HISTORY OF MERCER COUNTY, MISSOURL

Missoun: forms a part of what is known as the Louisiana Purchase. This
Purchase rises what is now Louistana, Arkan Missouri, Iowa, Minne-
sota, Kansas, zd:rul:a, Oregon, Colordo, Indian Territory, Montana, Washing-
ton Territory, Dakota and Wyoming, L .

This vast country, many times as large as either France or Spain, was, a cen-
tary age, by turns sion of each, powers regarded it as a pos-
session of pominal value only; and in lwg'oﬁaﬁons it was considered only as
in he settl i

The following list of the pioneers of the county, in addition to the sbove-named
persons, is compiled from tze early jury lists and other public records, and from
such other sources as have been accessible fo me. Doubtless some have bheen
omitted : Reuben Hatfield, Pet-r Cain, Joseph Moss, Mariin Moss, Joshua Moss,
R. I, Slover, William B. B.llew, Thomas Ballew, Richard B. Batlew, John
Hart, Morgan Hart, Peter Hart, Archibald Smith, H. B. Gale, Anial Miles, John
Reeves, James Morgan Samuel Speer, Samuel Proitt, James Clack, Robert W

small ¢ to make up small balances § of disputed g .

Of ail the nations of Euwrope, the French were the most persevering inland
discoverers. As early as 1682 they extended their exploratims among the
savage tribes from Canada, where they had gained o foathold. across to the Mis
sissippi river, and down its course to the Gulf of Mexico, and took possession of
the country in the name of the French king; and seventeen years afierwards they
founded the first settlement in this territory,

In 1762 France ceded it to Spain, and, after occupying it for one hundred and
thirty-eight years, Spain ceded it back to France.

In 1803 I.ﬂe United States purchased the territory of France for $15,000,000,
“This purchase not only included the right of eminent domain over the territory,
but also the fee simple of the seil, except small tracts granted away by the gov-
ernments of France or Spain. .

“Thus our territory has been subject to three different systems of jurisprudence;
and it not unfrequently happens that the courts of the state, in deciding cawses,
have to extend their inguines into the laws of Spain and France of more than a
century ago.

In ?73;0&: first settlement with the territory of Missouri was made by the
French at 5t Genevieve, and twenty-nine years later Pierre Laclede Liguest
made the first habitation for civilized man built m the present site of St. Lows,

In 1812 Congress passed an act organizing the territorial g of Mis-
souri. The territory included thea the whole Lovisiana Purchase nurth of the
present boundanies of the state of Lovisiana.

Tts territorial legislation consisted of a council of nine and a house of thirteen
members.,

In 1820, after a very beated discussion upon the slavery question both in Con-

and throughout the country, Missouri was admitted as a state of the Union
what is known as the M'ssouri Compromise Bill; the state then having a linle
less than 70,000 popalation,

In the year 1812 the territorial I:gi![ll\lr:‘:;gan[xed the county of St. Charles,
of which the verritory of Mercer county fo & part—a very small part, how-
ever, ns 5t Charles county then extended north-west to the Pucific ocean, and
north to the Dritish possessions.

Alter several subdi isions, by which the territory now forming this county
was made a part of Howard, Livingston, and Grundy counties, hL act of Legis-
lature in session of 1841-2, Mercer coanty wes creaied, but attached to Grundy
county for judicial and miltary purposes.

Its county government was organized in 1845, and the same year the county
seat was located at the present site of Princeton,

In September, 131:’5. was held the first term of the Cireuit Court for the county.
This court was held by Judge James A. Clark, Circuit Judge. There being as
yet no public buildings in the county, it was held at the house of Joseph Girdner,

‘The docket was small, there being but four civil cases on the docket, two of
which were appeal cases, e grand jury, at this term, found two indictments.
The first retorned was for the illegal sale of whisky,

The modern drinker. who pays ten cents for a gill of very bad whisky, can't
now understand why it was that in these early times a man should have been
indicted for selling straight, honest whisky by the tin cupful at the rate of ten
cents per gallon.

