HISTORY OF CLAY COUNTY, MISSOURT.

Tuk Mississippi River was discovered as early as 1539, by Ferdinand De Soto,
the then ﬁnnis{lp‘:i-wzmnl"f Caba, who explored the country as far West as the
Kocky Mountains.  But the right of discovery was not asserted antil Robert
Cavalier de La Salle, in 168z, took formal possession of the Territory in the
name of Lowis XIV., King of France, and for him samed the new Frovince,
Lowiriana, R ) .

That par of the Province West of the Mississippi was, in 1762, ceded to
Srain, but was in 1800 retroceded by Spain to France, and was in 1803 sold by
France to the United States for the sum of fifieen million dollars. This entie
purchase, extending from what is now the South Houndary of Arkansas mosth
10 the British P i and from the Mississippi to the Pacific Ocean, contain-

more than a million square miles, was, in 1804, by Congress organized into
the © District of Lowisiana,” in 1805, into the * Terntory of Losislana,” and in
1812 into the * Territory of Missoari."”

“The Territory of Missouri was, hy Congress, in 1820, redoced to its present
North and South limits, and to extend West to a lathiadinal line through the
mouth of the Kansas Kiver, and A 10, 1821, was admitted s a State, the
twenty-fourtk: star on the A an flag. March 28, 1837, the * Platte Purchase"”
became 3 part of the State of Missouri.

Under the Territorial organization of 1812, all west of the Misissippi and
north of the Missouri formed 5t Charles County; from which, in 1816, that

rt of Howard, north of the Missoari, was taken, and from Howard, in 1820,

iy County was formed, including all the region west of Grand River 1o the
then State fine, and from the Missouri River to the lowa line,

January 2, 1822, Clay County was formed fiom Kay, and extended from the
Missouri River north to the lowa Line, with its East and West limits,
The Legislative act creating \he county appointed John Hutching, Henry Estes,
Encs Vaeghan, Wyatt Adkins and Jobn Foage Commissioners to select a * per-
manent seat of government ™ for the county, and provided that, until such selec-
tion, courts should be held at the house of John Owens.  Tu the it to the
Circuit Court July 1, 1822, ns o reason for their selection, the Commissioners say :
 Thal, in pursuance of the ohject of their appointment, they assembled together
“on the 20th of March last, to examine the different donations offered the
i i i ining the sites for a wwn, that
“+ after mature deli and minute i igation the tract ol land ewned by
* John Owens and Charles McGee was thoaght best adapted for the object for
+ which it was designed, as being more cemral for the population, swrrenmded
“ aoith good amd permianent springs, lying sufficiently elevated to drain off all
“superfluous waters, in a healthy and populous part of the county, and entirely
“ beyond the influence of lakes, ponds or stagnant waters of any kind | they,
u therefore, unanimously agreed to accept of the proposition of Mr. Owens and
“ Mr. Mciiee of a denation of twenty-five acres each for the use of the county.”

January 2, 1833, the county was reduced to its present limits, and is bouniled
east by Hay, north by Clinton, west by Plate and south by the Missouri River
separating it from Jackson County, The county was divided into oaly two mu-
nicipal townships—Gallatin and Fishing River—ihe town ol Libeny being in
Gallatin until May 2, 1825, when Liberty Township was created.  Plate was
createdd June g, 1827 ; Washington Angust g, 1830; and Keamey Scptember 3,
1872, That part of the county north of its present limits was, in 1831, created
intes | fayette Township, and that oo the west ** attached for civil and milisary

' comprising most of what s now Platte County was, in 1837 and
. divided into Pettis, Carroll, Far West and Preston Townships,

EARLY SETTLEMENT,

With this statistical review of the geographical and Governmental divisions
and connections of the imkerifance befure us, it becomes pertinent and interest
ing 1o inuire whose fedrs ase we? First, this was the fuvorite hunting groend
of the Indan 115 mighty rivers bore onward his canoe, and its great forests
nuriured and sustained snimals o supply bis wants for food and clothing, and
his 1astes fur the chase.  * The delicate wild flower, with scented breath, and
look su like a smile in groves immeasurably old," wooed bis simple heart 12
love. Well might the restive heart of the Indian be nerved to protect such a
home and such a land from the encroachments of the while man! The Sics
and Foxes, numbering about twelve hundred, were the last of the tribes 1o con-
trul this Territory, and it was during their ccenpancy, in 1800, that the Csages
and lowas tought a considerable battle near the present site of Liberty,

The French cherished the beliel that westwand of the Mississippi existed rich
mines of gold and silver, and from cupidity to discover these mines, as early as
1705, L:?mi.ml A prospecting party that came here, and as far West a5 the
mouth of the Kansus—where ihey were kindly welcomed by the Indians.

The next venture, as far West as Clay, was by M. Die Bourgmont, the Com-
mandant of Fort Ovleans, a French po-t near the mouth of Grand River, in
1724, who came o effect peace between Tndian iribes at war with each other,
and met them at what was afterward Fort Osage—now Sibley.  The first French
traders and trappers, the Chouteaus and Robudouxs, came & far up the river as
Clay in 1799, and in that year a few French were in camp trapping at Randolph
Bluff,

But th: frst Americans here were Lewis and Clark, in 1804, on their cele-
brated exploring expeditios.  Major John Dosgherty, late of this coanty, passed
through, in 1807, en his inp to the Rocky Mountains for the Fur Company. The
permanent setilements began, a5 soon as the Government surveys were made, in
1319, and in that year Charles McGee, George Taylor, John Braley, Zachariah
Averett, Benjamin Hensley, John Wilson, Travis Finley, Cornelius Gilliam, Ed-
ward Pyburne, William and Thomas Camphell, and, perhaps, others settled in
the vicinity of Liberty—in 1320 immigration began in earnest, and settlements
were made on Fishing River, Big Shoal, and throughout the southern portion of
the county ; and 1822 Alexander Hardwick, Samuel Crowley, Gilbert and
Archibald Mcllvain settled in the b, and Humphrey Smith, jamil
Cormelins, W, Livingston, Joseph Gage, Ahi Smith, Archibald awd George
Wills and Joseph Castes] in the northwest part of the county ; from that time
settlements became gener In the pages of this sketch will be mentioned the
names of many persons in cunnection with facts that will identify them as early
settlers.  From the others, not so mentioned, who have done a great deal 1o
Basilid wp the interests of the county we ean name David Ashby, Jubn and Robert
Aull, John nnd Western Averett, Thomas and Garrett Arnold, John and Jonathan
Adkins, Fleasant Adams, John Akers, Humphrey Best, Cyrus Brasheare, John
Bartieson, David Hoggs, John Berry, William and Stephen Baxter, Walker and
Truman Hivens, Hugh and Joseph Brown, fohn and Joseph Broadhurst, Leonard
Brasfield, Ambrose Brockman, Fi, Linn Hreckenridge, Abijah, Rubernt H, aad
Van Brooks, John Boggess, Charles H. Berryman, Jonathan Cameron, John and
Kathan Culp, Abram Croysdale, Robert and Wm. Collins, Jubn Collier, Cyrus

