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History of Mt. Vernon and Lawrence
County, Missouri

CHAPTER 1
LOCATION & EARLY SETTLERS

Lawrence county was first gettled
by white men in 1831, during which
yvear John Williaans and his son mov-
ed here from Tennessee. A nuinber
of families accompanied him from
Tennessee but on reaching the creek
and brakes near the eastern part of
the county, all hecame disheartened
and turned back except Mr. Williams
amd his son, whereupon the creel was
called Turnback, and still bears that
name,

The portion of Missouri that is now
Lawrence county was originally Craw-
ford county whieh embraced all south-
west Missouri. In 1833 is was chang-
ed to Greepe, in 1835 Barry, in 1841
1o Dade and not until 1845 was it set
aside as the county of Lawrence.
Crawford Co. was organized Jan, 23,
1829 and was named ni honor of Wm.
Crawford of Georgia candidate for
President in 1824, 'The first organi-
zation of a county called Lawrence in
1818 was never perfected, however
the present county of Lawrence was
organized by an act of the Legislature
in Feb. 1845 and its county seat Mt
Vernon was Jocated the same year.

It was named for the pallant sea
captain, James Lawrence whose last
words were, “Don’t give up the ship.”

During the time that the names of

the counties were changing, T. M.
Hickman (the father of B. T., Miss
Flora Hickman and Mrs. Grace Shep-
nard) was born on the old homestead
and this was his place of residence
until his death. So it can be truly
said that he was born, lived and died
in the same yard in three counties.

Mt. Vernon is one of the pioneer
towns of Southwest, Mo., and its
early history dates back to the year
1845. It is the county seai of Law-
rence county and is situated almost
in the exact center of the county, on
seetion 30, township 28 and range 26.

It was first decided to locate the
county seat at Salem where the first
post office was stationed, however, the
county court moved it to Mt. Vernon
considering it more centrally located
in the county; and the officials had
personal holdings here.

Perhaps it would be interesting to
know that at this time a letter cost
25 cents per sheet and if the post-
master thought more than one sheet
wag enclosed he would require the
patron to open it at the office in his
presence.  The postmaster collected
the postage from the addressee,

The land where the original town
of Mt. Vernon stands was purchased
by the county. The location was se-



lected by Larkin Newton, Elijah Gray
and Harris Joplin who were appointed
by the legislature as conmnissioners;
for the purpese. In February 1845 a
town charter or grant was oblainei|
and in May a part of the town, wus.
survevel and lail off into town lots
by John D. Allen. During the clear:
ing of the land which was tovered
with post oak, hickory, black oak and
underbrush, the following incident
will show how plenty game was ot
that date. While the surveyor and
hiz assistants “were eating their «din-
uer in the woacls, near where the pre-
sent court house stands, they leard a
report of a rifle; on investigation
found that Robert Jennings: had shct
and killed a fine larje-decr only 'a
short distance from where they were
sitting, '

Prior to 1843 the first postofiice
(whieh was named Mt. Vernon in
memory of the home of America's
firat president) was gtationed at a
farm house northwest of Mt. Vernon
now known as the Geo. Tillotson
Tarm. This land was homesteaded by
Wm. Orr, father of John A .Ovy and
trandfuther of Georpe B. Oyr. Win.
Orr reared his family there and John
A, Orr also reured his family on the
oll homestead dispesing of -this Tarm
i few years ago. Soon after the new
town began ‘ta grew the post office
was moved to the county seat therehy
«iving the town the name of Mt Ver-
non and J. M. Kelloge was appointed
Postmaster. Mr. Kellogg was the first
merchant in Mt. Vernon ereeting the
tirst building and opened a country

slove on June 1, 1345. This wus a
frame building about 16 feet square,
2 stories high and located on the
sqliare. * When the town was platteq
and the town lots put on the market
ke purchased a lot at the seuthwest
coimer of the square and moved the
builling there. Mr. Kellogg diod on
Dec. 19, 1884 in his T6th year.

On July -th, our national bitthday
is wus considered by the citizens of
Mi. Vernon an appropriale day to
teiebrale the new county. Ben were
fispatehed on horse haek to those
paris of the county havihg sg-ttle-
meits, with invitations te vvery man,
woman omd  ¢hild ty gather at the
countly seat and jcin in the flrst t-
of July eelebration ever hell in Law-
rence county ¢r this neck o' the weods
All Lawrence countly was aut Mt Ver-
nan en the specifidd day. There wers
1o other houses than Kellogy's. prim-
itive store building and the vahin of
Wi AL Mauatthews, so inviting booths
were congtivcted of poles, covered
with branches of trees, so that neo
ome - was uncomfortable. The day
was eelebrated:with a “barbecne’ and
“bran  danee.” A bountiful and
sumptuous repast ,wag -provided - for
all, consisting of whole roasted or bar-
becue:dl oxen, sheep,. pigs, ete., and all
other goorl things then procurabie.

Mrs, Loven K. Wright was the. first
baby bérn in:Mt.  Vernen and - was
named ESarah Margret Matthews. She
wis born - March 14, 1845 in a log
cabin wlich stood where the Mt. Ver-
noi: Lumber Co. office is now. Her
father cleared. o pateh. and huilt this



cabin when he and his family eanme
here in 1841, Sarah Margret was
the only infant present at this cele-
hration and bran dance and was very
populay with both voung and old. Mr.
Jim Kirby was then a young man and
le asked to hold the baby. She was
dressed in pink calico and red [lannel
according to the fashion of that time.
Her father Wm. Matthews and some
other generous soul purchased a bar-
rel of brown sugar as a spécial treat
to the crowd and everyone enjoyed
the swect to the fullest.

The 4th of July oration was deliv-
ered by Buck Whann who was then
an itinerant pedagopgue.  After the
cration and dinner were over the bran
dance was inaugurated in which the
“‘elite” of the new county took part.
This is the preparation made for the
bran dance: A plot of groumd was
cleared off, leveled down and made
hard and smooth, then a layer of one
or two inches of wheat hran wus
scaltered over the surface and the
halircom was declared completed and
ready for the dancers. The music con-
sisted of a single vielin and Dick
Chitwood was the performer thereon.
He could play only two airs, “Rye
Straw and “Chicken pie” and he play-
ed these alternately. Perhaps no
other time or place was a danee more
universally enjoyed and appreciated.
The plot of ground on which they
danced is' where our present court
house stands.

In 1B45 the Union Hote! was built
and opened by Wm. M. Matthews and
was continually used as a hotel for

many years and kept by Mrs. Sally
Matthews, widow of the original pro-
prietor. This building stood where
the T, A. Miiler Lumber yard was af-
terwards loeated. During the Civil
wuarr Mrs. Matthews would ring  the
big bell that hung over the hotel to
wurn the citizens when it was thought
the Relels were coming. In case of
fire this bell was rung. (This was
back in the days of the bucket brig-
gade.) Also this bell was tolled
when a funeral procession was on its
way to the city cemetery.

Mt .Vernon wuas inecorporated as z
town Feb. 9, 1848 and as the city of
Mt. Vernon under the act of Nov. 4,
1857. At this time N. B. Hocker
vsas named mayor but the first may-
or elected for Mt. Vernon was John
M. Skinner, serving from 1884-88.
Wn. M. Matthews was justice of the
peace and from 1847 to 1854 married
eleven couples.

In 1846 Mt. Vernon contained the
families of Wm. Matthews, Dr. Kelly,
Pleasant M. Wear, T. R. Whaley, J.
M. Kellogg, B. Gaither and B. K.
Turk. Mr. Turk was not married at
that time. He erected a black-jack
cithin south of the square and for four
vears he shoed horses, with steel-teed
shoes for $1.00 and plain shoes for
7b cents. Mr. Turk was a tanner by
trade. He died in 1918 at the age
of 87.

Harrison Haley was a pioneer mer-
chant of Mt. Vernen coming here in
1845. Wm. A, McCanse came to Mt.
Vernon in 1847 and clerked for Mr.
Haley. Mr. Haley and Mr. MeCanse



were partners in the mercantile ln‘lsi-
ness in the eaxly 50’s. Uncle Billy
AeCanse, a5 he was Mmare familiarly
known, was married in 1862 to Miss
Catherine Newman by Matthew; Ay
vington, M. G. He and Win. Gay were
the tirst to have carpets and parlor
furniture in their homes. The men
went to St. Louis and Mr. MeCanse
bought a carbet, = marble top center
table and a-horse hair upholstered
patlor set. Mr. Gay purchusétl B pm.'-
lor set, curpet and melodeon. It is
#aid that folks would come to town
eipecially to see these parlors.

About 1862 Thomas Stringer own-
i n wagon amd carriage shop which
was located” just west and south of
the J. A, Cochran and Mis. Harvey’s
praperties . In 1863 ~Mr. Stringer
was aceilently shot and killed while
hunting. !

In 1852 Dale Burton moved his
family te Mt. Vernon and established
& cabinet shep, making furniture and
coffins.

The settlers came 1moslly from
Tennessee, Kentucky, Indiana and
Virginia with a few from almost
every state east of the Mississippi.

Jesse [, Duncan and George Dun-
can opened the first store and sold
the first goods that were sold in the
territory now forming Lawrance coun-
ty. Their place of business was at
the McKenzic Spring on Spring Riv-
er about 8 miles west of Mt Ver
non. They sold geads there during
the years 1833-34-335.

John Willims and his family were
the first settlers coming here ju the

full ot L1231 from Tennesses. My,
Wiilinms settled on land threo mileg
cast ot Mt Vernon wid his farm is
still in the Lmily, owned by the John
MeCunse estate,  'Two grent prand-
chiklren of the fivst settler, livine in
Mt. Vernon today  are Henry Me-
Canse amd his  sister, Mrs. Avthuy
Jolnson,  Alio Mrs. Lerens MceCange
Richardsen and Lawrence Henry Me-
Cunse (brother aml sister) and  the
chiliddlven of Henry MeConse, are the
areal creat wramdehiklren of  Joln
Williants  and  live in Mt Vernon.
Henry 1. Willilams and Mis. M. V,
Kirby (eousing) are prand ehildren of
this first settler and live here,
During the lupse of time between
183t (the first seitlifig of this coun-
ty) and 1931 {(one hundred yeurs,)
s wenerntion have existed and come
forwinl, ) )
Numing for example some of (i
reel lineage of Judge John Willinms
the first settler of Lhe coupty. John
Williams, father; Mrs. Martha Wil
limms, Robert, daughter; Mrs, D. V.
Roberts Kirby, grand-daughter, Mys.
Hattie Kirby Owen, great-grand-
daughter, Mrs, Leila Owen Jennings,

great-preat-graml (Iaught_er; Shirley
Owen Jennings, great-great- great

grand-daughter, The last four name:d
aré living aml Mt. Vernon is their
place of residence. Mis. Kirby is
ninety-one years of uge and Shirley
Owen Jennings is three, years old.
Another direct line of descent of
this first scttler, making seven aen-
erations which has existed and come
Terward in one hundred years is John



Williams, father; »Mrs. aMrtha Wil-
liams Roberts, daughter; Mrs. Martha
Vietoria Roberts Rirby, grand-daught-
er; Mrs. Ora Kirby Helm, great-
sraml-daughter; Mrs. Nelle Helm Har-
vey, great great-grand- daughter; Mis
Rose Ora Harvey Jomes, great-great-
oreat-grand-danghter and Viola Mar-
je  Jones  greai-great-great -great-
grardl-danghter, The last five named
are living at this time. Mrs. Kirby
lives in Mt. Vernon, Mo., and the last
four resite in California.

James M. White who came here the
same year, 1831, seltled where the
town of Verona is, and headed a di-
rect line of five generations, namely:
James M. White, f{alher; Mrs. Savuh
White Marbut, daughter; Wm. New-
ton Marbut, grandson; Mrs. Dorothy
Marbut Hill, great grand-daughter,
and John William and Robert Brooks
Hill, great great grand-sons. Mu.
Marbut is one of Mt. Vernon's trug-
gigts  and Mrs. Hill and family lve
near Mt, Vernon.

CHAPTER 11

COURTS AND LEGAL PROCEEDINGS

It might be interesting te know
semething about the origin and ear-
liest procveedings of the county's gov-
c¢rnment.

Mt. Pleasant ,the first town es-
tahlished southwest of Springfield,
wag the county seal of Barry county
from 1835-40.

When the county seat queslion was
presented to the pioneers of Bary
cne party wanted it at Sarcoxie, then
called Centerville, the other al Pre-
wett's Creek, later called Clear Creek.
'he Prewitt Creek -people succeeded
after a long strife, and the town of
ATt. Pleasant was established almost
two miles west of what is now elirce
City. The first meeting of the coun-
1y court of Barry was held at Mt
Pleasant Feb. 4, 1885 when the fol-
lowing ortder was made: “"We the jud-
wes commissioned by the Governonr,
and authorized to select a place for

holding courts of justice for the
county of Barry, do hereby select o
place on Clear Creek owned by Wm,
Cuapps. for said purpose, said piace to
be ealled and known by ithe name of
Mt. Pleagant.” This order was signe:l
by Samuel Vaughn, then living near
what iz now Cassville; JTohn Williams,
the first settler near Mt. Vernen anil
Thrmas B. Arnett. one of the first
zettlers on Clear Creelk, county jud-
ges. James M. Williams was appoint-
ed  eounty clerk; Geo. M. Gibson,
sheriff; Tames Mayfield ,assessor anu
Gideon B3, Hemlerson, treasurer. The
first term of the county court was
onened at Mt. Pleasant Feb. 16, 1855,
and periodical meetings were held at
Cann’s house.

The first publie building erected
within the original Barry county was
that at Mt. Pleasant within the pre-
sent boundaries of Lawrence county.



Perhaps it woukl be interesting lo
know the construction of the first
court house in the foviginal ~ Barry
county where our courts were held
until the county of Lawrence was
established and its seat of justice Mt.
Verpon located in 1845. Work on the
new court house at Mt Pleasant was
in progress in Feb. 1837. The order
of Feb. Tth reads as follows: “Qurder-
el that Jas. M. Williams he appoint-
ed agent for the completion of the
court house as follows, towit: indoors
shutter, case and face a window to be
cut cut, sash to contain six lights fas-
cd and evased amd a shutter to cover
said window; chinked and daubed anc
pinted chimney, run out with stick
and c¢lay, back harth and jams of
stone; lock and key to the door,
stand for the judge, benches to be
maid of 2 inch oak plank 12 inches
wide to extend all around the house,
judge’s seat to be banistered round,
and reom enough for clerk’s table
and the clerk is ordered to advertise
amd let the same out to the lowest
hidder giving ten days previous net-

ice.” In 1838 John Mulkey was al-
lowed 332.00 for his work on the
louse,

The first county court was held at
the eabin of R. B. Tuylor two and one
half miles northeast of Mt. Vernon
o April7, 1845. Nothing of great
note was transacted at this session
but at the next meeting early in May
W. H. .Btroud wa sappointed com-
missioher of the seat of justice, and
at tie same term Larkin Newton, Eli-
Jah Gray and Harris Joplin were al-

lowed ten dollars each
the county seat.

The first eireuit cowrt was held ot
George White's house (later Lnown
as the Lev. John E. Fenton farm)
one mile west ol Mt. Vernon, Oct. 90
1846, with Chas, 8. Yaney presiding.
At this  time the decds of gift by
John Hamilton and Sampson Wright
and the Jdeed of Wude Strowd werg
presented for approval. which decren
of approval was ordered to be corti-
fied to the county eourt. The first
indictment was against Ethan Brewn
lor selling goods without license.

The first marriage on recorl in
Lawrence county, was thal of Fron
P. Wilkes and Eliza Wilks ,March §,
1845, hy Jesse M. Wilks, Elder C. €.

The fivst ivoree granted was that
of Wm. Jennings {from his wife, An-
na in April 1848,

The {irst trial for murder wag ha's)
Sept. 1847 arainst Wayne Oliver for
the murder of Montgemery Means;
the verdict, “not guilty.”

The Justices of the Peace appeint-
ed in 1845 were W. H. Stroud, John
I"ooshee, Elijah R. Hurley and Geo.
T. Taney of Mt. Vernon Township;
Peter M. Swatzell and Joel Smith of
Vineyard; Oliver Woods, G. M. Gib-
son and Carver Gunn of Spving Riv-
er; Thomas Eubauks of Ozark; Wm.
Hamilton, Matthew Dunegan and
Javomire Baldwin of Grecne; Henry
Foats of Mt. Pleasant; Henry Me-
Mullln, Jacoh Burger, Goolsherry Kir-
by and Daniel Wan for Ozark.

In August 1845 John Fooshes was
appointed  superintendent  for the

for locating




ccurt house and jail to be erected in
Mt. Vernon. On May 4, 1846 the
court liouse was completed and ready
for use and in June 1844 the jail was
reported completed. The court house
was a frame building about 18 feet
wide and 30 feet long two stories high
and was used as a court house until
1855 when a new brick structure was
erected. The first court house stood
on the lot Jjust west of the present
jail and after u new court house was
built it was remodeled for a dwelling
and millinery shop and was occupied
by Mrs. Syrena Booth. In later years
it was used as a Llacksmith shop. The
first jail was built of hewn logs ten
inches square closely fitted together,
then an outer wall was built in the
same manner of like materials, huilt
so as to leave aspace of 6 inche: he-
iween the walls and this space was
Tilled by logs 6 inches thick set vor-
tically. The floors above and below
were made of hewn timber ten in-
ches thick with an additional cover-
ing of ¢ne inch oak plank nailed down
on the timbers, the nails heing driven
one inch apart all  over the floow
There were two smail openings on
the east and west sides about 12 in-
ches square secured by heavy prat-
ings. The entrance was made thrz a
trap door from abeve, in the zenter
nf the building, by means of a ladder
which was withdrawn when anycre
was put in jail . It was used as the
rounty jail until 1853 when it was
burned down by a prisoner confined
init. In 1855 a new court hous: was
built. This building was erected at a

eost of 37,000 and was constructed of
brick; with stone foundation, sills
el lintels. It was 50x60 feet square
three sturies high and was built in the
venteyr of the square. The third story
was built b ythe Order of Free Mas-
ons and was divided inlo two halls
Al one room was rented to, and oc-
cupied by, the Independent Qrder of
Oulcl Tellows. This building was con-
demned and torn down about 1899,
The third anl present cowt hotge,
which adorns the center of the sauare
is & beautiful stone strueture and was
completed in 1901 at 2 cost of 350,-
G00.

In 1868 another jail was built, =2
small brick, and is still in use as a
part of the dwelling just west of the
telephone building.

In May 187, a third jail was erect-
cd it being a fiveproof strueture; the
Juil proper is built  of yellow stone
brought from tke Marionville guarries
and is still in use as the county jail.

The first county officials of Law-
rence county and iheir respeetive of-
Tices were: Representative, F. R, M-
i'udl, 1845-48. County court justicea,
Juseph Schooling, Joseph Rinker and
F. B. Tayloxr, 1845-1844; probhate
jurlge, R. H. Landrum, 1862-1870.
From the organization o fthe county
court Lo the first of January 1867 the
enunty court had jarisdiction, At
tae November clection 1866 the first
I'robate  Judze was  elected, being
wudge Landim . Judge J. W. Hopper
was the third Probate Judge, .« ving
five succeswsive terms, from 1878 {o
1834, making 16 years. sheriff



W achinglon Smith 1846-1846; iveutt
Clerk, Thes. Hash 1845-48; County
Clerk, 8. 8. Wiiliams 18.15-48; prose-
suting attorney, Norman Gibb:, 1a72-
74. Cireuit sttorney actell as county
attorney up to 1872. County treasur-
er Geo. White 1845-48; County ns-
sassor Aaron WVinters 1845-48; Coun-
iy -ollector J. J. Cherry 1874-7G. The
oftices of :leviff and collector -vore
combined until 1864, Couniy surveyor
Joln . Allen 1845-1850; Corover W.
€. M, Wright 1845-48; sehoul com-
missioner. now called superintendent.
Jesse M. Wilks 1846-60; publie  ad-
winistrater, I.. G. Hiilhouse 1878 80;
Lacorder Cnswell T. Wear 18H2-506
Up uniil 1882 the office of vecorder
wag  colnbined with that of reiveait
clevk and the circuit clerk perfermel
the cuties of both efMicials.

