BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES

OF A FEW OF THE

PROMINENT MEN AND PIONEERS OF JACOKSON COUNTY.

GEORGE COLEMAN, Czpax Towssuir.

Thore are few sketches of the representstive men of Jackson County
that will be read with more intorest snd pleasurn than that of George
Coleman, or “ Uncle George,” as he is familiarly called, Ho may be
justly termed  ** self-made man,” beitg & man who, by his own -
ergy and determination, has arisen from » small beginniog to s plnce
of influence and honor, snd who to-day commands the respect and ad-
miration of his fellow-citizens.

He was born in Sussex County, England, on the 27th of Novem-
bor, 1815, He passed his childhood dayn in his native county, when,
nmmumminmmmmwdmm
were noesssarily somewhat limited, but this did not prevent him from
scquiring a good, practical pducation, which, with his sarroundings, has
been of more value than any other.

Whmnhm;-nnt-p,hmwhhhiupmﬁuuAmm
and settled in Upper Onnada, where he remained throe years. Here his
fdhi&ied,mﬂuhdh]ikudlhelhuhlnﬂllugﬂmnwrﬂm-
ada, the subject of this sketch determined to try his fortunes in the
United States. He sccordingly moved to Tlinois, and settled about
uulnmﬂnmthn[ﬂhiup,'hinhhiﬂum'buubﬁn;nMGﬁnl
& small village. After a residence of nineteen years in linols, ba
decided to come to Kansas, in order to cbtain farms for his children.
Heo came to Jackson, or s it was then ealled, Calhioun County, in July,
1855, and tock up the claim which he now oecupies. He then retarned
to Tilingis and sent aat his son, and in October, he moved with his
fmily in wagons, arriving on the 20th day of October, 1855, Since
ﬂumﬂnﬂdmhlminodhhm Ha has been sue-
cessful in the ohjects for which he came to this State. He has one of
ﬁtbuthmlnﬂodu'i‘ovuhp.mdhullﬂmmdlhhul:il&rn
vory prosperously sitasted.

Politically, ho has always affilinied with the Democoratic party.
Although never an ofice-secker, his fellow-citizons have had such con-
&mhhdﬁtywﬂhmhtﬁqhuﬂmmb
various important positions, both township and county. He waa one
of the County Commissianars in the years 1860, 1878-T4. He has
been st varivus times, eleoted 10 the office of Treasurer of Cedar Town-
ship, and bas long been Treasurer of his achool district.

Hauwﬁdhl&l&uﬂh!ﬂuﬁh‘mﬂ.nuﬂud&b
sex County, England. This marrisge has been blessed with seven
children, five of who are living.

As one of the earliest settlers, Mr. Colemny has taken a deep intor-
est and pride in the growth and development of Jackson County. His
pumhlahhlwbmumi-ha by one unworthy aet, anid his
private character has been equally blameless.

He is » generous, kind-hearted man, and a good neighbor, and in
hhiwlhh‘mﬁimtblhnmﬂunﬂnunhﬂwhohwhlm

J. W. WILLIAMS, Dovouss Towssmer.
Among the prominent men of Jackson County, who have risen to
phndhhmnﬂimniuhndlnhmhp.uqh
M&-deuhﬂmmtumwﬂofﬁhﬁﬁdn

Mr. Williaza is the oldest son of Richard Willinms, who was a
native of Virginia, but early moved to Ohia, becoming one of the
pionser setilers of that State. The sabject of this skotch waa born in
Belmont County, Obio, on the Tth of Oetober, 1819, he is conse-
quently at this time (1881}, sixty-two years of age. When ten yoars
of sge, he moved with his parents to Morgan County, Ohio.  His edu-
eation ws received in the common schools of Belmont atid Morgan
Counties, and one yoar attendance at Marietts Colloge. r

Tn 1856, he took a trip through the West, and on his recurn wottied
in Hocking Oouty, Obio, whors he remained till 1858, when he came
to Kansas, arriving on the site of his present home on the Tth of April.
His object in coming to Kuneas was to seeire land for his childron, and
to make & home for himself in the Groat West. Although ho has met
with some misfortunes, and endured many of the hardships incident to
n new country, he has, in the main, been very sucoesaful.  Ho was the
first to settle on the open prairie in his neighborhood. He now pos-
gesses o finie furm, well fmproved and cultivated. Sinco coming to
Kansas, his business hos been farming, and bis well-tilled fields nre
convineing proofs of his proficiency. We ara happy to present to our
readers s view of his residence and surroundings.

His political viows have been in sympathy with the principles of
the Republican party since 1858, previous to which fime he neted with
the Demooratic party. Although in no respost a professional poli-
tielan, his fullow-citizens recognizing his merit, have elovated him to
varions important positions. He was one of the Commissionors of
Juckson County in the years 1881-62-63, and Trustes of Douglas
Townahip in 1878-74. In the years 1804, 18T5-76, he represented
his couaty In the State Legislature. All of these offices he has filled
with ¢redit to himsell and to his county.