An examination of the early records of the court shows that a considerable part
of the time ¢f the court was occupied in the enforcement of the criminal law of
the state. The offences most frequently mdicted were for assault with deadly
weapons, the illegal sale of intuxicating Hquors, and for gambling,

A log court-house was erected this year; and that the evil-doers might have
the terrors of the law before their eyes, a log jail was also built. This was in
the primitive times, before fogues had the modern crooked ways of saw-
ing up and pulling 1o pieces our modern iron jails,

the tax hook of the year 1846 the collector. W, J- Girdoer, was charged
with state and county revenue to the amount of $450.45, bis commission being
$21.47. For this he setled; and afier deducting the county warrants taken by
him for taxes and his commission, he had a cash balance 10 inte the treasury
of $34.82, That was all the moncy the county treasurer hwg‘t{mt year. Thiny-
one years have passed. and the revenue levied for state, couaty and school pur-
poses in the county for the year 1877 amounts to $62,754.01. This is levi
a taxable property valuation, including railread propeny, of £3,165.312.00,

The first permanent settler that came to Mercer county was Mr. Jumes Parsons,
who came here and took  claim in the west part of the county in the fall of
1837, and erected a cabin, rie was then unmarried, and his mode of living was
what was termed * batching it.”" A few years before Mr. Parsons had left Ten-
nessee, when but seventeen years old, to seek a home in the then far west, An

han, and withont friends able to assist him, he left the place of his birth, un-
able to read or write, and vith but twao dellars and a quarter in money,  With
this small fund, on foot he found his way to Illinois, where he remained a few
years. Here, large as he was, he went to school, and soon acqui
called a common education. From there, with the small means he had saved
from his wages, and a stock of ng energy that always succesds, he came
here, and laid the foundation for what is now one of the best farms in this part
of the state. After he made a small improvement here he went 10 1llinois to
winter, with the intention of returning in the ensuing spring.  His improvement
was on the same land he still occupies as his homestead. On bis return in the
spring of 1838, he found another settlr in Mercer county, who had come emly
!jn the :‘rhlsys.hm share \bedﬁi:ur: destinies of the county, This was Mr,

ames n, who commenced to improve a farm on Section 8, Townshi
of Range 24. This farm is now wnedp::‘; Mr. Wm. A Boxley. B e
. The next year—18 company of pioseers from Whitley and Knox coun-
ties, Kentucky, settled in the county. This compny consisted of Mr. Joseph
Prichard and his family, among whom were his two sons. Jackson and
T., the former of whom is now a wealihy and soccessful farmer, livin
land entered by him soon after his arrival hese, and the Iatter of whom after-
wards became 4 prominent lawyer in the county, With this coshipany was Mr,
Joseph Girdner and his family, * Mr. James Girdner, then a comparatively youn,
mian, who scttled about two miles south.east of Princeton, on the land on whic
be sull residdes. W, J, Girdaer and John were also of this company.

About the same time James Hernford and John C. Griffin lucated on cf&
about two miles south of Princeton; Mr: Griffin star ed his career in the Grand
River valley as a farmer, but soon abandoned it for the study and practice of the
law, and located at Tremon, Grundy coanty.  He afterward became well known
throughout this of the state a8 an cfficient circuit attorney.

Mr. Griffin sull lives in Grandy county, struggling with the infirmities of age,
lmlien Thl.:.;hv practice of his profesion,

n 1 a5 A. Aul settled on the k
l:‘.ninh]g berry land afterwards known as the Peter

In the fall of 1839 three families came from Prince Edward county, Virginia,
and settled in the south part of the county, These were Royal Williams, Benja-
min D, Thraxton, and Richard Williams, the later of whom, now a very old
man, still resides on the farm envered by himself thirty-cight years ago.

Juseph Sallee, John Keeves, John Dunkerson, ﬁnm{%mn, Charles Thomp-
son, Seabent Rhea, Reuben Perkins, Jackson Williams and Alfred Hickman, with
their families, settled here in 1839, .

It is said that there were twenty. four families in the county in the fall of 1839,
During the next year—r, nge number of families located in the county,
and 0 improvements. This year the o unty eourt of Livingston county of
which Mercer y:unl{ then formed a part, appoin ed Abial Miles and Charles
Thompson Justices of the Peace, who were the first to hold that office in the

county,
Itis mpassible, at this date, to collect a full list of the early settlers,

on the

| most of the land of the county had been entered, although large tracts were en-

hold, John Rockhold, Thomas Brown.

