


THE FIRST HUNDRED YEARS
of

JEFFERSONcouww

11855 KANSAS 1955

THE STATE FLAG
with the modified state seal in
the center, was adopted in 1927.

THE NAME OF KANSAS

originated from a Sioux Indian
word meaning ”swift wind" or
‘“sauth wind.”
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THE GREAT SEAL

of Kansas was ap­
proved by a joint reso­
lution of the Legislature
on May 25, I86].
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THE STATE SONG.
is "Home on the Range."
The words were written in
a rude cabin near Smith
Center by a pioneer phys­
ician, Dr. Brewster Higley.

J."
1131‘ms STA

THE STATE BIRD

r J is the western meadow lurk, the
Sturnella-Neglecta (Audubon). THE STATE TREE­

is the: cottonwood, often called
the pioneer tree of Kansas.
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Jefferson County was given the name of that farsee­
ing President who profited by the misfortunes of the ,
European» monarch, Napoleon Bonaparte, in securing 3 f
for America — for you and me ——the tremendous ;
golden treasure first known as Louisiana. ;
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Louisiana, from the Missouri river westward, was
reserved to the Indians, so reserved, be it said to the
white man’s shame, because the white man regarded it
as near worthless. Imprinted on maps of mid-19th cen­
tury appeared the phrase “Great American Desert,” a
region good only for the savage and the buffalo, unin­
habitable for civilized man, even dangerous to traverse.

That Thomas Jefferson shared such a Viewmay be gathered from his in­
structions to James Monroe, negotiator with Napoleon. Nevertheless, we
who dwell in this vast region, worth untold millions, may thank President
Jefferson who bought it all for less than four cents per acre.

...-.5.

The long wagon trains of gold seekers which headed westward prior to
the Act of May 30, 1854, and even afterward, paid slight heed to the area
that was to become Jefferson county; the few who paused to see were not
long in perceiving its essential loveliness.

A. R. Greene, a white visitor of early days, penned this revealing sum- 3
mary paragraph in his detailed story: “I am loath to leave this picturesque ; f
period of the dawn of civilization along the ‘banks of the Kansas. The state- A"
liness of the majestic forests, untouched by the vandal hand of man;
glimpses of green prairie and bending hills beyond, the home of the buffalo
and the timid antelope, as the woods were the habitat of the deer, the bear
and the beaver; at wide interval-s small groups of cabins intermingled with
the tepees of the Indians; a store, an elementary schoolhouse, and a rude
cross surmounting a chapel of logs. Over all a Kansas sky, ‘bright, restful,
beautiful. The early trappers were fascinated by it and the immigrants
passing through the country spoke of its beauty, and if surviving, wherever
they may be, treasure the scene as a joy forever. In the superlative lan­
guage of an early settler: Doubtless God might have made a prettier coun­
try but doubtless He never did!”

Jefferson County has never offered Quivera’s easy gold; its true treasure
has been wrested from its soil and the rocks below only by persevering
labors, efforts of the type of men depicted in Inga1l’s “Grassy Quadrangle."
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From a drawing by Prof. Worrall which appeared in K. C. Journal, Sept. 1879.Worrall had conferred with John C. McCoy
who had visited the Boone settlement in 1830,later had measured the ruins of the settlement in great detail to make hi:
drawing authentic. The insert is the two-story home of Chief W'h
iarger picture the stone dwelling faintly appears below the inset and b
near Williamstown, Jefferson County. In the foreground are keel boats
center is meat hanging to dry. ——K.S.H.S.

ite Plume, whose story is recited in_this booklet.
eside the winding stream which _1sStone House Creek.
tied to the bank, right center is a well-sweep, left­

In the

FIRST WHITE SETTLEMENT

The first white settlement in what is
now Jefferson County, (as well as the
State), was that of Daniel Morgan
Boone, son of Daniel Boone of Ken­
tucky. It was located near the present
site of Williamstown, Kansas.

Daniel M., third son of the Kentucky
pioneer, was born in 1770. At the age of
25 years, he left home to explore west­
ern parts of this country. It took him a
month to travel from his home near Cin­
cinnati to St. Louis, Mo. Remaining
there some three months, he accompa­
nied two French trappers as far west as
the present site of Kansas City. Upon
his return from this trip, he induced his
father to move to Missouri, finally set­
tling at a place called Boone Licks,
where they engaged in the manufacture
of salt.

On June 3, 1825, the U. S. Gov’t made
a treaty with the Kanza or Kaw Indians,

by which it agreed that the government
would supply the Indians with 300 head
of cattle, 300 head of hogs, 500 fowl, 3
yoke of oxen, 2 carts and farming tools.
The Supt. of Indian affairs was directed
to hire such people as necessary to
teach the Indians the tools of the white
man and their uses and farming prac­
tices. The treaty was signed at St. Louis
by Gen. Clark for the U. S., and by such
Kaw chiefs as White Plume (head
Chief), Great Valor, Little White Bear,
Real Eagle and Great Doctor. By this
treaty, twenty-three half-breed Kaw
children were given a square mile of
land fronting on the north bank of the
Kansas River, and running for length
eastwardly from the Kaw reserve, (now
the western boundary of Soldier Town­
ship, Shawnee County) to about four
miles east of the Delaware River in Jef­
ferson County. Sixteen of these grants
lie along the southern boundary of Jef­
erson County.

The Kaws were, at this time, a miser­
able lot. According to Thos. Johnson,
missionary to the Shawnees: “These In­
dians are the most wretched human be­
ings that I ever saw. They live in dirt
houses; but seldom wear clothes, though
they generally have a buffalo skin or
sometimes a blanket thrown over them
loosely. They frequently suffer for
something to eat, for they have always
been accustomed to depend upon the
chase for a living. Game has become
scarce and they can no longer subsist in
this way; and there is no doubt but
many of them die every year for want
of something to support nature. They
go some 200 miles to get the buffalo; if
there are not horses enough, which is
frequently the case, their women have
to walk and carry the children and as
they return home they must carry the
meat also. These people are very ignor­
ant, but manifest a teachable disposi­
tion”.



The 1825 treaty provided a black­
smith, farmer and agent for the tribe,
who, in 1827,located on what they prob­
ably thought was the easternmost half­
breed allotment, No. 23, but they were
really situated just east of that line. By
1830,quite a little settlement had grown
up here and in the neighborhood, con­
sisting of officers, half-breeds and In­
dians. Among the last was the family of
White Plume, head chief of the tribe. It
was at this time and settlement that the
first Kaw mission was established by
Rev. Wm. Johnson. There were seven
white children attending the mission
school. These were the children of the
agency oflicers.

On August 22, 1828, a son was born to
Daniel M. and Sarah E. Boone. He was
undoubtedly the first white child born
not only in what is now Jefferson Coun­
ty but also in what is now the State of
Kansas.

John C. McCoy in a letter to W. W.
Cone, dated August 16, 1879, says: “I
first entered the territory August 15,
1830. At a point on the north bank of
the Kansas river, seven or eight miles
above Lawrence, was situated the Kan­
sas agency. I recollect the following per­
sons and families living there at that
date, viz.: Marston G. Clark, U. S. sub­
Indian agent, no family; Daniel M.
Boone, Indian farmer and family; Gab­
riel Phillibert, gov’t blacksmith and
family; Clement Lessert, interpreter
and family, half-breeds; Joe Jim, Gon­
vil, and perhaps other half-breeds and
families. You speak of the stone house
or chimney, about two miles northwest
of the Kansas agency. That was a stone
building built by the government for
White Plume, head chief of the Kanzas,
in 1827 or 1828. There was also a large
field fenced and broken in the prairie
adjoining toward the east or southeast.
We passed up by it in 1830, and found
the gallant old chieftan sitting in state,
rigged out in a profusion of feathers,
paint, wampum, brass armlets, etc., at
the door of a lodge he had erected a
hundred yards or so to the northwest of
his stone mansion, and in honor of our
expected arrival, the Stars and Stripes
were gracefully floating in the breeze on
a tall pole over him. He was large, fine­
looking, and inclined to corpulency, and
received my father, Isaac McCoy, with
the grace and dignity of a real live po­
tentate and graciously signified his will­
ingness to accept of any amount of ba­
con and other presents we might be dis­
posed to tender him. In answer to an in­
quiry as to the reasons that induced him

to abandon his princely mansion, his
laconic explanation was simply, ‘too
much fleas’.A hasty examination I made
of the house justified the wisdom of his
removal. It was not only alive with
fleas, but the floors, doors and windows
had disappeared, and even the casings
had been pretty well used up for kind­
ling wood.”

Another writer, John T. Irving who
had visited Kansas in 1833, gives this
account of his interesting tour of the
Kaw Agency: “We emerged from the
woods, and I found myself again near
the bank of the Kansas river. Before me
was a large house, with a court-yard in
front. I sprang with joy through the un­
hung gate and ran to the door. It was
open; I shouted; my voice echoed
through the rooms; but there was no
answer. I walked in; the doors of the
inner chambers were swinging from
their hinges, and long grass was grow­
ing through the crevices of the floor.
While I stood gazing around an owl
flitted by, and dashed out the unglazed
window; again I shouted; but there was
no answer; the place was desolate and
deserted. I afterwards learned that this
house had been built for the residence
of the chief of the Kanza tribe, but that
the ground upon which it was situated
having been discovered to be within a
tract granted to some other tribe, (Del­
awares) the chief had deserted it, and
it had been allowed to fall to ruin. ‘My
guide waited patiently until I finished
my examination, and then we pressed
forward We kept on until near
daylight when we emerged from a thick
forest and came suddenly upon a small
hamlet. The barking of several dogs,
which came flying out to meet us, con­
vinced me that this time I was not mis­
taken. A light was shining through the
crevices of a log cabin; I knocked at the
door with a violence that migh have

awakened one of the seven sleepers.
‘Who dar - and vot de devil you want?’
screamed a little cracked voice from
within. It sounded like music to me. I
stated my troubles. The door was
opened; a head, garnished with a red
nightcap, was thrust out, and, after a
little parley, I was admitted into the
bedroom of the man, his Indian squaw
and a host of children. As, however, it
was the only room in the house, it was
also the kitchen. I had gone so long
without food, that, notwithstanding

WHITE PLUME, CHIEF OF THE
KANZAS, At age of 90 years in 1855.

He had been scalped and left for
dead in a battle either with Pawnees or
Cheyennes many years before.

A daughter of Chief White Plume
became the great grandmother of
Charles Curtis, famous as United States
Senator and Vice-President of United
States. — K.S.H.S.

KEEL BOAT ON THE KAW RIVER —-FUR TRADE EARLY 19th CENTURY

This boat is being pulled by means of the setting pole and line



what I had eaten, the gnawings of
hunger were excessive, and I had no
sooner mentioned my wants than a fire
was kindled, and in ten minutes a meal
of hot cakes, venison, honey and coffee
was placed before me, and disappeared
with the rapidity of lightning. The
squaw having seen me fairly started,
returned to her couch. From the owner
of the cabin I learned that I was now
at the Kanza agency, and that he was
the blacksmith of the place. About sun­
rise I was awakened from a sound sleep,
upon bearskin, by a violent knocking at
the door. It was my Indian guide. He
threw out broad hints respecting the
service he had rendered me and the
presents he deserved. This I could not
deny; but I had nothing to give. I soon
found out, however, that his wants were
moderate, and that a small present of
powder would satisfy him; so I filled
his horn, and he left the cabin appar­
ently well pleased. In a short time I left
the house, and met the Kanza agent,
General Clark, a tall, thin, soldier-like
man, arrayed in an Indian hunting shirt
and an old foxskin cap. He received me
cordially and I remained with him all
day.”

Mr. Cone in his article to the Topeka
Weekly Capital on August 27, 1879,says:
“Mr. Bayne (Thos. Bayne, early settler
on Survey 23 and ancestor of T. B. Wil­
son, owner in 1955) showed us a pile of
stone as all that was left of that well­
known landmark for old settlers, the
‘Stone Chimney’. It was located fifty
yards north of the depot site at Will­
iamstown. Mr. Bayne in a letter dated
August 12, says: ‘The stone chimney or
stone house to which you refer stood on
the southwest quarter of section 29,
range 19, when I came here in 1854. It
was then standing intact, except the roof
and floors, which had been burnt. It
was about 18 x 34 and two stories high.
There was a well near it walled up with
cut stone, and a very excellent job.’ ”

Another provision of the treaty with
the Kanza nation was an annual allot­
ment of $3,500, either in cash or goods,
to be delivered to the agency or some
nearby point. To carry out this proviso,
keel boats and pirogues, the first vessels
to navigate the Kaw river, were used.
In an article on early navigation of the
Kaw written by A. R. Greene for the
Kansas Historical Society, this early
trading is described as follows: “The
supplies for the Boone colony were
brought up the Kansas in Keel-boats,
mention of which is made in the reports
of Boone to the Government. It is rea­
sonable to believe that the Kansas was

recognized as an important artery of
Commerce in those days of the keel­
boats, with their square sails spread to
the breeze and the shores resounding to
the boatman’s song”.

In the year 1832, the main village of
the Kanzas was moved to the main re­
servation in Shawnee County. The a­
gency as set up remained where it was
at Williamstown. In 1835, Boone open­
ed up 300 acres at the new village and
left the agency, returning to Missouri.
This was the end of the Williamstown
settlement.

Something should be said about Rev.
Wm. Johnson and his work among these
Indians. He was a person of medium
height and good physique. He had great
influence with the Kaw Indians. They
regarded him with veneration. It was
through his influence that the Kaws per­
mitted their children to attend the man­
ual-labor school. He spoke their langu­
age well and put forth considerable ef­
fort to get them to turn their attention
to the pursuit of agriculture. They made
promises to work their farms, but upon
the death of this man in 1842, they
drifted from their promises and with­
drew their children from the school.
Their principal reason for doing so was
their fear of the Pawnees.

THE DELAWARE INDIANS

The government, in 1829, signed a
treaty with the Delaware nation which
granted them all the land north of the
Kaw river beginning at its confluence
with the Missouri, running westerly
approximately 40 miles to the eastern
boundary of the Kanza nation, thence
north approximately 30 miles to the
Kickapoo reserve, thence easterly to the
Missouri river just north of Leaven­
worth. The government reserved only
the site of Ft. Leavenworth and a nar­
row strip known as “the outlet” be­
tween the boundaries of the Kanza and
Kickapoo nations.

This was one of many other moves
made by this group of Indians as civil»
ization pushed farther and farther wes‘.
across the nation. Thus through pre
vious contacts and long association wit}.
white civilization, the Delaware tribe
unlike the Kaw, had become much mor —
settled. John Dunbar, Presbyterian mi:
sionary to the Pawnees, made the foi
lowing observations on a trip throug
their country in July 1835: “We walke
down to the Delaware Mission Ou'
route lay through the prairie countr:
On our arrival we introduced ourselvcs

M­

RACK ROW, left to right — McDaniel, a Cherokee; Black Beav-er; Henry Tiblow, in­
terpreter, a Delaware; John G. Pratt; Charl-esArmstrong; John Young
FRONT ROW, left to right — James Ketchum, Delaware; James Conner, Delaware;
John Conner, head ‘Chiefof Delawares; Chas. Journeycake, delaware; Isaac Journey­
cake, delaware; John Sarcoxie, delaware. — K.S.H.S.



to the Methodist brother, missionary at
this station. He had commenced his la­
bors with the Delawares five or six
months previous to our visit. He has a
school of about twenty scholars. A
church has been gathered among this
people by the Methodist, and another,
I think by the "Baptist brethren. The
Delawares have a good country many
of them good log houses and corn fields.

. cattle and horses and many would
seem to be in a fair way to improve,
were it not for whiskey the deadliest
enemy of Indian improvement. ” Sam
Allis, another visitor at this same time,
said the nation numbered 1000souls. By
the coming of the first white settlers,
many of the Delawares were settled in
good homes and had given up the chase
for the white man’s method of living.

In 1843, the Delawares sold the east­
ern 36 sections to the Wyandottes, land
that was to become Wyandotte county,
Kansas. In 1854, the Delawares ceded
their surplus lands to the U. S., retain­
ing a strip approximately 10 miles wide
(north to south) along the north bank of
the Kaw (excluding the half-breed sur­
veys). Their remaining holdings in Jef­
ferson county were as follows: all south
of a line running east and west through
the present town of Oskaloosa and all
east of a line running north and south
one mile west of the Delaware river. In
exchange for their surplus lands, the
Delawares received a trust fund result­
ing from the sale of said lands by the
government to settlers (sales held in
1856 and ’57 — the northeast section of
Jefierson county sold at auction in Leav­
enworth and the northwest and south­
west section sold at Ozawkie). The U.
S. guaranteed to protect the rights of
the Indians on the remaining lands held
by them and paid $30,000.00 indemnity
for timber that had been cut off their
lands by the whites as well as $9,500.00
for cattle and ponies stolen from them:
since the 1829 treaty. Indemnity was]
also paid for the mistake in the 1829‘
treaty which granted them the lands,
already given to the Kaw half-breeds.

John J. Ingalls, in a letter to his ‘
father dated Jan. 2, 1859,gives this ver­
sion of the Delawares as a result of civ­
ilization: “Most of the land between the
two cities (Leavenworth - Lawrence) is
the property of the Delaware Indians,
the remnant of which tribe now about
950 in number, still dwell here in rude
huts and live a life of indolent degrada­
tion. Government gives them $100.00

each per year — enough to keep them
drunk all the time. Many of them were
just returning from a New Year’s spree
as we passed along. They dress in many
colors and ride small ponies of peculiar
breed, which are highly valued for their
good disposition and great endurance.”

In 1860, a final treaty governing the
lands held by the nation in Jefferson
county was signed. The balance of Jef­
ferson county went to the Leavenworth,
Pawnee and Western R. R. which was
to build a road through the territory be­
fore acquiring title thereto. The Dela­
wares each received grants of their own
selection of 80 acres per member of the
tribe, while chiefs and a few central
figures received larger grants. Those of
the Chiefs selecting land in Jefferson
county were as follows: John Conner,
head chief, 640 acres; Sarcoxie, chief of
the Turtle band, 320 acres; Rockatawa,
chief of the Turkey band, 320 acres;
Henry Tiblow, interpreter, 320 acres.
Lands chosen by these named chiefs
were situated in Jefferson county in and
around the site of North Lawrence.
(This land was later given to Douglas
county by an act of Legislature).

The 1860treaty was signed at Sarcox­
ieville, on the reservation. Chiefs sign­
ing the treaty were as follows: John
Conner, head chief; Neconhecon, chief
of the Wolf band; Sarcoxie, chief of the
Turtle band; Rockatawa, chief of the
Turkey band and James Conner dele­
gate. Henry Tiblow was the government
interpreter. ‘

The picture shown in’this book of a
group of chiefs of the tribe was taken
during the Civil War. At this time, these
chiefs were -first employed as guides and
scouts, but all demanded the rank and
pay of Captains. Some requests were
granted. To avoid future trouble of this
nature, however, the balance were
drafted and served at lower ranks.

Many of these old chiefs sold their
farms to the white man at the outset of
the Civil War. By 1867, the last of the
Delawares had moved from this area to
the Indian Agency at Wichita and later
took up residence in Indian territory
among the Cherokees.

EARLY NAVIGATION OF KAW

The Kaw river served man’s earliest
needs in this region as a highway for
commerce. The first to use this great
river were the Indians, trappers and
French-Indian traders. Then with the
coming of the white settlers, the steam
boat made its bid as the principal means
of transportation. For a period of twelve
years (1854 -1866), the shores echoed to
the bellowings of the captains and their
mates, the steady pounding of gigantic
steam engines and the eerie calls of ship
whistles.

The primitive or first river craft was
the cottonwood canoe or “dugout" made
from a log 15 to 25 feet long and 3 to 4

I

LOOKING FROM RISING SUN IN JEFFERSON COUNTY TOWARD TERRITOR­

IAL CAPITOL AT LECOMPTON. STEAMIBOATING ON THE KAW — K.S.H.S.



feet in diameter. This boat possessed the
requisites of strength, shallowness of
draft, and durability. It was not only the
primitive craft used by the French Voy­
ageur, but had been built by the Indian
from time immemorial.

Next on the Kaw was the pirogue,
favored by the French in the fur trade.
It was really a double canoe, built in
the shape of a flat iron, with a sharp
bow and square stern. Two canoes were
secured together a short distance apart
and decked over with planking, on
which was placed the cargo, protected
from the weather by a cover of skins.
The boat was propelled upstream by
oars or line and steered by an oarsman
who stood in the stern. With a favorable
wind, a sail was sometimes used and
distances of 15 miles a day were obtain­
able.

The bateau was still another of the
primitive craft employed by the fur
traders. It was a clumsily constructed
flat-bottomed boat and was especially
used in transporting furs downstream.
Usually 75 feet long and 10 to 12 feet
wide, bow and stern were square with
rake enough to allow headway. Going
down stream the boat was allowed to
float and was kept in the channel by a
steersman. The oar, sail, pole, and line
were the chief sources of power on the
upstream move.

The keel-boat became the principal
craft of this period before steam. It was
built, as the name implies, on a keel ex­
tending from stem to stern. It was well
built and well modeled with a sharp
bow and stern. Such a boat had a carry­
ing capacity of ten to forty tons, a draft
of thirty inches and usually cost from
$2,000 to $3,000. The cabin, amidship,
extending four or five feet above the
hull, was the place for storing the cargo
of Indian merchandise. The principal
means of motivation was the square sail
and oars and when necessary, the set­
ting poles and the tow-line. The length
of the keel-boat varied from 40 to 75 ft.;
the width, 8 to 18 ft.; the depth of hold,
3 to 6 ft. The keel-boat crew, in the fur­
trade called a “brigade”, sometimes con­
sisted of as many as 100 men. Of this

number many were hunters or trappers
and not regular boatmen.