In August 1854 Dr. Fish and his
wife and child were murdered and his
home burned by two negroes. This
resulted in the burning of the neg-
roes which took pluce at Carthauge.
Crowds from Arkansas, Kansuz url
Tndian Territory were there. The neo-
roes were ¢hained between two large
hosts, a eord of fagots and shavings
were Piled @r10und  them waist high
and two eolored men set the pilz on
fire. The murderers sereamad hut
soon the flames wrapped around them
and their bodies sank gradually down
in ashes. A heavy clectric starm ad-
ded to the terrors of the day and
many of the visiting women and men
died soon from the effects ot (he
journey and the sight.

The first official hanging on record

s-me years latcr, was that of Savruel
Orr a1 Mt. Vernon on May 18, 1877
by John L. Whaley sheriff of Law-
rence county. In front of the scat-
fold stood the children of the muar-
dered Davis while a great crowd of
men and wownen wathered to see the
winnlerer lavnehed into cternity. The
sealfold was evected in front of the
juil building. Owing to some ervor

he was choked slowly hefore that
erowd, taking 23 minules to dje.

Sheriff Whaley was assisted hy Flder
Lallar in the hanging. The {Tuneral
services were conducled by Revs.
Hubbard and Freeze of the Jetho-
dist and Cumberland Presbyterian
churches. Interment was muade  in
Mt. Vernon cily cemetery.

In May 1848 James McKoin was.
eranted license fur a dram shop in
Mt. Vrenon, the tax was $7.00 state
and §$7.50 county for three months
In Feb. 18585, nine years later, the
{irst oppositivn to dram shops in Mt
\ erhion was manifested; the cem or-
dered that in accord with lhe petition
of the inhabitants of ML, Vernon
municapai township no dram shop li-
cense could be issued within the sue-
cending year,

In May 1869 Dr. Linapp wu3
pointed county liguor inspeetar for
the ensuing four years. This same
year, 1869, onr county poor farm was
built.

T August 1846, James Ketloay and
Wi, Matthews were appointed super-
intendents “ur building a public well
and were also authorized to have 100
feet around the court house elenrad

ap-



-

nf trees and the <tumps cul  even
#ith the ground. This wel was just
rorth of the present court house and
was Tilled in a number of years ago.
Mt. Vernon's water supply i3 now
fursnished Ly a spring on the west side
of town, commonly known as the
“town'' spring ,amd the power house
which is located near it, pumaps  the
water over the city.

This spring and a hundred feet of
imd all around it was deed to the
inhabitants  of the County of law-
yence andl their successors forever on
May 6, 1845 by John Hamillon and
hig wile, Marzaret Hamilton. This
wag a parl of the lund Mr. HMamilton
nad entered in 183%.

On June 19, 1897 Lawrence coun-
ty leased this spring aml land te the

eity of Mt Vernon for the purpore
ol ereeting o water works plant  to
supply the city and citizens of raid
cily with water for five, mechanical,
public and Jdomestic uses,

Said lease to cxpire June 10, £500.
This spring is situated on the north-
enst quarter of the southeast cuarie:
of Fection 25, Township 2% ran:w
27, near the nerth line of said quart-
ar.

The latest marviage licenze to dale
ivsuedd for a Mt. Vernon couple was
that of Miss Lorene Shelton and A
Alhert Mason, June 20, 1931.

The last names recorded wiy wern
granled a divoree at the last t o of
the county court of Lawrence county
is that of Eyma Blanchawnl vs 1L O.
Bianchard, May 6, 1931,

CHAPTER [

CHURCHES AND CHURCH
ACTIVITIES

The earliest rcligious sorviees in
Mt. Vernon weer conducted by cir-
cnit riders and date back to 1847. The
M. E. church south of Sarcoxie may
he said to have been founded in 18-
37 and in 1838 it was made a circuit
station. In 1847 this circuit was di-
vided inte Mf. Vernon and Carthage

and through the hospitality of Maj-

or Wear his home was always for
these ministers a ‘stopping place.” The
vireuit riders used saddle bags  in-
stead of grips or suit cases. The first
court house was used as a placz  of
worship at an early date as well as

the county seat of justice. The ear-
liest religious services in the county
date back te 1836. When Revs. A AL
Young and T. M. Johnson arrvived in
the Southwesi in 1836, they found
Revs, Buchanan, McCord and Blair
in possession of Lhe ministerial fiel:l.
Tn the fall of that year the Ozark
Presbyterian church ,was held at Al-
ford Meore’s house on Spring River
in what was called Barry county at
that time, In the spring of 1837 A.
A, Young moved to a point near Ve-
rana and in Oct. 1839, the Spring
River church was organized with



Rev. Young as pastor. He resided
there until his death which occurred
in 1880. 1In the fall of 1864 Revs. C.
C. Williamson and R. J. Simms ad-
vertised a revival meeting to be held
at Mt. Vernon. Owing te Price's
raid the preachers failed to appear,
however Ilev. A. A. Young (known as
“Unele Young”) took charge of and
conducted the services, (the male
members of his congregation all be-
ing armed,) and won a hundred con-
in Oect. 1887 a meeling was called
to consider the cuestion of organiz-
verts.
ing a Cumberland Presbyterian ¢hurch
in Mt. Vernon. In November Wm. A.
MeCanse, F. M. Lebow, R, H. Land-
rum, S. E. Roberts and  others
incorporators  organized the C. P.
church now merged with the Presby-
terian. The Tot on which the present
church stands is the original location
and was a gift of Wm. A deCanze
who (departed this life some years ago.
The Baptists began their church
building in July 1869. The Baptist
Sunday school at Mt. Vernon was or-
ganized in April 1874 with Elder
Powell, W. M. Peck, John Cecil, W.
N. Davis and Wm. Decker officers. At
this time time the Methodist Sunday
school was reorganized .

The first Methodist Episcopal
church house in Mt. Vernon was built
in 1869, Rev. A. McClitock being the
pastor in charge., Mr. Emery Wright
and Dr. Bloan were two of the chief
Lrometers,

Two local preachers who were
quite acceptable eame to the com-

wmunity in 1868. They were J. E.
Fenton and J. S. Estep. Father
Fenton continued to preach until his
ninety-seconsd year, and died at the
age of ninety-three vears past. The
corner stone of the present church
was laid in 1891.

The M. E. church South in Mt,
Vernon was built about 1898 und Rev
H. C. McPherson was its first pastor,

Some of the chief promeoters of
ithis church werve:

Benjamin K. Turk, R. C. Sedwick,
Juidge Hurley Price Hickman, M. C.
Dowdy and Jaeob Reop. In 1916 this
church building was meoved to Miller,
Mo. amd is now used as a pluce pf
wetrship by the Methodist Fpiscopal
people of that city.

In 1876 a meeting was held at the
home of Mr. and Mrs. Joe P. Porter
to consider the building of a Christ-
ian ehureh. Elder E. P. Cake presid-
ed with John Teel, secretary. Mrs.
S. Booth reported that subscriptions
in eash and labor amounted to $1,-
014.80, A huilding conunittee was
appeinted comprising R. H. Landrum,
John Teel, Porter Jones, J. F. Har-
grove, A, Erickson and W. D. Full-
bright. Later Mrs. Booth, Mrs. Por-
ler, Mrs. Clay Wear, Miss Funnie
Catts and Thomas H. Jones were in-
structed to colleet all promised mon-
ey. Thig building was completed in
1878.

The Methodist chureh (colored)
was organized about 1872 with 81

members, The charter members were
Wilson Whipple, Jack Snead, Phy-
is  Pettigrew, Fhyllis Snead, Jane
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Lanagan, Clarrisa Crump and others.
At ene time they had a ladies aid
society. The lot on which the Me
thodist church (colored )stands was a
pift from Daniel Sloan.

James M. White, (grandfather of
W. N, Maxbut,) organized the first
Sunday school in the county in 1840.
Sunday schools ab that time were lo-
oked upon as schools of learning to
both old and young. On Sunday
mornings, families in the neighbor-
hood for 1miles around would rise
early, exat breakfast, do the chores
and be off to the school house taking
their dinners and boeks (usually a
Bible, Webster dictionry and a blue
buck spelling  book.) The school
houses then were built of logs, and
fhe benches of trees split open with
wogden pins in !the round edges for
legs. At noon was recess for the
children but the old people would dis-
cuss their Bibie lessons . At the pre-
per time in the evening they would
“turn out” with  the understanding
that they would meet again the next
Sunday.

Following are the officers clecled
in the year 1901 to serve in the var-
1ous Sunday schools of M1, Vernon:

Methodist—

Superintendent J. L. Lester
Assiztunt Mrs. Dr. Cravens
Secretary Dr. D. M. Fenton
Treusuyer Dr. J. W. Fenton
Organist Miss Nell Wright
Chorister F. P. Sizer
Presbyterian—

Superintendent T. E. Shriver
Assistant Dr. H. G. Voorhies

Becretary Miss Myrtle MePherson

Treasurer W. C. Trimble
Ormanist Miss Xate Bkinner
Christian—

Supevintendent J. A. Perigo
Assistant Wil! Darrvow
Secretary Mrs. B. R. Peden
Treasurer Horace Pearce
Organist Miss Dixie Whaley
Chorister Mis. M. 8. McMahan

C. P. Sunday School—
Superintendent Bamp Jennings
Asgsistant W. E. Hickman

Sceretary Miss RBess Cecil
Treasurer W. A. McCanse
Orpanist Miss Marvie McCanse
Baptist —

Superintendent Myrs. Gibbs
Assistant J. W_. Hopper
Secretary J. S. Coleman
Treasurer Mrs. H. Warren
Organist Miss Malta Williams
South Methodist—

Superintendent R. C. Sedwick
Secvetary Luther Turk
Bible Class Mrs. McFall
Clast No. 1 Mrs. Rouse

Class No. 2 Miss Edith Dowdy
Class No. 8 'Miss Kate Elmore

Among the noblest of modern Sun-
day school workers in the counly in
1888 was L. 1. L. Allen, whe lived in
Peiree City,

The church houses of Mt. Vernon
have al! been rebuilt on their original
cites,

Qur houses af worship in Mt. Ver-
non today are artistic in structure,
comfortable and some are lequipped
with baptistries, wheveas in former
years baptism by immersion wasg per-



tormed in the creek near the bridge
that leads to the Sanatorium hill.

The ministers of Mt. Vernon today
ave: Rev. W. L. Requa, M. E. chuxch
Rev. R. W. Crain , Preshyterian
church, Rev. A. E. Booth, D. D. Bap-
tist chureh, Christian church not sup-
plied, L. C. Ramsey, Assembly of
God church, M. E. (colored) not sup-
plied.

Within the past forty years Mt
Vernon has witnessed several beauti-
ful church weddings. Among these
married in the Baptist ¢hureh were.
Miss Maggie Gillingham and Mr. Eu-
phrates Boucher, Miss Jennie Wil-
linms and Mr. Chas. Guthrie, Miss
Iona Davault and a Mr. Harris of
Columbia, Me., Miss Fay Shelton and
My, Chester Johnson. Those in the M.
E. church were: Miss Myrtle Seamans
and Rev., Horace Pierce, Miss I'reda
Fenton and Mr. R. B. Harness, Miss
Frances Breeden and Mr. John Paul
King. Miss Frances Schmidtke and Mr.
Azell Morris. Miss Virginia Pierson
and Rev, James McKinley and Miss
Mary Sehnert and Mr, Joe Moove.
Those in the Presbyterian church
{then the C. P. church) fwere: Miss
Nora Milisap and My, Cayol Harriman

andl Miss Groce Fenton and Rev. Cea,
F. Harbour. Those in the German
M. E. chureh were: Miss Anna Mey-
er amd Mr. Gus A, Schmidtke who
(in 1898) was the first couple 1o be
married in this church, Misa Anna
Hoberg and Rev. H. W. Koewing,
NMiss Dina Hoberg and Rev. 0. M.
Brinkman and Miss Millie "Witthaus
and Mr. Al TLeipman. There have
been no wedding in the Christian
church in Mt. Vernon to the writer’s
knowledge. M. L. (colarel) Alpha
Omega Dieus and Rev. Rateman,

Of these the most recent wedding
was that of Miss Muary Sehnert and
Mr. Joe Moore who were married on
Thursday evening, June 27, 1829, at
8 p. m., latherine Sehnert Wilson of-
ficiating. The bride and her sister,
Miss Martha Sehnert, were knows gg
the ‘Ozark Smile Girls’ and spent one
winter in New York City studying
music and veice, Previous to Miss
Mary’s marriage they toured several
states singing oveyr various broadeast-
ing radio stations. These girls were
born and reared in the Ozarks, the
“Land of a Million 8miles” and their
genial manners and pleasant smiles
prove their land of rearing,

CHAPTER IV
EDUCATION
In- Nov. 1853 was the first order houses in the county and they were
appointing a commissioner for com- generally constructed of logs and
mon  schools; Jesse M. Wilks was without any furniture except a few
hanored with the paesition. Before rough plank benches and in

the war there were very few school

many

instances maps or black-

without
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boards. Maost of them had only a
door on one side and a single log
sawed out on the other for light and
ventilation. A huge fire place in
cne end of the building heated the
whole room.

Mt. Vernon roganized a school dis-
triet in 1866. In 1867, there were
two public schools, one was presided
over by a Mr. Wood, the other by
Mrs. Wilson in her home; Mrs. Strin-
ger’s subseription school was also well
attended. The Mt. Vernon Christian
College was in existence in 1878 with
J. R. Woodfill, president. Teachers’
Literary Association of Lawrence
county was organized Oct. 11, 1870
with W. N. Davis, superintendent of
schools, president. In 1886, W, H.
Sloan was re-clected divector and J.
T. Potier, to fill Judge Hopper's
place in the school board. At this
time the distriet voted 1o build =a
$6,000.00 school house in the old
gite; this lpcation is where the old
grade school building stinds in the
east part of town.

The land was deeded io the town
by Mr. Henry Brumback, {for the pur-
rose of a school building. Mr. Brum-
baek was 2 prominent and pioneer
lawyer of Mt. Vernon.

Mt. Vernon'’s new grade school is
now located in the gouth part of town
it is a one story brick strueture, mod-
ern in every way and was built in
1927 ut a eost of about $35,000.00.

Mrs. Harriet iWarren was one of
the early echool teachers of Mt. Ver-
non and taugh a subseription school
for primary pupils, in her home,

szbisut the year 1872.

Prior (o 1903, our high school was
limited to three years course of stud-
ies, but in 1903 the fourth course
was added making it o complete four
yvear high sehool.

Minnie Coteman (now Mrs. Robert
Hinshaw and & teacher in the schools
at Miller, Mo.} resumed her studies,
heing the first to take the fourth
course and was the only student and
graduste of the class of 1903, W. P.
Roberis was our county superinten:-
ent of schools at  that time,

A Freshman entering a higher edu-
cational institution from Mt Vernon
high school now, does so with fully
aceredited units.

The Mt. Vernon Academy was an
instiution of higher learning and was
established about 1889 under juris-
dietion of the Presbyterian church.
This institution was Jdiscontinued some
vedrs ago.

Mt. Vernon's high scheol wzs not
an approved school until about 1904,
Its first commencement exercises we-
re in 1895 and has continucd to be
an annual affair since that time.

Tts henor reoll for valediciorians and
graduates ranking high in scholarship
was begun about 1903, and this re-
cord was preserved up to 1928 when
the high school bhuilding was destroy-
cd by fire and all records, trophies
and equipment burned with it ,

The caps and gowns weéle first
worn by the elass of 1917,

The following is a partial list of
the honor graduites and their re-
spective clusses 0 near as could be



obtained from memovies: 1897—Fan-
sie Brown Turk; 1903—Minnie Cole-
man Hinshaw; 1908—Frunk Allen;
1909—Royal Sloan;  1910—Lloyd
Rutledge; 1911— John Harley; 19-
12—Ruth Pugh Johnson; 1813—
Floyd Bacon; 1914—Katherine Wil
son; 1915—Paul Sandmeyer; 1916—
Frank Banner; 1917—Daisy Jehnson;
1918—DByna Hargrove; 1919 Frances
Turk Ray; 1920—TFreda Austin Hill-
house; 1921—Mannie Horstman; 19-
22— Ruth Frances Hurley Davis; 19-
23— Antonette Mesley White; 1924-
Ben Schmidtke; 1925—Francis Horst-
man; 1926—Kenneth Garrison; 1927
— Hal Austin; 1928—Lorene Fieker;
1929—Mary Elizabeth Hickman; 19-
30—Mary Trances Patton; 1931—
Anna Lou Smith.

In the class of 1897, there were
only four and Fannie Brown Turk
made the highest average; at that
time there was no announcement of
valedictorians. . In the class of 1903,
Minnie Coleman Hinshaw (as has
heen stated before) was the only stu-
dent and graduate of this class and
the first to tuke the 4th year course
in our high school. 'The officers of
the Mt. Vernon High School Almuni
for the ensuing vear are: Mrs. Fran-
ces Ruy, Pres.; Richard Landrum, 1st
Vice Pres.; Tim Newberry, 2nd Vice
Pres.; Miss Lottie Cameron Sec. and
l.eon Pugh, Treas.

The 5th Annual Commencement of
the Mt. Vernon High school was on
April 20, 1000 at the M. E. church.
Those in the first graduation elass at
the beginning of this, the 20th cen-

tary, were: Storm Onus Whaley, May-
me Claude Johnson, Flizabeth MeLin
Tarris, Clifford Claud Robinson, Har-
vy Frazier Sedwick, Flora Edith Har-
low, Julia Edoth Dowdy. The program
for the evening was:

Invecation by Rev. G. F. Harbour,

Music by orchestra

Oration, ‘“The Import of Orginal-
ity,” Storm Onus Whaley.

Oration, ““Ships That Pass in The
Night,” Mayme Claude Johnson,
Quartette, Messrs. McCanse,

Canse, Griggs and Voorhies.
Oration, *“'The Best Service Can-
not Be paid In Gold,” Llizabeth Me-
Lin Harris,
(a) ‘““The Flatterer)

Me-

Piano: Miss
{b) “Lua Francesca,”

Miss Gertrude Guthrie.

Oration “Educational Thought,?
Clifford Claud Rebinson.

Solo, “My Old New Hampshire
Home,” Harry Rawlings.

Oration, “Ambition and its Re-

sults,” Harry Frazier Sedwick.

Oration, “Hope” Flora Edith Hap-
low.

Orchestra.

Oration, “Every Cradle Asks TUs
‘Whenee’; Every Coffin ‘Whither,”
Julia Edoth Dowdy.

Orchestra

Presentation of Diplomas, Rev. T.
E. L, Jarvis.

Benediction.

In 1901 Storm Onus Whuley, Harry
Frazier Sedwick, Flizabeth McLinn
Harris, Nelle McCanse Wright and
Katherine Work Skinner were gradu-

—



ated from the Mt. Vernon Acaulemy.
The Baccalaureale sermon wus de-
livered by Rev. J. I Bright of the
Presbyteriun chureh on Sunday, May
12¢h. The comemnegment eXercises
wera held in the Preshyterian church
{a part of the Academy huildng) on
Friday evening, May 1T7th at ecight
o'clock. The propram for the cven-
ing wis:

Invoeation by Rev. G. I*. Harbour.

Piano Duett, Misses Jean Skinner
and Marie MeCanse.

Oration, “Seclf Denial’, Storm Onus
Whaley.

Voceal solo, Miss Gertrude Guthrie
anid Mr. C. A. MeCanse,

Tiano Solo. Miss Marie McCanse

Oration, “The Power of the Hu-
man Mind,” Harry Frazer Sedwick

Voeal Solo, “I'd Lke to Henr That
Song Again,” Harry Rawlings

Mandoln iClub

O.uton, “The Path to Success,”
Nelle MeCanse Wright,

Quartette, Messrs, Cravens, Mii-
chell, MeCanse und Pearce.

Orutan, “It Might Have Been,”
Tllizabeth MeLin Harvis.

Piano Solo: Miss Minnie Connel

Voual Sole, “The Tlue and the
Gray,” Keith MeCanse.