‘The above-named had all settled here as early 35 1840; after this the arrivals
of each year were more numerous,

The earlier settlers came mostly from the mountainous parts of Kentucky, |
Virginta, Tennessee, and Norih Carolina; and the mest of them came with only
enough means to pay fur the lands they bought of the government,

Although in the county there was a Large amount of praine lands, yet these
early sertlers selected their homes in the woods, where the soil was much infertor
to l{nl upon the prairie,

It was not until the year 1850 that the prairie lands began to be taken up,
when emigrants began to come from Ohie, Indiana and Tlliools, By 1856 the

tered by non-resident speculators, many of whom still hold their lands,

Thirty years ago game was abundant, and the wild bees did not suffer a hollow
trunk of a tres to remuin tenantles,

Beeswax, deer and coon skins, and woll scalps, were ahout the oaly resources
of the people for ready money; and malicious tradition has it that thefe was a
general understanding among the hunters that when a she-wolf was capuured she
was to be let go, a8 being too valuable to the fraternity to be killed,  Why not
let her go?  Her progeny, the nest year, would be worth one dollar per scalp.

Aside from an occasional sale fo emigrants, there was no market for the pro-
ducts of the farm. Purk hauled to the river landing brought but a mere pittance.

As there was but little money in the country, little could be purchased by the
people that required payment in moncy, Store clothes were not 1o be thought
o ?‘:ml. the skill of the wives and daughters of the settlers in spinning and weav-
ing always provided a | ifal suppiy of h pun that rendered the people,
for clething, independent of the merchant, In these early times, the spinning-
wheel and loom were a necessary part of the househuld furniture, and were found
in almost every cabin,

The first grist mill erecied in the county was built about two miles below
Princeton, by Jesse Newlin, in 1839. This was a water mill on Grand River;
and a store was opened at the same time and place,

In 1859 the Hannibal and St. Joeeph Railtuad was completed, which, though
fifty miwes distant, afforded our people & fiuch easier access to the markets of the
warld, Before this, all business went 10 Brunswick, in Chariton county, on the
Missouri river. Adfler the completion of this railroad, Chillicothe became the

sbipping point for the people of this coanty,
ercer county is twenty-one miles east and west, by twenty-one and one-fourth
miles north and south.

It is bounded on the north by Tuwa, on the west by |

Harrison county, on the south by Grundy county, and on the east by Sullivan |

and Potnam counties.

It is watered by the east or Weldon lork of Grand river, |

which runs north and south, dividing the county into two nearly equal parts, |

The middle fork of Grand river runs close to the west line of the county, some-
times in Mercer and sometimes in Harrtson coanty. The eastern part of the
county is watered by Muddy and Medicine crecks. Much of the soil of the
county is underlaid by a strata of imestone, which furni-hes an ample supply of
the best building material. The streams are bordered on each side by a belt of
timber; oak, elm and hickory being the principal varieties; the ook especially
being of an excellent quality. The divides between the streams nre mostly prairie.

The sail of the prairie is of a rich black loam, with subwoil of clay, That of
the timber land is what is kuown as a clay sail, There are, however, considera-
ble tracts of what is known as elm land.  On this the principal tim
and the soil is much superior to the oak lands, being as guod as the prairi .
The seil, hoth on the prairie and in the timber, is well adapted to the cultivation
of corn, wheat, rye, oats and grass, The principal atiention of the farmers is
devated to the cultivation of the above crops,  Mare attention, however, is given
to the corn erop than to the others,  From the products of the crop are annually
fattened large numbers of cattle and hs

Mercer county is too far north to admit of the successful cultivation of the
peach; but the soil, in its adaptation to the cultivation of the apple, has no supe.
rior, Nearly every farmer has an orchard that yields a plentiful supply for home
use, while a few persons have planted large orchards.

5 M. and Henry Wayman have nrchards numbering 5000 trees, Dr. T. M,
Fullerton has an orchard near Princeton nambering 1,200 trees, Ira B, H
of 600, and Joseph Smith, in the sonthern part of the county, vne numl
1,000 trees.  These large orchards are just beginning to bear.

The success of these investments wi||r. of course, depend on the price froit will
bring in the futare; but it is believed that the easy access by railroad to the pants
of the connty where the apple does not succeerd, will always make them profitalile,

All the hardy varieties of the grape fourish here, and some quite extensive
vineyards have been planted, the largest being that of Mr, b Smith, in the
southern part of the county, which numbers 10,000 vines. i here are also a
number of other vineyards of from 500 to 3,000 vines. The Cancord i the prin-
cipal variety planted,

Twelve years ago, the cultare of the grape in North Missouri was very profita-
ble 1o the few who had extensive vincyards, grapes then selling at fificen cents
per pound.  The fabulous amounts realized from a few acres of grapes gave a
great impetus to the callivation of the vine here. Bul the expectation of large
gaing have not been realized.  So many vines have been planted that now grapes
are a drug in the market, even at the rate of two cents pound,

In 1868 the Chillicothe and Des Moines City lemnﬁompany was organized,
its officers beiw%_j, H. Shanklin, of Grundy county, President, and of this county
R. B. Ballew, Treasurer. and Ira B. Hyde, Secretary. The capital stock of the
company was principally subscribeo by Mercer and Grundy counties, each taking

200,000 stock, and paying for the same with their bonds, due in twenty years,
hearing & per cent. interest.

