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FOREWORD

History should be written about spots. We all want to see
the spot where the event took place. We want to see the rock
on which the Pilgrims landed. We want to see the hridge at
Lexington where the embattled farmers stood and fired the
shot heard around the world. We want to see the place where
General Jackson piled up the cotton bales at New Orleans. We
want to see the place where General Pickett made his wild
charge at Gettyshurg.

Every community has its historic spots around which much
of the community history can be written. Wyandoite County
is the richest of all Kansas counties in these historic spots. The
discovery of the Kansas River by Lewis and Clark; the coming
of the three Indian Nations—the Shawneces, the Delawares and
the Wyandottes; the early day Missions; the establishment of
organized government; the establishment of the free school
system; all these things took place in Wyandotte County at a
time when all the rest, of what 1s now Kansas, was little known

and of less importance.

Then came the territorial days when Wyandotte furnished
the free state gateway into the Territory and wound up this
period by furnishing the Convention Hall in whicls the constitu-
tion of the new state was made.

Wyandotte got away to a flying start and she has always kept
the lead in the race of historic importance. She was developed
into the most populous county of the state, she welded her num-
erous litle communities into one big city, built a million dollar
court house, “The Gateway to Kansas,” curbed and bridged the
streams that wrought havoc and built 2 four million dollar high-

way across the city.

No effort has been made in these pages to write a contintious

history of Wyandotte County. The purpose has been to pick
the spots where events of historic importance have taken place




and to write the stories that cluster around these spots- hence

the title—"“TTistoric Spots.”
An effort has been made to make each story complete in itself.

This has necessitated some repetition but this could not be
avoided without destroying the story. The purpose of these
stories, from start to finish, has been to stimulate a pride of
citizenship which will lead on to greater achievements.
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HISTORIC SPOTS NUMBER ONE

PLLACE: Upper Point of the Kansas River.
TIME: June 26th, 1804.
EVENTS: I  The Beginning of History.
11 The First Boat Yard in Kansas.
ITI The First Court Held in Kansas.

There is a tradition that Coronado visited Kansas in his wan-
derings. There are traditions that in prehistoric times enter-
prising trappers plied their trade on the streams ol Kansas. His-
tory however, so far as Kansas is concerned, had its beginning
on the afternoon of June 26, 1804, when the Lewis and Clark
Expedition, “came to and camped in the Point above the Kan-
sas River.” (1)

The exploration of the country beyond the Mississippi had
long been desired by that eminent statestnan Thomas Jefferson.
When he came into the Presidency he sent a contidential mes-
sage to Congress (Jan. 18, 1803) pointing out the possibilities
of trade with the numerous tribes along the Missourl river and
suggesting that an intelligent olficer, with ten or twelve chosen
men, fit for the enterprise and willing to undertake it, might be
spared from the posts without inconvenience. He thought they
might explore the whole line, even to the Western Ocean, have
conferences with the nations on the subject of commercial inter-
course, get admission among them for trade as others were ad-
mitted, agree on convenient depots lor the interchange of articles
and return with the information acquired in the course of two
summers. Incidentally it would advance the geographical knowl-
edge of our country which would be an additional gratification.
The nation claiming the territory, regarding this as a literary
pursuit, which it was in the habit of permitting within its do-
mains, would not be disposed to view it with jealousy, even if
the expiring state of its interests then did not render it a matter
of indifference. He added that if the Congress would appro-
priate $z,500 ‘‘for the purpose of extending the commerce of
the United States” it would be considered by the Toxecutive as
giving legislative sanction, would cover the undertaking from
notice and prevent the obstructions which interested individuals
might ‘otherwise throw in the way. (=)

Congress passed the appropriation.  President Jefferson did
not délay the recruiting of his proposed party for the exploration

1. Coues History of the Expedition, pgs. 32, 35.
2 Messages and Papers of the Presidents, Vol I, pga. 362.4.
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of the Missouri river country. It was placed in command of
Capt. Meriwether Lewis of the First Regiment of infantry
with Captain William Clark as second in command. Then came
April 3oth, 1803 and the treaty of Paris, as a result of which,
all of Louisiana fell into the lap of the United States. The ex-
pedition gathered at Camp River Dubois, opposite the mouth
of the Missouri river, during the winter and spring of 1804,
and on May 14th, 1804 the famous ‘“Lewis and Clark Expedi-
tion’ pushed off on its journey into the unknown.

On June 26th, 1804, after making a distance of 9% miles for
the day, the party landed on the point between the Kansas and
the Missouri rivers. Here they spent the next three days rest-
ing and recruiting the party. A breasiwork of logs and brush
was built across between the two rivers, the boats were unloaded,
pulled ashore and repaired. Supplied were overhauled. The
latitude and longitude were taken. The rivers were measured
and their waters weighed and tested. Sundry other observa-
tions were made and duly recorded for their reports.

Among the supplies brought ashore was a barrel of whiskey.
A soldier, who was detailed to stand guard over it, gave a por-
tion to a fellow soldier and both got drunk. A court martial
followed and both men were found guilty. The sentinel was
sentenced to receive one hundred lashes on “his bear back.” The
other soldier was sentenced to receive fifty lashes on “his bear
back.” A formal record of the trial and punishment was made
in the “ORDERLY BOOK” as follows:

Camp Mouth of the Kansas, June 29, 1804.

“ORDERED—A court martial will be set this day at 11
o’clock to consist of five members for the trial of John Collins
and ITugh Hall, confined on charges exhibited against them by
Sergeant Floyd, agreeable to the articles of war.

DETAIL OF THE COQURT
Sergeant Nat Pryor, president.
1. ]J. B. Thompson

2. John Colter Mbs.
3. John Newman
4. Pat Gass

John Potts to act as Judge Advocate.
The court convened agreeable to order and proceeded to the
trial of the Prisoners Viz.
John Collins Charged “with getting drunk on his post this
Morning out of whiskey put under his Charge as Sentinal, and
for Suffering Hugh Hall to draw whiskey intended for the,

party.”
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To this Charge the prisoner plead Not Guilty.

The Court after mature deliv(b)eration on the evidence ad-
duced &c are of the opinion that the prisoner is Guilfy of the
Charge exhibited against him, and do therefore sentance him to
receive one hundred Lashes on his bear Buack.

Hugh Hall was brought before the Court Charged with take-
ing whiskey out of a Keg this morning which whiskey was
stored on the Bank (and under Charge of the Guard) Contrary
to all order, rule or regulation.

To this Charge the prisoner “Pleaded Guilty.”

The Court find the prisoner Guilty and Sentence him to re-
ceive fifty Lashes on his bear Back.

The Commanding Officers approve the Sentence of the Court
and order that the Punislunent take place at half past three this
evening, at which time the party will Parade for inspection.”

Capt. Clark in his diary records for the day that “after make-
ing Some arrangements, atd inflicting a little punishment to two
men we Set out at ¥4 past 4 o'clock, and proceeded on.”

His diary for the three days says:

Tues., June 26, 1804—*** pased a bad sand bar, where our
tow rope broke twice, & with great exertions, we rowed round it
and came to & camped, in the I’oint above the Kanzes River. June
27 —we determined to delay at this Place three or four Days
to make observations & recruit the party. Sveral men out
Hunting, onloaded our Perogue, and turned her up to Dry with
a view of repairing her after completing a Strong redoubt or
brest' work from (one) river to the other, of logs & Bushes Six
feet high, * * we compared the instrumts Took equal alti-
tudes and the meridian altitude of the Suns * * measured the
width of the Kansas River by an angle and made it 230 yds 4
wide, it is wider above the mouth The Missouri at this place is
about 500 yards wide, 28th June:—took equal altitudes, &e.,
&c., &c., repaired the Perogue cleared out the Boat suned our
Powder (and) woolen articles examined everything. 29th
June :—obsvd the distance of the Sun & Moon, toock Equal &
Maridional Alt and after makeing Some arangements, and
inflicting a little punishment to two men we Set out at 14 past
4 o’clock, and passed on.”

Two years went by and Lewis and Clark, having ascended
the Missouri river to its source and crossed over the Rocky
Mountains and down the Columbia river to the Pacific, made
their return journey down the Missouri river. On Monday,
August 15th, 1806, Captain Clark wrote in his journal:

“A strong breeze ahead prevented us from advancing more
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than forty-nine miles to the neighborhood of Haycabin creek.
The river Kanzas is very low at this time. About a mile below
it we landed to view the situation of a high hill, which has many
advantages for a trading house or fort; while on shore we gath-
ered great quantities of pawpaws, and shot an elk. The low
grounds are now delightful, and the whole country exhibits a
rich appearance; but the weather is oppressively warm, and de-
scending as rapidly as we do from a cool open country, between
the latitude of 46 and 49, in which we have been for nearly two
years, to the wooded plains in 38 and 39, the heat would be al-
most insufferable were it not for the constant winds from the
south and southeast.”

Eight days after this second visit to the mouth of the
Kansas river the Lewis and Clark Expedition landed at St.
Louis and disbanded. Nineteen years later when the Govern-
ment gave the Shawnees their reservation in Kansas, it reserved
the strip of land lying between the border of Missouri and the
Kansas river, described by Captain Clark as having many ad-
vantages for a fort. Whether the Clark report had anything to
do with this reservation can only be conjectured.

The “Point above the Kanzas river,” where Lewis and
Clark “‘came to & camped,” on June 26th, 1804, is now a part
of the Levee in Kansas City, Kansas, and the site of the pro-
posed Terminal Elevator through which it is intended the Kan-
sas wheat will find its way, by boats, to the markets of the world.

Lewis and Clark were not the first white men to visit Kansas
but none before their time left any record of their comings and
goings so that as far as written history is concerned it begins for
Kansas with the Janding of this expedition at the mouth of the
Kansas river the afternoon of June 26, 1804.



HISTORIC SPOTS NUMBER TWO
PLACE:  Present Site of Bonner Springs.

TIME: The Year 1820.
EVENTS: 1 The Four Houses.
II Tiblow.

III Bonner Springs.

Following the French explorers, who traversed the country
known as the Louisiana Purchase, and who hunted the beaver
and other fur bearing animals, came the traders, who establish-
ed trading posts, which were the department stores of their day,
and which carried in stock everything which the hunter or
trapper might need. Prominent among these traders was the
Chouteau family who established a trading post just below
Kansas City, and others along the bank of the Kansas River. (1)

Several of these trading posts were located in what is now
Wyandotte county. The oldest, and possibly the principal one
of these trading posts, was located at the present site of Bonner
Springs on the high ground between the present Union Pacific
depot and the present Santa Fe depot. and commanded a fine
view of the river. (2) According to Frederick Chouteau, the
youngest of the brothers, the “Four Houses” were built in
1820 by his brothers Francis G. and Cyprian Chouteau. (3).

The “Four Houses” were built of logs and were arranged
on four sides of a square that they might provide the protection
of a fort in case of an attack by the Indians, and the name
follows because of their construction. (4) Here the Chouteau’s
did an extensive business until the coming of the Delaware
and Shawnee Indians (5) after which they established other
trading posts nearer the settlements and the “Four Houses”
were abandoned.

The Four Houses were a going concern as late as 1826.
That was the year of the first big flood of the Kansas river, of
which there is a record. The Chouteau warehouses below the
mouth of the Kansas river were swept away. Chouteau moved
a part of his stock to Randolph Bluff and sent his family to the

1. *“in 1813 the American Fur Company was formed and the Chou-
teaus, formetly connected With the Missouri Trading Company, became
memhbers. Francis Chouteau was sent to Kansas and was employed for
several years in the work,” Andreas, History of Kansas, pg. 49.

2. Morgan, History of Wyandotte County, Kansas, pg. 313

3. ““The Four Houses were built about 1820 by my brothers.” Remin-
igcenses of Frederick Chouteau, Kansas Historical Collections, Vol VI,
pEg. 425,

B 4. Andreas, History of Xansas, DpE. 45
5. Morgan, History of Wyandotte County, Kansas, pg. 318.
€, Deatherage’, Early History of Greater Kanasas City, pgs. 305-%.
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Four Houses, the name given to the post on the Kaw. (6)

Sometime after the coming of the Delawares, in 1830,
Henry Tiblow, a club foot Delaware Indian, opened a ferry
across the ansas river, near the site of the old Four Houses.
He lived in a log cabin, on the west side of the present city of
Bonner Springs, which was still standing in the year 1911. (7)
Tiblow received his education at the Shawnee Mission. (8) For
years he was one of the interpreters for the government for both
the Delawares and the Shawnees. His name appears in the
Official Kansas Roster in the list of appointments for 1837-38
where he is credited to Fort Leavenworth. He was renamed
from time to time, the last appointment recorded being for 1859-
61 where he is credited to the Delaware Agency. (9) He was
also a witness, as interpreter, to the Delaware trealy, made May
30, 1860, relative to the option given the Leavenworth, Pawnee
and Western Ruilroad Co. to the Delaware lands. (10)

With the coming of the Union Pacific, a station was estab-
lished, near the site of the old Four House. It was named Tib-
low, after the interpreter and ferryman. The town was platted
in 1870 and grew into a busy community with a brick school
house, flourishing business houses and dwellings. In 1885 Bon-
ner Springs was laid out adjoining the town of Tiblow, which
it later absorbed taking into the city limits the site of the old
Four Houses, the first settlemient made by white men in Kansas.

Morgan, History of Wyandotte County, Kansas, pg. 320.
Kansas Historical Cellections, Vol. IX, pgs. 186-207.
Ibid, Vol. XVI, pgs. 726-733.

Tbid, pg. 765.

Sl



HISTORIC SPOTS NUMBER THREE

PLACE:  One Mile Noriheast of Shawnee.
TIME: The Year 1825,
EVENTS: I The Coming of the Shawnees.
IT The Shawnee Capitol or Council House.

The Shawnees were the first of the “Emigrant Tribes,” of
Indians, to settle in what is now Wyandotte county, Kansas.
At one time the Shawnees were an influential tribe but the
victory of General Wayne, (Mad Anthony) in 1794 (1) broke
their power and they never recovered their prestige. Some years
later Tecumseh, the greatest of all their leaders, aided and
abetted by his brother Ten-Squa-Ta-Wa, “The Prophet,” at-
tempted to form a confederacy of all the Indian tribes to resist
the encroachments of the whites, but the victory of Gen.
Harrison at the battle of Tippecance (2), not only broke up
the confederacy but sounded the death knell of the Shawnees.

After the victory of Gen. Wayne a considerable part of the
Shawnees left the United States and moved across the
Mississippi into Spanish territory, settling near Cape Girardeau,
Missouri. The white man soon overtook them however, and, as
usual. wanted the Indian’s land. The agent, in charge of Indian
affairs, was Gen. Clark, of Lewis and Clark fame. On the 7th
of November, 1825, he made a treaty with the Missouri Shaw-
nees whereby they gave up their lands in Missouri, which had
been given to them by the Spanish government, for a new
reservation to he selected from the lands west of the state of
Missouri. The Shawnees selected a strip of land directly west (3)
of the Missouri border on the south side of the Kansas river. It
was almost thirty years before an official description of this
reservation was given. In the treaty of 1854, it was described
as follows:

“Beginning at a point in the western houndary of
the State of Missouri, three miles south of where
said boundary crosses the mouth of the Kansas
River; thence continuing south and coinciding with
said boundary for twenty five miles; thence due west
one hundred and twenty miles; thence due north until
said line intersect the southern boundary of the

1. The battle of Maumee was fought August 20, 1794, Wayne routed
the Indians, chased them a Ereat distance, lald waate thelr towns for fifty
miles, and compelied them to make a treaty giving up about 26,000 square
miles of the land north of the QOhio. Barmes U. s. History, pg. 173.

2., November 7, 1811

3. Ravizsed Indian Treatiep.
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Kansas reservation; thence due east, coinciding with
southern boundary of said reservation, to the south-
ern shore of the Iansas River; thence along said
southern shore of said river, to where a line from
the place of beginning drawn due west shall inter-
sect the same, estimated to contain 1,600,000 acres
more or less.” (4)

By the terms of the 1825 treaty the Shawnees were to be
paid $25,000. Of this amount $14,000 was to pay for the im-
provements on their land and $i1,000 was to be in settlement
of spoliation claims of various kinds that the Shawnees had
against white citizens of the United States. Of this amount
$5,000 was to be expended for domestic animals, implements
of husbandry and provisions as soon as the tribe removed to
the new lands. In addition to this the United States was to
support and keep a blacksmith shop on the new lands for five
vears, or as long as the President may deem advisable; and to
furnish for the use of the Shawnees the necessary tools for the
blacksmith shop and 300 pounds of iron annually. (5)

Tn accordance with the terms of this treaty, the Missouri
Shawnees began to move in the fall and winter of 1825 and
1826, settling mainly in what is now Shawnee Township,
Wryandotte county. (6) There was a provision in the treaty
that ihe Ohio Shawnees might also share in its terms. About
one third of the Ohio Shawnees did move out in 1826 and
come to the western country. (7) Among them was the Fish
band to which the families of Tecumseh and the Prohpet be-
longed. (8) Just when the Prophet came is not known, but
he was here in 1830. Tsaac McCoy, on his way to survey the
lands of the Delawares, stopped in the Shawnee settlements,
in that month, and held a council with them, over which the
Prophet presided and acted as spokesman for the group. (9)

Abhout 400 of the Shawnees remained in Ohio and on August
8. 1831 the United States made a treaty with them by which
they gave up their Ohio holdings and moved to the new
country. (10) The Ohio Shawnees were better traders than
their Missouri brethren. They were to receive $13,000 for their
improvements and the United States was to pay the expense
of their removal and keep them in provision for one year after
Ibld, pgs. T86-88.

Article 4 of the Treaty.

Kansas Hilstorieal Cotlections, Vol. IX, pg. 163
Ibid, pg. 164, note.

Ihid, Vol. X, pg

. 386.
McCoy, History of Baptiet Indian Misslons pg. 404
Revised Indian Treaties, PEy TE8-92.

Sewamoa
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their arrival. They were to have a saw mill and a grist mill,
built in the best manner, and to contain two pair of stones and

a good bolting cloth. Also a hlacksmith shop (to contain all
necessary tools) and a blacksmith to be employed by the
United States as long as Lhe President miay deem1 proper. They
were to be given as presents 200 blankets, 40 ploughs, 40 sets
of horse-gears, 150 hoes, 5o axes and Russian sheeting
sufficient for 50 tents. Auother provision of the treaty was
that they were to have 2 cross cut saws, 4 grind stones annual-
Iy,10 hand saws, 10 drawing kuives, 50 files, 50 gimlets, 2o
augers of different sizes, 10 planes of different sizes, 2 braces
and bits, 4 lewing axes, 2 dozen scythes, 5 frows, and 5
grubbing hoes. Joseph Parks, who was described as a ¥4 blood
Indian was to be given 640 acres of land in Ohio.

The \Wapaughkonetta band moved from Auglaize county,
Ohio to Kansas in 1832 in care of James B. Gardiner, leaving
their old homes September 20 and reaching the Shawnee
reservation in Kansas about Christinas time, having suffered
much from cold and hunger. The Hog Creck band was moved
from the same locality to Kansas in the summer of 1833, under
the care of Joseph Parks, (11) in safety and without suffer-
ing. (12)

Although the Shawnees lived in Kansas for a matter of
about forty years their stay here was uneventful. The
Methodists, both North and Sonth, the Baptist and the Friends
maintained missions among them but with small success. Isaac
McCoy described them in 1835 as follows:

“Generally their dwellings are neat, hewed log
cabins, erected with their own hands, and within
them a small amount of furniture. Their fields are
enclosed with rail fences; and sufficiently large to
yield them corn and culinary vegetables plentifully.
They keep cattle and swine, work oxen, and use
horses for draught: and own some plows, wagons
and carts.” (13)

The treaty of Nov. 7. 1825, and the beginning of the migra-

11, Capt. Joseph Parks is deseribed in the 1831 treaty as a one-fourth
blood Indian. He brought the Hog Creek band of Shawnees to Xansas in
1833. He was the Captain of a Shawnee company Iin the Seminole war.
He reprcsented the Shawnees in Washington wherg he presented their
clalms agaimst the government. He was chief of the tribe for many
Years. He was a member of the Mesthodist church and of the Westport
Masonic lodge. He died April 3. 1859, aged =sixty-six years. and was
burled {n the Methodist cemetery at Shawnee. A fine monument, bearing
Masonle emblema, marks hig last resting Place. Kansas Historical Col-
lections, Vol IX, pg. 186 and Vol. X, pez. 400.

12. arvey's History of the Slhiawnee Indians, pgs. 230-33.

1%. Annual Reglster of Indlan Affairs, Vol. I, pg. 23. (1835)
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tion of the Shawnee Indians to the territory, afterwards to be
lnown as Kansas, called for a new seat of government, around
which the activities of the Shawnee nation would center. This
was known as the Council House. It was located about a mile
north and a little east of 1he present town of Shawnee. The
building was erected on what is now described as the southwest
quarter of section 2, township 12, range 24. There had been an
earlier council house, a temporary one, a small cabin on an-
other site, but it was never regarded as the real seat of Shawnee
government. (T14)

_Rev. Tsaac McCoy gives us a description of this council house.
He says: (15:

“Most of the tribes have each a council house. That of
the Shawnees is a newn-log building, erccted by themselves
about thirty feet wide and eighty feet long, and one story
high. Tt contains one apartment only, without either upper
or under floor. There is a door in each end, but no win-
dow, excepting three smali holes on each side, about as
high as a man’s head when seated. resembling the apera-
tures of the use of small-arms in a block house. Openings
in the roof allow the smoke of the fire on the earth, in the
center, to escape. The roof is a kind of very ordinary
shingling with boards. The only seat is a continuation of
hewn logs laid along the walls. The sides of the building
are kept in place by cross-beams resting upon two rows of
wooden pillars. On one side of one of the pillars nearest
one of the doors is carved in relief the figure of a rattlesnake
about five feet long, and on the other side the likeness of a
snake without the rattle. On two opposite sides of one of
the pillars nearest the other door are carved, in relief also,
uncouth resemblances of the human face, somewhat larger
than life, partially painted, and with a twist of tobacco tied
to the pillar crossing immediately above each figure. On
each of two opposite sides of a pillar in the interior is carved
as above the figure of a turtle, colored so as to increase the
resemblance to the living animal. Metal is inserted for
eyes; from which, on the late occasion, I discovered a per-
son wiping the dust, and increasing their brilliancy by
rubbing.” ‘

There was a strong spring near this council house and for
years after the building had disappeared the place was known
as the council house spring and was a popular camping place for

14, Connelley, History of Kansas, pg. 228.
15. History of Baptist Indlan Missions, pg. 529.
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the settlers who passed through the country. TFor years this

land has been in the possession of the McAnany family. When
it was enclosed, and became a pasture, the tramping of the
cattle and the washing down of the soil filled the spring up and
it has not flowed for many years. (16)

With the building of the Methodist church at Shawnee, in
1840, the council house seems to have heen abandoned and tlhe
Shawnees met for council in their log Methodist meeting house.
(17) That the building had entirely disappeared by 1858 i5 evi-
denced by a story told by Rev. Joab Spencer. (18) In that year
he was making his home with Charles Blue Jacket, who was
soon to be elected the Head Chief of the tribe. One day he
noticed a large piece of squared timber lying in the barn-lot,
having a turtle in relief on each of two opposite sides. They
were the size of large land turtles or tortoises. The work had
been well done. Asking Blue Jacket for an explanation he was
told that it was a post from an old council house of the Shaw-
nees that had stood on the Blue Jacket land.

By 1854, the Shawnees numbered about goo souls, including
the white men, about twenty in number, who had intermarried
into the nation and were therefore adopted as Indians. (19)
The reservation contained approximately 1,600.000 acres of
land or about 1,700 acres each. This was too much land for
an-Tndian to have, especially when white men wanted it, so
there was another treaty. (20) By this treaty the Shawnees
gave up seven 2ighths of their reservation. For the surrendered
portion they were to receive the sum of $829,000 or about 48
cents per acre. The remaining 200,000 acres were to he al-
Iotted. Each person. adult or child, male or female, was to
receive 200 acres. Those who did not want their lands in
severalty, but who wished to maintain their tribal relations,
could hold their lands in common, 200 acres to be set off for
each member in the group. Most of the Shawnees took their
land in severalty but some did not. There was no provision
in the treaty whereby the allottees became citizens. Disputes
arose as to whether the lands were now taxable or not. Law-
suits were numerous. Congressional investigations were he!~.
Special statutes were passed. Gradually the Shawnees drif‘cd
to the Indian Territory. The Shawnee had made his last stand.

16. Interview with Mrs. Patrick McAnany, Sept. 1, 1834,
}; %(baigsas Hiptorical Collectiona, Vol, X, pg. 889,
16, Papter ya. Winslow, § Kansan 847,
. igof _Charies Blug Facket ve, County Commissioners of Johnaen County,
3 Konsan 300-208, i
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After Kansas became a state fohnson county sought to tax
the lands which the Shawnees had taken in severalty. Chief
Charles Blue Jacket, acting for himself and for other Shawnees.
instituted an action in the District court to enjoin the county
commissioners from selling the Shawnee lands for delinquent
taxes. The court found against the Shawnees and this finding
was sustained by the supreme court of Kansas in 1865, (21)

An appeal was taken to the supremie court of the United States
where this decision was reversed. That tribunal found that the
Shawnees were an independent nation, having their own laws.
usages and customs. That they had been recognized as such by
the United States and that thev had never surrendered to the
United States nor to the State of Kansas their national existence
and their right to regulate their own affairs in their own way.
(22)

Evidently the supreme court of Kansas did not take kindly to
this slap on the wrist for in a subsequent case it said: (28 L
may seem to border very closely upon the ludicrous, if not upon
the ridiculous, to see the government of the United States grave-
ly treating with a few hali-naked, half-starved savages, as
though these savages were a great natiom, and then having it
seriously claimed that the treaty, thus made, is a part of the
supreme law of the land, paramount to an act of congress, or to
any constitution or law of any one of the states.” '

Tn the hriefs, filed in this case in the supreme court of Kansas,
is the testimmony of Chief Blue Jacket which gives interesting
nformation about the Shawnee customs and theit methods of
government. In part it said: (24)

“That he is the Shawnee Head Chief and has held that
position fonr vears next New Years day; Graham Rodgers
held that office before me for about two years; Pascal I7ish,
a Shawnee. was his predecessor for about one year; Capt.
Joseph Parks was his next predecessor for ahout six years.
Graham Rodgers is now second chief of the tribe. The
Shawnees have a council of five men, elected for one vear;
they have a sheriff elected for one year and a clerk of the
council elected for one vear. The Shawnees have an in-
terpreter for the tribe, appointed by the government of the

91, Charles Blue Jacket vs. Counly Commissioner of Johnson County,
3 Kansas 204

22. The Kansas Indians, 5 Wallace, 737

3. Dorter vs. Winglow, 5 Kansas, 367,

24. Charles Blue Jacket vs. County Commissioners of Johnson Couriy,
3 Kansas 300-303. i
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United States; Matthew King, a Shawnee. lolds that place
at present. The Shawnees have a place of meeting of their
counctl and head men for transacting business, which at
present is a vacant house on my premises owned by me as
a head right. I am forty-eight years of age. The Shawnees
keep the same organization ncw that they alwavs did with-
in my recollection. The number of the Shawnees belonging
to the tribe is about 860, exclusive of absentees. of which
there are between 1,100 and 1,200. The Shaiwnee council
meets at a stated time—the first Monday in each month.
The powers of the tribe in council are regulated by custont.
This tribe have their own customs and their own regula-
tions, by which they are governed. We have customs
governing the commission of offenses by one Shawnee
against another. The council try the offenders: the head
chiefs carry into effect the decision fixed upon by the coun-
cil. One case of murder has been so tried. the defendant
found guilty and the punishment fixed by the council was
death; the sheriff executed the sentence; this was in 1856
or 1857. This custom of trving offenders is still kept up.
We have a national school fund and a school fund of our
own. The interest on the former is $5,000.00 per year. We
have the mission school under the direction of the Friends
or Quakers. The old Shawnee mission school was done
away with some two or three years ago on account of a
non-compliance with contract: the Sunday school there is
kept up. If one Shawnee is indebted to and refuses to pay
another Shawnee, the latter comiplains to the council, who
order their clerk to issue a writ notifving the defendant to
appear at the next regular council day. The ceuncil hear
and determine the case and order the party to pay, which
might be taken out of the next annuity. The last annuity
froni the government was paid in 1863. The United States
has au agent for us, residing among us. as has always been
the case. 1Mr. Abbot 1s the present agent. * * * The head
men or chiefs get their office hy vote of the Shawnce people
over seventeen years. L. Flint is our present sheriff. We
meet at a vacant house on my land where we have met for
six months; we have been in the habit of meeting at dif-
ferent places. When the agent calls a council. we meet at
DeSota where he resides; we formerly met in a church at
Shawneetown. We have met at Tucker’s, at Capt. Kuler's
building and in the parsonage. No change in the regular-
ity of the meetings for several vears. Some time. five years
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ago, we had a written book, used eight years, showing the
powers of the council. * * For stealing we make the guilty
party pay double the value. We have tried no case of steal-
ing within my recollection. Shawnees do not steal much.
We try to do in our organization just what we have always
been doing. We don’t owe much. The debts were all settled
up when the hig payments were made by the government.
The Shawnee council do not pretend to control my property
——ponies, grain or head right. There are six or eight
adopted Shawnees among us. Some whites have married
Shawnee women. They do not tax a poor tax among us.
Our council never grants divorces. A Shawnee can divorce
his own wife if he has any fault to find. Some times
Shawnees are married by ministers. * * * We have a custom
in old times as to marriage; this custom prevails among a
portion of the tribe, and among another portion they must
get married by ministers. The Shawnee council still rec-
ognize those who are married according to the old custom
as man and wife. The council lets the Shawnees do as
they please as to matriage. As to heirs, in the first place
they go to the council if there is any question as to who
are heirs, and the council 1nvest1gate and decide who are
heirs; the two chiefs certify to it.”

Although Blue Jacket and his fellow Shawnees eventually won
their suit with Johnson county, it did not end litigation. Grad-
ually the Indian titles to the land were extinguished and the
remnant of the Shawnee tribe found a new home in the Indian
Territory. They had been in Kansas approximately four decades.
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PLACE: One-half Mile North of the Kaw’s Mouth.
TIMIL : The Year 1820,
EVENT: The “Caleece” Ferry, or the First Gateway.

The barrier, raised by the Missouri river, stopped the tide of
emigration that pushed across Clay county Missouri. The
thrifty farmers and traders who lived in Clay county and
the Platte Purchase, wanted to reach the Indian trade in Kansas
and so were not long in finding a gateway into this virgin
territory.

In 1825 a road was laid out from Liberty, Mo. to the mouth
of the Kansas river. The same year Richard Linville started a
ferry across the Missouri river. In 1826 Linville sold his ferry
to an old Frenchman named Calisse Montarges, commonly
called “Caleece.” This was the first gateway into the territory
of Kansas and “Caleece” continued to run this ferry until 1830.
“Caleece” came to this part of the country soon after the war
of 1812 as a French trapper and voyaguer. He was one of the
eccentric characters known all along the river and his must have
been the most popular of all the ferries. (1)

The landing place on the Kansas side of the river was about
a half mile north of the mouth of the Kansas river where
“Caleece” took a claim and built a cabin. (2)

Dr. John Arthur, long a resident of Wyandotte county, used
to tell a story about this fgrry which showed the character of
the early day traffic across this border. The father of Dr.
Arthur came to Liberty, Missouri in 1825 and built a small
grist mill and a still house. Having a surplus of both flour and
whiskey he contracted a quantity of it to the Chouteau trading
post a few miles above the mouth of the Kansas river, A wagon
was loaded with three barrels of whiskey and several sacks of
flour. One of the slaves, named Solomon Arthur, started, with
two yoke of oxen, for Chouteau’s by way of the “Caleece”
ferry. The loaded wagen and one yoke of oxen were put on the
boat and the second yoke were left for another trip. The boat
started with two men’at the oars, Mr. “Caleece” at the rudder,
Solonon the slave, and a stranger, with a gun and an ax, who
wanted to cross to the Kansas side. As soon as the boat left the
Missouri shore the stranger proceeded to knock in the heads of
" the three whiskey barrels and dump the sacks of flour into

1. Deatherage. History of Greater Kansas City, pg. 187.
2. Kansas City Sun, February 28, 1%13
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them. This destroyed both products. The men at the oars and
the ferryman at the rudder had al} they could do to attend to
the current of the Missouri and the slave did not dare inter-
fere with a white an, even if he could have left his oxen.
\When the boat reached the Kansas side the stranger juniped
ashore and bidding the men good Dye, dlisappeared 1nto the
woods. The slave returned to Liherty and reported the disaster.
An investigation satisfied his master that the stranger had been
hired by a dealer at Westport, who had been supplying
Chouteau with a similar line of goods, and who resented the
proposed competition. (3)

The ferry rates in those early days were high. One of the

schedules preserved shows the following rates:— (4)
For a loaded wagon and teanm ...........-.. $2.00
Enipty wagon and teamn ...........-oo wavie e
Loaded cart and temm .........eowesoe 1.00
Dearborn, or gig,, and NOFSES o vvws oo ey | fOBLE
Man and horse .. ... --oei e PRSP 37%
Single PETSOM . oowonvrcn-cn it PRI CR ]
Horses ¢ach .- .ecovnvearnoses e s e deaee. ATEgS
Sheep. hogs and cattle each .....v % V. 3
3. Inid,

4 Deatherage, Histol'y of Greater Kansa§ City, pg. 187
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PLACE:  The Kansas River North of Turner.

TIMIL The Year 1827

EVENTS: I The Cyprian Chouteau Trading House.
IT Qutfitting of Iremont “The Pathfinder.”

When Brevet Captain John C. Fremont set out in the summer
of 1842, with Kit Carson as his guide, to explore the unknown
territory between the frontier of Missouri and the Rocky
Mountains, he completed his preparation at, and began his
journey from, the Cyprian Chouteau trading house on the right
bank of the Kansas river in Wyandotte county, IKansas.
Fremont’s own story is told in a Senate document from which
we quote: {1).

REPORT OIF THE EXPLORING EXPEDITION TO

THE ROCK MOUNTAINS IN THE YEAR 1842
BY CAPTAIN ], C. FREMONT

“Agreeable to your orders to explore and report upon the
country between the (frontiers of Missouri and the South
Pass in the Rocky Mountains, and on the line of the Kansas
and Great Platte Rivers, 1 set out from Washington City on the
znd day of May, 1842, and arrived at St. Louis, by way of
New York the zznd of Mav, 1842, where the necessary
perparations were completed, and the expedition com-
menced. [ proceeded in a steamboat {o Chouteau’s landing,
about four hundred miles by water from St. Louis and near
the mouth of the Kansas river. where we proceeded twelve
miles to Mr. Cyprian Chouteau’s trading house, where we com-
pleted our final arrangements for the expediticn.

Bad weather, which terferred with astronomical observ-
ations, dejayed us severzl days in the early part of June at this
post, which is on the right bank of the Kansas river, about ten
miles above the mouth and six beyond the western bhoundary
of Missouri. The sky cleared off at length and we were able-
to determine cur position in longitude 94 25 46 and latitude 39
5 57. The elevation above the sea is about 700 feet. Qur camp.
in the mean time, presented an animated and bustling scene. All
were busily occupied in completing the necessary arrangements
for our campaign in the wilderness, and ptoﬁtmg by this short
delay on the verge of civilization, to provide ourselves with all
the little essentials to comfort in the pomadic life we were to
lead for the ensuing sununer months. Gradually, however,

1. Senate Document 174; 28th Congress, 2nd Session.
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everything—the material of the camp, men, horses and even
imules—settled into place, and by the roth we were ready to
depart.

We were all well armed and mounted, with the exception of
eight men who conducted as many carts, in which were packed
our stores, with the baggage and instruments, and which were
cach drawn by two mules, and a few loose horses, and four
oxen, which had been added to our stock of provisions, com-
pleted the train. We set out on the morning of the 1oth which
happened to be Friday—a circumstance which our men did not
fail to remember and recall during the ensuing journey. Mr.
Cyprian Chouteau, to whose kindness, during our stay at his
house we were much indebted, accompanied us several miles on
our way, until we met an Indian, whom he had engaged to
conduct us to the ocean of prairie which, we were told, stretch-
ed without interruption almost to the base of the Rocky
Mountains. X

Frem the belt of wood which borders the Kansas and in
which we had passed several good-looking Indian farms, we
suddenly emerged on the prairie. * * In about ten miles we
reached the Santa Fe road, along which we traveled for a short
time and encamped on a small stream; having travejed about
11 miles. (2)

The Chouteau Trading Post was situated in Section 13,
Town 1, Range 24, north and a little east of where the village
of Turner now stands in Wyandotte county, Kansas. (3). That
it was a more important place in 184z than the Choutean or
Westport Landing below the mouth of the Kansas river can
I readily surmised, else the Fremont journey would have been
outfitted at the later place. According to J. C. McCoy it was
founded in 1827. In an address at the 25th anniversary of the
founding of Wyandotte City, Mr. McCoy said: (4)

“Four years before this date (1820) the most westerly
irading post of the American Fur Company, in charge of
Francis G. Chouteau, five miles below this point was swept
away by the great flood which occurred in the Missouri
River in that year, and soon afterwards (1827) was re-
established on the south bank of the Kansas river about
six miles above its mouth.”

2. On page 687 Capt. Fremont gives his astronomical observations.
It in headed: “Encampment at Chouteau's Lower Trading House, Right
bank gr t;m‘ez Kanzas River, T0D feet above the level of the Gulf of Mexico.
June 9, 18427 q

3. Kansas Historical Collections, Vol. IX, pg. 574 Also Deatherage,
History of Greater Kansas City, pgs. 332-33,
4. Keansas City Journal, Feb. 17, 1882.
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In the samé address Mr. McCoy tells of visiting the
Chouteau Trading Post in 1830 when on a surveying trip with
his father Isaac McCoy. At that time the surveying party

forded the Kansas river at this place on their way to Leaven-
worth.

Golden Silvers, one of the earliest white settlers of Jackson
county, Missouri, has also left testimony as to the importance of.
this post.

“One of the headquarters for these traders was
Chouteau’s  trading-post, on the Kansas river, ten miles
above its mouth. During the spring floods, when the
principal freighting was done, the Missouri river bhoats
brought cargoes direct from St. Louis to Chouteau’s, which
was a formidable rival, as a depot of supplies, of Westport
now in Kansas City.” (5)

Frederick Choutean also tells that we (the Chouteaus) in
1828 and 1829 built some trading houses, four or five miles
above Wyandotte, for trading with the Delawares and Shaw-
nees. (6) He places these houses, however, on the north side of
the river but as the Shawnees were on the south side of the
river it is natural to suppose the house intended for therm would

be on the south side of the river where McCoy and others
iocated it.

When the Rev. Thomas Johnson came in 1830 to establish
his mission among the Shawnees he selected a site near this
trading post. (7)

Iow long Cyprian Chouteau continued to run this trading
post is a matter of conjecture.

He married Nancy Francis, daughter of John Francis,
hereditary chief of the Shawnees and lived with tie tribe. (8)
He probably continued to run the trading house until the
Shawnees began to move out in the fifties. That he was still
living in the neighborhood as late as March 30, 1855 is shown
by his testimony before the Special Committee of Congress to
Investigate the Troubles in Kansas. On June 26th, 1856 he
appeared hefore the Committee and testified - (9)

“On the 3oth of March, 1855, I was a résident of

B, Kuonsas Hiatorical Collections, Vol IX, DE. 320,

6. Ibld, Vol. VIII, pg. 423. -

7. "A man named Chouteau had a trading post on the south bank
of the Kansas river, a few miles back from {ts mouth, and not far from
him, the young people, {the Johnsons) went into the big timber and erected
a4 double two story log house and started housekeeplng with g mission
and a school.”” Kansas Historical Collections, Vol. XIV, pg. 189.

§: Kansas City Star. March 23, 1934

9. House report No. 220, 34th Congress, 1xt Sesslon, PE. 429
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Kansas Territory and have lived in it some twenty or
twenty two years. 1 was one of the judges of election ap-
pointed by Governor Recder, for the seventeenth district,
and served as such on the day of clection. The election
was held at the Shawnee Methodist meeting house.,”

The records also show that Cyprian Chouteau was a judge
at the election ¢f November 29, 1834 and that he was one of
the Comnissioners appointed by the 1855 Legislature to lay out
certain territorial roads. No matter when it closed its doors the
oustanding fact remains that it was at the Chouteau Trading
post that Fremont began his vovage of discovery and this alone
marks it as worthy of a place among the Historic Spots of
Wryandotte county.
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PLACE: Near Steny Puint School House.
TTNN S The Year 1830.
EVENT:  The Delaware Agency Building.

The Delawares began to come to Kansas in 1830, settling most-
ly in what is now western Wyandotte and eastern Leavenworth
counties. Their new reservation not only embraced the land be-
tween the Missouri river and the Kaw but stretchied across [Kan-
sas to the buffalo country. They came originally from Ohio and
breught with them a knowledge of agriculture, and many of
the habits of industry. They opened farms. built houses and
cut roads along the ridges and divides; erected a frame church
at what is now the village of White Church. The population of

Fg,j—vrﬂﬂtw—-— S - — . . P Y
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THE DBLAWARE AGENCY BUILDING

FProbably built in the early thirties, of hewn logs and years later
covered with elupboards. Stands one-fourth mile southeast of Stony Point
school house. Now {(November 19%4) used us a stable. The pldest strue-
tfure in the state of Kansus.
the Delaware tribe when it first settled in Kansas was about
1,000. It was afterwards reduced to 8oo. This was in con-
seuence of contact with the wilder tribes twho were as hostile
to the short haired Iudians as they were to the whites. Still the
Delawares would venture out hunting the buffalo and beaver, to
be inevitably overcome and destroyed. The Government finally
forbade them leaving the reservation. The effect of this order was
soon apparent in the steady increase of the tribe, so that when
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they were removed in 1867, they numbered 1,160. (1).

‘The Delaware Agency, the home of the Indian agent and the
place where the government payments to the tribe were made,
was built in what is now described as N. W. 24 of the S, W.
14 of Section 10, Town 11, Range 24. It is about a quarter of
2 mile south and a quarter of a mile east of the Stony Point
school house. It was built of oak logs, hewn and duck billed at
the corners and chinked with stone between the logs. The main
part was approximately 20x30 feet, and was divided into two
rooms. There was also an ell approximately 12X15 feet. A fire
place was built in one end of the main structure connecting with
a stone chimmey at the end of the building. An outside stairway
rested on this chimmney and formed an entrance to the low loft
under the roof. It was covered with shaved shingles. One of
the stories that has been handed down by the Delawares 1s that
it cost $1,200. There is no record as to when the building was
built. There is a story, that seems to lack any verification, that
the first Delaware pay house was built much further east, (2}
but the Delaware activities soon settled in the neighborhood of
the Grinter ferry or the Delaware Crossing as it was frequently
called, and it 1s probable that the Agency soon located in the

 more central locality. The Delawares do not seem to have settled
at all in the east end of iheir reservation so none of them had 2
be dispossessed when in 1843 the Tribe sold the 39 sections
between the two rivers o the Wyandottes.

When the Delawares moved away in 1867, and the building
ceased to be used as an agency, it came into the possession of
1 man named Aiken, who sided the building over and used it as
a residence. It was used as a residence up to a few years ago
when it was turned into a hay barn and a general storage house.
Tt is still standing (1934). It is in a remarkable state ‘of
preservation and is undoubtedly the oldest structure on Kansas
soil.

1. Statement ot J. @. Pratt. Indian agent and mlaslonary.

2. ‘““Governor Walkera house atood on what are now lots 4, 5 6 and
7 in block 4 Sennyside Additlon to Kansas City, Xansns. The grounds
and garden enclosed with the house included the remainder of block 4,
the north half of block 6. lots 1 to 3E inclusive in block 5, and all sireets
and alleys tncluded In these bounds. His house had bheen the old Dela-
ware Day house, where the Delawares Chme {0 recelve thelr annuities from
the agents. * # The heavy door which had & 8quare hole cut in it
through which the agent passed out the money to the Delnwares. was
plways retalned in uss by Governor Walker.” From the Provisional
{iovernment. PaEs 64, note 1.
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PLACE:  One Mile Southeast of Victory Junction.
TIME : The Year 1830.
EVENTS: I The Coming of the Delawares.

II The Delaware Capitol.

ITI The Grave of Ne-Con-Ie-Con.

Up to the year 1825 the Kansas Indians, more frequently
known as. the Kaws, claimed an ill defined hunting ground on
the north side of the Kansas river. Some remains of supposed
Kaw villages have been found in Wyandotte county, but these
have been classed as “prehistoric.” The “Four Houses,” built on
the site of Bonner Springs, in 1820, by the Chouteaus, were for
trading purposes with the Kaws and the trappers who visited
their territory. By a treaty, made in 1825, the (Government
pushed the Kaws twenty leagues up the Kansas river. (1) The
real purpose back of this treaty was not to restrict the Kaws,
but to make a place where the eastern Indian tribes might be
colonized peaceably if they would, forcibly if necessary.

By a treaty, made in 1818, the Delawares had given up their
lands in Indiana and had moved onto the James fork of the
White river in southwestern, Missouri. (2) Here in Council
Camp on the Tames fork of the White river, on September 24.
1820, a new treaty was negotiated. Final conclusion was had
at Council Camp in the fork of the Kansas and Missouri rivers,
on the 19th of October, 1829. (3) By the terms of this treaty
the Delawares were to be given, as their permanent residence,
the country in the fork of the Kansas and Missouri rivers,
extending up the Missouri river to Camp Leavenworth, and
running westward to the eastern limits of the Kaw land. In
addition to this the Delawares were to have an outlet ten miles,
extending along the entire northern boundary of the Kaw
reservation. This was to give the Delawares access to the
buffalo feeding grounds in what in later dav parlance has come
to_be known as the “short grass countrv.” The treaty contained
the usual warranties that “the United States herebv pledges the
faith of the Government to guarantee forever. the quiet and
peacable possession and undisturbed enjoyment of the same
against the claims and assaults of all and every other people
whatsoever.”

That the Council Camp on the White river was: switched to

1, Neavizgad Tadian Troaties, pR, 410,

AT :
) Rhﬂllrf t%ma Trantiet, pr. 0.
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the Council Camp in the fork of the Kansas and Missouri rivers,
hefore the treaty was completed, would indicate that the
Delawares were not trading “‘sight on seen,” but were spying out
the land before signing the treaty.

Here the Delawares, to the number of 1,000, (4) were slow-
Iy colenized. their settlements being made mostly n the western
part of Wyandctte and the eastern part of Leavenworth counties.
Here they were allowed to stay until a plausible excuse could
he found for making them move on.

May 6. 1834, a new treaty was made with the Delawares, (5)
It provided for the cession to the Government of the ten mile
outlet strip for which the Govermuent was to pay the sum of
$10,000. It set aside a dinunished reserve for the Delawares,
starting at the Wyandotte lands and extending 4o iles west-
ward. In 1843 the Delawares had sold 39 sections of their land
on the east side of their reservation to the Wyandottes, and
these 39 sections were rescrved, as well as four sections about
to be sold to the Munsees. The rest of the: reservation, as
described in the treaty of 1829, was to be surveyed by the
Government. and sold at publie sale, the proceeds, after paying
the expense of the survey and sale, to he held for the benefit of
the Delawares.

The lands. lying west of the Diminished Reserve, were sur-
veyed and sold, as provided in the treaty, the sale resulting in a
scandal which ealled for a Congressional investigation. (6)

That the Delawares were [ast learning the ways of the white
man was evidenced by Article 6 of the treaty. which provided,
that five of the “old chiefs,” three of whom signed the treaty,
should have $10.000 out of the trust Tuud in equal shares of
$2.000 each. pavable annually in amounts of $250.00 until the
{uli amownt had been paid. (7) Evidently the noble red man had
learned to suck eggs but had not vet learned how to hide the
shells. 5

One article of the treaty of 18351 had provided thai if the
Delawares desired it, the Diminished Reserve might be survey-
ed and assigned to each person er fanuly. (8) Bv 1860 the
Delawares had been persuaded that this was desirable: It is a
notable feature of most Indian treaties. that it is proclaimed that
the thing about to be dene is to be done because the Indian

4. Andreas. History of Kansas, pg. 1226,
5 TRevized Indian Treatles, pgs. 340-45. Tredty made May 6, 1854+
ratified by the Senate July 110 proclaimed July 17.

6. House Executive Documents, 33 Congress, 2nd Session, No. b

7 The five chiefs were—Captain Ketchem, Sarkoxey. Segondyne.
Neconhecond and Kock-ka-to-wha.

g, Artlele 11 of the Treaty.
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desires it. On May 3oth, 1860, a treaty was made at Sarcoxie-
ville, on the Delaware reservation, providing for the survey and
allotment of the Diminished Reserve. (9) Each member of
the Delaware tribe was to be assigned 8o acres of land, to
include in every case, as far as practicable, a reasonable portion
of timber. Provision was made for holding in common land
for some of the absentec Delawares, who might return. The
balance of the land was to be sold to, or rather the Leaven-
worth, Pawnee and Western Railway was to have the privilege
of buving, the rest of the land at $1.25 per acre, payment to
be made in gold or silver coin. (10) All this was to be done for
the benefit, and at the request of the Indian, who had never
seent a railroad, but who wanted one.

Something of the Delaware activities is shown Ly Article g
of the treaty which provided for six reservations as follows: 320
acres of ground where the mill, and the school house and
Ketchum’s store now stands: 320 acres where the Council House
now 1s; 160 acres where the Baptist Mission now is; 160 acres
where the Agency THouse now is; 40 acres where the
Methodist Episcopal Church South now is; and 40 acres where
the Methodist Tpiscopal Church North now is. These tracts
with the improvements, were to be cisposed of when the
objects for which they had heen reserved had been accomplish-
ed, in such manner and for such purpose as the Secretary of the
Interior should determine to be just and equitable for the benefit
of the Delawares,,

Article 6. of the treaty, provided that the United States
should indemnify the Delawares in the amount of $30.000 for
timber that had been cut off the reservation by the whites, and
$9.500 for ponies and cattle that had been stolen by the whites,
since the last {reaty.

The Chiefs again came in for their share of the spoils, John
Conner, principal chief, being given 640 acres of land and
Sar-cox-ie, Chief of the Turtle hand, Ne-con-he-con, Chief of
the Wolf hand, and Henry Tiblow interpreter, each receiving
320 acres of land.

A survey of the land, under this treaty, disclosed 223.066.78
acres. which would go to the Leavenworth. Pawnee and Western
at a price of $286,742.15. The promoters, hack of that project.
did not have the goll or silver coin in which payment was to
be made, and so on July 2, 1861 another treaty was made

9. Revised Indian Treaties, pgs. §45-350:
10. Artilele 2 of the Treaty.
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whereby the railroad company was to give a mortgage on’ the
land to secure the payment of the purchase price. (11). Thus
by a clever piece of high finance the railroad promoters got
possession of the Indians land without the expenditure of a
dime. K

By 1866 the time had come for the final push. Accordingly
a treaty was made on July d4th, (12) whereby the Secretary of
the Interior was authorized to sell all of the remaining part of
the reservation, except the mill reservation and the quarter
section upon which the Council House and blacksmith shop was
built, to the Missouri River Railroad Company, or to other
responsible parties, for a price of not less than $2.50 per acre.
(13) It will be noted that the price of Indian lanil had gone up
100% in five years. but the treaty was made, according to its
own terms, because the Delawares had expressed a wish to move
from their present reservation. In order that all future holders
of Delawares lands might have a Government title. all the
Delaware lands were deeded in trust to Alexander Caldwell;
who gave a deed to each Indian, holding an allotment under the
treaty of 1860. The lands remaining unsold and unoccupied
were then sold at $2.50 per acre to the railroad syndicate. (14)
According to the patent 92,598.33 acres were given to Caldwell
in Wyandotte County. (15)

Thus were the Delawares railroaded out of Kansas. J. G.
Pratt, the Government agent, transferred the tribe, during 1867
and 1868 to a new location in the Indian Territory., and with a
few exceptions. where there had been intermarriages with the
whites, none of the blood is left in Wvandotte county.

The Delawares numbered 1,000 when they came tn Kansas.
Acccording to J. G. Pratt they brought with them a knowledge
of agriculture, and many of them habits of industry. They
opened farms, built houses and cut out roads along the ridges
and divides. (16) McCoy who surveyed their lands in 1830
says of them: “The eastern part was tolerably well cultivated
by the Tndians. The United States erected grist and saw mills
for them, fenced and plowed 105 acres of land, erected a school
house and other buildings, and furnished them cattle. Their
farms and cabins were scattered along the military road which
led to Ft. Leavenworth and among the tribe were industrious,

11. Revised Indtan Treatfes, pge. 350-36E,

192: Thid. pes. 352-3R0.

1%, Article 2 of the Trant¥.

B e, Froandarts Couny. Book K. pg. WY
] ar o edh, ndetie w BB i
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intelligent men, who were glad to give up the chase for the
farm and the tomahawk for the plow; hut to the majority, who
subsisted chiefly by the chase, there was a greater charm in the
war or hunting party bound for the Western plains than any
the harvest field or the work shop could afford.”

The ten mile outlet strip gave the Delawares access to the
great plains where they were brought into contact with the
wild tribes of Central Kansas, who were as hostile to the short
haired Indians as they were to the whites. The losses from this
contact reduced the tribe to 800 and finally the Government
forbade their leaving the reservation. (17) It does not follow
that the Delawares always got the worst of these battles. In
1832 Chief Suwaunock led his warriors to the Pawnee village
on the Republican ' (now a state park) and destroyed it. The
next vear the two tribes made peace at Ft. Leavenworth. (18)

That the Delawares were in demand as scouts, guides and
Lrailers in the various expeditions across the plains is evidenced
by the frequent references to them and their work. (19) Fre-
mont had a party of 12 of them, under command of Isaac
Johnnycalee, in one of his exploring trips. (20) Having reach-
ed California, Fremont found it necessary to communicate
with Senator Benton in St. Louis, and Sagundal, one of his
Delaware guides, hecame his messenger, and crossed the plains
alone and delivered the message. ITe was pursued by the
Comanches. on one part of his trip, and narrowly escaped with
his life. He brought home swith him the scalp of the Comanche
chief, as a souvenir, and on his safe return the Delawares held
their last scalp dance. on the Edwin Tavlor farm north of
Edwardsville. (21)

During the civil war the Delawares enlisted in the Union
army. The statement is made that in 1862 there were 170
Delawares in the service. (22)

The principal men or ruling chiefs, among the Delawares,
during their 37 years stay in Kansas, as shown by their treaties
with the Government were: Ah-lah-a-chick, or James Conner;
Capt. John Conner, head chief in 1860; Kork-ke-to-wha, or
John Sarcoxie, chief of the Turtle band; Kock-kockquas, or
Captain I{etchum; Na-ko-mund or Captain Anderson; Ne-con-
he-con, chief of the Wolf band; Ne-she-pa-na-cumin, or

17. Ibid.

15. Connelley. History of Xansas, ng. 230, .

19. Xansas Historical Collections, Vol. VIIL pg. 190.

20, Morgan, History of Wyandotte County, pg. 44.

21. Connelley, History of Kanaas, pg. 231

13. Xansas Historieal Collections, Vel XIL PE. 131, Nete,
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Charles Journeycake; Andrew Miller, Pendoxey, or George
Biollet, Quar-cor-now-ha, or James Secondyne (sometinies
spelled Secondine or Secundine) Rock-a-to-wha, Chief of the
Turkey band, and Henry Tiblow, the interpreter. Na-ko-mund
had a village near where the town of Edwardsville now is and
Secondine had his village at the Grinter ferry or Delaware
crossing.

The Government built the Delawares a grist mill, a saw mill
and a school. The other activities of the Delawares, of which
more or less incomplete records have been preserved, were, the
Methodist Mission and the White Church, the Baptist Mission
of 1832 and the Pratt Mission of 1848. The Government Agency
building was built a little south and east of the present Stony
Point schoo! house. It still stands, (1934) the oldest building
in Wyandotte county, and probably the oldest structure in
Kansas.

Among the oustanding families among the Delawares was the
Journeycake (sometimes spelled Johnnycake) family. There
were two brothers, Isaac and Charles, both chiefs. (23) Isaac
was one of Fremont scouts. (24) He probably lived in the
neighhorhood of Linwood on the Union Pacific as this station
was first called Journeycake and afterwards changed to Stranger
and then Linwood. Charles Journevcake lived at the edge of the
timber where the prairie begins about fifteen miles west of
Wryandotte. His place was a station on the stage line between
Wyandotte and Leavenworth in 1858. (25) Early day maps
locate him just north of present Maywood. (26) He was born
December 16, 1817. He was converted while yeung and baptised
by Johnston Lykens of the Shawnee Baptist Mission in 1833.
His biographer says, “He was the first Delaware baptised in
the 1gth century and, except his mother, the only Christian of
his tribe.” Also, “it seems highly probable that Charles
Journeycake was the first person baptised in what is now the
State of Kansas.” Tle hegan preaching as a young man not only
in his own language, but in the dialect of several other tribes.
For many years he declined ordination, insisting that baptism be
cared for by the missionaries. In 1872, after the tribe had re
moved to the Indian Territory, he was ordained and became the

23. Ibid. pe. 190,

34, Morgan, Hilstory of Wyandotte County, pg. 44,

25, TIbid.

26, On August 18, 1877, Charles Journeycake. then a resldent of the
Indian Territery. sold 320 acres of land in Section 34. Town 10, Range 23,
Wyandotte County. Kansas. to Anderson L. Barker. See Book K. ng. 596,
Book 1, pg. 560-81 nnd Bookx 2, pg. 115, Reglster of Deeds, Wyandott2
County, Kansas.
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pastor of a church at Alluwe.” (27} In Octoher 1861, he was
elected a chief of the tribe. (28) In 1860 his daughter Nannie
married J. G. Pratts oldest son Lucjus. (29) After the death
of her husband Mrs. Pratt became the wife of a man named
Bartles, after whom Bartlesville, Oklahcma was named. At ~he
opening of the Baptist Seminary in Kansas City, Kansas, Mrs.
Bartles started a fund of $2,500 for the Library to bhe a
memorial to her father and the father of her first husband, the
Missionary and the Chief, to he known as the Pratt-Journeycake
Library.” (30)

Mrs. Bartles started this fund by deeding 80 acres of her
Delaware allotiment to the Baptists Seminary. The Seminary
sold the land thus starting the fund. (31)

The seat of Government fcr the Delaware Nation was the
Council House. It stood on the divide south and east of the
present Victory Junction on Highway 40, in the S.F. ¥ of the
S. W. 4 of Section 5. town IT, range 23, on Tand now (1934)
owned by F. J. Miller. The 320 acres surrounding it were
exempted from the treaty of 1854. By the treaty of 1866 the
fuarter section, on which the Council house and the blacksmith
shop were built, were exenipted. The bui Iding was burned down
soon after this date. Notwithstanding the treaty exemptions the
land went to the railroad. William Honreywell, born in 1861 the
son of a white father and a Delaware mother, now a resident
nf Kansas Citv, Kansas, remembers visiting the spot with his
father both before and after the fire. He also remembers that
Conrad Wensler was the hlacksmith. Oy February 4,.1934. the
writer, with Mr. Honeywell, and others. visited the site of this
old Council House. The sod had heen just broken up and the
upturned rock and brick and burned plaster plainly marked the
location of the old structure.

It was here in this Council house on the 18th dav of De-
cember, 1862, that the chiefs and counsellors of the Delaware
tribe of Indians adopted a code of laws for the government of
the nation. These laws are set out in full in the Extra Census
Bulletin entitled “The Five Civilized Tribes,” published in con-
nection with the 1890 census. They consist of ten articles, each
with numerous sections and are interesting as showing the
progress the Delawares had made toward a governnient of law.
They read:

27. The Indlan Chief b¥ Mitehell, pgs. 29-55.

28. Kansas Hiatorieal Collections, Vol. XII, pe. 190:

29. Inld. pg. 187

&, Students Life, 1526-27, pg. 14. )

3I. Reglster of Deeds. Wiynndotie County, Kansas. Book P, page 52%;
Book 662, vg. 91; Book 555, pgz. 582,
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DELAWARE DELEGATES TQ WASHINGTON, 1367
T Fames Ketchum. 2. James Connor, 3. John Connor. 4 Charies Jowrneycake. 5§ Isaac Journey-
cake. . John Sarcoxie. 8r. 7. John Young. 8. Chariie Armstrong. 9. Agent Pratt. 10. Henry Tihlow.
il. Black Beaver. 12. John MecDanniel. {Cherokee). This Dicture is reproduced from the Extra Census
Bulletin (18%0) of The Five Civilized Tribes in Indian Territory.
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LAWS OF THE DELAWARE NATION OF INDIANS.

The chiefs and. counsclors of the Delaware tribe of Indians convened
at the council house, on the reservation of said tribe, the eighleenth day
of Deceinber, A.ID. 1862, do hereby adobt the following laws. to be amended
as they think proper:

ARTICLE I

1. A national jail shall be built upon the public grounds uben which
the council house is now situated.

2. Any person who shall steal any horse. inule, ass or cattle of any
kind, shall he punished aa tfollows: for the flrst offense the property of
the oftender shall hé sold by the sheriff to pay the owner of the animnl
stolen the nrice of said animal and all codt8 he may sustain in conse-
quence of guch theft. But If the offender has no property, or {f his proh-
erty be Ingufficlent to pay for the anlmal stolen, s0 much of his annujty
sunil be retained 4s may be neceszary to pay the owner of said animal
as above directed. und no relative of =saiid offender shell be permitted to
assalst him in paying the penalties of said theft.

For the second offense the thief shall ke sent to Jail for thirty-five
duys, and shall pay all costs and damages the owner mmay austain on
aecount of said theft

For the third offensc the thief shall ke confined In jail three months.
and shall pay all cests and damaKkes as abov: provided.

E If nny person shall steal a hovrse bevond the limits of ths reserve
and bring It withln the limits thereof. it shall be lawful for the owner
1o pursuee and reclaim the same ubon Dresenting satisfactory proof of
ownership, and. if necessary. recelve the assistance of the officers of the
Delaware Nation. And it 1s further provided that such officlals as may
from time to time he clothed with power by the Unlted States agent may
pursue such offender—either withln or without the iimits of the reserve

1. Whoever shall ride any horse without the consent of the owner
thereof shall for the flrst offence pay the sum of ten dollars for each
day and night that he may keep such animal, and for (he second offence
shall be conflned In jail for a term eof twenty-one days, besides paving
a fine of ten dollars. "

5 Whoever shall reclaim and return any such animul to the rightful

owner, other Lhan the wrong doer, as in the last section mentloned., ghall
receive therefor the sum of two and fifty hundredths dollars.

fi. In all cases of theft the persen or persons convicted of such theft
shall he adjudged to pay all costs and damages resulting therefrom, and
In the case of the flnal loss of any animal stolen, then the offender shall
pay the Drice thereof in addition to the costs and damages as provided
in a previous scction.

7. Whoever shall Bieal any swine or sheep shall for the first offence
be fined the sum of fifteen dollars; ten dollars of whiech shali be paid to
ﬂt:e ()wl;e!‘ of the sheep or swine taken. and five dollars to the witness of
the theft.

For the gecaond offence the thief shall, in addition to the above penalty,
be confined in jail for twentyv-eight days.
. Awmd for the third offence, the thlef shall be confined four weeks in
jail, and then receive a trial and bear such punishment as may he ad-
Judged uvon such trial.

8. Whocver shall ateal a fowl of any description, shall for ihe
lirst _offence pay to the cwner of such anlmal the sum of five dollars.

For the second offence, in additlon to the above penalty, the thief
shall he confined in jail for twenty-one days.

The witness by whom such theft shall be proven, shall he entitled
lo receive such reasonable combensation as may he allowed te him. to be
paid by the offender.

1. A lawful fence shall be aight rails high, well sinked and ridered.
If uny anlmal shall break through or over a lawfu fence, as above de.
fined, and do any damage. the owner of the enclosure shall glve notice
thereof to the owner of such anlmal, without injury to the animal. The
owner of -anch animal shall therefore tuke care of the same and prevent
hls doing damage;’ hut should he neglect or refuse so to do. the animal
itself shall be sold to piy for the damages it may have done.

But if the premises be not enclosed hy a fawful fence us above de-
fined. the owner of the enclosure shall receive no damages; but should
he injure "any animal gettlng Into such enclosure, shall pay for any
damage he may da such animal.

10. IZvery owner of stock shall have his or her brand or mark put
on such stock, and a description of the brand or mark of every person.
iri the trihe shall be recorded by the nafional clerk
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ARTICLE IT

1. Whoever ghail maliciously set fire to a house shall, for the first
offence, pay te the owner of such house all damages whieh he may sus-
tain in consequence of such fire; and in addition thereto, for the second
orfence, shall be confined in jufl for a4 term of twenty-one days.

2. Should human life he sacrificed in econseguence of any h fire,
the perason setting fire wd_dforesaid zhall sufrer lde:uh by ll:azg?r;lgc.l )

4. 11 shall be unlawful for any person Lo set on fire 4y woopds or
prairie, except for the Lurpose of protecting property, and then only
a4l sueh times us shail permit he DETSONS so setting the fire to extinguish
the same.

4. Whoever shall viglate the provisions of the last Dhreceding sec-
tion, shall for the first offence, be fined the sum of tive dollurs, Blli.d pay
the full value of the properiy thereby destroyed; ror the second aof fence,
in addition to the penalty ahove described, the offender ghall be confined
in the juil for a term of thirty-five day¥s. and, for the third offence, the

same punishment, except for the confinement in Jail shall e for a perind
of three menths.

5. Any person living outside the reserve cutting hay upon the land
of one living on the reserve shall pay to the owner of such land Lhe s
of one dollar ner acre. or one.half of the hay so cut.
.G No person shall gell any wood on the reserve, except said wood
first cul and corded.

ARTICLE 111

1. Whoeveir shall find any lost articie shall Torthwith return the
same to the owner if he ecan be found, under the penally imposed for
steallng sueh article for a neglect of such duty.

Z. Whoever shall taye wny articie pr broperty without permission
of the owner, shall pay the price of the article so taken and receive such
Lianishment as the judge, in his diseretion, may impose.

ARTICLI; 1V.

1. Whoever shall take up uny animal on Lhe reserve as a stray, shall,
within one iweek, have the description of such animal recorded in the
stray book kept by the couneil,

2, f the owner of sald stray shall e¢laim the same within one year
from the day on whlch its describtion was recorded, he shall be entitled
to take it after duly proving his property, und paying at the rate of five
dollars.per month for the keeping of auch anlmal.

3. The title to rny stray duly recorded. and not claimed within one
Year from the date of such record, ghall rest abhsolutely In the person
tuking up and recording the same.

4. Whoever shall take ub & stray, and refuse or neglect to record a
description of the same as provided in sectlon one of this article, shall
be deemed {o have stolen such animal, If the same lie found In his [IOSRER-
sion, and shall suifer the pepalties inflicted for stealing like wnimals. The
stray shall also be taken from: him and remain at-the disposal of the coun-
cil, and a description of the same shall be recorded in the stray book.

ARTICLE V.

1. If a person commit murder in the first degree, he shall, upon eon-
viction, w=uffer the penalty of death. DBut if the evidence againsi him
shall be Insufficlent or if the kllling be done in seif-defence, the person
doing the killing shail Le released.

2. Whoever ahall, by vigclence. do bodlly harm to the person of an-
other, shall be arrested and suffer such punishment ug may on trial be
adjudged awainst hinm. and should death result from such hodily harm
done L0 the verson by another. the offender s8hall be arresied and suffer
such punishment as may be adjudged against him.

3. Whosoever shall wllfully slander an innocent parly shall be
punished for such slander at the discretion of the judge.

4. Whoever helng intoxicated or under the Influence of liquor shall
display at the house of a&nother, in & dankerous or threatening manner.
any deadly weapons, and refude to desist therefrom. being commanded
50 to do and but up such weapons, either by the owner of the house or
by any other person, shall for the first offence, he fined the sum of Jlve
dollars and pay all damages that may accrue; for the second offence.
shall be confined in Jall for thirty.five days. be fined twenty dollars, and
pay all damages as aforesald.

5. Offlcers shall be aDhpointed to appralse all damages occurring
under the last preceding -section, who shall hear all thé evidence and
render judgment according to the law apd the evidence.
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8. Whoever shall, being under i{he influence or ligquor, atiend public
worship, or any other public meeting, shall £fivst be commanded Pewcewbly
to depart, and if ne refuse, it shall be the dut of (be sheriff to arrest
and confine such person until he become sober, and the offender shull
pay a fline of five dollars,

7. It shull be the duty of ithe sherilf to uttend all meetings for
publie worship.

8. No mcmber of the Delaware Nation shall be held liable for any
debts contracted 1n the purchase ot inteoxicaling liquors.

9. The United States agent and Lhe chiefs shall have power to glant
license to bring merchandise to the National! Payment for sale. 10 so
many traders 4s they may think proper tor the benefit of the nation.

10. It shall be unlawful for any person Lo bring any kind of drimks,
except coffee, on or near the payment ground; and any person who shall
uffend against this gection sball orfeit his drinkables and his right to
remain on the payment ground.

1. It shall be unlawful for any person to bring within the reserve
more than ong pint of spirituous liduors ui any one time. IFor the first
offence against this seclion the offender shall forfeit his liquors and pay
a fine of five dollars; for the second offence he shall forfeit his liguors
and pay 4 fipe of ten dollars; and Lor the ithird offence, he shall forfeit
his hyguors and be fined the sum pr twent¥-five dollars.

12. Any berson who shail find another in possession of more than
one pint of livuor at one time upon the reserve may lawfully spill and
destroy the same, and shall pse such force us may be necessary rfor that
purpose. Should the owner resigi and endeavur (o commit bodily harm
ubun the person engafed in sPilling or deslroying said liquor, he shall
be taken 1nte custody by the sheriff, and be punished as an offender
aguainst the law.

13. The sheriff may lawfully compel any man, or number of men,
ministers of the gospel excepted, to assist in capturing any person who
shull violate these laws.

14. Whoeever shall offer resistance to any capture or arrest for vio-
lating oauy of the provisions of thesze laws, shall be punished for the
original offén¢e for which he was arrested, but also for resisting an
officer.

ARTICTE VI

1. All business ufrfecting the general interest of the nation shali be
transaeted by the council in regulur session.

2. All personal acts of chiefs. ¢ounsellors, or private individuals in
such maiters a8 affeci the Beneral inlerest of the nation, shall be con-
sidered null and void.

3. Whoever shall violate the lasi preceding section, by undertaking
in private capacity and manner to transact business, shall be imprisoned
in the national Jail for u period 0f not less thun 8iX months nor more
than one year, and shall forieil his place in office Or position in the
nation, which place or position shall be filled by the apPointment of other
suitable persouns.

4. Counsellors shail he appointed who shall take an ocath faithfully
to perform duties to' (he nation, and {or theé neglect.of such.duty oihers
shall be appointed to fill thelr vlaces.

5. Shonld a c¢ounsellor go on a journey, so that it is impossible for
him to attend the meetinEs of the councll regularly,. he may appoint P
subslituie who shall act for him in his absence.

6. Certain days shall be set aparti for council and court days.

7. 'The chiefs and counsellors shall appoint three sheriffs, at o salary
o{ one hundred and fift¥ doliars per ahnum each; one clerk, at one hun-
dred dollars per annum, and one jaller at a salary of one hundred dollars
per annum, whose salaries shall be due and payable half—yearly and in
case @ither of the above officers shall neglect or refuse to perform any
of the duifes of hls office he shall forfeit his salary, and his office shall
e declared vacant and another shall be appointed to fill the office.

8. The chiefs and counsellors shall semi- annually, in April and
October, make an appropriation for natlonal expenses, which aPpropria-
tion shall be taken from the itrust fund, or any other due the Delawares
and paid into the treasury.

9. There shall be a treasurer appointed annually on the first day of
April, whose duty it shall be to receive and disburse all monies to be used
for naxlional purposes hut the treasurer shall pay oul mene¥ only on the
order of the chiefs and counsellors, and for his services he shuall be paid
five per cent on the amount disbursed.
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ARTICLE VII.

1. 1L shall be lawful for any person before,his or her death to make
4 will and thereoy wispuse of Lits or ner broperty us he ur 8he may desire.

4 M oa man die leaving no will te 8how the dlsposal of his DProperty,
and ieave a widow and tmilarenl, one-Iourih orf gl s bruperly snall be
wel uslde fur the puymenu of 115 uwebls. sShould the properuy svt ouside be
suricient o pay wil s aebls n julil, 1L soall be divideu away wmoug
his greditors pro ralsd, woalch pro tatd paymedl snull be recelved vy h:s
credilors In full SauUsSIACLION VL ull claims anu demands whuatever,

3. 1f the Properiy s0 sei{ apari for the payment of debt is more Lthan
sufflcicnl o pay all uebts, the rewnubder shali be equaily divided Alnony
tne untlldren,

1. The widow shall be entitled tg one-third of the property nol set
4sidu for the payment of debls, and the remainder shall be equally divided
apony the chilare:n.

8. If u man die leaving ne widow and children his debts shall first
by paid vut vf the proceeds of his bersondl property, und the remainder,
1L any, with Lhe resl estal® shall Le Blven to the neurest reiative,

L. Whoever shall 1ake or receive any portion of the property belons-
ing w the widows and orphans shall be punmished as it he hud slolenl the
properLy.

7. The couneil shall appoint guardians ror orphat: children when
they decm it expedient so to qo. i

ARTICLE viIif

1. If a white inan marry a member of the nation, and accumulate
Properiy by such marriage, zaid broberty shail belong to his wife und
children, por shall e be alowed to Temove any porucd of such property
beyond the limiws of the reserve.

2. Should such white man die in. the nation, having no children, sll
his property shall Lelong te his wife after paying hig debts.

4. Should sueh white man lose his wile and h&ave no children, one
half uf Nts persontal properly shal belong te him. and the other half shall
belung to his wife's nesrest relutives.

4. Should such white man be expelled from the ieserve, wnd the
wife chuose Lo rollow Jer. busband, she shuail torfeil all her right and
inlerest in the reserve.

ARTICLE IX,
1. No member of- the nation shail lease any ground to persons not
members of the natien.

2. Should a whhe_ man seek emlloyment from any meniber of the
nulion he shall rirst give his name to the United States sgent, and fur-
nish him with a certificate of gouod morul character, and i8¢ & sLutement
ol the time Ior ‘which he is employed and the nulig of s employer,

3. The embloyer shall pay all hired help according to the agreement.
Any person or persons violutlng any of the provisions of these laws on
the reserve shall be punished as therein provided.

4. All white men on the reserve disregarding these laws shall also
Le expelled [rom the reserve,

ARTICLE X,

1. ‘Whoever shall forcibly compel any womanm to commit adultery.
or who sha!l commit rapé upen a woman, shall for the flrst offence bo
fined ihe sum of fifty dollars and he lmprisoned in jail far thirty-five
diys. lor the second offence he shall be fined one hundred dollars and

be confined threc months in the national jail. and for the third offence
he shall be punished as the court shall se@ proper.

About a quarter of a mile to the southwest of the Council
House one of the tribal cemcteries was located. Old settiers re-
call that many burials were made in this plot but the grass now
covers the place and the only grave that can now be located is
that of Ne-Con-He-Con, one of the tribal chiefs. He was buried
in a metalic coffin. Twice vandals opened the grave and broke
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into the coffin, doubtless stimulated by the stories of buried
treasure. Marble head and foot stones mark the spct. The head

THE GRAVE OF NE-CON-HE-CON.

Photo taken by E. F. Heisler after vandals had removed the coffin
reém the grave
stone has been broken but the inscription can still be deciphered.
It reads:
In memory of
Capt. Ne-Con-He-Con
Born, Janunary, 18009
Died, May, 1863

Was elected Chief of the Delaware Tribe of Indians, Oct. 1853
He was a true friend to his people and to the U. S. Governiment

An honest upright man



HISTORIC SPOTS NUMBER EIGHT

PLACIE One Mile Southwest of Turner.
TIMIE: The Year 1830.
EVENTS: I The Cradle of Civilization,
II - The First Shawnee Mission.
IIT The Beginning of Methodism in Kansas.

It became the fixed policy of the Government, during the
administraticn of President James Monrce, to extinguish the
Indian itles to the lands east of the Mississippi River and to
remeve the several tribes from these lands to new reservations
m the west. The country west of the boundary of Missouri was
uninhabited, except by wandering tribes, and by treaties with
these tribes their rights were extinguished. On November s
1825 a treaty was made with the Shawnees whereby they were

s
B b b

R

THI; FIRST SHAWNLEE MISSION.

Fuilding srected in 1830 by Thomas Johnson. Irom a drawing madé
by C. P. Bolman, from a deseription furnished by W. H. Chick of Kansag
Clty. Mo.

given a reservation on the south side of the Kansas River, and
the migration to the new Caanan was hegun. (1). By the year
1830 most of the scattered bands of the Shawnees had been
brought to the new home. (2). Similar treaties were made
with other tribes and these tribes hecame known as the

1. Revised Indian Treatles.
2. Kansas Historical Collections, Vol. X. pg. 186
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REVEREND THOMAS JOHNSON

Founder of the first Shawnee Mission near Turner. Builder of theé
Shawnee Manual Labor School. Delsgate to Congress from the Provisional
Government. IPresident .of the first Territorial Council of Kansas.
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“Emigrant Tribes” to distinguish them from the Plains
Indians, who were first in the territory.

The first cffort to establish a Christian mission among the
“LEmigrant tribes,” as far as the record shows, belongs to Isaac
McCoy. He was a Baptist minister who hegan missionary work
among the Indians, in Indiana, in 1817, He had an idea that
if the Indiaus were removed jrom the vicinity of the white
seftlements greater progress might be made in elevating them.
He took this idea to \Naqhmgton with him, in 1824, w herc it was

L et
e
.

THE TURNER MONUMENT.

Bishop Hendrix, or the M. E. Church, South. dedieating marker on
site of first localion of the Mission, at Turner. Kan. Bishop Hendrix is in
the aet of pressing agalinst the tablet the seal of John Wesley., (Courtesy
of Kansas State Historieal Soclety.)

received with favor by the officials as it furnished a plausible
excuse for doing what had alrecady been determined upon. (3)

In 1830 Mr. McCoy was appointed as one of the Com-
missioners to look the territory ( now Kansas) over with a
view of finding suitable locations for such tribes as had not yet
been provided for. On his return trip he came to the Shawnee
settlements on the Missourt state line. (4) Here he met the
Prophet, and upwards of twenty Shawnees, in Council, and
interviewed them on the subject of establishing a mission
among them. The Council desired time to reflect upon the pro-
posal. Others wanted the establishment of a school and to them
Mr. McCoy promised that on his return he would begin im-

2, Ibid, vol. VIIL pg, 7%
4. Inid. i
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The next move came frem Mr. George Vashon, the Shawnee
Indian Agent. In July 1830, he wrote to the Rev. Jesse Green,
Presiding Elder of the Missouri Methodist District, that the
Shawnees were asking for missionaries. (6} On September 16,
1830. the Misscuri Conference met at St. Louis and it was
decided to answer the call from the Shawnees. A Missionary
Sogciety was formed and the Rev. Thomas Johnson was selected
for the work. He married and he and his bride started for the
Indian country on their honeymoon. They selected a site in the
big timber, near the Cyprian Chouteau trading post, and hegan

THIE TURNER I\"IONU;\I[ENT.

Group at the dedicution of the Turner Monument. (Courtesy of Kan.
sas State Historical Society.} '
the crection ¢f a building: which was to serve both as a home
and a school. That the Johnsons lost no time in getting to their
new field of work is evidenced by the fact that they were on the
work on the 22nd of November, 1830. It was on that date that
Isaac McCoy returned and he wrote in his diary that he found
that during his absence Rev. Thomas Johnson had visited the
Shawnees and an agreement had been made to establish a school
with the [Fish party. McCoy adds—“Tn this matter T felt a dis-
appointment which 1 could not remedy; but I was resolved to
carry out the design of establishing a mission.” (7). 33

The mission building is thus described by the Rev. Joab
Spencer :— (8),

. Inid. pg. 160,
7. MeCoys History nf Baptist Indian Missions,
8. Annals of Kansas City, pg. 446.
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“The first location was near the present town of Turner, about
seven miles west of Kansas City, Mo. He immediately . hegan
the erection of a double two-story log building. The house con-
sisted of two rooms, distant from each other ahout fifteen feet:
the space hetween the rooms being used as a hall. The west room
was used as a school room and chapel, the east one as a general
reception and family living room. The second story was divided
into living and sleeping rooms for the employees and guests.
Just when this house was ready for gccupancy, we cannot ascer-
tain, but probably not later than the spring of 1831.”

MRS, BTINSON,

Indian woman whe attended the first Shawnee Mission when a child,
Was present at the dediecation of the moenument.

The place was known as the Shawnce Methodist Mission. It
was successful from the start and the work was continued in
this building for nine years. In 1838, the Methodist Confer-
eiice, which met at Booneville, decided to build a manual train-

ing school. (9) The new school was located on the prairie in
Johnson county just a little west of the Missouri state line. This

9, Kansas Hiatorleal Collections. Vol IX, pz. 174
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was ready for occupancy in October, 1838 and the Johnsons
moved to the new location. (10)

The old building disappeared and for fifty years the place
was forgotten. Then Mr. E. F. Heisler, of the Kansas City
Kansas Sun, rescued it from oblivion. Through his efforts the
old site was re-located, and a granite marker five feet high and
three feet wide, was erected by the Methodist Episcopal church,
and dedicated with appropriate ceremonies on June 26, 1917.
(11) A bronze tablet, ten by eighteen inches, was inserted on the
north face of the monument, bearing this inscription :—

“This monument marks the site of the first mission
house erected for the benefit of the Shawnee Indians by
Reverend Thomas Jolmson of the Methodist Episcopal
church in 1830. The mission was removed to the site
southwest of \Westport, Missouri in 1839. Methodism in
IKansas Dhegan on this spot. Frected by the Kansas
Methodist Historical Society in 1916.”

The monument stands about three quarters of a mile south-
east of the town of Turner. The land is owned (1934) by Mr.
Charles Partonnar, and is described as the N. E. Y of the S.W.
¥ of section 24, town 11, range 24. Since the monument was
erected the land has heen planted to a peach orchard. This hides
the monument completely from view. Some day, as Kansas City
continues to grow, this tract will no doubt be platted and be-
come a part of Kansas City, then this spot will no doubt be-
come a part of the park system of the city.

10. Ibid
1x. Thid, vol. XIV, pg. 197
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PLACE:  The Kansas River Just West of Muncie,
TIME: January, 1831
EVENTS: 1 The Grinter Ferry.
II  The First Permanent White Settler.,
III The First Kansas Post Oftice.

On May 8, 1827, Colonel Heunry Leavenworth located
Cantonmeit Leavenworth on the present reservation of Fort
Leavenworth. It was intended for and af once hecame, the
western depot for Government supplies. These supplies came up
the river in boats and from this point were distributed, where
needed, to the surrounding territory west and south. Military
expeditions to the west and south also started from this point.
Recognizing the need of a ferry across the Kansas river the
Government sent a young man. named Moses Grinter, with
instructions to open and operate such a ferry. (1) He arrived
in January 1831 (2) and built a rope ferry (3) across the river
at approximately the northwest corner of Section 28, Town 171,
Range 23, Wyandotte county, Kansas. The charges for the
ferry service was g0 cents for a passenger and two dollars for
a wagon. (4). :

Mr. Grinter made his home in the adjoining section on the
North, 21-11-23. where he built a log house. In 1836 he married
Anna Marshall, a Delaware woman, (5) and raised a family of
ten children. In 1859 he built a substantial brick house about a
quarter of a mile north of the ferry. (6) and here he died on
June 14, 1878 (%) in the house overlooking the ferry he had
established 47 years before. By comimon consent he is awarded

1. “NMoses Grinter went to Kansas in 1828. He zerved a short time
in the regular army at Ft. Leavenworth, then was appointed to operate
a ferry boat aeross the Kaw river.” Kansas City Times. Sept. 26, Anq2.

2, “He was sent from his home in Beardstown, Ky.. by the United
States Government to locate a ferry across the Knnsas river. He arrived
at Secundine. on the Kansas river. ahout nine miles weat of the Missouri
line in Januvary, 18%1." Morgan, History of Wyandotte County, pg. £5.

I Wm. H. Coffin in writing of 1855, says: “Making our way hy gz
stralght Indian trall, thirty mlles {0 the Delaware Crosslng of the Kansas
river, an a rope ferry, we were within a few milles of the Friend's mis-
sion." Kansas Hiatorleal Collections, Vol. VII. pg. 327

4. Under date of Dec. 11, 1836, Mary Walten Blanchard, wife of Tra
D. Blanchard. in eharge of the Delaware Baptist misslon. wrote: “We are
16 miles from Shawnee and the Kaw is one-fourth mile wide between us
and the feriage for a single person 50 cents and for a wagon 2 dJdellars.”
Tkis letter In the Pratt collection at the State Histarleal Soeinty,

. 5. Goodspeed, Wyvandotte County and Kansag Clty, pg, 623.

6. Kansas Clty Sun,

1. Goodspeed, Wyandotte County and Kansas City, pE. 169,
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THTI GRINTER FERRY:

Upper view. the brick residence buill in 1358 by Moses Grinter, the
first permanent seltler in Wyandelte county, as it stands today, over-
looking Lhe site of ithe old Grinter Ferry.

Center, leff 1o right, Moses Grinter. Anna Marshall Grinter, Mrs.

Henry €. Kirby, their daughter and last surcvivor of a family of ten
children.

Lower, the Grinter Chapel and cemetery where niany pf the clan are
buried. {Courtesy of the Wansas City Kausan.)
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the distinction of being the first permanent white settler “n
Wyandotte county.

