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1. InrrovUCTION

HERTE are occasional instanees where an early i lstorfah skétely
of the beginnings of u comununily are of sufficient inporlance

to justily reprinting. ‘The one offered here fils the test—J. AL
Walker's “Sketels of the History of Edwards County, Kausas” ! In
many respeets the history was excellent and ‘served us o source ol
supply for local historians for some thme thereafter? Necessarily,
however, as the settlement had been in existenee only five years,
anything written so close to the events was lacking in perspeetive.
but an the other hand, it preserved facts that alinost certainly would
otherwise have been lost completely. In faet, few Kansas com-
munities have had the good lortune lo Lave such a history written
within five years of the beginnings. The years 1877 and 1878 offered
4 first false promise of prosperity to the’ pioneera who had come just
prior to the panic of 1873, and whose cup of adversity had heen
filled to overflowing by drought and grasshoppers. Obviousty Walker
was writing for booming purposcs and certuin reticences were desir-
able concerning the starving period aud loeal political frauds. For
the nodern reader it seems helprul therefure to provide some addi-
tional information by way ol giving o sctting {or this pioncer e-
vattnd.

1. A, Walker, the author of the itrst lnstory of Tdwards county,
was forty-three years of age when he ce (o Kansas in the spring
of 1874, Born in New Tiampshive, he had wrried a Vermiont-hormn
warnan, bul had lived in Mussaehusetts, which was the hirthplace
o s five ehilidren. e enteved a saldier’s honestead on Section 14,
‘Pownship 24, Range 19, but supplemented his income by holding
logal ollice: Assessor of Kinsley township in 1875 and counly elerk
under the original eounty organization. On his fiem he sowed seven
and one-half aeres of winter wheat in the fall of 1871 and twelve
weres ol corn in the spring of 1875, Two niles provided his Larm
power and Lwo cows confributed to the support of the family®

1. Published first in 1 iz fa'dum;da County Leader, Houley, Moreh 14, 288, V8T8, yodor the
Vifle, views ol Winaley aml Vieinity, sl w Skoleh of (he Tistory of Eidwinidy Coounty
l\'llnj"-l( e views © aebivead poe pol verprebaesl e, A
Cw Nl Kinshop deegublitan. iy L BT, a uval peper, repriabel the st ol the
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The Kansas climate has ever heen w subject of discussion, but
Walker kept eaelul records of rainfall at Kinsley from My, 1876,
to November, 1877.

RAINIALL, AT KINSLEY
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The rainfall of 1879 aud 1880 was not as {averable, however, and
wuch of the papulation migrated, among thews Walker, who beeame
an emigration agent of the Northern Pacific railroad, assigned to
his native New England.”

In deseribing the beginnings of Kinsley a conspicuous place was
given Ly Walker to the Clicago workingmen’s colony and particu-
larly to the Massichusells colony, of which he was o member, sent
oul by the Tlomeslend and Colonization Burean of Boston, A more
idenlistic experiment was that of the Fraternal llome and Land
Assoeiation of Philadelphin under the leadership of a Prof. J. K.
Wentz, who arrived with his fiest contingent Mareh 5, 1877, and
establighed the seat of the colony, Frecinansberg, southeast al Kins-
ley neruss the river and the main ridge of sand hills. Two other
groups came in April and May, after whieh there were no further
pecords of wrivals® The colony was designed npon some kind of
mutud or coiiperative plan by which Wentz thought workingrien
will sinal! capital might sueceed in agriculture, but the deinils were
not expliined sufliciently in the loeal press to he enlightening. A

4. Phe Vatley Repubdican, Khohey, Deceniber 8, 1877,

6. Lin:ley Graphic, Jownry 1, 1881,
6. Kedwands Cutialy feader, Apil 12, Muy 1Y 1877,
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jarge colony house, 24 by 40 feet, with an ell wing 14 by 24 [eet,
was built by the first party. Plans were announced laler for the
puilding of sod houses, plastered mstde and outside with lime, a
means of overconing the absence of tinber on the plains for building
materinds and of giving wore permanence than the ordinary un-
proteeted sod house ol the short prass country. The outcemne is not
known, ns the press did not report further on this proposil. Wentz
hoped to sceure u ste:un plow for {lic use of his colony, but ap-
parently failed. In fael, within a very short time the whele project
collapsed, but here again the local press falled to report, and
posterity is lefi without informatiun on what bevame of the people
wlho had been broughl out ifrom the Trar Tast. I s even unkuown
whether there were any substantial number of ety workingmen.
The most inferesting azpeet of the experiment was the recognition
at the outsct, even Lhough unsuccessful in their solution, of three of
thie most important pieblems invelved in the adaplation of agrieul-
ture Lo the plains: A deviee Lo make available the wlvantiages of
adequate capital to the suadl farmer, native building materials which
woull [ree the plaing from eeunomie visgsulage Lo the humid, L
bered country, and mechanical furm power.

Other projects mentioned in the loeal papers were o Ballimore
workingmen's associatiou, and a I'rench Catliolie ¢olony, bul there
is no evidenee that wny seltlers were cver brought out under their
auspices.” More tungible were Gernan colony ussocialions erediled
tu St Louis, Cincinnadl aml western Now York, and. (o the adver-
{ising aetivities of the Cerman Knigradon Society ol Bdwards
county.? The German setticments were moslly in the westeru and
gouthern parts of the county, the first Germans being (e Plags,
isther and sons, wlio settled south of Kinsley. The Kinsley Graphic,
May 4, 1878, discissed the colony question in an editorial, suying
{hat “as 0 rule they are suceessiul failures. That is, as failures they
wre a suecess.”  This generalization was qualified only by edtuission
of a limited sueccess of eolonization anieng Gernuns.

The organized-colony idea was a type of social idealisin which was
attractive to numy people of that deeade who were interested in so-
cinl reform and the betlernent of the condition ol the puorer clusses.
Many of these schemes were designed to facilitate the wigration of
incustrial workingien of the Fast to Western agricuttural lands.

7. Kor nunmiicenienly ses Wi, Septustber 14, 1RT7, wid The Vallen fHepulitican, Kinsley,
Jounary 26, 1878

R, The Falley foepublican, Winsley, November 10, Decsinbwr 15, 18775 Jumiciry 6, 1878,

s County feneder, Kinshey, Cubolwe 1, 18775 Pabay L, September 61878, 4l
(‘.‘hx;;.'nn[q:, Hopteminr T LB, i itinaley,
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The Clicago and Massachu=elts enterprises were launched in 1872,
prioy Lo the panie aud depression which began in 1873, hut ncither
transplantel industrial workers. The Chieago ussociation appears
aot to have sent any settlers except. the location committee, and
the Massachusctts colonisls were mostly furmers. Aller the depres-
sion set in there is no record of additionul colomsls sent out by the
Magenehusetts organizition and later census records show that very
jew cune from that area. None of the projects originating in the
depression period resulted in migration. xeeedingly few individuul
settlers cume during the depression periad proper. This iz only
another historieal illustration of the fnet that the frontier did not
serve us a salety valve through which the preblems of reenrrent
Auerican depressious were sulved, Ou the contrary, the evidence ol
population movement 1s conclusively in the opposite direetion, and
the loeals in the Kinsley newspupers muaele frequent mention of the
return to the East of those who {urned their faces toward their.ohl
hoies.

The estublishment of the neighboring town of Offerle near the
weslern edge of (he county was mentioned by Walker,  bawrenee
Offerle umd his sons were anong the most influential, il not the
Jomninant members in the carly life of the community, operuting a
general store s well s agrivalturl cuterprizes.  The st ofiiee
called Belpre near the eastern cdige of thie county was extubhished oz
carly as 1879, but the Lown was nob Lad out uanti!l the raulraial was
Duill south of the river in 1886 The arizin uf Nettleton s nol o-
diented, but during the winter of 18761877 Jolin Fiteh, of Myde
Park,. T, settled there and undertook Lo promote the place oo
big way. 1is house, intended for o hotel, was reported to have been
98 hy 42 feet and three stories above a full busement, and ilhuni-
nated by gas manufactured oo the premizes. A three-slory miil was
built, with equipment for grinding Hour, feed and Tor shelling covn.
The plan was Lo use wind power, bul the windmill was suppletented
Dy a slemw engine. In 1877 Fiteh raised corn, barley, millet, sweet
polutoes, rnbbage, tamutoes and other produets, and beenme post-
 master and railroad station agenl.  There scemed o Le no Lt to
liig awibitions aud energy. Disaster pursned bim, however, lis wife
dying in Mareh and he being killed in an ueeident in July, 1678, Iiis
eslate was liguidated the following yewr nud Netteton {(IPiceliburg)
soun fell Inte ubseurity ?

w. Phe Uilloy fepubificon,  Kinsdvy, Nosaaobr 8, I Jundiey 24 Mol o, 1470
Fadwrreds Coneuty oadve, Basley Seplerder 20, Deonbaer 200 TEVT G Mgk 7 i

Asgunt i
(RyK. i by tevgeebedecua, Polonmny TR, 1D, HEY !