This stock was sabseribed by the county, in obedience to a vote of the people, |
at an election, at which more than two-thirds of the votes were cast in favor of |

taking the stock,

This cumpany went ahead, and let the contract for making the road bed ready

for the fron from I'rinceton to Chillicothe, and after (his was completed, or nearly

0, the roadbed from  Princeton to Trenlon was mnuyedilm
0

to the Chicago and South-western Railway Company, wh company, under

the patronage of the Chicago Rock Island and Pacific Railread Cumpany, put |
T

it in successful operation in the summer of 1871, It is now known as the Sout
western Branch of the Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific Railroad, The pay-
ment of the county indebtedness inenrred in the taking of stock in the miiroad
company, and the interest om the same, entails upon the county a considerable
tax; bat, in the estimation of mest of the te, this is more than overbalanced
by the advantage derived from the rnilm:l.

The county has, so far, promptly met the interest on this debt, and is now
raksing, each year, o small sum wherewith to pay the principal.

THE TOWNS.

Princeton, the county seat, is situated in Section No. 27, Township 65, Range
24 The original platis dated June 1st, 1846, By the plat forty acres, par-
chased by the county [rom” the United States for a site for the county seat, was
laid out into lots. These lots were sold by the county, and the proceeds used in
the erection of county huildings, They were sold by a commissioner appointed
for that purposs, who was ordered by the county court to *sell any lot for five
dollars. angl as much more s he can ger.”

That an investment in Princeton lots was o
comparison of the prices for which they were sold with their present value,

west of the public square was in eight lots at an average of eight doi-
lars per lot, or in all sixty-four dollars. Eight thousand dollars for the same lots,
exclusive of the buildings thereos, woald now be comsidered o low price.

good specalation, is shown by a

perpernal leade, |

Eefore the completion of the railroad, Princeton was farther from a railroad
than any county seat in North Missouri, and, a5 2 consequence, its trade was
confined 1o & very small termtory near it, At the time the milroad was foeated,
Princeton did not possess a business hailding worth 500, Since the completion
of the railroad, it has heen the trading and business centre for o farge tract of
country, including parts of Harnson, Purnam and Sullivan countics; and i now
contains fourteen large hrick Lusiness huildings, and several large frame store-
houses, while as great an improvement has been made in the private residences
of its inhabitants. there being nuw in the town a number of the finest residences
in this part of the state. Itz population is abeut 1,2

It now contains six dry-goods sores, the sale of each of which amount to from
forty to seventy thowsand dullars annually, beside a number of other smaller ones.
Twao hardware stores, dne of which alao deals in stoves and tinware, and one tin
and stove store; six drug stores, three wholesale and retail grocery houses, and
four exclusively retail grocery stores; one boot and shoe store, two harmess shops,
one hrewery, a number of hlacksmith and wagon shops, and three hotels,

In the year 1874, Mr, Geo, C. Holt started his large business as dealer in but-
ter, eges and general country prodace.  This business hus grown wntil now its
trade amounts to £130,000 annually,

The Mercer Connty Hank was established in 1873, ona paid np capital of
$25,000, and has met with Battering success, Tt has, since its organization, added
to its capital a surplus Tund of $25,000, The present officers are: Wi, Bradley,
President; Tra B, Hyde, Vice-President; Wm. Speer, Cashier
I sul?'nin a statement showing the Gnanclal eondition of this bank on the 10th

day of July, 1877, which will give a clear idea of its condition and Lusiness:
Liabilites,
Capiral stock,, £235.000.00
Surplus fund,. 25,000.00
Interest and exchange 0,727.32

Diepasi

Total Habilities, . coemeesenas
" Aoty

Hills ivabl

At the present writing, Mr. William B, Ballew is making prepirm
another bank, to be keown by his own name, and of which he is o Le the pro.
prictor and cashier.  This is to be started with a capital of 10,000, Those who
are acganinted with Mr, Ballew’s business ability, consider the succes of this
enterprise already assured,

The lumber trade is now an extensive branch of husiness in Princeton. Thers
are two lumber yards, and vach carry a large stock of everything in their line.