This was the type of boat used in 1827
to supply the Kaw Agency at Williams­
town, Kansas. Fred Chouteau establish­
ed a trading post directly opposite this
settlement and carried on a trade from
there with the Indians until 1832,when
he moved to Mission Creek mouth in
Shawnee county. A brother of his had a
trading post about ten miles above the
mouth of the Kaw and assisted Fred in
transporting supplies to the agency.

Next and last in navigation on the
river, before the railroads had the Kaw
declared unnavigable and bridged it so
as to hinder further attempts, was the
stately steamboat. During the 12 years
from 1854 to 1866, at least thirty-five of
these craft plied the waters of the Kaw.
Many of the early settlers of Kansas ter­
ritory and Jefferson county used this
method of transportation from their
homes in the east.

The flrst steamer to ascend the Kaw
any distance was the “Excel” in the
spring of 1854. She was a stern-wheeler
and drew about two feet of water while
carrying a cargo of 100 tons. She had re­
markably strong engines, fed with wood
procured along the banks by stopping to
fell trees or steal rails from the Indian
truck patches. It was found that the
river was navigable and by 1860, twen­

KAW RIVER FERRY ——

ty-five boats had been employed in the
trade. During the dry summer months,
boating was a trying thing and often
as not many went aground on bars in
the shallows of the river. When this oc­
curred, it was push and pull, back and
go ahead, night and day, without cessa­
tion until safely over the bar. The jing­
ling of the bells, the hissing of steam,
together with the swearing of the mate,
provided diversion to the passengers.

In 1859, Capt Beasley built a steamer
expressly for the Kaw river, and called
her the “Col. Gus Linn”. With this boat,
he attempted to control the shipping on
the Kaw. Once, coming up river, the
boat ran aground just above Rising Sun,
a rival to Lecompton, and directly op­
posite that town on Jefferson county
side. Capt. Jerome Kunkel, who lived in
Rising Sun at the time and for a num­
ber of years thereafter, told the follow­
ing story to A. R. Greene: “It was in
July, and the river was getting low, but
the ‘Col. Gus Linn’ used to start up with
her guards dragging in the water and
accomodate her draft to the condition of
the channel by landing enough freight
on the bank, every time she grounded,
to get over the bar and on up to the next
one. When the boat ran on the bar above
Rising Sun, Capt. Beasley unloaded 150(i
sacks of flour in the pawpaw patch or.
the bank, and , leaving a deckhand t<
guard it until the next trip, went on up
river. Every alternate house in Rising.

Ferries were in constant use on Delaware at Grasshopper

Falls, Osawkee, Centerville and on the Kaw between Jefferson county and Douglas

county points — K.S.H.S.

State Bank of Oskclloosa
Established 1887

Member Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation
Nortonville
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Corpstein Elevators

Perry



One of the Hazar
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Sun was a saloon, and the inevitable
happened. The deck-hand spent most of
his time in the village, and the razor­
backed hogs of the Delaware Indians
took care of that flour. Kunkel said the
pawpaw bushes looked as if they had
been whitewashed.”

The steamer “Alexander Majors” was
the last steamboat added to the trade.
An act passed and approved in the 1864
session of the legislature made the Kaw
an unnavigable stream and permitted
the building of dams and bridges, which
soon followed. However, high water
washed out the bridges in 1866 and the
“Majors” steamed up to Lawrence sev­
eral times.

With the passing of the steamboat, a
period of Kansas history came to an
end. Many believed the 1864 law one of
the most costly pieces of legislation ever
written into the Kansas statute books.

Ferry boating across the Kaw river

was an essential as well as lucrative en­
terprise. Throughout the early years of
Jefferson county history, many such
businesses were established, connecting
this county with the rest of the state to
the south. Beginning at a point 2 miles
up river from Lawrence and moving up
stream, we find the following ferries:
Hugh Cameron‘s, established in 1857
two miles north of Lawrence; John Har­
ris’, established in 1860 five miles north
of Lawrence near site of old Kaw a­
gency; Douglas ferry, connecting the
town of Douglas (opposite the mouth of
Grasshopper river) to Jefferson county,
established in 1855 and lasted until 1858
when Paris Ellison was granted a char­
ter to operate at this point; Wm. Sim­
mon’s, established in 1852at place called
‘‘Bald Eagle” because of the number of
bald eagles which nested in the tall syc­
amores on either side of the river at
this point, (later this place was called
Rising Sun) operated until 1857; Jer­

ome Kunkel’s, established in 1857 at
Rising Sun and remained in operation
until 1876; Newman Ferry, connecting
Newman and Big Springs, 1869; Stinson
and Waysman’s Tecumseh ferry, be­
tween Tecumseh and Jefferson county
in 1854, located nine miles south of the
Rock creek crossing of the military road.

Ely Moore, early resident of Lecomp­
ton, wrote the following in “The Story
of Lecompton", about the earliest of the
above listed ferries, “Bald Eagle”: “The
wagon boss pointed to a huge sycamore
log some twenty feet long, five feet in
diameter with an excavation in the
center five feet in length, three feet
wide and two feet deep, with a -4 x 6
inch scantling for a keel, remarking,
‘I‘har’s the ferry and hyar’s the ferry­
man.’ As I looked my doubts about
crossing on that log, he answered my
looks by saying: ‘Don’t feel skeery,
mister, for she’s as dry as a Missourian’s
throat and as safe as the American flag.”

....»-...wun.,.-..
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FREIGHTING

Shortly before the opening of our
story of the Kaws and Delawares,
freighting had begun from the vicinity
of Kawsmouth to Santa Fe. For 25
years it developed until the ruts of the
“old Santa Fe trail” deeply marked the
prairie sod of Kansas.

That stimulus to trade had its
branches and its competitors. A short
freight run was from Fort Leavenworth
to Fort Riley by way of the Military
Road, and was made on regular sched­
ules by local freighters or bull whackers
as they were known. C. A. Buck early
Oskaloosan, freighted from Leaven­
worth to Santa Fe, his outfit often ac­
companied by military escort. Also
prominent in this activity was William
Blevins, who freighted from Ft. Leaven­
worth to Fort Riley, (which he helped
build), and to Camp Floyd, Utah. At
Osawkee land sales, in 1857,he purchas­
ed a claim near the town of Oskaloosa,
which had been laid out the previous
year, and erected a good home, yet own­
ed in 1955 by his daughter, Mrs. Eliza­
beth Slade.

John Funk, early Ozawkie figure, was
another of these “bull whackers” of the
Santa Fe trail.

KANSAS-NEBRASKA ACT

The Act of May 30, 1854opened a new
period in American history whose chap­
ters have not yet been finished. The con­
cept of “squatter sovereignty”, eagerly
seized by the early immigrants to Kan­
sas Territory and stoutly maintained
through six years of internecine strug­
gle, came eventually face to face with
the profounder principle of “Liberty In
Union.”

First-comers, in 1854, were chiefly
from Missouri, because of Missouri’s
status. The early arrivals from North­
ern states — Free staters —- were de­
nounced as rebels, traitors, who must be
crushed, driven back whence they came.

Jefferson county, close to Kansas bor­
der (its northeast corner being only 15
miles from Ft. Leavenworth) shared in
the earliest tide of immigration. Its
lands belonged to the Delawares and the
Kanzas, but squatters staked out claims
along the Military Road from Win­

chester on the northeast to Mt. Florence
on the southwest, along the Grasshop­
per from its falls on the north to its
mouth at the Kaw, along Rock Creek
and Muddy Creek, and along the Kaw
from Calhoun to North Lawrence.

Ingress to this area was by boats and
steamers on the Missouri as far as Leav­
enworth or Atchison, thence by wagon
or horseback; or by way of boat, steam­
er, or ferry on the Kaw to some point
on its north bank.

Jefferson county was organized in ter­
ritorial legislative session January 1855.
Pro-slavery towns platted in that year
included Jacksonville, Hickory Point,
Hardtville, Fairfield, Jefferson City,
Osawkee, Mt. Florence, Kaw City, Ris­
ing .Sun. Excepting Osawkee these were
short-lived, never had a chance after the
Free-state movement became dominant.

Free-state settlers were for the most
part a bit later in arriving as settlers
because they came from more distant
states, also because the shorter route up
the Missouri was effectively blocked by
pro—slavery sympathizers. Steamboats
were “polled”; if a Free-stater was dis­
covered he was invited to turn back.
Thereafter the inflow of Free-staters
was by way of Iowa and Nebraska.

Thus, Oskaloosa’s first settler, Dr. Jas.
Noble, was an Iowan. His cabin was

erected in 1855four blocks southeast of
later courthouse. Grasshopper Falls set­
tlers (1854) were predominantly Free­
state, the proslavery group being grad­
ually eliminated. On the West side of
the Grasshopper, across from Osawkee,
a Free-state village Pleasant Hill throve
for awhile. Winchester, settled in 1854
but not laid out until 1857,had men of
both parties.

These partisan differences continually
appeared in oflicial appointments, in
elections, courts and elsewhere. Earliest
elections were so fraudulent that
neither party would participate with the
other but would hold separate elections.
Thus groundwork was laid for the open
warfare of 1856.

OAK GROVE— w. BLEVIS HOME
West edge of Oskaloosa (for story 0.1
Wm. Blevins see chapter on “Freighting

Ind. Pub. Cc

TYPICALOXTEAAD W I
A_familiar character at Valley Falls in early 20th century. Outfit was used for

dwelling quarters, for moving buildings other heavy work. — A.G.S.
W
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“Pzoneer F1ft1'es”
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BEGINNINGS OF OSKALOOSA

Jesse Newell of Oskaloosa, Iowa, ac­
companied by Joseph Fitzsimmons, pros­
pecting for a location in Kansas, called
at the cabin of Dr. Jas. Noble in the
fall of 1855. They returned with New­
ell’s family in May 1856 (Fitzsimmons
was yet a single man). The two men
platted a town of forty acres, and
named it after their Iowa home town.
The original town consisted of fifteen
blocks, that reserved for the courthouse
square being Block No. 8. The rectangle
was five blocks east-and-west, three
blocks north-and-south. The line of
Delaware Diminished Reserve ran ap­
proximately east-and—west at a distance
of 240 yards south of the south edge of
the new village. Later additions were
Newell’s on the south, Fitzsimmons’ on
the north and west, Kee1er’s on the
south.

Newell began the erection of a steam
powered saw mill; he bought out Dr.
Noble, moved into his cabin. Fitz­
simmons bought a building which
had been erected by Isaac New­
house and opened the first store at this
place. (Its location, southwest lot of
block 14, south end of the block from
the Sinclair corner). Fitzsimmons be­
came first postmaster. In 1864 he mar­
ried the daughter of Mark Finnicum.
She was one of the first school teachers
of the town.

FREE-STATE MOVEMENT
GATHERS POWER

The sacking of Lawrence, May 21,
1856,set the entire nation afire. Organ­
izations sprang up throughout the Nor­
thern states to support the Kansas Free­
state cause. Great meetings were held in
the nation’s largest cities. Col. James
H. Lane’s two-hour speech at Chicago,
May 31, was accounted one of the great­
est orations since the days of Patrick
Henry. “The flame spread to every town
and hamlet from the Mississippi to the
Atlantic coast”. Lane raised his “Army
of the North”, striking dread into the
hearts of every slavery sympathizer.
One hundred days after that address,
Jim Lane was in Kansas starting for
Osawkee and Hickory Point in Jefferson
county.

BATTLE AT SLOUGH CREEK
The following article was written by

Judge John W. Day early Jefferson
county settler and associate editor of
The Independent, 1860-’62:

In August, 1856,the Pro-slavery party
began to rally its forces for a last and
formidable raid into Kansas, so over­
whelming in numbers as to be irresisti­
ble to the free-state settlers. Early in
September armed bands of Border
Ruflians had invaded the Territory at
different points, and hosts of them were
gathering on the border, with the avow­
ed purpose of taking every “abolition”
town and crushing out the free-state el­
ement. Incursions were made into the
country, and depredations, outrages,
rapine, arson and murders committed by
reckless squads of the invaders. Leaven­
worth had been taken by them, and Em­
ory and his men at once inaugurated a
reign of terror there. Free-state men and
their families were driven from their
homes, insulted, outraged, and despoil­
ed of their property. Many of them were
driven on to boats to be carried down
the Missouri River; others fled to Fort

GENITJAMES 1!. LANE

Courtesy Kansas State Historical Society

JESSE NEWELL (1812-1881)

One of the founders of Oskaloosa,
and Mrs. Newell. Participant in skir­
mish at Slough Creek. Dragged by Pal­
metto Guards (South Carolinians) and
strung up to a tree Sept. 10, 1856.

Children: 1-Val, 2-John, 3-Lydia,
4-Robert, 5—Abraham, 6-Mitchel, 7-Dan­
iel, 8-Mary, 9-Jesse, 10-Elmore.

VAL homesteaded 23-9-18. Made
first wagon trail to Lawrence. Children:
Jesse, Frank, John, Nellie, Lydia.

JESSE (born 1855, probably first
white child born in Osawkee twp.).
Children: Mattie, Hal, Ray.

HAL’S children: Adalee, Glenn,
and Louise. There are several children
of sixth generation.

JOSEPH FITZSIMMONS (1823-1909)
Younger founder of Oskaloosa. Open­

er first store, first postmaster.
Buried, Olathe, Kansas.

MARY FINNICUM FITZSIMMONS
(1836-1897)

In 1857 taught subscription school
at Oskaloosa in building of native lum­
ber which later became a part of Thos.
Noble's store.

Married Jos. Fitzsimmons, 1864.



Leavenworth for refuge; others endeav­
ored to hide in the woods and ravines;

l, while others sought to reach their
friends at Lawrence and elsewhere. Gen.
Lane had collected a considerable force
at Lawrence to repel the assaults of the
invading foe, and to protect, as far as
possible, the homes, families and prop­
erty of the free-state settlers. Informa­
tion of the outrages in and around
Leavenworth had reached Lawrence;
and 8 C0Ur1Ci1W35 held, 3'6Which it Was FLAG TAKEN AT SLOUGH CREEK BATTLE — Now rests in State Historical
determined to make an effort to retake
Leavenworth Societey Museum, Topeka. white on red background. K.S.H.S_

In pursuance of this determination,
under direction of Gen. Lane, Capt. J. M.
Harvey, as C01. in command, with his
own company, and the two companies
under Capt. John Wright and Capt.
Simeon Hull, (of the latter of which the
writer was a member), left Lawrence
on the afternoon of Monday, Sept. 8,
1856, as the advance of volunteer force
which was to move on Leavenworth.

The night of Sept. 9, a part of Col.
Harvey’s command took up its quarters
in and about a two-story, double house,
built of hewed logs, situated on elevat­
ed ground in the timber, probably two
miles west and a half mile north of the
present village of Springdale, in Leaven­
worth county.

cnassnormnus
(Free-S1a7e)

H TV|l|.E\
Pro«Slavery)

Early on the morning of Sept. 10, part
of the force that had been elsewhere
during the night, joined the party at
these headquarters, where all remained
most of the day. To this place Col. Hen­
ry Owens, then living near Oskaloosa,
and afterwards a resident of Silver
Lake, and Calvin Smith, now and for
many years a citizen of Valley Falls ­
then Grasshopper Falls — were brought
by some of the picket guards as ‘prison­
ers of war’,but having given a satisfact- ‘°'
ory account of themselves, they were
permitted to proceed without further
molestation.

?ooIa‘7mTeR(TeIv_e'Lihi

During that day, information was re­

ceivedthat Gov.J. W.Gearyhad arriv- _
ed at Ft. Leavenworth the day before, (hw,n_PHd, 1 “H R d P_ h _ I _
and Col. Harvey was advised to fall ' 0 I9-xawurialvglilsiifrys«maini°9e;:yi::::Jv:ii:';:iii.fli:133

back to Lawrence. Accordingly the com_ E315§:$s°:z;Ei:|:m;o;;gldlizlfimfizeftSiggtrlnndBelongingtolhistountywhichwusnn.
mand broke camp late in the afternoon
and movedwest severalmiles,and en- ‘i.‘;‘i’fi’:£133.Z1i’2.ZT;','aL“'.€?fJT§
camped for the night about six miles °'°”"°"'”'
east of Oskaloosa.

About 11 o'clock that night after all
$.eL



had become quiet in camp, the com­
mand ‘Halt! who comes there? was
heard from the picket guard stationed
on the road to the west. The newcomer
inquired if that was Col. Harvey’s camp,
and being answered in the affirmative,
he asked to be taken to the Colonel —
After an interview between the Colonel
and the stranger, a bugle call roused the
slumbering ‘soldiers’, and orders were
given by the commander to be ready to
march in thirty minutes.

The visitor proved to be Jesse Newell,
of Oskaloosa, who will be remembered
by many old settlers as a radical free­
state man, and who was one of the
founders of that town. He had brought
information that there was a camp of
South Carolinans at Skagg’s farm at the
crossing of Slough creek, two miles
north of Oskaloosa, and urged Col. Har­
vey to surprise and take it. (Newell, ac­
cording to Andreas history, had been
dragged by a rope and hanged but cut
down before life became extinct, by
these same South Carolinans. The old
timers told he used the grand sign of a
Freemason and one of the group made
them cut him down just in time to pre­
vent his death.)

The camp of South Carolinans at
Slough creek was surprised just before
daylight on the morning of Sept. 11, 1856
and taken, together with horses, wag­
ons, some provisions, and all the en­
emy’s arms. As the free-state men were
approaching, some of the enemy who
were first aroused fired at them, which
was promptly returned by a volley from
the attacking party, and for a few min­
utes there was a lively rattle of musket­
ry and revolvers. One ball passed
through Col. Harvey’s clothing, and one
cut the flesh on one of his little fingers,
which was all the damage done to the
free-state men. Of the pro-slavery men,
three were wounded, whose names were
given in the next issue of the “Squat­
er Sovereign” as Wallace Jackson, R. D.
White and R. B. Hodges — the latter be­
ing dangerously wounded in the neck.
Years afterwards the writer learned

from Dr. W. Hosford, the attending phy­
sician, that this man remained at
Skaggs’ for some time in a critical con­
dition, but as I now remember, he sub­
sequently recovered.

According to the Border Ruffian ac­
count of this affair, only two of the pro­
slavery men escaped, and they were of­
ficers, namely Capt. F. G. Palmer and
Lt. A. G. Morral. The prisoners were
paroled on their promise to leave the
Territory, and not again take up arms
against the free-state men; but most of
the property taken from them was re­
tained by the captors.

One of the trophies of this fight was
the South Carolina flag that once flut­
tered violently in Atchison, and waved
over the conquered Free State Hotel at
Lawrence.

The flag is a crimson banner of cotton
cloth in size four by six feet, having in
the center, and shown on both sides, a
single large white star; on one side the
inscription “South Carolina,” and on the
other the words “Southern Rights”. —

That flag is now kept in the archives of
the Kansas State Historical Society.

That day Col. Harvey moved south to
the Kansas River bottom, crossed Buck
Creek near where the railroad bridge
now spans that stream, and camped on
the east bank for the night. The banks
of this stream were so high and steep
that the wagons were let down from one
side and drawn up on the other by men
with long, heavy ropes. They could not
be taken over with horses attached.

Friday morning, Sept. 12, 1856, after
breakfast, we set out for Lawrence,
where, on our arrival, we marched down
Massachusetts street with that flag trail­
ing in the dust.

In obedience to orders received from
Gen. Lane, Col. Harvey, on Saturday,
with part of the men who had been with
him on the expedition from which he
had returned the previous day, and
some fresh recruits, started from Law­
rence to engage a strongly fortified force
under Capt. Robertson, {if Hickory
Point.” ~ ‘,

...- “.

Figur-ed in engagement with South Carolinians Sept. 11, 1856.
resident, Uncle “Sash” Cooper. —-A.G.S.

SKAGGS CABIN ON SLOUGH CREEK — 2 Miles North of Oskaloosa
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BATTLE OF HICKORY POINT

As told by A. G. Patrick, newspaper

man and a participant in the battle:

The “battle”, if such it may be called,
took place on the 14th day of Sept., 1856.
Gov. Geary arrived in the Territory
three or four days prior to the engage­
ment. On Friday, the 12th, a messenger
reached Lawrence with dispatches from
Geary containing his proclamation or­
dering all armed bodies to disperse, in­
cluding the Territorial militia, and guar­
anteeing protection for all. He declared
in most emphatic terms that so long as
he was Governor of Kansas, he would
see that none were molested in their
peaceful legitimate pursuits.

General Lane was in Lawrence at the
time but did not show himself at the
meeting. I think sometime that night he
left for Topeka, determining to go out of
the Territory. He took with him 30 or
40 men, intending to leave by what was
called the “Lane Road”, via Holton. He
was persuaded by a number of free-state
men from the vicinity of Osawkee, who
considered themselves ill-treated by
their pro-slavery neighbors, to visit
their locality before his final departure.

