HISTORY OF SCHUYLER COUNTY, MISSOURL

BY RICHARD CAYWOOD, EsQ.

In prefacing the his of a County it might not be uninteresting to include in
it some drmohagiumn commencing at the discovery of the Western conti-
nent down to the earliest settlement of Missouri.

“The opening and settiement of the Western Continent, with its now millions
of inhabitants of European origin, dates from the 12th day of October, A 1.,
1492, when Christopher Columbus heard the joyful ery of land, and in that cry

e fulill of his philosophic p His discovery was followed in the
nest few years by spasmodic efforts of adventurers in search of gold and oiber
precions metals, and the marvelous wealih that was to be found in that far-off
western land; but s far as the Minissinzl Valley was concerned it led only to
the discovery of Florida by Juan Ponce De Leon in May, 1552,

The reports made from that land of Aowers excited the mind of Fernando De
Seta, who in 1538 oblained permission to conquer Florida at his own expense.
In May, 1539, he, with 600 followers, landed at Tampa Bay in Florida, equipped
wilh every thing lhr:t‘hwuld be conceived necessary for the conquest, and subse-
quent enjoyment of the rich and gorgeous empire that his then excited imagina-
tion !mij dved, and then 1 his celeh d march that will make
his name immortal in history in search of the fountain of eternal youth, and
inexhanstible mines of gold, and which these men carried out with a heroic
determination that was worthy of a better cause; for two long years they strug-
gled through the wilds and forests in his western march, encountering the various
tribes of Indians on their way; and in May, 1541, landed on the banks of the
great river, and there sickened and died. The now celebrated Fernando de
Soto was by his followers wrapped in his mantle, and sunk beneath the waters
of the Mississippi ; disn“winlmdpl:l every hope and prespect, he found a grave in
the Father of waters, that probably drains the mst prolific valley on earth,

His followers, it is believed, followed up the Mississippi River, as high possi-
bly as New Madrid, in this State; from there they wandered back, and left their
wonderful discoveries barren and fruitless, so far as the advantages of the oceu-
pation and eivilization of the country was concerned; and for more than a cen-
tury following, no effort was made by Eoropeans to penetrate and setile the rich
wilds hé diseoverad.

South America and Mexico, for the time being, was the atiractive point,

Maore than a century and a quarter from this time we find Marquette and
Joliet, missionaries of the Jesuits, penetrating through the great Northern lakes,
and landing on the eastern bank of the Mississippi, in what s now Wisconsin,
committed themselves to o fmil bark canoe, and descended as far down as the
mouth of the Arkansas River, from whence they returned,  They were followed
by the expedition of Lasalle, who with letters nt, and diseretionary powers
from Louis XIV., king of France, left France July 14th, 1678, for Quebec, and
arriving there safely, he [ell in with Lowis Henepin, a Franciscan monk ; to-
what is now Wisconsin and Tllinois, on the Illinois River.

separa father Henepin going north, and Lasalle south.  He fullow-
ing down the Tllincis River, entered the Mississippi with a of some

1.

| in widith, Elm Creek, Lost Branch, and some other smaller streams, empty into
the Chariton River,

This forest of White and Burr oak is fast being cut off ol this time by the re-
morseless axemen, who are manufacturing it into ties and piling for various Rail-
reads, north and east of here, and before many years will be known no more.

The land lying east of the = Divide,” is gently undulating, and is excellent
farming land, except a small portiva in the South-east corner of the Connty,
known as the Fox knobs, which is very broken. This part of the County is cut
through by the North, Middle and South Fabias, and Salt River, with their
wvarious Branches, and s about equally divided between Prairie and Timber, the
“ Diivides ™ hetween the streams, being mainly prairie, and thpse portions lying on
the sireams being covered with Elm, Hickory, Walnut, Pingoak, with occasional
Hackberry maple and Burr ak. The forest is however fast encroaching on the
prairie, ex: where it is kept down by farms along its border. The soil i
H xenerajly rich and productive, varying in depth from eight or ten inches to several
| feet in thickness, and is peculiarly adapted to the growth of the grases, curn,
oats, rye, and wheat, Potatoes and the varions root crops do fne,  Blue grass |
appears almost spontancowsly to have ng up and supplied the place of |

wild grasses s they disappeared under the tread of the herds of catile,
horses and mules, as the country hecame settled up, and at this time is almost, if
not quite equal to the far famed * Blue Grass region of Kentucky! We have ‘

some good farmers here, but many poor ones, and there is plenty of room fur
first-class farmers to come in and reap a rich harvest from our sail, the surface of
which, in man{ places, iz only skimmed.

