ

?'Ffenbh Vilfage were not printed by newspapers now,avéilablé in

archive libraries, MThe Far West" of Liberty, Clay éou?ty, Mo. ,

is kmown t& have printed them,_bﬁt a copy of this paéer does not
I o . -

- exist, Other accounts make it clear that several deﬁachmsnta of

; ‘ ! 5
troops from Clay county had come!to the rescue of the Nishnebotana
' : ! ’ : _

settlers, Jnd congsldering the fa?t that McKiasick'B'qrove was first

setbied by fopmarICIay Countians, all indications aré that.ﬁhe
signétufes to'#bese two letters %ouldlalmost surely ﬁave been
tantémbunt to a roster of Fremon# County's first sétﬁlers. That
the iefﬁe:s wefe from French VilLage does not matﬁerf as will be
ghow? la?gr} F#ench'villége at Tﬁe Narrows was domihént in the
affa?rs*of;ﬁliéthis parf_bf_the ﬁrcntiep until abpgt§18u3,_and_1ﬁ

! e ! |
L R C : |

. )
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l'of the 1lith and 2lst:

-+ v

s fécognized as the haadquarteﬁs for the areas which would later

fgwaulé Ee.sét offlﬁs 4M0Kissick's;Grove and Pleasant Grove.

'waevév; the following letter dated March 27, 1840 does

'Eummﬁriza the content of those two important Fremont ?ounty letters

N

" 'DAILY MISSOURI REPUBLICAN. St. Louis. April l, 1840,
/2 = 3,-"Indian Disturbances.--By the steamer KUPHRASIA,
“'we received yesterday, two letters from Fort Leavenworth,

deseribing fresh Indian difficulties on our North West
“border, We subjoin the following, which comes to us from

an officer in the U.S. services. The other is also from
/' ean officer, and takes a wider viéw of the whole subject.

"i-;We are: unable this evening to get it into type, but shall

"]give it a place on Monday.

‘L The Indians, prompted by their starving and'impoveriéhed
~eondition, and knowing the small number of efficient troops

" at Fort Leavenworth, may be induced to go to great lengths;

. and should other tribes combine with them, there 1s cause

" to apprehend the most fearful consequences, to our frontier

"gettlers. The substance of our informants letter 1s as
follows: ' 5

"Strong symptoms of open war have lately beén manifested. -

by the Indians south of the Missouri, bordering on Buchanan
county, the north-west county of this State. The citizens
.of this county have addressed two letters on the subject to
Col, Kearny, commanding at Fort Leavenworth. The first, '
~dated 1lLth inst., states that many of the Otoes from the Big

. 'Platte have crossed into the state, in small parties of

‘fifteen or twenty, and have impudently and forcibly levied
contributions from all of the whites that they met with--

- killing their stock, and taking away whatever of grain and

other things they might want--and in one instance, they
-gtopped a man on the road, stripped him of most of his :
-clothing, and threatened his life, until he promised if they
‘would spare him he would give them a keg of whiskey as:soon
‘as they could reach a trading house where it could be
‘purchased. . . 5

) The second letter is dated 2lst inst., and from the same
‘place, the *Narrows of the Nishnabotenay; and represents that
‘the whole or a greater part of the Ioway's had crossed into
the State, in a body, and had committed, and wore *hen commit -
‘ting still greater outrages on the lnhabitants than the
'Otoes-=among other things, insulting the women in the most
Indecent manner. They had no women or children with them,

- ‘were well armed with rifles%-painted, and supplied with extra

‘mochasfing, and in their conduct, as in their appearance, gave
'the strongest reason to believe that they intended to war
I ; |

iWith the whites.
AR F . |

|




£ IL that part of the state irnmediately threatened,
' there are not enough settlers to unite and make a atand
. against the Indians, and in their letters to Col, Kearney,
they express the groatest apprehension of danger, and 1mrge
L upon him to send troops to their protection. On the r eceipt
of thelr first lotter the Colonel despatched to their
a551stance, all of his disposable force, which only amounted
"to0 onel hundred dragoons, under the commend of Cant, Doone.
{This, it was thought, would be sufficient to check the Otoes;
but should these unite with the Ioway's, as they prohably

S will, they will jolntly number, perhaps six hundred warriors,
_against whom the little force of Capt. Boone would be entirely

£ finadequate. On the receipt of the second lethter from .