RAVANNA

Is a thriving and enterprising town, and is loeated in Section to, Township 63,
Range 23, The site of the town was Iaid out in 1857, by William R. MeKinlcy
and Addison Sparks, proprictors. It is surrounded by the very best quality of
farming land, and is the trading centre of a neighborhood of peasperous and en-
terprising farmers. The town is on the route of the Missis<ippt and Miswwri
River Aur-Line Railroad—a peojected milrond, running theough the northern
counties of Missourl, It contains three hundred inhabitants. All branches of
trade are well represented by a number of enterprising merchants.

= 1o start

GOSHEN CITY.

The plat of this town is doted Murch 2d, 1866, Tts proprietor, Mr. James
McKinney, anxious to perpetuate the memory of his name, christened it MeKin-
neysville.  But this name not suitmg its people, they changed it 1o Gishen City.
It congains two small stores and a blacksmith shop.

HALF ROCK.

This place, founded in 1874 by Thomas Cooper, has three atores, o blacksmith
shop, and a saddle shop, and is the teading resort of & large neighbothood of
well-to-do farmers,

COTTONWOOD
Is a small village on the railroad, about eight miles north of Princeton; was
founded by Henry Hickman, It conains a small store and blacksmith shop.

MODENA
Is a small viilage in the south. western part of the connty, of less than 100 fnhaki-
tants, It contains two small stores and o blacksmith and wagon shop, 1t was
laid out in 1836 by A, M, Thompson and George W, Stewart,

MILL GROVE

I+ 2 small Viilagc on the railroad, in the south patt of the county, which has
grown up since the completion of the railread. It was laid out by C. H. Siewart
in 1870, and s the location of what is known as Stewar’s Mill. It contains
three stores and blacksmith and wagon shop,

MIDDLESURY,
Alas for summer hopes! This village, in the extreme sonthern part of the
county, al one time contained several stores, and did a thriving business, and its
wkation Iooked forward to the fotore with hope,  Rut the railroad missed it
two miles, and now 1 has gone 1o rest with Babylon and Nineveh, while the
farmer plows acruss its streets and alleys, and its business lots wave with luxue
riant corn,
SUMMERSETT,

The only remaining village in the county is Summersetr, situated in the norfh-
eastern part of the county,  This was platted in the year 1856, ond contains two
small stores, at which a farmer can buy almast anything he wants, from a wagon
or & mowing machine down to a box of pills or a botile of patent medicine, The
name of the post-office at this place is Cleopatria,

In olitics, prior 1o the hl:iing out of the war, the county was pretly equally
divided between the Whig and Democratic parties,

Below 1 give a list of &e representatives who have served in the Legislature
from the county, affixing to the name of each the political party to which he be.
lunged,
e fact that the Democratic party sometimes earried the county, did not pre-
vent Mr. Richard B, Ballew, who was an active and zeaioss Whig, from haolding
all the best offices in the county.  * Dick," (for that was the name by which he
was generally known,) was County Clerk, Clerk of the Circuit Court, and Re-
corder of Deeds from 1848 to 1864, and a large part of the same time was sl
Probate Judge of the county.  Beside being an affable gentleman, and an aceom-
modating public officer, he was a skillful adepe in the art of electioneering.  Many
a time the Demovrats of the county rallied their strength, and tried every means
to induce the rank and file of their party to vote the ticket without 2 scrateh, o
oost the Whig who had so long monapolized the best offices of the county ; bat,
on & count of the votes, it mattered not that the Demoernts had carried the county
on the sate and national tickets, for * Dick ™ was always far ahead,

At the breaking out of the war, the majority of 1he people went into what was
known in Missuuri us the Radical party, and at the election in 1863 a full corps
of county officers were elected by that pamy. In the Presidential election of
1864, President Lincoln received almost the i vute of the
except twa votes,

Sunce 1866 the two great parties of the country have eich maintained a pretty
thorongh organization in the county, which has been Republican, however, by
majorities ranging ffom 00 to 700,
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HISTORY OF MERCER COUNTY, MISSOURI.

In 1850 the first national census was tiken in the county. The following |
shows the aggregate popalation in the coanty at thar and the two following deci- |
mal periods :

Popal . 2691 |
- . o . G300
% 11,557

Since the taking of the census in 1870, there has been a very large increase of
population, lndgl'l is believed that the present population will not fall short of |
16,000,

‘There never were many slaves in Mercer county, The county, besides con- |
taining a iderable number of anti-slavery men, fered upon the free state
of lowa, which afforded to slaves, if discontented, too many opportanities for
escape to make that species of property a safe investment, census of 1870
shows a slave population of twenty-four. |

Although the county was not the scene of actual hostilities during the war, yet
it affected all the material interests of the people disastrously. A great number
of the able-bodied men were in the army, while those who remained at home lost
all interest in everything except the great struggle.