Oration, “The World's Migrations’
Katherine Work Skinner.

Mandelin Club

Presentation of Diplomas, Rev.
John Bright.

lenediction.

Previous to 1912 ‘Mt. Vernon high
school was never heard of in athletie
viveles.  Today, however, these anl

other aetivities  off our school ranlk
among the fivst in the state. In the
yvear 1918 Coach Taylor introduced
one of the hest track sguads in  the
entire state.

Another honor came to Mt, Vernon
and Lawrence Couaty in 1918 when
Miss Byna Hargrove won the schol-
arship in Ameriean Citizenship given
hy ihe Missouri Society of Colonial
Dames of America. The value of this
schelarship was one lhousand dollars
to be used in procuring a higher ed-
ucation in the University of Missouri.
It was won in a compelilive examina-
tion upon high scheool subjects and
was open io seniors in first class high
gehools in the State of Missouri.

The debating team of 1918 is a
team that we are prouwd of. The de-
haters were Leland Roewing and Ce-
cil Smitl:; they won the echampionship
of the western half of the state, but
were finally defeated by Ironten at
Columhia. Their couch was Proif.
FElmer Garrinper. The debating team
of four for 1931 wus: Bernice Hill-
house pnd Anna Mae Snmith on the
affirmative side and Katherine Wise.
and James Hurley on the negative
side of the question. The question
for debate was: “Reselved that Chain
Htores are Detrimental to the Best
Interest of the American Publie.”
Thi eteam wag defeated at the tourna-
ment of high schools at Boelivar, Mo.
The ecoach for this team was Prof.
Floyd Ray .

Honorable mention should be giv-
en the stumni of our high school. Mt.
Vernon high school was established



n LRAO and has in soceeeding yeals
pezsed throught its curriculum sone
hundreds  of students. Soeme have
been forced to abonden their educat-
jon, while a vast majority of those
who enrolled in the Fresimen eclass,
Tinally received theiv diplomas and
cntered institutions of higher learning
or passed on inte citizenship divectly
fron the school. You will {ind these
alumni seattered througheut Lhe leng-

th and breadth of our land, Not a
few of thems hold positions of oreat

responsibility and frust; others less
furtunate crcupy lesser positions,
while other voices are hear] no more;
they have passed the great divide .

In the eizhty-six yeurs of BIt. Ver-
not’s existence she has produced phy-
sicians, lavycrs, ministors of the gos-
pal, educators, men of liuance and
soung men aund wemen of mueh tal-
cut,  An educator and writer of re-
vent date wio was horn aml reaved
i Mt. Vernon is Ralph A, McCanse.
e has wrtten a book entitled *The
Road to Hollister™ which i jurt off
the press. My, BMcCange is an in-
structor in the English deportment in
the University at Mmlison, Wis.

John Harley who wns bara in Mt
Vernon and was griduated frem Sho
Mt Vernon hish school in 1011, as
viledictorian of his class, i3 now an
authavity on internationnl iow
g publizhed
Joeot.

The first yeuns lady from Mt Ver-
nan to gracduote from the University
of Mizsonsi was Ruth Sedwick, (now
Mra, €70 W, Blakey.) Sinee her aiad-

an i
1 booXk en that sob-

intion she has been engaged in ¥
W, (. AL work aned teaching,

One of the most important social
evenls at the close ol M. Vernon's
high school eneh year is the Junior-
Denior reception. The one for 103
wag held in the hagsement of the Pres-
hyterinn chureh  on Friduy evening,
April 10th, The color stheme of red
and white, the high sehool colors, and
red and grey, the Senior class colors
of 1931, was carvied out in over-hew
and table decorutions, Boguoets  of
yellow jonyuils wlorned the long lai-
les, with plaee cardys and program
hooklets Deside each plate, A banquet
was served at 7:30 o'tloek Lo abont
40 senjors, 836 juniorvs and thy faculty
nuiibering seven,  The menu vonsist-
ed of baked ¢hiclien, dressing  and
gravy, potito in shell, peas, salad, hot
solls, butter, coffice, ice cream  and
calte.  Lweet straing of musie eame
in over the radis during the hanguet
Leur, aund scugy of hurlesque on each
Leaclker wuore sung boiween courses,
Ly both elasses.  2alph Hiskman, pro-
salent of ke Junior clars, was toast-
magter amd presided with mueh dis-
nity, JJanwes Huiley, in a humorous
manner, gave  the wolcome aldreess,
axprossing,  in behait ¢f the Junior
class, their well wishes and repyet af
senine the muceh loved seniors of the
class of 1931, leuve the ranks of the
ili. Vernon high school. Johnny K.
Umith president of the scnior class,
fgave the response,  Amnlew- vaude-
ville, reaclered in song by jonior heys
adided much merriment to the ocens-
i, Miss Avmfieh’s specch “Theughts
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vs Success in Life"” was very appro-
priate. The Senior Will, by Dolores
Iirucger, bestowed priceless gems and
startling futures upon the several
students. “‘Life’s Game of Ball,” by
Beverly Simmons was ably given.
Quartelte hy junior zirls, was sung
very sweetly. Mr. Ray's speach, ‘The
Best Years of Life,” put forth good
logic. “A Glimpse of the Future” by
the junior girls and the high school
song by everyone closed the program.

Well wishes for success and happi-
ness go with the seniors who have
just launched and bave yet to anchor.

The membert of the Mt. Vernon
high school faculty are: Prof. Floyd
Tlay, Supt; Miss Marie Armfield,
Principal; Mrs. Frances Ray, Miss
Lela Smith, Miss Mildred Hoss, Mar-
it Smith and Max Cherry.

The grade school teachers for the
¢ ming term are: Mrs. Mary Pugh,
Principal; and teacher of the eighth
grade, Mrs. Ruth Jehnson, seventh;
Alrs. Frances King, gixth; Miss Lottie
Cameron, fifth; Miss Winnie Pugh,
f.ourth; Miss Jewell Davis, third; Miss
Ilthel Doster, second; and Miss Eula
Shelton. first.

Mt. Vernon's publie school for the
cclored children was taught for sev-
eral years by Thompsy Crump, the
daughter of Aunt Clarissa Crump and
sister of Ammon. Its teacher now is
hirs, Edith Cooper,

Mt. Vernon high sehool commence-
ment program for 1931 was given in
the auditorium of the high school
building on Thursday evening, May
14th,

Address, “Seniors, Past, Present,
Future,” Mr. Ray.

Presentation of ¢lass, Miss
Tield.

Presentation of diplomas, Dr. Ful-
ton.

Benediction, Rev. Requa.

The graduation class of 1981

numbered 46, numely:
IMaye Cantrell
Hazel Egpman
Lorene Gist
Dernice Hillhouse
Ada Keeton
Marguerite Orr
Elizabeth Shelton
Anna Mae Smith
Helen Sutton
Gladys White

Arm-

Alice Carr
Lorena Garoutie
Vomdla Greeson
Daisy Johnson
Pauline Nivens
Heatrice Riechmonl
Anna Lou Smith
Irma Smith
Martha Vandergrilt
Katherine Wise
listher Weise Russell Bacon
Marvin Carl Clarence Harlow
The program follows:
Processional
Invoecalion, Rev, Crain
Solo, “The Gypsy Trail”’, Dwight
Senelker.
Address, “Commencements, Their
History"”, Anna Mae Smith.
Duet, “The Song iz Ended”, Ber-
nice Hillhouse, Virginia Silverwooil
Sulutatory address, “The Future
on the Farm"”, Johnny K. Smith.
Quartet, “Kentucky Babe’, KXen-
neth McGehee, Dwight Seneker, Doy-
le Troxel, Ross Breeden.
Valedictory address, “Our Great-
est National Asset”, Anna Lou Smith

Mixed quartet, ‘The World is
Waiting for the Sunrise,” Bernice
Hillhouse, Daisy Johnson, Dwight

Seneker, Kenneth MeGehee.



Merwyn Howard
Hollis Matthews
Ralph Neimeyer

Ralph Norton

Eldred Roberts
Johnny K. Smith

Clell Spradling

Arnhart Veith
Colley Wilsen Don Witherspoon
Virginia Silverwood Ross Breeden
Paul Perriman McChesney Kendall

The Baccalaureate sermon for
this eommencement was given in the
M. E. church on Sunday evening, of
May 10th with the following program:

Processional

Invocation, Rev. Requa

Song, Commencement Seng.

Song, “Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart’

Sermon ,Dr. A. E. Booth.

Song, “Give of Your Best to The
Master.” Selected high school choir.

Benediction, Rev. Crane.

Recessional

Mrs. J. A, Sehnert
singing.

Thelma Kendall, pianist.

THE WHITE OAK ACADEMY

As soon as the early settlers of the
county built their first cabins and
otherwise cared for the physical com-
forta of their families ,they began to
crect schools. Some time between
1840 and 1850 the Cumberland Pres-
byterian  Church established an
academy in the western part of the
county. It was known as Spring
Hiver Aecademy, sometimes called the
White Oak Academy, It was on the
farm now belonging to the Tillman

Dilce Holman
Kenneth MeGehee
John Mosby
Hillard Norton
Willird Norton
Dwight Seneker
Earl Snyder
Doyle Troxel

in charge of

estate. Nothing is left te show its
location except the square that was
cleared and the mound of brick that
marks the location of the huilding.
The school was conducted by Ro-
hert King, a Tennesseean, and his
wife, King operated a farm in the
neighborhood with slave labor, At
the opening of the Civil War, he tvok
his family and slaves back to Ten-

nessce. The schoo! was never re-
opened.

Many young people received their
secondary training here. Some of

them later became prominent ecitizens.
Ameong these was John Heolland of
Springfield and Judge Holliday of S-.
Louis.

Marionville Collegiate Institute

This school was established at Max-
ionville about 1872, It was organiz-
ed by the Lawrenece County Teachers
Association for the training of teach-
ers. Later it was tuken over by the
Methodist e¢hureh and conducted by
them until the school wag taken to
Carihage and reorganized as  Ozark
Wesleyan College.

This school at one time was large-
ly patronized. Many of the men an:l
women of southwest Missouri receiv-
ed much of their training there and
many of their fondest recollections
cluster about the old campus,

In 1931, the grade scheol in  Mt.
Vernon held its graduation exercises
on the afternoon of May 15th in the
auditorium of the grade school build-
ing. Dr, A, E, Booth made the ad-
dress and presentation of diplomas
was made by Professor Floyd Ray.



An intercstine program wag also miv-
en. 'The c¢lags numbered twenty-giv,
namely:

Glenn White, Lucille Webb, Nanna
Widick, Fay Boyd, Harry Brown,
John Bmmes, Imagean Farensworth,
Veta Greeson, Kenneth Moore, Mad-
we McDonald, Martha Jane Pugh, Mii-
dred Pittman, Charles Perriman, Vie-

tor ltowe, James Taylor Smith, Max
fmith Violet Schinidtke, Don  Smith,

Gate Smith, Wayne Hunter, Charies
Hickman, Jewell Hood, Wikda Hunter,
Iris Hunter, Phyllis JefTords, Fern
Johnson.

The May Day Fete, a colorful event
of the season, is presented by the pu-
pils of the grade school each year and
15 always well  attemuded by parents
and friends. The May Day Ifete for
1931 was held in the evening on May

1st on the school house lawn, and
consisted of May poles, together with
Tolk dunces, drills and operettas. Bach
privie wound the poles with ribhons
of varigated eolors. The May queen,
Muriha Jame Pugh, was elected by
the student body. Her maids of hon-
or were, Vielet Sshmidtke and  Iriz
Hunter. Twelve eighth prade girls
wure her attemdants and Harry Brown
and Don Smith her heralds. Martha
Smith and Mary Louise McPherson,
the flower girls and Carelyn Landrum
was her erown bearer. Freda Gray
and Doris Bruhn her train bearers,
and she was crowned by Ruth Bos-
well, The cqueen was attired in yel-
low, and dainty summer dresses of
pastel shades were worn by the uat-
tendants.



CHAPTER V
CLUBS, FATERNAL ORDERS AND
ORGANIZATIONS

Mt. Vernon’s fraternal societies
were organized at an early date. The
Muasonie Order No. 99 dates its rve:
cord book Jan. 26, 1853. On Jan. 27
1843, the following officers were in-
stalled, W, H. Burns, W.M.; E. Gaith-
¢r, 5. W.; Thos. Hash, J. W.; R. Brad-
ford, Treas.; C. F. Wilson, Sec’y.; J.
B. Worsham, S.D.; P.P. Bricky, J.D.;
and 8. M. Anderson, Tyler.

Roberta Chapter, No. 80, 0. E. 8.
was organized in 1875. The charter
members were Mrs. Mary Gibbs, the
Worthy Matron; L. K. Wright, Wor-
thy Patron; Mrs. Mary J. Roberts,
Associate Matron; Willis A, Moody,
Treasurer; Joseph P. Porter, Secre-
tary; Mrs. Emma J. Jones, Condruc-
tress; Mrs. Susan Harvey, Associate
Conduetress and Mrs. Abijah Hopper
Myrs. Harvey an Mrs. Roberts are the
ounly living charter members. Mrs.
Harvey is in her B9th year and Mys.
Roberts who resides in Kansag City
i in her 97th year. Roberta Chapter
Nn. 89 helped to institute the Grand
Chapter of the State of Missouri.

Mt. Vernon Lodge No. 151 1. O. O.
F. was here at an early date with the
masons and was vresided gver in 18-
T76-76 by J. H. Wear, with J. H. Mat-
thews, secretary. This fraternity has
charge of the upkeep of the I. 0. O.
F. cemetery just southeast of town.

The Rebeeca Lodee in Mt. Vernon
was organized March 10, 1896. Its

charter members were. Mrs. Retta
Brown, Mrs. Lula Williams, Mys. Jane
Nance, Mrs. Lenna Leisi, Mrs. Nora
Boyd, W. 8. Overton, J. 8. Coleman,
Miss Betty Boyd, John Ceeil, A. A.
Cox, J. T. Boyd, Frank Gum, J. 8.
Overton, J. I.. Nance, Mrs. Addie
Overton, W. 8. Brown, T. T. Wither-
spoon ,A. Turner, Miss Dan Fullbright
Miss Emma Fullbright, Mrs. Florence
Cecil, Fred Leisi, W 0. Kelly, Mys
Nelle Kelly, Mrs. Lillie Coieman, J.
W. Patton and W. 8. Iill.

A, 0. U W. lodge was established

The M.W.A., W.0.D. and Royal

Neighbors Socielies were organized in
liter years.
in Mt. Vernon Jan. 4, 1879 by H. W.
Lusse, Grand Master of the state. The
officers installed were: Willis A. Mo-
ody, P.M.W._; Jos. P .Porter, M.W_;
John Leathers, G.F.; G. T. Collins, O;
T- K. Gay, R.; E. P, Linzee¢, Receiv-
er; Z. C. Denny, F.; W. Taylor, G.;
J. L. Whaley, 1. W. and Isaac Band,
0. w.

Union Lodge, I.LO.G.T. No. 434 was
in operation at Mt. Vernon in 1884
with John 8. Stansill, J. P, Celley and
C. T. Massey, Executive Committce.

Not until 1928 was a Masenie build-
ing erected in Mt Vernon and the
lot on which it stands was a gift from
the late Mrs. Mary Gibbs. This gen-
erous woman donated the land on
which our well equipped high school



and grounds are located. She and
wer husband, the late Norman Gibbs,
were gencrous donors for the build-
irg of the new Baptist chureh.

The present officers of the frater-
na) organizations of Mt. Vernon are:

Masonic Order No. 99 AF.&AM.:
Homer Goodman, Worshipful Master;
Leon Pugh, Senior Warden; Dee Fos-
setl, Junior Warden; S. E. Morgan,
‘Treas.; Miles Phillips, Sec'y.; GCarlin
Kemper, Senior Deacon; George Pugh
Junier Deacon; Dr. Tripodi, Senior
Stewart; Allen Holmes, Junior Ste-
wart; Dwight Richardson, Tyler. W.
N. Marbut is District Deputy Grand
MMaster and Deputy Grand Lecturer.
The writer'’s father, R. C. Sedwick,
was secretary of this lodge for 23
yuars serving from Jan. 1896 to Jan-
uary 1919, when at thig time he re-
fused re-election. He is believed to
love been re-elected the preatest
number of times of anyone holding
this oftice in Mt. Vernon. In ap-
preciation of his services he was pre-
s=nted with a beautiful watch charm
cmblematic of the Masouic Order.

Roberta Chapter No. 89, 0.E.S.
Mrs, Lorene Richardson, Worthy Ma-
tron, Homer Goodman, Worthy Pat-
1en; Miss Frances Potter, Associate
Ilatron; Dwight Richardson, Assoei-
ate Patron; Mrs. Leota Maxwell, Con-
ductress; Mrs. Homer Goodman, Ag-
gociate Conduetress, Mya. Dora Knapp
Chaplain; Mys. Mattie Pugh, Secre-
tary; W. N. Marbut, Treas; Mrs. Gay-
lord Hancock, Pianist. Those repre-
seniing the peoints of the star are:
Miss Dora Dyer, Ada; Mrs. Verna

Glenn, Ruth; Miss Jewel! Davis, Is-
ther; Mrs. Hattie Phillips, Martha;
Mye. Georgin Myers, Flecta .Qur De-
paty Grand Matron is Mrs. Vera Sch-
midtke.

f'The oflicers of the LO.O.F. Lodge
MNo. 151 are: 5. A. Torry, Noble
Grand; F. 8. Sullivan, Vice Grand;
J. P. Colley, Chaplain; Joby Boyd,
Warden ;W. E, Hickman, Treas.; Farl
Roherts, Sec'y.; Andy Crawford, Dis-
triel Deputy Grand Master.

Fidelialh Rebecca Lodge No. 182:
Mrs. Bertha Matthews, Noble Grand;
Mys. Jesse Orr, Vice Grand; Mra,
Myrile Williams, Chaplain; Mrs. Leo-
ta Maxwell, Financial Secretary; Niss
Lillie Kemper, Recording Secretary;
Mre. Morah Hickman, /Treas.; Miss
Ethel Boster, Pianist.

M.W.A.: J. C. Walker, Venecrable
Couneil; Roy Kemper, Worthy Ad-
visor; 8. 15, Morgan, Banker; Joe
Cuse, Clerk; Wm. McNelis, Ira Pat-
ton and Walter Hensley, managers.

Royal Neighbors: Mrs. Morah Hick-
mad, Oracle; Mrs. Cora Case, Vico
Oracle; Miss Marcella Woolsey, Past
Cracle; Mrs. Margaret Hall, Chancel-
or; Mrs. Eflie Morgan, Recorder; Mrs.
Ldie Kendall, Recejver; Joe Case,
Mrs, Retta Brown an d Mrs. Julia
Turk, Managers; Mrs. Sadie Carl,

Murshal.
W.0.W.. Chas. Meyer, Council
Commander; Albert Ragain, Advisor

Licutenant; Ear! {Pugh, Banker; Ar-
thur RBartlesmeyer, Financial Secre-
tary; 8. E. Morgan, Escort; Joe Go-
oilling, Sentry; J. H. Brown, E, A,
{Lon) Smith and R. C. M¢Corkhill,



Auditors.

Woodman Cirele.  Mys. Maggie B.
Williamson, Guardian; Mrs. Jennie
Guthrie, Advisor; Mrs. Millie Sutton
Coiresponding and Financial Sec’y.;
Mys., Lulu Boyd, Bapker; Mrs, Cora
Patton, Chaplain; Mis. Ora Wise,
Miss Mary F. Patton, Mrs. Myrile
MeDonald, {now decessed) managers
Mrs. Alberta Wilder Hudson, At-
tendant; Mrs. Lucy A, Seaman, In-
nier Sentinel and Mrs. Luey Scaman,
Quter Sentinel.

The Lawrence County Agricultural
znd Mechaniez]l Boeiety was incorpor-
ated Feb. 27, 1857 with fifty mem-
birs. The Lawrence County Agricul-
tural Society was organized June 15,
1h67, with Joshua Holt, Pres.; Robt.
Iielly, Sec'y.; and John D. Allen, I.
M. Filler, Jolm B. Woods, G. H. Mo-
ore, H. Childress A. J, Durnell, D. T.
J. Colley, R. Henson and T. R. Whal-
ey, directors. Of this board John D.
Allen was president. Judge Cherry
donated land, as in the ease of the old
society and bound with the same con-
ditigns.