‘Buchanan county Col. Kearney has sugrested to Maj. Cen.
_Atcheson, of Clay counby, the propriety of sending three
. companies of militia, of his division, to.the assistance of
Gapt. Boone. The decision of Gen, Atcheson, is not yet kmown.
It is unfortunate that three companios of dragoons, of
the proper garrison of Fort Leavenworth are still absent at
. .Fort Gibson, whither they were sent last winter, on the
/. 'requisition of Gen. Arbuckle; and where, according to our
best information, they are not and never were required for
' any useful purpose--the difficulty with the Cherokees, if
_any ever existed, being long since settled,--Since the

'departure of Capt. Boone's commgnd, the force at Fori
"Levenworth i1s less than forty effectlve men,

H A hope is entertained that the Otoes and Iowayls may
‘yet be force to leave the state before they shall have
‘conmitted murders,  or made open warj but they are a recklass
‘set of Indians, unrestrained by any of their. Chiefs, and if
~once fairly in the field against the whites, they would
probably be joined by the Omahas and other wild Indians of
Eie reglon, until a: powarfnl force would be required to reduce

em.

This Gaptain Nathanfﬁoone (ﬁarch 2, 1781 - - October 16, 1856)

gwho 1ed theldragoons to the aid Qf the early French Villagers was

;the youngest son of the famous Danial Boone. Those who knew him

%aaid he was much like his famous father in most ways. Capt. Boone

;waa Well acquaiﬂted with' Fremont'oounty by 1810, for it was he who

éas a . commissioner had run the northern Missouri State line of the

?Pl&tte Purchase across the middle of Fremont County in 1837, and

fwho had recbmmended the location site of old Fort Kearney to be

;&t prasent Nebraska Gity. The 1&rge forrested area on the east

! |
_aide of the rlver wasg to be set off as the Fort Kearnay Reservation.

|
|
; .
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?athésa three activitzeé would have ranked as an influence

|t'|

’ Euff;ciantlyﬁimbortant to have g%ven its own shape Lo the history

;ﬁﬁ?"

poured into the Platte Purchase

QBuchanan Gounty with a population of 8,621 in 18)i0 ranked

antira state of Missouri. In 18),1 the northern part
'J'i

as Holt County, and at the second meating'of the Holt

Eﬁnﬁy,courb 1n April 1841, "Nidhnebotarny Township" was established:
=aﬁ_;.ﬁéginn1ng at the mouth of the Nishnebotarny river, thence up
the said riyer to the mouth of High Bridge Creek; thence up the

: Greek to- the Northern boundary of the state; thence

Hissouri River; and thence south to the point of
ﬁt this same aessiom it was also ordsredlthat the

ablﬁhia ng
;Telecﬁed as

[Township,
: - At the

justices and James Handley as constable of

:
%May iﬂhl election be held at the house of Joseph Brenard and that

;Ica Foster ﬁice be appolnted one- of the election judges. It was.

election that John R. fJackson and Jacob MdKlssick were

INishnebotany
' !

|
June 18l11 Holt Gounty&court, Joseph Bnenard was “granted

¥

ia 1icense t? keep -a ferry across the Nishnebotany River at his

4residence thereon" with rates determined as follows: E

l= F
£

|

- For crossing a 3ingle man ' &' 062
- For crossing man and horse I .lE%
For crossinf two horse wagon and team empty 25
For crossing two horse wagon and team loaded [ 450
For horse wagon and team empty | 372
For horse wagon loaded _ ' 75
horse wagon empty f .50
' 8ix horse wagon loaded 1,00
©  Por crossing loose horses and cattle sach i <03
. 'For cr?ssing hogs end sheep each head ~ .00%

]
|
|
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it the P;ustin-ialé:aisant Grove areas.

held at the|house of Simon Fluree

The June 1841 court also or-d;g:red

12.

", ..that an election be

[s in Nishnabotany townsh::.p on

the first day of August next and 'l:hat David Jones, William Alley,

and Cornelius McKilssiclk are appoi;rted judpes of saild olection..."”