FanLy History or Eowanbs County 263

As wiost of the eounty lay south and cast of the Arkansas river,
the bridging of that stream was an essential publie lmprovenent.
The houds were voted by the county July 29, 1876, and the structure
was reported completed in Mareh, 1877. The contraetors had used
timbers shorter than specified tn the contraet, mnd defective material,
even after it haul been condenmed, had heen built into the bLridge,
The county deelined to accept the bridge until alterstions had been
made to inereaze its strength and ellicieney, and until concessions
liad been made in the eost.'® Tn a later report the county commis-
sipners stated that ol the $12.000 worth of bonds voted, $9,000 had
been sald at 871% net, yielding $7,875, of whicli $184.13 was slill on
Land ' The weaknesg ol the bridge was nol remedied iy full, evi-
dently, because in Mareh, 1881, eleven of the twenty spans were
washed out, requiring another $2,000 to make repadvs and reopen it
ba brelbie.™

The briel: school building at Kinstev waz eonstructed of local
materiads and was a souree of pride when il was built al the cost ol
§1,000. AL firzt only two roams were fimizhed ;) the vodhvided second
Hoor, 35 by B0 feel, was used as o publie Lall.  On April 30, 1577,
(he women of the community eelebruted the completion by holding a
commnunity supper, social and danee. ™ During the first term only
the enst romm on the main floor was used, but before the winter
passed, complainls were made beeause of crowding 75 ehildren nto
one oo, and the gchool was clused February ¥ for a two monthy’
vacation, during which the school hoard proposed to seat qimd furish
(e wesh room. O Apeil T three months” spring term was sehed-
nled W open Sehool teaching must have been o relatively strenu-
wus profussion in those days as sume of the children curied (irenviis
and practiced using them during recesses and on the wuv (o and
from scheol. The editor of the Republican protested in June, and
apatn in Sepfember, 1878, app wling to the parents for coiiperation
i terminatimg the practiee aml warned that in eaze of failure arrests
would fallow.!?

City pride in the school buildimg was soon digsipuled when the
walls eracked and erumbled. In 1887 it was torn down, the locul

W, Kdwards Cawnty beader, Winsley, Marel 20, 1877

11, ibid.. August 2, LBT7.
1o, Kinsley Gruphic, Mareh 5, July 24, 1881
18, Edwords Cunnty Leader, Kinsluy, Apiil 19, Muv 4. 1877, Walkeos history puve the
Tt the Dwahding e 65 by 40 bt o stnted thit e wers four reents, Puasibly il
Jpp et feptuin Witk linizhed the sveund your, 3 I
4. The Veltoy HBopabdecan, Winskey, Juoonry 1), Febom 2 187
Ve, Tho Kiedey foepuhlices Septouher v 1, 1878,
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paper conunenting that the work was proceeding rapidly because the
bricks were loose from the mortar:

The teuring down of 1he old eentral school huilding diseloses s raseally
picce of work on the puil of tie eontracior who Luill it. Thousands of brick
in the walls never were bumed al all, They are simply uod bricks.
Anvone who will put sueh brick in the walls of & public school building
deserves a term in the logislature 26

Of the eighty-five {fnmilies in Edwards county in 1875, seventy-
five had taken [nnd and, ageording to occupation, the landed familics
were distributed as Tollows: Fiity-two furmers; live earpenters;
three painters; nine other lrades represented by one each (hotel-
keeper, luwycer, innson, millwright, shioemaker, surveyor, elerk, chinir-
waker, rutlroad agent) and six wills no eecupation designated 1% O
the ten Twnilics in the county without land, Lwo were lisled as
farmers, five other trades represented by one each {railvoud ngent,
printer, bricklayer, carpenter, painter) and three with no oceipation
designated. .

According to luad tenure, of the seventy-two lar whoun records arve
availahle, Lwenty-six {(about 36%) had made preémption entries,
five (abuut 7%) lLiomesteud entries, thirty-seven (about 519%)
soldiers’ homestead entries, two thober claim entries, and three men
apparently liul bought land oubright. I one ease oo had filed
on hath o seldiers homestemd sl a Gimber aliin. Coaspienously,
phiese first settlers took government, nol raitroad land, wnd therelore
it was the liberal Lind Lows and particularly (he soldiers’ homesiend
Lo bhnl served as e eriginad alteaction in this parbienlar slanee.
B fuether Dndieation of Lhe deifb of Tand oeeupation was anmouneed
feom tine (o (e by sunaries of Tocations made by the local veal-
estute agents. Thug, for the month of March, 1877, tlie record stood:
Precinption, eleven; homestead declaratory, seventeen; homestead
entries, eight; timher culture, thirteen?® Ou May 3, 1878, the
Ldwurds County Leader remarked that live-eighths of 1he available
gereage was governinent and the remainder-Santa Fe railroad land.
Near the end of April, 1877, the report was that more than one
hundred persons Lad seitied over fhe river and all government lund
wiy Laleen ddong the Conrnehie county vead southward to within a
few utiles of the Rattlesuake™ By the end ol the year a similar

16, The Kinsey Weekly Merewry, Avgust 18, 1887,

(7. CKunae Stale Consu,” 1876, Binghe bt wew emalinl wg foailios fon e
g ki

18 Fdweds County Londes, ley, Apil 5, 1a77.
1. fbul, Aol 26, 1877,
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report was published regarding government land between Kinsley
and the Sawlog or South Fork of the Puwnee®

The slate census data of 1875 show an average age for eighty
farm operators of 36.5 years, and for thetr wives of thirty-four years.
The age distribulions are given in the table aud show compuratively
few in the twentigs, the lurgest group heing in the thirties, although
twenty percent of the men were forty-tive or ulove, or almost ex-
actly the same proportion as were below thirty. The eldest was
sixty-five and the youngest man or woman was twenty-two.  The
separation of single [rom married men ciuphasizes that sixteen of the
nineteen in the tweniy-year-old group were singie and that twenty-
seven of the thirly-five of the thirly-year-old group were murried.
In other words, the permianent backbone of this [rontier wus not
young marricd couples starting life and expecling to grow up wilh
the country, but rather middle-aged people with families. Twenty-
nine families had sisty-twa ehildrven of thelr own, or about two per
Family, besides a tolal of five other ehildren heing raized in Lhese
famidics.

Ack Distanurion oF Fany Ovenvions ano Wives

Ape Gronps Tz Qpuitutons Woinen Siugle M Murried Men
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L ATECE (1) P s 15 1l 1 11
HOIE wp S i o B 1 4, 3 7
[ T E———— W ¥ ( 3
=D o pamets ol s i P 2 A
GO, acee ko e e Dot It k -} .
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The soureeg of Tdwards counly population ag ol 1875 were soine-
what unusual.  Of seventy men whose place of birth was recordet]
thirly-four were horn in New England, mo=tty in upper New Eng-
land, and nineteen of the forty women., ‘T'he next largest groups
were from tiie North Atlantic states, and foreign born fromn Ger-
many, ngland and Irelund. Toriy-cight of the sevenly wmen cane
o Kansas irony New England, particularly from Massachusells as
their place of last residenee, and Lhe next largest group, seveuicen in
number, caue from the North Cential slates east of the Mississippt
piver,  Only tHiree ol The sixbeen foreign born cone direed from Lhe

0. The Vil Lvgrbbecan ]\’iu:;h-_y_ Peagmadar 1, 1878,
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country of birth, and nineleen ol filty-four native-born men and
cleven of thirty women cane direct from their birth stotes.