The mineral resources, as far as they have been developed, are Bituminous
coal, Potter's clay, a few cllmrrics of Lime and Sand stone, with slight traces of
Lead in “the Fox knobe,"” The coal measures are thought to underlie the entire
County, but have only been developed in the western part, where there is at least
two veins varying from two to four feet;—they have, however, not heen opened
to any preat extent, supplying but litle bheyond the bome demand; and a vast
field 15 here open to the energetic miner and capitalist, as the Chariton valley is the
only place where the coal erogs out between the Mississippi and Misouri Rivers,
in or near this, latitude, except at one or two points about 8o miles west, on the
Nodaway River, where a vein of about 18 inches is found, and the country east
and west of this must be supplied from this valley mainly, and it necds bat energy
and enterprise, and a small amount of capital, as the Coanty is now cut Fast
and West by the M,, I & N, R, W,, and by the St. Louis K, C. & N. R. W,
north and south, ready to carry this immense source of wealth to a remunerative

market,
.- From|the first settlement of Schoyler County, in A, T, 1836, at which lime it
was the atiached of Randolph, which County included all the terriory
north of it to the State line, out of which territary was successively carved Macon,
Adair and Schuyler Counties; the last of which was organized by an act of the

filty followers, French and Indians, descended to the moath of the Mississippi,
and in a pompous and formal manner, took possession of the Misissippi Valley
i the name of the King of France, Louls XIV., on the gth of April, 1682, and
named the country Lovisiana.

This vast territory was subsequently ceded to Spiin, in 1752, and who again
receded it to France, in the year A, D, 1800; and under the reign of Napoleon,
in 1803 All of the Territory west of the Mississippi was, during (he adminis.
tration of Jefferson, sold to the United States, for the sum of hfteen million
dollars. There was at the time some constitational doubts as to the right of the
Federal Government to acquire Territory, and an amendment of the legliluh'cm
was serionsly but the uni 1 acqui of the Nation avoided the
ken necessity, but has possibly since led to an issue that the highest Court on
earth has settled, among other things, by the arbitrament of war.

The first settlement in Missouri was, lrom the best evidence we have, bistorical
and traditional, in the year 1735, at the town of Ste Genevieve, Following were
the scttlements of St. Louvis and St Charles: that held their places as trading
points with the Indians, until after the purchase by the United States, in A. D,
1803; following which immigration slowly crept up the Missouri River, mainly
from Kentucky and Virginia. By act of Congress, on the 3d of March, A. .,
1805, the Terr(ywly of Louisiana was organized, and President Jefferson appointed

Gen. Jas. ng.kinsml, Governor.  He being afterward ordered South to quell the
lebrated Aaron Bu i wis led by Capt. i Lewis,
of the celebrated cxpedit'\on of Lewis and Clark, in the year, A. 0., 1807,  With-

out following the history profusely, we find that on the 4th of June, o. ., 1812,
Missouri was organized as a ‘Territory.  Wm, Clark was appointed Governor.
Edward Heamstead was the first delegate to Congress, on the 23d day of
Jaumary, A, n., 1816
Howard Counly was formed out of the western part of St. Louis and St
Charles, and included all the County on the north side of the Missouri River,
from the mouth of the Osage to the mouth of the Kansas. At the same session
of the Legislature the change was made from the civil to the common law, This
included that portion of country out of which was sfterwards carved Boone,
Randoiph, Macon, Adair and Schuyler County. 5
On the 1gth day of July, A.D., 1820, Missouri was admitted as a State, and
from thence down dates our history, commencing with its earliest settiement in
the year A.D, 1836, immedistely following o treaty made by the General
Government with the Sac and Fox Indians, even prior to this time. Fee Hanters
had followed up the % Grand Divide,” up to and above Schuyler Counry':nptinr
to the cession of the country by the Indians, and bad given to 1t the name of Lhe
Bee Trace, that extended as far up the divide as Chmft:lu point, some fifty miles
above the now northern boundary of Mi: i, and by the terms of that treaty the
Indians were anthorized to make fall honts for a certain number of years, over
their old hunting grounds, which they continued to do up to the year A. ., 1841,
as far down as what s now Adair County ; and l!l!folll.ow!an episade, the last
and closing out of hostilities between the whites and Indians,

James Myers, who had settled an Hear Creek, in the then Macon County, and
with others in troding with the Indians in the year A p,, 1835, in reference to
same Ponies, and that he also had agreed to trade his wife for the wife of one of
the chiefs ; the ponies and squaw were duly delivered, but Mrs, Myers refused to
be bartered off in that way, and this brought up trouble. Myers refused to give
up the property in his possession, and the sequence of which was that a hght
occurred on what is now called Battle Creek, in the south-west corner of Schuy-
ler County, in which there were several Indians killed, and the following named
whites : fmu Myers' father, Wm, Black, and ——= Owenly, and Wm,
‘Winn was wounded, and left on the ground; the white men retreating, they
being largely overpowered, IIKI fell back to Randolph County, at Huntsville,
where they were reinforced, an
Sr, The Indians in the meantime had returned, and the returning force only
found the charred remains of Wm, Winn, who had been burned by the Indians;
and this closed the last of Indian warfare in the State of Missour.

P Schuyler County is situated on the north line of the State, sixty miles west of
the Mississippi River, The population in 1850, was 3,287 ; in 1860, 6,697; in
1870, 8,820, At this time, 1875, it is about 11,500,

T PHYSICAL FEATURES.