The Lawrence County Agricultural
amd Mechanical Society was again in-
corporated May 21, 1867, on petition
¢f B G. Paris, Wm. Orr, G. A. Our,
R. H. Landrum, W. L. Morgan, W.
Anderson, A. G McCanse A. Dohyns,
Edward Ragain, J. B. Thomlinson, J.
. Woods, J. L. Helr, D. T. J. Colley,
Robert Castiller, A. L. Phariss, B. K.
Turk, T. R. Whaley, T. J. Guthrie, G.
V. Jones, Z. T. Newman, J. M. Kel-
fogg. T. W Kelton, Hiram Waller, N.
B. Hocker, B. R. Matthews, G, H.

Moore, F. M. Marsh, J. M. Etter, J.
W. Moore, P M. Wear, B .L. Hendrick
W. H. Overstreet, John D. Allen, J,
M. Moore, Hemry Childress, W. A.
MeCanse, D. E, Gibson, L. A, Gib-
son, Danicl Lester, J. W. Leathers,
I'imo Faucett, W. J. Johnson, Jona-
than Jones, II. 8. Wilkes, Nathan
Bray, C. A. Williams, P. F Clark, J.
S. Jones, H. George, 8. . Roberts, J.
M. Fiiler, J B. Woods, N C, Spillman,
Wyatt Harris, A. J. Durnell and Jam-
es C. Mutin.

In August 1869 the county appro-
priated $150.00 to he expended in the
purchase of premiums.

The seventh anniversary of the Or-
der of Patrons of Husbandry was cel-
ehrated at  Zlon chuvch, five miles
south 6f Mt. Vernon, Dec. 4, 1874.
The Granges vepresented were Plea-
sant Grove. Buck Prairvie, Qzark, Un-
ion, Shady Grove, Elm, South Benil
and Zion.

Alfred Davis was marshal and E, D
Bobhett, Jefi Pannell {Master of
Shady Grove) William Cochran  of
Ozark and H. S. Hammers, orators.
Dry Valley Grange was organized lat-
er.

The Temperance Union of Lawren-
ve county was organized Jan. 15, 18-
78, with 805 members. W. 8. Hub-
bard, presided, C .T. Wear was elect-
ed president and B Hocker, secre-
tary.

The Mt. Vernon Colored Temper-
snee elub was organized in 1878 with
32 members.

In 1887 the Womens Christinn Tem-
peranee Union  of Luwrence county



wag pregided over by Mrs. M. 8.
Grigg and Mrs, H. G. Shoemaker, se-
eretary and Mrs. C. A. Mitchell, tres.

The Lawrence County Stock Co.
clected the following officers in May,
1871. John W. Moore, Pres.; Robt.
Kelly, Sec'y.; Geo. Kendall, Treas.;
S. E. Roberts, A. G, MeCanse, J. J.
&pillman, G. H. Moore, James Patton
Jolhn W Moore, Wm. Orr, John Cher-
ry and R. H. Landram, directors.

The County Fair Association was
orgnnized Aug. 23, 1879, with S. E.
Roberts, Pres.; John Cecil, See'y.; and
W. 5. Wright, Treas. The other of-
ficers then elected were: W. C. Whin-
ery, Wm. Schoen, W. D. Guarrison,
James Cherry, John A. Orr, John A.
Tennis, John T. Teel, Chas. Lawson,
John W. McCanse, A. J. Little, John
H. Cherry, W. H. Johnsen, John
Henson, R. H. Landruni, G. B. Moore
and J. B. Davis.

The first ITmmigration Seciety was
organized  July 2, 1878, with H.
Brumback, Pres.; A. McKinney, vice
Pres.; W. N. Davis, Sec'y.; E. P, Lin-
zee, Corersponding Secretary; W. T
Wright, Treasurer with W. E. Wright
Dr, Green and J. T. Teel a committee
on constitution and A. McKinney and
R. H. Landrum 2 committee on to-
pography . As a result of this organ-
ization Judge Landrum prepared a
lenglhy topographical and historieal
paper much mere complete than Cap-
tain Harris' Centennial History.

Lawrenee County Medical and Sur-
gieal Society was orpanized Maveh 12

1870. T. W. Kelton was elected pre-
gident. Dr. Hocker was ameng the

first members.

The Anti-Horse Thief Association
was organized in Mt. Vernon May 29
1880, with the following members:
W. 8. Goodman, B. K. Twk, H. S.
Worsham, W. B. Allen, Jas, W. Pat-
ton, 8. C. Patton, G. B. Moore, J. W.
Shipman, Jas. W. Curtiss, Thoz. Ray,
P. Johnson, J. D. Jones, J. R. Hill-
house, Z. T. Newman, T. R. Ishell, A.
M. Burgess, Page Woods, Ezra Fow-
ler, A G. McCune, Hiram Gatton, P.
L. Hobbs, J .C. Jennings, M. E. John-
gon, G. L. Bowers, Stephen Hite, G.
L. Knapp JJohn T. Teel, John A. Ten-
nis, W. H. Johnson, €. H, George and
J. H. Cherry.

The Library Association was ou-
ganized Oect. 30, 1876. Miss M. L.
Spillman was elected Pres.; J. G, El-
kins, vice-Pres.; F. M. Harrison, sec'y
Miss Hattie Lollar, Treas. and Miss
Hattie Faiburn, Librarian. The fin-
ancial committee eomyprised Miss Mag-
wie Overton, Misses Lollar and Fair-
burn, Miss Myrtle Gaither and Miss
Jennie Overton.

The Alpha Literary Society was or-
ganized in September 1877 with G.
H. Smeltzer, Pres.; Emily Mann, as
Sec’y, and Nora Hewlet, Treas.

These and many other organizations
of the town and county have long
gone out of existenee and many of
their members have passed with them.

The severa) secial elubs in Mt. Ver-
non today begain their organizatoins
some 30 years age and have played an
improtant part along educational lin-
es. The first of these was the 20th
Century Club and its erganization dat-



es back teo 1900, Its charter mem-
bers were: Mesdames E. Boucher, H.
Brumback, J. N. Davis, D. M. Fenton,
Al Kahm, J .A. Hamis J. N. He-
shaw, N. G]bbs. G. L. 1{!13})1), J. AL
#fcPherson, C. A. McCanse, W. N.
Marbut, John Cecil and J. C. Turk.
This ¢lub was organized at the home
of Mrs. Roucher and Mrs. Brumback
was the first president. Its officers
for 1931-32 are: Pres. Mrs. 8. A, Ter-
1y; Sec’y., Mrs. Harry Moove; Asst.
Sec'y, Mrs. J. A, Harris; Treas,, Mrs.
G. L. Knapp; Critic, Mrs.  Knowles
Smith, This club was federated in
1902,

Later on it was followed by the
Home Culture and Saturday  Book
Clubs.

The Home Culture Club was or-
panized in 1904 at the home of Mrs.
Kahn and Mrs. J. C. Turk was its fivst
president. The charter members we-
re: Mesdames W, N. Murbut, C. A,
MeCanse, C. R. Landrum, Al Kahn,
J. C. Turk, W. H. Cecil, J. M. Mc-
Fherson, Walter Ovr, C. M. Lebow, 1)
AL Fenton and Misses Gertrude Guth-
1ie and Nelle Wright, This elub was
federated in 1906. Its officers for
1931-32 are: Mrs. 8. K. Morgan,
Pres.; Mrs. Richard Landrum, vice-
President; Mrs. Clyde Moore, Sec'y,
and Treas.

The Saturday Book Club was first
A book department of the 20th Cen-
tury Club and the members were vot-
ed in through the 20th Century Club.
This not being satisfactory, they with-
Crew from the mother ¢lub and chang-
ed to the Saturday Book Club, They

voere orgrnized as an independent
club about 190% and Mis. Knapp wus
its first president and served eight
couseculive years.

This club was organized ut the re-
sidence of Mrs. U, 8. Hargrove 17in
the following members: Mesdzimes 4,
L. Knapp, E. Boucher, N. Gibbs, H.
Fowler, U. 8. Hurgrove and George
Melton and Misses Criswell, MceMeek-
in, O’'Neal, Taylor, Huwkins, MeGuf-
fin, Shoemaker and Wakeman. The
officers elected for 1981-32 arve. Miss
Lela Smith, Pres.; Mrs. Hal Johnson,
Viee-Pres.; Mrs. J. A, Harris, Sec.
and Mas. L. K, Seneler, Treas

Chapter CU of the P.E.Q., Sister-
hood in Missouri was ovganized in At
Vernon, May 7, 1917, Yts charter
members were: NMrs. Helen Taylor,
Mys. Emma Millsap, Miss Frada Fen-
ton, (Mrs. R, B. Harness), Miss Nina
MMeCanse (Mrs. L. R. Millsap) Miss
Ruth Sedhwick (Mrs. C. W. Elakey)},
Mrs. Montie Morvis, Mrs. Stella Mar-
but, Miss Adaline Taylor, {(Mrs. Due-
ker}, Mis. Pearl Fowler, Mrs. Lucy It
Orr and Mrs. Muble Hickman. This
chapter has an enrollment of 1 act-
ive, non-resident and dimitted mem-
bers.

The chapter’s first oflicers were:
Mrs. Helen Taylor, Pres.; Miss Ruth
Sedwick, Vice Pres.; Mrs. Nina Mill-
sap, Ree. See.; Miss Adaline Taylor,
Cor. Sec.; Mrs. Emma Millsap, Treas;
Mrs. Stella Marbut, Chaplain; and
Mrs, Montoe Morris, Guard .

The officers for 1931-32 are: Mrs.
Viva Fowler, Pres.; Mrs, Louise Pugh
Vice-Pres.; Miss Jewell Davis, Ree.

=



Sec'y.; Miss Lela Smlith, Cor. Sec'y,;
Mrs. Bina Shelton, Treas.; Mrs. Luey
Orr, Chaplain and Mrs. Lora Holmes
Guard.

The Lambda Alphu Mu and Phi
Delta Mu Clubs originated in our high
rehool and wexe orviginated in 1920
and 1921 respectively, by the girls.

The charter membeyrs of the Lamb-
4a Alpha Mu elub were: Lora Fenton
(Mrs. Fred Willingham}, Lois Land-
rum, {Mrs. Paul O'Counnell), Lucille
Cherry, (Mrs. Winfield Bartlesmeyer)
Irances Schimidtke (Mrs. Azell Mor-
riz), Fay Shelton, (Mrs. Chester John-
son}, Ilizabeth Boueher, (Mrs. Al-
Ired Heese), Lurline Whipple, Esther
Colley (Mrs. Flmer Rutherford), Er-
ma Shelton (Mirs. C. L. McColloeh),
Lara Cochran (Mrs. Arlie Holmes),
Anna Cherry, Grace Newman, (Mra.
C. Napier), Lois McCange, (Mrs. Ar-
nald Klemme), Elizabeth Newberry,
{Mrs. Ernest Young.) The record of
this  club’s first officers cannot he
found or remembered corvectly. Its
cfficers today are: Mrs. Dorothy Ful-
ton, Pres.; Mrs. Katherine Browning,
Vice-Pres.; Mrs, Lora Hehmes, Sec.;
and Mrs. Bina Shelton ,Treas.

The charter members of the Phi
Delta Mu Club were: Louise Bruck,
{Mis. Leon Pugh), Alma Cherry, Wil-
ma Cherry. {Mrs. Russell Turk),
Charline Fenton, (Mrs. Royee Ken-
dall}, Lerene McCanse (BMrs, Diwvight
Richardson) Tna Smith, Frances Turk
{Mrs. Floyd Ilay). The first officers
of this e¢lub were: Charline Fenton,
Pres.; Louise Bruck, Sec'y and Treas;
Frances Turk, reporter, Its officers

today are: Mrg. Charline Fenton Ken-
dall, Pres.; Miss Thelma Kendall ,vice
Pres.; and Mrs. Mable Howard Hol-
mes, Sec. and Treas,

The Mt. Vernon Ad Club is a
men's organjzation and stands for
civie improvement. Its motto is.
“Make Mt. Vernon a Bigger and Bet-
iger Pluce to Live In.”” This club was
orgunized in 1920 with Charles Mill-
sap, Pres.; H. A. Reitz, Vice- Pres.;
and Keith McCanse, See’v and Treas.
The officers of this organization to-
day are: Dr. A. E. Booth, Pres.; Hen-
ry Tollivar, vice-Pres.; Gaylord Han-
cock, Sec'y  and August Schmidtke,
Treas.

The Ladies” Ad Auxiliary co-operat-
ed with this organization und was or-
sanized TFeb. 11, 1928, Its purpose
was general improvement of the ap-
pearance of our cily by having well
lkept lawns and gardens. Its first
officers were: Mrs. Gaylord Hancock,
Pres.; Mrs. M. R, Maxwell, Viee pres;
Mrs. A. H. Schmidtke, Sec'y. and
Miss Wilma Cherry, Treas. This or-
ganization was discontniued June
25, 1930. At that time its officers
were: Mrs. J. C. Turk, Pres.; Mrs. H.
AL Reitz, Vice-Pres.; Mrs, Clyde Mo-
ore, See'y. and Mrs. W. H. Austin,
Treas.

The church socleties of Mt. Ver-
non cooperate with their respective re-
ligions organizations and are a great
spivitual  uplift to the community.
These comprize the missionary society
Ladies Aid and the young peoples
societies.

The Brotherhood in M, Vernon




originated in the Baptist Church and
was oreanized in the fall of 1920, Its
purpose is cooperation and the build-
ing up of relipious interests in the
churches of Mt Vernon. Iis first
president was Frank Williams, The
cfficers o fthis organization tedlay are
ar follows: J .E. Rutter, Pres; A. A,
Hillhouse, Viee Pres.; Chas. Brown,
Sec'y and W. H. Austin, Tress.

Rev, J. B. Fly of Logan, Mo, and
L. A. Dunlap of Mt. Vernon wrote
the history of the pioneer preacher,
A, A Young and issued the beek in
Aug. 1881,

The Women's Christian Temperauce
Unien in Mt. Vernon and Lawrvence
County teday has a sirong member
ship. The officers of this organizat-
jon in Mt Vernon, today are: Mris
Arthur Johnson, PMres.; Mrs. C. R.
Lamdrum, Viece Pres.; Miss Marpgaret
Spillman, Sec’y anil Mrs. W. H.
Frown, Treas.

Another organization of impart-
ance is the Dramatic Clab in B¢
Vernon's high school. Those initiatedl
into this ¢luh in April 1951 were:
Virginin Pate, Sylvin Hunter, Muda-
line Hunter, Helen Woods, Gladys
White, Max Dyer, Dwight Seneker
and James Turley. The candidates
for initation were required to ve-
present some  character throuzh the
lay preceeding the evening of the
initintion, namely: Virginia Pzte, a
little gril; Sylvia Hunter ,a Spanish
rancer; Helen Woods, a gypsy; Max
Dyer an old man; Dwight Sencker a
typical  farmer amld James Hurley,
Charley Chaplin. At night each was

reguired to bring a broom, a tow sack
sl a paddle. Then, they each had
to walk from the high scheol to town
in a sack, sweep the wialks on  the
square aand  bow on  entering Me-
Shane's Drug stove and say, “I'm the
seum of the earth.” Prof. Ray and
Mrs. Ray, assisted by Misses Bernice
Hillhouse and Anna Mae Smith, con-
duetesl  the ceremonies of initiation.
After going threuph such sirvenuous
degrees it is hoped they each  will
gain fame ag actors and actresses.

The Boy Scouts in Mt. Vernon
were orgnnized about 1919 with Dy,
M. I.. Maxwell as scoutmaster. Prior
to 1918, however, boys in Mt. Ver-
non received Fome seoul fraining, and
snon ufter 1918, the Nationzl Scout
Orgonization was given eredit in Mt.
Vernon and Dr. Maxwell was given
nutherity by the National Organizat-
ion in N. Y., te be secutmaster,

Troop No. 1 originated in the Pres-
byterian ¢hurch and additional num-
bers came from the Methodist 4 the
Dapiist churehes., These boys proved
a4 standarl  organization of scouts
and their scoutmaster coulidl rely on
them even in his absence.

When R. M. Hornidy came ta Alt.
Vernen lie was listed as scoutmaster
¢f troop No. 2. Previous to this AMr.
Hornidy had heen a scoutmaster for
a number of years and Dr. Maxwell
was very mueh pleased to reorwanive
the traop inte one and have Mr. Horn-
idy take charge of the organization.
Sinee 1921 ov 22 My. Hornidy has
hecn eontinued as seoutmaster here.
The seouts receive the hest training



o mntters mental, moral and phy-
sical which gives them adeguale pre-
paration to meet the problems of life.
One of the stout government author-
i.ios has determined that Mr. Hornidy
i exereising the bighest standard of
{raining along seoul lines,  Kendull
Swearingen and  Warren Halterman
were high scout leaders, With the
training they reeceived in ML Vernon
and at Anuapolis, Md. and West Point
they have huen able to secure Zovern-
ment position in navy and army lines.
The training el high scout prades
mmle by Kendall Swearingen in col-

lege work and scout duties in  Kan-
sus City  ,proved to the authorities
thiere hiz ability which gave him his
rank as a naval officer.

Warren Halterman received mili-
tary training  at Riverside Military
Academy, Gainsville, Ga., and way
praduated from there with highest
mititary honers which entitled him teo
a scheolarship at West Point .He was
graduated in 1928 {rom West Point,
N. Y. on the Hudson River, and in
May 1930 was commissioned second
licutenant at Ft. McKinley, near Ri-
zal, Phillipine, Tslands.

CHAPTER V1

BUSINESS INSTITUTIONS
AND DIRECTORIES

Mt. Vernoms first bank was The
Mt. Vernon Bank, incorporated by
the State Secretary, Dec. 22, 1885.
Its first president was Jas, T. Potter.
In the summer of 1886 contracts we-
re sold for the erection of a two story
brick block known as the Bank Ruild-
in gand McCanse store. The bank-
ing house and safe cost $3,800.00.
The safe was brought here by Arch
L. Simms whose intention was to
start a banking house.

The Farmers Bank of Mt. Vernon
was organized July 1, 1890, Wm. A,
MeCanse was its first president. Roth
these banks were in eXistence for 43
snd 40 years respectively. Our com-
mercial bank now is “The First Nat-
ional Bank of Mt. Vernon,” and was
organized in 1930.

Mt. Vernon has feit the effects of
the world finanecial depression of these
times, having had two bank failure.
The Mt. Vernon Bank closed its doors
in July 1929, and the Farmers Bank
of Mt. Vernon closed its doors in
Sept. 1930. These banking institut-
ions have been replaced by the Fivst
National Bank of Mt. Vernon .

The First Nationzl Bank of Mount
Vernon, Mo., has a capital of 525,000
00, surplus and undivided profits of
£7,806,62. Tts first and present of-
{icers ave J .H. Hahn, president: H.
W. Putman, vice pres.; John 0. Bur-
son, Cashier; 8. T, Danforth, Ass’t.
cashier; Allen Me¢Reynolds, director,
and W. E, Carter, director.

The Building & Lean Association
in Mt. Vernon was organized in Mar-




¢h 1588 and incorporated the Eame
yeay. Its dirst officers were w. I
Harley, Pres.; John Cecil, Sec. Mt
Vernon Biuilding and Loan Asociat-
ion is now in its 48rd year and ity
pust recoril of stability and achieve-
ment is surpassed by mone.  Duving
the past financial depression it has
heen the finaneial Rock of Gibralter
in this county and never has an in-
vestor lost one dollar of his invesl-
ment but has always had a good ra-
turn.,  [ts officers today are: W. N.
Marbut, president and Thos. K. Shriv-
elr, secretary.