Having arrived at Osawkee the parties
under Lane commenced the work of re­
taliation. Dyer’s store was entered and
robbed, other “irregularities” commit­
ted. Being satisfied with their morning’s
work, the command, together with some
new recruits, proceeded towards Hick­
ory Point, where were gathered nearly
a hundred men, mostly farmers residing
in the immediate vicinity banded to­
gether for mutual protection. But con­
nected with them was a company of
South Carolinans, about thirty in num­
ber, who (on Sept. 8) had robbed the
store of Crosby Bros. of everything they
could take away on horses and set fire
to the building, consuming it and its re­
maining contents, and on Sept. 11 had
participated in the skirmish at Slough
Creek.

Gen. Lane, with about ninety men, ap­
peared at Hickory Point on Saturday,

Sept. 13,where he found the pro-slavery
men posted in three cabins. As the lat­
ter showed no inclination to engage in
field encounter, Lane sent a character­
istic dispatch to Lawrence for re-in­
forcements and artillery, stating he had
“a hundred pro-slavery scoundrels cor­
raled without food or water, and must
have a six-pounder to smoke them out.”
The instructions were to proceed by way
of Topeka, to which place the General
retired that evening.

We, who went to his assistance, sup­
posing Lane to be yet at the Point hold­
ing the enemy imprisoned until our ar­
rival, concluded to take a more direct
course across the Delaware reserve and
save 25 miles. Before ten o’clock that
night, 125 men had crossed the ferry at
Lawrence with a six-pounder (“Sacra­
mento”) and other necessary imple­
ments of war. The force under command
of Col. Harvey consisted of forty horse­
men under Capt. Wright of Stranger
creek, 80 or 90 infantry conveyed in
wagons. The cannon was under control
of Capt. Bickerton. About fifty of the in­

fantry belonged to the celebrated
“Stubbs” company of Lawrence, armed
with Sharpe’s rifles.

With considerable difficulty, we got
through the heavy timber on the north
side, where there was little more than
an Indian trail; crossed Buck Creek a
mile from its mouth, having to unhitch
the horses, pull wagons over by hand.
To get the cannon across, we used 50 or
60 men with ropes to surmount the im­
pediments of mud and steep banks.

Arrived at the Point between 10 and
11 o’clock (Sunday morning). Our cav­
alry divided in order to surround the
buildings (three in number). Our wag-­
ons approached to within 300 yards; our
boys were soon out, ready for any em­
ergency. No message passed between
opposing parties until the boom of Capt.
Bickerton’s cannon. Flags were flying on
the buildings, the blacksmith shop on
the west having a black flag, bidding de­
fiance. 200 yards due south of this shop
Capt Bickerton took his position, sup­
ported by 20 men armed with U. S. mus­
kets. “.Stubbs” company was to the east

Nfltr or50.53.».-<a\
GENERAL JAMES H. LANE, “The Grim Chieftan”, AT HICKORY POINT

Photo of a painting by Sam J. Reeder one of the participants of the First Day of
Battle, September 13, 1856.Painting hangs in the hall of the museum at the Kansas
State Historical Society.
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Weishaar Brothers, Nortonville

J

Oskaloosa Hardware and Implement C0,, Inc.



in a small ravine skirted with a little
timber.

“Sacramento” sent a six-pounder
through the log cabin carrying a mes­
sage of death to one Newhall, or whose
untimely end we were all afterwards in­
dicted and tried for murder. This shot
was the only one (of about twenty)
that resulted in any damaging effect, as
those inside would lay flat upon seeing
the flash of the cannon. The pro—slavery
men kept up a constant firing at us, the
bullets generally whizzing past over our
heads.

A new plan was then hit upon; an old
wagon was procured, loaded with hay
and backed up to the blacksmith shop
with a view to setting the hay afire and
smoking out those inside. But instead,
‘he men inside knocked out the chink­
Lngbetween the lower logs of the cabin
and gave the exposed legs of our boys a

sprinkling of buckshot, which made
them dance to the tune of “Jim Crow"
with variations. In this predicament, one
of the number set fire to the hay and all
scampered away under cover of the
smoke.

The cannon was shifted into line with
all three buildings, but about this time,
a white flag was seen to issue from one
of the cabins. A number of dispatches
passed back and forth. Presently a shout
went up with the announcement that the
fight was over and a compromise effect­
ed for surrender of the pro-slavery men.
Actually the arrangement was that fur­
ther hostilities should cease and the
day’s work be called “even".

In less time than it take to tell it, the
two sides were mingling like brothers.
The pro-slavery boys brought out three
or four demi-johns of Bourbon and the
affair ended happily for the moment.

There was one amusing incident I

.
BATTLE OF HICKORY POINT, Sept. 14, 1856 ——2nd Day

From a sketch by William Breyman, a participant, who is shown in foreground
with team and caisson. Col. Harvey Mounted, in foreground above him, mounted, is
Capt. Bickerton. Lieut. Pratt with ramrod near cannon — “Old Sacramento.” —
K.S.H.S.

must not fail to relate. One of our cav­
alrymen went to the nearby ravine to
get a drink. He found no water, only a
loblolly of mud. In one of the holes he
noticed something moving which he
thought a turtle or other “Varmint”. He
gave the thing a poke, up jumped a
frightened man. When brought up to
headquarters, the fellow was the most
comical looking, mud from head to foot,
shaking with fright like a leaf in an au­

.tumn wind.

That night we brought up at Newell’s
mill, later site of Oskaloosa. The mill
was only in the process of erection. Hav­
ing endured a sleepless night and a hot
sun all day, a majority of the boys laid
themselves down on the grass among
the logs around the boiler for a good
sleep; others got under the wagon for
protection. About 25 of us refused to
stay in camp, went 200 or 300 yards be­
low the mill, took quarters in the hazel­
brush, picketing horses yet farther
down. None of this party was taken pris­
oner but myself. Capt. Harvey did not
remain in camp but became the guest of
Jesse Newell for the night, a quarter
mile east.

I went to the main camp with a view
to roasting an ear of corn. The wound­
ed boys were suffering considerably. No
one wanted to take them to Lawrence,
so I volunteered. A covered spring wag­
on was secured. We placed in it the four
wounded men. A Dr. Cutler acted as
driver, Porterfield and I took it afoot.
After proceeding a mile we came in
sight of a body of U. S. troops. Fearing
we might be meeting the Kickapoo
Rangers, who had but recently threat­
ened me should I ever fall into their
hands would hang me to the first tree, I
skedaddled for the tall grass! When I
heard the demand to “surrender in the
name of the U. S.”, I arose from hiding
and delivered myself up. They demand­
ed to know who we were. Porterfield let
the cat out of the bag, said we had been
“banging away" at pro—slaverymen and
were taking wounded to Lawrence! Our
ambulance was allowed to go on, while
Porterfield and I were ordered to pilot
the troops to our main camp. We were
taken to Lecompton, where Judge Cato
held us for murder in the first degree!

Bowersock Mills & Power Co.
Lawrence, Kansas546 Mass. St. Wheat Storage
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LAND SALES — 1856 — '57
I

1% The act organizing Kansas into a Ter­
ritory passed Congress on May 30, 1854.

*-‘ What is now Jefferson county was then
Indian land, not open for settlement, a
portion to be sold to the highest bidder,
according to 1854treaty, for the benefit
of the tribe, the other held as a “dimin­
ished reservation”.

The first sale was held at Leaven­
worth, beginning Nov. 17, 1856. Lands
auctioned which lay in Jefferson county
included all Northeast of Oskaloosa on a
line due North and a line due East
from the present town. Included were
all 121 blocks of the platted town of
Jacksonville (1 mile east of present Os­
kaloosa) and all 94 blocks of Hardtville
(Hickory Point). ‘

No event of such interest or import­
ance to actual settlers had ever before ‘ ’
transpired. Political differences were CATARACT HOUSE, Grasshopper - Valley Falls - Erected in 1857
f°rg°tten in the Over 5had°Wi“g issue °f In the boom preceding land sales at Osawkee, it was designed to attract per­
how to secure titles to their lands. A11 manent settlers to the Falls. It had 30 sleeping rooms, two dining rooms, kitchens. —
settlers in this county at this time (1857) A-G’-S '
were in violation of the 1854treaty. Set­
tlers had taken up claims hoping that
the pre-emption laws would suffice and
squatters rights be recognized. However,
the government said these would not be
counted and the sales were to be made
to the highest bidder for gold or silver
in hand. If not paid within 24 hours after
the sale, the land would be resold until
cash was received. Patents were given
later to all purchasers.

The other half of the county lands
(including Oskaloosa, Grasshopper Falls
and Osawkee) were sold at Osawkee.

The spring and summer of 1857
brought a very large immigration to the
county, on account of the Osawkee land
sales, which began in July and ended in
August. There was hardly a quarter sec­
tion of land not occupied. Prior to the
sales immigrants seemed to be loaded
down with money but the reaction soon
faded, for there was nothing but poverty
and empty pockets. Three fourths of
those who held claims sold to speculat­
ors at the time of the sales, and then
left the country. The cabins that were
dotted around all over the prairies were
sold to those who intended to settle, or

FIRST CABIN AT OSAWKEE — used at Land Sales in 1857 as land office. Later the
home of O. C. Dewey and family, pictured here. The Older lady in the chair is Mrs.
Corman wife of the prop'rietor of the Osawkee Hotel in 1857.Picture taken about 70
years ago. ——Courtesy Dewey family.
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left to stand to be consumed afterwards
by prairie fires.

The land sales gave impetus to the set­
tling of the county, and early in the
spring of 1857, the immigrants began to
pour in. Osawkee and Grasshopper
Falls were the two places of greatest
attraction. Thousands of men flocked to
Osawkee, most of them intent upon
speculation. A company was formed un­
der the name of Knight, McCauslin and
Co. and they bought the greater portion
of the townsite, and dozens of claims in
the immediate vicinity. A very large
hotel was erected at a cost of thousands
of dollars. This gave confidence to the
speculations in town lots, and houses
went up without number. In anticipa­
tion of the event, it was hoped to make
Osawkee one of the leading cities in the
Territory. Until the sales improvement
was great. At that time, hundreds of
cabins were standing, and temporary
residents came by the thousands Every
building was crowded and the outskirts
of the town were surrounded by the
camps of land buyers, speculators and
gamblers. Many men came loaded with
gold, and every conceivable gambling
device was kept running night and day.
Money was continually changing hands,
and everything was lively. Town lots
sold for a fabulously high price. At least
one half of the squatters contracted to
sell to speculators.

At Grasshopper Falls the rush was
not quite so great, but still speculation
was rampant and lands priced high. The
Falls was almost destitute of hotel ac­
commodations, and in order to compete
with Osawkee, determined to have one
to satisfy the demand. A meeting of the
town company, and everybody else in­
terested, was called and the McCarger
Bros. showed a willingness to embark in
the enterprise, provided a sufficient in­
ducement be offered in the shape of a
bonus. A subscription paper was set a­
float, and in a short time 24 lots were
subscribed, besides a suitable location
for the building, which was at once ac­
cepted, the ground soon broken, and the
carpenters set to work upon the kitchen
part; the main building to be erected
later. It was christened the “Cataract
House”. The boys about the Falls felt
proud of this public enterprise and dedi­
cated it with a grand ball. Tickets were

issued and invitations sent far and near.
The supper was doubtless the most elab­
orate ever sat down to in Jefferson
county. The cakes alone cost over $100
and were brought in from Leavenworth.
About 75 couples were present, but room
enough for only six set of cotillions.

There were originally laid off in the
Grasshopper Falls town site 320 acres.
This was previous to any government
survey, and the town was recognized
afterwards by the U. .S.Surveyors, mak­
ing the necessary fractions around the
town site, but at the Osawkee sales the
commissioners refused to recognize the
town site, and sold the land by quarter
sections, the result of which was the
town company proper only received a
total of 80 acres.

Lands were offered for sale a town­
ship at a time, the entire sale requiring
several weeks. Persons attending these
sales tell the mode of conducting them.
Daniel Woodson, the Government re­
ceiver, would drive out in a buckboard
from Ft. Leavenworth, accompanied by
military guard. Successful bidders were
required to deposit their money immed­
iately, throwing it on a full-size chamois
skin which, at days end, would be roll­
ed up and taken to the fort for safe­
keeping.

COUNTY SEAT QUESTION

In 1855, when Jefferson County was
organized, Osawkee was designated as
the counyt seat. In October, 1858, the
county seat was moved to Oskaloosa.
Following is an account of the events
transpiring with the move, elections for
determination of location and final set­
tling of the question.

PEPPAR.D’S SAW AND GRIST MILL

At Oskaloosa — Steam powered

The territorial legislature of 1857-’58
passed a bill giving the citizens of Jef­
ferson county the right to vote on the
location of the county seat at the next
general election. The provisions of the

PIAZZEK MILL — Valley Falls
Joe Piazzek, native of Poland, ar­

rived at Grasshopper Falls April ,1855,
was emp‘1oyed by Frazier, Cody and
Riddle in construction of a mill. He
stayed, became owner of the mill and a
wealthy man.

ozXwK1E MILL __ BUILT IN 1865
Built by Wm. Dial and J. M. Funk

Mrs. Puderbaugh

Max Engle Engineering & Construction
KansasOskaloosa,

5
Rash Department Store

Oskaloosa, Kansas Phone 13
Jas. F.

Swoyer, Sr.; Swoyer and Swoyer
Attorneys ——Abstracters

Jas. F.
Swoyer, Jr.

The State Bank of Meriden
Member F.D.I.C. Meriden, Kansas



.impression

bill gave the place receiving the highest
number of votes to be declared the
county seat. The law was framed in the
interest of Grasshopper Falls, under the

she would cast a greater
number of ‘votes than any other point,
and over confidence lost the vote to
Oskaloosa. ‘ ' , '
Oskaloosa ;-.'17'Z__:' Gifas’shopper Falls - 173:
Osawkee ,'_-;'94_..,'41-Iiékory Point-}‘..50: Fair­
field- 12.“ -"rr ~J

The legislature in 1859 opened the
question anew and a bill introduced by
A. G. Patrick was passed, calling for a
majority vote over all points competing,
and in the event of no selection, a sec­
ond election should be held one month
following, confining the election to the
two highest in the first election. There
were five points in competition in the
first of these elections: Oskaloosa - 294;
Grasshopper Falls - 271; Osawkee - 103;
Defiance - 8; Hickory Point - 170.

The second election was held, as pro­
vided, one month after the above and
the voting confined to Oskaloosa and
Grasshopper Falls. Results: Oskaloosa
over Grasshopper Falls by 43 votes.

The legislature again opened the
county seat question in 1863-’64, to be
handled much in the same manner as
those of 1859.At the first election three
points were offered to the voters.

Results: - Oskaloosa - 402; Grasshop­
per Falls - 269; Osawkee - 198.

Since no town received a majority, a
second election followed in November
of 1864 confiining the vote to Oskaloosa
and Grasshopper Falls. Results: - Oska­
loosa - 579: Grasshopper Falls - 335.

This majority settled the matter once
and for all and in 1867 contracts were
let and the courthouse built.

Upon removal to Oskaloosa in 1858,
the county attorney, a fellow by the
name of Ghee, refused to follow the
records. Walter N. Allen was appointed
in his stead.

A tale has persisted through the years
that the county records were removed
from Osawkee between dusk and day
light. Here is the way the old tale was
told in an historical edition of Ozawkie
high school paper a few years ago, the
item secured by student reporters:

“Walter N. Allen and Rube Meyers
were responsible for the stealing of the
records from the little log cabin which
stood on the public square in Osawkee
and was being used as the courthouse.
One night Rube Meyers came to Osaw­
kee, loaded the records in his govern­
ment wagon. drawn by four yoke of ox­
en, and drove back to Oska1oosa.”

WYANDOTTE CONSTITUTION

C. B. McClellan of Oskaloosa was Jef­
ferson county’s delegate to the Wyan­
dotte constitutional convention which
met July 5, 1859,and sat 24 days, model­
ing a state constitution similar to that of
Ohio. On October 4th, the people of
Kansas Territory adopted this constitu­
tion by a vote of 10,421 to 5,530. But
Kansas was not yet a state. Lincoln was
nominated for President by the Repub­
lican party in 1860 and elected in No­
vember. Southern states saw in that
election the handwriting on the wall
for slavery unless they could save it by
seceding from the United States and
forming a union of their own. As these
states withdrew, their United States
senators resigned.

It was the resignation of Jefierson
Davis on January 21, 1861, that gave

Kansas its chance. Senator Seward of
New York perceived that the free-state
sympathizers for Kansas were in the
majority. The Senate voted. President
Buchanan signed the Kansas Bill on
January 29, 1861, and Kansas became a
state. In the following month on Wash­
ington’s birthday, Abraham Lincoln
stopped at Philadelphia, enroute to
Washington for his inauguration. There,
in front of Independence Hall, he raised
the first flag carrying the 34th star
which represented the new state.

At Lawrence, where the news was
carried by horse from the telegraph of­
fice at Leavenworth, a great celebration
was put on spontaneously and “Old
Sacramento” — the cannon which fig­
ured in the battle of Hickory Point —
was again brought into use for Free­
dom’s cause, now victorious. Sacramento
was fired again and again through that
night.

a I

-'
AMERICAN FLAG WITH 34 STARS, FIRST I l VinPhiladelphia,Penn.byAbrahamLincoln, 1:i('JsEvg%1§lL
March 186l.— Courtesy Kansas State Historical Society. ' D ‘ y



“Tragic Prelude"

The artist John Steuart Curry, born and reared near Hickory Point, had his youthful imagination fired by
man’s wrestle with Nature in her sterner moods of this Kansas region.

When he came to maturity, Curry acquired a profound understanding of men’s struggles with other men in

the processes of history. On the walls of Kansas State capitol, the artist has compressed into a single mural the

story of the era of “bleeding Kansas”. John Brown, self-appointed martyr, is not a hero but as a figure of heroic

size, grasping in one hand Holy Writ, in the other that emblem often called a Beecher Bible, one sees the violent
emotions that marked, in Kansas, the tragic prelude to Civil War.



THE CIVIL WAR

Jefferson County ranked third among
Kansas counties in volunteer enlist­
ments for the Civil War and in addition
raised eleven companies of militia —
two at Grasshopper Falls, two at Oska­
loosa, two at Osawkee, three from the
Kaw bottom area.

The Jefferson Rifles, organized in
April 1861, S. S. Cooper Captain, merg­
ed at Leavenworth with Capt. Clayton
Powell's company, and in May both
were inducted into the First Kansas
Regiment Volunteer Infantry. This regi­
ment saw heavy action at Wilson’s
Creek (near Springfield, Mo.) and later
was used for scout and picket duty.

Gen. James H. Lane recruited the
Eleventh Kansas, which saw action in
Arkansas, later in the war against Price
on the east and against Indians on the
west. The threatened Price raid threw a
scare into all eastern Kansas. All able­
bodied men were at the front, so teen­
age boys, armed with shot guns, guard­
ed the home front from behind trees and
fences.

S. S. Cooper was colonel of the Fourth
regiment, Kansas State Militia, which
included eleven companies from Jeffer­
son county.

INDIAN WARS

Before the end of the civil war Indian
troubles grew worse; some Jefferson
countians were sent with others to the
Great Plains. There is space in this para­
graph to mention only one engagement,
the infamous massacre near Red Buttes,
Dakota Territory (Later Casper, Wyo.)
July 1865. Hundreds of Indians attack­
ed a small detail of the 11th Kansas
Cavalry, slew 22 of 25 cavalrymen, in­
cluding eight from Rising Sun and other
Jefferson county towns. Of the three
who escaped and lived to tell the tale,
two were from this community, Byron
Swain and Corporal James W. Shrader.

THE JAYHAWKERS

(From an account by A. G. Patrick)
Jayhawk is a Kansas bird, trained to

swoop down in the stillness of the night,
wont to steal Negroes from Missouri. He

began his major depredations after the
beginning of the civil war. A jayhawk­
er was supposed to have some little vir­
tue in the beginning, and did effective
work in crippling rebels in Missouri, but
they soon degenerated into common
thieves and robbed all indiscriminately.
Jefferson county was at one time full of
jayhawkers.

The settlement on the Kaw bottoms
was a good field for the jayhawkers,
timber and brush in abundance, where
they could hide themselves as well as
their horses. The principal settlement
was at Rising Sun, which served as a
trading point for miles up and down the
river. It was in this locality that the no­
torious Bill Blake met his death.

Another place of rendevous was Os­
kaloosa and in that village and its vicin­
ity, numerous outrages were committed,
with no possibility of checking or pun­
ishing them. The citizens soon learned
that any attempts to oppose their reck­
less deeds only resulted in loss of their
own property, so the greater number
kept quiet. After a time, an organization
was effected to rid the community of
these outlaws. They were hunted, at­
tacked and on several occasions, a num­
ber of the robbers were killed. The Os­
kaloosa Independent so boldly challeng­
ed the jayhawkers that the editor’s life
was put in jeopardy and guards were
stationed about the printing office at
night.