The great Water shed, or Grand divide, between the waters of the Mississippi
and Missonri Rivers, runs through the western past of the County, breaking off
toward the west, in rather abrupt hills, from four to five miles to the Chariton
River. The western boundary of this part of the County is covered with a
dense forest, of White and Barr oak, interspersed with Elm, Hickory, Black
oak, Pine oak, and Walnut; the last growing mainly on the bottoms, which, on
the cast side of the Chariton River, varies from one-fourth to 2 mile and a half

returned under the command of John B, Clark, |

islature in the year A,D., 1844; al which time Willinm L. Kobinson, Alex-
ander 10, Farris, ard William Fenderson, were appainted County judres; Jona.
ihan Riggs, Sheriff; and Tsaae N. Eby, Circuit and County Clerk, and Robert 5,
Neely Treasurer, «The frst County Court was held ar the house of Robert 5.
Necly, near what is now the town of Lancaster. .
The first on the third Monday in April, A. 0., 1845, business done, after being
sworn in, was the appointment of Jonathan Riges Elison, which [ sy means
a subatitute for SherilT; and George Naylor, Assessor, and George W. Johnston,
Coanty Surveyor, William V. Rippy was at that time nppeinted a Justice of the
Peace, The place where the town of Lancaster now is, was selected as the
Coanty seat, and ordered to be laid ont, which was done in June lollowing, by
George W. Johnston, and Edwin French appointed Commissioner to sefl lots,
The first Circuit Court was held in the town of Lancaster, on the gth day of
L April, A.D., 1846, Adism Reese. Judge, Jonsthan Riggs, Sheriff, James K. |
Abernathy, of Monroe County, Circuit Attorney; Isanc N, Ehy, Clerk. The
first Grand Jury were composed of the following persons: Levin cker, James
Hall, Henry Powell, William Barlow, Richard Grigps, Pefter Kline, David A,
Roberts, Thomas Mills, John D), Marney, John Bradbum, fames M. Amett, An-
derson Willis, William T, Loudun, Henry Rhodes, Stephen Harlet, James
Myers. .
he first case on the civil docket was Alexander Walkeer o W, Ogg. At
this term an indictment was Tound against Simuel Riggs, then Sh Daavis
| County, T for taking uy himself the office of Sherifl, growing out of a
[ disputed strip of nine miles between the State of Missouri and Tows, which cre-
ated a clash of jurisdiction between the two Siates; a further acconnt of which
will be found in another place,
The Attorneys in attendance at that Court were, as found enrelled : Thomas
8. Richardson, James 5. Green, James Ellison, Levi G. Wagner, Stephen T.

Th , Joseph Wilson, William R. Jones, Samuel S. Fox, and Clare Oxley.
It might not be amiss here to state, that from that list James 5. Green was after-

wards elected to Congress, and finally United States Senator.  Thomas 5. Riche
| ardson was in A, 0., 1860, elected Circuit Judge of this Judicial District, and
| followed in tarn by JTames Ellison.
| The land in this County was surveyed hy Government Surveyors; George B
| Sargent, with John 5. Sheller and Edward K. Gibhon, a5 Assistants; with Rich-
ard B. Robinson and George Crump, Chainmen; John Mitchell, Flagman, and
| Thompson Adams, Axeman, in the fall of A.f, 1842, except the west hall of
| Range 13, which had been sectionized prior to this time. The owsership of
| land had consisted in what was called * claims;” each settler as he enme in
| would lay off & quarter section, more or fess, but generally mare, on any unoce
pied or unclaimed tract, Difficulties would of course occasionally oecur in |
| reference to houndaries, and these were sctiled by arbitrations, or commitiees
appointed for that purpose. This mode of owning the sofl was continued for |
several years after the land was surveyed, and claims were conformed as near as |
practicable to the lines of the Government sarvey, As the settlers were all poor,
and had little or no money when the land came into market, which was in
Jannary, A, D, 1845, it became necessary for the protection of their homes and
umprovements against land-sharks, to organize into what was called a * Protec.
| tive Club ;" the permanent settlers of course all joined it, inclading every officer
| in the County. Among the By-laws was one pledging themselves 1o use all
| dawyful means to prevent any person from entering any recognized claim or im-
provement, The word lawful, bowever, had a liar and significant meaning ;
as all such persons who violated the rules of the Club by entering on the
Y claim™ of another, soon found out thal it was not healthy to remain long in
the County, unless be deeded the land to the proper occupant upon mmem of
the entrance price; the amount of which was raised by contribation, if the owner
did mot have it, as was penerally the case.

The first 4th of July celehration was held in the year 1845, half 2 mile north
‘of the town of Lancaster, in the old primitive barbecue style, and Isauc N. Eby
delivered the cration. Dr. G:ur%:ﬂ ", Johnston read the Declaration of Inde- |
pendence, and William Blansett the drum, and everybody enjoyerd them-
seives hugely, This celebration was followed for a number of years by cele-
Bruting the 4th in the old style of contributions biy the citizens generally, and a
barbecue dinner gotten up on the ground, The later day style of picnics was
then onknown, and while it is a great saving of labor, T doubt whether the
improvement is due so much to i iotism, as to o selfish disp to
save time, money and labor.

