
A REMINISCENT HISTORY 
orr THE 

Gov. JOHN S. PHELPS. This well-known citizen of the State of Missouri 
was born in Sunburn County, Conn., December 22, 1810, and came of English 
stock, his early ancestors having come to this country from England and set
tled in the State of Massachusetts some time prior to the year 1630. In 
about 1633 they migrated to Connecticut and founded the town of Windsor, 
where the family became well known and many of its members attained posi
tions of prominence. His father, Elish Phelps, was a distinguished lawyer, 
who for many years held a front rank at the bar of Hartford, and he was fre
quently honored with public trusts, having been at different times a member 
of the upper and lower house of the Connecticut Legislature, and twice 
Speaker of the House. He was also comptroller of the State and was a com
missioner to revise the statutes of that State. He represented his district 
three times in Congress, where he distinguished himself as an able legislator. 
He was called from life in 1847. His father, Noah Phelps, served his country 
as a Revolutionary soldier, in which he attained the rank of captain, and his 
eldest son was also a soldier in that war. Noah Phelps was a member of the 
committee that planned the capture of Ticonderoga and lent his country great 
service in the capacity of a scout and spy. He served his country in the 
State Legislature several times and for many years was a member of the Pro
bate Court. Gov. John S. Phelps was reared in Simsbury, Conn., and there 
received his initiatory educational training which he finished in Trinity (then 
Washington) College, Hartford, Conn., in 1832. He then began the study of 
law with his father, continuing with unremitting diligence for three years, 
and on the twenty-first anniversary of his birth he was admitted to the bar, 
after which he practiced in Hartford for two years. He then came to Mis
souri, and from that time until his death, which occurred in St. Louis in 1886, 
he practiced his profession the greater portion of the time and became one of 
the leading attorneys and ablest statesmen of which Missouri could boast. 
At the time of his location in Springfield, in 1837, it was an insignificant vil
lage, but he at once secured a paying practice, and although but twenty-three 
years of age his store of legal knowledge enabled him to cope successfully 
with the most experienced mem bel'S of the bar. However, his talents fitted him 
better for public life, and in 1840 he was elected to represent Greene County 
in the State Legislature, and four years later was elected to Congress on the 
general ticket, and his career as a cong!'essman only closed in 1863. From 
1847 to r849 he was a member of the committee on postoffices and postroads, 
and at that time was a strong advocate for the reduction of postage to 3 cents. 

(41) 
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From 1851 to 1863 he was a member of the committee on ways and means, a 
portion of the time acting in the capacity of chairman. Such was the esti
mate placed upon his ability and sound judgment that at the close of each 
Congressional session, during his service, he was placed on the conference 
committees to settle disagreeing votes of the two houses, and it is a fact 
worthy of note that he never agreed to a report that was not adopted. At the 
called session of Congress in July, 1861, he was placed on the ways and 
means committee and he was chosen one of the committee of thirty-three in 
1860 to devise some measure for the settling of the difficulties between the 
North and South. He was a strong Union man, and he steadfastly opposed 
all measures not in accordance with the Constitution of the United States. 
He made an able speech against the Confiscation Act, and at the close uf his 
congressional service, in 1863, he returned to his home in Springfield. How
ever, before the close of his public career, he raised a regiment of Union sol
diers, known as the Phelps Regiment, which gained distinction at Pea Ridge, 
being under the command of Col. Phelps himself. In July, 1862, he was 
appointed military governor of Arkansas, which position he reluctantly ac
cepted and went to Helena, but his health failed after a few months and he re
turned to Missouri. In 1864 he resumed his practice at Springfield, but when 
Gen. Price led a Confederate force through Missouri, Gov. Phelps raised a force 
of militia for the protection of Springfield and its vicinity, but the place was not 
molested. After the war he was appointed by President Johnson to adjudi
cate on the war claims of Indiana against the Government, and although his 
appointment was confirmed by the Senate he declined to accept the position. 
In 1868 his eminent ability placed him at the head of the Democratic party 
for the office of governor of Missouri, and although this honor was unso
licited by him, he made a vigorous canvass, but owing to the fact that a large 
number of Democrats were at that time disfranchised, he was defeated. Eight 
years afterward, in July, 1876, he was again nominated for governor by the 
Democrats and owing to the peaceful condition of affairs, he was elected by 
a larger majority than any preceding governor of Missouri. His adminis
tration was marked by ability, conservatism and economy. He was always a 
man of great steadfastness of purpose, based upon intelligent judgment and 
high principles, and fealty to justice, loyalty to principle and faithfulness to 
duty were his watchwords. In his home his political friends and enemies 
recognized in him a man of unimpeachable honor and strictest virtue. 
Although he had been honored by his State, he had also conferred honor upon 
it, and whether as an official or citizen, a statesman or a lawyer, a friend or an 
enemy, his manly bearing, lofty integrity and many virtues were apparent. 
In his noble and accomplished wife he found a fitting helpmate, and her name 
is indelibly imprinted upon the history of the State. Her maiden name was 
Mary Whitney, a native of Portland, Me., and in that city she became the 
wife of Gov. Phelps, after which she came with him to the, then, wilds of 
Missouri. vVhile her husband was a State official, she was active in religious 
and educational work, and, possessing a fine mind, rare business ability and 
great push and energy, her undertakings always reached a successful termi
nation. After the battle of 'Wilson's Cre.ek, she took charge of the body of 
Gen. Lyon, and had it buried on the old ·Phelps homestead near the city of 
Springfield, but it was afterward removed. During the war her house was 
turned into a hospital and it also became a refuge for the orphan and home
less, and it may be said with truth that no one sought her aid in vain. She 
established an Orphans' Home in Springfield during the war, of which she 
was general superintendent and the principal teacher, although there were at 
one time 250 urphan children to be cared for. vVhen the war was over she 
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found homes for them or secured for them employment. She was often seen 
in camp and was on the battlefield of Pea Ridge, where she helped to care for 
the dead and wounded, her kind, thoughtful and loving words and care sooth
ing the last hour of many a poor fellow whose last hours were numbered. 
She was an untiring worker and was an active organizer of sewing clubs for 
the purpose of making clothes for the soldiers. During the eighteen years 
that her husband was in Congress she became well known in political circles as 
well as in social circles, her brilliant mind and kind and ready courtesy win
ning her the friendship of all. She was well known to President Lincoln, 
who entertained for her the highest admiration and respect and who appointed 
her to look after the suffering people of Greene County during the war. 
Her death, occurring later, was mourned, not only by her immediate and sor
rowing family, but by all who knew her. She became the mother of five chil
dren, only two of whom are living: Col. John E. Phelps and Mary A., the 
wife of James B. Montgomery, of Portland, Ore. Thomas died in infancy, 
Lucy J. at the age of three years, and Lucy at the age of seven years. Mrs. 
Montgomery has inherited many of her worthy parents' mental and moral 
attributes. Although her home is in Portland, she is now living in Paris, 
France, with her seven children: May, Antoinette, Elsie, Phelps, C---, 
Russell and Marguerite. 

R. N. GRAY. In tracing the genealogy of the Gray family in America, we 
find that the first member who made his home here was Robert Gray, the great
grandfather of our subject. He was a native of North Ireland, and was there 
reared and married, his wife being Miss Margaret Wilson, also a native of that 
country. Nearly a year after their marriage this young couple decided to 
cross the ocean and make their home in America. This was at a period ante
dating the Revolutionary War, for Mr. Gray was a soldier in that war and 
fought bravely for independence. They were unavoidably delayed on the voy
age to this country by bad weather and their first child was born on the ocean. 
This child was named Jane. After reaching this country they remained in the 
East until after the war, and then, as Tennessee was open for settlers, they 
found their way there and were among the pioneers. The next child born to 
this worthy couple was Robert Gray, the grandfather of our subject; the 
others were named, in the order of their births, as follows: John, Daniel, Betsey, 
Nancy, Molly and Sarah. The three eldest daughters married three brothers 
by the name of Hawkins-John, Nicholas and Nathan, and the sister of these 
men was the mother of the noted Davy Crockett. The other two sisters, 
Molly and Sarah, married Asariah Davis and John Lindley, respectively. All 
the children married and reared large families. The father of these children 
died about 1826. He was a man of influence, and was highly respected wher
ever he made his home. Robert Gray, the grandfather of our subject, was 
reared in Tennessee, and was there married to Miss Mary Kenny, who was 
reared in the same county and perhaps in the same neighborhood. She had 
one brother, James, and her sister married a very eminent physician by the 
name of Robert Pollock. Shortly after Robert Gray's marriage Kentucky 
became a State in the Union with the few other States at that time, and, 
although infested with wild animals, and still wilder Indians, Mr. Gray, with a 
few friends, moved there and settled in Christian County, of which Hopkins
ville is the county seat. Mr. Gray became well acquainted with the noted 
Daniel Boone, and was in many Indian fights with him. The latter was Mr. 
Gray's nearest neighbor, and they became fast friends. As new settlers began 
pouring in and the country began to be fairly well populated, Mr. Boone, who 
preferred a pioneer life, emigrated to Missouri, long before that State was 
admitted into the Union, and continued to fight Indians and bears. Mr. Gray, 
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although earnestly solicited to go with him, conc.luded that he had had enough 
of pioneer life, and continued to make his home m Kentucky. After the la~ld 
came into the market, Grandfather Gray entered large tracts and became qUIte 
wealthy in the way of land. There he and his wife passed the remainder of 
their days. They were the parents or nveive children, six sons and six daugh
ters, all of whom grew to mature years except one. They ar~ named as fol
lows: Elizabeth, Nancy, Wilson, Jane, Mary, John, Sarah, an mfant unnamed, 
Robert, Daniel G. (father of our subject), Nicholas and Hester-all no:v 
deceased except the father of our subject. Grandfather Gray was a mechamc 
-cabinetmaker and wheelwright, and was also a fanner. He was a noted trader 
in his day, buying land and stock, and every year drove horses to yirginia and 
the Carolinas. He always kept a six-horse wagon aIl~ a team of slxtee~-hand 
horses, and often hauled salt and dry goods from RIchmond, Va., a dIstance 
of severa.l hundred miles. He had the genuine Ke~ltucky love of horse fl.esh, 
and always had good teams. HIS son, Damel G. Gray, father of our subject, 
was born on the homestead in Kentucky, and was named after Daniel Boone, 
the Indian fighter. He grew to manhood in that State and learned the wheel
wright's trade of his father. the same being of great help to him in supporting 
his family in later years. \i\,Ihen twenty years of age he began to branch out 
for himself, and in traveling around he met the young lady who became his 
wife about three years later. Her name was Elizabeth Catherine Gallion. 
Their nl.ptials were celebrated June 4, 1829, and the following children were 
the frui:s of this union: Robert Henry, born March 17, 1830; Mahala Jane, 
born July 29, 1831; William D., deceased, born January 25,1833; Maric1 H., 
born October 2, 1834; Thomas J., born February 8, 1836; John D .. deceased, 
born Ncvember 29,1837; J. M., born August, 1840; Mary L., born August 25, 
1842; Harriet E.., deceased, born February 17, 1844, and Nanny H., born April 
24, 1846. Two years after the birth of the latter, on the 2d day of April, 1848, 
Mrs. Gray died. In 1849 Mr. Gray left his family in Greene County, Mo., 
whither he had moved after his marriage, and took a trip overland to Califor
nia, where he followed his trade until 185 I or' 52, when he returned to Mis
souri. 1n October, 1853, he married Miss Elizabeth Crumpley, and five chil
dren were born to this union: William, died when five years of age; John is 
farming in Kansas; R. N., our subject; Anna, who died when twenty-two years 
of age, and Henry, who is residing at Eureka Springs, Ark. The father and 
mother, still living, are now quite aged people. Although eighty-seven years of 
age, time has dealt leniently with Mr. Gray, and he is one of the best preserved, 
physically and mentally, of the men, few in number, who have attained to his 
age. Although living in Mississippi, he is well known to the people of 
Greene and Christian Counties, Mo., and is universally respected. Mr. Gray is a 
Republican in politics. His eldest brother, \Vilson, served three years in the 
army during the \Varof 1812, under Jackson, and took a prominent part in the 
battle of New Orleans. His brothers, Robert and Nicholas, our subject being 
named after both, went from Kentucky to Cole County, Mo., and married into 
wealthy families there. The former served twice in the State Legislature, and 
Nicholas was sheriff until both resigned and in 1847 moved to Texas. There 
their deaths occurred in the year 185 I. The father of our subject was elected 
twice to the office of assessor of Greene County when that county comprised 
nearly all of southwestern Missouri, and filled that position in a very satisfac
tory manner. Honorable and upright in every walk of life, cordial ill manner, 
apt ill expression, and full of the knowledge of men and events, gathered in 
many years of intelligent observation, one seldom meets a more interesting 
man for his years. The original of this notice was born in Greene County, 
Mo., October 16, 1858, reared on his father's farm there, and his education was 
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received in the schools of Greene and Christian Counties. In IS81 he started 
out as a business man, entering the drug store of L. 'vV. Hubbell & Co., where 
he remained until 1883, when he came to Ozark. Here he ran a drug store for 
the above firm successfully until 1885, when he became proprietor anel con
tinued the business until April, 1887; he sold out, going to West Plains, Mo., 
where he remained until the following year. Returning to Ozark he bought 
back his old store and has been here ever since. He is one of the repre~ent
ative druggists of the State, and has one of the finest and best equipped stores 
in the country. It is well stocked with every kind of drug and all sorts of toi
let requisites, pt.:rfumes, fancy soaps, patent medicines, etc. This is in all 
respects a representative house in its line, and 1'I1r. Gray unclerstanels thor
oughly every detail of his business. In politics he is a Republican, and socially 
a Mason, a member of Friend Lodge No. 352 at Ozark. In the month of Jan
uary, 1887, he was married to Miss Nora Collier, a native of Kentucky, born 
January 23, 1866, and the daughter of Judge John P. Collier, of Ozark. Two 
children have been born to this union: R. N., Jr., whose birth occurred June 
21,1888, and Lucy May, born October 23, 1891. Mr. and Mrs. Gray are meIll
bers of the M. E. Church South. They have a pleasant home in the city, and 
are well respectecl by all. 

MAJ. JOHN 1'. CLE:-;DE:-;I~. This gentleman, the register of public lands 
at Harrison, Ark., is capable, efficient and trustworthy, and in the discharge 
of his official duties has shown that he is tht.: " right man in the right place." 
The Major was born in Louisville, Ky., September 4, IR39, a son of James M. 
and Eliza (Peay) Clendenin, the former of whom was born in Harford County 
Md., in 1796, and was a son of John Clendenin who was also born in that State 
and who was a soldier of the Revolutionary \Var. The name is of Scotch origin, 
and the family has for many generations residcd in this country. James M. 
Clendenin was a soldier of the \Var of 1812 and with Jackson in the famous 
battle of New Orleans. I Ie became a resident of Kentucky when a young man, 
was married in Louisville, and in 1B46 removed to St. Louis, Mo .. where he 
became a very prominent man and president of the first Board of Under
writers in that city. He was president of the United States Insurance Com
pany from its inception up to the time of his death, which occurred in IBS9. 
He and his \\'ife reared a family of six children: Mrs. Courtcnay, of Allegheny 
Cit\·, I'a.; \Villiam A., who is connected with the Boatmen's Bank of St. Louis, 
and John 1'. Mr. Clendenin held to thc principles of the old Whig party, and 
was a clear-heaclt.:d and practical business mall. The early literary cLlucation 
of :'IIaj. Clendenin was obtained in tht.: public schools of St. Louis and in St. 
Paul's College of lVlarion County, Mo., till IRSi; he then took a commercial 
course with Jonathan Jones, of St. Louis. He made his horne ill St. Louis up 
to IR61, when he enlisted in Bowen's First Missouri State Guards, aftLT which 
he became a soldier of the Confederate States Army under Gen. J. O. Shelby, 
and was in service until the war closed, holding the position of inspector gen
eml of Shelby's Cavalry Division. Some of the principal engagements in 
which he took part were Shiloh, Prairie Grove, Little Rock, Pilot Knob, Inclt.:
pendcnce, Big Blue, and others of less importance. He surrendered in June, 
r R6S, C:llnt.: to j\rkansas ane! located in Independence County, where he hat.! 
been marrit.:d in IB64 to Miss Emily S. Hynson. He made his home in that 
county until rRR6, when he removed to Baxter County, Ark., where the Major 
followed the calling of a book-keeper. Upon being appointee! to the position 
of register of public lands by President Cleveland, in Deccmber, rK93,he took 
up his residence in IIarrison anel entereclupon duty February I, IR94. He has 
always been a stanch Democrat, an active worker for tht.: party, and is a 
Mason of thirty years' standing, being a member of :'I1t. Home Chaptn, of 
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Baxter County, Boone Lodge, A. F. & A. M. and St. Aldemar Commandery 
No. 10. at Harrison, Ark. In 1879 Maj. Clendenin was left a widower with five 
children, and in 1887 he wedded Miss Lucy Curlee, of Baxter County, a native 
of Bond County, Ill., and a daughter of John and Elizabeth (Washburn) Cur
lee. By his present wife Maj. Clendenin has two children. The Major has 
been a member of the Episcopal Church for thirty-seven years, and while his 
walk through life has been characterized by the usual mistakes, the result is 
that he is universally esteemed and respected. 