The sacking of Lawrence, and the
terrible massacre by Quantrell in Au­
gust 1863, gave a new impulse for ven­
geance by the “jay hawkers” of Kansas.
The temptation was irresistable, and
Jim Lane induced the scalawag “bird”
to plume itself for every thing that was
in sight, and had it not been for the U.
S. troops interfering, Lane’s teachings
and pleadings would have made Mis­
souri and Kansas a “burning hell.”
Because they were not suffered to wipe
out Missouri, Lane’s crazy followers fell
back into every nook and corner of
Kansas, and the unappeased appetite
for a rebel’s hide, fell upon the poor
democrats, and the “jay-hawkers” liter­
ally skinned them for all that was out.
A democrat was not suffered to own a
horse or a gun, and when either could
be found, the owners were instantly de­
prived, and made to suffer all manner

of indignities, without a show of re­
dress, for the authorities and courts
were too much engrossed to listen to
complaints. In fact, the “jay-hawkers”
had the people of Jefferson county by
the throats, and the citizens never took
courage to stop them in their deviltry
until after the death of Bill Blake by
the hands of Joe Caruthers down in
Kaw bottom. From that moment the
tide was turned, and while Lemcool, a
companion, had gone to Osawkie for a
wagon to haul his dead comrade home,
the incensed multitude in and around
the mouth of Grasshopper, shot Phillips,
another of B1ake’s companions, and
threw his body into the Kaw river. Hod
Gibbs was sheriff at the time, and while
there as an officer of the law, Lemcool
put in his appearance with a wagon
when he too was killed! Phillips was
dragged from the river, and his body
thrown into the wagon with that of
Blake and Lemcool.

The infuriated populace ordered the
sheriff to take the dead subjects to
Osawkie for burial! This was the last
of the “jay—hawkers” in Jefferson Co.
Democrats and everybody else breathed
a little easier. Matters had been brought
to a crisis, and three desperate men
sent to their long homes.

A. G. PATRICK to whom the publishers
of this booklet are indebted for several
stories selected from files of his news­
paper. — IndePubCo

Parker Mortuary
N. Topeka

Bleil’s Clover Farm Store
Groceries—Meats-FeedOskaloosa,

J

Mercier Chevrolet Company
Kansas Valley Falls

Kansas

Chevrolet - Oldsmobile Kansas

Leavenworth - Jefferson Electric Coop., Inc.
McLouth Kansas



FROM WAGON RUTS
TO PAVEMENTS

Does the reader want to go to Pikes
Peak? Just put a Kansas map in your
car's glove compartment and strike out
west on one of the paved highways a­
vailable. You won’t need even to pack a
lunch nor a blanket. But, Jefferson
countians of a hundred years ago had an
entirely different problem. Look at this
editorial in the Oskaloosa Independent
of Oct. 10, 1860:

“One day last week a part of the com­
pany composing the Smoky Hill Expe­
dition, consisting of 9 wagons, 5 or 6 ex­
tra horses and 12 or 15 men, passed
through this place on the return from
Denver City to Leavenworth.

They report very favorably of the
route up the Kansas river and Smoky
Hill Fork, as being the shortest and best
road to the gold regions on the eastern
slope of the Rocky Mts. Distance by
measurement is a hundred miles shorter
from Leavenworth to Denver than by
the Platte river road, the ground more
level and smoother. There is no sand ex­
cept at the crossings of streams. There
is plenty of water the whole distance,
and a sufficiency of wood, with little
exception, and in the few places where
wood is scarce, there are buffalo chips
in abundance. Grass is much more
abundant and luxuriant than by the
northern route. Buffalo are near the
white settlements about Salina in great
numbers and they are generally very
fat.

This road will pass Stranger Creek at
the bridge at Russell’s mill, and pass
through Oskaloosa and Osawkee, thence
following the old Military road to Ft.
Riley. The citizens of this locality and
those at Osawkee and along the route
should turn out now and do some more
work on the road. Within two miles of
Oskaloosa, there are two crooks in the
road which need to be straightened and
worked some. When this is done, we
may soon expect to see a daily express
line established on this route which will

bring renewed life and vigor to our al­
ready lively village."

This theme of “Roads” continued to
hold a leading place in editorials of the
early and the later days in Jefferson
county. The coming of railroads for the
long distances reduced the local needs
for wagon roads within the county. Im­
provement of these under the old town­
ship system was exceedingly slow. The
custom was to allow a citizen to pay the
annual poll tax by doing a day’s work
on the road nearest his farm. The
“machinery” for this work generally
consisted of a “slip”, a “pick", a hand
shovel and sometimes a “drag”. The man
who invented the splitlog drag had
something to brag about.

The township system yet prevails in
some Kansas counties, but of course
there are power tools. Jefferson county
took over the maintenance of all roads
of the county in 1932 after an authoriz­
ing vote at a general election. The coun­
ty could and did purchase heavier tools
and roads were improved according to
a systematic standard. The county now
maintains 885 miles of road.

The coming of rural free mail deliv­
ery about the turn of the century com­
pelled attention to many miles of road
more than had been done before.

The next step was road surfacing. The
first concrete surface in this county was
a road up the Kaw valley on the north
side of the river. The first north-and­
south road across Jefferson county was
that now known as U. S. 59. It was sur­
faced with black topping about the year
1920.

In 1955, we have K-16 nearly paral­
leling the old K. C. N. W. railroad, K-4
nearly paralleling the Santa Fe railroad,
K-92 nearly paralleling the old L. T. &
S.W. railroad. K-192 paralleling the old
K. C. Central. The State maintains 120
miles of improved roads in this county.

Consolidation of rural schools and an­
nexations of most of these to town
schools with the furnishing of bus trans­
portation gave a great impetus to im­
provement of all roads leading from
farm to school. Of the 2280 farm units in
Jefferson county, 2279 of them have at
least one all-weather outlet to town or
school or market.

THOMPSONVILLE MILL

Built on the site of an earlier mill which
was known as the Indian mill, on the
Delaware river. Erected in 1865 by C. L.
Thompson.

ADAM TODD

Oskaloosa Settler of 1865,who became
head of a considerable family. It was at
the close of the Civil War that his mas­
ter, of Platte county, Missouri, gave
Uncle Adam and his wife America and
their children a wagon and team and set
them on their way to the “Promised
Land.” For Adam was an early arrival
of that inflow from former slave states
known as the Exodusters. He was a re­
spected and loved member of the Oska­
loosa community for many years.

Luxra Company
KansasAtchison,
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PEPPARD’S SAILING WAGON

This device, so expressive of man's
determination to out-run the ox cart,
the prairie schooner, even the horse, at­
tracted a lot of attention in this county
at the time and ever since.

When Peppard first began to build the
wagon the wise men of Oskaloosa all
laughed at him for wasting his time on
such a craft, just as other wise men of
Noah’s time scoffed at the good patri­
arch. IMr. Peppard’s advisors declared
that if he attempted to navigate the
craft he would certainly be killed, and
the people generally looked the wagon
over, shook their heads and called it
“Peppard’s folly.” But Mr. Peppard kept
on sawing wood and turning it into
wheels and running gear and boards.

Undaunted, Peppard at last set out
for the Colorado gold fields. Here is his
story, as recorded in the archives of the
Kansas Historical Society:

“Our best time was two miles in four
minutes. We could not run faster than
that rate as the boxing would have heat­
ed. One day we went fifty miles in three
hours, and in going so, passed 625 teams.

There were, you know, a great many
people en route for the gold fields in
those days. This was an unusually good
race. If we went ninety miles a day it
was considered a good day’s travel.
Many amusing incidents happened and
we had no little fun joking the teamsters
as we flew by them.

On the fifth day out we had some
sport with a band of Indians. It was
about noon and we were traveling along
probably at about ten or twelve miles
an hour. The wind was blowing about
25 miles an hour but having been well
shaken up by a rough stretch of the
prairie, I had put on the brake and reef­
ed my sail, so that we were journeying
leisurely. A cloud of dust attracted our
attention in the southeast and we decid­
ed to stop and wait. We thought it was
a band of Indians who were drunk and
would do us harm if we allowed them
to overtake us. The Indians were not
hostile, but when they were under the

ually ugly. When we had finished our
meal and smoked a pipeful apiece, the
band of Indians had approached to with­
in a mile of where we had stopped.

Strange to say they had not yet seen
us. I cannot account for this unless it
was because we were in a depression of
the prairie and were not noticed. When
we came out of the low place, and I
soared the sail, we could plainly see
each Indian rise in his saddle with a
start of surprise. As quick as a flash,
each mustang was put into a gallop and
the band of what we thought were
drunken Indians was bearing down
upon us. The Indians were upon us, but
fortunately, through suspicion or super­
stition, they had slackened their speed
and were within one hundred yards of

us, advancing cautiously. This allowed
me to give sail to the wind slowly and
thus not wreck the wagon. A fresh look
of surprise upon the faces of the red
men greeted our eyes as the wagon be­
gan to move and gradually increased its
speed. If they had been curious at the
appearance of the vehicle, they were
now astonished. at seeing it move. Just
as they put their horses into a canter I
released the brake and gave the full sail
to the wind. Quick as a flash the little
craft shot into the road and we were ofi
at a pace of about thirty miles an hour.
A wild whoop came from the throat of
each Indian and as I saw them lean over
their mustangs and lash the beasts into
a dead run I realized the race was on.

They were not drunk, so the race, in­

NEWMAN’S BLACKSMITH SHOP, VALLEY FALLS, 1864-4929
In 1863 he worked at blacksmithi ' L »th h « ­
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stead of being for plunder, resolved it­
self into one of rivalry. The wagon fair­
ly leaped from the ground, under the
pressure upon it. I have seen excited
jockeys, at the race track, urge their
steeds on to victory, but never before
did I see such earnestness and such
horsemanship displayed, as did those red
men as they leaned over their ponies
and came tearing after us. The swiftest
of them all was a brave who rode a
little gray mare. She clearly outclassed
the others and as she gradually drew
away from them the race resolved itself
into one with her alone. The other
braves drew rein and rent the air with
an unearthly yell to cheer their com­
panion on. For about a mile we had a
race that was exciting. The Indian lean­
ed far over the mare and patted her
neck. Again and again he called her
name and urged her to catch the “white
man”.

The mare was fleet but the race was
ours. The wind had risen higher and I
was obliged to reef the sail to keep
from being carried into the air. We were
tearing over the cleanly swept road at
a fearful pace. At last I saw that the
mare was weakening and in order not
to distance the brave I applied the brake
to slacken our speed. The Indian seeing
this, suddenly drew in the mare and ex­
claimed: ‘Ugh! Red man ride horse.
White man fly like bird,. ”

That Indian’s spontaneous remark was
prophetic, as forty years more of white
men’s eiforts were to demonstrate. But
Peppard’s efforts were very shortly
brought to an abrupt end, when the
sailing wagon was hit by a violent
whirlwind which wrecked the craft be­
yond repair.

COUNTY LINES ALTERED

In the winter of 1864 a move to an­
nex the southeastern tip of Jefferson
county to Douglas county was begun.
Petitions were circulated by persons
from Lawrence and signed by many
Jefferson county residents, favoring the
annexation. However, nothing was done

at that time, at least not openly, to pre­
sent such a bill to the State Legislature.

At the beginning of the legislative
session of 1864 - ’65, such a bill was in­
troduced and passed, much to the con­
sternation of the Jefferson county cit­
izens. Those in this county who had pre­
viously signed the petitions for the
move were now, (according to the In­
dependent of that time) against it, 3 to 1.

News of the bill brought forth blister­
ing editorials by the Independent’s edit­
or. Headlines of some of these read,
“Outrage - Deception”, “Fraud Consum­
mated”, and “Protest". Editorial con­
tent was not flowery but full of fire and
thunder. To quote from them; “Money
and persevering efforts in a wicked
cause have succeeded in robbing us of a
portion of our territory. No scheme of
the kind was ever more unjust; no sim­
ilar attempt more flagrantly outrageous;
and the rights of parties interested
never more ruthlessly trampled upon by
unprincipled tyranny. Without justice
or the shadow of right; without any but
the robber’s plea; against the expressed
wishes of nine-tenths of the people on
the cut-oiT, this vile measure has been
pushed through the legislature by means
of corruption and bribery. No unpre­
judiced member voted for the bill on the
merits of the measure. Misrepresent­
ation, bribery and promises of place or
help, did the work, which was conceiv­
ed in villainy and consummated in
fraud and corruption.”

Douglas county's reasons for wanting
this portion of Jefferson were listed as
follows; Lawrence had built some roads
in this area, Lawrence built a bridge
over the Kaw, and lastly, that portion
of the county is convenient to Douglas.
The last of these led the Oskaloosa ed­
itor to asert, “Indeed! If this plea is
worth anything, it is worth all the
State, and Kansas may as well be an­
nexed to Douglas at once as by piece­
meal; If the river, God’s own line of
division, is not a stay to their greed,
what other line can present a barrier to
their rapacity?”

The bill passed the houses of the leg­
islature in February 1865and our south­
ern boundary was reshaped. Protests
were made but fell on deaf ears.

DR. LORENZO NORTHRUP (1819-1906)

Pioneer physician and surgeon;
moving spirit of Grasshopper -- Valley
Falls more than 50 years. He built a
schoolhouse and hired a teacher to teach
his own and neighbors’ children; later
served on town school board; helped
build the first large stone schoolhouse in
the town.

In 1858 Dr. Northrup began build­
ing the Octagon House, which was to
become nationally known. Forty rooms,
all finished in black walnut, no room
square, were erected for his family use,
later turned into a hotel, destroyed by
fire in 1906. ——A.G.S.

fi
L. M. Waggoner Lumber Co. COMPLIMENTS

Building Materials of all kinds — Oskaloosa.Kansas Jefferson County Realty Company
COMPLIMENTSReiling Texaco Service

(lall Car] for Service — Phone 192 Dr. and Mrs. R. G Henry



THE COURTHOUSE

The County Commissioners, on June
8, 1867, gave Graham & Swain a con­
tract to build Jefferson county a court­
house 50 x 70 feet, two stories high, for
the sum of $22,875. Its brick was fired
in a kiln located only a few hundred
yards west of the site. Its Junction City
white limestone was hauled by ox teams
and wagons from the nearest rail station
on the Kansas Pacific R. R. The job was
completed in the summer of 1868. With
minor exceptions, the construction has
proven sound. This building in 1955 is
the oldest courthouse yet in use in Kan­
sas.

Features of special interest were the
semi—circular stairways, a novelty of
carpentry, and the cupola with an ob­
servation cat-walk, famous in those days
for sight-seers. The elevation of the cu­
pola was about 1200feet above sea level.
On the southern horizon North College
of the University of Kansas was visible.

For fifteen years, the courthouse was
the county seat’s social center. Its court
room was the scene of impassioned ora­
tory, of history-making political con­
ventions. Its ground floor corridor was
the setting for socials, public dinners
and like festivities.

For many years, the courthouse has
been inadequate to house all of the
county offices, some of which have been
“farmed out” in other locations of the
town. The courthouse “annex” was es­
tablished in the middle of the block on
the west side of the square in 1943.The
second story of this annex building was
formerly the Critchfield Opera House
which for three decades, beginning in
the mid-eighties, divided with the court­
house the public and semi-public activ­
ities of the community.

The courthouse park has always been
the center of attraction at the county
seat. Trees were planted in 1864but ow­
ing to the fact all kinds of livestock ran
loose most of the trees were killed, so
that in March 1866 there was a second
planting. There was a third planting in
April 1869. W. D. Monroe and Jas. W.
Shrader were commissioned to bring the
maples from Springdale. It was believed
by that generation that these trees
would offer complete shade for this
(1955) centennial celebration. However,
the drouth of the early 1930'sand severe
wind storms caused their removal and
in their place elms now stand.

The park was fenced in 1866 with a
five-board fence. The fence had a gate

middle south and a stile, middle north
side. Plank footwalks ran from each gate
of the park to the opposite side of the
street. They were of bridge timber, three
planks, with approaches of planks laid
on an angle. Both fence and stile re­
quired repairing at intervals to keep
out the town hogs and herds. A stone
retaining wall was built in 1881. The
park was enclosed in the eighties out­
side the retaining wall by hitchracks of
log chain held up by railroad ties. Wells
dug at each corner of the park had
windmills for power, drinking troughs
for horses. Big deep cisterns at the east
gate and at the west gate caught rain­
water from the courthouse roof. These
cisterns were used for years in case of
fires around the square.

In the northeast corner of the park
stood the county jail, built in the late
seventies. It was replaced in 19-35by the
handsome jail now in use on the east
side of the square. (An earlier jail of
log construction was located on the
northeast quarter of Blk 9 in the origin­
al town.) '

Through 89 years the courthouse park
has been a community and county gath­
ering place for all manner of outdoor
afiairs. Consistently recurrent since its

beginning in 1901 has been the Old Set­
tlers Annual Reunions which bring
thousands of residents and visitors to­
gether each August for two or three
days.

WALTER N. ALLEN_

County Clerk, 1868, who went to jail
rather than sign railroad bonds he be­
lieved illegal. K.S.H.S.

BOARD FENCE AROUND THE COURTHOUSE PARK ——1870's
First fence was built in 1866,repaired in 1872.Advertisements of Ayers Ague Cure
were visible on upper boards of the repair portion. Ind. Pub. Co.

I,
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Celebration at Oskaloosa, Kansas

August 14, I7, l8, I9, 20, 1955

Program of Events

Sunday, August 14
8 P.M. Sunday Evenin’ Gatheriin’

In Charge of Rev. A. P. Gutierrez
For Everybody in the County. Massed
Choir, directed by George Weldon.
Address: Fred W. Brinkerhoif, Editor
Sun and Headlight, Pittsburg, past pres.
Kansas State Historical Society

Wednesday, August 17
1 P.M. Centennial Parade. Prizes for best units.

In Charge of Homer Trapp
Assemble at athletic field, 12:30 P.M.

3 P.M. Address: Senator Frank Carlson
Court House Park Platform
H. D. Wyatt, M. C.

7:45 P.M. Awarding of Prizes to Parade
Winners.

8 P.M. Opening Performance Jefferson County
},Centurama, by the John B. Rogers Pro­
ducing Company, Fostoria, Ohio.

Thursday, August l8
1 P.M. Children’s Games and Contests

In Charge of Walter Campbell

2 P.M. Public Style Revue by the 23 4-H Clubs
of Jefferson County. In charge of Harold
Gottsch, club agent. (A pre-item of the
County 4-H Fair, A.ugust‘22, and 23 at
Valley Falls.)

7:45 P.M. Children’s Contest Winners
In Charge of Walter Campbell

8 P.M. Second Performance of Pageant.

Friday, August 19
1 P.M. Children’s Games and Contests

In Charge of Walter Campbell

2 P.M. Platform Talent Show in Court House
Park by present and former Jefferson
Countians - Juanita Barnes, Ch’n.
Jas. Cheney, M. C.
A Variety Show selected from various
communities.

3:30 P.M. Welcome to Veterans of Company B
of World War I in their two-day reunion,
Court House Park.

7:45 P.M. Introduction of Company B at the
Pageant Grounds, Homer Trapp

8 P.M. The Pageant Continued.

Saturday, August 20

1 P.M. Children’s Games and Contests
In Charge of Walter Campbell

2 P.M. Historical Style Revue, 100 Years, By
the 31 Home Demonstration Units of the
County, directed by Ruth Wells and
Committee, Mrs. Percy Egner, Mrs. Leon
Cover, Mrs. Elmer Becker.

4 P.M. Old Old Settlers Hour. Remarks, Prizes,
Eric C. Steeper, M. C., in park.

7 :45 P.M. Beards judged, shaved, athletic field.

8:00 P.M. Final Performance of Pageant



JEFFERSON COUNTY CENTURAMA
A Pageant of the Past By John B. Rogers Producing Co.

Robert Carson, Pageant Master
Oskaloosa, Kansas August 17-18-19-20, 1955

SYNOPSIS OF SCENES

PROLOGUE

The blare of trumpets heralds the arrival of her super—
ior majesty, Miss Jefferson County, ruler of the Cen­
tennial Celebration.

EPISODE I —-“The old-timer”

Good evenin’, friends and neighbors. This is just an
old—tirner biddin’ you welcome in the ‘spirit of old­
fashioned hospitality.

EPISODE II — “Jefferson County Story”

An epic of the tidal wave of freedom—lovingmen and
women sweeping onto a new world. Rich with natural
resources beyond the dreams of ages.

EPISODE III — “Land of the Red Man”

Moving silently in the background of our history are
the shadows of the first sons of this new land — the
Indians.

EPISODE IV — “First White Child”

The first white child born not only in what was later to
become the county of Jefferson, but also the first white
child born in the territory of Kansas was Napoleon
Boone.

EPISODE V — “A New People in a New Land”

The earliest travelers from the territory had carried
home ‘such glowing reports of the wonderful country,
calling it “The Garden 0-fthe West,” that new settlers
began to flock to the newly opened territory eager to
acquire homes and open the new frontier.

EPISODE VI — “Reineinber the Sabbath”

Let us return to one of the first log cabin churches
built by our pioneer forefathers. It is an early spring
morning.

EPISODE VII — “Readin’, ’Ritin, and ’Rithemetic”

We turn back the pages of time and look in on a typical
school scene of a century gone by.

EPISODE VIII — “Land Sales at Ozawkie”

During the years of 1856-57,there was a heavy rush of
immigration to the county, and in July of 185.7,a
government land sale was held at Ozawkie.

EPISIODE IX — “New Coun-ty Seat”

County Records are moved from Ozawkie to Oskaloosa
by dark.

EPISODE X — “Tragic Prelude”

One of America’s most famous paintings, perhaps, is
John Stuart Curry’s renowned “Tragic Prelude” depict­
ing in its full scope, the tragic horror and hardship of
the Kansas -border pre-civil war days.

EPIS0lDiE'XI — “Volume in Black”

Like a thunderbolt from the blue,
divided.

the nation became

EPISODE XII -- “The Petticoat Government”

An event that brought the city of Oskaloosa into the
limelight of. the English-speaking world. .