Up to the vear 1842 the ferry was reached from both the
north and the south by Tndian trails but in that year the
Governnient [aid out and established a military road from
Cantonment Leavenworth on the north across the Kansas river
at Grinter’s ferry and on to Fort Scott and the Government
posts beyond. (8) Grinter's ferry is often spoken of as being on
the military road between Leavenworth and Fort Scott. True it
was, but the ferry was there eleven vears before the road was
surveved. (g)

The entry to the ferry from the north is now known as
DeFries road. To reach the site of the old ferry follow highway
32 about a mile beyond Muncie to its junction with the DeFries
road. The ferry site is just below the junction of these two
roads. Up the hill about a quarter of a mile and on the west
side of the DeFries road is the old Grinter rick home. The
writer sat one day on the porch of the Grinter home with Mrs.
H. C. Kirby, last surviving member of the Grinter family, and
heard her locate the ferry site. “The landing was right down
there,” she said, pointing to the right of the intersection of the
Delries road with highway 32. The blacksmith shop and the
stores were on this side of the ravine. On the other side of the
ravine was the Indian village of Secondine.”

Frequent references. are found to this ferry in the early day
records and the correspondence of individual travelers. It is
generally spoken of as the Grinter ferry (10) hut sometimes as
the Delaware Crossing, the Delaware Agency Crossing, or
Secondine or the Militarv Ferry. (11) These names are all
descriptive of the same spot.

In 1864 the Union Pacific established a station at Secondine.
When a later survey was made and the road bed was moved
down nearer the river, Secondine was nbandoned‘_g?(]r_ ihe
station of Muncie was established approximately a mile further
east. ’ snt vhrolM oage!

When the lands seld: by the: Delawatres rtol the: Wialidatted

8. "The road as surveyed, started from, Fort. Leavenworth, croBsed
Five Mile creck mouth of the forl. then on soulh and east Lo thelKaw, or
Kamsad tiverp:at whut ' wus “ealled ~Grihters 2Ferny:'nFromthere itirun
through “Shawnee jMission-douth to-Little--Santa Fe, ete" The sWitypof
Ft. Scotts pg-4ly! woperr o o == Sl anr al lnartotmi zldgt avad |

B ""A: dommission+ under- ol S +WsKearney and CapticN. Booneq it
Dragoons U.-B. ~ATmy, ~weTe -sent” out from ‘Waahingtonytailogatesthis
Waahingion by Chatios Dimmesic ZoveTRmeNt i e yaenere O Sentofo

1
of fou:Scots.:-p.g:- % E1refl odi Yo stonefl 3

I 10 to
10. Kansas Historlcal Collptions, MelnI¥, paadh Db k
{0 = Syrene Histanisar, Colkmts aithiys wbiret® molrselm

Ay e m T e ey 1 ¥
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were surveyed in 1844 the east line of the diminished Delaware
reservation fell just a short distance east of the Grinter ferry,

leaving the ferry and the village of Secondine in Delaware
territory,

Speaking of the population of Kansas in 1854. Andreas, page
82 says, “Delaware Post Office, ten miles above the mouth of the
Kansas river, where were three trading posts, a blacksmith shop,
etc.. with 2 white population not to exceed a dozen.”

In an article appearing in the New York Tribune, June 2R,
1854 this spot is described as follows (12)

“Delaware—a post office, is on the Kansas river, ten
miles from its nouth: it contains two or three trading
posts, a blacksmith shop, ctc. . The post office was established
in 1849, James Findley heing appointed postmaster. and he
still holdls the office. The Kansas is here some two hundred
yards wide over which is a ferry.”

In the Kansas Historical Collections is an article on Kansas
postal history by E. J. Dallas, (z 3) which says:

“Delaware, established Tebruarv ro. 1835, James
Findley, Postinaster. Name changed to Secondine, Febru-
ary Ist, 1856. Abolished 1859.”

I do not know how to reconcile these two statements. Either
date would make this the first post office in Kansas outside of &
military post. James Findley, who is named in both articles as
the postmaster, was an Indian trader and kept a varietv store,
He was one of the delegates who helped form the Provisional
Government in 1834. (14) In 1858 he was a resident of West-
port but came hack to help his old neighhors hold the election

on January 4th 7 that vear and acted as one of the clerks but
did not vote. (15)

Isaac Mundy, the biacksmith. als~ can-e fr-m (e Delaware
Crossing as a delegate-to the ccnvention which tmads tha Pro-

12. Ibid. Vol. I and II. pg- 260,
13. Thid. pg. 253.

14. “James Findlay wax an Ird'=m ™ead-n ¢ 153 Ve 0 ligped pe
the Delaware Crossing. He traded w'''s ‘hoa Piebeicnpeg wpd gha o° A LEEY
I have this Informatfor. from man®= = =+em= a 1 Teljqn Lo pras 1o “Tan

ritory and from John G. Pratt. Tip=ee™" ©app «- a-a-. Temmn B Vay lived
at the Military Ferry., He was n= Tagdie= Meidor T0n Loy a varioty
store and traded with the Delawares.”™ Drovisionu! Government, e 34,
note 3. y

15. Report of the Board of Trr-~iev'omers por the laves !zotlon of
Elgction Fraudas, apbeinted January 13, 1858,
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visional Government. (16} He was also one of the Judges at
the election on January 4, 1858 and in his testimony before
the Legislative Investigating Committee testificd that he had
resided at Delaware Crossing about thirteen years. (17) Ile is
buried in the cemetery at White Church,

Wyandotte county was singularly free of the border troubles:
that mfested the newly organized Nansas Territory. They raged
to the west and the south but do not seer to have dipped down
between the forks of the two rivers. But once does Wyandotte
figure in these hectic events and then the fault was not with
Wyandotte. Delaware Crossing was a voting precinct at the
election held January 4, 1858 for state officers under the Le-
cempton constitution. A board of commissioners was appointed

after this electicn to jiny estigate election frauds. In its report
the board said of this precinct, page 14:

“This precinct is in the Delawire Indian Reserve. The
elections arc held at the crossing of the Kansas river by
the Leavenworth and Westport  road. The precinet is
commonly knewn as Delaware Crossing, James C. Grinter,
Isaac Mundy and Theodore IY. Garrett were the judges and
James Tindley of \Vestport and William \Viison the
clerks. Forty three votes were polied. The ballots were not
counted, but were said by Garrett to be all Democratic.
The names of the voters were written on three pages of
cap paper and a certilicate stating that al] the votes were
Democratic at the bottom of the last page signed by
all the judges and clerks. The officers of election put this
certilicated list into the ballot hox with the ballots. The lid
of the hox (which had ])CG'L used as a money box at the
Agency) was fastened on wi. screws.” (18)

16. "Isasc Mund¥ was a Macksmith
the Delaware Crossing. This was a poin
Fort Leavenworth tg Fort Scott crossed t
marked on one of i1he old maps of the W otte Purehase although it
was on Delaware Jand. Russell Garreft say I _remember Isaae Mundy
well. He was a blacksmith for the Delawaress He had a ahop and lived
at what waas ealled at that time the Military Ferry. He lived at Westport

before he was appointed blacksmith for the Delaware Tndians.” Pro-
visional Governmment, pg. 34, note

op- the Delawm-es and lived at
Wwliere the Military Road from
{ansas river. His house is

17. T reside at Delaware Crossing, Kansas Territory; was there at the
clection an the 4th of January, 1858: have resided there about thirteen
years; was one of the judmes of the election there on _the ith of January
for the clection of state officers and members of the Legislature” Testi.
mony of Isane Mundy, Jan. 24. 1858. Page 00 of Committees Report

18. Repori of the Roard of Commissioners for the Investigation of
Election Frauds, appointed 18th of January, 1858.
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‘The returns were then given to John D. Henderson (19), a
special mail agent for delivery to J. Calhoun, the President of the
Lecompton Convention. When the returns were counted some
days later it was found that the vote from the Delaware Cross-
mg had jumped to 379 which would elect all the Democratic
candidates to the Legislature from Leavenworth county. In the
Legislative investigation which followed both James C. Grinter
(20) and Isaac Mundy (21) testified that but 43 votes were
cast at the election. The committee at first could not find the
returns but they received a grape vine message that they were
hidden under a wood pile in Lecompton. A search warrant was
sworn out and the returns frem Delaware Crossing, together
with other fraudulent ones, were found in a candle hox under
the wood pile. Both Grinter and Mundy again appeared before
the board and testified that but 43 votes had been cast at the
election and that the purported returns found in the candle
box were spurious. (22) In its findings the board said -

“The returns from Delaware Agency precinct were
honestly made out by the officers of the election, and
subsequently three hundred and thirty six names were
forged upon them, by or with the knowledge of John D.
Henderson; and that John Calhoun was parlicpes criminis,
after the fact.” (23)

1§, “J. T. Henderson, late editor of thc Leavenworth Journal, had been
Secretary of the convention forming the I.ecompton constitution. Now
he was charged with tamberlng the returns from Delaware Crassing.”
Richurdson, Beyond the Misalssippi, pg. 102 "Delaware Crossing, In
Leavenworth county, was a famous point in those days and Jack Hender-
son # notorious character. Kansas Historical Collections, Vol X, pe. 172,
note. “Henderson, one of his {(Calhoun’s) tools, who hnd recently got an
appointment from Buchanan ohtained the returns from Delaware Cross-
ing fromm the judges of election there. avowedly to bring them
lo Calhoun, and changed the returns.” Kansas Historieal Collections,
Vol. X, pe. 198, note 3

20. Report of the Toard of Commissioners for the Investigation of
Election Frauds, pg. £9.

21. Iwid, pg. 90.

22. Ibid, pegs. 108-1114,

23. Ibid, pg. 21.
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PLACE: Stony Point School House Site.
TIMI: The Year 1831.
EVENT:—The Delaware Methodist Mission.

The Methodist Episcopal Church was the first to establish
missions among the emigrant Indian tribes in Kansas. The first
mission was established in 1830 among the Shawnees on the
scuth side of the Kansas river near the present site of Turner.
Very soon afterwards another mission was established cn the
north side of the river among the Delawares. According to the
Register of Indian Affairs, published by Isaac McCoy in 1835,
this mission was begun in 1831. (1) Methodist missionaries in
the Indian country at this time were the Jolnson Drothers,
Thomas and William, whose assignment for the year 1831 was
to the Kansas missions. (2} Some accounts credif the beginning
of the Delaware mission to Thomas and others to William, but
bcth names are carried in the list of “Apostles” on the memorial
window of the “White Church,” the church which grew out of
this missionary work and which stands today as the sole st
vivor of missionary work among the Delawares.

In 1832 the Indian Missionary district was created and
William Johnson and Thomas Markham were appointed to the
Delaware mission and school. (3) In 1833, 34 and 35 Edward
T. Peery was apointed to the Delaware mission and school. In
1836 he was again appointed but this time the appointiment ran
to the Delaware mission and no where again is there any
mention made of the school, the appointments ruaning to the
Delaware mission as long as the tribe remained in the territory.

(4)

The first report of the school appears in 1833 with the terse
statement that the school enrollment was five whites and twenty
seven Indians. The 1834 report was that the Delaware school
had twenty four native children who were learning well. (5)

In 1834 the Rev. John Dunbar came to Kansas as a Preshy-
terian missionary and for a time staid at Cantonment Leaven-
worth. While waiting for a location he visited sonie of the other
missionaries in the territory. e kept a journal, which has been

Annual Register of Indian Affairs. 1835, Vol. 1, No. 1.
Keansas Historical Coliections, Vol IX, pg. 226,

Ihid, pa. 226.

Thid.

1bid, pe. 203,

U!:I—U:NH
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published by the Kansas Historical Socicty., (6) Under the date
of June 14, 1834, he records that he had visited the several
Methodist missions among the Kickapoos, Delawares and
Shawnees and that the Delaware mission was 23 miles below on
the Kansas. (7) On July 3rd he says—*Walked down to the
Delaware mision 23 miles distant. On our arrival we introduced
ourselves to the Methodist brother, a misionary at this station.
tHe had commenced his work with the Delawares five or six
months previous to our visit. e has a school of about 20
scholars. A church has been gathered among these people by the
missionaries at the Baptist mission house among the Shawnecs.
Among those whom he records as present at this meeting was,
“Pecry of Delaware mission. Methodist.” (9)

With Rev. Dunbar on his visit of July 3rd went another
Preshyterian missionary, Rev. Samuel Allis.” Of this visit he
says :—(10) “July 3d. I left with Brother Dunbar to visit the
Delawares or their missionary arrived at 4 pn. Distance 22im
stopt at the house of Mr. Perd (Peery) Methodist missionary.
The Delawares number about 1000 souls, have also a Govern-
ment teacher and Dblacksmith who are pious nien, there are
40 church members.”

In the office of the State Auditor at Topeka, there is a plat of
the survey of the Delaware diminished reserve. This plat locates
mission buildings on section 3, township 171, range 23 These
buildings are supposed to have been those of the Delaware
nission  established by the Methodist Episcopal church. (11)
This location is about two miles west of White Chiurch and ap-
proximately the distance from Ft. Leavenworth that Rev.
Dumbar and Rev. Allis found it when they footed it down from
the Cantomuent on the 3rd of Jaly, 1834. This map and testi-
mony fix pretty definitelv the site of the original mission build-
ing. y
At the 1837 Methodist conference L. B. Stateler was ap-
pointed to the Delaware mission, and reappointed at the 1838
and 1839 sessions. (12) He arrived at the mission on October
9, 1837 and not being satisfied with the location selected a new
site and proceeded to build new buildings. The story is told by
his biographer as follows: (13)

6. Ihid, veol. XIV, pg. 570,

7. 1Ibid. pg. 576.

8. Ibid, pg. 587.

9. Ibid. pg. 58Y.

10. Ibid, pg. 693,

11. Ibid, Vel IX, pg. 574.

12. Ihid, pgs, 226-287,

3. Life of Stateler, pgs. B§-87.
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“The location of the Delaware mission was first made at
a place where there was a fountain of water and the soi]
was good, with a view of making the school as ncarly self
suporting as possible. Dut it was net central, and after con-
sultation it was decided to erect another building n a more
central locality.”

“The muissionary led the way, and, attended by a number
of the leading Christian men. went into the woods, felled

A PTONEER CABIN.
Typieal af the €rly diy homes built in Wyandotlg codnly:

the trees, scored and hewed them, and with their owr hands
huiit a comiortable house.”

“After the new house was completed, at a later date, a
large shed was made on one side which was used at the time
of the camp meetings, which were held there annually for
many years and which resuited in  great good to the
Indian.”

The new location was on the E14 of the NW of section zo,
town 11, vange 24, Wyandotte countv, and a short distance
southwest of the present Stony Point School house. (14) So
far as is now known only one scholar who attended the old
nussion school has left behind any story comnected with it. Mrys,
Melinda Wilcoxen was one of the last survivors of the

¢

14, Plat of Delawars survey.
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Delawares in Wyandotte county. She was born in 1830, was a
grand niece of Chief Ketchum, married a white man and stayed
with her husband’s family when the tribe moved away. She died
in January, 1911. A little more than a year before her death she
said in an interview—"\When I was about ten years old the
government agents started me in school where Stony Point now
is. Father Stateler was the teacher.” (15)

After the bhuilding of the Shawuiee Manual Training School
the Methodists endeavored to concentrate their school aclivities
at that place. In 1844 an agreement was made with the Dela-
wares that for a period of ten years they would devote all of
their school fund for the education of their children at the
manual training school. (16) In educational matters the Dela-
wares did not make as commendable progress as some of the
cther tribes and their indifference in sending their chiidren to
the manual training school, was a great disappointment to the
Superintendent, Rev. Thomas Johnson.

15. Morgan, History of Wyandotte County, pg. 45.
16. Kansus Historical Collectfons. Vol IX, pg. 204



HISTORIC SPOTS NUMBER ELEVEN

PLACIL: 2oth Street, Kansas City, Kans., Extended.
TIME: The Year 1831,
BYEE TS I The Shawnee Baptist Mission.
II The TFirst Printing Press in Kansas.
IIT The First Newspaper in Kansas

If Twentieth street in Kansas City, Kansas, were extended
a couple of blocks across the county line into Johnson county, it
would reach approximately the site of the old Shawnee Baptist
Mission, established in 1831, by Johnston Lykins. Tt was in
1825 that the United States made a treaty with the Shawnees
giving them a strip of country, on the scuth side of the Kansas
River, twenty five miles wide and one hundred and twenty miles
long, containing approximately 1,600,000 acres of land. (1)
During the next half dozen years, or so, the scattered hands of
the Shawnees were gathered on this reservation, settling mainly
on just the northeast corner of the reservation near the Kansas
and Missouri rivers, their most popular settlements being in
what is now Shawnee Township. Wyandotte County. (2)

How the Baptists came among the Shawnees with their
Mission is told by Isaac McCoy, Baptist 1nissionary, Indian
commissioner and surveyor, in his History of Baptist Indian
Missions ;

“On the 16th of August (1830) we set out to make the
surveys for the Delawares, as I had been instructed by the Sec-
retary of War * * As we passed through the Shawanoe settle-
ments adjoining the line of the state of Misouri. through the
politeness of Major John Campbell, United State Agent, acting
for the Shawanoes and the Delawares, T had an interview in
council with upwards of twenty Shawanoes, on the subject of
establishing @ mission among thein. The celebrated Shawance
prophet, the brother of Tecumseh, who figured in the last war,
was present, and, in hehalf of the rest, responded to my re-
marks, professedly approving the proposition, though no doubt
he secretly was opposed to everything like education or religion.
They were desired to reflect on what T had proposed, and to be
prepared to answer me, as I would repass that place on my way
home,

A white man by the name of Fish, who Nad lived with the
Shawanoes from a small boy, and was in all respects identified

L. Revised Indian Treaties,
2. Konsas Historical Collections, Vol IX. pg. 164,
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with them, had become principal of a'clan which had lived many
years in the state of Missouri, and which was in a good degree
civilized. 1 took Iiish to the house of Captain Anthony Shaue,
2 half Dbred and who was the United States interpreter; and on
his informmg me that he and his party desired a school for the
imstruction of their vouth, I assured him that he should be
furnished with one; and whatever night be the answer of the
rest of the nation to my proposals, he might rest upon the es-
tablishment of a school for his party. I would immediately begin
to make preparations for it, and on my return his wishes should
be met with as little delay as possible.” (404-403)

On the s2nd of November 1 returned to this place, when
Captain Cornstalk and Captain William Perry. chiefs, met e,
to dehiver the decision of the nation, which was faverable to the
establishment of the school proposed. * * * DBut unfortunately
for my plan, while I was absent in the wilderness. the Rev, Mr.
MecAlister and the Reverend Thomas Jolinson, of the Methodist
denominaticn, visited the Shawanoves, and made similar proposi-
tions. The main body of the Shawances objected. because, they
said, they intended to accept the proposition 1 had made them.
The vesult, however. was an agreement that the Methadist
shonld establish a school with Fish's partv. [u this matter [ felt
a disappointment which | ecculd not remedy: bat I was still re-
solved to carry out the design of estublishing a nmssion in the
nation.” (405)

Following the wnarrative, as set out in the Mc¢Coy history,
we find that the Baptist Beard appointed Mz Johnston Lykins,
a son-in-law of McCoy, to locate among the Shawanoes, agree-
ably to the McCoy arrangements and that after a liheral allow-
ance was made for s support. he set out, with his family on
June gth, 1831. for the Shawanoe settlements. Temporary
(uarters were found with the subagency. The Shawnees ap-
parently took but little interest in the matter and the Missionary
Board was a great distance away. so there were delays, but by
September 1832, alfairs were so well advanced that a small school
of Indian children were receiving instruction from Mr. Evans
the teacher, and religicus exercises were lheld in the mission
building for the henefit of the Shawanees. (4) McCoy records
that bv August, 1834 there was a church of sixteen members, four
of whom were Delawares. and that regular meetings for
religious worship were held at the mission house.

Neither the church nor the school seems to have made much

% Ibid. pgs, 404-105
4, Ibid, pg. 463.
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progress.  The Shawnee wanted neither religion nor cducation.
Three years went by and McCoy recorded in his Annual
Register for 1837 that the church had 20 members consisting
of 11 whites, 5 Delawares, 3 Shawanoes and 1 Osage; that two
native members had died; and that the English school tanght at
the Mission had been suspended for want of a teacher The

THE SHAWNEE RBAPTIST MISSION,
From an old print.

1838 Register repeats the church statistics but says nothing
about the school. (6)

The policy of the Baptists seems to have been to center {heir
church activities, at this Mission and converts made among the
Delawares, and other tribes, were enrolled as members of the
Shawnee church. The Delawares broke away in 1841 and organ-
ized a church of their own at the Delaware Mission. {(7) A
distinctively Shawnec Baptist church was later organized and in
1848 a mecting house was built about three quarters of a mile
southwest of the old Mission at the present site of the Morrison

5. Annual Register of Indian Affairs, 1837, No, 3.
G, Ibid, 1838, No. 4.
Kansas Historical Quarterly, Vol. IL pg. 230,
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Ridge station on the Strang line. A burial ground was es:
tablished near the church. (8)

The school was a going concern in 1854. Harvey, in his
History of the Shawnees (g), under the date of 1854 says: “At
the Baptist Mission are good comfortable buildings, and I supposé
near one hundred acres adjoining to and at some distance from
the farm where the school is kept.”

Wilson Hobbs, who came to the Quaker Mission ifi 1850 said
of his Baptist neighbor: (10)

“The Baptist Mission was * * * under the superintendence
and care of Dr. Barker and wife. They had no school, but a few
Indian children were cared for and educated in the family.
Doctor Barker preached, regularly every Sabbath at the little
frame church at the roadside near by, sometimes in the Shawnee
and at other times in the English language, with an interpreter,
His congregations were usually very small and consisted chiefly
of a little membership of Indians which he had huit ‘up around
him. The chief work of this mission was in the service of
Doctor Barker as a physician to the Indians. He was well in-
formed in medicine, and the only physician in the territory. He
did all the praciice ameng the Indians, outside of their own
means of cure.”

By the treaty of 1854 the Shawnees were to take their lands
in severalty. A number of reservations were made in the treaty.
Among them was one whereby 160 acres of land was set aside
to the American Baptist Missionary Union. to include the im-
provements where the superiniendent of their school resides.
(11) When the land ceased to be used it was to he sold at public
sale to the highest bidder. the Missionary Union to be paid the
value of its improvements. (12) Two acres of land was also
reserved to the Shawnee Baptist church including the meeting
house and grave yard. (13) In 1855 the Mission was abandone.

The outstanding feature of the Shawnee Baptist Mission was
its printing plant. Rev. Jotham Meeker came to the Mission in
December, 1833, bringing a printing press with him from
Cincinnati. It was taken off the hoat at Independence, Mo., and
transported by team to the Mission. (14) This was the first

8. Rewv, J. T. Crawford, Baptist Churech Historian.

9. Page 278,

10. Kansas Historical Coliections, Vol. VIII, pg. 256.

11. Artiele 2 of the Treaty.

12. Article 6 of the Treaty. i

13. “The description of the 2 nere tract of ground Is the SEY4 of the
SEY of Sec. 5 and in the NEY of the NWY% of Sec, 8 Town 12, Range.
25" I. T, Crawtord, Chureh Historizn .

14. Kansas Clty Timoes, Oet. 16, 1329,
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printing press to be set up on Kansas soil and from it came a
long list of publications, in hoth English and vartous Indian
languages.

Rev. Mecker kept a diary, now in the possession of the
Kansas Historical Society. From its pages we fAind that it took
hint until March 1st, 1834 to get his print shop ready for busi-
ness and on that day he began to sct type on a hook in the
Delaware language, from copy prepare by Tra Blanchard, the
Baptist Missionary to that tribe. On February 24, 1835 he
printed the first issue of the Shawnee Sun, a small four page,
634 by 10% inch, paper in the Shawnce language. This was
not only the first newspaper published on Kansas soil but was
also the first newspaper anvwhere to be published exclusively
in an Indian language. (13) Until 1837 Rev. Aleeker continued
to run this printing plant. printing small booklets in eight
different Indian dialects, the Shawnee Sun, and the 1835, 1836
and 1837 issues of Isaac McCoy’s Tndian Register. (16) In
1837 Rev. Meeker removed to where Ottawa, Kansas now is
located, and John G. Pratt took his place as printer at the
Shawnee Mission. Pratt ran the printing plant until 1844, when
it was abandoned and the press came back into the possession
of Rev. Meeker at Ottawa.

Some vears ago the Olathe Chapter of the D. A. R.
determined to imark the site of the old Mission. Arrangements
could not he made for a site on the grounds of the original
Mission buildings and so the marker was erected on the site of
the church builkling at the Morrison Ridge station. Tt was
unveiled on the 16th of October, 1929 (17) and hears this
mscription ;

TO COMMEMORATE RAPTIST MISSION

TO SHAWNEL INDTANS. FOUNDED 1831,
FIRST PRINTING 1833. MOVED TO

THIS SITE 1848, PLACED BY THE

OLATHE CHAPTER D. A. R. OCTORER i6. F029.

15, Wansas Historieal Quarterly, Vol 11 e 329,

16, “I"he Missionnry Board declined to publish it {'"he Annual Register)
and MeCoy hought the paper and paid Meeker far the hrinting. History
of Baptist Tndian Missions. pE. 482,

17. Wansas City Star, Oct, 15, 1729, Kansus City Kansan, Qct. 16 and
17. 1929, - Wansas City Times, Oct. 16 and 17. 1920, Northeast Johnson Co.
]oretm]z?l‘ '1)3"9 17, 1829, Johusen Co. Demoerat, Oct. 24, 1929. OQlathe Mirror,

ct. h 29. ;



HISTORIC SPOTS NUMBER TWELVE

PLACE:  The White Church Neighborhood.
TIME: The Year 1832.
EVENTS: I The First Church in Kansas.
II The Delaware Cemetery.
ITT The Wise Memorial Park.

Undoubtedly the first church organization in Kansas was that
of the Delaware Methodist Episcopal Church. The generally
accepted tradition is that Thomas Johnson, after establishing
his mission on the south side of the Kansas river, crossed the
siver in May 1832, to establish a similar mission among the
Delawares. (1) Isaac McCoy, who began the publication of the
Annual Register of Tndian affairs in January 1835, places the
date in 1831. A publication, made within less than four years
is better authority than a hundred vear old tradition, so 1831
should be taken as the proper date for the establishment of the
mission. The mission and the church organization, while inti-
mately connected. were separate institutions. The next year,
1832, the Methodist conference created the Indian Missionary
District, with Thomas Johnson as superintendent, and assigned
William Tohnson. a brother of Thomas, and Thomas Markham
to the Delaware Mission and school. The vear 1832 is aceepted
as the vear in which the church was organized although no
report for the year can be found. For the vears 1833 to 1836
inclusive, the appointment went to Rev. E. T. Peery. The first
report extant is that for the vear 1823, which shows that there
were § whites and 27 Indians in the Society, indicating that the
church was making progress among the Delawares. (2) The
1834 annual report of the Missionary Society contains the
following :

“Delaware. a gracious work of religion—forty  church
members. several of whom officiate as exhorters, regular in at-
tendance a1 preaching and other means of grace. The school has
twentv-four native children. who are learning well. In the
Sabbath-school are fourteen male and ten female scholars, con-
ducted by three teachers and one superintendent. The children
are catechized in the cuties and doctrines of Christianity.” (3)

In a letter published in the Christian Advocate, July 31, 1835,
Thomas Johnson said:

1. Program “Centenntal Celebration of the White Church Mission,’
published May 29, 1932.
Kansas Historical Collections, Vol. IX. pg. 226.
3. Ibid, pg. 203
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“The Delaware. Mission is still gaining ground, and the
members cf the Society appear to enjoy much of the jnfluence
of religion, though they are greatly persecuted by the pagan part
of the nation.”

Under date of July 24, 1843. Rev. E. T. Peery wrote to the
Western Christian Advocate: (Letter published, Nevember 10,
1843.)

“With the Delawares we have about one hundred charch
menthers, and perhaps over one third of that number have
died happy in the hosom of the Church since the commence-
ment of our operations among them, besides fiffeen who
have passed through our society to the Baptists. We have
also at this place a good meeting house which is finished,
and furnished with two good stoves by the Indians them-
selves. We have our meetings regularly three fimes a
weel.”

The ups and downs of this church for twenty five years is
taken from the general minutes of the church:—(4)

Number in the Society
Year Missionary White Color’d Indian

1833 18, T, Peéesy 5 2%

1834 E. T. Peery i 50

1835 E. T. Peery & 70

1836 k. T. Peery 4 86

1837 Learner B. Stateler 0o
- 1838 I.. B. Stateler, Ahraham Millice 2 74

1839 L. B. Stateler

1840 I.. B. Stateler

1841 L. B. Stateler 186

1842 L. B. Stateler '

1843 E. T. Peery, John Peery 4 2 98

1844 N. M. Talbott, J. T. Peery 3 108

1845 N. T. Shaler. W. D. Collins

1846 N. T. Shaler, W. D. Collins I o]

1847 NI T, |Shmler 50

1848 B. TI. Russell I 56

1849 I. A, Cunmmings : 56

1850 L. B. Stateler, N. T. Shaler y 89

1851 '

1852 J. Barker

1853 J. Barker 5

1854

4 Ibifl, Vol IX, pgs. 226-230.
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1855, N. M. Talhott 6 03
1856 N. T. Shaler g G3
1857 N. T. Shaler 6. 58
1858 N. T. Shaier 11 64
1859 N. T. Shaler 1p 66
1860

There is no record as to when the first church building was
built. That it was built of loge and that it stood in what is now
the Wise Memorial Park adjoining the present Stome Me-
morial Church at White Church is well established.

THE DELAWARE €EMETERY,
Froin % picture talken about the year 1910

“This church did duty until 1844 when it was destraoved by
fire. Tt was replaced by a frame structure about fcrty by sixty
feet. The frame was of black walnut. ohtained from the black
walnut trees in the necighborhoed, and the hunber :awed in a
saw mill which the Government had provided fcr the Delawares
in accordance with its treaty. The shingles were hand shaved
and came from St. Louis by heat. This churehh was  painted
white which naot only gave it its mame but fixed that for all
time as the name fer the neighhorhood.

Ore feature of the old time Methodists was the camp meet-
ing. The Wyandots held them in the forests of Ohio and
introduced them in Kansas. The fine grove adjcining the White
Church was especially adapted for these services and they soon
became a regular feature of the Delaware ¢urch. Governor
Walker in his diary writes:
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Sunday, July 19, 1846—Girls went to the Delaware camp
meeting.

Monday, July 20, 1846—Went to the Delaware camp meeting
and returned in the evening.

Friday, August 8, 1851—Our neighbors all gone to the camp
meeting at Delaware.

Tust south and adjacent to the White Church is the old
Delaware burial ground. When the surveys were made this
nroved to be located in the west 14 of the southeast 34 of
Section 21, Town t10, Range 24. It is without doubt the oldest
of all Wyandotte countv cemeteries and adds materially to the
interest in this historic spot. Many of the noted Delaware chiefs
and leaders of the tribe are buried here as wwell as many
nioneer white settlers. Although the Delawares migrated to the
Indian Territory in 1868, many members of the tribe continie
to make visits to this old cemetery to pay their respects to their
former chiefs who are huried here,

Among the inscriptions found on the monuments in the old
cemetery are those of three Ketchums—"“Capt. Ketchum, Chief
of the Delaware Nation 28 vears, a member of the Methodist
Church. E. P. South. 22 years. born in Tuscarawas Co. O., 1780,
died July r1. 1837, aged 77 vears. Charles Ketchum, born.
December 1811, died, Julv 20, 1860. one of the Chief
Counselors of the Delaware Indians and by his death the Nation
met with an irreparahle loss. 2 member of the M. E. Church,
26 years, ordained Deacon by Bishop Simpson at St. Louis,
1852. Rev. Jacob Ketchum, died June 28, 1866, aged 42 years.

The new church was built a few rods to the south of this
burial ground, and faced the east. Scarcelv was the new church
completed when the split came in the Methodist church on the
question of slavery and the Methodist Church Soutl was organ-
ized. The “White Church” affiliated with the church Seuth and
for the time being the Northern church withdrew from the
Delaware field.

The split in the Methodist church brought into prominence
the Ketchum family among the Delawares. There were two of
them of prominerce at this time — The Reverend James
Ketchum and the 2everend Charles Ketchum.

Rev. Tames Ketchum was born in 1819. He was a convert to
the Methodist Episcopal faith in youth, preaching in his own
language at White Church. (6) He is also listed as one of the
interpreters for the M. E. church South. Government maps locate

5. Program “Centennial Celebration of the White Chureh Mission,®
‘published  May 29, 1932.
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his land as being just east of the site of the present White
Church. He was one of the signers of the treaty for the removal
of the tribe from Kansas znd went with the tribe to the Indian

THE FIRST “WHITE CHURCH."”

IFrame strueture which replaced the original Iog church. Destroyed
by eyeclone.

Territory in 1868. There he continued to preach, and was con-
sidered one of the most eloquent orators in the Delaware tribe.

Rev. Charles Ketchumn was born in 1811 in Indiana and
moved to Wyandotte countv in 1831. He joined the Methodist
church in 1832 and became one of jts preachers. He is described
in the Qutposts of Zion as follows- “Ketchum is a large, portly
Indian, of manly appearance and address;; illiterate, hut of good
intellect and fluent in speech, possessing a tine voice and able to
make the vigorous intonations of the Delaware language ring
with effect upon an audience, even when not understood.
Ketchum stood firm in the division, though threatened with the
loss of fis head; huilt a church himself and kept the little
remnant of our flock together. He is an Indian in thought and
feeling and may be characterized by some Indian instability,
but, upon the whole he deserves the respect of his tribe and of
the church. He is scttled upon a good farm, maintaing z place
in the conference, and lahors with his people.” (8)

Charles Ketchum joined the Missour] Conference in 18g0.
In 1852 he was ordained as a Deacon. In 1856 he was appointed

6. Chas. R. Green, History of the Delawares PE. 175.
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to the Leavenworth, Wyandotte and Delaware Circuit. In 1857
he was appointed pastor to Quindaro, Wyandotte and Delaware.
In 1856 he was appointed to the Delaware Indian Mission. In
1859 he was appointed to Delaware. (9) He died July 20, 1860
and is buried in the White Church cemetery,

That the Ketchum, or northern branch cf the Methodist
Church, had a church building in 1860 is evidenced by the Dela-
ware treaty of that year. Article 5 of that treaty provided,
among other reservations, for 40 acres where the Methodist
Episcopal Church South now is and 4o acres where the
Methodist Episcopal Church North now is.”” These tracts were
to be disposed of, when the objects for which they had been
preserved had been accomplished, as the Secretary of the
Interior should determine. As the promoters of the railroads
eventually got all the land, there is nothing to determine from
this treaty, where either of these churches were located.

A Ketchum story is told by Rev. L. B. Stateler in his journal.
He tells of the capture of a fort located where Louisville, Ky.
now stands and the killing of all the inmates except a mother
and her little girl who were lead away in captivity. The mother,
not being strong enough to travel as fast as the march, was
tomahawked but they carried the little girl wWith them away to
their distant home in the North. She was reared among the
Indians, but never forgot her home. She married an Indian by
whom she had one daughter. In the course of time the daughter
grew up and married a Delaware Indian. She raised up quite
a family of sons, who were almost like white men, their
complexions were so fair. They were men of intelligence, and
spoke LEnglish very readily. When the Missionaries came among
the Delawares they found this white woman, then a venerable
woman of seventy years, living in a comfortable hewed log
house like any other civilized woman. She was the first to wel-
come the Missionaries when they came. She could couverse in
Indian, IFrench and English and made a gcod interpretor. She
and her daughter and grandchildren were the very first to come
and unite with the Church, and thus formed a little nucleus.
The grandsons subsequently hecame very ready interpreters
and two of them afterwards hecame preachers of the gospel.
The family name of the grandsons was Ketchuin. The two
preachers were Charles and James Ketchum. (10)

The original “White Church” did duty for {wenty two years:

8. Outpostis of Zion, pg. 296.
9. Dates of appointments falten from Conference Minutes.
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It was destroyed by a cyclone, May 11, 1886. FFor twenty years
the White Church neighborhood was without a church building.
Rev. I1. C. Kirby, who came to the M. L. Churcly, South in
1888, now recalls (11) that when he came the ruins of the old
White Cliurch still covered the ground; that the M. E. Church
South, the M. E. Church North and the Presbyterians were
each holding services in the school house; and that the con-
gregation of all three would not malke enough for a pood sized
country congregation.

THE STONFE MEMORIAL -CHURCH.
The Third White Church. Dedicated in 190€,

The M. E. Church South never did have a full title to the
ground wlhere the old “White Church” stocd. In 1384 it secured
a title to an undivided one half interest in the acre on which the
charch stood. (12) In 1go1r Robert Wise, who owned the ad-
joining land including the Delaware cemetery, proposed to the
church to deed to it the grotnd on which the cemetery was
located in exchange for its undivided one half interest in the
acre on which the old church had stood. This was accepted and
the ownership of the old cemetery site was passed to the church,
(13) The church later secured a loan from the M. L. Church
South building fund and the present stone church was erected.
It was dedicated on July 20, 1906 by Bishop Hendrix of the M.
i, Church South. (14)

10. Life of L. B, Stateler, pgs. 101-103.

11. From an Interview, March 20, 1934,

12. Book 20, pg. 232, Register of Deeds, Wyandotte County.

18, Register of Deeds, Wyan dotte County. Boolk 284, pg. 373 and Book
286, pe. 64,

14, Kansas City Star, July 30, 1904.
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In this church is a fine memorial window. The mscription
reads: ‘

“In Memory of Our Twelve Apostles to the Indians irom
1830 to 1856 and Their Heroic Wives.” The names of the
twelve are then given as follows: “Thomas Johnson, William
Johnson, Thomas Markham, Edward T. Peery, L. B. Stateler,
N. T. 5Shaler, B. H. Russell, Jas. A, Cummings, Nathan
Scarritt, D. D. Doffelmeyer, ]. Barker, N. M. Talhot.”

The stone church was built on the cemetery ground deeded to
the church by Robert Wise. In 1914 a cemetery association was
organized known as the White Church Cemetery of the
Methodist Episcopal Church South, Wyandotte Circuit, and the
trustees of the White Church deeded to this organization the
west 152 feet of the cemetery grounds. (15)

On November 4, 1931, the congregation of the “White
Church” voted to withdraw from the Methodist Church, and
immediately thereafter organized a Community Church. {16)
The Rev. 5. L. Stapp took charge inunediately upon the
organization of the Community Church.

On June 10, 1932 the trustees of the M. E. Church South
deeded the church property to the trustees of the Community
Church. (17) and so after a record of an even hundred vears
the Methodists passed officially out of the White Church neigh-
borhood..

On February s, 1034, Marietta Wise, widow of Robert Wise,
deeded a strip of land adjoining the c¢hurch and cenietery on the
south to the White Church Community Church, for a park and
playground to he known as the “Wise Memorial Park.” (18)
As this includes the site on which the old “White Church” stocd
it now brings the sites of the three historic churches
under a common ownership, that of the White Church Com-~
munity Church.

I15. Register of Deeds. Wyandotte County. Book 533, pg. 463,

16. Program "Centemnial Celebration of the White Church Misgion®
published May 29, 1932,

17. Register of Deeds, Wyandotte County Dook 852, pg. 214,

18. TRegister of Deeds. Wyandotte County. Book 866, pe. 452,
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PLACLE:  Edwardsville.
TIME: The Year 1832.
EVENT: The Delaware Baptist Mission Established.

On the 10th day of Aungust, 1832, the Rev. Clharles &. Wilson
who had been appointed by the Baptist Board of Missions, the
preceding spring arrived at the Shawnee Baptists Mission,
Just scutn of the imaginary line that now separates Wyandotte
and Julusen counties. (1) The Baptist missionary contingent
m the Indian country at this time seems to have consisted of
the Rev. lsaac McCuy, who was a good deal of a' rover, and
his  scn-in-law, Dr. Johnsten  Lykins, who was busy in the
erecticn of the buildings at the Shawnee Mission, which had
been autierized by the Missicn Board. Evidently there was a
discussion among the missicnaries as to where the new arrival
should 1.cate but nothing had heen decided upon before Rev.
McCoy set cut on a trip to Arkansas. (2) McCoy returned
from his Arkansas trip the 24th of September. (3)  In his
journal of Octcber 3rd, he wrote: “Before I returned he
(Wilson) had decided, with himself, to settle among  the
Delawares, on the North of Kanza, and he was there on my
return. I should have heen better pleased if DBrother Wilson
had left his location to De decided in a council with his
missionary brethren.”

Wilders Annals and the Kansas Historical Collections, (4)
both credit Dr. Jolnston Lykins with having located the
Delaware Baptist Mission November 26, 1832, but in view of
the McCoy manuscripts it would seem that the credit should go
to Rev. Charles’ E. Wilson and that the time was somewhere
hetween the roth day of August, when he reached the frontier,
and the 24th day of September, the date of McCoy's return
from Arkansas.

Rev. Wilson stayed with the Delawares until the 13th day of
December, 1832, when it was decided that he should repair to
the Choctaws. (5). What followed is told by McCoy: (6)

Hiastory of Baptist Indian Missions, pe. 4500
MeCoy’s Journal, Oct. 3, 1832

History of Baptist Indlan Missions, pg. 155,
Kansas Historical Collections. Vol. XIT. pg. 424.
History of RBaptist Indian Missions, PE. 455,
Ibid.

o oo
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“We resolved, however, nct to abandon the
Delawares, but to afford them such assistance as our
opportunities would allow. It was on the 23rd of
February, 1833, when Mr. Lvkins, accompanied by
Mr. I'rench, made a visit of three days aniong them,
with a  view of instituting preaching among them
regularly, and of establishing a schocl. He wrote the
board, proposing to employ a school teacher, and to
hire an Indian family, with whom He had formed an
acquaintance, to prepare a little food once a day for
such scholars as should attend from their homes, A
yvoung man, Mr. 1. D. Blanchard ,though not a mem-
ber of our church, had gone among the Delawares
from benevolent motives, zand was studying the
Delaware language with a view of being useful to
them. Flim Mr. Lykins: designed to employ as a teach-
er. We also sought and obtained the necessary per-
mission from the Government. These movenieiits were
submitted to the consideration of the board, and ap-
proved. On the =2r1st of April Mr: Blanchard was
baptised.” _

Mr. Ira D. Blanchard, whom Dr. Lykins aniiexed and
baptized, had preceded Rev. Wilson in the Delaware field act-
ing however in un individual capacity. In a letter to Isaac
MeCoy, under date of September 6th, 1831, Mr. Lykins had
written to him (7):

“Blanchard arrived here on Saturday. The board
gave hinl no encouragemeni. IHe is ncw  at the
Delaware towns. Says he will study the language and
labor at his own expense. I do not know what to say
to him or what to do in his case. Blanchard mani-
fests a great desire to be engaged and to bhe useful
and he has certainly spent. considerable money with
that in view.”

In his journal of February 1z, 1833, McCoy wrote:

“A Mr. Blanchard has spent nearly a year and a
half among them (Delawares) on his own resources,
in the study of their language, which he has pretty
thoroughly acquired * *. * Mr. Lykins and he expect
to visit those Indians in the course of a few days in
order to a commencement of operations.”

From this time on Baptist activities among the Delawares
seem  to have centered around Blanchard and his school.

7. From MeCoy Collection with the State Historical Society,
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McCoy’s jourmal is full of reference to the Delawares but they
all have to do with Blanchard and his school. It would appear
that the first building crected by the Baptists at this mission
was a dwelling house for Blanchard. On February 6th, 1834,
McCoy wrote: “Mr. Blanchard and 1 concluded that he had
better endeavor to obtain leave of the Indians to erect a dwell-
ing for himself. He did so and they consented.” Later in the
month he wrote: “Mr. B. has purchased some material for the
house and it is expected that it will be put up as socn as
possible.”

On July 3rd, 1834, two Presbyterian missionaries, Rev.
Dunbar and Rev. Allis, visited the Methodist Mission among
the Delawares. Rev. Allis recorded in his journal that ‘‘there
is also a Mr. Blanchard employed by the Baptist Beard, did not
see him.” (8) On the 25th of July, Reyv. Dunbar attended a
meeting of missionaries at the Shawnee Baptists meeting house.
Among those whom he lists as being present was, "'Blanchard
Baptist teacher ameng the Delawares,” (9)

In Janvary 1835, lsaac McCoy began the publitation of the
Annual Register of Indian Afairs. It was printed a1 the
Shawnee Baptist printing plant and js an encyclopedia  of
Indian  activities. Of the Baptists activities among the
Delawares he said: (10)

“The Delaware Baptist Mission was commenced in
1832. This mission is under the superintendence of
Mr. Lykins, missionary among the Shawnoes. Other
missionaries at the Shawnee station also visit this,
The converts here are members of the church at
Shawnee Mission School— Ira D. Blanchard, teacher.
Formerly imparted iustruction in English to a few
youths at .their homes. Recent arrangeiments have
been made for the erection of a school house, and for
a regular school in Linglish. A small comfortable
dwelling has been erected for the residence of the
teacher. Besides those who occasionaly atlend to
receive instruction at his residence, Mr. Blanchard
attends at three other places. Twenty can read
tolerably well, and two can also write.”

The announcement in the 1835 Register that arrangements
had been made for the erection of a school house seems to
have been somewhat premature. On February s, 1835, we find

‘#  XKansas Historical Collections, Vo). XIV, pe. 693,
5. Ibid, pg. 58%.
10. Annua! Regisfer of Indian Affairs, 1835, Vol I, No. &
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McCoy writing-—"Negotiations relative to the Delaware school
have not been terminated until now. I have this day obtained
the required certificate from the Agent, R. W. Cummings, that
the Del chiefs desire the school, and this in addition to our
other papers closes the long and troublesome matter.” On
March 1oth, 1835, he records—"‘The Beard have made an
appropriation ot $300 for buildings to be erected at Delaware
mission. This work will, with permission of providence, soon
be commenced.” On June 4th he wrote—"1 have just now re-
turned from a journey to the Delaware mission house on which
I set out yesterday. In crder to see some what to settle some
difficulties between scime of the Indians and the men who were
at werk on the buiidings.” On August 16th he wrote—"“Spent a
night at our Delaware mission. Buildings there are in progress
for the opening of a school.” ,

In a report to R W. Cummnings, Agent, on September 1o,
1835, (11). appears the following statement regarding the
Delaware station:

"Located north of the Kauza river at Nah Co
Muds village. Teachers, Mr. D. Blanchard and Mrs,
Blanchard (12) and Miss Case. Buildings, 1 dwelling
house 20 feet by 18 124 story high, good hewed logs,
stone chimney, clapboard nailed roof, 2 glass
windows, 2 doors and shutters, plank floors and
plastered cracks. * * * There are also under con-
tract to be completed in a few days another dwelling
precisely similar to the foregoing, also, a school
house 20 feet square of good hewed logs.”

In the 1836 Annual Register, McCoy says : (13)

“School—Ira D. Blanchard and Mrs. Blanchard,
Teachers. Cumfortable log dweliing and school house
are nearly completed. The school which is expected
shortly to be opened in the new building  will be
tanght in English. At the same time, instruction in
Delaware will be imparted, so far as the Indians
desire it.”

ln the 1837 Register McCoy says: (14)

School—Ira D. Blanchard and Mrs. Blanchard
teachers. Early in 1837 an English school at the
mission  house was .opened under encouraging

11, From MeCoy Collection with the State Historieal Society.

2. Ira Blanchard married Mary Walton, g missionary teacher, in
1835, Kansas Historical Quarterly, Vol. I, pg. 90, note.

. Annual Register of Indian Affairs, 1836, pg. 29.

4. Tbid, 1837, pe. 21.
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Wyandotte County, Kansas 77

prospects, which was subsequently suspended. Tt will
be resumed soon. Forty five, mostly adults have Leen
taught to read their own language upon the new
system.” i

In the 1838 Register McCoy says: (15)

School—Mr. 1. D. Blanchard and Mrs. Blanchard,
teachers. Ten scholars instructed in English. Mr.
Blanchard has also taught about 50 Delawares, chief-
ly adults, to read their own language. Has compiled
and printed three small hooks, embracing some
hvmns, and is revising a Harmonv of the Gosnels,
which is nearly out of press: all upon the New
System. The ahove prints he has introduced among
the people. with great success ”

In Tanuary 1840. Planchard reponrted to the Baptist Board of
Foreign Missions. “Qur mission affairs WETe never so prosper-
ous before. Our tneetings are full Last Sabbath all could not
find seats. * * * Qur school is full, so that we have been
obliged to refuse manvy anplicants the last four weeks. Our
nresent number is 16.” (16} In March 1841 he wrnte {17) that
the Delaware chiefs onposed ihe gospel sn that few or none
attend religious worshin. excent those who are nious. “There is,
nevertheless, he said. “the fullest evidence that the Lord is own-
ing onr unworthv effarts. Four are now waiting an opportunitv
of nublicly avowing their faith in Christ and we have reason
tn hone that several more are not far from the kingdom of-
Gnd.” -

Eventvally the Blanchard mission schonl faded out of the
nicture. One of the traditions that has come down with the
vears 1is that the flood ~f 7844 caused the DPTawm-e_s to move
away from the river vallev near Edwardsville and that this
caused the schonl tn he suspended. Tt had heen nermanently
abandoned by 1848 for in that vear Rev. Tohn G. Pratt hauled
the logs awav and re-erected some of the huildings on the new
mission site he had established four miles to the northwest, (18)

For nine vears after the organization of the Delaware mission
it had no church connected with it. The Bantist brand of
church membhership was too Puritanical and straight liced to he
popular with the Indians. What few Delaware converts there
were, belonged to the church connected with the Shawnee
Mission. A Baptist Church was constituted at the Delaware

16. Ibid, 1838, pg. 65.
18. Baptist Missionary Magazine, vol. XX, ng. 137
17.  Ibid. Vveol. XXI, ne. 17%.

18. Interview with T © DPratt, July 10, 1B95.
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Baptist Missicn on April 5, 1841. Tt started cff with twenty
six mémbers. Ol these Ira D. Blanchard, Mar: W. Blanchard
and Sylvia Case were teachers at the mission school. The others
judging from their names, were all Delawares. All came with a
letter cf dismissicn from the “Potawatomie Baptist mission
church held at the Ottawa Baptist mission,” which was evident-
ly the official titie of the Shawnee church. (19) At the first
meeting held after the organization, on the z4th of April, 1841,
at the house of Rrother Thomas T. Hendrick in the
Mohekunnuk Settlement  Ind. Ter. it was decided that the
church ought to bear a name and so it was unanimously voted’
that it should ever hereafter be called Delaware and Mchegan
Baptist Mission Church (20). A commitiee was then appointed
to “Wait upon brother Towsey. to exhort and adimonish him,
for disorderly walk as a christian; and for neglecting his duty
generally, in not attending to the ordinances of the Church of
Christ, particularly in the branch to which he professes to
belong.” (21) It was further agreed “that they would patiently
wait a little longer upon brother, Pah-pa-ta-tauk-thy, Defore
they would conclude to excommunicate him from this Church.”
(22) Irem this time on, as long as the chureh minutes have
been preserved, there seems to have heen a pretty steady pro-
cession of “suspension from church privileges,” “dropped from
fellowship, on acount of improper conduct.” requests to keep
back from communion till the church should be mere entirely
satisfying of his repentance,” etc. Intoxication seems to have
been one of the big stumbling blecks in the wayv of the church
sinners. Some of the members were dismissed for the purpose
of erganizing the Stockbridge Baptist Missien Chureh. (23}
Apparently the church and the mission school ceased to exist
about the same time. ~
Perhaps the church did uot die with the mission but con-

tinued to live on. The minutes of the church. now in the ar-
chives of the State Historical Society, tell that on November
19, 1843, J. G. Pratt and Ira Blanchard were ordained. They
also tell of the dismission in 1844 of a number of the brethren
at Stockbridge for the purpose of organizing a distinct church.
This was the year that J. G. Pratt, who for a number of years
had heen the printer at the Shawnee Baptist Mission. organized
a mission among the Stockbridges. This was a small band of

19. Kansas Historieal Quarterly, Veol. II, pg. 230,
20. Ibid, pg. 283.

Tbid.
22, Ibid.
23 Ibid.
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Wisconsin Indians who had settled among the Delawares just
south of the present city of Leavenworth. Pratt stayed with

the Blanchard school. The Stockbridge Baptist church, which
had been organized in 1845 with Rev. Pratt as pastor, now dis-
banded and asked to he merged with the Mission Church at
Delaware. A reorganized church seems to have Leen made about
this time which carried on its roll ontly the names of those who
were known to be in good standing in both churches at the time
of the reorganization. The list is small but on the roll are the
names of Charles Johncake, Betsy Zeigler. Cornelious Charles
and Sally Hendrick, whao were Iisted as charter members of the
first Delaware church formed in 1841. The church may have
taken on new life when DPratt reorganized the Daptist mission
but there is no record that the Delawares carried the church
with them when they removed to the Indian Territory some years
later. A new Raptist church was organized among them sonie
years after they reached the Territory and Charles Journey-
cake was ordained and becanie its pastor.  This much of a
legacy. at least, was left the Delawares from the original Bap-
tist mission.

In 1859 Miss Clara Gowing came from Massachusetts as a
teacher to the Pralt mjssion. The next spring she visited the
site of the old mission which she dlescribed as follows : (24)

“The distance was about four miles, most of the
way through timber land. the wilderness all around.
Large trees lav where they had fallen, sometimes
lodged against other trees, and sometims lying full
length on the ground, moss covered and going io
decay. The old mission site was not as pleasant nor
as healthv as the present mission.

“We drank from a spring where a stump had been
burned out and placed over it to hold the water. It was
a fine draught. From a creek beyond we watered our
horses; then went nq to the Kansas river. a half mile
further. and Tonked over into the Shawnee countrv.”

The location of the old mission as given by McCoav to
Indian Agent Cummings, was north of the Kanza river at Nah
Co Muds village. (28) Mr. E. F. Heisler. the veteran editor of
the Kansas City Sun, who did more in his day than all others

24. Kansns Historical Collections, Vol, XIT, pg. 185,
25, Na-¥o-Mund, or Mud, was glso known as Capt. Anderson: Andreas,
[Tislory ol Kansas, pe. 1226,
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to fix the location of early historic spots, located this site at
the spring on the Williamson farm, a little north and west of
the business part of Edwardsville in the S. W. 4 of the N. E.
¥ of 26-11-23. It is less than a quarter of a mile from High
way 32 between Edwardsville and Bonner Springs.

The exact spot where the mission building stood is located
by Mr. Roy Williamson who owns the place. The road out of
Edwardsville to the north scon makes a sharp turn to the
west. In an interview with Mr. Williamson in April, 1934 he
pointed out the spot just north of the road and west of this
turn. “When I came here,” he said, “there was the remains of
an old foundation here and Major Pratt once told me that
it was here that he got the logs for his mission.”
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PLACE: Intersection of U. S. Highways 50 and 6g.
TIME The Year 1836. ,
EVENT: The Shawnee Quaker Mission Established.

The Quaker, or Friends, unlike other denominations, did
not try to make converts to their faith in their missionary work
among the Indians. Neither did they try to build up a church
following. While regular religious services were held, at their
Disions, the missionary work was confined, almost exclusively,
to the maintenance and conduct of a school and family, into
which the Indian children were received, educated, and all
their wants supplied. This doubtless accounts for the fact that
the Quakers were the most successful of all denominations in
their missionary work. (1)

As carly as the vear 1808 the Quakers had a mission among
the Shawnee Indians who were domiiciled in the state of Ohio.
After the Ohio Shawnees had concluded their treaty with the
Government (2), by which they agreed to dispose of* their
Ohio lands, and take, in part payment, a tract of land west of
the Mississippi, and after the emigration to the new reser-
vation had been made, the Quakers sent a deputation of three
to visit them in their new homes.Following the report of this
deputation the Friends yearly meeting in 1834 decided that a
suitable  family should be ~placed among the Shawnees to
superintend the work, and that a suitable school be kept
regularly, with at least twenty five scholars, who were to be
taught the use of letters and the domestic arts.

A valuable tract of 320 acres was leased of the Indians.
Two natives were employed to huild two houses of hewn logs,
twenty feet square, one and a half stories high, with a brick
chimney in each end. and 2 third house of the same dinmensions
as a school and meeting house, to be warnied by a stove. When
the Shawnees lands came to be surveyed it was found that this
land was the south one half of Section 7: Town 12, Range 23,
Tohnson county, Kansas, and that the buildings were located
in the northeast corner of the southeast one fourth of the
south west quarter: The Santa Fe trail ran along the eastern

1. Unless otherwlse noted the statements in this chapter are taken
from “Ther Frionds Ratablishment in Kansany Tarritory,” published in the
Kaneas Histnpien[ f~Vigetions, Vol, VIII, pgs, 250-271.

2, August 8, 1831.
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end of the farm and the Government hlacksmith shop was on
this trail. (3) Today U. S. Highway No. 50 runs along the
north side of the farm and U. S. Highway 69, along the
east side. The Mission high school occupies  the northeast
corner of the old farm. The site of the old mission buildings
is approximately a half mile east of the town of Merriam and
a quarter of a mile south of Highway No. 5o

In 1837 Moses Pearson and wife, of Ohio, were emnployed
as superintendent and matron and moved out in wagons,
with their family, to take charge. The amount expended that
year for salaries, travelling expenses, freight, etc., is reported
as $756. A nieeting was established and held regularly twice
a week with a few of the Shawnees in attendance, Fifty acres
of ground was fenced. broken out and put under cultivation.
From this time on the school numbered from fifteen to forty
five scholars, who were hoarded, lodged, and clothed at the
expense of the Friends church.

In 1842 Thomas H. Stanley, and iis wife Mary, took charge
of the mission. In 1844, the vear of the big flood, crops failed
and therg was great destitution among the Indians. [Fastern
Quakers contributed so freelv, that more funds were received
than were needed for relief work. Permission was obtained
from the donors to use the surplus for new buildings, which were
much needed, and in 1845 a building was erected 24 by 70 feet
in ground area, three stories high, the basement, which opened
on the north side at the ground level, being finishd for the first
floor. There were sixteen rooms. All floors were sitnilarty
divided and there were three stairways from each floor. (4)
The first floor contained the kitchen, dining room and cellar.
The upper floor had school rooms and dormitories, with four
rooms in the middle of the building for the family.

Superintendent Stanley, and his brother James the assistant
superintendent, went into the forest, chepped and hauled the
logs to a saw mill on the Kansas river. hewed the framing
timbers, and did most of the work in erecting the huilding. The
shingles and lath were froxed out. The flonrs were of oak, the
siding and all interior finish, doors. door frames. and window
frames were of walnut. Joists and studding were mortised. The
ceilings were low, heing onlv seven feet high. The house faced
the south and stood lengthwise east and west. (2)

In 1850, when Wilson Flobbs came to the school, he found

3. Johnson County Democrat, Noy. 22, 1933,
4. Ibid, i -
5. Ibid.



Wyandotte County, Kansas 83

about forty children, all of whom were Shawnees but one, who
was a Stockbridge. The school ordeal as described by him was
as follows:

“They, (the pupils) were received without prepar-
ation, and carme ragged, covered with fith and
vermin, with long hair, and the habits of uncivilized
life upon them, and with -no knowledge of the
English language.”

“The service to a new pupil was to trim his hair
closely; then, with soap and water, to give hirn or her
the first lesson in godliness, which was a good
scrubbing, and a little red percipitate on the scalp, to
supplement the use of a fine toothed comb ; then he

THE SHAWNEE QUAKER MISSION,
From an old drawing.

was furnished with a suit of new clothes, and taught
how to put themn on and off. They all emerged from
this ordeal as shy as peacocks just plucked. A new
English name finished the preparation for the alpha-
bet and the English language. The children were not
allowed to speak the Shawnee language among them-
selves except when absolutely necessary. The object
of this rule was to force the knowledge and use of
the English upon all as soon as possible. Our school
books were all in this language.”
The course of study embraced reading, writing, arithmetic,
geography and English grammar. When pupils desired learn-



84 Historic Spots

ing beyond this course they were sent to Ohio or Indiana where
they could have the oppertunities of better white scho.ls and
of civilized society. Very many of the older pupils accepted
these privileges, and remained away from their parents twu or
three years. Except on Saturdays and Sundays the children
were kept in the school six hours each day and the progress
made in learning was very fair. When not in school the boys
were kept at such werk about the house or farm as was need-
ed to be done. The girls were kept in the sewing room, except
such as were (etailed fer dining room and kitchen work. The
boys did nct like to work and the teachers found it hard to
keep them at it. The parents were not pleased at seeing then1 at
work as they had not yet reached the stage of civilization where
labor was crowned with respect.

The thcroughness with which work was done at the mission
is illustrated by the yearly report for the year 1849 which said:

~ “There has been made about 500 pounds of butter,
6oo pounds cf cheese; 84 pounds of wool spun. 42
yards of linsey woven blankets; 32 yards of rag
carpet, and a piece of linsey for dresses made; over
500 pairs of stockings knit, 130 garments made up
for the girls and over 100 pair for the boys; also
50 sheets and towels, etc. for house use; one beef,
7,000 pounds of pork, salted on the farm; over 60
acres of corn and vegetables cultivated; 56 children
in school, 30 of whom can read: the Scriptures, and
seem more interested in reading them than in any
other book: most can write and cipher; 20 can read
and spell easy lessons; 6 are in the alphabet.”

Gradually the character of the school underwent a change
until it became a school for Indian orphans generally. In
addition to the Shawnees it received and instructed children
from the Wyandottes, Stockbridge, Ottawa, Seneca and
Brothertin tribes. All Indian children in attendance at one
time were orphans except two.

In 1862 the school was closed down and the personal
property was sold bringing $1,117. Soon after this the Shaw-
nee chiefs offered to pay the expense of reopening the school by
an appropriation from their school funds. By this arrangement
the Quakers were to receive $80.00 per scholar per annum for
a number not to exceed fifty. The pupils were to receive board,
clothing, tuition and medical attention. The school reopened in
April 1863 with an average attendance of 43. It went up to 76
the next year, of whom forty five were orphans. Great advance:
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1 the prices of every article necessary for the support of the
school caused it to close: down again.

On April 1st, 1803 the schoaol respened under a new agree-
ment with the Shawnee Council whereby the Quakers were to he
paid $31.25 per quarter for the education and care of forty
Shawnee children. This arrangement seems to have lasted until
November 1868 when the school closed. It was opened again for
a few months in 1860.

In 1870 at the yearly meeting of the Friends Society it was
decided to seli off all property, belonging to the mission and to
close up affairs in Kansas, By the treaty of 1854 the Friends
were given the use of the 320 acre tract of land, where the
mission was. When it ceased to be used for schocl purposes it
was to be sold and the Friends were 1o be paid the value of
their improvements. (6) These miprovements brought $5,000.
The personal property brought $2,349.06 more. Thus closed
the missionary work of the Friends among the Shawnees,

The treasurer of the Society at the next yearly meeting made
a report as to the money he had received, in any way relating to
the Shawnee mission with an account of the investments he had
made of the funds:

Received, November 17, 1870, of the United States
the value of improvements on land sald. ... . . $35,000.00
Less exchange

................................. 7.50
$4.992.50
Received, July 28, 1871, six months interest on $5,000
of bonds bought ... . . .. . .. EOE § Pt grnam s 4 03870 $ 293.04
Received, May 28, 1871, of committee from sale of per-
el BEOTER - aivcc baisivctitin wi boisd o oo oo o 1,186.31
Received, September 27, of committee, from sale of
personal property ............ .. o T L - 1,162.75
$7,634.06
Invested : ‘
November 17, 1871, United States 6s of 1881 . .$4,800.00
Premium MR 5 e S e o a7 e e B 503.35
July 28, 1871, United States 6s of 1881, premium 291.42
USHEI yyg g AN R e R S s 5768 B € Bl 2,339.83
$7,634.60

The order of the yearly meeting as to the disposition of this
money was that it should be invested in permanent st_acks, and
that the interest should be expended by another Indian Com-
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mittee, which was engaged in a wider field of effort to help on
the work of Indian civilization.

In 1871 the old mission was torn down. The spring just
northeast of the house site, and some door yard trees, are all
that remain of the old familiar .markings. New houses are
built around the spot. The grave yard has been uncared for
fcr many years; there is no longer a fence to protect it, and
the weeds and grass hide the few headstones that remain. (7)

On Sunday afternoon, November 11, 1923, the Olathe
chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution, conduct-
ed a service on the old mission ground and unveiled a red granite
boulder marking the site of the mission building. (8) The in-
scription on it reads:

TO COMMEMORATE THE FRIENDS MISSION TO
THE INDIANS. FOUNDED 1834. PLACED BY OLATHE
CHAPTER D. A. R. NOVEMBER 11, 1923.

£. Kansas Histerieal Collections Vol. VTII, pg. 265.
7. Johnson County Democrat, Nov, 22, 1923,
8. Ibid.
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TIME:  November 1836.
PLACE: 2218 Ruby, Kansas City, Kansas.
EVEIT: The Grave of the Shawnee Prophet,

The ane oustanding character among the Shawnees was
Ten-Squa-Ta-Wa, “The Prophet”” Next to Tecumseh, his
brother, he was the greatest of the Shawnees. He “was the
ccmmander of the Indian forces at the battle of Tippecanoe,
where the overwhelming victory of Genral Harrison, scattered
the Indian warriors like leaves before an Autumn wind and
effectually broke the confederacy that Tecumseh had been
forming. The Indians engaged in this Dbattle with all the
enthusiasm that superstition could mspire, assured hy, “The

TEN-SQUA-TA-W.AH.

Krnown as the Prophet. Reputed brother of Tecumseh. Burlagd in
Kansas City, Kanaas. (From the bortralt by Catlin.)

Prophet” that he had the power to change the powder of the
white man to ashes. Ten-Squa-Ta-Wa placed himself on an
enlinence out of harms way and encouraged, singing and
dancing to conciliate the great spirit. But all was in vain, The
Indians were killed in great nmumbers and the reputation  of
“The Prophet” sank never to rise again. (1)

After a council with the Indians, General Harrison wrote to
the War Department: “The Prophet is impudent and audacious,
but is deficient in judgment, talents and firmness ” (2) At one
time he lived in Canada where e was reportd to be a pensioner
of the British government. (3)

1. Kansas Historicil Colleclions. Vol IX, ng. 165, néte

2. Life of Tecuinseh, by Drake (1856), pg, 142, .

3. "“The British government has Eranted & pension to his {Tecumsen)
widow and ramily. It is undersiood they now reside in the vicinity of
Malden, where also ljives, supported in like manuer by a British pension.
the celebrated prophet, possessing however, no longer any fnfluence of
consequence among the Indians." History of General W. I Harrison (1821)
DE. 439,
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Thomas Jefferson and John Adams in their declining years,
establisiied a rather voluminous correspondence. In this corre-
spondence is a letter from Mr. Jefferson in which he discusses

constant comumunication with the Great Spirit; that

he was instructed by Him to make known to the

Indians that they were created by Him distinct from

the whites. for different purposes, and placed under
the “Prophet.” He says: (4)

“The Wabash Prophet is more rogue than fool, .f
to be a rogue is not the greatest of follies. He rose
to notice while I was in the administration, and be-
came a proper subject {or me. The inquiry was made
with diligence. His declared object was the refor-
mation of his red brethren and their return to their
pristine manuer of living. He pretended to be in
different circumstances, adapted to their nature and
destinies; that they must return from all the ways of
the whites to the habits and opinions of their fore-
fathers; they must not eat the flesh of hogs, of
bullocks, of sheep etc; the deer and the huffalo had
been created for their food; they must not make bread
of wheat but of Indian corn; they must not, wear
linen or woolens, hut dress like their fathers, in the
skins and furs of animals; they must not drink
ardent spirits and I do not remember whether he ex-
tended his inhibitions to the gun and gunpowder, in
favor of the bow and arrow. I concluded from all
this, that he was a visionary, enveloped in their
antiquities, and vainly endeavoring to lead back his
brethren to the fancied beautitudes of their golden
age. I thought there was little danger of his making
proselytes from the habits and comforts they had
learned from the whites, to the hardships and
privations of savagism, and no great harm if he did.
We let him go on. therefore, unmolested. But his
followers increased until the Rritish thought him
worth corrupting, and found him corruptible. I
suppose his views were then changed; but his
proceedings in consequence of them, were after I left
the administration, and are, therefore. unkncwn to me
nor have I ever bheen informed what were the

4, Jeffersonm's Correspondence;, 'Vol. X, peg, 171
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particular acts on his part, which producd an actual

commencement of hostilities on ours.”

‘Lhe Prophet is reputed to have come to Wyandotte county
from Cape Girardeau, Mo., in 1828 MeCoy, the Baptist mis-
sionary, found him here in 1830 and tells of a council he held
with the Shawanoes in that year at which the Prophet presided.

When the “Prophet” came to Kansas he settled in what is
noew Shawnce Township, Wyandotte county, on the N.E.14 of
the S.W.J4 of Section 32, Township 11, Range 25  This
is directly east of the Junction school building and south of
the Maple Hill cemetery. The place was known as the Prophets
town. About a year before his death "The Prophet” moved
into a house recently vacated, at the White Feather spring in
the N.E. }J4 of Section 30,, Township 11, Range 28 more than
a mile northwest of the Prophets town. Here he died in
November 1836 and was buried near the house in which he
died.” (5)

In his dying hours the “Prophet” was visited by Dr. C. A.
Chute, of Westport, Mo., who wrote Isaac McCoy of the
visit. The letter is among the McCoy papers in the State
Historical Society. He says ‘of this visit - (6)

“In November last there died in the country of

the - Shawnees, a few miies from this point, the

Shawnee - Prophet Tensqu  (atawa), generally

reputed to be a twin brother of Tecumseh, He had

been sick several weeks when he sent for a gentle-
man connected with the Baptist mission to visit and
prescribe for him. At the same time with this gentle-
man | also called to see him. I went accompanied by
an interpreter, who conducted me by 2 winding path
through the woods till we descended a hill at the
bottom of which, seclucded apparently from all the
world was the Prophet town or (4) huts, built in the
ordinary Indian style, constituted the entire settle-
ment. The house of the Prophet was not distinguished

at all from the others. A low portico covered with

bark, which we were obligated to stoop to pass

under, was erected before it, and a half starved dog
greeted us with a growl as we entered. The interior

of the house which was lighted only by the half open

door, showed at the first view the taste of one who

6. Kansas City Sun. March 5, 1809 )
6. Extract from a letter from Chief Rlue Jacket te E. P. Heigler,
Kansas Historical Collections, Vol XIV, pg. 194. i
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hated civilization. Two or three platforms built
against the wall served the purpose of hedsteads,
covered with blankets and skins. A few ears of corn
and a quantity ¢f dried pumpkins (a favorite dish of
the Indians) were hanging on poles overhead; a
few implements of savage domestic, as wooden
spoons and trays, pipes, etc. lay scattered about the
floor, everything indicating poverty. Oune corner of
the room, close to an apology for a fireplace, contain-
ed a platform of split elevated about a foot from
the floor and covered with a blanket. This was the
bed of the Prophet. Here was fallen savage greatness.
I involuntarily stopped for a moment to view in
silence the spectacle of a man whose word was once
law to numerous tribes, now lying cn a miserable
pallet, dying of poverty, neglected by all but his
own family. He that exalted himseli shall be abased.
I approached him. He drew aside his blanket and
disclosed a form emaciated in the extreme, but the
broad proportions ¢f which indicated that it had once
been the seat of great strength. His countenance was
sunken and haggard, but appeared—it might have
been fancy-——to exhihit the soul within. I thought I
could discover, in spite of the guards of hyvpocrisy,
something of the marks which pride, ambition and the
workings of a dark designing mind had stanped
there. I inquired of his symptons, which he related
particularly and then proposed to do something for
his relief. He replied that he was willing to submit
to medical treatment, but was just then engaged in
contemplation, or study, as the interpreter called it.
and he feared that the operation of medicine might
interrupt his train of reflecticn. e said his study
would occupy three dass longer, after which he should
be glad to see me again. Accordingly in three days I
repaired again to his cabin, but it was too late. He
-was speechless and evidently beyond the reach of
human assistance. The same day he died.”

For more 1han sixty years the Prophet slept in an unmarked
grave. Then E. F. Heisler, the veteran editor of the Kansas
City Sun, went to the Indian Territory and induced Blue Jacket,
the Shawnee chief. who as a youth of twenty had attended the
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funeral, to come to Wyandotte and locate the grave. (10) On
his arrival at the Fifth Avenue notel, in Argentine, the morn-
ing of September 24, 1897, he was greeted by a large gathering
of old settlers and other distinguished citizens, who had been
brought together, by the Wyandotte County Historical Society,

CHARLES RLUR JACKET.

Shawnee Chief and Methodist Miniater. As he apbeared when he re-
turned to Wyandatte to locate the Krave of the Prophet ror K. 1. Hpisler.

to meet the old chieftain. Many of them had known Blue Jacket
when he was a citizen of Kansas and although he had not scen
any of them for more than a quarter of a century he readily
called them by name.

Before leaving the Fifth Avenue a picture was taken of
Blue Jacket and his guests. A procession was then formed and
went to the site of the Prophets Town just south of Argentine.

14. Charles Blue Jacket was born in Michigan in 181t and came- to
Kansag when the tribe wag removed from Ohig. His grandfather was s
white man whoe was captured by the Shawnees, when n hoy. brought up
in the tribe, hecame a chief and was commander of the aliled fgrees at
the battle of Maumee. Charles was licensed to preach in the Methodist
churceh in 1860, He went to the Indian Terrltory with the trlhe in 1871,
und died there October 29, 1887, from the effects of a cold contracted
when he cume to Wyvandotte to logate the gruve of the Prophet for £. I
Heialer. Kansas Historieal Collections. Vol IX, pg. 183 ana Vol. X, pe. 397,
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Blue Jacket located the spring where the Prophet built his house,
lrut said it was not here that the Prophet was buried but near a
spring about a mile to the northwest. (11)

The next day Blue Jacket, Mr. Heisler, and possibly some
others, went to the White [“eather spring, now within the cor-
porate limits of Kansas City, Kansas. What followed was told
to the writer some years ago by Mr. Heisler. He said:

“When we had located the White Feather spring Blue
Jacket said this was the place. He went up onto the south bank
a few rods from the ravine and said—The house stood right
in here. We carriedd him out in this direction,’ said he, point-
ing to the northwest. Then he walked out towards the north-
west, possibly a distance of seventy-five or a hundred yards and
stopping said—"We buried him right in here.” Thus was the
grave of the Prophet located within a radius of a few rods. Near
enough for an Indian buried in his blanket more than sixty years
before.

In modern phraseology the location would be described as
the alley hack of 3818 Ruby Avenue, Kansas City, Kansas. Mr.
Heisler caused a temporary marker to be erected on the spot
mdicated by Blue Jacket. Time has destroyed this marker and
again the Prophet sleeps in an unmarked grave. Various civic
organizaticns have at times agitated the question of marking
the spot. Some day, perhaps, a city park will include the White
Feather spring and a suitable marker will be erected to mark
the resting place of the one outstanding Shawnee who came to
Wryandotte county.

11. Rewritten from the files of the Kansas City Sun, the Argentine
Renpublic and the Kansus Tribune. the week of Blue Jucket’s visit.
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PLACE: Unknown.
TIME : The Year 1837.
EVENT: The Delaware Moravian Mission Established.

That the Moravians or United Brethren established a mission
among the Delawares in Kansas in the year 1837 seems well
established, but its lecation or history cannot be determined.

Rev. Stateler, the Methodist missionary, records in his jour-
nal for December, 1837 (1)

“About the first of December a small hand of Dela-

ware Indians, who had been living in Canada, cane in.
A number of them are Christians, They brought their
missionary with them. HMis name is Jesse Vogler. He
is a minister of the Moravian Church and appears to
be a man devoted to the cause of God and missions.
He left his family in Canada, aud like a good shepher,
came with his flock to this land, intending to get his
family in the spring.”

Under date of Sunday December 24th, 1837, Rev. Stateler
writes in his journal: .

“We held meeting with our people. assisted by
Brother Vogler.”

In his Annual Register of Indian Affairs, for 1838. (2)
Isaac McCoy states that the Moravians conunenced a mission
anong the Delawares in 1837 and that the Missionary was Rev.
Jesse Vaughler. In his History of Baptist Missions, published
in 1840, McCov says: (3)

“The United Brethren (Moravians) have recently
transplanted a mission of theirs among them (the
(Delawares) from Canada to this Place.”

A recent writer in the Kansas Historical Quarterly (4), in
speaking of the work of Ira D. Blanchard, the Raptist teacher.,
and his translaticn of the Harmony of the Gospel int» the Dela-
ware tongue, credits the original compilation to Rev. Zeisherger
of the Moravian Mission.

In the Official Roster for Kansas (5) 1840, J. Christopher
Miksch is listed as teacher. Moravian Mission, Delawares.
Munsees or Christian Indians.

In a history of Jackson county, Missouri, published in 188:,
there is a statement that in 1855 Isaiah Walker, lived in the old

1. Life of Stateler.

2. No. 4.

3. Page 565,

4. Vol. L pg. 90, rote.
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Moravian Mission house built for the Stockbridge Indians at
Muncie town. (6) The Stockbridges never lived at Muncie but
were domiciled near Leavenworth. On the government maps
of the 1855 survey there is an irregular tract of 59.8 acres, ly-
ing partly in section 14 and partly in section 15 of town I1.
range 24, which is marked as “Isiah Walker’s Field.”” This is
about a mile and a half northeast of the present location of
Muncie. This was doubtless the site of the Moravian mission
for the Delawares.

Aside from these fleeting references there is seemingly noth-
ing of record tellmg of the location or of the success or failure
of this particular mission. The church records are said to be in
Bethlehem, Pa., and were they available they might throw some
light upon the Site and history of “The Lost Mission.”



HISTORIC SPOTS NUMBER SEVENTEEN

TIME: October, 1839. ;

PLACE:  Northeast Corner Johnson County.

EVENTS: I  Shawnee Indian Manual Labor School.
II The Territorial Capitol of Kansas,

The schools established by the Methodist church, upon a
stmall scale, among the Shawnees and other Indian tribes in
Kansas, were found to be limited in their influence, expensive
in their support, and difficult of management. So it was decided
that the separate schools should be discontimied and the chil-
dren of the several tribes he brought to a central institution for
their education. This led to the huilding of the Shawnee Indian

A PN

__._,

THE SHAWNEE MANUAL LABOR SCHOOL.

The principai Mission building, Shawnee Mission, one of the three
butidings now standing. The first territorial legislature held ite sessions
in this building in 1855.

Manual Labor Training School, the best knowt: and the most
successful of all church activities among the Indians, and the
forerunner of Haskell Institute at Lawrence, and the other
modern day Indian schools.
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The Methodist Conference, which met at Bgoneville, Mo.,
September 26, 1838, decided to build a manual training school
which was to be patronized by the six tribes among which the
church labored. (1) A committee of three was appointed whose
duties it was to erect suitable buildings; employ competent
teachers, mechanics, a farmer, and such other persons as might
be necessary; and to exercise a general supervision over the in-
stitution and report to the conference annually. The committee
was instructed to erect two buildings, to serve as school houses
and teachers residences, each to be 100 feet long and 30 wide
and two stories high, with an ell running back 30 feet by zo,
and two stories high. They were also to erect buildings for four
mechanics, with shops, and such other buildings as they might
judge necessary. {2)

The commitiee consisted of the district superintendent, Rev.
Thomas Johnson, Rev. Jerome C. Berrviman and Rev. Jesse
Greene. Rev. Johnson was the active memmber of the committee.

The location selected for the manual labor school was in a
beautiful valley about three iniles southwest of Westport, Mo.,
and on the California road. Work on the new building was
begun by Mr. Johnson about the first of February, 1839. At
this time he had 4oo acres of land enclosed, 12 of which was
planted in apple trees, it being the first orchard set out in Kan-
sas, and 176 acres was planted in corn. Upwards of 40,000
rails were made in a short time by the Shawnee Indians. About
torty hands were employed, and the buildings were soon under
way. Brick kilns were put up for the burning of brick, although
some brick was shipped from St. Louis. Lumber was shipped
from Cincinnati. The two large brick buildings, erected at this
time, were on the south side of the California road. The east
building was used as a school house and dormitory for the boys
and as the home of the superintendent. The west building, a
hundred yards away, served as a boarding house, with a large
dining hall and table capable of acconnmodating hetween 200 and
300 people at a time. Between these two buildings and near the
road was a fine spring. Log houses aud shops went up all over
the place. Biacksmith shops, wagon shops. shoemaker shaps.
barns, granaries, and tool houses were erected ; and a brick vard.
a saw mill and a steam flour mill were added to the mission. The
latter was capable of grinding 300 bushels of wheat per day. (3)

School was opened in the new building in October 1839. There

1. Kansas Historical Collections, Vol 1X, pe. 172.

2. Thid, ng. 173
4. Ibid. pe. 174.
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were 72 scholars the first year distributed among the Indian
tribes as follows: Shawnees, 27; Delawares, 16; Peorias, 3;
Pottawatomies, 7: Kansas, 6; Kickapoos, 3; Chippewas. 2;
and Gros Ventres, Munses and Osages, 1 each. Four teachers
were emploved at first, and others were added later as they
were needed.  Here the Tndian boys were trained to earn their

THE SHAWNEE MANUAL LABOR SCHOOL.
The old dormitory, Shawnee Mission. one ¢of the three buildings now
standing. The executive offices of Kansas territory in 1855 were in this
building.

future bread. If a boy showed special talent for any one trade
he was encouraged to perfect himself therein, under the most
practical instruction. Young Indians hecame adept farmers,
smiths, brick masons, carpenters. Other useful trades were
taught.  Girls were trained to spin and weave. to cook and
sew, to keep house. The mission came to have well over a hun-
dred pupils each season. (4)

Ten colored children, belonging to the slaves owned by Rev.
Johnson and who worked on the mission premises, were en-
rolled in 1843. (3)

In 1811 Rev. Jerome C. Berryman was appointed to take
charge of the school and remained in charge until 1847. Dur-

4, Ihid Yol xVIL q 423!
& Ibid, Vol 1X, peldri



98 Historic Spots

ing the year 1845 another large brick building, 100 feet in
length and 20 feet in width, and two stories high, was begun.
It was located on the north side of the California road. This
building had a piazza the whole length, with the exception of a
small room at each end taken off the piazza. This building
served as the girl’s home and boarding school. The superin-
tendent and his family also occupied this building. (6)

When the Methodist Church was rent asunder in 1845, over
the slavery question, all Kansas missions fell to the church
South. {7)

In 1847 Thomas Johnson was returned as superintendent of
the manual labor school, which position he held until the school
was discontinued. (8) In 1848 he organized a classical de-
partment in connection with the school which was called the
Western Academy. This was attended by the young sons and
daughters of the white settlers near by, (9) and by a score or
more of young people, of hoth sexes, from across the line and
from distant parts of Missouri. {10)

The opening of Kansas for settlement by the whites in
1854. the border troubles which followed, and the treaties by
which the Indians sold their lands and moved away, proved the
death knell for the manual labor school. The shops were dis-
pensed with, and disappeared. In 1855 but two tribes besides
the Shawnees had children in attendance at the school. These
were the Wyandots and the Ottowas. The 1862 report showed
20 male and 26 female Shawnee children, between the ages of
seven and sixteen, in attendance. These were taught ordinarv
English branches. In 1864 the school was finally: abandoned.
(11) |

During the civil war the old brick buildings were used as
barracks for soldiers. The Kansas militia of twelve to twenty
thousand men was mobilized at the old mission in October, 1864,
by Governor Carney, and used in repelling the Price raid. (12)

THE TERRITORIAL CAPITAL

President Pierce signed the bill which opened Kansas for
settlement on May 30, 1854. The first governor, Andrew H.
Reeder, arrived in the territory Qctober 4, 18 54, and established
the executive offices at Fort Leavenworth. (13) This was the

6. Ibid, pg. 179,

7. Ibid.

8 Tbid, pg. i80.

9. Ibid, Vol” XVII, pg..423.
10. Ibid, Vol. IX. pg. 151.

11, Ibid Vol XVIl PE. 480
: . DE. 431,
13. Ibid, Vol VIII, pe. 331
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seat of government for about fifty days, but the accommodations
proved unsuitable and on November 24, 1854, Governor Reeder
removed his office to the large and roomy buildings at the Shaw-
nee Manual Lahor School. At this time there were no white
settlements in Kansas txcept at I'orts Leavenworth, Scott and
Riley, and at the Indian missions and agencies, and all of the
latter were comparatively small establishments. Superintendent
Johnson was very reluctant to consent to Governor Reeder's

THE SHAWNERE MANUAL LABOR SCHOOL.

The girls' dormitory, Erected 1845. (Courtesy K:ansas State Historis
cal Society.)

application, but from most obvioys necessity he finally did so.
(14)

The Governor, and the other ofhcers who accompanied
him, were given lodging and office rooms in the mission build-
ings, and they took their meals at the hoarding department of
the mission family. In accordance with the Governor's procla-
mation an clection was iteld on March 30, 1855, for members
of the first territorial council and house of representatives, There

14, Ibig, e, 333,
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were thirteen members of the council and twenty-six members
of the house. (15) Rev. Johnson was chosen as a member of
the council and his son, A. S. Johnson, a young man barely of
age, was chosen as a member of the house. After this election
the Governor issued a proclamation convening the legislature
at the town of Pawnee on the 2nd day of July, 1855. On June
27, 1855 the Governor removed his office from the tmission and
established it at Pawnee.