Curtis, John Capps, Nathan Chandy, Dunicl and John Carey, Henry Coleman, |

Killion and Jacoh W, Creek, Wm. ' orum, Joseph and Thomas Couriney, George
Claybrook, Uriel Cave, Edward and Richard Clark, James Chanslor, Simon
Cockrell, Weekly Dale, Rubert and James Dunlap, Matthew, William and Ales,
E. Duncan, Rice B. Davenport, Archibalid L. Darby, John Ewing, John Ecton,
Ambrosc Embree, Rabert Efliott, Ely, Peter, William, john, Littleberry and Bartley
Estes, Simean and Hiram Fugitt, Joseph and Yoang Fowler, Alex. Fudge, Mantin
Fisher, George B, Finley, Hiram “Ferril, Samue! Gilmore, Benj, Samuel, Wm.
Jefferson, W, fumzs, Henry, Jacob and Juhn Gragg, [aceb and David Groomer,
Abram, Amos, Isanc and Joseph Groom, Jobn nn:lsjg:urph D. Gash, Andrew and
Bicha:d Gartin, Robert Gilliam, Joshua B, Gotcher, James and Samuel G. T,
L»r_e;:nﬁ:ld, J. Conway Garner, Gow, Heory Hill, James and Samuel Hyatt,
Phili. A. Hardwick, Simon_and Samuel Hudson, Anthony Harsel, Squire
Hutchison, Daniel Hughes, Thomas Hixon, Collet Hagnes, John Huwdeshell,
John and Moses Hutchins, Ezekiel Hbtfman, Robert, |efierson and James Harri
Peter Holtzel Robert H: . Woadford and Richard Jesse, Jonat
Jones, Win. Lainhart, Joseph Lewis, llohn Linville, John Lakey, George
fﬂﬂ]‘(l‘!l, Abram, Johu and George Lincoln, Wn. Laidlow, John and Reuben
Long, Leonard W, Ligon, Alv ightburn, Richard, Redmond and W, Mun-
kres, Arch. and Jubn McCorkle, David McElwee, David McKee, Andrew
Means, Ed, Munday, John M., David and Joel P. Moare, John 5, Major, James
ers_h, Henry Mailes, Samuel Monroe, Joseph H. and John McWilliams, Caleb
Magill, Wm. and John 5. Malott, Wm. A. and Thomas M. Morton, Thomas
Motrison, Nicholas Mosby, Nicholas Michalucine, William Nall, Clement Neely,

Robert (fficer, Nicholas Owens, Winfrey E. Price, John, Adam and Henry
Pence, Benj, and Edward Pickett, James Poteet, Nathaniel Powell, Daniel Pat-
ton, Greorge M. Pryor, Ashby, Ira and John K. Peters, Benj, and Thomas Parish,
Joseph and Baruth Prather, Lee Rollins, Samuel Ringo, Benj. W., Hezekiel, and
Alfred M. Riley, Jonathan and Allen (. Reed, James and David Roberts, Andrew
Russell, W ice, Wm Kuss, David 5. Rogers, Littleberry Sublette, Thomas
Slaughter, Sabert Sollers, James Sullivan, Benj, Soper, Mason Summers, John
Shouse, Jesse Siollings, Lhanicl Stout, John and Wm, Thorp, Wm., Elisha and
Joseph Todd, Ebenezer Titus. John “Talbot, Eleven Thatcher, Wm, Thomason,
Ed. C. Tillman, Handle and Solomon Vance, Samuel 1., Peter, Jenkins and
James | Vassar, Juhm, Francis and Peter Writesman, Tarleton Whitlock, Peter
and Archibald Wouds, James Williams, George Wallis, Fountain Waller, Benj.
and John M. Wilkinson, Charles Warren, Kobert and John Walker, Samuel
Wymore, James and Waltus L. Watking, James B, and David Wills, Alijah
Withers, Jobn Wilson, Henry and Caleh Weedon and Charles Younger. Such
are some of the names entitled to record in the annaks of the county ; there are
many others equally as deserving who would be mentioned if their names were
known (o the writer, and we can only content ourselves with the list in the
thought that every such record must of necessity be imperfect,

The pioneers of Clay County, principally from Kentucky, Virginia, North
Carolina, Tennessee an ¥ were [ of intelli industry and
imtegrity. Children of revolutionary heroes, they were fearless, determined and
sell-reliant, brought here not throagh the spirit of adveniure so much as through
an earnest and manly purpose to give their toil and lives 10 the development of
this rich country, s full of bright promises for the future,  Many obstacles had
to be , many privations and i i endured.  Their advent
found them in a vast wilderness of savage beasts and hostile Indian:, with no
shelter but the camp-fire und tent. For years their homes were only rude log
cabins, danbed with misd, covered with bark or boands, secared to the ool by
heavy poles laid lengthwie, with ditt foors, and chimneys made of wood—
stone not being used.  The farm seldom consisted of more than ten or filteen
acres of com, one of hemp or fax, and a little tobacco, alihough every ane
owned his quarter-section.  Bread was made of graip beat in mortars,  © Bears,
deer and bees abounded, and bear meat, venison, honey, beeswax and skins
were staple supplies, and constituted the chief exchanges for ¥ store poods,”
there being but Jittle money in circulation,  Every immigrant had his * fini-
lock " and dog; and hunting, trapping and fishing were occupations. The peo-
ple were social 1o excess. “ Shoofing matches,” * log.rollings,"" * quiltings,"
and frolics of every kind were in vogue, and every body would go, and all were
welcome, Soms would drink whisky, seme dance, some play at games. and
every one would have a good time. The revolutionary successes were sull re-