One of the most hmporiant enter-
prises to the farmers of this commun-
ity, is the Carnation Milk Products
Co., which operates a condensery in
Mt. Vernon. On the evening of July
7, 1923, a public meeting was held
at the court house to conkider (he
auestion of a condensery in Mt. Ver-
non. Eight Thumdred cars (actual
count by Holand Ford, so ordered)
were parked in and near the squase.
The court house was twice filled to
its capacity, (by farmers and others)
to consider the qguestion, By a ma-
Jjority deeision, Mt, Vernon was select-
for the site. On the morning of
July 9, 1923 the digging of a well
was begun on the gite. Construction
of this building began in Sept. 1923,
and on May 1, 1924, the first milk
was taken in, the amount heing 2§,
000 pounds. The first person to a-
vive with milk that morning was W.
J .Cheiry,

Our state sanatorium for Inecipient
Fulmonary Tuberculosis is situated

i Chigeer Wi, just north of ruw.
atd ia o httle city in itseld. e
ies tor the laving of th ccovrner gstone
¢f the first buliding, the Gupton Viily
Look place, Aug, 15, 1404,

The businesg divectory as publizhed
in the Fountain of Maweh 11, 1867,
wave the following numes: Duniel Bid-
ilecome,  publie administdor; B
Jrumbiwek,  attorney; MeCanse  amd
Faris, general merchants; T, W, Kel
ton's, drags ol dry poods; Joaes &
Hocker's, zrocerics, notions wnl she
store; Ullman & Dharvig soll procer-
ios, medicines, paints, ete; Hemdvicks
& Brays, low oflice was in the eoint
rouse, Joseph Estes had his law of-
fice there jalso A, G, MeCuue, Chax
A Willimans was attorney, elaim and
real estate agent, with office in  the
enurt house; Lhere alse was the olilee
of Williams &Stephens, war claim
agents; Wyatt Harris, County clevk;
Henry C. Lolluy, cireunit clevk; DPrice
& Leathers, livery; George Haley's
hotel was just estaldished; John Tou-
ther's stupe office and hotel, secon
hieek cast of the square, Wrisht
Co. peneral merchants, northeast .
ner of square; Matthews & Guthrie
general store was  on the southeast
corner; (in 1869 Guthrie moved to
Jollification) T. R. Whaley's general
slore was on the west side of Main
Street, two blocks south of squure
Lebow and Brothers, Generzl Store
and C, 3. Hill was agent for the 3. W.
P.E.R. Co. here. Qdd Feliows lodge
and Masonic lodge quartered in  the
third story of the comrt house, while
religious societies worshipped (o the



Saicie-tamdl Preslivterian chureh.
ator, i 1867, i Lo Hemdvicks" veal
weciie ollive, Woods “boak stor:  ainl
Penclenridoes  wrogery waers estal
Yizhoond,

The wphysicing pricticing in Laws
Lo Gounty in 1R73-Td were. S
AL Yamnlervs, 1 H. Beese, 3 Po Hap-
swrd, H.J. Mayuard, 1, Cunningham,
A, A Kevan, I W, Nichols, T. J.
TeCord, Vo 14 Young, I 8. Dealsity,
Jolin Rerr, K. DL Griges, 50 Drown-
s, NUU Clevengor,, William H.
B, W, Wilson, Marsh Jonathan,
Peter B Moore, d W, PFiller, J. L.
Wit-sn, M, 15 Smith, Wm. G, MceNatt,
J. L Dovtem, J. O Star, W, € wil-
1 weson, 1. M. Moore, H, €. Moehler
15 13 Aveliibabd, 0. 7T Bruek, John D.
Carter, Hirnm Waller, N. B. Hocker,
Thos, W. Kelton, T, W, Nickle, 8. L.
Seott, Cyrus Vearce, Granville L.
Lonspp, (the same who in 1870 was
vppaintad inspector of liguors), Wes-
ley Welght, Weight amd J. B. Ensey.
The physicians of 1875-83 were W.
Moo Updegragph, Andrew  Wilson
Sephen Briton, R H. D, Long, J. L.
Raeberaon, in LB75: David C. Gore,
R Crane, J. R Harding in 1876
W, J. Rutledge, Andrew Weolsey, in
IRTT: Amon A. MeGill, J. M. Titter-
ington, in 1878: Edward M. Hend-
viele and S. W. Hopkins, in 1879: G.
‘H. Smultzer, Samuel Johnston aud
‘Henry V. Worley, in 1880: Jonath-
an Flattery and L. L. Bovnton, 1881:
F. D Wright, J. E. Bell and R. S.
Crabhs, in  1882; J M. Allisor, in
in 1888,

Some  of our rvegistered practico]
nr=es prioy to 18466 were: Mary Gil-
tpgham, [uth 130 Petty, Sarah Maer-
rill, Nimey Manley, Nuney Pendicton
Mary ). Nueecee, Sarnh K. Smith,
Mary M. Moover Margivet  Me
Fall, sund Elizah Pritchell and  Mrs,
Llizah P. Dearr, prior to 1881,

Among the physiciang registered
unvler the et of Muy 29th, 1883,
whose names ave nol wiven in the
previous list ure Coleman 2. Denny,
G. 1. MebDuruell, Geo, Coyle, . I
Grigre, J. €. Heprifoni, K. Browning,
J. I Guliek, T, Youny, Charles Mooie
0. P. Powley, 'I". H. SBeott, 12. A. Bay-
ers, 1. J. Jaek, W. J. Montgomery, C.
T, Duscnbury, Jehn Oakes, J. M,
Allizon, H, €. Sams, Lafayette Hen-
#gn, Geo. Adam, H .C. Bamard, IZu-
vene Mayoayd, T J. Gosset, Tra A,
Collingham, J. 1. Brewer, J. H. Smith
and Alex J. Stark. The praeticing
physicians in Mt Vernon today, 1931
awre. Dre. C. W. Shelton, P. A. Holm-
s, W. 1. Fullen, M, k. Maxweli, Dr.
of 0., B. D Bajnl, Dr. of O., Den
tists having officles in Mt. Vernon
during the Y0’s were Drs. Joseph and
D. M. Fenton; later Dr. . M. Le-
Bow, amd later still Dr. Otto Sch-
licht who were suceeeded by our den-
tists today who are: Drs. H. B, Ful-
ton and H, . Marshall.

The husiness cdivectory of Mt. Ver-
non, today 1931, coniprises: The Car-
nation  Millss Produet Co., Burgner
Bowman Matthews Lbr. Co., A. H.
Schmidtke, Gen. Mgr., Mt Vernon
Lbr, Co., Troy Call, Gen. Mgr., The



First National Bank of Mt. Vernon,
alt. Vernon Hotel, Myron Moore,
prop,, H. K. Hunter Motor Co., How-
ser Motor Ce., Mt. Vernon Motor o.,
Cottage Hotel,
Mt. Vernon Mill and Elevator Co.,
H. 8 TFowler Hdwe. Co., Ceundet
Hdwe.,, Mt. Vernon Hdwe., and Gro-
cery Co., Barllesmeyer Hdwe, Mt
Vernon lee Plant, Carnation Bottling
Works, Mi. Vermon Power House,
Kendzll Supply Co., Reitz Grocery,
Walter 8. 8mith Groeery, Tanler &
Prater Grocery, H. S. Osfall grocery,
Dieck Banner Grocery, Mt Vernon
Bakery, J. C. Stone Dry Gootls store,
Millsap Bros. Mere. store, Beauty
pavlor and Millinery, Skinner and
Shriver Mere. Co., and Millinery, Mar-
vin Dry Goods und Millinery, Ken’s
Fashion Shop and Millinery, Marcella
Woolsey Beauty Shoppe, W. N. Mar-
but Drug Store, McShane Drug Co.,
W. C. Speer Jewelry Store, R. .
Jones Variety  Store, Mrs. Virginia
Painter, Prop., Phillips and Fosseit
Furniture and Undertaking, Phillips
and Fossett Funeral Home, Geo. Orr
Furniture Co. and Funeral Chapel,
Western Telephone Corp of Mo, The
Strand Theatre, Geo. (Pints) Leath-
ers, prop., Emory Hill Investment Co.
D. C. Woods, Abstracts and Farm
Loans, Arch L. Simms Farm Loans
and Insurance, A, F. Booth Insurance
Agency, Fikes and Turk Inserance
agency, Porter Jones Barber Shop,
Geo. Kendall Barber Shop, Gray and
lles Barber  Shop, A. R. Campbell
plumber and electrician, Jimmy Good-

“ag, plumber, Frank (Quarts) Lea-
thers, plumber and electrician, W, H.
Jolinsen mieal marvket, A. O. John-
son Harness Shop and Shoe repair-
ing, N. H. Hammer shoe shop, Stauf-
fer and Kirhy Blacksmith shep, En-
nis Tin Shop, W. W. Owen paintar
and paper hanger, Chas Freeman,
painter and paper hanger, Art Ly-
ons and Son, painter and paper hang-
ers Amos B, Hoehn garage, G. C.
Block, garage, S. A. Terry, garage,
2. M. Hughes service siateion, Shell
Service Station, Joe Case, prop., Ty-
dol Service Station, Phillips Petro-
lenm Co., Standard Qil Co., Mt. Ver-
non Gas and Qil, Daniel's Tire and
Battery 8hov, Ray Beun Tire Shop,
Harlow Servic estation, Porter and
McPhersen, abstracts, farm louns and
insurance, post office, Frisco Ruailroad
station, Liking Bres. Flour amd Feel
Store, Williams and Swearingen Feed
Store, Farmers Exchange, Guthrie
Produce, Ozark Produce, Mi. Vernon
Produce, Empire Hatchery, J. G. Hill-
house, Ins. agency, Geo. Moore aulo
trueck transfer, R. A, White Auto
iruck transfer, George Carl, Auto
truck transfer, Auto Bus Line, M. K
& 0. Auto jitney drivers: Elmer Ham-
mer and Albert Garringer (familiary
known as Dad Garner) Mt. Vernon
Fire Department, Miniature golf links
Affon Paris, Prop., Hudson Cleaning
und  pressing shop, Sencker Clean-
ing and pressing shep, Victor Rawl-
ings Talloring and Cleaning, E. L.
ang Bolten Dyer real estate Agt.,
Carnation Coffee 8Shop, Iven Smith
Confectionery, Patterson Cafe, S &



P Sandwich  Shop, Lymaon Meore,
prop., Henry O, proecry amd lunch,
The Comer “Eats” Bakers Produets
sold by F. V. Peurce, Alexander Ro-
cming House, Mrs, J. B, Bum Loard
amd rcoms, Mrs. John Poston board
and rooms, Dee  Avers lunch room,
Hicklin’s Place, Der Ayers npopeern
and peanimt. gtand, Photographer, R.
0. Hmris, Carpenters: Chas. Meyer,
Albert Ragain, John Newberry, Jobhy
Doyd, F. 5. Sullivan, Wm. Collins,
Brivk invers: Frank amd Charlie
Iireckenvidge and Lon Parker, (col-
ored) W. H. Colling, Stone mason, Il
Hinrichen, cancrete contractor. M.
Vernon's Newspapers: The Lawren-
ce Chiceftain, cdited by Miss Virginia
Cecil and The Lawrence County lle-
Cazd, edited by Chirles Whaley. M.
Vernon’s netary publies today, 1931
ave: Missea Thelina Kendall and Eu-
nice Guthrie, Mrs. Louise Pugli, Par-
jrar Potier, Leon Puzh, Arch L. Sim-
ms, J. C. Turk, D. C. Wools, J. G.
Hillhouse. Duy laywers are: C. R.
Landrum, Nex Me Pherson, J. C.
Turi, Hevey  Whaley, Robert Stem-
mons, Eldred Sencker and Parker Pot-
por. Mt Vernow's County officials
today ,1931, are. Frank Pruitt, Col-
J=ctor of the revenue; J. Dewey Mills,
Ci-cuit Clerk; 0. W. Matthews, Co-
uznty Clevlk; Eurl Roberts, Reeorder;
Andy Crawiford, Tressover, J. P. Col-
ley, Probate Julge; Homer Goodman,
Asszessor; Richard McePherson, prose-

cuting Attorney; Emery Smith, Julge
of the Circuit  Court; Judge of the
county cowrt are: G, J. Ragain, pre-
siding judge, €. I, Morrxison, Judye of
the eastern distriet; Theodore 1lurvis
Juidge of the Western Distriet, Pre-
voius to My, Smith’s eeletion, Chas.
L. flenson {Democratic) was judge
of the Cireuit  Court of Lawrence
County for 12 consecutive years. A.
H. Hensley, Sheriff, with E. A. (Lon}
Emith, deputy, Dave Jeffords, juil-
or, Miss Thelma Kendall City collect-
or, C. B. Hudson, Mayur; R. C. Me-
Corkhill, justice of the peace, B. L.
Patton, Coroner, Harry Moore, vo-
unty supt. of schoels, J. 1. Rutter,
couttty agricultural agent, DMiss Nina
K¢Crucken, county economies agent,
Mrs. Iithel Howuwd, welfare officer,
Hyson Wise, supt. of the county farm,
Snawiden Hillhouse, court house jan-
itor, Julius Neimeyer, street commis-
sioner, Joe Gooding, constable, Clint
Carer, city marshal and W. N. Lyn-
war, nightwatchman of Mt., Vernen.
Physicians practising in Mt. Vernon
today are: Dis. C. W, Shelton, P. A.
Holmes and W, I. Fulton, M. D’s Mrs.
AL R. Maxwell and B. D. Baird, Dis.
cf Osteopathy. Dentists practicing
in Mt. Vernon today ave: Drs. IH. 8.
Fulton and H. E. Marshali. Veterin-
aries: Dr. Lacy Patterson, DMt. Ver-
now, Dr. E. H. Connell, vural, Dy, B.
M. Troxel, rural,



CHAPTER VII

MILITARY

The peried from 1843 to 1861 was
one of guiet, steady growth in pop-
ulation, Farms multiplied and ihe
wealth increased gradually.

Then the Civil War came on and
dark days were experienced until 18-
G5 when the war ended. In May 18-
61 the Lawrence County Home Guard
Kegiment was organized. The organ-
ization took place four miles west of
Mi. Vernon on the praivie.  John M.
Filler was eleeted lieutenant colaonel.
There were ten companies averaging
one hundred men each. After losing
officers an¢d inen, so many being kil-
led and dying from disease, they dis-
handed in Sept. 1861. In Feb. 18-
62 a Confederaie Company was sent
cut to take all substance around Ve-
yona and other towns. They took ev-
erything,

Later under “Hawkeve' Livingston
they attaclked the house of Thos.
Marsh where Jas. and Hardy Marsh,
Jas W. and W. N, Davis had come
from their hiding place to supper.
When they saw the Rebels coming
they fled but were captured.

Hardy Marsh was strung up {0 an
apple tree but was let down hefore
dead. The twe Marsh hoys and W.
N. Davis were {ied in a bunch and
made to travel [n that form half way
to Mt Vernon where they were re-
leased from the bonds and taken on
In charge. Next day they were giv-
en the job of killing hoge at the Craft

HISTORY

farm east of Mt. Vernon.  On Apri!
18, 1863 Capt. Robert's men stavted
at 6 u. m. to scout Bower's Mill o
Dale's Mill. Dr. Hocker of Mt. Ver-
uon was surgeon of the second Ar-
kansas Calvary. On returning from
Springfield in 1864 he was asked how
he was going to vote. He responded,
“For Lincoln or nobody as there arve
50 chances in 100 of losing one's
lite by voting otherwise. ”

The State Constitutional Convent-
ion was held in 8t. Louis, Jan. 6, 18-
G5 and on Jan 11 the ordinance abol-
ishing slavery in Missouri was adopt-
edl.

Ephriam Gaither was killed  neaxr
Bowers Mill in 1861 by Captian Mus-
grove's men, Caswell T. Wear and
another member were with My, Guith-
er but the two escaped. Mr. Wear's
ritsie for life being one of the stirring
incidents of the war. John Brite a
Confederate was killed at Saline,
Arlk. George 8. Millsap, was wounded!
by bughwhackers south of Pierce City

Samuel Cotter was war postmaster
at Mt. Vernon.

Frem March 1862 until the close of
the war, Lawrence county was in the
hands of the Federals, and with {he
exception of its southern settlements,
suffered little in comparison with the
adjeining counties,

In 1867 the American Mouse own-
ed hy Mrs. E. Gaither was damanel
by fire, This hotel stood where the

E 1Y



Ford garnge and Stramd theatre arve
loeated sl was first the hame of Dr.
N. B. Hacker but when the Civil war
cume up his home was taken from him
for offices.  After the way Mrs. Gai-
ther remodeted the building, convert-
jngr it inte a hotel and named it “The
American House.”

During these hmndred years Mt
Vernon amd the counily have exper-
ienced three wars: The Civil War, the
Spanish-American wiay  and  the
World War. Each time they have
contributed their share of fathers and
sons to preserve poeaco,

Some o1=unizations of these veler-
ans of past wars are as follows:

Jewell Post No. 118, G.AR. wuas
organized umder charter Ocl. 29, 18-
53, by Jesse Rhodes commander of
the post at Carthage. The officers
clected were W. N. Davis, C; J. D.
Whaley, SVC; J. D. Jones, JVC; J.
W. Shipman, chaplain; M. V. Walshe
Surgeon; W W. Cushing, 0 of D;
Geo. A, Iiles, Q.M.; John MceCanse,
0. of G; Fuphrates Boucher, Adjust-
ant; Thos. B, Marsh, 8.M.; Z. T. Naw-
Man, Q.M.8.; TIn Jan. 1585, W. N.
Davis was ingtalled Commander and
Buphrates Boucher, Adjustant. Those
living in Mt. Vernon today who are
veterang of the civil war and belong
to the G.A.R. and John A, Cochran
Marion Howard, ILece Howard, and
Jonathan Tolliver. There are no Con-
federate soldiers known to he living

in or near Mt. Vernon today.

A strong Union feeling existed here
avl a strang physical force gave ef-
fect to this feeling.

The Americair Lepion was organiz-
ed in the fall o 1918 in France and
all American anilors, seldiers, ma-
rines and war nurses who served in
the World War from 1917 to 1519
aud were honorably discharged arve
clegible to belong to this orgunizat-
ign.

The Mt. Vernen chapter of the
American Legion is calied the Fied
A. Boswell Post No, 137. This post
wus established in 1919; Dr. W. 1. Ful-
ton, commander and Ross Gahring,
adjutani, Dr. B .D. Baird is the com-
mander today, and L. I, Tillotson iy
the adjutant.

It was named for Fred A .Boswell
who was killed in action in the World
War about one half hour before the
last gun was fired on Nov, 11, 1918.

Two years later his body was
brought from France and a military
funeral was held on the eoint house
lawn in Mt .Vernon. Rev. Ehrstein
was the minister upon this oeccasion
and interment was made in the L.0O.
O0.F. cemetery.

In cooperation with the American
Legion is its Auxiliary, and those eli-
gible to belong are the meothers, wiv-
es daughters and sisters of a sollier
who is a member of the Legion.




CHAPTER VI

NEWSPAPERS
Mt Vernon’s first newspaper was exislence in Mt Vernon were 'The
published in 1856 and was called Fountain and Journal and the Law-

The Lawrence County Register,” L.
Lampkin went to St. Louis and pur-
chased the press, shipped it te Jef-
ferson City and from there it was
hauled by wagon te Mt. Vernon. 'The
time had hardly come for newspapers
in so isolated a country s¢ it was
moved to Cassville. Several news-
papers were published in Mt. Vernon
between 1856 to 1873 but each  of
short duration. The Press Convent-
ion of Southwest Missouri assembled
at Springfield, Oct. 7, 1869 and Ro-
bert Kelley represented the “TFoun-
tain” of Mt Vernon.

On July 18, 1871 ,the folowing
heading to a deseriptive article ap-
peared in the Spring River Fountain
{published in 1867) It tells the hijs-
tory of those days: “Rum Davis and
James Weoi engaged in the cattle
trade. Go to St. Louizs with a ear of
stock. Sell, pet money. Return safe
to Verona. Take he hack at that point
for Mt. Vernon. Six miles from town
become alarmed. Believe they are
about to be attacked by rohbers. Re
come demoralized, leave the hack, take
to the brush, the hackman takes a
scare and comes to'a halt. The con-
sternation of the inhabitants of Mt.
Vernon, on accenut of the failure of
the mail to arrive on time. Davis and
Wood arrive and are interviewed.”