HaN. JAMES D. GIDEON. No better citizens have come to Christian County, 
1\10., than those who crossed the Mississippi River from Tennessee, and who 
brought as their inheritance the traits of character and life which has ever 
distinguished them. Hon. James D. Gideon, who is one of the foremost farm
ers ane! stock raisers of Union Township, Stone County, first saw the light 
in Hawkins County, Tenn., in 1833. His parents, John and Polly (Evans) 
Gideon, were also natives of that State, the father born in Hawkins and the 
mother in Jefferson County. Both were fairly well educated for those days, 
and made their home in Tennessee until 1843, when they removed to Lincoln 
County, Ky. Six years later, or iri 1849, Mr. Gideon came on foot to what is 
now Christian County, and being a clock tinker he made the trip to work at his 
trade. He remained in this State until 1853, having in the meantime taken up a 
claim in what is now the southeastern part of Christian County (then Taney 
County), and then returned to Kentucky to get his family. He then settled 
on his claim, improved a good farm, but during the war he sold this and 
mon.:d to Greene County. After the war, in IR66, he returned to this county 
anu located on Bear Creek, where his death occurred in 1870, when sixty-six 
years of age. For many yeal'S he was a Baptist in his religions views. In 
connection with his trade he also carried on farming, and was fairly success
ful. A Democrat in early life, he later advocated the principles of the Re
publican party, with which he remained until close of life. During the war he 
was a Union man. Physically h.e was large and muscular, weighing 318 pounds, 
but he was very quick and active. He was possessed of great strength, and 
never found his equal in a wrestling match. His father, James Gideon, was a 
farmer and died in Hawkins County, Tenn. Our subject's maternal grand
father, Jacob Evans, dieu in Jefferson County, Tenn., prior to 1843. He also 
tilled the soil. The mother of our subject, who was a member of the Baptist 
church, died on Bear Creek about 1872. Thirteen children were born to her 
marriage: Preston, was in the Home Guards during the war and died in 
Springfield in 186 I ; 'vVilliam, deceased, was a farmer of Dallas County, and 
was all through the war, enlisting in the Twenty-fourth Missouri Infantry; 
James D., subject; Andrew J. and George 'vVashington, twins, the former resid
ing in McDonald County and the latter in Christian County. During the war 
Andrew J. was in the Sixteenth Missouri Cavalry, and George W. 
was in the Twenty-fourth Missouri Infantry; Adeline, was the wife of E. 
Smith and died in Taney County; Mary, was the wife of Jacob Horn, 
and died in Stone County; Fannie, the wife of Jasper Keithley, died 
in l'IlcDonald County; Martha, resides in Taney County; Eliza, married, 
resided in Christian County; Nancy, wife of Samuel Stanfield, died in Carroll 
County, Ark.; John enlisted in the Twenty-fourth Missouri Infantry, but was 
transferred to the Sixteenth Missouri Cavalry, and died while in service, 
anu Daniel, died in Christian County when a young man. When called upon 
to select his occupation in life, our subject decided to follow in the footsteps 
of his ancestors and till the soil. At an early age he became familar with all 
the duties of farm life, but, as his parents were poor and he had to assist on 
the farm, he secured but a limited education. He was married first in 1856, 
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to Miss Minerva, daughter of William and Elizabeth Carpenter, and a native 
of Stone County. She died in 1857, and in 1859 Mr. Gideon wedded Miss 
Mary Ann Berry, daughter of Patrick and Nancy Berry, and a native of Stone 
County, Mo. Mr. and Mrs. Berry were natives of Illinois and Tennessee, 
respectively. Grandfather Berry was killed in one of the early wars. Mr. 
and Mrs. Berry came to Stone County, Mo., after marriage, and here passed 
the remainder of their days, the mother dying in 1863, during the war, and 
the father in 1886. He was a farmer, and in his religious views a Baptist. To 
Mr. and Mrs. Gideon have been born ten children: Cordelia Josephine, wife 
of Nathanel Galloway of Stone County; Franklin, of Stone County; John, 
died when young; Nancy; Minerva Adline Jane, wife of Charles Wolf, of 
Christian County; William; George, died in infancy; Julia; Mollie Lillis 
and an infant died unnamed. Mr. Gideon lived in Stone County until after 
the death of his first wife, when he moved to this county. In 1877 he came 
to his present farm, consisting of 293 acres, eighteen miles north of Galena, 
and now has 200 acres under cultivation. In connection with farming, he is 
also engaged in stockraising, and everything about his place indicates to the 
beholder that an experienced hand is at the helm. In the fall of 1863 Mr. 
Gideon enlisted in Company C, Sixteenth Missouri Cavalry, as bugler of the 
company and served in that capacity until the close of hostilities, principally 
in southwestern Missouri and northwestern Arkansas. He was in many 
severe skirmishes, but was never captured nor wounded. He was mustered 
out at Springfield. Early in the war Mr. Gideon joined the Home Guards and 
served until enlisting in the regular army. He was justice of the peace for 
two years, and in 1884 was elected county judge for the North District of 
Stone County, serving two years. Since then he has directed all of his atten
tion to his farm. Socially he is a member of Marionville Post, G. A. k. His 
wife is a member of the Missionary Baptist Church. Her maternal grand
father, William Gideon, was born in Wilkes County, N. C., June 4, 1791, and 
the latter's wife, Mahala (Woods) Gideon, was also a native of that State, 
born in 1792. They were married in 1812, and about 1816 removed to 
Hawkins County, Tenn., where they made their home until 1836, when they 
came to what is now Christian County. There they passed the closing scenes 
of their lives, he dying in 1871 and she the following year. He was a hatter 
by trade, and one of the first settlers of the county. Patrick Berry, Mrs. 
Gideon's father, had three brothers, David, Joseph and Alex., all of whom 
came with their mother to Stone County, and all died here. Their mother, 
whose name was Hettie Day, was a native of Illinois, but one of the early 
settlers of what is now Stone County, where she died. Patrick Berry was mar
ried three times. His second wife was Rebecca Thomas, who bore him several 
children. His third wife's maiden name was Mary Barnett. The children 
born to his first union were named as follows: Sophia (Mrs. Gideon), Perlina, 
William, Jane, Green (deceased), Mahala, and Emeline, (deceased). 

CAPT. C. C. OWEN. The greater part of the life of Capt. C. C. Owen has been 
devoted to husbandry, but now, in the sixty-fifth year of his age, he is 
retired from that life, and is a notary public of Protem, Mo. He was born in 
Barren County, Ky., in 1829, a son of George W. and Martha S. (Dickerson) 
Owen, natives of North Carolina and Kentucky, respectively, the birth of the 
former occurring in 180! and that of the latter in 1805. George W. Owen was 
taken by his parents to Kentucky, and there he attained man's estate and was 
married. In 1842 he came, by wagon, to Benton County, Mo., the journey 
thither occupying one month. For ten years or more the father operated a 
tanyard in Benton County, and became a well-known man in that section. 
At the opening of the Civil Warhe enlisted in the Federal Army, but was soon 
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rejected on account of his age. Up to the opening of the great conflict 
between the North and South, he was a Democrat, but he afterward became a 
stanch Republican. He became a member of the Missionary Baptist Church, 
and held to that faith until his death in 1870, his widow surviving him until 
1886. His father, John Holland Owen, was born in bonnie Scotland, but when 
quite young came with his parents and five brothers to America, and located 
in North Carolina, later in Virginia, and in 1802 in Kentu.:ky, which 
region was then in a wild and unsettled condition. Here he passed the 
remainder of his life, dying about 1850. He was of a scientific turn of mind, 
was finely educated, and for many years was a minister of the Baptist Church, 
but the last few years of his life were devoted to chemical researches. He 
attained considerable renown, and for many years was a Mason of prominence. 
Joel Dickerson, the mat.ernal grandfather, was in all probability born in Vir
ginia, but he was also one of the early settlers of Kentucky, in which State he 
died when Capt. C. C. Owen was but a lad. He was a farmer and was of 
English descent. The subject of this sketch was one ofthe following children: 
Louisa, who died in Kansas, the wife of Joseph L. Butcher; Letitia, wife of 
William E. Thurman, of Kansas; C. C. (the subject of this sketch); Joel, of 
Benton County; Elizabeth, wife of Thomas Michenor; Jane, who died in 
Benton Countv, the wife of Thomas Martin; 'William Wilson, who died in 
Jefferson City of a wound received in battle during the war, was captain of a 
company in the Eleventh Missouri Cavah'y, having formerly commanded a com
pany, which he had recruited, in the Eighth Missouri Cavalry; and John D., who 
died in Benton County when quite young. C. C. Owen attended school for 
only a few months, and when about twenty years old he began working for 
himself in a tanyaI'd. He was married in 1850, in Benton County, to Caroline, 
daughter of Patterson Y. and Sarah Russell, natives of Virginia and Kentucky, 
respectively. When young they became residents of Missouri and were there 
married, later becoming residents of Benton County, where Mr. Russel died 
in 1840, having been a farmer by occupation. His widow died in California in 
1857. Mrs. Owen was born in Boone County, Mo., and is the mother of nine 
children: Hiram F. a merchant of Protem, Mo.; Isabel, wife of A. L. Clark, 
of Marion County, Ark.; George P., a farmer of Taney County; Sarah, wife of 
C. A. James, of Taney County; John R., a farmer of that county; James W.; 
Albert M., who died in 1890, was postmaster of Protem; Emma, and one 
unnamed that died in infancy. Capt. C. C. Owen followed farming and black
smithing in Benton County until the war, and for some time filled the offices 
of assessor and constable of the county. In 1861 he joined McClurg's Brigade 
of Home Gual'ds as lieutenant, with which he served for about six months in 
Missouri. He then joined the Eighth Missouri State Militia, early in 1862, as 
orderly sergeant, and in October of the same year was made captain of Com
pany F, which he commanded until the spring of 1864, at which time he 
resigned and did service in the militia until the war closed. He was in the 
fight at Lone Jack and at Springfield, where he was an aid on Gen. Brown's 
staff. He did service in l\Iissouri, Arkansas and Indian Territory, was a 
participant 111 many skirmishes and several battles, but was never captured or 
wounded. After the war he removed to St. Clair County, Mo., where he 
served for several years as commissioner of public roads, and was engaged in 
surveying until 1870. In that year he came to Taney County, and has since 
resided at Protem, in the vicinity of which place he carried on farming for 
some time. He is now holding his fifth commission as notary public. He has 
served two terms as county surveyor and one term as probate and county judge 
of Taney County. About 1874 he was instrumental in establishing the postoffice 
at Protem, and gave it the name of" Pro tem," thinking it would be only a tem-
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porary office, and was made the first postmaster. In 1890 he was elected to rep
resent Taney County in the State Legislature and served on the committees on 
Insurance, Retrenchment, and Reform. He was census enumerator of three 
townships in this county in 1890, in fact he has been a live and progressive 
man in every respect, and is highly honored throughout Taney County. He 
has been a regularly licensed physician for the past twelve years, and during 
that time he has met with considerable success in the practice of his profes
sion. He received his license from the State Board of Health. He has been 
a Mason for forty-three years, of Land Mark Lodge No. 64, at \Varsaw, Mo., 
but now belongs to Claflin Lodge No. 229, of Protem, and he and his wife are 
members of the Christian Church. 

CAPT. JOHN JAMES SlTTON, one of the wealthiest and most influential 
citizens of Oregon County, Mo., has been prominently identified with the best 
interests of the county for many years, and no worthy movement is allowed 
to fail for want of support on his part. He is now located at Garfield, where 
he has a fine residence, and where he is highly esteemed. Capt. Sitton was 
born in Washington County, Mo., at Palmer, July 5, 1842, and he is the son of 
Harvey and Martha F. (vVingo) Sitton, natives respectively of South Carolina 
and Virginia. Harvey Sitton was a young man when he went to Washington 
County, Mo., and he there met and married Miss Wingo, who was left an 
orphan at an early age and who was brought to Missouri by her guardian. 
She is still living and resides on the old homestead where she has made her 
home for the past sixty-one years. Mr. Sitton died in 1893, when seventy
seven years of age. All his life he was engaged in farming and mining, 
and was unusually successful, working in the lead mines in his own interest 
for twenty years or more. He was of Scotch descent, his ancestors coming to 
America and settling in South Carolina in 1747 or '48, on account of political 
persecuctions. There were three brothers came over from Scotland and they 
changed the name from Setton to Sitton. The great-grandfather of our sub
ject was a soldier in the Revolutionary \Var, fought under Marion, and was in 
service a long time. His grandfather Sitton came from South Carolina to 
Cape Girardeau County, Mo., and spent a great deal of money in building a 
mill in that section. This was swept away by the floods of 1844. He died at 
Dexter, in Stoddard County. In politics he was a Democrat but not an office 
holder. The father of our subject also affiliated with the Democratic party, 
and he was a member of the M. E. Church South. The mother is also a mem
ber of that church. Of the eleven children born to his parents, our subject 
was the third child and oldest SOil. Seven of these children are now living, 
three in this county, and all are respectable, law-abiding citizens. Capt. Sitton 
secured a common-school education, and when the war broke out he aban
doned his books to enlist in the army. In May, 1861, he joined the Fourth 
Arkansas Infantry, Col. Walker's regiment. He went to Arkansas to save 
himself, as he had been offered a commission as captain to remain and com
mand a company. Soon after he left the Arkansas troops and joined the 
First Missouri State Guards, Seventh Division, and was color bearer at 
Wilson Creek. In January, 1862, he enlisted in the Confederate service for 
three years, or during the war, in the Fourth Missouri Infantry, Company 
G, and was promoted to second lieutenant. Later he was made recruiting 
officer and drill master, and still later was promoted to the rank of captain, 
Fristo's regiment, Company G, of Marmaduke's division. He was shot 
through the body at Big Blue, during Gen. Price's raid, and although the 
physicians gave him up, he was sent to hospitals at Kansas City and St. Louis, 
and as soon as he had partially recovered was taken to Johnson Island. 
There he was held until paroled. He participated in the following engage-
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ments: \Nil:son Creek, Dry Wood, Lexington, Elk Horn, Corinth, Iuka, 
Hatchie River, Grand Gulf, and the Price raid. When the war closed he had 
to be transported home by the Government. Capt. Sitton then taught school 
one year in Union and Alexandria Counties, just across from Cape Girardeau, 
in Illinois, and then taught in Oregon County for four years, or until i870. 
From 1872 to 1874 he was superintendent of public instruction in Oregon 
County, Mo., and from that time until 1879 he was sheriff and collector of 
Oregon County, Mo. In 1883 he was presiding judge of the county court of 
Oregon County, but resigned the following year, as he had so much business 
of his own to attend to. He bought land from time to time and is now the 
owner of 1,500 acres, 1,100 in the home tract. In 1867 he married Miss Nancy 
George, a native of Lincoln County, Tenn., and the daughter of David J. 
George. They have five children: Albert R., is cashier of the bank at Thayer; 
Lurah T., wife of T. B. Kilpatrick, a merchant of West Plains, this State; E. W., 
at home and managing the general merchandise store for J. J. Sitton & Sons; 
Laura A., at home, and Waif. \V., also at home. Mrs. Sitton is a member of 
the M. E. Church South but Mr. Sitton is a Free-Will Baptist in his religious 
belief. He is a Democrat politically and a Mason socially, a member of the 
Blue Lodge at Alton, No. 255. He commenced selling goods in 1878 and he 
and his sons, E. \V. and A. K., carryon this business at Garfield under the 
firm name of ].). Sitton & Sons. He has been postmaster at Garfield for 
fourteen years. ]. J. Sitton devotes most of his time to buying and selling 
real estate and in managing his farm and stock. 

AIlNI<;R ]EI."jo"ERSON PONDER. It is an indisputable fact that the United 
States stanqs alone in the preeminence of having an array of citizens, who, 
without adventitious aid or accident of birth, have attained to wealth and dis
tinction in public affairs. This is the glory of the country, and every man 
who ha"s it in him can prove himself a man. This thought naturally sug
gests itself in looking over the career of A. ]. Ponder, for he began the hard 
battle of life in early boyhood, and has climbed step by step the ladder of suc
cess until he now not only commands a goodly amollnt of this world's wealth, 
but also holds a high place in the estimation of his fellows. He is a noble 
type of the true American citizen, for he is loyal, public spirited and charitable, 
and in the community in which he has so long made his home he is a leader 
of thought and influencer of action, and always on the side of justice and right. 
He is a product of Hickman County, Tenn., for there his eyes first opened 
on the light of day December 13, 1822, his parents. Archibald and Sarah 
(Kinzie) Ponder., having ah;o been born there. In the fall of 1842 these worthy 
people started overland for Missouri, driving a yoke of oxen, their objective 
point being Arkansas, but upon their arrival in Ripley County they were 
persuaded to settle here, and a location was made in the woods, ten miles from 
Doniphan, but they afterward moved to a farm fOllr miles southwest of that 
place, on Current River. Although the land was clothed with a rich growth 
of primeval forest, many of the stately monarchs of the forest were laid low 
by the sturdy stroke of Mr. Ponder's axe, and prior to his death, which 
occurred in 1852, at the age of sixty-five years, a considerable clearing and some 
other valuabe improvements had been made. Although a gunsmith by trade, his 
attention was devoted to other pursuits after locating in Missouri, and at the 
time of his death he was ably discharging the duties of county treasurer. He 
always supported the men and measures of the Democrat party, and showed 
his approval of secret organizations by becoming a member of the Masonic 
order. By his wife, who died in 1851, he became the father of eight children, 
three of whom arc now living: Abner Jefferson; Daniel K., who is associate 
judge of Ripley County, and Albert, who is engaged in farming two miles east 
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of Doniphan. When the subject of this sketch had attained a proper age he 
was placed in the common schools of Tennessee, but after he attained his 
eleventh year much of his services were required on the farm, and thereafter 
his opportunities for acquiring an education were few and far between. At 
odd times he learned the trades of blacksmithing, gunsmithing and wagon
making, and at these occupations he worked at various times in order to 
"turn an honest penny," but after coming to Missouri he assisted his father 
to clear and improve about seventy-five acres of land before a thought was 
given to his own interests. In 1867 he moved to Doniphan and opened a 
general store, which he placed under the management of George Lee Waugh, 
but at the end of two years took the management of the business into his own 
hands, and conducted the establishment with marked success. During the 
thirteen years that he sold goods, his patronage grew and increased very 
rapidly, and extended to surrounding counties, and even into Arkansas. He 
purchased all kinds of farm products and made a specialty of cotton, which 
business proved to be quite profitable. Although at first he was compelled to 
haul all his goods from Pilot Knob·---over eighty miles away-his journeys there 
and back were cheerfully made, and notwithstanding the many inconveniences 
he experienced, owing to the newness of the country, his efforts prospered. 
For some time after the war his services were employed in settling up estates 
-more than forty in all-and although he was not the public administrator, he 
performed the duties cf that official, and in every case satisfactorily_ The 
soundness of his judg'ment soon came to be relied upon, and in 1870 the people 
of Ripley county showed the implicit faith and confidence they had in him by 
electing him to the office of county treasurer, regardless of his protests and 
the fact that his most earnest desire was to keep out of the political arena. 
He refused to make out a bond, hoping thus to force the people to make 
another selection, but this they would not do, and he reluctantly entered upon 
his duties, and filled the office with marked ability for ten years. He proved 
himself a beau ideal public servant-faithful, efficient, trustworthy and cour
teous, and upon retiring from the office he carried with him the respect and 
good-will of political foes as well as friends. While in office he built the 
county court house, but under the following circumstances: Mr. Ponder had 
gone on the bond of a man who was to do the work, as guarantee for the 
faithful performance of his contract, but these obligations were not fulfilled, 
and in order to save himself Mr. Ponder took the contract himself and erected 
the building. Since 1880 he has not been very actively engaged in business, 
but gives some attention to the real estate business and the loaning of money. 
It can with truth be said that no man has been more the architect of his own 
fortune than Mr. Ponder, for when quite young he began to make his own way 
in the world, and from that time to this has" hoed his own row." I-lis earnest 
and persistent endeavors in business life, coupled with strict integrity, honesty 
Df purpose and liberality in all directions, have resulted in placing him among 
the wealthy and highly honored citizens of the county. Unlike many who 
have made their own way in life, he is modest and unassuming in his manners, 
and the sweet spirit of charity and liberality are among his most pronounced 
characteristics. The faults and failings of others are not crimes in his eyes, 
for he is well aware that to "err is human," and believes that kindness and 
sympathy will bear better frnits than harshness and criticism. It has been his 
-good fortune to amass a large amount of wealth, but he uses it wisely and well, 
and has the satisfaction of knowing that it has been won through honorable 
and careful business methods, and never at the expense of others, and there
fore can but be a blessing. Mr. Ponder is familiarly known throughout the 
county as "Uncle Jeff," and in the various enterprises that have been projected 
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for the good of the section, he has been helpful and very generous in his sup
port. In 1844 he was married to Miss Delilah Ponder, who died soon after 
their marriage, and in 1847 he wedded Miss Sarah Ann Cross, who lived until 
a few years ago. To their union five children were given, only one of whom 
is living: Jefferson A., who is a successful farmer of this county. Those 
deceased are Catherine, wife of Daniel Yingling; Elizabeth, who was the wife 
of Robert Russell of this county; Rudie Ophelia, who is the wife of Thomas 
Sandling of this county, and Louisa, who died when quite young. Therecia 
Young became the third wife of Mr. Ponder, but died very shortly after their 
marriage, and Jane Cross, whom he next wedded, also died soon after the 
celebration of their nuptials. He next married Mrs. Margaret Dalton, widow 
of Elijah Dalton, Sr. Mr. Ponder is an elder in the Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church, is a member of the A. F. & A.M., was the first master of Doniphan 
Lodge, and represented that lodge in the Grand Lodge of the State. Politi
cally he has ever been a stanch Democrat. 

CAPT. JAMES BERRIEN HARPER. He whose name heads this sketch is one 
of the substantial citizens and successful agriculturists of Barren Creek Town
ship, Baxter County, Ark., but was born in Franklin County, Ga., November 
17, 1833, a son of Andrew Knox and Anna (Little) Harper, natives of Virginia 
and Georgia, respectively. \Vhen a young man the father went to Georg-ia 
and was married in Franklin County, and in 1839 moved to Pontotoc County, 
Miss., where he made his home until his death in 1851, at the age of fifty-six 
years, his wife having died in Pontotoc County when forty-one years old. 
The father was a successful business man, was original and independent in his 
views, and was an active and earnest member of the Methodist Church. Six 
children were born to himself and wife, only two of whom are now living: 
James Berrien and Hattie T. (Racon). the latter residing- on Florida coast. 
The Harpers are of Irish origin. Capt. James Berrien Harper was educated 
in the common schools of Pontotoc County, and since his sixteenth year he 
has had the cares of a family on his shoulders, for after the death of his 
father, he took his place as well as he could and cared for the younger mem
bers of the family. In January, 1862, he enlisted in Company E, of the Third 
Mississippi Infantry, but after the capture of Ft. Donelson he became a part 
of the Forty-third Mississippi Infantry, and was elected first lieutenant of 
Company E, just before Gen. Grant closed the lines around Vicksburg-. He 
was also at Corinth. Abbeville and Grenada, was in all the engagements of the 
Atlanta Campaign, Jonesboro, Columbia, Franklin and Nashville. At the 
close of the war he was with Capt. Gamble. He was captured twice during 
the war but succeeded in making his escape each time, and was not wounded 
during his service. He returned home to find himsclf totally without means 
and once more had to begin at the bottom of the ladder. Instead of being- dis
couraged he at once beg-an the work of hauling cotton to Memphis, at which 
time that commodity brought a large price. In that humble way he once more 
secured a start in the world, and in 1866 he made a fair crop. He then sold out 
and came to Arkansas, locating on the farm where he is now living, where he 
owns 240 acres of fine farming land, of which 135 acres are under cultivation, 
although at the time of his purchase but twenty acres were under the plow. 
Aside from this all the improvements on the place have been made by him 
and arc of such a nature that the place has been greatly increased in value. 
On May 20,1856, he led to the altar Miss May C. Little, who was born in 
Georgia, and to them seven children have been given: J. K., who is a tiller of 
the soil and makes his home with his parents; C. B., is in the stock business 
in Marion County, Ark.; Crawford \Vinston is a farmer of Ellis County, Tex.; 
Lily Maud is the wife of Lee Gardner, of Laclede County, Mo.; Ann,l Dora, 
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is the wife of Ham Strait, of Johnson County, Tex., and Minnie, is the wife of Hiram Irvin, of this county. Lula (deceased), was the wife of L. E. Hopper, of Mountain Home. Capt. Harper and his wife are members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, in which he is a steward, and politically he has always been in sympathy with the Democrat party. 