Again, |we see that ane arly

would be southern Fremont county

at The Narr?ws. Simon Fleury (he|

act politically organizing what
was centered at Fronch Village
likely settled here in 1838)

- lived in 't:h¢ SWE WW: of Section two east of Brenard's  ferry, whers

his house o'}rerlooked The Narrows,
been represéianting the southern pa
. farm and atéambda’c woodyward was

Cornelius MézKi_ssick would have 'be
of the- townléhi.p'

. David Jones wculd have been repre

townsghip for his house was in the| S

Captain William Alley would have
rt of Nishnebotany Township: his
three miles south of_i"l'he Narrows.

on representing the aastern part

MeK:Lss:Lck's Grove took its name from this maen,

q‘ of 33 T6T RL‘.E.

Again :‘Lnr 1842, elections within the township ‘were held at the

i house of Siznoin:' Fleury. - But then

|| ordered 'tha‘:-; +se8ll that territo
ﬁ described'llmits, to wit: BEGINN

?;of 'bhe Missc-uri river opposite th

: irmming thence to high bridge Crel

ry included within the following

ek, thence up sald Creek to the

éinorth,ern bowmda:r'y of the State, tbence west with said. line to the

to tha middl.ai ""'of the main chs.a.nnejI

:E?said Riverin ﬁhe middle of the m
f of Beginnin

be callad and - known by the name o
‘ |

Fronch Village became the most southernpart of the township s and the

I townahip elpction in 1843 was shi

in chammel thereof ’Go the place

|
:’La hereby created g separate and dlstinct Township to

£ "Bluff"..."

fted up to Daniel Hmsakers in

fsenting the nor'ther'n past of the .

in August 1842 the Holt County Court

s Narrows of the Nishnebotany river,

of the Missouri river, thence down

ING in the middle of the main chanmnell

|
|
|
I
|

Within these 'bou.ndar:l.ea

!
|
f



13..

But Prench Village was not tol:e left long in Bluff Township;
“in July lth the Holt County eourt formed an ares eawt of the
NiShnabotana River into a 40wnehip called "Polk", anq the first
election pfacee were designated ;t Beal's on High Bridge Creek.
- |Moses %aah (1806 - 185L), grandfather of Ralph Beal of Hamburg,
lived In SZD T66 Rhl on High Creek where it enters the Missouri
~bottom. Sikee the earliest Holt |County records eften refor to

- simply the rhigh bridge creek", end eemetimes to the name "High

- Bridge Creeck", and later to only "High Croek", i must be assumed

] |
that the creekd erived its name frem the type of bridge built over-

' i%'on‘the Geuneil'Bluffa-Liherty roads The floor of eueh early
 bridges waslhigh above the generJl level of land areund it, maklng
a eteep approach to the bridge necessary.' Hence its name.

_ High Creek post office was establlehed December 9, 18113 end
was diseonttnued on January 15, 1850. (De not cenfuse this early
-pest effice in Atchison County with the one established in 1869

|, in Fremont County. High Creelk pqau office in Fremont. County was

on thiseeml creek, but several leee nertheast of Beal'e earlier
one.{i Mosei ‘Beal was the first postmaster. The mallicarrier's

| contract called for the mail to be carried from Oregen, Mo., to

; High Creek on Friday snd Saturday, and called for starting with the

- return mail from High-creek to Orpgon on the same Saturday, errlving

.f}at Oregon on Sunday, When Daniel| Hunsaker establiaheé his post

51 office on the Nishenabotna on February 10, 186, the route frem

' | Oregon was extended to that plaee, the post office department
::Qcalling it mAustin". Hewever, service did not commence at Austin
f until Novemter 26, 18h6 wiﬁh,the errival of the first mail to that

1 place., Frendh Villagers received their mail from these two post '
_ i b
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.offlces. High Creek also was ﬁhe post office for the Council

:Blurfs Indian Agency at Belleview, for the Commecil Bluffs Indian
'sub-agency among the . Pottawatamies, for old Fort Kearney, for new
. Tort Kearney, for the Oregon’ Battalion, and for Fort Laramie in
far-off Wyaming. The army postsisent an express to ngh Creek
_once or twica a month during its exlstence. i
Since James Bordeaux was living at Fort Laramie during this
period, it. should not escaps us +hat he undoubtedly knew of French
'Village—-and vice versa——at this early date. This-realizatlan will
make later devalopments more balievable. E
' In lBME; Atchiaon County was organized from the northern part
of Holt County. The first book of Holt County marriage records has
‘been losts hot so in the case of Atchison County. Book "A", 1845 = |