EPISODE XIII — “Bikes, Bustles, and Mustaches”

As the century moved from the 19th to the 20th,
changes were taking place through-out the nation. Yes!’
the gayest of all years were the “Gay 90’s.”

EPISODE XIV ——“First World War”

In 1917 the United States took up the torch for demo­
cracy and Jefferson County, with the rest of the nation,
shouldered her share of the burden of sacrifice.

EPISODE XV — “The Roaring Twenties”

The most famous memory of the twenties was -- The
Charleston, and Charleston it was !- All over the nation.

EPISOSDEXVI — “The Second World War”

The historic flag raising on Iwo Jima.

EPISODE XVII — “Atomic Age”

Is this the beginning or the end?

EPISODE XVIII — “WHEEL OF PROGRESS”

Before you a great wheel of progress is taking form
with Jefferson County as its hub. With each spoke
carved from ‘one of her past achievements we see our
country serving the nations of the world —-flanked by
the young manhood and womanhood of our county,
proudly carrying the torch of youth into the future.

LL



THE PAGEANT CAST

Names generally appear in first scene in which they appear; same persons may appear in later scenes.

Narrators:

Miss Kathleen Henshaw, Rev. Ira
Nicklin, Mrs. Virginia Reichart, Mr.
Richard A. Swallow

Trumpeters:

Sonya Anderson, Jane McPherson
Marian Streator, Susan Snook

Cadets:

Patricia McClenny, Sandra McClenny,
J0 Del Dunbar, Marjorie Elkington,
Ida Mae Coleman, Mary Kay Patrick,
Nancy McPherson, Karen Kree, Peggy
Strole, Alice Williams

Miss Columbia:

Eva Jean McNish

States to Columbia:

Eloise Johnson, Nina Lee Snook,
Sandra Hanson, Meredith Snook, Nancy
Shufflebarger, Shirley Rogers, Marie
Hiebsch, Mary Cox, Jackie Mize

Sailorettes:

Nancy Means, Janet Easum, Karen
Keeling, Jane Hannah, Delores
Edmonds, Donna Dunbar, Kay Peppard,
Patty Gardiner, Sonja Hampton, Emily
Robbins, Patty Edmonds, Jackie Her­
bert, Ann Stoner, Annette Hiebsch

Nation’s Queens:

Donna Gottsch, C la r a Schrader,
Kathel Snook, Pat Tubach, Fern Taylor,
Charlotte DeYoung

Color Guards:

Gene Gunselman, Raymond Jeffery,
David Brown, Joe Metzger

Old Timer:

Ralph Davis

INDIAN SCENE

Indian Chiefs:

Larry Carlyle, Carl Cox

Indian Braves:

John Lindsay, Billy Killinger, Victor
Langdon, Mike Kern, Jerry Terry,
Larry Weaver, Ernest Grace, Leroy
Kimberlin, Richard Decker, Curtis Pat­
rick, Rex Rogers, Jerry Robertson,
Jerry Shufflebarger, Harold Streator,
Jimmy Robertson, Earl Barnes, Arthur
Voelker, Russell Voelker

Indian Squaws:

Mrs. Herbert Scoville, Mrs. Ben Wein­
berg, Mrs. Lloyd Rogers, Mrs. George
Brown, Mrs. W. H. Patrick, Mrs. Alvin
Biery, Mrs. Robert Spielman, Mrs. Jean
McAdam

Indian Children:

Jane Hoskinson, Shirley McAdam,
Leah Kay Werst, Karen Carson, Jewell
Rankin, Jane DeYoung, Dennis Reiling,
James Reynolds, Pat Kern, Walter
Means, Jimmy DeYoung

Indian Dancers:

Eva Jean McNish, Hiram Stockwell

First White Settlement:

The Daniel Boones and little son:

The (Merle Pottorfs and son, Chester
Duane

PIONEER SCENES

Pioneer Men:

James Keeling, Dan Luster, Les Wag­
goner, Robert Turner, James Wheeler

Pioneer Women:

Mrs. Inez Brown, Mrs. Vera Sieben,
Mrs. Barbara Capesius, Mrs. Musie
Ragland

Minister:

Ray Lobb

Adult Square Dancers:

Mr. and Mrs. Lum Hassett, Mr. and
Mrs. Ray Oroke, Mr. and Mrs. Morris
Dessinger, Mart Jefiers and Louise
Patterson, Mr. and Mrs. Paul Alexander,
Mr. and Mrs. Owen Lindsay, Mr. and
Mrs. Elmer Roth, Mr. and Mrs. Glen
Tosh, Mr. and \Mrs. Carl Evans, Mr. and
Mrs. Carl Garren, Mr. and Mrs. Harold
Patterson, Mr. and Mrs. Ben Alexander

Children Square Dancers:

Nancy Killinger, Max Mountain,
Kathy Koons, Larry Easum, Pamela
Weckman, Eddie Tosh, Diane Finley,
Billie Frisbie

Sue Means, Warren Means, Mary Kay
Patrick, George Sloop, Nancy McPher­
son, Tommy Lobb, Jerri Tosh, David
Loveling

Kathy Kavanaugh, Gary Heller, Don­
na DeLong, Bruce Lutz, Brenda Farmer,
Jeffery Hurst, Deidre Ford, Mike Reich

Linda Farmer, Phil Farmer, Beth
Hibbs, Quentin Hurst, Linda Newman,
Bobby Brosa, Nancy Cline, Giles Kava­
naugh

School Scene:

Teacher:

Mrs. Kate King

Children:

Marian Streator, Jessie May Camp­
bell, Marcia Kern, Andrea Stroud, Jane
McPherson, Sonya Anderson, Ronnie
Edmonds, Steven Williams, Ronnie
Rankin, Henry Reynolds, Alvis Means,
J. D. Faris ‘

Bad Boy:

-Max Dick



OLD FASHIONED SCENES

Old-Fashioned Women:
Mrs. Harry Brown, Mrs. L. T. Ed­

monds, Mrs. Anna May Hill, Mrs. Etta
Pearson, Mrs. Edna Denning, Mrs. W.
M. Farris, Mrs. Karl Hockenbarger, Mrs.
Henry Streator, Mrs. Glen Rogers
Old-Fashioned Men:

Mr. L. T. Edmonds, Mr. Asa Judy, "Mr.
Walter Campbell, Mr. Ed Sewell, Mr.
Robert Taylor, Mr. Henry Streator, Mr.
Glen Rogers

Mr. Manypenny, Auctioneer:
James S. Swoyer

John Brown Scene:
Karl Hockenbarger, Gene Gunselman,

Joe Metzger, Ray Lobb, Bill Grindol,
Max Mountain, Paul Hensleigh, David
Brown

Civil War Soldiers:
Harry Hampton, Jr., Leonard Bliel,

Jack Langdon, Jimmy Sharkey, Harold
Reid, Bob Robbins, Bobby Brown,
Hiram Stockwell

Abraham Lincoln:
W. H. Patrick

Petticoat Government:
Mrs. R. G. Henry, Mrs. Harry Hamp­

ton, Mrs. Asa Judy, £Mrs.Elmer Stoner,
Mrs. Homer Trapp, Mrs. Jack Vorhees

Removal of Documents to Oskaloosaz
Charles Hannah, John Speilman, Joe

Metzger

GAY NINETIES SCENE

Women:

Mrs. George Allen, Mrs. Ed Frye, Mrs.
Merrill Stebbins, Mrs. Lloyd Copeland,
Mrs. Owen Lindsay, Mrs. Lum Hassett,
Mrs. Paul Alexander, Mrs. Glen Tosh,
Mrs. Una Shoemaker

Men:

Mr. George Allen, Mr. Bill Grindol,
Mr. Ed Frye, Mr. Loyd Copeland, Mr.
Lum Hassett, Mr. Merrill Stebbins, Mr.
Glen Tosh

Mayor:

Homer Trapp

Cop:

Owen Lindsay

Medicine Man:

Paul Alexander

Photographer:

Mike Tryon

Children:

Marcia Kern, Aline Malone, Janice
Malone, Andrea Stroud, Jessie May
Campbell, Bruce Rhodes, Jimmy De­
Young, Ronnie Edmonds, J. D. Faris,
Max Dick

Carrie Nations’ Raid:
Grace Bell, Bessie Good, Marie Allen,

Dorcas Welch, Myrtle Plummer, Nora
Elswick, James Plummer, Bob Trude,
Ben Grindol, Charles Steinmetz, Joe
Quinlan, Lois Hart, Joyce Reusch

Baseball Team:
James Stockwell, Harlan Walker,

Victor Langdon

Bathing Beauties:
Marjorie Swoyer, Nancy Peppard,

Balla Hicks, Marie Hiebsch, Verna Mae
Hundley, Jackie Vorhees

Charleston Dancers:
Eva Jean McNish, Nancy Means, Joy

Rath, Hiram Stockwell, Clifford Dick,
Harry Hampton, Jr.

Bride and Groom:
Mr. and Mrs. Kyle Moran

Can Can Girls:
Beverly Heller, Rosiland Simpson,

Marilyn Simpson, Judy Needham, Kay
Dial, Vera Lee McGinnis, Deanna
Frommer

World War I

Nurse:
Mrs. William Frisbie

Iwo Jima Flag-Raising:
Gene Gunselman, Raymond Jeffery,

David Brown, Joe Metzger

Centennial Corporation Organization
ADMINISTRATIVE — Chairman,

Vice-Ch’n.,
Treasurer, Red Reynolds

FINANCE — Wm. H. Patrick, Underwriting, Verne
Hundley, Novelties, Walter Bleil, Beard Contest, Lions

Official Hats, GeorgeClub, Mel Herbert, Pres.;
Killinger.

William C. Leech,
John Roberts, Secretary, Elmer Roth,

Special Events, Harvey Rash; Parade, Homer Trapp;
Historical Windows, Mrs. Ralph Bentley; Fireworks,
Kenneth Lewton; Special Days, Mary Weinberg, Harold
Govttsch,Juanita Barnes, Ruth 1. Wells.

Mission, Kansas.

Pageant Tickets, Roscoe Miller;

Company B Reunion, Floyd (Jack) Clark, Roy A. Mott,

Queen Contest, Mrs.

HISTORICAL BOOKLETS — Research, Production and
Printing, John Roberts, John P. Hoskinson; Pictures,
Advertising and Sales, Oskaloosa Civic Group, Mrs.
William C. Leech, president.

PAGEANT — Scenario, Kathleen Henshaw; Material to
John B. Rogers Producing Co., John Roberts; Casting,
Mrs. Adair Edmonds ; Costumes, Rebekah Lodge, Etta
Pearson, pres.; Properties, Mr. and Mrs. Kempton,
Marie Macari; Pageant Music, George Weldon, Valley
Falls.

Roscoe Miller, Mrs. H. L. Streator

Reserve ‘Seats,Friedof Winans; Gate and Ushers, Ralph
Bentley.

Publicity, Nelson Stroud, Wm. Finley, Oskaloo-sa Inde­
pendent, Rev. A. P. Gutierrez, Max Mountain; Speaker,
James S. Lester

Hospitality, Fred M. Thompson, Nincehelser sisters;

Traffic, Joe Sloop; Transportation, Harry Hampton;
Street Carnival, Elmer Stoner, H. L. Hampton.



“Prom1's1'ng Seven ties”

RAILROAD FEVER

Prior to the Delaware Indian Treaty
of 1860,little had been done in planning
a route for rails through Jefferson coun­
ty. As early as 1857, some of the citizens
of this county, mainly from around
Grasshopper Falls, had been interested
by James H. Lane in securing rail con­
nections but the rails had no hub in
Kansas Territory from which to grow.
After the treaty, the Leavenworth, Paw­
nee and Western Rail Road Co. received
all the diminished reserve. The Indians
held only small tracts of 80 acres each
with a few larger tracts granted to the
chiefs. The company was to build a road
through the reserve before getting title
to the lands.

Some agitation was begun locally, in
1861,to have Leavenworth picked as the
center of commerce, with rails running
from that point out over the state. It
was at this time the company began
serving notices to the white settlers,
warning them that the land was pro­
perty of the railroad and that the set­
tlers would be prosecuted for settling
thereon illegally and also for removing
timber.

The L. P. and W. became the Union
Pacific Eastern Division, in 1863, with
Gen. John C. Fremont as its president.
Almost immediately this company sold
to the Kansas Pacific and troubles be­
gan for the settlers on the railroad land.
Some of the people had purchased their
claims in whole, some in part, from the
former company, accepting company
stock in lieu of deeds. Some had taken
claims with the understanding that they
would be allowed to work out the price
on the grade. Many refused to keep up
their payments, fearing they would lose
all they had invested. They held out for
warranty deeds to the land, which could
not be supplied by the company until
the latter had acquired patents from the
government. Thus trouble arose in the
southern half of the county between the
railroads and the people. In 1865, Sam
Denman, agent for the company, order­
ed all settlers declining to pay more on
their claims to leave the land. The set­
tlers refused to leave. Mr. Denman, with
the aid of troops from Ft. Leavenworth,
arrested some of thes ‘ ebglliquszwi
and destroyed several homes. Protests
by the settlers to the military command­

er at the fort, Gen. Mitchell, accomplish­
ed nothing. He had received orders from
both the departments of Missouri and
of Kansas, based on a U. S. order issued
in 1862, to remove all trespassers from
the railroad lands. By mid-year, how­
ever, Gen. Mitchell decided to go to
Washington to find out from the Secre­
tary of the Interior just who did own
the disputed area. There he learned that
the government had not recognized the
claims of the rail company and the com­
pany therefore had no way of forcing
payment for lands to which they could
not give title. Mr. Denman was replaced
by a Mr. Barthalow who professed an
eagerness to get along with the settlers.

By the end of 1865,the Kansas Pacific,
known as the Union Pacific Eastern Div­
ision, had built a road across the south­
ern end of the county. The railroad
claims to the land were perfected and
order was again restored in the county
until July 1866 when the rail company
disregarded some of the claims made by
settlers near Williamstown and sold
this land to a milling company. The mill
company men proceeded to destroy some

6

of the homes of these settlers. The set­
tlers in turn drove nails into the saw
logs rendering them unfit for use by the
mill. On July 4, both parties armed
themselves with guns and prepared to
do battle. No casualties occurred altho
several persons were wounded. This
fight settled nothing. The disputed own­
ership case reached the U. S. Courts and
was carried on for several years.

Railroad fever was by this time rising
rapidly throughout the state. It was
during these troubled times that the At­
chison, Topeka and Santa Fe first made
a move to cross Jefferson county. In
September, 1865, bond elections for
building of this road were held and un­
animously defeated everywhere except
in Grasshopper Falls township. The fe­
ver did not die here, but was only driv­
en into hiding until 1867.

Cyrus K. Holliday, president of the
Santa Fe R.R., in June 1967,paid a visit
to Oskaloosa and other interested parts
of Jefferson county. Agitation again
broke out, not only for the A. T. & S.F.,
but the Atchison, Oskaloosa and Law­
rence R. R. as well. A second bond elec­
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tion was held. This election was declar­
ed fraudulent only after bitter dispute
lasting until 1870.When the election was
over, the bonds had carried. Those anti­
bond men in Jefferson county claimed a
fraud had been carried out in Grass­
hopper Falls township where the ma­
jority of favorable Votes had been
counted. These men went before the
canvassing board just as the canvass was
being concluded and demanded the poll
books of the county. When they were
returned, the Grasshopper Falls book
was found missing. It was returned some
time later. Terry Critchfield was the
county clerk in oflice at the election, in
1867, but by the time the county com­
missioners had decided to issue the
bonds, Walter N. Allen, an anti-bond
man, had been elected county clerk.
Allen was installed, in 1868, and cham­
pioned the cause of the defeated men.
Two commissioners, John Cofl"ey and
Wm. Gragg, ordered the issuing of the
bonds; John C. W. Davis, the third
commissioner, refused to sign this order.
Allen, convinced that the election had
been illegal, also refused to issue the
bonds. A suit was brought to compel
him to do so, but still he refused, vol­
unteering to go to jail instead. Thus he
did, though he was released a short time
later. He held out so strongly that in
October, 1869, he was removed from
office and L. A. Myers was appointed to
fill out his term. The commissioners
again issued an order for stock sub­
scription and it was complied with.

By 1870, the anti-bond group had
gained a majority on the board of coun­
ty commissioners and Walter N. Allen
was awarded $1,200.00with which to de­
fend himself and the county against the
payment of the bonds. A perpetual in­
junction was issued, May 1870, against
the bond payment. For several months,
the case was before the courts. The
bonds were finally declared void and the
election illegal.

In 1871, township elections were held
on bonds for the Atchison, Oskaloosa
and Lawrence R. R. These were defeat­
ed in all townships except Oskaloosa.
Thus ended the A. O. 8; L. During this
year, township elections were also held
for the Grasshopper Valley R. R., to run
down the Grasshopper river. All town­
ships bordering the river voted this one

down. Then on July 11, 1871, Grasshop­
per Falls and Rock Creek townships
voted in favor of bonds for the A. T. &
S.F. to pass through their lands. The
bonds carried and the road was built in
1872.

On September 28, 1871, a proposition
was presented by the Kansas Central (a
narrow gauge road) to Jefferson and
Grasshopper Falls townships for $65,000
in bonds. These also carried, the road
was built and trains were running over
these tracks in 1872. This event was
highlighted by a 4th of July excursion
from Leavenworth to Grasshopper Falls
in which 700 passengers on two trains
paid the Falls people a social call.

Again the fever became dormant until
1881 when the townships of Union, Os­
kaloosa, Osawkie and Rock Creek voted
bonds to build the Leavenworth, Oska­
loosa and Topeka railroad. In the fall of
this year, the rails had reached Oska­

loosa and on west toward Osawkie, but
it was not completed until 1882 after its
purchase by the Santa Fe. The first
trains ran through to Topeka on Octo­
ber 21, 1882,using the AT. & S.F. tracks
from Meriden.

For the following two years, the fe­
ver again subsided. Then in October,
1884, the Wyandotte, Nebraska and
Northwestern was chartered, with plans
proposing a road from Wyandotte (Kan­
sas City) through Oskaloosa and Holton
to Beatrice, Neb. A year later a new
charter was formed for the same plans
but under the name Kansas City, Wy­
andotte and Northwestern Railway Co.

As the new year of 1856 was ushered
in, new life was given to a road from
Atchison thru Oskaloosa to Lawrence
and south. The Santa Fe Co. was behind
this move to connect with the Kansas
Southern R. R. south of Lawrence. In
February, bond elections were held for
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COMPLIMENTS

Jefferson County Farm Bureau
Oskaloosa Independent

“Six Months Older than the State of Kansas”

Simon Service — Phone 200 — Oskaloosa
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Fred M. Thompson — Insurance
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the K.C. W. & N.W. Results were favor­
able and soon thereafter work was be­
gun on the grade.

The peak of the railroad fever was
reached in the year 1887. The Kansas
City & Northwestern was completed
through Jeiferson county in October,
passing thru McLouth on August 2nd
and reaching Oskaloosa the 23rd. From
Oskaloosa the route was to Hickory
Point, thence to Valley Falls. Arrival at
the Falls was on October 8th. With the
completion of this road, Jefferson county
now had four railroads within her bor­
ders and never gained another from
this time on. Agitation for more roads
increased rapidly, so much so that the
Independent editor was led to make the
following statement in his paper on
April 2, 1887: “If projects proposed con­
tinue to completion, Oskaloosa will be
the hub of traffic in Jefferson county. We
now have rail connections between Mc­
Louth, Ozawkie and Meriden and the
county seat; Valley Falls and Oskaloosa
will be connected by the K.C. & N. W.;
The M0. Kans. & Neb. R.R. will connect
us with Williamstown and Nortonville;
St. Joe & S.W. will bring connections
from Winchester, Thompsonville and
Grantville.”

Several other railroads were pro­
posed during 1887 which did not mater­
ialize. There was the Atchison and To­
peka for the Rock Island, via Winchest­
er and Oskaloosa ——proposed but noth­
ing ever came of it. The Missouri, Kan­
-sasand Nebraska R. R. was to run from
Paola to Lawrence, Oskaloosa and Hia­
watha — chartered and that was all.
The Chicago, Kansas and Arkansas R.R.
was planned from St. Joseph south
through Nortonville, Oskaloosa and
Thompsonville, to branch at that point
and proceed both to Topeka and to
Lawrence respectively. This company
was chartered, capital plentiful and dirt
to fly soon. Elections held in Nortonville
and Oskaloosa townships supported the
bonds and Rural township defeated the
issue. Arrangements were made to build
track but in 1891, the railroad was sold
at a mortgage foreclosure and the town­
ships were left holding the worthless
stock. The Kansas City, Lawrence and
Nebraska R. R. was to run through
Perry, Thompsonville and Meriden. It
was chartered, surveys run (“no paper

road”) and bond elections held, with re­
sults split. In October, 1888, it was as­
serted that the project was not dead, the
road would be built. But it collapsed in
the 1890’s.

In 1887, the railroad holdings in Jef­
ferson county were listed as follows: A.
T. & S.F. —$253,451.86; U.P. — $160,637.­
66; L. T. & S.W. — $188,119.29; Kansas
Central — $95,072.95; and K.C. & N.W.
——$200,000.00.The Northwestern, last to
come, was the first to go — in 1919. The
L. & T, died in 1929and the Kansas Cen­
tral in 1935.