ANDERSON COLEMAN. It is a pleasure to chronicle the history of a man whose life has been one of honor and usefulness, and although he is considerable past the zenith of his career, Mr. Coleman has accumulated sufficient means to pass his declining years in peace and plenty. He is one of the old pioneers of Carter County, Mo., to which section he came in 1858, and is honored and esteemed throughout its length and breadth. Mr. Coleman was born in Tennessee, October, 14, 1822, and the son of vVilliam and Betsey (Vaughan) Coleman, both of whom died in North Carolina. Thefatherwas a soldier in the War of 1812. The grandfather, Spencer Coleman, was a soldier in the Revolutionary War. His ancestors came from England to America prior to the Revolutionary 'War, and settled in Virginia. Anderson Coleman was one of eleven children and when a young man removed to North Carolina. Later he retumed to Tennessee, and in 1858 he came to Carter County, making the joumey with ox teams, and settled in Carter County, on a farm near Van Buren, where he resided seventeen years. For some time during his residence in Carter County he held the office of constable, elected in 1866 or 1867. From there he moved to Wayne County and later to Reynolds County. All his life he has tilled the soil and has met with substantial results. He was married in Tennessee to Miss Martha Allen, a native of Tennessee, bam in 1823, and the daughter of Maj. James Allen, who was a soldier and officer in the War of 1812. Mrs. Coleman died in 1866. She was the mother of eleven children. After her death Mr. Coleman married a Mrs. Kelley, who died shortly afterward, and he married Mrs. Malinda Hixson. She, too, died, and he then married Mrs. Mills, who bore him one child, Cora, who is still living. Mr. Coleman is a well-known man in Missouri and one of the most prominent early farmers. In politics he is a Democrat. He has reared a large family of children of whom he may well be proud, for they are honorable, upright and prominent citizens. ML Coleman has now retired from the active duties of life and is spending his declining years quietly and peacefully. W. J. HORNBARGER, M. D. The value to any community of a professional man is not marked merely by his leaming and skill, his proficiency in medical and surgical practice, but also by his character, both private and professional, his honorable adherence to medical ethics and his personal integrity and benevolence of purpose. These characteristics are combined in Dr. \V. ]. Hornbarger of Heber, Ark., and it is with pleasure that a short sketch of his life is here given. He was bom near Quitman, Cleburne County, Ark., January 25, 1860, his parents being Washington and Jane (Hood) Hornbarger who were born, reared and married in Henderson County, Tenn. They came to what is now Cleburne County, Ark., in 1859 and at the breaking out of the great Civil War the father joined an Arkansas regiment of infantry for the Confederate States Army, was later captured, and died while in the Federal prison at Little Rock. His widow survived him but a short time, when she, too, passed away and the subject of this sketch was then taken by his grandfather, J. E. Hornbarger, with whom he made his home for some time. About six years since the grandfather was called from life, at the extreme old age of about ninety years. In the common schools of his native county Dr. \V. J. Hornbargcr received his initiatory training, after which he entered Clinton Academy and later Quitman College, working his own way through school frol11 start to finish and overcoming all kinds of obstacles in manner to reflect the highest 
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credit upon him. In 1884 he commenced teaching school.' but with no inten
tion of making that calling his life work. He was appoInted county school 
examiner in 1885-6-7 and later engaged in the drug business with Judge 
Meneese, and during the two years that he was connected with this establish
ment studied medicine in addition to dealing out drugs. In 1889-90 and 1890-
91 he pursued his investigations in the Medical Department of the University 
of Arkansas, at Little Rock and in April, 1891, graduated from that institution, 
after which he at once located in Heber, where he has a very large practice. 
He was appointed a member of the County Medical Board in 1:)91, selving 
until July, 1893, when the law creating county boards was repealed. He has 
always been a close, careful and painstaking student and has wisely continued 
his studies since graduating and makes a careful study of every case that 
comes under his care, and this is no doubt one of the secrets of his success. 
He has made a specialty of the study of surgery, and on various occasions has 
proven himself a skillful and intelligent surgeon. He deserves the greatest 
credit for the perseverence he has shown under difficulties, and of him it may 
with truth be said that he is a ., self-made man." February 6, IS87, he was 
married to Miss Elva Spinks, and both are worthy members of the Baptist 
Church. Socially the Doctor is a Mason, and master of his lodge. 

R. I. JANUARY. Youth is not a bar to promotion, for the American people 
have learned that ability is not measured by the length of time man has spent 
upon earth. Some men might live a thousand years and not know anything, 
and others are bright and able to take their places among men long before 
they have arrived at mature manhood. The subject of this sketch belongs to 
the latter class, for he was bright at school, brilliant as a student of law, and 
now that he is a member of the bar, has a good practice, which rapidly 
increases from year to year, R. I. January is a native of this State, born in 
Oregon County October 26, 1850, son of J oab and Amanda M. (Ward) January. 
The father was a native of Tennessee and of French origin. For many years 
he lived in Memphis, but in 1846 he came to Oregon County, Mo., and there 
followed farming and stockraising until his death in 1860. His wife also 
passed away in that county. She was of Irish descent. Mr. January was a 
soldier in the Mexican War. Seven children were born to this estimable 
couple: George 'vV., of Graniteville, Mo.; Sallie, wife of Gentry Moyer, of 
Iron County; R. 1., subject; Annis, wife of William H. Shy, of this county; 
Joseph F., who is living at Lesterville, is a minister; Emma, wife of Giles 
Henderson of Iron County; and Mary, who died young. Mr. and Mrs. January 
attended the Baptist Church and she was a member of the same. He was a 
Democrat in politics and a man well and favorably known in south Missouri 
in his day. He received a land grant for his services in the Mexican War. 
The original of this notice passed his boyhood and youth in Oregon County 
and he attended the schools of Union and Johnson Counties, Ill. In 1870 he 
began the study of law in this county and in r882 he was admitted to practice. 
For many years he taught school, and in 1877 he was elected to the office of 
county school commissioner. In 1882 he was elected to the office of county 
clerk and in 1888 he was made prosecuting attorney, holding that office two 
years. At the present time he is giving his attention to the practice of law 
and is one of the leading attorneys of the county. During the time he was 
in office he was in the real estate business, and he now has three farms of 600 
acres in this county. He is possessed of excellent business acumen and is a 
self-made man, all his accumulations being the result of industry and good 
management on his part. He has a handsome residence in Centreville and 
has made money by buying and selling lands. Mr. January is deeply inter
ested in the iron mines in Reynolds County. In the year 1877 he was married 
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to Miss Belle C. Shy, a product of Reynolds County, Mo., and the daughter 
of Alfred and Sarah J. Shy of this county, where Mr. Shy was county and 
cireuit clerk for eight years. He died in 1884, but Mrs. Shy is living and 
makes her home in Centreville. Mr. and Mrs. January's marriage resulted in 
the birth of five children: Minnie, Ella, Alfred, Otto and Carl. Otto, a bright 
boy, died when three and a half years old. They attend the Baptist Church 
and contribute liberally to its support. He is a stanch Democrat in politics 
and takes a deep interest in all worthy enterprises, schools, etc. Socially he 
is a Mason and master of Reynolds Lodge No. 385, at Centreville. 

A. S. LAYTON. "The banking business is a clean and honorable one, and 
most astute and able minds of the country find in that line the most congenial 
work. No branch of business in America can make a stronger showing of 
solid thinkers, brilliant financiers or more subtle organizers, and A. S. Layton, 
the founder of the Bank of Yell ville, Ark., is regarded as one of these. He 
was born in Greene County, Mo., January I I, 1843, a son of Augustus S. and 
Ellen (Scott) Layton, the formera native of Spottsylvania County, Va., born in 
1813, and a son of John and Elizabeth Layton, who were of Scotch lineage, 
the grandfather being a soldier of the War of 1812. He left Virginia and emi
grated to Greene County, Mo., in 1847, settling in the vicinity of Springfield, 
where he lived until 1854, then located in Christian County, near Ozark. Dr. 
Augustus S. Layton, the father of the subject of this sketch, grew to manhood 
in Virginia and received a liberal education for his day. He was married in 
that State, after which he removed to Mississippi, and made his home in the 
vicinity of Coffeeville until 1842, at which time he removed to Greene County, 
Mo., and there made his home until 1846, with the exception of a short time 
spent in Texas and Mississippi. He then went to Forsyth, Taney County, 
Mo., and began the practice of medicine, following it with success up to 1852, 
when he established the Layton saw mills fourteen miles south of Forsyth, 
which was in successful operation until the opening ofthe Civil War. He and 
his family then went South, and after the close of the war returned to Arkan
sas, and took up their home at Yellville, Marion County, in quite reduced cir
cumstances. He had been wealthy and quite an extensive slave owner. He 
once more took up the practice of medicine, continloling it up to 1877, in which 
year his death occurred in Yellville. He was a man of more than ordinary 
prominence in the different counties in which he lived, was a strong Demo
crat, active in all public matters, but was never an aspirant for public prefer
ment. He was a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church. At his death, 
which occurred when he was sixty-four years of age, he left a small property. 
His wife, was also a Virginian by birth, and she and the Doctor became the 
parents of eleven children, eight of whom they reared: Leonidas, who died 
in Texas, in 1871, was a Confederate soldier; Licurgus was killed in the early 
part of the war; John died at the age of sixteen; Amanda is the wife of Mr. 
Masey of South Dakota; Elizabeth, who died in 1876, was the ·wife of R. Jef
fries, of Greene County, Mo.; A. S.; Ellen is the widow of Dr. Hart, of this 
State; G. W. is living in Oakland, Ark.; Sadie is the wife of J. B. Wilson, of 
Yellville; and Austin, who is a resident of Yellville. The mother died in 1885, 
at the home of her son, A. S. Layton, in Yellville. He whose name heads this 
sketch passed his boyhood days in Greene and Taney Counties, attending the 
common schools of the county, and gained a good practical education by 
close application. In r86r, when about seventeen years old, he entered the 
army, as a member of Company I, Fourth Missouri Regiment, and was in the 
engagements at Wilson's Creek, Elkhorn, Corinth, Iuka, Holly Springs, Baker's 
Creek, Vicksburg and Fort Blakely. He was twice wounded by gun shot, 
once at Fort Blakely and again at Baker's Creek. He was taken prisoner at 
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Vicksburg. After the war he located in Taney County, Ark., refitted the saw 
mill which had been erected there by his father, and he and his brother Leon
idas operated it successfully until 1868 or '69, when he entered school at Berry
ville, Ark., after leaving which he carne to Yellville and began clerking in the 
store of L. S. Layton. He soon after opened a general store of his own, which 
he operated up to 1890, having a liberal patronage and doing a large business. 
The most of the time he was in business by himself, but at one time he and W. 
C. McBee were associated, and at another J. S. Cowdrey, was his partner. 
During the twenty years that he was in the mercantile business he never lost 
$500 in bad debts. He is a far seeing and practical man of affairs, honorable 
and upright in every particular and of a genial and kindly dispositioIl. He has 
been engaged in the banking and brokerage business for the past eight years, 
and in June, 1892, opened up the Bank of Yellville, a private concern with a 
paid-up capital of $25,000, and has dealt largely in county bonds and papers 
and school script. He owned lands to the amount of 1,400 acres, a portion of 
which is valuable mineral land and nearly all of which is available for farming. 
Mr. Layton is quite an extensive operator and has several good mines in oper
ation, one of which is Sugar Orchard Mine, in the northwest part of the county 
near Dodd City. Mr. Layton is a Democrat, and has been a delegate to State 
and national conventions, but is not an office-seeker, his extensive business 
operations fully occupying his time and attention. He is a member of Yell
ville Lodge of the A. F. & A. M., and has always taken much interest in 
the progress of the schools of his section. He was married in this county in 
1871, to J\1iss M. 'Nilson, a daughter of J. C. Wilson, who lives two miles east 
of Yellville, and to them a family of seven children have been given, six of 
whom are living: Edna E., wife of J. C. Berry; William, who died at the age 
of fourteen months; Virgie L., who is the wife of Dr. W. W. Walton, of Oak
land, Ark.; Flora A.; Walter; Lonnie; and Willie, a daughter. Mr. Layton 
and his family are attendants of the Methodist Episcopal Church South, and 
are well known and highly regarded in Yellville. They have a pretty horne 
on Main Street, and the Bank building, erected in 1892, is a model of perfec
tion in appearance and structure. Mr. Layton is one of the public-spirited 
men of the county and is justly considered a valuable acquisition to the town 
in which he has so long made his home. 

BALEY SMITH. One of the early pioneers of Reynolds County, Mo., owes 
his nativity to Tennessee, his birth occurring in Scott County on November ro, 
1841. His parents, John and Nancy (Cotton) Smith, were both born in that 
county. His grandfather, Isaac Smith, died in that State. John Smith and his 
brother, Barton, carne to Reynolds County at an early date, about 1844, and 
for one year followed farming on Webb's Creek. After that John came to 
Kelley's Creek and bought the land where his son, Isaac Smith, is now 
living. He opened up this farm and by industry and perseverence became the 
owner of agood farm. He made the trip from Tennessee with ox team and 
came with quite a company of emigrants, the Cottons, Chitwoods and others, all 
of whom settled in this county. Part of the time Mr. Smith sold goods, and 
he was also a large dealer in stock, continuing the business until his death in 
1868. Politically he was a Democrat, but he took no part in the Civil War. 
He was a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and one of the most 
prominent men in the county. His wife was a daughter of Aaron Cotton, a 
pioneer and well-known man of this county. She was born in Tennessee, and 
was there married to Mr. Smith, whom she accompanied to Missouri in 1844. 
Her death occurred in this county in 1882. Ten children were the fruits of 
this union, six sons and four daughters, as follows: Baley, subject; Elvira, 
now deceased, was the wife of A. Barnes; Daniel C., a farmer of Reynolds 
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County; Isaac, a farmer in Kelley Valley; Calvin E., a farmer in Kelley Val
ley; Frankley, a farmer in Texas; Veetile, who died when thirty years of age, 
was a man of family; Matilda J. died when small; Nancy A., wife of Edward vVil
kins of Carter County, and one died young. The mother was a member of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. As our subject was but three years of age 
when brought by his parents to Missouri, all his recollections are of this State. 
He attended the schools of Kelley Valley, and was taught the duties of farm 
life at an early age. In 1862 he started out to struggle with the stern realities 
of life for himself, and his first move was to enlist in the Confederate Army, 
Company C. He served three years under Marmaduke, and was in a number 
of battles and skirmishes. He was taken prisoner and held three months at 
Pilot Knob. After the war he returned to this valley and began his career as 
a farmer. In 1865 he married Miss Juline L. Reed, a nativeofShannonCounty, 
1\10., and the daughter of Dr. Thomas and Mary (Chilton) Reed, who moved 
to Shannon County at an early day. There Dr. Reed died in 1861 and his wife 
soon after. Almost immediately after marriage our subject moved to the 
valley where he now lives and began farming, which occupation he has con
tinued since. He has a tract of 200 acres, and as a farmer and stockman 
has met with good success. In politics he is a Democrat, and he and wife 
hold membership in the Methodist Episcopal Church. At one time Mr. 
Smith was justice of the peace in Logan township. Three children have been 
born to his marriage: Simri, a young man studying law; Malinda ]., wife of 
J. vVood, a farmer; and Mary, who died when five yean; of age. 

JunGE W. N. EVANS. Judge W. N. Evans, of the Twentieth Judicial Dis
trict of Missouri, makes his home in the northwestern part of \Vest Plains, 
where he has a handsome residence on Garfield Avenue. He is a native of 
Owsley County, Ky., born September II, 1849, and the son of W. N. and 
Elizabeth (Hurst) Evans. The grandfather, John Evans, was a native of 
\Vales, who came to this country at an early day and settled in old Virginia. 
Later he moved to east Tennessee and there passed the remainder of his days. 
He had but three children, two sons and a daughter. The father of our sub
je'~t was born in east Tennessee in 1824, and his early life was spent on a farm. 
There he married and resided until 1849, when he moved to Kentucky, where 
he was among the pioneers. He followed farming there and was one of the 
prominent men in the county. He held a number of offices in Owsley County. 
\Vhen the Civil War broke out he enlisted in the Tenth Kentucky, Confederate 
army, and served in the Virginia army. Mr. Evans participated in a number 
of prominent engagements and was taken a prisoner of war in the latter part 
of 1863, being confined in the Rock Island Prison, Ill., where he soon after 
died. He was always a strong Democrat and a prominent and influential man 
in the section in which he lived. Of the nine children born to his marriage, 
seven are still living. Mrs. Evans is living near l\Iarshfield, vVebster County, 
Mo., and is in the enjoyment of comparatively good health. Judge W. N. 
Evans was th ird in order of birth of the above mentioned family. He and 
his two elder brothers, James A. and George S., enlisted in the Confederate 
Army in 1864, Twelfth Tennessee Cavalry, but our subject was later transferred 
to the Fourth Kentucky Mounted Infantry. James ane! George are now liv
ing at Thayer, Oregon County, Mo., and are railroad men. The younger 
brothers are, John C. B., who is living in Webster County; T. E. G., a resident 
of Thayer, Mo., and Grandville P., who is residing in Mt. Grove, Mo., a drug
gist. The sisters are, Mary, now Mrs. Casteel of \\1ebster County, flIo., and 
Sarah, deceased, was the wife of Mr. Rice. One brother, Isaac, died when 
twenty-five years of age. In his native State our subject passed his early life, 
on the waters of the Kentucky River, and there learned habits of industry that 
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have remained with him through life. He had very little schooling before the 
war and became a soldier before he had gained any knowledge of figures. 
Judge Evans served from August, ~864, till July, 1865, and was in the battle 
of Cedar Gap, Tenn., Cross Road, Bulls Gap, Strawberry Plain, Morristown, 
Tenn., and Wytheville, Va. From the latter place he was sent on a forced 
march to reenforce Gen. Lee, but while at Salem, Va., Lee surrendered. The 
Judge served as a private. He was between fourteen and fifteen years of age 
when he entered the army, and he was the youngest soldier in his command. 
After the war the Judge located at Tazewell, East Tenn., and while there 
farmed for $8 per month. In 1869 he came to Missouri, and located in Web
ster County, where he remained until 1871. He then went to Arkansas and 
began teaching school in Pope County. He had but three months' schooling 
in Webster County, but he taught in Arkansas and Indian Territory. 
Not liking the profession, he, however, continued to teach at intervals, follow
ing the same in Lamar County, Tex., where he also raised a crop of cotton. 
In 1873 he returned to Missouri and taught school up to 1876. He studied 
law at the same time and was admitted to the Webster County bar in March, 
1875. The following year he took up the practice of law and since then has 
followed the profession. In 1877 he was elected superintendent of public 
schools of Webster Country, but soon resigned the position and since then 
has practiced law. In 1878 he moved to Oregon County, located at Alton 
and practiced there until coming to Howell County in April, 1885. While a 
resident of Oregon County, the fi:-st year he was made prosecuting attorney 
of the county by a large majority above the three men in the field for the 
same office. He was reelected in 1880, but resigned the office. After coming 
to this county and settling in West Plains, he was on the ticket of President 
Cleveland's electors in 1888, in the Fourteenth Congressional District, and 
was also chairman of the Democratic County Central Convention. He was 
appointed circuit judge of the Twentieth Judicial District by Gov. Frasier 
in 1891, was elected to the same office in 1892, and has held that position 
since. The Judge has a wide reputation as a criminal lawyer, and is well known 
as such in south Missouri. He has conducted a large number of noted 
criminal cases to a successful issue and has proved himself eminently worthy 
the confidence reposed in him by all classes. He is shrewd and quick in grasp
ing points of law and his decisions are usually ready to be given when the 
arguments are given. Careful in the preparation of his cases, he has the 
ability to present them in a concise, logical and convincing manner. Judge 
Evans is a Mason and a Knight Templar. He has always affiliated with the 
Democratic party and has been a delegate to State and Congressional conven
tions. He is connected with the West Plains Bank, as a stockholder, and is 
interested in real estate in that city, Thayer and Alton. Judge Evans was 
married in August, 1875, to Miss Sarah A. Smith, daughter of W. H. Smith, of 
Webster County, Mo., and they have four children: Ethel, Earl, Paule and 
Hazel. The two eldest are attending school. The family hold membership 
in th~ Methodist Episcopal Church South. 