Going back to the organization of the County, we find that William L. Robin-
son, A, D. Famis and Wm, Hendron were the first County {udgu by ap

intment ; Wm. Hendron and *Old Uncle Dug," are =ill living. Judge

Iendron is living in Tows, and has been for some years past.  But the kind
and penlal face of 0id Uncle Dug still puts in a frequent appearance at all pub-
lic gatherings, and it almost looks like there is no doing vrt}lwu: him, He has
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| Elies Brower, John Brower, Moran Husley

also sinee that time held several Coanty offices, and has Glled them satisfctorily ;
and when the civil war broke out, although beyond the age that required him to
enter the army, he volvateered and did good service in the war.  Judge Wi,
L, Rohinson has becn dead several years, and never after his appointment, held
any office ition ; neither, 1 Lelieve, did Judge Hendron,

saac N. Ehy was the first Clerk of the Circuit and County Court, and als our
first Post-master in Lancaster, The duties at that time were not onerous, s he
carriedl the Post-office in his hat, and of course was always present at his office.
‘We had then only a weekly mail, carried on horeback, Trom Monticeilo; and
when we call to mind the fact that postage on Jetters was 25 cents, and moncy
was as scarce slmost as hen-teeth, the population but o few hundred, it con
be readily seen that no very large space was required to hold all the official mat-
ter of the office.  Cal. Eby had been Sheriff of Adair County prior to this time,
and it is said that he received the taxes in woll scalps, deer shins, and heeswax ;
the latter two being at that time legal tender,

He was afterwards, in 1848, elected Circoit and County Clerk over David
Rice, but hefore his term of office expired, he received an np-[puinlment of Purt
Surveyor in the Territory of Oregon, and removed there, and shortly after was
killed by the Norihern Indians, He was a man of more than ordinary abiiity ;

| and his loss was felt when he left the County, and decply regreited when the

news of his death was known among his old Triends, in this and Adair County,
Jomathan Riggs was the first Sheriff by appointment, amd as he fived on what
was called the Nine Mile Strip—a traet of land that is now in the State of Towa—

| at that time it was in_dispute, and both States claimed jurisdiction; Samuel

Riggs, a brother of our Sherff, was Sheriff of Davils County, and there was quite
a time arresting parties for violations of statute law, snd also for violation of State
sovereignty—and our docket shows that the Sherifl of Davi*s‘ was indicted far
violation of said right—or, in other words, usurping the office of Sherill, but as it
was afterwards decided by the Supreme Court of the United States that Lowa
was entitled to it, the suits were dismissed, and Me. Riggs, the last T knew af
him, o few years ago, was living in the western part of lowa. But Preston
Muling, Sheriff of Aduir County, and his deputy, William P, Linder, did nt gel off
quite so well.  They indicted in the lowa Court for kidnapping, arrested,
and carried 10 Kedsangha, the then capital of the Tervitory of lowa, tried, con-
victed, and sentenced Lo the Penitentiary for the term of one year each, The
Judge, Jury, Prosecuting Attorney, and other officers of the Conrt, immediately
signed n petition for their gardon, and in a few hours alterwards it was presented
1o the UG owvernor, who was present at the trial. “The perdon wos moanted.  This

| was tried in 1844 or 'g35, and the Missouri Legislature, at its session in the year

1847, made an appropriation of one hundred and sixty dollars to defray their
expenses in the case, and to cover up their wounded honor and disgrace, il any
had attached.

As the old setilers are fast passing away, it may be well enongh to say wome.
thing of their characier, mode of living, ete. Tt will be recollected that the first
settlements were made 1 Nonhern Missourd, and in this County, prior to the
age of Rail-roads, and to reach the then border settlements, it necessitated a long
and tedious journey in w: 5, of from five hundred 1o a thousand miles.  The
early seltlers were principaﬁy from Kentucky, Tennessee, Virginia, and the older
Counties of this State, with a few from Chhio, Indiana and Tlineis. There were,
therefore, but few drones among them, as it took energy and determined will (o
face aml undergn the hardships of the then feoatier life, and what would appesr
strange, a large proporiion of the early citizens of this and neighboring eounties
was made up of men aml amilies of more than ordinary colture and education.
This, however, is accounted for in this way : following the hand times and gene-
ral crash among all classes, in the year 4, o, 1837, found thousands of the best
business men, including all classes, hopelessly ruined ; and rather than drag out
an aimless life, when they were ot the bottom roend of the ladder, without hope,
many of them gathered up their litle remnant of a former fortune, and deter-
mined with brave hearts to start anew in life, in the far West, and there
wiih the class of hardy bunters that had preceded them, rebuild their
ruined furtunes; and they carded with them what they found among the already
denizens' hearts, overflowing with kindvess and good feeling for their fellow-
men ; being all poor, with no wealthy nabols amongst them o imitate or envy,
their wants were few, and each one made it a point to contribute to the general

iy and happi andd with } mdustry, aided by the rich virgin
soil, they soon gathered around their humble homes a sufficiency of property and
conveniences to make them comfortable; amd as time wiled en, advanced o
even the luxuries of 1ife, and now from among the children of this stock of hardy
pioneers have arisen and gone out into the world the best business men, and the
finest talent of the country.