tas of recent and perp d a patriotic fever and military
spirit. The militia maintained a strict_organization, and held frequent * mus-
ters,” which were the places usually assigned for the adjustment of personal dil-
ferences:  There existed a continuoas dread of Indians, and to provide agninst
any sudden attack, four block-houses were bailt in 1820 — two near Fishing
Raver ; noe, ooe and 3 hall miles southeast and the other five miles southwes:
from Liberty, A skirmish that year in the castern part of the county, in which
seven Indians were killed, seemesd to demand this precaution, The ficst horse-
will was built in 1821, near Liberty, by Samuel Tilford, and ground enly corn,
Its burrstones were made of * lost rocks.”  The first flouring-mill was built by
Humphrey Smith, in 1822, filieen miles northwest from Libery, and was run by
the waters of Smith’s Fork, of Flatte, For thirty consecutive years this mill was
operated by the Smiths, and did most of the milling for the entire county-=the
Piatte country and the Northwest generally.  Smith being o New Yorker and an
avowed and ontspoken anti-slavery man caused his mill to be known far and
near, by the carly seftlers, as * Yankee Smith's.”” A few steps south of the Bap-
tist Church, in Liberty, was built a log school-house in 1821, the first in the
county ; and the first school was taught there by Sebron G. Sueed  The first
grasshopper visitation was in the fall of 1821, the second in 1866, and the last in
1874, continuing to spring of 1875,

The United States Land (Mfize was at Franklin, in Howard County, and the
price per acre was §2—part cash and part on time.  In 1822 the price was re-
duced to £1.25 per acre, and the Land Office was removed to Lexington,  As

+ early as 1823 Liberty had become a thrifty frontier town, and a considerable out-

fitting and trading point—in that year a Government Trail was opened from
Liberty, vin Smith’s Mills, to Council Bluffs, where United States troops were
stationed. The soldiers then changed the place of getting their mals from
Franklin to Liberty—an express was run upon the new route, and traders, Gov-
emnment contractors and mountaineers made it their thoroughlare for transporting
by pack-mules. Fort Leavenworth was located in 1827, and the year fullowing
the military road from Liberty was established and opened. This was a great
advantage to Liberty, and the county generally, as the Platte country for more
than ten years afterward belonged 1o the Indians, and was wholly unseitled,
Fort supplies were obtained from this county, and contracts were let 10 our trad.
ing citizens—so that every thing for sale bronght a large price, and contractors
grew opulent.  The United States Arsenal, three miles south from Liberty, was
completed in 1839, by David M. Bevins, of this county, contractor.

“The first great overflow of the Missond River was in 1826, and the next in
1844. The first steamboats this far up the river were the Government steamers,
Expedition and £, M. Foknom, in 1319, on the celebrated Yellowstone Expe-
dition,

COURTH AND ELECTIONS,

April, 1821, the first County Court of Ray Coanty met at Bluffion, the then
county-seat; the judges being lohn Thornton, Elisha Camron and Isasc Martin;
Wm. L. Smith, Clerk, and Jobn Harris, Sheeiff, Two days alter approving the
act forming Clay County, that is o say, on January 4, 1822, Alexander McNair,
Governor, appointed and commissioned John Thoroton, Elisha Camron and
James Gilmor Jh“ of the Cly County Court, who, oo Felruary 11, 1822,
convened and held their fest court at the howse of John Owens—now owned by
Peter B. Grant—on the northwest corner of Water and Mill Streets, in Libenty.
At that term Wm. L. Smith was Clerk, John Harris, Sheriff, and Jesse Gilliam
was appointed Collector, and required to enter into a bond of $1,000.

March 4, 1822, the first Circunt Court was held at the house of John Owens— |

David Todd, Judge, Wm. L. Smith, Clerk, Hamilton R. Gamble, Circuit Attor-
ney, and John Harris, Sheriff. The court was in session two days, and had for
Grand Jurors: Richard Linville, Foreman; Zachariah McGree, Benj. Samp-
son, Robert ¥. Fowler, Zachariah Averett, Howard Averett, John i{ilchie.]'amﬁ
Munkres, John Evans, Thomas Estes, Andrew Robertson, Kichard Hill, David
Magill, Walker McClelland, Robert Poage, Samuel Tilford, David Gragg, Wm,
Allen, Elisha Hall and James Williams. There was no Trial Jury until the
July term, in the case of *the State vs. Jonathan Camron.” Indictment fur
Meltny. The Jurors were: Abijah Means, Richard Chaney, Abraham Creek,
John Bartleson, James Gladdin, Francis T. Slaughter, Enos Vaughn, Andrew
Copelin, John Carrell, Matthew  Averett, Eppe Tillery and Samuel Magill,
Verdict, * Not guilty.”” There was no fixed place for holding coart, it being
sometimes held under the arbor of a tree, antil 1832, when the first court-house
was built mestly from the proceeds of sales of lots in Liberty, and from the
voluntary donations of citizens.  This court-house was constructed of brick, and
was afterward enlarged by additions on the east and west sides, and by erecting
two small offices not attached, The accidental destruction, by fire, of this edi-
fice, in 1857, led to the erection, in 1858, of one of the handsomes:, most com-
modioss and convenient court-houses in the State on the site of the former—a
beautiful blue grass plat, two or three feet higher than the surrounding streets,
adorned with forest and ornamental trees. I;hc old stone jail, still standing just
north of the Preshyterian Church, was built, in 1823, by Elisha Camron, at a
cost of less than ;Em

August 5, 1822, was the first election ; in Gallatin Township, at the house of
l|tﬂm Owens—James McClelland, John Evans and John MeKisseck, Judges; and
n Fishing River Township at the house of James Munkres — Thomas Officer,
Howard Averett and Baley George, Judges.” At that election Jeremiah Burns
was elected Constable of Gallatin, and James Dagley of Fishing River Town-
ship. The vote of the county was in 1522, 2400 in 1830, 567 in 1832, 720,
in 1835, 764 ; in 1846, 151 in 1856, 1636 ; in 1860, 1734, and in 1876, 3459

— —
LIST OF OFFICIALS FROM THE ORGANIZATION OF CLAY
. COUNTY.

CONVENTION DELECGATES.

1535, Daniel Branstetter, of Ray. 1865, Alex. W, Doniphan, of Clay.
il ohn E, Fit, of Platte. i ames H. Moss, of Clay,
o Thampson Ward, of Platte, A ijah H, Norton, of Platte.
o Hrown, of Platte, 1875, *, i o

1865.  Dr. Wm. A, Morton, of Clay. | % Drewitt C, Allen, of Clay.

o Samuel A, Gilbert, of Platte.