HON. J. W. PATE. This gentleman is one of the most substantial farmers 
of Van Buren County, Ark., if not in his section of the State, and he has, 
through his enterprise, intelligence and public spirit, contributed his full 
share to the magnificent development of the section in which he resides. He 
was born in the county in which he now lives on the Red River, February 26, 
1841, a son of William and Lovica (McAllister) Pate, the former of whom was 
born in Georgia, and was a son of James and Nancy Pate, who were of 
Scotch-Irish descent. The Pate family settled in this county during colonial 
days and some of the members of the family were soldiers of the Revolution. 
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James Pate was a soldier in the War of 1812. In 1834 William Pate moved 
from Mississippi to Arkansas, the journey thither being made by wagon. 
They made a settlement on Red River and were among the pioneers of the 
section. The father died in 1854, in Conway County, Ark., having been a Jife
long farmer and successful business man. His wife was born in Holmes 
County, Miss, a daughter of David McAllister, a member of an old Missis
sippi family, from which State his father came to Van Buren County, Ark. 
The parents of Hon. J. W. Pate were married in this county and here the 
mother died in 1879, having become the mother of eight children, as follows: 
Julia, who is the wife of James Fulkers9n, of Erath County, Tex.; Mary A., 
who died after her marriage to J. IV!. Waddell; J. W., the subject of this 
sketch; Vney, wife of J. P. Gordon, of Texas; David, who was killed during 
the war in Van Buren County, Ark., having been a soldier under Gen. Price; 
William J. is a merchant of Clinton, Ark.; Dicy is the wife of J. K. Hatchett; 
Susan died after her marriage with S. H. Bradley, and Sarah, who is the wife 
of Dr. \V. R. Greeson. The family for many years back have been supporters 
of the Democrat party and the younger members of the family are still 
strong in that faith. Hon. J. W. Pate was taken to Conway County, Ark., 
when he was three years of age and in that county he was reared and 
educated. In 1861 he enlisted in Company A, Seventeenth Arkansas Infantry, 
with which he served throughout the war, the first year of his service being 
east of the Mississippi River. At the end of that time he was made lieuten
ant of his company and his command was then ordered west of the Mississippi 
River and he participated in the battles of Prairie Grove, Marks' Mill, Poison 
Springs, Jenkins' Ferry, Little Rock, Pine Bluff, and was with Price on his 
raid through Missouri, in nearly all the engagements of which he was an 
active participant. At the close of the war he returned home, having sur
rendered at Jacksonport. Notwithstanding the changed condition of affairs, 
he at once energetically engaged in farming, and to this occupation the most 
of his attention has been given ever since, although he has also been engaged 
in mercantile pursuits in Clinton. He has a farm of 500 acres on a branch of 
the Red River, two miles from Clinton, nearly all of which is fine farming 
land. He is a member of the A. F. & A. M., has ever been a stanch Dem
ocrat in politics and has represented his county in the State Legislature since 
1892. He has always been active in public matters, is decidedly public spir
ited and has frequently been a delegate to State and congressional conven
tions. He was married in 1866 to Mrs. America Gordon, a daughter of 
Samuel Griggs, who came to this county in 1833 from Maury County, Tenn., 
and died here in 1861. His wife, who was Fannie Maddox, died here in 1888. 
They were married in Tennessee and upon their arrival in Arkansas settled on 
Red River, eight miles from Clinton. Mrs. Pate was born in Van Buren 
County, October 27, 1842, being one of a family of nine children born to her 
parents: Felix, who died while serving in the Civil War, in 1863; Nancy, who 
is the wife of William Hardy; Tennessee, who died young; John, who was 
killed in 1864; Duke H., who died some ten years ago, a man of family and a 
farmer by occupation; Samuel, who also died about ten years ago, leaving a 
family; William is a farmer on Red River. To Mr. and Mrs. Pate six children 
have been given: William S., who is married to a Miss York, and has one 
child, James W. (he is living on a farm two miles west of town); Effie and 
Fannie; Robert and Clarkie are attending school; the other child, Joseph E., 
died in infancy. Mr. and Mrs. Pate are people well respected by all and have 
many warm friends. 

DR. C. B. ELKINS. The noble 'profession of medicine affords to the stu
dent in that science a never-ending source of investigation and experiment. 
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New remedies are constantly being discovered, steady progress is being made 
in surgery and new diseases are presenting themselves under varying forms 
of civilization. In the noble army of workers in this great field may be found 
the name of Dr. C. B. Elkins, who, since 1888, has resided in Ozark, Christian 
County, Mo. He came from Cannon County, Tenn., in 1870, and with his 
father settled in Christian County about three miles from Ozark. There his 
father, H. R. Elkins, still resides. Dr. Elkins owes his nativity to Tennessee; 
in which State his birth occurred in 1862. His mother, Ruth Neely, was also 
born in that State and was a daughter of Alexander Neely. The Elkins 
family have been known in America ever since colonial days and have been 
residents of Tennessee from the very early history of that State. \Nhen Dr. 
Elkins was five years old he was left motherless with a brother and sister. The 
former, Euclid Elkins, became a man of family and died in Ozark County, Mo., 
in 1881, and the latter, Melissa, became the wife of\N. L. Phillips of Christian 
County. After the death of the wife and mother, the father married again and 
by his second wife became the father of two sons, James T. and \Villiam B. 
James T. is with the Johnson Witty Drug Company, and William B. is with 
J. L. Lee Tie and Timber Company, Sparta, Mo. The Doctor first attended 
the district schools of Christian County, and in 1880 began the study of medi
cine under Dr. 1. N. Rogers of Rogersville, Mo., with whom he remained for 
some time, after which he entered the Missouri Medical College of St. Louis, 
and graduated from the same in March, 1885. He began practicing his pro
fession with Dr. Rogers, but in 1886 moved to Sparta and two years later 
formed a partnership \vith Dr. John H. Fulbright, at Ozark, Mo., with whom 
he has since been connected in the practice of his profession, their patronage 
extending over a large extent of territory, comprising several counties. The 
Doctor is- a member of the Southwest Missuuri Medical Association, and so
cially he belongs to the Ozark Lodge No. 352 of the A. F. & A. M. and the 
A. O. U. \V. The Doctor was married to Miss l~lice Flag of Rogersville, a 
daughter of Capt. S. A. Flag', who was a soldier of the Civil \Var and died at 
Marshfield, Mo., when Mrs. Elkins was but a child, his wife's death occurring 
in 1882. To their union four children were born. The Doctor and his wife 
have one son, Ralph, who is a bright and promising lad. Dr. and Mrs. Elkins 
are worthy members ofthe Christian Church, and politically he is a Democrat. 

H. C. KING. This gentleman is the able cashier of the Boone County 
Bank, at Harrison, Ark., which is one of the most extensive banking concerns 
in this part of the State, and is doing a successful general banking business. 
It was established March 3, 1886, with a capital stock of $20,000, and R. S. 
Armitage was made its president, R. F, King, Jr., cashier, and D. N. Fulbright 
vice-president, but in October, 1888, the capital stock was increased to $50,000, 
and R. F. King became president, R. S. Armitage vice-president, and H. C. 
King cashier. The following board of directors were elected: M. L. Aderhalt, 
William A. Greever, A. S. Layton, Dr. J. L. Sims, G. C. Rhodes, E. J. Rhodes, 
G. W. Zigler, R. F. King and H.' C. King. A new building for this bank is in 
process of erection in Harrison, and will be a handsome and modern structure, 
substantially built. This bank does an extremely large business, and during 
the late panic in banking circles had the entire confidence of the public. The 
average deposits amount to about $60,000, and the bank, in addition to its gen
eral exchange, annually handles some $200,000 exchange for the extensive 
stock industry of this section. Since the new organization, in 1888, the bank 
has paid a dividend of 9 pel- cent., and carries a 3 per cent. surplus fund. H. 
C. King was born in Boone County January 18, 1855, the fifth of seven children 
born to Robert F. and l'hcebe C. (Orr) King, natives of Tennessee and Ken
tucky, respectively, who came to Boone County, Ark., from Kentucky at an 
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early day. They opened up a farm in the vicinity of Lead Hi1l, but at the 
opening of the war moved to Greene County, Mo., and at the close of the con
flict returned to find the most of the goodly property they had accumulated 
swept away. They lived in a small log stable the first year after their return, 
then once more made im provements and lived on the place up to [875, when 
they moved to Lead Hill, and in [879 to Harrison, the father's death occurring 
in this place. He was a Whig prior to the war, a Union man during that time 
and a Democrat afterward. His widow and seven children survive him: 
Frances, wife of David McCord;James M., of Harrison; Samuel, a farmer of 
the county; Alfred L., also a farmer; Henry c.; l\1attie c.; and Robert F., who 
is president of the above mentioned bank. Henry C. King attended the com
mon schools of the county until he was seventeen years old, at which time he 
engaged in drug business at Lead Hi1l, which he followed with some success 
for three years. However, his taste was in the line of office work, and he 
secured a position in the county clerk's office, receiving for his services 50 
cents per day, out of which he paid his board and bought his clothing. After 
remaining thus employed for two years he was appointed deputy clerk at a 
salary of $[ per day, and, concluding this was sufficient to support a wife, 
he accordingly married Ida Crawford. At the end of four years he was made 
county clerk, and at the end of two terms he retired from politics without being 
defeated in an election. During the eight years that he was in the clerk's 
office he pursued the study of law, was connected with the Harrison Times 
for one year, and in 1884 was admitted to the bar. After practicing his pro
fession for twclve months, he entered the United States Land Office as chief 
clerk, which office he left to become assistant cashier in the Boone County 
Bank, where he is nO\\l cashier. His wife was born in Missouri, a daughter of 
Col. Robert 'IN. Crawford, and to them havc been given five children: Helen, 
Ida, Alfred L., Jr., Vera and Edith. Mr. and l\Trs. King arc members of the 
Christian Church, and socially he is a member of the 1. O. O. F. He was for 
four or five years a member of the board of city aldermen and was for six 
years on the school board. A Democrat in politics, 11e is a man of original 
and independent views, follows no established forms, but at all times thinks for 
himself. He is one of the largest stockholders in the BooneCounty Bank, has 
a pleasant home in Harrison, besides other town and acre property, and is in 
the enjoyment of a competency earned through his own efforts. While in the 
clerk's office he secured a patent on what is known as King's Index to County 
Papers and Records, which is being largely used throughout the State, and he 
also has an abstract of title for real estate and a bank cash book wh ich are 
patented and copJ"righted. Robert F. King, his brother, president of the 
Boone County Bank, was born in this county l\!ay 14, 1864, and his boyhood 
days were spent in attending school at Lead Hill, afterward graduating from 
the Little Rock Commercial College in the class of IS83. He immediately 
engaged in the insurance business in Harrison, an occupation which has since 
received his attention, and in connection with his brother, H. c., has conducted 
a mercantile establishment at Valley Springs, their stock being valued at 
$4,000. He was also associated in the same business with a Mr. Schweitzer in 
Harrison for several years, and he and his brother, A. L., and John Morrow 
built a brick livery stable in Harrison, which they operated for some time. 
He was in the cotton commission business from [885 to 1890, and handled 
5,000 or 6,000 bales per year, and for se\"eral years was engaged in the manu
factme of harness am! saddles. He is now engaged in selling the Springfield 
wagon and has speculated largcly in real estate, and in addition to his other 
numerous business ventures has also carried on farming. He has ever been 
wide awake, pushing and enterprising, and as a result has a considerable 
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amount of this world's goods. He has always been a lover of fine stock, has 
brought quite a number of fine animals to the county, and has bought and sold 
cattle, making a success of this line of work. He is a Democrat in politics, is 
a member of the city council, and his wife is a member of the Christian 
Church. He was married May 15, 1887, to Miss Walsie Weaver, a daughter of 
R. B. Weaver, of Rally Hill, and they live in a handsome residence in the south 
part of Harrison. He is one of the wealthiest men of the county, and what he 
has has been obtained through his own good fighting qualities. Alfred L. 
King, another brother, was born in Boone County, October 23, 185 I, and his boy
hood days were spent on the old home farm. He gained a good education in 
the common schools, and at the age of twenty-two years was married to Miss 
Eliza H. Kelley, a daughter of Adam L. Kelley, who settled in Boone County 
from Tennessee soon after the war. She was born in Tennessee August 26, 
1850, and after her marriage with Mr. King located in Lead Hill, where he 
was successfully engaged in the drug business with his brother, H. C. King. 
In November, 1876, he moved to Harrison, and here opened a drug store, but 
sold out two years later and began discharging the duties of justice of the 
peace, and later of deputy county clerk under his brother, Ii. C. In 1882 
he was elected county and circuit clerk and ex-officio recorder; he hdd this 
position up to 1884, then becoming a commercial traveler for a St. Louis house, 
with whom he remained up to 1885. In June of that year he was appointed 
receiver of public moneys in the U. S. Land Office at Harrison, a position he 
ably filled until November, 1889. He then became connected with the 
Adler-Goldman Commission Company, of St. Louis, and has been their repre
sentative since that time. He has since bought, or furnished· money to buy, 
nearly all the cotton raised in northwestern Arkansas. Since May, 1889, he 
has been a half owner of the harness and saddle company of Frew & King, 
which is the largest concern of the kind in that portion of the State, and they 
are engaged in the manufacture of a fine class of goods. I n 1893 he bought 
the Armitage farm of 477 acres, adjoining Harrison, of which 250 acres are 
under cultivation, and he is now largely engaged in dealing in and raising 
stock. He has come to be regarded as one of the best business men in the 
county, is remarkably energetic, public spirited and active. He has been a 
delegate to State and National conventions. To Mr. King" and his first wife 
four children were given: Henry c., a clerk in the Boone County Bank, and 
is a promising young man; Ruby G.; Kelley K.; and one that died in infancy. 
Mrs. King died October 2, 1880, and May IS, 1887, he married Laura G. McCor
mick; one child, James B., was born of this union. The present Mrs. King 
was born in Springfield, Mo., l'vlarch 26, IS70, a da1lghter of B. F. McCormick, 
who died in 1880. He was a stockman of prominence and was honored and 
respected by all who knew him. Mr. King is a leader in the affairs of his sec
tion, and has done his full share in making the town of Harrison the flourish
ing place of business that it is. The King brothers are of the stuff of which 
useful and noble citizens are made, and are among the most highly honored 
men of their section. 

J. D. l\lELTo:-;. The question of food supplies is one that agitates the 
whole human family, and is the first with which they have to grapple. 'vVith
out doubt the well-appointed grocery establishment furnishes the best solu
tion ot feeding the masses, and in this connection clue reference is made to 
that over which J. D. Melton presides and of which he is the pro
pric.:tor. He was born in the neighborhood of Galena, Mo., December 6, 
1842, a son of Austin and Elsie (Haley) Melton, and grandson of Ansel Mel
ton, who was one of the pioneers of Tennessee. I n that State Austin Melton 
was born in 1805, and from that region he came to Polk County, Mo., in 1834, 
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and there made his home for some three or four years. He then came to Stone 
County and settled about one mile south of where Galena now stands, on 100 
acres of Government land, which he entered. Oh this land he built a log 
hOllse in which he lived until 1858, when he moved to the town of Galena. 
After the death of his wife there he moved to Laclede County and from that 
time until his death, which occurred in 1892, he resided on a farm about eight 
miles from Lebanon. All his life he was a Democrat and held a number of 
township offices. His wife, a Tennesseean by birth, bore him eleven children, 
seven sons and four daughters: Elizabeth, John, Catherine, Elisha, Emeline, 
James A., George, Martha, William, J. D. and Thomas, of whom five are living. 
The second wife was Mary Dennis, by whom he became father of one child, 
Nancy. The boyhood days of J. D. Melton were spent on his father's farm 
in Stone County, but in 1858 he became a resident of Laclede County, where 
he made his home for two years. He then returned to Stone County, and in 
November, 1861, enlisted in Company B of the Sixth Missouri Volunteer 
Cavalry, with which he served three years one month and thirteen days. He 
entered the service as a private, was later promoted sergeant, and was in a 
number of hard-fought battles; among which may be mentioned Sabine Cross 
Roads, Pleasant Hill, Vicksburg, the siege of that place, the engagement at 
Jackson, Miss., and in all was in forty-two engagements. Fortunately, he was 
not wounded or taken prisoner during his service, but he was disabled for 
some time by his horse falling on him. He came to Galena after the war was 
over and was here engaged in the mercantile business for a time. On Feb
ruary 4, 1866, he married Mrs. Elizabeth Nichols, the widow of Sam Nichols·, 
who was killed in the battle of Wilson's Creek while serving in the Confeder
ate army. In September, 1871, Mr. Melton located in Butler County, Kan., 
but three years later returned to Stone County, Mo., and was engaged in till
ing the soil until 1883. The three succeding years he carried the mail from 
Galena to Marionville, Mo., but prio!' to that, in ISSI and 1882, he held the 
position of assessor of Stone County, and f0r two years also held the po
sition of county treasurer. After retiring from office, he clerked for some 
time in the store of Mr. Porter, and in 1889, began discharging the office of 
postmaster of Galena, to which office he had been appointed and which he 
held until October 27, 1893. Since that time he has devoted most of his at
tention to the grocery business, in which he is doing well, and has a large and 
constantly increasing patronage. Mr. Melton has always been a Republican 
politically and has been a liberal and active supporter of enterprises tending to 
benefit the town and county. He is a member ofthe G. A. R. of Galena and is at 
the present time commander of the post. His children are as follows: Amer
ica, wife of John Carr of Stone County; Ailey, who was the wife of Charles 
Standridge, died in IS91, leaving two children; Katie died in infancy; Minnie 
makes her home with her parents, and Harold is also at home. As a business 
man Mr. Melton has been successful and the host of friends that he has 
gatbered about him speaks eloquently as to the upright and honorable life he 
has led. 