That they may not be forgotten, T include a Tist of & portion of the early set.
tlers of Schuyler County; and in doing this I have only given those that come
ta my mind, and to save repetition, T live not included those mentioned in an
official or other capacity in this sketch, 5

In the Central and Southern part: Oliver Towels, Henry Davis, Austin
Coffee, Price Arnold, Urial Sebree, Henry Weissel, Jacob Snobarge, Nicholas
Sloop, Herman Fgagee, Frederick Warner, John M. Fish, Edward E Gibbon,
John 5. Shelle, Elias Fletcher, Isam B. Fletcher, Dennis M. T. Hrassfield,
John Lesley, A. D, Farris, Samuel Tipton, Josiah Hathaway, Wm. Az, Rhoden,
Alcana Hensly, W, T. Loudon, Charles M. Loudon, Jesse Holt, Wm, Barlow,
Spotswood Bradford, James M. Bryant, David Rice, Ezekiel Rice, Heary Mull,
‘Thomas Theelkeld, Thomas B, Dubois, Henry Davis, John Fagate, John Mikels,

James Wells, Benjamin Hrown,
John Johnson, Tsaac Mitchell Willians Baker, Leonard Griggs, John Mikel.

The first settlement in this County was made in the year A.n, 1336, The
first settlers, we helicve, were Samuel Eason, John Davis, a man by the name of
Taylor, Mariin Parton, Robert Bowler, Jefferson Fulcher, David Floyd,

n the Northern part: James Cister, James H, Ford, A, H, Cowgill, Bright
Gilstrap, James Hombs, George Hombs, William Athel, George Tubin, and
Moulter Tobin, Thomas Butts, Hiram Reeves, George Bridwell, Morris ames,
Robert Maise, William Maise, Jesse Grey, Henry Piercy, Stephen G, Casler,
James H, Ford, Lamphier, Peter Blansett, Mancil Garrett,

Eastern : _}nme* Hall, Henry Bulord, Nicholas Shobe, Edward Snider, Wil-
liam O, William Welster, Henry Kuethe, Ge Kuethe, jr.. Henry H. Kuethe,

Heary Downing, George Lyle, George F. Palmer, A. T. Hite, A, D, Furris,
John Lyle, John lIughE!e, Henry Prime, Charles Cook, Thomas Batts,
Noman,

The following is a list of the principal officers of the County since its argani-
zation :

REPRESENTATIVES.

ames Lusk, John McGoldrick,

dwin French, Seth Hathaway,
John W. Minar, Andrew J. Baker,
Dan C. Roberts, obin Shirp,
Thomas Roberts, }au Carter.

COUNTY COURT.

William T.. Robinson, Elisha Baldwin,
William Hendron, Gearge Nayhor,
Alexander 1), Faris, Henry P, Buford,

ames Wells, Gearge T, Palmer,

nas Parior, David A, Roberts,
wm Jomes, Sauuel Nelson,
illiam Opglesby, Josiah A, Hathaway,
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Changed to three Conrt System,

Benjamin Thompkins. 1
William Barlow,

ph

June, A. 0., 1849 and 50, the Jus- "
tices of the Feace of the Caswell Dennis,
composed the County Court as fol- Charles Hale,
lows : {Nlmr.l Kerfoot, sole Judge,

illiam Casper, sole judge,

Wewsm Davis, o4
David Baker,
Danicl Roberts,
Sovereign Tarr,
William Newman,
Wiltiam Lindsey,
James Dowis,
Yelverton W. Paytom.

‘The last three are the present

W amd,
Diennis M, T. Brassfeld,
Fountain T, Foster,
Cantley W. Stewart,

oseph W, Huchanan, Tneumbents,
William Roland,
SHERIFFS, -

Jonathan Riggs, A, K. Cowgill,
Busrell Weatherford, Francia M. Wilcox,
Huohbs Conklin, Jacoh Miller,
Thomas Robests, Armstrong G, Moore,
Jobn Baker,

CIRCUIT CLERKS,
Isaac N. Ehy, | William MeAles,
Burrell Weatherford, John Baker,
Iverson B. Alverson, | Ward Munsel.
Edwin French,

COUNTY CLERKS,

Andrew J. Baker,
Alexander M. Felton,
Dianiel T. Truit,
Daniel D. Smith.

I=ac N. Eby,
Burrell Weatherford,
Iverson B, Alverson,
Jared Q. Jewelr,
Genege W. Gatlin,

CIRCUIT JUDGES.
Addison Reese, | E. Victor Wilson,
“Thomas Richardson, John W, Henry,
David Wagner, | Andrew J. Ellison.

James Elfison, ]

CIRCUIT AND FROSECUTING ATTORNEVS.
A.R. Abernathy, John Foster,
{nmes . Lindley, Hilles,
1. Frocior Knatt, erome B, Gamble,
Juhn €. Anderson, oseph Knott,

PROEATE COURT.