The two houses of the legislature met at Pawnee, unseated
all of the free state members, except two, and passed a bill
transferring the territorial capital from Pawnee to the Shawnee
Mission. Governor Reeder vetoed the bill but it was passed
over his veto, and on July 12, 1855, the executive offices were
again established at the mission. Thommas Johnson had been
elected president of the council. He had already had sufficient
experience in the diversion of his missionary establishment to
the uses and abuses incident to the affairs of territorial govern-
ment and so opposed the ad journment, but the Shawnee Mission
was the only place in the new territory where a legislature could
be accommodated.

The legislature took possession of the east building at the
mission, the house with its twenty-six members occupying the
chapel on the first floor, and the council with its thirteen mem-
bers occupied the corresponding room on the second floor. Some
of the adjoining rooms on the two floors were used as committee
rooms. There were not accommodations enough at the missien
for all the members of the legislature and so some of the mem-
bers were forced to go to Westport.

This legislature passed an. act adopting the statutes of Mis-
sour1 and providing they should have full force and effect in the
Territory of Kansas. This of course legalized slavery in the
territory. The free state partizans dubbed these laws as the
“bogus statutes of 1855” and as such they are known to this
day.

On August 8, 1855 the legislature, by vote in joint session,
located the permanent capital of the territory at Lecomypton.
The executive offices were not removed from Shawnee Mission

however until some time between the 11th of Decmber, 1855
and the zoth of April, 1856. (17)

16, Ibid. pg. 234
16. Ibld, Vol VII, pg, 387,
17. Ibid, pes 988.839,
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THE MISSION MEMORIAL PARK.

After the Church South abandoned the Shawnee Mission the
title to the property became vested in Rev. Thomas Johnson.
The steps leading to this were told by Rev. Joab Spencer as
follows: (18)

“In the treaty of 1854, the Shawnee. Indians gave
one section of their land tq Thomas Johnson, and two
sections and $10,000 in ten annual payments to the
Church, for the education, board, clothing of a certain
number of children for the term of ten years. For pru-
dential reasons, the treaty shows that all three sections
were granted to the Church, but with the understand-
ing that the Church deed one section to Mr. Johnson.
After the treaty, Mr. Johuson proposed to the Mission
hoard to do the work named in the treaty for one sec-
tion of the church’s land, and $1,000 2 year, thus leav-
ing one section to the Church clear of all trouble and
expense.  He carried out the contract with the Church
and government for five or sjx years, and then the war
closed the school, though A. S, Johnson continued to
live there.

“. .. Then the war came and the government decided
to confiscate the whole tract—-a]] three sections. The
Johnsons were at a heavy expense defending. They
were loyal, and on establishing valuable and acquired
interest, through the influence of Senator James H.
Lane, they succeeded in having all three sections pat-
ented to them. To save the Church’s interest, Mr. John-
son secured patents to all and settled with the Church
for its interest, paying, I think $7,500.”

On the night of January 2, 1865, Rev. Thomas Johnson, then
living on a farm two and a half miles from Westport, wag
called to his door and murdered by a remnant of the Quantrili
band. (19) He was buried in the mission cemetery, about a
quarter of a mile southeast of the mission buildings. ~ A marble
shaft was erected, over his grave, which bears this inscription ;
(20)

Rev. Thomas Johnson
The Devoted Indijan Missionary
Born July 11, 1802
Died January 2, 1865

He built his own monument, which shall stand in peerless

beauty long after this marble has crumbled into dust
A MONUMENT OF GOOD WORKS.
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Gradually the mission property passed out of the ownership
of the Johnson family, as the children married and moved away.
For years it was neglected. At one time its largest building
was used as a road house. Agitation began to secure the prop-
erty for the state. The property owners refused to sell at any
price. The 1921 Legislature passed a statute under which prop-
erty possessing untisual historical interest mtight be condemned
and taken for public purposes. Tt was not wuntil the closing
hours of the 1927 Legislature that an appropriation of $48,230
was made for the purchase of the acreage surrounding the three
brick buildings.

The property is now under the control of the Kansas State
Historical Society. The buildings have been repaired, restored
and beautified and the grounds landscaped. The Shawnee In-
dian Historical Society, a local organization, has assisted ig the
work, and has gathered together a most valuable collection of
early day mementos which are displayed in the main pulding,
making a museumn of history which adds materially to the in-
terest in this “Historic Spot.”

18. Tbid, Vol IX, pg. 140

10.Tzid. Vol. XVII, pE. 132,
20. Ibid. Vel IX. pg 1%1.



HISTORIC SPOTS NUMBER EIGHTEEN

PLACI - The Town of Shawnee,

TIMLE . The Year 1840.

EVERNLS: T e Shawnee Indian Methodist Church.
II  The Shawnee Indian Cemetery.
III The Shawnee State Park.

For ten years after Rey, Thomas Johnson opened his mission
in the woods near Turner, the Methodist had no church build-
ing but held church services in the school building. (1) In 1840
the Rev. L. B. Stateler was transferred from the Delaware mis-
sion to the Shawnee mission. He thought that the time had
come for the Shawnees to have a central church and so he pro-
ceeded to build one. He had no money for building purposes
and so he persuaded his church members to hew the logs and
solicited money from friends across the line in Missouri with
which to buy fumber and other necessary articles. The site ge-
lected was in a grove about four miles” west of the Manual
Training school. Tater the town of Shawnee, a rather im-
portant place in the early days, grew up around this church.

A hewed log huilding twenty-five by fifty feet—double length
of logs—was agreed upon.  The house was put in good condi-
tion, the rafters made of poles and covered with short boards,
which were riven by hand and bailed on; joists were put across,
and the building was ceiled overhead. The cracks were
“chinked” with pieces of wood and daubed with mortar. The
building had one large door and nine windows. (2)

The building was in the southeast cormer of the present town
of Shawnee and stood ahout six hundred feet east of the “Big
Spring.” (3) The building faced the north. A door in the
south end of the building opened out onto the camp meeting
ground and the cemetery. A parsonage was connected with the
church.  Camp meetings were held annually on the church
grounds which were attended by the Methodists from the other
tribes. (4)

This building stood until the latter part of the Civil War.
In the meantime a brick church had been built by the South
Methodists about three hundred feet west of the Big Spring.
(5). After the burning of the business part of Shawnee, by
Quantrill, in October, 1862, several companies of soldiers were

Kansas IHistorical Collections, Vol IX, DE. 104.
Life of 1. B. Stateler, pg. 104.

Program gith Annlversary Shawnee Sunday School, Oct. 9-14, 1528,
Kansas Historical Collections, Vol, IX, pE. 170,

Program g5th Anniversary Shawnase Sunday School, Qet. 9-14, 1928,

el ) ST
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stattoned at Shawnee. According to Mr. Darby O'Day, who has
lived on the townsite of Shawnee since 1859, these soldiers tore
down the old church and used the logs to build a corral for their
horses. (6)

By the treaty of 1854 the Church was given five acres of
ground where the church building stood which included the ceme-
tery grounds. Just when the first burial in this cemetery was
made cannot he determined. One stone has been preserved
(name obliterated) which bears the date of 1842. The stone
which marks the grave of Nancy, daughter of J. & C. Parks,
states that she was born Sept. 13, 1831 and was aged 6 years.
This might have been a removal from some other burial place or
the ceretery may have heen started hefore the coming of the
church building in 1840. Many burials, of both whites and
Indians, were made in this celetery in the early days. Among
them was Capt. Joseph Parks, who died in 1859. For many
years he was the leading spirit among the Shawnees. (7) He
was a member of the Masonic lodge at Westport, Mo., and his
monument, which still stands, bears the Masonic emblems.

For many years this cemetery was neglected. Cattle pas-
tured on the grounds; monuments were broken down ; and
grave sites were obliterated. In 1934 less than an acre of the
original five caie under the control of the Kansas State His-
torical Society and this is now enclosed with substantial fence.

$. Interview had September 1. 1934
?  Kaneas Historical Collections, Vol X. pg. 10Q.



HISTORIC SPOTS NUMBER NINETEEN:-

PLACE: Present Intercity Viaduct.
TIME:  November, 1843.
EVENT: Establishment of the Wyandot Natjonal Ferry.

Public ownership of public utilities canie to Kansas with the
Wyandots. The first public utility in Kansas was the Wyandot
National Ferry. It was established i November 1843, before
the Wyandots bought their lands of the Delawares, and it be-
longed to the Wyandot Nation up to the time of the treaty
of 1855. (1)

TYPE OF EARLY DAY FERRY.
Reproduced from Richardaons HBeyond the Misgissippi. Published in 1867

The ferry was located a short distance above the mouth of
the Kansas river, just about the present terminus of the inter
city viaduct. It was described by a man who crossed it on the
21st of April, 1860 as follows -

“We crossed the Kay at Wyandotte. In those days
there were no bridges, so we had to ferry over on one of
those flat-hottomed scows such as are jn use today for
carrying sand from the steam dredges in the Missouri
and Kansas rivers. A heavy cable was stretched across

1. Testimony of Joel Walker, Isaiah Walker and Charies B. Garrett,
before 5. D. Lecompte, Judze First District, in the case of the United
States of Americi vs. Willis Wiils. 1857. Manuseript In the archives aof
the State Historical Society.

105
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the river on which ran two pulleys fron1 which ropes
were attached to each end of the boat. When the ferry-
man was ready to start he wound the rear rope so as to
head the boat up stream and the current would propel
the boat to the opposite shore. This was a slow process-
as only one team at a time could be carried, but was
the best we could do in the Far West of fifty years
ago.” (2)

Once a year the Council which was the governing body of
the Wyandot Nation, elected a ferryman. He was paid a sal-
ary and whatever tolls he collected went into the treasury of
the Nation. A visitor to the Wyandot Indian Agent in 1846
tells of his meeting with the ferryman: ;

‘A walk of a mile, through the woods on the river bank,
brought us to the mouth of the Kansas, or I(aw river, a stream
ferried by a tall, good specimen of a full blcod Wyandotte,
who received the toll with a look as if to sav, ‘Your money’s no
account, and I’ve a miind to toss you in the river for offering
it; our attempts at conversation failed.” (3)

Evidently there were no charges made for ferriage for the
Wyandots. In his brief in the case of Armstrong vs. Walker,
2 Kansas 211, ex-Governor Wilson Shannon said

“The ferry was established by the Wyandottes in the
winter of 1843-4, was a national ferry, established by
them as a nation for the use of ail the Wyandottes and
the ferryman was paid by the vear out of the same
fund. It was intended as a free ferry for the Wy-
andottes.’

Frequent references are made by Governor Walker, in his
diary, to the ferry. The Jfollowing are extracts from his
journal: (4)

“Jan. 27, 1846. "Attended Council to day but done
very little of important husiness. Agreed to employ
Tali Charles another year to keep the ferry.”

“Feb. 10, 1846. Paid Tall Charles, ferryman, $45.00,
leaving him a balance due him for 1845 of $55.00.”

“July 7, 1846. C. G. G. and Peter Buck arraigned
for violently taking the ferry boat from her moorings in
the absence of the ferryman; the former fined $5.00
and latter $2.50.”

“May 8, 1847. Attended the sale at the council room
of the goods, chattels and effects of Nofat, deceased.

2. Personal Recpllections of Charles Raber found in Kansas, Historni-
cal Collections, Vol. X VI, pg, 316. i
Louis H. Gerrard in Wa-to-yah, ng. 2,
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Bought nothing. The company then proceeded to the
ferry, hauled out and upturned the old hoat for repairs.
G. A, and myself assorteq our lumber.”

“Dee, 27, 1By Went to H. Jaquis’s and spent a
part of the day, the election of a ferryman being the
priticipal topic of conversation, the candidates are D).
Young, Tall Charles, Charles Split-The-Logs.”

“Dec. 28, 1847. Council met at James Washington’s.
Proceeded to the election of a ferrvman, and resulted
in the electicn of D. Young.”

Slnmma
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THE INTER CITY VIADUCT.

ite of the old Wyuandotie National Ferry, eatablished In 1843, A

e decl structure.

“Jan. 17, 1848 No ferrying, the river being frozen
over.”

“May 3, 1848. Settled with M. Goodyear for lumber
for the use of the ferry by the council, $27.50."

“June 4, 1848 Mrs. W.(alker) and Sophia state
that on their return from K (ansas City) they found at
the ferry a dozen or niore people waiting to cross and
amotng them was John Charloe, very drunk, and had
been severely beat.” .

“Dec. 12, 1848. At 2 ¢’clock the joint meeting pro-
ceeded to hallot for a ferryman. After several ballots
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all the candidates were dropped except D. Young and
Tall Charles and the final ballot on these two stood
thus: D. Young 16; Tall Charles 7. Majority g votes.
Adjourned.”

“July 28, 1849. Attended a special election of ferry-
man, vice D. Young resigned; and George Steele was
elected.”

“Nov. 17, 1850. Today the council and legislative
comunittee met in joint session to elect ferryman for the
vear 1851 * * * \when Isaac Brown was duly elected.”

“Feb. 18, 1851. The Kansas river has about run
dry; there not being water enough to float the ferry
boat, and consequently no ferrying.”

“In the evening learned that the ferry was now
passable.” ‘

Dec. 14, 1852, Attended the joint meeting of the
council and legislative committee and elected Nicholas
Cotter ferryman for 1853.”

March 9, 1853. Sent Dudley to K (ansas City), who
shortly afterwards returned and reported that the ice
abiove the ferry had broken loose and stove in the ferry
bdat and carried her off down the river, with a negro
on board.”

"May 26, 1853. Diable. Those drunken vagabondish
ferrymen have lost the ferry hcat. They say some one
or two broke the lock last night and took the boat,
no one knows where. This is provoking. The rascals
have been drunk and lost the boat themselves. Now we
have another embargo.”

“May 29, 1833. Our ferry boat was found and re-
covered near Randolph.”

“Dec. zo, 1853. Harriet and Baptiste set out for
Kansas, but on arriving at the ferry found the float-
ing ice so thick and running so rapidly the fersy boat
could not cross. So they gave it up and came home,
Mr. Dofflemeyer (5) then proposed to Harriet that if
she would go back back with him, as he wanted to go
over, he would venture with the ferry boat, and make
the attempt to cross. They went and succeeded in
crossing.”

“June 5, 1854. Lost our ferry boat again.”

“June 17, 1854. Heard of the recovery of the ferry.

4. Nebraska State Historical Collections, 2nd Sec., v. 3.
5. Mr. Dofflemeyer was the Methodist Missionary,
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“June 21, 1854. We have had no mail for nearly
two weeks for the want of a boat to cross the river.
Although the boat was caught at Richfield, about forty
miles from here, yet our worthless council and stil
Inore worthless ferryman take no steps towards getting
it bro’t up again. A pretty set of fellows to want to
maintain a separate government.”

So important did the Wyandots regard their National T erry
that it was made one of the exemptions in the 1855 treaty
whereby the Nation ceded its land to the Government. The
treaty reads: (6)

“Four acres at and adjoining the Wyandot ferry,
across, and near the mouth of the Kansas river shall
also be reserved and togather with the rights of the
Wyandots in said ferry, shall be sold to the highest
bidder, among the Wyandot people, and the procecds of
the sale paid over to the Wyandots.”

In the allotments made by the Commissioners on the part of
the Government to carry out this treaty the ferry site is
described as follows:

“285 Wyandott Ferry Tract. Commencing 214
poles East of the S. W. Cor. of the N.E. ¥4 of the
N.E. %4 of Sec. 10, Tp. 11 S. R. 25 E.; thence North
30 degrees L. 5034 poles; then East 9%z poles to the

‘W. bank of the Kansas river; thence up and along
said bank south 30 degrees W. 80 poles to a point on
a rock marked W.F.C. (Wyandotte F erry Company) ;
thence West 9% poles; thence North 30 degrees L.
20%4 to the beginning. Containing 4 acres.”

The Journal of the Wyandot Council, beginning with the
date of October 27, 1855, did not go to Washington but even-
tually came into the possession of the Kansas Historical Society.
That Journal has several references io the ferry including its
sale. The record shows: (8

“Nov. 9, 1855. The council paid Adam Brown one
hundred and eighty dollars for acting as ferryman for
nine months.”

“Nov. 13 to 22, 1855, Ferry expenses of Joel Waller
79.00. Ferry expense to Northrup & Chick, $22.1 )
John D. Brown for repairs on ferry house, $35.00.”

“Sept. 1, 1856. Convened this day, present Geo T.

6. Article 2 of the Treaty.
7. Kansas Historical Collections, Vol. XV, pg, 158,
" Ib‘dg DEH, 41«43,
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Clark, Silas Armstrong, John D, Brown, John Hicks
and Peter D. Clark. The commissioners met the coun-
cil this day and the chiefs and commissioners ordered
the four acres of ground attached to the ferry to be
sold to the highest bidder on Monday the fifteenth
(15) day of the present month according to the treaty
of 3ist January 1855.” “R. Robitaille, Clerk. Geo 1.
Clark, Principal Chief.”

“Sept. 15, 1856. The Wyandotts council convened
this dav according to adjournment, full board of chiefs
present, Geo L. Clark, presiding. In accordance with
an article in the treaty hetween the [J. S, Government
ﬂpd Wyandott Indians in date of 31st Januarv, 1853,
nd according to advertisements affixed jn three public

places in Wyandott, was sold the four acres of land at-
tached to the Wyandott ferrv, this day and adjudged
to Isaiah Walker, the highest bidder, for the sum of
seven thousand dollars, payable one-half, say three
thousand five hundred ($3.500) dollars, pavable on
the 31st of next October, and the other half, say three
thousand five hundred ($3,500) collars, payable one
year from said 31st October next without interest, and
Charles B. Garrett hecomes his security for the full
fillment of the conditions of the sale. A plat of said
lot of land has heen made by Lot Coffman, Esq., one
of the commissioners. R. Robitaille, Clerk. Geo 1.
Clark, Principal Chief.”

Nov. 3. 1856. Silas Armstrong hire of flat boat,
paid $61.50. Thomas Smart for crying of ferrv sale
(paid) Silas Arnstrong $5.00.  National ferryman,

J. H. Cotter, paid $199.54.

Thus the first public utility in Kansas passed into private
hands. At first thought it would seem that Mr. Walker paid a
pretty stiif price for the ferry but we are told that the receipt
of tolls for the single year 1857 amounted to $7,000, the entire
purchase price, and that the charges were not exorbitant, but
reasonable {g)

In the archives of the State Historical Society there are a
number of pages of testinony purporting to have heen taiken
before S. D. Leconipte, Judge of the First Disirict, in the case
of the United States of Aimerica, Territory of Kansas vs. Willis
Wills.  Joel Walker, Isaiah Walker, Charles B. Garrett, George
B. Thomason and Samuel E, Forsythe, the ferryman, were the

9. Goodspeed, Wyandotte County and Kanses City, pg. 359,
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witnesses. From this testimony we gather that in 1857 one
Willis Wills claimed the Jand on the east side of the Kansas
river where the ferry landed and demanded one half the pro-
ceeds of the ferry. Being unable to enforce his demand Wills cut
the ropes and let the ferryboat, with the yoke of oxen it was
transporting, go down the river. Evidently Wills was under
arrest for this offense. What disposition was made of the case
is not known.

BILAS ARMSTRONG,
Head chief and one of the most noted men of the ‘Wyandot nation.

The testimony in the Wills case also discloses that in pur-
Chasing the ferry that Isaiah Walker was acting for a syndicate
which explains the fact that on April 28, 1858, Walker deeded
a half interest' in the ferry tract to Charles B. Garrett, Joel W,
Garrett, Samuel E. Forsythe and the heirs of Joel Walker, de-
ceased. The consideration as expressed in the deed was $7,000.
(10)

The Territorial Legislation of 1855 gave Silas Armstrong the

10. Register of Deeds, Wyandotte County. Book &, pg. 98,
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sole power and exclusive authority to run a ferry at the mouth
of the Kansas river, and for two miles up said river. (11) Arm-
strong was one of the council that sold the Wyandott terry to
{saiah Walker. He was also one of the bidders at the sale, his
bid being for $6,950.00. (12) Some time after the sale to
Walker, Armstrong went into the Territorial Comnrt and asked
for a restraining order to stop Walker’s use of the ferry he had
purchased .

He alleged that by virtue of the Act of 1855 he was invested
with the sole power and exclusive authority to run a ferry at
the mouth of the Kansas river. He further alleged that he
owned the land on both sides of the river where the Walker
ferry was located. Ife (Walker) replied setting up the estab-
lishment of the ferry, the Wyandott Treaty and the sale to him
under the terms of the treaty. The case was continued from
time to time, but judgment was finally rendered in favor of
Armstrong. Walker appealed to the Supreme Court. That
court held that the bill was defective in that there was no al-
legation that Armstrong had the means for transporting pass-
engers and freight, or in other words that he had established
a ferry. That there was an implied obligation to furnish the
necessary nreans of travel for travelers and that unti Armstrong
was prepared to serve them he had acquired no right to prohibit
others from doing so. The court further held that there was no
evidence that the Wyandotts had a right of landing on the South
bank of the river unless the landing was at the mouth of a pub-
lic highway. The case was reversed and sent back. (13)

As there were no public highways, as yet, on the south side
of the river this would doubtless have put the Walker ferry out
of commission but in the meantime a pornitoon bridge had heen
thrown across the river and the valie had gone out of the
ferry. (14)

With the coming of the pontoon bridge the ferry tract. lost
its value. Taxes were unpaid and it went to a tax sale ;oex-
ecutions were levied against it; and partition suits were filed.
making a complicated proposition as to who had the title. The
Missouri Pacific cut through it with its right of way and Third
street and Terry street each took a bite gut of it. TFinally the
remnant was platted as the “Ferry Tract Addition” and ecame
a part of Wyandotte City. (1g)

11. Statutes of 1855. pgs. 7950,
12. Walker vs. Armstrong, 2 IKansas 192,
13. TIbid, pgs. 215-220,

14, Qoodepeed. Wyandotte Count%r and Kansas 01]t3y.
18, Reglster of Deeds, Wyandot e County Plat Hook.



HISTORIC SPOTS NUMBER TWENTY

PLACE Seventh and Minnesota. Kansas City, Kansas.

TIME : The Year 1843.
EVENTS: I The Wyandot Citv of the Dead.
- IT. Fort Conley.

Sandwiched between the public fibrarv, the Masonic Tem-
pie, and a row of modern office buildings and fronting on the
principal street of Kainsas City, Kansus, lies the Wyandot city
of the dead. It is known as the Huron cemetery and in it lie
buried many of the prominent men of the old Wvandot Nation.
Many famous chiefs, Warpole, Tauromice, George I. Clark, Big
Tree, Serrabas and Squeendchtee are buried there. IHere lies
Squire Grey Eyes. the carly day preacher, and Charles Garrett,
a soldier of the War of 1812, Such ancient dates as 1848, 1851
or 1855 takes one’s imagination hack so far that the occasional
shrill motorcycle whistle or other kindred street noise is needed
as a reminder that this burial spot is in the heart of a busy
city. ol o

In 1843, the Wyandots, who had been teased into ceding their
Ohiv lands to the Government. came to Kansas. yoo strong, to
occupy the lands along the eastern horder of the territory.
which they thought the Shawnees had sold to them. The Shaw=
nees repudiated the agreement. however. and the Wvandots
found themselves homeless and in a strange land. The Govern-
ment, doubtless acting upon the suggestion made by Lewis and
Clark in their 1804 report. that this was a good place for 2
fort, (1) had reserved the strip of land lying Letween the west-
ern boundary of Missourt and the Kaunsas viver. Some of the
Wyandots secured homes in Wesiport, but most of them camped
upon this government strip. The Delawares, nephews to the
Wyandots, owned the land on the north side of the Kansas river
and they came to the relief of their homeless uncles. sold them
36 sections of land, and threw: in 3 others for good measure. all
lying in the fork of the two rivers—the Kansas and the Mis-
souri. The Wyandots at once hegan to move onto their new
lands, the first home.being occupied December 1o, 1833. (2)

Death began its work early among the tribe. While still in
camp on the east bank of the Kausas river an epidemic carried

1. Under date of June 28 1804, Capi. Clark wrole in his journal:
"The high lands geme to the river Wansas on the upper Side at about a
mile. full view, and a butiful nlace for a fort, good landing place.”

2, Letter from Lucy B. Armstrong, published in Wyandotte Gazatie
December 29, 1870,
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away 60 members of the tribe (3) and thev were huried on what
was then Delaware soil. The place selected for a burial ground
was the hill overlooking the Kansas river, about a half mile
from its junction with the Missouri.

The spring of 1844 was warm and very dry until May, when
it began to rain and continued to rain for six weeks, rain falling
every day. The result was that the Kansas river rose so high
that what is now the First Ward of Kansas City, Kansas was
covered with fourteen feet of water; the Missouri hacked up
to the mouth of Live creek: Jersey creek was backed up to the
crossing on the Parallel road. The long continued rains were
succeeded by dry and hot weather, and the overflowed vege-
table ‘matter decomposing, caused much sickness among the Wy-
andots, and by the last of November 100 of them were dead, be-
ing one-seventh of the whole number that had come to the coun-
try only fifteen months before. (4)

This burial ground was enclosed (3) and although there
were hurials at Quindaro and Oak Grove, this place remained
the principal burying ground for the Wyandots as long as they
continued to reside in Kansas. In writing of this cemetery in
the year 1890, (6) Mrs. Lucy B. Armstrong, the most remark-
able woman of the tribe, said: “To the best of my recollection
and belief I think that between the years 1844 and 1855 there
were at least four hundred interments there and most of those
graves are not perceptible and cannot be identified er ever
found. There was no tombstones placed there in all those
days.”

The Wyandots wanted their lands in severalty, and in 1855
they worked out a plan whereby thevy could cede their reser-
vation to the Government which in turn would survey, assign
and reconvev by patent in fee simple the lands to the individual
members of the tribe. The treaty was made on January 371,
1855. It provided for the ceding to the Government the lands
the Wyandots had purchased from the Delawares, but with
four specific reservations. A part of Section 2 of the treaty
read:

“The portion now enclosed and used as a public hurial ground,
shall be permanently reserved and appropriated for that pur-
pose.”

3. Statement found among the Dipers nf Lucy T Armstrong.

4. Andreas, History of Karsas, pe. 1228,

5. The treaty of Jan, 31. 1855 réads: "The portion now enclosed and
used a=_a public burying greund.

6. Wyandotte Gazette, June 4, 1889,
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It would he hard to conceive of a more direct and positive
dedication of a tract of land to a public use than given in this
single sentence.

The Commissioners, appointed to make the allotments as pro-
vided by treaty, did their work. In-their report they described
this allotment as being No. 282, Public Burial Ground.
It was described by metes and bounds, the irregular shape, no
douht, being due to the fact that the commmissioners took the
treaty to mean what it said and followed the fences which sur-

H.""""W"-_"‘"—"jggﬂ
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LYDIA B. CONLEY,

The heroine of Fort Conley, who with her sisters, saved the¢ Muron
Cemetery.

rounded the enclosure, {(7)

Gradually the Wyandots wound up their tribal affairs but
the minutes of the National Council show that the National
Grave Yard was not forgotten. The following are a few ex-
tracts from the official journal (8):

November_ I2, 1857 :—Among the bills allowed at

. 1. The description read: "Commencing 28 poles South of the NE cor.
of the NW¥ of Sec. 10 T118S R 25 & thence South 1§ degrees 1 minute
West 31 poles and 1a links, thence East 11 Poles and 8 links, thence
North 15 degrees 3¢ minutes 27 poles and 2234 links, thence North 71
degrees 'West 10 poles and 18 Iinks to beginning.”

Book now with the Kansas Historical Society, L
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this meeting was one ror "Repairs vo National Grave
Yard—paid to Mathew Mudeater $50.00.
February 2, 1858 :—“The Council has decided that

an advertisement in the public newspapers should be
published to prohibit strangers to the Wyandot nation
from Dbeing buried in the Wyandot- National burying
ground near Wyandott City.

March 2, 1858:—"“The Council has decided to get
tombstones for all the members of the Wvandott
Nation who have died and who have been Chiefs of
the Nation in their life time who died in this coun-
try.”

April g, 1859 :—“On motion Mathew Mudeater was
appointed a committee of one to ascertain how many
graves of deceased Chiefs could be found in Wyan-
dott and Trwin P. Long he appointed a committee of
one to have tonibstones [urnished for as many as can
be found, the amount to be paid for said stones to be
appropriated out of the monies due the Wyandott’s
from the United States.”

May 17, 1850:—“On motion Irwin P. Long and
Hiram M. Northrup were appointed a conmnittee of
two to male a contract with a stone cutter for tomb-
stones for the deceased Chiefs of the Wryandott Na-
tion.”

Burials never ceased in the old cemetery. A large number
of the Kansas dead from the bloody battle field of Westport
were laid to rest in this hallowed spot.  (9) As the years
went by fewer and fewer new graves were opened however
and neglect and decay hegan to creep in. Then commercialism
and greed raised its uglv head. Some Kansas Citv business
men with more commercialism than historic pride. forgot that
sentiment plays a large part in the lives of many of us. and
tried to have the “eye sore.” as they termed it. sold. They
caused to bhe slinped through Congress an item in the Indian
appropriation bill which authorized the Secretary of the In-
terior to make a sale. This was June z1. 1006, The itern is
tucked away in the middle of a 65 page printed bill and read
as follows:

“That the Secretary of the Interior is hereby au-

9. Btatement of V. J. Lane. Col. Veale. in his rePort of the battle
of the Blue says: "On the morning of the 24th {1864) we gathered tomether
our dead and took them to Kansas City. whele wr ohtaihed coffins for
them ard on the morning of the 26th, we burled them in Wyandotte on
Kansas soll
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thorized to sell and convey, under such rules and reg-
-ulations as he may prescribe, the tract of land located
in Kansas City, Kansas, reserved for a public burial
ground under a treaty made and concluded with the
Wyandotte Tribe of Indians on the 31st day of Jan-
uary, 1835, And authority is hereby conferred upon
the Secretary of the Interior.to provide for the re-

FORT CONLEY,
Buill by the Conley sisters during the seven years war,

moval of the remains of the persons interred in said
burial ground and their reinterment in the W vandotte
Cemetery at Quindaro, Kansas, and to purchase and
put in place appropriate monuments over the remains
reinterred in the Quindaro Cemetery. And after the
payment of the costs of such removal, and also after
the payment to any of the \Wvandotte people, or their
legal heirs, of claims for losses sustained by reason of
the purchase of the alleged rights of (he Wyandotte
tribe in a certain ferry named in said treaty, if, in the
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opinion of the Secretary of the Interior, such claims
or any of them are just and equitable, without regard
to the statute of limitations, the residue of the money
derived from said sale shall be paid per capita to the
- members of the Wyandotte tribe of Indians who were
parties to said treaty, their hcirs or legal representa-
tives.”  (10)

But the desecraticn was not Y be permitted. Two girls,
Lyda and Hellena Conley, lineal descendants of the Wyan-
dcttes. heard of it and determined to save the graves of their
ancestors from spoliation. The Commissioners appointed by
the Secretary of the Interior were preparing to remove the
tembstones.  They conld only remove the tombstones for as
Miss Lyda Conley said: “\What is there left of an Indian buried
fifty years ago in his blanket?” The two girls took possession
of the cemetery. The gate was padlocked and placarded with
“Trespass At Your Peril” signs. A Little house or fort was
hailt and there the girls took their stand, vowing death to any
one who dared to enter the cemetery to attemipt to remove the
bodies.

One of the girls, Miss Lyda, had studied law and it now
seemed a special providence that she had done so. She filed a
suit in the [ederal court against the Secretary of the Interior
and the Commissicner appointed by him, to restrain them from
selling or interfering with the cenmetery. Slowly the case dragg-
ed its way through the lower courts to the supreme court of
the United States. These sacre precincts had never been in-
vaded by a woman hut Miss Conley was given a special permis-
sion to present her case. Here, too, her plea fell upon un-
sympathetic ears. The Germans were not the first to discover
that a treaty was cnly a “scrap of paper.” The supreme conrt
of the United States heat them to it. In its opinion the court
said: (11)

“The United States maintained and protected the
Indian use or occupation against others but was bound.
itself by honor, not by law.”

“That the words ‘shall be permanently reserved and
appropriated for that purpose,” like the rest of the
treaty, were addressed only to the tribe and. rested
for fulfillment on the good faith of the United States
—a good faith that would not be broken by a changed

2.0+ Fifty-ninth Congress, Sess. 1, Chapter 3504, Vol. 34, pE. 348.
A11. Conley vs. Rallinger, 216 T, 8. g4,
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believeth by Congress to be for the welfare of the In-
dians.”

“That the plaintiff cannot establish a legal or eq-
uitable title of the value of $2,000, or indeed any right
to have the cemetery remain undisturbed by the United
States.”

While the battle in the courts was going on the two girls
were subjected to all sorts of persecutions and petty annoy-
ances. A Federal judge threatened incarceration for contempt
of court; a U. S. Marshal thundered; the girls were arrested
and hauled into police court on the charge of disturbing the
peace; and Fert Conley was burned, but another fort rose o
its ashes and the girls stayed on the fighting line. Finally an
arcused public sentiment made itself felt. It was well voiced
by the venerable Lucy B. Armstrong who said : (12)

“To remove the burying ground now would be to
scatter the dust of the dead to the winds. \What a
sacrilege! T remember with reverence many of the
good Wyandottes buried there, and my heart protests
against such a desecration of that sacred ground. Such
a sale is repugnant to every sentiment we cherish for
our dead, as well as being offensive 1o the highest
impulses of a Christian civilization.”

In 1913 Congress repealed the obnoxious statute, (13) and
the seven years’ war was at an end.

The Conmley girls had won their fight.  Their story is a
romantic one. Their great grandfather was Isazc Zane, who
was captured by the Indians, and who married an Indjan wife.
His son, Isaac Zane, came to Wyandotte county in 1842. He
saw how conditions were and when he returned to Ohio warned
the tribe not to move but he died before he coyld persuade them
against making the change. His wife, the grandmother of
the Conley girls, was a remarkable woman. She had fourteen
children of her own, but did not hesitate to undertake the rais-
ing of six other ckildren who needed parents. The mother of
the Conley girls, who was named Elizabeth Burton Zane, was
just a child when the family came to Kansas. She was edu-
cated in a convent and married an Englishman named Conley.
Both Mr. and Mrs. Conley and one daughter are huried in the
Huron cemetery, and it was over and around their graves that
the Conley girls waged their seven years’ battle.

In 1916 Congress passed a bill appropriating $10,000 for the

12. Kansas City Times, July 13, 1911.
13. S\_ixty-Second Congress, Sess. III, Chapter 44, Vol. 317, pe. 668.
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preservation and improvement of thé Huron cemetery. (14) It
described it as “a tract of Jand in the city of Kansas City, Kan-
sas, owned by the Government of the United States, the use of
which was conveyed by treaty to the Wyandotte Tribe of In-
dians as a cemetery for the members of said tribe.” Of course
this statement (owned by the Government of the United States )
18 not true but it brought the nmoney, the improvements were
made and Kansas City’s most historic spot has been preserved
and will stand as a monument to the two Indian maids who
dared to defy the Government in order 1o preserve the graves of
their ancestors from spoliation hy unhallowed hands.

On March 20, 1918, an agreement was made by the Govern-
ment and Kansas City, Kansas whereby certain improvements
were to be made in Huron Cemetery by the Government and
others by the City.

In addition to this the Government was to pay $1.000 to the
City and the City in turn agreed:

“To forever maintain, care for, preserve the lawns
and trim the trees and give the grounds the same and
usual attention that it gives to its city parks within the
main part of the city, and particularly Huron Park ad-
joining the Cemetery; and that the City of Kansas
City, Kansas, will furnish police protection equivalent
to that furnished for the protection of Huron Park;
and furnish all electrical energy free of charge for the
maintaining of the electric lights, as provided ior in the
plans and specifications, maintaining and keeping in
place all globes and fixtures, and give said Cemetery
any and all care that a park of its nature in the heart
of a city should demand.”

This agreement was signed by Henry B. Peairs, Superinten-
dent Haskell Institute, Lawrence, Kansas, for and in hehalf of
the Commissioner of Indian Atfairs and H. A. Mendenhall,
Mayor for the City of Kansas City. Approved by the Office
of Indian Affairs, April 17, 1918 by E. B. Merritt, Acting
Commissioner. '

14 Sixty-Fourth Congress, Sess. I, Crapter 488, Vol. 39, bE. 544,
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PLACE: Near 23rd and Washington, Kansas City, Kan.
TIME: April, 1844.
EVENT: The Church in the Wilderness,

The first Mission ever founded by the Methodist Iipiscopal
Churcl in the world was that at Upper Sandusky, Ohio, in the
Wyandot Nation in 1816, It was Dhoth church and school,
Most of the Wyandots who came to Kansas were educated there.
[t not only brought the gospel and the school to the Wyandots,
but it also gave them a traming in agriculture that placed them
far in the lead of all the “emigrant” tribes. The improve-
ments on the Mission farm were appraised at $3,000. \When
the Wyandots decided to move, in 1843, fifteen hundred dol-
lars of this appraisal was expended by the Missionary for a
parsonage m the new land ane the remainder was paid over into
the church funds. (1)

The Wyandot Church was erected in 1824 by the U. S. Gov-
triment at a cost of $1,333. A ‘school house, and a farm, one
mile square, was government property and a Mission was sup-
plied there by the Methodist Church. When the territory was
sold the preparations for the departure centered argund the
church and there was an affectionate farewell full of pathetic
interest. Grey Lves, in behalf of his People, bade an aifection-
ate farewell to the concourse of white people present. In a
pathetic manner he discoursex upon all of the familiar scenes
of a home no longer theirs and with mourniul voice he hade
farewell to graves of ancestors, which they were about to Jeave
forever. Ile closed his valedictory wwith allusion 1o an object
that was yet dearest to them —the church where they had wor-
shipped. At the conclusion of Grey Eye’s address, the fare-
wells were spoken, and then began the forming of the wagon
tramm; the Indian chiefs on horseback, and hundreds following
on foot, began the long march, and on the seventh day they
reached the wharf at Cincinnati and here they took boats for
their new home. (2)

1. "When the Wyandots ceded their Ohio lands 1o the Unitéd States
Government tie improveinents of this mission farm were appralged gt
$5,000. Under a treaty stipulation and_the money paid by the Govern-
ment to the treasurer of the Methodlst Episeopail church, excepting $1.500
expended by the missionary whe accompanied the Wynandots when they
moved in 1{13 from QOnhio to this state then Indian territory in o parson.
age near to my home in Wyandot Jjtan. By an unjust stipulation of the
Wyandot treaty of 1555, this parsonage wns alienated to the Methodist
Episcopal church South, a griéf to me who remembered how my father
and other misslonaries haa toiled to make that mission furm.”” Pound
among the Luey 3. Armsirong DaPers.

2. Kansas City Kansan, June 4, 1929,
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Just as the fabled Trojans, when escaping from their ruined
city, carried with them their hpusehold gods, so the Wyandots,
700 strong, carried with them their Methodist Church organi.
zation as they journey to the new land they were to possess.
How they brought this organizaticn with them is told by Lucy
B. Armstrong:

“\Vhen they moved to this country there were 200
church members in a population of 700 Wrandots.
This I have in an affidavit made by the Rev. James
Wheeler, who was their missionary seven years and
came with them to the West. Yes! Two hutdred
generally faithful and $piritual church imembers, all in
the habit of attending prayer meetings and class meet-

ings. There were five classes and nine class teachers.
Two lccal preachers, cne of them Rev. Iisquire Grey
Eyes, an ordained deacon, and seven class exhorters,
and whether a missionary was with them or not, two
public services and all the class meetings were held
every Sabbath and prayer meeting every Wednesday
night and preaching, cr two exhortions every Friday
night. These meetings were kept up as they moved
to this ccuntry, cn the route, and while they were en-
camped on the land between the Kansas river and the
Missour: state line, waiting for almost three months
to know where was to be their new home, and all this
notwithstanding that many of them were sick.”

Wken the Wyandots reached the Kansas border they found
that the Government, as usual in its dealing with the Indians,
had failed in its treaty stipulation. There was no land for the
Wyandots and as far as the record now shows there was no
effcrt on the part of the Government to carry out its treaty
agreements. The tongue of land lying hetween the Kansas river
and the Missouri state line was Government land and here the
Wyandots made camp, spending the summer and fall in tents,
a mode of life to which they were not accustomed. By Decem-
ber, 1843. their negotiations with the Delawares had been com-
pleted and the Wyandots became the owners, by purchase and
gift from the Delawares, of thirty-nine secticns of land be-
tween the fork of the Kansas and Missouri rivers. Here they
began to build their houses and simultaneous with it the huild-
ing of a church. The story of this church in the wilderness is told

by Mrs. Armstrong: (4)

3. Found among the Lucy B. Armstrong papers.
4. Wyandoite Gazette, Deec. 29, 1870, -
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“LEsquire Grey Eves, an ordained local preacher, a
good speaker, was the niost active and zealous of their
preachers and exhorters, and though net at all educated,
was very useful and influential. At the close of one
of the meetings in January, 1844, he said to some of
the brethren, ‘I want to build a Ineeting house.” Said
one, ‘You have no house for yourself yet,” for he was
living in camp. ‘T want a house for my soul first,’
he replied, and he persuaded the men of the nation,
whether church or not, to meet tcgether in the woods,
cut down trees, hew logs, and haul theim to a place near
Mr. Kerr's present residence. (5} The United Stateg

THE FIRSY WYANDOT CHURCH.

Building a1 Upper Bandushky, Ohio, where the Wyandots worshipped
before ecoming o Kansas, The organization which met in this chureh
was transplanted to Kansas. (Courtesy Kansas City IKansan.)

Government had not paid the Wyandots for their
homes in Ohio, and they had no money to pay for
lumber or work; so they made clapboards for the roof
and puncheons for the floor and seats. In the latter
part of April we worshipped in the house, the minister
standing on a strip of the floor laid at the opposite
end of the building from the door, and the people
sitting on sleepers not yet covered. On the first Sab-
bath in June the first quarterly meeting in the terri-

6. The Kerr residence in 1870 stood at what is now 2300 Washing-
ton Boulevard.
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tory, for the Wyandots, was heid in the house, it
being finished. Those were haleyon days. Though
we heard not ‘the sound of the church bell,’ our ears
were not pained, nor our hearts grieved by the sound
of the axe or gun on the Sabbath. Though our
church was rude and the seats uncomiortable, yet they
were always well filled with worshippers and God
was there.’”

The log church was used until 1847 when a brick church was
erected on what is now known as the Mary A. Grindrod tract.
near Tenth and Walker. The money was raised by subscrip-
tion. The Wyandot Council appropriated $300.00, out of the
National annuity. Governor Walker, in an aifidavit made in
1801, (7) says, “Our neighbors over in Missouri subscribed
liberally.” The last mention of the old log church that has
been found is in the diary of Gov. Walker, under date of No-
vember 30, 1847:—“The Council met today. Adjourned at
4 o'clock, p. m. to meet the National Assembly at the old church.
Under date of December 20, 1847, Governor Walker writes :—
“Rev. L. B. Stateler preached. Then a subscription was op-
ened for the finishing (of) the church and subscriptions were
liberal.”

The division of the Methodist Church over the subject of
slavery brought its troubles to the Wyandot church. The In-
dian Mission conference, to which this cliurch was attached.
helonged to the Methodist Episcopal Church South and the
missionary, Rev. L. T. Perry, who now came to the church,
had his appointment from that conference. The majority of
the church nmembership were not in favor of the church South.
For a time Rev. Peery kept the church record in the name of
the Methodist Episcopal Church but the inevitable break came
and Rev. Peery proceeded to organize the Methodist IEpiscopal
Church South. Sixty-five members of the church body went
into the new orgamization. This left ninety-five members who
adherred to to the Methodist Episcopal Church. Some of those
who went with the new church later returned to the old church.

The church trouble reached the point where it became a mat-
ter of national concern and a convention of the Wyandot Nation
was called to deliberate. The only record we have of this con-
vention is in the diary of Governor Walker :— '

“August 30, 1848. Sent for S. Armstrong for con-
sultation about the schism (and the) cantankerous

Rev. Wheeler.
Found among the Lucy B, Armatrong papers
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capers of the aholitionists. Appointed Friday, Sept. 1
‘or a National convention at the camp grounds for the
tliscussion of the question, North or South "

“Sept. 1st. Pursuant to notice the Nation assem-
Lled at the camp ground and at 12 o’clock proceeded to
orgamize by the appointment of Jaines Washington,
President and John Hicks, Senior Vice President; and
W. Walker, Secretary. The object (of the Conven-
tion) being to determine whether the Nation will de-
clare for the Southern division of the M. E. Churceh,
ur the Northern. After an animmuted discussion by
S. Armstrong, W. Walker, M. R. Walker, J. D,
Brown, F. A Hicks, David Young and others in favor
of the South, and J. M. Armstrong, G. I. Clark, Esq.
Grey Eves in favor of the North, a preantble and reso-

THE WYANDOT LOG CHURCH.

From a drawing by w. 1. Honnell trom deseriplions given by those
who had geen the old iog ehureh. ,

lution (were) adopted by which the Nation declared
for the South.”

“Sept. 7. Today the church members were to as-
serible at the new brick church to vote on the question
“North or South” but unfortunately the members
refused to attend, and so ended the affair. A rather
severe rebuke to the agitators.” (Provisional Govern-
ment pages 260-61).

The official hoard of the original church in July 1848 peti-
tioned the Ohio conference for a missionary and Rev. James
Gurley was sent to them. Gov. Walker, who was VETy pro-
nounced in his dislike of the adlierents of the old church, wrote
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in his diary, under date of December 1, 1848 —(8) “Mr. James
Gurley, the preacher sent by the Ohio annual conference to
preach abolitionism to the Wyandots, has just arrived. Sg I
suppose we are to have religious dissensions in full fruition.”

The adherents of the new church, though numerically less
than the adherents to the old church, took possession of the
brick church and the adherents of the old organization were
forced to withdraw from the building. The Indian agent, a
man named Hewitt, ordered Rev. Gurley out of the territory
which crder he gbeved. For this, and other ntisdeeds, the Agem
was removed,

WASBHINGTON AVENUE CHURCEH.

The $250,000 structure at Saventh and Washington, gdescendant and
successor te ithe "“Church in the Wilderness.' °

In Janvary and February, 1849, the old church held a re-
vival. From the converts at this revival, and the return of some
of those who had gone with the new church, the church mem-
bership in March, 1849, numbered 130. (9) For a time this
congregation worshipped in dwelling houses and then it built
a log church a couple of miles to the northwest of the brick

8. The Provisional Government, pg. 268.
‘%, Found among the Lucy B. Armstrong pabers.
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church. On the night of April 8 1856, both the brick church
and the log church were burned by incendiaries,

Among the papers left by Lucy B. Armstrong there are two
affidavits that are interesting sidelights cn this pre-war church
tragedy. QOne is by Governor William Waiker as follows . —

(10)

“This division brought on a considerable of djs-
sension among the members of the church increased by
influences from abroad; some adhered South and some
North; this becanie so intense it diffused itself anong
Wyandots who were not metnbers of the church, there-
by increasing the intensity of the controversy. A por-
tion of the official members petitioned the Chio an-
nual conference to send them a preacher, which that
conference did in the person of Rev. James Gourley ;
this, as was to he expected, instead of allaying, only
increased the turmoil. The bitterness of the contro-
versy, spreading among the disorderly and immoral,
religious meetings could not be held without serious
annoyance and disturbance. 1In this state of affairs
the Indian Agent, deeming Mr. Gourley's operations
a moving cause of these disorders, ordered him to leave
the Wyandot territory, which order he obeyed. That
portion of the membership that adhered to the North-
ern organization then erected gz log church about two
miles west of of the new brick church casting, as near
as affiant can judge, between five and six hundred dol-
lars; that some time in April, 1856, both the log and
brick churches were burned to a heap of ruins by per-
sons to affiant unknown: The cost of the brick
church, with its seats, lights and other fixtures, affiant
thinks could not have been less than $2,500."

The other affidavit is signed by seven persons and reads
as follows:—(11)

“That through the influence of the United States
agent to the Wyandotts, and one or two pro-slavery
men, the church membership was divided in 1848,
ahout sixtyfive members seceding from the Methodist
Episcopal church and uniting with the church South,
while the remainder, amounting to about ninety-five
members adhered to the old organization and the Me-

10. S8waorn to before Stephen A, Cobb, Notary., Jan. 14. 1861,

11. Signed by John D. Brown. Matthew Mudeater. I. W. Brown, W. M.
Johnson, John garrahass. Jacob Whitscrow and Ed. T. Vedder and sworn
to before A, D, Bartlett, Notary, May 12, 1866.
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thodist Tpiscopal churck That whenever the mission-
aries of the Methodist FEpiscopal church attempted.
to hold services in the said church, the services were
distirbed and intérrupted by persons, who were in-
fluenced hy the said oppouents of the Methodist
Fpiscopal church. who threw stones and other 1uis-
siles against the building ; that for the sake of peace the

SEVENTH STREET METHODIST KPISCOPAL CHURCH. SOUTH,

A deseendant from {he Wyandot Church in Ohio.

members of the Methodist Episcopal church ceased to
hold their meetings in the brick church for the time le-
ing, hoping that with a change in the admimstration
of the United States Government and the appoint-
ment of a new United States agent to the Wyandotts,
a different and more peaceable state of affairs would
be ushered in, when they could peacefully re-enter
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the church and regain the parsonage which had been
taken possession of by the issionary of the church
South. That after that the United States agent ex-
pelied the missionary of the Methodist Episcopal
church from the territory, though he had given no
cause for his exptlision; that for some time the nem-
bers of the Methodist Episcopal church held their
meetings in dwelling houses and grounds; that subse-
quently they built a log church with their own hands
about two miles away from the brick church and wor-
shipped in it; that after the organization of the Ter-
ritory of Kansas, the difficulties were augmented by
the location of the Sur evor Greneral’s of fice for Kap-
sas and Nebraska on the present site of \Vyandotte
city; that the clerks in the said office were generally
dissipated and that they caused 2 grog shop to he
opened near their office which very much increased
the state of lawlessness which had previously obtaine
in the neighborhood; that neither property nor life
was secure; that on the evening and night of the 8th
of April, 1856, both the brick and the log churches
were burned down by incendiaries to us unknown;
that we helieve that this state of soctety was brought
about by the United States Indian Agents and other
Govertiment officers who fostered a spirit of persecu-
tion against all anti-slavery churches and persons; that
the said brick church at the time of jts destruction was
worth $3,000; and that the log church and its con-
tents were worth $1,500; that the Wrandots now
have no chqrch, and are too poor to build one; and
that their gravevards need strong and substantial
enclosures which they are unable to build; and that
thev worship in dwelling houses.”

Claims were presented to.Congress by the M. E. Church for
the value of both of these buildings, the ciaim being that the
destruction ‘was due to the failure of the government to pro-
tect the Wyandofs under their treaty. The effort to collect
was unsuccéssful.

Before the byrning of the two churches the 1855 treaty
had been mage which gave two acres of land to each branch of
the church. These allotments, when completed, gave to the
Methodist Episcopal church the two acres where the log church
had stood and to the church South the two acres where the
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brick church had stood. (12) Neither church ever rebuilt on
these allotments. Before its log church burned, however, the
Methodist Episcopal church had converted a part of its prop-
erty into a cemetery and this remains as the historic “Old Quin-
daro Burial Ground.” Several times the Methodist Episcopal
descendants of the “Church in the Wilderness” have erected
new and more substantial church homes, the last being the

%‘ I —— P ——

LUCY B. ARMSTRONG.

The one oputstanding woman of the Wyandot Nation. She wus the
daughter of the Missionary  and the wife of John M. Armstrong. She is
buried in the Old Quindaro Cemetery.

heautiful structure at Seventh and Washington known as the
Washington Avenue Church.

The adherents to the church South made no effort to rebuild
on the site of the brick church.

12. TReservations under Second Article of Treaty: "283 Methodist
Church. Commencing at the SE corner of the SW1 of SWI1; of Sec. 31
T. 10 S.. R. 25 E.: thence North 26-2/3 poles: thence East 12 poles: thence
South 26-2/3 poles; thence West 12 poles to beginning, contalning 2 acres.”

"'284 Metivodist Epis. Church South. Commencing 46 poles North of
the SW cor. of the SEY of the NEW of Sec. 4 T. 11 8, R. 25 E.; thence
North 17 polea 22% links: thence Fast 17 poles 221% links; thence Seouth

17 poles 22% links; thencée West 17 poles 2214 links lo the Dbeginning.
Containing 2 aecres”
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The land later passed to the Grindrod family and a building
was erected on it that for years was used as g detention home
by Wyandotte county. The foundation walls of the old church
are said to have formed a part of the foundation for this buijld-
ing.

A new site for a church was secured from Mr. and Mrs.
Hiram Northrup at the Northwest corner of the National cem-
etery. A frame building, called the white church, was com-
menced and completed in the winter of 1855-57. The
church did not receive a deed to the property, however, until
Dec. 31, 1860. The city of Wyandotte had been platted in the
meantime and the church property occupied the corner of ITuron
Place, hounded on the north by Minnescta avenue amd on the
west by Seventh street.  (13)

The work of the church South was practically suspended
during the Civil war. Tt was revived again in 1867. (14)
About the year 1870 a brick church was commenced om the
same lot at Seventh and Minnesota. This building was put in
condition for occupancy but was never cormipleted or dedicated.
It stood about fifteen feet ahove the street and was described
as follows: —“The church at Huron Place was 64 by 8o feet,
walls 20 feet high, ceilings 35 feet in center. An alcove was in
one end for the pulpit: a tower at each corer of the other end
with a large vestibule between the towers. The first floor of
one of the towers was used for a pastor’s study, and the other
for ccal bin. There was one room in the building which was
quite roomy but not very convenient; the building was never
finished and had been condetnned and tied together with huge
iron rods for years before we ceased to use it." [15)

For several vears it was rented to Wyandotte county for a
court room. (16) It was only abandoned for this purpose
when the county moved into the new court house on the op-
posite corner of Seventh and Minnesota.

In 1886 a new church site was secured at the corner of Seventh
and Nebraska. The old church site was sold on March 30,
1887 for $25,000. The materials in the old church were re-
served and used in the buildin g on the new site. The new church
and parsonage, when completed, cost $24.000. The new church
was dedicated June 17. 1888 and became known officially as the
Seventh Street Church. (17)

12, Historv of the Seventh Street Methodist Chureh South, pg. 24,
14. bid, pe. 36
15. Ibld, pgs. 8-48.

16, Ibid, pg. 43.

17. Ibid, pgs. 45-46.
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Thus the two descendants of the “Church in the Wilderness,”
after years of trials and tribulations, came at last to he housed.
within a couple of blocks of each other, on the “Seventh Street
Trafficway.”



HISTORIC SPOTS NUMBER TWENTY-TWO

PLACE; 4th and State, Kansas City, Kan.
TIMI:: The Year 1844
EVENTS: T “The Wyandot Capitol,
IT  The First I'ree School in Kansas,
IIT The First Sunday School.
IV. The Provisiona] Government,

. THE WYANDOT COUNCIL HOUSE.

The Wyandot Nation was all that the word nation implies,
Its government can he described as a representative democracy.
A council was elected annually which performed all the func-
tions of government—legislative, executive and judicial. Tt made
the taws; hired and fired those who were to execute them ; de-

THE SBEAL OF THR WYANDOTS.

Official documents of the Wyandot Nation were authenticated with
the seal of Willlam Waltker, head chief or the Nation and afterwards
Provisional Governor, . The gmeal was slightly smaliler than w ailver
quarter. It bore ihe symbol of the big turtie g¢lan of which Walker was
a member. Now in the nossession of Mrs, Lillian Hale, n niece of William
Walker,

cided disputes; granted divorces; punished for breaches of the
peace; and tried, condemued and execited for murder. When
any question out of the ordinary came up a Convention of the
Nation was called and in this all the adult members of the Tribe,
male and female, participated.

The Council held regular weekly nieetings and special meet-
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mgs whenever needed. At first, after coming to Kansas, it
seemingly had no fixed place of meeting. Gov. Walker in his
diary, records with a good deal of regularity the times and
places of the meetings of the Council. Sometimes they were
at the school house, sometinies at the church, scmetimes at the
company store, and often at the homes of the various mem-
bers. He first speaks of the Council House under date of
Dec. 4th, 1851:—"Attended meeting at thé Council House.
A little over thirty attended. Not a quorum.”

From this time on all reference to the Council meetings in
this diary are at the Council House. School closed in the old
building in the spring of 1852, so we have the approximate
time when the Council took over the school house building and
made 1t the seat of government. Omne of the speakers at the
25th Anniversary of the founding of Wyandotte City was Dr.
J. P. Root. In speaking of Wyandotte as he first knew it in
1850, he said :—

The Council House of the Nation was located about sixty
feet north of the present northeast corner of Kansas Avenue
and Fourth street” (1)

The building, which eventually hecame the Council House of
the Wyandot Nation, was built for a school house, the money
coming from the school fund of the Nation, secured to the
Wyandots by the treaty of March, 1842. (2) It was built
in 1844 by J. M. Armstrong. It was a frame building with
double doors.

Russell B. Garrett, who was one of the delegates to the con-
vention which organized the Provisional Govermment, says in
his letters: (4)

“The building in which the Convention was held
was a little one-story, frame building, built and used
for a school house and a Council House. It stood on
what is now the center of Nebraska avenue and Fourth
street.”

Mrs. Sarah Dagnall gives the following description of the
butilding :— (5)

“I can’t tell the size. It had three windows on each
side and two in the east end, and two in the west end—
with the doors between those in the west end. T re-
member it stood that way-—east and west. It was a

Kansas Cily Journai, February N7, 1§82
Andreas. History ¢f Kansas, pg. 1228.
Wyandotte Gazette. Dec. 29, 1570.

The Provisionul Government, pg. 32, note.
Ibid.

U’l-lh B3 D
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frame building, and plastered. Always had a large
box stove, as we had only wood to burn in those days.
The furnishings were of the most common kind—
benches and commcn chairs, with one large square
table. I can remember the tahle well, because they
used to keep the money-—gold and silver—stacked up
on it during a payment time. The bulk of the money
was kept at the Agency building, across the street.
Once during a Payment a box containing $1,000 was
stolen, they Supposed—never was found——so we were
short that much.”

That it was built in the woods and was surrounded by hazel
and alder brush e knew from Gov, Walker’s diary. Under
date of Aug. § 1846, he wrote:

“Five of us assembled at the school house to clear
up the grounds by grubbing the hazel and alder hrush,
hauling away tree tops thrown down by the tornado
and fixing seats for our appreaching “green corn
feast” and “barbecye.”

In the call for the electicn undet the proposed Topeka Con-
stitution Wyandot precinct, at the Couneil House in Wyandot
City is designated as a voting place. (6) '

After the Wyandots had made their treaty with the Govern-
ment in 1855 whereby they were to have their lands in sev-
eralty, they hegan to close up the affairs of the Nation and to
dispose of the commen property.  Two extracts from the Jour-
nal of the Council show the disposition of the Council House.

"October 14. 1856. The first business Defore the
Chiefs was a discussion talcen by the appointing [s-
quire Ladd and Mr. Patterson to appraise the public
property in Wyandett City consisting of Council
House, Dwelling house and j2il and blacksmith shop
tools—and furthermore they Lave decided to let Silas
Armstrong have the Council House on proper con-
dition of his putting the building in good repair for
the use of the Council.”

06k 2y WBEA “The Chusiell Tas decided to sell
the public buildings in Wyandott City for the amount
of the appraisement made by Lsquire Ladd and Mr.
Patterson.”

“The dwelling house was appraised at three hun-
dred dollars and fifty cents and the Council house at

8. Report of Speclal Committee to Investigate Troubles jp Xansas;
No. 200, 34th Congress, pg. 39.
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seventy-five dollars and the jail at forty-five dollars.
The dwelling house was sold to Tsaac W. Brown for
$312.50, payable one-half at the first paymient and
the other half at the next following payment. Silas
Armstrong bought the Council house and jail for
$120.00, payable half at the first payment and the
other half at the next following pavment. All as per
their several notes of hand.” (7)

Thus the Capitol of the Wyandot Nation passed from its
control. Writing in 1870, Mrs. Armstrong speaks of the build-
g as “occupied lately as a carpenter shop.” (8) Like some
other early day Capitols in Kansas, nothing remains of its for-
mer greatness save Ineniories.

II. THE FIRST FREE SCHOOL IN KANSAS.

On July 1st, 1844, John AL Armstrong opened the first free
school in Kansas, in the frame building in the woods, now
described as the east side of Fourth street, hetween State and
Nebraska avenue, Kansas City, Kansas. The expense of the
building had been met out of the School funds secured to the
Wyandot Nation by the treaty of March, 1842. (9)

The school was managed by Directors appointed by the Wy-
andot Council, whose members were elected annually by the
members of the Nation. White children were admitted free.
(ro) J. M. Armstrong was a lawyer, but there was no demand
for his services at that time, and so he became the first teacher
in the school. He taught the school wntil 1845 wheu he went
to Washington as the representative of the Wyandot Nation
to look after their claims. Rev. Mr. Cramer, the Methodist
minister, succeeded him. He was followed by Robert Robit-
aille, one of the chiefs of the Nation. (11) Governor Walk-
er's diary for March 3, 1846, reads:—“Council today. Direc-
tors employed Mr. Robitaille to take charge of Mr. Kramer’s
school.”

The next teacher was Rev. R. Parrott of Indiana. Mrs.
Lucy B. Armstrong taught the school from December, 1847 to
March, 1848 Miss Anna H. Ladd, who canle to the terri-
tory with the Armstrongs, followed. Then catme Mr. and Mrs.

7. Journal of the Wyandot Council now in Hbrarv of the State His.
torical Society.
Wyandotte Gazette, Dec. 28, 1870.
9. Andreas, History of Kansas, pg, 1228
1¢.  TIbid.
11. Ihid.
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Arwistrong again.  Mrs, Armstrong was teaching the school
when her husband died in April, 1852 at Mansfield, Ohio,
while on his way to Washington to Prosecute the claims of the
Wyandots.

The school was closed in the old building April 16, 1852
-and was resumed later jn Mys, Armstrong’s dining rocm. The
next winter it was removed to the Methodist Episcopal church
three guarters of a mile west of Mrs, Armstrong’s home, and
was continued there until the church was destroyed by incen-
diaries April 8, 1856. (12)

The school system, thus started, was expanded by the Wy-
andots and before their trihal government ceased to function
there were four school districts in the Nation managed by the
Directors appointed by the Council.

UL THE FIRST SUNDAY SCHOOL..

Among the papers of Lucy B. Arinstrong is one that tells the
story of the fjrst Sunday School. We give it in full:

“The first Sabbath school organized in Wvandot was in June,
1847, through the instrumentzility of Miss Martha Bigelow, a
daughter of Rev. Russell Bigelow, a former missionary to the
Wyandot Indians, and Miss Hester A, Zane, a member of the
Wyandot nation. These young ladies collecte( money for gz
library by subscription and had a library purchased by the Me-
thodist Book Concern in Cincinnati, and a Sabbath school was
orgapized in the first school house built in Wyandot in 1844,
afterwards known as the Council House, near Fourth street,
east side, hetween Kansas and Nebraska avenues, The super-
intendent was the Rev. R. M. Parrot of Indiana, then teacher
of the school taught in tlie school house; Secretary, J. M. Arm-
strong; teachers J. M. Armstrong, Lucy B. Armstrong, Martha
Bigelow, Hester A. Zane, Martha R. Walker, Irwin F. Lighs
and one or two others. The next November the Sunday school
was moved to a brick church just completed, half a mile west of
the school house and J. M. Armstrong was the superintencent
from that time until his death in 1852, This schoo] was moved
from place to place, being held in four different church build-
ings and two school houses and one dwelling house since jts
orgamization, but it never went entirely down, though suspended

12. Ibed.
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the latter part of 1856, and the first months of the war, during
the absence of the superintendent who succeeded Mr. Arm-

strong.”
IV. THE PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT.

One of the most interesting chapters in Kansas history has
to do with the organization of the Provisicnal Government for
the Territory of Nebraska, which was made at the Wyandot
Council House on July 26, 1853. The Wyandots were the
most civilized of all the Indian tribes that came to Kansas.
They had followed the practice of adopting white captives into
their tribe so long that when they came to Kansas in 1843 it is
said there was not a single one in the tribe who could lay claim
to being a full blood Indian. (13)

The gold find in California in 1849 brought a steady stream
of people through the Indian country and demonstrated that
the great highway to the Pacific would start from the mouth of
the Kaw. The Wyandots saw that along this highway must
be settlers and that these settlers must live on Indian lands.
They knew that the white man not only wanted their lands
but that he wculd get them. To enhance the value of their
lands then, it was necessary that white men should be given
the liberty of settling in their vicinity, and so the Wyandots
moved in the matter of securing a territcrial government. On
the 12th of October, 1852, an election was held at the Wyan-
dot Council House and Abelard Guthrie was elected as a
delegate to Congress from Nebraska Territory. There were 35
votes cast and Mr. Guthrie received them all. (14)

In a statement made in writing at a later date con
cerning this matter, Governor William Walker said:

“The first movement looking to an organization of
this Territory was made in 1845. Senator Douglas,
then Chairman on Territories, reported a Bill for that
purpose; but the measure not meeting with much favor
with the Senate, was laid aside and but little more said
about the measure till the summer of 1852, when a
few daring and resolute spirits in the Wyandot nation
determined on making a demonstration in favor of its
organization, by concerting measures for holding an
election for a delegate to Congress. But a serious

13. Kansas Historical Collections, Vol. XV, pgs. 93, 184, 185,
14. Diary of Gov. Walker, Oct. 12, 1852,
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question at home had to be solved Who would go,
if elected, and run the risk of having to pay his own
expenses to, at and from Washington, as it was ex-
tremely doubtful whether the delegate so clected would
be admitted to a seat. Mr. A. G (Abelard) Guthrie,
a man of talents and some experience in public life,
having done the state some service, in other respon-
sible positions, offered his services and was duly elec-
ted amidst the opposition of Government officials, the
military, especially.”

WILLIAM WALKEL.

Head Chlef of the Wyandots and Provisional Governor of the Terri-
tory of Nebraska.

At the instance of Senator Atchison, Mr. Guthrie was threat-
ened with arrest by the officers at Fort Leavenworth for an
attempt at” “revolution.” This threat he disregarded. Seeing
that Guthrie was not to he intimidated, it was determined to have
d new election for delegate to Congress, to be held at the Fort
Guthrie stood for delegate in this clection, and he defeated the
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military candidate by a vote of 34 to 16. Opposition to Guthrie at
home then ceased, but it was revived at Washington when he
appeared there.

Mr. Guthrie presented his credentials to Congress upon his
arrival in Washington, but that body refused to recognize him
as a delegate, but his arrival started an agitation which forced
the question of the organization of the territory to the [ront, so
he accomplished something by his mission.

Encouraged by what had heen accomplished the Wyandots
determined to try again and so called a convention to meet
at the Council House at the time of the Green Corn Feast to
organize a provisional government. The date was fixed for
August gth, 1853. The other tribes, and the white men in the
government employ, were notified of the proposed meeting.
The Benton democracy, over in Missouri, determined that the
provisional government when made should be in the interests of
the Benton scheme for a transcontinental railroad and so took
time by the forelock and called a railroad convention to meet
at the Wyandot Council House July 26th. (15) Governor
Walker’s diary is the only written report of that convention.
He says:—

“July 26, 1853. At noon a messenger was sent for
me to attend the Railroad convention. I saddled my
horse and rode up to the Wyandott Council House,
where I found a large collection of the habitant of
Nebraska.”

“The meeting, was called to order and organized by
the appointment of Wm. P. Birney of Delaware, presi-
dent, and Wm. Walker. Sec’y. A committee was then
appointed to prepare resolutions expressive of the sense
of the meeting. James Findley, Dyer, and Silas
Armstrong were appointed.”

Mr. Dyer, it seems, had come prepared for just such an em-
ergency and so he was given the right of way.

The preambie to the resolutions sets out that it is the will of
the people of the United States that the Mississippi valley and
the Pacific ocean should be connected by a railroad and then sets
out some of the principles that should be followed in its con-

struction. (17)
The first resolution declared that the central route embraces

15, Xansas Historical Collections., Vol VII, pg. 102,
1f. The Provisiona! Government, pg. 27.
17. Kansas Historical Collections, Vol. VIT, pg, 107.
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all the advantages and affords all the facilities necessary to the
successful prosecution of the great enterprise.

The second resolution declared against the policy of giving
grants of land to a corporation for the building of railroads or
for any other purpose.

The third resolution cordially approved of the Thomas H.
Benton plan for a railway.

The fourth resolution regretted the failure of the passage of
the bill to organize Nebraska territory and called on Congress
for its earliest possible passage.

The fifth resolution was expressive of grateful acknowledge-
ment of the Hon. Thomas 1. Benton and the Hon. Willard
P. Hall, for their senerous and patriotic exerlions in support
of the rights and interests of the territory.

The sixth resolution declared against taxation without rep-
resentation and calied upon the citizens of Nebraska to meet in
their respective precincts on the second Tuesdav in Qctoher and
elect a delegate to represent them.

The seventh resolution provided that the Convention appoint
a Provisional Governor, a Provisional Secretary of State. and
a Council of three Persons, and that all election returns| be made
to the Sccretary of State and by him opened and the votes
counted in the presence of the Gon ermor and Council on the
second Tuesday in November next and that a certificate of
election be issued by them to the persons having the largest num-
ber of votes.

Up to this point the resolutions are written in the same
hand writing, which is presumed to be that of M. Dyer, who
was the chairman of the resolutions committee. There is some
evidence to show that they were prepared somme days in advance
of the Convention,

The next resolution is in the handwriting of Gov. Walker.
It declared that while we earnestly desire to see this territory
organized, and become the home of the white man, we as earn-
estly disclaim all intention or desire to infringe upon the rights
of the Indians holding lands within the houndaries of the ter-
ritory,

The next two resolutions are in the handwriting of Abelard
Guthrie. They declared that the people of Nebraska Territorv
were not unmindful of the services rendered by their late dele-
gate to Congress, the Ton. Abelard Guthrie, tendered to him
their sincere thanks and profound gratitude, and declared in
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favor of the convention nominating a suitable person to rep-
resent Nebraska in the 33rd Congress. (18)

To quote from Gov. Walker's diary again —

“In accordance with the resolutions adopted, the fol-
lowing officers were elected as a provisional govern-
ment for the territory: TFor provisional governor,
William Walker ; Secretary of the territorv, G. 1.
Clark; councilmen, R. C. Miller, Isaac Mundy and M.

R. Walker.”

“A. Guthrie, late delegate, was nominated as the
candidate for re-election. Adjourned.”

“Saturday—Well hy action of the convention Tues-
day last I was elected Provisional Governor of this ter-
ritory. The first executive act devolving upon me is, to
isste a proclamation ordering an election to be held in
the different precincts of one delegate to the 33rd Con-
gress.”

“Monday, August 1, 1843. Issued my preclamation
for holding an election in the different precincts in
the territory on the second Tuesday in October, for
one delegate to the 33rd Congress.”

The anti-Benton democracy of Missouri concluded to take the
delegateship of Nebraska territory away from the Benton fol-
lowers and so brought out Rev. Themas Jolmson of the Shaw-
nee Manuel school as an opposing. candidate. (19} Gov. Wal-
ker says:—

“Tuesday, Oct. 11, 1853. Attended the election
for delegate to Congress, for Wyandott precinct.
Fifty-one votes. only were polled. ~A. Guthrie, Ba
Tom Johnson, 18."

“The priesthood of the M. E. church made unus-
ual exertions to obtain a majority for their holy bro-
ther. Amidst the exertions of their obsequious toots
it was apparent it was an uphill place of husiness in
Wyandott.”

“Monday, Oct. 31, 1853. 1 suppose we may safely
set down Tom Johnson's election for delegate as cer-
tain. It is not at all surprising when we look at the
fearful odds hetween the opposing candidates. Mr.
Guthrie had only his personal friends to support him
with their votes and influence, while the former had
the whole power of the Federal government, the pres-

18. Ibid, pg. 37T
19. Thid.
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ence and active support of the Commissioner of In-
dian affairs, the military, the Tadian Agents, Mission-
aries, Indian traders, etc. A combined power that is
irresistable,”

The Territorial Council canvassed the returns and issued
a certificate of election to Mr. Johnson, who went to Wash-
ington and asked for a seat as a delegate. Mr. Guthrie con-
tested on the ground of frand Angther Jehnson from Towa

SITE WYANDOT COUNCIL HOUSE.

Here at d4th and State, Kansas City, Kansas, the Wyandots met.
Here the first free school in Kansas was opened. Here the Provisional
Government was formen.

brought a delegation to Nebraska City and their votes were
cast for him.  He, too, asked for g seat in Congress, The
House refused to recognize any of the contestants, ‘hut the
battle was on and out of it grew the Douglas bill for the or-
ganization of the two territories of Kansas and Nebraska which
President Pierce signed May 30, 1854. (20)

20 1bid, pg. 41,
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The duties of the Provisional Government seem to have been
finished when it gave' Mr. Johnson his certificate as a delegate
to the 33rd Congress, hut although its days may have heen
few it succeeded in putting Kansas on the map. The net results
of this movement were well summed up by W. . Connelley, as
follows: NP

Now, what did the movenent started here by Abelard Guthrie
and supported by the Wyandot Nation do?

It forced the hand of the slave-power,

It forced the slave-power to release its deadly hold on Kansas
—free territory hy the Missouri Compromise.

It forced the organization of Kansas and Nebraska Terri-
tories,

It precipitated the final conflict between freedont and slav-
Cry.

Tt cansed the defeat of slavery in the new territory of Karsas.
Its defeat here caused its overthrow in America.

It caused the formation of the Republican party.

In fact. the movement started here in Old Kansas—Kansas
City, Kansas—changed the destiny of this Nation.



HISTORIC SPOTS NUMBER TWENTY-THREE

PLACE:  Sec 10, T. 11, R. 23, Wyandotte Co., Kansas,
TIME - The Year 1848

EVENT:  The Pratt Mission.

For twenty years the Rev. John G. Pratt conducted a hoard-
ing school for the Delaware Indians, under the auspices of the
American Baptist Foreign Mission Sceiety.  The site of this old
mission is ahout twelve miles west of Kansas City, Kansas in
the N. W. 34 of Section 10, Town 11, Range 23. The build-
ings were a lalf mile south of the present Reidy road.

THE PRATT MISSION.

The second Delaware Baptist Mislsion. Build in
until 1867,

1844 Functioned y
Rev. Pratt was one of the hest known of all the early day
missionaries to the Indians He was born at Hingham, Mass.,
Sept. 9. 1814 and graduated frem Andover Seminary in 1830.
He had learned the printer's trade. On March 29, 1837, he
married Olivia Evans and they started almost immediately for
the Indian Territory, where Pratt was to succeed Jotham Meek-
er, as the printer at the Shawanoe Baptist Mission. Meeker

1. Kansas Historieul Quarterly, Vol L P 94,
2k 1{9_135:1,3 Hislorical Collections, Vol. XIIL pg. 181, note.
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kept a diary and on May 11, 1837, he recorded in his terse
style—“Mr. and Mrs. Pratt arrived from Massachusetts.”
Mr. Pratt remained at the Shawnee-Mission until 1844 when
he took charge of the Stockbridge Mission near Ft. Leaven-
worth. On Nov. 19, 1843. he was ordained as a minister in
the Baptist church. He had also hecome skilled in treating the
ailments common to a frontier population, and so he hecame
teacher, preacher and doctor for the community. The Stock-
bridge Mission was abandoned in 1848 and Rev. Pratt then
came to Wyandotte county and revived or re-established the
Delaware Baptist Mission. The old mission stood on the pres-
ent site of Edwardsville. Mr. Pratt’s own story of the ab-
sorption of the old into the new was as follows:—(3)

“In 1848 I moved the bhuildings of the mission

school up to where I now live. It was a log building.
I moved the logs and put the building up in the same
form as it stood at the river. It stands now where I
then placed it. It forins the middle portion of my
house, and it is claphoarded over the logs like the other
portion of the frame huilding.” (4)
Mr. E. F. Heisler, in an issue of the Kansas City Sun, June
18, 1915, said:

“About the year 1847. the Baptists hought a frame
house, partly completed, from a Mornion elder, after
the building had stood for some time unoccupied and
not finished. The building whs fitted up and was
occupied by the Rev. J. G. Pratt as the Delaware Bap-
tist Mission. A school was established, which was
attended by the Indian children. The attendance
ranged from 30 to 75, and occasionally some of the
children of the whites, who lived among the Indians,
attended here.”

The placed was described in 1834 as follows —(5)

“The American Baptist Mission. at Brigsvale. near
Delaware Post Office, where the Rev. John G. Pratt,
aided by Miss E. S. Moore and three other female as-
sistants. taught an Indian school of some thirty chil-
dren of the Delaware tribe and carried on a small
farm of twenty acres. There was here 2 dwelling
house, church and schocl house, and a few sheds and,
outbuildings.”

2. Ibid, pe. 183, note.
4. “The center part of this building 22x22 feet, was hullt on ‘the
present site of Edwardsville Kansas City Sun, Apr. 27, 1900.
Andreas, History of Kansas, pg. 82.
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Miss Clara Gowing of Reading, Mass, who came to the
school as a teacher in 1839, described the place more in detail.
She said:— (6)

“The mission buildings consisted of five houses and
the siables. A large square house with an “L” was
cecupied by Mr. Pratt and family, the lower part heing
the family dining room; over it was a chamber and
beycnd the dining rcom was the kitchen. Part of the
house was originally a log church at the Shawnee-
Mission, and was the first Building used for worship
in the counirv., Ancther large square house was used
as a dormitory for the school. There was also a long
schoel hcuse divided by foiding doors. All these
were frame huildings facing south: a small house for-
merly used for the school hut then in use as a wash
house or Jaundry, the usual smoke house of that part
of the country, and stables built of logs, completed
the greup that was known through the territery as

i Y
D .
REV. CIIARLES JOURNEYCAKEK REV. JOHN G. PRATT
Tie Misstonary and the Chief in memory of whom the Pratt-Journey-

ake Library was founded at the Baptist Theological Seminary by Nannie
Barties, daughter-in-inw of the one and only daughier of the other.

the Baptist, or Pratt’s mission. The location was on
rising ground on the horder of the timber land and
rolling prairie. About a quarter of a mile away, on a
hill, was the chapel, a frame building, but not strong
enlough to hear the bell which had been given to the
mission. and so it was hung on a frame work in Mr,
Prati’s back vard, rung to call the meals, school and
daily worship. TIts tones were gladly beard far away,
and served the purpose of a town clock to all wwithin
its sounds.”

. Kansns Historieal Gollections, Vol, XIL bg. 183
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According to the Kansas Baptist for November, 1930, this
bell was cast in 1844 for the Baptist Mission 11ed.r Muncie
cemetery at Leavenworth. * It came with Rev. Pratt to the Del-
aware Mission in 1848. It afterwards was taken to Ottawa
University where it went through a fire which destroved the
building in which it was housed. The clapper is now in the
museum of the State University at Lawrence.

The Delawares requested the Government to set aside a part
of their annuities for educational purposes. to the amount of
$235.00 per year for each pupil in school. This was to clothe,
feed and furnish the pupil and sustain the teacher, leaving the
deficiency to he furnished hy the mission hoard. {(7)

When Miss Gowing went to the mission in 18359, Mr. Pratt
was receiving a salarv of $500.00 per vear. Previous to this
lie had received only $\oo 0o. He then received $50.00 a vear
for each Indian child in school. This was to cover clothing,
food, hooks and medicines for children that were hard on shoes
and 1eqmzcd much medicine. (8)

In the school was taught all the elementary Dbranches of an
English education, together with algebra, natural philosophy
and some acacemic branches. (g9) Pupils who completed the
course here were urged to go back east to complete their edu-
cation. Among those who were sent to Granville College in
Ohio was Nannie, the daughter of Chief Charles Jeurnevcake.
She was a quarter blood Delaware and remarkably heautiful
(10). To the same college went Rev. Pratt’s son. Lucin. Per-
haps propinquity had something to do with it, but at anv rate,
Miss Gowing's records that “during the spring vacation of 1860
Mr. Pratt’s oldest son, Lucius, married Nannie, daughter of
Charles Journeycake, There was quite a wedding in the after-
noon. The bride was dressed in white muslin, with veil and
orange blossoms, and looked very pretty. The ceremony was
followed hy an elaborate supper, the wedding supper being a
prominent feature of a white, or “strong” marriage as the
Indians termed it.” The record of this marriage in the Probate
Judge’s office reads: (12) — “I. John G. Pratt, minister of
the Gespel do hereby certify that on the 1st day of March. A. D.
1860 I solenmized the rites of marriage between Mr. Lucin B.
Pratt and Naney M. Journeycake both of the Delaware Reserve

7. Andreas, History of Kansas, pg. 1253,

8. Kansas Historical Collections. VoIl. XII, pg. 188,
9. Andreas, Hislory of INansas, pe. 1253.
0. Ibid.

11. Kansas Hislorieal Collections, Vol, XIL, pg. 187.
12. Pook 1, pe. 29,
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at the home of Charles Journeycake in said county. John G.
Pratt, Pastor of Delaware Mission church.”

Neighborhood tradition is that the Pratt family was not
overjoyed at this alliance. Be that as it may, it was through this
alliance that a lasting monument has been erected to the mem-
ory of Rev. Pratt. When the Delawarc lands were allotted,
Nannie Pratt reccived a patent to 80 acres of Wyandotte
county land. (13). After the death of her husband, Nannie
Pratt married a man named BRartles, after whom the town of
Bartlesville, Okla., was named. Just before the opening of the
Baptist Seminary at Kansas City, Mrs. Bartles started a fund
of $2,500 for a library to be a memorial of her father and
the father of her first hushand, the missionary and the chief,
to be known as the “Pratt-Journeycake Library.” In addi-
tion to this, in 1923 Mrs. Bartles deeded her 8 acres of Wy-
andotte county land as an initial gift of a fund with which to
build a fireproof huilding .to house the “Pratt-Journeycake
Library.” (14)

With the abandonment of the Stockbridge Mission, the
church voted to disband and become merged with the Mission
Church at Delaware; which was accordingly done at a meeting
held at Delaware, Aug. 12-13, 1848. Twenty-one names were
enrolled as the Delaware Church membership at that time and
John G. Pratt appears as the pastor. (15). No doubt the
place of meeting for this church was the chapel, described by
Miss Gowing. as a part of the mission buildings, that it lived
as long as the mission flourished; and that it closed down with
the mission.

Among the Pratt papers in the State [istorical Society
the following memorandum :

Exhibit of property belonging to the Delaware tribe of
Indians found upon Section 5 and 8 of T 11. S of R. 23 E.
and valued as follows to wit:

1 Council House, 22x36 2 story frame $500.00
1 Log Building 50.00 ¢
1 Frame Dwelling 16x24 1 story 200.00
I Black Smith Shop zoxzo 1 story 75.00

The date is October 26, 1866 showing the Council TTouse
did not burn down until after that tume.
The final pavment to the Delaware, before they moved to

13. The record (Book P.. pg. §24) shows this to be the 1.} of *he
I, %4 of Sectlion 4, Town 11, Range 23.

14. EBtudent Life Baptlst Theologleal Seminary. 1926-7, pgs. 13-14.

15 Kunsas Historical Quarterty. Vol. IT, pgs. 249-54.

16. Kansas Historical Collections. Vol. XII, pg. 184. note.

»
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their new home in the Indian Territory, was evidently made
by Agent Pratt at the Delaware Council house, which stood a
mile, or more, to the northwest of the Pratt mission. [t was
witnessed by Mr. Elbert S, Catlin, now (1934) a citizen of
Leavenworth. Ir writing of the event, under date of Sep:
tember 2o, 1634, Mr. Catlin said:

At the last payiment to the Delawares before they moved
to the Indian Territory, T was visiting at Major I |(Ge Frime
house and he invited me to go to the Agency building with
him to see the payment. [t was located as [ remember west of
Major Pratt’s home nearly a mile, in heavily timbered country.
The Indians were all camped in the vicinity. Merchants were
there from Leavenworth to sell them equipment needed on
their trip. Black Richards (a brether of john I, Richards) to
sell them harness. A representative of the Caldwell Wagon
Co. to sell them farmm wagons, and a number of horse dealers
to sell them horses. Being quite voung at the fime the scene
made a lasting impression upon me.”

In 1864, Mr. Pratt was appointed U. S. Indian agent to the
Delawares, serving in that capacity until the tribe moved to the
Indian Territory in 1867-68. (16). A part of the land on
which the mission was located was patented to Mr. Pratt and
here he continued to reside the remainder of his life. esteened
and respected by afl. He died April 23, 1900.



HISTORIC SPOTS NUMBER TWENTY-FOUR

PLACE: Intersecticn Lcuisa Smith and Paralle] Roads
TIME: January, 1852,
EVENT: First Burial in Old Quindaro Cemetery.

When the Methodist Cliureh split on the slavery question
it brought trouble to the church in Wyandot. The church that
the Wyandot’s had brought from Ohio, when the Nation
moved to Kansas, was split in twain. Two separate organiza-
tions were maintained and two church buildings were erected.
The adherents of the Methodist Episcopal church, or the church
North, being shut out of the brick church, built before the split,
built a log church just nortlt and east of the present junction of
the Parallel and Louisa Smith roads, and witlin the territory
that was afterwards incorporated as Quindaro. It was known
as the log church to distingwsh it from the brick church which
was in possession of the church South.