The Southern Confederacy found very little sympathy here, while the Federal
government received the support of almost the entire people, and the services of |
& large number of its cltizens in the army. O |

The state government, st the breaking out of the war, being in the hands of
he C it was o i time before Missouri was in a situation,
as a state, to call to the aid of ihe Federsl government the services of its people.
In the meantime, large nambers of Mercer county men enlisted in the service of
the adjoining states. A iderabile part of the th Kansas cavalry and toth
Kansas infaniry were composed of soldiers raised here. It is estimated by those
who are competent to judge, that at least 350 Mercer county soldiers were in the ‘

regiments of Kansas and Towa, Parts of the following Missouri regiments were
raised in this county for the Federal service:

30 Missouri State Militia. 27th Missouri State Infantry.
Bl ., " “ “ o "

23d
wth “ i & 24 “ “ Cavalry,
43th W % Tnfantry. tith " & &
1h o« w w 12th % “ " |
3th @ w W

According 1o the best estimale that can be made, there were during the war
from this connty not less than 1,400 soldiers in the Federal service. The most
careful inquiry can discover only six of the citizens of Mercer county who enlisted
in the Confederate army.

Tn searcely no part of the country did as great a part of the able-hodied men
enlist in the army, This is shown by the fagt that, notwithstanding so large o
number were enlisted and credited 1o other states, yet the people here had po
terrors of the dralt, for the county was always far ahead of its quota in voluntary |
enlisteents, The following is a Tist of the commissioned officers in the Federal
service during the war from this county:

Major M. C. Hensly. Licutenant H. 1. Alley.
Captain Wm. E. Hallew, = John Melntash,

0 Squire Ballew, o Aaron MclIntosh.

L Hiram Stanley. Gearge W, Calvin,

i Geo, T. Hamblin, “ Wm. Argo.

“ Wm, B. Rogers. Lt Stephan 5. Clark,

=34 Elisha Vanderpool. " Wm, II. McKinley.

w  Joel H, Shelly. o Wm. Wilson.

w  Harvey Shook, “  Flisha Hom,

“ John R. Clark. = George T. Prichard.

# {vunns . Clark, - Samue! Carga,

4 m. Hoberts, * F. M. Clark.
Nathan Amold, " chn N, Clampitt,
Greenville Watson. " m. N. Herriman.
Giarreit Gibson, o 0. H, P, Cox.

L George Linder, s I. L. Hunt.

° James Diykes.

The following list of the county officers has been compiled partly from the
records and partly from other sources deemed reliable:

Representativer.
W. N. McAfee, Democrat,
H. B. Dancan, Wi, «ocuieesmmsens sossssssnninnnnanmmnn.

from 1846 to 1848
w1848 to 1850

| the ather justices of the peace of the county.

John M. Nichols, Democrat, o 1%50 to |§s:
Geo, T, Prichard, Whi “ 1fg2to 1854
01, C, Roberts, Whig, 1854 to |8§6
1856 to 1858

1558 to 1860

1560 to 1862

1862 to 1864

1864 to 1866

1566 to 1868

K. 1, Keene publi 1868 to 1870
Joseph H, Barrows, Repablican, 1870 to 1874
C, H. Stewart, Republican, .. . ., - 1874 to 1876
T. E. Evans, Reput #1876 to 1878

Sheriffs.

Wi 1, Girdner,, v IO i e 1846 1o 1848
Peter Uain - 1848 to 1852
éo‘rm R, Clark, ccicaessssrrrasss snenss ssnsmsanans 1852 1o 1856
. E. Mickey, 1856 to 1860
F. M. Clark 1860 to 1862

aseph Moss, ppointed 1862
{Vm. B. Rogers, B wfrom 1862 to 1
AT s tstmnians rreeesres sumanrene 1864 10 1
‘Wm. Speer “ 1868 to 1872
James D, DpKes,, e senssassncrrssres sres 187z to 1876
harles E. Minter,..oisonn snns mrns sssem 1876 10 1878
Clerk of Circuit Court and Recorder,
Green W. Laughlin, 1846 to 1848
Richard B, Ballew, 1848 10 1864
W. L. Jerome,..... A 1864 to 18366
. M. King, 1866 10 1874
W, M. Casteel, 1874 o0 1878
Clerk of the County Court.
Green W, Langhlin,.ccossessssm ssssssssnsenses snases ssasns{rom 1846 to 1848
Richard B. Ballew, 1848 10 1864
Benj. F. Cornwell 1864 to [ggé
John W, Crawford, tgg ot
Charles H. Stewart,. - ¢ 1866 to 1874
B T B L T RPN s “ 1874 to 1878

The Probate Court of Mercer county was created by special act in 1849, It |

was abolished in 1859, and again re-established in 1861,
Probate Fudges.