Thomzs Roberts, Isanc R. Shelton,
William Chsper, (Lo Thomas Walker,
Harrizon Davis, Enoch Crim.

COUNTY SURVEVORS.

George W, Johnson, | Ira Roberts,
John 3, Sheller, Joscph 3
Richard Caywood, Themas D, Brown,

Stephen Caywood,

George P, Martin.
Jesse K. Beard, ]

TREASURERS,
Rohen 8. Neely, Moses Baker,
William 5. Thatcher, ‘William B. Hays,
William Lindsey, Samuel A, Dysart,
John Gildard,

COUNTYV-SEAT COMMISSIONERS.

E. French, I. ‘William 5. Thatcher,

James Bryant,

It was not until the year (856, that a Printing press was established in this
County. This was done by Huoon Jacksom, of Lagrange, Mo., who sued a
paper called the  Laowcaster Herald”  He sold out 1o Wilber Wells, about 2
year afier, who eontinued to run it for about two years, It was not, however, a

TUniary Auccess.

This paper was succesded in 1850, by the  Lawcaster Demecrat,” owned and
edited by Mains & Elder, from Ohlo. ~ They continued their business antil the
summer of 1861, when, being Uemocratic, it ?:0 in disfavor, They closed up
and returned to Ohio, joined the mnks of the Unioa army, and after the war
commenced publishing a paper in Somerset, Ohio, where they are still residing.

From :hi & there was an in(ﬂrxmm in newspaperdom until March, 1866,
when Capt, H, D. B, Cutler started o Lawcaser Exvcelsior," at Lancasier, a
Republican paper.  Some time afterwanls, he associated with him Capt, F. M.
Wilgox, by whom the paper was continwed until - = = » when they
sold out 1o Samuel Dysart and H A. Miller, who changed its politics, Mr.
Diysart selling out to H. A, Miller. He has continued it to the present time,
and now has it ruuning with 8 steam-power press; and with other machinery

. and materials, has an excellent country office, and is doing a thriving business.

¥ In 1871, Messrs, Cuffer & Wilcox started the * Glemmood - Criferion,” at Glen-

woad, in the interest of the Repulilican party, in which interest it has continued
to be conducterl ever since, except an interval of one year just prior to the lust
Presidential election, when it was conducted by H. Martin Williams, as 2 Demo-
cratic paper.

The (reen Cidy Globe was issued in by . Thisis
a wpicy linle paper, but a8 it has changed hands several times, it s doahtful
whether it is & very great pecuniary success, It is independent in politics. Thus
County, reaching nearly

we are having three weekly papers published in this
every family in the County.

—

in their er, mills and such ciher things as a growmg community demanded,
In A. 0., 1840, John M. Fish & Edwin French opened a small stock of goods at
Tippecance, small, but sufficient for the demands of the country, As the popn-
lation | A and ded west, their business inereased, until in
8 few years they commanded the trade for sevﬂ:‘tlr or eighty miles West of that

int.  Tippecanoe continued to grow for several years; and three stores, two

lacksmith shogs, one Wagon shop, one Cabinet.maker, and of course two
corner Groceries, and two Attorneys—Stephen T, Thompson and K. Caywood ;

and for 2 time was a rival of Lancaster for the County seat, bﬁ‘.:(h time it was |

oveshadowed, and at this time is only known in name. The
shop was started at this point by Ross Ashel. Mills were of a necessity, as the
nearest ones were o Boone or Howard County, or Bonaparte, on the Des Moines
River; and the first ones were of course primifive in their character. Hand
mills were the first, as they were light ame, and readily bro
country. They had, however, no distinct locality. As I recollet in the winter
of 1841 and 1842, we had one in our m
tened on the end of a plece of timber, and carried from houss to house, as re-
uired, on horseback, and set up in 2 mostice in & sleeper in front of the fireplace.
"wo men could grind from three to four bushels of corn on it in a day. Tt was
not adapted o wheat, but that was of little imﬂmn:e,_as but liule Aour was
used, and that was ooly on Sunday mornings and on special occasions. These
were, huwever, followed by herse-mills, first one built was by William
Hendron, in the eastern part of the Coanty, nnd followsd by one in the southern
jpart, erected by Oliver Towles, and in the western part 'one was built by William

| ¥I. Harrison,

In the year A, D., 1840, John Jones erected a Carding machine, near Tippe-
canoe, to which was added a ran of burrs to grind corn. These in, gave way
to wter-mills an the Chariton River, two being built in & short distance of each
other, the first by James Harﬁuus. and the other by James Wells ; bat in the
‘march of progress these also fell Ly the wagsir]e. And we now have seversl large
Flouring-mills situsted in different parts of the Conmy, The County continued
to improve with great rapidity until 1861, When the Rebellion broke out,
internecine took the place of the heretofore industrions labors of the people.
The wheels of business were d, houses and bams burned, the farms prew
up in weeds, and at the end of years found the County utterly prostrated.
But with returning peace business slowly revived. The farmers started their
plows anew, emigration fowed in, indestries of all kinds revived ; new ones
were added, until since then to the present, the papulation of the County has
nearly doubled, and the wealth largely more than doubled in value, Churches
and School-howses have arisen in every part of the County, and to-day we are 2
happy and prosperous people.