With the coming of the railroads to

this county, several new townsites were
platted. Along the Kansas Pacific in
1864-’65 the towns of Williamstown,
Perry, Centerville, Medina, Newman
and Grantville came into being. The At­
chison, Topeka and Santa Fe brought
the establishing of Nortonville, Rock
Creek and Meriden. McLouth was add­
ed by the coming of the Leavenworth,
Topeka and Southwestern. A station
site was selected at Hickory Point
(Hardtville) which lay between that
place and the platted town of Fairfield.
Here a new town was platted and call­
ed Dunavant.

TWO TRAINS IN TOWN, McLOUTH, KANSAS, 1897.

Coming of the L. T. & S. W. R.R., brought about the founding of McLouth.
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THE JEFFERSON HOUSE, OSKALOOSA — South side public square

(Destroy-ed by fire in 1900) Proprietor S. S. Coop'er on the right. Billy Kirkham
and his “hack that made all the trains.” ——Nincehelser’s

COMPLIMENTS
William C. Leech

J
COMPLIMENTS

Keeling Brothers —Oskaloosa, Kansas
COMPLIMENTS

James S. Lester Furniture Store and Funeral Home,
Hampton's

Oskaloosa



CHURCHES AND SCHOOLS

American Protestantism expressed it­
self early in county history by erecting
churches in every town and hamlet, and
in rural places as well. Roman Catholic­
ism was more sparsley distributed but
with several establishments of perman­
ent strength. Denominations generally
were characteristic of northern states,
reflecting the free-state leanings of our
permanent settlers. There was early
circuit-riding; one church at Oskaloosa
in 1858 was part of a circuit extending
from North Lawrence to (later) Norton­
ville, virtually the entire eastern half
of the county. Rural meeting houses,
like rural schools, have gradually dis­
appeared with the improvement of
means for getting to town.

The desire for education of children
and youth was strong in the character
of permanent Jefferson county settlers.
Private subscription schools sprang up
even before towns were laid Out. A. J.
Greene taught a school at Jacksonville
in the winter of 1855-56.

The first school on the Oskaloosa
townsite was held in the spring of 1857,
taught by Miss Mary Finnicum in a
building in the east part of the town.
The first school at Valley Falls was pro­
vided by Dr. Lorenzo Northrup and
taught by Miss Libbie Pennock. Sub­
scription schools were usually operated
in three-months terms.

The first public school district formed
in the county was the Rothschild dis­
trict, formed upon a petition to J. H.
Bennett, county superintendent, in Feb­
ruary, 1859.It became known as District
No. 1, Center district, its building 11/2
miles north of later Boyle. A small log
cabin was secured and a three-months
term begun: Esther A. Webb, teacher,
salary $10 per month, 17 pupils. She re­
ceived the first teacher’s certificate ever
granted in the county. During that same
year, J. H. Bennett organized nine dis­
tricts.

of schools in­In 1860, the number

creased to 18. By the close of 1869, there
were 72 districts organized. Elementary
District No. 100, Dunavant, was organ­
ized in 1896. This number, the last, in­
cluded eight town schools.

Earliest town schools generally were
of frame construction but soon after the
Civil War, two-story buildings — some
of stone or brick ——were erected.

Early efforts at higher education were
made in two communities. At Winchest­
er in 1874,a stock company was formed
which built an academy building and
operated a school for a short time. But
it proved a financial burden too great
for the community.

At Oskaloosa, the township voted
bonds in 1865 to erect a schoolhouse;
this had a varied career until 1878
when it was leased to the Methodist
Episcopal Church South. By that de­
nomination, Marvin College was found­
ed and a school of secondary and col­
lege level was operated. An advertise­
ment in the Independent during July of
1878 announced an opening term of 20
weeks on August 19th at Marvin Col­
lege (male and female) for primary,
preparatory and collegiate departments.
Tuition of $12.50 would enroll a pri­
mary pupil. for teaching of the three R’s,
grammar and geography. The prepara­
tory course at $17.50 would cover ad­
vanced instruction in arithmetic, gram­

mar, geography, orthography, plus elo­
cution, United States history, Greek and
Latin.

The collegiate years -— freshman
through senior ——would require $25 in
tuition with instrumental music $20 ad­
ditional. Subjects listed were as follows:
freshman — algebra, geometry, Caesar,
Xenophon, Cicero, Herodotus, natural
philosophy, composition, declamation:
sophomore — trigonometry and survey­
ing, Virgil, Horace, Homer, Demosthen­
es, French grammar, astronomy, botany,
physiology, surveying navigation, ana­
lytical geometry, mythology: junior —
advanced languages (Greek, Latin,
French), calculus, chemistry, logic, rhet­
oric, mechanics: senior — mathematical
astronomy, Latin and Greek prose
composition, mental and moral philoso­
phy, geology, psychology: and for the
last term of the year, reviews and writ­
ten examinations on the whole course!

In February 1879,a second term open­
ed with 21 pupils and in May, competit­
ive exercises “came Off” at the court­
house with close competition for prizes
in best declamation (encyclopedia),
literature (silver napkin ring), recita­
tions (silver card receiver), music (sil­
ver butter dish) and deportment (gold
pen cases).

Marvin College finally failed financial­
ly and was turned back to the township.

LOOKING NORTH AcROss THE COURTHOUSE PARK IN 1870's

On the horizon, center, is the two story public school of district 29, erected 1867. Onfar left the Frontier House,

The First National Bank of Nortonville
Nortonville, KansasMember F.D.I.C. Leonard Bros. Transport Co. ——Topeka, Ks.

Serving Jefferson Co. 26 years — Harold & Doyle
The State Bank of Ozawkie

Ozawkie, KansasMember F.D.I.C.
Scott Motors ——~Chevrolet

Phone 5-234.1 Topeka, Kansas
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A TYPlCAL PIONEER VILLAGE

A kaleidoscopic view of a Jefferson
county village as it appeared three
quarters of a century ago.

Amid prairies unbroken by the plow,
unfenced prairies wandering past far
horizons; prairie grass so green in
springtime, multi-hued in autumn and
bronzed like an Indian’s face; prairie
fires set by vengeful Indians or careless
settlers; goodly timber hugging the flow­
ing streams and cloistering the occasion­
al springs; small crop fields; rail fences,
stone fences; plum thickets; smoke ris­
ing from farm cabin chimneys.

Edge of the Delaware reserve where
lazy, dirty tribesmen fished, hunted
deer, fetched catch or kill to town,
begged, thieved, quarreled, drank, rode
their ponies to the ‘end of the trail”.

Endless wagon trails peopled with
prairie schooners, immigrants, ox teams,
horseback riders, mail coaches, land
agents, army scouts, adventurers west­
ward bound, disillusioned Wanderers
eastward bound.

A village of a few hundred homes -­
humble homes, log houses (free timber),
frame houses (steam or water saw mills),
a brick house (local firing kiln); wide
board floors, bare floors, rag rugs (car­
pet weavers), straw under carpets;
straw ticks, feather beds, deep feather
beds; fireplaces (free firewood), tallow
candles, tallow dips, candle molds; deep
water wells, stone-walled water wells,
well sweeps, stone-walled cisterns, rain
barrels and mosquitoes.

Uncurbed streets, ill-kept streets,
dusty streets, muddy streets, deep mud,
rutted mud; board walks, flagstone
walks, brick walks, grassy paths; no
street lights.

Fenced yards, four-board fences (keep
out the hogs, the roving, rooting hogs),
six-board fences (keep out the cattle —
the roaming town herd coming from
pasture), tight-board fences (keep out
the peepers), picket fences; swinging
gates (moved into the parlor in winter
season), chicken yards, duck puddles,
hog pens, horse barns, manure piles,
flies, cow lots, berry patches.

Streetside free pasturage, tethered an­
imals, loose animals, the “pound”, own­
erless dogs, mad dog scares, lost child­
ren, searching parties.

Two or four hotels, three lawyers’
officers, conveyancer’s ofiice, doctors’
offices, surveyor’s ofiice, print shop, wag­
on shop, paint shop, blacksmith shop,
dram shop.

Frame store buildings with board
walks in front, walks wagonbox high
with hogs wallowing beneath, deep awn­
ings over the store fronts sheltering
kegs and cracker boxes, loafers, tobacco
juice, whittlings, dirty stories, deep

philosophies, “Down with secessionists!
Up with the grand old party”, whiskey,
drinks, lies, fist fights, poker games.

Stores that crammed stoves and jew­
elry, tooth picks and plows, boots and
buggy whips, dress prints and tallow
candles, coffee and queensware, Ayers
ague cure, Ayers cathartic pills, Ayers
cherry pectoral, soap and segars, pick­
les and sad irons, lamp chimneys and
milady’s bonnets.

C. B. McCLELLAN,
were wagonbox height for convenience.
roaming hogs! — Courtesy Addie Gilbert

seated in front of store, south side square, Oskaloosa. Walks
Beneath, them, it was convenient for the

‘x

THESE BUILDINGS STOOD AT WHAT IS NOW (1955) THE SINCLAIR CORNER,
facing west, in Oskaloosa. Back of them may be seen the first office of the Oskaloosa
Independent. ——PhotoCourtesy H. L. Johnson

Bell's — Your music supplier for 70 years
925 Mass., Phone Viking 3-2644, Lawrence, Kansas
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2500 McGee Trafficway Kansas City 8, Mo.

Owens Flower Shop
Lawrence, Kansas 925 Mass.

Odell’s Instrumental Service
Lawrence, Kansas
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Notional Centennial 1876

Report from Philadelphia to The In­
dependent, Sept. 30, 1876:

It does a Kansas man proud to stand
and hear the remarks of visitors as they
enter the exhibition hall. An Eastern
lady declared the Kansas exhibit is
arranged with the best taste and skill
of any exhibit on the grounds. There is
the immense Liberty Bell made of Kan­
sas grasses etc., which hangs from the
center of the hall. Just beneath this is
the large representation of the capitol
dome built entirely of Kansas apples,
with tall jars of grain and seed for the
pillars.

The show of fruit from other states in
the pomological hall pales into insig­
nificance beside the well displayed col­
lection from Kansas, which is one of
the finest here.

Lambert Lumber Co.

The Friendly Building Stores
Yards at Oskaloosa and Winchester in Jefferson county4

The cornstalks, placed against a pillar
of the roof, one lot above another,
reaching to the ceiling, proved a bad
“sell” on two honest old farmers. One
of them gasped with astonishment and
ejaculated, “For Gods sake, John, look
at that corn, why! it’s 35 feet tall.
Heavens, what a country Kansas must
be!” One lady thought the Kansas
apples must be made of wax, because
they were so large, so perfect, and so
shiny; she wanted to bite one to learn
if it was natural.

Samples of remarks
this reporter:

overheard by

“I don’t believe that is a carrot; who­
ever heard of a carrot five feet long!”
“Here's some of that corn they gather
in Kansas from horseback or from lad­
ders.” “Just think of it! Only a few
years ago that State was a wilderness.
Why do those people send to the East
for aid? I never saw such products.”

February 4 of 1876 was the date of
the grand “Centennial Reception,” the
“biggest social affair ever held in the
place,” the court room being filled com­
pletely, the proceeds $160. Music was
furnished by the band and a choir
directed by Mr. D. M. Smith. Supper
tables occupied the entire length of the
hall below and were served from the
olfices at either side. Costumes were
elegant, gorgeous, etc. Some of the
charactersrepresented were: Geo.
Washington by Dr. G. W. Hogeboom,
Mrs. Washington by Mrs. W. A. Coy,
Alexander Hamilton by Henry Taylor,
Mrs. Hamilton by Mrs. Leavell, Thomas
Jefferson by S. S. Cooper, John Adams
by Henry Keeler, Mrs. Adams by Mrs.
C. B. McClellan, Morris by B. P. Stan­
ley, Mrs. Morris by Mrs. J. B. Johnson,
Hancock by J. B. Johnson, Franklin by
Amos McLouth, Livingston by C. B. Mc­
Clellan, Mrs. Livingston by Mrs. Keeler,
General Greene by F. H. Roberts, Gen.

W

The Tholen Bros. Supply Co.
Plumbing - Heating - Electrical Supplies

304-312 Shawnee St., Leavenworth, Kansas



Knox by Marshall Gephart, Mrs. Win­
throp by lMrs. Morse, Mrs. Bingham by
Mrs. Critchfield. Under supervision of
C. B. McClellan the stage was elegantly
decorated. Tableaux were “Drafting the
Declaration,” “Washington’s Cabinet,”
“Trial of Major Andre” and others.

At the “Yankee kitchen” mush and
milk, pumpkin pies, etc., were sold.

NATURE'S STERNER MOODS

Jefferson county shares with the rest
of Kansas the most salubrious climate in
America — enough sunshine and warm­
th and rainfall to assure a great variety
of agricultural crops, enough freezing
to reduce overgrowth of weeds and in­
sects, enough temperate spring and fall
far enjoyment.

But Nature sometimes swats us with
varied freaks and accidents to keep us
alert. The greatest danger in this county
is drouths, which have been an aifiicition
1 year or more out of every decade. The
clrouth of 1860 sent many many pioneers
-Jack to eastern states; drouths of the
thirties, which lasted for several years,
out some of our farmers out of business:
‘lrouths of the early fifties dangerously
lowered water tables and are still bring­
ing distress to some parts of this county.
Yet we smile at the drouths and try
again next year.

The opposite extreme is represented
ll'l major floods. Greatest flood ever on
the Kaw was doubtless that of 1844—be­
for the years of white settlement. Floods
on the Kaw and Delaware in 1903; on
the Delaware in 1908 and on the Kaw
and Delaware in 1951 were the most
destructive. The Delaware has been
flooded many other times.

Tornadoes have been recorded in
newspapers of the county almost every
year from earliest days, with consider­
able destruction of farm property,
though not one town of the county has
been squarely in their paths. The most
destructive of tornadoes to strike this
county was near Williamstown on June

23, 1893, beginning a mile east of Perry
running east about 5 miles, barely
missing Williamstown, passing through
the cemetery of that place, about a mile
north. Ten persons were killed and
seven badly injured. Thirty farm homes
destroyed, fields swept clean of crops
and trees. The dead were all buried in
the little graveyard at Williamstown, In
a tornado of 1912,this dramatic circum­
stance was observed: a rural church at
Plum Grove was removed, both roof and
walls. There remained a portion of floor­
ing with the large Bible on the pulpit.
The tornado of May 1, 1930, was observ­
ed forming in late afternoon a few miles
north and west of Oskaloosa, and its
course was under observation as it
crossed the north-south highway, at that
time No. 73W, and ranged northeast­
ward, causing much destruction south of
Winchester. There was no loss of human
life but property damage was extensive.
This tornado was memorialized by John
Steuart Curry in one of his most famous
canvases.

Grasshoppers have afi‘licted this coun­
ty several times, the best-advertised in­
vasion being that of 1874. Here is a con­
densation of the Oskaloosa Independ­
ent’s description: (Aug. 15, 1874): “THE
HOPPERS. They come, they come! They
hop, they hop! They eat, they eat!

They came in crowds, in swarms, in

TORNADO OF MAY 1, 1930

Crossing the Highway five miles north
of Oskaloosa. John Steuart Curry took
his facts for his “Tornado” from this
same storm, which passed near his boy­
hood home. - courtesy A. E. Dennis.

squads. They came flying and walking
and hopping and crawling. Some came
alone, others brought all their relations.
including their mothers-in-law and
wife’s sisters. All came HUNGRY!

What do they leave? Nothing, nothing
at all. The main army passed at noon.
They were so numerous as to cause a
rushing and a roaring like a mighty
wind. In some places, they formed
clouds resembling volumes of smoke,
thick as swarming bees and as far-reach­
ing as the eye’s extent, darkening the
sky. One Oskaloosa gentleman later tell­
ing about them said, there were ‘bushels
of ’em in the fence corners’.

The hoppers came into the houses,
looked into the cupboards, got a square
meal wherever they could find one. One
lady drove the hoppers from her prem­
ises, only to have her neighbor drive
them back. One man made a V-shaped
corral, drove the hoppers into a hole,
and when it was nearly full, covered the
insects with dirt. “

The hoppers occasionally held up the
narrow gauge train. When the engine­
er’s supply of sand was exhausted, the
passengers had to get out and help brush
the hoppers from the rails. A farmer of­
fered 10c per quart for a thousand
quarts, to use hoppers for fattening
hogs!

Some crops were harvested in places
that fall but not many, and the project­
ed county fair was abandoned.

Compliments of the Jefferson County Medical Society
C. J. Bliss
John GriffinL

Robert R. Snook
F. W. Huston

Delos M .Stevens

Willard A. Madison
James C. Pike
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PROSPECTING FORECOAL

Items gleaned from early Jefferson
county newspapers indicate that the be­
lief was common that our county’s
surface was well underlaid with coal. It
was not until after railroads came that
serious mining undertakings were made.
There was need of fuel for locomotives.

At Meriden in 1889 there was a dis­
covery of coal, which is thus told in The
Independent of January 26 that year:

“Some months ago, A. Crone had a
hole bored on the west side of his farm,
(which lies 31/2miles northwest of Meri­
den) and while a strata of coal was
found at a short distance from the sur­
face, water came in so rapidly that an­
other spot, a few rods east and at a low­
er point, was chosen in which to pros­
pect. Here water submerged them at a
depth of 13 feet. Going still further east,
and about a quarter of a mile from the
first point named, they again prospected,
and this time struck nineteen inches of
clear coal, just 48 feet from the top of
the ground to top of coal. Immediately
above the strata lies six inches of white
slate; above that three feet of blue lime­
stone, and above that nine feet of other
stone. It took months of hard work to
open a shaft 6 x 12 through this 12 feet
of rock, but Mr. Crone now has the shaft
properly curbed and rigged with a
double set of cages, hoisting apparatus,
wire cable, dump cars, etc., having ex­
pended $1,500thus far on the works.

The people of Meriden were much ex­
cited over the discovery, well they
might be, if the coal proved to underlay
the town and near vicinity. One com­
pany was formed and others talked of.

The company is styled the Meriden
Coal and Mining, Co., and consists of W.
E. Rice, pres.; E. A. Wagner, sec’y; A.
Mosier, Thos. A. Brunk, J. C. and J. W.
Gerber. A charter will be taken out, we
were informed, and the capital stock. As
soon as enough leases of land contiguous
to the railroads are secured, a diamond
drill will be set at work and the secrets
of the earth revealed.”

In the Independent issue of September
14, 1889 the following: “The Meriden
Coal Co. is raising 600 bushels daily, and
finding a ready sale.”

At Valley Falls, prospecting was be­
ing done. The Independent of February
9, 1889 tells the following of this opera­

tion. “Through the courtesy of Mr. Mel.
Legler of the township board, we were
shown the workings of the diamond
drill at the coal-hole, which at the time
of our visit was down to a depth of 735
feet and working in soap-stone. The
core is an inch and five-sixteenths in
diameter. An Atchison firm is doing the
drilling, and is under contract to go
2,000 feet or stop at any time — at the
option of the township board. .. At some­
thing over 400 feet from the surface a
flow of salt water was struck, and the
stream has been flowing ever since —
an artesian flow. If a twelve foot section
of pipe is put on, the water forces itself
to the top. One gallon of water makes
a pound of salt. A record of the form­
ations passed through by the drill is be­
ing kept and compared with that of the
Leavenworth mines and though no de­
finite conclusion can yet be arrived at,
it is hoped, in the light of the discover­
ies at Tonganoxie, that the black dia­
monds may be struck in less than 1,000
feet.” Saturday, March 16, l889—-“It
was reported that the prospectors at
Valley Falls had struck a three-foot vein
of coal, at a depth of 810 feet. A sample
has been forwarded to the state geolog­
ist and it will soon be known whether or
not our neighbors have “struck it rich”
or not. If they strike coal there it will
save the expenses of a prospect hole at
Oskaloosa.

A bill was presented to and passed by
the Legislature early in the year 1889
allowing townships to vote bonds for
the prospecting of coal. It was under
this act that the Valley Falls test was
being conducted.

CANNING FACTORY - SHORT LIVED

Canning factories for tomatoes, other
products, were promotion schemes of
the late ’80’s and early ’90’s. This par­
ticular canning factory was located in
Oskaloosa. Built by public subscription
of funds and land. Donated to the build­
er and operator.

Ind. Pub. Co.

PETTICOAT GOVERNMENT

The election of a woman mayor and
five councilwomen by the city of Oska­
loosa in April of 1888 was news both in
the United States and in foreign coun­
tries. Eastern newspapers made consid­
erable note of it. It was also written up
in British and continental newspapers.
Congratulatory messages came from
far away New Zealand.

Local citizens who were more or less
ashamed of the shortcomings of previ­
ous administrations thought up the idea
of a woman-governing body. Election
result: 3 to 1 for the ladies. They were
Mrs. Mary D. Lowman, mayor, 49;
councilwomen: Mrs. Hannah Morse, 45;
Mrs. Emma Hamilton, 39; Mrs. Sadie
Balsley, 36; Mrs. Mittie Golden, 31; Mrs.
Carrie Johnson, 23.

State and national press had- to have
their fun: “First business was to snow
under a motion to limit debate to five
minutes on any motion.” “An Oska­
loosa man is offering a premium for six
live mice.”

Here are some of the reforms accom­
plished by the women governing body:
A Sunday closing act. A curfew law.
Anti-expectorating on sidewalk. New
sidewalks ordered to be installed.
(Town’s richest citizen demurred, so the
council ordered his walk laid and
charged his taxes. The women withstood
two lawsuits successfully.) The council
purchased a street grader. Streets were
widened, straightened, cleaned. Gasoline
street lights replaced old coal oil lamps.
A pound was built to keep up stray live­
stock. Moral suasion and shame was
used to accomplish better keeping up of
cows, pigs, and chickens. Prohibition
law was enforced for first time since its
passage in 1880.