Richard B, Ballew . .c.cooumesrsessssnssssassssass sussnnnesfTom 1849 to 1857
Gearge W. Taylar, “ 1857 10 1859
ohn T. Myers, 3 months,
Y
o
Lfrom 1862 to 186

o gB65 o T
¥ (g:g to 1875
“ 1875 10 1878

There is one person, though not a county officer, who should be noticed in
this connection. This Is Mr. Thompson B. Harrington, who eame about 1844 |
| from Kentucky. e was soon after elected a justice of lhcmrucc, This office

d judgment

he has now continuously held for thiny years. His soun: and impar-
tiality in his long ofticial life has won for him the universal esteem of Iherpeuple
of the county. & has long been known by the i i of »O1d

| the residence of Mr. John C. W. Lindsey, and the court-honse was on the Jot
?io' occupied by the store building of Speer Brothers on the east side of the pub-
¢ syuare,

In 1858 the court-house now in use on (he public square was erected. The
contract price of this building was £8,000. In 1874 the new jail was erected.
This is a substantial brick structure. The prison apartments are constructed
within the brick walls, wholly of iron, and on the most improved pattern.

are three consid e streams that traverse the entire length of the
county, the bridging of which has been the cause of a very large outlay of the
public fands. There are now seven substantial bridges across Grand river, which
have cost, on an average, $2,000 cach, while a still greater number have been
placed across Muddy and Medicine creeks, though at a less cost,

CLIMATE.

Like the climate of this latitude throughout the country, we are subject to oe-
casional #cold snaps™ in winter o8 well as very warm weather in the summer,
There are three belts of timber running north and south through the county,
which, acting as wind-breaks, considerably moderate the severity of the winters,
The winters are suhject to occasional spells of very cold weather, during which
the thermometer has been known to fall as low as twenty degrees, and on rare
occasions even lower, while the summers are frequently subject to very hot wea-
ther. These extremes, however, are an exception, climate here i more
mild than that of the same latitude east of the Mississippi, and is well adapted to
jgrowing all the staple grains of the country.

RELIGIONS.

It is believed that the first religions society was organized in the county in
1840, It was known as the Salem Baptist church; was organized in the south
part of the eounty, Tis minister al the time was Rev. Ira Blakely.

‘The Methodists soon came, and organized in varions parts of the county seve-
ral small societies; and with them came that then popular mede of religions revi-
vals—the camp-meeting. This denomination increased rapidly in county
until the division of the chirch inte the North and South Methodists.  This in-
ternal strife almaost entirely broke up the organization of these societies, and from
that time the Methodists did but little work in the coanty until after the close of
the war, since which time the North Methodist chareh has rapidly increased in
| its membership throughout the county. -

Eoth the Methodists and Baptists have, in almost every neighborhood, an or-
ganized society, and each have in the county a number of convenient and re-

Dad."  The business done in this court is as great, perhaps, as that done by all

infirmities of age and disease, he still attends at bis office, and transacts his large
business,
TOWKSHIF OBGANIZATION.

Soon aller the passage of the law of 1872, authorizing counties, on a vote of
the people, to organize a system of township goverament, this county, by a large

majority, adopted the township system, and soon put the same into successful
wperation. e county was divided into nine townships, nearly com:rzwlmg
arrison,

with the old clection i
Morgan, R , Madison, 5
of municipal government, giving to the people of cach tawnship the control of its
own loeal affairs, soon became very popular.  Under this system the townships,
by their own officers, assessed and collected the revenue raised by taxation within

called Lindley, Marion, Summersett,

Though greatly oppressed by the |

r and Medici hips, This mode |

ble church building
| " The membership of these two denominations, at the present time, is about

ual.
| l"111119 Christian church has also a number of societies in the county, those at
| Princeton and at Goshen being quite large. The society at Goshen have a com-
| modious church edifice.  Tn the other of the coanty, the members of this
| church meet for worship in other churches or in the school-houses.