In 1842, while'in Morgan County, Ohio, be was married to Miss
Elizabeth McKeover, by whom he has been the father of ten children,
eight of whom nre living,

A member of the Ohristisn Ohureh since cighteen yonrs of age, he
has lod & consistent life, and is well known sa an upright, honest maa.

Mr. Williams is to be clossed among Jackson County's pioncer
sotilers, and as such, ho has watched the development of its resources
with much interest, n public improvements, he in ever ready to lend
a helping hand, and where donstions are required for the furtherance
of such improvements, he is never less generous than his neighbors,
Daring his long residence in the county, he has shown himsell worthy
of thi esteern and confidence yoposed in him by his follow-citizena.

PRESTON M. HUMPHREY, Larxs.

M&upﬁnmlﬂdmalﬁhmﬂmulmh&.m
M. Humphrey deserves special mention.

He was barn in Trumbull County, Ohis, November 7, 1820, His
fathar, Theron Humphrey, nnd his mother, whose muiden name was
Harriet Miner, were both natives of the State of Connecticat, but early
moved to Ohin, The mubjeet of this sketeh began lifo on n farm in
Jils native county in Ohio, and bero he passsd his boyhood days. At
hmqu,mgﬁuhnlwwuﬁhnhhanm
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ho set out for the Far West.  He passed the winter of 184041 work-
ing near 8. Louis. TIn the apring of 1841, ho went to Platts County,

* Mo., where he engaged in farming.

Tn 1846, during the Maxican war, he wasin the smploy of the Goy-
ornment.  He drove o team to New Mexico, arriving at Banta Fo on
the 18th of August, 1848, He remained at Santa Fo or in its imme-
dinte vicinity nearly a year, and then returned to Platte County, Mo.

Tn 1857, he took up the claim in Jackson County upon which he
now pesides. In 1858, ha pre-empted a claim in Johnson County,
Kan. In 1858, he moved upon the farm upon which he now resides.
Mr. Humphrey's business has always been farming, and the fine im-
provements on his place are evidences of his industry.

On the 15th of June, 18685, he was united in marriage to Miss
Diantha D. Hubbel, a native of Bradford County, Penn., and by this
morrisge ho is the father of two children—Charles P., aged fouricen,
snd Hattie, aged twelve.

He was a stanch supporter of the prineiples of the old Whig party
4l its dissolution ; since that time, be has beon identified with the Dem-
ooratic party. He held the office of Trustee of Kapioma Township,
Atchison Co., one term.

Honest and upright in all his dealings with his fellow-men, ho has
won the highest regard of all with whom he has been associated.

SIMEON FEES, Fravkuy Towsemie.

Among the influentisl farmers of this prosperous township, Mr.
Simeon Fees desarves special mention.  He is n native of Henry County,
Ind., and was born August 80, 1828, His father, John Fees, was botn
in (hermany, bat eame to this country when only seven years of age, and
his mother, whosa maiden name was Annie Kesler, waa born in North
Carolina, The subject of this sketch remained in Indiana attending
schoal, working on o farm and st the carpenter's trado, till ninsteon
years of age, when he went to Lowa, thence to Wisconsin, where be
temained st Shullsbarg, engaged as & carpenter, for four years. He
then went to St. Pail and soon after to Wabnaha, where he lived three

At this time Kansas was in the midst of her great struggle for free-
dom, and Mr, Fees determined to throw in his mite toward making her
a free State. He arrived in Juckson County on the 24th day of De-
cember, 1857, In 1858, he weont to Town, where he was married, on
the 3d day of May, to Miss Fannie Alexander, with whom he imme-
dintely afterward returned to Kansas. During the early Anti-alavery
struggles in this county, Mr. Fees was an active participant in many

of the exciting scenes of which its history is largely made up. Although

in early life he was allied to the Democratie party, the struggle which
gave Kaneas to freedom made him a strong Repablican, of which party
he is still & member.

In 1865, he became the owner of the farm he now occupies, and
its ne improvements bear evidence of his untiring industry. During
his life in Kansas, he has often been the vietim of misfortune, but has
borno all with fortitade and unswerving integrity. During the time of
famine he refused aid from abroad, preferring to suffer many privations
rather than be the recipient of publie charity, As one of the early
settlers of Jackson County, Mr. Fees has done his share towsrd ele-
wating it from its former wild siate to ita present advanced condition,
He is widely known, snd respocted by all with whom he las been asso.
cinted.

CYRUS G. WAYNANT, Fraxguis TowssHIP.