EDUCATION,

Among the first things that elicited the attention of the early setilers of
this County, was to make provision for the education of the rising gene-
ration, Private Schools were first opened, prior to any crganization for that

rpose under the Inws. The first school tanght in the County was by Miss
r;-llmwwy, naw the wife of Edwin French, followed by Jesse K. Baird, near
Tippecanoe.  Log School-houses soon speang up in various parts of the County ;

far organization followed, better Schoal-houses were built, snd education

idly advanced, until the war broke out, and during i continisance, with every
thing else, progress in this direction came 1o o stand =ill.  We had, however, at
the inning of the war & High-school established in Lancaster, in a foar-
ishing condition, The Tenchers and pupils were scattered, and the school
broken up, and so remained until A, 0., 1865, when a re-organization
was made. The people went to work with redoabled energy, to make up for lost
time. New and beiter School-howses were built all over the County; the seat-
tered remuant of the Sehool Fund was collected together, and carefully hus-
banded, o generous emulation took possession of the citizens generally, antil at
this time, instead of o few scattered Schools over the Coung. we have three
H&h Schools; one at Lancaster, one at Glenwood, and a third at Queen City,
wi well organized districts, where Schools are regularly kept, at least

have the advantage of at least a good common school education; and ipnorance
mnst be transplanted here, for we have none of it of our own.

LANCASTER,

The County seat of Schuyler County, was lnid out in June, A. 0., 1846, The
first store-honse was built by Manuel Richardson and Samuel Ow, in the spring
of 1846, for a man by the name of Kent. The roof, counter and shelves
were all made of clapboards. ‘The smne senson James Bryant built the firdt
Hotel, a story and a half log building, which is still standing nesr the North-
east corner of the square.  He shortly after put up a store-room on the comer
it is also ane of th:}w old land-marks left.

Thomas McCormack built a store-house, and brought on & stock of Goods the
next year. William Baford and Chelton M, Grimes, shortly afterwards brought
on a stock of Goods,
quite rapidly. The first Court-honse was built in A. n., 1849, Jaherl Porks,
contractor, @ frame building. It was built on the North side of the Square, It
was afterwards moved, and refi up for & dwelling, and is now occapied by
Dr. J. W, Brown, The first Jail, a Log building, was buflt in 1851, and was
burned down a few years . The present Court-house, a brick bulding,
[} tories high, and 44 feet square, was ereciéd in 1858, and the present
in 1863,

The land on which the County seat is situated, was entered by E, French,
with money made up by himself, Samuel Ow, James Lusk, J. N. Eby, and A, D.
Farris, and donated 1o the County by them, for the purpose of a County seat.
James Cochran apened the first Grocery én the Soath-east corner of the Squa
in & one-stary log house. It continued to be ssed for that purpese for sevel
years, and was fu Ty known as ** Our House."

% #1837 to 1861, there was more business done in_ Lancaster than in any of
the hboring towns—Memphis, Kirksville or Bloomficld, but in 1861 and "6z,
it was almost emtirely depopulated of its malé inhabitants, s nearly all of them
went into the Rebel army, or moved to other parts. Sinee the war it has been
slowly improving, and at this lime contains six stores, two Hardware
staree, two Tin shops, three Drug stores, three Blacksmith shops, two Wagon
shops, two H: ker shops, one one Bank, (the Schuyler
County Bank), one High School, four teachers, numbering two ndred schio-
lars in regular attendance, There is also & large Flouring mill, other mechanics

| of varions kinds, not fargelting several Physicians, and at least o baker's dozer

Blacksmith- |

ht into the |

hborhood, It was o steel mill, fas- |

From 1848 until 1861, the town continued to improve |

six months in each year, and the risng generation, in every part of the County, B o ot st ] oy

| rude pulpits of slabs, and seats for the congregation

Following the hardy immigrant, came of necessity tading points, artizans ! of Lawyers. The M., I & N. Railway runs throagh the south side of the town,

and gives it direct communication with Chicago and St Loais; and there is quite
a large pmount of sl;igping done from this point, of Catile, Hogs, nnd the varions
kinds of farmers' produce.

The town contains about 600 whabitants. There are two Churches—the
Methodist Episcopal Charch, and the Methodist Ej Church South, United.
Also, a Christian Church, and an organization of the Missionary Baplsst.