There are in the county societies of several other denominations, but their
membership is small, and none of them have a church building.

| NEWSPAPERS,
The first newspaper published in the county was the “ Princeton Reporter,"
the publication of which was commenced in 1859 and continued till 1861, Tﬁe
ishers of this sheet were F. O, James and ﬁ& A Scarbaugh. In politics
t ral, and fzed itical e ; s sai
it was neutral, an wu‘nu}m h’_pe:wul‘:gm polii parties; but it is said

their own territory, and had a general supervision over the public

| smaller bridges, and the disbursement of the township and school mom:j':"ill;in

their respective jurisdictions.
In 1877 the legisl bolished these hip g and restored to
the county court the supervision of all the matters of which the township board
bad control, This caused very general dissatisfaction among the people.  Inas-
much as the system had been a&::!ed by a vote of the people, and as the new
constitution of the state provided that the legislature might, by law, provide for
its abolishment by a vote, they regarded the act of the legisl i

that the opp of pu i to its support eam-
plained that its nominal neutrality was but a very thin disguise of its support of
the Democratic party, The paper coll on hbreaking out of the war, and
the and material were sold for the debts of its proprietore,

& next started in the county was “ The Mercer County Advance,” pub-
Tished weekly by A, O. Binkley. Its publication was commenced in 1866. and,
after having changed hands a number of times, it was finally purchased its
present proprietor, Mr, W, L. Robertson, in 1872. A few years after its publica-

" This

these municipal governments, without their consent, as an unwarrantahle inter- |

ference in their local affairs,
SCHOOLS,

Until about twelve years ago, Missouri had paid but little attention to popular
education, although L{m were, in the wealthy parts of

schools open to such of the people as were
tem that placed the school within reach of all the people had been adopted,

In 1866 the legislature enacted a law organizing a free school system through-
out the state.  This law found the people of the county almost destitute of schoul-
houses, Such as had been used before the war were, during that exciting strug-
gle, neglected, and were in a dilapidated condition The wages of com) t
teachers were high, new schiool-houses were to be bailt in almost every district,
and all kinds o;ghnilding material were exorbitantly high, so that the paiting
into ation of the new school law imposed upon the people a very heavy bur-
den :})‘l:.':mm Notwithstanding these discouraging circamstances, the people

Iy set th Ives about the ization of the free schools of the county.
‘There are sbout fifty school districts in the county, each of which is now provi-
ded with a comfortable school-house, The want of competent teachers expe.
rienced on the adoption of the free school system, is now no longer felt, and effi-
«clent schools are apen in each district from five to cight months in each year,
In these schools all the common branches are tanght, while in many of them
students pursue algebra, geometry, history and philosophy with success.

FPUBLIC BUILDIKGS,

soon after the organization of the county there was erected a log jail and
use at the county seat, The jail stood upon the lot now enclosed with

Vi
court-

the state, many private |
& to bear the expense; yet no sys- |

tion was d its name was changed to the ** Princeton Advance,
pager, in politics, was first Republi and its publication as a Republi news-
puper was continued till November, 1874, when Mr. Rohertsan, ils present pro-
prictor, changed its pelitics, and made it Democratic, since which time its sapport
| of the ic party has been able and zealous, Whether working in Re-
ublican or I ic harness, its has been creditable, and it has
well sustained. It is now wm.sne‘é as a four-page, eight-column sheet,
with what is known as a patent ontside,

‘The next newspaper to be noticed is “ The Princeton Telegraph.”  This was
founded in 1873 by L. W. Brannon, an experienced newspaper man, who still
owns and manages it, This paper has been ably managed, and its circulation
has steadily increased, until now it is as well snpported hy the people as any local

in this part of the state, Tt isa foar , eight-column s and pub-
m with a patent outside. It has always 4 zealous supporter of the Re-
publican party and its policy.
DISPUTED BOUNDARY.

Until the year 18’31 the northern boundary of the state was in dispute. Towa
and Missouri each claimed the territory north of Township No. 65 for a distance
of twelve miles. Ovwer that of this strip adjac~ & to it, Mercer county exer-
cised jurisdiction. The pmpﬁnliv'mg on thi= dispr .ed territory took in the
elections for county officers, Mr. H. B. Duncan, then living in this disputed
| tervitory, was elected to the legislature of Missouri as Mercer county’s represen-
tative in 1848, and after the settlement of the dispute, while residing in the same
house, he was elected to the legislature in the state of Iowa, This dispute was
finally settled in 1851, each state ing about hall of what it claimed; and the
boundary was surveyed and marked by iron posts st in the ground every ten
miles,