THOMAS J. STALLCUP. In endeavoring to trace the genealogy of the 
Stallcup family, we find that the first member of this family to settle in Amer
ica was the great-grandfather of our subject, who left his home in Switzer
land and settled in this country at a period long antedating the Revolution. 
He located in Maryland, but the family drifted thence to Tennessee. George 
Stallcup, grandfather of our subject, was born in Maryland and there, after 
growing to mature years, was married to Miss Susan Hanley, also a native of 
Maryland. Later he and his wife moved to Tennessee, and after rearing a 
family there, came to Jackson, and afterward to Taney County, Mo. This 
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was in 1842, when he settled seven miles southeast of Forsyth, where he 
remained until his death in 1858. He was a lifelong farmer, and a man who 
accumulated considerable wealth. His son, Solomon Stallcup, father of our 
subject, was born in Overton County, Tenn., in 18I!, and was nineteen years 
of age when he came with his parents to Missouri. In 1843 he settled in 
Taney County, seven miles southeast of Forsyth, on \Vhite River, on a farm 
in the woods, where he remained until his death in 1848. He had but a 
limited education in youth, but was a man of good sound judgment and accu
mulatcd considerable wealth, much of which he lost in the panic of 1836-37. 
He was married in Jackson County, Mo., to Miss Mary Saunders, a native of 
Virginia, born in 1810, and the daughter of John and Susan Saunders, who 
were natives of Virginia, but who came to Jackson County, Iv10., at an early 
period, and died there. To Solomon Stallcup and wife were born seven chil
dren: Thomas J., subject; James S., who resided in Taney County, but who 
died while serving in the Confederate Army; Ann, residing in Vernon County, 
this State, is married and has a family; Cornell B., residing in Taney County, 
see sketch; Rebecca, wife of Kerry H uft, died in this county; Miranda, 
single, died in this county; Samuel H., married, resides in Bates County, 1\10., 
and one who died in infancy. The parents of these children were members of 
the Baptist Church, and were well liked in the community, in which they lived. 
They were well-known pioneers of Missouri, and contributed their share 
toward its progress and settlement. Mr. Stallcup died in 1848, and Mrs. 
Stallcup in IS58. Until ten years of age our subject attended the schools of 
Jackson County, M 0., where his birth occurred February I I, ;833, and he then 
came with his parents to Taney County, where he has made his home ever 
since, a period of over fifty years. He assisted his father in clearing and 
improving the home place, also another farm in the county, and when twenty
one years of age, started out for himself. He first began tilling the soil on the 
farm of his father and continued to manage it until 1869, when he came to the 
place where he now lives, about two and a half miles from Kirbyville. He has 
320 acres of land, with 240 acres under cultivation, one of the finest farms in the 
county, and also owned a good farm on \Vhite River, but sold it and bought 
his present property. He is classed among the leading farmers of the county, 
and was selected by the farming interests of the World's Fair to represent 
Taney County, in 1893, at Chicago, but could not accept on account of his 
health. Like his father and grandfather, Mr. Stallcup is a Democrat in poli
tics, and takes a deep interest in the success of his party. I-Ie is a member 
of Masonic Lodge, No. 453, at Forsyth, and has been treasurer of the lodge. 
During the Rebellion, he served in the Third Missouri Cavalry, Company H, 
as a private in the Confederate Army for about eight months,and was in Gen. 
Price's raid. In 1853 he married Miss Della Nave, a native of Taney County, 
and the daughter of \Villiam Nave, an early poineer of this county. She died 
in 1856, leaving one child, Mary P., who is now the wife of Samuel King of 
Boone County, Ark., and the mother of seven children. In 1857 1\1r. Stallcup 
married Mrs. Selina Turner, widow of Geo. Turner, who died in 1850. Defore 
her first marriage Mrs. Stailcup was Miss Selina Benton, daughter of Thomas and 
Lucy (Arnold) Benton, natives of Tennessee and South Carolina, respectively, 
the former born in 1801 and the latter in 1800. About 1853 Mr. and Mrs. 
Benton mo\'ed to Taney County, Mo., and followed farming there the remainder 
of their lives, the former dying in 1882, when eighty-four years of age, and 
the latter in 1865. Ten children were born to this worthy couple, eight of 
whom are still living: Francis M., deceased; Wlliam B., who is living in 
Texas; Lucinda, widow of a Mr. Kirk, resides in Greene County; John H., 
deceased; Selina, Mrs. Stallcup; Colbird, deceased; Leon, residing in Texas, 
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is the widow of Joseph Page; James F., who is living in Taney County, Mo.; 
Jiles J., in Boone County, Ark.; and Mannery, the wife of James Greene is resid
ing in Taney County. Mrs. Stallcup had three children by her former 
marriage, the first two being twins. They died unnamed and then was born a 
daughter, Selilda M., the wife of Thomas Sims, and the mother of four 
children. Mr. and Mrs. Stallcup attend the Christian Church, and she is 
a member of the same. Their grandchildren are named as follows: Thomas 
j., Adella K., Robert F., Maud, Lula M., Harden W., May and Selina. Mr. 
King, son-in-law of subject, wa,; reared in Boone County, Ark., but at one time 
lived in Taney County, Mo. One of our subject's uncles was with Davy 
Crocket in the Alamo fight, and was killed there. Mrs. Stallcup's maternal 
grandfather, Frank Arnold, was killed by the English-American Tories, while 
serving in the Revolution. She has one great-grandchild, Edwin 1. Irwin, who 
is now four years old. 'When the latter was born he had two grandmothers, 
two great-grandmothers and one great-great-grandmother living. During 
the war Mr. Stallcup lost all his property, and when the war was over he was 
$600 in debt. All he has now was made from that time up to the present. 

THOMAS S. BARNES, merchant and farmer of Barnesville, Reynolds County, 
Mo., and one of the representative men of the county, was born January I I, 
1835, in Wilkes County, N. C. His father, Thomas Barnes, was born in North 
Carolina, but his grandfather, Edward Barnes, although born in the United 
States, was of Irish parentage, his father and mother coming to America prior 
to the Revolutionary War. Thomas Barnes, father of subject, was reared and 
married inhis native State and there remained until about 1835, when he started 
for the West, coming through by wagon. He brought his family and located 
at Pilot Knob, Iron County, where he bought land and farmed for some time. 
In 1837 he sold out and came to this section of the State, locating at Barnes
ville, which was then in Ripley County, but now in Reynolds County. He 
bought a tract of land, but soon after entered more land, and engaged in farm
ing, following the same until his death, in 1860. He accumulated a good 
living and was in much better condition than the majority of emigrants. Being 
one of the early settlers, he saw the country change from its primitive condi
tion, and assisted materially in that change. For many years he followed mill
ing, owning a water mill on Logan Creek, and he also operated a distillery for 
a number of years. In those days game was abundant and many pleasant hours 
were passed by Mr. Barnes in hunting. He was twice married and three chil
dren were born to his first union: James, Rebecca and William, all of whom 
came to Missouri and here died. Mr. Barnes' second union was with the 
mother of our subject, whose maiden name was Polly Stenson. The following 
children were born to this union: Sarah, wife of William Thornton; Thomas S., 
subject; Josiah B., deceased; Edward, deceased; Elizabeth, wife of John Baker, 
of Texas; John, deceased; Nancy, wife of Nelson Barton, this county; Martha, 
wife of Gladden Tubbs, of this county; Mary A., widow of Smith W. Cotton; 
and the remainder died young. Mr. Barnes died at his home in Reynolds County 
and Mrs. Barnes died in 1867. Both attended the Methodist Episcopal Church 
Our subject was quite small when he came to this section with his parents and 
here he grew to mature years. When the war broke out he and his brother John 
enlisted in the Union army, Company B, Twelfth Missouri State Militia and the 
latter died while in service. Our subject served as corporal for about thirteen 
months and then returnC'd home. He saw hard times during the war and after 
being discharged he went to Illinois, where he remained until cessation of hostil
ities, returning to Barnesville in 1866. By his own efforts he obtained a good e~u
cation in youth, and, as he had been reared to farm life, he selected that callmg 
as his chosen one when starting out for himself. He also learned the black-
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smith's trade and followed it in connection with farming for many years. In 
the year 1855 he was married to Miss Caroline Leggett, daughter of Samuel 
Leggett, who made his home in this county, but who died in Illinois during 
the war. He was one of the early pioneers of this section. To Mr. and Mrs. 
Barnes were born three children: Aaron; Emily, wife of James \Valker, resides 
in this county; and Thomas, who died in Texas. Mr. Barnes lost his first wife 
in 1859 and his second union was with Miss Mary Eddings, daughter of Calvin 
Eddings, formerly of this county, but now living in Arkansas. Five children 
were the fruits of this union: John, a resident of Arkansas; Elizabeth, wife of 
Mr. MeRcy of the State of Washington; Sarah; Eli, resides in Arkansas; and 
Margaret, wife of E. C. Bowers, of this county. After the death of his second 
wife Mr. Barnes married Ivliss Elana Chetwood, daughter of Andrew Chetwood, 
who was killed during the war. Seven children were born to this marriage: 
Grant, Leander (deceased), \Vilson, Lucy, Luther, Cora and Elsie. Mr. Barnes 
has lived in this neighborhood nearly all his life and is well known and well 
thought of by all. In connection with farming and stockraising 1\1r. Barnes 
engaged in merchandising and has now followed this with mark cd success for 
about six years. Socially he is a Masol1, a member of Barnesville Lodge No. 
455, and was secretary at the lodge for a number of years. At pl:esent he is 
its chaplain. In his political viev,;s he has been a strong Republican since the 
Buchanan election, previous to which time he was a Democrat. He has held 
the office of justice of the peace in Logan township a number of years, and he 
was at one time member of the G. A. R. He and Mrs. Barnes are members of 
the l\Iethodist Episcopal and Baptist Churches respectively and he is steward in 
the former. Mr. Barnes has about 100acres of land under cultivation and is a 
thrifty and industrious citizen. Barnesville was named after his father in about 
1855· 

ALFRED J. DUNEGAN. Of the many men who are engaged in tilling the 
soil in Ozark County, Mo., none is more thrifty, honest and persevering than 
he whose name heads this sketch. He has followed the occupation of farm
ing from his earliest boyhood, and as a result every detail of this line of human 
endeavor is familiar to him, and he may be saiel to be an honor to the calling. 
He was born in 'vVhi.te County, Tenn., in 1817, of which State his parents, 
Samuel and Sallie (Speers) Dunegan, \\ ere also natives, in which State they 
made their home until 1843, when they removed by wagon to \VayneCounty, 
when that section was wild and unsettled. Mrs. Dunegan died there shortly 
before the war, after which Mr. Dunegan came to Ozark County, and was 
here called from life about 1880. His father, Absalom Duncgan, is supposed 
to have been a North Carolinian, from which section he removed to Tennessee, 
dying in 'vVhite County when Alfred J. was a small lad. He was by occupation 
a hammersmitl'l, as was also his son Samuel, and the latter also followed the 
calling of a potter for some years. He was the father of eight children as 
follows: Alfred J.; Charley was a soldier with Sterling Price, and was 
killed at Santa Fc, N. M. during the Mexican War; Samuel is a farmer of 
Ozark County; Mary Ann is the widow of Lemuel Howard, and lives in this 
county; Sarah resides in Arkansas, and is the widow of \Villiam Risenhoover; 
Rachel is the wife of Jasper Risenhoover, and lives in Oregon County; and 
Sena is the wife of John Price of Ozark County. Alfred J. Dunegan received 
but limited educational advantages in his youth and in 1847 joined Sterling 
Price's regiment of Missouri troops, Company B, and marched across the 
plains to Mexico, being on the road for three months, and fought in the battle 
of Santa Cruz. After eighteen months' service he returned llome as he went, 
and received his discharge at Independence, Mo. In 1850 he was married 
in \Vayne County, 1\10., to Miss Louanza Patrick, a native of the State of 
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Missouri, who died in Wayne County just prior to the opening of the Civil 
War, having become the mother of four children: Washington, who died in 
Indian Territory; Sarah Ann, wife of Alfred Durham; John; and Ellen, 
wife of William Loftis. In 1864 Jane Daniels, daughter of Henry and Harriet 
Daniels, became his wife. She was born in Tennessee, and she and Mr. Dune
gan are the parents of four children: Thomas; Clarissa, wife of Samuel Lane; 
James; and Frank, deceased. Mr. Dunegan served a short time in the Con
federate Army as a teamster, and two years after the close of the war came to 
Ozark County, and for some three years resided in the vicinity of Gainesville, 
and since that time on his present farm of 120 acres on Barren Fork, besides 
which valuable and well-improved property he owns 160 acres on Turkey 
Creek. All the property of which he is now possessed is the result of his own 
earnest and conscientious labor, and he has the unbounded satisfaction of 
knowing that in the acquirement of this property he has wronged no man. He 
is a member of Robert Burns Lodge No. 496, at Gainesville, of the A F. & 
A. M., and politically he has always been a Democrat, and his first presidential 
vote was cast for James K. Polk in 1844. His wife's father and mother were 
born in North Carolina and Tennessee, respectively, and the former was left 
an orphan when quite young. I n early manhood he went to Tennessee, and 
was married in Warren County, and there spent the rest of his life. His wife 
died February 8, 1863, after having borne him six children: Jane (IIIrs. 
Daniels); Polly Ann, wife of Jackson Durham of Wayne County; Alfred who 
died in \Vayne County after reaching manhood; James D. who was a soldier 
of the Confederate Army, and died in Ozark County; Absalom, of Wayne 
County, and Henry who was also a Confederate soldier and died in Ozark: 
County. 'Woodson Daniels, father of Henry Daniels, was a North Carolinian 
by birth, and died in the State of his nativity many years ago. his wife, Polly 
Ann Daniels, dying there also. They had three children: Henry, William 
and Fannie. 

HON. RICHARD P. BLAND. From poverty and obscurity all the eminent 
men of the \Vest have fought their way in the battle of life, and by their own 
persistence and perseverance have attained to prominence and honor. They 
have given permanency to every enterprise that they have honored with their 
patronage and have stamped upon them their own individuality. The subject 
of this sketch is a man well known to the people of Missouri, and needs no 
eulogy from the pen of the biographer, for his deeds are his monuments and 
will endure long after he has moldered into dust. He was born near Hart
ford, Ohio County, Ky., August 19, 1836, his parents being Stouton E. and 
Margaret (Nall) Bland, both of whom were born on Blue Grass soil. The 
family ori~'inally came from Virginia, but emigrated to Kentucky in the time 
of Daniel Boone, and \\ ere among the early settlers of that country. The 
father devoted his life to the occupation of farIlling, and at the age of thirty
five, when just in the prime of life, was called upon to pay the last debt of 
nature, his widow surviving him several years. Of the four children born to 
them three are now living: Richard 1'.; Charles c., who is judge of the 
Eighteenth Judicial Circuit of Missouri, and Elizabeth, wife of Frederick 
Tutley, of St. Francois County, Mo. Young RichardI'. received his initiatory 
training in the public schoob in the vicinity of his rural home, and afterward 
finished his education in Griffin's Academy. In IX55 he left the home of his 
childhood and took up his residence in \\'ayne County, IlIa., after which he 
taught school at Patterson for one term, and in the fall of the same year went 
to California, where he studied law. In IXS9 he located in Virginia City, :t\ev., 
and was aJmittcd to the bar by the United St<ltes Court at Carson City. He 
at once opened an office in Virginia City, where he remained until November, 
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1865, when he returned to Missouri and located at Rolla, at which place he 

and his brother, C. C. Bland, practiced law in partnership until 1869. He then 

came to Lebanon, Laclede County, where he practiced his profession until 

1872, at which time he was elected to Congress, and has been reelected ever 

since, thus holding his membership for twenty years. The fact of his knowing 

but little of a father's guidance and support, probably more than anything 

else, formed within him the spirit of self· reliance that has characterized him 

through life. During his long years of public life he has placed himself 

securely on the list of Missouri's statesmen, and his brilliant record is but the 

natural sequence of his brilliant mind applied in the right direction. Few 

men have seen more of public life, and very few have been more useful. He 

has many friends and few enemies, fewer enemies than any man of his decided 

mental nature, strong will and public \\"orth, but even these can say naught 

against his honor. In 1877 he purchased the fine farm where he now lives, 

consisting of 160 acres, and built thereon a commodious and handsome brick 

residence. \Vhile in Utah he was elected treasurer 0 f Carson County, which 

position he held until 1863, and at various times he was also engaged in war

fare against the Indians. Since his election to Congress he has given up his 

profession, although as a lawyer he was preeminently a success; well and 

deeply read, with a clear and logical mind, which had been disciplined and 

strengthened by laborious study. The many eulogies pronounced upon him 

by the bar of the State evince the high estimation in which he was held by his 

legal brethren. On the 19th of December, 1873, he was married to M iss Vir

ginia E. Mitchell, of Rolla., Mo., by whom he has five children: Fannie, 

Theodric R., Ewing c., George V. and Maq.;aret. 11r. Bland is a Knight 

Templar in the A. F. & A. M. He is a man of noble and generous impulses 

and throughout the temptations of a long public career he has been strictly 

just in all his actions, never stooping to intrigue himself nor permitting it in 

others if he could prevent it, and has always shown supreme indifference to 

the opinions of enemies, his sole ambition being to serve his country faithfully 

in his line of duty, in which desire he has been preeminently successful. 

jU])(;E jA;!ES j. GIDIWN. There is no man better known throughout the 

Ozark region than Judge James J. Gideon, the subject of this sketch. Born 

on the soil and reared among the descendants of the pioneers, he is one of 

those self-made sons of 11 issouri, who, while he has distinguished himself as a 

lawyer and jurist, has a far greater claim to the respect of the people in his 

sturdy integrity of character and his lifelong course as a friend of justice. 

He springs from a sterling Irish-Scotch ancestry of Colonial American stock. 

J ames Gideon, the great-grandfather of our subject, was the founder of this 

branch of the family in America. He came from Dublin, Ireland, with his 

brothers, Reuben and Edward, bringing his wife, Nancy. His sons were: Edward, 

\\'illiam, Isham, james and John. They all settled on land in Southwest New 

York. Edward, brother of James, was killed in battle during the Revolution

ary War. ;\11 of the family moved to North Carolina about 17S1 and settled 

on the Yadkin River. james Gideon moved to what is now Hawkins County, 

Tenn., in 1021, where he settled on land. He took with him the apple trees 

with which to plant his orchard. Several members of the Gideon family went 

with him besides his own immediate family. He was a substantial farmer and 

lived to be an aged man, passing the remainder of his days in Tennessee. 

\Villiam Gideon, his son and the grandfather of our subject, was born in New 

York State in 17il9, and went to North Carolina with the family. He married 

there :\Iatilda Wood, and to them were born: james B., Burton A., \Nilliam 

c., Francis ;\'1., Woodson T., Green B., John A., Minerva and Elizabeth. Mr. 