1863, AtchiLon County Marriages gives an excellent view of French
I | 3
|

Village. ;

|

The very. firat marriage recdrded was performed by Nosh Leabo
on Jﬁne_h, 1&&5 between Benjamain Francis Benoist and Rosella

!
Brenard, thf oldest daughter of Joseph Brenard. Francis Benoist E

is found in thefearliest records |of Holt County, and pis was the

firs@ estate probated in Fremont |County, the letters bf administra-
tionfbeiﬁg dated October li, 1849.. His widow married (2) Louis

Lacréix who 1s Jnown to héve.kapt=anf inn and tavern at The

d Narréws as aarlj as 180. By 1850 he was in Minnesnta Territory.
“-Rosalla Brenard Benoist LaCroix Toved from Minnesota to Marysville, !
: Galifornia, by 1857, having marrjed (3) Mr. Scoville.

4On Janzarg 10, 1846, John C, -Scott married August Vassow and E
Loretta_lezd LeFrombols: Both namﬁs are f ound in thé record relatlngf

; : ol | /. |
|

P i 5 . .



.f | | L = 15,

: o ! ; ;
to the Potﬁawatamie-Indians, 'LaFrombols! being especially prominent.

| Touia;ant Se Benoilst mqrried Matllda Amen on Pabruary 16

18L7. Durine; the 1830's and 18L|.0'5, T. Se. and F. BenoJ_sL traded
with the Iﬂdiana located in the Namaha and Council Bluffs Indian
Agencies.l ﬁn 1847, the stock of Benoist and Co. valucd at $5150,
consisted of “blankets, cloths, satinets, calicos, brown cotton
drilling, bed ticking, bleached cotton, flannel J&nes, plad liney
e | hanker chiﬂves, shalls, socks, suﬂpenders, ribbons, thred buttons,
| beads, knivbs, hats, caps, boots, shoos, powder, led shot, mnails,
shugar, coﬁfee, tea, perlash, rice, molasses, salt, flower, queens

ware, tin war, guns and combs", Their cmployees were "Francis

' Tazon, clerk, native of St, Gharles, Missouri, and Theodore Grondle,

‘laborer of Canada." Becauae Indian traders and/or their employees
i

| rollowed the Indians during the hunt ing season, being ever-ready

to advanee | on oredit enything needed by the Indians, their place of

residence in French Village has not been establlshed And becauss

| of the natura of their business, their warehouse must Thave been

- near the landing at The Narrows, at the Iowa-Missouri’border.

: On Deéember 20, 18&7, John Greenwood was married to Frances
'Eberman by James Cummings. Kelly and Morgan, biographers of thls
Greenwood family, gays the deacendants had been told %hat Caleb
Greenwood, Eha father, had lived ! amongst the French. However, these.
historians ooul& f£ind no French in the Upper Platte Purchasa, and
pursued that roint no further. John Greenwood had been with his
father when he pilotad the Stephens-Townsend—Murphy wagon train to
California in lBuh, had served in the Mexican War with John C,

| FTemont's Californla battallon, had then returned to Fhe Missouri
River during the fall of 1847, his merriage followlngftwo months

e 1L later. Aftbr picking up theyoun%er mambera of the Greenwood f&mlly
. , |
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; at Andrew emaokers who lived below .The Narrows, the Greonwoodg

in 18&8 plloﬁed the wagon train for Calif ornia whose mombers ineluded -

Rufus Hitckcock and Daniel Hunsa cer and families of Austin.

E_f?_ thn Eberman, father of Fra: 1ces Eberman, lived in the ¥EX of -
.sESIB T67 Rha, about one.mile eastrof Austin, Atchison County records
I"show his‘wife buying Betsy, a negro woman, in November 186, and
__;ﬁlsoflist }er as property in thn Eberman's estate Inventory dated
.F;December Iy 18&7. Mrg, Davzd-(E izabeth) Hiatt another daughter
of Jﬁhn Eberman, 1ived in Fremont County many years north of Sidney.
]If the foregoing recital of merriages amazed the - local

; historian, o had better breaﬂhed deeply~--there were more to come:

(1) Jbseph Merriville, whose picture is kept by no less a

| prestiglou socinty than the Smithsonlan Institute, was married by

B Thomaa Farrder on 23 June ]_8[,_9- (2) The marriage of Willisam Kenceleur

" to Exstacig A Bow reads like a TWho’s Who in Western Historyts
! Father P, JW DeSmet performed thegmarrlage, thﬁ witnesses being
f? A, Pike Vaﬂquez, ‘Antonio Xavier Hecontre and ‘A, Bonols.