By the treaty of 1855 the Wyandott Naticn reserved two
acres of land for each branch of the Methodist church. (12).
The part reserved for the Methodist Fpiscopal church was a
strip 26 2-3 rods north and south and 12 rods east and west
in the South-west guarter of Section 31, Town 11, Range 23,
and was designated on the official report of the Commis-
sioners as allotment No. 283. (13). It is bounded today on
the south by the Parallel road and ¢n the west hy the Louisa
Smith road and is universally known as the “Old Quindaro
Cemetery.” -y

April 8, 18356, both church buildings were burned by vandals.
The Methodist IZpiscopal church never rebuilt on this two acre
tract. The church moved e¢lsewhere and the ground was given
up whelly for cemetery purposes. Many prominent Wyandotts
are buried there. Among them is Matthew R. Walker, and
Lydia, his wife. This distinguished couple cccupied a very
important place in the early history of Masonry in \Wyandotte
county. It was at the Walker home, now the site of the North
East Junior High school, where the preliminary meetings were
held which culminated in the organization of Wyandotte Lodge
No. 3. A. F. & A. M. Later when the Eastern Star was organ-
ized Mrs. Walker becamme the first Worthy Matron and the
newly organized Chapter took her Indian name, Mendias, as
its own.

Lucy B. Armstrong, one of the outstanding figures of the
Wyandotte Nation, is also buried here, together with her chil-

dren.
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Here, also, is huried Rev. Eben Blachley, the Presbyterian
minister, who started the school for negroes at old Quindaro,
which has grown into the present \Western University.

Here, (1150, is buried Vincent J. Lane, one of the best known
and most distinguished of all the pioncers who settled \Wyan-
dotte county and shaped its early day history.

The first burial in this hallowed ground was in January, 1852
when Eliza S. Witten. wife of Rev. James Witten, the mission-
ary, was buried near the log church. (3). A plain white stone
marks her grave, but the letters on the stone are scarcely leg-
ible, but they disclose that she died Jan. 3, 1852, aged 53 years,
O months and 14 days.

The next burial, of which there is a record, was that of Katie
Sage, alias Sally Crane. alias Sally Between the Logs, alias Sally
Frost.  The story of Katie Sage is gathered from ten letters
written by her brother Charles, bearing dates from .\pril 2nd,
1848 to April 16, 1853.  (4). When a small child she was
stolen from her Virginia home, by horse thieves, out for re-
venge, and given by them to the Indians. In 1848 her brother,
Charles Sage, was a resident of Van Buren. now Cass county,
Missouri. He tells in one of his letters of his reelection to the
office of Magistrate and in another he describes himseli as
follows: “I am a Jeffersonian Democrat in pollitick and for
Cass and Butler and my Rehglous principles is Northern Me-
thodist of Weslian stamp.”  In 1848 Sage was at Fort Leaven-
worth and while there “a hal{ breed Wyandot Indian” told him
there was a white woman living with them that had a nose
(spelled Noise) and features resembling his. Thinking this
might be his long lost sister “Caty,” Sage made the journey.
32 nules from his honie, to visit her. TITe found her unable to
speak linglish and ignorant of her origin. It was with diffi-
culty that he talked to her through an interpreter. A Dbrother,
Sanwel, who lived at Foresethe, two hundred miles away, was
sent for, and on his arrival he recognized the woman, by a burn
on the thigh, and some other marks as his leng lost sister.
She had heen adopted into the Turtle tribe and claimed the whole
tribe by adoption and they claimed her as a grandmother. She
had been married three times. Her first husband was named
Crane, the head chief of the Nation. By him she had one child.
which died i infancy. Her second husband was Between the
Logs, who was also a head chief. Her third lhusband was
named Frost. She had been a widow for ahout twenty years.
The oldest Indian in the Nation told that hetween T{ifty and
sixty years before the “Cherrykee Indians™ in one of their an-
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nual visits to the country brought her to thein as a presént, as
was usual in that day with the Indians, and that when they got
her she could not talk.

There was some talk about Katy going to visit her mother
in Virginia but she finally declined 1o go, partly on account of
the distance and because it would be no satisfaction to see her
people and not be able to talk with then.

Sage tells of his arrangement with a half breed of the tribe
to write the history of his sister for him. Later in the corre-
spondence 1t develops that this half breed was William Wallcer,
now known as Governor Walker. In the early part of 1851 an
epidemic of sore eyes spread amocng the Wyandoets.  Walker
was among those afflicted and so the work was not com-
menced.  Sister “Caty” was also afflicted, and went blind.
Sage made various efforts to have \Valker write her story, but
without success.

On January 21, 1833, Katie Sage died at her residence in
Wyandot of “newmony fever,” aged 66 vears and 14 days. In
his closing letter, Sage writes: "I went to her grave, alone,
and viewed her last resting place and felt thankiul that I had
the privilege of seeing her grave. tell Sister Anna she was
buried by the side of the wife of James Witten that rode
the circuit in Lee County when her and Sister Pegga was in
Lee County. She was truly a pious woman and a Methodist,
and through all the changes of the Church adhered strictly to
the old Church and is buried at the Church of the old Method-
ist in the Wyandot Nation.”

One of the early burials in this cemetery was that of
Marcia Lane, the infant daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Vincent j:
Lane, in November, 1857. The Lanes were residents of Quin-
daro and members of this church. On the death of the daughter
they were assigned a burial lot in the cemetery by the churel
and here the daughter was buried.

In 1874 the Quindaro Cemetery Association was organjz-
ed. It platted five acres of ground adjoining the Old Wyandot
Burial Ground, to which it annexed the two acres of the old
cemetery. It said in its dedication plat it did this “for the
purpose of preservation and improvement.” (g)

In January, 1905 Mrs. Lane died and was huried by the
side of her daughter in the Old Wyvandot Burial Ground. The
Quindaro Cemetery Association demanded pay from Mr. Lane
for her grave and threatened to have the body removed unless
the demand was met. Mr. Lane went into court and asked for
an injunction to restrain the cemetery association from carry-

1
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ing out this threat. This injunction was granted, the court
finding that Mr. Lane had title to the property and that the
cemetery association had ro right to exact from hin the pay-
ment of any sum of money whatever or to interfere in any
manner with the bodies there buried or with his possession
of the burial lot. (6)

When Mr. Lane died, some years later, he was buried in this
historic ground by the side of the daughter and the wife.

On January zo. 1926, the Quindare Cemetery Association
hled a supplemiental plat of its cemetery grounds in which 1t
included and asserted its ownership of this two acre tract.



HISTORIC SPOTS NUMBER TWENTY-FIVE

PLACE: Site N. [5. Junior High, Kansas City, Kans.
TIME: The Year 1854
EVENTS: 1 The Coming of Masonry to Kansas,

II. The Coming of the Eastern Star.

Mascary came to Kansas almost with the cpening of the
territory for settlement. Tt was on the 30th day of May, 1854,
that President Pierce signed the bill creating the territorics
of Kansas and Nebraska. Qutside of a few missionaries,
Indian  agents, U S. soldiers and government employees,
numbering in all less than 800, there were no white men in the
territory of Kansas, which at that time stretched to the
summit of the Rocky Mountains.

In July, 1834, the Masonic Grand T.odge of Missouri 1ssued
a dispensation for the organizatizn of Kansas Ledge U. I

THE MATTHEW 1, WALKER HOME.
It stood gn the present site of the Northeast Junior High School.
Herve the first Masonle Lodge meeting In Kansns wax held. {From Hia-
tory of Waw Ludge No. 272, A, F. & A. AlL)

On the 11th of August, 1854, there was a meeting at the home
of Matthew R. Walker, now the site of the Northeast Junior
High School. attended by ecight Master Masons. Here a
Masonic lodge was duly organized with J. M. Chivington as
worshipful master, Matthew R. Walker, as senior warden and
Cyrus Garrett as junior warden. These officers were installed
by Bro. Piper, Deputy Grand Master of Missouri.
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Masonic tradition is that there were not members enough to
il all the stations and that Mendias, the wife of Walker, act-
ed as tyler for the group. This was the first Masonic lodge
ever convened on lansas soil.

The charter members were Jacob Branson, Jolm M.
Chivington, Lewis Farlev, Cyrus Garrett, Russell Garrett, L.
C. Matthews, A. P. Searcy and Matthew R. Walleer.

Joln M. Chivington, who was installed as master, was a
Methodist Iipiscopal Missionary to the Wyandot Church. He
preached to his congregation, through an interpreter, in a log
church which stood on the site of the Old Quindaro Cemetery.
He is described as being 6 feet, 4 inches high, weighing over
200 pounds without an ounce of surplus flesh, with a large
head surmounted with a huge shock of coarse. hazel brown
red hair. He later became grand master of Colorado Mlasons
and a colonel in the civil war.

Matthew R. Walker, who was installed as senior warden,
belonged to the celebrated Walker family so prominent in the
affairs of the Wyandot Nation. He was born in Ontario,
Canada, June 17, 1810, and belonged to the Big Turtle Clan
of the Wyandots. His Indian name was Rah-hahn-tah-seh, or
“Twisting the l'orest.” He was made a \ason at Upper
Sandusky, Ohio, before the Wyandot Nation came to Kansas.
He was one of the leading business men among the Wyandots.
When the provisional government was organized in 1853 he
was named chief justice. He was probate judge of Leaveun-
worth County when it included that territory, north of the
Kansas river, now included in Wyandotte. He was a 1uemmber
of the territorial legislature when the capitol of the territory
was at Lecompton. At one time he was senior grand warden
of the Grand lodge of Kansas. e died October 15, 1860 and
was buried in the Old Quindaro Cemetery.

Cyrus Garrett, who was installed as junior warden, lelong-
ed to the Garrett family, whiclk was related to the Walker
family by marriage. ITe was an active member of the Nation
and Iis name is found frequently in the early day records.

Kansas Lodge U. D. raised five members while working
under this dispensation. They were George I. Clark, principal
chief of the Wyandots, two more members of the Garrett
family—Edward and Henry—, D. Dofflemeyer, the Meth-
odist missionary, and William Walker, the provisional govern-
or of the Territory of Nebraska. Wm. Barnett was received by
affiliation, thus making a membership of fourteen.

In May, 1855, a charter was granted this lodge by the Grand
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Lodge of Missouri, and it became Kansas Lodge No. 153
The first meeting under this charter was held July 27, 1855, at
which time Matthew R. Walker was installed as master,
making him the first master who ever presided over a regularly
constituted lodge of Master Masons in Kansas, under a chart-
er granted by a legally constituted Grand Lodge.

On the 27th of December, 1855, there was a mecting of
the Masonic lodges in the Territory of Kansas at Leavenworth
City. Three lodges were represented—Smithton of Doniphan
County, Leavenworth and the lodge at Wyandotte. Out of this
meeting came the organization of the Grand l.odge of Kansas
and Kansas Lodge No. 153 of Misscuri became, Wyandotte
Lodge No. 3 under the jurisdiction of Kansas.

MATTHEW R. WALKER.

Prominent Wyandot and the first dlaster to preside over a z'eg:_ularly
constituted Masonic Lodge in Kansas. He is huried in the old Quindaro
Cemetery. (From History of Kaw Lodge No. 272, A. F. & A. M)

The year 18356 brought seven initiates and three affiliates to
the new lodge. Then came the rush to the new town of Wryan-
dotte in 185% and the lodge added ten affiliates and two initiates
that vear. In 1858 there were five initiates and seven affiliates.
In 1859 there were four initiates and one afbiliate. [n 1860
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there were two affliates and one initiate bringing the total up to
twenty-four initiates and thirty-four affiliates hefore Kansas be-
came a state.

From this humble beginning this one lodge has grown to a
membership of more than two thousand with a fine temple of
its own where its meetings are held. The important part its
members played in the building of Wyandotte County was told
by the veteran, V. J. Lane, at its 43rd anniversary in 1897:

“One of its members, an crudite and educated gentleman
was chosen as provisional governor of Kansas, another meni-
ber was elected lieutenant governor under the Topeka constitu-
tion, three of its members were chosen to assist in framing the
present constitution of the state under which Kansas was ad-
mitted to the Union, another was selected as chief justice under
the provisional government, another of its revered members was
clected and served as lieutenant governor under the Wyandotte
constitution. one of its members was chesen president of the
Wyandotte Constitutional Cenvention, five of its members were
elected, conumissioned and served gallantly as colonels of their
respective regiments during the War of the Rebellion, onc of
its members was made a brigadier general by President Lincoln,
had charge of -a division at the Battle of Stone River, was
badly wounded and left on the field as dead. He subsequently
recovered, was made consul to Vienna by General Grant and
served his country in this capacity for fourteen vears. wrote the
most valuable consular report ever received at the state depart-
ment and was instrumental in having pork introduced into Ger-
many. three of its members were elected to seats in the national
house of representatives, another member was henored with an
appeintment as minister plenipotentiary to a foreign country,
and a majority of our senators and representatives have Dbeen
selected from the membership of Wryandotte Lodge.

The motto of Kansas is Ad Astra per \spera—to the stars
through difficulties. Tt applies forcibly to the career of this
lodge. It was founded under adverse circumstances and diffi-
culties and traditicn says at a time when good timber for
Mascnic purpcses was so scarce that it became necessarv frr
cur sainted sister, whose portrait adorns these walls to ofiiciat»
as tvler. ‘

It wmanaged, however, in its infancy. to struggle through
the greatest financial depression the world has ever seen, and a
drcuth of many long and weary months duration, fought its
way through and withstocd the assaults of two wars, with-
stood the ravages of a multitude of ommnivorous, grasshoppers
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that swept all vegetation frem the face of the country, conquer-
ing and overcoming every obstacle in its pathway until tonight
it stands out clear and brighter than any other star in the galaxy
of Kansas Masonry.”

The Fastern Star also came to Kansas by the way of the
Walker home. This organization was first known as the Amer-
ican Adoptive Rite of the Order of the Lastern Star and the
local organizations were called Constellations. On July 26,
186, John W. Leconard. grand secretary of the organization,
gathered a small group of men and women, most if not all of
whom were \WWyandots., at the Walker home, and organized a
Censtellation.  Mrs. Lydia B. Walker, wife of Matthew R.
Walker. and reputed tyler for the first Masonic lodge, was

LYDIA B, WALKER.

Wife of Matihew B. wWalker. First Matren of an Lastern Star C;mja-
ter in Wnnsas. She gave her Indlan nome of Mendias to this Chapter.
Bhe is buried in the 0ld Quindaro Cemetery,

installed as worthy matron. Matthew R, Walker was installed
as worthy patron. Mrs. Walker gave to the Constellation her
Indian name, “Mendias.” meaning “soft spoken woman.” Mr.
Leonard was compelled to remain with the Wyandots for two
months waiting for the next hoat, this being the only kind of
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public conveyance at that time. During this time he drilled the
officers in their work, which was dramatized and very com-
plicated.

The charter given to this Constellation was dated at “Lodge-
town, Kentucky, Julv 28 1856” and was signed by Rahert
Morris, grand luminary” and John V. Leonard, grand secre-
tary.” How much work was done under this charter cannot
now be determined as all records have heen destroyed.

On April 12, 1872 another chapter of the Eastern Star was
organized and became known as Floral Chapter No. 9. In 1876
a Grand Chapter was organized in Kansas and the next vear
Floral Chapter came wider its jurisdiction. On March 13, 1878,
the two chapters became merged, when Mrs. Lvdia B. Walker
presented her twenty-two-year old charter to the Floral Chapter.
The Grand Chapter was petitioned to recharter the two organi-
zations as Mendias No. 1 which was done.

There is no record extant of any living organization of the
Fastern Star that antedates July 28, 1856, so Mendias No. 1
stands tocday as the oldest of all Eastern Star organizations.

Years went by and when Fowler, the packer, came to Kansas
City, the Fowler mansion took the place of the Walker home
where Kansas Masonry and the Eastern Star first saw the light
in Kansas. In time the Fowler mansion became the home of
the Baptist Theological Seminary and this in turn gave way
to the Northeast Junior High Schoal.

Kansas Masons should matk the spot that ail tnay know that
this is indeed historic ground!
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PLACE: The Kansas River.
TIME.: From 1854 to 1887.
EVENT: Kansas River Ferries in Wyandotte.

Although ferrying has long since become a lost art, there
was a time when it flourished in Wyandotte county. The first
Territorial legislature passed a law providing for a pretty thor-
ough regulation of the ferry industry. (1) Oune feature of this
law gave the county commissicners the authority to license
ferries, fix the amount of the license fee, and regulate the
charges for ferry service. Unfortunately Journal A., of the
county commissioners proceedings for Wyandotte county, has
not been preserved. If this hook could be found, no doubt it
would furnish much additional information covering the decade
preceding the coming of the Dlridges over the Kansas river.
A record has been found. however, of at least eleven ferries
over the Kansas river between its mouth and the western boun-
darv of the county. Their names and locations were as follows:

i. The Wyandot National Ferry Near the river’s mouth.
2. The Silas Armstrong Ferry  Near the river’s mouth.
3. The Willis Wills Ferry Near the river’s mouth.
4. The Santa Fe Read Ferry SE¥ 20-11-25.
5. The Eureka Ferry SE¥ 18-11-25.
6. The Muncie Ferry SWI4 23-11-24.
7. The Grinter Ferry NWH 28-11-24.
8 The Touley Ferry SEi4 2g-11-24.
9. The Keeler Ferry Between ranges 23-24.
10. The Chouteaun Ferry NI 35-11-23.
' Alias the Campbell.
1T. The Tiblow Ferry NE 23-11-25.

Alras the Parish;
Alias the White.

The cldest of these ferries, and probably the most im-
portant, was the Grinter ferry, established in 1831. The next
in point of time and tmportance was the Wyandot National
Ferry, just above the mouth of the Kansas river. It was
owned and operated by the Wyandot Nation as a public utility.
As both of these ferries have been described in other chapters
of this hook it will not be necessary to mention them again here.

£ Laws 1855,
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THE SILAS ARMSTRONG FERRY

The Territorial Legislature of 1855 granted to Silas Arm-
strong the right to maintain a ferry at the mouth of the Kansas
river with the exclusive privilege of landing on both sides of
the river for a distance of two miles from the mouth. (2) So
far as the evidence goes Armstrong never made use of this
grant. The only act of his that has been preserved was an
assignment of an interest in this franchise to David E. James
and William Weer with whom he was connected in the pre-
motion of a town site on the strip of land lying hetween tle
Kansas river and the Missouri state line. Silas Armstrong died
in December, 1865.

On February 12th, 1866 the Wyandotte and Kansas City
Bridge Company was incorporated to build a bridge across the
Kansas river at Wyandotte. The company made a contract
with R. 8. Twombly and R. W. Hilleker to construct a perma-
nent first class Howe truss hridge across the Kansas river at
the foot of Third street in Wyandotte City and the contractors
at once commenced work. (3).

On April roth, 1866. the heirs and assigns of Silas Arm-
strong filed their petition in the District Court (4) settirg
out the grant to Armstrong in 1855 and alleging that thev. his
heirs and successors, were entitled to the exclusive right to run
a ferry. That the defendants. who had no interest in the ferrv.
were building a bridge within the ferrv limits and were cb-
structing the approaches to the ferrv by piling material on
the roadway and that if the defendants were not restrained
and such a bridge was built. as contemplated, then the ferry
franchise would become absolutely valueless.

Judge David Brewer heard some testimony, took the matter
nnder advisement. and a few davs later issued an infanctien
forbidding the bridge companv from obstructing the anproach-
es tn the ferry but refusing the injunction to stop the building
of the bridge. The plaintiffs took an appeal from this ruling
tn the Supreme Court where in due time the decision »f tte
lower court was affirmed.(5).

The nlaintiff's next had Hilleker. the bridge builder. cited
before the court for contempt. alleging that he was building

2. T.aws 18KK. pes, 7A5-T86.

3. Arswer filed in Bartlett va. Cooper. case No. 846, District €ourt,
‘Wvandofte county.

4. Bartlett vs. Conper.

B Aftirmed Oct. 1. 1865,
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the abutments for the bridge in the line of the ferrv's track
across the river. Judge Brewer refused to hold Hilleker for
contempt and handed down a written opinion, in which he
said: (6).

“The right to run the ferry hoat must be protected. Wherever
in good faith the owners of that franchise bhad placed the line
of their boat they must be protected in that line and if it is not
possible to build a bridge without blocking that line then in my
judgment no bridge could he built till the franchise ends or was
condemned. It appears from the testimony:

“1st that the owners of the franchise had not in the past so
located their ferry line at one point as to indieate that as their
chosen landing.

2nd that at the time of the location of the bridge line they
had no ferry boat running and had not possession of anyv land-
ing.

3rd doubtful whether even at the time of commencing the
work they had a ferry hoat running or had occupied any land-
ing.

4th Questionable whether their ferry line was not selected
with the design of conflicting with the bridge line.”

On June 12th, 1866 the Armstrong claimants made a fresh
attack, filing a new suit in the name of the Wyandotte Bridge
and Ferry Company. (7). In this petition they not only claimed
under the Armstrong grant but alleged that under an Act of
February 25th, 1864, that Armstrong had heen given the right
to build a bridge across the Kansas River and that he
had the right of operating a ferrv; that such a bridge had been
built at the identical spot where the defendants were now bui'd-
ing by the Wyandotte Ferrv and Bridge Company (8) to whom
the Armstrong rights had been assigned. That such. bridge had
been destroyed by an Act of God and that a ferry had been
placed in its stead to accommodate the public until the bridge
could be rebuilt. That the nresent corporation had been made
on the gth dav of March, 1866. and that the rights of all claim-
ants had been merged in it. That it owned all the land on the
south side of the river for a long distance both above and be-
low the point of crossing of defendant's bridge. That de-
fendants were whollv irresponsible for damages and that their

6. From files in Bartlett vs. Cooper, District Court, Wyandotte County.

7. Wyandott Bridge snd Ferry Co. vs. Wyrandott and Xansas City
Bridee Co., case No. 850. Distriet Court Wiyandotte county.

8. The Wyandott Terry and Mridge company wag incerborated Aug.
16, k865, by W, P. Overton and others.
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incorporation and pretended stock was worthless, etc. Where-
fore they asked for an injunction to stop the building of the
bridge.

Judge Brewer made short work of this application saying
that another action between the same parties was pending. An
appeal was taken and a case made for the Supreme Court was
printed.

The Wyandotte and Kansas City Bridge Company then
bought out the Armstrong claimants giving them $4,000.00
worth- of paid up stock for all their claims. {9) The Gazette
in its issue of October 3, 1866, carried this news item:

“Settled—The difficulties between the old Wyandotte Ferry
Company and the Wryandotte and Kansas City Bridge Com-
pany has ben amicably settled, the Ferrv Company coming in
as members of the Bridge Company and all formerly conflict-
ing interests being now umted So we go. The bridge will
soon be in passable order.”

The Armstrong ferry grant figures in still another Wyan-
dotte county lawsuit. Willlam Weer was the surviving mem-
ber in the old partnership between Silas Armstrong, John Cal-
houn and William Weer, and acting under a law passed to
lacilitate the settlemefit of the estates of deceased partners, he
had taken over full control of the partnership properties. The
eirs of the deceased partners came into court and secured t--
appointment of a recgiver on the ground that by reason of his

intemperate habits that Weer was incapable of managing the
properties. The parties plaintiff were practically the same as
in the two former lawsuits against the bridge company. Not
withstanding, their former allegations that the Armstrong in-
- terests had been merged intop the corporation last sueing, they
. again as individuals claim the Armstrong ferry. The allegation
runs—“That there is a valuable ferry franchise belonging tn th-~
parties- of which the defendant has a one eighth interest and no
more.. That said ferry is for the transit of passengers. etc,
across the Kansas river by the means of boats and that the
‘landing for such on the south side of said river is through sorme
portions of said land and that said ferry is now in actual op-
eration and large amounts of toll being secured there from.”

This suit like its predecessors evidently had the effect of mak-

9. Agreement dated Oct.- 2. 186(. was filed in the case of Bartlett
vs. Cooper, Distriet Court. Wyandotte county.
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ing the other fellow come across as it was subsequently dis-
missed by consent. (10)

THE WILLIS WILLS FERRY

In the original platting of Kansas counties that part of
Wyandotte east and south of the Kansas river was a part of
Johnson county. The Journal of the Johnson County Commis-
sioners of April 10, 1858, carries this minute: (11)

“Ordered by the court on application of Willis Wills that
the said Wills be and he is hereby authorized and duly licensed
to establish and keep a ferry on the Kansas river near the mouth
of satd river opposite the city of Wryandotte for a term of
twelve months from this date, at the following rate of ferriage
to-wit—for each footman ten cents, man and horse fifteen cents,
loose horses ten cents, cattle ten cents each, buggy and one horse
twenty-five cents, two horse wagon and horses fifty cents] each
additional horse ten cents, and that said Wills pay into the
county treasury the sum of Seventy-five dollars for said license.
Whereupon the said Willis Wills came forward and execitted
the bond to the Territory of Kansas in due form and on pro-
ducing the Sheriff’s receipt for said sum of $75.00 license was
duly licensed in according therewith.”

Willis Wills occupied a quarter section of land in the bot-
tom between the Kansas river and the Missouri state line
September 10, 1854. (12) Later Silas Armstrong claimed the
land by virtue of one of the Wyandotte floats and much liti-
gation followed. Two suits of Armstrong’s against Wills (13)
were pending when Wills died October 15, 1858. (14).

Claudius Kiefer, who came to Wyandotte in 1857, was as-
sociated with Wills in a ferry boat called the “Lizzie” that ran
trom Wyandotte to Kansas City. (15.). Possibly the “ferry
across tha Kansas was part of the same venture.

SANTA FE ROAD FERRY
Wyandotte City and Quindaro were "born about the same’
time and were rivals from the start. The first work of Wyan-

1t David E. James, elal vs. Wm. Weer, cuse No. 883, Digtrict Court,
Wyandotte county. Filed Sept. 14, 1866.

11. Commissioners Minutes Johnson county, pg. 12.

12. Trom petitlon in case of Willis. Wills, Jr, etal vs. Geoyge B.
Wood, etal. Distriet Court, Wyandotte county.

13, Silas Armatrong vs. Willls Wills. No. 85 and Silas Armstrong. vs.
Willls Wills. No. 74, District Court. Wyandotte coupty.

14. Wills Wilis, Jr., etal vs. George B. qug. etal, District Court,
Wyandotte county.

35, Kansas Historicul Colleetions Vol, XIV, ng. 3.
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dotte was to build a road to tap the Santa Fe trail. To do this
it was necessary to establish a free ferry across the Kansas river
(16). Quindarc not to be outdone by its rival, built its own
road and put in its own ferry over the Kansas river. At the
25th anniversary of the founding of Wyandotte City, the story
uf the two ferries was told by one of the speakers as follows:
(17). _
“Wyandotte and Quindaro were for some time rival towns.
Both surveyed and opened roads to Southern Kausas throng .
the Shawnee reservation, ainung thereby to secure the trade
and travel from that region. « nunittees were appointed by ti

respective cities to confer and fix upon a point where a joint
ferry could be established for the accommodation of both cities.
A certain point was suggested by one committee, and rejected
by the other, as being too far east. lf located there, the travel
would go to Wyandotte A point was then designated Dby the
other committee. This was objected to as being too far west.
[f located there travel would surely go to Quindaro. The
points designated were about one mile apart. No intermediate
point for a ferry could be agreed upon. Compromise was
wrong in principle. Result: a free ferry maintained by each.”

Something of the rivalry between the two towns can be
gathered from the files of the Western Argus, published at
Wyandotte. In its issue of June 3, 1858, it said:

“FREE FERRY—Deople who supposed passengers and
teams are crossing on the so called Quindaro Free Ferry
gratis, by attempting to do so will find themselves slightly mi:-
taken.”

“Settlers in Southern Kansas will remember that the Wyan-
dotte Free Ferry (Southern Road) is now in complete ¢pera-
tion. Travelers will find no detention at this ferry.”

In its issue of July 8, 1838, it said:

“The Wyandotte Free Ferry 1s in active operation. the boat
made 84 trips yesterday. When the bridge is completed look out
for an increase in travel.” ‘

The town hoomers of Old Wyandotte evidently id not take
care of their ferryman for we find on October 12, 1858, Mr.
Glick introducing.:a petition in the town council on behalf of
a Mr. Stevens'¥for the payment by the Town of the amount due
him for, services,perfornied ds ferrvman on the {ree ferry across
the Kansas riverg.he beingiunable to collect the same from the

131 RTIRE F TPLY

1. Kansas Citz«' Sun, Jan. % 1883,
17. Kansas City" Juu%‘ual ‘Feb, 17. 18832,
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citizens by whom he was agreed te be paid.” The petition was
laid on the table,

The road marked out by Wyandotte did not receive official
recognition until October 7 1859 when it was regularly laid
out. It is designated on the official plat as the “Santa Fe Road.”
(18). It reached the Kansas river in the SE quarter of Sec-.
tion 20, Town 11, Range 25 at the point where Ninetesnth
street now hits the river.

This ferry soon gave way to a toll bridge. In 1858, a bridge
cocmpany was organized at Wyandotte with Daniel Killen as
superintendent, Thomas J. Barker as treasurer and J. W. H.
Watson as secretary. That same year the company bridged
the Kansas river at the crossing of the Santa Fe road. Tt was
built on piles, and was all made of native timber. The contract
was let for about $28,000 and the money was raised by sub-
scription.  {(19). This was the first bridge across the Kansas
river and was known as the “Southern Bridge,” and the struc-
ture which took its place still bears the same name.

THE EUREKA FERRY

Vincent J. Lane in writing of the early days of Quindaro
(20) says that during the spring and summer of '57 the people
of Quindaro built a road to Lawrence and laid out one to
Osawatomie, and established a free ferry at what is now
(1876) the John H. Matton’s place, with a view to competing
for the wholesale trade of the Territory.

On the goth: of March, 1857, Abelard Guthrie, on behalf of
the Quindaro Company, entered into a written agreement with
Aaron W. Merrill whereby Merrill was to keep the Company's
ferry, called the “Lurcka Ferry,” lately established of the
Kaunsas river about four miles helow the Delaware Ferry.
Merrill was to ferry all persons across the river free of charge
who might desire transportation and to keep sufficient help at.
all times that this might be done expeditiously and in a skill{ul
manner. In adition to this Merrill was to cut out and, keep in
repair the approaches on hoth sides of the river. For this
service Merrill was to receive $100.00 per month. . The gompany
property, it appears by the contract, consisted of a flat-boat, a
skiff, 2 picks and 2 shovels, which Merrill was to protect and
keep in repair. Merrill operated the ferry-for seven months.

£yl

18. Wyandotte Countly Road Record A, DE. '4_' ) .
13. Goodspeed, Wyandotte county npd Kansaé‘l'l’fit.y,‘ peE. 361
MR ~ e -

20. Wyandott Herald, July &, 1876. 1
20 8 31
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when the agreement was terminated. Merrill sued the company
claiming a balance due him on his wages. (21) What purport-
ed to be a copy of the agreement was attached to the petition,
On the trial of the case Mernll received a judgment but the
supreme court reversed the case and sent it back for a new
trial. (22) No further trial was had and the case was subse-
quently dismmissed at Merrill’s cost.

It was not until 1870 that the road marked gut by the people
of Quindaro received official reccgnition. It then appeared on
the official plats as the Madison Pewet road. (23) This plat
shows the road as reaching the Kansas river in the SE 14 of
Section 18, Town 11, Range 25 at a point designated on the
map as “The old ferry.” This is at the point where 33rd street
now reaches the river.

THE MUNCIE FERRY

The first ferry up the river from the “LEureka Ferry” was the
Muncie Ferry. It was located some where between the old
mouth of Muncie Creek and a point due east of the town of
Muncie. Like some of the cther, river ferriés its history wouid
be lost were it not for the record of its incorporation. This
shows that on June 8, 1867, John Smith, William Rutledge,
William Rawson, Nathan J. Gault and Charles S. Glick were
granted a charter under the name of the Muncie Ferry
Company. (24) This ferry was described as being on land of
John Smith on the Kansas river opposite Sections 14 and 15,
Town 11, Range 25 East. The capital stock was $500.00 and
this was divided into shares of $50.00 eaLh The._ principal
office was to be at Muncie.

Old settlers recall that a rock landing was made for this
ferry and that the road leading down to it was known as the
“Ferry Road.” .

THETOOLEY FERIY
The next ferry up the river from Grinter's was the Tooley
Ferry, which seems to have been an important early day cross-
ing. The plats made of the survey of the Shawnee Indian
reservation in 1854, show the Tooley Ferry as being on the

21. Merrell v8., Charles: Robinson. Abelard Guthirie and Samuel N,
Simpson, partners under the name of the (uindare Company. No. 24, Dia-
trict Court, Wyandotte county.

22, Guthrie vs. Marrl!l 4 Funsas 15%.

23. Wyandotte Cmmn Road Record B, pg. 10.

24. Record in ‘offfeé” of -the Secretary of State,
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SIiJ4 of Section 31, T. 11, R. 24, or a little over two miles
west of the Grinter ferry. The landing on’the south side of the
river is shown to be on land owned by the Tooley family.
Tooley, who operated the ferry, was a Shawnee Indian and a
leading member of the Fish band. John Speer tells of going up
to Lawrence on Sunday the 17th of May, 1855, on the steam-
er, “Emma Harmon,” and a Christian Indian of the
Shawnee, named Tooley, who took part in the services that
were held on the boat. He also tells' how in 1856 Tooley
ferried him across the river when he was fleeing from the pro-
slavery forces. (23)

As .early as May, 1857 the following ddvertisement appear-
ed in the Leavenworth. Herald and ran:for several months:

“Tooleys Ferry on the Kansas river. Nearest route
fron1 Leavenworth to Westport and to the Shawnee
lands. On Cedar and Mill creeks.

There is now in operation a good Ferry boat at
Tooley’s, on the Kansas river, with attentive hands to
cross persons with safety and promptness. A good
boat will always be kept and no pains spared to ac-
commodate the public. All persons crossing the
Kansas river to or from the Shawnee lands or from
Westport and Kansas City to Leatenworth City and
the northern portion of Kansas wgll find this ferry
the very best and nearest route.”

The legislature of 1859 passed an aet authorizing Charles
Tooley to keep a ferry across the Kansas river at or near the
east line of Section 32-11-24 and the exclusive right and
privilege of keeping a ferry within the distance of one mile on
¢ach side of the east line of said sectfon 32 for a term of
twenty-five years. (26) Wy

This location puts the Tooley ferry about a mile further
down the river than the one shown on the 1854 map and very
close to the Grinter ferry.

In-November 1860, Theodore Garrett, and forty others,
petitioned for a county road from Silas Armstrong’s to a point
near Delaware ferry and thence on the nearest and best route
to “Tuley’s” ferry. The county comissioners approved tle
petition, viewers were appointed and the road laid out. The
survey is given by poles and chains and this shows that the
“Tuley” ferry was about three quarterssiof a mile above the

25.  Kansas Historical Collections, Vol VII, pEs. 495-6.
26. Luaws of 1859 Chapter 75.
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BDelaware ferry. {27) This is the last mention that has been
found of the Tooley ferry. Old settlers in the neighbarhood
of Muncie all know about the Grinter ferry but none of them
seem to have ever heard of the Tooley ferry.
THI. KELELER FERRY

About three quarters of a mile above the old site of the
Tooley ferry was the ICeeler ferry. About all that is known of
this ferry is that in 1860 the legislature {28), granted Charles
G. Keeler authority to maintain a ferry across the Kansas river
where the range line divides ranges 23 and 24 Fast. The Act
granted special privilege for one mile up and one mile down
stream for ten years This location is about 1% miles south east
cf lidwardsville in Johnson county and immediately north of
the junction of the two branches of the Santa Fe raitroad.

THE CHOUTEAU FERRY, ALIAS THE COQK, ALIAS
TIRE GAMPRELT:

A little over a mile above the Keeler 'erry was the Chouteau
Ferry. The road maps in the office of the Countv Clerk of
Wyandotte county locate this ferry directly south of Edwards-
ville in section 35, Town 11, Range 23. On August 3rd and 4th,
1809, the “Kouns” road was surveved. The road enters
Fodwardsville from the north and goes on south 4bout a half
mile to a point on the Kansas river marked on the map as
“IFerry.” (29) The next year, November 15, 1870, the “G. W.
Galloway” road was opened. (30) The petition for the road
asked that it start from the “Shoto ferrv” on the Kansas river.
(31 The survey, as shown by the records, started at the
“Choutean Ferry,” being the same place shown on the maps as
the terminus of the “Kouns” road. (32)

The -Chouteau’s were a numerous family and much land on
the early day maps in Johnson county appear in their names.
When the Chouteau ferry was first opened is not known.
Charles Carpenter, an old resident of Wyandotte county, tells
the story that in April, 1857, his father and mother started to
Lawrence by boat and that the boat grounded at Chouteau’s
ferry, and that the: paSsengers were compelled to leave it and
make the rest of the jaurney overland,

The territory bordering the Kansas river on the south was

27. Goodspeed, Wyand:nte eounty and Kansas Cilw pgp. 19L

28. Laws of 1860, pg. 272

29. Wyandotte County Raad‘ Record A, pg. 216

30. Commissioners Minutes, Book C. pg. 115

31 Ibid. pg. 89
32, Wyandotte County Road Record B. pg. 82,
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a part of Johnson County until the organization of Wyandotte
county in 1859. On  April 10th, 1858, the Commissioners of
Johnson  county received two petitions  asking for ferry
uicenses. One from [ May and 55 others, asked for a license to
W Chouteau to run a Ferry Boat on the Kansas river at or
near the place now known as Chouteau's ferry. The other
petition was from Jonathan Gore, and 37 others, asking that a
hcense be granted to W. W. Cook to establish a ferry at the
same point. The Commissioners granted Chouteaun a three
months license for $12.50 and provided for a commiittee to in-
vestigate and report at the next meeting of the board. (33) In
Septernber the committee reported that after examining the
lines of the land of each party they found that Chouteau had
decidedly the better right to the ferry. (34)

The next year the parties were back again. In February,
Cook was given a three months license. (35) In April Chouteau
was asking for a license. (36) This time the board ordered a
survey made. The committee to Whom the matter was referred
reported (37) that they found that the road Dbeaten from
Olathe via Monticello to this ferry was three rods on the
southwest quarter of Section 35 that lays on the river and so
found for Chouteau. A license was then granted to Chouteau
who was ordered to pay back to Cook the unearned part of his
license fee,

In 1861 Stephen S. Start was granted a license to keep a
Ferry across the Kansas river at the crossing known as
Chouteau’s IFerry. (38)

On  December 23, 1862, Frederick Chouteau, William
Chouteau, Benjamin 1. Chouteau, Francis Chouteau and Jjohn
M. Owens formed a corporation known as the Chouteau [+ erry
Company. The capital stock was $1,000 with shares at $20.00
each The ferry was to be located on the state road leading from
Leavenworth to I't. Scott where the same crosses the river on
the NE }4 of 35-11-23, in Johnson county. The south landing
was on land owned by I‘rederick Chouteau. This charter was
filed with the Secretary of State on January 8, 1863. On May
8th, 1863, the company filed an amended charter, identical with
the first, except for the addition of Taibot Kellev as one of the
incorporators. (39)

33. Commisgioners Minutes, April 10, 1858, pgs. 25, 27 and 28.
34, Ibid, Sept. 2, 1858, pe. 47.

35. Ibid, Feb. 21, 1859, pg, 102.

35.  Ibid, April 26, 1859. pg. 138.

37. Ibid, May 25, 1858, pe. 147,
38, Ibid., Jan. 7, 1861, pgz. 265.
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Stephen Start must still have had some connection with this
ferry for upon his application in March, 1863, rates were
established at the Chouteau Ferry, by the Johnson county com-
missioners. (40)

In 1864 a license was granted to the Choutean Ferry
Company by the Commisioners of Johnson county, upon the
payment of $40.00. (41)

On March 25, 1867, the Campbell Ferry Company was
chartered to operate across the Kansas river at a place known
as Chouteaw’s Ferry, being at a point where the public high-
way leading from Monticello to. Leavenworth crosses the
Kansas tiver. (42) On July 8th, 1867, James Campbell was
given a license by the Johnson County Commissioners to run
the Chouteau Ferry for the year and the license was fixed at
$40.00. (43) ‘ _

The journals of the Wyandotte county conunissioners  show
that licenses were granted to A. J. Campbell, without a fee.
for the Chouteau Ferry in 1872, 1873, 1874 and in 1877. Also
that in 1878. a_license was granted to George W. Sparks. Al-
so that in 1879 a license was granted to W. V. Brown Also
that in 1882 a license was.granted to W. M. White. The July
g, 1882, license to White is the last entry found and evidently
marks the close of the Chouteau Ferry.

THE TIBLOW, ALIAS THE START AND TREMBLEY,
ALIAS THE PARRISH, ALIAS THE WHITE

Morgan in his history of Wyandotte county in writing of
Tiblow, now Bonner Springs, says: (44) :

“For many years a ferry was operated by Henry
Tiblow, a club footed Indian and official interpreter
for the [nited States. He lived in a log cabin which
still stands on'the west side of the city.”

C. L. David, an early day settler left behind him a manu-
script of the.garly days in Bonner Springs. This was publish-
ed in the Bopner Springs Chieftain of January 24, 1935. Of
Tiblow he saig:

“Henry Tiblow: an Indian chief and interpreter, owned and
ran a ferry agross the river about two hundred yards east
of the Santa Fe. railroad bridge that spans the river. The

39, Corporationg, Vol. 1, pgs. 204-5.

40. Commissionersé Minutes, Mar. 21, 13¢5, Book B. pg. 30.
41, Thid, May 2. 1864, Book B, pg. 108,

42. Corporations, Vol. 1, pg. 314-15.

43. Commissloners Minutes, July 8, 1867, Book B, mg. 293%
34, Morgun, History of Wyandotte County, pg. 220.
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ferry was well patronized, as there was a daily stage coming
and going on the road from Leavenworth to Olathe, and on to
Fort Scott, Kansas. The stage stopped here for dinmer with
all their passengers, at a log house about 100 yards east of
the electric railway car barn. Tt was said that Henry Tiblow
made a barrel of money on this ferry. They say his prices
for crosing the river was $2.50 for team, wagon and .man,
single being $1.25; boatman soc. T talked with a man 'ghat
said he worked some for Tiblow on this same ferry, and he
had known him to take in $73.00 a day, for weeks at a time.
At one time during the war there was a regiment of soldiers
to be taken across and they were waiting on the west bank for
their turn and the Indians gathered in on hoth sides of -tHe
river to see the soldiers and hear the band play.”

Frequent references are found which indicate that the Tib-
low crossing on the Kansas river was a well known place hifé
no reference has been found to any early day ferryman other
than Henry Tiblow.

The Johnson county records recite that on September 3,
1863, (45) Jacob Trembly and Start were given a license for-
a ferry across the Kansas river about the middle of section.
32-11-23 for three months at the rate of $40.00 per annum,
In Januarv 1864 rates were fixed by the board for ferriage at
the Start & Treinbly ferry. (46)

On December zo9. 1863 the Parrish Ferry Comipany was in-
corporated. (47) Henry Tiblow was one of the incorporators
the others being Henry D. Smith, Isaac Parrish,: Charles B.
Garrett and Sam Parsons. This companv was to establish a
ferry across the Kansas river six chains above the center of
section 22-11-23. The landing on the south side of the river
was on land owned bv the incorporators and written consent
was had of the owners of the land for the north landing.
Nothing more is found concerning this company until Janu-
ary. 1866 when 1. Parrish. President of the Parrish Ferrv Co.,
apnlied to the Tohnson county hoard for a ferrv license and was
refused. “it being within the hounds of an established ferry.”
(48) This would indicate that the Parrish ferry never existed
excent on paper. Six months later the board again gave Start
& Trembly a three months license upon the pavment of $5.00.

(49)

46. Commissioners Minutes, Sept. &, 1863, Book B, pg. 62.

46. 1Ibid. Jan. 5. 1844. Book B, pg. 84,
47. Corparations. Vol. 1, pg. 14

48, Commissioners Minutes. Jan. 5. 1886, Book B, pe. 186:
49, Inid, July 9, 1864, Book I3, pg. 185.
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February 1, 1869, “W. B. White and Thomas Duniree were
granted a license across Kansas River opposite Tiblow station
for $10.00. Bond $500.00. Tolls were fixed at: Footman, 10¢;
Sheep and swine, 3c each; Man and horse, 25¢; 2 horse team,
50c; 4 horse team, y5¢. (50)

In April, 1869, the Johnson county board granted a license
to Thomas Dunfree and W. B, White to run a ferry across
the Kansas river at Tiblow station where the Olathe and
Leavenworth road crosses the river. The fee was fixed at
$10.00 per year. (51) In 1870 the license for the ferry at
Tiblow was given to W. B. White. (52) Again in 1873 W. B.
White was given a 1 vear licerise at Tiblow.(53)

White sems to have alternated with his licenses hetween
Johnson and Wyandotte counties. The minutes of the Wyan-
dotte board for March 7. 1870 recite (54) that the Board
granted a ferry license to Wm. B. White to run a ferry across
the Kansas river at Tiblow station, said White having given a
sufficient hond to the state of Kansas for one year from Feb-
ruarv I, 1870. which was filed. A vear later under date of
March Gth. 1871, the minutes recite that “W. B. White was
granted a ferrv license to run a ferrv at Tiblow station for
one year from March 6. 1871, said White having given a gord
and sufficient hond to the county for the faithful discharge of
his duties as Ferrviman.” A license to White was renewed in
the years, 1873, 1874, 1875, 1878, 1879 and 1880.

In 1883, a license was granted to Charles Jensen to operate
a ferry over the Kansas river at Tihlow. free of charge, This
license was renewed in the years 1884, 1883, and 1886.

On Febrnarv 8 1887 a licen<e was granted tn F. M. Downs
and C. L. David to operate a ferrv at Bonner Springs for one
vear. There was no charge. This license was revoked Septem-
ber =. 1887 (s5) This annears tn be the last official menticn
of a Kansas river ferrv in Wvandotte countv.

From “Caleece” at the mouth of the Kansas river in 1826
to the Bonner Springs license in 1887, a stretch of 61 vears,
covers the ferrv neriod in Wvyandctte countv. Bv that time the
bridges were all here and the ferry boat followed the ox yoke
into the discard.

B0. Tbid., April 29, 1869, Book B. pg. 40L
81. TIbtd.. April 4. 1870, Book B, NE. 489,
52. Ibid., April 9, 1873, Book C, pne. 306.

53. Thid. Book C. png. 12.

54. Ibid., pg. 89.

53. TIbid, Book H, pg. 159,
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Bl=ALS ; The Missouri River
TIME : From 1857-1924
EVENTS: Missouri River Ferries in Wyandotte County

After the “Caleece” ferry ceased to function a quarter of a
century went by before we find another record of a ferry a-
cross the Missouri river between Clay and Wyandotte counties.
In 1857 the Territorial Legislature (1) granted authority to
William Walker, Thomas H. Doyle, Cyrus Garrett and Henry
McMullen to run a ferry across the Missouri river and to have
2 landing on land owned or claimed by the Wyandotte City
Company, or others, within the town limits. This grant was t»
run for 25 years. No record has been found showing that any
use was ever made of the grant.

The same Legislature (2) authorized Joseph C. Ranscm &
Co. to maintain a ferry across the Missouri river between
Wyandotte and Kansas City. Whether any use was nade of
this grant does not now appear.

The Territorial Legislature of 1858 (3) granted to Silas
Armstrong and his associates the exclusive right to maintain a
ferry across the Missouri river at Wyandotte for 21 years. It
also gave the right to land on either bank of the Kansas river
cne eighth of a mile above its mouth but with the provision
that “nothing herein contained shall he construed as t~ infring~
upon the rights of the Wyandott ferry across the Kansas river.”

Acting under the provisions of this Act Silas Armstrong,
Wm. Y. Roberts, Shaler W. Eldridge, James McGrew, Wm.
McKay, Joseph P. Root James D. Chestnut and Tames W,
Winchell organized the Wyandott Ferry Companv. a $10,000
corporation, with J. P. Root as president, J. M. Winchell as
secretary and James McGrew as treasurer. In April 1858 thev
assessed themselves $5.00 each and in May made a second call
of $200.00 each. The company ran the ferry in the year 1858
and for a short time in the spring of 1859 and then abandoned
it. (4)

The corporation became the owner of a steam ferrv hoat
called the Gate City, alias the Gopher. This thev sold to
Sebastian Wiltz, George Schreiner and William Garlock. in
the summer of 1858 who moved it down the river below

1. Laws of 1857, pe. 167,
2. Ibid., pe. 185.
3.
1.

Laws of 1858 Chanter ¢4. Passed Feh " 18iR, ) ]
Allegations in Pelition John W. Dyer vs. Wyondott City Ferry Cn.,
case 3%2, District Court Wyandotte Co.
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Kansas City. In June 1859, the Gate City, alias the Gopher,
was brought back to Wyandotte. Suit was then brought against
the hoat owners, by the corporation, on three notes aggregat-
ing $1,671.50 and the boat was attached. In the affidavit for
the attachment it was alleged that the owners were trying to
conceal the property from their creditors by statements that
the hoat belonged to the Wyandott City Ferry Co. or that the
company had a lien on it. {(5) The matter sems to have heen
adjusted as the attachment was released.

On May 10, 1858 the corporation gave John W. Dyer a

warrant for $97.50 which treasurer McGrew endorsed pre-
sented and not paid for want of funds. Dyer sued on his
warrant and got a judgment on November 2, 1860 for $121.28
and an execution was -issued which was returned unsatisfied
with the notation, “no goods or chattels, lands or tenaments
found whereon to levy or make the money on this execution.”
(6) '
On January 29, 1861 John W. Dyer brought an action
against the individual stockholders in the Wyandott City Ferry
Co.. alleging that of the two assessments made on the capital
stock in 1858 James McGrew. James M. Winchell and Silas
Armstrong had each paid the $205.00 assessment. William
Roberts had paid $50.00. Shaler W. Tildridge had paid $z0.00,
Toseph P. Root had paid $90.35 and" Wm. McKay and Wm.
McClure had paid $5.00 each and that each of the stock hold-
ers was indebted to the corporation on its original subscription.
The case was continued from term to term, the plaintiff died,
and in October 1865, it was finally dismissed. (7)

THE LIZZIE

On the 14th of July, 1850 there was a petition before the
Wyandotte Council from L. Mever and other merchants and
business men of the city requesting the Council to levy a tax
on the steam ierry boat, “Lizzie,”” or any other ferrv hoat
running regularly between this city and Kansas City, Mo. (8)
The petition was laid on the table..

In the Kansas Hijstotical Collections (9} there is a short

5. Wyandotte City Ferry Co. vs. Sebastian Willz, George Bchreiner
and Wm. Garlock. partners as Garlock & Schreiner, case 62, Distriet
Court Wyandotte Co.

6. Dyer wvs. Wyandotte City Ferry Co.. case 350, Distriet Court
Wyandotte Co,

7. Allegations In Petition John W. Dver vs. Wyandott City Ferry Co..
case 392 District Court Wyandotte Co.

8. Minutes July 14, 1859,

9. Kansas Historical Collections. Vol. XIV, pg. 93.
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sketch of Capt. Claudius Kiefer, Captain of Co. B., 8th Kansas
Volunteer Infantry which states that he came to Wyandotte
in 1857. That soon after his arrival he was appointed Marshal
of Wyandotte and that he and Captain Wills conducted a ferry
boat fromm Wyandotte to Kansas Citv. That the hoat was call-
ed the “Lizzie.” This is doubtiess the boat of which L. Meyer
and the other merchants complained. (r10)
A MUNICIPAL FERRY

In 1860 the Territorial Legislature (11) gave to the city of
Wyandotte, the exclusive right to establish, maintain and
operate a ferry across the Misouri river at any point or points
between the mouth of the Kansas river and a point two miles
above the mouth with the right to land on either side of the
mouth of the Kansas river. The grant was for a period of
twenty years and the city was authorized to lease the ferry. so
established. By the terms of the law the city was required with-
in six months to cause to be run a substantial steam ferry a-
cross the Missouri and to keep the same at all times ready to
accommodate the traveling public, except in case of ice er un-
avoidable accident.

Previous to this grant by the Legislature the city of Wyan-
dotte had contracted with Wm. H. Irwin & Co. to establish a
ferry across the Misouri river within thirty days after the 18th
of January, 1860, the city to reccive ten per cent of the profits.
(12) An extension of time was twice given tn Irwin & Co.
(13) the last date being fixed at June 1, 1860. Evidently Irwin
& Co. never caried out its contract as a proposition was re-
ceived from I. W. Bver on January 3, 1861 (14) to run a
ferrv boat across the Missouri river. The proposition was re-
ferred to the city attorney to make out a contract. On
January 29, 1861, Alderman Barrett reported that the chart-
er for a ferry across the Missouri river had been forfeited by
non compliance with the provisions of the same. (15). .

THE KANSAS AND MISSOURI FERRY COMPANY

On May 23, 1867 the Kansas and Missouri Ferry Company
of Wyandotte was chartered. {16) The capital stock was
$50.000, and shares were $30.00 each. The new ferry was

10. Keifer was appointed Marshal of Wyandotte Sept. 28, 1858 and
resigned Deec. 28, 1858 From Council Minutes of thoge dates,

11. Chapter 46, Feb. 14, 1840.

12. Couneil Mlnutes Nov. 16. Nov. 19, and Nov. 24, 1868,

13. Counell Minutes. Apr. 10 and Apr. 1;{, 1869.

14. Council Minutes.

15. Couneil Minutes, Jan, 20. 18GL

16, Corporations, Yol. I, pg. 340.



178 Historic Spots

scheduled to operate from the levee at Wyandotte across the
Missouri river. No record can be found of this venture beyond
this first stage of its incorporation. This seems to have been
the last effort made to establish a ferry across the Missouri
river at Wyandotte.

THE FIRST FERRY AT QUINDARO

When the demand came for a ferry at the rapidly building
city of Quindaro the town boomers were ready with one of
the largest and finest boats on the river. (17) The “Otis
Webh,” a side wheeler of 1oo tons, was built at Wellsville.
Ohio, in the summer of 1857, by Governor Charles Robinson,
Otis Webb, Fielding Johnson and George W. Veale. She drew
26 inches of water and cost $7,000. She had a route from
Quindaro and Parkville to I't. Leavenworth. (18)

The Territorial Legislature of 1858 (r10) granted to Otis
Webb, Charles Robinson and Charles H. Chapin the exclusive
privilege for 21 vears of keeping and maintaining a public
ferrv across the Missouri river at Quindaro with one or more
landings and no other ferry was to be established between the
west bounds of section 22-10-24 and the east bounds of sec-
tions 28-10-24. A $1.000 bond was to be filed with the clerk
of the Probate court of Leavenworth county.

This Act was evidentlv intended for the benefit of those who
had started the “Otis Webb” off the summer hefore.

A SECOND QUINDARC FERRY

Evidently the “Otis Webb did not continue in business long
for in 1860 the Territorial Legislature (20) granted to Genrge
Veale, Abelard Guthrie, Fielding Johnson and Julius G. Fisk
authority to keep and maintain a public ferry across the Missontri
river at the present limits of the city of Quindaro for a period
of 10 years. No other ferry was to be established within 2
miles. The fees were to be fixed by the Mayor and Citv
Council of Quindaro and that city was authorized to charge a
license of not to exceed $20.00 per annum.

Col. George W. Veale, one of the builders of old Quindara.
in his address when retiring from the presidency of the
Kansas Historical Societv said: (z1)

“At-Quindaro we had a steam ferrv. and the roughs frem
Missouri would demand free ferriage. They came over in ganes

17. Andreas, Hiatory of Kansas, pg. 1230.

18 Morgan. History of Wyandotte County., pe. 125.
19. Laws. 1858, chapter 43. Passed Feb. §, 1858,
20. Laws, 1860, chapter 44. Tassed Feb 20, 1861.
21, Kansas Historieal Colleetions. Vol XI, pe. &
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to vote, and many times helped themselves to whatever proper-
ty they would, and occasionally shot some free state fellow
just for fun—their principle of action being anything to pre-
vent Kansas from being a free state.” '

There was a report in September, 1861, (22) that the Quin-
daro ferry had been sunk by the Missourians, as they said, to
prevent slaves from escaping. This is presumably the ferry of
which Col. Veale was speaking.

A THIRD QUINDARO FERRY

After the war another effort was made to establish a ferry
at Quindaro. On July 31, 1866 (23) the Quindaro and Park-
ville Ferry Corpany was chartered by Alfred Gray, Alfred
Robinson, David Pearson. Francis Kessler and Francis A.
Kessler. The company was to operate a ferry across the
Missouri river, steam, horse or man power to be used as the
company preferred. The principal office was at Quindaro and
the capital stock was $20,000 divided into shares of $100.00
each. There seems to be no evidence that this project ever got
beyond the incorporation stage.

THE PARKS FERRY

George S. Parks made application to the Board of County
Commissioners on December 2, 1867 for a license to ferry the
Missouri River opposite Parkville to land on sections 12z and
13, Town 10, Range 24F., which application was granted and
the county clerk directed to issue to said Parks a license to
date from this time and having one year to run from this date
on the payment of said Parks of the sum of $5.00 into the
county treasury of this county. Section 12 and 13 are just up
the river from Old Quindaro. No further record of this ferry
has been found.

THE PARKVILLE FERRY COMPANY

There was one other ferry across the Missouri river within
the boundaries of Wyandotte county. On Octaber 2, 1872 (2¥)
the Parkville Ferry Companv was organized with a capital
stock of $10,000 and shares at $50.00. The principal place of
business was at Wvandotte and John Ryan. Solofhon Taylor,
C. S. Glick and L. F. Hollingsworth were the incorporators. It
was to cross the river from Parkville to a landing at or near
wltere the county road from Nearman station running to the
north strikes the Missouri river. Nearman in those days stood

22. TIbid., Vol 11, pa. 190.

23 Corporations. Vipl. I, pegs 202-203.

24. Commizsioners Minutes. Book B, pg. 125
25.  Corporatians, Vol. IV, pg. 586.
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back a long ways from the river but it has since fallen mto the
“Big Muddy.”
THE FOURTH QUINDARO FERRY

For nine years, from 1892 to 1g9o1, William A. Leimkuhler,
now a resident of Brenner Heights. ran a ferrv at Quindaro.
(26) The landing on the Kansas side was at the foot of the
present z7th strect, Kansas City, Kansas. The landing on the
Missouri side was on the Leimkuhler farm directly across the
river. The ferry was started some time previous to 18g2. A
man named Frank Abbey, who was running it. broke his leg
and then sold out to Mr. Leimkuhler. For a time Mr. Leim-
kuhler had a partner named John Linder. His second partner
was George Stillwagen. When Mr. Leimkuhler purchased the
ferry it consisted of a boat, almost square, run on a half inch
cable. Later these were replaced with a hetter hoat, oblong
in shape, and a three eightiis inch cable a thousand feet long.
This boat would carry three two horse teams and wagon at a
time. Charges were: Team and wagon, 25c; single rig. 15¢;
foot passengers, sc; loose cattle and liorses, zc. Mr. Leim-
kuhler’s recollection is that he had a ferry license but he was
never required to payv a fee. The motive power for this boat
was the current of the river which ran next to the Kansas
shore. On the Missourishore there was a stretch of still water.
It took some skill to gather enough momentum to carry the
boat througl this still water without poleing. On the return
trip it took an equal amount of skill to reduce speed so as to
prevent a crash into the landing place. Parkville. three miles
above the Missouri landing. tried to get Mr. Leimkuhler to
move his boat up the river. Failing in this it induced a man
to put in a steam ferrv, as a rival. He ran it one season and
then went down the river when the ice broke in the spring.
During the nine years he ran this ferry. Mr. Leimkuhler lived
in a house at the Quindaro end of the hoat line.

OTHER FERRIES.

The county commissioners proceedings show that on April
4, 1870. Patrick Foley was granted a license to run a ferry
across the river at Parkville. (27) Thev also shrw that on July
31, 1924, E. A, Weod. August Gerding, H. R. Butterwick,
Arthur Jones, S. W. Titt, and 7. A. Edwards. were given a
license to operate a ferry .across the Missouri river at or near
Nearman and the Sherman-Gratney road, for one vear. (28)

26. TInterview, Sept. 4. 1834,
27. Commissioners Minutes, Boek C, pg. 21,
28. Ibid., Beck T. pe. 19.



HISTORIC SPOTS NUMBER TWENTY-EIGHT

PLACE: Town 10, Range, 24, Wyandotte Co.
TIME : From 1856 to 1872.
EVENTS: I The l'ree State Gateway.

I1. The Rise and Fall of Quindaro.

Among the “Lost Towns” of Kansas, Quindaro stands out
as the most historic and the most romantic. Would you visit
the site of the old town, the one lone free state town on the
Missouri River in the stirring ante-bellum days? Then board a
west bound Quindaro street bus and when the conductor calls
“End of the Line,” step off onto the old town site. You will e
standing on the line between sections 29 and 30, range 24,
Wyandotte county, Kansas, and on the south line of the old
platted town site. A group of substantial business houses and
a fine brick church surround this “TFEnd of the Line” stop, but
all are in, and a part of Kansas City, Kansas now. The well
paved street, running to the west, along the south line of the
old platted town of Quindaro, is sometimes called the Leaven-
worth Road, but on the official maps it 1s called Brown Avenue.
The paved street, running to the north, is Twenty Ninth
Street now. It was Kansas Avenue on the Quindaro maps and
the principal north and south street leading from the levee,
around which the business part of Quindaro was built. Follow
this street to the north, down past the fine brick Quindaro
school huilding and the group of buildings composing the
Western University, with its campus statue of John Brown,
and you will come to the Missouri River front and the ruins
of old Quindaro.

When President Pierce signed the Kansas-Nebraska Bill on
May 30, 1834, the white population of Kansas was estimated
at 700, (1) consisting of Government agents, licensed traders,
nussionaries, teachers, and white men who had intermarried
with the Indians. The eyes of the Nation were on Kansas. The
South was determined that it should be added to the slave
territory. The North was just as determined that it should
be free territory. Two streams of emigration headed for
Kansas. The incvitable clash came. The Missouri river was the
great artery of travel. In the reign of terror, in 1856, this was
closed to the free state emigrants.

The three towns of Kansas City, Leavenworth and Atchison
were all pro-slavery towns. Wyandotte was as yet unknown. Tt

1. Andreas, History of Kansas, pg. iB.
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was necessary to have a free statc gateway into the Territory,
where steamboats could load and unload. A good rock landing
was found six miles above the mouth of the Kansas River
and it was determined to build a town at that place. In the
neighborhood lived Abelard Guthrie, a white man. He had
been brought in contact with the. Wyandots, while they still
lived in QOhio, and there had met and fallen in love with the
beautiful Nancy Quindaro Brown, daughter of one of the
Wyandot chiefs. Her father did not take kindly to young
Guthrie and carried the girl away to Kansas when the Wyan-
dots emigrated. Guthrie followed the girl to Kansas and
married her in spite of the father’'s screams. He was then adopt-
ed into the tribe. In 1852 Mr. Guthrie (2) was elected a dele-
gate to Congress. While he sought in vain for recognition
from Congress his fight gave him a prominence in affairs that
no one-else in the Territory had.

By the treaty of 18535 (3} the Wyandots became citizens
of the United States and received their lands in severalty. Al-
lotments were made as rapidly as the surveys could be made.
The Guthrie allotment was close to the rocky landing selected
for the free state town site. Guthrie was an ardent free state
man and at once entered whole heartedly into the plans for the
new town. In addition to the Guthrie land, purchases were
made from several other members of the Wyandot tribe, and
in December 1856 the town site was surveyed by Owen A.
Bassett, (4) and named Quindaro in honor of Mrs. Guthrie. It
was thought necessary to have the pro-slavery element among
the Wyandots interested, else tt might be difficult to secure the
lands needed, and so Joel Walker, a brother of Governor
Walker, was induced to become a member of the town
company. The officers of the new town company were Joel

2. Abelard Guthrie was the most prominent free state man in Wy-
andotte county. In 1B4% he was Register of the U. 8. land office at Upper
Sandusky, Ohio. Late in 1843 his nomination was rejected for political
reasons and much chagrined he determined to follow the Wyandots Lo
Knmsas. The lode stone that drew him to the west was Nancy Quindaro
Brown, a Wyandott-Shawnee girl, daughter of Adam Brown, and said to
be the most beautiful girl in the Wyandot Nation. Mr. Guthrie had de-
gsired te marry her in Ohio but this was prevented by her father, who
never liked Guthrie. In the early summer of 1844 the couple were muar-
ried, this being one of the first weddings in Wyandotte county. After
the marriage Mr, Guthrie was adoDted into the Bear clan and given the
name Tak-key-yoh-shrah.tach, which meansa the {win brain, or the man
with two brains. The name wag given to denote his recognized abll]ty

3. Revised Indian Treaties. Adopted Jan. 31, 1855.

4, Owen A, Bassett afterwards became a District Judge and a Grand
‘Master of Kansas Masons.
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Walker, President, Abelard Guthrie. Vice President ; Charles
Robinson, Treasurer, (5); and S. N. Simpson, (6), Secretary.

The town plat was filed in Delaware City, the then county
seat of Leavenworth county, on February rg, 1857. (7) The
platted town covered the west half of section 29, all of section.
30 and fractional section 19. In present day terms it was

e S T Y e

{2

QUINDARO NANCY GUTHRIE.

. Wife of Abelard Guthric and the Wyandot woman after whom the
town of Quindare was named. -

hounded on the north hy the Missouri river, on the east by
Eighteenth street on the south by Brown avenue, and on the,
west by Forty Second street extended. Aside from two diagon-
al streets, “The Levee” and “Main Street,” which ran paralle!

6. Recognized leader of the free state forces and the first Governor
of Kansas under statehood.

. 8. N. SBimpson later became identified with Wyandotte and laid nut
the Riverview addition.

7. “The ariginal plat of Quindaro, lost for fifteen years is found in
the hottom of one of the rile boxes by E. F. Blum. Plat first filed in the
office of the Government Recorder at Delaware City, Feb. 18, 1857. James
Livle. Territorial Recorder'” Kansas City Star, June 1, 1907.
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to the river, the town was on the checker board plan, the east
and west streets being numbered and the north and south streets
being lettered, beginning at the east, The street on the section
line between sections 29 and 30 was an excepticn to this nom-
enclature. Instead of Dbeing called Q" street it was named
“Kansas” and was intended as the main artery of travel down
to the two diagonal business streets on the river front.

No town in Kansas was aver advertised as was Quindaro.
The eyes of the North were on Kansas and the coming of a
free state town was important news. Publicity was to be had
for the asking and the enthusiastic town Dboomers took every
advantage of it. Among the relics preserved by the Kansas
Historical Society is an early day Quindaro poster. In the
center is printed a plat of the town showing lots and Dblocks.
Across the bottom is a map of the United States showing that
all roads lead to Quindaro. In the upper left hand corner is a
map of Kansas showing that all roads into the Territory lead
out of Quindaro. In the upper left hand cerner 15 a we.
printed picture of Quindaro, the beautiful Indian woman for
whom the town was named.

The North responded with alacrity to the call to ccine to
Quindaro. January 1st, 1857, ground was broken for the first
building. (8) In February the Quindaro House, four stories,
60x80 feet was opened, being the first hotel in the county and
the second largest one in the Territory. (9) General merchants,
forwarding and commiission merchants, hardware dealers,
druggists, carpenters, masons, lawyers, doctors, real estate men
and land agents all came to Quindaro. (10) Roads were open-
ed up and on March 30, 1857. a contract was let for a (ree
ferry across the Kansas river to gather the trade from the
southwest. {11) On the 13th of April the f{irst issue of the
Chin-do-wan appeared, full of hope and enthusiasm for the
new town. Iy July the Chin-do-wan heralded the fact that the
census showed 545 actual residents, and that more than twelve
hundred letters had passed through the post ciiice hetween its
opening on June 15th and July 1st.

The Methodists built a church. Subscriptions were being
taken to build the Quindaro, Parkville and Burlington Rail-

8. The original Bhare Book, now in the Dpossession of the Benson
Abstract Co.. show=x that of the 580 shares of stock all but about §0
were Issued.

9. Andreas. History of Kansas, pg. 1230

107 1Ibid.

11. Merrell vs. Charles Robinsen, etal. case 24, Distriet Couri Wyan-
dotte Co.
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road which was to connect with the Hannibal at St. Joe. On
May 24th, the steamer “New Lucy” brought the newly ap-
pointed Goyernor Robert J. Walker to Kansas and he made his
first public’ appearance at Quindaro. The same steamboat
brought the Massachusetts senator Henry Wiison, (12), who
was entertained at the Quindaro House and who also address-
ed the citizens. (13) _

On May 31st, 1857, Albert D. Richardson visited Quindaro
and he gives us a graphic account of the new town in his
hook, “Beyond the Mississippi:

“Three miles above Wyandotte, I reached Quin-
daro also on the Indian reservation. It was in dense
woods, among great ledges, sharp hills and yawning
ravines the roughest site for a town which it hath
entered nto the heart of man to conceive. But here
was absolutely certain to spring up the St. Louis of
the Missouri river. The proprietors proved this to
me incontestably by maps and statistics; by geography
that never blunders and figures that cannot lie.”

“Quindaro, founded upon a rock, would stand un-
moved when the floods should come and the winds
blow. The wild lashings of the Missouri, could never
disturb its serenity. But Wyandott was built upon the
sand; its shore was constantly changing, and, as every
body knew, the great bar in front made it impossible
to land a steamer- except in very high water. It was
ntidsummer madness to build a town there. Lieut.
Gov. Roberts and the other founders knew this, and
only wanted to make money out of the immigrants
unacquainted with the vagaries of the great river.
Quindaro would have five thousand people within
two years. As I was a newspaper correspondent on de-
lightful terms of familiarity with the public ear and
as I could serve them by writing the truth, the simple
unclouded truth—a few choice lots could be secured
for me at a very low figure. They would double in
value within three months. Shares were offered at one
thousand dollars, and soon after a single lot changed
hands for fifteen hundred dollars.”

- “The New England founders were very much in
earnest. They had built a three story frame hotel, the
largest. in the Territory, and a steam saw mill with

12. Kansas Historical Collecilons, Vol. XTI, pg. 7.
13. ‘Andreas, History of Kansas. pg. 1231.
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an engine of one hundred twenty horse power. Sub~
stantial edifices of stone and wood were rising. The
main thoroughfare, Kansas Avenue, at right angles
with the river, was Dbeing excavated into a formidable
bluff, with the wild expectation of cutting through,
Ultimately, the work was abandoned and the work
stopped midway in the hill against a rock and a bank
of gravel.”

“In this town, four months old, was printed a
creditable weekly newspaper called the Chin-do-wan
(pilot or leader.) Its proprietors were capable and
hopeful.”

By July the “Otis Webb,” a full grown steam ferry boat,
100 feet long with a 26 foot beam, was making hourly trips
between Quindaro—the only rock bottom landing city on the
river—and the city of Parkville. (14) This boat was a side
wheeler of 100 tons burden, and was huilt at Wellsville, Ohio,
in the summer of 1857, by Gov. Charles Robinson, Otis Webb,
Fielding Johnson and Col. George W. Veale. She was hrought
to the mouth of the Kansas river in the fall of the year, and
entered service in the following spring, making regular trips
from Leavenworth to Topeka- She drew 26 inches of water,
and cost $7,000. Later it had a route from Quindaro and Park
vilie to Ft. Leavenworth. (15)

A line of stage coaches were being operated frol Quindaro
to Lawrence. (16) By October the saw mill was completed.
It was erected by the Town Company, had twenty saws and
was a “world beater” for the period. (17) Its capacity was
15,000 feet of lumber daily. (18) By June 1858 the town
boasted of 100 buildings on the town site, many of them of a
substantial metropolitan appearance. (19)

The Lightfoot of Quindaro was running regularly between
Quindaro and Lawrence. This boat was the first boat built in
Kansas and had across the stern above the wheel, this legend,
“Lightfoot of Quindaro.” It was a stern wheeler of 100 feet in
length and 24 feet beam, with a hold of 3 or 4 feet. There
were a few state i'o_oms, and the freight capacity of the boat

14. Paper read by F. H. Betton before the Wyandotte Historical
Society, June 13, 1896. ; :

16. .Kansas Histgrical Collections, Vol. IX, pg. 342

16. Andreas. History of Kansas, pg. 1231. )

17. Paper read by F. H. Betton before the Wyandotte Historical So-
ciety, June 13, 1894.

18. Andreag, History of Kansas, pg. 1231.

19. Ibld.
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was probably seventy-five tons, on a draft of eighteen inches.
It was buift by Thaddeus Fyatt of New York City. (20)

Quindaro was designed as a temperance town and when the
hquor dealers, with their usual disregard of public sentiment,
invaded the town the citizens took the law into their own
hands and abated the nuisances. Two stories from eve witness-
es have come down to us. The first is from the Chinduwan in
its issue of June 20, 1857:

“TEMPERANCE MEETING—DESTRUCTION OF
WHISKEY—BRANDY ON THE GROQUND

“On Tuesday evening June 16th, the citizens of Quindaro
convened in a public meeting to take into considera. it tue
existance of a few doggeries which were covertly opened here
within a few weeks. The mieeting was organized by calling J.
T. Gibson to the chair and choosing Wm. Shepherd, secretar,.”

“The following petition got up, circulated and signed by
some of the prominent ladies of Quindaro was read:

“TO THE MEN OF QUINDARO—GREETING:

Thoroughly convinced by the ohservations and experiences
of the past, that intemperance is the deadliest foe to all that i3
good in man, or desirable in his social surroundings—and
made painfully aware that its dens and agencies are already in
our midst, degrading manhood and destroying the hope of home
prosperity, which has won wives and mothers to meet cheer-
fully the toils and privations of a mew country in the midst of
strangers-—we, the undersigned women of Quindaro, do hereby
appeal to the men of Quindaro, and respectfully petition them
to take speedy and efficient measures for the casting out of the
vile demon that is entering our homes and brutalizing the
guardians of all our social and State interests.”

“After the reading of the above, S. C. Smith, J. M. Walden,
and the chairmen were called on and each made brief speeches
urging that there should be efficient steps taken to abate as a
nuisance whiskey and other similar intoxicating liquors.”

“On motion a committee of three was appointed to report to
the meeting the names of twenty persons to act as a vigilant
cornmittee to search out the doggeries and destroy the liquors
found ahout them. The report of the committee was adopted
and the vigilant commitiee instructed to aet as above directed.”

20. Eansas Historical Ceollections, Vol. IX, pg. 3I%
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, “THE RESULT”

“On Wednesday morning at daylight, the vigilance committee
assembled and proceeded to discharge the duty assigned. Liquor
kept for sale was found at three places. At one place a harrel
of whiskey and a keg of brandy which had been brought to
town the night previous were emptied, their contents about
forty gallons of whiskey and six gallons of brandy poured on
the ground. At another place a large keg of whiskey was
drained, and at a third place part of a harrel of whiskey was
poured out. The conunittee not finding any more of the
“Creature” to punish, adjourned to meet at the call of the
chairman.”

“In performing this task the committee onlv destroyed such
hiquors as it was evident the proprietor kept for sale. Ale and
beer were not interfered with. It was only whiskey, brandy and
such liquors that were doomed. No personal violence was offer-
ed to the persons engaged in the nefarious traffic. It has been
from the first the prevailing sentiment in Quindaro that no
rummies should be allowed to exist here; of this every person
has been duly warned, which warning not being heeded we
are glad to record that our citizens have made a law unto them-
selves and abated the vilest nuisances that can curse a place.”

The other story is from the pen of Albert D. Richardson,
whom the Chindawon article listed as one of the sneakers at
the meeting. In his book, “Beyond the Mississippi,” pages 51
and 52 Richardson says:

“I reached Quindaro again, in season to attend a public
meeting. There were always public meetings. The people were
the victims of oratory. Almost nightly a hand bell would gather
together from fifty to two hundred citizens who would elect
a president .and secretary, call upon two or three. fiuent speak-
ers to harangue them, pass resolutions and then adjourn to
await the record of their proceedings in the next issne of the .
Chin-do-wan.” ,

“This was a temperance meeting. Quindaro was distinctively
a temperance-town. Lots had been deeded with the express stinu-
lation that they should not be occupied by liqu~r sellers. Still
several low groggeries. fountains of bad habits and worse
whiskey. had risen to frighten the isle from its propnrietv. All
the leading woinen joined in a petition to the men to take
speedv and efficinet measures. for casting out the vile demon.

“The meeting accordinglv selected three of its members to
appoint 2 vigilance committee of twenty. to cast out the vile
demon. It was organized forthwith, and sallied out at day-
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light the next morning. The first saloon was kept by a herculian
German who, refusing to give up his keys, retreated behind
his bar, pointed two enormous self cocking six shooters at the
invaders, and swore he would blow out the brains of the first
man molesting him or his whiskey. Several of the visitors also
drew revolvers hut the German’s eye was wicked, and they
hesitated.”

“Their leader, a lithe, young man, armed only with a whale-
bone cane, had served in Lane's army and snelt gunpowder.
Turning to his companions, he said guietly:

“Kill him boys, if he shoots me.”

“Then he sprang over the bar and wrested both revolvers
from the plucky but overpowered Teuton. But suddenly the
German’s wife, awakened by the noise, rushed from her bed
room to the scene of conflict, dragging a clothes line, which
had caught her foot, and which was about the only thing in
the line of clothes adorning her person. She flung hard words,
broken English and all other loose articles she could lay hands
upon, at her unceremonious callers. But they unlocked a closet,
rolled out and emptied two cases of whiskey, and one brandy.
Two other saloons were simliarly visited and purged. The lrish
keeper of one vowed by all the saints that he had 'not a drcp
of the crathur’, and none was discovered in the house; but a
mound of fresh earth, just outside suggested dark suspicions;
and from it was exhumed a barrel of whiskey which was spilled
to his sore discomfiture. Neither ale nor beer was destroyed ;
and just after sunrise the committee separated for breakfast.”

Three times the Territorial Legislature passed Acts for the
incorporation of Quindaro before it got one that was satis-
factory. The first one, passed Feb. 9, 1858. (21) neglected 1o
tell in what town and range the incorporated city was to be
located. The second one passed in January, 1859, (22) made a
mistake in the range number and described a tract of Missouri
land. The third one, passed later in the same month, (23)
corrected the mistake in the second act and the incorparated
town was finally described as follows:—

“Commencing at the southwest corner of the southeast

quarter of Section 36, town 10 range 24 east: thence

2% miles to the south east corner of section 32 thence

north about two miles to the middle of the Missouri

river; thence up along the middle of said river, to a
2. Laws, 1858, chapter 98.

22. Laws. 185%. chapter i07.
23. Ibid., chapter 109.
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point due north of the place of beginning; thence
south to the place of beginning.

Bounding it in present day terms, we would say that it was
bounded on the north by the Missouri river; on the east by
Twelfth street; on the south by Parallel avenue; and on the
west by a line extended from where Highway 40 turns onto the
old Parallel road at Queens Gardens. The incorporated town
contained about six sections of land but as has already been
stated only about one fourth of this area was platted into lots
and blocks. !

The fall of Quindaro was alimost as rapid as its rise. The

RUINS OF OLD QUINDARO.
Supposed to be the remains of the old state hotel.

utter' rout of the proslavery element in the Territory left
all the river towns in control of the free state people. Town
building had been over done. The Wyandotte payments from
the Government had ceased. cutting out that much Iocal trade.
Then came the panic in the fall and winter of 185g and im-
provements ceased. Wyandotte, situated on two rivers instead
of one, proved a more advantageous location and drew the
trade. The task of bringing down the hills was considered too
great, Mismanagement crept in. Mr. Guthrie, who had lost
his all in the town venture, blamed Gov. Robinson for the
trouble and is exceptionally bitter towards him in his journal,
Then came the war and most of the male population enlisted.
George 'W. Veale, who landed at Quindaro on, April 75]]*
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1857, engaged in the mercantile business and became one of
the leading citizens in the town, and raised a company at Quin-
daro when the war came, wrote of Quindarc as follows: (z24)

“Quindaro was a historic free-state town, situated
on the banks of the Missouri river, in what was then
Leavenworth county. Quindaro was the name of
Abelard Guthrie’'s wife, and the name was spelled
in Wyandot, “Seh Quindaro”. She was a Wyandot
Indian woman. Her husband, Abelard Guthrie. was
a white man, well informed and was a delegate to Con-
gress from Nebraska in 1852 He was a native of
Ohio, and was the instigator and prime mover in lay-
ing out the town of Quindaro. Mr. Guthrie, being
an ardent free state man, sought Governor Robinson,
S. C. Pomeroy, S. N. Simpson and several other free-
state men and organized a free-state town. located on
Mrs. Guthrie's land, with other lands they had pur-
chased for that purpose. The little town grew amaz-
ingly for a while—two vears or more. At one time it
had pretensions of heing a city. Tt had a city organ-
ization—mayor and council—who met weekly to de-
liberate concerning the interests of the thriving town.
Quindaro had two good hotels, one of them auite
large. two prosperous churches. Methodist and Con-
gregational, hoth with good buildings for worship; also
aJarge livery barn. with hacks and stages leaving every
morning for the interior towns of the territory, car-
rying mail nnd nassengers. At one time it had about
1,000 population, all branches nf hirizac- heine~ pen.
resented—Ilawvers, doctors, mechanics of all kind: one
newspaper, called the Quindaro Chindowan, owned by
a company of leading business men and edited by J. M.
Walden. at that time a youth just out of college and
an ardent free-state man. In 1858 he was elected a
member of the Leavenworth constitutional conventinn,
where he served with distinction. At the present time
he 1s a ruling hishop in the Methodist TEpiscopal
church.”

“V. T. Lane. at the nresent time editor and nublish-
er of the Wvandotte Herald. was at that time the post-
master at Quindaro. and had his office in the store of

24. Kangas Historleal Collections Vol, XTI, pg. 6. Paper rcad Pec: |
1888.
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Johnson & Veale. Alfred Gray, now deceased, was a
prominent man there. He was county commissioner
of Leavenworth county in 1858, and later was a quar-
termaster in the volunteer service in the Fifth Kansas
cavalry, and still later became secretary of the Kansas
State Board of Agriculture, where he served with dis-
tinction and credit to himself and with great satisfac-
tion and benefit to the state. Charles Chadwick, a
lawyer was another of Quindaro’s prominent men. In
1861 he became private secretary to Gov. Charles Rob-
inson, and in the succeeding year hecame adjutant gen-
eral of the state.

Your humble servant was the first sheriff of the
new county of Wyandotte, appointed and commission-
ed by J. W. Denver, then governor of the territory.
At Quindaro we had a steam ferry, and the roughs
from Missouri would demand free ferriage. They came
over i gangs to vote, and many times helped them-
selves to whatever property they wanted, and occas-
ionally shot some free-state fellow—just for fun—

their principal cf action bheing ~anything to preyent

Kansas from becoming ‘a free state.”
“When the new county of Wyandotte-was organized
and Wyandotte made the county seat, Quindaro began

to wane. = The powerful influences froni the county’

seat began to be felt. Another sun had risen, the
beams of which did not reach Quindaro.”

“Quindaro died easily; no more struggles after the
war.”

193

In 1862 the Legislature repealed the law incorporating the

town of Quindaro and named Quindaro Township as the suc-
cessor of the town company with instructions to wind up its
affairs, (25). In 1872 and 1873 the old town site was vacated
except here and there a street. {26).

The final act of the drama of Quindaro was staged in the U.

S. Circuit Court. (27) On the original plat of Quindaro six
blocks covering 22% acres, had leen set aside and dedicated as a
public park. J.J. Squires, a Kansas City, Mo., banker secured

D.

25 'Laws, 18G2, Chapter §50. Passed Jar. 6, 1362,

2. Commiesloners Minutes, Book C, pgs. 296. 316, 545, 562 and Book

pes. 11 and 13.
27. Quindare Township ve Squires §1 Ted. 152,

28. The Township was given the property on the theor¥ that fifteen
years posscssion gave titie.
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quit-claim deeds from Guthrie, Robinson, Simpson and their
wives, and- the heirs of Joel Walker, and took possession. of the
park, Quindaro Township brought a suit in ejectment in the
district court of Wyandotte county, claiming that the old town
company parted with all its rights when the tract was dedi-
cated for park purposes. Squires, being a non resident, had the
case transferred to the Federal court. In the trial in the Feder-
al district court Squires won, and the Township appealed. At
the hearing in the U. S. circuit court the district court was
reversed and the title to the park was held to be in Quindaro
Township: - ‘

Year after vear Kansas City extended her houndaries to the
northivest taking in more and more of the old town site of
Quindare. TFinally she reached out around the 22%-acre park
and brought it within the city limits (29). Quindaro Town-
ship then deeded to Kansas City its interest in this historic
spot. (30) As the plat of Quindaro was filed three months prior
to the plat of old Wyandotte, it makes this park the oldest park
in the park system of Kansas City, Kansas. It is probably the
oldest park in the state of Kansas as it is very doubtful whether
any town plat filed in Kansas. previous to February 1g,
1857, makes provision for a public park.

Tifrie has obliterated all of the business huildings that once
stood in old Quindaro. The foundations of some of them can
still ‘be traced, but no marker has been raised to mark the site
of what in its short career was the best advertised and the most
important town in the Territory of Kansas.

29. Ordinance 20547. passed Dec. 1, 1923 .
3::).8 Réazg;ister of Deeds, Wyandotte County, Book 75, pg. 106. Recordegd
Feb, 8, 1 s
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PLLACE :— Huron Place in Old Wyandotte.
TIME :— The Year 1830.
EVENT :—A Dedication for Public Use.

The Wyandotte City Town Company filed its town plat with
the Register of Deeds, of Wyandotte Countyv, Sept. 28, 18509.
On the plat the square of ground bounded on the north by Min-
nesota avenue; on the east by Sixth street; on the south by Ann
avenue; and on the west by Seventh street, was named “Huron
Place.” One hundred and fifty feet squares in each corner
were marked “Church Lot.” ‘The center of the square was
dedicated to public use in these words:

“Public Grounds — Also Huron Place except a
lot in the SW corner, one in the SE corner and also
one in the NE corner which are respectively 150 feet
square and dedicated to church purposes. Also ex-
cepting so much as is occunied by the Methodist church
South and by the burying ground adjoining said
church as represented on the map.”