Gideon moved to Tennessee in 1821 and settled on land. He was a hatter by 
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trade and also a farmer. He was a mem ber of the Baptist Church and an elder 
in his church for forty years. In his old age he became a Uni\·ersalist. In the 
spring of 1836 hc settled north of Ozark, Mo., two miles and entered 200 acres 
of land which is now known as the William P. Cox farm. He died in 1868, 
aged seventy-nine years. He was a well-known pioneer citizen, a man of 
sterling worth and had no enemies and was highly respected in his com
munity. William C. Gideon, his son and father of our subject, was born in 
Hawkins County, Tenn., February 15, 1824, received the common education 
of his day and was but twelve years of age when he cam~ with his father to 
Missouri, and was reared among the pioneers of this State. He married 
at the age of twenty-one years, l'l'Ielinda, daughter of James Byrd, and to 
them were born eight children: Thomas J., James J., Francis 1',01., Will
iam W., John N., Martin V., George B. and Matilda, all of whom 
arc now living. Mr. Gideon settled on a farm in what was then Taney 
County, now Christian County, Mo., and during his life settled on several 
farms in this section, and before the breaking out of the war he had 480 acres 
of land in Christian County. Mr. Gideon was a typical pioneer citizen and 
cleared up several farms. During the war he was obliged to remove his resi
dence to this county, settling four miles south of Springfield, on account of 
the depredations of the guerrillas. He served during the Civil War in Mis
souri Union Home Guards, three months under Capt. Jesse Galloway, and on 
March 5, 1862, he enlisted in Company F, Missouri State Militia, and was 
mustered into United States service. He was promoted to sergeant and 
detailed as recruiting officer at Springfield, Mo., for Robbs' Battery", having 
been transferred to the Eighth Missouri State Militia. While in this 
service he was killed by a band of guerrillas in Christian County, at the home 
of his father, on December 16, 1863. He was aged thirty-nine years. He 
was in the battle of Ozark, and on January 8, 1863, at the battle of Spring
field when Marmaduke made his raid, and also in another battle. In 
religion he was a Methodist. He was a man whose judgment was respected 
by the people, and he was justice of the peace four years. In politics he 
was a Douglas or vVar Democrat and after the breaking out of the war became 
a Republican. He was a man of quiet and peaceful disposition, was honor
able in character, and had the confidence of the community in which he 
lived. Judge James ]. Gideon, son of above, and our subject, was born 
on his father's farm in Christian County, Mo., December II, 1846. He 
received a common-school education, and when a boy, being fired with 
the patriotism of the youth of this country during the war, he ran away 
from school at the age of sixteen years, and on June 20, 1863, enlisted 
at Springfield, in Battery A, First Arkansas Light Artillery. He served a 
short time in this battery and then reenlisted in Company L, Sixth Missouri 
Rangers, which service was also short. He then reenlisted in Company H, 
Sixteenth United States Cavalry, serving twenty months. While in this regi
ment he was in the fight at Boonville against Price, at the battle ncar Jefferson 
City, at Big Blue, where Gen. Marmaduke was captured, and in the Newtonia 
fight and many skirmishes. He was promoted to corporal and honorably dis
charged July I, 1865. During his service he was neither wounded nor i!:lpris
oned. At the close of the war he was elected captain of Company E, N metr
ninth Regiment Missouri Militia, but saw no active service. After this he re
turned home, attended school and farmed, and on December 29. r868, mal'
ried Mary S., daughter of Capt. Jackson and .Elizabeth (Keltrlle~) Bal!. To 
Judge and Mrs. Gideon have been born four clllldren: Percy P., I· redenck F., 
Nora (deceased at thirteen years) and Kate M. After marriage Judge Gideon 
settled on a farm ncar Ozark, but having an active mind and possessing a 
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desire for a more ambitious career, he combined his agricultural pursuits with 
the study of Blackstone with such perseverance and ability that he was 
admitted to practice at the bar in the State of J\Iissouri in January, 1872. He 
immediately began the practice of his profession at Ozark, where he continued 
until 1886, establishing a successful business. During this time he won the 
confidence of the people of his county and filled the office of public administra
tor and prosecuting attorney for eig-ht years. He also representee! his county 
in the State Legislature one term and was elected to the State Senate from the 
Nineteenth Senatorial District in 1884 and served one term. On July 26, 1886, 
he moved to Springfield, where he resides at present, and where he was suc
cessful in the practice of his profession from the start and his ability recog
nized, in 1888, by his election as prosecuting attorney for aIle term, ane! in the 
following year by his election as judge of the Criminal Court, which impor
tant office he now fills to the general satisfaction of the people. It is said that 
under his administration the business of the Criminal Court has been dis
patched expeditiously, and that wisdom has accompanied his judgments, which 
are tempered with mercy. Judge Gideon is widely known through south west 
Missouri as a successful politician. He has never been defeated before a con
vention or at the polls as a candIdate for any office for which he has seen fit to 
run. Socially he is a member of the Solomon Lodge of Masons, of Spring
field, and at Ozark held all the offices of Friend Lodge No. 352. He is also 
an Ancient Odd Fellow. He is a member of the G. A. R., Capt. John Mat
thews Post, Springfielel. Judge Gideon is one of those citizens of South west 
J\Iissouri who has risen from the humble position of a farmer's boy to occupy 
a place of great responsibility and trust. A soldier at sixteen years of age, he 
served his country faithfully, and as a citizen he is to-day one of those whose 
integrity stanels without reproach. In politics he is a stanch Republican. 

CAPT. EDMOND D. PENNINGTON. This gentleman ha.> resided in the com
munity in which he now lives for the past ten years. He was born in \Nhite 
County, Tenn., January 26, 1825, a son of John and Nancy (Harris) Pennington 
the former of whom was born in Virginia, a son of Charles Pennington, a 
native of England, who married after reaching America, a German lady. He 
was a soldier of the Revolution, and at an early day became a resident of 
Tennessee, and later of Illinois, in which State he passed from life, having 
followed the calling of a Baptist minister while living. John Pennington was 
a farmer and died in Tennessee in 1863, his wife having passed from life in 
1847. Of a family of fifteen children born to them, only four are living: 
Dabner, Nancy, Edmond D. and Rachel. Edmond D. Pennington grew to 
manhood in the State of his birth and there enlisted in the Union Army in 
August, 1862, with which he served until May, 1865, in the Fifth Tennessee 
Cavalry. He took part in the battles of Stone River and was in various other 
engagements and skirmishes. He was a good and faithful soldier and was 
promoted in January, 1863, to the rank of first lieutenant and later to that 
of captain of Company 13, of the First Tennessee Mounted Infantry, which he 
commanded at Cherry Creek and Beech Grove. After the war he located in 
\Vhite County, Tenn., where he followed farming until 1869, when he emigrated 
to Kansas and for fourteen years resided in Montgomery County, Kan. He 
then came to Douglas County, Mo., and has since been a resident of Ava. 
Soon after locating here he purchased a mill which he continued to operate 
for some years, but it is now owned by his son \Villiam, and a son-in-law, 
James Lytle. Capt. Pennington has lived a retired life for the past few years, 
with the exception of being somewhat extensively engaged in mining lead. 
This mine is situated about two and a half miles east of Ava, besides which 
he owns forty acres of land, all of which is rich in lead. He has also been 
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engaged in the grocery business, but has been out of this business for some 
time. All his business operations have resulted successfully, he has shown 
excellent judgment in everything that he has undertaken, and he is one of the 
influential citizens of the county. He has always supported the principles of 
the Republican party, has taken an active interest in the affairs of the county, 
but has not been all office seeker. He was married in Tennessee to l\Tiss 
Lucinda Brown, daughter of Hiram and Mary (Ellison) Brown, who were born 
in Virginia and North Carolina, respectively, and died in Tennessee, the father 
in 1865 and the mother in 1840. Of fourteen children born to them, three are 
living. Mrs. Pennington was born Aprils, 1829, and has borne her husband 
nine children, six of whom are living: Nancy M., who died after having 
become the wife of John Elrod, of Tennessee; James, a farmer of this county; 
Tennessee, wife of Barney Mallanee, resides in this county; Tullis J. was a 
man of family and is deceased; William lives in Ava; Catherine is the wife of 
James Lytle; Andrew is a miller at Bryant, Mo.; Gillam died in Colorado; 
Louey is the wife of Andrew Miller of Ava. Mr. Pennington left Kansas on 
account of ill health, and since coming to Missouri has entirely recovered from 
a severe attack of kidney trouble. He and his wife are held in high esteem 
by the citizens of the county, and are useful and worthy citizens. Capt. Pen
nington has always acted in an independent manner politically, voting for men 
and measures and not for party. At present he adheres to the views of the 
Populist party. 

HON. WILLIAM B. COTHRON. This able and efficient probate and county 
judge of Stone County, Ark., was born in Greene County, this State, March 
10, 1849, a son of Alexander and Jane B. (Hughes) Cothron, who were born 
in the Old North State and Tennessee, respectively. They became residents 
of Greene County, Ark., about 1847, and from there moved to Lawrence 
County, Ark., and finally to what is now Stone County in 1863, but the father 
died in Lawrence County in June, 1863, when about fifty years of age. The 
mother also died when about that age, in 1873, in this county. Their family 
consisted of two sons and two daughters: Mary Ann, wife of W. E. Becker, who 
is now in the Choctaw Nation; 'vVilliam B., the subject of this sketch; Theresa, 
wife of 'vV. L. Lancaster of Mount View; and James L., who died in Arkansas 
County, Ark., in 1886, at about the age of thirty years. In this county 
'vVilliam B. Cothron was reared and educated, and his early days were marked 
by hard labor, for it fell to his lot to help support the family, owing to the 
early death of his father. In July, 1864, he joined Fristo's regiment (at the 
age of fifteen), was in the Missouri raid and was in the battles of Ironton, Big 
Blue, Little Blue and numerous skirmishes, besides other engagements of 
more or less note. He surrendered June, 1865, at Jacksonport, Ark., after 
which he found himself almost penniless. and he at once turned his attention 
to farming and did his first work of this kind on Cooper's Hill in this county. 
Later he removed to another farm in the neighborhood, and in 1891 
bought a farm one mile west of Mount View, where he has a fine 
tract of land comprising eighty acres, besides which he owns a good farm 
on Sycamore Creek. In 1868 he was married to Mary Maloy of this county, 
by whom he has three sons and five daughters, one of the latter being dead. 
For six years he helel the office of justice of the peace, and in 1888 was elected 
county judge, an of nee he has ever since very ably filled and has discharged 
his duties with impartial fairness and with the best of judgment. He and his 
wife are members of the Methodist Episcopal Church South, and al'e very 
highly esteemed in the section in which they reside. He has always been a 
stanch Democrat in his political views, and he has at all times given his sup
port to the men and measures of that party, who have in turn shown their 
appreciation of his services by supporting him. 
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CAPT. A. R. MCPHERSON. This worthy gentleman and old pioneer of 
Newton County, Ark., comes of fine old Virginia stock, although he, himself, 
was born in the State of Alabama, August 17, 1830, the seventh of eleven 
children born to the marriage of Reuben McPherson and Elizabeth Rash. 
The father was one of the early pioneers of Tennessee and took part in the 
\Var of 1812, under Gen. Jackson, with whom he participated in the battle of 
New Orleans. After the war he was married in Tennessee and moved with 
his young wife to Jackson County, Ala., where he was called from life, August 
IS, 1842. The following spring his widow sold the farm in Alabama and 
moved to Boone County, Ark., settling on Crooked Creek, seven miles soutll 
of Harrison, where she lived until October, 1848, when she came to Newton 
County and settled on the Hudson Fork of the Buffalo, where she has since 
made her home with the exception of the last four years. Her second husband 
was Rev. J. E. Casey, of Newton County, who died in 1863. She was born in 
1799 and is now in her ninety-sixth year, and is by far the oldest person in this 
pal·t of the country. Notwithstanding her advanced years she is in excellent 
health and enjoys the society of her children and grandchildren. Her chil
dren, eleven in number, were named as follows: S. R., who is living in Texas; 
Hiram, who died in Alabama at the age of thirteen years; Cynthia, who died 
in Boone County, Ark., the wife of Joseph Terry; Elizabeth, who resides in 
Marion County, Ark., the widow of John \Vickersham; J. P., who died shortly 
after the close 'Of the Mexican War, in which struggle he participated; A. R., 
the subject of this sketch; William F., who is living in Johnson County, Ark.; 
v\'. c., who died in Sebastian County, Ark.; Sarah c., who died in this cC)l!nty; 
John C., who died at the age of four years in Alabama; and a child that died 
in infancy. Owing to the fact that Boone County was very thinly settled at 
the time of the removal of the family thither, the advantages which the chil
dren had for obtaining an education were very POOl', but A. R. McPherson 
acquired a good education through self-application. \Vhen he started out in 
life for himself he located on a farm eight miles above Jasper, but sold out in 
r8S9 with the intention of moving to Texas, but owing to the opening of the 
war ·he l'emained in the mountains with his stock. After a time he enlisted in 
Company E, Second Infantry Volunteers, undel' Col. M. L. Stevens, of Illinois, 
and was elected captain of his company by a unanimous vote, serving from 
1863 until August, r865, when he was honorably discharged. He served prin
cipally in Arkansas and was in two hard fought battles, being in the eight days' 
fight before the battle of Jenkins' Ferry, besides skirmishes while on scouting 
duty in Newton and Boone Counties. He was an excellent soldier, but his 
hard service considerably undermined his health which has never since been 
as good as could be desired. He is a Republican politically, and held the 
positions of county and probate judge in r866 and r867, receiving his appoint
ment from the Governor of the State. He held the office of county judge 
two terms, and for the past ten years has held the office of justice of the 
peace. He was married to Miss Eliza]. Carlton, of Tennessee, a daughter of 
Alfred Carlton, who came to Newton County at an early day, and until his 
death resided on a farm eight miles above Jasper. He became a prominent 
citizen of this county, and his death, in r880, was much regletted by all who 
knew him. Mrs. McPherson was born in Tennessee, and has borne her hus
band thil-teen children, ten of whom are living: W. A., who resides in J oh11-
son County; l\Iary E., wife of Jesse Case)" of this county; Sarah, wif.e of J. H. 
Norris; J. R., a farmer of Newton County; J. H., who lives on a farm eight 
miles abo\'e Jasper; Delilah G., wife of \Villiam Nichols, of this 'County; 
Nancy E., wife of J. H. McHughes, of this couniy; Martha is living in Berry 
County, Mo., the wife of John Carlin; W. S., who is an attorney of Jasper, 
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Ark., and Blaine, who is at home. S. R., Cynthia A. and Alabama died 
young. Capt. and Mrs. McPherson are members of the Primitive Baptist 
Church, of which the Captain has been a minister since 1869. He has been 
successful in a business way, is the owner of a fine farm on Buffalo Creek, and 
is highly esteemed throughout Newton County, being especially active as a 
worker for the causes of religion and education. He is a member of the A. F. 
& A. M., the G. A. R., and is now one of the useful and enterprising citizens 
of Jasper. 

HON. CHARLES P. BROOKS. This well-known official is very favorably 
regarded all over Cleburne County, and fills the office of circuit clerk in an able 
and very acceptable manner. He was born in Murphy, Cherokee County, N. 
c., July 12, 1848, to Jesse B. and Nancy F. (Porter) Brooks, the former of 
whom was born in South Carolina and the latter in Tennessee. Thev were 
married in Claiborne County, of the last named State, and after residing there 
for a time moved to North Carolina. In 1868 the family located in Blount 
County, East Tenn., and resided in that section for five years, then located at 
Ducktown Mines in Polk County, Tenn., and afterward in Calhoun County, 
Ga. Prior to the war the father was engaged in the saddle, harness and mer
cantile business, but lost his property during the great struggle between the 
North and South, after which he turned his attention to farming and later 
opened a saddle and harness shop. During the war he served as commissary 
of the Thirty-ninth North Carolina Confederate Infantry for two years. He 
is now in his eighty-fourth year, is a member of the Methodist Episcopal 
church, and has for years been connected with the Masonic fraternity. Six 
children were born to himself and wife, two of whom are living, of whom the 
subject of this sketch is the younger. After the death of his first wife, Jesse B. 
Brooks took for his second wife Miss Frankie Billings, and by her had six chil
dren, all of whom are living. The subject of this sketch received his educa
tiun in Mt. Pleasant Academy at r.1urphy, N. c., and afterward finished his 
education in Holston College, Blount, County, Tenn. Since he attained his 
eighteenth year he has made his own way in the world, and his education was 
paid for by teaching school in his native State, Texas and Arkansas, this occu
pation receiving his attention until 1881. In November, 1875, he took up his 
residence in Arkansas and has ever since been a resident of Cleburne County, 
where he has made many friends. In 1886 he was elected to the position of 
tax assessor, an office he held three terms and was then elected to his present 
position of circuit clerk. In 1878 he was united in marriage with Miss Lulu 
Hamby, of this county, daughter of Rev. J. T. Hamby, and to their union a 
family of four sons and three daughters have been given them. Mr. Brooks 
is an exponent of the People's party, and is a public-spirited and useful citizen 
and is deservedly popular with all classes. At the expiration of his present 
term of office he will have been in office eight consecutive years, having never 
suffered defeat either at the primaries or in the general elections. 

COL. 'vVILLlAM B. JORDAN. This gentleman is one of the leading farm
ers of Independence Township, Baxter County, Ark., and has f0llowed 
this calling from his earliest boyhood, having been initiated into its 
mysteries by his father. He was born in Lunenburg County, Va., in 1808, 
to Baxter Jordan, who was born in the same county in 1777 and died in 1823, 
having followed the calling of a merchant and farmer. His m.arriage resulted 
in the birth of two children, William B., and Thomas, who dIed in Alabama. 
The subject of this sketch was educated in his native county and an adjoining 
county, and upon attaining his twentieth year he began farming. In 1835 he 
left the State of his birth and went to Greene County, Ala., where he gave 
his attention to planting and milling, carrying on the latter occupation \"ery 
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extensively. He remained there until the war closed, during which time he 
lost property to the value of about $40,000. He afterward carne to Arkansas 
and located in Marion county, but now in Baxter County, which was then 
covered with primeval forest, and this county he has helped to clear and 
develop. His estate comprises 1,000 acres of as fine land as there is in the 
county, and he has 400 acres under cultivation. Unlike many who started out 
in life with some capital, he did not squander it, but put it to the best use he 
could, and being a careful business man he has become wealthy, and now 
deserves to rest from the burden and heat of the day. Since his residence in 
this county he has served as justice of the peace, an office he also held in 
Alabama for many years. While in that State he commanded a regiment of 
militia, having held all the lower offices of rank. In 1829 he was married to 
Miss Phaup, who died after having borne him two childt·en: Mrs. Sarah Rose, 
who lives in Greene County, Ala., and one that died there leaving four 
children. In 1839 he wedded Miss Martha Gammil of Greene County, Ala., 
who bore him three sons and two daughters, one of whom is the wife of Hon. 
e. A. Eatman. Col. Jordan is a member of the A. F. & A. M. and politi
cally is a Democrat. His grandfather served in the Colonial Army during 
the Revolution, was an officer and bore the name of Edward Jordan. The 
maternal grandfather, John Pettus was also a soldier in that war, and was in 
the battle of Guilford Court House, N. C. The J or dans originally came from 
England, and down to the present day have been honorable, useful and law
abiding citizens. 

ZAeH T. WASSON, Point Peter, Ark. Of that sturdy and independent 
class, the farmers and stockmen of Arkansas, none are possessed of more 
genuine merit and a stronger character than he whose name stands at the 
head of this sketch. He has risen to a more than ordinary degree of success 
in his calling, and wherever known is conceded to be an energetic and pro
gressive tiller of the soil, imbued with all those qualities of goaheadativeness 
which have characterized his ancestors. He was born at the old homestead, 
a son of Eli Jackson and Angeline (Vorhies) Wasson, natives of Indiana 
and Tennessee, respectively, their marriage having been celebrated in the 
last mentioned State. They afterward drifted westward for the love and 
excitement of adventure, and Mr. Wasson chose this wild canebrake for their 
abode. Like the most of the early settlers of Searcy County, he was particu
larly fond of gunning and the enchanting melodies of the deer hound, and 
almost numberless were the deer and bears that fell at the command of his 
flint-lock rifle. Occasionally this beautiful dream was disturbed by a prowl
ing redskin, but as the iron heel of civilization advanced and the hunting 
grounds of the savages were changed to waving fields of grain, the dusky 
sons of the forest ceased to be an annoyance. The Wassons settled in Searcy 
County, Ark., fifty years ago, and at the end of two years settled on the farm 
on which the subject of this sketch now resides, which place they greatly 
improved. Mr. Wasson's death occurred July 30, 1868, and that of his wife 
July 20, 1875. In addition to following agricultural pursuits Mr. Wasson was 
also engaged in blacksmithing, and was a hard-working, industrious man, 
honorable and straightforward in every particu.Jar, and everyone was his 
friend. He did not take any part in the late war, when the States were under
going their terrible conflict, but enjoyed the quietude of home life. His man
ner of speech and sympathy for the Secessionist stamped him a true South
erner. Thirty years ago this now beautiful heritage was a Confederate camp 
for one-half mile up and down the valley, for there the camp-fires of Como
dura's army of 15,000 glittered like so many fire-flies at night. As a memento 
of this General, Mr. Wasson has in his possession a large key, which presum-
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ably belonged to Comodura's safe. In the pioneer days of Searcy County the 
Wasson place became widely known as a kind of country inn, and Mr. Wasson 
performed the duties of host to many a traveler. He was an active Democrat 
in politics. The children born to himself and wife were as follows: Mary 1., 
wife of William Drewry, of this county, born in 1838; Webster \V., residing on 
Bear Creek, was born in 1846; Zach T., was born in 1848; Millard, was born 
July 23, 1856; Eli c., was born April 20, 1859, and is residing on Richland 
Creek; and Elvira, born March 7, 1854, is the widow of George W. Campbell. 
On the farm on which he now lives, Zach T. Wasson was reared, but on 
account of the Civil War he received but little mental training. March 14, 
1872, he was married to Miss Lavina F., daughter of Col. John and Ann 
Campbell (see sketch of C. H. Campbell), who came from Tennessee to this 
locality during the early history of this section and settled on Calf Creek, 
where Mrs. \Vasson was born. She and Mr. Wasson have two sons: John 
Campbell and Oscar Dinsmore. Mr. Wasson's estate comprises 246 acres of 
fine farming land, situated on Richland, surrounded by fine mountain scenery, 
in one of the most delightful and equable climated regions in the State. The 
nearness of the mountains, with their rich verdure of wild growth, affords 
exceedingly fine pasturage for stock, and his place is one of the best improved 
in the way of buildings, fences, etc., in the county. To the south is a terminus 
of the Boston Mountain range, which rises up sublimely against the sky, and 
a public highway winds to the summit, whence a fine view can be had of the 
Buffalo River region, a beautiful stretch of mountainous country, which 
reminds one of the waves of the sea with its graceful undulations. Mr. 
Wasson inherited a portion of his property, but the most of it has been 
obtained through his own efforts, and he has every reason to be pleased with 
the success of his labors. He is of German-Irish descent and in personal 
appearance is tall and commanding. The expression of his face is resolute, 
and the fire and patriotism of his pioneer ancestors burns brightly in his keen 
black eyes. He is a member of Point Peter Lodge No. 358, of the A. F. & 
A. M., and politically has been a life-long Democrat, his first presidential vote 
being cast for Horace Greeley in 1872 and for every Democratic candidate 
since that time. 