STATE SENATORS,

1822-26. Duaff Green, of Howard, 1850-54. Dr. Joseph Chew, of Ray.
1826-28.  Martin Parmer, of Clay. 1834-58. Dr. A, M. Robinson, of
1828 3o, Lilbuen W. Boggs, of Jack- Flae.

som, 185862, [.T. V. Thompson, of Clay.
1830-34. Richard Linville, of Clay. | 1802-66, John Doniphan, of Platte.
183442 ] T. V. Thompson, of | 1866-68. George W. Park, of Flatte.

Clay. 186872, James H, Birch, Jr, of
153842, Cornelius Gilliam, of Platte Clinton,
1832-46.  Andrew Johnson, of Plae, | 1872-73. Thomas McCarty, oE Clay.
1842-46.  Wm. R. Blythe, of Ray. 1873-76, John R. Keller, of Clay.
1846-50. {.:hu G. Price, of Clay. 1876-80. R. P, C, Wilson, of Platte,
184650, Lewis Burns, of Platte,

REFRESENTATIVIS.

18z2-24. Simon Cockrill, 184446, Coleman Younger.
1824~34. John Thornton, 184648, Henry Owens.
1830-32.  Andrew Robertson, 184852, Thomas T. Swetman,
1832-34-  Dr. Woodson J. Maoss, 1B52-54.  James H. Moss.
1834-30.  David R. Atchison, L Nathaniel Vincent.
1834-36, Thomas C. Gordon, 1854-56.  Alex, W, Doniphan,
1836-38.  Jobn Thornton, 1856-58.  Joel Turnham, Sr.
1836-38, Alex. W, Doniphan, 1858-b1. Benj. Lampton,

Liayid R. Aschison. 1861-64. Luke W. Burris,
1864-65. Thomas C, Gordon,

186560, Oliver I, Moss,

" Jeize Morin, of Plaie,

184042, Wm, T. Wood, 1866-68.  Robert McMillen,
ot John Dougherty. 1868-70. Wm. G. Gurth.
L Alex, W, Doniphan. 1870-72. Henr!r th,
1842=44. Dir. Woodson J, Moss. 1872-74.  John T, Chandler,
! erit Tillery, 1874-76, James M. Bohart
1844-46, Thomas C, Gordon, 1876-78.  James E. Lincoln,
CIRCUIT COURT JUDGES,
1822-31.  David Todd, | 1863-65. George W, Dunn.
1831-37. John F. Ryland, 1865-67.  Walter King.
183748, Austin A, King, | 1867-74. Philander Lucas,
184862, Ceorge W, Dunn. | 187480, George W, Dunn,
1862-63. Austin A, King. |
FROSECUTING ATTORNEVS,
1822-24. Hamilton B, Gamble. 1840-52. Mcw_dcﬂi MHiver.
182426, Abiel Leonard. 1852-56.  Christopher T. Garner.
182627, Charles French, 1856-60. Aaron H. Conrow,
1827-31.  Robern W, Wells, 186062, De Witt © Allen,

1828-29. John Wilson, Acting. 1862-64, David P. Whitmer.
182931, Amos Rees, Acting. 186465, Wm. A. Duonaldson.
183034, Amos Rees. 1865, Elijah_Esteh.
1834-37. Thomas C. Burch. 1868-72.  John G. Woods,
1837-40. Wm, T. Wond. 1872-74. [James coln.
183041, Peter H. Burnett. 1874-76.  Horatio imrall,
184148, George W. Dann, 1876-78, Wm. H. Woodson,
1848-49. Charles ]| Hughes.

CIRCUIT COURT CLERKS,
1822-31. Wm, L, 5 3 1866-70, Bishop A, Bailey,
1831-54.  Samuel Tillery, 1870-74.  Edwin G. Hamilton,
1854-65. Alex ]. Calhoun, 1874-78, Alex. ]. Calhoun,
186560, James Love.

RECORDERS OF DEEDS,
186g-70.  Edwin G. Hamilton, | i870-78. Sidney G, Sandusky.

COUNTY COURT JUDKGES.
e822-24.  John Thornton, 1846-53.  Merit Tillery.
1822-25. Elisha Camron, 1850-54.  Henj, Ricketts,

e James Gilmor. 1850-58. Wm. V, Hodges.
1824-25.  Zadoc Martin, Sen. 1853-54. Edw. M. Samuel.
1825-27. George Burnet, 1854-56,  Joel Turnham.
1825-20. Sebron G. Saeed, 1854-58.  Joseph Thorp,

George Huffaker. 1856-62, Thomas M, Chevis,
1825-27, Howard Avered. 1858-65.  Alva Mares,
1826-27. Eppe Tillery. 1858-65, Isaac Wood.

" ames Gilmaor. 1862-65. James M. Jones,
1827-31.  Elisha Camron. 1865-66, Joseph T, Field,

' Samue] Tillery, ¥ dilliner Haynes,
1827-30.  Joel Tumbam. . John Chrismnn.
1830-34 James T. V. Thompsan, 1866-67. Wi, T. Davis.,
1830-31. James Duncan, 1866-68.  James Henshaw,
1831-32.  Archibald Mcllvain. 1866-72, Anderson B, Everett,
1831-34. Shubael Allen, 1866-74, Thomas M. Wilson,

p1832-35. Elisha Camron. - 18689, Cabriel T. Hughes.
1834-38. John Bird, 186870, Franklin Graves,

b ‘eter Rogers. 1870-72, Isaac Wood,
1838-44. Joel Turnham. | 1870-71.  Thomas |, Gunn.
183840, James Kuykendall, 1872-76. Wm. H. Lane,
183842, Merit Tillery. 1872-78. John Broadhurs,
1840-46.  Elisha Camron. 187480, Linneus B. Sublette,
1842-30. Nathaniel Vincent. 1876-82. Wm. F. Gordon.
1844-50.  Robert Adkins.

COUNTY COURT CLERKS.
1822-31, Wm. L. Smith. 1853-59. Thomas MeCarty.
1831-35.  Wm. T. Wood. 1859-65,  Ephraim D). Murray,
1835-48, Abraham Shafer, 186570, Wm, Brining.
184853, Greenup Bird. 1870-78. Luske W. Burris.