On the plat, within the public grounds as thus described, was
an irregular strip having a frontage on Minnesota avenue. Ann
avenue and Sixth street, marked “Seminary Place.” (1)

A previous plat had been filed in Leavenworth County, but
it contained no dedication of public grounds.

Wyandotte was, in 1859, a struggling village with possibly
400 inhabitants. The business section was down on the “Levee’"
and Third street. Huron Place, while geographically in the
town, was really out in the country. Minnesota avenue, now
the principal artery of travel, was not to be graded for vears
to come. Thirty-one years later (April 28, 1800), Mayor Coy.
in addressing the city council, said “Huron Place is still the
Street Commissioners’ dumping ground.” (2)

The Town Company deeded the “Church Lot” on the south-
east corner of the square, where the Grund hotel now stands.
to the St. Pauls Protestant Episcopal church (3) and the lot
on the southwest corner of the square, where the Scottish Rite.
Temple now stands, to the Methodist Episcopal Church wor-

1. Register of Deeds. Wyandotte County, Plat No. 1. )
2. Goedspeed, Wyandotte County and Kansaa Clty. pg. 430,
3. Book E. pg. 37, Register of Deeda. Wyandotte County.
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shipping i the German language (4).. Three years later the
Town Co. issued another deed to the southwest corner lot to
the First African Methodist Church. (5). Eventually this
matter was ironed out and the title of the First African Aeth-
odist was made good. Both the St. Pauls Episcopal and the
African Methodist churches built on their lots and eventually
both organizations lost their properties.

The Town Co. did not own that part of “Huron Place” lying
west of the cemetery. This was the property of Hiram M.
Northup. In 1860 Mr. Nerthup deeded a half acre tract al the
northwest corner of the square to the M. E. Church South for
$1,000. (6). That organization built a substantial church
building on this propertv and vears later. when Minnesota ave-
nue developed into the principal business street of the town, sold
out at a handsome profit. For four years before the comple-
tion of the court house, on the opposite corner, the county rented
a part of this church building for a court room. (7)

The “Church Lot” at the northeast corner of the square,
where the Commercial National Bank building now stands, re-
mained a weed and brush patch for years. In 1868 the County
Commiissioners desired to purchase it as a site for a court house
and jail. Isaiah Walker, a member of the then defunct Town
Company, appeared before the hoard and offered the tract to
the county for $750.00. Thercupon the hoard passed a resolu-
tion offering $700.00 for the tract. This offer was accepted.
Warrants were issued in the name of the Town Company aggre-
gating $700.00 and Isaiah Walker receipted for the same and
they were dulv paid. On September &, 1868, John McAlpine,
as Trustee for the Town Company. duly executed and delivered
to the county a deed to the property. (8)

So far as the records show the county never took possession
of this lot. nor attempted to exercise any authority over it, until
Jan. 12, 1880, when the commissioners ordered it surveyed and
fenced. (9) A vear and a hali later, June 15, 1881, the com-
missioners leased the lot for a term of five vears at $100.00
per year, (10). and a lumber yard was opened on the lot. The
county reserved the right however to cancel the lease at any
time. This it id and on January 16, 1882, the commissioners

Register of Deeds, Wyandolte County, Book B, pg. 225
Register of Deeds, Wyandotte County, Book I, pe. 411
Register of Deeds, Wvyandotte County, Book T. pe. 383.
Commiasioners Minutes, Book B, pgs. 65 and 369.

Armstrong vs Partamouth 57 Wansns BA,
Commissioners Minuies, Book T, pg. 147

10: 7Ibid., pg. 318

B o1 OO
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passed a resolution that the court house be located and built
upon the plot of ground owned by the county in Huron Place,
now occupied by the Wyandotte Lumber Company. (11)

On February 21, 1882, the First Presbyterian Church, which-
had been organized in 1857, but which had never grown.or.
prospered very much, commenced an action against the Com-
missioners to restrain the county from exercising any jurisdic-
tion over this lot. The church, in its petition, alleged that this
lot had heen dedicated on the town plat for church purposes;
that this church was the one for which the lot had heen intended 7

THE PUBLIC LIBRARY d
In Huron PATkK 9u the ground marked "Seminary” in the, plat ar
old Wyandotte,

that the deed to the county should be held null and void; and
that the county should be adjudged to hold the ot in trust for
the chureh:, (2) '
At the trial in the District Court the dedication on’ the plat
of this lot for church purposes was shown. It was also shcwn
that the records of the Town Company disclosed that on May
2, 1857, it was resolved that—"A church lot be appropriated to
the use of the Preshyvterian Church. New School, on applica-
tron of Mr. Goodrich.” (13). Judge Wagstaff iound for the

11. Ihid.. pg. 411.
12. First Presbyterian Chureh vs. Commissioners, cazé 2898; and Arfn-

strong vs. Portsmouth 57 Kansas 82,
13, 30 Kansas 620.
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church holding that the county held its deed from the Town
Company only as a trustee for the church and quieting the title
to the property in the church (14). The county appealed the
case to the Supreme Court where the judgment entered by
Judge Wagstaff was affirmed. (15)

The Presbyterians then erected a church building on the lot,
fronting Sixth street, and the congregation continued to wor-
ship there until 1888. By that time two double track street
railways had been constructed, one on Minnesota avenue and
the other on Sixth street, the latter having made an excavation
about fifteen feet in depth in front of the church building, in
order to go under Minnesota avenue, and the use of the prop-
erty for church purposes was considered undesirable. (16)

On Aprii 11, 1888, the First Presbyterian Church and Q. S.
Bartlett, filed a petition in the District Court (17) asking for
equitable relief.. The, Board of County Comunissioners were
made the defendant. The petition recited the facts as to the
history of the property and stated that Bartlett was ready to
purchase the property at a price of $50,000. The church asked
that it might be allowed to make the sale and invest the pro-
ceeds in another site and church building. On May 12, 1888,
Judge O. L. Miller granted the prayer of the petitioners and
ordered the county to make a deed of the property to the church
that a proper transfer could be made to Bartlett. The church
trustees were required to give a bond in the sum of $60,000
that the funds would be invested in another site and fund with--
in the limits of the old Town of Wyandotte. Bartlett paid the
$50,000 and the church trustees purchased another site and
erected a church edifice at a cost of $60,000. (18)

In course of time the property, after passing through several
hands, came into the possession of the Portsmouth Building Co.
This company prepared to build a large office building and was
excavating for the same, when on April 7, 1890, Silas Arm-
strong and 16 others, claiming to be the heirs or assignees of
the members of the old Wyandotte City. Town Company, at-
tempted to stop the work. (19). In their petition they alleged-
that the Presbyterian church had been given the lot for church.

i4. Commissloners Minutes, Book J, pg. 376.
16, 30 Kansas 620.
16. Armstrong vs. Portamouth 67 Kansas 65.
17. Firat Presbyterian Church vs. Board of County Commidsioners,
case No. 4835, -
" 18. Armstrong vs. Portsmouth 57 Kansas §6.
1%. Armstrong vs, Portsmouth, case No. §621.
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purposes only and that now having abandoned it for churéh’
purposes it should revert to the donors. Judge O. Ii. Millers
heard the case and found for the defendants. In & lengthy:-
written opinion, filed May s, 1891, the court held" that: where.
property, real or personal, had been granted for pious or charit-
able uses, and it was made to appear that the trust cg,uld( not -
be carried out in the precise manner intended, a court of equilt)g;
might order such change in the property or funds as, might,
be necessary to carry out the objects and purposes of the.grant,.
as near as possible. That a proper application had.been made,
regarding this property and that the church had been given .
permission by the court to dispose of the property. Fu_rgh;;r;
more, even though there was a reservation the plaintiffs could .
not profit by it for the Town Company, by virtue of which .
they claimed, parted with all interest it had in the praperty. when
John McAlpine, its Trustee, made his deed to the Commissicilers
of Wyandotte county. The plaintiffs appealed the case to the .
Supreme Court where the judgment of Judge Miller was af-.
firmed. (20) - .
In 1867 School District No. 1, alias Wyandotte, was ready
to build a school. The Board of Education. locked on the .wegd;.h
and brush patch, marked “Huron Place” on the map, and pro-
nounced it good, and so asked the City Council to"convey to ‘it
that part which had been dedicated for seminary puoposes. The
Council, by resolution, granted that part “bounded on the. east”
by Sixth street, on the north and south by church lots named”
on the plat and west by a line drawn from the western bound-
aries of said church lots.” (21) The Board of Educatioh want'
ed more ground and so the Council, by another resolution, gave’
an additional 65 feet the whole.length of the first grant. (2'2) "
The next year the Central School, a nine room brick with a seat-
ing capacity of 542 and heated with steam, was built.  For-
thirty years this was the principal school building ‘iz old Wyan-
dotte. )
It took thirty years to outgrow the Central School. Then"
the Board of Education began to consider plans for 4 new. high
school on the same site. The City 6f Kansas City now came”
into court and asked for an injunction restraining tle Board'
of Education from erecting its proposed building, alleging that'
the ground known as “Iuron Place” had been dedicated by the
Town Company for park purposes only and that the Board of

20. Armastrong vs, Porlsmouth 57 Kansés 62.
21. Minutes City Council.
22, TIbtd.
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Education had no rights there. (23) The District Court
granted the injunction. The immediate effect of this was to
send the location of the new high school to the corner of Ninth
and Minnesota.

The Board of Education appealed the case to the Supreme
Court and here the judgment of the District Court was re-
versed. (24}, the Court holding that the marking “Seminary
Place” on the original plat showed the purpose for which the
grant was intended; that a seminary was a school; that the
Board of Education was rightfully in possession; and that the
resolutions passed by the City Council thirty years before neither
added to nor took from its rights. The judgment was reversed
with instructions to ascertain the houndaries of the tract desig-
nated as “Seminary Place” and to quiet the title of the Board
of Education thereto as against the City. The city engineer was
called upon to locate the boundaries and his report was accepted
by the District Court and spread upon the records of the Court.
(25). It shows a frontage of 154 feet on Sixth street, 88 feet
on Minnesota avenue and 88 feet on Ann avenue. These three
frontages are connected by boundary lines of curves, tangents
and radii utterly incomprehensible to the lay mind.

Back in the early nineties the City Federation of Womens’
Clubs of Kansas City, Kansas, was organized with the declared
object of founding a public fibrary. Mrs. Saralh Ann Richart
was elected first president. Every known device was employved
to obtain money to buy books. So far as is new known no
record has been preserved of the list of clubs that joined in
this work. The minutes of the Mary Tenney Gray Travelers
Club, one of the clubs which belonged to the City Federatign,
for August 1st, 1892, states that the Public Library opened May
15, 1892, and that during the three months past the Club had
sold 78 membership tickets at one dollar each; had given a pub-
lic dinner which netted $39.20; and that the proceeds had been
invested in 57 volumes which are listed with their respective
prices. In addition to this a list is given of contributions by
individual members amounting to 60 more volumes. Were the
minutes of the other members of the Federation available
no doubt they would show similar activity.

The Legislature of 1893 passed a special Act giving the Board
of Education of Kansas City, Kansas, authority to levy a half

23. City of Kansas City vs. Board of Education, case No. 13791.
24. 62 Kansas 174,
25. Court Journal No. 25.
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mill tax for library purposes. (26) Nearly six years went by
however, before the board acted. At at meeting of the Board of
Education on January 2, 18gg (27) the Board accepted the re-
sponsibility of library adiministration for the city and then the
library began to grow. Quarters were first established at Sev-
enth and Minnesota and later changed to Fifth and Minnesota.
In the meantime a connection had been made with Andrew Car-
negie and on August 5, 1901 (28) his offer of $75,000 for a
library building was accepted by the Board of Education.

A “Gentleman’s Agreement” was made with the city council
whereby the two civic bodies which had been so recently in the
courts would pool their interests in “Huron Place”. By the
terms of this agreement the new Carnegie library building was
to have a suitable place and all the rest of the square was to be
converted into a park to be under city control. The City at once
passed an ordinance for the grading of Huron Place (29) and
some twenty feet, or more, was taken off the hill on which the
old central school building once stood, reducing the grade to its
present level.

The corner stone of tlhe new library building was laid on
Sept. 6, 1902, and three thousand people gathered in IHuron
Place to take part in the ceremonies. (30)

Huron Place stands today with its public library under the
jurisdiction of the Board of Education, its beautiful park, under
the control of the Park Department of the city, and overlook-
ing it all is the old “Huron Cemetery”, which the city, by con-
tract with the Government, is réquired to give the same per-
petual care that it gives to its holdings in Huron Place. (31)

When the public library moved into its new quarters in Huron
Place in 1894, it had 5,500 books on its shelves. In the thirty
years that have elapsed it has grown until now it has 95,000
books on its shelves. The total circulation of books for the
year 1904, the first year in the new building, was Go,192.

In addition to the main library in Huron Place there are now
four full time branch libraries. The Argentine branch library
18 located in Emerson Park in a Carnegie building. The Wyan-
dotte branch library is located in the Wyandotte high school
building and is a combination high school and junior college

26. Laws, 1803, Chapter 107. Passed Mar. 9, 1868
27. Minutes of the Board,

28. Ibid.

28. Ordinance 4858 passed Jan. 21, 1902

30. Kansas City World. Sept. 7, 1902. .

31. Contract on file in office of City Clerk.
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library.  The Rosedale branch library is located in the Rose-
dale high school building and is a combination high school and
public library. The Northeast branch library is located in the
Northeast junior high school building and 'is a2 combination
school and public library. Part time libraries are also located
in the Armourdale community house, the Bethel neighborhood
center, the Whittier school, the Quindaro school and the
Stephens memorial church. During the year 1934 these branch
libraries circulated 198,730 books. Seventeen school libraries
were maintained during the year 1934 with a circulation of
20,100 books. During the year 1934 the circulation from the
main building: was 184,000 books. The total circulation for
1934 was 403.880 books.
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PILACE Banks of the Misouri and Kansas Rivers
TIME: The Year 1857
EVENTS: 1. The Public Levee:

II. The Exodusters.

Upon the original plat of the old town of Wyandotte there
was a tract of land, irregular in shape, from 700 to 9oo feet
wide and perhaps a mile long, fronting on the Kansas and
Missour: rivers and marked, “Levee.” 'This plat, which was
filed in Leavenworth County, May 14, 1857, made no dedica-
tion of this ground for public purposes, but when the new
county of Wyandotte was formed: in 1859 a plat was filed
in the Register of Deeds office which carried this dedication -

“Public Ground: The Levee extending from the
northern boundary of the Ferry tract to the northern
boundary of the town and irom the front lots to the
rivers.” (1)

The public did not wait for a dedication of the levee for
public purposes, any more than it waited for deeds. from the.
town company for the town lots it had purchased, bt pro-
ceeded to take possession of “the Levee.” On June 8, 18358 a
town government was provided for Wyandotte. Within less
than six weeks a red hot controversy was being waged as to
what use might be made of the Levee. The minutes of the
Tristees recite that on June 20, 1858, on motion of Mr. Glick,
the marshal was instructed to notify the owners of the wharfs
and ferry boats to have the same removed from their present
situation to some point other than on the Missouri:river be-:
tween the mouth of the Kansas river and the mouth of Jersey-
creek.  The marshal reported back at the next meeting -that'
he had notified the owners of the boats lying 4t the levee .to
remove the same. The ferry. boat has been removed into-the
Kansas river but that Mr. Hunt refused to remove the Wharf
Boat stating he had a written permit from Town Conipany al-
lowing him to remain’ two years.. A petition was presented, sign-
ed by 8o citizens. asking that Hunt be given the. privilege of
staying, - as he had Dbeen at-expense in placing this boat  at’
the landing in-the éarly  history of our city when it" was. a;
great advantage to our new city. Mr. Glick moved that F. A.
Hunt be allowed the privilege of hauling his wharf boat on
the shore at any point on. the Missouri river south of Kansas

4, Register of Deeds, Wyandotte County, Plat Book 1, pg. 3
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avenue (now State) and keep the same there as long as the
same will not be an obstruction to the levee or a nuisance to
the town. There were two votes for and two against the reso-
luion and the chairman settled the tie in favor of the resolu-
tion. Before the day was over a special meeting of the
trustees was called This time there was a petition, signed by
87 citizens, remonstrating against the use of our public fevee
in such a way, as we believe it wiil hinder the landing of
our goods, obstruct our view and will be planting an intoler-
able nuisance in our midst. By the same two to two vote, with
the chairman casting the deciding vote, the remonstrance was
rejected. The two objectors to the wharf boat location present-
ed their protest in writing and by the same two to two vote,
the chairman casting the deciding vote, the remonstrance was
laid on the table. (2)

There are some early day references in regard to the hous-
ing shortage in the town of Wyandotte and of the steamboat
captain who moored his boat to the shore and converted his
cabins into sleeping quarters for the use of the public. Un-
doubtediy Mr Hunt, over whom the levee controversy arose,
and the steamboat captain were one and the same person. The
floating hotel, whoever the owner may have been, was still doing
business a year later when the delegates came to Wryandotte to
make a constitution for the prospective state of Kansas.

The Missouri river was the only arterv of travel, and
during the building boom of 1858, block 16, which stretched
from State to Nebraska and fronting on “The Levee,” fiiled
up with brick buildings,. two at least being four stories
high. (3) It was in one of these huildings on the levee that
the constitution of Kansas was made. With the coming of the
railroads, the glory of the levee departed never to return.

On December 23. 1863 the City of Wyandotte entered into
an agreement with the Union Pacific to deed the Levee to
that railroad. (4) The railroad was to build a dep~t and
machine shops and a connecting line with the main line of
the road. The city reserved the steamboat landing. with the
right to take tolls, wharfage and other dues from the naviga-
tion of the two rivers except from such freight as passed over.
or was destined to pass over, the Union Pacific. The deed

2. Minutes of July 20,.1858.
3. Deposition in Corwin vs. Mever, case 423, District Court Wyandotte

County.
4. Register of Deeds, Wyandotte County, Book &, pg. 81,
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from the city to the railroad company was not made until
July 1, 1865 and differed somewhat from the original agree-
ment. Nebraska was made the dead line. All north of that
went to the railroad the city reserving the part lying south of
Nebraska and the exclusive control of all ferries over the
Missour1 and Kansas rivers except for railroad purposes. The
railroad was to erect all machine shops and houses, car manu-
facturies, passenger and freight depots as soon as needed. (5)

The Union Pacific Eastern Division established its general
offices in the “Levee block,” being block 16, located its shops
ou the levee and for a number of years maintained its termin-
als on the levee grounds. The ties and rails out of which the
Union Pacific was built were brought up the Missouri river by
boats and unloaded on the levee. G. L. Chadburn, the abstract-
er, tells this story: “My father was the store keeper for the
Union Pacific. I was a small hoy and father would put me
up ou top of a pile of ties and for hours I would watch the
black boatmen as, singing at their work, they carried the ties
and heavy rails up out of the hoats and piled them on the
tevee.” It was here on the levee that the “Wyandotte,” the
first Union Pacific engine was landed and given a dip into the
river. One story is that the boat crew were not experts at
handling engines and the run way, to get the engine from the
boat to the land, was not properly braced, and the engine
went into the river. It took a good deal of work to get it to
the shore but it was finally accomplished and the engine, none
the worse for its dip into the “big muddy.” was set on the
rails.

The other story is that the engine ran off an open switch
and pitched over into the river. As both stories are vouched
for by witnesses still living. who insist, that they saw it all. the
only way to reconcile them is to decide that the Wyandotte
must have gone into the river twice.

The goose neck, formed by the Kansas river and the bluff,
south of the levee, prevented ecasv access to its terminals. and
so. after a few vears the Union Pacific abandoned its holdings
cn the levee and moved its terminals and shons un the Kansas
river tn what became known as the Union Pacific vards. The
levee then became a-waste. Several railwayvs were given right
of way across it, a few small plants were given sites at a
nominal rent, and numerous squatters built shacks wpy it

It was on the levee that the “Exodusters” landed. Between

5. Ihid Book T, pg. 521
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the years 1878 and 1882 twenty thousand colored people frcm
the South came to Kansas. Many came by trains but hundreds
came up the Mississippi and Missouri rivers by boat and were
landed on the Wyandotte levee. The tide seems to have reach-
ed its highest point in Wyandotte in the month of April, 1870.
The files of V. J. Lanes paper, the Herald, tell the story from
week to week as the tide rose and feil. Under date of April 3
1879 it tells that: “Last week the Fannie Lewis left 150 to 200
colored immigrants on the levee. They were principally from
Louisiana and Mississippi and were bound for the interior of
the state. The Joe Kinney brought up on Monday some 400
more. Nicodemus seems to be the objective point.”

Date of April 10, 1879: “During the past ten days a large
number of colored immigrants from ILouisiana, Alabama,
Mississippi and Tennessee have heen landed in Kanasas. Near-
ly all of them are penniless, many are sick and all of them
objects of sympathy. A public meeting was held at the court
room on Tuesday afternoon to take steps for their relief and
to provide against spreading of contagious diseases. V. J. Lane
was chairman and H. L. Alden. secretary. Resolutions were
passed to the effect that while the community recognized its
obligations, the citizens of the whole state should be called up-
on for help. Mayor Stockton. Dan Williams, Q. C. Palmer,
Rev. R. M. Tunnell and Father Kuhls were appointed a com-
mittee.”

The Herald of April 17th tells of another meting at which
D. E. Cornell, L. G. Cook. G. W. Bishop, A. G. Wolcott. H.
M. Northrup. J. L. Conklin, George H. Miller and V. J. Lane
were added to the committee already appointed. Resolutions
were passed that we take immediate and efficient steps to aid
emigration of colored people from Wyandotte to their destin-
ation. The same issue carries a protest from the people of
Wyandotte concerning the Negro immigrant. Tt was addressed
to the People of the United States and was signed. hy Mayor
Stockton and many others. Tt said in part: “Within the past
two weeks over a thousand negroes direct from the South.
have heen landed in Wyandotte. None of them have money to
carry them further west, or to purchase the wherewithal tn
supply their most urgent necessities for food and shelter.
‘We have reliable information that thousands more are coming.

On April 22, 1879. Senator Ingalls called the attention of
‘the Senate to the exodus of the colored pesple from the S~uth.
He read a communication from the Mayor of Wyandotte.
Kansas, calling attention to the thousands of destitute people
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there, saying the people of the. town had exhausted their re-
sources caring for these people. and asked Congress for relief.
He offered a resolution to appropriate $100,000 to be expended
by the Secretary of War. (6) ;

The Herald of April 24th is full of refugee news. It said:
“Up to date but 1,200 have been landed here. Of this number
the committee has shipped 350 to Lawrence, 28 to Tonganoxie,
140 to Leavenworth, 200 to ‘Manbhattan and 250 to Ottawa. In
addition to this 150 have left of their own accord.” It also tells
that Mayor Stockton and Senator Ruchan have left for St.
Louis to arrange for shipping the colored: refugees to the
front without halting at Wyandotte.

Under date of May 1st, the Herald carried this protest: “The
impression seemis to have gone out that the people of Wyan-
dotte are gpposed to the landing of immigrants on the levee.
This is a mistaken notion and does the people of this city a
great injustice. The first lot of refugees landed here were made
up almost entirely of helpless children and ased and infirm
people. mapy of whom were sick. Against the landing and
thrusting of thousands of this class of immigrants upon them
they enter their solemn protest.”

Among the news items for the week were these: “Since the
exodus commenced 26 car loads of refugees have bheen for-
warded by the local committee at this point to other portions
of the state.” “A large number of colored are endeavering to
secure transportation back to their old homes in M ississippi.
Thev sav they have been badlv deceived.” Telegram frem Jav
Gould, date of April 25, “I have given Mr. Smith orders to
furnish free transportation tn the negro refugees.”

Among the news items for the week of May 8th are the
following: “We have over 1.000 of them here.” “Forty six
refugees were sent to Topeka or Tuesday afternoon by the
refugee commitee.” “The refugees taken to Leavenworth bv
the Toe Kinnev on Thursday night were not permitted to land
at that citv. Mavor Fortescue naid the Cantain $250.00 for
carrving them on to Atchison.” “Between 6z and 70 of the
colored refugees returned on the Joe Kinney Saturday to their
sunny Southland.”

On May 8th. 1879. the Freedman’s Relief Association was
incorporated at Topeka. with Governor St. Tohn and other
state officials in charge, and the exodus nroblems were handled
largely from this time on by that organization. The problem

6. Press dispatch in the Chicago InterOcean.
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at \Vyandotte remained acute all through the summer of 1879,
The Southern planters wanted their field hands o return and
were ready to furnish transportation for those who wanted
. A letter from the Wyandotte committee that the bearer
wanted to return, was a passport to auny steamboat Captain,
who would look for his pay at the Southern end of the voy-
age. All the summer of 1879 the Herald continued to announce
the arrivals by steamboats and the departures by rail to the
interior of the state or by steamboat for the return trip.

The Gazette for June zo, 1879, in a half column article gave
a financial statement relating to the Exodusters. The total
amount of money that had been raised was $2,194.36. Am~unt
disbursed $1,255.48. Balance in the treasurer’s hands $938.8%.
The disbursenients showed to whom the money was paid and
the largest item was $327.00 to the K. P. Railway. No d:zubt
this was for ‘transportation for the “Exodusters” to other
points. * »

The story of the coming of the Exodusters and their ab-
sorption by the cammunity is told by I. F. Bradley, negro law-
yver and editor of the Wyandotte Echo, as follows:

“I was a bare headed, bare footed, sparsely clad
youngster at Cambridge, a small but important ship-
ping point on the Missouri river, on April gth, 1879,
when the Fannie Tewis, a majestic side wheel steamer.
docked at that place. She was towing a couple of
great barges upon which was the largest number of
refugees that canie at any one time. "I begged mother
to let me go down in the woods, to where she was
landed. and weént aboard of her, and heard those moth-
ers and fathers sing and pray, and tell somie of the
story of‘that from which they had fled. Sonie of the
songs ['had heard before, perhaps not sung with the
pathos and depth of feeling that T heard that day. and
the prayers I heard I can never forget. They sang
Rock Daniel,” and rocked 'some as they sang it, Theg
also sang, “Ride On. Jesus, Ride On.” and "T've Done
‘Got Over”. and “Redeemed by the Blood of  the
Lamb”: ‘Who would have dreariied that in ten vears
I could have picked up an education. and reap the good
fortune of being elected a Justice of the Peace in'this
city, in which canacity. certain- of these same people
came hefore me for judgment in April 188¢."

“All'of therefugees did not come on the Fannie Lew-
is but the larger portion did. Two other steanters, the
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Grand Tower and the Durfee, brought cargoes, and
others later brought small numbers. They were land-.
ed on the low lands south of Jersey Creek and the Jo-
cation was afterwards called Juniper Bottoms. They
brought with them the idea of a colony, and had their
spiritual adviser in the person of Curtis Pollard, a man
of some ability of leadership, who unfortunately did
not live long after his arrival. They were close com-
munion Baptist and devout church folks but dissen-
sions arose and church sphits followed, so that out of
the mother church, which formerly stood at Third
and Freeman, there has come King Solomon, Mount
Zion, Mount Olive, Pleasant Green and Strangers
Rest.”

“They cven brought their own doctor and lawyer,
hoth of whom were full fledged jokes. Doctor Childs
would rig up his little ill fed nag, with a ghost of a
saddle, martin gills, collar and crupper, and ride
around and up the Avenue. looking as important as he
could, Manuel Powell, the lawyer, looked wise. but
he was unkempt, wholly ignorant and ugly. Neither
of them had any other quality whatever.” _

“The Refuges squatted on the river bank and built
their shacks in irregular form, ofit of whatever could
be pieced together. Industry absorbed them and they
gradualtv bought or built homes inn other parts of the
city. The guiding hand of the Exodus was Isaiah
I\Iontgomel'y. a full blooded member of our group,
and an ex slave of Jefferson Davis. The number that
squatted here was in the neighborhood of five hundred,
Montgomery carried a like number to Topeka where
they were established in what is still called Tennessee
Town. He was also active in planting a colony at
Nicodemus in Graham county. Montgomery returned
to Mississippi where he later hecame the owner of the
plantaticn of his former master.”

Netwithstanding the efferts to pass the “Exoduster” on, the
Negro pepulation of Wyandctte grew steadily. The industries
ahsorbed manv of them. Housing facilities were found up the
Tersev Creek valley and at old Quindaro. Many, who could
ot find a location, stayed en the levee. Here on both sides of
the Missouri Pacific tracks, out of cast off lumber and odds and
ends that could be picked up, they built a great number of
shacks and made a scttlement, that came to be known as “Mis-
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sissippi Town,” *Juniper,” “Juniper Bottoms” or “Junika”.
For almost half a century these squatters on the levee, or
their heirs or assigns, continued to occupy Mississippi Town.
As the Missouri river receded from the Kansas shore they
followed with their garden patches. Tn 1924 the city decided
to clear the levee and ordered the squatters to vacate. What
took place is told by the Kansas City Star of Feb. 29, 1924:

“The abancdoned “snail shells along the Kansas City,
Kans. levee are being pulled down. These “shells” are
the houses built from parts of old box cars. scrap heans
and the like. which for a guarter of a centurv have
nestled along the Misouri river front. The city scme
time ago ordered the cccunants to move, and as fast
as houses are vacant a ladder companv from fire head-
guarters pulls the houses dewn. The ladder truck
from headquarters. tied a repe arouind each house ves-
terdav. gave a pull. and dewn in a heap came a nile of
board that rnce Irad heen a “home” for somenne. *
0¥ Ttwill take aheut a week to clean un the district
which was knewn as Missinni Trwn,  The tvnical hrme
of the squatter. with its stove pine stuck throueh the
tin.rnof and its walls made of all kinds of lumber is
rapidly disappearing.”

All of the squatters were nnt so easilv disnosed of however.
Some: of them clainted the srrmd as a motter of right and
went into court to have their titles auieted. (7) A comnro-
mise was made with them and their suits were abandoned. The
Star of Tune 18, 1024, carried this news item:

. “A compromise has been effected hy which the
-squatters on the public levee will he rem-ved The
.squatters will be paid $7.7z0 tn aband-~n their claims.
The money will he paid by the Uninn Pacific. Missnuri
sPacific. Kanzas Citv S~uthern and the Bitnlithic Pav-
ing Co The land cavers £ acres hetween Everett and
Freeman and extends fr-m the Union Pacific right ¢f
-wav to the Edgewater grant”.
¢+ In 1899 Nicholas McAlpine. and fortv others, claiming to
-be the heirs of the members of the old Wvandotte City Town
1Cempany; brought suit in the Court of Common Pleas to re-
*gain possession of the levee. Their claim was that the levee
hed ‘been -abandoned for the purpose for which it had been

7. I. L. Cobb vs. City of Kansas City, case No. 22151-A, District
Court Wyandotte County.
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dedicated and so should revert to the grantors. (8) Judge Holt
decided against the plaintiffs and they took an appeal to the
supreme court, where Judge Holt was sustained. (g)

The opinion of the supreme court was exhaustive and full
of historical matter. In part it said:

“This tract in dispute is of irregular form, and as
originally delineated upon the plat, was fromr 700 to
900 feet wide and perhaps a mile long. - Upon the plat
it was designated and dedicated as “levee”. By relic-
tion and alluyium accretions have been added to the
river margin; until now the tract is more than twice
the size in width that it was at the time of the dedica-
tiO]’l.”

“The defendants are the city of Kansas City; sev-
eral railroad companies that have received permission
from the city to build upon this tract of land their
tracks, depots, etc., and are now using the same for
such purposes; some private parties who have erected,
and are now maintaining manufacturing plants of va-
rious kinds; and numerous persons who have squatted
and built upon the same more or less temporary habi-
tations, and who appear to be residing there now with-
out pernussion from any one and as trespassers”.

“Thg evidence in the brief of the plaintiff shows that
the Wyandotte City Town Company was a partnership;
that the plat of the city was filed for record in 1850;
that there were indicated thereon by name various
streets and alleys as dedicated to public use, besides
the tract in controversy, which was named “levee”; that
of several of the streets, running at right angles with
the river, opened at their eastern ends upon this levee:
that quite a large number of lots have no approach
to them save that afforded bv this levee tract; that
at the time of this platting the Missouri river was navi-
gated quite extensively by hoth freight and passenger
boats and continued so to be navigated up to the year
1866, during which the current of the river swept well
up to the eastern line of the levee and afforded an am-
ple natural landing-vlace for such boats and the com-
merce brought by them: that after that time naviga- .
tion fell off by reason of the fact that railroads were

8. McAlpine vs. C. G. W.. etal. No: 41§, filed Dec. 12. 1399,
9. 68 Kansas 207. Jan. 9, 1%04,
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built to and from the town, at.ording easier and swift-
er communication, and also that the river became less
navigable and the landing less feasible by reason of
the fact that the current was diverted to the eastern
or Missouri shore, the western shore receiving the ac-
cretions above noted, and leaving a widé, marshy and
.compartively untransversable alluvion between the
river and the “levee” as originally platted. Tt ap-
peared, however, that occasionally pleasure and cther
craft had landed there at different stages of water, up
to five or six years ago, and that, with some improve-
Jments in the way of wharfs and roadways, easy and
adequate communication could now be had to the point
where navigable water might he reached’

“In their brief the plaintiffs stated their claims as
follows: This suit proceeds upon the theosry that this
tract of land was dedicated to the public for a “levee”;
that a levee is a landing place for boats and for com-
merce carried on by river; that this levee was never
improved for such purposes by the city cr other cor-
porations; that no hoats have landed at it for twelve
vears, and in human probability will never again use it
for a landing: that it has been permanently abandoned
by the city authorities and the public as a “levee” he-
cause (1) the decreased flow of water in the Missouri
river makes the navigation of that river impossible;
(2) the permanent change in the channel of the Mis-
sourt from the Kansas to the Missouri bank would
make impossible an approach by steamboats to the ‘le-
vee”’. if any should bv chance appear upon the Mis-
souri river; and (3) the complete substitution of rail-
road carriage of freight and passengers for river trans-
portation.”

“While a levee is a place for landing of boats and
commerce it is much more than that. The fact that
the use has become inconvenient or undesirable to the
rextent that it has ceased entirely does not constitute
an abandonment on the part of the public so as to cause
a revertor, and this even though such nen user has
extended throught a long series nf vears’.

“There i5 nothing to be found in the evidence which
goes to show that the use of the tract in question. even
were it limited to a Dboat landing, has become impos-
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sible; indeed the evidence shows to the contrary. As
a matter of law we know that the Missouri river is a
navigable stream. Vast sums of money have been
expended by the general government for jts improve-
ment;, and even though at the present but littie, if any,
comimerce 18 being carried en over its waters, or dur- !
iIng the immediate past has been, who shali say that
the time may not come, possibly soon, when transpor-
tation conditions may so change that navigation may
again be profitably resumed and that such possibility
exist, may at least serve to exercise a restraining in-
fluence upon railroad rates. Certainly it cannot he
said either that navigation upon the river has been per-
perinanently abandoned or that by improvements of

wharfage and ways upon the levee it may not again be
usable as a landing.”

“It may well be doubted that a reverter would neces-
sarily follow the comiplete drying up of the Missouri
river .

For more than twenty years, after this decision of the
supreme court, the levee remained a dreary waste. Parts of
it were leased from time to time to persons who wanted to pros-
pect for coal, 0il and gas; to build a refinery; to build a machine
shop and foundry; to run a box and basket factory; to build
boiler works; to make wood feathers; to erect a sand dock; to
make a place to clean stock cars; to conduct a stone yard, ete.
A nominal rental in each case was required but little in the
way of permanent improvement was made. Finally in 1924
the entire levee was leased to Woods Brothers for a termn of
thirty vears. The city got a down pavment of $5,000 and a
promise of $20.00 per acre per annum during the life of the
lease. (10). A friendly suit was filed to test the validity of
this leasc and the Supreme Court held that the city had the
right to lease the levee. (11) -

On May 28, 1929, the city by ordinance declared that all
rights which had accrued to Woods PBrothers were forfeited,
vacated and rescinded. (12). The same vear the city engineer
made a survey of the levee and reported that the holdings of the
city aleng the Missouri and Kansas rivers had grown ta about
115 acres.- (13).

10. Ordinance 21295 passed Jan. 10, 1924,
11. City of Kansas Cily vs. Wood Bros. 117 Kansas 14}

12. Ordinanea 25112, passed Mey 29, 1533,
13. Kansas City Kansan, Nov. 9, 1933.
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In 1934 an agitation was commenced. to secure a government
grant for the improvement of the levee and a plan was proposed
for the building of docks, wharves and grain elevators to take
advantage of an anticipated revival of transportion by barges
on the Missouri river. The project as planned called for an
expenditure of $1,700,000. (14)

In April, 1935, the city voted in favor of a $300,000 bond
issue as a contribution to the project.
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HISTORIC SPOTS NUMBER THIRTY-ONE. ,

PLACE - End of N, 3rd Street, Kansas G‘t§
Kansas.
The Year 1838.
EVENTS:— T The First Municipal Cemetery’ -~
II.  The Grave of Governor Walkef:
III.  The Grave of Mary Sturges.
IV. Grave of Mary Tenney Gray.

Very socn after the guveruy vody of the newly icreated
Town of Wyandutte had Dbeen organized, a committee: was ap-
pointed “to make anmnes relative to the procuring of a-tracty
of land suitable for “a Burial ground.” (1) Soon-after. tivé
appointment of this cunmittee there was a proposition before
the body from J. L. Halland D. V. Clement oifering tu have iy
readiness “‘a cemetery” for the Town of Wyandotte of not.less
than 10 acres and not more than one half mile from the.city
limits, provided the Town would purchase 25 lots at five dollaxs
each, payable in Town orders. (2) The proposition was re-
ferred to the cummuttee. already appointed, with instructions ‘to
visit and inspect the ground with power to take such action as,
it mnght deem expedient.. (3) The committee reported hack,
that it visited the grounds, found them admirably adapted for
the purpose, and that the proposition had been accepted with the’
proviso that the Town would purchase one hundred dollars
worth of lots at $3.00 per lot. This report was accepted and the
Town attorney was directed to draw a contract with the par-
ties. (4)

The 10 acres, thus selected for a cemetery, was in Wyandotte
Allotment No. 47 given to Sophia Clement, the head of a family
consisting of herself and one child. She was a daughter cf
Governor William Walker and in her deed to the Town for its
$100.00 worth of lots she sigued her name as Sophia Walker Cle-
ment. In this deed she descrlbes the property as QOak Grove
Cemetery. (5)

Such was the beginning of this historic burial spot. While
these preliminaries were in progress the Town had provided, by
ordinance, for a Town Sexton and had elected J. .. Hall to
that office. Title to the unsold lots in the cemetery (other than
the Town lots) soon passed from Mrs. Clement to J. L. Hall

Trustees Minutes, June 30, 1858.
Thid., Aug. 16, 1858,

wid.

Ibid., Aug. 24, 1858

Tbid., Beok 1, pg. 521,

Enph sltaied
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(6) and from Hall to Thonas J. Barker. (7) In Septamber,
1864, the Town purchased the interests of Mr. Barker for the
sum of $800.00 and thus becane the sole owner of all unsold
lots in the cemetery. (8)

For the next half dozen years the history of QOuak Grove can
only be found in the published financial statements of the Town
officials, which carried a cemetery account to whicl was charg-
ed the bills for maintenance and to which were credited the
nonies received from the sale of cemetery lots.

September 1st, 1869, the city leased the Quk Grove cemetery
for a period of ten years, to the City Cemetery Asscciation of
Wyandotte. This seems to have been a civic organization
formed for the purpose of managing this property. That it was
not to he operated for profit is evident as the lease provided
that all monies received from sale of lots was to be expended
upon the grounds. The city was to make deeds to lots, when
called upon and if there was a deficit in the operating expenses
for any year the city was to make up the deficiency. (9). This
lease was renewed in January, 1880, for another ten years. (10).

The City Cemetery Association gave up its lease in 1885. Its
record book, showing 2,018 burials, was turned over to the city
with this memorandum made by the secretary:

“Here ends the administration of the Oak Grove
Cemetery under the management of the City Cemetery
Association.

“Our first burial was Mar. 31, 1870 and the last
Aug. 30, 1885. This makes a period of 15 years 4
months. Every party buried there is recorded in this
book, white or black, rich or poor.

“No record of a single burial could be found when-
we took possession for the 12 years the city managed it.
Had it not been for the how! of the hyena undertakers
Raymond & Sawyer we should have filled out our lease
ending Jan 1, 18g0.

D. B. Handley, Sec.”

The city council, by ordinance, took possession of the cemetery
and it has ever since been operated as a city function. (T )

§. Ibid, Book F, pg. 331.
7. TInid., Book E. pg, 247.
8. Ibid., Book H, pg. 218.
4. Ibid. Book C, pg, 201.
10. TIbid., Book 16, pg. 576.
11 Ordinance 556, passed Sebt. 15. 1885 May 25; 1884 a new plat was
flled by the eity. See Plat book 6, pg. 34. d
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As the years went by private parties laid out annexes to Oak
Grove on the north. In 1832, lot owners in these annexes pe-
titioned the city to take over these additions and enclose them
with Oak Grove, which was done. (12)

For more than a half century Oak Grove Cemetery was tue
principal burying ground fcr those pioneers who founded Wy-
andotte and nursed it through its early vears. Presumably all
the vacant lots in the cemetery were sold but no acdequate recird
of lot owners was ever kept and now wlen a grave is opened
to receive the hody of some meniber of these pioneer families,
right of possession depends largely upon tradition. Handsome
mcnuments fill the grounds and the names inscribed there-n are
familiar to those who have studied the history of the growth of
Wyandotte. On them we read the names of g early day mayors.
(13) Three times in the three-quarters of a centurv that has
passed, civic bodies have raised monuments over the graves of
illustrious dead who sleep here. The Womans Relief Cerps
placed a monument over the grave of Mother Sturges, the army.
nurse.  The Club Wemen of Kansas marked the grave of Mary.
Tenney Gray. The Daughters of Founders and Patriots un-
veiled a monument over the grave of Governor William Walker.
These three events make Oak Grove Cemetery of double inter-
est as one of Wyandotte’s historic spots.

II. THE GRAVE OF GOVERNOR WALKER
“Sweet vale of Wyandotte, how calm could I rest

In the bosom of shade with the friends I love best!

When the storms which we feel in the cold world shall eease,
Our hearts like thy waters shall mingle in peace.” (14)

On the highest point in Ouk Grove Cemetery, in Kansas
City, Kansas, overlooking the Missouri river, is the grave of
William Walker, Provisional Governor of the Territory of Ne-
braska. For mwore than forty years it was unmarked, but on
Sept. 9, 1915, the Daughters of Founders and Patriots, assist-
ed by a delegation from the Society of American Indjans,
erected a plain marker with this inscription: (13)

“GOVERNOR WM. WALKER — 1800-1874
Erected by the Kansas Chapter Daughters Founders
and Patriots of America. 1915".

12, Commissioners Minutes of April 26 and May 24, 1832.

13. Malor J. R. Parr. the first mayor: Dr. Joseph Speck, 1860; F. A,
Cobb, 1862, Jnmes McGrew. 1867; Byron Judd. 1869: Dr. Fred Speck, 1887:
D. E. Cornell, 1863 and 1807: Dr. J. C. Martin. 1885; Wm, IT. Craddock,
1901, Kansas Clty Star. Abnr. 12, 1914,

14, Verse found in Walkers Journal

15. Wyandotte Guzette Globe. Sept. 30, 1915
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Who was Governor William Walker and where did he gain
his titte? He was born in Wayne County, Michigan, March
sth,.1800. He belonged to the Big Turtle Clan of the Wyan-
dots. His father was a white man who had been captured when
a child by the Delawares, afterwards given by them to the
Wyandots, adopted by them, and in due time became the most
influential man in the tribe. (16) His son, William was
given a good education at a Methodist school at Worthington,
Ohio. Besides the English, he read and spoke Greek, Latin,
and French. Ile spoke the Wyandot, Delaware, Shawnee,
Miami and Pottowatomte languages. Fe was head chief of
the Wyandot tribe while it was yet in Ohio. He was post-
master at Upper Sandusky, Ohio. For some years he was
private Secretary to Gen. Lewis Cass. (17) He was an
eloguent speaker and a forceful writer on political subjects.
He was an ardent Democrat and a slave holder. (18) He
hated abolitionism, contended for the rights of slavery, and
was a member of the Constitutional Convention at Leccmpton
that drafted a slavery constitution for Kansas. {19} He was
not a secessionist, however, and remained loyal to the Union.,
He kept a diary in which with great regularity he kept a rec-
ord of daily events. Were it not for this diary the story of
the Wyandots in Kansas would be as meager as that of their
neighbors the Delawares and the Shawnees. Were it not for
this diary the story of the Provisional Government could not
be told and a most important and colorful chapter of Kansas
history would be lost. Tt was the convention, which made the
Provisional Government, that called William Walker from his
home and made him the head of the new government.

Twenty years went by and William Walker saw all his family
laid away. His time came in 1874 and he was placed in an
unmarked grave in the QOak Grove Cemetery. (z0) The
inquisitive one asks why he was not buried in the Huron ceme-
tery with the other members of the Wyandot tribe and is told
that the land on which Qak Grove cemetery was located be-
longed to Governor Walker’s daughter and that she reserved
a lot in the cemetery when she sold the land. Here she was

16, Provisional Government, pe. 1L

17. 1Ibid.,, pg. 12

18. Tr his journal under date of January 4, 1847, he télls of the pur=
chase of a female slave, named Doreas.

18, Roster of the Lecompton Convention.

20. “He was burled on Saturday lust in OCak Grove cemelery. with
Masonle honors, having been one of .the charter members of ‘Wyandotte
T.odge No. 3. and for many years an honorary member” Wyandotte

Herald Teh. 13, 1874,
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buried and with her the wife and. other children of Governor
Walker, so it was natural that when he died that he should
be brought to this place. (21)
Iil. THE GRAVE OF MARY A. STURGES

In the southwest corner of the (Qak Grove cemetery there is
a monument to Mary A. Sturges, an army nurse. It is an
oblong, about six feet high, four by five feet on the ground.
On the top is an open book with the word, “Mother” inscribed.
Facing west is the following’:

“IN MEMORY OF MARY A. STURGES, t8og-
1892; A UNION ARMY NURSE, ERECTED BY

BURNSIDE W. R. C. No. 1, DEPARTMENT OF
KANSAS.”

On the back, which fronts east, is the following :

“In November, 1861, at the call for nurses, Mrs.
Sturgess with her daughter Mary B., enlisted in the 6th
Illinois cavalry; was immediately sent to Camp But-
ler, Springfield, Illinois, where she entered upon the
duties of regiment nurse. Fere her patient, loving care
of the boys in blue won for her the endecaring name by
which she was ever afterwards called. In January,
1802, she was sworn into the United States service
and entered a broader field of hospital work at Mem-
phis, Tennessee. She was finally placed in charge of
Adams Block Hospital, and remained until mustered
out of service in June, 1865. Many noble women en-
tered the ranks as army nurses, but none gained a
warmer place in the. soldiers’ heart than did Mother
Sturges. The dear old mother never relaxed her in-
terest in charitable work until she died, in her 83rd.
year, happy in a Christian faith that sustained her
through life. Truly it may be said of her, “This wo-
man was full of good words which she did.”

Mrs.. Sturges’ life was an eventful one. When the civil war
broke out she was a widow, 51 years of age, living at Peoria,
Ilinois, She at once enlisted as an army nurse with her
21 year old daughter, Mrs. Mary Kenney, who was also a
widow. Their regiment, the Sixth Illinois cavalry, left Peoria,
IlL, Nov. 11, 1861, and went to Camp Butler at Springfield

21l. "Governor William Wulker, Provisional Governor of the Territory
of Nebraska. dled in 1874 and was buried in the famlly lot reserved by
his daughter when she spold the land to the cemetery company. His
descendonts are gohe, no one seems to know where, and for 41 years no
stone has marked his resting place.” Gazette Globe, Sept. 20, 1915.
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and from there to Paducah, Ky., and then to Memphis, Tenn.
[n January, 1862, Mrs. Sturges was sworn inty the United
States service and soon afterwards placed in charge of the
Adams Block Hospital at Memphis, where she served until
the close of the war. In this larger field of work it was her
privilege to nurse back to life hundreds of the soldier boys as
well as to care for the dying. In her hospital work she was
associated with the well known nurse, “Mother Bickerdyke” and
the warm friendship between them continued as long as they
lived.

After the war Mrs. Sturges came to Wryandotte to live
with her daughter, now Mrs. Maxwell, at 929 Armstrong ave-
nue. Here she died Dec. 3oth, 1892, at the ripe age of 83. The
funeral service held at the home was conducted by Rev. Dr.
J. W. Alderman and all the G. A. R. posts in the city had dele-
gations present to act as pall bearers and escort. Burnside
Post No. 1 of the Womans' Relief Corps resolved that her
grave should be suitably marked and raised a fund of over
$600.00 which paid for the monument in the Qak Grove ceme-
tery.

In the G. A. R. room of the Wyandotte county court house
there now hang pictures of both Mrs. Sturges and her daugh-
ter Mary B. Maxfield and cn the same wall hangs the charter
of the Mary B. Sturges-Maxfield Tent of the Daughters of
Veterans of the Civil War of 1861 - 1865, named in lonor
of these two noble women.

IV.. GRAVE OIF MARY TENNEY GRAY

Just beyond the entrance, and to the- left of the main street,
of historic Oak Grove cemetery, in Kansas City, Kansas, and
looking out over the Missouri River valley, is a shaft of Ver-
mont granite which announces that it was erected by the Club
Wemen of Kansas in honor of Mary Tenney Gray. A visitor
to the cemetery on reading this inscription asked: Who was
Mary Tenney Gray and why did the Club Women of Kansas
ciect a monument to her memory? This most natural question
can only be preperly answered by giving something of the
life history -and work of this remarkable woman who played so-
umpertant a part in the early history and development of Kansas,

Mary Davy Lott Tenney, was born on the igth of June,
1833, at Brookdale, near Liberty, Susquehanna County. Penn-
evlvania. She was the daughter of a Methodist minister, Rev.
Enhraim Bailey Tenney, and Harriet Elizabeth Lott, daughter
¢f Barthelomew Lott of Smithfield, New Jersev. She was of
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Revolutionary ancestry, one of her forebears being General
Jacob Bailey an intimate assceiate of General Washington. Her
father was one of seven brothers, all New England preachers.
He emigrated from Vermont to what is now Binghamton, New
York. Here in 1830 he was authorized to preach and for fifty
years rode the Circuit in the Oneida and Wyoming Conferences,
doing nctable work.  His denunciation of slavery lost him the
highest gifts of the church. His home was one of the depots
of that famous underground railroad over which many a scarred.
bleeding and half starved slave found his way to “liberty

MARY TENNEY GRAY.

Recognizgd nationally as the mother of the Woman's Ciubh Movement.
Her grave in the Oak Grove cemetery marked by the Ciub Women nof
Kansas.

and the pursuit of happiness”.

Mary Tenney started life in the great anthracite coal fields
of Scranton, Penn. At the age of sixteen she lost her mother.
Mary hail to milk the cows, do the chores and largely bring up
her ten younger sisters and brothers. Incidentally she read the
Bible through ten times before she was twelve years of age.
Few hooks were found in the home of a circuit rider in the
ccal fields of Pennsylvania, in the thirties and forties. The
severity of her father, who caught her reading in her attic beg
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by tallow candle, that famous book, “Bunyan’s Pilgrim Prs-
gress”, was such that he burned the hook and told her the Bible
and “Baxter’s Saints Rest”, were ample literature. The natural
reaction to this severity led her to become a wide reader and
she thus acquired a taste for better literature which moulded
her writings.

Her writings show she first taught school at Taceyville,
Penn., when she was fifteen years of age. Began Dec. 14,
1848, and closed school Februarv, 1849. Wages being 1zs.
per week and board at home. In summer of 1849 she taught
at King Creek school house, May 7th to July 28th and received
one dollar a week and “board round.” In 1850 she taught
at her early home in Brookdale, August 5th to October 14th, for
10s per week and *board round”. Again at King Creek, Dec.
1850, to March z2nd, 1851. Wages $2.00 per week. In 1851
at Corbettsville, N. Y., for three months, May 5th to August
4th. Wages $1.50 per week. In winter of 181 taught at Os-
borne Hollow for four months, December 4. 1851, to April
Ist, 1852, and there again May 2nd to July 28th. Wages
$2.00 per week.

She attended Miss Ingalls Female Seminary in 1849, the
expenses for three quarters being $98.00, which she had earned
For one gquarter of 14 weeks she attended the Binghamton
Academy. She then attended the Wyoming Seminary at Kings-
ton, Penn,, at a cost of $147.85 for three terms, graduating in
July, 1853. In September 27, 1853, she became the Preceptress
of Binghamton Academy and taught for four years until
December 1oth. 1856, receiving a salary of $923.05. Then she
wrote in her diary as follows:

“It is 8 vears 3 months and 3 days since I com-
menced teaching and T have earned, working faith-
fully too, the sum of $1015.55. A sum which many
a man with less ability than I could have earned in
ene vear. Shameful. Good hye to teaching, for a
time at least.”

During her eight years of school work she had taught 8oon
havs and girls. along the horders of the two great states of
New York and Pennsylvania, French, Mathematics and Mod-
ern languages being her subjects.

On June 14th, 1859, she was married, at Conklin, Broome
county, New York, to Barzillai Grav, a young lawver and a
member of the bar of Wvandotte County, Kansas Territory.
Mr. Gray was a graduate of Ann Arbor. class of 1849, who had
entered a law office at Binghamton, N. Y. Here he met the
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Preceptress of the Academy ahd an engagemert followed. Mr.
GGray was among the first settlers in Wyandotte and his name
appears first among those who petitioned for the organization
of the Inhabitants of the Town of Wyandotte in 18c8.

The honevmoon took them to St. Louis where they took a
steamboat, the only means of travel, to the hooming voung city
at the mouth of the Kansas River. Thus straight from New
York Mary Tennev Grav was introduced to the bustle and boom
of life in a pioneer country. Shortage of housing facilities in the
new town had caused a steamboat cantain to moor his vessel
to the Kansas shore and convert its cabins into a hotel. Here
the young couple found accommodatinns for a time, securing
quarters later at the Garno Touse at Third and Minnesota, the
then center of activity for the town.

Scarcely were the Gray's domiciled in the town when. on
Tuly sth, 1850, the Wyandotte Constitutional Convention met
to make a constitutinn for the pronosed state nf Kansas and
then and there began Marv Tenney Gray’s four decades of work
in her adnnted state. The Garno House was the leading hotel
and the headanarters for the delegates to the Convention. The
Convention hall was less than two blocks awav. Burning with
righteous indignation at the discrimination against ber eex the
voung scheal teacher bride. aided and abetted bv her lawver
hushsand. Inbhied with the delecates to have inserted in the new
conatitutinn provisions for the recosnition of the rights of
women  Revolutiomarv thines did eome nut of that conven-
ticn.  The ennstitution when it was finished provided in Article
2, Sectinn 27:

“The Tlecislature in praviding for the fnrmation
and resulation nf schanle shall make nn distinction be-
tween the rights of males and females.”

Again in Article 13, Sectinn 6:

“The legislatire shall nrovide for the nrotection
of the rights of women. in acquiring and nossessing
nronertv. real, personal and mixed. separate and anart
from their hushands: and shall alsn nrovide for their
equal rights in the possession of their children®”.

It is hard to lock back over the vista of three-quarters of
a centurv and realize that these unheard of provisions. which
erntroverted all known common law, formed the basis for the
liberation of half the population of the State and broke new
naths which other States have followed. How true it is that
Kansas has always been a nioneer:

History tells how Mrs. Clarissa I. Howard Nichols rode in
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from her Quindaro home each day to attend the sessions of the
constitutional convention, and sat busy with her knitting, while
the solons debated the constitution they were making, but suc-
cessful lobbying was not done with a brass band or a perfectly
good set of knitting needles in the days of James Buchanan, any
more than it is done in the days of Franklin D. Roosevelt. It
is the quiet contact and the well put argument that the Solon
can make his own and use as such when the proper time comes,
that produced results. The gray haired grandma with her
knitting gave color to the newspaper stories. There was noth-
ing colorful in the meeting of a bright, vivacious young bride
and her husband, with Kingman and Ingalls and the other con-
vention leaders, in the lehhy of the Garno house, but it brought.
results.

Within a month after the adjournment of the Constitutional
Convention, Mr. Gray was elected Probate Judge of Wyandotte
County, adding materially to the importance of the familv in
the community—an importance in which the wife shared. Then
came the war in which Judge Gray did a soldier’s part. The
Price raid threw a scare into Wyandotte and the family was
moved to Leavenworth for better protection. One daughter,
who died within a year, was born to Mrs. Gray in Wyandotte
and two daughters and a son at Leavenworth. Leavenworth
at the close of the war occupied a position in Kansas affairs that
she has'long since lost. She was the metropolis of the state.
In business she ranked first. She was the great outfitting point
to which the Missouri River steamboats brought the products
of the east and south to be distributed bv ox.teams to the west.
She was likewise the military center of the west and the social
activities of the Fort colored the activities of the town.

Very soon after the war closed Mr. Gray was made Judge of
one of the Leavenworth courts, thus identifving the family with
the official life of the county. Mrs. Gray during her years of
residence at Leavenworth did a good deal of church and charity
work as well as taking a part in the social activities of the day.
With Mrs. H. C. Cushing. she completed. the Kansas Home
Cook Book, which was issued for the benefit of the Homne nf
the Friendless and which brought it an incore: for many years.

When George T. Anthony became Governor of Kansas in
‘1877, he induced Judge Gray to go with him to Topeka as his
private secretary. Thus Mrs. Gray became a part of the state
administration, thus widening her field of activity '‘and bring-
ing her into a closer contact with the men and women who were
the recognized leaders of Kansas thought and action.
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Back in 1854, this 21 year old school teacher was selected as
one of the editors of the New York Teacher. She confided to
her diary that it was a responsibility too great for her to un-
dertake but when the call came for a hurry up article on “Life
in School Room,” she responded. She found that she could
write and that she liked it and so she never laid down the pen-
cil. She continued to write for the Teacher and other New
York papers. When her sphere of activity shifted to Kansas
in 1859 she supplied articles to the eastern papers on the Indian
Territory, Kansas Territory and scenes along the Missouri
river with its wild western life. As the years went by she visited
with friends and relatives in New York, New England and Chi-
cago and contributed to the Kansas papers her letters as a trav-
eler.  She was cne of the editors of the Kansas Farmer and,
wrote for years as “Aun Appleseed”, giving inspiration to the
innumerable women, who, living in sod houses and cottonwood
shacks, were battling with grasshoppers and droughts, in that
pioneer work necessary to transform Kansas from the “Great
American Desert” into the “Breadbasket of the Nation.”
Through her writings, as well as in her social activities, she em-
phasized the need of uplift of womanhood and their right to
equal pay with men.

Mrs. Gray was alwayvs a student. In her seminary days she
records in her diary a mark of ten, the highest to be had, in
eleven subjects. Her girlhood environment in northern Penn-
sylvania. among the upturned sedimentary formations of the
anthracite coal fields gave her that foundation for the study of
fossils, geology, minerologv and conchology which became one
of her life’s greatest diversions. Tt inspired her to collect cabi-
nets full of minerals, shells and fossils from all over the world
and to secure the best folios of the Government on these sub-
jects which she studied diligently. Her exhibits took many
prizes ‘in state fairs and started many a noted student along
scientific lines. A constant stream of boys and girls came to
study them as well as noted geologists who led in the discovery
of coal, gas and o1l formations in Kansas. She was also a
collector of postage stamps, coins, autographs and rare birds.
She acquired a library of more than a thousand volumes with
many rare folios. ~ She ‘was an’artist with a ‘training in oils,
water colors and finally in the delicate art of china painting.’

After the close of-the ‘Anthony administration the Gray fam-
ily returned to \Wyandotte where Mr. Gray resumed his law
practice and his interests in a number of development plans for
the expanding city. The Gray home was a center of activity.
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Here came such eastern women as Susan B. Anthony, Dr..
Belva A. Lockwood, Lucretia Mott, Llizabeth Cady Stanton,
Mary Wright Sewell, L. Devereau Blake, Dr, Anna Howard
Shaw, Lucy Stone Blackwell, Franci4é Wright and Carrie.
Chapman Catt. Here they met such kindred Kansas souls as
Helen M. Gouger, J. Ellen Foster and Annie L. Diggs. Who
can estimate the advance work of this remarkable group of
women who lectured and plead for better things for women.
Here to the Gray home came such scientists as Professor Snow
of the State University and Professor Mudge of the Agricul-
tural College. Tt is safe to say that in the decades from 1870
to 1900 that practically every leader in social movements or in
science or art, whether from1 Kansas, or just a visitor to the
state, were some time or other entertained at Mrs. Gray’s
table.

On May 19, 1881, there was a meeting of women at Leav-
enworth at whiclh time the Social Science Club of Kansas and
Missouri was organized. This club was the forerunner of the
Kansas Federation of Womens Clubs. The moving spirits in
this meeting were Mrs. Gray and her friend Mrs. C. H. Cush-
ing, president of the Home of the Friendless, with whom she
had worked 'in her years of residence at Leavenworth. Mrs.
D. E. Cornell, wife of one of Kansas City’s Mayors, and her-
self a charter member of the Social Science Club, recalls that
the meeting wag held in the parlors of the Home of the Friend-
less. In her history of the Federation of Womens Clubs, Mrs.
Cecelia Goddard of Ieavenworth, a past president of the-or-
ganization says: “To Mrs. Mary Tenney Gray of Wyandotte,
Kansas, a most gifted and intellectual woman, and to Mrs. C.
H. Cushing, of Leavenworth, a woman noted for her executive
skill, tact-and discretion, is due the honor of founding the great
organization.” Mrs. Gray was elected president. Years later
when the National Federation of. Womens Club met in Los
Angeles, she was escorted to the platform and introduced. as
the “Mother of the Womans Club Movement”.

Following the Leavenworth meeting Mrs. Gray called a meet-
ing one -afternoon at her home, then on Washington Avenue
between Thirq and. Fourth street, and qrganized the ‘“Travel-
ers Club.” There were nine charter members. Years afterwards
in writing of the day Mrs. J. C. Martm one of the nine, said—
“I v1v1dly recall the first meeting in Mrs. Gray’s parlors. It
was quite formal but not stiff. No refreshments were served.”
Mrs. Gray was elected as president of the club, and served as
such for twenty years until her death in 1904. The president
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at each meeting assigned the subject for study for the next
meeting, the subject for the first meeting being “The Popes
and their Contemporaries”. The club was quite informal with
no dues and no year book. It set a pace however for the many
womans clubs which Rave since been formed/ Two years after
Mrs. Gray’s death the “Travelers Club” prefixed the words
“Mary Tenney Gray” to its name and as such was incorporated
in' 1925 under the laws of Kansas. An. oil painting of Mrs.
Gray, the property of this club, now hangs in the Kansas City,
Kansas, library. .

In 1893 came the World’s Fair at Chicago and the appoint-
ment of Mrs. Gray as a representative from Kansas and the
Juror of awards in the Ceramic Department. Her wide circle of
acquaintances and the-esteem in which she was held is no better
evidenced than by the testimonials that were given her at that
time.

Susan B. Anthony in making a present of the four volumes
of History of Woeman Suffrage to Mrs. Gray wrote on the
fly leaf: '

“In memory of the time when my sister, Ann Os-
born Anthony fook me to see the three women she-
thought I would like, Mrs. Cushing, Mrs. K. B. John-
son and Mrs.Gray, The two first'are gone over the big
river, but I have always honored my sister’s judgment
of character, and enjoyed my calls upon them and
their’s upon me’.

Upen the death of Mrs. Gray Miss Anthony wrote:

“I want you to know that I*felt Mrs. Gray to be one
of the very few of the salt of the earth. She was but
seventy one years of age, and fought the good battle,
and was victorious in all save that of the ballot, I
regret that I could not have seen her once more.”

During her active life Mrs. Gray gave many lectures to
clubs and to the public. No better evidence of her versatility and
work ag a student can be given than by the enumeration of
s~me of the manuscripts of her lectures and articles that have
been preserved.. They include Nine Lectures on Shakespeare;
Origin of Language; Poetry in Indians; Northern Mythology;
How to Simplify Housekeping; On Rugs; On Tapestry;.On
Mothers and Kindergarten; On Miladies Laces; On Antique
Fans; On a Field Day at Seashore;. On Boys as Future
Citizens; Art for Art’s Sake; Ceremics and Textiles; Modern
Artists and Their Work: Tone and Light and Shade; Linear
and Perspective; Art Periods; French Art; Chinese and
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Persian Art; Japanese Art; Engravings; China and Qur China
Closets; Oriental Potteries and Porcelains; Basketry, Bead-
work and Blankets; Cameos and Bas Relief; Mosaics and
Hlustrations; Art Symbols in Indian Pottery; Symbolism in
Mexican Drawn Work.

Mrs. Gray’s death occurred October 1r, 1904, at her home in
Kansas City, Kansas. At her funeral Rev. D. S. Stephens,
Chancellor of the Kansas City University, paid this tribute to
her memory:

“It is the lot of very-few to reach the degree of
helpfulness to their own generation that was attained
by her whose departure we mourn. Perhaps no
woman in the State of Kansas has experienced so
lmportant an influence on the intellectual life of her
sex in this commonwealth as our deceased friend.
Her life has been intimately asociated with every
good and uplifting| influence among women of
the state. She was one of the originators of the
Social Science organizations among the women of
the state. She has been one of the moulding influ-
ences in shaping club life among women. She has
been a leader in everything that has touched on the
improvement of the intellectual conditions of women,
No worthy philanthropic purpose escaped her helpful
assistance. While thus active in matters of public wel-
fare, she was equally attentive to the domestic duties
of the home.”

Mrs. Gray once expressed a wish to have her grave marked
by a boulder from the Rocky Mountains. After her death, her
son, complying with this wish, shipped a thousand pound
boulder from St. Peters Dome at the foot of Pikes Peak to
Wyandotte to be placed on her grave. This was an altered
granite, containing a very rare lot of crystals called, “Astro-
phylitte,” which in turn contained nine rare minerals. For
some reason . this boulder was not used for the purpose.

Soon after her death the club women of Kansas started a
fund for a monument to the memory of Mrs. Gray. The com-
mittee in charge reported to the State Federation at its 19og
meetmg that the monument had been completed and placed.
The inscription on the monument however did not answer
the question as to who was Mary Tennev Grav and sn in N4
an added inscription was. placed on the face of the monument.
stating that she was, *The Mother of the Woman’s Club Move-
ment."”
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HISTORIC SPOTS NUMBER THIRTY-TWO

PLACE:—Lot 3, Block 16, Old Wyandotte.
TIME — Jualy 5 to July 29, 1859,
EVENT:—The Wyandotte Constitutional Convention.

The fourth and final Constitutional Convention for Kansas
met in Wyandotte, July sth, 18359. It completed its labors on
July 2gth. It gave to the people the Constitution under which
Kansas became a state. The opening sentence of its official
proceedings reads:

“In pursuance of law the Convention met for or-
ganization this day 1z o’clock M. in their Hall in the
new levee block in Wyandotte, in the Territory of Kan-
sas.” (1)

Many have written of the personnel of the convention and
of itswork. Few have written of the place and its surroundings.
Among those who attended the Convention was W. A. Phillips,
then a special correspondent for the New York Tribune, later
Colonel of a Kansas regiment and still later a Kansas Congress-
man. This is the story as seen by the keen eyes of this news-
paper reporter. (2)

“Why should the Constitution-makers have met at
Wyandotte?  Who can tell? Topeka, that political
tuber, (3) was the Mecca of our early pilgrimages;
but there could not be two Topeka Constitutions. Le-
compton was dead. Leavenworth had tried its hand
at Constitution-making. Lawrence, the historic city,
was famous for breaking, not making, organic law.
All that was honest in the Territory sniffed its nose
in disdain at Minneola. Wyandotte was at that time
a promising, a very promising, place. Many were in-
terested in, and few jealous of it. So the Constitution-
mongers met on that tongue of land between the classic
Kaw and Missouri rivers where Kansas ends, (or be-
gins) and where they could cock their chairs o two
sides at Missouri.”

“Wyandotte, like most western towns, was laid out
after the approved pattern of the muultiplication table.
Long ago, it was intended that it should blot Leaven-
worth and Kansas City from the map. Quindaro, at

1. Convention proceedings, pg. 1.
2. Kansas Magnzine, Veol. I, pg. 1, January 1872
3. Topeka s the. Indian name for potato.



230 Historic Spots

the time of the convention, was giving up the ghost
among its terrible bluffs. About the same time an am-
bitious company, or corporation, had graded the streets
and made muddy cuts and muddier fills, until every-
thing about Wpyandotte was threatened with bank-
ruptcy. The principal hotel, a frame building, was
called the “Garno”, whether after the nane of an illus-
trious citizen, or of one of their early mythological
celebraties, I did not learn.”

“The most celebrated building in the place, where
the organic law of the State of Kansas was framed,
exists no longer. It suffered, I think, from a too great
economy in bricks and mortar; and although, it sur-
vived the Convention some time, like another structure
mentioned in Scripture, it ultimately fell, and great
was the fall of it. I remember the appearance of that
old building well. It had quite a citified air, rising
in four-story brick grandeur, and looking as if, in a
fit of abstraction, it had wandered away from New
York or Philadelphia, and was looking from its four-
story eyes at the cows and pigs which were picking up
-a scanty livelihood from the dirty, stunted grass in that
vicinity. Strictly speaking it was.a row of houses—
a block—rather than a house and” was situated near the
bank of the Missouri, on what was- designed to be the
levee of that metropolis. At that_time it was unfin-
ished. Indeed I ‘think it doubtful if it was ever fin-

‘ished.at any time. A few stores had been opened in
some of the lower rooms but a greater part of it was
unoccupied. In most' of the fleors partitions had been
ignored and the walls retained their rough brickness.
It was in the upper story of one of these that the Con-

- vention met. Perhaps the genius who selected the spot
was a taciturn wretch whohoped that after the mem-
bers had climbed up all these stairs they would be will-
ing to keep their seats. Perhaps it was a spasmodic
-effort.ito get the Constitutional law-makers as near
Heaven as possible.”.,

*“I' well remember iy ‘first ascentinto that delectable
region. The stairs were 'rough, temporary structures,
and as [ was collecting items I took all the fish that
came into my.net. At the head of the first stair there
was an open door. Seeing a small crowd of listeners,
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and ﬁea_ring the voice of elogquence, I raturally c‘o,tfli
cluded that this was a part of the machine, and entered.
1 was soon undeceived. In the center of a large, dingy,
brick room a table had been improvised cut of an in-
verted empty dry-goods box.. Upon it' were some’ pat
pers, an ink-bottle, and the feet of a. Justice of the
Peace, who, swung back on a hickory-bottémed' chair,
was administering Territorial law. On one side, squat-
ted on that ponderous tome, the Statutes of Kansas [er-
ritory, was one of the lawyers, and the cther was har-
ranguing “‘the court” at the moment I entered”.

" Darting cut of the room I started on a higher flight.
At the head of the next stair a stranger panorama met
my vision. The unplastered apartment ran the full
depth of the huilding and was lighted by three windows,
int each end, and, as the stairway was near the center, a
mellowing twilight-like gloom prevailed, revealing the
hastily-improvised form of a bar-room. A  broad
plauk, resting upcn a couple of empty barrels, consti-
tuted the counter. Behind was a narrower plank or
shelf, resting on two other barrels, ewdently not empty;
at least a guardian faucet was inserted in each, near the
base. On the top of each barrel, was a small blue keg,
each of which had another faucet these latter giving a
greater altitude and dignity to the display shelf, and
imparting a subdued tone of grandeur to the whole con-
cern. Scattered along this shelf were half a dozen de-
canters, “more or less.” A few refined looking, long-
necked dark complexicned bottles varied the view. On
one end of the shelf an open box of raisins was perched
longitudinally, with quite a jaunty air; and this, with
a few boxes of cigars, and a small box 01' plug tobaceo,
relieved the general bibulous aspect of the establishment.
A dozen tumblers, small and great, were scattered on
the shelf in elegant confusion, with here and there a
stray lemon, looking as if it had lost its way.among the
bottles. The floor was strewn with sawdust, 'to prevent
noise or absorb rejected quids of tobacce. To give the
whcle a patriotic air, in keeping with -the, Convention
above, of which engine this was undoubtedly the fire;
man’s room, there was a rude picture. of that wonder-
ful ornithological prodigy “the bird of freedom,” cut,
I think, from an old hand-bill. Its tail and the tradi-
tional bundle of arrows it is always hatching were not
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visible, being concealed by the top of the raisin box,
which at once elevated it and held it to the wall.”

“Having completed my inventory of that part of the
establishment, I started up higher. On emerging at the
head of that last stair, the whole glory of Constitution-
al law-making burst upon me. The apartment, of un-
plastered brick walls, was probably twenty-five by eighty
or a hundred feet in size.

“In front and rear were three windows, and at these
points the ceiling was, I think, ten feet high. To com-
pensate for thisitincreased from either of these points
towards the middle, evidently following the siope of the
roof. The roof itself, I believe, was of that mysterious
comiposition called “patent”, so highly extolled by ad-
vertisers and so littie though of by those who have tried
it. I need hardly remark that the place was hot. The
Constitution may be said to have heen cooked in it. In-
deed, if our organic law was not ‘‘done brown"’, it was
not for want of an oven.

“To their credit, the carly denizens of Wyandotte,
had fitted up the place with tolerable convenience and
neatness. The President’s seat was on a raised platform
which not only conveyed a suitable idea of his terrible
elevation, but was humane also, as he was quite a little
man. Seats, tables and desks had been furnished for
members, clerks and reporters; and although everything
was quite plain, a very clever effort had been made to
secure an official look by tacking on black muslin.
There was even a dab at a railing; and to show that
taste and patriotism were not entirely banished from
those priunitive bosoms, that glorious piece of bunt-
ing, the stars and stripes, was draped on the hare wall
behind the President’s head, and relieved the general
dingy Dbrickiness.”

“Here the IFathers of the State assembled. No arch-
itectural magnificence shone round their heads with a
halo of glory. In older happier climes, lawmakers meet
irrimposing structures of marble and granite. The ver-
fest dunce becontes a hero when looked down upon from
a gallery. Lofty halls and Corinthian columns lend
grandeur to the most stupid speeches and the silliest law.
From' Athenian architects the mind wanders back to
Athenjan glory. Pilasters are confounded with Plato,
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and domes with Demosthenes. The Wyandotte Consti-
stitution had none of these adventitious aids. It was
conceived in poverty and bréught forth to the people
without the shadow of a single pillar or cornice to
trown down the audacity of criticisim.”

The “levee block,” or more frequently called the “brick block,”
was block 16 of Wyandotte city, The plat of the city shows
it bounded on the north by Nebraska, on the east by the Le-
vee, on the south by State and on the west by Second Street
It was divided into six lots, 44 feet wide and 150 feet deep
irom east to west, the numbering beginmning on the north. The
Convention was held on lot 3 in the Lipman Meyer building.
(4). The general offices of the Kansas Pacific were after-
wards located in this block. (5) Today the tanks and side
tracks of the Great Western elevator cover the entire black,
tanks numbered 66, 67, 68 and 69 setting on the part of the
block where the Convention was held.

The records of the office of the Register of Deeds show
that Lipman Meyer was deeded Lot 3 in Block 16 by the town
company and that he owned no other property in the, block.
The records further show that he began to mortgage the prop-
erty before he had reccived his deed and that there had
been a foreclosure proceedings. This led to a search through
the early court files where it was found that in the early six-
ties Lipman Meyer was about the most popular party defend-
ant in Wyandotte county. The files of an even dozen of these
suits were found. They bristled with affidavits and deposi-
tions and from these files it is easy to write the story of Lip-
man Meyer, not that he is important, but for the light it throws
upon the site and the building where the constitution of Kansas
was made.

Wyandotte City was laid out in 1857. From the start it
was a boom town. Lipman Meyer, a2 young man of 2%, came
in 1857, and eutered the mercantile business in which he eon- °
tinved until February, 1860, when his sign came down. is
name frequently appears in the records and he acquired num-

4. Conventlon vgucher No. 118, now in the State Iistorleal Soclety,
was to L. MeYyer for Rent of Hall, &e, $380.00.

6. “The writer was an eye witness to the killing of Samuel Hallett.
It occurred about 1:20 p.m., July 27, 1864. * * Samuel Iallett was sitting
by me at dinner ot the Garno House, remarking as he rose to go * * and
started north on Third street towards the general offices. whiech were
in what was lknown a&s the Briclk Block. the bullding in which the Con-
stitutional Convention had been held.” John D. Cruise in Kansas Histori-
cal Colectlions, Vol. XI. peg. 538. note.

-
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erous pieces gf property. Ie was not the orginal holder but
became the cwner of certificate No. 12 for single lots which
he exchanged for Lot 3 in Block 16. (6) On this lot in
1858 he erected two four-story brick stores at a cost of about
$4.000.00 each. {7) The brick were made by a local firm. (8)

In May, 1829, Lipman Meyer was in Cincinnati. He owed
two niercantile firms in that town and wanted more goods from
them. They were willing to give him further credit but wanted
'séme sccurity and so on May 12th he mortgaged his Wyan-
dotte property in block three to Kuhn, Netter & Co. to secure
four notes of $623.00 each falling due in 4, 8 12 and 15
months, and on May 13th to King, Corwin & Co. for $1,120.84
to secure four notes falling due in 3, 6, 9 and 12 months. (9)
He paid the first note to each party but defaulted on the oth-
ers. In the first mortgage given the property is described
as “Lot No. Three (3) in Square or Block No. Sixteen (16)
on the plat of said Wyandotte City, Lot No. Three in Block
Sixteen being about fourty-four (44) feet in front on the Le-
vee and extending back one hundred and fifty feet in depth
the same width as in front, together with the buildings and
improvements thereon.” -

In September, 1859, Lipman Meyer. was again in Cincinnati.
This time he purchased goods from three other firms in the
amount of $777.37, giving his notes due in six months. The
beom in Wyandotte was spent so he determined on a - trading
venture to Sante Fe, New Mexico. Giving his brother Abra-
ham- a power of attorney to look after his affairs, (10) and
hiring a clerk to take charge of his store, (11) he packed his

&. Register of Deeds, Wyandotte County, Book A, pg. 130.

7. Affidavit Libman Meyer, Oct.. 24, 1860. in Myburg & Hillman vs.
Lipman Meyer, case No. 200, Wyandotte Cuuqty Distriet Court. Depnai-
tion Lipman Meyer, Sept. 2, 1863, in Corwin vs. Meyer, case No. 423, Wyan.
dotte County District Court. Affidavit Abraham Meyer, May 30, J1860, in
Simen . Shohl & Co. ve. Lipman Meyer, case No. 230, Wyandotte County
District ‘Court. & '

8. "Captain James Harris, Bill Hood ard the Boltons, started a
‘brick yard and made ‘brick which put up the historic Constitution Block,
where our state constitution was framed. Part of the block tumbled
dowrr in 81" and of the remainder not a brick is left to tell the tale)
Extract from a paper read by IF. H. Betton at the old settlers. reunion
June 13, 1896.

9. Book B, pgs. 1i-16, Register of Deeds office. Also Corwlin v
Lipman MevVer, case 423. District Court Wyandotte County.

10. Affidavit in-court files.
11, Contract between Moses Marcum and Lipman Me¥yer, found- jn
the court files.
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new goods when they came from Cincinnati, with others. from
his stock, (12) and in October, 1859, started for Santa Fe. He
expected to be back in Wyandotte by spring but it took him
longer to dispose of his stock than he had expected and he
did not reach Wyandotte again until September, 1860. (13)
The clerk whem he had left in charge neglected the business and
in February, 1860. brother Abraham fired him, changed the
sign which read L. Mgyer to A, Meyer and claimed the stock
as his own. (14) . ‘

e ot = T

SITE WHERE THE CONSTITUTION OF KANSAS WAS, MADE.

In April Lipman Meyer's Cincinnati creditors began ‘to stte
‘on their notes and local creditors followed suit. In every 'in-
stance the attorney made affidavit that Lipman Meyer' ‘was
a non resident and that service could not be had except by
publication. Attachment after attachment were run covering
everything from real estate to shirts. On his return Lipman
Meyer entered his denial of non residence but the mischief had

12. Marcus vs. Meyer, case 266, District Court Wyandotte County.
The atock of goods left in the store inventoried $4,899, on Octqber 8, 1859.

i3, Affidavit Lipman Meyer, in Myburg & Hillman vs. Lipman Meyer,
case No. 200, Diatrict Court Wyandotte County.

14, Affidavit of D. A. Bartlett in Myburg & Hillman vs. Lipman Meyer,
case 200, District Court Wyandotte County. Also affidavit of M. Murcus
in same.
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been done and he was out of business. In September, 1863,
in a deposition, he described himself as “Age 33 years. Occa-
pation transporting across the plains. And residence at Santa
Fe, New Mexico.” (15)

The suit to foreclose his mortgage on the levee property was
filed June 25, 1861. Judgment was not taken until April,
1864. 'The property was then appraised at $2,400 and twice
offered for sale by the Sheriff but without bidders. A new
appraisement was had this tinxe the value being fixed at $675.00.
A third time it was advertised for sale and sold on December
31st, 1864, to Jesse Cooper for $460.00.

On June 24, 1861, the building that had housed the Consti-
tutional Convention fell. An account of the fall is given in
Andreas history, page 1232 as follows:

“In May 1861 members of the Second reigment were
quartered in Constitution Hall. The second regiment
received marching orders and at about nine o’clock,
marched out to the Southern bridge. Luke Havens,
the First Lieutenant of Capt Harris’ Company, remain-
ed behind to swear in nineteen recruits. While they
were waiting for him, the four story building fell, and
not a brick was left upon another. Though it took
some hours before thie men were all dug out, no se-
rious injuries resulted beyond the breaking of a leg
by a son of Thomas Ryan. The escape was wonderful.

The building had been undermined by water, and its
walls were frail, being only eight inches thick.”

This building was never repaired or rebuilt. Int later years
the general offices ¢f the Kansas Pacific, Egbtern Division
were located on the north end of- block 16, but the building
in which they were housed covered no part of lot 3. Later
the property passed to the C. G. W. Railroad Company and
for years has been covered with side tracks and a terminal
grain elevator.

45, Deposition of Lipman Meyer, in Corwin vs. Meyer, case No. 423,
District Court Wyandotte County,



HISTORIC SPOTS NUMBER THIRTY-THREE

PLACE:— 6th Street and Armstrong, Kansds City,
Kansas. ‘
TIME:—  March 6, 1886.
EVENTS:—1 Old Wyandotte.
II—Old Kansas City, Kansas.
II1.—Armourdale.
IV.—01d Armstrong.
V.—The Consolidated City,
VI.—Argentine.
VII.—Commission Government.
VIII.—Rosedale.
IX.—The City Hall.

I. OLD WYANDOTTE

The Wyandot Nation, 700 strong. moved from Ohio to Kan-
sas in the summer of 1843. It came to occupy the new home
promised its members only to find that it was a stranger in a
strange land. The Government had no available land for them.
Finally cn the 14th of December, 1843, a treaty was completed
with the Delawares. By this treaty the Delawares gave the
Wyandots three sections of land in the fork of the Kansas and
Missouri rivers and sold them the thirty six sections adjoining
this gift on the west. The western line of this purchase ran
from the Kansas to the Missouri river and fell just west of the
present station of Muncie. There were but two buildings on
the entire thirty nine sections, both in the neighborhood of
Quindaro. James Bigtree, one of the Wyandot chiefs, purchased
one of these improvements and John Williams the cther. (1)
During the months of waiting the Wyandots were camped on
the tongue of land lying between the Kansas river and the Mis-
souri state line. Here in camp sixty of their number died. (2)
They evidently felt assured that the proposed Delaware treaty °
wotld be ratified for they brought their dead into the Delaware
territory for burial, established their National ferry across the
Kansas river and began to build houses. Four days before the
Delaware treaty was signed John M. Armstrong, having com-
pleted his cabin, moved his family into the new home. (3)
Thus the Armstrong’s became the first seitlers in what came to
be the town of Wyandotte.

1. Statement found among the papers ¢f Lucy B. Armastrong.

2. Thid.
3. Lucy B. Armstreng in Wyandotte Gazette, Dec, 25, 187(.
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There were no surveys and each man enclosed such land as he
desired for his use and his possession was respected by the fel-
lcw members of the Nation. Individual ownership was un-
known, the title to all lands resting, not in the individual, but in
the Nation. What is now the Second, Third, Fourth and F;fth
wards of Kansas City, Kansas, was Socn dotted with homes
each surrounded by its small acreage. There is a tradition that
the heads of the Nation had planned a Wyandot City with acre
tract lots where the pecple would live and go out to their farms,
but no plat or cther evidence of any such a division of lands
has ever been found.

The Wyandots brought their church organization with them
from Ohio and socn huilt a church. They built a school house
which later became tke Council House and seat of government
for the Nation. A ccmpany store in which most of the leading
Wyandets had shares was built west of what is now Third street
between State and Nebraska avenues, It was a long log building
in two departments, the store rocni and a back room used in
part for a council house. Jcel Walker, who was clerk of the
Council, had the management of the store. (4) This store in
time closed down.