The agricultural schedules of the county for the census of 1875
recorded tie crop program oi seventy-two [arms.  Of these, sixty-
four farmers planted eorn that spring, averaging thirteen acres eacl;
twenty-six farmers averuged cight acres cach of winter wheat
planted in the (all of 1874 and oue [anmer planted spring wheat in
1875, sixteen fanmers planted burley and twelve planted ouls, in
cacl ense an avernge of three acres. Ol oiler crops, three farmers
planted rye and one fmrmer eael planted sorghum, millet, potatoes
and sweet potatoes. On ten farms orchards had been started. Un-
questionably, corn wis the predoninant crop, and twenty-five farm-
ers planted nothing clse, the corn acreages on these furms ranging
fram three to ten acres, JToven il the seazon hiad been favorable,
whicl it was not, the county would not have produced enougls grain
o foud itsell.

The livestock equipmient ol these farms conaisted of sv\reu(y-uight
horses distributed wunong thirty-cight operators, supplewented by
cight mules on five fanns; sixty cows geattered wnong {wenty-uine
owners; seveuty-lwo other ealtle among twenty-six owners; aud
twenty-uine hogs umong cleven owners.  Four furners owned sheep,
but most of the 419 sheep and 1,270 pounds of wool were credited to
two men. No livestoek of any kind was listed on twenty-five [nrins.
Yhree furmers repurted poultry or cggs sold, and eight a totul of
§30 pounds of butter unule during the preceding year. Clearly, the
nieat supply wits as delicient as the grain supply.

Although the doliar figures for the value of muchinery equipment
of s may nob be reliable, yet their gencral significance is in-
escapable. Thirty-five farmers reported no machinery, white (hivty-
goven reporicd an average value of about $26, Tlie total value of
personal properly listed was $10.952 distrilnited wnong forty-nine
fnemers, the siadlest being 35 and the largest #8534, with an average
g $226. Twenty-oue listed no personal property.  Tu view of the
Jeficiencies in other respects this ilew wuas more favorable thuan
might be expected, a= twenty-five ol the whole number reported
R2O0 worlh or over.

During the fust winter alter the main bodies of colonists arvived
(1673-1874) many were destitute. Appeals were made to e Presi-
dent of the United States Tor aid to be distribuated rom iy slores
at Fort Lerned, but requests were denied as congress had nat pro-
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vided supplies for that purpese.  Gov. Thomas A. Oshorn wrotu to
one group of settlers under the date of Deeomber 20, 1873, suying
that he understood that o loeal relief boavd was iunclu:mwr at
Petershirg under the direetion of Capt. P. 1L Niles, who would give
aid in case of necessity. No further information has been forth-
coming regarding this situntion, hut the reference to Niles suggests
that possibly the source of funds was the Buston organization which
had sponzored the Massachuselts colony.

In the season of 1874 the drought, followed Ly the grasshopper
scourge, added to the distress which would in all probability have
been serious enough in this primitive piains settlement becuuse the
nation ae n whole wag in the depths ol economnic depression. A stute
velief conmuittee us well as the federad government through the vari-
ous ariy posts distributed food, clothing and conl. On Deeember
13, 1874, C. L. TTubbss, who had been appointed by CGiovernor Oszborn
to net in Bdwards connly, veported to the governor that fifty-uine
persons were in ueed, Inview of the faet thad there were only 2
persans in the county, this would indicale that ove-fourth of Ju.
pnpn!atmn wiz on the list. The Santa Fe railrond advaneed sced
wheat in Uie (ol of 1874 to setblers along its hne, allowing & mnuxi-
mum of fifteer bushels per favm. Not unlil 1876 did the county
hegin to zhow signg of recovery, bhut by 1877 jnnigrants were (‘nn..-
ing into the region in large nuhers =!

1t i evident that the organization of Edwards county was acvom-
plished by weans of & fraudulent cenzus, i Far some reason 10 wag
altowed ta stasl, althengh the legislature declined o seat the vepre-
sentative uantil 1877, Wilkiout vivers to aflord nalurad faeilities for
transpartation, the rilroad had been the neeessary preliminary to
seltlement as applying to the whole sub-humid West, That fneu has
been rather generally recognized by hiztoviin, but an equally im-
portant one nut clearly umlerstond is that =o =iall o papulation and
w little property could nol have maintained either the sel ement it-
self or a leeal government had it not been for the railrond, In 1877
1AL Watker eanlied attention to the distribution of property holdinys
in the county, The railrowd valuation constitnted over eighty-=ix
pereei af the whole. o
iiond® b v,

Contzal Teliel Chann
yaitbevind om Heopeden

milenee voneeriing o lieT is Tound v “Conegpondinee of Konsss (ave
B, Knnsw '.':alu!l. Histrien) Sueicty ). The reenrds of the  ansas
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Taxsrses Propeney or Ilpwanpy Counery, 1877

Santa Fe railvonrd and its subsidiary the Avkansus Valley Town Co... %380,000

TS TeR UL s ol o o S Bt e TG s G il e B Lo o e o 10,000
Nonrestbenls . ..o e . 10,000
RIS AT IS L A B vl B o i o e e I B Ry s s il ... 40,000

$1-10,000

Nonresident property was negligible and resident properly wus
mostly personal rather than real estate and was mostly lost (o taxa-
tion beeause of legal exemptions. It was pointed out that loime-
steaders would avail themselves of the maximum time of seven yeirs
to prove up and take patents and only then would their land beeome
taxable. Prefinptors would take advantage of the grasshopper law
which extended the time for making payments so that suel land
would not generaily become taxable until 1879.22 There is probably
no exaggeration therefore in the conlemporancous stalement that the
railroad took “the burden of the taxes off the lnrmers und producers.
The company pays ahout. 95 percent of the taxes,” 3

The particular oecasion for hringing this silualion out into the
open was the controversy aver the voting of bonds for a courtliouse
and juil.  An “Old Secltler” argued that there were not enough
people; that the most of e county lay across the river and ihie
settlers had not been there long cnough to qualify for veling; and
that later it might Le ilesirable to remove the county seat to suine
point across the river neaver thic center of the county.®  The answer
of Kinsley to any suggestion of tuking the county seat across the
river requires no commient.  The editor of (he Leader advoeated
foreefully the cause of the courthouse, insisting that ventals and ex-
pense of transporting prisoners fo Great Bend would meet tiie in-
tercst on the necessary bonds. Relerring to the voting of bonds for
ihe bridge, le stated:

Plhien, as well as now, the greater pard of the tuxes in Tidwards counly was
pind by the rilrowd Lind compuny, wnd iU was expected Ut spid company
would object ta e building of u Inidge until the prospecls logked more 1:1vor-
able but nob so, when eonmeled, they suid build your bridges, ke youg
ilproverents lronghont the counly, and alithoush we nay the bullk of 1he
fnxes, all weowanb s clean loasls, ceonoiny and e stedling on the purl of
couuty oflicins,

On the courthouse question he declarad:

Wil o Tewrs of the puitroned Tund company ohijecling and if they do not,
why shoull weo Howill beow long e betfore those who have Luken CGovern-

pa, Mdnaeda County Leader, Kusdey, daly 26, 1877
Thid., Muay 3, 187
aq. Ihad., Nagy 21, 1877
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ment land or before those that may tnke, will have to prove up aud in the
menntime the rajleoad company will be taxed from year Lo year jor the pay-
ment of the bomls issucd, nnd many of the old setilers na well as the noew
ones will find when the proper thne comes for proving up their cluiws, that by
the judivious mansgement of our county officials, in the year 1877, thul lhe
publie buiidings have all been erceted and that they are in possession of good
farms with no taxes to pay for such improvement s

No stutement has heen found fromn an official of the Santa e rail-
yoad or of ils subsidiary land eompany, and there iz no means of
kuowing whether the editor of the Leader iy have heen under ob-
ligations te the compauy and may have heen gpeaking under in-
gpiration, hut Liowever that may have been, all of the independent
facts availuble point to the vounclusion thul the general picture of
the situation was essentinlly true, although in specifie detail it may
fiave been overstated ®8 J. A, Walker's stateinent was that rentals
aud other expenses were eosting $1.13 per thousand, while the direct
levy would be about $1.82 per thousand, or a net increase in laxes
of 69 cents per thousand ® The couuty treasurers prinfed stales
ment ol the tax rate for 1877 was:

B laltoRe " FOin it . can e g o e n e ad it e e o o s e 0.55
AT COTTTIL ™ S i i 2t el e 6 P o 1.00
ENinsley Qowmsilip sreth miosssfeit doiide s sranust 0.15
Trenton Lownship ..o i 0.10
Ol D o™ & A e e S ke bt ) 0.10
T R O B R A s i i B e e et i s 0.20
Selicoldistsi ChINoT L v far 50 e S0 B R e « o6 S D bak B i.10
Sehoal distviet No. L bonds.. ... i, 0.40
Selimal istrlet TNO. 2 cawer i b e sp- uine i B EIEE 1.00
Sehoot distriel No. 2 bondds. ..o .60
Sehioe] EIELHCTINOLTS bx ne i = D b« el sl e 1.60
School distriet- No. 4 oo crm o e mem s 55w s 0.50
Sulioo] istrict Nox 5 . b oms b rpaere oo @rduon b b 1.30 28

On petition of July 7, the county commissioners ordered an elec-
tien to be held Angust 4, 1877, on the question of the issuinee of
$8,000 in courthouse and jail bowls. The proposition was defeatel,
and apparcntly very badly, beeause the Leader vecorded the mo-
mentons event with a three-line local awl a eub of o sick rooster,
Bk no figures or comuent.™

On the basis ol experiencs, the apgriculturdl systone wag andess

a6, I, Moy 41, 1877

an, Maat of the counly pesords Tanoed Joow town fire in 1876
il Lawens lde tee weialy "

. Wint abe gutlne hos
of Loy et rentedobiny in

g i oxeepl s Hiey ggear b the gl Juidy. Buie
Ietuid, bl witbwil vheanting e loger wepasts of e el
ur, Edwands Cwiaty Leador, Xangley, July 26, 14877,

wd, Fhed,, Noveiahes B 1897,
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oing some modifieation and especially with the temporary tirn
ol more favorable climatic conditions.  As the following table shiows,
winter wheat inereaged rapidly, but us thne was Lo demuonsirate,
not in fulfilhnent of hopes for this crop. The Early Red May, «
<oit wheat, did not prove altogether suceessiul, although it was the
hest variely then piven any widespread trial in the aren. Spring
wheat and barley had a substantial following, hut oats made com-
paratively little headway.  Clearly, corn was still the prineipal crop
in the counly. Among the new crops that showed promise were
millet, broomcorn and sorghum. This early experiient with sor-
ghum was significant, becnuse it was not a nadive of the Western
hemisphere, had been introduced only rvecently, and was =oon o
prave one of the wost rehable of the Pluins erops. 1t 15 evident
that by 1878 only the beginnings had been made in the haflling
problem, still only partially solved, of adaptation of the agricultural
system to the sub-lnmid envirommnent,

Acieaci 1 Foans Cuors, Fowawns Cousry, 18751878 3

oy A35h [ 175 baTH
Winder wheat .o e e £ 524 701 2204
Sprimg whent oot 4 39 283 1469
o o N 1 [ S T 39 65 143 Fod
TR Vi P e S - B 46 158 529 1.273
EuiM Ll st onmmmonewng, = 839 1,220 1,770 2908
L (1L T S e 0.5 18 11 73
IO IO b ks il L & = O - a3 0 2 32 7
MiDet oo Thussovian oo 0 21 123 72

1 J. AL Wankenr's Ianwy Hisrory o Bowakns CouNty

The lirst recorded aecount af the territory now embraced in Id-
wards county, Kansas, is no doubt found in an eld book edited by
Moses, and brought to this countvy in the Mayflower, by John Brad-
ford, several copies of which are s(ill believed to be extant in Kansas.
Nothing more is certainly known of the country until about the
widdle of the sixteenth century, when Coronado, with a hund of
Spunish adventurers raided through it in search of the land of
Havitel, where there is gold referved to by Moses.  Faiting to pene-
trate Far enough west, he sadly retvaced his steps, and for three
hundred vears this country remained a {erra incognita,

[Tn the] swmmer of 1848 Oen. Kearney,; with bwenty-seven hun-
dres] men, marched over these “desolute plaing” and took posses-
sion of Bunta Feo In May, 1854, conpress ereeted 0 dhe

au. tiest el Begort of the sbe Buand of peicattere UVatchig Taia), . 1%
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territory of Kansas® The terrilovial legislature of Kansas in 1860
provided that all the territory west of the Gth prineipal meridian,
and south of township 18 be known us “Peketon ¢ounty.” In 1867
the legislature blotted Peleton county fromy the map and lormed
other counties out of its territory, among which was Pawnee county,
whieh embreeed thirteen townships of what is now Edwards eounty,

In the smnmer of 1871 the A, T & 8. F. R Rowade preliminary
survey for the loeution of the rond througls Pawnee and countics
west, and the ruilrond was completed to where Kinsley, Fdwards
eounty, now is, about the 1st of August, 1872. During this month
a committee representing the “Chicage Workinmnen’s Coluny,”
amaong whom were Dr. sam’l ¢ Rodgers, Cal. C. N, Pratt and Rebt.
MeCanse, seleeted this as the Joeation of thetr eolony, and named
it Petevsburg, in honor of one of the divectors (1. ). Peters) of the
A Toa e e R R, and in Qctohber following united with the
people of Larned in a petition to the governor to take steps looking
to the organization of Pawnee county. 1. C. Hawkins, of Larned,
wus appointed census taker and was hebieved ta have envolied every
mun in the conmty.  In November an clection was held resulting in
the outgeneraling of Doctor Rodgers by the Larned peopie, and the
clection of Larned men to fill all the oflices.  Undismayed, Doctor
Rodgers proveeded with his improvements and on the 5th day of
December, 1872, the cornerstone of the Buftilo house (the structure
pow known ag the Kinsiey hotel} was nid in anple form by Doctor
Rodgers and Rolt. MeCanse, between where now is Parker’s black-
smilh shop and the railvoad tracl, and the builiding approaehed
completion as rapidly as the Dortor could wet trusted for waterial.
Aloul this Lime the ruilroad company estabhished o telesraph ofiien
at the tank three miles west of Petershurg and Fred. Gardner, the
present handsone, eflicicnt and justly popular station ageni at
Kiusley, was installed as operator; «bout this time also A. D. Clute
was prospccling ubout Pebersburg, having berome o member of (he
sWorkingmen’s colony.”  In February, 1873, the telegraph ofliee and
operator were removed to Petershurg, and the Buffalo house had
heen sided, amd on March 10th, 1873, Messes. M, DL Hetzel and A,
13, Clute orcupied it (L was already open, being sans root. doors
aud windows) as a botel, and the ruilromd tradns stopped at Winsley
for menls®  Mus. Clute was hostess, and Messt= L & C.osoon had

S Tho auission i nn oo deseaapliom ol Bl Lop

42, The nilrod an irowih the lOWthlI" duiamndly frown annleasl 1o sontiee
Ui theprot wars vty ol tesel, nt Uie Ll vl Xaxlh yom Tl et bl
IR T ) e T T TR S L TR A e it e spuniie e e o,
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doors and windows to the house, partitions inside, a hridal ehamber,
Lung with tapestry (?) amd a rool upon the house nnd presently a
hotel second to none other west of Topeka for the guadily and
variety ol ils cutsine and for eourtenus atfention to puests—exit
TDoctor Rodgers.