BHERIFFS

1822-26. John Harris. 1858-62.  Richard A. Neeley,
1fz6-30. Shubael Allen, 15 2. R.W. Fleming, Coroner.
1830-34.  Corneliuns Gilliam, 1862-63, Soathard W“Eung
1834-35.  John Baxter, 1863-65. Francis R, Long.
183842, Samuel Hadley. 1865-66. Darius Gittings,
1842—48. John Daxter, | 1865-66. James M. Jones.
184850, Oliver F, Mass, 1866-68. Joseph H. Rickards.
1850-54. Samuel Hadley. 186872, Oliver P. Moss.
1854-54. Winlrey E. Price. 1872-74. Geo. E. Patton.
1854-50. Trigg T. Allen, 1874-78.  Joba 5. Groom.
1856-38.  Samuel Hadley. |
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COUNTY OOLLECTORS,

1822-23.  Jesse Gilliam, 1832-33.  Lewis S
1823-25. Timothy Bancralt, 1833-35.  Samuel
1825-27. Thomton Strother. 1835-37. Jacob P F
1827-30. Leonard Searcey. 1837-72.  The Sherifis,
1830-31.  Merit Tillery. 1872-78.  Juhn J. Moore,
1831-32.  John D. Hall.
COUNTY TREASUKERS.
1822-25. The County Clerks, 1850-60.  Stephen R. Shrader.
1825-26, Ware S. May, 1860 64, Benj, F. Tillery,
1826-33.  The County Clerks. 186466, David 5. Miller.
1833-36. Hiram Rich, 1866-68,  Joseph T. Field.
1B30-38,  James M. Hughes, 1568-74. Trigg T. Allen.
1838-53.  Graham L, Hughes. 1874-76.  Lewis B, Dougherty,
1853-53.  Madizon Miller., 1370-78.  Clinton Tillery.
1853-59. Ephraim I, Murray.
COUNTY  ASSESSORS,

1822-23.  William Hall, for Gall 1849-53.  Mabry Mitchell.

Township. 1855-58,  Greenup I Collier
1822-23. Joshua Adams, for Fishing 1358, Range jo.  James Dagley,

River Township. b L P ymer.
182324, Joshua Adams. 2 il - 2 =s H, Compton,
t824-20.  Eppe Tiller: o 330 Henj F, Wood.
182627, Reuben Til 1850, Y 3o, James Dagley,
1827-20. Michael Ar i w31, Ryland  Shackle.
1829-30, Juhn Thorp.
1830-31.  James T. V. Thompson
1831-32,  Sulomon Kinsey, .
183213 s, Hullaker, 1860, Robert W. Fleming.

1860-6z,  John 5. Groom,
1862-63  James Burns,

John Hendley.
Solomon Kinsey.

James Dagley. 1863-60.  Timothy K. Dale.
Samuel Hadley, 1866-68  Charles J. ], Leopold,
James Dragley. 1868-72.  Thomas Harsel.

1872-74. John Collins,
1874-70.  Wm, L. Thompson,
1876-78.  Dhaniel Sioal,

Jacob I, Hymer.
Simeon Wilhoite,
Thonsas T, Swetman.

LOUNTY SURVEVORS

1822-29.  Duavid Manchester, 1850-60. Wm. L. Thompson.
182g-35. Gieo, Withers, 186368, Timothy R, Dale.
1835-59  Timothy R. Dale. 1868-80.  Thomas B. Rogers.
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF FURLIC SCHOULS,
1853-54.  Alex, W, Doniphan, 1854-77. Geo, Hughes,
PROBATE COURT JUINGES,
“ 1825, Elisha Camron, Appointed, 185g-60.  Henry L. Rouit,
1825-27. - h. ‘ 186061, fames . Verirees,
1827-59. The vy Coart Judges, | 1861-77.  Coonty Coant Judges.

The Constabler Dunng the First Decade of the County were for,
GALLATIN TOWNSHIF,

Jeremiah Hurns, | 1830-31.  James H, Borry.

182426,  Mobert Cain 1831-32.  John W, Lrown,
1826-28.  Richanl Harns. 1832-34. Simeon Willhite,
1828 30, Merit Tillery.
FISHING RIVER TOWNSHIF,
1822-26.  James Dagley, 1831-32.  Roland Stack.
182627,  Shrewsberry Williams, 1832-34.  James Dagley.
1827-31.  Thomas Peebly.
LAFAYETTE TOWNSHIT
183234 Silas Mctinire,
LINERTY TOWNSHIF.
1825-26. Sulomon Fry, 182g-30. Gallatin Searcey.
182628, Laban Garrett, 1830-32.  John Baxter,
182829, James Camplell,

FIATTE TOWNSHIE.

1827-30, Jesse Yocum. 1831-32.  Henry Owens,

1830-31.  James Winn. 1832 Nathaniel Mothershead,
WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP.

1830-31. Juhn Wright, | 1831-34. Taylor McCully,

RESIDERT ATTORNEYS To 1850,
Gen. David K. Atchison, Cien, Bela M, Huoghes,
Gov, Peter H, Burnen, Gen. John Loughborough.
Gen. Alex, W. Domiphan. Lewis Ramage, Esg,
Frederick Gwinner, Esqg, Capt, Thos. Mo
Benj. Hays, Esq. Col. James H. Moss,
Gen. And. 5, Hughes, Juidge W T Wood,
Hon, James M. Hoghes. Col. Henry L. Routt,
Sehran G, Sneed, Fsi. Abratam Shafer, Fsj,

WARS,

For the Indian # Brack Hawk War,” in 1832, several companies of militia
were urnished frow this county. They had scarcely reached the lowa line
when the war terminated, and the militia returned, licing absent abowt four
weeks.,  Lewis |0 Wooads, cow and for many years a resident of this county, was
a Colonel in charge of several companies from Clinton County furnished fur this
war,

For the Indian  HEATHERLY WaR," in 1830, two companies of militia were
sent oul, one under Smith Crawford, Captam—and the other, the * Liberty
Blues,” under David 1. Atchison, Captain, and both wander the command of
Shubael Allen, us Colonel. They were in service only cighteen daps, and had
ne engngement.

The dedication, in 1831, at Independence, Missouri, by Juseph Smith, of a
site for a new Morsan Temple, brought to this part of Missouri a large number
of Mormons, who hecame involved in guarrels with the people, and in conflicts
with mobs,  The Mormons were successively driven from Juckson and Clay
Counties, and finally settled at Far West, Caldwell County, where violence and
outrages continued, and persons were killed on both sides.  Finally, in 1836,
the Mormans, with arms, assembled in large bodies, furtified their towns and
defied the officers of the law, The conflict assumed the character and propor
tions of civil war,  The militia of Clay and other counties was called out by the
Governor.  Bat a conflict was prevented by allowing the Mormons to leave the
State.