All but two of the group stood for re­
election and easily won out. A local
Farmers Alliance worked up this tune
in compliment of the Oskaloosa council:

“We have a lady council
mayor, too——

We are pleased with our officials and we
trust ’tis so with you.

We think they all are handsome and
know they are true blue i

As they go marching on!”

and a lady



A

T
r

A

The nineties were not always gay nor
was gaiety of former generations limit­
ed by any means to that decade. But
under this heading it seems appropriate
to list a number of the diversions of
Jefferson county people before the ad­
vent of the automobile and the scores of
mechanical gadgets which have trans­
formed society in the past fifty years.

Tournaments for croquet, tennis, kite
flying, horseshoe pitching, marbles, top
spinning, baseball.

Ice skating on river or creek, sleigh
rides, “cutters” and bob sleds.

Spelling bees, singing schools, party
dances.

Railway excursions — to Osawkie or
Thompsonville, the Soldiers Home at
Leavenworth or the State Capitol at T0­
peka.

Camp meetings, chautauquas: Gar­
field Park, Bismark Grove, Ottawa.

Livery rigs, stylish rigs, lively teams,
narrow—seatedbuggies (lower prices for
youth), teams for the road on business
trips, the barouche, carriages with the
fringe on top, spring wagons for the
family-to-church.

The circus, the medicine show, the
peddler, the umberella man, the scissors
grinder, the tramp.

The bicycle craze: big-wheeler bicy­
cles, “safeties”, bicycles built for two,
drop-frames. Divided skirts and bloom­
ers for women cyclists and snug-fitting
jackets with leg of mutton sleeves.

The Glorious Fourths: anvils, cannon
crackers, colorful and long parades,
soul satisfying speeches
sioned oratory, spectacular fireworks.

Lecture courses, music recitals and
amateur theatricals in the Opera House.

The crowd at the depot to watch the
train come in.

with impas- ,

“Gay N1'nez‘1'es”

BELLES OF THE GAY NINETIES

!:

EXCURSION BOAT ON DELAWARE NEAR VALLEY FALLS

THE FIRST ALL-PETTICOAT MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT IN AMERICA —
Left to right: Carrie Johnson, Hannah Morse, Sadie Balsley,. Mary Lowman, mayor;Mittie Golden, Emma Hamilton. — H.L.J.



Elaborate festivities at Christmas and
Easter. It was in this decade that the
Christian Endeavor and the Epworth
League provided an organizational out­
let for youth which was most productive
in the fields of religion and recreation.

The old street lamp lighter, the one­
horse grocery delivery wagon, the
neighborly milk man.

At the grocery: breakfast food from
the oats barrel, sugar from the barrel,
crackers by the pound from a big box.
Also gingersnaps, bird seed, bologna,
candles and coal oil, pickles from the
barrel, lamp chimneys and sticky fly
paper.

At the market: sawdust on the floor,
quarters of beef hanging from the hook,
liver free, sidemeat, country butter,
river or creek ice in the cooler.

’’Tale of a Top Buggy”

Here is the tale of a swain and his
fair lady and a borrowed buggy.

Not many youths could own a buggy;
usually they rented a buggy and spank­
ing livery team from Bill Nincehelser
(at Oskaloosa).

It is told that one youth ventured to
ask Oskaloosa’s richest banker for the
loan of his top buggy. Said Critchfield:
“It’s in the barn, go and get it, hitch up
and take your gal a ride.”

At the barn, the youth was puzzled.
The buggy top was higher than the

SURREY WITH THE FRINGE IN TOP

In the Nineties — Ind. Pub. Co

Dens-Oil Lubricant Co.
Kansas City, Mo.1207 Grand Ave.

Allen Press
1041 N H.,4

opening of the shed. He didn’t know how
to let that top down. So he removed the
wheels, one at a time of course, drew
the buggy outside on its chassis, replac­
ed the wheels, went on his ride.

He lost his gal, (who was Miss Chand­
ler). She later married Wm. Blevins, a

j
pioneer citizen of Oskaloosa
since the Osawkee land sales.

One of the Blevins’ daughters is Mrs.
Elizabeth Slade, who was thirty years
a school teacher in Oskaloosa schools,
one of the brightest women of any gen­
eration, who now resides in Atchison.

vicinity

TYPICAL LIVERY SERVICE OF THE NINETIES
Photo owned by Nincehelser Sisters, Oskaloosa.

Historical Book Presswork
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PATRIOTIC PARADE 1896 —-McKinley Campaign
Upper right, stone jail in court house

Note Hitching Racks. ——Nincehelser’s
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park. Extreme left, public curbed well.
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“New Century - New Modes”
6—

When did the 20th century begin?
January 1, 1900? January 1, 1901? It is
astonishing now how much discussion
that simple question produced at the
time.

So far as Jefferson countians then
alive were concerned, the new century
began with the coming of telephones,
electric lights, manufactured ice and the
automobile, all of which arrived in this
rural community about the same time.
Soon came moving pictures in village
theatres. Rural free mail delivery was
a boon to farm living. Radio and sur­
faced roads arrived here with the 20’s.
Airplanes in the 40’s and television in
the 50’s, now air-conditioning ——what’s
ahead for the 60’s is for our bright
youth to think up and bring about by the
same qualities of intelligence and appli­
cation that have made this generation
one of remarkable achievement.

The high school as a popular institu­
tion began to reach Jefferson just about
the turn of the century. Its first curric­
ula were college preparatory. Organized
athletics began in high schools of this
county near the close of the first decade;
at that time, too, there was normal train­
ing for prospective teachers, and accom­
panying certificate laws; in second dec­
ade came manual training; third decade
brought vocational agriculture and home
economics. During the period of World
War I, the legislature provided for Rural
High Schools. First one in Jeiferson was
at Meriden, district 93 JT, joint with
Shawnee and Jackson counties, in 1918.
There are nine now in the county.

After World War II, came a law pro­
viding consolidation of rural with town
elementary schools. Rising costs of op­
eration of smaller units was hastening
this movement; in 1951 a mandatory
feature was added to the law; state aid
was legislated under such rules as would
gradually eliminate the one-teacher
schools. Thus, in this county where 81
rural districts were operating, there
were, the past year, only 24.

State aid for high schools was auth­
orized by the 1955 legislature.

THE LATER WARS

SPANISH-AMEIRICAN WAR

The war of 1898 drew from this coun­
ty volunteers for Frederick Funston’s
famous fighting 20th Kansas Infantry;
for the 21st, 22d, 23d Kansas Volunteer
regiments, several U. S. units, and for
the Philippine constabulary. Jefferson
county Negro troops of the 23d served
under Col. Teddy Roosevelt.

BORDER & WORLD WAR I

There was organized in this county,
April, 1916 an independent military
company with headquarters at Oska­
loosa — an armory on the North side of
the Square, a rifle range, forty tents,
wool dress uniforms, fatigue equipment.
It became Company B, 2nd Kansas Vol.
Inf., and was called into service on the
Mexican border, going by way of Ft.
Riley, 21st of June.

In summer of 1917 Co. B became part
of the 3rd Kansas Infantry: in Septem­
ber with numerous changes of personnel
from the preceding year it set out for
Camp Doniphan, Okla., enroute ultim­
ately to France, where it took part in
many of the heavy engagements against
the Germans.

The day that Company B left Oska­
loosa was a great day in the memory of
many persons yet alive in 1955. Soon
after noon that day thousands of people
from over the county assembled to see
the boys off. The procession to the L. &
T. depot was headed by Valley Falls and
Winchester bands and by a color guard
of Civil War veterans.

The centennial celebration this Aug­
ust, 1955, is graced by the presence of a
considerable number of veterans of old
“Company B” who are here enjoying
their first reunion, 36 years after their
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discharge from the army. Special recog­
nition is being accorded them both at
the courthouse park and from the pag­
eant stage.

WORLD WAR II AND KOREA

World War II and the Korean conflict
of 1950, with its drafting machinery set
up in 1942 and continued even until
now, after cessation of that war, has
taken hundreds of Jefferson county boys
into one or another of the branches of
military service of the nation until it has
become a part of the normal expectation
of young manhood. At same time there
is a growing hope, world-wide, that the
scourge of war has indeed been check­
mated by the invention of atomic in­
struments too dreadful for civilized use.

SEARCH FOR OIL AND GAS

Geology of Jefferson county had
pointed to the possibility of oil or gas
beneath its surface, long before any
serious efforts and expenditure of capit­
al were made to find the liquid gold.

One of the earliest tests to attract
wide notice was a test on W. T. Ed­
monds farm, W1/2, NW 24-9-19E, which
went to the “Mississippi lime”, in 1921

SPUDDING IN — OIL TEST IN 1921

W. T. Edmonds farm near Winchester
J. W. Byrn

Crushed Stone Products

J. C. Haigwood
J

Tonganoxie, Kansas
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Eighteen years later, leading oil
geologists of the University of Kansas
found an anticline a few miles north of
McLouth, suggested a good place to
make a test to D. W. McLaughlin of
Iowa, who secured title in fee simple to
an acreage in order to drill just where
he wanted. November 1, 1939, he
brought in the first gas-producing well
in the McLouth field.

This discovery led to thorough explor­
ation of the area, with a total of about
220 wells, some oil, some gas. Produc­
tion proved disappointing, however. In
December, 1944, the Cities Service Gas
Company began taking leases looking to
the establishment of an underground
storage field, which it badly needed in
this area, proximate to Kansas City.
After delays incident to war time, this
storage field was completed at a cost of
three and a half million dollars.

Considerable capital has been expend­
ed in tests of other localities of Jeffer­
son county without success.

DISCOVERY GAS WELL

McLaughlin No. 1, McLouth, November
1939.

Ind. Pub. Co.
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Story of Agriculture
“The plow has come unheralded; no

trumpets sound the charge; no bands
with inspiring music cheer the plow­
man on his weary but hopeful march;
no banners wave aloft to mark the lines
of battle; but the battle is on; the plow,
though silently, is surely moving to vic­
tory, with a wilderness to conquer.” —­
Wm. D. Street, a Kansas pioneer of the
1860’s.

Kansas began with agriculture, Jef­
ferson county has stayed with it as its
prime and almost sole industry. Nature
was very beneficent to the early farmer
of this region. With moderate labor our
soil produced corn, wheat, oats, rye and
other grains; bluegrass, clover, alfalfa
and other varieties of hay. For half a
century or more, there flourished large
orchards of apples, pears, peaches and
small fruits.

Some 15 to 20% of its area was well

timbered. Timber was an essential in
the development of a civilization; the
man with the best timber on his home­
stead was the man of wealth. Saw mills
did a flourishing business. While first
construction was of logs, sawed timber
was very soon available for homes and
business places. Farm fences were of
split rails or of the native stone.

Corn-into-hogs was the staple pro­
cedure for years on Jefferson county
farms, where today it is grass-into-cat­
tle or into milk. In the middle twenties,
when it was becoming yearly more evi­
dent that fertility was slipping, the Ag­
ricultural Extension service began to
take systematic concern with the farm­
er’s problems. Came then the county ag­
ricultural agent, whose services were
mediated largely through the organized
Farm Bureau. Some of the services
rendered: soil tests, application of lime,

VICTORY OF THE PLOW

Agriculture started with oxen and “sod-busters.” Above: A typical rail fence,
.2good fence of native stone. — Inde. Pub. Co.

Ed F. Mangelsdorf & Bro., Inc.
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increased use of legumes, eradication of
TB in cattle. The county appropriation
in 1925 was $1800. Next year the first
terracing-drainage project was laid out.
Then wide testing of seed corn, a lime­
legume project, and cow testing.

By 1930, tractor farming was getting
into stride and 100 acres were terraced.
Poultry work was outstanding in a year
of drouth. County appropriation was
$3,265. AAA programs, corn-hog allot­
ments and others came in 1934.The year
1935 brought trench silos; 1936, worst
crop failure in county history. This was
in the midst of a nation-wide economic
depression which ruined tens of thous­
ands of farmers. Hundreds of Jefferson
county farm mortgages were foreclosed.

Due to aging of trees, the winter
freeze of 1941, increase of diseases and
uncertain markets, fruit-growing in this
county was by 1950nearly a thing of the
past.

Post-war years have seen these de­
velopments: Grade A dairying, pure­
bred livestock association, artificial
breeding of dairy stock, laboratory soil
testing. In 1951 the Extension service
was divorced from the Farm Bureau and
made more easily available to all farm­
ers. It now has 1750 cooperators on a
regular mailing list.

SOIL CONSERVATION

Jefferson county was organized as a
soil conservation district in 1947 and
with the assistance of federal Extension,
a full-time engineering and advisory
staff employed.

In eight years of operation, this de­
partment has elaborated 572 farm plans
providing for the improvement of 114,­
621 acres. 96 miles of terrace have been
constructed as a part of the execution of
these plans, 162 farm ponds built, 4000
acres of pasture improved by seeding.
Contour farming and approved rotations
have been applied to 40,000 acres. Many
other items of approved practices have
been installed. Conservation practices
are slowly but surely improving both
the appearance and the productivity of
Jefierson county farms.

FEDERAL AGENCIES

Most of the

agencies are buttressed by federal funds.
In addition, the federal Government has
agencies under its immediate direction
for the regulation of crops and market­
ing and for personal assistance of farm
people requiring one form or another of
assistance.

The total impact of these agencies—
educational, advisory and regulatory -—
has in this rural county of Jefferson ac­
complished a very great deal in putting
our agricultural practices on a sound
twentieth century basis.

HOME DEMONSTRATION

Begun in 1928as a feature of the Farm
Bureau, women’s work developed but
slowly during the decade of drouth and
depression, then suffered a further set­
back during the war. In 1946, under
stimulus of an Agent, the units increas­
ed to ten, the membership to 200, and
the program was broadened. Under a
full-time Agent the units increased to
25 with 400 members.

In 1952, the Jefferson county Agri­
cultural Extension Council was formed
by law to be the sponsoring agency. The
coming of rural electrification and a
series of good crop years has been a
wonderful stimulus to organized under­
takings of farm women.

Leader instruction has been pursued
in these units, among others, clothing
making, health and sanitation, home
management, foods and nutrition, home
furnishing, communicable diseases, ac­
cidents of the home, school lunch.

During the war years of l941—’42,the
clubs made cotton mattresses — 476 of

them, using 12,000 pounds of cotton,
2,400 yards of ticking. Public meetings
were educative in matters of proper nu­
trition on the home front.

Post-war subjects have included land­
scaping, mental health; undertakings in
collaboration with Red Cross, TB Ass’n,
and Cancer Ass’n have been helpful, also
projects to improve schools community
buildings, etc.

4-H MOVEMENT

4-H work was begun in Jefferson
county in 1924 with one calf club and
one poultry club. By 1927, there were
eight clubs with 117 members, each with
an adult volunteer leader. By 1941,there
were 16 clubs, 240 members and a coun­
ty council was organized. In 1944 was
held the first all 4-H county fair. In
1954, a 4-H Agent was added to the Ex­
tension full-time staff. In 1955 there are
23 clubs, 455 members.

In 1950, by vote at a general election,
the county commissioners were author­
ized to make a levy for construction of
county 4-H fair buildings. These were
erected near Valley Falls. They afford
buildings for display of agricultural
products, home making products, arts
and crafts, and sheds for showing of
livestock and poultry. Blue-ribbon ex­
hibits at the annual county fair are car­
ried to the state fairs and to the St. Jo­
seph interstate fair.

Jefferson has become one of the out­
standing counties of the state in quality
of work accomplished and monetary
value of products marketed. Our 4-H
members have received recognition be­

Agricultural Extension
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yond the county in terms of scholar­
ships, rail trips and cash prizes.

The 4-H movement has re-created for
the rising generation a lively interest in
rural living and in scientific farming as
a means of livelihood. Moreover, the 4-H
movement provides for our rural youth
a type of education which conserves
those elements of character upon which
the Kansas brand of Americanism was
built.

RURAL ELECTRIFCATION

Rural electrification has doubtless
done more to revolutionize farm living
in Jefferson county than any other im­
provement of modern times. An organ­
ization meeting of farmers held in Aug­
ust of 1940 launched the Leavenworth­
Jefferson Electric Cooperative. The first
loan requested from federal funds was
designed to build 261 miles of electric
distribution lines. The war of 1941—’45
delayed construction, but by the end of
1946, the Co-op had furnished power to
2329 consumers and average patron con­
sumption had increased from 20 kwh
per month to 251 kwh. During this same
period, private power companies have
also enjoyed a marked increase of rural
patronage along their service lines.

The farm people have responded to
this challenge in a big way, thoroughly
modernizing their homes and multiply­
ing their use of convenient appliances.

About 90% of Jefferson county farms
are now electrified.

BOY SCOUTS

Jefferson county scouting units are
located at Nortonville, Valley Falls,
Oskaloosa, and Perry, with Cub Packs at
Oskaloosa and Valley Falls. A total of
113 boys are officially registered in
these six units, along with 49 adult reg­
istered leaders. Organization work is
under way on new units for Winchester,
Ozawkie and Meriden.

Camp Jayhawk, near Ozawkie, serves
the boys of ten and one-half counties
for a summer camping experience.
These counties of the Council are —
Nemaha, Marshall, Pottawatomie. Jack­
son, Jefferson, Shawnee, Wabaunsee,

Osage, Lyon, Coffey and the northern
portion of Greenwood.

The 207 acres of land for the Camp
was purchased in 1945 and the first
Scouts camped in the new facility that
summer. A 23-acre lake was developed
and has become the popular spot on the
reservation for swimming, canoeing,
boating, water saftey work and excel­
lent fishing. During the winter of 1954­

-’55, a new and completely modern din­
ing lodge was constructed and future
plans call for the building of a new
Health Lodge, three program area shel­
ters and additional camping sites to ac­
comodate the large number of boys and
leaders using the Camp. The summer of
1953 saw 631 Scouts and leaders in
Camp. This number increased to 751 in
1954 and this summer, 1955, over 1100
Scouts and their leaders will use the
Camp. Over 1600 Cub Scouts and their
Dads will use the Camp for the popular
Cub—Dad-Lad Week-end.

Week-end camps are conducted on a
year-round basis at Camp Jayhawk.
Scouts and their leaders enjoy programs
of Handicraft, Indian Lore, Nature
Study, Water activities, Archery, Con­
servation practices, a Rifle Range, Hik­
ing and just plain good old American
fellowship on a camp site dedicated to
friendship and brotherhood under the
banner of the Scout Oath and Scout
Law.

CAMP JAYHAWK — LAKE

Scouting camp near Ozawkie, Kansas

Townships
4}

OZAWKIE TOWNSHIP
Oldest settled township in the county,

made where the old military road cross­
ed the Grasshopper river. Original coun­
ty seat (territorial). Settled mainly by
pro-slavery men, who laid out the town
of Osawkee on the east side of the riv­
er. Free-state men laid out Pleasant
Hill on the west side of the river, which
never boasted more than 4 buildings.
Ozawkie -—Prior to the land sales Os­
awkee boasted of a large hotel, several
stores and other buildings. In early ’80’s
it had a large flour and grist mill, a ho­
tel, a livery stable, blacksmith and
wagon shop, and schoolhouse. — First
church was by the Brethren, in 1862.

DELAWARE TOWNSHIP
One of the three original townships

formed by the county court in January
1856 and originally named Grasshopper
Township. The First White settler was
Henry Zen. Grasshopper (Valley)
Falls was the first permanent settle­
ment. James Frazier, Robert Riddle, H.
B. Jolley and A. J. Whitney, first set­
tlers arriving in December 1854 staked
out their claims on Christmas day and
formed a town company. Within two
months two cabins were erected near the
later Piazzek mill. In March ’55, arriv­
ed Stephen H. Dunn, blacksmith, and
his family. His wife, tho the second
white woman in the town, was the first
to remain. In 1855, a saw and grist mill
began operations. In the spring ’55, the
town of Grasshopper Falls was laid out,
first building was a frame structure of
lumber hauled from Weston, Mo., erect­
ed in the middle of a street intersection.
In spring of ’56, Wm. & R. H. Crosby
built a frame store. This was burned by
the “Regulators” on Sept. 8, rebuilt in
the spring of ’57. There was contention
between squatters of Grasshopper Falls
and those of Jefferson City, a town laid
out a short distance west, these differ­
ences were settled largely at the land
sales in Osawkee, July '57. The original
name, Grasshopper Falls was changed
by an act of legislature to Sautrelle
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Falls, but the citizens failed to recognize
the new name and continued to call it
by the original until another act of leg­
islature in 1875 changed it to Valley
Falls. A two-story stone schoolhouse
was erected in 1366,on a block of ground
originally intended to be the courthouse
site. The first church was erected by the
Lutherans in 1857.

OSKALOOSA TOWNSHIP

Was a part of Slough Creek Township,
another of the original 3 organized by
the county court in 1856. First settler
was Dr. James Noble, early in 1855.
Among the earliest settlers who remain­
ed with some degree of permanence
were James and Thos. H. Noble, Terry
Trapp, N. B. and J. H. C. Hopewell, J.
H. Rickman, E. and J. Faubion, H. O.
Finch, John Jeifries, Wm. Meredith,
Geo. and -Conrad Schuster.