Prior to the building of the Buffalo house, Sam’l B. I'ay and
faunily Lad come to this country and had lovated near Nettlelon and
are now living on the seelion 6, town 24, range 18, and muy prop-
erly be considered the oldest inhabitants of Fdwards county. One
of their ehildren was buried near Nettlelon i Qelober, 1872,

Tn Marel:, 1873, Messrs. Wentworll, E. IX Soart, 'I'. L. Rodgers,
E. W. Griggs and W. F. Blanchard, representing the Mussachusetls
colony, from Bostoi, located the colony ut PPetershurg, and built
three eolony houses near the railroad track, just west of where the
Kinsley house now stands. Meorrison, of Grasshopper Falls, built
4 lwo-story structure just north of the Buflalo Louse, and N. C.
Boles, now postinaster of 1utehingon, opene:d out a stock of drugs,
and was appointed postmaster. There heing one posloflice named
Petersburg in Kansas, this ollice was named Pelers. Subsequently,
Ioles sold out to J. W. Jenkins, who put in a stoek of groceries and
on the resignation of Boles, succeeded him us postinaster.  Jenkins
vuzed the building and v is now duing duty al the comer of Marsh
and Sixehostreet. W, F. Blanehard and 1. C. Blanehurd built houses
an seetion 8, town. 25, range 19, the lirst frame dwelling houses
Luilt i ledwaods coundy. 1 T Redgers built & slare on the south
side of the track and opened vat astoek ol groceries. Subscquently
Le removed steross the traek and enlavged o3 store, ulthnately sell-
ing oub to Wm. Emerson. E. K. Smart opened up a luinber yard,
which he subsequently sold out to W. C. Edwards. Wentworth
celtled in Harvey county, and B. 1L Griggs returned to Boston,
In April, 1873, o goodly number of colonists wvived, among whom
were Cupt. Niles, N. L. Humphrey, FOAL iall, 11 P, Merwin, John
A. Brothers, J. T. North, . C. Badger, M. Mour, 1. W, liggins,
Briges Monroe, J. TL Murphey, Robert. Hendersou, C. N. Bonner,
.. 11 Dudicy, J. A: Walker, Jas. Wilson, 1rauk Spring, Jr., muny
of themy with funilies, and with the exeeplion of ¥, H. ]"a’l!, sl
stick.

In May, 1873, the townsile of Poetersburg was surveyed and
platiLjed aond Wo G Kight erected W it dwelling house at the
corner of Thivd street and Colony aivenue novth, now owned and oo-
cupicd Dy Caplo Jo A Prechand. The degisiature vy readpustod
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the bounduries of Pawnee county i Muarch, 1873, and left thiricen
townzhips out in the cold, unattached to any connty or judicial
districl, “We, the people” of these thirteen townships, organized
themselves ns a eity of the third eluss and elected F. 1L Fall, mayor,
JoAL Walker, Fred Garduer, M. 1. Hetzel, T. L. Rodgers and W. B.
Pattison, eouncilmen, M. Moar, police judge, and Robert MceCanse,
marshal, which organization was maintained until this territory was
attached to the Sth judicial distriet the winter (ellowing—the courts
adjudicated but two eases during that thne and the organization
fevied no taxes and paid ils own expenses. BOTL Fall went “wesl to
grow up with the country” June 30, The eity was numed Deter’s
City, in honor of Capt. Peler 11 Niles, resident agent of the New
England Tlomestead and Colonization Bureau (which had sueeceded
to the cffects of the Massachusetts colony) and agent for the sale
of the railroad land.  Taylor IFhek, g, the pioneer lawyer of the
county, nunle the first entry of govermnent lund in the county and
subsequently bought the raileaid interest in the Townsite. g

Tn June, 1873, Col. C. N. Prutt, interested elike iu the Work-
inginen’s colony sl the Massachugetts colony, cune to Petersburg
as e representative of Mrs, Elizabeth Thompson, o wealthy lady
of New York and sister of Geo. W, Rowell, now of this county,
proposing to build a hall for the use of the eilizens, Mrs. Thompson
vontributing therefor the sum ol $1,500 and the railroad eompany
giving the lot.  The hadl was built and was subsequently used as o
sehoolraum and for publie uses, but throusl somne misunderstanding
she fnally deeded it Lo her nephew, Aloeso Rowell, who ultimately
ol it aned it wus converled inlo o hotel, the present Eurel:a house,
now under the popular managemaent of W, I° Blanchurd #9

A meeling of citizens wiy held and il wag voted that the nome
ol Pebersburg should be elhanged to Winsley, in hevor of Ton, 100, W,
Kinsley, of Boston™  In September, 1873, Mis. AL L. MeGinnis,
sister to Mrso WO X0 Blanelord and F. C. Bhuarehard, issued €he
firsl uamber of the Kinsley Reporter, a spicy little newspuper
which she continued to publish until it was merged into the Edwards
Coundy Leader, W T, Bruer purchasing her press awd type in Jan-
wary, 1877, M= Me(linnis also succeeded J0 W Jenking as post-

3%, Lo W77 the Ruivhs house stoad on Musachasetly oo, Latwees Tl 0
o eF 3 Advant tetnend i the Mdwards Cownty Taudi e, Moaeh 2‘5', ‘IHTT. MU R PRI,

M, The Lest stud o wtly e ondy visit of Kby o 1ho fown baaiving Li i
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master, a position she still holds; she alse taught the first school in
ihe counly, beginning v September, 1873, and continuing three
mouths.  Iler sehool munbered ten pupils.

In the lall of 1878, Gea. W. Rowell, Lis son Alonzo, awl his
duughler, wife of Marion Sowards, and their families, with several
olher Lwnilies, arvived hy teams from Wisconsin, C. L. Hubbs [rom
Minnesotn, and later Geo. H., his brother, with their fumilies, by
vailway. A, L. Kendall also made his first appearance.

Taylor Flick, Fsq., Robert MeCanze, Capt. . 1. Niles und C. L.
Hubbs inderested (hemselves in Lhe winter in having the legislature
creet hese tirteen townships, with sieh others as could he Liad, into-
a counly, wh the legislature formed these townships, togelher with
four others on the sonth, into @ soundy which they nied Bdwands,
in Lhonor of W. C. Edwards, of Hulehinson, and senior partner of
the present liouse of FPdwards Bros., al Kinzley.

Tu NMay, 187, amovement wns seb on Toot Lo oblain an orgamza-
tian of the connty, mul Robert MeCanse was appointed by the rav-
prnot ns consis-taker.  [On] July 10, 1874, he made his relurn re-
porting only 301 inhabitants; the law requiring not less than 600
ibiabitants to perfeet an organization. This spring (1874) Major
1co. Bill of Wisconsin, added materially to the prosperity and
population of {he county, himsell and family numbering twelve
souls. Several enterprising Gernis also took elaims seven or eight
yailes south of Kingley, mnong wham were Wau, Plug, Jr., his father
and Lwo nolhers.

Rr. 12, Hetzel cold out his hotel intevest to R Clode, and became
a first-class “granger,” Laving one of the best furms in the valley.

Jolm A. Brotliers sowed rome spring whent and raised {he st
wheat in Fdwards county, amd was the anly nian in Edwards county
who “breaded” himself from his crop Lhat grasshopper season.

Some of the citizens being dissatisfied with the result of McCanse's
enumeralion of inlabitants m Fdwards poninty petitioned the gov-
ernor for the appoiniment of another eensus-taker, and through the
influence of C. L. Hubbs another enumeration was made, and re-
tyrng made in August, 1874, of 643 inhabitants.  This latler enu- "
meration is believed to have heen «fl the men, women and children
in dwards connly at that time. The goveroor issued his proclama-
tion aml appointed G. L. Mubbs, N. L. Humplivey, G, W. Wilson,
commmissimers, aud Jo AL Walker, clerk, Augast 21, 1874,

This sunnner ‘Lo wag on Uie war palh, and o squad ol soldiers
wnder Licud, Camphell, U080 AL were =tatione] neaw Uhe depat.
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The Congregationsl ehurch was organized with eleven members,
amd assistanee promised from Boslon, in building a ehnreh, which
was subsequently fuliilled by the huilding of the prezent ehurch
edifice. The first preaching in the county was at. the Buflals house,
Bunday, June 1, 1873, Rev. 8. D. Storrs ofliciating,

In Septeraber, 1874, the foundation of the briek bloek of Edwards
Bros., was laid and the building was completed during the winter 3
It was not oceupied as a store by the Edwards Bros., until Murch,
1876, the grasshopper raid and the Indian war having retarde] the
growth of the county ut least two years. In October, 1874, the
citizens organized o militia company under the laws of Kuansas,
and Outoher 21, Capt. Emerson was eommissioned eaplain, Ceo. IT.