For the # MExicas War," in 1846, Clay furnished one compuany of one hun-
dred and nine men, that formed a part of Col, Doniphan's Regiment, and left
the county in May, 1846, The following are their names :

0. P. Moss, Capt.
L. K. Sublette, 15t Lient,
* James H, Moss, 2nd Lieut,
Thomas Oyden, 3red L
* Thomas McCarty, Ist Ser,
James Long, znd Sergt.

Wm. Wallis, 3rd Sergt.

A. K. MeClintock, 4th Serge.

Greorge H. Wallis, 15t Corpl
* Carrol] Scapgs, znd 5

John 5, Groam, 3rd +

* Martin Cloud, 4th *
PRIVAT.

* Abraham Estes, Hugl. Raobert Fleming. Wm. Pence,
Henry Amans, Fleming, Josiah

* John Brisco. - Lunter. * Peter C. Pixlee.
Wm. Beal, * Hiram Green. FPendletsn.
Wash Hell, Carroll Hughes. * Pendegrass,
James Barns, Blksith,  # John T. Hughes. * Martin Ringo.
James Burm, Willard P. Hall. b Aioallo. Rudel,

* Burton. * Duoc. Hall, * Roht. Sherer.

* James Cooper. * James Hall, John Shouse,

* Smith Cumins, . John I Holi, Juhn Story,
Wash Crowley. * Bailor Jacobs, James Sites.

* Ed. Crabster, Newton Cunningham Scott.,

# John Christy. And. Joh. * james Saunders,
Tumes 8 * John Lard. Thas, Stephenson,

TRIVATES —Concluded.

# Rufus Cox, W, o | Addison Smith,

f Allen * * James Lamar. * Shelton Samuels,
W Camphell. & Letchworth. # Jos, Sanderson,
Hiram Chaney. Richard Long, * W Snowden.

* Paley Carpenter. Dick Long. | + Riley Stouit.
Hudson Clayton, McNeice, Joshua Tillery,
Wash W. Diew. * Wesley Martin, Heury “*

* Harvey Darneal, Eli Murray. . ‘Thompson,

* Matt, Duncan. Dewilton Moshy. And. Tracey,

* Wi - James Melice, Thos. Waller.

* Thea, = ohn ], Moare, * Wm. Wells.

* Abraham Miller.
Benj. W. Marsh,

* James Wills.

Riley Everett,
Hardin Warren,

Henry Ellis.

Harvey English. # Albert McQuidely. John -
* Spencer Faubion, Richard A. Neeley, * Gideon Woed
* Mait. Franklin, John Nash. James York
Riley Frunklin, “  Neal, | * lohn =
* John Findl * Edw. Owens. | * Jack Laidlow. {Cal'd.)
Thos. Fielding. Jesse Price. | Capt, Serv't,
* Now Dend.
1 Deserved.

In 1847, this State furnished five hundred additional men for the Mexican
War commanded by Major W, Gilpin, Henry L. Routt, Adjutant,

lturing the LATE CIVIL WAR the peace and prosperity of the county was
greatly interrupted by a sort of guerilia and predatory warfare ; but the only
engagement that occarred here that can be called a banle was at ' Blue Mills
Landing,"” September 17, 1861, hetween about seven hundred Federals and some
Confederates in ambush, The Federal loss was twemy killed and fifty
waounded.

Clay County furnished a large number of volunteers, principally to the Con-
federate army, hut with the close of war bath Federal and Confederate returned
to their homes from the tented field, and mingled in the peacelul pursuits and
social walks of life, forgetting and forgetiul of the awful and terrible conflict
just ended,

RESOURCES.

Clay County eontains 257,066 acres.  The southern half is timber land, much
of it heavily timbered,  About oae-6fth of the north half is prairie land.  The
timber includes all the varieties of oak, hard and soft maple, black walaur,
hickory, cottonwood, linden, cherry, hackberry, elm, ash, honey locust, syea.
more, coflee-tree and sumac.  Limestone suitable for ordinary building purposes
amil for making lime is found everywhere, Some sandsone is Tound along the |
hiaffs, The coanty is traversed hy Fishing River, Hig Shoal and Smiths Fork |
of Platte, and their tributarics, ‘These with numerous springs, and the warer |
easily obtained by wells, gives abundance of water for all purposes.  The soil |
is dingly fertile and productive, adapted to the growth of all the cereals, '
grasses, hemp and tobacco,

The average yield, per acre, is of corn 4o, wheat 18, oats 35, rye 20 bushels,
of hemp goo, tobacco 1,000 pounds. Tn 1876 there was produced of wheat
222,416, corn 1,975,793, cals 35,634, and rye 42,791 bashels, of lobacco 260,-
gih, and wool 63,833 pounds; of bay 4,041, and hemp 1,080 tons, and of
wine 8320, and molasses 23,023 gallons, Fruits common o this latitude, and
many varieties of grapes are grown, and are receiving special attention from
many of our frmers.

‘The wealth valoation in 1870 was $8,000,000, and the assessed valuation of
1870 is 84,458,371,

The enure debt of the county, $240,000, i+ funded, and will be redoced in
1877 to about $225,000.  The debt is in ten per ceat. interest bomds, on which
the conpons run oul in 1880, and sell al o premium of three to fve per cent.
County warrants are paid as issued,

The expenses of the county have been for 1822, 263,88 ; for 1847, 82,000,
1g; for 1857, 34.021.00, and for 1876 (oot including $25,000.00 interest paid),
§20,184.73.

‘While the population has been, in 1830, 5338 ; in 1840, 8282; 1850, 10,
332; in 1860, 13,0235 in 1870, 15,5643 in 1876, 15,320 the reil popula-
tien has been, in 1830, 895 in 1840, 1,909 ; in 1850, 2,747; in 1860, 3,495 ;

in 1870, 1846 ; in 1876, 1,623,
TOWNS IN CLAY COUNTY,

LiBERTY, the county-seat on the Kansas Uity line of the H.and 5t J. R. R
fourteen miles from Kansas City, three and a hall miles north of the Missouri
River and Liberty landing depot of the St L, K. and N. K. W, was laid
oot in 1822, incorporated a town in 1829, and a city in 1851, and contains about
eighteen hundred inhibitants, The strects are newly and well macadamized, and
the p are g 1y sul ial and good,  Forest and ornamental trees
extend along the sireets and intersperse the city. It has five churches, the Bap-
tist, Christian, Methodist, Preshyterian and Catholic, alss four dry goods, three
drisg and five grocery stores, one book store, one clothing store, three merchant
tailoring stores, twe tin and stove stores, lwo Aouring and woalen mills, two
wagon and plow factories, one foundry and machine shop, four blacksmith and
carriage shops, two banks, two hotels, two newspapers, one marble yard, a pho
tograph gallery. and an elegant pablic hall. The chied objects of interest are its
colleges elsewhere named—UOdd Fellows and Masons each own halls here.
Liberty has a bonded debt of $50.000.