DR. HIEMPSAL S. DODD. To the person who closely applies himself to any 
occupation which he has chosen as his calling in life, there can only come one 
result, that of success and a high place in the esteem of those among whom 
his lot has been cast. Dr. Dodd is no exception to this rule, and he has also 
at all times manifested much interest in the building up of the sections in 
which he has made his home, and has given liberally of his means to this end. 
He is a native of Wooster, Ohio, born in 1828, a son of David and Mary A. 
(Pile) Dodd, natives of Pennsylvania, who were taken by their parents to 
Ohio and were liberally educated in Wayne County. The father and mother 
died in 1874 and 1883 respectively, having long been members of the New 
Jerusalem Church. The father was a farmer, and although he, himself, never 
participated in any war, he was descended from a Revolutionary soldier, and 
his brother Moses was in the War of 1812 and was a participant in the battle 
of Lundy's Lane, where he was killed. Samuel Dodd, the paternal grand
father of the subject of this sketch, was born in England, but at an early day 
came with his parents to this country and here he eventually took part in the 
war for independence. He was married in Pennsylvania to Dela Shelpman, a 
native of Germany, but who became a resident of this country with her parents 
when she was a child. While Samuel Dodd was serving in the Revolution he 
received a severe sabre wound in the head from a Hessian at the battle of 
Cowpens, but eventually recovered and became a successful farmer. The 
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maternal grandfather of Dr. Dodd, John Pile, was a Pennsylvanian, as was 
his wife Elizabeth, but they became very early settlers of Ohio and located 
at \Vooster when the place consisted of one log house. Mr. Pile inherited 
honorable, thrifty and industrious habits from his German ancestors and reared 
a large family of children on his well-conducted and valuable little farm in the 
Buckeye State. The children born to David and Mary Dodd were as follows: 
Anna, who resides near Cleveland, Ohio, is the widow of Albert Wager, who 
left a handsome fortune; Hiempsal S.; Marion H., a teacher of considerable 
renown at Burbank, Ohio; Ada, wielow of Henry Hassler, a successful business 
man of Wooster, Ohio; Harvey M., a farmer and stockman of Cass County, 
Mo.; Harrison, who was the mayor of Independence, Kan., was with Kil
patrick's cavalry during the Civil \Iv'ar, was in a number of battles, but was not 
captured or wounded during his service; David P., a farmer and stockman in 
the vicinity of Caldwell, Idaho; Samuel C., a soldier in the Federal Army for 
three months, and is now residing in Marion County, Ark.; John resides on 
the old homestead in Ohio; and Thomas, who died in 1889, and was the owner 
of a foundry and machine shop at Belleville, Ohio. His widow Sadie E. (Sea
bright) Dodd, now lives with her parents in Fredericksburg, Ohio. The Doctor 
received a common-school education in his native State, but being a t~iligent 
student outside of school hours, he became a thorough and profound scholar. 
In early life he took up the study of medicine, but did not finish his researches 
in this science until after the war was over. 'vVben starting out for himself it 
was as a clerk in a store at 'vVooster, and was a clerk-mate of Hon. A. T. See
berger of Chicago, treasurer \Nodd's Fair. He remained there a few years, 
but being taken with a severe case of the" gold fever" in 1850, he went to 
California by water, where he followed mining and lumbering with fair success 
until 1855, at which time he returned to Ohio, and the same year was married 
to Miss Catherine C., daughter of Henry Neal, a native of Ireland, whose wife 
was of German extraction. Mrs. Dodd was born ncar Carlisle, Penn., but was 
principally reared in Ohio, and has borne the Doctor one son: Neal Dodd, who 
is one of Marion County's most able, wealthy and enterprising citizens. I-Ie 
has served several terms as circuit and county clerk of Marion County, being 
elected to these positions against great political oelds, and each time with 
greatly increased majorities. Immediately after the Doctor's marriage he 
moved to Columbus City, Iowa, where he follolVed farming and stock breed
ing, owning the celebrated Elmwood Farm until August 25, 1862, when he 
enlisted in Company C, Eleventh Ollio Volunteer Infantry, as a private, but 
was at once placed on detached duty to assist in the organization of a post 
hospital at Davenport, Iowa. He was appointed hospital steward and later, 
when the hospital was converted into a United States general hospital, he was 
given the position of hospital steward, which he held until April 25, 1866, at 
which time he was relieved by his own request. This work, with the able 
instructions of his friend John M. Adler, M. D., surgeon in charge, gave him a 
thorough and practical experience in medicine and surgery, and he very soon 
after launched into an extensive and remunerative private practice at Daven
port, where he remained until 1868, when Eric, Kan., became his home, which 
change was made for the benefit of his health. In 1872 he sought a still more 
moderate climate by locating in the mountains of Marion County, Ark., about 
half way between Yellville and Lead Hill, in the heart of the pine timbered 
country. Here he at once built a large lumber and grist mill and has ever 
since done a prosperous business in this line. He has always led an active 
and honorable life, has made a comfortable fortune and has established a rep
utation above reproach. He has been one of the most active men in the 
northern part of Arkansas in advertising and showing to the world the untold 
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mineral wealth of Marion and adjoining counties, and in this work he has spent 
lavishly both of time and means and still gives it much of his attention. 
'vVhen he first came to this region there were but two postoffices in Marion 
County, but he at once established an office at his mill and named it Dodd
ville, which was afterwaru changed to Dodd City, and of which he has been 
postmaster up to the present time. Many years ago he was made a Mason at 
Davenport, Iowa, and still holds membership in Davenport Lodge No. 37. 
He was formerly a \Vhig in politics, and was the first of his father's family to 
identify himself with the Republican party, of which he has ever since been an 
uncompromising member. He is an active and earnest worker for the men 
and measures of this party, and by his able and straightforward manner in pre
senting his views, and his genial anu amiable disposition, he has made no 
enemies in this Southnn country, but, on the contrary, everybouy is his friend. 

jU])(;1( \VILLIAM EASS():\. No better citizens have come to Christian 
County, 1\10., than those who emigrated from bonnie Scotland, and who 
brought as their inheritance from Highland ancestry the traits of character 
and life which has ever uistinguislled the race. Among these we find judge 
\Villiam Easson, who was born SIX miles from Sterling, Scotland, September 
24, 1:-{35, and who has been a resident of Christian County since 1869. He 
is a son of Henry and Jane (Bryce) Easson, both natives of Scotland, who 
emigrated to this country in the year 1841. The parents located at Hamden, 
N. Y., after reaching the United States, and there the father followed 
fanning until his death March 8, 1892. After coming to this country he 
advocated the principles of the \Vhig party, but latcr became a RepUblican. 
He became quite wealthy, and was a worthy member of the Reformed Pres
byterian Church. The mother died in the Empire State in Aur.;ust, 1893, and 
she, too, was a life long member of the Reformcd Presbyterian Church. Eight 
children were born to them: William, our subject; James, who died in Scot
land when a babe; Belle, single, is living in ;-';C\\· York State; Henry, resides 
at Beaver Falls, Pa., and a preacher in the Reformed Presbyterian Church, 
who for twenty years was a missionary in ,';yria; Christina died when six 
years of age; John also died young; Andrew J. is livinr.; on the old home 
farm in New York; and Elizabeth J. is the wife of William Alexander and 
resides in the Empire State. Our subject anti Henry took part in the Civil 
'vVar. Hemy enlisted in the Third l:\C\I' York Cavalry Regiment, Company I, 
and served two years. He participated in a number of prominent engage
ments, but was never wounded, Uur subject's boyhood clays were passed in 
attending the schools of York State during the winter months, and in build
ing stone fences during the summer seasons. \Vhen the Ci\'il \Var broke out 
he enlisted in the Eighth Indiana Battery, of New York, under Capt. Butler 
Fitch, and was not attached to any regiment. ,';ol11e of his battles were \Nill
iamsburg, Yorktown, ,';even Pines, and he was in the seven days' fight across the 
Peninsula. He was also in the Gen. Cox raid through the South, cutting 
off railroads, etc., in South Carolina and other places. He was discharged in 
June, 1865, and although he had seven holes shot in his clothes at Seven 
Pines, he was never seriously injured. At the close of the war he located in 
the State of New York, and remained there until 1869, when he came to Chris
tian County, Mo., buying a farm four miles northwest of Ozark. On this he 
resided until 1:-{90' when he retired from farming and came to Ozark, in 
order to educate his children. He has a pleasant home in that city and this 
is presided over by his excellent wife, who was formerly !lEss Sarah 1\1. Mor
rison, daughter of James and Ellen l'Ilorrison, who came originally from 
Scotland and settled in Delaware County, N. Y. Mrs. Easson was educated 
in York State, and in early life was "a teacher. To Mr. and 1\lrs. Easson 
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have been born three children, two of whom are living. ~he eldest died young, 
and Nellie J. and Aggie B. are in school. Mr. Easson IS the owner of 165 
acres of land, and is a well-to-do citizen of the county. He has always affili
ated with the Republican party, and is active in all matters of moment. In 
1886 he was elected to the office of presiding judge of Christian County on 
the Republican ticket, and held that position ~or four years, being in office 
during the Bald Knob trouble. Fraternally, he IS a membel' of the 1. O. O. F., 
Finley Lodge No. 206, at Ozark, and is the treasurer of the organization. He 
is a member of Capt. Robertson Post, G. A. R., at Ozark, and has been com
mander two or three times. The Judge and family are members of the 
Protestant Methodist Church, and no family in the county is better respected. 
Mrs. Easson is a lady of character and high literary taste. 

JUDGE JAMES P. WOOD. Integrity, intelligence and system are qualities 
which will advance the interests of any man or any profession, and will tend 
to the prosperity to which all aspire. The life of Judge James 1'. Wood in the 
profeSSional arena has been characterized by intelligence, integrity, sound 
Judgment and persevering industry. He is one of Cleburne County's most 
popular and capable attorneys, who has acquired prominence because he is 
worthy of it. He was born on a farm in Barbour County, Ala., in 1843, a son 
of James and Nancy (Byrd) Wood, who were born, reared and married in the 
Old North State, and in 1830 moved to Barbour County, Ala., where they both 
died when fiftY-hvo years of age. The father was prominent in the Democratic 
circles of Alabama, and also stood high in Masonry and mercantile and agri
cultural circles. Judge James P. Wood was the eighth of nine children born to 
his parents, and received his education in the Military Academy of Clayton, 
Ala. Early in 1861, before Alabama had seceeded from the Union, he had 
joined the Clayton Guards of the First Alabama Infantry, and was stationed 
at Pensacola for one year. At the reorganization of the Confederate Army, in 
1862, he became a member of Company E, of the Thirty-ninth Alabama In
fanty, and held the rank of second lieutenant. On July 28, 1864, when he was 
wounded at Atlanta, he was in command of his company. During his service 
he was in many battles, among which were Fort Pickens; Mumfordsville, where 
he was on picket duty, and when that place was surrendered he received the 
flag of truce; Lawrenceburg, where he had charge of a body of sharpshooters; 
Murfreesboro, where he commanded a body of sharpshooters; Mission 
Ridge; Chickamauga, and was in the many engagements from Dalton to 
Atlanta. From that time on he was with Johnson's army until wounded, 
which disabled him for further duty. In 1865 it was his intention to join the 
forces of Maximillian in conquering Mexico, and for this purpose went to that 
country. Later he went to San Francisco, Cal., and entered the law office 
of Quint & Hardy, where he remained three years, then returned east as far a~ 
Hickman, Ky., and continued the study of law under John A. Lauderdale, 
where he was later admitted to the bar. After spending one year in Alabama 
he returned to San Francisco, Cal., and there practiced his profession for some 
time, then returned to his native State and located in Birmingham and at a 
later period in Galveston, Texas. After a time he again returned to his native 
State, but in 1874 took up his residence in Pope County, Ark., and until 1884 
practiced his profession in Russellville and Dover. Since that time he has 
been a resident of Heber, Cleburne County, and stands at the head of the 
county bar. He is well known for his eloquence before a jury, his cOIlvincing 
and logical reasoning, and as a criminal lawyer of far more than average abil
ity. He has ever been a stanch Democrat, and is an active worker in the 
ranks and conventions of his party. In December, 1884 he was married to 
Miss Lydia F. Bridwell, of Mt. Washington, Ky., an amiable and intelligent 
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woman, and they have a pretty, comfortable and hospitable home. The Judge 
is a gentleman in every sense of the word, is kind hearted and charitable and 
has a high regard for the Christian religion, and for all that is good and true 
in this life. 

e. H. STOCKARD. The credit of a large share of the enterprise which helps 
to make Christian County one of the most thriving and progressive of the 
counties of Missouri, belongs, in a considerable degree, to the worthy gentle
man whose name is at the head of this sketch. Since 1879 he has made his 
home in this county, and during that time has shown himself thorough master 
of his business and an influential and esteemed citizen. His birth occurred in 
Gibson County, Tenn., February 25,1835, to William and Mary A. (Edwards) 
the Stockard. He is grandson of JohnStockard, who moved from North Carolina 
to Tennessee when his son William was ten years of age. The Stockard family 
came originally from the Emerald Isle, while the Edwards family came from 
Scotland: The maternal grandfather of our subject, Thomas Edwards, organ
ized a company and served as captain of the same in the War of 1812. The 
father of our subject was born in North Carolina in 1786 and was a soldier in 
the vVar of 1812. His death occurred in Tennessee when eighty-six years of 
age. All his life he had tilled the soil and was fairly successful in that occu
pation. In politics he was an Old Line Whig. The mother of our subject died 
in 1870, two years before her husband. To them nine children were born: 
John, Thomas J., Clement H. (subject), 'vVilliam Henry, James Alfred, Eliza
beth J., Sally A., Mary e., and Louisa R. Of these, six are now living. Two 
sons, Thomas J. and William Henry, were soldiers in the Southern army. The 
father and mother held to the Cumberland Presbyterian faith and were most 
worthy citizens. Our subject spent his early life and school days in Tennessee 
and when but a boy began shouldering his own burden. He began as a farmer 
and, when twenty-four years of age, was married to Miss Elizabeth Greer, a 
native of Tennessee, the daughter of Elijah Greer. Mrs. Stockard lived only 
about a year and Mr. Stockard selected his second wife in the person of Miss 
Lavina Robbins, of Arkansas, their nuptials being celebrated in 1861. One 
child was the fruit of this union, but mother and child died while our subject 
was in the army. The latter enlisted in Company H, First vVisconsin Cavalry, 
in 1862, and served three years, participating in some of the fiercest battles of 
the war. His services were principally east of the Mississippi River, and he was 
wounded in the head at Dandridge, Tenn .. from the effects of which he has 
been deaf in his left ear. This wound disabled him for a number of months, 
nearly proving fatal, and still troubles him very much. On July 22, 1865, he 
was discharged and returned to his old home in Tennessee. After remaining 
there a year or two, he married Miss Patience E. White, daughter of IVL'vVhite, 
one of the pioneers of Tennessee and later moved, to his native county. where 
he again bought a farm. To this union six children were born: Fenton T., 
attorney at Billings; William J., who died in 1892; John S., who assists on the 
home farm, but IS now attending school; Lizzie, at home and Rutherford 
Hayes and James P. at school. Mr. Stockard lost his third wife in 1884 and 
since then has married Miss Mary Jones. a native of this county and the 
daughter of William Jones, one of the early settlers of this county. Three 
children were born to this last union: Josie, Henry and June. 1\1r. Stockard 
came to Christian County in 1879 and settled on a farm near Billings, but two 
years later bought the farm where he now lives. This consists of ninety acres, 
but he also owns a fine farm of 160 acres two miles from this. He is a good 
farmer and citizen, is self-made, and the family stands high in the community. 
He is active in all public enterprises and is giving his children good educa
tional advantages. Since the war he has been a Republican and an active 
member of his party. 
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JOHN Q. ADAMS. This gentleman owns and resides on the farm in Baxter 
County, Ark., on which he was born in 1854, his parents.being Alexander and 
Syrena (Kellough) Adams. The father was born on thIs farm also and died 
in 1866 at the age of forty-two years. His father, John Adams, came to this 
neighborhood many years ago and located among the Indians, three miles 
above the mouth of North Fork, in what was then Izard County. At that time 
the Talburt and \Volf families were the only ones living here, and for many 
years, until the tide of emigration set in, Mr. Adams and his family had to 
put up with many inconveniences and hardships, but he was possessed of the 
sturdy perseverance of the successful pioneer, and here he continued to live 
and labor, and witnessed quite a transformation in the country prior to his 
death. He successfully tilled the soil, and in this respect his son j\lcxander 
followed his footsteps, also becoming extensively engaged in the raising of 
stock. During the Civil \\'ar he served in the Fourteenth Arkansas Infantry, 
and was a participant in a great many battles. Just before the war he was 
sheriff of Izard County and held other positions of trust and honor. I Ie was 
a Mason, a member of Adams Lodge, and located on \lVhite River below the 
mouth of North Fork where his home now is. He has always been a Demo
crat, but has never been an official aspirant. His wife was born in Kentucky, 
and came to this section with her people in a very early clay. She died in 
1862 after having borne her husband five children, of whom the subject of this 
sketch was the second in order of birth. J\fter the death of their parents, the 
children made their hOIlle with \Vythe \V. j\dams, an uncle, on \Vhite River, 
and during this time the subject of this sketch attended the common schools and 
when old enough commenced farming- for himself. He and a brother and 
sister afterward secured possession of the old Adams homestead, and later 
he bought their interests and is now the sole owner, besides which he o\\"ns a 
good farm on Gobler Flats, which he has improved with building·s, etc. In 
1879 he was married to Miss Mary E. Sowell of this county, by whom he has 
three sons and four daughters. Mr. and Mrs. Adams are members of the 
Christian Church, and politically he is a Democrat. His sister Ann is the 
widow of \Villiam Nelson and lives at Buford, this county; Robert, his brother, 
resides near l\Iountain Home, and his sister Betty is the wife of Jesse N. 
Nelson. 