Hubhs, first lieulenant, and T. L. Rodgg 35080 ltﬁc itenant.  They
were not ealled nto acelive serviee. in}dg 42

Al the Novewber election in 1871 the regular county oflicers

were chosen.  C. L. Hubbs, representative, over A. L. Keudall, hig

conipetitor, 46 votes to 85 for Kendall; T L. Rodgers, Joln A.
Brothers, 1", C. Blanehard, commissioners; Wm. Emerson, county
clerk; E. A, Boyd, treasurer; L. W. Higgins, register of dewds; Jonas
Woodls, clerk of the district court; V. D). Billings, shevilf; J. 8. Pervy,
coraner; W. C. Kiight, superintendent of publie instruetion; Taylor
Tlick, county altorncy; M. Moar, probate judge; IFrank A, Wihite,
county surveyor. €. L. Hubbs tailed to obtain lis scat as a repre-
sentative, but wus admitied as a delegate in the legislature.

The original hoard of county commissioners divided tie county
irlo three Lownships, naming them, vespectively, Kinsley, ‘I'renton
and Brown——ihe latler having but nine votes aud no immediate
prospect of an inerease, the new honrd of county eormnissioners at-
tached Brown township to Treuton and made but two towne hips:
Kiusley nad Trenton.  Late in the sessien of Lhe lesislature Mr
Tlubbs obtained the passage of o law deliviug the bhoundaries of
Brown township in lKdwards county and the board ol countly com-
missioners  promplly re-udjusted Lhe township lines und again
divided the counly into two townships still leaving Brown lownslip
a part of Trenton.

The Roeman Calholic ¢himeh perlecied an orgminizalion, Taelier
. P, Swemberg ofliciating,

The mareh of mprovement was not rapid in 1875 lor eauses
staled. Ten townships luel heen wdded to tle south of Lhe counby

da. The Kdwaods Thoss beiek stone sens sondle of (o toeek ol o e
: t el hluek en:
of the Sixth streel erossing on (e nortbenst eottws of e Bloek wt misth nod M“hh'l“”\ o
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by the legislature, and a term of court had been established uiso
beginning in June, 1875. Litigation had been mildly begun belure
the justices of the pence, the first civil ease being Fmerson vs. Niles,
before T P. Daniel, justice of the peace of Trenton township, fol-
lowed immedintely by n eriminal case: Htate of Kansas vs. Euer-
son, before J. A. Walker, justice of the pence, of Kinsley township.
Prior to the orgunization of Idwards county it was attached to
Pawnee county lor judieizl purposes.

Upon the establisluinent of a distriet eourt for Edwards county,
cases nrising in Idwards county and then pending in the district
court of Pawnee county were transierred 1o the decket of the dis-
trict gourl of Bdwarls counly. The civil cases of C. L. Ilubhs vs,
A. 8 Simmonz, and A. L. endall v A S, Simmons, and the
crimingal eage of State of Kansas vs. & 8. Iumes, were Lhose Lrans-
ferred and came up for hewring ut the June termn of 1876, Hon. 8. R,
Peters, judge. The Buitulo houge wag vemoved from its opiginnl
toeation (having previously been soltd, undey the foveclosure o the
aumerous liens for lumber anmd lakor existing upon it o W Q.
Fdwards and A. D. Clute), to ils present loeation and by the owners
exlensively naproved and re-cligtened the Kinsley house, in [the]
spring of 1875

Lute this [all (1876) or in the winter of (1875-'6) Mossra. Otts,
Offerie and others, substantial and enterpricing eitizens of Hewry
caunty, Hlinots, prospecled e county aud fixed upon the present
wite of Offerle ns o desitable point al which to =tart a {own, axd in
(he spring, 1876, mde a0 begiining, Ve result ol which eannot but
e fattering to their wisdom, judgiient and sagactly. ). W Iad-
wirds was gubsequently appeinted posbhunster. Some of the fLuest
frans and most substantial farmers in the great Avkiunsas valley ure
tyeated about and nem: Olferte.

During the spring, 1876, R. I Edwards, hrother to W. ., opened
aul a Inrge stoek of general merchandize, lwnber, &e., and starbed
{he Fdwards county bank, cecupying the two stores now oceupied
hy Edwards Bros. and Rdwards Bros. & Price. R, B, Martin, framn
Wigeonsin, built Ihis house and stable and subsequently opened out’
the lumber yard now run by Marlin & Telley., WU 1L Davis & Co.,
opened out o grocery store where now is (he “great weztern bakery,”
corner of Marsh avenue nnd Sixth street. Walter Robley, of Llingis
and T, 1. German (“Joe"), forinerly post guide 0t Fort Dodge ;uui

46, The new luestion nst have Pvvy ut op wenr o northwest, eoiner of 3
s, hlork ut Colouy Gl Bigth. G w Kildwands
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i well-known seout, bullt and stoeked the stable now owned and oe-
cupied by the Robley Bros. Keller Johnesce built and oceupied thie
huilding now vwned and occupiced hy Geo, Rumnnell ag o harness
shop.  C. L. Hubbs built and oceupied the building now used by Lim
as o real estate and law oflice.  “Thompson hall” was remadeled,
somewhat enlarged and improved and painted by the owners, Bar-
nett & Thormund, and opened out as the “Bureka house,” by 1°. M.
Joues, now postmaster at Nettleton. The Kinsley Louse again un-
derwent more extensive repairs, still continuing under the skiiled and
popular manmgement of Mr. & Mrs. A, I Clute. At the November
olection, 1875, Taylor Flick was eleeted representative; Ceo. Bill
Wi Plag, Jv, and I C. Blanchad, cownty commissianers; W,
Fmerson, clerk: N. 1. Hunphrey, treaswrer; Robert MeCause,
sherify: 1. 8. Perry, voraner; C. L. Hubls, gurveyor; I W, Tligpins,
vegister of deeds; o M. Jones, elerk of the distilet conrt; Jamnes
Woods having resigned the posilion of elerk of the disiriel court in
the spring af 1875, W. (.. Reed was appointed to fill the vacaney, qd
at the November election Po M. Jones was eleeted for ane year. T'he
tolal number of votes polled was sevenby-cighil. The population of
Rdwards county, as delenoined by census May 1, 1875, wus 234, of
which 138 were males and 96 females. W, C. Kuoight taught two
forms of sehiool i Tlompson Ladl hefore 16 was converted into o
hotel.

School distriet No. 1 was orgumized [in] August, 1874, and in the
spnier of 1876 voted $4,000 in bowds Tor the ereetion of g school-
Louse, resnlling in e evection of e peesent brick sehoollisse,
3% x40, Two stovies gl ad containing Tour spacious voms o
was oecupied Tor sehool purposes 1n June, 1877, prior to whieh, in
the sunmer of and fall of 1876, two terus of schoal were held in
the elnwels building, Miss Zova Kimmius and J0 W Idwaegls
tenchers. During this summer the county voled $12,000 bonds for
the purpose of bridging the Arkansas river, and carly in 1837 the
bridge was completed at a cost of about $9,000. In the winter of
15876-'7 Margan Jensen, from Wisconzin, buill the store now occupicd
by A. A, Brown on Colony avenue. About the smoe Ume C. D,
Perril Dol med gecupied We adpeeent building as o grovery stave,