- On May 20, 1971, the Sidney | Argus-Herald published a ska‘bch

;;{'I-L._.‘.- aa

on French Village and one of its! citizena-—William Kencelour,

fi}'Reséﬁrch since that time has greatly expanded Kenceleur's lmown
ke |

:activiﬁiea In the Far West, To place the time in Fremont Gounmy 8.

-fl hiatory of 125 years ago is to make it unbelievable.ﬁl- |

1 As pointed® out in the 1971 article, Kenceleur during the winter
of lBh? - 1850 built a tollt:ridge over the Nishnabotana River at
‘the old roch ford in the: Nwl- NW | jof 823 T67 Rl2, Add to this the
facts that the months' of December 1849 was a cold ona, the thermo-

{ ;mater ten times reaching z670 op below; that January 1850 had
‘13 readingg of below zerovfeather- that February 1850 was just as

| cold ' From NOVember 8 to February 18, L6 inches of snow had fallan.

{ £ . 1
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Fl wsed the mo ej in a Fremont County enterprise. However, it was not

S 1.

(What needs%to be established fbﬁ future consideration in one's

! | C
mind, is that the Nishnabotana River would have been frozen solid.)

: : | J |
On An 'at 17, 1852, county rocords show that William Xensler
Eh | |

and Charies!Marfin borrowed #283% from Joseph Rbbidou& (1783 =

A : . i
1868) of St# Joseph, Missouri. Other than showing the mortgage -
=4 | _

cancelled j? October 8, 185l, no;additional informatfon'ia given, ;
ccords give no indicétion that the two men might have

_ e K
long:before Kenceleur made known his next_enterpfise; His part !

in the-buiihing of the famous Plaﬁte Bridge on the Oﬁegon Trail

| near what is now Caspar, Wyoming, was advertised in ﬁha St. Joseph
|- Gazette of February 23, 1853: : ' _

"NOTICE TO CALIFORNIANS",--Bridge across North Fork of
Platteﬁ--The undersigned are now building and will have
- .completed in time for the edrliest trains a substantial
‘bridge on the North Fork of [the Platte River, 110 miles
.a@bove Fort Laramie, above all the sand hills and bad roads
~ on the north side of the river, on the main travelled
- route to California, Oregon land Salt Lake, s
- In consequence of the great loss of 1life and property
during the' last spring emig%ation, by bad bridges and flat
boats, and to insure safety, we have determined to build -
our bridge in a most substantial manner and of sufficient
~ 8trength and width, for the heaviest teams to cross in
-the most perfect safety.
' The ' proprietors have s?lectad the best place on the
river [for a bridge, a place |recommended by a great many
~emigrants and mountaineers ﬁell acquainted with the whole
ﬁpountr&.:,ln crossing here, lmany dangerous ravines on the
Esouth'bide ofi:he'Platte_diéruptive to wagons, are avoided. -
i The pﬁgprietors will be predent to superintend and pgive 5 !
. every atteMtion and aid to the traveling public. The rates

:ﬂbf toll will be greatly reduced from those of any previous

llyear, ’Thqre will be at the 'bridge two blacksmiths and vagon

: "Hmake%hﬁhops for the accommodation of emigrants. ' The company

ﬁwill ve a good grocery store and eating house, and all
ikind of Indian animal peltries, also hogs and cows, horses ;

o end myles at low prices.. Emigrants will find it to their

-jagvantag_'to come direct “to |our bridge before purchasing i
jelsewhere. Teoed g T x B |
i A h .~ - || BISSONNETTE, KENCELEUR & CO. ol
;For'furﬁ@er-particulars,3we'refer to Mr. R, L. McGhes, our
{agent at!3t. Joseph, Missouri. ‘ | i
i - g ; . ‘ | o
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Obviously Kenceleur:was-usiqg the winter time to build another
bridge, this time on much larger proportions then the one he had

bullt during the winter of 1849 + 1850, That the Platbe Bridge was
| : : 1

a financialfsuccass during the summer of 1853, there is little
doubt: ’