A pro-slavery town was platted in
1855, called Jacksonville. The project
failed to “take”. A subscription school,
however, was operated in the winter of
1855-’56,taught by A. J. Greene. In 1859,
the township could boast of more than

JOHN WESLEY ROBERTS

Founder of the Oskaloosa Independent
“Six months older than the State of
Kansas”, this newspaper has remained
longest in the same family; in 1955own­
ed by grandson of the founder.

Ind. Pub. Co.

200 voters. During the summer of 1855,
Jesse Newell and Joseph Fitzsimmons
came to Kansas seeking new homes. The
neighborhood of Dr. Jas. Noble’s cabin
appealed to them. They returned to
Iowa, disposed of their holdings there
and returned to Kansas in July 1856,
settling on the present townsite of Os­
kaloosa and thereon platted a town.
They named it after their home town in
Iowa, Oskaloosa. By the end of 1858 the
population numbered several hundred.
But this population was mainly tempor­
ary, many moved their buildings to
nearby farms. In October ’58,the county
seat was located at Oskaloosa. Isaac
Fairholm and family came from Ohio,
in 1859. He built a frame building on
Jefierson street for a wagon-making
shop. In the summer of 1860,came John
Wesley Roberts, with printing equip­
ment shipped from Cincinnati down the
Ohio and up the Mississippi and Miss­
ouri rivers to Leavenworth, thence to
Oskaloosa by wagon. Fairholm leased
his wagon shop to Roberts, his son-in­
law, for a printshop. There on July 11,

1860,came from the Franklin hand-press
the first issue of The Oskaloosa Inde­
pendent. Residents awaited the paper
with great eagerness. The Independent
has been operated ever since by the
Roberts family. Public school district
No. 29 was formed in 1859, by J . H. Ben­

COOKING BEANS IN THE PARK

This was long a custom of GAR
celebrations. — A.G.S.

CONDENSERY — VALLEY FALLS LARGEST INDUSTRIAL ESTABLISHMENT
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nett, County Supt; a school building
was erected in 1860 with three depart­
ments. It was located east side of the
Square. The Methodist Episcopal soci­
ety, in existence from the year 1857,and
incorporated in 1859, erected a small
church building in 1860, dedicated it
October 25.

KENTUCKY TOWNSHIP

Originally composed of all the south
half of the county, was formed in May
1856. First settler was John Scaggs, in
1854, a slave-owner. First Voting place

j
was at Rising Sun in 1856. Early set­
tlements were on the Kaw half-breed
lands. Col. Montgomery, Indian agent,
ordered the settlers to leave and burned
several homes. Montgomery was dis­
posed of and the settlers returned to
build anew. Taxes they paid prior to
1862 were refunded. Settlers on the
lands of the Delawares were refunded
taxes paid prior to 1868.The first church
in the township was organized in 1857at
Rising Sun by the Methodist Episcopal
South. Rising Sun was the first town
to be laid out. Platted in 1857, on the
north bank of the Kaw opposite Le­

compton, by Joseph Haddox, later as.
sociated with Jerome Kunkle, Louis
Lutt, J. Menzer. Lutt and Menzer op­
erated the first store. Kunkle operated
the ferry. Village was trading center un­
til the coming of Kansas Pacific railroad.
Perry was platted by the railroad com­
pany in 1865, and became the principal
community of the Kaw Valley in Jef­
erson county. It was called Perryville
by the first settlers, in honor of John D.
Perry, president of the railroad. Before
the town was platted G. B. -Carson and
Bro. had opened a store. Jos. Terrell
was the first to build a residence and be­

1. X '8', I ~«-9*‘V’
COUNTY’S MOST WIDELY KNOWN INSTITUTION — “HAMMTOWN”. (Above, On the Road, ._ Below, In Camp)

. Originated in 1941by N. R.‘Hamm, of Perry, by the assemblage of ten combines, together with sleeper, diner, smoker,
kitchen and store, this mobile industrial city (population 27) has made the wheat harvest belt, Texas to North Dakota, for
fifteen consecutive years. A constituency has been built through service that demands Hammtown’s yearly return, be the
harvest lush or thin. For ten years Hammtown has been in charge, on the road and in the field, of Mason Brunton.

N. R. Hamm Contractor, Inc.
Perry, Kansas
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came the first postmaster. Perry hotel
was erected in 1866. First school was a
subscription school taught by Mr. and
Mrs. G. D. King in a two story school­
house erected by a joint stock company
assisted by Freemasons, in 1867.The first
church in Perry was by the Presbyter­
ian society in 1869. Centerville about
mid-way between Perry and Medina,
was laid out in 1865. John Collins built
a large two-story business house, the
only one ever erected there, it was later
moved to Perry. Medina, two miles west
of Perry on the west side of the Dela­
ware river, was platted by Lutt, Kunkle
and Menzer in 1865. Most of the build­
ings from Rising Sun were moved to
this new site. A newspaper, The New
Era, was established in 1867 by Rev. S.
Weaver, who moved it to Valley Falls
in 1871. Thompsonville, 3 miles N.W. of
Perry. On site of the Mormon settle­
ment of 1851. Thompson’s mill, erected
=n 865, was on the site of the old Indian
mil of 1854. Newman, 2 mi. west of Me­
dina, established in 1867. A. A. Heston
was the first postmaster.

DELAWARE IN FLOOD AT PERRY — 1951

The p'eople of Perry were taken out in boats, given temporary housing in neigh­
boring communities. — Photo courtesy Topeka Daily Capital.

KAW TOWNSHIP ‘

Originally a part of Kentucky town­
ahip. It was organized in 1858. Settlers
of 1854were Jefferson Riddle, J. T. Wil­
«on, K. Kukendall and R. P. Beeler.
first religious services were held in
£856. A town company was formed in
1857 and a townsite of 320 acres was
laid off and named Kaw City. A post­
office was established, in 1858, on the
east side of Big Muddy Creek. When the
Kansas Pacific came through the town­
ship in 1865 a station was built on the
farm of D. W. Kleinhans and called Kaw
station. The Kaw City postoffice was
moved to the new location, Mr. Klein­
hans laid off a town around it, this was
the original town of Grantville.

SARCOXIE TOWNSHIP

The area now comprising Rural and
Sarcoxie townships was set off from
Kentucky township in 1862 and named
Sarcoxie after the Delaware chief of GRANTVILLE STQRE
that name, who lived on the Kaw bank

11981‘the later North Lawrence, then a Typical country store of early days yet to be seen in thousands of places, small
part of Jefferson county. First settle- ‘

and larger. — Courtesy of Mrs. Burroughs. J
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ments were in 1859, by W. C. Ross, J.
Stewart, W. A. Williams, E. Canovan, J.
W. Byram, R. G. Elliott and H. W.
Williams J. W. Byram was the first man
to buy land from the railroad company.
There was much controversy between
settlers and the railroad company, as re­
cited elsewhere in this booklet. First
postoffice was at Chester.

RURALTOWNSHIP

Township separated from Sarcoxie
and formed into a township. It has the
one village of Williamstown, establish­
ed with the coming of the Kansas Pacific
railroad. It is one of the earlies settled
sections of the county. Williamstown is
laid out on the site of the earlier home
of Chief White Plume, mentioned else­
where in this booklet.

NORTON TOWNSHIP

Formed in 1880, from portions of Jef­
ferson and Delaware townships. Nor­
tonvillewas platted in 1873and lies part­
ly in Atchison county. John Taggart,
was the first settler. He brought a small
stock of merchandise intending to open
a store. Before a building could be built
he was appointed postmaster, opened
the office in his tent. The Santa Fe built
a station in September 1873, Taggart
was named agent. Nortonville became a

OSKALOOSA PUBLIC SCHOOL
l881—1907

Ind. Pub. Co.

shipping point for grain. The community
wanted a school but lacked enough
voters to legally organize. Organization
was elfected in the fall, 1873,bonds vot­
ed and a schoolhouse erected. First
dwelling in Nortonville dates from the
summer of 1873. In 1874, about 15 build­
ings were erected. First churches were
the Methodist and United Presbyterian
both organized in 1873. /

FAIRVIEW TOWNSHIP

Township was separated from Ozawkie
in 1871. Its area is 35 square miles. It
has no postoffice and no village but
maintains a good community life
through farmers organizations.

ROCK CREEKTOWNSHIP

In January 1855 a party composed of
Aaron Cook, Geo. Cook, A. Pearsall, and
Jas. Dempsey of Black Hawk, county
Iowa, crossed the Grasshopper at Os­
awkee, followed it westward to Rock
creek, thence up the creek one mile and
staked their claims. First business house
was at Mt. Florence, on the military
road, 11/2miles south west of Meriden.
This place once had a postoflice and half
a dozen homes. Meriden— platted in

THE FRONTIER. HOUSE, Two blocks

north of the court house, Oskaloosa

Its stone portion was built about
1858, owned by Mark S. Finnicum. In
1864 it passed to Wm. A. Coy, register
of deeds and later all round merchant.
In 1867 opened as a hotel by S. S. Cole
In 1869 owned by J. F. Bliss, probate
judge-elect from Valley Falls. Blis:
operated it as a boarding house 15 or 2(
years.

Coy dug a deep well, walled it witlr
native limestone. The late Geo. Brinei
recalled seeing long lines of ox teams
lined up waiting their turn at this water­
ing place, also Van Ambergh’s “Mam
moth Menagerie” wild animals lined up
there for a drink, the ford at Slough
Creek being dry. — IndePubCo

CORPSTEIN ELEVATOR (Left)

CORPSTEIN ELEVATORS, PERRY, KANSAS — Cap. 200,000 bu.

NORTONVILLE, KANSAS, Cap. 125,000bu.

(right)

Borden's
Distributors of fine ice cream in Jefferson county

IC. A. Smith & Son, Implements, Inc., Topeka, Kansas‘

E. D. Gilkerson and Sons
Amos H. Leech Abstract Co., Est. 1905, Oskaloosa, Ks.

Wa1green’s, 8th & Kans. Ave., Topeka, Kansas
Elks Hi-Hat Potato Chips & Gilk’s Topper Corn Chips] Murphy’s Butcher Supply, 605 N. Kans. Topeka, Kans.



October 1872. First building the A.T. &
S.F. station house. First dwelling in No­
vember 1872by Dr. A. Dawson. A black­
smith shop moved in from Mt. Florence
that year. First store by Wm. and Perry
Riggs in 1873.Several hot elections were
required before bonds of $20,000 were
voted to the railroad to erect a depot.
Methodist church organized in ’73. The
United Brethren society was formed be­
fore the town existed and built a church
in 1880. Two-story school was built in
1882. Rock Creek ——another village in
this township came in the late ’80’s.

UNION TOWNSHIP
Organized in 1869 from a portion of

Oskaloosa township, this part of the
county was early settled. Andrew Rice
and wife, known later as “Aunt Rhoda”,
came in March 1855.Others of that year
were Isaac Fowler, W. C. Fowler, S. S.
Dark, J. F. Willits, Dr. R. W. Hosford.
The Rices came from Missouri with a
prospector who dumped their pos­
sessions (a cow and a calf, a few articles
of furniture, a little clothing) and drove
on his way. For four months they lived
nut of doors. Mr. Rice began splitting
logs for a dwelling which he was able to
Finish only after other settlers came
along to help him. For ten years Aunt
‘Rhodacooked at a fireplace. She bought
'1er first stove at a sale in 1865. During
ahe frequent raids by border ruffians in
‘he earliest years, Andrew Rice would
'1lde himself away from the house to
-gscape rough treatment, while Rhoda
et the marauders plunder the slender

stores of food. Sometimes she had left
only potatoes and roasting ears, no meat
or cornmeal. A postoffice was establish­
ed in 1855, called Middletown, William
Butler the postmaster. The office was in
a log cabin. Also in a log cabin was the
first store, opened in 1856by Hugh Cam­
eron. First school was taught in fall of
’56 in a building erected entirely by
local contributed labor. Other early
postoffices were Grove City and Wood­
stock. McLouth came into being with
the railroad, the Leavenworth, Topeka
and Southwestern, in 1881. It was plat­
ted in part on land owned by Mr. Amos
McLouth. The area having been well
settled for a quarter of a century, Mc­
Louth early became a good trading cen­
ter. With the coming of the Kansas City
& Northwestern railroad in 1887, the
town’s business was largely increased.
The two railroad depots were close to
the center of the town.

JEFFERSON TOWNSHIP
In June 1854, Charles Hardt started a

trading ranch at Hickory Point on the
Fort to Fort military road. About the
same time Simeon and Isaac Hull, B.
Brinton, Dick Chandler, Jeff. Fortner,
J. B. Ross, John Hart and Chas. Hedrick
staked claims and located within what
was to become Jefferson township. In
1855 about 100 families settled here. W.
M. Gardiner, who stayed, selected a
claim where Winchester now is located,
his home on Walnut Creek. First post­
office was at Hickory Point, with Chas.
Hardt as postmaster. Frst school district

— -—».-I' .....Q...

FIRST HOME OF OSKALOOSA INDEPENDENT
Decorated for a Fourth of July occasion

organized in Jefferson county was also
in the later Jefferson township, Roths­
child district, Feb. 21, 1859. First relig­
ious society in the township was the
Methodist, organized in 1857 at Fair­
field. Winchester was laid out in 1857,
named for the Virginia city, home of
Alvin Best, oldest man in the settlement.
In that same year William Reboe built
a small frame store building, opened a
dry goods and grocery business. Win­
chester school district was formed in
1859, first taught by Samuel Betts. In
1860, a building was erected on what is
now the site of District 107.

OSKALOOSA METHODIST CHURCH

About the turn of the century

OSKALOOSA PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH

About 1872



JGICICGFSOHCounty Memorial Hospital
This project, launched in 1949, and

nearing completion in the summer of
1955, is of wide interest to the county.
Located at the northwest corner of the
townsite of Winchester, this hospital is
entirely modern both in architecture
and internal arrangement. It is of brick
and concrete, one story high, with over­
all dimensions 115x130 feet, 10,000 sq.
ft. of floor space. It will provide 25 beds
and has capacity for reasonable enlarge­
ment. Its initial cost of around $135,000
has been paid or pledged, all secured by

Reception room of the hospital will
memorialize John Steuart Curry, the
famous artist (1897-1946) who lies
buried in a church cemetery only a few
rods east of the hospital. The memorial
room is a gift of Curry’s mother Mar­
garet (Mrs. Smith) Curry, now a resi­
dent of Phoenix, Ariz.

The hospital enterprise is a tribute to
the untiring labors of scores of volun­
teer workers, chiefly of the larger Win­
chester community, but including many

private donation. from other sections of the county.

JEFFERSON COUNTY MEMORIAL HOSPITAL, WINCHESTER

Nearing completion in 1955.Will have memorials to John Steuart Curry and
others. 25 beds, cost $135,000. — Inde. Pub. Co.

John Steuart Curry

John Steuart Curry (1897-1946) is
doubtless Jefferson county’s most fam­
ous native son, and one of the most as­
tute interpreters of its land, its people,
its place in history; he bequeathed those
interpretations to generations yet un­
born, in forms of imperishable beauty
and of robust strength.

Born on a farm six miles north of
Oskaloosa of Scotch Covenanter parent­
age, his upbringing was typical of farm
life in Jefferson County. “I was raised”,
he said, “on hard work and the shorter
catechism. We were up at four o’clock
the year around, feeding the cattle,
planting and plowing corn, cutting hay
and wheat; in school months, doing
half a day’s work before we rode to
town horseback to our lessons. But we
didn’t mind, it was the only life we knew
and I had a strong constitution.”

Curry’s parents, college bred, gave
him all encouragement within their
means to develop his budding talent,
provided the boy kept that ambition
tied to the realities and necessities of
the day’s tasks.

That inner urge of the young artist
absorbed his dreams and much of his
energies from a very early age. His
first teacher, Jennie Mitchell at the
Hickory point school, gave John’s im­
pulses full recognition. At the age of 12
years he was getting formal drawing
lessons at Oskaloosa from Mrs. Alice
Worswick, who had studied in Paris.

High school, at Winchester, proved
somewhat of a bore to young Curry.

After trials at Kansas City and Chi­
cago Art Institutes, and a year in col­
lege, Curry essayed the field of an illus­
trator. Here he was beginning to attain
considerable success when he realized
the field was too restrictive for his more
creative bent.

By 1928, ‘Curry had become sure of
his techniques and had applied them to
such realistic subjects as tell the world
what eastern Kansas as a dwelling place
is like and of what character its people.

His ventures in other fields of Ameri­
can life and his growing mastery of
their interpretation only confirm Curry’s
thesis that art is latent in every natural
and human situation, needing but the
sincere and skilled artist to bring it
forth. Thus, if he could utter today a
hope implicit in his works it doubtless
would be that the oncoming generations
of Jefferson county youth might con­
tinue to find in their environment and
within themselves the inspirations to
high achievement.

The compilers of this booklet are hap­
py to end their task with the observa­
tion that John Steuart Curry of Kansas
has written large on canvas and mural
in days of Kansas’ fulfilment what John
James Ingalls of Kansas penned in let­
ters of silver in the days of Kansas’
promise.

¥
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Patrons

Kansas Electric Supply, Electrical Wholesale, Topeka

Kaw Valley Produce Co., Inc., 116-120 Kansas, Topeka

McGuire’s Men’s & Boys Clothing, Leavenworth
Bacon Shoe Store, Leavenworth

Topeka Savings Assoc., Topeka

Jayhawk Outdoor Inc., North Topeka

Central Press, 525 North Topeka

Grapette Bottling Co., North Topeka

Fernstrom Sho-eCo., North Topeka

Nightingale’s, Inc., 713 Kansas, Topeka

Emahizer - Spielman Furniture Co., Topeka

Office Supply & Equipment Co., 521 Kansas, Topeka
Reusch Hardware, Perry
Heller’s Hdwe. & Appliance, Valley Falls
Poynter Motors, Inc., Valley Falls
Kansas Sand Co., Inc., North Topeka
Posey’s (2 stores), Topeka
Lawrence Motor Car Dealers Assoc., Lawrence
Hammig Processing & Lockers, 832 Penn., Lawrence
Fritz Co., 8th at New Hamp., Lawrence
Logan-Moore Lumber Co., 900 2d St., Rt 3 Lawrence

Dr. Fowler's Foot & Shoe Clinic, 114 E. 8th, Topeka
Ripley Sport Shop, Leavenworth
Caroline Kihm, Leavenworth
Gronis Hdwe, Leavenworth
Berkson’s Topeka
Holland Furnace Co., Atchison
Royal College Shop, Lawrence
Morton's Building Materials, Lawrence
P. W. Mack Shoe Shop, Oskaloosa
Dewey’s Market, Oskaloosa
Rees IGA, Meriden
G. W. Gay Hardware, Meriden
Capital Super Service, 9th & Quincy, Topeka
Dorothy’s Smart Shop for Women, Leavenworth
West Side Cafe, F. A. Reddick, Oskaloosa
The Elm Cafe, Oskaloosa
Mabel’s Beauty Shop, Oskaloosa
Ton-sing’s Stationery & Book Store, 502 Comm., Atch.
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Simpson, Oskaloosa
Pepsi-Cola Bottling Co., N. Topeka
National Cleaners, N. Topeka
John Davis Barber Shop, N. Topeka
Harry R. Logan, Atty, N. Topeka

575?. @­

Ohse Meat Products Co., 204-10, Kansas, Topeka
Evans Auto Supply, Lawrence

W. W. Ratz, Implements, Valley Falls

Butter Crust Bread, 107 West 10th, Topeka

Gerardy Supply Co. 112-116 North 8t, Atchison

Roberts Jewelry Store, 833 Mass., Lawrence

Vanover Implement Co., Oskaloosa

Metropolitan Life Ins. Co., Kenneth Pine, agt., Lwrence

Acme Glass Co. Inc., 724 Jackson, Topeka

Rhodes Hatchery & Feed Store, Oskaloosa

Fox Grocery Store, Oskaloosa

Gibbs Clothing Co. of Topeka, Inc., 527-529 Kans., Ave.
Oskaloosa H-yKlas Food Liner,

Farm Bureau Mutual, Ins., Elmer Roth, agt., Oskaloosa
Richard A. Swallow, Attorney, Oskaloosa

D‘eYoung’s Chiropractic Office, Oskaloosa

Fraker’s IGA., Oskaloosa

Duane King Conservation Construction, Oskaloosa

Brulin and Co., Inc., Chas. Welter, agt., Lawrence

Williams Oil Co., Vickers Petroleum Pr0d., Oskaloosa

Reichart & Brosa, Valley Falls
Needham Imp. Co., Valley Falls
Crawford Electric & Gas, Valley Falls
Citizens State Bank, Valley Falls
East Side Jewelry, Valley Falls
Sunflower Coop. Creamery, Valley Falls
McHenry Oil Co., McLouth
Walter Bradford, McLouth
McLouth Lumber Co., McLouth
Dick Bros. Hdwe, McLouth
Lawrence Bldg & oan Assoc., Lawrence
Jack Pool Cleaners, Topeka
Mc'Coy Shoes, 813 Mass. Lawrence
Jordan’s Sunbeam Bread, 601 E 5th, Topeka
Valley Falls Lumber Co

Southwick Auto Supply, Topeka
Lavery’s Jewelry Store, Leavenworth
Gold Nugget Jewelry, Leavenworth

Olden Electric, Valley Falls
Ballinger Locker, Ozawkie
Scott’s Grocery, Ozawkie
Priddy Merchantile Co., Ozawkie


