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KANSAS HISTORY 301

In order to obtain a “squatter’s claim” the settler had to secure the
consent of the Indians, which, by a treaty made in the [7pper Elk valley
‘in 1869, was to be had on pavment of $5 for a prairie claim and $10 for
one in the timber. Considerable trouble was experienced between the
settlers and the railroads over the title to the lands in the castern part
: uf the county. The matter was finally settled in favor of the settlers,
. by the supreme court of the United States. The unreliability of the
early surveys caused no little trouble as to ownership of certain tracts
of land after the authorized survey had been made. Unwilling to await
the tedious and often expensive process of law on these matters there
were formed in different parts of the county what were called “Secttlers
Claim” clubs, to which all disputes of this character were referred. A
code of laws was drawn up to cover all points liable to arise in any
case of disputed land title. All cases were settled according “to law
and evidence” and whenever a decision had been reached, the party
against whom such decision had been rendered was given notice to move
' from the claim within a certain length of time. Upon failure to obey
hie was ejected forcibly from the premises and his buildings and other
E property destroyved. Oeccasionally these clubs took a hand in criminal
~ cases, as in the punishment of the three murderers of John A. Twiss,
who were hanged to an oak tree after a trial by the club.
& The county was organized in 1869 by proclamation of Gov. Harvey.
- Verdigris City was named as the temporary county seat and the fol-
I lowing officers were appointed: Commissioners, H. C. Crawford, H. A.
Bethuran and R. L. Walker; clerk, E. C. Kimball, The commissioners
divided the county into three townships, Drum Creek, Westralia and
- Verdigris. An election for county officers and to locate the county seat
~ was held in November of the same year. The returns from Drum Creek
were thrown out on technical grounds, and the remaining vote gave
a majority for Liberty. A board of commissioners favorable to that
c place were elected. Independence filed a notice of contest and the
] matter was taken before the court of Wilson county, to which Mont-
gomery was at that time attached for judicial purposes. The, court
decided that there had been no election. The old board of commis-
sioners continued to serve, but the county seat, in face of great oppo-
sition was removed to Liberty. The Independence men sent Charles
White to Topeka to lay the matter before the state authorities. He
succeeded in getting a new board of commissioners appointed, which
was composed of W. W, Graham, Thomas Brock and S. B. Moorhouse.
The new board went to Verdigris, City where they organized and
appointed the following officers: County clerk, J. A. Helpingstine;
: treasurer, Samuel Van Gundy; register of deeds, J. K. Snyder; super-
E= intendent of schools, R. B. Cunningham. They selected Independence
= as the county seat and, finding it useless to dissent, the old hoard gave
up the fight. At a hotly contested election in Nov., 1870, Independence
received the largest number of votes and became the permanent county
seat. The court-house, erected shortly afterward, was the first brick

building in the county.
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The organization of the county government was followed by reck-

less and extravagant bond issues. Before 1872 the people had for
various purposes voted a debt upon themselves to the amount of nearly
$1,000,000. Money loaned to private parties drew from 25 to 50 per
cent. interest, The people were very anxious for a railroad and in 1870
they voted $200,000 in bonds to the Leavenworth, Lawrence & Gal-
veston company, which built a line through the eastern part of the
county terminating at Coffeyville. Independence, indignant at being
deserted by the railroad company, after being foremost in securing the
bonds, yet over-zealous for a road, paid the company an immense bonus
to build a branch. This was called “Bunker’s Plug,” and was in use
from Jan., 1872, to 1870. In the latter year the South Kansas & West-
ern built a line across the county connecting with the main line at
Cherryvale, and the next year the St. Lous, Warsaw & Western built
a line across the northeastern part of the county. At that time there
were 63 miles of railroad in the county. At present there are 160 miles.
The early companies have since sold out and the names of the roads have
been changed. The Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe enters in the north-
east corner, passes southwest through Cherryvale and Coffeyville and
continues on into Oklahoma. A branch of this line diverges at Cherry-
vale, runs southwest through Independence and into Chautauqua
county. There are three lines of the Missouri Pacific. One enters in
the north and runs south through Independence to Dearing, where it
united with a second line that crosses the southern part east and west,
and the third line crosses the northwest corner. The St. Louis & San
Francisco enters near the northeast and runs to Cherryvale, where it
> diverges into two branches, both running to the Joplin-Galena lead and
& zinc district. The Missouri, Kansas & Texas crosses the southeast
& corner.
The county is divided into 12 civil townships as follows: Caney,
c_ Cherokee, Cherry, Drum Creek, Fawn Creek, Independence, Liberty,
T Louisburg, Parker, Rutland, Sycamorc and West Cherry. The post-
offices in the county are, Bolton, Caney, Cherryvale, Coffeyville, Dear-
ing, Elk City, Havana, Independence, Jefferson, Liberty, Sycamore,
Tyro and Wayside.

The general surface of the county is prairie. The bottom lands along
< 8 the creeks and rivers average over a mile in width and comprise 25 per
v o cent. of the area. The timber belts on the streams average a few rods
o in width and contain walnut, cottonwood, hickory, oak, pecan, hack-
= berry, ash, mulberry, sycamore, elm, maple, box-elder and locust. The
Verdigris river enters from the noith and flows south into Oklahoma.
The Elk river enters in the northwest and flowing east joins the Ver-
E5 digris. Big Hill, Drum, Pumpkin, Sycamore and Onion are important

= creeks.

The best quality of limestone and shale are found in abundance. Sand
for glass, coal and building stone also exist in commercial quantities.
The entire county is a great natural gas and oil field. This gas enables
the county to be one of the foremost manufacturing districts in the state.
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