The gentleman whose biography is herewith presented was born
near Waynesboro, Franklin Oo., Pann,, October 17, 1829, He is the
third son of Jacob E. and Margarst Waynant, both natives of Penn-
sylvanin. His mother's maiden name was Margaret Besore. He re-
mained in his native Stats till 1852, when he removed to Schuyler Co.,
TiL., where he engaged in farming tll 1856. On the 16th of December
of that year he arrived in Jefferson County, Kan. Ho soon after located

# olaim in Jackson {or what was then Oalhoun) County, and moved
upon it April T, 1857, and on this place he has since resided.

Mr. Waynant's business hus always been farming, and his fine farm
two and one-half miles east of Holton, bears evidence of his ensrgy and
skill in his chosen vocation.

In political views be has ever been & strong Demoerat. In 1458
69 he was one of the County Commissioners of Jackson County, and
in 1870 he was u candidste for State Senator, but was defeated by a
small majority.

He wns married in 1850 to Miss Oatharine Little.

Mr. Waynant, a5 one of tho earliest settlers of the county, has been
prominently associated with its interests from its very organization,
and he is one who has never failed to * put his shoulder to the wheel ™
for the furtherance of public improvement. His biography is of im-
poriance as shawing what may be sccomplished by energy and industry.

JAMES M. ARTMAN, LirgIN.

Tha;mﬂmuwhwmmﬁﬂﬂ:ehﬂaﬂhhﬁﬂlhuﬁ&
representative of that elass known ns **self-made men,"” and to this clsss
of men we onght to sccord more praiss than to sny other. He wes born in
Boone County, Mo., September 2, 1831, but when four years of age be
moved with his parents to Platte County, Mo. At the earlyngs of twelve,
he was left an orphan by the death of his father. He remained in Platte
County till 1858, when be came to Jackson County, Kan. He shortly
after roturned to Missouri and then moved to Johnson County, Kan.
After one year's residence in this county, he returned to Jackson and
settlod four miles southeast of Holton. In 1867, he moved to his present
home near the line between Jackson and Atchison Counties.

Mr. Artman eams to Kansas with very little property excopt his
energy nnd ambition, He now owns s splendid improved farm of 140
acres in Atchison County and ninsty-six neres of fine land in Jackson
County.

When twenty-four years of age, he waa married to Miss Lucinda
Jane Hubbard, by whom he has had ten children, nine of whom are

living.

uﬁ:. Artman's political views have ever been in secord with the
principles of the Demooratic party, but he is more inclined to liberal
than radical. He is a consistent momber of the Methodist Episcopal
Church.

Mr. Artman is widely known and respected for his manly, sterling
gualities.

WILLIAM K. LUTZ, Frassus Towssarr.

Mr. Lutz is to be classed among the esrly settlers of Jackson
County, who have been associated with its interests from its organiza-
tion up to the present time His father, Jobin Lutz, was & native of
Pennsylvanis, and his mother, Margaret Lutz, was a native of Dels-
ware. He was born in Philadelphia on the 10th of April, 1827,
After rernining in his native city till nearly twenty-five years of age,
and having learned the trade of a machinist, he moved ® Wisconsin
and settled in Grant County, where he beeame a miner.  After two

of residence in this place, disliking the severity of the weather,
he decided to move to Kansas, He arrived in Jackson, or what was
then Calhoun County, on the 4th of October, 1856, This was during
the border troubles, and Mr. Luts thus became a witness to some of
the very exciting scenes in early Kansas history.

He was one of those employed to survey the town site of Holton.
e first settled about half o mile from Holton, bot afierward moved to
Johnson County. He soon returned and settled on the place he still
occupies in Section 20, Town T south, Range 15 east.

Tn political affiliations, Mr. Luts has always been s Demoerat, and
has always supported the ticket.

He was married, when twenty-four years of age, to Miss Ellen C.
Conde, of Philadelpkin. This marriage has been blessed with eight
children, all of whom are living.
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He is one of those who entorcd this county st a time when but
Titile effert bad been made to disturb the original possessors of the
nﬂ-*ﬂunﬂgludﬂlwilﬂbﬂl—mﬂhlhsﬂumﬁlnhimmud
its ndvancement. Hp iz & man of a retiring disposition, modest and
unnssuming, Hle i= highly esteemed by his fellow-citizens.

WALTER PARMENTER, Fraserrs Towssuir.

Mr. Walter Parmenter, the subject of this sketeh, was born in
Rutland County, Vi, on the 20th day of March, 1838, His father,
Walter Parmenter, snd his mother, whose maiden name was Polly
Daly, were both matives of the State of Vermont. His boyhood was
possed o his father's farm, on which he labored hard, as was the cus-
tom of the youth of the country. i educational advantages wero not
extensive, but he made the most of his opportunities, and suceceded in
acquiring & good common-schoul education.