The Wyandcts were farmers. They built no towns but went
to Westport T.anding, or “Kansas,” as it was called by Governor.
Walker, for their mail and their supplies. Such was the history
f the comnumity up to May 3oth, 1854, when Kansas was
organized as a Territory. White immigration to Kansas begun
immediately. The first mention of Wyandotte in Horace Gree-
ley's paper was March 24, 1855. (5) On September 7th,
1835, John Calhcun, the Surveyor General for the Territory,
meved his office frem Leavenworth to a private residence in
Wyandotte (6} and on Octoher 8th, 1855, the Wyandotte post
office was established. (7) In the spring of 1856, Isaiah Walker
built a store building, which was then the caly business building
on what a year later was to hecome the town site of Wyandotte,

In December, 1856, ten white men—W. Y. Roberts, Thomas
H. Swope, Gaius Jenkins, John Nedipine, J. PJ Rogt, T. B.
Eldridge. S. W. Eldridge, Robert Morris, Daniel Killen and
James M. Winchell, who were looking for a place to build a
town, decided the place they warited was in the fork of the Kan-
sas and Misscuririvers. The Wyandots had made a treaty with

Statement found among the papers of Luey B. Armstrong.
‘Wilder's Annals.

Ibid.

Government Blue Book,
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the Government whereby they were to take 'their lands in sev-
eralty and so would soon be in a position where they could give
good titles to their lands. The ten men met in a Kansas City,
Missouri, hotel and perfected their plans. Roberts, Swope, Jenk-
ins and McAlpine were appointed as a committee to cross the
river and negotiate with the Wyandot owners for the land the
company desired to purchase. The committee of four proceeded
to ditch their associates and taking Isaiah Walker, Joel Walker
and Silas Armstrong, three influential Wvandots, into partner-
ship with them, organized the Wyandctte City Town Company.
(8)

The townsite of Wyandotte was surveyed in March, 1857, by
John H. Miller, who, upon his maps, made the statement that
the town company was formed of seven stockholders, three of
whem were Wyandots. The town plat was filed in Leavenworth
county May 14, 1857. It covered about one and a half sections
of land and was decidedly irregular in shape, many of the Wy-
andots, in the coveted area, refusing to sell their lands to the
town company.. The company stock was divided into 400 shares,
ten lots to the share. Sales begun in March, 1857, at $500 per
share. A rush of settlers sent the prices up to $750 per share
and later to $1,000 per share. The population soon numbered
400. (9)

On May 31st. 1857, Albert D. Richardson, a traveling news-
paper man, visited the town and wrote the first description of

it extant. In his book “Beyond the Mississippi,” he said: (10)

“I landed upon the tented field, not of sanguinary
strife, but of the city of Wyandotte. This prophetic
Babylon was four months old. with a population of four
hundred. Its beautiful site on a gentle, synunetric em-
inence, overlooks low wocded bottom lands of Missouri
on the east, Kansas City on the south, and the Missouri
river for miles below. A few pleasant white ware-
houses and residénces, and unpainted plank shanties
were erected. Many more were going up; and mean-
while waiting settlers dwelt under Heavens canopy or
in snowy tents. Everywhere busy workmen were ply-
ing ax, hammer and saw; and the voice of the artisan
was heard in the land. The settlers. were merry over
the attempt of Governor Robinson and a few other

8. Andreas, History of Kangas, pg. 1231,
9. TIbid.
10. Page 28,
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lunatics, to found a new town called Quindaro among
the rocks and hills three miles above. The spot they
had selected was utterly impracticable; they might as
well have sought to build a city upon the Natural Bridge
of Virginia, or the Palisades of the Hudson. This in-
formation was imparted to me with great zeal and em-
phasis imrmediately upon my arrival, and repeated at
frequent intervals during a stay of two hours.”

On February 11, 1838, the Wyandotte City Company was
incorporated by the Territorial Legislatures, (11) and on June
8, 1858 the probate judge of Leavenworth county, acting upon
the petition of Barzilai Gray, A. B. Bartlett, Daniel Killen and
others, provided for a town government under the name and
style of “The Inhabitants of the Town of Wyandotte.”  Wil-
lham McKay, George Russell, Daniel Killen, Charles W. Glick
and Wm. Simpson were appointed as trustees and held their
first meeting, June 12, 1858. (12)

On the 29th of January, 1859, the Territorial Legislature
passed two bills of the greatest importance to Wyandotte. It
incorporated the city of Wyandotte (13) and it created the
county of Wyandotte, (14) with Wyandotte as the temporary
county seat. (15) The population was now 1259 and the
municipal debt was $1,500.

. For two years the rivalry between Wyandotte and Quindaro,
three miles up the river had been fierce. Each town had a
vision of great things. Wyandotte reached out for the trade
from the southwest, buitt a road to the Kansas river and pro-
vided for a free ferry across that stream. Quindaro built a
similar road and also provided for a free ferry. At the No-
vember, 1859, election Wyandotte was made the permanent
county seat and from that time on pulled steadily away from
its former rival. .

Slowly the town grew. The husiness center shifted from
Nebraska to the levee, where substantial brick buildings, in-
cluding the convention hall, were built: then to Third street;
then to Minnesota avenue, gradually following up that street
as far west as Fifth street. In 1867 Wyandotte became a city
of the second class.. ' - ; asl _

Armstrong on the  bluffs overlooking: the Kaw Valley had.

1l. Laws, 1858, Chapter 169, pg. 397

12. Trustee's Minutes.

13. Lawa, 1859, Chapter 107. pg. 188.

14. Ibid. Chapter 7, pg. 362.

15. Andreas, History of Kansas, pg. 13831
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developed a community center with its own post office. Be-
tween Armstrong and Wyandotte was Riverview. This com-
munity was laid out in 1879. It contained a lake and a park.
It had 24 large blocks of irregular size and various shapes each
divided into lots of different sizes. (16) In September,
1880, the community of Riverview petitioned for annexation
to old Kansas City but the plea was turned down. (17) In
May, 1881, however, Kansas City, Kansas, did pass an ordi-
nance for the annexation of Riverview. Mayor McConnell
refused to sign the ordinance. Announcement was made that
at the next meeting of the council, four of the six councilmen
would vote to pass the ordinance over the mayor’s veto. Wy-
andotte at once got busy. A special meeting of the council
was called for the purpose of annexing Riverview. The nec-
essary ordinance was passed and immediately published and so
Riverview became a part of Wyandotte before the Kansas
City councilmen had a chance to act. (18)

The needs of the city grew more rapidly than its ability
to supply them. This was well illastrated by its efforts to
secure a city building. At the November, 1870, election the
city voted bonds for the purchase of a site and the erection
of a market house thereon. (19) For nearly thirteen vears
no further move was made. In May; 1882, a special committee
of the council reported that in their opinion it would be legal
to issue these bonds. (20) The citv attorney was instructed
to prepare an ordinance for the condemnationt of a site for a
market house. (21) After considerdble bickering an
ordinance was passed condemning- the three Ints on the
southeast corner of Sixth and Armstrong, officially’ described
as lots 22, 23 and 24, block 136, for a market house site. (22)
In August the bonds were issued. (23). Deeds were secured
to the property. (24) A foundation was started but here
matters rested for a couple of years. In October. 1885, a
contract was let to complete the market house for $9.383. (25).

16. Goodspeed. Wyandotte County and' Kansas- City, pg. 370.

17. Council Minutes, K. C., Kas., pg. 383,

18. Counell Minutes, May 16. 1881,

18, Couneil Minutes, Journal F, pg. 298.

20. TIbid.. pg. 234, May 1, 1883

21. Ibid., pg. 245. May 8, 1383.

22, Thid, pes. 286, 167. June 12, 1883, Ordinance 408

23. Ibid., pg. 2%8. August 7, 1883.

24 Register of Deeds, Wyandotte County, Book 28. pg 409 Dec.
13, 1883,

25. Council Minutes, Journal G, pg. 254. Oct. 29, 1885.
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The building was evidently nearing completion by the follow-
ing February as it was then insured for sixty days for $6,000.
{26).

Then came the consolidation. The population of Wyandotte,
as certified to the Governor, was 12,086.

IIL. OLD KANSAS CITY, KANSAS

As a part of the treaty by which the Wryandots gave up their
land in Ohio, certain influential members of the tribe were
given the right to locate a section of land each, at any place
where unassigned Government land could be found. These
concessions hecame known as “Floats”. and were in demand
when Kansas began to be settled, as they furnished the means
nf giving quick and easy title to lands wanted for town site
purposes. Among the holders of these “floats” was Silas Arm-
strong. He found that the strip of tand lying between the
Kansas river and the western boundary of Missburi was Gov-
ernment land and claimed it under his “Wyandotte float.”
Willis Wills, and several other squatters, claimed the right 1w
preempt this land and there was much litigation between Arm-
strong and these claimants. In 1858 a compromise was eftect-
ed by which Armstrong released his claim to a portion of the
land and the squatters rqleased the balance to him.” (27)

kn 1868 the Kansas City, Kansas, Town Company was form-
ed by Silas Armstrong, David E. James, Dr. Geo. B. Wead
Luther H. Wood, William Weer, Thomas Ewing, Jr.. T. H.
Swope and N. McAlpine, and a town was laid out on this nar-
tow strip of land between the Kansas river and the Misscuri
state line. Tt was surveyed in April, 1869, and the plat was
recorded with the Register of Deeds of Wyandotte c-unty,
May 3, 1869. Business in the pronosed city began to baom
in 1871, when the Plankington and Armour Packing House
and the Boston owned stock vards were built. In 1872 the
aty of Kansas City was organized as a citv of the Third Class,
and a city election was held October z2nd by order of Judge
Hiram Stevens of the Tenth Judicial District.

The first officers were: Mavyor, James Boyle; Councilmen,
S. W. Day, Charles H. Jones, Tohn McKnight, George IForschler
and James Lundell; police judge, Tames Kennedy; city clerk,
Cornelius Cushin; treasurer, Samuel McCennell; city attorney.
H. 1. Alden.

26. Ibid. pg. 294. TFeb. 2. 1BRe
27. Andreas. History of Kansas. pg. 1246,
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By 1880 the population had grown to 2,745 and by procla-
mation of Gov. John P. St. John it was made a city of the
second class.

The little city grew rapidly. In 1880 the Anglo American
Pork and Provisions Comipany, familiarly known as Fowler’s,
located here and other industries followed. The Methodists,
Baptists, Swedish Baptists, the Congregationalists, the Catho-
lics and the colored Baptists all maintained organizations.
There were newspapers, a Masonic lodge and other organiza-
tions. By 1886 the population had grown to 3,802. The town
never had a post oiffice of its own but was supplied from Mis-
souri.

III. ARMOURDALE

Armourdale was the youngest of the three towns that went
to make the consolidated city of Kansas City, Kansas, and her
history as a separate municipality is brief. In 1880 some Bos-
ton capitalists incorporated the Kaw Valley Town Site and
Bridge Company. They obtained a large tract of land in the
Kaw Valley, about a mile above the juncture of the Kansas and
Missouri rivers and platted a portion of it into a town, which
they called Armourdale in honor of the Armours of packing
house fame. The town began to fill up rapidlv with industries
and homes and soon had the necessary population for a city.
It was incorporated in the spring of 1882 and at an election
held May sth of that year the following officers were chosen:
Mayor, Frank Patterson; councilmen, Nehemiah Sherrick, Dan-
iel Herbert, E. W. Anderson S. Sndyer and foseph Bradiev;
police judge, John C. Foore; marshal, William Ross; city clerk
Granville Patterson. Two other mayors. George W. Parsons
and Jacob Barney, were chosen before the consolidation.

Armourdale became a post office soon after its incdrpofa-
tion. Tor some reason this post office was not merged at the
time of the city consolidation but continued to be carried as a
separate office on the rolls as late as 18go.

The population of this lusty four year old, when it was
brought into the consolidated city, was given as 1,582

IV. OLD ARMSTRONG

The v111age of Armstrong was surveved in October, 1877,
by E. C. Smeed for the Kansas Pacific Railwav Companv. Jt
was laid out in a picturesque stvle, with a public square and
diagonal avenues verging therefrom, and with other avenues
and circular streets partially surrounding the square. Tt cov-
ered the high ground overlooking the Kansas valley to the east
and the south. It was named in honor of Silas Armstrong. In
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1872 it became a post office. It became quite a residence dis-
trict and gradually there grew up here a civic center with its
own business houses and small stores. It never indulged in the
luxury of city government. To the north was Wyandotte and
to the south was Armocurdale, neither of which touched its
borders but its location was such that when the time for con-
solidation came it hecame a part of the new city.

V. THE CONSOLIDATED CITY

Agitation for the consolidation of the cities of Wyandotte
-and Kansas City began as early as 1876. On the minutes of
the council for Kansas City, Kansas, of February 24, 1876,
this resolution was spread:

“Whereas a bill {(No. 392 H. R.) for the consoli-
dation of cities with a population of 2,000 or more
combined is before the legislature, we protest and ask
‘the legislature, through our representative, Sanford
Haff, to not pass said bill.”

Two weeks later the thanks of the council are given to San-
ford Hatff, H. W. Cook, and Byron Judd for favors rendered.
- Evidently Kansas City gave the YWyandotte dclegation at To-
peka credit for the failure of the hill to pass.

Again on February 4, 1879, the minutes of the council record
-a communication from Representative L. E. James “that a
move is-on foot to consolidate Wyandotte and K. C., K., and
-that such movement is headed by E. L. Bartlett and a few
others living in Wyandotte City and that as your representa-
tive T shall act for your hest interests inthe matter and oppose
such schemes to the best of my ability.”

Two weeks later the council spread the following protest
- onits - records: :

“Whereas a hill is at this time before the legislature
for the consolidation of adjacent cities, be it resclved
that we are opposed to its passage.

“We protest unless it be first submitted to a vote
of the people of -the citv so sought to be consnlidated.”

The special session of the Legislature of 1886 (28) pro-
vided .for the consolidation of adjacent cities. Under its
terms when a certificate was presented tn the Governor shaw-
-ing that serarate cities. clrse treether. bad a crmbined ponnla-
tion large ennieh tn make a ritv nf the firet class. he should.
issuie his proclamation censalidating these cities. and the ter-
ritory lying between them. into a citv nf the first clase The
‘purpose of this legislatinn was to consolidate the three towns
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of Wyandotte, Kansas City and Armourdale. The courity-
clerk of Wyandotte certified to the Governor that Wyandotte:
had a population of 12,086, Kansas City of 3,802 and Armour-.
dale of 1,582. This was more than the necessary population of
15,000 required for a city of the first class and so brought
this territory within the leglslatwe provision. ]

On March 6, 1886, Governor Martin issued his proclamation

_;u_ﬁ-m TR, o e T

e
e . ] . ey
E 3 4 y Il S50
i 3 ; o] 5(%
e i i e

OLDy CITY HALL -
First home of ihe consolidated city. Buill with market house’ bonds.

consolidating the three cities named, into a city of the first
class, under the name of Kansas City, and ordered an election’
to be held on April 6, 1886, for city officials. At this electior
Thomas I'. Hannon was elected mayor and C. T. Bohls, W:
T. Brown, William Clow, E. Daniels, T. Fleming, Charles
Hains, S. McConnell, ]ames Phillips, Con Butler and. J..C.

28. Laws, 1886, Chapter, 63, ng. 86 and Chapter 64, pg. 89,
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Martin were elected councilmen from the city at large. The
other city officials were: city clerk, J. J. Moffitt; city treas-
urer, F. S. Merstetter; city attorney, W. S. Carroll; city engi-
neer, J. H. Lasley; street commissioner, John Wren; fire mar-
shal, J. K. Paul; city marshal, John Sheehan; police judge, M.
J. Manning.

The consolidation did nof meet with popular favor. Old
Kansas City was peeved. Armourdale was peeved. Wryan-
dotte was peeved hecause the Governor had listened to the
bankers and bond speculators plea, that the bounds would sell
better under the name of Kansas City than that of Wyandotte
and so had robbed her of the name that the consolidated city

- should have carried. Eventually an action was brought to dis-
solve the consolidation and the supreme court of Kansas was
required to uphold the validity of the act of consolidation. (29)
The Union Pacific railroad was peeved because its holdings
had been brought in out of the country and made a part ol the
city. It went into the federal courts and on the ground that
there was a flaw somewhere in the proceedings, secured imimun-
ity, for a number of years, from the payment of city taxes.
The legislature of 1891 came to the relief of the city in its
battle with the Union Pacific. It passed an Act, (30), pro-
viding that when territory adjoining or touching any city of
more than 30,000 inhabitants is so situated ‘as to be bounded
on three fourths of its boundary line by the adjacent city the
same might be added to and made a part of the city by ordi-
nance. The city council on March 8, 18g2, proceeded, under
this provision, to annex 17z acres of Union Pacific land.
Again there was a court battle. Judge Anderson of the court
of common pleas declared the law unconstitutional, but he was
reversed by the supreme court. (31) Twice the railroad car--
ried the case to the supreme court of the United States but in
both instances the law was upheld and the railroad was event-
ually compelled -to submit to annexation and pay its city

taxes. (32)

The newly elected council of the consolidated city met in the
council chambers of the city of Wyandotte, organized and ord-
ered the clerks of the three cities to appear with their books,
At the next meeting the existing local jealousies found ex-

29. State vs. Kansas CIty, 50 Kansas B508.

30. Laws, 1891, Chapter 74, pg. 133.

31. City of Kansas City vs. Union Pacific, 5% Kansas 472.
32, 172 United States 334 and 176 United States 114.
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pression. The minutes recite that Mr. Fleming moved that
when we adjourn we adjourn to meet at the corner of §th and
James street old Kansas City, Kansas, but that the mayor re-
tused to entertain the motion. Two weeks later Mr. Hains
moved that when we adjourn we adjourn to meet in the new
building. Mr. Butler moved to amend to adjourn to sth and
James street. The amendment was lost by a vote of 5 to 5.
The original motion then received a vote of 5 to 5 and the
mayor cast the deciding vote in favor of the motion. (33)

The new building to which the council adjourned was the
one on the southeast corner of Armstrong and Sixth street. It
had been built with bonds voted for a market house way back
in 1870. It now became the seat of government for the con-
solidated city and did duty as such for a quarter of a century.
It housed not only the city offices and the council but was a
city jail and fire headquarters as well.

VI. ARGENTINE

When the Kansas City, Topeka and Western Railroad,
soon to be known as part of the Atchison, Topeka and Santa
Fe, had built its line from Topeka to Kansas City, it needed
plenty of room for its shops, round houses, coal chutes, train
sheds and other facilities. It came up the Kansas river about
three miles from its mouth and located its industries on the
south bank of the river. A town at once sprung up and sixty
acres was platted in 1880 by James M. Coburn, the first town
proprietor, and called Argentine. The next year, April o,
1881, the Kansas Town Company of Wyandotte County was
formed. It was composed of the same individuals promoting
the railroad. This company secured some 415 acres of land,
and after turning over to the railroad company what was de-
sired for railroad purposes, platted the remainder, some 360
acres, and put it on the market as the Mulvane addition to the
town of Argentine.

An impetus was given to the new town by the coming of
the Consolidated Kansas City Smelting and Refining Com-
pany, which came in 1880 and covered twenty acres with its
buildings and plant. '

By 1882 the town had a sufficient population to form a.city
and an election was held on the first Tuesday in August at
which the first set of town officials were chosen. Those elect-
ed were: Mayor, G. W. Gully; councilmen, John Steffins, A.
Borgslede, W. C. Blue, Patrick O’Brien and George Simmons;

33. Council Minutes, pg. 24,
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police judge, A. J. Dolley; matshal, Charles Duvall; city clerk,
J. H. Halderman.

The closing down of the smelter stopped the progress of the
town for a time but in 1906 the Kansas City Structural Steel
Company was organized and in 1908 it took over the old smelter
plant.

On September 14, 1909, the city council of Argentine passed
a resolution asking for the consolidation of Argentine with the
larger city of Kansas City, Kansas. On October 14, 1909, a
joint meeting of the two city councils was held and the nece:-
sary legislation was enacted making Argentine the seventh
ward of Kansas City, Kansas, as of date of Januvary 1, 1910.
C. W. Green and J. W. Leideburg were appointed as council-
men from the new ward. The new ward, according to the
1910 census, brouglit a population of 6,666 into the consclidated
city.

VII. COMMISSION GOVERNMENT

The Legislature of 1907 passed an act whereby cities desir-
ing so to do, might pass under the commission form of gov-
ernment. (34) It required a special election and this was to
be called upon a petition signed by a certain per cent of the
voters of the city. Agitation for the adoption of the commis-
sion form of government was at once begun in Kansas City.
The necessary petition was secured and an election was held
on June 2, 1908, which resulted in a defeat of the project by
882 votes, there being 3,222 votes {or the proposition and 4,104
against. A majority of both the men and women voting were
against the proposition. (35)

The Legislature of 1909 amended the commission government
law curing some of the defects that had been found in the first
Act. (36). The second campaign for the adoption of the com-
-mission form of municipal government was launched early in
. May, 1909, when petitions were put in circulation asking for
the calling of a special election. The petitions were signed by
3488 qualified voters. Upon the issuance of the call for the.
special election a committee of one hundred men was organized
to take charge of the camipaign with Willard Merriam 2 real
estate dealer, as chairman. ((37) The election was held July
14, 1909, and the proposition carried by a majority of 1,430,
There were 3,497 men and 9oo women voted for the proposi-

34. Laws, 1907, Chapter 114, pg. 131.
35. Kansas City Times, June 3, 1908.
36, Laws, 1909.
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tion and 2,193 men and 774 women voted against the proposi-
tion. (38)

The tirst election under the new plan of government was held
in April, 1910, and resulted in the election of Jas. E. Porter as-
mayor and James A. Cable, Henry Dean, Otto Anderson and
Charles W. Green as comniissioners. By mutual agreement
the following division of departments was made: James A,
Cable, commissioner of water works and public lighting; Charles
W. Green, commissioner of finance and revenue; Henry E. Dean,
commissioner of parks, health and public property; Otto An-
derson, commissioner of streets and public improvements.

In 1929 the Legislature (39) passed an Act abolishing the
office of water and light commissioner and substituting a
board of five members to be known as the hoard of public
utilities. This board was to be nominated and elected by the
city at large for a term of two years. At the April, 1929,
election James L. Beggs, Frank M. Holcomb, George H. Long,
Charles A. Lowder and Lawrence I, Wilson, were elected as
the first board. :

The. 1931 Legislature lengthened the term of office to four
years. (40} Vavancies occurring on this board were to be.
filled by the bocard and the 1933 Legislature passed a law pro-
viding that when a vacancy occurred in the hoard the term
of the member selected to fill the vacancy should be the re-
mainder of the term of the member whose retirement created
the vacancy. (41)

The Legislature of 1933 reduced the number of commission:
ers to three cutting out the commissioner of parks and assign-
ing his duties to other commissioners. It also extended the
time of the retiring commissioner of parks to 1933 thus doing
away with the 1933 city election. (42)

VII. ROSEDALE

Rosedale was platted in 1872 by James G. Brown and A.
Grandstaff and covered a portion of that territory in and ad--
jacent to the Turkey creek valley in the southeast part of Wy-
andotte county. It became a post office in the early seventies.
It -received its first impetus in 1875 when the rolling mills
were-located here with A. B. Stone as president and Ira Harris

37. Kansas City Times. July ]:5, 1308,
38. Council Minutes, Journal O, pg. 653.
39. Laws 1929, Chapter 126, pg. 189.

40. Laws, 1931, Chapter 117, pg. 184.
41. Laws, 1833, Chapter 124, pg. 8.

42. Laws, 1933, Chapter 127, pg. 186.
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as vice-president and general manager. In those days the rail-
roads used iron rails and as they were worn down new ones
were made by working over the old ones. This was the prin-
cipal work of the old rolling mill although it also made stoves
and other articles of iron in common use. At one time the mill
employed 500 men with a pay roll of from $10,000 to $25,000
per month. The mill closed in 1883.

By 1877 the town had the necessary 600 population for a city
of the third class and on August 3rd of that year Judge Hiram
Stevens of the district court issued the necessary order making
it a city of the third class. An election was held on the 28th
of that month which resulted in the election of the following
officers: Mayor, D). S. Mathias; councilmen, John Hutchinson,
Sr., Henry Jurgens, William Bowen, John Haddock and Ben-
jamin Bousman; police judge, Edward Blandford; city clerk,
William Dauks.

In October, 188, the city was incorporated as a city of the
second class. (43)

On July 15, 1913, a special election was held at which time
the question of a consolidation of Rosedale with Kansas City
was submitted to a vote of the Rosedale electors. The propo-
sition to consolidate carried by a majority of 118 votes. {44)
The opponents of consolidation were in control of the city
government and would not take the necessary steps to bring
about the consolidation. For nearly eight years no further steps
were taken. The Legislature of 1921 (45) passed an Act for
the consolidation of cities which said in substance that when
a smaller city, adjoining a city of the first class of a popula-
tion of 5,000, or over, had voted that it desired to consolidate,
the Governor, upon a certificate of such fact, should issue
his proclamation consolidating the smaller city with the larger
one. It was just one more of those many acts of legislation
which fit just Wyandotte county and was intended’ to compel
the consolidation of Rosedale with the larger city. On June
30, 1921, the Rosedale council instructed the city clerk not to
certify the result of the 1913 election and at the same time
instructed the city attorney to commence mandamus proceed-
ings in the supreme court to compe! him to make the certific
cate. (46)

In the spring election of 1922 the friends of consolidation

48. Goodspeed, Wyagndotte County and Kansas City, pg. 240.
44. Council Minutes, page $5.
45. Laws, 1821, Chapter 98
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elected a council favorable to consolidation. The old couneil,
April 3, 1922, at once rescinded its resolution of June 3o,
1921, the necessary certificate was made and on April 7, 1922,
Governor Allen issued his proclamation consolidating the two
cities. (47)

Rosedale then became the Eighth ward of Kansas City,
Kansas. The population of Rosedale, as reported by the 192z
census, was 8,769. The same census gave Kansas City, Kan-
sas, a population of r102,024.

One city, of a population of 110,784, and one post office,
now flourished where there had formerly been five separate
municipalities and five separate post offices.

IX. THE CITY HALL

“The new building,” built from the proceeds of market
house bonds by old \Wyandotte, into which the council of the
consolidated city moved in 1886, served as the capitol of the
city for more than a quarter of a century. At an election held
on the 2nd of November, 1909, the question “*Shall the city
issue $200,000 in bonds for a city hall?” was carried by a
vote of 1,316 to g6o. (48). In the following February the
bonds were issued. The half block adjoining the old city hall
on the south, and fronting on Sixth street and Ann avenue was
condenmed as 2 site for the new building. Rose and Peterson
were employed as architects and their plans were accepted May
24th, 1910. (49)

The plans, as adopted, called for a three unit structure cov-
ering the entire Sixth street front. Only one unit of this, a
four story granite structure, covering the southwest corner
of the block, was to be built at this time” The plans anticipated
that eventually a similar building would be built on the north-
east corner of the block and that the two units would be con-
nected some time by an auditorium.

The corner stone of the new building was laid on April 25,
1911, with appropriate ceremonies. The courts and public
offices were closed for the day. Dr. George M. Gray was'
chairman. Rev. Stephen Northrop, pastor of the Temple Bap-
tist church, prayed for a blessing on the city and its people.
Speeches were made by Mayor J. E. Porter. Mayor Llewellyn
Jones of Independence, Mo.; John G. Park, city counselor
of Kansas City, Mo.; congressman E. C. Little, commissioner,

46. Council Minutes, page 170.

47. Tbid., pgs. 2356 and 243.

48. Council Minutes, pg. 235.

49. Kansas City Times, May 26 1910,
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Henry E. Dean and W. W. Rose, architect of the building.
(50) Comrmission Dean, who had the construction of the
hall in charge, gathered together numerous documents of his-
torical value which were placed in the iron box inside the corn-
er stone. The box contained a copy of the incorporation for
the Wyandotte Town Company, which laid out the original
town of Wyandotte. This document hore the signature of
Silas Armstrong, who was president of the company; Thomas
H. Swope, who was a member of the company; lsaiah Walker
and others who founded the city, and bought the land where
the city is froni the Wyandotte Indians. The document bears
the date of the meeting of the land company at which the
articles of incorporation were drawn up, which was December
9, 1856. The stone alse contained a photograph of Silas
Armstrong, who was also-the founder of old Kansas City, Kan-
sas; photographs of public buildings in Kansas City, Kansas;
copies of newspapers, autographs of citizens and other pagers.
(51).

The growth of the city demanded more room for the city
government. On March 3I, 1917, the questicn of issuing
$125,000 in bonds for an annex to the city hall was voted on
and the proposition was carried by a vote of 12,870 to 7,341.
(52) An injunction was at once asked for cn the theory that
the issue of the bonds would exceed the bonded indebtedness
linit for the city. Judge Fischer refused to grant the injunc-
tion (53) and an appeal was taken to the supreme court.
That tribunal held (54) that the water works bonds constituted
bonded indebtedness of the city, within the meaning of the
statute, and that as the honded indebtedness cf the ¢ity already
exceeded the limit, the proposed issue was without authority.

On April 2, 1929, two bond propositions were submitted
to.the voters. One called for an issue of $70,000 for an annex
tn the city hall and the other for an issue of $280,000 for two
fire stations and fire equipment. Both propositions carriéd.
(55) It was then decided to build one of the fire stations in
connection with the city hadd annex and hoth propositions weré
ccmpleted at a cost of $282,633.68. (56)

B0. Ibid., April 26 1911,

51. Kansas City Star, April 25, 1911.

52. Commissioners Minutes, A-2, pg. 447.

53, Btate va. City of Kansas City. No. 7.600:

64. State vs. City of Kansas City, 101 Kansas 304
56. Commissioners Minutes, A-21, pg. 152.

B6. QCity Auditor's Report. pg. 46.
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PLACE . —Seventh and Minnesota.
TIME:— March z5th, rgor.
EVENT . —Breaking ground for the Federal Building.

The evolution of the Kansas City, Kansas, post office forms
an interesting chapter in the annals of Wyandotte county. The
early Wyandots went to Kansas City, Missouri for their mail.
Governor Walker, in his diary, refers frequently to trips to
“Kansas,” as he termed the Missouri town, for the mail. It
meant a journey across the Kansas River, over the Wyandot
National Ferry, through the woods and a crossing over Turkey
Creek which in those days emptied into the Missouri river.

From the information that is available it seems that the post
office of Wyandotte was established in October, 1855 with W.
J. Osborne as postmaster. Who Mr. Oshorne was is not known,
It is probable that he never functioned very much 25 postmaster
though the Official Register for 1857 credits him as _being post-
master for three quarters of the year 1856.

When Thomas J. Barker entered into a partnership with
Isaiah Walker in the fall of 1856 he assumed the duties of
Dostmaster and the history of the Kansas City post office
begins with him. Mr, Barker’s own story of the post office is
told in a manuscript, now in the possession of the Barker
family as follows:

“When I came to Kansas in 1855, Mr. Oshorne
was postmaster a1 Wyandotte, but he was not looking
after the office, (I only saw him once) and what little
mail there was at that time was handled by the
Surveyor General's cffice. In 1856 Mr. J. W. Ladd
was appointed Justice of the Peace.. and he Ilooked
after the mail until in November of that year, when
I purchased a one half interest in the store of Isaiah
Walker, the name of the firm being Walker and
Barker, general merchandise. Qur store being the
most prominent place in the city, the nost office was
moved there. Mr. Walker, in the spring of 1836
bnilt the hnilding we occupied at 326 Nebraska,
whirh building is still standing and occupied as a
residence.”

“I, having been assistant postmaster at Fayette-
ville, Va. in 1849 and 1850 and at Shrewsberry, Va.



254 Historic Spots

from 1851 to 1854 and having acquired a general
knowledge of the duties of a postmaster, assumed
charge of the post office, and, on April 10, 1857, was
appointed postmaster by Aaron V. Brown, Post-
master General under President James Buchanan and
continued the office in our store. The name of the
post office was Wyandotte, Leavenworth County,
Kansas Territory. The office was not on a mail route
and the mail was left at Kansas City, Mo. and carried
to and from there by the citizens who happened to be
going over to that city. It was put on a mail route
that was established between Kansas City, Mo. and
Leavenworth, Kansas in the year 1858 and a daily
stage coach was run between those cities. The Wyan-
dotte mail for the first six months of the service was
about 12 letters received daily and about the same
number sent out and about the same number of news-
papers.”

“In the fall of 1858 I moved the post office.into
my building at the southeast of Third and Nebraska,
which was a two story frame building. The first floor
was used as a store building part of the time and
there were offices on the second floor. I was recom-
missioned postmaster on November 15, 1861 by
Montgomery Blair, Postmaster General under
President Abraham Lincoln and held the office until
April, 1863 when I resigned and Mr. R. B. Taylor
was appointed.”

“During the six years that I was postmaster, my net
cash receipts from the office was from $200 to $480
per year. The largest receipt of mail was in 1830,
when the Constitutional Convention was in session
at Wyandotte. In the early part of my Postmastership
I would when I left the office carry the mail in the
crown of my hat and when I met anyone for whom I
had mail. T would take off my hat and deliver them
their mail.” =

In a newspaper clipping, source unknown, found in one of
the Barker family scrap books, Mr. Barker tells of his second
appointment as postmaster :

“Although T was a Douglas Democrat. I served
two yvears under the administration of President
Lincoln. This was owing to the fact that the post-
master was voted for at a township election. It was
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at this time that Horace Greeley of the New York
Tribune recommended that in the smaller places the
postmaster should be voted for and the one receiving
the largest number of votes be recommended for
appointment. There were four candidates of us. Dr.
S. F. Mather received 2 votes, L. S. Mullenger 2
votes, Charles VanFossen 36 votes and I received
141. But extreme radicals made it g0 warm for me

that I did not serve out my full term, but resigned
after two years.

I was postmaster when the war came on and the
post office was the scene of many heated and lively
discussions. It~ was headquarters for the border
ruffianis and the abolitionists and these two elements
fought the war. out in my post office long. before it
ever began in reality.

It so happened that quite a number of people
living in Missouri got part of their mail at my post
office. In 1861 there was a paper published in
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Columbus, Ohio, known as “The Crisis.” It was in
sympathy with the South and greatly abused the
Government. An order was issued prohibiting the
paper from being delivered throughout the post
offices in Missouri and so parties living in Missouri
got the paper through my office. This place had a
population of 700 when I was postmaster.”

Richard Baxter Taylor, who succeeded Mr. Barker, was the
editor of the Gazette. He served for three years and was
succeeded by Edward T. Vedder, who after a short career was
asked to resign by the Department because of irregularities in
his accounts. Mr. Vedder was succeeded in 1866 by Arthur B.
Downs. He moved the post office up the hill from Third
Street, locating it first in a one story building at 438 Minnesota
and later across at 429 Minnesota. Mr. Downs was succeeded
in 1881 by George B. Reicheneker who again moved the post
office up the hill locating it at 320 Minnesota Ave.

In 1885 Vincent J. Lane, editor of the Herald and'a former
postmaster of old Quindaro, was appointed postmaster by
President Cleveland, and served for a term of four years. It
was during the administration of Mr. Lane, (March 6, 1886)
that the consolidation of the three cities of W yanclotte,
Armourdale and Kansas City. was made by the Legislatvre.
Governor Martin designated Kansas City as the name for the
consolidated city and the Postal Department promptly changed
the name of the post office to correspond. This resulted in the
consolidation of three post offices, Wyandotte, Armourdale
and the village post office of Armstrong, which served the
territory on the hill between old Wyandotte and Armourdale.
Old Kansas City, that portion of territory lying east of the
Kansas river never had a post office of its own, but was
served from the Kansas City, Missouri office. Mr. Lane became
the first post master under the consolidation and so enjoys the
distinction of being the last of the Wyandotte postmasters and
the first of the line of Kansas City. Kansas postmasters. It was
during the administration of Mr. Lane, July 1. 1887, that the
carrier system was established. The initial force of carriers
was four in number and O. B. Johnson was carrier No. 1.

Mr. Lane was succeeded in 1889 by Osceola K. Serviss wlio
continued the post office trek up the hill by moving the office
to 632-34 Minnesota.

Mr. Frank Mapes succeeded Mr. Serviss in 1892 Ciiwil
service was extended to the post office carriers during Mr.
Mapes’ term of office. Mr. Mapes took his own life and Thomas
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Bowling, one of his bondsmen, was placed in charge of the
office, April 1, 1896. e acted as postmaster for one month
and on May 1, 1896 was succeeded by Thaddeus Fitzhugh.
Mr. Fitzhugh served for a little less than a year and on March
I, 1897 was succeeded by Nathaniel Barnes who served for
five years. Mr. Barnes again moved the post office, this time
locating it in the Pertsmecuth Building at 6th and Minnesota, .

THOMAS J. BARKER, )
Prominent Wyandoite pioncer und the tirst postmaster of Wyandoite
to functjon.

It was during the Barnes administration that the Armour
station, and the Stock Yards station were established, two
independent stations which added materially to the service and
which resulted in an increased revenue to the office. Four sub
stations were also organized during the Barnes administration
and the wagon system of carrying the mail to and from the
post office was discarded for a street car delivery.

It was also during the Barnes administration that the
Government first recognized the importance oi Kansas City by,
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giving it a public huilding. Mason Peters, a Wyandotte county
man, was in Congress. l[e prepared a Dill (1) and nursed it
carefully through the Heuse of I\epresentdtnes appropriating
$150,000, ior the purchase of a site and the erection thereon
of a suitable building, with [ire proof vaults therein, for the
accommodation of the post office and other government offices
at Kansas City, State of Kansas. The bill originally called for
an appropriation of Sz50,000 but was amended to $150,000 on
its final passage. The Dbill passed the House of Representatives
on February 28, 18gg. (2) Within a few minutes after it pass-
ed the House, Congressiman Peters carried it in person over
to the Senate and gave it to Senator Harris. A duplicate bill
was already pending in the Senate. (3) Senator Harris secured
the substituticn of the House bill for the Senate bill and with-
in an hour after the Dill had passed the House it had been
passed by the Senate. (4) President McKinley signed the
bill on March 1, 18¢g.

A site for the new Federal building was secured at  the
southwest corner of Seventh and Minnesota at a cost of
$20.132.50. A building contract was let February 7, 1901 and
on March 25, at 10 o'clock a.m. ground was broken and active
building operations were commenced. The completed building
was turned over for occupancy on August 7, 1902. The cost of
the huilding was, $93,202.00 making the cost of building and
site $113,124.50. The materials used in the building were
Bedford, Ind., lime-stone, Vermont granite, gray paving bricks,
steel, terra cotta and concrete, making the building a fire proof
structure. It was two stories in height, the upper story being
occupied by the Federal court, U. S, Commissioner, Collector
of Revenue, Durean of Animal Industry and Pension Examin-

ers. The post office occupied the entire lower story and a part
of the basement.

On May 1, 1902 Ulysses S. Sartin succeeded Mr. Barnes as
post master. On July 15. 1902, the Rosedale post office was
attached to the Kansas City office and Rosedale became an
independent siation. Mr. Sartin was the " first post master to
occupy the new building. Almost half a centiry had gone by
since the day when postmaster Barker received and dispatched
a dozen letters a day. Now there were elghtcen carriers and
nine clerks werking out of the main office; a superintendent,

Heuse Resolution 2129
Record, pg. 2585.

Senate Resolution 5408,
Reecord, pg. 2560. .

oot
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two carriers and two clerks working out of the Armour
station; a superintendent. cight carriers and five clerks work-
ing out of the Stock Yards station; and a superintendent, one
clerk and two carriers working out of the Rosedale station.
On July 2, 1903. the Argentine post office was attached to
the Kansas City office and became the fourth independent
station under that office. Mr. Sartin served as postimaster until
May 4, 1907 when he was succeeded hy Wesley R, Childs.

VINCENT J. LANE,

Prominent Wyandotte pioneer and the last Dostmaster of 0ld Wyan-
dotte and the first postmaster of Kansas CQity, Kansas.

The busines of the office had outgrown the quarters in the
Federal building and in 1909 an appropriation of $150,000.00
was made to enlarge the building. This extension work was
begun in 1910 and took practically two years. The building
was enlarged on the south and a third story was added. While
this reconstruction work was going on the post office was
moved into temporary quarters in the Huppe building 734-36
Minnesota. The cost of the reconstructed building, counting
both appropriations was $265,011.22.
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William  Firstenberger was appointed postmaster Dec. 15,
1913, to succeed Mr. Childs. He was removed September I,
1916 and I J. Talbot, acting for the bonding company, was
placed in charge of the office. Mr. Talbot remained in charge
of the office until October 1, 1916 when A. H. Gillis was ap-
pointed postmaster. It was during the Gillis administration,
August 1921, that motor vehicle service was established for
the department with a force of 1 superintendent, 2 mechanics,
6 drivers and 2z substitutes.

On December 1, 1921 William B. Trembley became post-
master under appointizent from President Harding. He was
reappointed under Dresident Coolidge and again appointed
under President Hoover. He served until July 10, 1934 when
he was succeeded by A. H. Gillis.

The Kansas City office has grown with the years until it
reached the point where there were 81, regular carriers, 14
substitute carriers and 65 clerks working out of the main
office or the several stations. This does not include the force
or rural mail carriers. This branch of the service was establish-
ed in 1go1, W. J. Conner, Carrier No. 15, circulating the
petitiont for its establishrment. This route started with service
to approximately 100 patrons. From this beginning this
branch of the service has grown to seven routes which serve
approximately 5,000 families distributed as follows, of which
1000 families reside in Johnson County :

No. TLocation Boxes Families
I Sn. and W. of Main Office RS 42t
2 Argentine Station 442 528
3 N. and N.E. of Main Office 573 700
4 West of Main Office 506 343
g Rosedale Station 548 612
6 Rosedale Station 712 1100
7 Rosedale Station 500 750

& 3746 4958



HISTORIC SPOTS NUMBER THIRTY-FIVE

PLACE :—The Kansas River Valley.

TIME:— March 15, 1905,

EVENT -—Organization of the Kaw Valley Drainage Dis-
trict.

From time immemorial the Kansas river has had its big floods
when the heavy rains in central Kansas have rushed down the
valley, filling it from blufl to bluff, and sweeping everything
before it. Tradition tells of the big flood of 1782, History
tells of the floods of 1826, 1844 and 1903. The flood of 1820
did no damage in Kansas as there was nothing in Kansas to be
damaged. The Four Houses, which were the only known build-
ings in Kansas at that time, stood high and dry above the flood
at what is now known as Bonner Springs. (1)

The flood of 1844, while exceeding in volume of water all
other Kansas river floods, (2) did little property damage in
Kansas as there was little property in its path. It brought (lis-
aster to the \Wyandots however as the overflowed vegetable
matter, decomposing, caused much sickness and by the following
November, 100 of them, heing one-seventlh of the whole nu-
ber who had come to Kansas only fifteen months before, were
dead. (3) John C. McCoy left behind him: this graphic de-
scription of the flood of 1844: (4)

“The Missouri river at about the thirteenth (June) was only
a few feet over the bottom lands, but the great volume of water
that came down the Kansas river; madly rushing against the
mighty Missouri, caused the seething waters to pile up at the
mouth, no doubt several feet higher than they would have done
had they met at the point of juncture more obliquely.”

“On the morning of the fourteenth, Colonel William M.
Chick, who was temporarily occupying, with his family, a house
he owned, which stood on the east side of Turkey Creek, not
far southeast of the present State Line House, was surprised to
find the waters just rising above the hanks of the creck. By
nine o'clock they had reached the door step and as the ground
was lower toward the hills castward, he deemed it advisable
to seek a place of safety on higher ground, which they suc-

2. Senate Document 160, 55th Cong., 2nd Session.
3. Andreas, page 1227.
4. Case, History of Kansas City, page 12,
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ceeded 1 doing with the aid of a canoe or small boat. His
daughter, Mrs. Peery, went to the hills near Twelfth street, on
a horse, the water then being about mid side to the horse near
the hills. From there she made her way to my house, two miles
south of the city. I galloped down to the ferry across the river,
which I owned and ran at the time, and taking a skiff with
Mr. John W. Polk, we niade our way, with great difficulty and
danger, up through the woods to the house, where we arrived
about twelve o'clock and found the water about waist deep on
the lower floor. We secured as inany articles as our skiff would
carry, placed the balance out of reach of the water, and made
our way bacl to the ferry, where | immediately secured a party
of about ten persons, to take up the ferry fat to secure that
which was left.”

“The seething, foaning flood of water was wot only dashing
madly onward in the river chamnel, but it swept across the
heavily timbered bottoms of West Kansas, from bluff to bluff,
with a roar almost deafening. With the aid of twenty or more
men, in rounding the rocky head land above the site of the
present bridge, we finally reached the building about four
o'clock where we found the water had reached nearly to the up-
per floor. Placing the boat beside, we tore off a portion of the
roof, the eaves of which were probably Give feet above the boat;
the upper windows being too small to pass out the furniture.
Being now nearly dark, we held a council and decided to tie
up for the night, deeming it unsafe to venture into the river
in the dark. So we ran up to the smoke house built of heavy
logs, in which about five thousand pounds of bacon was floating
about, and there spent the long, dreary hours of the night in
roasting bacon and hams, and telling marvelous tales of blood
curdling scenes that never happened, probably.”

“In the morning we found that the cieptll of water under our
hoat was at least ten feet and still rising.’

“During the night of the fifteenth, and the next morning,
from time to time, loud cries of distress were heard over at
Wyandotte, in the direction of Louis Tromley, who then lived
near the Missouri south bank just east of the state line. Those
who listened to those cries knew full well that the old man
was in deep trouble as well as deep water, but the impetuous
Kaw forced its mac waters into the broad sea of the Missouri,
with a current so rapid that it was Impossible to get the ferry
flat across to the opposite woods, for there were no banks then,
without cordeling the hoat some distance up the Kaw and be-
fore that could Le done darkness l:ad overspread the desolate
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scene. At early dawn brave hearts and strong arms were ready
for the rescue. Isaiah Walker, Ethan Long, Russel Garrett,
David Froman and Tall Charles, of Wyandotte, soon made their
way with the boat, cutting their way through the woods to
poor old Tromley, whom they found perched in a tree, and a
few hundred yards further on his wife in another tree, and a
short distance furtiier his boy, sitting astraddle of the comb of
the house, which was just beginning to sway in the scething
waters of the river. * * The rescuers took them to the hills,
near Twelfth street, on their way picking up some others as
they went. Soon afterwards old Tromleys house, with his
favorite dog perched upon its top, was seen by the hundreds,
gathered upon the hillside, passing rapidly down in mid current.
* % During this day, the fifteenth, the Wyandotte rescuers were
busy saving persons and property in West Kansas bottoms, un-
til darkness closed their labors, theirs being the only hoat that
operated that day; and after that none were needed, for nothing
was left to save of life or property.”

Fifty-nine years went by and then came the flood of 1903,
writing the blackest page in the history of Kansas. The valley
of the Kaw had filled up with great industries and block after
block of business buildings and homes. In Kansas City, Kan-
sas, alone, 23,000 people had made their homes in the territory
between the river bluffs. Then as swift and unheralded, as
had been the flood of 1844, there came the flood of 1903, leaving
ruin and destruction in its wake. The June flood edition of the
New Empire teold this story of the rise and fall of this flood; (5)

“The flood came mainly from the Kaw river. It was serious
in Argentine and Armourdale on Friday. May 3oth, and dwellers
on the banks began to leave. By Saturday night the one story
houses were generally submerged. During Saturday both ve-
hicles and boats were ‘used to get the people out. By Sunday
morning the work had become difficult and dangerous. even
with boats. During Saturday the Kaw river ignored its wan-
dering channel and surged directly across the West Boitoms, a
wide sea, rushing broadside to the Missouri.

The water ran swiftly through the streets, being confined by
blocks of buildings, and many persons were forced to remain
where the flood overtook them. Some were lodged on freight
cars, and a few even in trees and on telegraph poles, irom Sun-
day afternoon until late on Monday. The torrent swept ten feet
deep through the Upion Depot, and the wreckage of engines

B. Wew Embire Magazine.
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and freight cars were everywiere visable. Cars loaded with un-
slacked lime took fire, and seven or eight fires were burning at
oue time on Sunday alternoon. When Monday dawned water
flowed on three sides of town, no trains were running, the water
works were shut down, gas was cut off, there was no electric
light, street cars were idle, fire protection was gone, the streets
were patroled by arined soldiers, sixteen bridges had been swept
into the Kaw river. It was known that human lives had gone
out in the dark whirling waters and that many more were in
peril. The truth was sad enough, when revealed, but the whole
city took heart when it was learned later that the number of
known dead did not exceed fifteen. Twenty-three thousand
people were homeless, and the end no man could tell, for the
flood had reached 38 feet, being 17 feet above danger line, and
the rain was still falling.” 7

“The change wrought in the week that followed was sim-
ply marvelous. The waters began slowly to recede on Wed-
nesday, June 3rd, and they were followed inch by inch, by the
men of all classes who were busy clearing away the awful
wreck, and preparing for resumption of usual activities. Train
service was Immediately improvised from the station at Twen-
ty Second and Grand, and on Sunday, July 7th, the first train
entered the Union Depot. By June 14th all roads using the
depot had resumed. The Missouri Pacific bridge across the
Kaw was the only one of seventeen that stood, and it was saved
by the nerve of Supt. Carson, who loaded it down with en-
gines.”

The situnation in the residential district of Armourdale was
told by the Star: (6).

“Many residents of Armourdale spent yesterday
trying to save their homes. Permits to enter the
flooded district were issued to 5oo former residents
yesterday, and five times as many were anxious to en-
ter. There were not enough boats for the people, and
those whose homes were in the western part of the
town, where the water is now only two or three feet
deep, rolled up their trousers and waded to their pos-
sessions. There they spent the day shoveling the mud
and slime from the floors and hanging the clothing
they could find on ropes stretched across rooms that
it might dry. East of Mill street the streets are un-

Kangas City Siar.
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der water from three to eighteen feet. About two-

fifths of the town is still submerged. In many places

the streets are blocked with wreckage piled to a

heighth of from 20 to 30 feet. Some of the houses

cannot be found, and their owners returned yesterday
after hours of search disconsolate. There are some
houses in the town which were not there before the
flood. The buildings that are standing are all badly
damaged. Many houses have washed off their foun-
dations and are turned on their sides or on their roofs.

Some are standing upside down. Sofas and chairs

are to be seen sticking out of the windows, the water

having dashed them against the sashes. The corn-

ers were torn out of many of the larger brick and

frame Duildings by smaller houses washing against

them. In places whole blocks are gone.”

Relief committees were formed. Churclies, halls and pub-
lic buildings generally were thrown open to the homeless. Many
were housed in tents. On June 13th, Mayor Gilbert, and a
relief committee, issued an appeal for outside aid. It said in
part:

“In Kansas City, Kansas, an area including 23,000
people, by the state census of March, 1903, has been
swept by a rushing flood of from ten to thirty feet in
depth, which carried away over one-third of the hous-
es in the district, almost ruined another third, and
that in the entire district the merchandise, household
goods and clothing have been either washed away or
almost totally ruined by a ten day submersion and a
deposit in all buildings of from two to four feet of
mud.”

On the same day Governor Bailey issued a prepared state-
ment’ in which he said:

“Within the last week I have visited the flood
district, including Kansas City, Argentine, North To-
peka and Kansas City and from what I saw and heard
the calamity that has befallen our people is more
-appalling than was feared hefore the waters receded,
and, while the loss of life was less, yet the property
loss and suffering is many times greater than were en-
tailed by the Galveston disaster. To day Kansas finds
more than 30,000 of her people practically homeless
from no fault of their own and one of her fertile
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valleys, representing an area of 200 miles long and 5
miles wide, that but a few days ago was covered
with happy hemes and filled with promise, is now a
watery waste.”

As soon as the people in the Kaw valley recovered suf-
ficiently from the flood to think, plans to prevent the recur-
rence of 'the disaster Degan to be discussed. The railroads,
and cther industries along the river, made a survey of the river
and evolved a plan, known as the Gary plan, which provided
for the improvemnent of the river channel to a width of 6oo
feet. By Special Order a Board of Government Engineers was
appointed to investigate and report. This Board met at Kan-
sas City, Nov. 12, 1903, made surveys and took testimony
until Dec. 31st, and made its report on January 23, 1904. The
Senate, by resolution of Feb. 8, 1904, ordered it printed and
so it became available at once. {7) This was the famous Doc-
ument No. 160, which became the bible for the home owners
in the wvalley. This report said in part:

“The Kaw river, for a distance of 17,000 feet

above its mouth, is in a condition that constitutes a

dangerous menace to life and property along its banks.

Encroachments upon the channel by riparian owners

has been going on for many years, until its normal

average width, as shown by the meander lines of 1856

has been reduced to an average of about 590 feet, with

a minimum in one place of 4zo0 feet. All along the

river there are evidences of encroachments, particu-

larly in the vicinity of the stockyards, which occupy

both hanks for a total distance of 12,700 feet (4,780

feet on the right bank and 8,010 on the left bank”.)

“There are fourteen bridges within this distance
and three more a little way above. Nearly all of them

are low structures, with from two to four piers in the

river. These piers have not bgen carried down to bed

rock, but rest on piles cut off but little, if any, below

low water. To protect the foundations from scour,

large quanities of stone have been thrown into the

river around them, until each pier i$ surrounded by

an island of rock.”

“Besides the obstructions caused- by the bridges,
there have been built from time stone dikes extending

7. Benate Document 160. 58th Cong., 2nd Session.
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inte the stream from both banks to precent erosion.

* % % It is a conservative estimate that the ca-

pacity of the natural channel of the river to carry

floods has been diminished by one half.”

“No plan has been adopted looking to a compre-
hensive solution of the flood problem. The general
view of private interests is reflected by the railroads,
who feel that the flood was of such extraordinary
and unusual character and of such rare occurrence
that it will not justify them as an insurance to go to
the expense necessary to provide immunity from fur-
ther disasters of the kind. They have decided to take
their chances on another flaod and stands the loss
when it comes, believing 1t will cost theni less in that
way.”

This attitude of the railroads, and other interests, furnish-
ed the key to the long drawn out litigation that followed the
organization of the Kaw iValley Drainage District.

The Board further found:

“To secure immunity from such a flood .as that
of 1903, would require the following measures: The
river to be restored to a wide of 734 feet; masonry
walls to be built on each bank reaching to an approxi-
mate heighth of 30 feet above low water and extend-
ing for a distance of 17,000 feet above the mouth;
the bed of the river to be dredged free of all solid
obstructions to a depth of 15 feet below low water;
bridges to be limited to two piers 300 feet apart, meas-
ured on a line perpendicular to the center of the chan-
nel and to be carried down to rock, and the lowest point
of structure to be above the flood line of the im-
proved channel”.

On July 8, 1904, there came another flood, small in com-
parison with the flood of 1903, but big enough to show that
a narrow and obstructed river channel would not carry an
ordinary flood. (8) In vain the county commissioners called
upon the railroads to remove their wrecked bridges from the
river. (9) Kansas had no law that covered the sitnation.
The railroads began to build pile bridges across the river. An
appeal to United States District Attorney Dean brought a - suit

8. House Doc. No. 584, 63 Cong. 2nd Session—"The 1904 flood bas

boen estimated at 137,000 second feet."
9. Commissioners Minutes, Book O, pgs. 275, 332, 3389
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in the federal court, against the Union Pacific, which alleged
that its bridge was an obstruction to the navigation of the
river. (10) When it finally reached a hearing the court
found that the Kaw river was a navigable stream, that the
bridge was an unreasonable obstruction to the free navigation
of the river, and the railroad was ordered to either repair or
remove its bridge.

The Legislature of 1905 passed a 30 page comprehensive
act for the organization of drainage districts. (11) It pro-
vided that upon the presentation to the county commissioners
of a petition, signed by two-fifths of the tax payers of a given
area, asking for the organization of a drainage district, that
the petition should be allowed and au order made declaring the
territory described, incorporated as a drainage district and
a time and place fixed for an election of a board of directors.

The people in the Kaw valley moved promptly. On March
9, 1905, the petition of E. L. Fischer, and 889 others, was be-
fore the county commissioners asking for the organization of
the Kaw Vailey Drainage District. (12) The petition was
allowed and an election was ordered for April 11th. (13)
Various candidates were voted for at this first election but the
five receiving the highest vote were: P J. Monahan 432; W.
H. Daniels 299; Dr. J. O. Milner 278; L. ]J. Gillis 213; Fred
Meyn 205. This board organized by the election of Dr. J. O
Milner as president; W. H. Daniels as vice-president; L. J.
Gillis as secretary, and P. J. Monahan as treasurer. (14)

The 1905 law granted the Board exclusive control of the
river and of all lands, the title to which vested in the state
of Kansas, lying between the hanks at high water mark. Among
the specific powers given were: to widen, deepen, establish,
regulate and maintain channels; to construct and maintain
levees; to alter, change, abandon or relocate any part of the
channel; to cause obstructions to be removed; to fix the heighth
and length of bridges and the location of piers; to change the
grade of any railway or highway in the district; to require
railroads to raise their tracks; to levy and collect taxes; to
issue bonds; to make contracts, and to do all other necessary
acts. (13)

10. Case 5296.

11. Laws, 1915, chaptey 215. Passed Fab. 25, 1916,
12. 1Ibid, pgs. 367, 371, 378,

13. Ibid, pg. 373

14. Minutes of April 14, 1905

16. Laws, 1905, chapter 215.
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Immediately upon the organization of the Board a legal
battle began which lasted for a quarter of a century. More
than a hundred lawsuits were docketed in the state and federal
courts. Although filed in many different names the essential
parties were always the same. On the one side was the 23,000
people in the district who wanted protection for their homes
and on the other side were the allied corporate interests who
had decided it would be cheaper to rebuild than to insure for
flood protection.

The law creating the board of directors provided that the
directors must be freeholders and that the voters must be both
residents of the district and taxpayers. The corporate inter-
ests at once seized upon this as a pretext for destroying
the board. A law suit with that end in view was brought in
the supreme court of Kansas, the allegations being that it let
women taxpayers vote, and that it imposed a property quali-
fication on voters, all of whichk it alleged was a violation of
bill of rights in the constitution. The suit failed and the
23,000 won their first law suit. (16)

Taking the report of the Government Engineers as a basis,
the board of directors passed a resolution establishing the
width of the river channel from the Fifth street bridge to the
mouth of the river at 734 feet water space, with additional
space for levees where needed. (17) The engineers, em-
ployed by the board, reported that certain improvements could
be made above Fifth street at an established cost of $200,000,
and this became known as Engineers Report A. The engineers
also estimated that certaine other improvements could be made
from the Fifth street bridge to the Union Pacific crossing, for
$325,000 and this became known as Engineers Report B. A
bond election was held on January 30, 1906. Proposition A.
was carried by a vote of 644 to 178 and proposition B. by a
vote of 624 to 193. (18) .

Immediately after this bond election the Union Pacific
and other corporations, commenced suits in the federal courts
to restrain the issuance of these bonds and to halt the board in
its efforts to widen the river. The drainage board countered
with suits in the Court of Common Pleas to eject these cor-
porations from the lands they were holding within the 734

18. State of Xansas, ex rel, vs. P. J. Monahan, etal. 72 Kas. 492

17. Minutes ot Sept. 27, 1305,
18, Minutes of January 31, 1306.
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foot limits. (19) These cases were promptly removed to
the federal courts by the corporations: Here the two sets of
cases were consolidated. On July 2, 1906, Judge John G. Pol-
lock, of the federal court. granted a temporary injunction
against the district which stopped the work, and appointed a
special master to take testimony and make findings. Iere the
matter seems to have rested until July 1, 1907, when there
was a ieeting of the litigants with Judge Pollock at Topeka.
Just what took place at that meeting will always be a matter
for dispute. In a pleading in the United States Circuit Court,
the Union Pacific and its allied defendants, give this version
of it: (20). '

“Tudge Pollock then further suggested that the
kind of a decree which seemed to him equitable and
desirable under the circumstances would be that the
Kansas river along the stretch in controversy should
be fixed at six hundred feet, the piers of the new
Rock Island bridge making the east and west lines
thereof, and from those points the lines be drawn so
as to hest shape up the river and provide a proper
channel. That the decree should enjoin the $325,000
of bonds embraced in the proposition “B” set out in
the pleadings. That the injunction as to the $200,000
of honds involved in proposition “A” should be dis-
solved and such last named bonds become available
for immediate use by the Drainage District.”

“That the court in the decree should retain juris-
diction of the causes for the purpose of determining
in the future the necessity of any further widening
of the river; also the auditing of moneys paid out of
the $200,000 in proposition “A"” for the purpose of
determining all other questions in the causes.”

“That this would leave for determination by survey

of the exact lines of the river which he hoped might

be agreed upon, as it was simply a problem for engi-

neers. The judge then asked the parties if they would

agree to this decree. Each and all of the complainants

and defendant companies, by their attorneys, announc-

ed that they would agree to such a decree.”

That the Drainage Board had an altogether different un-
derstanding is shown by their minutes of that date which read:

19, Court of Common Pleas. Nos. 7207, 7209, 7330, 7831, 7332.
20. No. 2785. K. V. D. D. va. U, P, etal
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“Board met with Judge Pollock at Topeka.

He proposed compromise ihat river be imiptroved to

600 feet below Tifth street bridge and if this width

is found insufficient Board be allowed to make it

wider. Agreement made that river shall be widened

to boo feet without prejudice to {urther widening if

deemed nccessary. W. H. Daniels objected to any-

thing less than 700 feet”.

No decree was made at the July meeting but on October
1o0th, 1907, Judge Pollock handed down what became kiawn
as thre “Consent Decree”. A part of it read:

“That all of the proceedings of the Drainage
District providing for the issuance of bonds, includ-
ing the vote of the taxpayers on Jan. 30, 1906, and
all orders of the Board, were void and of no effect”

“That the Board is enjoined from issuing Series
“B” bonds”.

“That the series “A” honds were valid and that
the Board could go ahead and spend them but that it
must he done under the approval of the court which
reserved the right to approve and audit the accounts.”

“That from the Fifth street bridge to the Union
Pacific bridge the river might be widened to 6oo feet
in places where it was a less width.”

“That no attempt shall be made to widen the
river channel to more than 600 feet until by actual
test it shall be demonstrated that a 600 foot channel
is insufficient and if the Drainage Board attempts to
widen the channel to more than 6oo feet any one
might apply to the court and that jurisdiction of the
case would be retained to afford such relief.”

In vain the attorneys for the Board protested that they had
not agreed to any such decree and were told that months be-
fore they had agreed to it in substance and that such would ’
be the decrce. (21) An appeal was taken by the District to
the United States Circuit Court of Appeals.

The indignation against Judge Pollock and his “Consent
Decree” was intense in the drainage district. - Another election
for members of the Drainage Board was soon due and it was
evident that none but advocates of the 734 foot channel would
be considered. W. H. Daniels and Fred Meyn, who had pro-
tested against the “Consent Decree”, were re-elected as mem-

21, Brief of District in case 2786.
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bers of the Board. With them were elected T. E. Myers, Ber-
nard Pollman and G. A. Woodcock, outspoken advocates of
the wide channel. The Board organized by the election of W.
H. Daniels as president, Fred Meyn as vice-president, T. E.
Myers as secretary and Bernard Pollman as treasurer. (22).

Then at this same organization meeting the Board re-
solved: B~

“That we stand unalterably committed to the

proposition that the river shall be widened to 734

feet as recommended by the Government Engineers,

so as to afford full protection against all floods which

may be reasonably expected. And we pledge ourselves

not to entertain any proposal of compromise that does

not substantially meet this requirement, and believing

as we do that Judge Pollock’s decree, besides being

unwarranted either by law or the evidence, contains

provisions which constitute most seriously, if not in-
superable obstacles in the way of an effort to provide

a -channel of the width recommended by the Govern-

ment Fngineers, we pledge ourselves to exercise our

lawful rights of resistance by appeal, and if need be

to prosecute such appeal to the court of last resort.

“Resolved that we will resist to the uttermost

every attempt at further encroachment within the 734

foot line heretofore established.” (23)

The several cases appealed from Judge Pollock’s court,
dragged their way slowly through the Court of Appeals. Then
came the 19o8 flood. It was only a little more than half the
size of the 1903 flood (24) but it did a lot of good. It con-
vinced even the corporate interests that a 6oo foot river chan-
nel was insufficient, and so one by one they worked out com-
promises with the Drainage Board and all litigation in the
federal courts came to an end with the year 1909. The “Con-
sent Decree” was vacated Dec. 23, 1909, and the injunction
suits were dismissed.

The two bond issues, “A” and “B” were insufficient for
the work the Drainage Board desired to have done and so on
March 22, 1910, another bond election was held and the is-

22, Minutes of the Board March 10, 1308,
23. Minutes of the Board, Book B, pg. 3.

24. The maximum discharge of the Kansas river at Kansas City, dur-
ing the flood of 1903 was 805,500 cublic feet per second; that of 1908 was

183,300 cubic feet per second. Report of R. L. McAlpine, County Surveyor
and Civil Engineer, Dec. 6, 1918.
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suance of a third or “C” series of bonds in the amount of $1,-
225,000 was authorized. (zg).

Congress on February 16, 1909, authorized the Seéretary‘
of War to establish harbor lines at Kansas City, Kansas, No
action was taken and the Drainage District chafed at the de-
lay. Finally the board of directors of the drainage district
decided to go to Washington and see the President. The story
of this trip is told by Mr. Ed Myers, the sole surviving mem-
ber of the board:

“We had a statement nf our troubles written out
and took this with us. We got intn Washington in
the morning and after breakfast, withrut calling on
any one, went direct tn the White TTouse and asked to
have our papers sent in tn President Rorsevelt. We
waited for some time tn see what would happen.
Others began to arrive and as they nassed through
the doors, that would he cpened. we followed along.
Finally we were ushered intn a big long room, with a
big table down the center nf it. which we afterwards
found out was the cabinet rapm. The crowd congre-
gated at the further end nf the rnrm. We staid back
near the door through which we had entered.”

“After a time the deor in the far end ~f the room
opened and the President stenned intn the rnom. He
greeted the crowd and then catching sieht of us, said:
Excuse me but here are some men whn have come a
long ways to see me and I want tv talk to them. Te
came down the room to us and said: You are the boys
from Kansas City. He had our papers in his hands
and, after referring to them. said: Tf these things are
not so, some one is liable to go to jail for contempt
of court. Billy Daniels at once spoke up and said, the
half has not been told Mr. President.

“The President had grasped our whole story. He
talked rapidly and asked numerous questions. Fin-
ally he said: I think you ought to have harbor lines
established but Luke Lee will have to do that. Go
see him. Luke Lee was the Secretary of War, Call-
ing a messenger the President told him to take us to
Secretary Lee and tell him that he wanted these men
to have a hearing and that he wanted to know when it
would be so that he could be there himself. With that

26. Minutes, March 2§ 1910. . _"
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he left us. The interview had lasted just eleven min-
utes.”

“Our guide took us to Secretary Lee and we were
admitted without any delay. Te took our papers and
fixed ten o'clock the next morning for a hearing.”

“That night at our hotel we et Congressman
Ellis of Kansas City, Mo. When he learned of our
appointment for the next morning he wanted to go
with us, which was agreeable. The next m rning while
we were in the ante room of the Secretarv of War,
the door opened and the President came in. Congress-
man Ellis spoke to him and started to introduce our
group. The President interrupted him saying: It
isn’t necessary Congressman, I know these men. Then
he proceeded to shake hands with us calling us each
one by name.”

“When we were ushered into the Secretary’s
room, there were a few pleasantries between the Pres-
ident and the Secretary and then the President said:
Have you read these men'’s story? The Secretary
answered that he had. What do vou think of it?
was the next question question. The Secretary ans-
wered that it was as thrilling as a dime novel. That’s
what T think, the President shot back, what are you
going to do about it? The Secretary answered 'that
he thought we ought to have harbor lines established.
That’s what I think, said the President, will you do
it N
“The Secretary answered that he would have to
see what could be done. He called a secretary and
asked him to ascertain from the files the proximate cost
of establishing harbor lines from the mouth of the
river to Turner and also for a statement as to the
amount of money in the fund from which such an
expense would have to be met. The secretary came
back after a while with an estimateé which exceeded
the amount of money in the fund.” ‘

“You do it, said the President, I'll get you the
money. Then turning to us he said, I'll have your
Congressman Charlie Scott and your Senator, Charlie
Curtis, introduce the bills to get the money. Say,
added he, they are all Charlies out in Kansas, ain’t
they 7 '
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“When we got back to our hotel, Congressman

Ellis brought the representative of the Kansas City

Star over and introduced him to us. He told us that

the report from Kansas City was that the drainage

board was missing and that their whereabouts could

not be located. His story from Washington was the

first intimation the folks at home had of our mission.

This story started things. Before we could get home

the manager of the Kansas City stock yards had called

up our clerk to say that his engineer wanted to confer

with the board about the location of bridge piers when

the harbor lines were established. Within three days

the attorney for the Union Pacific was telegraphing

that he had instructed their engineer to come from

Denver and confer with the hoard about the new har-

bor lines.”

Teddy had swung the big stick.’' There was no further
delay. A survey was made and harbor lines were established
at 734 feet from the river mouth to a point gso feet below the
Fifth street bridge. The Secretary of War approved the sur-
vey on June 24. 1910, (26) These lines were practically
the same as the ones the drainage hoard was working along
but that body promptly changed its lines to conform to the
government survey. (27)

The report of the Government Engineers in 1904 (28),
said that to secure immunity from such a flood as that of 1903
the river should be restored to a width of 734 feet and that
masonry walls shoutd be built on each bank to an approximate
heighth of 30 feet above low water. The Board of Directors
decided masonry walls were too expensive and that it would
substitute dirt levees. On Nov. 15, 1910, a contract was let to
W. E. Callahan Construction Company of Denver, to build
levees from the river’s mouth to the Turner bridge. (29)
These levees were to be built on a two to one slope which would
reduce the carrying capacity of the channel below what the
Government Engineers had pronounced essential.

In November, 1910, the District Court of Wyandotte
county appointed appraisers to appraise such property, held _by
private parties within the 734 foot river channel, as the Drain-

26. Document No. %4, pages T and 9.
27. Minutes of the Board, Book B., pg. 228,
28. Senate Doe. No. 160, 58th Cong.. 2nd Session,

29. Minutes of the Board, Nov. 15, 1914,
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age District might need. (30) The corporate interests im-
mediately had the case transferred to the Federal court where
Judge Pollock issued a temporary injunction restraining the
Board from taking the needed lands. An appeal was taken to
the U. S.  Circuit Court of Appeals where on Feb. 21, 19711,
Judge Pollack was reversed and the injunction dissolved. (31)

The Legislature of 1911 passed an act, (32) which con-
denmed a fortv foot strip of land on each side of the estab-
lished harbor lines. It was supplemental to the law of 1905
and provided that when harbor lines had been established by
federal aothority along navigable streams running through
draining districts. that 1he appropriation of all lands lying
hetween such harbor lines. together with a strip of forty feet
wide on the land side and contiguous to such harbor lines, was
necessary for the protection of the health, life and property of
the neople of such district, the Governor was to issue his
proclamation that (he State of Kansas had taken and appropri-
ated such land, and take and hold possession of the same in
the name of the state. [le might designate the hoard of direc-
tors of the drainage district, as agents of the state. to hold
possession in the name of the state. The Attorney General was
directed to commence an action in the district court of the
cotnty where such drainage district was located to determine
what corporations or individuals were the owners of the land
taken and to secure adequate compensation to such owners. The
drainage district was made liable for any judgments rendered.

On February 1st. Governor Stuhbs issues his proclamation
and two davs later Attornev General Dawson filed his action
in the district court of Wyandotte county. (33) Satisfactory
settlement have heen made from time to time with practically
all the claimants hut the suit is still on the docket, after more
than twenty vears. the Santa Fe claiming a million dollars for
stire river hank taken from them in Argentine.

The Callaban Construction Company did- the work for
which it had contracted during the years 1911, 1912 and 1913,
making its final settlement witli the Roard on November 23,
1012 (24) The Fowler Packing Company occupied a lot of
land inside the 734 foot harhor limits on which it had erected

30. Case No. 23548,

31. Kaw Valley Drainage Distriot vs. Metropolitan Watér Co.. 188
Iederal 315.

32. Chapler 172, Laws 1911, PE. 293,
‘33 Btate vs. Metropoiitan Water Co., No. 23754.
34, Minutes of the Board, Nov. 23, 1913,
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buildings. Tt refused to remove its buildings and ordered the
contractor away serving notice that he would be held personally
liable for any damage to the property. The contractor ap-
pealed to the drainage board and called upon it to clear the
right of way so he could go ahead with his contract. Oun May
4, 1911, the Board spread on its nunuates this resolution:
“That the Board proceed immediately to clear

the right of way for levee on the right bank of the

river through the former holdings of the [Fowler

Packing Company of all obstructious.”

W. H. Daniels, the President of the Board, saw to it that
the orders of the board were carried out. Same oi the build-
ings were dynamited and some were pulled down with the trac-
tors but the right of way was cleared and the levees were built
on the 734 foot harbor lines. The Fowler Company sued for
the value of its buildings and eventually obtained a judgment.
The people of the Drainage District had suifered for more than
five years at the hands of the corporate interests and the dras-
tic measures employed not only met with their approval but
made “Billy Daniels” the darling of the district A few
months later when he passed on the Board spread this tribute
upon its ninutes:

“We unhestitatingly accord to him most of all,

the credit for what has been done. The contest, last-

ing as it did for years, has been almost without paral-

lel. The crisis called for the wan and the man was

forthconung. He fought against heavy odds. Again

and again the cause seemed utterly hopeless, but this

intrepid soul never faltercd, his faith has never weak-

ened, and his efforts never ceased. The people of the
great interstate metropolis at the Kaw’s mouth will
never realize the magnitude of the calamity they have
escaped by the heroic opposition made by this one
man, standing as he did at all times against the nar:

rowing of the river channel.” (36)

Mr. P. J. Broll, veteran grocer of Armourdale, was elected
to fill the vacancy on the Board of Directors caused by the
death of W. H. Daniels.

The flood of 1903 swept out 16 of the 17 Dbridges in the
territory of the drainage district. The Government Iingineers
in their 1904 repor! not only said {here should be a 734 {foot

5. Minules of the Board, page 57,
36, Minutes of the Board, Oct. 4, 19182,
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river channel but also said that bridges should be built with
but two piers in the river channel. (37)

All the time the drainage district was tighting for a 734
foot channel, it was also fighting for two pier bridges. Its
first hattle was with the Union Pacific. The United States
District Attorney brought an action in the federal court against
that road aileging that its bridge was an obstruction to navi-
gation. The court found that the Kaw river was a navigable
stream, and that the bridge was an unreasonabele obstruction.
to the free navigation of the river, and ordered the road to
remove or repair its bridge. (36)
~ The road went before the Secretary of War with plans
for a three pier bridge and these were approved Jan. 7, 1909.
The iederal court then modified its decree authorizing the road
to repair its bridge in accordance with these plans. The county
bridges and most of the bridges built by the roads were brought
to conform to the two pier plan. The Kansas City Southern
and the Kansas City Terminal would not conform to the two
pier plan. The drainage district went into the Supreme Court
of Kansas and that court on. May 11, 1912, granted an order
requiring these roads to rebuild their bridges and remove their
obstructions from the bed of the river. (39)

An appeal was taken from this order to the supreme court
of the United States.

The Legislature of 1913 amended the drainage law providing
for a board of three instead of five directors. (40) As the time
for the 1914 election of directors approached the two pier plan
was stressed. T. . Meyers, P. J. Broll and J. W. Silvers, who
had campaigned on a two pier platform were elected. (41)

A month after this election, April 6, 1914, the Supreme Court
of the United States reversed the Kansas Supreme Court in the
Southern bridge case. All the Supreme Court could see was an
mterference with interstate commerce and this could not be
allowed just to help out a drainage district. (42) This was a
legal victory for the railroad but in the end it failed to profit
by it. The roads needed other things in the district besides
bridges and the district refused to consider anything that did
not carry with it provisions for two pier bridges. On Tune

37. Senate Doc. No. 160, 58 Congress. 2nd Sessgion,
38, Cuse 5296. Oct. 10, 1907.

39, 87 Wansas 272,

40. Laws., 1813, chapter 184, pg. 276.

41. Circular of ¥eb. 24, 1914.

42. 233 U. 8. 75.
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25, 1915, the Kansas City Chamber of Commerce brought the
officials of the Kansas City Southern and the officials of the
Drainage Board together for a conference. The railroad of-
fered to raise its bridge six feet and five inches. It claimed
that it would cost $135.000 to change from its three pier to a
two pier bridge and wanted to keep its three pier plan. The
Drainage Board said two piers or nothing. The officials of the
Chamber of Commerce appealed to the road to accept the plans
of the Drainage Board. (43)

Then came the flood of 1915. The dikes held but it looked
for a time as if the water would go over them. At one end of
the Southern bridge was a long row of piling and the water
and debris it carried piled up against these piers. The railroad
of its own volition went in and pulled - up the piling rather than
have the drainage district do it, so as to make a way for the
water to escape. This settled the bridge controversy. When
the Southern rebuilt its bridge it made the plans conform to the
requirements of the Drainage District.

Another persistent rebel against the two pier plan was the
Missouri Pacific. After the 1903 flood, and before the organi-
zation of the Drainage Board the Kansas City Northwestern
had, without approval of the War Department, built a bridge
just above the mouth of the river. Later, by purchase, the
bridge became the property of the Missouri Pacific. It was
found by the Drainage District to be a dangerous and wrongul
obstruction and its removal was ordered. The railroad ignored
this order. and on May 3, 1913, the Drainage District com-
menced an action in the Supreme Court of Kansas to compel
the removal of the bridge. Much testimony was taken and'
voluminous briefs were printed in the case. For more than
three years “the laws delays” kept the case before the court.
Finally on Dec. 9, 1916, the court held that the bridge was a
constant menace to life and property and that it was unlawful
and a public nuisance. It refused to enter a final judgment and
directed the parties to get together and agree upon plans for
the reconstruction of the bridge so “that its capacity for mis-
chief in times of flood shall no longer threaten the public wel-
fare”” (44) On June 15, 1917 the court ordered the bridge
company to prepare plans for the reconstruction of the bridge.
The plans were prepared but the Drainage Board found them
unsatisfactory and refused to approve them. The supreme court

43. Kansas Citian, June 24, 1945,
44. Kaw Valley Drainage District vs. Missouri Paciffc. 19 Knnsas 188.
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on being appealed to held that the refusal of the Drainage
Board “was arbitrary and unreasonable and should be held for
naught.” (45) The plans were then presented to the War De-
partmient where the Drainage Board made an unsuccessful effort
to prevent their approval. (46) The World War held up the
rebuilding.  On Jan. 16, 1922 the Drainage Board again went
before the \War Department asking that the approval of the
bridge plans be revoked but this plea was denied. (47 The
Drainage Board then asked the supreme court for the total
demolition of the bridge which was denied. (48)

The bridge has since been raised and lengthened 134 feet but
it still stands on its original four piers. How great, “‘its capacity
for muschief in times of flood,” may be, will only be determined
when the next big flood comes down the river.

THIE TWELFTH STREET BRIDGE

In its elforts to ciear the river of bridge obstructions the
drainage hoard condemned the north approach to the 1zth street
bridge and ordered the county comimissioners to have it re-
moved. (49} The county commissioners contended that a new
approach would be a waste of money as the whole structure
was in need of rebuilding. The drainage board thereupon re-
scinded its order and made a new order condemning the whole
structure and ordering that it be rebuilt. (50} The Kansas
City Street Railwavs, then in the hands of federal court re-
ceivers, which claimed an interest in the bridge,zeame into the
federal court and asked for an order to preventgdestruction of
the bridge. (51) After a good deal of legal sparring the parties,
who by this time included the Railways company, the county,
the city of Kansas City and the drainage district, entered into a
stipulation that the court should appomt a commission of engi-
neers and business men to investigate and report.  This com-
mission reported a plan for the remodeling of the bridge in
harmony with the plans of the drainage board, to be paid for
by tie county, on which the law had cast the burden of mak-
ing such imiprovements. A consent decree was entered com-
manding the county to proceed with the reconstruction of the
bridge according to the plans and specifications prepared by the

456. Kuaw Valley Drainage District vs. Missouri Pacific. 111 Xansas 184,
46, Ihid. )

47.  Inid.

48, Ihid.

49, Board Minutes, August 1, 1919

al. Ibid., Jan. 9. 1920.

51. Kansas City Railways va. Board County Commissioners, Na. 239 N.
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commission. (52) The county commissioners did not proceed
with the work of rebuilding the bridge. Several suits were
brought in the district court and the supreme court of Kansas,
which obstructed and held up the work of the rebuilding of the
bridge. (53)

The drainage district and the city of Kansas City finally went
into the Federal court and asked to have the county commis-
sioners, the county attorney and C. W. Trickett, who had been
active in the litigation, cited for contempt of court. The order
was made, a Master appointed, who took much testimony, and
upon the approval of whose report the parties were all adjudged
guilty of contempt of court. The three county commissioners,
Samuel Clark, David Buckland and Peter Kramer, were fined
$1,000 each. The county attorney, Justus N. Baird, was fined
$2,000 and C. W. Trickett was fined $5,000. The commis-
sioners paid their fines and built the bridge. Messrs. Trickett
and Baird appealed to the Circuit Court of Appeals where the
findings against them were affirmed (54). They then at-
tempted to get the case before the Supreme Court of the United
States for a hearing but failed in their efforts. (53)

OBSTRUCTIONS STILL IN THE RLVER

Among the bridges that went down in the 1g9o3 flood was
one belonging to the Kansas City Southern Railway built in
1892 and another one belonging to Wyandotte county, built in
1879. These bridges were only about 150 feet apart and in
their fall they became so intermingled that the identity of each
bridge could not be determined. For years the drainage district
tried in vain to get these obstructions removed from the river.
After more than ten years of futile effort the drainage district
brought a joint action against the railroad and the county to
compel the removal of the wreckage. In its plea the district
stated that the bridges washed out were too short and too low;
that they were built without authority of either the state or
the United States; and that the wreckage was buried in the silt’
and the sand and so intermingled that the identity of each bridge
could not be ascertained; that it was impractical to remove the
wreckage of the one and not the other; and that the failure to

52. Brief of City of Kansas City in T'rickett ve. Kaw Valley tn U. S.
Supreme Court.

63. State wvs. Beoard of County Commissioners, No. 21146-A, Diatrict
court,. Wyandotte county and Ibid. No. 26045, Supreme Court of Kanseas.

64. Trickett va. Kaw Valley Drainage District 25 Federal {2} 851.
66. Trickett vs. Kaw Valley No. 316.
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bring an action before was due to the promises and actions of
the defendants. (56)

Judge Hutchings refused to grant the district the mandamus
asked for and an appeal was taken to the supreme court. That
tribunal affirmed the decision of Judge Hutchings and held that
the flood was an act of God; and that an order of the drainage
board requiring the removal of wreckage, which for twenty
years had been buried in the sand and silt to the depth of from
two to fifteen feet, and where it could ot be ascertained which
party owned the wreckage, until excavations were made and
the wreckage brought to the surface, was unreasonable and
could not be enforced. (57)

At the same time the drainage district brought a similar action
against the Rock Island to compel the removal of the wreckage
of its bridge and this action met with a similar fate as its pre-
decessor. (58)

In the early Government reports fixing a basis of a %734 foot
river with 35 foot embankiments, which has been the basis to-
wards which the district has worker, it was stressed that the
river must be cleared of obstructions so that the river could
scour in times of high water. This has never been done. The
bridge wreckage, and other obstructions, still lie in the river
bed covered with silt and sand. How much this reduces the
efficiency of the dikes will only be determined when the next
flood comes. Some engineers say it lessons the efficiency at
least 25 per cent. :
THE SAND PLANT

The legislature of 1917 (57) conferred additional powers
upon drainage districts. Among other things it gave authority
to drainage districts to take from any navigable river within the
corporate limits sand, gravel, rock or other materials. and sell
the same and use the proceeds in the construction of levees or
river walls, or for dredging. or for other improvements. As
there was only one drainage district in Kansas with a navigable
river within its corporate limits this was in fact a special bill
for Wyandotte county.

When the time came for the 1926 election for directors of the

§6. Allegations in case 19707-A, District Court, Wyandotte county.

57. Kaw Valley Drainage Distriet vs. Kansas City Southern, etal
117 Kansas 369.

§8. Kaw Valley Drainage District vs, Chleago., Rock Island & Pacific,
117 Kansas b&76.

59. Laws, 1917, Chap, 173, pg. 220.
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drainage district three candidates united on a platform in which
they said—"We favor the use of the dredge for the production
of sand for sale.”” These three candidates were elected by.an
overwhelming majority.

On November 30th following this election the board, by a
resolution, declared it necessary to acquire land for a sand plant.
(60) In accordance with this resolution it did purchase land,
equip a plant and begin the manufacture and sale of sand. (61)
The sand companies, operating along the Kansas river, then
induced the county attorney of Wyandotte county to start an
action in the supreme court to test the right of the district to
operate a sand plant. The district answered that in accordance
wih the authority given it Dy the legislature it was using its
hydraulic dredge in the operation of a sand plant; that it had
purchased machinery and appliances neccessary at a cost of
approximately $36,683.96; that it had sold sand to the approxi-
mate amount of $2,319.04 and that it still had approximately
$10,000 worth of sand ready for sale. (62)

The supreme court held that it was not the purpose of the
Kansas constitution for the state, or any of its subdivisions, to
enter into a purely commiercial enterprise, and that while the
district had authority to take sand out of the river it had no
authority to wash it, clean it, grade it or sell it.

In answer to the objection that sand when removed from
the riyer was in no condition to be sold, the court answered,
that—"It is much better that the statute be construed as to have
no useful purpose than to construe it so as to creae a power
directly opposed to our definite state policy.”

Later the dredge was sold and moved out of the river.

THIEE UNSETTLED SANTA FE LAWSUIT

The Santa Fe Failroad Company claims to be the owner of
a narrow strip of land on the south bank of the Kansas river
from the Fifth street bridge to the Argentine bridge at Nine-
teenth street. As early as 1912 the Santa Fe was given an ease-
ment to occupy the crown of the levee, with its tracks, from
Fifth street into the Kansas City Stock Yards. As a part of
this same agreement it was provided that no levees should be
built on the south side of the river between the Fifth street
bridge and the Argentine bridge. Just what consideration, if
any, the drainage district received for this is hard to determine.