The two county papers longest in

rence Chieftain.

The Fountain and Journal was is-
cned in 1873 by the Mt. Vernon Fub-
lihing Co., with R. H. Landrum, Dan-
iel Sloan and John Cecil directors. In
Muareh 1874 Mr. Euphrates Boucher
and Mr. Cecil were its editors. M.
Cecil sold out to Mr. Boucher in 18-
75 and established The Lawicnee
Chieftain. After a short time, Mr.
Ceeil sent for his brother, W, H, Ce-
¢il and  they were  partners for a
number of vears in editing The
Lawrence Chieftain.

Miss Huattie Breckenridge began
work with the Fountain and Journal
in 1878 and was employed Lhere for
a number of years. Miss Maggie Gill
ingham wus in there in 1882 and af-
terwards was employved in the Chief-
tain office amd was succeedec by Miss
Bettie Boyd in this office.

Mr. Boucher continued the publi-
cation of the Fountain and Journal
until about 1914 when he sold to J.
W. Jones. This publication was dis-
continued shortly after.

The Lawrence Chieftain is still in
existence and is now edited by Miss
Virginia Cecil, daughter |of the late
John Ceceijl.

The Lawrence County Record was
founded in 1899 by W. E. Hickman,
but is now edited by Charles Whaley.



CHAPTER 1X
OTHER LAWRENCE COUNTY
TOWNS

MARIONVILLE—

Marvienville dates back to 1854 or
about the time the Atlantic and Pac-
ific railroad excitement spread out
westward I[romn St. Louis and ex-
tended its beneficial influence to one
cf the land owners at this peint. The
town of Muarionville was surveyed by
John W. Wilkinson, Jan. 21, 1854,
The plat was acknowledgesd Jan. 28,
1864. The Marionvilie Colleginte In-
etitute at one time made Marionville
an educational center but has sinece
been removed.

A home for the apged has been es-

tublished here and is maintuined by
the M. E. chureh.
VERONA—

Verona dates settlement bhack to

1867, altho it was not platted as a
{own until 1868, This town was sur-
veyed on May 2, 1868 for James M.
White who acknowiedged the plat on
that day.

Mr, White (almost coewsl with
Judge John Williams) was the first
geitler (here, loeating on land now
part of the town ,amd remained here
throughout a long and =active life. A
monument to this ploneer was erect-
e near Verona in his honor as be-
ing the first person to establish a
Sunday scheool in the counly.
PEIRCE CITY—

Peirce City is one of the pioneer
towns of Southwest Missouri and was

named for Andrew Peirce, one  of
the firsl pregidents of the Frisco sys-
tem,

in 1870, when the Frisco railroad
was completed through ihis part of
the state, Peiree Clty was a struggl-
ing village of a half dozen houses and
two stores. The Baptist church and
ceemtery covering seven acres, for
long vears, was dedieated to the uses
of progreas. The plat of Pierce
City was asknowledged Apri 8, 1870.
The oldest established financial in-
stitution in Lawrence County is the
Lawrence County Bank of Peirce City

This bank was established in Ocl.

1873 with Jacob Linzee its  first
president, and Lewis L. L. Allen,
cashier. At that time the population

of Peirce City was only 300. The
Peivce City Buaptist College was at
one time an importuant educational in-
slitution in the county.

AURORA—

The town of Aurora was surveyed
May 9, 1870, by J. W. Black, 7dor
Stephen G. Elliot and acknowledgesl
by the owner, before Geo. W. Rinker
the same day, bt was not platted un-
til in 1872 .

This modern mining lown was &
village of 600 or T00 inhabitants in
1886, but in 1888 its population was
placed at over 2,000.

In Oct. 1886 it was organized 25 &
city of the fourth ¢lass with Carr Me-




Natt, Mayor; Chas, Wallich, marshal;
A. R Wheat, J. D .Conrad, Warren
Vertrees and Henry Woods, aldermen.

The valuuable cdiscoveries of lead
and zine may justly be said to have
Been the cause of the rapid growth
of Aurora.

MILLER—

The town of Miller was laid out in
1800 for a syndicate composed  of
Leven W. Shafer, G. W. Gilmore, Wm
L. Miller, Sr., J. T. Potter, J. R. Tar-
rant and J. B. Davis who bought the
Woodford Paris farm on the morth-
cast quarter of section 28, in Lincoln
towmnship, with the primary object of
locating a town there. T. A. Miller
then a resident of Greenfield and its
leading lumber dealer conceived a
plan to relieve his town from the in-
convenience of being remote from a
railroad. Through the success of T.
A, Miller, the Greenfield and North-
ern railroad was built between Green-
field and Aurora and the town of
Mijler was made a station and soon

thereafler a depot was ereeied by My,
Miller. In the spring of 1886, Mil-
ler was incorporated as a village and
on the Tth day of September 1815, it
was granted acharter for a city of
the fourth class,

HOBERG—

Hoberg is a thriving little town on
the Missouri Pacific rvailroad in  the
western part of Lawrence county. It
was laid out on a traet of lind own-
ed by Daniel Withaus and Henry He-
berg in September 1903 .

The Presbyterian church was huilt
in 1906, the postoffice was opened in
1907, and has several rural free de-
livery routes connected with it. The
T. A. Miller Lumbér company bought
out the McGannon Lumber yard, and
added largely to it. The first brick
building was erected by Joseph Sehlo-
man. The first barber shop was op-
ened in 1910 by Luther Hunt, ani
the Bank of Hoberg was formed in
1912 by W. M. Pate. Hoberg is in
close proximity te Mt. Vernan,

CHAPTER X

INTERESTING BITS OF HISTORY

The following are some strarnge
aned destructive happenings which oc-
carred during the "60's and '80's. On
Tuly 1, 1861, a brilliant vomet was
vigible  from this district. Grass-
voppers were plenty 1 1802, On
Tuly 3, 1803, a vast smoke floated
tver the country and eontiiued until
July 6th. The blizzard of Jan. 1, 18-
H4, seloin with terrifie vielence. In

Sew. 1872 the remams of a Mra
Flerman {who died in 1868 and was
buried at Towers Mill) warse exhum-
e, Tuae nair was perfecty solid, the
clathing th same as on the day of n-
tement. and the body as selid as
stone, while the features were un-
chanzed from the momeant of death,
The tornade Dee, 4, 185! destroyedd
the celoved men’s churel, Joo Hen-



sla’s cabin, damaged the Methodist
;1_".{‘1 Raptist church buildings and mov-
ad Wnght & Co.’s warchouse. Also
s, ib81 the locusts destroyed tha
crop: but the next year for tune smil-
ed 2zuin  on agriculture  and crops
lence forth were above the average of
any previous decade. _

The most severe dtorm which ME
Vernon haa experienced in recent
years was in June 1923. Trees we-
re uprooted, telephonue wires broken,
ard Lhe tin rooling ou Millsap Dres.
store was torn off and dry goods were
famege.

We rewd and hear of people
make preparations for avents which
often seem far in the futore. One
cuse of this preparcdness was that of
Rev. J. F. Hargrove who wished to
be laid away in a casket wmade of ma-
terial of his own choice, IVifteen
vears previous to his deaih he nsked
his son, T. G. (Tom) if he would do
him a favor. The favor asked wus
that the son go to the Harprove arm
and cut down a cerlainly exceptional-
Iy tall walnut t{rce which was wwo
feet in diameter, and have it sawed
into lumber for the purpose of mak-
ing caskets and casket boxes for him-
self and Mprs. Hargrove. Tom cut
the trec down, hauled it to the saw
mill west of the Big Spring where it
was sawed into full inch thickness.
Mr. Will Collins made both the cas-
kets and boxes of the solid black wai-
nut and they were fniished in their
natural color and stored in the barn
on the residence property in Mt. Vey-
non. When needed they were trim-

who

med and decorated by Orr and Co.
Rev. Hargrove was one of the com-
mittee appointed for the building of
the first Christian church in Mt. Ver-
nat and was pastor o fthis chureh for
a number of yeuars,

One old land mark of life and heau-
ty in Mt. Vernon, is a large elin tree
which stands on the lawn near the
curh, at the north entrance of the
court house. Another is the stutely
pine standing in the yaxl of the old
L. K. Wright property. The oldest
house is supposed to be the dwelling
just east of the W. H. Sloun property
and was formerly owned by Aunt Nel-
lie Price Sinms.

The first piano (an old fashioned
square of solid walaut with genuine
ivory keys) was ovwned by Mrs. FE.
Gaither when she lived in the Amer-
ican House. It was also used in the
“Opern House”  gver Millsap Bros.
store. After serving its time it wag
stored in the Jehn M. Skinner smoke-
housze where it remained until a few
years ago when it was shipped to a
relative to be made into some other
nice piece of furniture.

The first lumber yard in Mt. Ver-
non was established about 1880 by
Geo. Colling und was located on the
lot where the Johnson meat market
now stands, Prior to this, lummber
was hauled in from Arkansas by a
Mr. Mastin who took orders, and the
lumber was stored with Wright &
Ca., also it was shipped to Verong,
Marionville and Peirce City and haul-
ed to Mi. Vernon from those points.
Some years later R. J. McIntire pur-



chased the lumber yard and moved it
ahout a block northwest of the square
This location is still used for that pur-
pose and is now known as the Burg-
ner-Bowman-Matthews Lumber Co.
and August Schmidtke is manager, It
was formerly owned by the late M.
L. Coleman of Aurora, Mo., and R.
C. Sedwick was general manager for
26 years to within a chort time of his
death in Jan. 1923,

The first brick masons in Mt. Ver-

non wore Charlie and Henry George.

The first bake-oven shop stood
where the Walter Smith grocery store
is located and “Duteh George” (ihe
only name he is remembered by) was
the baker,

The first furniture store in Mt
Vernon is believed to have been own-
ed by Lanse & Comstock. Geo. A.
Orr, (father of Mrs. Annie Stene),
was married in 1866 and bought his
furniture at this store, with which lo
hegin housckeeping,

Revolutionary Soldier—

William Lumley, an old Revalut-
jonary soldier camme here in 1835 and
his Body lies moldering in the dust
on Turnback, near where Lumley’s
miil stood, on the Mt. Vernon and
Bolivar read. In 1876 the good cit-
izens of the neighborhood in which
he was huried, raized, by subseript-
ion, money enough to cause a suh-

stantial stone wall to be placed
around his grave. This was done in
memory of the only Revolutionary

soldier whose body lies buried in Law-
rence county.

Spanish Fort—

This old fort is about 3 miles south
of Mt. Vernon and is said to have
beenr built there in the 17th century
by the Spaniards. There is no writ-
ten record of this early settlement, so
that its eredit to the Spanish explor-
ors is merely legendary,

However a marker has bheen ercct-
ed on the wall or breasiworks near
the chureh with the following inservipt-
ton upon one side:

Fort Ancient, belicved to have been
constructed by a group of castward
migrating mound builders, a band of
Indians probably long antedating the
Osages, on their way to what is now
Ohio. These sarthworks are a small
replica of the great Fort Ancient in
Ohio, where this prehistoric group
reached its greatest culmination. This
tribe probably had its village in  the
valley, and used these fortifications
for defense. First pioneers describ-
cd the walls as oviginally about 5 feet
high and the moat 2 feet deep.

Springficld University club histor-
ical marker, No. 16. Erected, Qctober
1930,

Marker reads on other side. Locally
known as the Qld Spanish Fort,

In August 1887 the Mt. Vernon
cemetery was cleaved of heavy brush
which spread over it during the war.

The land on which the ecity ceme-
tery is located was a gift of Reyston
Haley and Wm. Matthews and was
deeded to the county for the purpose.

Reed Bros. Furniture Co. owned
the first horse-drawn hearse in Mt



Vernon about 40 years or more ago.
Orr & Co., had the first funeral car
in Mt. Vernon about 1216 or ’17,

With the coming of the aulomaobile
we are now carried through life at a
fast rate from the cradle to the
grave.

George MHuley (grandfather of V.
L., George and Harry  Rawlings,
brought liitle cedars from Arkansas
and set some in the city cemetery and
gome in front of his home, now known
25 the Dr. Shelton hospital and  re-
sidence property. Some of these ce-
dar trees are still standing at  hoth
places.

Mrs. Haley was the first pervson in
Mt. Vernon to have false teelh and
they were mude by Drs, Young and
Natress. She was also the first 1o
own a sewing machine in the county.
The machine was small and when it
was to be used it w=as fastened to
the end of the table and the needle
wag et ip motion by a little wheel
whieh was turned by hand.

George Haley was apent of the
first express office in Mt. Vernon and
his office was stationed in his hotel
which stood where the Dr. Shelton
hospital and residence now stands.
'This was for the slage muil and the
etage barn stoodl on the northeast
corner of the John B. Swmith lot. At
that time Mr. Haley owned the block
where the bank and all stores on the
east side of the square, the lots where
the J. M. Skinner and John B. Smith
homes were afterwards loeated and
where his hotel stood on what is now
ile Dr. Shelton property.

When excavating in 1926 for the new
Mt. Vernon RBank (where the old
Wright building had stood) several
pieces of bar lead were found. Geo.
Haley buried this lead and a lot more
of it that has not vet been Tound.

Mr. Huley lived in a house on the
cast side of the square, on the Ilot
hetween the old Wright building
(where the First Nalional Bank of
Mt. Vernon is located) and W. N.
Marbut's <rug store. During the war
when Price made his raid up thrn
iMissouri it was thought he would
come by Mt. Vernen and as he was
robbing and burning on his way, Mr.
Haley buried this lead to keep it from
tulling into Price's hands. At that
time people made their own bullets
and Mr. Haley was a great hunter,

The first modern barn of the mod-
crn ones bullt in 1875 was huilt for
Knox Gibsen of Qzark Prairie. At that
time his cattle ecould not be inducedl
to go nearer to it than 120 feet.

Tle first reaper in this county was
owned by W. H. (Hamp) Cherry.

The [irst grist and flour mill near-
est Mt. Vernon stood on the north
bank of  Williams ereek near the
bridge that lemds to the sanutorium
nill and wag first operated by Tom
Adams and son. Later by a man by
the name of Waugner. This was an
eld burr mill and was run by water
power.

The new roller miils in Mt. Vernon
were opencd QOet. 1887 with Mr. Rina~
man, Miller and Wm. Ragan, engine-
er.

The {irst turning lathes and mortis-




ing machines in Mt Vernen were

owned by Thos. Stringer and E. D.
Burton who came here in 1852. One
turning lathe and mortising maehine
was used in the wagon and carviage
shop of Mr. Stringer and the other
hy Mr. RBurton, ni his cabinet shop.
The turning lathe in Mr. Burton’s
shop was operated in thiz manner: a
platferm was built with an ineline
and a horse was made to stand in this
position witlh all four feet in grooves;
when the lathe was set in motion, the
horse would have to peddie the leng-
th of time required to complete the
piece of work. The mortising ma-
chine in Mr. Stringer’s shop was us-
ed for mortising  spokes into hubs
for wagons and carringes, (since hubs
were shipped in solid form,} The
cther mortising machine was used in
Myr. Burton’s cabinet shop. This shop
was located just cast of the Presby-
terian church on the lot where Mrs.

Eron MeDonald's  residence now
stands.
The first ice plant in Mt. Vernon

was owned by Eli Paris, who put up
ice in this manner: a house was built
with double walls, with sawdust Tilled
in between; ice was brought from the
creek and 2 layer of ice was placed
on the fioor ,then water poured over
and let freeze ,then another layer of
ive and water and so on until the
ouse was filled. The roof was then
put on anid the coming summer's store
of ive-was ready for use. This jee
house was located just east of where
the First National Bank now stands.

Mrs. Ruth Rawlings who had a lit-
le restaurani in connection with her
husband’s grocery store, was the first
persen to sell oranges and lemons in
Mt. Vernon.

The first livery stable in Mt Ver-
norn was owned by Bill Price and was
located on the lot where the Johnson
meat market now stands. This gtable
was destroved by fire in the latter
part of 1867

With the coming of the railroad. in
1890 Mt, Vernon teok on a sudden
development of new industries and

business  enterprizes. The rugged
slopes of the Ozurk Hills were trans-
formed int> ficlds of rare beauty

and places of wealth.

The following is a list of some of
the first members of the Home Cul-
wire Club who (in the early vears of
this erpanization}) were entertained
with a banquet by the husbands:

Mesdames: C. A. MeCanse, Frank
O'Neal, W_. N. Marbul, Joe McPher-
sen, J. C. Turk, Jim Miller, C. Bl. Le-
Low, C. R. Landrum, Walter Orr. Mis-
ses Myrtle Connor, Gertrude Guthrie,
Nelle Wright, Badge Stone.

Clippings from the Chieftain Print-
¢l 51 years ago:

“Protracted meeting at Tion bepins
third Sunday.”

“remember the Democratic prima-
ries at the court house Saturday.”

“Rev. J. E. Fenton, threshed 900
bushels of wheat from 30 acres, or
30 bushels to the acre.”

“The Burlesque Troupe will give
an exhibition at Lea’s new hall to-



night  for the henefit  of e e
ground. Al should atland wud Tave
a good thne”

e Diveclars of the Paires City
Baptist eddlege have oleeted Prol.
4. Snefficld of Atehison, Koansas, o
presitlent, and will commenee their
Fivst term on the first Tuesday in Oct

“Programme  Tor the Tamperance
meeting next Priday night: Music,
prayer, aeldress, son, Two Merry
Maisls e we, hy Miss Viegic Sloon
apd Miss Suddie Stune Declamation,
Willie Thonmers, soleet roewding, Mis
Lib Roherts, Paper. @

“The County Simlay Hehool Con-
venticn held in ML Vernon last weel
was ene of unusual interest, A laogee
pumbier of Sunday schoul workers of
A1l portions ol the counly were  in
allemlaner ane  everylhing  passed

Tarmeniously aml benefivially.  T'he
1. Howing  oflicors were elocted  Tov
Ltie enzuing veur :Geo. W, Rinker,

Aurara, Peesident; J. M. White, Ve
rona Vieo President; M. 19 1L Smelt-
zer, ML Veviem, trecenrer; [ Lo Al
lan, Peivee City, soeretinry; Jokn Coe-
il, Mt. Vernon, :usistant secretiry.
The Tolowing are the township  viee
Iresidents: No A, Dranstetier, Spring
River; J. D. Hiilhouse, Auvorn; ey,
< B Fly, Puek Praicie; J. 13, Reagan,
Turnbaek;  Sam Richardson, Oznrk;
Wm. Cochran, Lincoln; J. . Blkin,
Mt. Vernon; Jonuthan Hunt, Greene;
F. C. Johnston, Puiree, Vineyard and
Mt., Pleasant. The numbir of Sun-
vay schools in the county have near-
ly doubled over lust yenr and interest
i= 2l inereasing . A 'l report  of

the convention will be published i
e semi-annual,  somedime in S
Lo lpey.”

[n Muy 1868 ML Vernon roceivel
muil only Lhres Limes @ oweek, On
that data the now daily stagge lin:- he-
Lween Springelield and Neosho vio ML

Vernon was an estaldishied faet, On
Murelh 7, 1886, the Jiest Snnday anil

belween Verona govl MU Vernon s

tablisleat,  Thy Giest post afllee s
stidkfonad in a0 twe roomesd dwee Do
{wliere the Gibls property was o
winls ll) amd ane room wis ol
Foy the post olfice.

Thia there woe the Dle oo,
drawn by one loose, whis! o vl
Pinels Sam’s mail, for awhile, G ool
{rom tha depot and post ofttec. Tnw
the mail is trnsported on trueka =nil
automabiles buses to and from  our
el ollicn which iy loested in the Tle-
Pherion building ab the west si e of
the cquie. This builiing was ¢ m-
pletcd in July 1925,

The TS rrad maidl pervice i: one
ol olr  preatest convenienee: ol
these who e in ihe serviee al ML,
Voernen, today are: Reute |, 7 herl
Hrown; No. 2, R, M. Hornidy; 17 3,
Lester Browning; No. 4, A .U, T unt
anil No. 5, Arlie Holmes.

T. J. Kemper was the first ¢ [ [Tt
Vernon's rural route earriers {o in-
lire and after 26 1|2 years of con-
tinued serviee was retived on & -
wion.