Missouns City, on the north hank of the Missouri River and on the 5t L.,
K. C.and N. R. W, is seven miles southeast from Liberty, and twenty-one east
from Kansas City, and was incorporated in 1839, It has two churches, six
stores, a bank, a fAouring and saw mill, 2 hotel and a tobaces factory, It is the
principal shipping point in the southeast part of the county.  Population about
six hundred.

Kearsey, on the H. and St ], R R, nine miles north from  Liberty, incor-
porated in 186, contains thres churches, eight stores, a flouring mill and a
hotel.  Population about five hundred,

SMITHVILLE, filteen miles northwest from Liberty, has six stores, a black-
smith's shop, a hotel, and a fine water flouring and saw mill.  Population about
two hundred,

Hagiem, on the north bank of the Missouri River, opposite Kansas City,
connected with it by the H, and 5t R. R, Bridge, and a steam ferry, has 2 pop-
ulation of about one bundred and fifty. Rowserrsos, Hour, Arsorn {Blue
Eagle) and Misaviti® (N, M, Junction} are small towns on the H. and = ],
K. R and the remaining towns of the county are Barey, Greenvicie (Clay-
tonville), Goaseyvitie (Paradise), CLavsvitLe | Prospect fill), FRATHERVILLE
and Moscow,

EDUCATIONAL,
PUBLIC ScHOOLS are in successfol operation in every part of the county, and
are sustained and fustered with a liberality and heartiness that is certainly in-
dicative of an intelligent people, deeply and earnestly interested in posterity and
the futare of therr coantry.
The Public school fusd at interest is f42,420.00 Colored schools in operation
The value of Punkic school pr pertyis 55,06.00 White persom of school age
Faid far trachers wages yearl O i
33.33 Average yea

Average T, salary, mabe anendance
ol talala 57 Average mw{ oF each schaok
59

Schoal henses in the coanty
hite sceools im operat
Avurage cost, per day, for each scholar's tuition.....seven and foar-fifth cents,
The Liberty Public School building was erected and farnished in at @
cost ol about £15,000.00, and is justly reganded as a school of high merir.
Tue CarvoLic CoNvent Acapemy, conducted by the “ Sisters of Hamility
of Mary,” was organized in 1872, at Liberty, and is provided with an elegant
new two-story edifice.  The school is in a prosperous condition, and merits a
hearty support.

CLAY SEMINARY.
This high school for young ladies is the out-growth of along, ic and

| Mrs. Luey A. Love,

West, was founderd in 1854 by James Love, who, with the assistance of his wife,

a 1 the school uni pedly fur twenty i
years, embiracing the period of the civil war until 1864, and made for the instito-
tion o most honurable name and recard.

Under the auspices of the Baptist Church, 1834, J. T, Davis opencd * Liberty
Female College,” and in 185¢ was succeeded by Rev. J. B, Toombs. In 1864
Clay Seminary and Liberty Female College were consolidated into one school,
under the presidency of B, R. Vinyard, succeeded in 1867 by Rev. X, X, Buck.
ner, and he, in 186g, by Rev, A, Machet, In 1874, Rev. A}
sent principal, assumed charge of Clay Seminary, under whose
continued until the present time, in 2 very prosperous condition,

WILLIAM JEWELL COLLEGE.

This is ome of the early established institations of Clay County, and the chiel
ornazeent of Liberty. It was founded, in 18409, by the Baptist denomination of
Missouri. acting through their Greneral Assoclation, and was named in honor of
D, W, Jewell, of Boone County, one of the principal contributors to its en-
dowment, The College edifice, regarded as one of the in the West, wag
completed in 1854, and, with the grounds, is valued at $75.000. The location
is beautiful, and the hmiscaé)e view from the College Hill, on rich farm-seats in
every direction, hill and valley, the Missourd River in the distance, with frequent
trains of two of the great railways of the West, is magnificent,

The present endowment of the College is over $100,000, but a considerable
part of it is in lamds as yet unproductive. Rev. E, 5. Dulin, D.D,, LL.I., the
first President, was succeeded, in 1854, by Rev. Robert 5. Thomas, A M., and he
hy Rev, Wm. Thompson, LL D, in 1857. In 1868, Rev. Thomas Rambout,
LD, LE.D,, became President, a1 which time, and chiefly through his exertions,
the Jeremiah Vardeman School of Thenlogy was added to the College, with a
special endowment of $40.000. Since 1873, Rev. W. K. Rothwell, DD, as
Chairman of the Faculty has been Acting President, Within the last year the
office of Chancellor has been created anrg‘ filled by Rev. W, Pope Yeaman, I Db,
wha has in charge the endowment and the ﬁmmu(iun of the general interests and
growth of the institution,  The officers of the Board of Trustees are Hon, . B.
Wornal, President; |. L. Peak, Esq., Treasurer. and Hon. D. C. Allen, Secret
tary, The College i3 organized in schools, on the same plan as the University of
Vieginia, and rigidly mamiains a high standard of scholarship.  The Faculty is
compesed of Rev W Yeaman, [0.D., Chancellor ; Rev, W_R. Rathwell, D_D.,
Professor of Moral Philosophy and Theology; K. B Semple, A.M., Professor
of Latin and Greek; J. G. Clark, A.M., Professor of Mathemaics R. Eaton-
Ph.Dn, Professor of Natural Science; Rev, A, J. Emerson, A rincipal of
Preparatory Department.  Students, 159,

11)1:‘2 Caollege is provided with a very complete Apparatos, Library and Reading

Room. The twa | y Societies publish a monthly magazine of sixty-four
pages, entitled % T1 J’:WKI'L'" T'he very forunate location of this Callege, the
numbers and wealth of the denomination pledged to its suppost, its steady growh,
and the high rank it has taken and maintained, give assurances to reckon and re-
gard it one of the leading Universities of the great West.

CHURCHES.