At the Noverber eleetion in 1876 Taylor Fhelk was again elected
representative by nmnjority of twenty-six voies over C. L. Lubbs;
IO MeArvthur, vonnly attomey; Vo D Bitlings, clerk of the dig-
teiet vourl: W, Kumuons, probate judge and G W, Milner, U=
intendent of public fstruction. By This electio Bdwersds conniy
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obtained her Arst recognized right to a representudion in the legisla-
ture, Mr. Flick having failed to oblain his seal the year previous
for lack of a sulliciently large total vote, and Mr. ITubbs having
been admitted as a delegate only, in 1875, for a similar reason. G,
W. Milner and R. T. 8pivey suecceded . T1. Niles as agente for the
sale of the ruilvoad land in the sumier of 1876, und Milner was him-
seif sueeceded by Monroe & Spivey in the (alb of 1877, and {rans-
lerved to the agenecy for the sale of lunds at CGarfield, in Pawnce
county, with headquarters at Kinsley. In the spring of 1876 Col,
W, Gl Diekenson, nwent ol the Arkansas Valley Town company,
laid out and plat[t|ed about forty neves addition Lo Kinsley, sonth,
and many dwelling houses were erecled theresn. R, L. Fard, 10sq.,
also made purehases in Lhe sumaner of a truet of fand of the AL V. T,
Co., aljoining the aeldition, sonth, upen which severnl dwellings have
been erceted.  [n the winier of 1876-"7 and spring following Doctor
Trecland Luilt two houses on Colony avenue, north, and Inler Jinoes
Byrne, one of the men of *78, purchased and fitted up the tl\\‘%‘lling—
house on Fifth sireet, north, now oceupied by R, Kirk, AL B,
Roundy huilt the brick storeroum now oceupicd by Clasgow & Ca.,
sy a drugstore.  W. Vermillion having previously built the three or
four buildings on the adjoining lots soull. . W, Fuller huill (he
buildivg now know as the Valtley house, which has heen but recently
again enburged.  Jucob Schadtb built the meal market adjoining,
south. W. I Bruer succeeded to the good will of the Kinsley Re-
porter, aud in Mareh, 1877, 1szued the first nunber of the Fdwards
Counly Leader, whiel is now said lo have n ecireulution of one
thouzand eopies. One of the papers west of the Missoumi that prinis
both sides of is paper in its ow office.  To April, 1877, 1. . Willey,
Esq., from Philudelphia, built and occopied his store on Colony
avenue, soulh, as u hardware and furniture store aud tin shop.  Te
has lately been obliged to build @ spacious addition Lo acconimodate
Lis lurgely ineveased busiuness. e was celeeted one of the justices
of the peace of Kingley township in the fall of 1877, During the
spring of 1877 also the Fraternal Ilowne and Land Association, of
Philadelphia, numbering some thirly families, loeated south of the
riverST Messrs, G 80 Osteander, L Forguson, J. Gray, G and 8.
Cuarpeater and several other substantinl wud enterprising cilizens,
of Now York state, with their lmnilies, also loculed south of the

river i the northeast parl of the counly ™ I)mj“g this ster

47, This colony was waally velerred toous the Woends valeny.,
A4, Uhest New Yol inmieaita sl thal annthoast of Uhe pgaemnd oy ol .
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and {all a large number of dwelling-houses, two Llacksmith shops,
earpenler and painters shops were buill on the townsile too numer-
ous tu meniion in detail. Mrs. A. L. MeGinuis, postmistress, re-
moved hier house to Marsh avenue, south, and enlurged it sulliciently
to make aecommodation {or the post oflice. Edwards Bros. &
Dudtey have recently buill o lwge livery and sale stable on the ten
lotg adjuining,

The Valley Republican was started by M. M. Lewis, Iisg., an
experieneed and specomplished jownalist, Nuvember 3, 1877, under
whose able editorin] imanagement it soun elaimed o weekly edition
of five hundied ecopies.  Alter publishing seventeen numbers Al
Lewis “stepped down and out,” aud it is now under (he manage-
ment of C. L. Tlubbs, Mr. Lewis heing engaged in the law and renl
cstale business. During this winler, 1877-'8, Messrs. DePuy &
Frater have ereeted a Luge building an Sixth street as an agricul-
tural warchouse, with a large public hall in the sccond siovy.
Anoiher two story stroclure, on Sixth stveeb adjvining the Messis,
Deluy & Frater, is understood to be svon ocenpicd by A A, Brown,
Adjoining it un the west Messis. Collier & Liane linve upened out a
nmeat market. W, R. Dawvis & Co., grocers, having heen succeeded
by E. I Mecker and he in turn by E. T DMeeker & Co., ramoved
to o more eommodicus bhuilding, with lavge warchouse in the rear
between the Kinsley house nod Edwards Bros. Bloek, wnd opesed
oub o large stock as a general mwerchinndise stove.

In ihe summer of 1876 John Fiteh, o “live Yankee,” purchased o
fract of land wt Netilelon, this county, seven miles northeast of
Ininsley on the railrond, erected o lavge, three story house, 4 barn
and o windmitl Tor grinding wrain, and ib is now Ui center of a
large trade.

Edwards econnty hLas wn area of nine hundred und seventy-three
square miles, 737 280 acres ol land, of which abuut 160,000 ueres nre
{oxable.  Kinsley, the evunty seafb, is in tatitude 87 niinutes, 58
secands; fongitude 99 minutes, 46 sceonds, and with an altitude of
2220 fect nbove tide water, mean femperature of three winter
months 32.59°, uf three spring manths 40.79%, of threc sumer
months 75.16% af three fall months 53.98°. The avernge rainfall
from Muay to Novewber, six mouths, is about cighteen inches,
Maximum extreme of temperature in five years, 110°, mininmnm,
siane period, 1% The Arkaueas viver and Goon ercelt Tuenished an
unlimiled walcr power™  Nu coal 18 known to exist in {le counby,

F Wl e el Bonsting hat e oy geng Bieley neneess bepb g, by
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bul Colorado coal, the hest in the world, can b delivered Lere ut
less than $100 per earloud, or twebve tons. The growing ol artifivial
timber is being made a sueeess; Capt. C. H. Kivkpatrick, near Net-
tleton, has o surprisingly fine showing of timber, 20 ucres of which
will average eight feet in height and congists ol cottonwowmls at in-
tervals of 12 feet, each intervening 11 feet in the rows having hilnek
walnut, esage and willow, Probably the finest traet of arlificial
timher to be found west of the sixth prineipal wevidian. He las also
21 uceres, set out thiz spring in the sme mumer, ol like varieties.
F. C. Badger, three miles northeast of Kinsley, has some that las
grown ten feet high the past season.  Scveral kinds of sandstone,
and limestone of fine quality for lime, ure found.  Taylor Flick,
luser., has an vsage orange hedge, two years old. Alaj. Geo Bill and
(1. B. Ketelunn have an exceptionally fine hedee of the saine ol one
vear's wrowth.

Major Bill Las al=o ten acres of growing timber, chictly cottan-
waoll and black walnut, averaging five Teet i heiplit, one and Lwo
vear’s growtl; he has also ten acres planted witl blaek waluat.

Fdwin Bartlett also hag Len geres in timber, ehielly enttonwend of
one yeur's growth, DMessrs. Bartlelt amd Baduer have, together, up-
wards of forty-five acres of growing timber, aboul twelve acies of
which were phonled this spring,

AL endad] has an 2807 fenced swilli posts and Iarbed wire,

Lie January, 1874, C0 N, Bouner unearthed about four feel-beneath
the surloee, the vemains of some huge asimal, one (ooth of which
was oblained enlive sud well preserved, sl weighed five powds.
A portion of a tusk was also exhumed, three feet in length el five
inches in diameter, but ertnebhled upon exposive to the air,

Mz D, 1 P Dandeds meade the first bread from the first Lhonne-
arown amd home-grovnd wheat in Kdwards county in 1874, Tl
{irst death from natureal enze was a child of 8 T Fay, in Qctober,
1872, The first birth, a daughler to Mrs. Simon Cass, o Augast,
1873. ‘The first warringe, Nellie Clase to W Emerson, April 11,
187+ The lirst dulry was started by Ro 8. Willisason, e Apeit,
1877, and he was suceeeded by N Lo Millz, who notwithstinding o
has living water on his farny is wable To supply the demand for
mille.  The first dwelling howse (Trame) by Wo I Blanelwed,
April, 1873. The first entry of governinent land by Taylor Llick,
bisey., Maweh, 18T The fisst building ceectad on the fown site of -
Kinzley, exchusve of buildings on e rvailvoad vight of way, by
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Tuylor Flick, Lisg., and now oceupied by hin as o law ofliee, July,
1873, The firsi newspaper printed by Mesc AL MeGinnis, in Sep-
tenber, 1873, The f{irst patent for government land was =sued to
Miss Fanny Rowe for the SW g, sec. 20, .24, . 1% The lirst hotel
was opened by M. D, Ileizel and A D0 Clute, NMurely, 1873, Te
first wheat was raised by John A. Brothers, on see. 18, ¢ 24, v 19,
in 1874, The first lathed and plastered house was built by Taylor
Flick, in 1374 The fivst hedge was set by Tuaylor T'lick a0 1873,
The fivst ik were barned by W. Co Edwards, in Avgost, 1874
The first schoolhouse was built in the winter ol- 1876-"77 by school
distriel No, 1. The first Congregational churelh was organized in
July, 1874, The lirst chiureh edifies was bt in the fall of 1874,
The dtest Romae Catholie chureh was organized o the foll of 1874,
The first Methodist chuvelr in May, 1877, The first Preshyierian
churely in Augusl, 1877, The first piano brought to Rdwards connty
was by J. A, Walker, in June, 1873, The first dwelling house on
the townsite of Kinsley was built by WO G Knight, o July, 16873

The buziness of the railroad haad so Loegely tnereased 2t this sta-
Con Ut in Dowel, 1877, Andrew RWingkade was appointed o assis|
Fred Gardner, the station agent.