60. Board Minutes, pg. 2697,
61. BState, ex rel vs. BE. L. Mason etal, 126 Kansas 46

62. 1Ibid., pgs. 43, 45.
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For years the residents of the drainage district on the south
side of the river agitated for full flood protection by having
levees built along the river bank from Fifth to Nineteenth
streets.

On Jan. 10, 1923, two members of the drainage board made
a new contract with the Santa Fe. The outstanding feature
of this agreement was that the drainage board would secure
from the Secretary of War a modification of the harbor lines
on the south side of the river. On September 4, 1925, this modi-
fication of harbor lines was made by the Government. It con-
sisted principally in pushing the harbor lines further to the
north thus leaving a strip of land fourteen blocks long between
the harbor lines and the Santa Te holdings. On September 30th,
the board by a vote of two to one, modified the harbor lines of
the district to conform to the new government survey. (63)

On Dec. 19, 1925, the board, by @ two to one vote, made a
new contract with the Santa Fe. This contract provided that,
for a few minor considerations, the district would raise its
levees to the maximum height along the new harbor lines and
give the Santa Fe the perpetual right to occupy the. forty foot
crown on the top of the levees with its tracks. (64)

Five hundred and twenty-five tax payers of the district joined
the minority member of the board in an action to have this
contract set aside. It was alleged that the board had no author-
ity to make a contract for improvements without following the
statutory provisions for surveys, estimates, etc.; that there was
no money provided for such improvements and consequently
they could not be made without a vote of the taxpayers which
had not been had. Other aliegations weré of fraud and that
the Santa Fe had been given a million dollars without any ade-
quate considerations. (63)

In March following another election for members of the
drainage board was held. The Santa Fe contract was the big
issue and on this issue the two members of the board, who had
made the contract, met with an overwhelming defeat. Imme-
dately upon its organization the new board of directors rescinded
the resolutions of the previous September modifying the harbor
lines. It also cancelled the contract of December 19th made
with the Santa Fe.

63. Board Minutes, Sept. 30, 1925
64, TIbid. Dec. 19, 1925.
45. Case 27298-A, Bistrict Court, Wyandotte county.



HISTORIC SPOTS NUMBER THIRTY-SIX

PLACE —Maple Hill Cemetery.
TIME:— The Year 1910
EVENT:—The Soldiers and Saiflors Monument.

Kansas was the youngest state in the Union when Fort
Sumter was fired upon, but she gave to the Union 20,097 vol-
unteer soldiers (1), the greatest proportion of any state in
the Union according to population. Of this number 960, or
almost a full regiment, came from Wyandotte county. The
records in the Adjutant General's office in Topeka, give Wy-
andotte county credit for volunteers in Kansas regiments as
follows :

First Infantry ....:...cc00...0.. 67
Second Infantry ............... 22
Eixth, Cavalfy rasavsnstiasrsane 21
S, CavAlrn oo ywade bl smaihsey 64
Teth CEFAlEY i ewiads drnakse 23
Twelfth Cavalry .......... Signs B8
Fifteenth Cavalry .............. 73
Sixteenth Cavalry ............. 119
Total white volunteers, including a few Indians 477
First Colored Regiment ......... 206
Second Colored Regiment ........ 162

Independent Colored Kansas Battery 35
Eighteenth U. S. Colored Infantry 8o
Total Colored Soldiers .............. wivwin b TABE

960
The sixties and seventies saw the tide of soldier boy immi-
gration turned to Kansas. Many settled in Wyandotte county
where they became a dominant factor in community affairs.
The Grand Army and its auxiliary, the Woman’s Relief Corps, -
had flourishing Posts and Corps in Old Wyvandotte, Argen-
tine and Rosedale. The Woman's Relief Corps raised a fund
and erected a monument in Qak Grove Cemetery over the grave
of Mary Sturges, the Army Nurse, but it was not until 1910
that any move was made looking to the erecting of a monu-
ment in memory of the “Boys in Blue.”
In January, 1910, Edward Steele, owner of the Maple Hill
Cemetery lying between Argentine and the traditional site of

1. Morgan, History of Wyandotte County, pg. 189,
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the Propliets Town, offered a circular plot of ground, sixty
feet in diameter, in that cemetery, to the Captain Kingscott
Post of the G. A. R. in Argentine, and to its auxiliary, the
W. R. C. to be used as a site for a soldiers and sailors monurent.
The offer was accepted by the Captain Kingscott Corps of the
Woman's Relief Corps. (2) :

Mrs. Nellie Elmcre, President of the Relief Corps, appointed
a committee of fifteen to solicit the necessary fund for building
the monument. The Relief Corps, the Grand Army and the
citizens of Argentine were represented on the commyitiee. Those
appointed on the committee were: \Woman's Relief Corps, Mrs
Sadie Freeburg, Mrs. [Ella Corman, Mrs. Linnie Trail, Miss
Ella Kingscott and Mrs. Kate Kilmer: Grand Army of the Re-
public, J. F. Trowbridge, J. H. Cashmer, W. S. Trail,
Stanton and .. . Lyons; Citizens, Edward Steele, G. W.
Sinmmons, Walker Gates, L. W. Trent and C. W. Green (3).

Active solicitation of funds was carried on during the spring
and summer of 1910. Red, white and hlue buttons were worn
by the subscribers and the Argeutine Republic heralded, from
weck to week. the names of the subscribers as the fund grew.
(4). On “Flag Day,” June 19, 1910, the corner stone of the
monument was [aid. The exercises as described: by the Repub-
lic were as follows:

“Rev. T.W. Snyder opened the services with prayer ;
then Comrade H. G. Herrick, in a short talk, intro-
duced Colonef J. H. Waters, the speaker of the after-
noon.  He gave a spleadid address, just right to
cause the biood of the cld soldiers to tingle. He is
past 82 years of age, hut Jooked and acted younger
than men twenty five vears his junior. At the con-
clusion of his talk, Edward Steele in a few well
chosen remarks presented the deed to the Iot to the
president of the Woman's Relief Corps, and she
briefly responded on hehalf of the organization.
[eatures on the program were the excellent drilling
and singing of a company of little girls in white un-
der the leadership of Mrs. Elmore, and the splendid
recitation of “Barbara Freitchie” by Mrs. Linnie
Trail. Rev. H. T. Davis then made a short address,
After which the actual laying of the corner stone took

2. Argentine Republic, Jan. 20, 1910,
3. Ibid, Feb. 3, 1910.
4. Tbid., May 19, 1910,
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place.  All the names of those who have donated to
the fund up to that time were deposited in the stone
($1,304.75). The exercises were closed with the
benediction by Rev. H. T. Davis, and then com-
menced handshaking by old soldiers and friends that
reminded ene of an old-time reunion.”

THE MAPLE HILL MONUMENT
Erected under the direction of the Captain Xingscott Corps of the
Woman's Relief Corps.

The contract for the monument was.let to B. F. Roney, the
monument to be in place by December 1st, 1910. (5). It
was completed and placed before that time. It is built of the
best Barry Vermont granite and stands ten feet high, sur-
mounted by a soldier, 6 feet 6 inches tall, standing at parade.
and facing west toward the main entrance to the cemeterv.

4. Ibid, July 7, 191D.
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The monument proper cost $1,500, and an additional $200.00
was expended in placing a curbing around the lot. The mon-
timent bears this inscription:

ERECTED
BY
CAPTAIN KINGSCOTT
W. R C. No. 177
IN MEMORY
OF
THE SOLDIERS
AND SATLORS
WHO FOUGHT
IN DEFENSE OF
THE UNION
1861 — 1865



HISTORIC SPOTS NUMBER THIRTY-SEVEN

PLACE :—Campus of Western University.
TIME :— June g, 1911.
EVENT :—Unveiling of the Statute of John Brown.

Old Quindaro is rich in tradition. It was the free state gate-
way into Kansas. It was settled by those who came to heip
make Kansas a free state. Naturally, marvelous stories would
grow of the aid given to escaping slaves. and its tunnels, dug
to carry away the surplus water” from the hills, would stretch
in imagmation, under the Missouri river, and form an important
link in the underground railway. It is not strange that the
name of John Brown should be linked with traditional Quindaro
though there is no evidence that he was ever in the town or
connected In any way with its development. :

Many substantial buildings were built in old Quindaro. When
the town dwindled away, many of these buildings were left un-
occupied by their white owners and were filled with colored
refugees from across the Missouri border. Tere, too, came
Rev. Eben Blachly, a Preshyterian minister, and established a
school for the children of these Missouri refugees. From whence
he came cannot now be determined. The inscription on his
monument, in Old Quindaro cemetery, discloses that he was
born April 28, 1800, and died July 21, 1877. The traditional
history of the First Preshyterian church of Kansas City. Kan-
sas, taken from the minute book of the church trustecs, is that
the church was organized by the Rev. [Eben Blachly of Quin-
daro and that he continued to minister to the little flock until
about 1861.

On August 5, 1858, the Western Argus, published at Wyan-
dotte, began the publication of a column entitled “Religious Ser-
vices.” One item in it reads: “Preshyterian, O. S. Sabbath
day at 11 o'clock A. M., at Leavitt’s building, corner of Kans
sas avenue and Third strect. Rev. Ehen Blachly”. These
fleeting references show that Rev. Blachly was an early day’
pioneer of Wyandotte county.

Just when the Blachly school, at Quinraro. was opened can-
not be determined. Tradition says he was supported by the
Presbyterian Board of Missions. hut no evidence of this has
been found. His school was in operation as early as 1862 and
one of his pupils of that day Mrs. Mollie Lewis, is still living
on the town site of old Quindaro. In an interview, she said: (1)
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‘My folks came to Quindaro in 1862. I was a child
ien years old I went to school to Reverend Blachly.

The building where he held his school was under the
ll pretty weli down to the boat landing., Tt was on
what is now 27th street, pretty close to the old ruins
now there. The colored children from all around the
country came to his school. He used to tell us what a
wonderful school this would be for the colored people.
He was a teacher, a preacher and a doctor, and we all
loved him. He lived in the big square, now called the
Vaughn house, just east of Western University. 1
rementber well when he died there”

I time, the Blachly school came to be known as Freedman’s
University, but when it tock that name is not known. The first
mention of tlius institution that we have leen able to find, oc-
cure in the Leavenworth Daily Conservative of [February 18th,
1867, as follows:

“This institution is located at Quindaro, and has
been thus far verv liberally encouraged by. private sub-
scription. Tt is under the immediate charge of Dr.
Blatchley, of the Presbyterian Board of Missions.
Colonel Veale, state Senator from Shawnee county.
gave to the University property that cost him $7,000,
consisting of a fine stone building. Governor Charles
Robinson gave his interest in the townsite. A number
of other gentlemen have given property. that cost them
$10,000. Tlhe institution now has 700 acres of land,
much of it very valuable in consequence of its timber.
They also have several houses and a great many lots.
There are two church edifices on the town site, all of
which is owned by the University, Methodist and Pres-
byterian.  Congress has been memoralized for lands
to aid this institution and certainly it is no miore than
just that a liberal grant should he made.” (2).

Six days after this publication. the Legislature passed an act
relinquishing tn the Freedman’s University of Wyandotte coun-
ty all interest it had in taxes on lots on the townsite of Quin-
daro and authorizing Wvandotte county and Quindaro town-

1. April 5, 1934, i
2. Col, Veale was George W. Veale of the firm of Johnson & Veale,

early day merchanls of Quindaro. He was the first sheriff of Wyandotte
county. He raised the company, which he took into the war, at old
Quindaro. After the war he moved to Topeka. ’
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JOHN BROWN MEMORIAL,

Uavefled upon the campus of Western University June 1, 1871.
photograph of Brewn from which the figure was made was taken from
& portrait of him which hangs in the State Memorial Building, TopeKa.,

Kansas,

The

ship to make a like relinquishment. (3).
The Legislature of 187z provided $2,500 for the support of

3. Laws, 1867, Chapter 66, pg. 106. Feb. 23, 1867,
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a normal school at Quindaro, to be known as the colored Nor-
mal School of Quindaro:—*“FProvided, that the Board of Trus-
tees of the Freedman’s University of Quindaro, shall furnish
suitable rooms and apparatus for the successful workings of
said normal school free of charge.” The State superintendent
was to appoint six diréctors *'who were to make all the regula-
tions necessary for the successful working of the school. Each
representative and senatorial district was entitled to send one
pupil' to the school, who, in addition to having the approval of
hls representdtive or senator, must be of good moral character
“and sign a declaratién of his intention to follow the profession
of. tegchmg All teachers, were subject to the approval of the
5 'ltevshpermtendcnt who was' required to visit the school at
least once a vear and report annnally to the Legislature.” (4)
The Legislature of ISP,fe-'q)propraated $1,100 to pay dehts
that had beeq comrantechjto March 3rd, 1873, and with this
appropriation; the aid of the state ceased. (5) The Roster
of Kansas shews appointments to this school as follows: “Nor-
mal School Colored Quindaro Principals—Charles Langston.
1872; Tben Blachley,. 18;’) IEsc;. Sherman, 1872; Mrs. J. F.
“'Blachley, 1873.” (6‘L o
Rev Blachley died in 1877 {7) and was huried in Old Quin-
daro cemetery. ‘After his death the school went down. A
short time hefore his «eath, he deeded, to the Freedman’s Uni-
versity 79.03 acres of land. he had acquired on the townsite of
Old Quindaro. (8) Tour years went by and then in 1881 four
men sat cn the porch of the late Corvinne Patterson, in Kansas
Citv, Kansas and worked otit the plans for rebuilding the school.
These men were Corvinne, Patterson, Dr. James H. Hubbard,
Dr.. Ben I*. Watson and Dr. T. C. Embry, afterwards a Bishop
nf the A. M. Church. Bishop Embry was the father of Miss
Emily Embry, now Mrs. W. T. Vernon, wife of Bishop W. T.
Vernon who now has charge of the institution. TUnder the
leadership of Bishop T. M. D. Ward, the Atchison Conference
of the A. M. E. Church voted to get behind a pro]ect for re-
viving the school. A corporation to be known as “Western
University”” was _organized. No doubt a charter was secured
thetgh the records «in the office of the Secretary of State do
not disclose that fact. The Kawsmouth Pilot, an ambitious lit-

4. Laws, 1872, Chapter 62, pg. 99.

$ Taws 1872, Chapter 20, pe. B52.

. Kansas Historical Collections XVI, pg, 694.

%. July 21, 1877,

8 TReeister of Deeds, Wyandotte County, Book I, pg. 653.
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tle daily, in it its first issue, March 7, 1881, carries this news
item:
“The Freedman’s University has been turned over
to the A. M. E. Church. The officers of the new
board are: J. C. llmbry; president; Rev. John Turner,
treasurer;. A H. Walton, secretary; Rev. ] H.. Hub-
bard, corresponding secretary. ‘I'he following com-
mittee were appointed by the new board to receive the
property : Rev. John Turper, J. C. Embry and John
Brown. They will open school at an early date.

The land deeded by Reverend Blachly to the Freedman’s Uni-
versity had been sold for the 1879 taxes. The trustees of the
new corporation repurchased it from the purchaser at the tax
sale.  Quit claim deeds were secured from the heirs ol the Old-
Quindaro Town Company, covering this and other lands in Old
Quindaro, but it was not ~until 1889 that the trustees of the
t'reedman’s University gave their deed to the property. (9).
A school was opened in 1882 but it made but little progress.

In 1896, Reverend W. T. Vernon, an energetic young teacher,
came to the school and under his managenent the school made
sonie progress. Rev. Verncn was afterwards Register of the
United States Treasury and Bishop of the A. M. 15:, ‘Chireh,
In the political campaign of 18¢8 Rev. Vernon rendered valiant
service on the stump to Governor W. L. Stanley, and when the
victory was won it was decided that something must be done
for Vernon's school. Out of this came the establishment of a
State Industrial Department at \Western University. IFifteen
acres of land was deeded to the state on which buildings were
to be erected for the operation ci a state school. The Leg-
islature of 1899 appropr iated $5,000 for a building and an
equal amount for maintenance for the two ycar period. (10)
The corner stone of the building was laid by the Colored Ma-
sonic Grand Lodge in September, 1899, with Governor Stanley
as the guest of honor and the principal speaker. Iivery.subse-
quent Legislature has continued the appropriations for mainte-
nance of this department and the institution has grown until
now there are eight buildings comprising the state plant. Hun-
dreds of students, coming from nearly every state in the union,
have been trained in this institution since creation of the State
Industrial Department. Aside from receiving a liberal educa-
tion, they have been trained in the following courses: Auto-

9. Ibid.,, Book 148. pg. 306.
10. Laws, 1838, Chapter 12, pg. 24.
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mechanics; woodwork and carpentry; stenography; laundering;
tailoring; music and theory; sewing and cooking. Some of
them have become great leadcrs among their people and have
become useful citizens in the various communities in which they
have lived.

With such background it was indeed fitting that if a monu-
ment to John Brown were to be erected anywhere, it should be
on the townsite of Old Quindaro, and under the shadow of this
fine school which Rev. Eben Blachly visioned even before the
day of emancipation. The credit for starting and carrying to
successful conclusion the movement to erect a monument to John
Brown, on this historic ground, belongs to Bishop Abram Grant
of the African Methodist Episcopal church. The fund was con-
tributed exclusively by Negroes in sums of from fifty cents to
ten dollars.

The statue, fourteen feet high, was sculptured in Italy at a
cost of two thousand dolfars. It was unveiled with much cere-
mony on June 8th, 1911, as a part of the commencement ex-
ercises of Weslern University. A newspaper account of the
ceremonies said: (11)

“Old Joln Brown's soul went marching on with the
real Kansas spirit yesterday afternoon at Western Uni-
versity for Negroes at Quindaro, Kansas. Three thou-
sand Negroes and three hundred white personages
from Kansas and the United States forgot the hot
weather and crowded into a great tent on the campus
to witness the unveiling of the first statue ever erected
to the man of Harper’s Ferry.”

“John P. St. John, former Governor of Kansas,
whose fighting spirit led him to feed hungry Negro lads
in his home in Illinois during the troublesome times of
‘61, when such an act meant a grand jury indictment,
and who again won a fight for prohibition in Kansas
in spite of bitter opposition, spcke of the “Spirit of
John Brown.” Dr. Joshua H. Jones, former president
of Wilberforce University for Negroes in Ohio, and
later Bishop of the A. M. E. Church, gave an eloguent
eulogy of Brown. Negro bishops, high in the coufigils
of the church and in the estimation of their people,
told in the eloquent style peculiar to their race of the
wonderful man Brown was.”

11. Kansas Cily Journal, June 9, 191



HISTORIC SPOTS NUMBER THIRTY-EIGHT

PI.ACE :—Greystone Heights.
TIME:— The Year 1918
EVENT :—Completion of the Turkey Creek Tunnel.

In 1823, Joseph C. Brown Legan the survey of the boundary
between the state of Missouri and the Indian country to the
west, which afterwards Dbecame known as Kansas. Iis sur-
vey started from a “meridian line passing through the middle
of the mouth of the Kansas river where the same empties into
the Missouri river.” (1)

A copy of surveyor Brown’s ficld notes is on file in the office
oi the county surveyor of \Wyandotte county. They show that
in his second mile of the survey he came to a creek, 100 links
wide, which bore to the northeast. A little further south he
crossed the same creek again, the direction of the creek this
time bemng to the northwest. Surveyor Brown gave no name
to this creek but somewhere it picked up the name of Turkey
Creek. This creek had its origin in Johnson county, Kansas, and
drained a watershed about twenty miles west of the state line.
It crossed, into what is now Kansas City, Mo., at about Thir-
tieth strect. It followed a tortuous course through the west
bottoms, and again crossed the state line into i ansas at about
Nineteenth street. Here it alinost united with the Kansas river
and then veered ofi to the northeast, crossing back into Mis-
souri, and ilowing down through the west bottoms, where it
emptied into the Misouri river about a mile down stream from
its juncture with the Kansas river.

John C. McCoy, in his graphic description of the 1844 flood,
of which he was an eye witness, says (2) that the Kansas river
cut into Turkey Creek at the narrow strip (19th Street) caus-
ing Turkey Creek to flow into the Kaw at that point.

That lower Turkey Creek was still a stream of considerable
importance loug after the big flood is evidenced by a couple of
entries in the diary of Governor Walker. Under the date of
March 10. 1849, he wrote: “Cloudy, warm and foggy. Pros-
pect of more rain.  Went to town and staid all day. The Kan-
sas river is still rising. The Turkey Creek bridge gone”. On
Saturday, August 3oth, 1850, he wrote: “Clear and warn.
Went to Kansas (meaning K. C. Mo.) and on my way found

1. Land laws of the U. S, Vol. I, pg. 418.

r 2, Quoted from the Kansas City Journal in Case History of Namsas
ity.
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the ferry boat at [urkey Creek sunk. Adter hard labor (and
I bearing the primcipal part) we succeeded in  getting  her
alloat; then conunenced the process of bailing her with an old
tin kettle with as many holes as it had years, and their name
wus legion.”

fn 1850, Surveyor Generai Calhoun, made a survey of the
lands in vWyandotte county. Copies ol this map are on file in
the otfice of the Kegister of Deeds of \Wyandotte county.
These maps show that Turkey Creek and the Kansas river had
united just above the second nule line south of the mouth of the
Ihansas river and that atter apparently running along side and
side tor a shurt distance, they had again separated, Turkey
Creek [ullowing its oid channel down into the Missouri River,
thus making an 1sland vut of the strip of land lying between
the Kansas and the Missouri rivers,

As the years weut by the place wlere Turkey Creek parted
company with the iNansas KRiver was f{illed up and the old
Turkey Creek channel across the west bottoms became a slough,
wluch, 1n later years was entirely filled in by the interests that
settled in the district. Just when this filling in process began
cannot be determined but 1t was far enough in the past that
the meinory ol no vne now living goes back to the time when
Turkey Creek did not flow into the kansas River just above
the present Kansas avenue bridge. '

When the Kaw Valley Drainage District began to build dikes
along the Kaw, the Turkey Creek problem became acute. The
drainage district could not close the mouth of Turkey Creek.
This leit Turkey Creek as a flood gate through which the
waters ol Kaw would be diverted into the 700 acres of land in
the West Bottoms that had been under water in the 1903 flood.
Kansas Uity, Mo., [ound that it could not dike Turkey Creek,
as the valley had filled up with railroad tracks that could not
be raised to the level of the dikes without a cost that would
be prohibitive.

Iinally some engineer advanced the idea that Turkey Creek
could be daimmed up at a point near its intersection with Valley
street in Rosedale, and then diverted through a tunnel under
Greystone Heights into the Kansas River near Fifth street.
This wonuld not only settle the flood question but would also
reclaim much valuable property down the valley. Rosedale was
willing to undertake the work if Kansas City, Mo., would pay
the bill.  The industries in ihe Turkey Creek bottom were will-
ing to be taxed for the improvement. Kansas City, Mo., un-
der its charter could make a henefit district to pay for better-
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ments within the district but had no power to make a district
that could be made to pay for work done outside the state.
So Kansas City held a special election in January, 1913 and
awended her charter. I an address to the voters urging the
charter amendment. Major Jost of Kansas City said: (3)
Definite plans have been completed. It involves
work across the state line in Kansas as well as the
work in Missouri We have, and can get no power,
to tax lands in Missouri to pay lor work done in the
state of I{ansas. It is the purpose of the charter
amendment to confer upon the city the power to do the
necessary work in Kansas and levy special tax bills
upon the specially benefitted thereby in Missouri to pay
for the work.”

The charter amendment carried and on [February 17, 1913,
the council of Kansas City, Mo, by a vote of g to 4, established
a benefit district to pay for the work on Turkey Creek. (4)

The first Rusedale ordinance providing for a contract with
Kansas City, Mo., for the payment of the work on the Turkey
Creek diversion, was passed August 4th, 1913 (5) It appar-
ently took three years to iron out the difficulties and it was not
until October 17, 1916, that Rosedale and Kansas City, Mo.,
got togetlier in joint session and miade the necessary contract.
(6) Condemmations of land for the new channel had to be
made both inside and outside the city of Rosedale. Consent had
to be obtained from Wyandotte County to tunnel under public
highways; from the Kaw Valley Drainage Board to cut through
the levy below Fifth street; and from Kansas City, Kansas, to
cut through her streets and alleys, and to permit the closing of
the old Turkey Creek channel into a closed sewer that would
empty into the Kaw River. All these were secured Bids were
advertised for and on January 29, 1918, after more than five
years of agitation and discussion, a contract was let to the Dave
ison Counstruction Co. to do the work. The contract price was
$697,115.50.  (7)

On March 3, 1921, Mayor Cowgill of Kansas City, Mo., sent
a congratulatory message to the Rosedale council on the com-
pletion of the work. (8) In addition to the contract price
approximately one hundred thousand dollars had been spent for

Kansas City Journal, Jan. 5, 1913.

Ibid., Feb. 18, 1913.

Rosednls ordlnance 1020.

Rosedale ordinance 1416; Kansas City ordinance 14335
Book 15, pg. 221, Minutes Rosedale Council

Ibid., pg. 425.

OrImur e
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engineers, supervisors, attorneys and other necessities, all of
which was paid by Kansas City, Mo.

Turkey Creel was turned into its new bed where it peacefully
reposes, no longer a menace to the West Bottoms. Millions of
yards of sand have been pumped through the hills into the old
Turkey Creck Dbed, railroad tracks have been raised and today
there is no evidence on the surface to indicate that a stream of
water ever ran down this valley.

The project whereby Turkey Creek was diverted under the
hills was known as the “Lower Section.” While the work was
being done on this section Rosedale put on a project of her own
known as the “Upper Section.” Turkey Creck was straightened
from the Valley street dam to the place where it entered the
city A benefit district was formed to carry the cost of this im-
provement and $188,389.28 worth of improvement bonds were
issued to pay the cost. (g)

In round mumbers it cost the taxpayers of the two cities of
Kansas City, Mo. and Rosedale, a million dollars to put Turkey
Creek to sleep.

9. Report City Auditor.
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PLACE :—Seventh and Barnett, Kansas City, Kansas.
TIME . — May 14, 1923.
EVENT :—The Soldier’s and Sailor’s Memorial.

When the call came for men in the World’s War there were
approximately 6,482 of the boys from Wyandotte who answered
the call. ThHey were enlisted in the several branches of the ser-
vice as follows:* Army 5,210, Navy 1,156, Marine Corps 116.
(1) Decorations for gallantry in action in that war were given
by the Government at the rate of about one for each one thous-
and men in the service. On this basis Wyandottes quota of dec-
orations would have been about seven. There were fourteen of
her boys who were given the decoration. They were:

John L. Coakley, Captain Battery B, 17 F. A  2nd Division.

Frank J. Fisher, 2nd Lieut., Co. B. 366 Infantry. Posthumos award.
Darl 8. James, Captaln 110 Engineers, 36th Division.

Paul Jeffords, Corp. Co. A. 137 Inf, 3ith Div.

Clarence D, Kramps, Battery C. 10 F. A., 3rd Div

Willis C. Miller, Cook Co. B., 110 Eng. 35th Div.

Ralph Moyer, Co. F. 103 Inf. 26th Div.

Leonard Peterson, 140 Amb. Co. 110 Sanitary Train, 35th Divislon.
Lloyd Richmond, 139 Amb. Co. 110 Sanitary Train, 35th Div.

Arthur H Quick, Corp. Headquarters Co. § F. A., 1at Div.

Charles DewWayne Roberts, 1st Lieut., 6th Reg. Marine Corps, 2nd IDiv.
Frank Stillwell, Sergeant Battery A. 6th F. A, 1st Div.

Henry M. Wiillams, 76 F. A. 3rd Dlvision.

Ray Winters, Sergeant Co. B. 110 Eng. 35th Division.

L. R. Leslie, 21st and Steele, Kansas City, Kas., a member of
the 16th Ambulance company, received the French decoration of
the Croix de Guerre and Palm, for gallantry in action in the
Champaign sector September 4, 1918. Doubtless there are
others, who. enlisted from Wyandotte, who received decorations
of some chardtter during the war but no compilation has been
made.

The Legislature of 1921 provided that municipalities might
erect memorials’ to commemorate the valorious achievements
of the men and women who had enlisted in the inilitary, naval
and Red Cross service of the United States in the various wars.
Such memorial might consist of a building, monument, arch or
other structure, or improved highway, park or boulevard.
Upon petition of 25 per cent of the legal voters an election

1. Statement of Adjutant General M. R, McT.éan, Dec, 12, 1933.
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should be called to determine whether the peoplé wanted to
make such an expenditure. (2)

The World's \War Veterans, under the leadership of Harry
Darby, moved promptly and soon had their petition before the
city commissioners asking for an election to vote one -half mil-
lion dollars in bonds for the purchase of a site and the con-
struction of a memorial building. The election was ordered
for July 12, 1921. (3) At this election there were 2,162
votes cast for and 1,391 against the proposition. (4)

The block lronting Seventh street on the west and reaching
from Barnett to Tauromee was selected as the site for the
memorial and the necessary land was taken by condemnation.
The cost of the site was $96,046.01. (5)

On Sunday, May 14, 1923, ground was broken for the mem-
orial with the most elaborate ceremonies. Wyandotte Post of
the Auerican Legion, under command of Commander Charles
H. Bowman. was in charge. Governor Jonathan M. Davis, and
Commander in Chief Qusley, of the American Legion, were the
principal guests. The parade from the Grund hotel to the mem-
orial site was a coloriul procession. = First came the colors
under which marched the Legion post, drum and bugle corps
and band. Following were two companies of the Kansas Na-
tional Guard, under command of Major Clement Williams and
Major C. I’. Barshiield. Leading the motor cars which contained
the guests, was a group of Canadian War Veterans in charge
of Capt. V. E. S, Mattock, of the British War Veterans of
Kansas City, Missouri. The booming of a 17 gun salute and
the cheers of thousands grected the marchers. The program
at the site consisted of an mvocation by Rev. Phillip W. Cran-
dall, an address of welcome by Mayor W. W. Gordon, addresses
by Governor Jonathan M. Davis and Commander OusIey and
a closing prayer by Rabbi Simon Glazer. Commander Qusley
broke the ground, with a silver spade, assisted by distinguished
veterans of three wars—Captain W. H. Ward of the civil war,
W B. Trembley of the Spanish American war, and Frank
Stillwell of the World’s war—who, each in turn, had been dec-
orated by the Government for gallantry in action. The servicés
were brought to a close when a gun boomed and the flag was
lowered in regularly military fashion. (6)

Laws, 1921, Chapter 256.
Ordinance No. 17466.
Commissioners Minutes.

City Auditor’s Report, 1926, pg. 6.
Kansas City Star, May 15, 1924,
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On July 19, 1923, the plans of Rose and Peterson for the
Memorial were accepted, (7) and on August 16, 1923, the
principal contract was let to the Baer Engineering Company of
Leavenworth. (8)

The law, under. which the memorial was built, provided for
a board of three trustees who should have charge of the build-
ing. On January 3, 1923, Mayor Burton appointed Dr. J. L.
Otterman, Frank Strickland and Harry Darby as the first board
of trustees. (9)

The corner stone of the Memorial was laid on May 26,
1924, with appropriate Masonic services, by M. W. Elner T°
Strain, Grand Master. Among the distinguished visitors was
John R. Quinn, Comniander in Chief of the American Legion.
(10)

There were numerous delays in the construction of the
building and the memorial was not accepted by the city antil
June 8, 1925 (11) .The total cost. of the project had been
$542,476.0r of which $96;046.01 had been expended for the
site and $446,430.00 for the building. (12) .

The Memorial building is a Deric structure, 213 by 168 feet,
with three stories and a basement. The entrances to the build-
ing lead into the Memorial Hall, which is 45 by 73 feet in size
and supported’ by twelve Corinthian columns. Here are dis-
played many military trophies and bronze tablets carrying the
names of many of the bovs who made the supreme sacrifice.
To the right and left of “Memorial Hall” are smaller halls
which are used by ‘the several military organizations, and their
auxiliary organizations, for meeting purposes. Over “Memorial
Hall" is the chanel with a seating capacity of eight hundred.
Back of ‘ Memorial Hall” 'is the civic anditorium, consisting of
an arena floor, a halceny and a gallery. with a seating capacity
of 3.532. The basement is equipped with a kitchen and other
facilities. The civic auditorium is leased for public gatherings
and the annual revenue from it is intended to cover the up keep.
¢t the entire building.

_In the “Room of Silence.” which opens off the hall room
it the south. haver been gathered the pictures of many of the
men who made the suptreme sacrifice and tablets of bronze in
the “Memorial Hall” carry the names of others. From these

7. 1Ibid.,, Book 9, pg. 236.
8. Ibid.
9, Ibid.

10, ¥Kanaas Clty Star, May 27. 1024,
11, Commissioner s Mlnutes, Book 11, pg. 4%

12. City Audiiors Report, 1926, pg. §.
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inscriptions we learn that 114 of the sons of Wyandotte died in:

the service. The rolt of honor is as follows
Frank P. Adams. Sgt. Co. A, 137 Inf. Killed in actlon Sept. 27, 1918,
John E. Addison, Base Hospital, Leith, Seotland. Died Oct. 31, 1918,

John W. Albaugh, Hoap, Dept. 172 Inf. Died June 14, 1918,
Tonl Aleksiehes, Co. F. 353 Inf. Died April 25, 1918 of woa;mds.

Edwin M. Anderson, Co. G, 351 Inf. Jan. 29, 1919.
Robert A. Asplund. Mechunic Co. A 137 Inf. Killed in action Sept. 2§, 1918.

Clarence H. Becker, Battery B. 18th Fieid Artillery. Died of wounds
July 22, 1918 ]

Arthur C. Bergquist, Mac. Qun Co. 353 Inf. Kilied in action Nov. 5, 1318,

Otto H. Binkley. Battery L. 129 F. A. Dled Oct. 15, 1918.

EBwing Boone, 2nd Lt. Co. ¥, 26 Inf. Killed in action July 19, 1018,

James Bowden, Co. B. 140 Inf. KKltled In action Sept. 27, 1918 in Argonne
Forest.

William A, Bray. Co. C. 26 U. 5. Guards. Died Nov. 29, 1918,

Richard T. Bronson. Baltery E. 130 F. A, Died Jan. 23, 1518.

Earl 8. Brown. Co, A. 8 Bn. U. 8. Guards. Died Dec. 13, 1918.

Louis L. Brown, 20 Sig. Ave Sec. Camp Waco. Died April 2. 1918

Walter O, Brueckman. 31st Co. 164 Tho Dep. Brig. Died Ozt 13. 1918.

John W. Bumps, Wag. Co. E. 110 Eng. Died Dec. 13, 1917.

Neil Burns, Corp. Co. K. 140 Inf. Died Apr. 13, 1918

Ralph Miils Chamberian, Naval Hosp. Great Lakes. Died in service Sept.
26, 1918,

Henry C. Christoff, Artillery Tralning Camp Taylor. Killed in accldent
Dec. 8, 1018,

Ora R. Clark, Co. A, 137 Inf. Kitled In nction Sept. 27, 1918,

Claude R, Clement. Co. E. 353 Inf. XKilled in action Sept. 12, 1918.

Jas. G. Constantopules, Co. F. 255 Inf. Dicd Gct. 30, 1918

Frank Corristen. Co. L. 353 Inf. Dijed Nov. 23, 1918. I

James V. Craig, Co. M. 137 Inf. Killed in action Sept. 28, 1918,

John N. David, Troop K. 5th U. S. Cav. Sept. 4, 1800,

William A. Davis, 177 Ammunition Train. Died of woulds Oct. 11. 1918,

Ruel E. Defries, Corp. Co. A. 137 Inf. Died Get. 17, 1918 in Germon Prison
Camp.

Jean L. Decret, Co. D. 308 Inf Died Jan. 26, 1919,

George T. @ukles, Gth Reg 164 Dep. Brigade. Dicd Oct. 7, 1918

Eugene W. Llstun, Co. M. 28 Inf. Killed in action Mar. 30, 1918.

Willie Finley, Co. G Prov. Bn. Steve and Labor Org. Camp Hill, Va.
Died May 206, 1918.

ffrank J. Fisher, 2nd Lt Co. B. 335 Int. Killed In action Nov. b, 1918,
Argonne Forest. Posthumos Award D. 5 C.

Bdward A. Foulks. S. A, T. C. Univ. of Kansas. Died Oct. 41, 1918,
Charles E. Fox, Corp. Co. L. 140 Inf. Killed in action Sepf: 29, 1914,

Fredle Gallins, Co. I, 806 Pion Inf. Died OQct. 2, 1918.
Glenn Elwood Gambrill, Co. B. 132 [nf. Killed in action Oect. 10, 1918,
Joehn H. Garvey, Co. H. 252 Inf. Djad Oct. 16, 1918,

John A. Gersie, Btry C, 129 F. A. XKilled in action Sept. 29, 1918
George Gjlonovich, Co. D. 318 Eng. Dled Oct. 12, 1918.

Henry J. Goode. Co. C. 44th Inf. Djed June 18, 1914

Leaman L. Graves, Co. D. 364 Inf. Died of wounds Sept. 27. 1918.

Floyd Gray, Co. A, 10 M. G. Bn. Killed in actlobh Awg. 7. 1918.

Edward F. Green, 28 Co. 164 Dep. Brig. Co. M. § Prov. Engrs. Died Oct 15,
1918.

Carl W. Haner, 1gt Lt. Ap, Sig. Co. Died Dec. 12, 1918.

Tillman Hardy Harpole, 1zt Lt. Co. M. 372 Inf. Killed in action Vauxallion
France, Qct. 6, 1918,
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Cyrus A, Haynes, 10 Co. 6 Reg. 164 Dep. Brig. Died Oct. 6, 1918.
Fred Henderson. 1 Prov. Co. Aug. Auto Dept. Draft. Died Sept. 23, 1918
at Camp ["unston.

Russell C, Helper, 8. A, T. C. Univ of Kansas. Died Oct. 25. 1918.
Charlea M. Hoge, Naval Hosp. Great Lakes. Died Oct. 26, 1918.

Charies B. Holloman, M. G. Co. 353 Inf. 3rd Div. Vet. Corps. Died Jul¥
19, 1919

Claude Isom, Co. A, 7 Sup. Train. Died Sept. 7, 1918

Paul Jeffords, Cerp. Co. A. 137 Inf. Killed in action Sepf. 28 1918. near
Cheppy Trunce. Posthumos Award D. 8 C.

Lester L. Jensen, Sgt. Co. L. 3 Mo. Inf. Died Apr. 15, 1917

Daniel Joyce, Marine Corp. 4% Co. 5 Reg. Xilled in action June 12, 1918,

Willlam 8. Judah, Naval Hosp. Great Lakes. Died Sept. 22, 1918.

William R. Kent, Co. D. 38th Inf. [Yied of wounds Sept. 28, 1918.

Jasper Wilbur Kline, Co. L. 20th Kans. Killed in action Mar. 13, 1899,
Caloocan, Luzon, P. I

Harold B. Kelthoff, U. 8§ 5 Winding Gulf. Died Dec. 28, 1918.

Robert E. LaGrone, Wagoner .Co. B, 13th M. G. B. N. Kiiled in action
Nav. 9, 1918,

John L. Lanigan, Tng. Station, Grent Lakes. Died Scpt. 28, 1918.

Fred Layton. M. Gs Co. 139 Inf. IX!lled in action Sept. 28, 1918,

Willlam C. Lochrie, Co. X. 168 Inf. Ililled in actlon July 28, 1918,

Marcus L. London, Hg. Co. 358, Killed in action Nov. 1, 1918,

Williamn Lusso, on T 8. 8 Jenkinae. Kilied by shell from U. 8, 8. New
York in Englich ¢hannel Jan. 16, 1918.

Joseph A. Mack, Co. B. 353 Inf. Killed in action Oect. 23, 1918,

Fred Leroy Maxfieid. Co. B. 20th Kan. Died in Manilla P. I, June 13, 1899,

BEdward J. McConnell, Co. K, 140 Tnf. Killed in action Sept. 28, 1918 ncar
Cheppy (Meusc) France.

Thomas B. MeGrath. Jr., Tus. St-tion Great Lakes. Died Oct. 8, 1918.
Arthur L. Malherbe, Co. A, 137 Inf. Killed in action Sept. 28, 1918,

Lloyd H. Manley, Hqg. Co. 816 Pion. Int. Died Oct. 14, 1918,

Moses W. Maryweather, 1st I.t. 372 Inf. Kiled in action Vauxallion.
France, Oct. §, 1918.

Starr §. Merrill, Corp. Co. B. 110 Eng. Died Dec. 23, 1818,

Pampllo Moreno, 164 Dep. BFig. Died Oect. 7, 1818,

David W. Morrls, 19 Co. 164 Dep. Brig. 354 Inf. Died Feb. 19, 1519,

Gilmer H. Munkers, Co. A, 137 Int. Killed in action Sept. 29. 1918,

Randelph J. Nesbitt, Co. H. 252 Inf. Died Oct. 13, 1918 In France.

Bert L. Newton, Corp. 188 Bakery Co. 164 Dep. Brg. Died in France
July 9, 1919.

John €. O'Conner. TF. 8. S, Nercus. Dled July 15, 1318

Corvyden A. Orcutt, Camp Dodge, Towa. IDHMed Jan. 29 191%

HEarl Owens, Hg, Co. 140 Inf. Died Sept. 28, 1918,

‘Thomas J. Peneskl, Naval Hosp. New York. Died May 30, 1518,

Leonard Petarson, 140 Amb. Co. 110 San Train. Killed in actign mear
BaulnY, France. Posthumos Award D. 8. C,

Wilhelm Peterson, Co, D, 140 Inf. Kilted in action Sept. 26, 1918.

Emillo Quiroga, 164 Dep. Brig. Died Oet. 12, 1918,

Edgar ' Rayburn, 8. 5, Allamance. Died Oct. 23. 1917,

Willlam J. Reekes, Insp. Machinery Office, St. Louls. Died Jan. 19, 1920,

Carl F. Roseberry, Co. M. 140 Inf. Killed in aettion Sept. 30, 1918.

Charles W. Ryan, Corp. Co. E. 30 Int. Died Oct. 28 1918

Willlam H. Sander, Co. M. 70 Inf. Died Oct. 11, 1918.

Rudolph Schnelkart, Co, M. 353 Inf. Killed in action Sept. 21, 1918.

Edward Seichepine, Co. B. 138 Inf. Killed in action Oct. 2, 1918,

Walter G. Shaw, Headdars, Co. 18 Inf. Killed in action Qct. 2, 1918.

.
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Dennis Sheed¥, 38 Hvac. Amb. Co. M. 0. T. C. Died Oct. 18, 1918.

Frank L. Simmeons, Co. F. 353 Inf. Killed in action Sept. 15, 1918.

Charles H. Singleman, Co. A. 137 Inf. Died of wounds Sept. 28, 1918.

Mearil Smith, Co. L. 103 Inf. Xilled In action July 14, 1918,

Daniel R. Spillane, D, 30 F. A. Batry. Died in service Qect. 15, 1918 at
Camp Funston.

Arthur J. Stenger, Co. K. 356 Inf. Died of wounds Sept. 15, 1918

Boley Switala, Cook Btry. E. 17 Inf. F. A. Died Dee. 28, 1918,

John Lloyd Smartz, Coxswain. Dled Nov. 11, 1916.

Walter Stofer, Sgt. Div. Inf. Sec. Camp Dodge. Died Nov. & 1918

Bert K. Talbott, Co. B, 349 Inf. Died Qct. 8, 1918.

Mack Taylor. Co. E. Pion. Inf. Died Jan. 2, 1920

Albert H. Terry. Co. L. 20th Kansas. Killed 'in action Apr. 27, 1839 Rlo
Grande River Luzon, P. 1.

Carl B. Trowbridge. 1st Lt, Co. C. 1st Eng. Xlilled in actlon Oet. 10, 1918

William G. Tewnsend, Naval Hosp. Great Lakes. Died Scpt. 21, 1918

Oran Vickroy. 13th Co. C. A. C. Died Oct. 23, 1918,

Harry Wallace, Battery C. 80th P. A. Died June 26, 1918.

Ravmond S. Washburn, Sgt. Co. A. 127 Inf. EKilled In action Sept. 18, 19813

John J. Westermeyer, U. 8. Solace. Died Jan. 19, 1%18.

Travis B. White, Co. G. 354 Inf. Rilled in action Nov. 2, 1918,

Wilbur Wilkerson, Co. A. 137 Inf. Killed In action Mar. 17. 1918,

James C. Wilson, Co. A. 137 Inf. XKilled in action Sept 28, 1918,

Joseph BB, Winkelmeyer, U. 8. 8. Missourt. Died Sept. 30, 1918.

Herold W, Wolf, 1st Lt. V. Co. Died Oct. 23. 1918.

James M. Wright, Co. D. 140 Inf. Killcd in actlon Sept. 28, 1918,

John Ir. Wright, Naval Hospital, NewPort R. I. Died May 13. 1917,

Roy E. Wright, Sg. Co. G. 353 Inf. Xilied in action Nov. 5. 1918,

Robert L. Yeamans, Battery C. §82. I, A. Died Oct. 15, 1918,

The first Wyandotte boy to die in the World’s war was
LEdgar D. Rayburn, 22 years old, son of Mr. and Mrs. B. E.
Rayhurn, 1854 North Scventh street. He lost his life October
13, 1917. (13)

Litigation has always been a favorite sport with the people
of Wyandotte and “Error from Wryandotte,” has been a con-
spicuous headline in the court reports for three-quarters of a
century. It would have been strange had the Soldiers and Sail-
ors Memorial escaped the fate of all other public projects. In
August, 1922, enthusiastic delegates to the national encampment
of the Veterans of Foreign Wars at Seattle, Washington, car-
ried an invitation from the city commissioners to move their
national headquarters to Kansas City. Space was promised in
the new Memorial building as soon as it was completed. The
validity of the offer was questioned and on January 6, 1923,
the commissioners, ‘at a special meeting, renewed the offer in
a way that it was thought would avoid all legal technicalities.
(14) At its meeting in Norfolk, Va, on August 27, 1923,
the offer of Kansas City was accepted and the Veterans of

13. Kansgg City Star, Jan. 6, 1924.
14. Ibid., Sept. 23, 1924.
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Foreign Wars packed its goods, closed its New York office
and came to Kansas City. The Memorial was not yet ready for
occupancy and so temporary headquarters were had at 616 N.
7th. The rent was $100.00 per month and a fund was raised
to pay it, the Kansas City Clearing House contributing $500.00.
(15) As soon as space in the Memorial building was available

THE MEMQRIAL BUILDING
Erected in memory of the Wyandotte boys who served thelr country.

the Veterans of Foreign Wars moved into it, a majority of the
trustees having made them a long time lease at a nominal figure
of $1.00 per year rental.

One June 5, 1925, Harry Darby filed a petition against his
fellow trustees James L.. Otterman and Frank Strickland, alleg-
ing that prior to the completion of the building the city unlaw-

15. Ibld. i
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fully and wrongfully entered into a conspiracy and agreement
with the V. T, W. to provide necessary rooms and accommoda-
tions for the national headquarters of the organization at the
expense of the taxpayers and that the trustees were about to
carry out that agreement and permit the V. F. W. the use of
the necessary space in the building for 20 years at $1.00 per
year. A further allegation was that a reasonable rental would
be $25,000. (16} Judge Fischer, upon a hearing being had,
held that the conduct of the defendants in furnishing light,
water. fuel and janitor service to the V. . W. without com-
pensation. tngether with the occupancy of the building, amounted
to taxation for private and not public purpeses and was unlaw {1l
and should be eninined. An appeal was taken to the supreme
court which held that a city has no power to lease to a private
cerporation any part of a huilding erected under the provisinns
nf the statute under which the Memorial was built. {17). This
decision was handed - down in Februarv, 1027, and thereupon
the Veterans of Foreign Wars moved their headquarters across
the line to Kansas Citv, Missouri.

16. Darby vs. Otterman. No. 256901, Tistrict Court, Wyandotte Tg.
¥, Darby vs, Otterman, 122 Kansas 607. g
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ra » PLACE :—Mount Marty.

| ¥ TIME:— July 2o, 1923.

," EVENT :—Ground Brcken for the Rosedale Arch.
] =

¥ Kansas City, Kansas, stands alene in the state of IKansas
ras the city having tw. distinet ex-service men's monuients.
“When the World’s War Dbroke there were several states in the
Union, each with a full division of the National Guard (27,500
men}, that could have beer taken into the service It was
thought best, by those in autherity, that in the make up of the
first division of the Guards for over seas service, as imany
&tates should he represented as possible aud so a plan for such
@ distribution was drawn.  When the plan, showing allotients
ito 26 states, was laid befcre Secretary of War Baker he is .
:said to have remarked that there were as many states repre-
samted as there were colors in the rainbow and so the division
itook the nariie of the Rainhow Division,

In the set up for the “Rainbzw Division™, the rizth Amuon-
nition train fell to Kansas. Capt. I'rank L. Travis of Iola was
‘promoted to be Lieutenant Colenel and assigned the job of
-enlisting and organizing the Train. e decided to raise six
of the 12 companiés of 55 men m  Wyad tte countv. He
opened a recruiting office and filled the want section of Tucs-
day’s daily papers with advertisements of “Men Wauted™ and
on the following Saturday he assembled 375 men on top of
Mount Marty in Rosedalé and had them swort into the gov-
erment service. Such was ‘the beginning of the 117th Am-
munition Train of the Rainbow Division,

In ifrance the Rainhow Divisicn was put under the eom-
mand of General Gouraud and placed in the front line ‘at Co-
logne on July 14, 15, and 16, 1918. Here, on almost the  ident-
ical ground, on the Chalonssur-Marne, where 1167 yvears before
Attila the Hun met hiy great defeat, the advatice of the modern
Hun was checked and the tide of the great World’s War was
turned. After the war the commanding geieral of the Divis-
ion paid the following tribute to the boys from Kansas:

GENERAL ORDERS NQ. 21-K

“As the period of the service of the Rainbow Divis
ion is drawing to a close, the commanding general de-
sires to recite in orders the salient features of the ser-
vice of the 1r7th Ammunition Train. =



308

“Throughout the battles in which the Division has
been engaged never once has the steady flow of am-
munition toward the front been stopped. In spite of
the long, dangerous hauls and almost insurmountable
difficulties, the 117th Ammunition Train maintained
the supply necessary. for the guns. - The 117th Ammu-
nition Train worked as an integral part of the artillery
brigade. It ever functioned with the ease of a well
oiled machine. Its trucks were always in splendid
working order; its caisson and wagon companies were
ready for all emergencies.”

“Undergoing its preliminary training at Canip De
Coetquidan, France, it served with the French in the

Luneville gsector. In the Daccarat sector it perfected:

its technique. In the Champaign sector it worked fev-
erishly, during the dark days before the final German
dffensive, to pile up that reserve of ammunition that
made the German defeat possible. During the battle
it continued to serve. It has been the fate of this or-
ganization to undergo dangers equally as great as
those of the troops in the front line and to suffer
these dangers without being able to strike back.”

“At Chateau Thierry it worked day and night, feed-
ing the guns. Going forward over unknown and badly
charted territory, it always found the batteries. It
was to be depended on.”

“It went to Bourmont, then St. Mihiel, by night
marches. Working in the mud and slime and almost
completely destroyed roads, in the rear of the Forest
de la Reine, 1t again laid the foundations for the at-
tack. In the Argonne Meuse, night and day it toiled;
heart-rending, muscle-breaking toil. Men were in the
saddle for days at a time. Trucks went where trucks
were not expected to go. A measure of endurance was
demanded that would have been thought impossible
before. Aeroplane bombs and enemy shells did not
stop it. The reserve of ammunition was built up.”

“Then came the nights on the road to Sedan, and
after the armistice, the long hard march through
France. Belgium and Luxemburg to Germany and
the Rhine.”

“Throughout, one is struck by the silent efficiency
nf this command, The work was done. By its service,

by the devotion and loyalty of all ranks, it has won

Historic Spots
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the gratitude of the division and the thanks of the di-
vision commander.”

The 117th Ammunition Train has a magnificent
record, and Kansas may well be pround of her repre-
sentation in the Rainbow Division.”

“By- the command of Major General Flagler.

WM. N.- HUGHES, ]Jr.
Colonel, General Staff,
7 Chief of Staff.”

When the Legislature of 1921, (1) provided for the erection
of Military Memorials, Kosedale, where the hrst six companies
of the 117th Ammunition Train had been recruited, determined
to build a memorial. The veterans of that city presented to the
city council a petition asking for an election to vote $25,000
in bonds for a Memorial Park. (2) The election was held on
June 21, 1921 and the bonds carried by a vote of 129 to 77.
Dr. O. M. Longenecker, Dr. B. M/ Barnett, Frank Kushton,
Otto Ziegelmeyer, Rolla Duncan and: Henry C. Alwes weré
constituted by the Mayor of Rosedale to further the project,
and these men, whose vision and purpose had inspired Rose-
dale to remembrance, had plans drawn and approved by the
local bodies and the state architect before the summers end::
J. LeRoy Marshall, a Rosedale Legionnaire, offered his serv-
ices and drew the plans for the arch, which were accepted.

Dr. O. M. Longenecker, Lr. B. M. Barnett and Frank
Rushton were appointed appraisers by the district court. They
selected and appraised a site of approximately 5.2 acres on the
crest of Mount Marty overlooking the Turkey Creek valley.

The consolidation of Rosedale with Kansas City, Kansas,
April 24, 1932, stopped work for a time, but the 1923 Legisla-
ture (3) passed an act which authorized the consolidated city to
complete the work. Ground was broken for the arch with the
most elaborate ceremonies ever known in Wyandotte county,
General Henri Gouraud, the “Lion of the Argonne,” under
whom the 117th Ammunition Train served in the Champagne,
was touring the country, and the date for breaking ground, for
the arch, July 20, 1923, was so fixed that he might be the
guest of honor of the occasion. It was an all day service. The
General arrived on an early morning ‘train and was taken to
the Grund hotel for breakfast. At noon a dinner was served to
400 guests at the Chamber of Commerce. E. S. McAnany was

1. Chapter 256, pg 408.
2. Rosedale Ordinance 2105, May 31, 1921,
3. Chapter 216, pg. 302. Feb. 24, 193§,
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the toastmaster. Mayor Gordon extended the freedom of the
city to the distinguished guest. Speeches were'made by Govern-
or Davis, Senator Capper, Congressman Little and Mayor
Crowwell of Kansas City, Mo. The Govermment sent 350 men
frem I't. Leavenworth to assist in the ceremonies. This con-
tingent consisted of the znd battaiion, 17th Infantry in two
sections, the 17th Infantry band and Battery A, gth F.'A. The
afternoon. services were held on Mount Marty and were de-
scribed in the afternoon paper as follows: (4)

“The’ street program started when the parade as-
sembledd at Thirty-Ninth street and the State Line
and marched through the Rosedale residence district,
to the arena for the arch dedication, Thirty-Sixth and
Springfield avenue. As the motor section béaring
the Gouraud party from the Chamber of Commerce
caime into view. over the hill, the 17th Infantry band
swung into line ahead of the infantry and artillery
detarls. Rehind them came the Rosedale post Ainerican
Legion, culor guard consisting of Elmer J. Allen, a
117th Anunuanition Train veteran, and John Nolan, a
seaman 1 the navy, with a detachment of marines
irem the lecal recruiting station. Two hundred Rose-
dale ‘ex-servicemen, marshalled by C. E. Sanders,
followed their flag. Next in line came the standards
of neighboring legion posts. These represented the
posts of Rufus . Montgall, William F. Fitzsimmons,
“William R, Nelson; Hewitt Swearingen, Tank Corps
381, Joseph Liebman, James Cummings, " Arthur
Mal:ney, Peter Smith, Overland Park, Wyandotte
and Olathe.

The standard of the 117th Ammunition Train,
presented the outlit by the citizens of Kansas City,
was displayed fer the first time in parade.

Motnt Marty, and the streets adjoining, were. -
festive in appearance with flags and banners and
drapes, and a crowd of 6,000 assembled rapidly as the
parade swung into action. :

After the general's salute of twenty one guns and:
the playing of the Marseillaise and America, the:
troops were- mspected and the attending dignatories
tock their places upon the decorated platform on the

crest of Mount Marty. The invocation by the Rev.
4. Kansas City Kuansan, July 21, 1923
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Father A. Dorseifer preceded the award of the Dis-
tinguished Service Cross to H. D. Heitz by Gen. B. H.

Duncan, commanding the 17th army corps area.

THE ROSEDALE ARCH.

In the stand with the notables were three Kansas
City men who had distinguished themselves in con-
flict, representing services in the civil war, Spanish
American war and the great war. (5)

5. Captain William. H, Ward, 'W. B. Trembly, Frank Stillwell,
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Speeches were made by Mayors Gordon and
Cromwell, Representative [E. C. Little, Senator
Arthur  Capper, Governor Davis, W. P. McLean,
State Legion Commander, and John B. Smith,
General Chairman of the day. The address, through
an interpreter, by General Gouraud was greeted with
great applause. After his talk, General Gouraud,
turned ground for the arch with a gold spade.”

In due time the arch was completed. The memorial grounds,
which cover approximately 5.2 acres, were improved with a
recreational park and an athletic field. The cost of the site
was $10,000 and of the arch $12,179. (6) The arch of class-
ical proportions stands on the edge of the elevation looking
cut over the Turkey creek valley. It bears this inscription:

Evected by the People of Rosedale
In [ionor of Their Sons Who
Aunswered Their Country’s Call
Served Under Avins For the Triwmph
Of Right Quver Might In the Great War

. City Anditors Report, 1928,



HISTORIC SPOTS NUMBER FORTY-ONE

PLACE .— Seventh and Ann, Kansas City, Kansas.
TIME:— The Year 1927.
EVENT . —The Million Dollar Court House.

On January 29, 1859, the County of Wyandotte was cre-
ated by the Territorial Legislature (1), and an election for
county officers was held on Iebruary 22, 1859. Three days
after the election the county commissioners met for organiz-
ation Their first act, after counting the election returns, was
to rent rooms from S. D. McDonald, at Third and Nebraska,
for the county offices. Quarters for the county attorney were
jound in a room in the post office. (2) The need for a jail
was apparent and on April 18, 1859, the chairman of the board
in connection with the sheriff, was authorized to rent or pro-
cure a suitable place for a jail, the building then in use being
declared unfit for such purpose. Alfred Gray was appointed
to correspond with some person competent to build an iron
jail. (3)

On June 6, 1859, Associate Justice Williams opened the
first term of court for the county. The court room was on
the second floor of the Lipman Meyer building, which a month
later was to become historic as the place where the constitu-
tion of Kansas was made. This room had been partitioned into
two rooms one of which was used for the probate judge.
This term.of court lasted six days. Both a grand and a petit
jury were summoned, cases, both criminal and civil, were
tried, lawyers were admitted to practice and citizens were
naturalized. Judge Williams held another term of court in the
same building in the fall. (4)

On April 4, 1860, the commissioner’s proceedings recite that
William McKay, chairman of the board, was authorized to
contract for rooms, for use of the courts and county officers
for the current year.

On July 11, 1860, the minutes recite: (5)

“Tsaiah Walker having submitted to the board a
proposition in writing to sell to the county of Wyan-
dotte Lot No. 46 in Block 93 on Nebraska avenue,

Laws, 1921, Chapter 256, pg. 408, ..

Andreas, Hlstory of Kansas, pg. 1230.

Goodspeed, Wyandotte County and Kansas City, pg. 181,
Journal A, District Court Wyandotte Co.

Goodapeed. Wyandotte County and Kanszas Clty. pg. 187.

ormpars 1
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in the city of Wyandotte, with the frame building
thereon for a court roum and other county purposes,
for the consideration of $50.00 in hand, script of
the county oi Wyandotte, and $1,750 in bonds of
the county payable ten years from oate, and bearing
mterest at tne rate of ten per cent per .anuu, the said
proposition being fully considered by the- board was
accepted, and the. clhuirman of the board was direct-
ed and empowered to complete the purchase of said
property on the part ol the county, and procure a
deed for the same in accordance with said. pro-
position.”

The building thus purchased, was the one in which. the
partuership of Walker and Barker had had its general mer-
chandise store. It was two full stories high and stood on the
back of the lot. The conmumissioners had it moved to the trom
of the lot and thea built a log jail on the back of the lot at a
cost of $200.00. (6) The first post office in Wyandotte had
been housed in this building so this sput has the double dis-
tinction of being the first post office site in Old Wyandotte
and the first court house in Wyandotte county. Just why 1t
was necessary s not apparent, but the Legislature of 1¥03.
passed an act validating the bonds issued to Isaiah Walker
in payment for this site. (7)

The grand jury, which met in April 1867, with Byron Judd
as foreman, made a report that it found that the building was
entirely inadequate; that the county records were in an unsafe
condition; and that the county was entirely destitute of a jail.
It reconmended the speedy erection of a good fire proof office
for the preservation of the records and a court house and jail
that would accomplish the objects for which they were intend-
ed. (8) On April 15, 1867, a petition, signed by foreman judd
and many others, was filed with the connmissioners asking for
an election to vote bonds for a court house and jail. An elec-
tion was held May 7, 1867, (g) and the proposition lost by a
vote of 133 to 185. (10)

On July 1, 1867, another petition was before the commission-
ers asking for the issuance of $10,000 in bonds for a jail
and a vault. An election was held on this proposition, Novem-

Andreas. History of Kansas, pg. 1230,
Lawa, 1865, Chapter 37, pg. 187.

Commissioners Minutes, Book B, pg. B8
Tbid., 69.
Wyandotte Cazette. May 11, 1867.

® o s

-
?



W yandotte County, Kansas 315

ber 5, 1807. (11) Again the proposition lost by a vote of 352
to 3s2. (12)

On December 2, 1867, a prosposition to rent rooms in
Cooper & Judd’'s brick bunding on Minnesota avenue, in Block
133, at $350 per annum, was accepted and the exodus trom:
the old buuding began. (13)

On December 20, 1807, two blind persons, who were asking
for reliet, were given the use of the court room 1in the old
court house, for the storage of material for the manuiacture
of Lrooms, and one of the upper rooms in the building. {(14)

OUn Apnl 13, 1808, the upper rooms in the oid court house,
house, iormerily occupied by the county clerk and the clerk
of the district court, were rented to ). A. Berry ior $8.00
per month. (15)

On August 10, 1868, Isaiah Walker appeared Dbefore the
board, in pehalf of the Wyandotte lown Co., with an offer
to sell the county the north east corner of Huron Flace as a
site for a court house and jail. He wanted $750.00. The com-
missioners deliberated and then made a counter offer ot
$700.00, which was accepted. (16) September 14, 1808,
Walker delivered the deed, signed by John McAipine as.
Trustee, and received the $700.00 warrant. (17)

On November 5, 1869, john Hasp was given the use of tle
upper part of the old court house on consideration that he
clean out the lower rooms of the building and keep them lock-
ed unless they were needed for some public meeting or other
public purpose. (18)

The commissioner’s proceedings for July 13, 1870 (19) re-
cord an order for the removal of the county clerk’s office
from the Judd and Cooper building to the Lehman building
occupied by the county clerk and the county attorney. They
further record that the commissioners visited Lot 46 in Block
93, on which is situated the county jail, inspected it, condemn-
ed it and said the county would pay for no further repairs
on the same. The commissioners further resolved that inas-

11. Commissioners Minutes, Book B, pg. 59.

12. Wyandotte Gazette, Nov. 9, 1867.
13. Commissioners Minutes, Book B, pg. 128.

14. TIbid, pe. 120.

15. Thid, pg. 171,

16, Inhid, pg. 211. Alao Armsirong vs. Portsmouth b7 Hanmsas 62.

17. Commissioners Minutes, Book B, pg. 218. Also Reglster of Deeds,
Wyandotte county, Book L, pg. 250.

18. Ibid., pg. 333.

19. Ibid., Book C, pz. b%.
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much as much of the old court house, and other property,
situated on Lot 46 in Block 93, are of no benefit to the county
in their present condition, that they be offered for sale to the
highest bidder for cash, on the first Monday in November
1870, at the door of the old court house. The sale was heid
and the property was sold and Catherine Hasp bought it tor
$600.00. (20) It was then remodeled for a residence. It was
damaged by a storm in 18g1 and was then moved onto the ad-
joining lot and repaired. It now bears the number 328
Nebraska. Nebraska Avenue has been graded down and the
house now stands high above the street.

On February 20, 1871 the commissioners rented Dunning’s
Hall, which stood at the south east corner of Fourth and
Nebraska, for the use of the district court at a rental of
$250.00 per year. (21) A proposition to issue $4,000.00 worth
of bonds for a jail was submitted to the voters at a special
election September 4, 1871, and was defeated by a vote of
136 to 1116. (22) On February g, 1872, Wm. Rickert, one
of the commissioners, was authorized to rent offices on the
second floor of the brick building belonging to Judd and
Cooper, for one year and also to lease a room for the clerk of
the district court. (23) On May 10, 1872, a two story stone
building, location not given, owned by G. K. Grindrod, was
rented for a jail and the iron cells which sherilf Drought had
been ordered to procure were ordered placed in the building.
(24)

On July 13, 1872, it is recorded that the lease of the court
room in the Cook building had been signed. (25) The Cook
building was a three story brick standing on the south side
of Minnesota west of Third street. This arrangement seems
to have lasted until March 29, 1875, when the owners oi
Dunning’s hall and the Cook building were before the board
with propositions to furnish both offices and court room.
The board accepted parts of each proposition renting six
rooms on the third fleor of the Cook building for offices and
the Dunning hall for a court room. {26)

On June 3rd, 1879, the basement of the M. E. Church

20. Register of Deeds, Wyandotte county, Book U, pg. 146.
21. Commigsioners Minutes, Book C, pg. 146,

22. Ibid., pgs. 204 and 22%.

23. Ibid., pg. 280.

24, Ibid.. pg. 349.

25, Ibid., pe. 379

26. Ibid., Book D, pg. 239,
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South, at the south east corner of Seventh and Minnesota,
was rented for a~court room at an annual rental of $125.00.
(27) This lease was renewed for another two years on October
8, 1881, for $130.00 per year, the church to furnish the
necessary fuel while the building was being used as a court
room. (28)

At the November, 1879 election, a proposition was sub-
mitted to vote $12,000 in honds for the site and erection of a
jail. The proposition carried by a vote of 1845 to 536. (29)
A site was purchased at Seventh and Nebraska and on May
24, 1880, the contract for the jail was let for $11.132.00. (30)

So far as the records show the county never took possession
of the lot it had purchased at the north east corner of Huron
Square from the Wyandoite Town Co., or attempted to ex-
ercise any jurisdiction over it until January 12, 1880, when
the county surveyor was ordered to survey and locate and
Perly Pike was authorized tn enclose it with a good and sub-
stantial fence. (21) A vear and a half later. Tune 15. 18871,
the commissioners leased the ot for a term of five vears at
$100.00 ner vear and a lumher vard was opened on the lot.
{22) The county reserved the right however to cancel the
lease at anv time. This it did and on January 16, 1882, pass-
ed a resolution that the conrt house be located and bnilt upon
the plot of ground owned hv the countv in Huron Place now
occupied bv the Wvandotte Tumber Companv. (33)

On October o. 1881, a petitinn was nresented to the commis-
sinners. signed by H. M. Northrun and others. asking for the
submission to the vaters nf a pronnsition to issue bonds not to
exceed $20.000, for the erection nf puhblic buildings consisting
of a court house and necessarv offices for the use of the officers
of the county. (31} This pronnsition was submitted and was
carried bv a vote of 1700 to 266.

On Februarv 21. 1882, the First Presbvterian church com-
menced an actinn, in the district court. to réstrain the county °
commissioners from exercising anv authority over the lot at
the north east corner of Huron Place. The church alleged in

27, Ibid., Book E, pg. 65.
28, 1Ibid., pg. 369.

29, Ibid, pgs. 114 and 114,
30. Ibid., pe. 186,

31. Thid, pg. 147.

32. Ibid, pg. 318

33. Ibid., pg. 411.

34. Ibid., pg. 378.
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its petition that this corner had been dedicated for church pur-
poses and that this particular church was the one for which the
lot had been intended. It asked the court to hold that the
county comntssioners simply held the lot in trust for the church.
(35) Judge Wagstaff found for the church and’ granted the
order for which it had asked . The commissioners appealed the
case to the supreme court where the judgment of Judge Wag-
staff was affirmed. (36)

On May 9, 1882, while the litigation over the Huron Place
lot was still pending in the supreme court, the commissioners
purchased eight lots in Block 117 from H. M. Northrup for
$6,000.00. The court house site, thus selected, faced Seventh
street on the east and reached from State Avenue on the north
to Minnesota Avenue on the south. (37) On June zo, 188z,
a contract was made with E. S. W. Drought to build the court
house on this site for $35,000. (38) These two contracts ex-
ceeded the amount which had been voted by more than $10,000
and no provision had been made for furnishings. On Oct. 7,
1882, another proposition was submitted to the voters asking
for $20,000 more for the court house and this was carried by
a vote of 1933 to 1024. (39) The building was completed and
furnished and formally accepted by the commissioners on June
23, 1883. (40) For forty-four years this building was the
seat of government for Wyandotte county.

As the county grew in population, and new courts were added,
it was found necessary to rent additional quarters for their use.
This led to a demand for a new court house and on Sept. 5,
1916, the commissioners passed a resolution declaring that a
new court house was a necessity and that it should be erected
upon the old site at a cost of $400,000. (41) Two propositions
were submitted to the voters at the Novernber election: (1) Shall
the county erect a court house, and (2) shall the funds be raised
by bonds or by a special tax. The court house propositions car-
ried by a vote of 21,770 to 4,802 and the bonds won over the
tax by a vote of 17,189 to 2,742

On Janvary 29, 1917, the commissioners ordered $400,000

35. First Presbyterian Church vs, Commissioners, No. 2898.
36. 30 Kansas 620.
37. Commissioners Minutes, Book E, pg. 447.

38. Ibid. pg. 464.

39. Ibld., pe. 611

40, Ibld., pe. 614.

41. Ibid. Book R, pg. 23 i
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worth of court house bonds sold. (42) Bids were received and
the bonds were sold to the Tidelity Trust Co., on Mar. 6, 1917,
for par plus interest to the date of delivery. (43) The state
now stepped in, March 29, 1917, and on the relation of the
Attorney General brought an action to enjoin the issuance of
the bonds on the theory that the county had already exceeded
its bond limit. The injunction asked for was granted by the
district court. (44) An appeal was had to the Supreme Court
where the judgment of the District Court was affirmed. (45)

On September 2o, 1920, the commissioners again by resolu-
tion declared the court house to he inadequate and insufficient,
that it was impractical to remodel it or replace it, and that the
erection of a new court house at a cost of one million dollars
was necessary to the transaction of the business of the county.
(46) Again the questions shall the county erect a new court
house, and shall the funds be raised by a bond issue or a special
tax were submitted to the voters. There were 20,416 votes for
the court house and 5,319 against it. The bond proposition as
against the tax was favored by a vote of 17,533 to 2,540. That
the issue of a million dollars worth of bonds would exceed the
debt limit was well known and so an appeal was made to the
Legistature for relief. The response came with an Act author-
izing counties with a population in excess of 110,000 inhabitants
to erect a new court house at a cost not to exceed one million
dollars, and to issue bonds without a vote of the electors, not-
withstanding that such an issue of bonds would exceed the one
per cent debt limit placed on counties. (47) While this Act
was general in its nature it was in reality a special hill for Wyan-
dotte county as no other county in the state came within its
provisions.

The commissioners on April 20. 1921, passed an order for
the building of a new court house on the site of the then exist-
ing court house and fixed the cost at one million dollars. (48)
Two days later FEthel M. Harling started an action in the dis-
trict court to restrain this expenditure. (49) This was the
opening of a sham battle to secure a court order that the court
house bonds were good. The district court gave this order, and

42, Ibid. pg. BT
43. Ibld.. pg. 67. .
44. State vs. Board of County Commissioners, No. 7254-A.

46. 101 Kans. £30.
46. Commissloners Minutes, Book R, pgs 418 and 442.

47, Laws, 1521, Chapter 166, X
48, Commiseloners Mlinutes, Book S, pg. 429 and Book T, pg. 3%3.
49, Harling vs. Commissioners, No, 16,711-A.
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the case was appealed to the Supreme Court where the judgment
of the district court was afhrmed. (50)

The territory between Armstrong and Tauromee and Seventh
and Ninth street having been designated as a Civic Center, the
commissioners on Sept. 25, 1922, passed a resolution to submit
to the voters the question of changing the location of the court
house to this center. (51) The proposition carried by a vote
of 15,355 to 8,914. (52) The commissioners decided however
to make no change in the court house site without further
authorization from the Legislature. (53) On February 28th,
1923, the Legislature passed Senate bill 250, which gave the
conunissioners authority to acquire a new site for a court house
by purchase or condenination and to issue bonds not to exceed
$300,000 without an election being called. (54) The argument
presented to the Legislature for this bond issue and to the Gov-
ernor, who was disposed to veto the bill, was that the sale of
the old court house site would furnish the means for the pay-
ment of the bonds.

The commissioners selected the east 325 feet of the block
fronting on Seventh street from Ann to Barnett Avenues com-
prising 30 lots, as the site for the new million dollar court
house. The 6 lots in the northeast corner of the hlock were
occupied by the Central School. Arrangements were made with
the board of Education for the purchase of this property for
$85,000, but the rest of the land desired could not be obtained
by purchase and so was condemned. (55) The total cost of
the site was.$173.000 and on April 12, 1923 the commissioners
issued court Royse site bonds for that amount. (56)

Early in Januaty 1924 a representative group of business men
met at the Chamber of Commerce and appointed Fred Robert-
son, P. W. Goebel, J. A. Clancey, Dr. C. C. Nesselrode and
W. T. Maunder as a committee of five to act as advisors to the
county commissioners in the selection of an architect for the
new million dollar court house. (87) The assistance of this
group was welcomed by the county commissioners. A com-
petition of architects was asked for (58) and it was decided to

50. 110 Kansa. 542,
51. Commissioners Minutes, Book S, pgs. 237 and 323,

52, Ibid. Book T, pg. 323.

53. Ibid. Book .S, pg. 221 and Book T, pg'. 323.

64. Laws, 1923, Chapter 110, pg. 186.

55. Commissioners Minutes, Book 8, pg. 353 and Book T, pe. 323.
56. Ibld., Book 8, pg. 359 and Book T, pg. 323.

57. Kansas City Star, Jan. 23.
58. Commissioners Minutes, Book B, pg. 465
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give them a year to prepare and present plans. On February
17, 1925 the plans presented by Wight & Wight were accepted
(59) and on December 10, 1925 the contract for building the
court house was let to the Swenson Construction Company for
$912,019.50 (60) The estimate of the architects had been
$943,000.

The corner stone was laid July 12, 1927, with appropriate
Masonic ceremonies, John W. Neilson of Concordia, Grand
Master, presiding. In the box placed in the corner stone were
the following articles:

Small American flag.

Kansas flag.

Holy Bible.

1926 proceedings of the grand lodge.

Coins, 1 cent to $1.00, supplied by Commercial National bank.

List of state officers.

List of county officers.

List of grand lodge officers participating in ceremonies.

Notation of number of miles of paved roads in Wyandotte
county. 83.

Population of county, 1926, 133,897.

Number of automobile licenses in county in 1926, 25,629.

Copy of oration of Judge U. S. Guyer.

Picture of first court house; present.court house; new $1,000,-
000 building.

Copy of the Kansan, Armourdale Press, Kansas City Star.

Statement of contractor.

Statement of county comumissioners.

Date of issue of bonds.

Account of beginning of work on the court house.

Sack of wheat grown on Wyandotte county farm, forming
part of $150,000,000 wheat crop. Gift of Piper lodge.

Statement from Chamber of Commerce on number of indus-
tries.

The Kansas City Kansan said of the service: (61)

“With patriotic speeches and old fashioned tunes, the citi-
zens of Wyandotte county, just before sundown last night,
dedicated its magnificent $1,000,000 court house, its symbol of
justice and architectural triumph. The flag raising ceremony
was followed by a thirteen gun salute. Speeches were made by

59. Ibid, Book T, pg. 132
60. Ibid., pg. 267.
61, Kansas Clty Kansan. July 13, 1927,
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Judge U. S. Guyer, Governor Paulén, Attorney General Smith,
Justice Richard J. Hopkins, Senator Capper, FFred Robertson
of the citizen’s advisory committee and Judge Henry Meade.”

This Court House, the pride of Wyandotte County and the
“Gateway into Kansas” fronts 320 feet on Seventh street, with
a depth of 155 feet. It is six stories high. It is built of Bed-
ford stone, with a super structure of steel and concrete. There
is not a supporting wall in the entire building so that any floor
can be completely remodeled should future business needs call
for such a change. Six Doric columns forty-eight [eet in height
arc the ornamental features of the building front. Tt not only
houses the county offices and the four divisions of the district
court and the two divisions of the city court, but the farm
bureay, the public law library and the county jail. One large
room, un the first floor, inuch used for public gathering, is known
as the G. A. R. room and is dedicated to that organization.

Just inside the front door there is inserted in the wall a
bronze tablet which carries this inscription:

This Building Evected
A. I} 1926
Board of County
Conunissioners
Samuel Clarke, Chairman
Peter H. Kramer
Dave Espenlaub
J. H. Bradv, County Counseloy
Advisory Commiittee
P. W. Gocbel
Fred Robertson
C. C. Nesselrode
Henry Meade
J. A. Clancy
W. T. Mounder
Architects
Wight & Wight, Kansas City, Mo.
Contractor
Swenson Construction Co., Kansas City, Mo.

The site of the old court house at Seventh and Minnesota
was purchased from Hiram Northrup, and his Indian wife, on
May 10, 1882. Tt was occupied for court house purposes until
about the sth of July. 1927, when the courts and county offices
vere moved to the new court house two blocks away. In pur-
chasing the site for the new court house and the issuance of
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$300.000 worlli of bonds in payment it was contemplated that
a sale would he made of the old site and that the proceeds would
be sufficient to retire the bonds issued in payment of the new
site. On July 19. 1927 appraisers were appointed, (62) and
on Julv 30th these appraisers made their report setting a value
of $263.847 on the site of the old court house. (63) A sale
was advertised and on Jan. 5. 1928 the old court house site was
sold to Thomas Torson at public auction for $180,500. (64)

Again Wyandotte county ran true to form. On the same day
the auction of the old cowrt house site was had, five of the
grandchildren of TTiram Northrup came into the district court
alleging that the convevance of the court house site by their
grandfather and grandmother was made for the express pur-
nose of a site for a court house and now, having been abandoned
{or that purpose. it reverted to them as the heirs of the North-
rups. The county answered with a cross petition and asked
to have its title to the property quieted. (65) When the case
was reached for trial the plaintiffs tried to dismiss their case
but Tudge Fischer held that the countv having asked for affirma-
tive relief. the case must stand for trial. The court found for
the defendant and quieted the title to the property in the county.
An appeal was taken to the supreme court where the finding of
Judee Fischer were affirmed. (66)

The same plaintiffs then hroueht an action in the Federal
court. alleging that their grandfather. TTiram M. Northrup. was
not of Tndian hlood and had never been adopted into the Wvan-
dot Nation; that their grandmother was the leeal head of the
familv and entitled tn receive the original allotment and that
ihe erandfather had obtained the allotment by fraud. The Fed-
eral court held that the plaintiffs could not relitigate the court
house matter in the Federal court: (67) An appeal was had to
the U. S. circuit court where the judgment of the lower court
was affirmed. (68) An effort was made to get the case into
the supreme court hut without avail. The net result of the
litigation was that the county Jost its sale of the old court house
site and it still remains the property of the county.

62. Commissioners Minutes. Book U, pg. 404.
63. Ibid., pg, 408

64, Kansas CiH¥ Krhsan. Jan. f; 1928

65. Stmley vs. Comhinigsioners, No. 22,362-A.
A6, 127 IKans. 627

67. Dec. 6. 19%50:
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PLACE: Seventh Street, Kansas City, Kansas, extended.
TIME:  The Year 1933.
EVENT: Completion of the Seventh Street Trafficway.

The Seventh Street Trafficway was like Topsy who said—“Fse
nebber had no fodder and no mudder. I'se just growed.” It
1s a jig saw puzzle composed of many pieces. It took several
generations of town Dbuilders and roadway enthusiasts to as-
semble them all, bul when the pieces were all fitted together the
answer was found to be the greatest civic undertaking in-the
state of Karisas.

By the Seventh Street Tralticway we mean that part of U.'S.
Highway No. 69 which crosses the Missouri river over the
Fairfax bridge; then passes through the Fairfax Industrial Dis-
trict to the north limits of Kansas City, Kansas; thence diag-
onally to the southwest to Seventh street and Quindaro boule-
vard; thence on a straightaway down Seventh strect, through
the Minnesota avenue district, past the federal building, the
court house and the memorial building, through the Central
avenue and the Armourdale districts to the Kansas river; thence
over the Kansas river bridge, through the hills and across the
Katy-Frisco viaduct to Southwest boulevard; thence down Rain-
bow boulevard, past the Rosedale arch and the Dell Memorial
hospital, to the city limits on the south; thence south to an east
and west connection with U. S. Highway No. so0.

The Seventh Strect Tratficway is approximately 1034 niles in
length from north to south. It crosses two river bridges and
six railroad viaducts whereby more than a hundred grade cross-
ings are eliminated. It cuts across and connects with every cast
and west highway leading from Kansas into Kansas City, Mis-
souri. It conquers the hills and ravines that divided Kansas
City into an aggregation of little communities and welds these
comimunities into one city adequatelv supplied with traffic needs.
The capitol building at Topeka cost 3/2 million dollars. The
cost of the Seventh Street I'vafficway is greater than that of
the state capitol at Topeka and to it the United States, the State
‘of Missouri, the State of Kansas, the county oi Wvanilotte, the
city of Kansas City, Kansas zm(l several railroads have been
contributors.

THE BIG PROBLEM

Kansas City, Kansas, as it now exists. is a consolidation of
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five separate municipalities, to-wit: Wyandotte, Kansas City,
Armourdale, Argentine and Rosedale. The oldest of these
municipalities was Wyandotte. It was platted in 1857, organ-
ized June 8, 1858 and incorporated by the Territorial legisla-
ture January 29, 1859. The original town was an irregular
strip of a little over a section of land running back from the
Missouri river nearly two miles and lying about equally distant
north and south from the present Nebraska avenue. It became
a city of the second class in 1867.

As early as 1857 a settlement was begun on the east side of
the Kansas river, on that narrow strip of land lying between the
river and the Missouri state line. It was surveyed into town
lots in 1869 and in 1872 it was incorporated under the name
of Kansas City, Kansas. It never had a post office of its own
but was served from Kansas City, Missouri.

In 1880 the land lying between the bluifs on the north and the
angle made by the Kansas river where it changes its course
from east to north to join the Missouri river, was platted. In
1882 it was incorporated as Armourdale and became a post
office about the same time.

The Legislature of 1886 passed ai act for the compulsory
consolidation of cities which were in close proximity to each
other. While the act was general in its nature it was just an-
other one of those special bhills intended for Wyandotte county
as the three cities near the mouth of the Kansas river were the
only ones in the state that could qualify under its terms.

Acting under the provisions of the law, just passed, Gover-
nor Martin on March 6, 1886, proclained the consolidation of
Wyandotte, Kansas City, Kansas, Armourdale, and the inter-
vening territory, as a city of the first class under the name of
Kansas City, Kansas. It was expected that the name of the
consolidated city would be Wyandotte and it has never been
satisfactorily explained what sort of a hocus pocus led to the
switch in matne. On account of the proximity and size of the
city across the state line the name has always lbeen a handicap
to the consolidated city.

Lying between Wyandotte and Armourdale was the village of
Armstrong. It had never been incorporated but had heen made
a post office as early as 1875. This territory was included within
the boundaries of the consolidated city.

To weld these three cities. and the numerous centers that
sprang up around them, into one city was a tremendous task.
It was an easy matter to get across the city most anywhere from
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west to east, but the handicap of gulleys and bluffs, ungraded
streets and lack of railroad crossings made it next to impos-
sible to travel across the city from north to south or vice versa.

On January 1, 1970, Argentine became the seventh ward of
the consolidated city. This city, on the south side of the Kan-
sas river, was platted in 1880. It became a post office and a
city of the third class in 1882 and a city of the second class in
1889. It brought a population of 8,442 into the city and in-
creased still further the need for north and south trafficways.

A part of territory southeast of Argentine, lying between the
angle made by Johnson county on the south and Missouri on
the east was platted as Rosedale in 1872. As early as 1875 it
had a post office. In 1877 it became a city of the third class and
in 1897 it was made a city of the second class. On April 7,
1922, it was consolidated with Kansas City, Kansas by procla-
mation by Governor Allen. This new addition to the city
brought a population of 8,760 and a still greater traffic compli-
cation as there was no direct trafficway connecting this district
with the rest of the city and a trip through Missouri was neces-
sary when a citizen of this district desired to visit the court
house.

Confronted with this problem civic leaders worked for
vears for a north and south trafficway. Section by section the
problem was worked out but each section was a battle and each
section has a story of its own.

THE FAIRFAX BRIDGE

The demand for a bridge across the Missouri river to con-
nect the counties of Platte and Wyandotte was born at least
four years before Kansas became a state. Quindaro, “the free
state gateway,” broke ground the first day of January, 1837,
and begun to be boomed as the coming city of the Missouri
valley. Among the collections in the State Historical Society
at Topeka, is a superbly lithographed map of Quindaro, bearing
date of 1857. In the upper right hand corner is a large picture
of Quindaro Nancy Guthrie, the Indian woman, after whom
the town was named. In the upper left hand corner is a map
of the country from Quindaro west, showing that all railroads
to the Pacific radiate from Quindaro. In another corner is a
map of the country to the east, showing that all railroads from
the east center at Quindaro. Connecting these two systemns of
railways is the bridge across the Missouri river. People gambled
in town shares in 1857, just as in these latter days when they
have gambled in industrial stocks, and no doubt the picture of
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Quindaro Guthrie and the bridge, helped sell the shares of the
Quindaro Town Company.