When Mr. Kempev retired, irites
3 and 4 were consolidated and o Vpg|
roule 3 and Lester rownin ' vag
mnade  ecarrier, Then route & was




changed Lo route 4, making & routes
instead of G .

Varying a little from real early his-
tory, let us bring to mind the old bus
and wagonette which met the train
each day including Sundays. Always
on Sunday afternoons it was a custom
for the young folks to be at the de-
pol to see the “jerky’ come in. It
was in the pay 90's that these vehieles
carried us to the Big Spring where
moonlight pienics were enjoyed. To-
day Lawrence county's Baptist As-
sembly Temple and eamping grounds
are gituated on top of the hill above
this spring and it is called  Baptist
IR

The first rubber-tired buggies in
Mt. Vernon were owned hy Joe J.
Manlove and Dr. Challie Lebow, about
the year 1901 or 2  consequently
these young men were ““the catehes”
of the town.

_ The vehicle owned by “Joe J." was
a stanhope and the harness was of
white Jeather.

The first automobile in Mt. Vernon
was owned by John T. Holland about
1906 and was a Jackson. Prior to
this time the buggy and carriage were
the luxurious made of travel. When
the present court house was built the
old hitehing rack of posts nnd ehains
mrounl the court house yard  were
maved, some to the west side of the
square and others to the city eceme-
tery and put arcund graves. ‘The
herses are  now hitehed to hitehing
racks and telephone  poles on side
streets.  Airplanes nare seen today
flying nver Mt Vernon and aur near-

¢at nir-port is stationed at Carthage.

The telephone line between Peirce
City and Mt. Vernon was completed
Nov. 12, 1883, and John Ceeil sent
the first message from the Chieftain
to the Empire. About fifteen months
later, the telephone took the place of
the telegraph.

The Mt. Vernon telephone building
was planned and designed in  every
particular by the late J. N. B, Shel-
ton and built in 1923.

During the period of railroad con-
gtruetion, along the south line of the
county, murder and pillage were com-
mon crimes. So clear was this fact
that travelers were thoroughly armed
amd watehlful. W, H. Johnson, coun-
ty collector and R. H, Landrum, de-
puty, left Pierce City about this time
with a large sum c¢f money collected
that week. They were aware they
were watehed, but on Saturday ev-
ening mounted their fast horses aml
reached Mt. Vernon seventeen mili-s
by road then-in  one heur and 50
nminutes,

“The old swimmin’ hole” not Tfar
distant in Williams or Cherry's croek
wag a joy to the “boy of yesterday.”

Those who years agzo enjoyed the
cool waters of the old “Bob Whaley
Swimming Hele"” might he interested
ty be reminded how this swimming
hole ot jts name. Tt is said that Rob
Whaley, in quest of a place to swim
in Williama ereek, stepped in “hands
over head” and this swimming hole
therr upon took his name. The shift-
int sands of this ereek have since fil-
[~1 it up.



A Gentlewoman-—

The following poem was writien by
Miss Edith Boyd, a patient at the
Missouri State Sanatorvium.

There's a lady at the Eaton

Whom the patients love to see,

Or henr her brisk footsteps approach

With eurnest dignity.

With her curly iron locks

And her figure, straight and tall,

With a mighty trusting faith in God

And kind greeting from us all.

She's the night nurse at the Eaton

And her busy fingers fly

She reads the best of verse or prose

And her heart and soul] are high,

What an interesting speaker

Holds attention to the end

While her stories have i moral,

Ehe would make a worthy friend.

My mother hoped that T would be

A gentlewoman, pure and sweet

sut 1 ne’er knew one that played
that part

*Till Mrs. Mattie Boucher, <id I meet.

Birth Announcement ~—

My and Mrs, Lewis Bartlesmeyer
of near Mt. Vernon received a wire
this week from their son, A. V, (Al-
vin} Bartelsmeyer of St. Louis an-
nouncing the birth of a baby girl

Then there was Ammon Crump,
(colored) who for years was a famil-
iar figure on the strects of Mt. Ver-
nen and was a handy man around the
court house . Beb Crump (colored)
was one of Mt. Vernon's barbers for
4 number of years.

Those who have been away from
the “old home town' for somc years
and should chance to read these lines,

the fellowing names will remind them
of some more of their old Mt. Vernon
acquaintances who possessed nick-
names: George Leathers (Pints); Geo
Whaley, Chineh; Harry Rawlings,
Booker; Charlie Millsap, Phoebe; Vie-
tor Rawlings, Feathers; Floyd Full-
hright, Buck; Homer Gardner, Quail;
Lawrence Szmuels, Mink-eye; W. N.
Marbut, Deacon; W. W. Cecil, Bidge;
Hal Johnson, Pete; Truman Hickman,
Hoggie; Jesse Owens, Bunker; Chax-
e Nelson, Birdie; Clarence Roster,
Tige and Baldy; Charley Gray, Big
Ears; Albert Whaley, Buck;— Ra-
gain, Grinner; Harry Silverwood,
Deafy; Cark Trimble, Blabb; Bert
Bryant, Governor; Tom Ryan, Rebel;
George Rawlings, Big Booker; Geo.
Cochran, Poguer; —-Jones, Twinkle;
— Raguin, Oxhead.

In adding to the list of nicknames
several of the following are of later
generations: Charlic Freman, Freedy;
Walter Counts, Humpy; Clarence Wil-
liums, Fuzzy;  Arthur Bartlesmeyer,
Duteh; C. B. Hudson, Curly; Everett
Cochran, Bones; Cecil McCanse,
Straggler; Lawrenee McFall, Mug;
Tom Phillips, Pidge; Charlie Bryant,
Poker; Walker Bryant, Hiker; Hury
Halterman, Skipper; Lloyd Rutledge
Tudy; Vernett Baugh, Dinger; Azell
Morris, Nellie; Robert Hughes ,jr.,
Jiggs; True Mulling, Puny; Frances
Reid, Possum; Allen Holmes, Squatty
Floyd Ruckert, Gale; Ryan Landrum,
Dumpe; Edwin Schmditke, Duek; Ral-
ph Silverwood, Buck and Rawmond
Gardner, Sister.



There are those in these lists how-
cver, who have been called by a lov-
ing veice and guided by a wise hand
across the great divide.

“Pis said the “robin’” is the first
harbinger of spring, but M. Vernon
has & more ependable weather pro-
phet than the ‘“rebin” it is none other
than Frank (Luke) Breckenridge, ac-
cording to eur local newspaper. This
gentleman’s locks are never shern un-
til the leaves have all put.out, frost
anud freezes are over and sapring has
made her decided appearance,

Chas. (Cabbaze) Warren wns once
the village blacksmith but this shop
has been discontinued. Now he can
be found most every day at the Chas.
Guthrie Produce near by the old shop
building, where he can dream of the
horses and horse shoes as he watches
the automobiles wo by.

In 1868 the first Mt. Vernon base-
hall nine was organized, “Star of the
Wesl,” and was in existence in 1874.
The members were Frank Smeltzer,
Will MeCanse ,Tom Booth, Tem Kel-
ton, Manse Gaither, Alf Whaley, Jer-
ry Elkins, Ike Counts, Chas. Hocker,
and John Skinner. The second line
of that elub cemprised B. Hocker, A.
Whaley, W. Cecil, J. Stone, H. Fow-
ler, M. Gaither., C. Thompson, C.
Warren and P. Gaither. The Cen-
tennial Base Ball club was organizer
in 1875. Tts members were J. Sloan,
A. Whaley, W. H. Tuvk, J. E. Gaith.
er, F. W. McFall, Z. Phillips and C.
W. Warren, A. T. Booth.

Toduy’s base ball team comprises:
Joc Cherry, catcher; George Pugh,

tirst base; Floyd Mullins, pitcher;
Charles Jeffords; pitcher; Emery Ham-
mer, third base; Eldred Roberts, short
stop; £id Rounds, catcher; Alvin
Whittle, second base; Roy Brown,
outfield; Ivan Sheckley, outfield;
Metz Cherry, outfield .

Other sports. which Mt. Vernon's
hoys and girls engage in today are
miniature golf and tennis. The golf
course is owned by Afton Paris and
the tennis courts by Robert and Wil-
liam Pugh.

The H.G.L. Club entertained on
Friday night at the home of Miss
Mary Cechran. The club meets ence
a week and entertains the young men
once a menth. Those so fortunate as
tn receive invitations were: Messrs.
Fd Friar, Pleas Richardsen, Gabe Mec-
Fall. Rufus Sizer. Dick Williams, Cly-
de Johnsen. Emery Alexander, Jim
Potter, Will Bearden, Everett Coch-
ran anl Gerr~e Leathers. The mys-
tic letters “H.G.L.”" seem to be a sym-
bol for a good time, what ever alge
they may mran. The members of the
club are Misses Mable Cochran, Ida
Dyer ,My-tle Alexander, Lillie Hal-
terman. Glen Faust, Amanda  Dyer,
Ollie Dickey, Minnie Coleman, Ida
Conklin and Rose Dver.

Party date was 1501,

TRecorder Mitehell says he issued
334 marringe licenses during the yéar
1900.
¥eb. 2nd. 1931—Regular Meeting of
the Ad Club Held Monday Night.

The Mt. Vernen Ad Club met in
the hasement of the Presbyterian
church Meonday night with an attenl-
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The dinner served by the goat: for
the oecasion was most excellent.

A debate by students from the high
school on the question of chain stores
wag a notewerthy fealure of th eev-
ening. The debaters were Misses
Anna Mae Smith and Bernice Hill-
house who affirmed that chain stores
are deterimental to the Lest interests
of the American public, and James
Hurley and Dwight Sencker who
@l to cover the question thoroughly in
spoke on the negative side of the
question. The debaters all displayed
el argumentative ability and seem-
the limited time at their (isposal.

The usnal order of business was
then taken up by the President, Dr.
Dooth. Some commnunications were
read by the secretary and acted upon

Robt, Stemmons was admilted ng a
member to the c¢lub and made one
¢f his echarzetteristic speeches which
was greatly enjoyed.

Prof, C. E. Evans, state high school
inspector was called npon and made
a short talk along the line of educat-
1onal work.

Mr. John Hancock made a report
on behallf of the eommitice on high-
ways and stated that information of
a more definite nature would be giv-
en at the nexi meeting.

The commitiee on Sales Days, as
reported on by Ben Cuendet had made
excellent progress and it is planned
to begin  regular Red Ticket Sales
Ilays within a very short time, A
meeting of merchants was announced
which was held at the Mt. Vernon

Motor Co. garage Tuesday night for
the purpose of completing plans,

One of the most absurb things we
have read lately was the letter re-
ceived by the Mayor asking that the
nume of Mt. Vernon be changed. if
anyvone had any objection to our
trwn being named that they shoulit
have “hellered’ before this.

County court opened with prayer
one morning in 1980 ; creating quite a
hit of exritement in the comrt house.
The world might net be se topsy
turvy if praver wasn’t considered
something unusual and we’d appeal
te tite Higher Power on all oceasions.

The Mt. Vernon brass band was not
oreanized until 1880 and its mem-
hers were: J. H. Matthews, Dan
Fenton. Wm. Catts, Onis Whaley
Gzen. King, Wm, Fisk, A. R. Conklin,
Jas, Phillips und John Phillips. The
Mi. Vernon cornet hand was organ-
ized in 1885,

The Fireman’s hand of Mt. Ver-
nen in 1903 (a continuation of the
ofd band) comprised: Claude Kendall
(known as Gram'pa), Frank (quarts)
Leathers, Clyde (Softy) Hocker, Dade
{Colonel) Ryan, Harry (Clubby)
Sedwick, Jimmie Matthews, Onis Hili-
house, Will  Owens, Dick (Martin)
Williams, Rill Sharp, Will Harvey, vil-
lage blacksmith, Billie Smith and
Fred Ryde, a baker. This band fur-
nished the music on Decoration Day
May 30, 1903, and were the proud
possessors  of brand new band uni-
forms in whieh they had their picture
taken on this day.



The boys of the Mt. Vernon fire
department, (on the hook and laddey
team), won the champienship three
consecutive years after which they
hrought home the belt for keeps.

The present organization of ihe Mt
Vernon band, with Max Turk as di-
rector, comprises: Russel Turk, Lin:
coln Weiss, Keith Turk, Lloyd Mat-
thews, Floyd Matthews, Orzl Woods,
Harry Woods, Vernette Baugh, New-
ton Patton, David Allen, Loren Bue-
hler, Rochard Landrum, Ryan Land-
rum, Dy, D A Wilson, Dwight Sene-
ker and Kenneth Terrell.

The oldest person living in Mt
Vernon today is Mrs. Kirby who is
91 yeuars old and lives with her
dutghter, Mrs. Hattie Qwen.

The person living in Mt. Vernon
the greatest number of years iz be-
lieved to be Mis. Alice McFall,

The oldest persons born in Mt. Ver-
non known to be living are Mrs. Alice
McFall amd her  Bwother, Plensant
Wear. Mrs. MeFall was born Feb.
28, 1948 in Mt. Vernon and has al-
ways lived within this school district.
Mr. Wear was born in 1846 and re-
sides in Oklahomna,

The most recent death of one who
lived in Mt. Vernon a numhber of
vears is that of Mrs. Georpe Ryan
who came to Mt. Vernon in 1887 and
resided here until her death on June
2, 1931.

The Phi Delta Mu’s Mothers
Banquet. (Held in 1925 )

The Phi Delta Mu Club gave a three
course turkey dinner in honor of
their mothers, Wednesday evening of

—— AR S I W

e 11th, 1825, The Carnzlion
Ci.ffee Shop was the scene. Miss Al-
ma Cherry, president of the club wal-
comed the mothers and Mrs. W. N,
Marbut responded. Between courses
toasts were given Miss Frances Turk
acting as tosatmistress. Each mother
and deuphter was called on for short
tallkts. The favors were pink carna-
tions.

The members present accompanied
by their mothers were Misses Alma
Cherry, Mary aned Pauline Leathers,
Anna Ruckert, Louise Byuelk, Dorothy
Marbut, Frances Turk, Edith Agan,
ani Mrs. Lorene Richardscn, Mable
H. lmes  and Wilma Turk. Misses
Olive and Naomi O'Dell two other
menibers of the club hud their sister
AMrs, Porter Jones as their guest and
AMrs. Lottie Hurley was another moth-
er present whose daughter, Miss Ruth
Frances Hurley is also a member but
iz attemling the university and was
therefore unitble to attend,

On Wednesday evening, Jan. Tth,
1925, the Lambda  Alpha Mu Club
held their annual dinner at the home
of Mrs. Lora Holmes . After dinner
was served beautiful little gifts were
exchanged.  The remainder of the
evening was spent in talking and lis-
tening to the radio. Mrs. Fred Will-
ing ham of Kansas City, Missouri
was guest of the club and the follow-
ing members  were present :Misses
Frances Schinidtke, Mabe! Bellis, Lur-
lene Whipple, Lois MeCanse, Lois
Landrum, Frances Potter, Eunice
Guthrie, Anna Cherry and Mrs. Lora
Holmes and Mrs. Ruth Fossett.



A very enjoyable meeting of the
20th Century Club was held on Fri-
day, the 9th, 1925, the subject for
ihe day was ‘‘Missouri Writers." Mrs.
Fenton was leader of the program. It
js a matter of increasing pride to Mis-
sourians that we have so many il-
lusrious airthers to our eredit and
the number is constantly increasing.
‘We had the pleasure of having with
us at this meeting, one of our bud-
ding authors, Mrs. Mae MeCord of
cur near by city of Springfield, who
was a puest of Mrs. Henson. She
has written many creditable articles
which have been accepted by (iffer-
ent magazines.  She writes moetly in
2 humorous vein and it was our plea-
fure to have her read and recite sev-
eral of her poems and spicy articles.
She haa lived wost of her life in the
Feart of the Ozarks and her articles
£how that she has fully Imbibed the
Teanty and eharm of the reglon and
an appreciation of its early inhab-
itants., We ghall expect to read many
a#rtieles frcm her pen In the future.
We had also as a guest Mrs. Robert
Harness of Kansas City who sang in
Fer charming way a beautiful sole,
the words of which were written by
Miss Kidd, a former teacher in our
high sehoel in Mt. Vernon.

The Lambda Alpha Mu Club  wax
entertained at the home of Miss Byna
Hargrove seuth of town Wednesday
ufternoon of last week. A very plea-
eant social hour was spent after the
husiness meeting. Delicfous refresh-
ments were served to fourteen club
members and  the fellowing guests:

Hlisses Inez Pugh, Louise Bruck, Ha-
ze] Hillhouse, Mona Ragain, Wilma
Cherry, and Mrs. Rex Johnsen and
Mre. Landreth Gurley of this eity.
Misg Kathleen Hargrove of Atlunta,
Ga., and Mys .Lora Willingham of
Kangsag City.

{(The above party wag In 1924)
P.E.O, Entertains (19285)

Chapter C.U. of P.E.Q. entertain-
ed May 18th, 1926 their mothers an:l
other guests. A seven g'clock dinner
wuz gerved at the home of Mrs. Sed-
wick with Mrs. Hurley as hostess to
the chapter. Covers were laid for 32
and the tables were artistically decor-
ated with the P.E.O. colors of yellow
and white with lighted candles. Yel-
tow irises and lillies of the valley ad-
ded charm to the oecasion. Following
the dinner an interesting program of
which Mrs. Mazrbut was the leader
was given, consistnig of music and
the “History of P.E.0." On leaving
many words of appreciation were
spoken by the guests.

Mrs, Loren E. Sencker announced
the engagement  of her daughter,
Elizabeth to Mr. Harold Cather of
Springtield, Mo, at a delightful
breaktast, Wednesday, July 15th, 19-
31. The table was decorated in pink
und white with kewples usged as the
centerpiece and on place cards. A
cousin, David Nelgon Roper of Sar-
coxle was the only man invited, but
he won honor by serving the hreak-
fust most efficiently to the sixteen
yeung ladies. Ruth Eaton and Mil-
dred Cather of Springfield were the
out of town guests.



© On Friday, July 31, 1931, one of
the weights on the courthouse clock
iell crashing from the-deme through
one floor to the other until it reach-
ed the first floor. Fortunately no
aone was in the path of the weight.