- GLENWOOD

I¢ sitnated on the St. L., K. C. & N, Railway, about five miles South of the
State line. It was laid out in October, 1868, by S. E. & A I.. Forsha, who
erected a large Grist, Saw and Planing mill. The first dwelling-house was hmilt
by Jno, B, Glaze, in Oct. 1868, 5. E Forsha erected o store-honse in October,
and November of the same’ year, afso 2 number of dwclli:f-hmcx: also o
Sehoul-house the folluwing winter. The town was incorporated in the rﬁn'ng af
A D, 1860, A twe-sory Brick block, four store rooms, was also erecte in the
same year, It continued to improve very fast for & number of years. In 1870
and 71, Buford and Neely built and started a large Woolen factory. The Dun-
bar Bros, started a Foundry and Machine shup about the same time, and are
doing quite an extensive business in the manafn of Engines, and other
machinery, There is also n manufactory of Huhs, Spokes, and other turned
material, owned by Wolf & Burton, and is doing quite considerable business.
It was erected Info an independent School district in 1875, and it has a fine
commodious School-house, three teachers, sud an atendance of one hundred
and fifty scholars, “For o small village it has been unfortunate in the way of fires,
The Flouring mfll was barned down in 1870, and has since heen rebuilt.  The
Foundry has been bumned down and relwilt twice; also a Wagon factory,
which heen rebuilt,  The last fire was the large store and warchouse of 5, E.
Faorsha, It contuins also at this time, three Dry-goods stores, two Drug stores,
three Grocery stores, besides several wther business howses, and i doing quite o
thriving business,

It has a population of about goo.

COATSVILLE

Is o small village situated on the St. L., K., C. & N. Railway, at the
Northern boundary of the County, Tt was laid out in 1868; has two Dry-goods
stores, two Dirug stores, one Grocery, o Bincksmith and Wagoa shop. 1t is sur-
rounded by  fine farming country, and there are several eoal banks opened and
worked within a short distance of it on the west. It has one Church, Missionary
Bapiist, Population about 100,

GREEN TOP

Is situated on the St. L., K., C, & N, Railway, near the Southern boundary of
the County ; Iaid oat in 1352, by Wm. Lansdale, It has considerable trade in
Rail-road  ties and Hoop-poles, from the Chariton timber, and Is conveniently
aceesible to coal on the west, It has not improved 1o any t extent lately,
being overshadowed by Queen Cily, four miles Nosth of it ?‘:p.ulniim 118

QUEEN CITY

Was laid out in 18362, by Dr. Ge W. Wilson, but did not commence to
improve until after the war in 1866, first house was put up by Tir. Wilson,
“The first Hotel was erecled by Henry Bartle.

THE CHU kFH.

With the poverty and rough garb of the hardy pioneers and early sefilers of
this County, they bronght a love of sociol érder, and an abiding faith in the due-
trines of Christianity, So the vuice of (he Christian minister was heard coeval
wilh the first settlements, and pointing oot 1o them the way to eternal life. The
first sermon preached in the Connty, was delivered er William White, of
Boone County, 2 minister of the Christian Church, This was in the year 1837,
The second, by the Rev, Abraham 5till, a Methodist Preacher, who shortly aller
settled in the Southern part of the County, He was also a Physician, sod
i In these days there were no Churches, and
the meetings were held i the cabins of the seitlers in the winter and in lad
weather ; at other times the services were held in the Groves, where they erecled
of the same material. The
uﬂ-ir:nrlpulnliun were Church-going, and when & minister came into a neigh-
borhoad, it mattered little of what denomination, all attended : Haptise, Metho-
dist, Presbyterian, Christian, United Rrethren, or Catholic; and all amited
together in giving praise and adoration to the same God; and 1 have no doubt
that their love was as pure, their prayers 25 heartfels, and listened to by Him who
rules above, with as much pleasure at least, as they are now in the splendid Tem-
ples and cushioned seats or the putse-proud Christinns of the present day.

The fimt Camp meeting was held in the County in the year 1840, and con-
ducted by Rev. Abeaham Stll and Rev. Jese Green, of the Methodist Church,
on Batile Creek, in the South-west part of the County, They were both able
men in the ministry, and gquite 2 revival was had,  Dr, Siill was also the Grst
Circuit Rider in this County, and the organization of the Methodist Church dates
from about this time in this County. 1

In 1844, the Church divided, and under the terms of the Division, hoth
branches held 1he right bere to hold an organization, and the field has been oc-
cupied by both ever since that time until the present. There are foaricen congre-
gations in the Codnty, and quite a number of good churches, Communicanis
mhout goo.

The Christion Church was

ired later, by Rev, ‘Wills, of Boone
County, Mo, Nichols, John Sleightum and Josinh Hathaway, were the
first Elders of the Church. Rev. Isase Foster socceeded as Pastor, and con-

tinued preacl and organizing Churches until about the year 1858,  There are
at this time :i:gwng«gaum in the County, and 300 members,

The Regular Baptist Church was orgasized at a very early date ; have some
twa or three congregations, but have not i d to any extent.

The Missionary Haptist Church was organized at Lynn Grove, in the eastern
part of the County, by the Rev, A. T. Hite, in the year A1, 1841 It bas
Chinrch mizations in the County, and 400 eommunicants,

“The United Brethren bave an organization in the southowest part of the
County, but have increased bat slowly,

The Catholic Church has 4 Charch organization in the north-east part of the
County, numbering aboat 5o,

The Preshyterian Church had an existence here some twenty years ago. Elijah
Thatcher and David Buckner, Elders. They have had occasional preaching
since, und are at this time reorganizing at Glenwood, under the labors of Rev.

Sherwaod, of St Joseph, Mo,