Early in 1857 subscriptions were being taken at Quindaro for
the Quindaro, Parkville & Burlington Railroad which was to
connect with the Hannibal at St. Joe. Parkville across the
river from Quindaro voted $50,000 in bonds for the Parkville
and Grand River railroad. Surveys were made for a bridge
across the Missouri between the towns. That the bridge was
not built was not the fault of either Quindaro or Parkviile.

In time Quindaro disappeared from the map but the demand
for a bridge grew with the years. In 1883 Congress authorized
the Chillicothe and Kansas City Railway Company to construct
a bridge over the Missouri river within five miles above and ten
miles below the then existing bridge in Jackson county, Mis-
souri. (1) This brought Wyandotte and Platte counties back
into the picture. Three years later a similarly worded franchise
was granted to the Wabash, St. Louis and Pacific Railway Com-
pany. (2} On the sane day a franchise was given by Congress
to the Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul Railway Company to
construct a bridge over the Missouri river at a point to be
selected in the counties of Jackson and Clay, or Clay and
Platte, in Missouri and the county of Wyandotte in Kansas. (3)

On July 17, 1888 Congress granted a franchise to the Chicago,
Oquaka and Kansas City Short Line Railway Co. to construct
a bridge across the Missouri river at a point opposite or nearly
opposite the town of Parkville, Mo. (4)

In October of the same year the Missouri River and Land
Improvement and Construction Company, a Kansas corpora-
tion, was authorized by Congress to build a bridge within one
mile north and one mile south and east of the mouth of the
Kansas river. {4) In 1880 the Kansas City Terminal Railway
Company, another Kansas corporation, was authorized by Con-
gress to build a bridge over the Missouri river between Wyar-
dotte and Platte counties at or near Kansas City, Kansas but
not over ten miles above the Hannibal and St. Joe bridge. (6)

The year 18go was a red letter year for bridge building, on
paper. Congress renewed the iranchises to the Missouri River

SEVENTH STRRELET
Forty-Seventh Congress, 2d sesslon, Chap. 100, pg. 432. Mar. 3, 1833,
Forty-Ninth Congress, 1st session, Chap. 344, pe. 62. May 17. 1886,
Ibid., Chap. 350, pe. 368, DMay 17, 1884,

Fiftieth Congress. 1st session. Chap. 666, pg. 312, July 17, 1838,
Ibid., Chapter. 1096, pg. 5556. Oect. 12, 1888.

Ibid., 2nd session, Chap. 312, pg. 7Bl March 1, 1889,
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and Land Improvement and Construction Company (7) and to
the Kansas City Terminal Railway Company (8) and granted
a franchise to the Wyandotte County Bridge and Terminal
Company, another Kansas corporation, to construct a bridge
across the Missouri river within one mile above and one mile
below Quindaro. (9) This made three live franchise for a
bridge over the Missouri river in the vicinity of Quindaro. No
wonder the “Forty Years Ago” column in the newspaper was
able to say—"Quindaro is more or less agitated about its selec-
tion as the place to start a bridge across the Missouri to land
near Parkville. The new bridge is underway and will divert
a large portion of the rich Platte county trade and bring a new
railroad from the north.” (10)

The announcement that the bridge is underway must have
been rather premature as no bridge was built and the three
franchises expired by limitation.

In 1898 the Kansas City, North Eastern and Gulf Railway
Company, a Kansas corporation was authorized by Congress to
construct a bridge over the Missouri river at what is known as
Quindaro in Wyandotte county. (11) This franchise was ex-
tended in 1902 (12) and again in 1904. (13)

In 1902, the Kansas City Outer Beit and Electric Railroad
Company, a Kansas corporation, was authorized by Congress to
build a bridge across the Mlissouri river between the counties of
Wyandotte and Clay. (14) This franchise was revised and ex-
tended in 1908 (15)

For twenty years the agitation for a bridge seems to have
ceased. Then in 1928, a franchise was given for a bridge, over
the Missouri, to the Interstate Bridge Company. (16) This
company was one of the subsidiaries of the VWoods Brothers
who were then exploiting the industrial district north and west
of the mouth of the Kansas river. This {ranchise was
renewed in 1929 (17) and again in 1930. (18) Woods

7. PFifty-First Congress. 1st session, Chap. 6, pg. 3. Feb. 6, 1890.

8. Ibid. Chap. 636, pg. 183. June 28, 1890.

S, Ibid. Chap. 1253, pg. 643,

10. Kansas City Star, May 20, 1929.

11. Fifty-Fifth Congress, 1st session, Chap. 452, pg. 471. June 15, 1898.
12. TFifty-Seventh Congress, Ist session, Chap. 504, pe. 102. Apr. 15, 1962,
13. FIfty-Eighth Congress, 1st session, Chap. 1141, pg. 169. Apr. 11, 1904.
14. Fifty-Seventh Congress, Ind session. Chap. 3, pg. 274, Dec. 17, 1902,
15. Sixtieth Congress, 1st session, Chap. 180, pg. 169, May 20, 1908,
16. BSeventielh ConBress, Isi{ session, Chap. 681. May 20, 1928

17. Ibid., 2nd session, Chap. 567, pg. 1530. Mar. 2, 1929,

18. Seventy-IFirst Congress, June 30, 1930.
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Brothers, after spending approximately $25,000 in securing the
franchise, including solicitation at the Capitol and in engineer-
ing fees, abandoned the project. (19)

Late in the fall of 1928, the Greater Kansas City Regional
Plan Association was formed. It was composed of public
spirited citizens and business men and its purpose was to pro-
mote development in the six counties surrounding Kansas City,
to-wit: Leavenworth, Wyandotte and Johnson in Kansas and
Platte, Clay and Jackson in Missouri. Harry S, Truman, then
the presiding judge of the Jackson county court, now United
States senator, was president and Frank A. Davis, then a repre-
sentative from Wyandotte county in the Kansas Legislature,
was the secretary. There was one vice-president for each of
the six counties.

A preliminary survey satisfied the organization that there was
a need for additiona] crossings over the Missouri river. The
Interstate Bridge Company, having abandoned its efforts to
secure a bridge over the river, offered to assign its franchise to
this new organization. A meeting was held at Platte City,
Missouri, April 27, 1929, to consider the proposition. It was
attended by representatives from all of the six counties, except
Leavenworth. The proposal met with an enthusiastic reception
from the assembled planners and a conmittee was appointed to
promote a bridge.

It was soon determined that railroad participation in the
project was a secondary matter and that the bridge should be
promoted as a highway project only. Secretary Davis was in-
structed to enter into negotiations with a munber of toll bridge
organizations with a view of interesting them in the project.
The activity of Secretary Davis resulted in interesting the
Strauss Engineering Corporation of Chicago, the concern that
designed and is now supervising the building of the Golden
Gate Bridge at San Francisco. An extensive survey, made by
engineers under the direction of the Strauss Corporation,” re-
sulted in a report that there was a potential annual revenue of
approximately $265,000 to be had for a new bridge. As the
result of many conferences an agreement was reached to form
a holding company and to employ Joseph B. Strauss to design
and superintend the building of a bridge.

On February 18, 1930, the Regional Bridge Company, a
Delaware corporation was formed. It was decided that the

19, Kansasg City Kansan, April 28, 1929
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bridge should be located at or near the extension of the Hal-
lock road in the [Fairfax district and a contract was made with
Strauss to design and superintend the building of a bridge. The
plans for the bridge were approved by the War Departinent
April 11, 1931. (20)

In the meantime another extension of the bridge franchise
had been secured, but this would expire on May 22, 1931. It
was necessary to start work in order to save the franchise so
on April 21, 1931, ground was broken on the south approach
and some grading was done. Government engineers ruled that
this was not work on the bridge. One of them is reported as-
saying :—"‘You have a permit to build a bridge. A bridge is
that part of a structure built over the water lines consisting of
piers, footings, and floors, but not approaches. As soon as you
tell us that operations are to begin we will send our inspector
to the site and he will report back that construction has started.
That will hold the franchise.” (21)

Preparations were at once made to begin the driving of pileing
for the bridge piers. A contract was let to do this work on the
Missouri side of the river. Then ‘the rains came and the con-
tractor, finding it impossible to get his machinery across the
river bottom, threw up his contract. But three days were left
until the franchise would expire. A Wyandotte contractor
thought he could get to the river from the Kansas side and he
was given a hurry up contract. Still it rained and this com-
tractor mired down with his machinery. Secretary Davis mobil-
ized a house mover’s outfit and pulled the contractor out of the
mud and onto the river. Then the pile drivers began to hum
and at eleven o’clock on the night of May 21, 1931, in a pouring
rain, and just one hour before the franchise would have expired,
the government inspector said enough had been done and that
he would report that operations had started.

The depression was now on and private capital would not
back the bridge program. An appeal was made to the Recon-
struction Finance Corporatior Tor a million dollar loan but this
was given scanty consideration. It soon developed that the
“bridge company was the victim of an Engineer’s feud between
Strauss and the engineers in the R. ¥. C. The Reconstruction
Finance Company was the only “city of refuge” for the bridge
company and this it could not enter with Strauss. In a $50.00

29. Kansas City Star, Apr. 11, 1831.
21. Kansas City IKansan, May 5 1931
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long distance telephone tall, Strauss was eliminated. The R.
[. C. had said that all it could see in the project was a potential
revenue of $55,000 a year. That was enough to carry a loan
of $600,000. New enginecers were employed. Revised plans
were made, reducing the bridge roadway from twenty-nine to
twenty feet, and a new application was made to the R. F. C.
for $600,000. This was granted and a four party agreement
was made between the Regional Bridge Company, the State
Highway Departments of Kansas and Missouri and the city of
Kansas Citv, Kansas, for the building of the bridge. Among
other provisions in this contract was that the city must com-
plete certain parts of the Seventh Street Trafficway so this bridge
contract may be aptly described as the spur that compelled the
building of the Katy-I'risco viaduct and the opening of other
sections of the Traftficway.

On May 27, 1933, a contract was let to the Kansas City Dridge
Company to build the bridge for $511,500. The work was done
with speed aud on Sept. 27, 1934 the bridge was accepted by
the Regional Bridge Company and immediately turned over to
the Missouri and Kansas Tighway Departments. Frank A.
Davis, who had been the active manager of the bridge move-
ment and through whose efforts the franchise was saved. was
made manager during the liquidation period.

Some delay was had in the paving of the Missouri approach
to the bridge and the structure was not opened until Sunday,
May 12, 1935. This was advertised as a free day and the news-
papers reported the next day that 14,525 cars with an estimated
passenger list of over 50,000 had crossed the bridge before mid-
night. (22)

Toll charges have been fixed by the two state departments:

Single erossing, MOLOF CAT ciecvsans . st imsnviss 15¢C
Additional passengers ....................... 5C
Truck, less than two tous ...... i D R & . 25C
Trucks, aliove twe tONS & ee o kit sy usihesss 40¢
Passenger vehicle, for hire, and driver ......... 20¢
Passengers, pedestrians or bicycle ............. 5¢C
Teams Anll WAGOH s » cwsBort 38 s 2 exwd @R § = I5C
Horse and. tider & .55 g cmilebas 0 s ins eema g 5 10¢C

When these tolls liquidate the debt the bridge will become a
free roadway.
The bridge is maintained as a part of the interstate high-

22. Kansas City Times, May 13, 1035
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way system, the expense incident to its operation and upkeep
being shared equally Dbetween the two states of Kansas and
Missouri. All monies collected for tolls goes to paying the
$600,000 debt to the R. 7. C.

A hundred years before the granting of the franchise for this
bridge people were crossing [rom Missouri into Kansas by
ferrv. It is interesting to see the changes in transportation
methods that a century has wrought and to compare the
schedules. The old schedules were: (23)

For a loaded wagon and team ............ ... $2.00
Empty wagon and team

..................... 1.00
Loaded cart and team - . ... ................. 1.OO
Dearborn, or gig, and horse ................. 6214
Mah, 8 NATSE .. .sscssdny headis - eRoEESEEbE 37
SINEle PETROM w . v v ovuwees w8 4 02 0H S amERTR:E BB 83
Horses each . .............. W3 R P 1 2 1834
Sheep, hogs and cattle, each ... .o .vavvasisee .03

This regional bridge is 2486.5 feet long from end to end, not
including the dirt fills. It stands 55 feet above standard high
water, its thirteen spans resting on fourteen piers. Upright
lights on its top serve as a signal to airplanes while other lights
on its top serve as a signal to airplanes while other lights along
the lower side of the deck provide signals for boats. It is built
of steel and concrete, 4,121,663 pounds of steel and approxi-

mately 1,300 cubic vards of concrete being used in its con-
struction.

At each end of this structure there is a plate which says:
FAIRFAX BRIDGE
Initiated by
GrEaTER Kawsas Crry REGIONAL PLAN AsSOCIATION
Financed by
RECONSTRUCTION FINANCE CORPORATION
In Cooperation with
STATE HIGHWAY COMMISSION OF KANSAS
STATE HIGHWAY COMMISSION OF MISSOURI
CTY OF KANSAS CITY, KANSAS
PLLATTE COUNTY, MISSOURI
WYANDOTTE COUNTY- KANSAS
REGIONAL BRIDGE COMPANY
Sverdrup & Parcel Kansas City Bridge Company
Consulting Engineers Contractors,

28. Deatherage. History of Gréater Kansas City. pg. 137
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THE OFFICIAL SEVENTH STREET TRAFFICWAY

The 1929 session of the Kansas Legislature found the advo-
cates of a bridge across the Kansas river at Seventh street on
hand seeking for a law that would compel the building of the
bridge. It was being suggested that the citv authorities be given
authority to designate a trafficway and to provide for its -
provement. If this could be put across it would mean the
opening of Seventh street and the huilding of the much desired
bridge. TFrank A. Davis, the Secretary of the Greater Kansas
City Regional Plan Association. was a member of the Legisla-
ture from Wyandotte countv. He had been in Washington in
the interests of a transcontinental highway, had seen the “pork
barrel” in operation, and had realized that it was easier to build
a number of highways than it was to build just one. He sug-
gested to the committee that instead of one traffieway they pro-
vide for a complete system of trafficways and so make the foes
of Seventh street the friends and advocates of the greater plan.
This plan worked and. out of the Legislative mill. there came
a law which authorized the governing body of Kansas City,
Kansas to establish and designate ten main arterial trafficways
across the city and to improve the same, charging one half the
expense to the city at large and one half to a Denefit dis-
trict. {24)

Acting under this authority the City Commissioners on May
7, 1920 passed an ordinance establishing the Seventh Street
Trafficway. (25) The ordinance was crudely drawn and had
to be amended. (26) The new ordinance designated Seventh
street from the city limits on the north to the citv limits on the
south as the Seventh Street Trafficway and divided it into five
sections as follows:

Section 1. From the city limits on the north to the Quindaro
Boulevard trafficway.

Section 2. From the Quindaro Boulevard Trafficway on the
north to Kansas Avenue on the south. ;

Section 3. From Kansas avenue on the north to the Kansas
river on the south.

Section 4. From the Kansas river on the north to the South-
west Boulevard Trafficwav on the south.

Section 5. From the Southwest Boulevard Trafficway on the
north, over Rainhow Boulevard. to the city limits on the south.

24. Laws, 1929, Chap. 132, pg. 203, Feb. 23, 1828,
'26. Ordinance 25047, Passed May 7, 1920,
26. Ordinance 26826, Passed April 11, 1933
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Connecting sections three and four was the Kansas river
which was not «lesignated as a part of the trafficway.

Fach section of the trafficway constituted a major problem
of its own and many ordinances were passed, many contracts
for work were made, and many benefit districts were established
hefore the work was finally completed. The history of this
part of the trathcway can only be followed by taking it up
section by section.

SECTION 1 OF THE TRAFFICWAY
Section 1 of the Seventh Street Trafficway is the section from
the city limits on the ntorth to Seventh street and the Quindaro
Boulevard Trafficway. There were no streets that could be fol-
lowed to advantage in this section and so a new diagona! street
was cut from Quindaro, down through the ravine known as
Rattle Bone Hollow, to connect with Hallock road. It costs
the city at large and the henefit district approximately $63,000
to secure the right of way for this section. The work of grad-
ing, paving. etc.. was done bv the Kansas State Highway Cam-
mission and was one of the federal aid projects allotted to Kan-
sas. The contract for this work was let by the Kansas Com-
mission on January 19th, 1935, to Tobin Construction Co. for
$91,000.00.
SECTION 2z OF THE TRAFFICWAY
Section 2 of the Seventh Street Trafficway. heing that por-
tion from Quindaro on the north to Kansas Avenue on the south
was improved, under the provisions of the Trafficway Act, in
three sections. The street was widened from Montana to San-
dusky and from New Jersey to Quindaro. TLand for the widen-
ing of the street amounted to $366,643.84. The cost of grad-
ing, curbing, guttering and paving amounted to $241,644.49.
These expenditures were apportioned one half to the city at
large and one half to a benefit district. The bridge over Jersey
creek was built as a separate proposition at a cost of $24,285.65.
Including the cost of the Seventh street viaduct makes the ex-
pense of this section of the trafficway $814,424.60. The work
was commenced in the summer of 1830 and completed in
1832. (27)
THE SEVENTH STREET VIADUCT
The link in the Seventh street Trafficway which spans the
tracks of the Union Pacific and Rock Island railroads in Armour-
dale is commonly known as the Seventh Street Viaduct. It was

27, Ordinances 21218, 26611, 26381, 26566 and 26694.
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more than forty years in the making before it took its present
form.

At the second meeting of the council in the newly consolidated
city of Kansas City, Kansas, held April 13, 1886, the Mayor
recommmended to the council the necessity of the grading and
paving with cedar blocks of some street running at right angles
to Minnesota, say 4th, sth or 6th street in Wyandotte to where
it would intersect with Missouri Avenue in Armstrong. (28)
No vision as yet of a city with a cross town trafficway.

Two years went by before an effort was made to connect the
Wyandotte and Artnourdale sections of the city with a viaduct.
Then the council appointed a committee to confer with the rail-
roads regarding such a viaduct. (29) Five months later the
council passed an ordinance declaring it necessary to have such
a viaduct over the railroad tracks. (30} Negotiations with the
railroad companies were held and the ordinance was repealed.
The next year another ordinance for a viaduct was passed and
under this the viaduct was built in 1890. (31) One half of the
cost was borne by the railroads and the other half by the general
public. This viaduct went out with the 1903 flood and was
replaced with a second one that was worn out.

The agitation for a new viaduct began as early as 1916. The
city commissioners passed an ordinance declaring that the old
viaduct was unsafe and requiring the railroads to build a new
one. (32) For eight years the railroads stalled. Several ordi-
nances were passed requiring the building of a new viaduct but
it was not until May, 1924 that any action was had. Then an
agreement was reached with the railroads and the present via-
duct was built. (33)

The new viaduct was officially opened on March 1, 1926 (34)
and another important link in the great north and south traffic-
way was completed.

Up to the time of the building of this third viaduct Seventh
street at the north approach had been a closed street. Traffic
went around the hill and came up to the viaduct on a curve.
Seventh street was now opened and widened and a straight
street was thus provided from Quindaro Boulevard on the north
across the viaduct to Kansas avenue on the south.

28. Council Minutes, pg. 6.

30. Ordinance §20. Passed Sept. 26, 1888
31. Ordinance 835. Passed June 4, 1888
32. Ordinance 14369. Passed Nov. 2, 1816.
33. Ordinance 21151, Passed May 6, 1924,



338 Histovic Spots

SECTION 3 OF THE TRATFTFICWAY

Section 3 of the Seventh Street Trafficway. being that portion
irom Kansas avenue on the rorth to the Kansas river on the
south, was improved in 1933 and 1934. The State Highway
Commission, before it would build a bridge across the Kansas
river, required that Sevenih street niust be opened through
Shawnee Park, just a block south of Kansas Avenue. A sur-
vey was made by the city as to the land needed to be condemned
for widening this part of the trafficway to make it conform to
the approaches to the Kansas river hridee. (35) Appraisers
were appointed by the district court and the necessary land was
appropriated. Law suits were numerous and various changes
were made in the ordinances before matters were finally adjusted.
A new ordinance was passed for the grading, paving and curb-
ing of this section and a new benefit district was created. (36)
On October 4th, 1933, the contract for repaving this stretch
of the trafficway from Kansas Avenue to Pawnee Avenue, to a
width of hfty-two feet, with brick, was let to Brown Bros., for
$83.507. J. A. Tobin was given the contract for a ten inch
concrete street from Pawnee Avenue to the bridge approach for
$8,188. (37) Previous to this letting the city had paid $1,160
for moving the Spanish War cannon. which stood in the line of
the new route through Shawnee Park, to another site and for
the erection of 2 six foot high wire fence along each side of
the trafficway through the Shawnee Park, s il

A
THE SEVENTH STREET BRIDGE

No link in the entire Seventh Street Trafficway caused as
much discussion, law making, and dissention through the years
as did the bridge over the Kansas river at Seventh street, but
it had to be built or there could be no cross town trafficway.

In the early days of bridge building iron bridges had been
built over the Kansas river at Fifth and Twelith streets. They
were two of the sixteen bridges in Wyandotte county that went
out with the 1903 flood. The emergency legislation, passed by
the flood session of the 1903 Legislature, provided for the re-
building of these two bridges, along with seven others, in Wyan-
dotte county. The cost of the Twelfth street bridge was fixed
at $75,000 and that of the Fifth strect bridge at $40,000. When

2

34. Kansas City Journal, March 2, 1926.

36. Ordinance 26670. Passed Nov. 8 1032.

36. Ordinance 26978. Passed July 14, 1938

37. Kansas City Star, Oct. 24, 1933

3§, Laws, 1903, Special session, Chap. 33, pe. 39,
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constructed these bridges were to become forthwith city bridges.
These two bridges were rebuilt in accordance with this special
law. (38)

That the vision of a Seventh Street Trafficway had not yet
appeared to the far secing town builders must be apparent for,
if it had, it would have been an easy matter to have shifted the
Fifth street bridge location up the river a couple of blocks to
the point where Quay street, afterwards 7th, came to the river.
As a matter of fact there was no Seventh street. in the year
1903, in the vicinity of the Kansas river, except on paper. Seventh
street bridge, as an apple of discord, was not cast into the arena
until six years later.

Beginning with the year 1909 and extending to the year
1923 there were five special acts passed the Legislature for the
building of a bridge at Seventh street and five times the project
met with failure.

The first Act was passed by the Legislature of 1909. {39) It
authorized the county commissioners to reconstruct, remove and
relocate bridges in a drainage district, when requested so to do,
and to issue bonds in payment without a vote of the people. The
bonds thus issued were not to be counted in fixing the limit of
the bonded indebtedness. [t was an emergency measure to en-
able counties to meet the requirements of the United States or
of any drainage district organized under the laws of the state.
(41) Tt was intended, by its promoters, to authorize the build-
ing of a new bridge, at or in the vicinity of Seventh street, at a
place where there was no bridge. This eflfort failed because the
county commissioners could not be induced to act under its
provisions.

By 1913 it was evident that Rosedale was to become a part
of Kansas City, Kansas, and those interested in a better street
connection with the Rosedale section made a second effort to
secure a bridge over the river. They secured the. passage of an
Act (41) which authorized the county commissioners to use
any portion of an old iron bridge in the building of a new bridge
within two miles of the old site, and to issue bonds not to
exceed $250,000, to pay the cost, without an election being held.
Its sole purpose was to secure the building of a new bridge over
the river at Seventh street. Again the project failed as the

county commissioners would not act.

39, Laws, 1909, Chap. 64, pg. 110.
40, State vs. Wyandotte, 101 Kansas #30.
41. Laws. 1913, Chap. 6%, pg. 112



340 | Historic Spots

In 1919 a third effort was made. This time the Legislature
amended the 1913 Act (42) raising the limit of bonds that
might be issued, without a vote, to $480,000. Still the county
commissioners would not act.

The fourth effort came in 1921. The Terminal Railroad had
been given a franchise by Kansas City. Some of its tracks ran
within 1500 feet of the Kansas river and by the terms of its
franchise it was required to build viaducts to connect, whenever
the river was bridged. An Act was passed by the Legislature
(43) providing that in any county, where such a franchise
existed, the county commissioners could build bridges at a cost
of not to exceed one million dollars per bridge and issue bonds
in payment without any bond election being held. On April
21st. the county commissioners passed an order to build a bridge
at Seventh street and to issue a million dollars worth of bonds
to pay for the same. (44) On July 8th, the commissioners went
into the district court, stating that they were in doubt as to the
true meaning of the law, and asking for a declaratory judg-
ment. (45} Upon a hearing being had Judge McCamish held
that the law was special legislation, unconstitutional and void,
and that the commissioners were not authorized to build a bridge
under its provisions. The commissioners appealed the case to
the Supreme Court where the opinion of Judge McCamish was
affirmed. (46) ¢

In 1923 a fifth effort was made to get a bridge across the
river at Seventh street. Up to this time Seventh street had
never been opened up to the Kansas river either to the north or
the south bank. (47) An Act was passed by this Legislature
(48) which provided that the county commissioners might con-
struct a bridge at a point where a public street extended would
cross a river and issue bonds for the payment of the same. Qne
provision of the law was that if within a limited time 25% of
the tax payers petitioned for an election then a referendum
should be held. Governor Davis vetoed the bill and it was

42. Laws, 1919, Chap. 1061, pg. 143.

43. Laws, 1821, Chap. 88, DE. 147

44¢. Commissloners Mirutes, Book R, pg. 497

46. Board of County Commiseloners va. Kansas City, etal., case 16214-A.
Distriet Court, Wyandotte county.

46. Beard of County Commissioners vs. City of Xansaa City, 112
Kansans 639,

47. Ordinance 19626, paesed Feb. 27, 1923, opened Seventh atrsst to
harbor line on north stde of the river to forty feet.

48. Laws, 1923, Chapter 76, DpE. 118.
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passed over his veto. So anxious was the state senate to take
a fall out of the Governor that it passed the bill over his veto
before it had an official knowledge that a veto had been had.

The county commissioners passed a resolution to build a bridge
at Seventh street and to pay for the same with a bond issue. (49)
They followed this up with a second resolution reciting that as
no election had been asked for, by 25% of the taxpayers, the:
county engineer should proceed to draw plans for the bridge. (50)

O. H. Ashley, and 238 other plaintiffs, filed a suit in the
district court asking for an injunction restraining the commis-
sioners from building the bridge. On a hearing being had
Judge McCamish held that the law was a special act and so was
in violation of the constitution, and issued the restraining
order. (51) An appeal was taken to the supreme court where
the order of Judge McCamish was affirmed. (52)

Here the desired Seventh street bridge rested until the enér-
gency act of 1932 was passed. Then the matter was taken up
with the state highway commission by citizens who had been
classed as opponents of the bridge because they had opposed the
efforts made to force a bond issue without a referendum vote,
and that body was induced to make the Seventh Street Bridge
one of its projects. Part of the requirements of the highway
department were that the city of Kansas City, Kansas should
furnish the plans for the bridge without expense to the state
and that the railroads should build the necessary viaducts span-
ning their tracks. On August 18, 1932, the city employed engi-
neers to draw plans for the bridge (53) and on November 23rd,
1932 the state let the contract for building the bridge to the
Kansas City Structural Steel Co. The cost of this bridge was
approximately a half million of dollars of which approximately
$140,000 was borne by the city of Kansas City, Kansas and the
Santa Fe and Terminal railways:

FROM THE KANSAS RIVER TO SOUTHWEST
BOULEVARD ’

The trail for that section of the Seventh Street Trafficway,
which leads from the Kansas river through the hills, across the
Turkey creek valley and over the Katy-Frisco tracks to South-

4%. Commissioners Minutes, Book S, pg. 272.

60. Ibid, pg. 442.

61. Ashley vs. Board of County Commiasioners, cage 22038-A, Dlatrict
Court, Wyandotte county.

§2. Ashley vs. Board of County Commissioners, 121 Kansas 408.

53. Ordinance 26593.
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west Boulevard, was blazed in 1868, when Major J. K. Hudson,
then a resident of Wyandotte county, and 16 others, petitioned
the county commissioneers for a road starting from Mackajack
on the Shawneetown and Westport road, north and west across
Turkey creek, to the Kansas river bottom “to intersect with the
road leading from the Delaware Kerry to the pontoon bridge.”
(54) The petition was granted, viewers appointed and the road
surveyed. Sam Parsons, the county surveyor in his report said:
“The line is crooked and hilly but is as well located as the nature
of the country will admit and is much needed by the citizens
along the line.” (55)

The road was established Jan. 4, 1869 and is designated on
the road records as the J. K. Hudson road. (56) There was
nothing in the record to show how wide this road was to be
but for fifteen years it was ample for all public needs. Mean-
time Rosedale had come into the picture and Mill street had-
followed the line of the old road from the Southwest Boulevard
across Turkey creek and the railroad tracks.

In 1884 S. S. Ely, and others, petitioned for a road from the
center of Mill strect, 60 feet wide, along the center of the old
road to the Shawnee and Kansas road. This petition was granted
and the new road was established. (57) In 1907 the S. 8. Ely
road was extended, a width of 6o feet, from its junction with
the Shawnee and Kansas road to the Kansas river at Quay street
in Potomac Heights Addition. (58) The name of Quay street
was afterwards changed to Seventh street and as it was the
only available approach to the river from the south side it helps
to explain why the cross town trafficway boomers fought so
long and so persistently for a bridge across the river at Seventh
street.

In 1923 the city conumissioners passed an ordinance declaring
Quay street from Metropolitan to Packard; Packard to the
Shawnee road; the S. S. Ely road from Shawnee road to Mill
street; and Mill street to the Southwest Boulevard to be traffic
strects to be known as the Seventh Street Trafficway. The
purpose being, so the ordinance declared, to create a thorough-

=3
fare and trafficway connecting the north and southeasterly por-

54, Commissioners Minutes, Book B, pg. 222 Oct. 5, 1868.

55. Road Record A. pg. 176

56. Commissioners Minutes, Beok B, pg. 244. Jan. 4, 1869

57. Ibid., Ronk ¥, pgs. 472 and §72. Oct. 8. 1884 and Jan. 7, 1885
58, Ibid., pg. °18. '
59. Ordinance 19602 Passed Feh., 22 140
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tions of Kansas City, Kansas and making the two sections of
the city accessable one to the other. (59) It is interesting to
note that this is the first appearance of the name “Seventh Street
Trafficway.” Later this became Section 4 of the Seventh Street
Trafficway and in 1934 was graded, curbed and paved from the
Kansas river bridge to the viaduct at Mill street.

THE KATY-FRISCO VIADUCT

Agitation for a viaduct over the tracks of the Katy and
Frisco roads at Mill street in Rosedale began early. In 1903
the Katy wanted some special favors from the city of Rosedale
and these were given to it by a city ordinance. (60) One
section of this ordinance provided that whenever the mayor and
council of Rosedale found that the volume of traffic along Mill
street reasonably so required, the Missouri, Kansas and Texas
Railway Co., would construct a viaduct over its tracks on that
street. By 19z7 the agitation had reached the point where blue
prints had been drawn for a proposed viaduct at Mill street.
In 1929 the Seventh Street Trafficway, which up to this time
had been “without form and void,” emerged from the dark-
ness and the stretch from the Kansas river to the Southwest
Boulevard, which up to this time had been all the Seventh Street
‘Trafficway there was, became Section 4 of the now from city
limits to city limits trafficway.

Following closely upon the establishment of the Seventh
Street Trafficway, the Rosedale Civic Club renewed its agita-
tion for a viaduct at Mill street. Frank Rushton and Fraunk A.
Davis were appointed to ascertain the attitude of the two rail-
roads in regard to this particular viaduct as a part of the cross
town trafficway. (61) After more than a year and a haif of
conferences, which got no where, the Club, through this com-
mittee, went before the city commissioners and asked them to
act. On January 21, 1931, the commissioners passed an ordi-
nance declaring it necessary for the safety and protection of the
public that a viaduct, with the approaches thereto, be constructed
on Mill street from the Southwest Boulevard to Fitzgerald road
across the tracks of the Missouri- Kansas and Texas and the
St. Louis, San Francisco Railway companies and that this
should be done at the expense of the two railway companies. (62)

The “Frisco”, then in the hands of receivers, promptly fled

§0. Rosedale ordinance 335. Pussed Oct. 15, 1905.
1. Kansas City Kansan, April 30, 19290
62. Ordinance 25985. Passed Jan. 21, 1931,
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to the federal court for relief, alleging that it was unreasonable
to demand a viaduct at Mill street when there was no connect-
ing bridge across the Kansas river. A temporary injunction was
secured which held matters up for a couple of years. Then the
Regignal Bridge Company, formetl to build a bridge across the
Missouri river, to connect with the Seventh Street Trafficway,
furnished the lever that pried the jam loose. The Reconstruc-
tion Finance Corporation was ready to furnish the money to
build the bridge across the Missouri river, but it was not will-
ing to help improve a highway that had a dead end, stopping in
a maze of railroad tracks, so it wrote into its contract with the
bridge company and the other interested parties, which included
Kansas City, Kansas, that the city must compel the building of
this viaduct, to effect the use of the Seventh Street Trafficway
from the south end of the bridge, then being built by the Kansas
State Highway Commission across the Kansas river, to the
Southwest Boulevard. (63)

This brought matters to a head and after a good deal of
negotiation a four party agreement was worked out between
Kansas City, Kansas, the State Highway Commission and the
two railroads. It was estimated that the viaduct and approaches
would cost $314-400. The railroads were to furnish one half
of this amount which was to be apportioned 55% to the “Katy”
and 45% to the “Frisco.” The city was to furnish such addi-
tional right of way as might be needed and was to pay $25,000
in cash. The Highway Commission was to build the viaduct.
(64) The Highway Commission let the contract for the via-
duct to the Tobin and Scherer Construction Company. The
viaduct was finished in 1934 and the approaches early in 1935.
The viaduct was thrown open for travel April 23rd, 1935, and
another link in the great cross town trafhicway was forged. (65)

SECTION 5 OF THE TRAFFICWAY

Section 5 of the Seventh Street Tfafficway, being that part
from the Southwest Boulevard on' the north to the city limits
on the south, is still in the making. It is a well paved street now
from 39th to 44th streets, but needs widening to conform to
the rest of the trafhicway and to take care of the increased travel
that will come over it. Steps have already been taken to do

53. Contract, section 7, par. c.
84. Ordinance 27088, passed Oct. 13, 1933 and 27141, passed Dec. 1, 1935.
66. Kansas Clty Star, ADril 24, 193s5.
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this and the necessary survey has been made. (Ordinance 26957.
Passed June 27, 1933,) (66)

ESTIMATED COST OF SEVENTH STREET

1. Missouri approach and road connections...... $200,000.00
2. Fairfax bridge . ........ ... ........ I 600,000.00
3. Hallock road and bridge approach .. ......... 52,000.00
4. Missouri Pacific viaduct ... .. ... ......... 118,000.00
5. City limits to Quindaro:
Condemuabang ¢ o saw weoe:in e $63,646.45
Improvements {contract) ..... .. 9I,000.09
$162,136.54

6. Quindaro to Kahsas Avenue:
Condemnations, Montana to Wash. $204,199.65
Condemnat’ns, New Jersey to Quind. 178937.95 383,137.60
Improvements, Montana to Wash.. . 266,600.96

Improvements, Wash. to tracks.... 55,473.04
Improvements, tracks to Quindaro 72,874.52 354,494.12
Seventh Street Viaduct ................... 225,079.65
Jersey Creek Bridge ......... R T ... 24,285.65
7. Kansas Avenue to the river:
Kansas to Pawnee .......... e 82,403.49
Cheyenne to bridge approach ... .. 8,852.41
Fencing Shawnee Park ....... w 1,343.82
92,599-72
Bl Kansas aiver bridge i sii et itanieiisauimiaals 455,084
9. Approaches to bridge: North....... 885241
South....... 60,673.87 75526.28
10. Kansas River to 5. W. Blvd.:
Katy-Frisco viaduct ............ 314,400.00
ISNPFENERTENES gepptss - § <dnappas QI,014.11
SlaWHee OVETPASS auys s peves 19,411.00
Metropolitan approach .......... 31,962.70
Condemnation to TFeb 14, 1935.... 86,042.00 ”
Ordinance 27,529
Ordinance 27,602
TE. S, W, Blvd. to City limits:
Condemnations (Estimated} .............. 75,000.00
Improvements (Estimated) ............... 200'000.00
12. Johnson county road (Estimated} .. .. %5,000.00

13. Sixth street Auxiliary:
66. Ordinance 26957. Passed June 27, 1833.
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Condemnations to Feb. 14, 1935 ... 67,357.00
Condemnations Ordinance 27601
Condemnations Ordinance 27603

Improvements {Contract) ........ 58,741.00
14. Minnesota Auxiliary:

Condemnations to Aug. 8, 1933 .. . 37280.00

(Ord. 27,010)

Condemnations (Estimated) ..... 30,000.00

TImprovements (Contract) ......
Improvements {Estimated) ...... 293,000.00
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De Fries road
Delaware Agency Crossing—see Grint-
er's ferry, .
Delaware and Mohegan Baptist Mis
sion Church = i,
Delaware Baptist Clurch
Delaware Baptist Mission
Delaware Cemetery
—description . 68
—location ... -
—monuments .
Delaware City
Delaware Indians
—agency huilding

p 3 R
34, 73 74, 77, 146

—annuity ... 48
~hlacksmith 8h 32
—cade lands te f"ovcrnmcn 30

—chiefs given trust fund .
—code of laws adopted ...
—eolenize in Wyandotte and Teaven- ..
worth counties ... .30, 32
—council camp on White river ... 2%
—couneil camp forks of Kans‘m and

—council house . 32, 35. 149
—crossing
—described
—lestroy Pawnee
—diminished reserve
—enlist as soldiers .
—terry
—forbzdden te leave reservation........
—povernment  activities among

—last payment

—Jast secalp dan

—mentioned 12 25 97 103, 114, 122, 218
—move in 1867 . 28
—pay house . 28
—peace with Pa . 33
—Sarcoxieville treaty .31
-—school fund . 58
—SCNUES  wriiiiinie 138
—sell lands to Wyandnts 28, 114
—=size of brihe.. 127,

—ten mile autlﬂ
Delaware Methodist Mission
—history
—laeation™
—mentioned

Historic Spots

Delaware Moravian Mission
—deseription ..........
—established 1837
—location ...

Delaware Post Ofice
—description
first post office in Kansas

Diminished Reserve ..

Denver, J. W. 193
De Sota .. 19
Diggs, Ann 26

Dimmock, Charles

—Government Civil Tlngmeer
Document, 160 -
Daﬂ'c]meym‘. D. b

—mentianed .

named as one of “the Bt Apoﬁtles
Bolley; Az Jo st s
Dorseifer, Rev. Father A.

Douglas, Stephen A, chairmun com-

mittee on Territories

Downes, Arthur B., post

Doyle. Thomas

Dronght, E. W. 5.

Dunbar, Rev., wvisits Delaware
Shawnee Missions

Duncan, Gen. B. H.

Dunean, Rolla

Dunfree, Thomas .
Dunnings hall
Duriree, the ..
Duvall, Charles
Dyer, member co X

the Provisional Gevernment .
Diyer, John

Eastern Star
Edgewater grant
FEdwards, 1. A.
Edwardsville

180

mentioned ... .33, 34,73, 146, 170
Eldridge. Shaler ‘N

—mentioned .. 178, 176, 238
Ridridge, T. B. 238

Election frauds. D
Tllis, Congressman ..
Flmore. Mrs. Nellie .
Ely road =
Tly. 5. S,
Tmbree. Miss Emily
Ewmbree, Dr. T. C.
Emerson Park ...
TFanigrant tribes
—mention
Methodists
among ..
Espenlaub, Dave
—County Commissioner
Evans, Mr. ...
TFvans, QOlivia
Fwing, Thomas Jr.
Exodusters ...
Fxtra Census bu]leti;l

.43, 45
missions

Fairfax Bridge ...
Fairfax industrial district
Fannie Lewis, The
Farlev, Lewis, charter member
Lodf&e ciicinin
Fayetteville. Va. .
Federal building ..
Ferries, Kanaas river,

—ArmStrONg i 161, 162
—Campbell, see Choutean.

—Choutean ... 161,170
—Fureka 161, 167, 168
—Grinter ; ......161, 168



W yandotte County, Kansas

—Keeler ..161, 170
—Muneie .. 161, 168
—Parish .. 161, 172
—Santa Fe Road 161, 165
—Tiblow 161, 172
—Tosaley . 68, 170

—White
—Willis W
—Wyandot Nat
Ferries, Missouri river.
—Armstrong ...
—Grant of 1857 .
—Grant of 1870 .
—XKansas & Missouri Ferry Co

—Lizzie, the ... 176
—Municipa] ferry 177
—Parks ... - 179
—Tarkville Ferry Co. 179
—Oniindaro, brst .. 178
——Quindaro. second
—~Quindaro, third
—Quindaro, fourth

—Ransom & Ceo.
—Wyandot TFerry Co.
Ferry Charges
TFerry Tract Addition ..
Fidelity Trust Company
Tifth Street Bridge
Tindley, James
—delegates to convention to orgamze
the Provisional Government ...
—Indian trader at Delaware
TFirst Gateway_ ..
First Kansas Post Office.
First Presbyterian Chureh

—erects churcl 198
—gains lot in Huron Place . 197
—mentioned 317

—sells property

First Shawnee Mission

described by TRev. Joab Spencer.... 46
Firstenberger, William, postmaster.......260
Fischer. E

mentioned .. ....252, 268, 3086, 324
Tish, Pascal, Shawnee head chief 18, 59. 60
Fisk, Julius G 78
Fitzgerald road
Fitzhugh, Thaddens ..
Five Civilized Tribes, the
Fleming, Charles -

L._ Shawnee shenﬂ'

Flood.
Floral Chapter.
Foley. Patrick
Foore, John :C.
Forest de la_Reine .
Forschler, George ...
Forsythe, Samuel E.
—gives testimony
—part owner of ferry .
Fort Conley ..o
Fort Leavenworth -
Fort Riley ...
Fort Scott ..
Fortescue, May
Forty years ago
Foster, J. Tllen
Four houses The -
Fowler, The Packer ..
Fowler Paeking Company
France -
Francis, ,Tohn,
Shawnees &5
Francis, Nannie, marr:es Cypnan “Chou-

cen 160
..243, 276, 277
308

"'é}'e"ci'i'{;'r}""'c'i{ié"f"'ié'f'"'iiié

351

tean ... . 25
Freeburg, “Mrs. S'\d:e i 2B6
Freedman's Relief Assocmtmn 207
Freedman's Umvers:t} ...200, 291, , 293
Tremont, Capt John

——communicates with Scnntor Benton

througlh Delaware Scolt wovmipin

—outiits at Cyprian Chouteau’s trad.-

ing house .. 23. 24

—sets out June 10, 1842 ..

—takes astrotomical ohservations.
French, Mr. ..
Free State Gateway, see
Friends, see Quakers

Frisco .-

Frowman, Dnvu:l

Frofl oo

Galloway, G. W.

Garlock, William et .

Garno, House ..
Garrett. Charle
—mentioned
—part owner Wyandot ferry
—soldier War of 1812 .
—testifies
Garret, Cyrus
Garrett, Edward
Garrett, Henry
—election  judge .
Garrett, Joel, part
terry ..
Garrett, R
—charter member Masonic Lodge...156
—describes Wyandot Council House 134
—mentioned 263
-—quoted .
Garrett, Theodore
Gary Plan
Gass, Pat ..
Gate City, alias The Goplher
Gates, Walker ...
Gualt. Nathan J.
Gazettc
Gerding,
Germaun M. E Chureh
Germany ...
Gihson, 1. T
(‘1]bert. M1yor »
Gillis, A, H., postmastcr
Gillis, L. J.
Ginzer, Rabbi
Glick, 8.
Gray, Mary Tenney
Goebel, W, e

owner Wyandu-t:.
111

Slmnn
""""""" 215, 217, 220, 251
320, 322
331

Gold find in Californi 138
Goodyear, ..107
Gopher, The ... pe—— ]
Geordon, Mayar W. W. .300, 310, 312
Gore, Jomathan ...

Gouger, Helen M.

Goulill, Jay ...
Gouraud. Genera]

207
“Henri 307, 309, 314, 312

Government LEngineers appointed .......... 66
Gowing, Clara. quoted......uns , 147, 148
Graham County 209
Grand Army uf the Republic. 285, 286
Grand Army rooms . 220, 322
Grandstaff, A. .20%
Grand Tower, The .. ..209

Grant, Bishop Abram ..294
Grant, General ... 158
Granville College 148
Gray Alfred ... 179,193, 13
Gray, Barzillais 222, 224, 240
Gray, Dr. George M. . iy 1. gD 1
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215, 217, 220
Plans

331, 335
= 238, 255
.248, 249, 286

Gray, Mary Tenney ...
City chmnal

Greater Kansas
Association
Greeley, Horace
Green. C. W. ..
Green, Rev. Jesse
—member committee to build Shaw-
nee Manual Labor School
—presiding  elder
Green corn feast ..
Grey Eyes
—hids farewell to Ohio .
—mentioned ...
—ordained loc:d. prcacher
Greystone ITeights ..
Grindrod Fanr'llly

Grinrad. G.

Grinrod, Mary A 124

Grinter Chapel .50
—description 49
—established 49
—tolls 49

Grinter, Tames

Grinter, Moses
—established ferry o
first permanent white settlcr
—marries Anna Marshall
—residence ..

Grund Tlotel

Gully, G. W. .

Gurley, Rev. James
—eoxpelled from  Kansas

—inentioned

Guthrie, Ahelard
—commended .o EER R
——elected delegate “to Congress reonnn. 138
Mentioned 139, 140, 144, 167, 178, 182,
183, 191, 192, 194,
—Governor Walker quoted ... 139

Guthrie, Quindaro Nancy
—daughter Wyandot Chief ..
—mentioned
—pieture
—Quindaro
—wife Abelard Guthrle

Guyer, S

Haddock. John

Half, Saniord

Hains, Charles

Hale, Lillian ... 133
Haldertnan. J. 248
Hall, Hugh . 8.9
Hail, J. L. . 215
Hall, Wiltard P. 141
Hallett, Samuel &
Hallock road ..

Handley, D. B. e
Hannon, Thomas F. 245
Hannihal, Missouri 329

Hannihal aud St. Joe bridge
Harding, President
Harling, Ethel M
Harper's ferry
Harris, Ira ..
Harris, Capt.
Harris, Senator Wm.
Harrison, GeneraI wins Battle o
CANOE . ¥
Harvey,
Haskell Institute
Hasp, Catherine
Hasp, John
Havens, Luke .
Herbert, Daniel
Heisler,
—locales sne Baptist Mission

quoted

Historic Spots

—locates site first Shawnee Mission 48
—Ilocates grave of the Prophet 89, 20, 92
—quoted 146

Heitz, H. D. .. 311

Henderson, John D., tampers with elec-
DN TELUMNE  eercermermmsrserrarrsss e, 9

Hendrick,  Sally member  Baptist
Chirch, s ssms. s .

Hendrick. Thomas T. ..

Hendrix, Bishop

—deidicates Turner Monument
—dedu:a!u the White Church.

Herald .

Herrick, H &

Hewitt. Indian Agent. expels Rev.
Guriey

Hicks, F. A. ..
Hicks, Jokn ...
Hicks, John, member Wymulot Cout-

cil
Hll]eker,

Hingham,

Hobbs, Wilson

—quoted on Baptist Mission...
—teacher Quaker Mission
Holcomb, Frank M. ...
Holiugsworth, L™ Fh &

Holt, Judge .

Home of the Friendless

Honeywell, William, locates site of the
Delaware capitol . e 39

Honnell. W. R.

Hood, Bill .

Hoover, DPreside

Hopkins, R:chard J

Huhbard, Dr. James H.

Hudson, Mayor J K., petitions for
road 342

Hughes. Wm "N Jr
Hunt, F. A. ...
HuppE Bulldmg‘
Huren Cemetery
—allotment No. 282 ...
—appropriation for up-k
—leseribed by Tucy B. Arm
—government contracts with eity..... 120
—graves marked
—reserved in IB55 treaty .
—sale resisted .. o
—secretary of Interior authorized tn
self
—soldiers buried here ..
—statute of sale repealed =
—supreme court affirms right te sell 118
Huron Place 120, 195, 315, 317, 318
Hutchings, Judg .-.282
Hyatt, Thaddeus ..

[ndependence,
[ndiana

Indians—see
—Chippewa
—Delaware
—QGros Veutres 97
—Kansas 97
—Kickapoo 97
—Munsee 97
O sage 97
—Peoria ... 97
—Pottawatomie 97
—Shawnes .venen o7
Ingalls Female Seminary 222
Ingalls, Senator ... 206, 224
Inter City Viaduct ... 105, 107
Interstate Bridge Company
Trving, Wm. & Co. W17



Wyandotte County, Kansas

Jackson County, 'Mc)'.J
James, David E.
James, L. E.
Jaquis, H. ...
Jefferson, T]mmas
—corresponds with Joehn Adams ... B8
—sends message lo Congress S L
Tenkins, Gains
Jensen, Charles
Jersey Creek ...
Jersey Creek Bridge
Joe Kinney, The ...
Johnson County, Kansas
Tohnson of Towa
Johnson, A. S,
torial house
Johnson, Ficlding ...
Tohnson. Mrs. K,
Johnsou, O. B. ..
Johnson, Rev. Thumas
—among the Shawnees W
—hegins work en first mission.
—disappointed with Delawares.
—clected delegate to Congress.
-—egleeted member  Territovial

member

frst

B,

n
cil . 1ol
ﬁeslah]:shcs ﬁrst ‘Hnwnec qusmn 25
—member of committee to  huild
Shawnee Manual Labger School .
—monument ...
—maoves o new ln:auc\n
wnurlered

—mnamed as one of the Twelve

Apostles 72
—aorganizes the i 65
—npicture of o 44
—sclected as ml=51nnary 46
—slave holder = 37

Indian mission dlqtnct
Lahor

—supt.
~—supt.
School .
—title fo hnds vcstcd m “hin..
Jehnson, Willjiam
—assigned to Delaware Mission ...
—tamed as on of the
Apostles
Johnsaon, W.
troubles ... .
Tohnson & Veale
Tones, Arthur
Jones, Charles
Jones, Dr. Joshua H.
Jones, Mayor Llewellyn
Journeycake, Charles
—baptized
—hbegan preaching . "
~-Delaware chief, also know as Ne-
she-pa-na-cumin e
—heme at Mayw
—memher Baptist Church
—mentioned
—ordained a
—pastor church Alluwe .
Journeycake, Isaac
—command of Frement's scouts
—Delaware chief
—lived at Linweod
Journeycake, Nannie
—founder Pratt-Journeycake hbrary 35
—marries Lucius Pratt
—mentioned ..
Jost. Mayor ..
Judd, Byron_..
Junika—see Juniper.
Iumper ............................................... 209, 210
Tuniper Hottoms—sen Juniper.

Shawnee  Mannal

55, 65

Twelve

72

353

Jurgens, Henry 250
K

Kansas, Congressional
ipvestigate troubles in
Kansas and Missouri Ferry Co

committee to

IKansas Agricultural College 226

Kansas Avenue ..335, 336, 337, 138, 345

Kansas Baptist. quntcd 148

Kansas  City Rrilge Co.

Kansas City Clearing House .

Kansiis City. North FEastern and Gu]i
Railway Co. . 330

Kansas City Outer Belt and Elcctnc
Railway Ce. ...330

Kuansas City Pnst
—Argentinc station ...
—Armgurdale station -
Kansas City Southern

Kansay City Stockyards 522
Kansag City Street Railways ....280
Kausas City Structural Steel Co 48, 341
Kiuansas City Terminal Railways...329, 330
Kansas City, Topeka and Western Rail-

SO o R —— ..247
Kansas City. Kansas

241, 244, 245 247, 252, 334, 337 339,

340, 341, 343, 344,

Kansas City, Missonei

175, 181, 254, 256, 295, 296, 297, 298,

310, 326,
Kansas Iederation Wumen's Clubs.......226
Kansas ighway (,mmmssu:n

3 334, 336, 338. 144

Kinsas National Guard 300
Kausas-Nehraska bilf
Kansys Pacific Railway Co. .
Kunsas river

—laods ...

—Lewis & Clark cam
—mentionerd .....329.
Kansas Town Company

Kaw Tondiaus
—hunting ground en north side Kan-
sas Tiver 29

7
5 336 33 , 341
oo 247

—menlioned .
Kaw's Month Pilot, quoted -
Kaw Valley Drainage District
243, 261, 296, 297
Kaw Valley nd Bndge Ca....243

Kearney, Col S. W.
_.locaten Military Toad
Teeler, Charles
Welley, Talbot
Kennedy, James
Kerr residence
Kessler, Franeis A.
Ketchuim, Captain
—Declaware chief,
Kock-Kockguas
—monument in Delaware cemetery 68
Ketchum, Charles
—monument in Delaware ceméetery 6B
—sketch 68
—story by L. B. Stat:lcr
Ketchum  family o
Ketchum, Rev. ]acoh
monument in Delaware cemetery.. 68
Ketchum. Rev. ]ames
—sketeh  .oeeges
—story by L. B St:nelcr
Ketehum's  store
Kickapoo Indians
Kiefer, Capt. Claud
Killen. Daniel ..o
Kilmer. Mrs.
King, Matthew, Shawnee
King, Corwin & Co.

known as

also
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Samuel

Cipt.

Kingman,
Kingscott, 0
Kingscott, Miss Flla .
Kirby, Rev. llenry C, recollections of
White CHrell e s veee e
Kirby., Mrs. Heury c.’
—daughter of Mnses Grinter .
—locales ferry site ..
Kramer, PMeter
Kock-Kouquas, Delaware chief
known s Captuin Ketchwm ..
Kork-ke-to-wha, Delaware chief,
Trnown as ]olm Sarcoxie ..
Kutls, Father ...
&Co, ;

Kuhn. Netter &
Kulers ..o

L
Ladd, Miss Anna H.,
dot schoo! ...
Taceyville. Pi.
Ladd. Esquire,
Honse ...
Ladd, J. W. .
l.ane. Senatar James H.
Lane, Marcia i
T.ane, Vincent J.
—buriel ... - = ....152
-—postmaster ‘of Omnthru 4
—poslmarier W’yandolte p
—qnnteni e

teacher in Wyan-

appraises Council

e

56
o116, 158, 167
92, 206. 258, 259

292

I.'Nley K f ol
l.iwrence. Kansas ..
T.cavenwnorih, Kaunsas

—mentioned .....157, 171, 172, 173, 178,
181, 195, 203, 209, 222, 224, 226, 239,
254, 331,

Leavenworth  Constilutional Conven-
T.eavenwnrih, Colonel Henry. Io(:'ttcs

cantotment
Teavenweorth Herald, quoted ..
Leavenwortl, Pawnee &
Railway. gets Delaware lands.
Teavenwarth  road
T eavitt building
T.ecompte. Judpe
TLecomrton
—gepitn!l located
—uonstituiion
LT T ——
TLehman building
Leidehurm, J. W. ...
leimkeihler. Wm., quote
Leonard, John W,
—orgamzes constitntion
—signa chatrter
;,enlie. L. R .

EVOR g
T.ewis & Clark exmeditinn
Lewis, Capt.  Meriwether. in

mand of expedilion
Lewis, Mollie, pupil of

here

Literty, Ma., road from to
river ... .

Fightfnot nf Du:mlnro

T.iaraln, Abhralam

Tinde-, Tahn ...

Tinvile Tichard. ferry across Mis-
sonri river in .

1826
Litsle, Col, T C. .
Littls S~mia Fe .

Vizzie, The ...
Tockwood, Dr.
Love, Tthan ...
Long, George H,

Historie Spots

Long, Irwin P.
—uappointed to find graves of Wy-.
andot clnefs 1t
—teacher in ﬁrst Sunday Sclzoo]

Longnecker, Dr. 0. M.

T.os  Angeles

Lost Towns, sce Quindaro.

Loti, Bartholomew ... 220
Lott, Tlarriet Elizahet! 220
l.owder, Charles A. . 249

Lonisa Smith rond

Tuneville sector 308
Luxemburg ... -.308
Lykens. Dr. Tascph

—hnilds

Thpllst Shawnee Mission,... 73
—menioned ... .34, 59 73
—visits Dcla\\ rcs
Tvle, James
L}'Ons .....

Mackajack
Manhattan, Kansas
Mamning, M, J
Mapes. Frank ...
Maple T11ill Cemetery
Wnrkham, Thomas
—appnitted to Delaware WBission §5/ 63
—named s one of the Twelve

Apostles . SRS &
I\hrslnnl] Anna. marries Maosex Grin-
49
M-nr:h.-ﬂl J’ LeRoy. desmns Rosedzte
Arch s as an
Martin, (‘ovcrnur
Martin, T, C. ...

Martin, Mrs. 'l C.. quoted .
Mary Tenncy Grny Travdcrs Club.
Masonry
—comes to Kansas ..
—0Grand Lodge organizec
Mather, Dr. 8 F,
Mathias, D, S,

Matthews, L. C., charter memher
Masonic Indge e 15R

Matack, Capt. V. T

Matton. Joho H,

Maumes, Battle of
Maunder, W, T.
Maxwell, Mary B.
'M'n_vwnod .
MeAlister, Rcv.. associate
Thomas Jalason. ...
MeAlpine,” Tohn

MeAlpine, Nnchol'\s

MeAlpine, R. L.

McAnany, E.

McAnany, Mrs. Pntr{ck, quoted

MeCamish, Tudge Wm.
eClure. Wm

McConnell, Samuel

McCoy, Tsaac

—nnpointed an Tudian Commissinner 45
—descrilies arrival of Rev, Wirson 73
—rlescrihes  Delawares ... 3z
—effort to establish 1 mission among
the emigrant tribes
—finds  Rev. Juhmon has
a ml‘;‘lo" -

—meets Shawnees in “Cotneil
—pnblishes Register of Tndiap affairs
—Shawnee Taplist Mission descrihed 59

started

—survevs Delaware Iands ... 25, 32
McCovw, Tohu

—describes Clsome.'\n lr-uimg house - 24
—quoted ... .2

—visits Chnuteau
McDonald., S., Di .,
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“MeGrew, - James 175, 176, 217
"McKay, Wm, . 1?5 176, 242, 258, 513
McKnight, lohn \.242
McLean, W,

McMullen, Henry
Merde, Judge Heory

‘Meeker, Rev. Jolham
—brings -Nirst printing press to Kan-
T LR —a—— .. 64
—mentioned .. 145
—opritts first book . 64
—wprints Indian Reg 64
—pritits Shawnec Sun )

"Memorial Buiiding
“Memplis, Tenn.
Mendenhall, 1. A., mayor Kansas Cny l"(l

‘E\Iendms, sec Eastern Star.
“Merrinm, Willard
Merdll, Aaron W.
Mereitt, E. B,
Tmdian  affairs.
'Merstetter, F, 5. ..
‘Methodist Camp Meeting .
Méthodist Coniercnece
—appoinls missionary
1ces,
—decides  to
ing School
Methodisi meeopnl urch
—begianinga in Kansas ... . 43
—Delaware reservation mile far ...... 31
—founds Mission among Wyandots 121
~—lands rescrved by De]nware treaty 70
—rent by slavery ... -....98, 151

to the Shaw-

build M'mnnl

Train-

Methodist Church So
~—Dclaware reservation made for..... 31
—land reserved by Delaware trenty 70
— MENTONC ot frmes it iemass biaimns 196, 316
—organized by Rev. E. T. Peery.....124
Metropolitan Avenue 342
Meyer, Abraliam 234, 235
Meyer, Lipman 176, 177,234, 313
‘Meyn, - Fred .. 268, 271, 277
Miami Avenne - G

‘Military Terry, see Grinter
‘Military road
Mill Strect ...
Miller, Amdrew, Dehwnrc chief .
'Miller, George
Miller, H., J. ..
Miller. Johun H.
‘Miller, ]ullge 0. 3
Miller, C., clected  Conncilman
under Prmmcnnl Government  ........142
Millice. Abrahanr, appointed to the
White Chnrch .
‘Milner, J.
Mikseh. T,
Missionary -,
Minnesota .\uxulmry
Minnesota Avenue
Kissouri
Missouri Avenue
Missouri © Compromise
Mimouri Highway Department
‘Missonri,

C]msiop

..333, 554
Kansas and Texas R. R.....343
Missaur: Pacific, Railroad Co.

eenn 112,209, 210, 264, 279
P'u:lﬁl: Viadnet
326, 328, 3129, 330. 311, 344
Méssouri River and Land Imprcr\;cmcnts

Missoun
Missouri river ..

and Construction Co. ...
‘Missouri River Railroad Co., ant
lized ' to buy Delaware lands ... e 32
‘Missouri High School, oceupies site

of Quaker Misgion ...
Mission Memorial Park
Mississippi Town ..

Moffitt, J. J.
Monahan, P. ]J.
Montina  Avenue
Monroe, Jamcs, policy
Montgomery, Isaiah ..
Monticella, Kansas ...
Moore, Miss E. 8. .
Morris, Robert
—mcmmnecl o R e L

—sigus charter for Constellation.. 160
Morrison Rldgc . 64
Mott, l.neretia 226

Mount Marty

Mudeater, Mathew
—affidavit regarding ehurch trouliles 127
—appointed to locate graves of Wy.

andot Chicls ..116

—repairs. National Grave Yard. J116
Mudge. Prof. =) 226
Mullenger, ..255
Muncie ..veen i70
Muncie Cemetery =
Muncie Creek
Munday, Tsanc

~—blacksmith for Delawares ..
-huried in Delaware cemetery....

=—dclegatc to conveuiion ‘that form
ed the I'rovisional Government 52, 142
-judge of election g <53

Mumicipal Cemetery
Munsee Tndians
Myers, 1. E.

Nah-Co-Mund
Delaware chief, also know as Cap-
tain  Anderson £
—village at - Edwardsville :
Nuational Federation Women's Clubs.... 226
National Grave Yord, sec Huron Ceme-
tery,
Nearman o
Nebraska A
Ncbiraska City
Né-cau-lie-con

—huried in metalic coffin ... 41

-Chief Woll band of the Delnwares 33
—givenr  Linds ke Bl
—grave of

—tombstone SCrip

—vamlals hreak inte grave ...
Neilson, Jabn W,

—Iays corner stone of court lLouse......32)
Ne-she-pa:-na-cumin, Delaware  Chief,

also knoewn as Charles Touruneyeake,
Nesselrode, Dr. C. 2
New TFiupire \Iwgarlne r|uutea|

New Jersey  Avenueé

New, Lucy ...

New York City

Newman, Jolin ... 8
iewspnper. firat in Kapsas 59
Nichels. Clarissa [. Tloward

Nicodemus
Nofat
Nolan.
Norfolk, " Va. ..
Nartheast ]umnr ngh

Noartheast [ihrary ...

Northrop, Rev. Slcphcn oy
Northrup. Hiram. appointed (o eon-
tract for 1dmbstones far cleceased
chiels

— 16

—mentioned 131, 196. 206 317 JIB. 324
Nocthrp & Clm:L, naid for fcrry re-

pairs ... A g o S S aa T 2 N = ... 109

114, 215, 2|!, 285

Oak Grove Cemctery
O'Brien, Patrick ..
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O'Day, Parby, Shawnec nioneer,
~—quoted 104
Olathe oo

Old Armstrong
O Kansas City -
Old Chiinduro Cemetery
Osage Indiaus i
Otterman, Dr. J. L. >
Onis Webb, The
Ottawa

Ouawa Indnus
Outawa University

QOusley, commander in
can Legion .
Osborie, W. J, st po
andotte ...
Overton, Wm. 5
Owens, John

....P

Packard Street ...
Padueah, I\cntucky
almer, O. -
Pap-pa-ta- tauk thy
Parallel road
Park, Jotm G, .
Parks, George S .
—bnried at Shawnec
Parks, Naney, buried
cemcter)
Parks, Capt. Eosc o
—liead chief of Shawnes
TParkville, Missouri
Tarkville and Burlington Railrond

m

.................. 18
.................. 186, 329, 330
Co, 184
Parkville and Grand River Railroad... 3?9

Parkville Ferry Company
Parr, Mayor J. R.
Parrish Ferry Co.

Parrish, lsane
Parvorr, Rev. R.
—Supt. first Sunday Sehool .

—teacher Wyandot Schoal .

Pursons. George W. ..
Parsons, Sam ...
Parlonnar. Charles., owner of lands

Monument is lacated 48
appraises  Wyandot

where Turner
Patterson, Mr.,

Conneil House ...135
Paterson, Corvinne 292
Patterson. Frank ... 243
Patterson. Granville 243
Paul, J. K. coen
Paulen. Governor

Pawnee, legislature convenes here.
Pawnee Aventie S
Pleairs, Hewry B
Flaskell Tnstitute
Pearson, David
Pearson. Moses, §
MISSIDN  cooreceeciimneeegens
Peery. Rev, Edward T.
—appointed to Delaware Mission and
Sehool .55
—quoted
—mnamed as one of

Apnstles

—organizes M. E. Chureh  Sonth...124
Peery, lev. John, appointed to White
Church
Teery, Mrs.
I'endoxey, Delaware
as George Biollet
Peoria. Illinois
Peoria Indians =
Perry, Capt. William. Shawnee Chu:f 60
Peters, Mason e
Powet, Madison

supcrmtendent

the Twelve

* Tratt-Journeycake lerary

Historic Spots

Philadelphia
Phillips, James
Phillips, W. A.. quote &
Pieree, P:c=.1dem., signs Kansas- Nebras-
ka Bill .98, 143
Pike, Perly -
I'iper, Bro.,
Plankington
Plam: City, Mo.
I’latte County, Mo. 328 .129.
Matte Purchase - - 21
Palk, John W.
I’Olllrd Curtis
Polimwan, Bernard .272
Pollock, Judge John C. 270,271,272, 2?6
Pomeroy, 8. C. .
Pontoon Br:dge .112 342
Porler, James L. .249, 251-
Portsmouth Bm}dmg .198. 257
Potomac Heights ...
Pottawatomie Baptist “Mission

P -4
&  Armour

Pottawatomie Indians .

Powell, Manuel . =

Pratt, John G. 52, 145 146, 147, 148. 149
—arrives in nsas . 64

—ideseribes  Delawares .
—imoves effects of Oid Mission.
—opens New Mission
——ordained
—salary

—transfers Delawares to
ritory

Pratt, Lucius oo
—mirries Nanme ]Ourneycake
Pratt Mission
—course of study
—deseription ..
—Ilocation
Presbyterian Doz
Prasbyterian Church. New Schnul
Price raid .. 98
Printing Prcss, lhe first g
Propliet, The
—hatile of Tippecanoe
—comes to Wyandotte Cnunty F
—dies at White Feather. Spring.
—estimate of Jefferson
—rpensioned by the British
——rpresides at Council
Propliet’s Town
Proslavery Towns

Provisional Government, organization
and history . .138, 144
Pryor. Sergeant Nat ....... 8

Publie Library ... 200, 201
TPulilic Ou:mrshlp. Erst in Kansas.....105
Publie Utility, first in Kansas

105

Quaker Mission, sce Shawnee Quaker.

Quantrill band murders Rev homas
Johnson e
—burns Shawnee

Quar-cor-now-ha, Delaware, ief, also
kuown as James Secondyne. Second-
ine or Seeundine ...

8uay Street
ueens Gardens

Quindaro,
—advertised
—incorporated
—location
—mentioned 151, 7,178, 180, 209,
224, 289. 290. 291. 294 328, 329, 330
-—named .. 182
—park deeded to Kansas Clty. Kan, 194




Wyandotte County, Kansas

—plat  filed s 183
—ruins of
—surveyed
—temperance meeting held ..

Quindare Boulevard
—mentioned .325, 335, 336, 337 345

Quindaro Cemetery. mcnttoned w114, 117

Quindaro Cemnetery Association . ....153

Quindaro and Parkville Co.

Quindara House .......
Quindaro, Parkville
Railreads  Co.

Quindaro  School Pp—
Quindare Town Company -
Quindare Township
Quinn, John R,

R
Rainbow Boulevard
Rainbow Division .,
Randolpl, Missouri
Ransom, Joseph .C. Co.
Rattle Bone Holiow
Rawson, William
Raymond & Sawye
Rayburn, Mr. and Mrs.
Rayburn. Edgar D,

first Wyan ntte
casualty in World War .o 304
Reconstruction Finance Company

—mentioned .
Red Cross

332, 333, 336, 3;4

Reeder, Andrew H.
—convenes legisiature at Pawnes..... 100
Leaven-

—establishes offices at Ft.
worth ...
—eslabhshes
sion ..
Regional Brldge Cmnpany
—mentioned ... 331, 333, 334, 344
Register of Indian Affairs, cited Fc )55
Reichineker, George
Repuhhcan Purty
Rhine, The
Richfield
Richards, Black
Richards, Johu F. =il
Richardson, Albert D., quoted 185, 189, 239
Richart, Mrs. Sarah Arm
Rickert, Wm.
Riverview ...
Raoberts, W. Y
—mentioned
Robertson, Fred
Robinson, Alfred
Robinson, Governor Charles. mentioned
178, 183, 186, 191, 192, 194, 239, 290
Robitaille, Robert
—clerk Wyandot Council ... 110
—teacher Wyandot School .
Rock-a-to-wha, Delaware chief t
Turkey Band ............................................
Rock Island Railway, mentioned 282, 336
Rodgers, Graham, Shawnee Head Chlef 18

oﬂices a

Roney, B. F., builds soldier monu-
ment L R LT TTY -
Roosevelt, Franklin D. w224
Rooscvell. Theodore 273, 274, 275

Ront, Joseph P,

—descnbes Wyandot Council House 134

—mentioned ..175, 176, 238
Roosedale

—arch ..307, 325

e (g T -1 1 R — 3

—library ...

—mentioned 249 250, 251, 297, 298, 309
326, 339, 342, 343.
—SEALION  ruuumeeriens S—. T W 1]

Rose, W. W, .
Rose & Peterson
Ross, William
Rushton, Frank
Russell, H.
—nppomtcd to the White Church...... 66
—natiied as one of the 12 Apostles 72
Rutledge, William
Russell, George .
Ryan, John ..
Ryan, Thomas ..

Charles, quoted
Sage, Katie, story of
Sage, Samuel
Sagundal

Sage,

—Deluware Scout for Fremont........ 33

—scalps Comanche Chief ., 5 38
S(. Joe ... a 329

Jobhu, Gnvernor ]uh

—menhuned ..207, 243, 294
St. Louis ... 8, 96, 207 223
St. Louis, San J:ranmscu leway Co 343
St. Mihiel ... ceamnenen. 308
St. Pauls Protestant Eplscopal

Church ... 195, 196

Sally Between [he Logs, see Katlc Sage

Sanders, €. E. 310
Sand Plant, ete 282
San Fran(:lsm 331
Sants Fe, New Mexica 235

Santa Fe road
Saunta Fe trail ..

Bar-cox-ie
—chief of the Turtle band of th‘e
Delawares
—is given lands .. o 31
Sarcoxieville, treaty of May 30, 1860 31

Sarrahass, John, affidavit
Churel  troubles
Sartin, Ulysses S., postmaster
Scarritt, Nathan,
12 Apaostles
School District
Schireiner, George
Scott, Charlie
Scranlon Pa,

concermng

named as one of the

Seattle, W'-lshmgton
Searcy, A. P., charter member Ma-
SOMIC LOGEC oo 56
Secondine, James, also known as Sec-
ondyne. Secundine and Quar-cor-no-
ha, Delaware Chief ...
—ferry, see Grinters
—location of village . 34, 52, 59
—station an Union Pacilic L
Sedatt .. ...308
Seminary Place .19%, 200
Serrahas ... 113
Serviss, Osceola K. e 256
Seventh Street ... .325, 339, 340, 341
—bridge 338
—trafficway 325. 335
—uviaduct 345

Seventh Street Church
Sewell, Mary Wright ...
Shaler., Rev. N. T., appointe
White Church
Shannon, Governor Wilsan
Shaw. Dr. Auna Howard ...
Shawnee
~hurned by Quantrell ... 103
mentioned 19, 103 218 342
Shawnee Baptist MISSION  vooweorroon — 34
—abandoned in 1855.
—Delaware church organized ..

61




338

—estahlished - by Johnston Lykens ‘59, 60
—given lands .
—location ... =
—mentioned ... 34, 145, 146
-—Shawnee Baplist Church nrgnmzed 61
—site marked by the D R. .
—story by Isaac MeCoy
Shawnee Council House ...
Shawnee Indians
—battle of Tippecanoe
—code of laws
—eouncil grants no divorces .

—council hears disputes .19
—council tries oﬁ'cmlers .19
—leits  cvoren . 20
—Johnson count;, “secks 1o tax .17
—make rails for scheol 96
—marriage customs

—mentioned ...

—National school [uv 19
—no poor tax 20
—numlber 17

—number of absentees.
—officers elecicd

—penalties for crimes . . 20
—Quaker Mission in Ohio . 81
—reservation surveyed 168
—size of reservation .. .17
—Sunday School kept up . 19
—supreme court fnds for . 16;

—take land in severalty .
—treaty of 1B25 ..
~treaty of 1854 ..
—whiles intermarry

Shawnee Indian Historical SOmet}
—organized X

Slawnee Manual Labor “Sehool .
—abandoned ...
—conference decides to build
—description
—loecation ..
—occupied
—apens
—slave chiidren attend
—territorial capitol
—\Western Academy orpaunized

Shawnee Meéthodist Church
—huilt by L. B. Stawler ...
—cetelery adjoining church
—description ;3 e
—ioga used for a corral -

Shawnee Methodist Mission
first mission

Shawnee overpass

Shawnee Park

Shawnee Qupaker 'Mission
—course of study . S—
—deseription by Wiison - Hohbs .
—disposition of funds

arr.

—established

—improvements sold

—location

—site marked by D. AR, ...

—stuperintendent  Moses Pearson ..

—superiniendent Thomas Stanley ... 82
Shawnee Sun

—histary

—printed by Rev. Mecker
~—reproduction
Sheehan, John ..
Shepherd, William
Sherman, Esq. wnen
Sherman-Gratney Ruad
Sherrick, Nelemish .,

Shrewslerry. Va. .
‘Silvers, Golden," nqumed

-Historic- 8pois

Silvers, J. W.
Simmons, George W,
Simpson, Bishop
Simpson, 5. W,
Simpson, Wm.
Sixth Sireet Auxiliary
Slavery, legalized in Kansss ..
Smart, Thomas, cries sale of Wyan-
dot ferry
Smeed, E
Smith,
Smith,
Snith,
Smith, |
Smith, 3.
Smithficid, N.
Smithton of Dmuph:m
Snow, I'rof.
Snytler, 5. ..
Snyder, Rev. =
Social = Science Club,
Leavenworth ...
Soliers and Sailors Memorial
Soldiers and Sailors Monument..

Atlorney
Henry D.

Soulhern bridge .
Southwest Uonlevard, mentioned, 325,
335, 341, 342, 343

..338

Spanish War (.nnnon - .
172

Bparks, George W,

Speck, Dr. Fred .. 217
Speck, Dr. Joseph 217
Speer, John, gquoted ... ..169
Spencer, Rev. Jacob

—quoted .17, 46, 47, 101
Squeendchtee 113
Squires, J. J. .. 193
Stage Coach Line 186

Stanley, Goveruor W. E. . 293
Stanley, James, assistant superintendent

Quaker Mission ... .. B2
Stanley, Thomas H. supcrinteudc t

Quaker Mission .. B2
Stanton, Litzabctﬁl Cady 226

Stapp, Rev

Start, Siephen 8. ...

Stateler, Rev., L. B.
—appointed to Delaware Mission .. 56
—builds new buildings ...
—huilds Shawnee Methodist church'lDJ

.'72
171,172,173

—mentioned ... 66,124
—named as on: “of lhe 12 Aposl[es 72
State Line 1louse -2

State University
Stcele, Edward F
Siecele, George, eiected [err)man
Stepliens, Rev, D 5. s
Stephens - Memorial  Church
Stevens, Judge Hiram ..
Stephens, Mr. ..
Stillwagon, George
Stillwell, Frauk
Stinson, Mrs., atte
Mission School
Stockbridge Mission
—Ilocated near I..eavenworih : 79
—mentioned ... .78, 94‘146 ‘149
—organized by ] G Pr.att it 5
Stockton. 'Mayor
Stockyards ...
Stone, A.
Stone River, “battle of .
Stony Point
—site Delaware Agency
—site Delawarc Mcthodist
Stubbs, Governor 276
Sturges, Mary ..215,7217, 219, 285
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Strain, Elmer I
Strauss Engincering Company
Strauss, Joseph 2
Sirickland, Frank
Sunday School
Wyandots ...
Surveyor Gener:

.....301, 305
first nrgauu.ed among

Suwannock
—Delaware  clhief 2
—destroys Pawnee village 33
Steffing, John i 247
Swenson Construction Compauy.... 32! 322
Swope, Thomas DI, ..i‘..‘.u..238.239 242, 252
P D Oty i o, s oo o e e cowe s el 2 0]

Talkott, N. M.
—appointed to the White Church.... 67
—named as onc of the 12 :\poslles 72

Tall Charles .
106, 107 105 263
=113

—Wyandat ferryrna.n
Tadromee ...
Taylor, Edwin.
o danee coeeevennn.
Taylor. R. B,
Taylor, Solomon
Tecumseh  ........
Tennessce  Town . .
Teuney, itev. Ephriam Bailey
Ten-Squa-Ta-Wali, see Prophet.
Terminal Railway ...
Thomason, George B., g
TNOD ORI -8 ot o = v s e e o8
Tiblow, Henry
“—INLErPTeIeT
—is Biven lamd
~nentioned ..
Tippecanoe, l.-'mle oI
Tint, Ww. 2
Tobin Construction Co:upnny
Taobin,
Tobin & Scherer Consiruction Co.

last

Toll charges .. 334
Tooley, Charles, 169
Tonganoxie . e B A - ]
Topeka .158, 209, 224, 247, 325
Topeka Constitution 1335, 158
TOrsong ThOMAR  eunesxsmmemnsusnsnncomsiss omssess 4
Trafficway act 335, 334

Trail, Mrs. Linnie
L AWE "8
Travis, Co'onel Frank
117th Ammunition train
Trembley, Jacob
Trembley, William
Trent, L. W:
Tribune, N. Y, cited .
Trickett, C. W,
Trombley, Louis ..
Trowbridge, J. F. .
Truman, Harry 8. ..
Tunnell, Rev. R. M. .
Turkey Crcek .......249,
297, 298, 341, 342
Turkey Creck Tunnel
Turkey Creek Valley
Turner ...
Turner M
—inscription
—location
—mentioned
Twelfth Street

-

173
B. 260, 300, 311
286

. 48
46, 47, 48
280, 338
72

Bridge

Twelve Apostles, The =
Twombly, R. 5. ..162
Unian Pacific

—established  station at Secundine.... 51

—

339

246,

205,

210, 268,

—mentioned, 204,
269, 271, 278, 336
United States
U. 5. Highway 50 .
U. 8. Highway 69 ..
Upper Sandusky, Ohio,
mentioned

Van Fossen, 1acles
Vushon, George, Shawae

agent ... - . 46
V‘mghlur, Jessie, Moravian mission. :

.............................................................. 3

\'r-nle. Colanel George W.

——nentioned 116, 178, 186, 290

—quoted St I e 1)
Vedder, Ed. T.

—aftidavit about church troubles...

—ientioned
Vernon, Bishap

Veterans of Forclgu \Vars ...304, .105 306

Wabash, St Louis and Iagifiec Rail-
way Ca. .32

Wagsiaff,

Walden, J.

Walker & Barker =

Walker, lIsaiah,
—buys Wyandot ferry .
—Elves lestunm)y
—lives in Moravmu Mission house 93,94
—mentivhedt . 228, 239, 252, 253
203, 313, 314,

Wilkerm | Joe, .ol o ol i 194
Walker, Jocl
—clerk Wyandot Council.
~—Eives testimony 105, 110
—anentionsd »..131 238, 239
=—qrirt ewner Wyandot ferry ... ......ll

~—president Quindaro Town. Co,
Whalker, Lydia
==first Matron Eastern Star.
mentioned .
Walker, Martha

..151, 156, 159

—iteacher first Sundn) School ............137
Walker, Matihew R.

-—elected  coungihnin um]cr Provi-
sional Government ......cainana 142
—eclected Probate Judgc

—first Master Masonic Lodge ... 157
12 (- g S s M ) 8 e 1305
——menlmned 125, 142, 151, 154, 155,
156, 157.

‘.\"ﬂlkcr, Governor Robert Jr.

Wulker, Soplia, sce Clement
Walker, Governor William
—afidavit about church troubles......127
—camp Meetings .. vwecm o , 68
—death.
—elected Provisional Governor ... 142
—grave i3 tarked. o
—mentioned, 153, 175, 215, 217, 218,
219, 238,
—quoted 106, 124, 125, 126, 134, 135,
138, 139, 142, 253, 295,
—sceretary  VWyandot National Con.
vention ... 125
—skétch of
Walker, Mrs. William 107
\\’ulton S e o
Ward, Blshop T. D. M. Q
Ward, Capt. {Vllllalll H. 300, 311
\\’-’Irpﬂlc ..... = e
Washington, James, president

Wyan-
dot convention 125
Washington Avenue Church
Waushington, General Georpe ..




360

Waters,
Walzan, : -
Wayne County. Michigan
Weib. . Otis, the
Weer, William
Wellsville. Ohio
Wensler, Conrad,
WATES  quersensessasasnann
Westport Landing
West Botfams ..o
Western University
Westport, a.
inentioned 22, 25, 100, 101, 104, 113, 24%
3

Col. J. H.
H

.i;.lncksmlt'l for

Wheeler. Rev. JAmMes oo 2
White, William ... 172, 174
\Vhite Church, the

—dedieated . .71

—described ...
__destroyed hy cyclone
__destroyed by fire ..

— divides on slavery . 68
—locatian ... . 65
—mentioned .. .. 34
—olilest church in Kunsas . . 65
——rchuilds e 71

—withidraws [from T E. South..... 72
Whitecrow, Jacob, makes affidavit about
church troubles 127
White Feather Spring
- Prophet dies here
Whiltier School
Wight & Wight . ]
\Wilcoxen. Mrs. Melinda, attended Dela-
ware Methodist School .. .67
Wilders Annals, quoted
Willisms, Associnte Justice
Wwillianms. Major Clement
Williams, Dan
Williams. John
Williamsnn, Roy,
tigt Mission ¥’
Wiltis, Willis.
—mentioncd ... 105, 10, 165,
\Wilsou. Rey. Charles E.
—arrives at Baptist Mission
—gnes among the Delawares -
Wilson, Lawrence K.
Wilson, Senator Henry
Wilsen, Willinm
Wiktz, Sebastian
Wilson, Lawrence
Winchell, James M. ..
\Vise Memorial Park
__deeded to White Church
] OCHEION  ciiineerssrarime i
wise, Robert
_decds laud to White Church.eues 72

locates site

B0

Witten, Eliza S.
—first burial in Old Quindare...........152
Witten, James. Methadist missionary 153

Wolcott, A. G. coenins
Woman’s Relief Corps

Wood Brothers

Wood, E. A, ..
, Dr. Geo. B.
Wood, Luther H. -
Woodcack. G. A.

world's Fair
Woarld's War .
World’'s War Veter
Waorthington, Chio
Wren. Johu
Wright, Francis
Wyandotte and Kansas City
Wyandot Council House

Historic Spots

— description ..
—first free schog
e—location .o
Wyandotte County Historical
Wyandot IFloats
Wryandotte Herald
Wyandot Mecthodist Church
Z_both churches burped
—lrick ciwrck built
—description first church

—logation ..

—log chureh  Duilt 126
—mentionedl 120
_—services begin 123

Wryandot Nation
I assembled o discuss church
OIS wieerremmen i
— Big Turtle clan ..
—deparls for Kansas
— how organized ... .
—mentioned  ...98, 105, 205, 238,
—most civilized of all tribes..
—powers of council -
—purchase lands of the Delawares...113
—seal o .133
—treaty of 1855 ...

Wyandot Natignal Ferry
" _lcscribed in the allotment
__estahlished 1843 e
—excepted from 1855 treaty -
—extracts from Gov. Walker's

diary
—[errymi elected ..
__iree for members of the Nation

—Ilitigation
—lacation
—mentioned
—-posilion bridge pi
—sglidl
Wyandotte
Company
Wyandotte Bridge and Ferry Co. 163,
Whraiulotte City
2 imentioned, 166, 175, 181, 238, 244, 243,
246, 254, 238, 326. :
Wyandoite City Town Company
—mentioned 175, 195, 196, 197, 198,

199, 210, 211, 239, 284, 315, 3i7.
Constitutional Convention
e 158, 223

Wyandotte
Zmentioned .
Wryandotte County
—court house ...
—in Civil War
—in World® War
—mentioned, 325,
331, 334, 338, 342.
Wyandotte County Bridge and Termi-
nal 0, crrerrsnnine s
Wyandotte Todge No.
—pgrowth
—mentioned ...
—organized ...
Wyandotte Lumber Company .
Wyandotte Paost Office .ev
Young, D, elected - ferryman
—resigns
Young, Davi
Zane, Elizabeth n
Zane, Miss Hester A,
Sunday School
——teacher ..
Zane, Isaac
Zeigler, Betsy, member Baptist
Zeisberger, Rev,, ‘Moravian missionary 93
Zeigelmeyer, Otto 30

326,

organizes first