Charles Millsap returned from the
Philippine  Islands. He had been
ihere wabout five years and during
that time ad ben home twice. He
returned by way of the Holy Lanid
where he spent several wecks. He
gaitl the country is very much as is
pietured.
{ About the year 1911)
Golt News, In Aug, 1931

The big matehes seems to center on
Miles Phillips and Frank Pruitt, hoth
just learnmy the mashie from the
putter.  Dee Fossett who is Phillip's
manager elaims that Frank iz handi-
capped by the fact that Miles is just
about the same size as Reobby Jones.
Chartey Guthrie, beyvond doubt is ene
aof the fustest players on. the Aurora
course. He and Andy Crawford hit
a bappy medium, Dr. Baird is still
studying shots ,and trying to make
them. Anl zpeuking of golf it woaled
he a ppod game for Dr. Booth and
Walter Speer. Troy Call takes o
roun: now and then hut the last time
be seeleted a 36 plaver. The clubs
of Andeison Myers and Jake Millsap
are beginning to rust but with cocler
weither, they may be back. Dee
Foszelt is plaving a hawl game and
tulking while everyone else putts, He
came in with ties while playing Tim
Newherry the other day and Tim
spent the next evening swinging his

itens in the back yard. The Han-
coek boys ave taking anyone, any-
time, playing single ¢r dcuble as you
want it.  Prof. Ray is back from the
¢ llege and really better. This is the
fitsl season he hasn't admitted this.
C. B. Hulson hasn’t been out since
he heavd some one say he needed a
hrassie, it almost resulted in a fight
before he could be told he didn't have
to weayr it. Richard Landrum Thas
also showed improvement as well as
Fred Likins. J. Dewey Miils attract-
ed a pgrest deal of attention on 2
Springfi:ld  course recently, making
200 to 250 yard drives with one arm
and playving a real game. Max Good-
mon gtill beats his father, Hemer.
Doy Secut Az'ivities —

Troap 54 Mt, Vernon Scouts Lave
tue greatesi number ¢f activities to
their ceedit of any trocp in this lis-
trict ¢ mposed of 20 ccunties o nid
they challenge an ytroop in the U. 8.
tfar greater, The following is a list
in part f~r vear ending in June. In
June 1500 they sold 250 flags, ob-
se'veld Flar Day by mising Flag at
Mt Vernon and Mo. St-te Svnator-
funn  In July made ofiicial visit t o
Doy Sccut Camps.  Ta Aupust  they
made an overnight hike. In Septem-
ber they observed Labor Day with a
parade snd program. Canvassed the
town for hoard and room for 300
pipe linz employees and maintained a
first 2icl and furnished infermation
futing theiv two months stov.  Also
mainta‘na:| first aitl and furnishe! in-
i rmaticn at Harvest Show. In Oct.
they were placed in charge of Charity



Fund for the city and spensoved il
throughout the winter. Tn Nov. they
chserved Airmistice Day by raising
flags and colleeted food and clothing
and distributed to the peor. In Dec.
they visited negro Sunday school with
Tanta Claus and gave toys and candy
to children. Visited and delivered 32
haskets to shutins and ncedy. Visitec
70 hospital ehildren and took them
candy. Visited county jail and pave
ench prisoner freit aml candy. Visited
coanty farm with same. Helped 1o
decorate city. In Jan. they entertained
Troop 18 of Springtield with banquet.
Tal. they celebrated 21st anniversary
they celehrated the 21st anniversary
nf the Roy Scouts of America with
speeches, nusic and program. In
March they sponsored Court of Hon-
or at Missouri State Sanatorium  and
furnished banqguet and program for
the Springlield, Monett, Republic, Ho-
berg and Stotts City {roops. They
attended the dedicaiion of a4 eabin at
Maonett for Seout headguarters, Went
on two zfternen hikes. In April they

attended an official meeting at Camp
Arrowhead. Attended religious ser-
vices in a body. In May they spon-
rored a bird house building conlest,
(ib entries. Each boy who entered
was wiven a pood knife. Observed
Deeoration Day by raising flag  and
helping decorate thiee cemeteries.
DBirthday Party

A most delightful time was spent
2t the home of Miss Ruth Frances
Hurley Saturday evening, Dee. 18th,
1020, the occasion being in honor of
her 16th birthday. Games, charades
and musiec were the amusements of
the evening, The hirthday cake, a
large white eake decorated with 16
pink eandles, contained a ring, a thim-
Lle, a butten and a cein which fore-
told the futures of the finders. The
candles were lighted and fortunes in
nut shells were drawn from beneath
Lhe cake anl read uloud which added
melrritment to the evening. After re-
Tveshments were served the guests de-
parted wilth expressions of having
spent a very pleasant evening.

CHAFPTER X1
REUNIONS AND HOMECOMINGS

On May 27, 1874 the Grangers
great picnic was held at Mt. Vernon.
Col. Coleman delivered the address.
One hundred and twenty-five wagons
formed the procession in which 2,000
persons participated.

The beginning of the old settlers
reunions of Lawrence county, dates
back to August 18, 1883, when a

large number of pioneers gathered on
the sward east of Phelps and held
their first reunion. Dr. M. Taylor
presided. At  this meeting James
White of Verona related that four
of his ehildren, born on the old home-
stead elaimed each a different county
as the place of birth. At least 4,000
pcople were on the grounds. Stands



and swings were numerous. The ad-
fress of W. B. Skinner was highly
spoken of by the large and attentive
gudienece who heard him. The prize
of $25 was equally divided between
Judge J, M. White and Judge D. E.
Gibson who were the oldest settlers
present, both coming here in  QOet.
1831. Elizabeth Williams, who was
present, came in Nov. 1831.  The
Deleware Indians were their neigh-
bors in 1831,  Asimilar present was
awarded to the oldest person on the
pround, which was waon hy Jas. H.
Robinson, Sr. age 83, John Chandler
claimed to be 101 but had no records
20 was omitted. Among the other
competitors were J. M. White 74; Eli-
zabeth Williams, 71; Mary Wicker,
73; Harriet Tillotson, 81; N. H. Goss.
77; Arminius Dobyns, 76 and Mary
Downing, 80. Mrs. Wm. Connell’s
Eaby won the carriage. Miss Ger-
trude Kirby won the prize as the
prettiest woman, Jacob Stemmons as
the handsomest man and Dy. M, Tay-
lor as the ugliest man. Jas. E, John-
son a meost industrious citizen was
awarded the prize as ihe laziest man
and cmma TRoberts as the prettiest
girl under 12 years of age.

For years the Miller pienic has
heen held annually on Aug. 18th and
19th and Mt. Vernon is always well
represented,

The band boys of Mt. Vernon al-
ways looked forward to the Phelps
and Miller pienies back in the 90's
and ‘tis said it was then that they
Just couldn't resist huntng “pa's” (1)
wagon just before noon to take a

peep at the fiied chizken, pies  and
cazes wlich had been Dbriught in
{r.m the surrounding country. (What
clse vculd be expected of hungry fel-
lows on such occasions?)

Mg, Vernon's first home coming
was on May 31, 1920. This ocension
brought back many old friends and
relatives to the old stamping ground;
and memories of bygone days as well.
The weatier was ideal an: Jdinner
was served on the west side of the
squaze at the door of one of the roomas
in the Harrvis bloek building. The
food was served on  paper plates
which were handed cut free to each
one asking for dinmer, The speakers
o fthe day were Major Wilks and I
V. McTherson. Major Wilks was the
honorad guest he being the oldest liv-
ing settler m the county at that time.
He is thougiht to have been in s
nineties at that time. A speeial au.
t mobile decorated with flags  was
sent to Verona to bring Major Wilks
to Mt. Vernon. His speech was en-
tirely historical of the county. The
second Home Coming was on May 29
and 80, 1921. Arevival meeting
which wus held under a big tent ,on
the grounds where the Musonic builde
ing now stands, closed on Sunday the
20th.  Agreat number of people came
to Mt. Vernon on this day and hearty
hand shakes and greetings were ex-
changed. Many remained for the
Home Coming on Monday the 80th
and Decoratien Day was observed as
well, In the  afterncen  volunteer
speeches weer made by Chas. Millzap,
Storm Whaley, Dr. Voorhies, Claud



Kendall and others and the commun-
ity singing was led hy Miss Ruth Sed-
wick. The day wus hivight and warm
and a bountifnl hasket dinner  was
gorvieed on the court house lawn where
they assembled fov the day.  Tn the

evening ufter o weiner voust ot the
town spring they assembled at  the

Steand Theatre and the ohject of this
gathering wus to reminisce. One very
interesting speeeh was piven by Mrs.
Linnie Cecil Harryman who eseribed
and explained to us how the plam
leaf fan was {rimmed and worn as a
hat one summer, by the fair damsels
of Mt. Vernon back in the 90's.

Mrs. C. I?. Landrum,.in her drama-
tie way gave the reading, “Mr. Deo-
edle and Dolly,” which caused much
laurhter. James Potter, Jv, (known
Iy ki Mt. Vernon pals as Corn-bread
Jim) made a very enthusiastie speech
which was thoroughly appreciated.
Daide {Colonel) Ryan introduced the
speakera, In presenting Storm (Puz)
Whaley he made it doublinl as te the
lenesty ef this young man since the
bank in which he {(Storm) had been
emnloyed had been robbed several
thmnes and Storm would always flee to
the vault for safety until the rob-
hers were gone.

Mrs. Nora Millsup Harrymun and
Mrs, Nelle Millsap Eichenberger und
many others expressed their happi-
ness at being back for this occasien.
Mr, Eichenberger in relating his first
vigit to Mt. Vernon to sce his fair
fady, Miss Nelle Millsap ,spoke  of
one gecasian which was given in his
henor, saying he hud never seen 5o

muny preity girls in one buich s
lie saw on thal oceasion. Of course
we all felt flatlered. Claude Kendall
gave several readings, of his  own
composition, pertaining te both these
Home Comings and bygone days. The
meeting was opened by Claude Ken-
dall who ealled on Mr. George Me-
Canse to act as ehairman. After thess
speeches, readings and responses
tootbyes were said and at a laie hour
the party disbanded leaving the old
stamping ground of their chil¢hootl
for their several homes in others
states, towns and counties. The com-
mittee for these Home Comings was:
Claude Kendall, Victor Rawlings and
Frank {Quarts) Leathers. The idea
of these THome Comings originated
with this committee one evening
while they were sitting on the court
louse lawn envaged in conservation.
Both these cecasions will long he
rememberaq.

Asg this bit of history proes to print,
plans are well under way for another
Horie Coming in celebration of Law-
rence county’s one hundredth birth-
day, The following article appeare:i
in the Lawrence Chieftain of July
o0, 1931
LLawrence County Proclaims Welcome
Centennial to be Held at Mt. Vernon

September 24-25th

In the year 1831 the word ““depres-
sion” played ne part in the life of
Lawrenee County’s fivst settlers. With
inborn courapge eaeclt trial was inet,
Hardshins were accepted and hum-
ble soculs gave thanks for the day's
menger blessings .




In keeping with this plonecr spirit
{he Mother Heart of the 0l¢d Home-
stead sends forth a call that all, hy
birth or adeption, who owe alleg-
iance to this favored land, return to
pay worthy homage to these fore-
{athers. Lvery wanderer iz urged to
come home for this historic occasion
where together, we may turn back
the pages of menory in happy rem-
iniscence arul associution.

We will tell once more the tales we

told,
When the world was young and

kind;
"Mid the seenes of the “0ld Swimmin'

hole

And an old Swectheart of mine.

Old Timer if you have the B.B’s
{broke and blue)- hitch-hike home,
they’ll be a light in the window.

Name amd address of anv former
Lawrence County folk will he mmuch
tippreciated. Be sure and write us
y¥ou're coming, for those who remain
on guard, would like to clasp your
hand again  and say, “Put’er there,
Old Pard.”

State Commiiitee:
3t. Louis, Neith McCanse, Charles

Gray.

Kansas City, Clara Crawford, Challie

Lehow
Jefferson City, Jimmie Potter, Chas.

Millsap,

Springflield, Alma Roseberry,

Wright.

Joplin, Alma Manlove, Will McDonald
County Committee:
Aunt Pernie Lacy, Lem Allen, Ka-

Hallis

thryn Gardner, Geerge Reagan, Cora
Lioothe, Tom Loy, Hannah Davenport
Joe Swmith, Ben Joeckel, John Spill-
man, Ida Beck, George Orr, John
Moore, Dcllie Barrvis, Zeb Williams,
Uncle Jim Downing, Vie Rawlings,
Della Harris, Lillian Arthur, Frank
Neece, Emma Williams, Jim Moore,
Jim Wooten.

Out-State Comniittee:

Oklahema, Blanche Wear,
Thompson.

California, Bob  Whaley,
Guam.

Arkansas, Storm
Jennings,

Kansas, Luey Greer

Nehrasha, Al Davis

Culorado, Ira Lewis

Fl rils, Anne Melton

Orez n, Anna Forrette.

Wyominz, Blanche Glbz-n
Washingtan, Billy MeCanse

New Youl, Guy Doyd

Hlin is, Ethel Logsdon,

Texns. Jennie Turrentine.

Washington, D. C, Lcuise
fieid, Dick McPherson.

Claude Kendall, Gen’l. Chr,

We're Off

Lawrence  Ceounty’s Centennial
Home Coming was officially lsunched
Mrnday night by the chairmen of
the vari-us committees and (he date
fixed for Thursday and Fridzy, Sept.
2 dand 25. Qur special invitatjons
will be off the press this week and
we are urgently asking everyone who
have relatives ,neighbors er fiends,
wio have left the hest ccunty in Mis-

l.21ah
Lagar

Whaley, Dixie

Arm-
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ouri, to bring cy send in their names
amel address. We will camp right
oy their trail aml make’em come
home for a visit: The old timers are
the ones we all wanl to see and if
they ever lived inside the fense of
old Lawrenee  we're going after’em
strone. Kindly help out and send in
the nmmes.  Give us their nickname
too if they were bad cnough to  have
one.  Address,

Centennial Committees

A meeting was held last week  for
the purpese of appuinting commitices
el cutlining 2 program fer the big
cintennial and heme coming celelnat-
ionn te be held at Mi. Vernon some-
time during the early part of Sep-
tember the dute is Septcmber 24-25.

The commitiees appointed by A. i
Booth, president of the loeal Ad Club
are ag follows: General chairman, C.
L. Kendall, advertising. The execut-
ive committee of the Ad Club, Goo.
Qvr, chairman.

Heme Coming and Entertainment.
Claude Kendall, City; J. B. Mnore,
Pierce City; Chas .Whaley, City; Mrs.
C. I, Landrum, City; Mrs. Katherine
Garidner, Aurora; Gene -Loy, Anroru'
Dr. P. A. Holmes, City.

History and Antiques: R. M. Hom-
ily, City; Mrs. Gaylord Hancock, Ulty;
Mrs. Lottie T.- Hurley, City; Miss
Virginin Cecil,. Cily; Robert Schoer,
Friestatt; John Matlock, Stotts Cily;
Dy. C. W. 8Shelton, City; Henry Me-
Canse, City; Vietor Rawlings, City;
W. B. Lowry, Aurora; Sanford Turk,
Miller; Judge Geo. Ragain, Marion-
ville; F. L..Gillspie, Pierce City; Hen-

ry Williams, ML, Vernon; J. W. Brown
Murionville,

IFinance: Gayloxd Ranecock, city;
J .0. Burson, City; Dr. B. D, Bairl,
vily; Ben Cuendet, city; Ewmery FLi,
city; Dol “Adamson, Miller; Finis
King, Aurora; Al Forsythe, Pierce
City; Byron Coleman, Manonvﬁin,
W. M. Pate, Hoberg.

Concessions: C. B. Hudson, eity;
John Hancock, City ;Troy Call, city;
Eldred Seneker, City; B. B, Dryer,
City; Chas, Meyer, City. ‘

Exhibits: J. E. Rutter, c¢ity; Maltin
Smith, City; Bert Jennings, RFD; (.
‘W. Moare, City, RFD.; Ivan Smith,
City; 1. A. Reitz, City; Ernest Young
Verona; Francid' Young, Bowers Mill :
Tra Patton, City; Linn Drace, Aurom,

I"srade and Floats: Mrs. Earl Pugh;
City; Miss Nina McCracken, City;
Barl. Smith, City; Miles Eliff, Aurors ;
Miss Marte Awvmfield, City; 0. L.
Howser, City; E. M. Pottinger, Cily;
Miss Lottie Cameron, Cily; Harry
Mogre, City; IFloyd Ray, City. ’

Cooperation with Legion: Dr. T. T..
Marshall, city;  August Sdmlicitke,
City; Dee Fossetl, City; El Imer’ Tan-
ler, IRex Johnson, City.

Claude Kendall, Gen. Chair.
phone 27, Mt. Vernon ,Mo.

Lawrence County People

Are you helping on the Cenfennial
Home Coming ‘by sending in names
and correct addresses of all who have
Hveil. in (and left) the best county
in Missouri? Tt will be perfectly safe
for some of the old gang to come
baek as all' boyhood crimes even up
te hLoss' stealin’ has heen forgiven.

Tele-



Names are coming fine, bring ot send
your list. We are making a com-
plele card index for public use in the
future.

Claude Kendall, Tel. 27. Gen. Chr.
Boy Scouts to Build Old-Time Cebin
For Centennial

Ameong the many interesting fea-
iures of the Lawrence County Cen-
tennial, will be an old time log cabin
of the kind our forefathers used a
century ago.

It will be built on the northeast
corner of the city pary by the boy
scouts, assisted by Secoutmaster R. M.
Hornidy and Prof. Martin Smith. The
latter was asked by Mr. Hornidy to
superintend the work which he has
kindly consented to Jdo. Work will
commence this week, and it iz plan-
ned by those in charge to complete
it about a week before the (date set
for the Centennial. The cabin will
be a permanent construction, and af-
ter it has served its mission as a Cen-
tennial feature, will be modernized
somewhat and used as boy scout head
quarters and as an information bur-
eau, Much work will be put on it
and it is no small undertaking even
for willing young hands.

The ecabin will be a one room af-
tair, sixteen feet square. A clap
board roof, puncheon floor, loft, fire-
place and glassless windows with
shutters will add the pleasing prim-
itive touch. No nails will be used in
the construction of this building, but
wooden pegs will take their place, A
ladder will be used as the stairway to
the loft  angd there will be a latch

sirinig on the door, in additicn to the
lock with the wooden key.

The cabin will contain furniture in
accord with itself. A four poster bed
and the trundle bed benexzth. An
antique clock will grace the mantle
piece with candles on either side. A
spinning wheel will add a pleasing
touch and the fire place will have the
proper equipment, including z Duteh
aven.

Mrs. Claude Kendall has ask for

the  privilege of landscaping the
grounds surrounding the eabin  and
Mr. Hornidy has gladly granted her

request. Hollyhocks and other flow-
ers that grandmother loved will be
transplanted  and add the finishing
touch.

Mr. Hornidy says the only modern
thing about the cahin will be the
electric lights, which he feels iz nee-
essuty because of those who may de-
sire to view the cabin at night.

Part of the Gang:

Below are a few of the old gang
that are expected at the big Law-
rence County Heme Coming and Cen-
tennial Celebration. The old timers
mentioned below have all received in-
vitations from Claude Kendall, thLe
general chairman of the celebration.

Storm Whaley, Tom Jennings, Jim
Potter, Bill Thompson, Al Davis,
Frank Jones, Dade Ryan, Jim Sater,
Otto Hickman, Joe Manlove, Elmer
Rutherford, Dick MePherson, George
Catts, Car] White, Fred Orr, Charley
‘Saddlebags' Gray, Chas, Henson, Hal
Matthews, George Ryan, Arlie John-
son, Loy Lebow, I{eith MeCanse.
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back
we'll

These boys write they’ll be
{or the Centennial-“Yeh' and
be mighty elad to see them.

Claude Kendall, General Chalrman
What Have You?

The committe on histery mmul an-
tiques for the Lawrence County Con-
tennial Home Coming September 24-
25th have learned at this early date

our counly is a vertible store-house ot
priceless relies and keepsakes that all
played their part in the daily life of
our ewrly suttlers, The steady wmarch
of progress has made many of thesc

carticles praetically obsolete, yet tney

are & mute and oftimes fragic remind-
e of Dbye-gone udays,

CHAPTER XI1

CONCLUSION

Coming town through the years
from 1845 (the first settling ol MM,
Vernon) to 1031, we fiml that our

professien:zl indusirial and -ecommer.
have made marked .

vinl enterprises
Trosress.

Lawrenc: County's fruit and- daiyy

farms have made wonderiul: develop-
ment during the past hundred years,

Her highways and country roads
kave been greatly improved.

U. 8. Highway 66 (The Mainstrect
of Americn) is seven miles north ol
IIt. Vernon amd highways 38 and 39
leading out ef here, eonnect with it.

Among - the many civic improve-
‘ents of our city is the water, light
aml sewage systemm which provides
» protection, convenience and sauitat-
g1l -

Our population, net including the
Canatorium, has increased to almost
1400,

Dur secial, educational and eelig-
fous organizations have reached a
Chigh standard ,and today Mt, Vernon
is ane of the most beautiful and pros-
perous smal]l cities of southwesp Mis-
SOLTI,

(The End)

“IHE RECORDRPRINT



Anp After-Word

This hit of history was given in
part (by the writer) as a program
for one of the social organizations,
(Chapter CU of P.E.O.,) in Mt. Ver-
non, and the writer was requested to
have it published. In doing so more
has been acdded.

If any erroneous statements have
been wmade, please pardon, {or this
information has been obtained [rvoin
the memories of early settlers and
from recards of the past and present.

In writing this brief history, a spec-
ial effort has been made te bring out
in somewny the naume of every earli-
est and early settler (or descendanrts
thereof) who have in someway help-
ed to make Mt. Vernon and Lawrence
county what they are,

Miss Virginia Cecil, editor of the
Lawrence Chieftain set by hand every
letter af the type which was used in
printing the original publication of
this Thistory es It appeared in the
Chieftain,
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