Tn 1858, he determined to svail himself of the superior ndvantages
affered to young men in the Far West. He went first to Towa where
be remained in Lewis, Cnss County, five months. At this tima,
Kansas was in the midst of her troubles; and Mr. Parmenter decided
to give his uid to the Free-State men in their struggle for freedom in
the new Territory. He came to Kansss with his friend, Mr. Blossom,
also & native of Vermont, and together they took up the claims upon
which they have sinee resided. Wo are happy to present to cur
readers & fine view of Mr, Parmenter's residence and surroundings.
All the improvements are the work of his own hands, and give evi-
denco of his industry, As one of the carliest settlors of the county,
hie was compelled to endure many hardships, of the severity of which
those who come to Kansas to-day esn have no just appreciation, yet
he manfally withstood them all and has been in the main sucoessful.

In tha hour of the mation's peril, he enlisted in Company B,
Eloventh Kansss in which he served three years. He participated in
the battles of Fort Wayne (Ark.), Prairie Grove, Cane Hill, Lexing-
tom, and all the ather battles in which his company was engaged. He
was mustersd out of service at Fort Leavenworth in 1865,

In politioal views, he has slways been a quiet supparter of the
principles of the Republican party. In religions views, he is & con-
sistent member of the Methodist Episeopal Charch.

He was married Februsry #, 1860, to Miss Sarah E. Jones, of
Ohio, by whom ho is the father of foar children—Hattie, Mary E.,
Rath E. and Walter.

Mr. Parmenter is & public spirited, enterprising citizen, always
awnke to the interesta of his township and eounty, and is an ornament
to the community in which he lives. Ho has the highest respect of
hia fellow-citizens.

WILLIAM FLESHER, Dovotas Towssmip.

Willinsn Floshor was born in Fayette County, Ohio, on the 18th
day of July, 1828, ho is consequently fifty-three years of age.
father, Willism Flesher, and his mother, whose maiden name was
Mary Gumm, wero natives of Virginia. He lived in (hio till nine
years of age, assisting his father in farm labor, and attending school.

After learving Ohio, he went with his parents to Dade County, Mo.
When twenty-three years of age, he moved to Andrew County, Mo.,
where he remsined till he came to Kansas in February, 1860, settling
in this county, where ho hus since resided.

Mr. Flesher's business bas always been “following the plow," at
which he has met with much success. His farm, situated in Soction
@i, Town 8, Hange 16, is ina fine state of cultivation. Mr. Flesher
has always baen an adherent to the principles of the Democratic purty.

In April, 1849, he was married o Miss Sarah A. Smith, by whom
hio had four children. Being ealled upon to mourn the desth of his firnt
wifo, he agnin married. His second wife, by a strange colnoidence,
bore the same maiden name a8 his first wife, although not related. By
his second marringe, he hea baen the father of nine children, seven of
whom aro living. He is an honest and indusirious farmer, and his
long residenee in the county has secured him many friomds.

A. A. POWERS, Dovatas Towssmre,

Mr. A. A. Powers, the present Trustee of this township was born
nesr Hackettstown, Warren Co, M. J., May 56,1842,  His father and
mother were both natives of New Jersey, When three yourn of age,
ho was loft an orphan by the desth of his father; he received a com-
mon-school education in his native county. In 1858, he went o
TIndians and sngaged in farming for two yoars. In 1861, he enlisted
in the Eighth New Jersey. Ho was in the Army of he Potomac
from its organization till the battle of Petersburg; engaged in twenty-
eight of the most important battles of tho war. Roturning to Now
Jersey, he found ewployment on the Morris & Essex Railroad, and
wns afterward sgent for & wholesals house. In 1872, he came to
Kansas, settling first in Beno County; ufier fiur years in Beno
County, e moved to Jackson Connty, where he has since resided. In
political views, ho is a Republican. Has twice been elected Trustee of
Douglns Township, He is & man who is highly respected by his
fellow-citizens,

MICHAEL BAKER, Fravkupe Towssiie.

Michael Baker is the fourth son of Michael and Hepsyba Baker,
both natives of Virginia. Ho was born in Greenbrier County, Va,
on the 15tk of November, 1618, When twenty-two years of age, he
went to Missouri, where he remnined tll 18567 he settled first in
Saline County and afterward in Platte County, Mo, 'While in Missouri
be was engaged in farming and selling goods. In 1856, he came to
Kmﬁlh-m&dgonﬁn&m-mnmthnwlhef]ﬁu'l
Creek. 1In the spring of 1858, he went to Fike's Peak, engaged in
mining two years, and then roturned to Jackson County, where he has
sinee resided.

In 1840, he was married to Miss Julia Ann Mayo; she died in
1842, leaving one son. In 1862, he was again married ta Barah
Innnes.

Ho bss always been an ont-and-out Democrat.  Aa a farmer, he
has been moderately prosperous.
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