MINER'S EXPRESS. Vol XIII No. 3, Dubugue, Iowa. Octoher 5,
1853. 2 = 1, FREMONT COUNTY,--We learn from a reliable
source that Messrs. Kanseler & Co, are building a bridge
across: the Nishnabotney, near Austin in Fremont county. A
custom flouring and saw mill will be erected by these
gentlemen during the fall and the winter., Those! boys of

 MeKissick!s Grove are hard to beat for enterprise. i

! ' ' i :

et

f : , E
That thls work was done at the same location as where Kenceleur
- .= ' . |
had built the 1819 - 1850 bridge' is determined when one studies the .
y i I | !

survéy in 1556 pf the French Bgidge-and-Bluff Road as recorded in
.| the éouﬁty'g "Road Calendar" for %hat'tims. _(Haw app%bpriate_that
1 _this@road i#'the Bicentennial Tr%ilz). | | 5- ' |
EOne-ye%r latef one would have read of the evérdoﬁ-the-go _
Kencéleur‘f;om tha'Fremqnt Countg.Jburnal published a? Sidney, Iowa,

| and Qated September 16, 185L:

3 / "Horrible Outrage. Twenty Soldiers Murdered By The Sioux
'~ Indiens.--We are called upon to record another wholesale murder,
1 perpetrated by the Sioux Indians, the latter part of August.
Bl Our informent, Mr., Kensler, a citizen of this county, returned

. ‘from Fort Laramie yesterday.--From him we obtained the following

particplars: - b Py
3 Alband of six hundred Sioux Indians hed been prowling

- ‘around! Choteau's Fort for some time, and on the day prior to
18 ‘the butchery of the soldlers, stole a cow from a Mormon
s emigrant, four or five miles! this side of Fort Laramie,
1. Notice|of the theft was immediately conveyed to Lt. Garnet,

commanding officer at the Fort, whowith a company of 28 men,
immedistely started in pursuit of the thieves and soon over-
took them. They refused to @ive»up the cow or make any
reparation for the theft, and the conmanding officer therefore |
ordered the camnnon to be planted in front of the | principal .
thief's tent, and after a 1little further parleying, was pointed
upward|and dischsrged. The #op of the tent was torn of T by ‘
2 ; .. " l | L

¢ o | | :
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the discharpo, whoen the infuriasted savapges rushed upon the
Amoricans and killed end scalped every one of them. We did
not learn how many Indians were killed. After this
murderous onslaught, the savapes attacked the American Tur
Company's buildings, which they plundered of everything.
They also attacked old Bordeaux's trading post, and strinped
1% of everybhing. They then'took up their line of march

for Fort Loramie, but concluded not to attack it. The force
at the Fort was too small to attempt avenging the death of
their comrades, and all that could be done was %o forward
the news of the outrage to Washington.

Tt remains to be seon what action the U.S, authorities
will now -take. Murder after murder has been committed this
season; by blood thirsty savages, and as yet no retaliation.
If volunteers are wanted eall on the West. Thousands are
ready and willing to go eand 'avenge the murder of their
friends and neighbors.- : !

_Kbncei%ur was pfobably-carriing back his share oflthe profits-
fromvthé PléttelBridge becauﬁg hé paid off the $2833 ioan from
Jbsephlﬂdbi?oux,on October 8, 18;&1 Perhaps now is tﬁe time for
& reminder %hét travel from parts of Wyoming to Fremont County had
been going Ln from the time of Beal's High Cfeek pqstéofficel

; ; 4 |

Researbh in Rulo, Nebraﬁka, where Kenceleur hhd become that
i _ A
town's proprietor, turns up an answer as to how the F?ench Bridge

|
.’ . A : oo p
] .2 : : I
'RULO WESTERN GUIDE. Rulo, Nebr. Ter. Vol. I No. 1; June 18,
11858, | L. - l.--The Platte Bridge.--Taking into consideration
the' distance for procuring building material, and tools and
‘machinery for its construction, the Platte Bridge i1s one of i
the World's wonders. As thgre are few men in the United States
lwho have ever heard of 1t, wWe give a brief outline of its
1constrhction. - : ! : .
: e names of the gentlemen who projected and built it,
lare Williah Kenceleur, Charles Martin, John Richards, Joseph
Villaundrez, James Bordeaux |and Mr. Bessonette. Two of the
first named gentlemen now reéside in this place; and the third
at thel bridge. f o i