Tue Recurar Barrists built the first church in the county in 1822, a log
building, one mile East from Liberty, and this, and M1, Pleasant on Fishing River,
organized in 1823, and thewr stone church in Liberty, organized in 1828, were
their first charches, and their first preachers were Henry Hill, Wm, Thorp, John
Edwarids, and John Atkins, “This denomination now has eight houses of worship,

Tue Baprist (Missionary). The three oldest churches of this denomination
are New Hope, Liberty and Providence, all organized some time prior to 1843,
It nuw has twelve houses of worship and 1300 communicants in the county.

T Catiionic CHURCH held it firss service in Liberty, in 1845, Father Her-
nard Dionnelly officiating.  Its house of worship was erected in 1847, its parson-
age in 1870, and its Academy building in 1872, Membership, jo0.

Tue CHrIsTIAY CHURCH. The first division of the Baptist Church that re-
salied in this new charch, of Christians, was made and organized August 8ih,
1833, by Zacharial and Howard Evereit, Jonathan Reed, John Thompson, John
Lewchworth, James Kuykendall and athers,  Hut the Christian Church properly
was organized by Elder Augustus A. F, Payne at Liberty in 1837, and now has
thirteen churches in the county, and numbers 1,550 members,

Tur Mernovst.  The first religious services were held in this county in 1520,
Ly this church by Elder Harris, generally at private houses, in groves and ander
arbors.  The church st Liberty was organized in an early day; the number of
15 churches in the county now being nine

THE CUMBERLAND PRESEVTERIANS built their first church in 1326, near Winn,
in Gallatin Township, Robert I). Morrow, DL, being their pastor at that time,
Number of churches now, §; members, 300

Tue Presavrekiany CHUken was organized in o grove near Liberty, August
29, 1829, by Kev. H. Chamberlain; the Elders then elected were Robert Elliott
James McWilliams and W, Modrel,

NEWIPAPERS,

(Juite a number of newspaper enterprises has been attempted in the County,
all of which can not now be coumerated,  * The Far West,"' founded in 1836,
was edited by Peter H. Burnett,  * The Western Journal,” founded in 1841, was
edited Ly Leader & Ridenbaugh, *The Liberty Bannes," founded in 1843,
was edited by Henry 1. Koun and T, W, W, I reey.  * The Western
Pioneer," founded in 1844, was owned by Wm, Ridenbaugh and edited by
Benjanun Hays, * The Democratic Platform,"" founded in 1853, was owned by
]';nute. T, V. Thompson and edited by Robert 5. Kelly,  * The Clay County

lag," founded in 15&:? was edited by C. Denny Dickerson. *The Liberty
Weekly Union,” founded in 1867, wa: edited by Sallyards & Sons, * The Clay
County Democrat,” founded in 1870, was edited by Holloman & Bowman, suc-
ceeded by Howman & Simons. Al the above-named were published at Liberty,
At Missouri City, ** The Richfield Monitor,” founded in 1355, was published
by James C. Verrees.  Other papers have be:n published there by George W.
Withers, T 1. Holloman and others. At Keamey, * The Sentinel,” founded
in 1875, had a brief existence,

The only publications of the County now are the * Liberty Tribane, * The
Advance ™ and “ The Jewell” The Tribune is a weckly new: , founded
April 4, 1846, by its present veteran editor, Robert H, Miller.  The Tribune
always presents a clean and handsome face, expressing jusi such news as should
be contained in o country town paper, makin% no vain attempe at literary
smartness and putting on na metropolitan airs,  Throngh thirty continuous years
Mr. Miller has stood by the Tribune, through good and evil report, and has justly
earned for it and himself the succes and good name that they each enjoy. ¥ The
Advance " is also a weekly newspaper, founded February 4, 1875, by its pre-
senl editor George E. Patton, assisted by Thomas W. Frame.  These young men
make their paper spicy, incisive and newsy, and deserve for it and themselves
the ! and popularity so unhesitatingly given our people. “ The
Jewell,” founded in 1873, published monthly by the * Literary Union " of Wm.
Jewell College, is claimed to be the largest Col Journal west of the e
sippi and is sen'gued to give a record of education progress all over the country,
It containg articles on historical and scieptific subjects, biographical sketches,
reviews, poctry, hamor, and that kind of reading that will furnish relazation.

HONORED NAMES, i

I'roud as we are of Clay County, its growth, development and progress its grans

hi its good and i i people, of what it has been, is and promises
to be, we are yet equally proud of the honored and distinguizhed citizens she has
given to the worlll.  This was the home of Col. A W, Doniphan for thity years,
of General Dhavid R, Atchison for ten years, of Dr. Joseph M. Wood for twenty-
five years, of Hon, JTames M. Hughes for twenty years, of Col. James H. Moss for
iwenty years, of Maj. John Dougherty for twenty-five years, of Gov. Peter 11,
Burnett for ten years, of Edward M. Samuel, Esq for thirty-five years, of Hon,
James T. V. Thimyson for forty-five years, of Capt. Thomas MeCarty for thirty-
two years, of Gen'l Andrew S. Hughes for fifieen years, of Rev. Moses E. Land

persistent effort on the part of our people to provide ample facilities for higher
education and culture for their danghters. Mrs. Frances A, Peters, a5 early as
1828, established at Liberty a High School for young ladies, which she continued
to teach antilin 1838, # Liberty Female College * was organized with Gty leading

li L} i of

for years, Rev, Augustus A, F. Payne, Judge Wm. T. Wood, Benja-

min Holliday, Es). Genl. John Loughborough, and Genl. Bela M. Hughes.
CONCLUSION,

have we end

Iy, but i d to present some of the

Thus P
events and names of our beloved County. It has been tousa

citizens as stockholders, who erected a brick b s the
Judge Wm. H. Lane—which was many years used for school purposes,  Mrs.
Peters is known as the educator of many of the mothers and grandmothers of
the present generation,  From 1844 to 1840 Oliver and Hannah O. Cunningham
were in charge of the Female College, and their efforts, as they deserved, were
attended with great success, They were succeeded by G. W. Ash, and he in
1852 by the distinguished educator, Rev. E. 5. Dulin, wheo in 1854 was succeeded
by Samuel Ringo.

“ Clay Seminary,” so long celebrated as one of the best female schools in the

mere:
labor of love, and our very effort and toil has intensified our interest and extended
our desire to kaow all and record all, in a permanent history for posterity and for
all time to come.  Bat the field is too extended and not within the design of our
present task.  We have heen permitted to only explore the narrow heach, leav-
ing the wide sea itsell undisturbed. Here and there on the shore we have
gathered a few bright and beautiful shells, which being held to our ears furnished
sounds faintly representative of o deeper and grander roar of the ocean of history
that seems to extend illimitably beyond.