At the general clection in Novewber, 1877, 1. R Lovell wus
elechnd conuty commnizsiones Tor distvicl number one, sonth of (e
river; Y d ot from disteiet wndnr bwo, e Gleorge Bill rrom
diztrict muanber three, respectively for one, two ol three yeurs;
R. 1. Pord, vounty elerk; AT, Wendall, breasweer; Fohn YW, Waller,
deritl; Jolm G Thager, cavoner; LW Higgins, emisler of decilds
J0 N Narval, county surveyor; aud Jo AL Freeland, probate judee.
W R Kimmens having resigned o= probaie jadge 807 Reed was
appointed by the governor to the vacaney, and Capt. Freeland wus
vlected for one year.

Tmmediately after taking his ottice as sheriff, J. W, Fulier salid
obt the *Iuller bouse” (vow known as the “Valley lhouse”) and
leased the Kinsley house from Mr. Clute, where he entertains
trangers utterly “unawnre” of their possible celestinl origin, and
werthily maintains ile former high veputation of the house,

sy toening, Janwry 27, 1878, about 530 o'clock g, ., &
gang of robbers, with blackened laces, attempted (o rob e depot
and westward hound tinin at Kinsley, but were thwaried by f(le
vigilmee, tact and “wand”? of Kinglade, the night operator. oy
ol thenn ave now helieved to he safely secured in the jail wl Wnporia,
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where they have ample leisure lo compare the exploits of Kingkade
with the “life and exploits of Jack Cade.” 19

No death of any adult person hus occurred [rom aecute disease,
and but three from chronie diseases, in Edwurds counly within these
five years, though thiere are four allopathic and one homeopatiic
physicians located here; and no person has yet been sent to the peni-
tentinry, thougl eighl bawyers and real estale agents each hang out
a shingle here.

The valualion of real and personal properly in Bdwards county
for the year 1875 (fivst year afler orgamzution) wis $231,760.75;
for 1876, $419,318.00; for 1877, $173,800.56. No vuluntion of reul
eslate was made in 1877, the luw of the =taie providing for the valu-
ation of real estute biennially.

The total bonded indebtedness of {hie county, mcluding that of
schoot districts, is $16.925. Therve are nine organized school dislricts,
inelusive of one “joint district” (Ford and Edwards eounties), four
of which ouly have voled bends, to wit: district No. 1, 4,000, joiut
distriet No. 1, $1,500; district No. 2, $1,000; dislviet No. 7, $425,

Geo, W, Fullon, of Rice county, Wansas, has (his day (Marel 13)
bought lot 5, in bloek 32, in Kinsley for the imnediale erection of
a slean fouriug mill.

Cold, sitver and greenbacks and other evidences of wealth that
need but to be “remonclized,” underlie vearly llie cutive area of
Edwards comdy, only a few inches beneath the surfaee. Among
the ten of 73 and carly "7+ who sbruek “leads” the past seazon
were Theos Cavter, thivty=nine bushiels winder wheat ta the aere,
M. )y Uetzel, two hundreed and seveuty-live bushels of Cerman
millet froms five acres, lorty bushels of vye Lo the acre, and o sinall
paleh of oats at the rale of vne hundred amnd twenty bushels 1o
the acre. Jolin A. Brothers, twenty-lwo busbels of spring wheat
per acre, and sixly bushels of barley per acre. 1. T. North, 351
bushiels of spring wheat from thirteen acves, and 556 bushels of
barley from thirleen acres, Edwin Bartlett and F. C. Badger, sixteen
hundred and ninety bushels of barley from forty acres, and twenty-
cight bushels of winter wheat per acre. Geo. W. Rowell and Marion
Sowards each twenty-cight bushiels of winter wheat per nere, and
A. Hippler thirty-one bushels of wheal per sere. Frank Spring,
Jr., 291 bushels of oats {from ten hushels of sced, or upwards of
seventy bushiels per acre.

AN, The Lanmal ymper wog so uvkiod a3 to accuse Winsley of planniige 1he cobbity fu
joahibieity  pr s,
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Among those who have eome here as to o “eity of refuge” (rom
the premier {(pulmonary complaint) ol the “King of Terrors,” is
Ii. A. Nolde, who came from Beaver counly, Pennsylvania, pueked
in a double barrelled undershict aud numerous other flannel enn-
{rivances, an ulster overcoat, eork soled bools, and four yurds of
mulller, with scarcely sullicient sbrength to carry it all with the
hielp of a ecane, and (o whom a toasted cracker and Lwo tabic-
gpoonfuls of lime waler were o hearty meal, now finds the elothing
af the average white man aonply suflicient, and wishing 1o spend a
tay on the range, himsell dous o cardigan jacket, packs His pony
with two blankets and four euns of Boslon baked Leans, slips a
flusk of something for snake-bite into his poclict, vaults into the
saddle without the aid of o stirrup,; and gallops away to some eattle
ranch to sleep wherever night shall everlake him, equal to the
hardiest frontiersman.

Also there is our genial and eloquent conuly attorney J. 15, Mae- |
Arthur, (asthmalie) who came from Clinton county, lowa, wheezing
Hke o stern wheeler with forty loaded barges in tow against the
stremim, now addresses Lhe jury (whenever the other lawyers can
oet g “eorner’” on some petly inisdeineanor) in stentorien tones that
ean he heard three blocks away against o norther,

The fivst jury (six) “sworn to Ly the ense” in this countly, were
tupanelled under the “eity organization” in Decemiber, 1873, Their
names were S, 8. Hart, G W. Wilson, G. W. Rowell, Marion
Sowuards, Jacob Ramte and John Key.  Verdict—*Guilty, with a
recommendation to the merey ol the court, (signed) 8. 8. Ilint,
foreman.™

In January, 1878, Ired Garduer shot six buifule, with six cou-
seculive shots, from the window of the telegraph office, and in July,
1875, W. I'. Blanchard killed the last bulfalo known to have Leen
killed in Edwurds eounty.

T April, 1875, the Cheyenne Indinus juniped their gumwed at (he
ageney in the territory. They wore Leailed and shadowed [or duys
by "I Po (Joe) German, then post guide al Fort Dodge, until tie
evening of April 28, when he came into Ninsley, mnd veported (hal,
{he Indians would probibiy cross the river vear “Lone Tree” somo-
Lime during the night. The Tndians did so cross ahoul Gifleen miles
above Kinzley, und slole two horses belonging (o — - Tolden, On
the morning of April 20, Geran, Ao Lo Kendall, Vo3 Billigs
wd GO W Wilban went, up the railrond ek and stroek the
Todinns’ Geail aboid ten wmites wesh of Winsley, when Wilson eame
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back with n dizpateh to Fort Dodge for froops. Tolden and W,
Plag, ., rode post to Dodype, und Lroops were promptly zent out
from the fort, and the [ollowing evening overtonk the Tudiuns
about thivty miles northwest of Kinsley: but theoueh the =hanelul
inefliciency of the  caplain (Campbielly  commanding, failed  to
capture them. Caplain Campbell was subsequently “peritted to
1'(‘:—];:';11.”

The writer 1= indebled to the admirable history of Pawnee county,
by Capt. Henry Booth, of Liauned, jor the [aetz in relndion lo
Pawnee county, though we take issue with Captain Boolh as to
the ebject of Coronado’s raid. 1w unable to find any mention
of Peleton county outside of the territorial records and Caplain
Bootl’s history, save a solitary reference tlereto in Keansas fleports,
v 3, in Cusick v, Douglas and others.

In thi= hastily written sketeh of the histary ol Fdwards eounty
some inaceuracics and omissions are inevitable, but 1 weuld e
stranoely ineomplete withoul =ome ackiowledgenent of the unifern
courtesy wmd heacty eoiiperntion in a=zi=ting to develop the resourees
of Edwurds county, on Lhe purt of Colo A, Juln=en, commissioner
of the land departnrent, and the other ollicers and managers of the
AL T & SRR R The utmost harony el mootl wili has at all
Gimes existed bolween theinr and The eitizens and ofliciads of the
County.