They begun the work in |the winter of 152 and-'53, one of
{the coldest ever known in the mountains. They examined the
iriver fin many places, till they found a rock foundation on
which [bo rest their structure. This they got on the North
Plattel, sbout 750 miles fromthe Missouri River;ﬁ :

- I i

' R N X

|
‘in 823 T67 RL2 had been engineered:
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They hauled pine tlmbor many nilcs to the ﬂpot, and
vhen the rapid current of the Platte was bound in ice, -they
-orectqd there, sevon cribs in diamond shape, 19 feet in
- height, and 26 feet the long way, and 18 feet across-making
- the long way coinelde with the course of the stream. The
logs composing thesc eribs at the points where they crossz
Tfeach other, wore bound with:tire irony the four apartments
" in side each criby were then filled withstone. Under this
" immense weight as soon as a. thaw commenced, the jice gave i
‘way, and the seven cribs settled safely at tha bottom of the |
stream, As the sand was about four feet deep on a part of .
- the bed of the stream, four of the eribs did not immediately
. go to;tha roclk, but in a short time the action of tho water
carrying away the sand, and the weight of the crib worked
. them down to the solid rock. ;
The top of the eribs were then leveled up with other |

. ' timber and stone. Six tons of gtringers ten by sixteen inches
" in gsige and fifty five feet long, were thrown across the

four can be connected with Prench.Village. And since Clement

“.stream, connecting the banks and streams, making nine spans.
'These :stringers were supvorted in the middle with a heavy
cross timber passing underneath, supported a2t each end with a .
- set of king posts.  The whole Pridge was then floored with i
-2 inech plank, and a guard erected on each side. The whole . 4
Yongth 1s Lol foot, and the width 16 feob. This built of \
pitch pine, stone and iron, .
It would have cost in the States at least $20,000.
To look at itssuperior workmanship, and the distant
- degert place in which it is built, it is truly wonderful.
- It was built to accommodate the California emigration.
' The f irst ycar it ‘cleared $25,000. - This year it will
probably be of great service to the Government, for the
crossing of its trains of wagons and troops. Those who
.have seen the bridge are struck withwonder at its sirength,
and superior workmanship, and say that it is advantageously
'selected and situated. , ;
I,
] : ; I
5 |

of thé gix named as builders of the famous Platte Bridge,

VIATOR.

Lamoureaux, son-in-law of James Bordeaux, was on the'building

committes for St. Mary's Catholle Church at Hamburg, and also

| petitioned for the in¢orporation of Hamburg, we have'raached

a transition to a later period of Fremont County's history.

If onq ‘thing 1is dbvious about Frendh Village, it is that it

was: aworking part of the Par WBStIOf the 18),0's and 1850'3. % 5

i
3
i
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one is thinking'ha sees Fremont County during that ﬁeh year-

period, FrePch Village will reset his gaze further westward.

George Catlin had described it in 1832 thusly:

"Nothwithstanding all that has been written and said, thers

1s secarcely any sib jeet on which the knowing people of the

East are less informed than on the character of the West.

'By this I mean the !'Far West', the country whose fascinations

gpread; a charm over the mind, almost dangerous to civilized
pursnits.. Few people even knciw the true definition of the
term '"West', and where its location. Phantom-like it flies

.before us as we travel on our way, and is continually gilded
. before us as we approach the setting sun. In the commencement

_of my tour several of my traveling companions from the city
of New: York found themselves at -a frightful distance to the

West when we arrived at Niagara Falls, and hastened home to

anuse their friends with what they had seen. At Buffalo a
vessel was landing with four hundred passengers, and twelve
days out. 'Where from?! 1From the West,' In the beautiful
City of Cincinnati pesople said to me, 'Our town has passed _
the days of its most rapid growth, it is not far emnough Westl!

- In St. Louls my landlady assured me that I would be pleased
‘with her boarders, for they were nearly all merchants from

- the West. I asked, !'Whence ‘come those steamboats laden with
pork, honey, hides, etc.?! The answer was, 'From the Westl!

Sq,:ifione"is tc.understand-ireally understaﬁd--ﬁrench Village,

he must not be afraid to look' toward thes;etting sun and dream just

a whi
Ville

le, After 8ll, this was thencommon interest within French
« I l

ge, the only unity it had
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