JAMES HAILEY. This gentleman is the oldest resident of Ava, and dur
ing the long term of years that he has spent in this section, his good name 
has remained untarnished and he has \\"011 for himself many friends. He was 
born in BedfoTd County, Tenn., February 7, 1824, a son of Tavner and Joyce 
(Tomison) Hailey, the former of whom was born in Henry County, Va., was 
an early pioneer of Tennessee, and in 1839 settled in vVebster County, Mo., 
where he followed the occupation of farming until his death in 1867. He was 
a Whig in politics. His wife was born in Virginia and died in 1869, the 
daughter of Peter Tomison, a Virginian who removed to Tennessee. The 
paternal grandfather, James I-lailey, was of English descent and a native of 
Virginia, and was a soldier of the Revolution. Fourteen children were born 
to Tavner Hailey and wife, only two of whom are living, James and Joyce 
(Mrs. Johnson) of \Vebster County. Fourteen members of this family 
reached maturity: Lucy, Louis P., Elizabeth, Susan, James, Peter F., Sarah, 
Joyce, Eliza, Joseph, Judy, Alice, Temperance and Tavner c.; all the sons 
were soldiers in Missouri regiments during the Civil ·War. The schooldays 
of James Hailey were spent in Tennessee and in Missouri, and were limited to 
the common schools. In 1847 he began to do for himself and was married the 
same year to Mary C. Rowe, who was born and reared in Kentucky, and who 
came to Missouri in an early day. Mr. and Mrs. Hailey lived in \Vebster 
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County until 1853, when they settled in the northern part of this county on a 
farm, on which they lived untiI1873,when they located inAva,Mr. Hailey having 
received the appointment of county and circuit clerk of Douglas County. He 
ably filled the appointment for two and a half years, and for two years there
after was a member of the County Court. He then held the office of probate 
judge eight years, was county treasurer one year and is now postmaster of 
Ava. In all these res' onsible positions he has discharged his duties in an 
able, intelligent and faithful manner and won the admiration and respect of 
his political foes as well as fr;er.Js. He has always been a Democrat, has ever 
interested himself in political matters, and has always shown himself to be a 
man of public spirit and enterprise. During the Civil War he served in the 
Sixth Provisional Regiment of Missouri as sergeant of his company (F), and 
was in a number of sharp skirmishes. He still owns his farm in the northern 
part of the county and is reasonably well fixed financially. He is a member 
of the A. F. & A. M., the 1. O. O. F., has been noble grand in the latter order, 
and is a member of the G. A. R. at Ava. He and his wife are members of 
the Gen,!ral Baptist Church, and he is a deacon in the same. He and his wife 
have reared nine children and lost one; William F. is a farmer of the county, 
is married and has nine children; Mary E. is the wife of M. C. Reynolds; Tav
ner is living in Webster County, is married and has seven children; Martha is 
the wife of Joel Clinkingbeard of this county and has ten children; James, of 
Webster County, is married and has three children; Sarah J. is the wife of 
J. H. Upchurch of this county and has six children; Joseph B. iives on the 
old home farm, is married and has three children; Joyce is the wife of J. L. 
Davis of Taney County, and has two children, and Louis O. is an attorney of 
Ava, is married and has four children. Mr. and Mrs. Hailey are well known 
throughout this section, and for nearly twenty years have kept a hotel. They 
have been successful in a business way and are now in the enjoyment of a com
fortable income. Mr. Hailey assisted in locating the town of Ava in 1870, 
which he laid out, and the first lots were sold by him. He has been a useful 
citizen and is highly respected. All his brothers were officers in the army: 
Louis was sergeant of Company B, Twenty-fourth Missouri Infantry; Peter 
was sergeant of Company H, Eighth Missouri State Militia; Joseph 13. was 
second lieutenant of Company G, ,seventy-third Missouri Militia, and Tavner 
C. was corporal of Company G, Forty-sixth Missouri Infantry. 

JUDGE E. F. HOWCIWFT. Not without justice, Judge E. F. Howcroft is 
conceded to hold an enviable position among the prominent and successful 
men of Christian County, for he has not only rendered it valliable service as a 
reliable public official, but as an industtious farmer and law-abiding citizen. 
He is a native of the Old Bay State, born at Fall River, November 18,1838, to 
the marriage of David and Ruth (Bindley) Howcroft, and like other British
American citizens, has done good stalwart work in the cultivation and devel
opment of this section. His father, David Howcroft, who for many years was 
a seaman on a whaling vessel, was born in England and came to this country 
with his father, John Howcroft, who settled in Massachusetts. After growing 
to mature years, the father of our subject moved to Dovel', N. H., and there 
lived for many years. He was a Republican in politics. Mrs. Howcroft died 
in 1838, when our subject was only six months old. The latter was the younger 
of two children. Sarah, the other child, is now residing in Massachusetts, the 
wife of Andrew Waldren. Until about sixteen years of age, our subject re
mained in his native State. He then went to Penobscot County, Me., where 
he remained until twenty-four years of age, and then returned to Massachu
setts, where he remained until 1876. He married, in Maine, Miss Ann Hack
ing, a native of England, daughter of Robert and Mary (Taylor) Hacking. 
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In 1876 Mr. Howcroft and family turned their faces toward the setting sun 
and first located in Dunn County, Wis., where they remained for one year. 
From there Mr. Howcroft made his way to Billings, Christian County, Mo., 
and being satisfied with the appearance of everything, purchased land and 
engaged in farming. \;Vhen a boy, he had learned the molder's trade and 
followed it for some time in his native State. Since coming to this State, he 
has criven his undivided attention to agricultural pursuits, and substantial 
results have rewarded his efforts. His farm is about a quarter of a mile south 
of Billincrs, and is a fine place. In political matters Mr. Howcroft is an 
ardent supporter of Democratic principles, and has ever been active in public 
affairs. He received a fair common-school education, and, by reading and 
observation, has added to his store of knowledge, until he is classed among 
the best posted men of the county. He has held many positions of trust, be
ing deputy sheriff for some time, and in 1893 he was appointed county judge 
of Christian County by Gov. Stone. This position he is filling in a most cred
itable and satisfactory manner. To his marriage have been born three chil
dren, as follows: Emma, wife of Harry Penman, residing at Scranton, Pa.; 
Lellice A., the wife of Newton Hale, of this county, and David E., who is 
married and resides ncar Billings. Mr. Howcroft is well and favorably known 
allover the county and is a very pleasant and agreeable man to meet. He is 
a member of the A. O. U. W. at Billings, and is also a member of the Knights 
of Horse. 

GEORGE \;V. MCCARTY. This prominent citizen has been a resident of 
Taney County since 1879, and during that time he has won the respect and 
esteem of all by his many estimable traits of character. Mr. McCarty was 
born in Gwinnett County, Ga., February 10, 1845, and was the eldest of a 
family of six children, born to Larkin and Sarah (Cates) McCarty, natives 
respectively of North and South Carolina. The elder McCarty was a fine 
mechanic and followed the woodworking business all his life. He and wife 
held membership in the Missionary Baptist Church, and were esteemed 
citizens wherever they made their home. They were married in Georgia in 
March, 1844, but came to Taney county in 1887. The father was born Febru
ary IS, 1825, became a Mason at an early date and was a member of the Royal 
Arch Chapter from 1861 to his death, November 24, 1891, when sixty-six 
years of age. The mother is still living and finds a comfortable home with 
our subject. She is now seventy-four years of age, but enjoys comparatively 
good health. Their children are named as follows: George \;V., subject; 
Robert M., a married man, died in Georgia in 1889; Iantha j., resides in DeKalb 
County, Ga., and is the wife of Robert Pickins; Rachel H. is the wife of]. A. 
Brown of Gwinnett County, Ga., and the other children died young. Until 
about twenty-four years of age, our subject remained in his native State and 
then moved to Arkansas, where he made his home until 1879. Thence he 
moved to Taney County, where he has resided since. He bought the tract of 
land where he now lives, 330 acres, with 140 acres under cultivation, and as an 
agriculturist has made a decided success. Self-made and self-educated, all 
his accumulations have been the result of hard labor and perseverance on his 
part, and he merits the respect of all. He was first married in Georgia to 
Miss Martha Shamblee, a native of that State and daughter of John B. Sham
blee. To this marriage was born but one child, and mother and child both 
died. After locating in Arkansas our subject was married to Miss N aney C. 
Gray, daughter of \"1. B. Gray of Independence County, Ark. Politically 
Mr. McCarty is a Democrat, and is one of the prominent men of the county. 
He engaged in general farming and stock-raising when he came to this 
county, and no man shows better judgment in conclucting the farm than he 
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does. He is a member of the Missionary Baptist Church, as is also his wife, 
who is active in all good work. His farm is located about fifteen miles from 
Forsyth, is improved in every way, and is a credit to the county. Mr. McCarty 
is a Mason, a member of Mendota Lodge No. 159, and is quite prominent in 
social circles. 

JAMES HILDRITH. James Hildrith, one of the prominent citizens of the 
county, came here in the year 1877, and his intelligence, enterprise and energy, 
with many other estimable qualities, have secured for him a popularity not 
derived from any factitious drcumstance, but a permanent and spontaneous 
tribute to his mel·it. He is a native of the Keystone State, born in Clearfield 
County, Pa., October 23,1842, to William N. and Priscilla (Fernsides) Hild
rith, natives of Yorkshire, England, where they were married. At an early date 
they came to the United States and settled in the City of Brotherly Love, where 
Mr. Hildrith followed the tanner's trade for some time. Later they located in 
Clearfield County, Pa., where Mr. Hildrith opened up a tannery, but two years 
later they moved to Jefferson County, where they resided for many years. 
There Mrs. Hildrith died, and a few years later Mr. Hildrith returned to Eng
land and died there in 1882, when quite an aged man. Seven children were 
born to his marriage, four of whom are still living, as follows: Louisa, who is 
in Jefferson County, Penn.; Mary, a resident of Elk County, Penn.; Rachel, in 
Jefferson County of the same State, and our subject. All are married and have 
families. One son, Thomas, who was wounded in the battle of Fair Oaks, Va., 
and died at Annapolis, Md., from the effects of the wound, enlisted in Co~
pany 13, One Hundred and Fifth Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry, and took 
part in all the battles from the first of the war until his death. He was single. 
Sarah, single, died in Pennsylvania in 1864. The family attended the JVleth
odist Episcopal Church. The father never took much interest in public or 
political matters. The subject of this sketch was six years of age when his 
mother died, and his early life was passed in his native county, attending the 
early schools, in which he received a rather limited education. At the youth
ful age of eleven year~ he started out to fig-ht life's battles for himself, and for 
some time he worked on a farm and in a saw mill. Later he was in the oil 
fields of Pennsylvania, and in 1862 determined to enlist. He joined Company 
13, One Hundred and Thirty-Fifth Pennsylvania Infantry, and was under Col. 
James R. Porter in the First Brigade, Third Division and First Army Corps. 
He participated in the battles of Bull Run, Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville, 
and numerous engagements. He was a brave and valiant soldier and fought 
well for the Old Flag. After leaving the army he located again in his native 
State, and as he had only served about ten months, would have enlisted again 
but was prevented by a sick sister, who required his care. His next venture 
was to engage in the lumber business. \Vhen twenty· four years of age, or on 
the 4th of June, 1867, he married Miss Harriet Carrier, who was born Novem
ber I, 1847, and who was the daughter of George C. and Sabra A. (Scott) Car
rier, natives of the Empire State. The father died in Pennsylvania, but the 
mother is still living and resides in Jefferson County, Penn. To 1Ir. and Mrs. 
Hildrith have been born eight children, as follows: Cora L., who died when 
over three years of age; Elva M., who was born June 7, 1870, the wife of F. D. 
Conrad, of Billings, and the mother of two children, Zella M. and Clarence; 
George H., born February 12, 1872, is farming; Mary 1\1., born October 10, 1873, 
is attending school; Otie N., born November 22, 1875, is in school; Emma H., 
born August 3, 1880; Grace P., born November 27,1882, and James C., born 
March 21, 1885. After his marriage Mr. Hildrith followed farming in Penn
sylvania until 1877, when he came to Christian County, Mo., and located two 
miles southwest of Billings. There he bought a farm and has since added to 
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it until he is now the owner of 160 acres of well-improved land, all the improve
ments being the work of his own hands. In 1891 he retired from the farm and 
moved to Billings, where he bought a fine home and he and family are enjoy
ing life. His children are attending the high school in that place, and he is a 
respected and much esteemed citizen. In politics he is with the Democratic 
party, and is live to all matters of moment. He has taken a deep interest in 
educational as well as religious matters and has held some of the offices in the 
school district for years. He is connected with the Billings Hardware Com
pany, has some stock in the Bank of Billings, and is vice-president of the same. 
Although starting out a poor boy, with limited means, he pushed his way to 
the front and is now one of the substantial and respected men of the county. 
He and Mrs. Hildrith are members of the M. E. Church. 

JOHN H. GASS. This gentleman is one of the most prominent farmers of 
Boone County, Ark., and there is no one who more fully illustrates in his 
career the unbounded energy and activity of the agriculturist of his section 
than does he. His birth occurred in what is Clay County, Tenn., in 1839, and 
he received very little schooling, much of his time being spent in the arduous 
duties of the farm. On February I, 1858, he was married to Miss Susan J., 
daughter of Lewis and Abigail Pipkin, natives of South Carolina and East 
Tennessee respectively. Mrs. Gass was born in Tennessee and was four years 
of age when her mother died, and sixteen when her father passed away. By 
her marriage she became the mother of ten children, as follows: Sarah A., 
wife of James E. Rand, of Fulton County, Ark.; Lusetta F., deceased, was the 
wife of William Niblett; Clemency E., wife of William Porter, of Boone 
County, Ark., William N., Lewis S., Jesse H. (deceased), James 0., Arthula 
(deceased), Robert F. and Otis M. When the tocsin of war soundeu in 1861, 
Mr. Gass enlisted in Company 13, Ninth Kentucky Infantry, Union Army, 
and was with Gen. Rosecrans in several prominent engagements, Perryville, 
Murfreesboro, etc., and was discharged in 1863, after two years' service, for 
disability. After this he made his home in Tennessee until 1872, when he 
moved to Indiana and from there to Fulton County, Ark. One year later he 
moved to Baxter County, Ark., and made his home there for three years, after 
which he resided the same length of time in Fulton County. From there he 
moved to Boone County and for about ten years has lived on his present farm 
of 187 acres, about 50 acres under cultivation and well improved. Mr. Gass 
has been postmaster of Burlington Postoffice since February, 1891, and has 
been justice of the peace for about eight years. He is a member of Omaha 
Lodge, A. F. & A. M., and he and Mrs. Gass are worthy members of the old 
Christian Church. Politically he formerly affiliated with the Democratic party, 
but since the war he has been an ardent Republican. His first presidential 
vote was cast for Breckinridge in 1860. Mr. Gass is a son of Jesse and Sarah 
(Bray) Gass, natives of the Keystone State, and both born in the year 1804. 
\Vhen quite small they moved with their parents to Tennessee, married there 
and passed the remainder of their days, the mother dying about 1853, and the 
father about 1867. They were members of the Disciple Church. Farming was 
the father's occupation in life, and he was justice of the peace for eight years. 
Our subject's maternial grandfather, Richard Bray, died in Monroe County, 
Ky., when John H. was a boy. He was an early settler of Tennessee. Of 
the cleven children born to his parents our subject was seventh in order of 
birth. The others were named as follows: Mary, deceased; Richard, died in 
Texas; William C., died at Nashville (he was a soldier in the Uniun army 
with Gen. Rosecrans, and died from the effects of a wound received at M ur
freesboro); Andrew J., died in Kentucky before the war; Nathan Jasper, died 
in Indiana (he was with Gen. Thomas during the war); Rachel died in Illinois; 
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Catherine J., died in Tennessee; James B., died in Indiana; Jesse Newton,died 
in Indiana (he was also with Gen. Thomas during the war); and Josiah, died 
in Tennessee The father of these children was twice married, his second 
wife being a Miss White. She bore him six children, as follows: Anna Jane, 
died in infancy; Peter Harvey, of Tennessee; Francis M., of Kentucky; Sarah 
Ann, of Tennessee; Melvina, of Tennessee, and Rhoda, also of that State. 

ROBERT M. HANCOCK. It is a pleasure and a privilege to record the 
character and enterprise of men of business who have made their own way in 
life, and no more efficient man could have been found for the office of circuit 
and county clerk than Robert M. Hancock. He is keenly alive to his respon
sibilities, fulfills them in the most prompt and thorough manner, and even his 
political enemies have come to understand that he is the" right man in the 
right place." He owes his nativity to Coffee County, Tenn., where he was 
born February II, 1847, a son of William A and Elizabeth (McCrary) Han
cock, both of whom were natives of Middle Tennessee. After their marriage 
they moved to Gibson County, West Tenn., and from there to Arkansas in 1861, 
locating on a farm a little over a mile from Mountain Home. There the 
father died in 1876, at the age of fifty-two years, and his widow at PotterviIle, 
Mo., in 1879 while trying the waters of the medical spring of that place for 
her health. William A. Hancock was a stanch Democrat in politics, was 
active in political matters and successfully filled the offices of deputy sheriff 
and justice of the peace. In 1861 he joined Shaver's regiment as first lieu
tenant of his company and was with that command until taken prisoner below 
Little Rock. He was sent to Rock Island, Ill., thence to Ft. Delaware and 
other places, and after eighteen months of hardships and privations was 
released. He was an elder in the Cumberland Presbyterian Church and 
socially was a member of the A. F. & A. M. His marriage resulted in the 
birth of seven children: R. M., the eldest, received his education in the com
mon schools of the neighborhood, and in the summer of 1863 joined Schavell's 
battalian of cavalry, with which he served until shot at Ashly Station in the 
latter part of 1864. He was shot through the lungs and was left on the field 
of battle for dead. After the war was over he returned home, and up to 1874 
was cngaged in farming. The three subsequent years were spent in North
west Texas, where he worked at the carpenter's trade, and he continued to 
follow this occupation for a number of years after his return to Baxter County 
and built many houses throughout the county. He has for some time held 
the office of county and circuit clerk and has made an A No.1 official, faith
ful and conscientious in the discharge of his duties, and as a result he has 
made many friends. In 1876 he was married to Miss Sarah Moody, who was 
born in Arkansas, and four sons and a daughter have blessed their union. Mr. 
Hancock is a member of Mountain Home Lodge No. 225 of the A F. & AM., 
the 1. O. O. F., and in the latter has filled all the chairs, is a member of the 
Encampment, and has represented his lodge in the Grand Lodge of the State. 
Politically he is an enthusiastic Democrat. 

JAMES M. CURNUTT. This gentleman is one of the very prominent citi
zens of Ava, and has made his home in this county since 1876. He was born 
in Campbell County, Tenn., July 12, 1835, a son of William and Lucinda (Dent) 
Curnutt, the former of whom was a product of North Carolina and a son of 
John Curnutt, who is supposed to have been born in France. In the State of 
Tennessee William Curnutt grew to manhood, married and there reared his 
family, which consisted of eight children, four of whom are now living: Pres
ton, who died many years ago in Missouri; John, who is living in Boone 
County, Ark.; Reilly, who dIed in 1877; Mary A, who died in 1862; William, 
who died in 1853; Nancy, who resides in Tennessee; James 1\1. and Lucinda, 
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who live in Tennessee. The father and mother were members of the Mission
ary Baptist Church, and died in 1838 and 1874, respectively. The father was 
a Whig in politics, a farmer by occupation, and for many years held the office 
of justice of the peace. The Dents are supposed to have come from Ger
many. James M. Curnutt passed his early life on a farm in Tennessee, dur
ing which time he learned habits of industry, economy, and perseverence that 
were of material benefit to him in later years. He attended the common 
schools of his native county, and when he grew up he became a farmer. He 
was married at the age of twenty-one years to MissAmanda Housley, a native 
of Tennessee and a daughter of John and Caroline (Henshaw) Housley, 
who were early settlers of Tennessee. Mrs. Curnutt was born December 28, 
1838. After commencing life for himself Mr. Curnutt resided on a farm in 
Tennessee. and taught school until the opening of the war, when he moved 
with his family to Pike County, Ind., and there made his home for eleven 
years. He became a member of Company I, One Hundred and Forty-third Indi
ana Infantry, in February, 1865, and was on duty until the war closed. He is 
now a member of the G. A. R, and has commanded the post at Ava. When 
he came to Missouri in 1876, he took up his residence in the eastern part of 
Douglas County on a farm located about thirty miles from Ava, and there 
made his home until 1886, when he was elected to the position of county 
clerk of Douglas County by the Republican party, of which he has always been 
a strong member, and then moved to the town of Ava. where his home has 
since been. He filled the office of clerk with marked ability up to 1890, and 
since that year was successfully engaged in the mercantile business for a short 
time. He is living retired from the active duties of life and in the enjoyment 
of competency which his earlier years of industry, foresight and good man
agement brought him. He is a member of Ava Lodge No. 26 of the A. F. 
& A. M. He and his wife are members of the General Baptist Church, of 
which he is a clerk, and in that faith reared their children whom they named 
as follows: Elizabeth, wife of John R Pennel', a farmer of this county; Will
iam also farms here; John died in Indiana; Frank is a farmer of this county 
and has been a merchant; Horace is living in Ava; Mary is the wife of James 
Martin of Ava; Leota is the wife of J. A. G. Reynolds; Calvin is living in 
Ava; Wiley died young, and Ida. Mr. Curnutt has ever been a public
spirited citizen, is an upright and highly honorable man of affairs, and com
mands the respect and esteem of all who know him. 

A. C. HULL. This gentleman is the able editor of the Bool/I! Bmmer, one 
of the best country journals of which the State of Arkansas can boast. It is 
published in Harrison, one of the busiest and best towns of north Arkansas, 
and has an extended circulation throughout one of the largest and richest 
zinc and lead regions in the United States, and has a rapidly growing field to 
cover. It finds its way into the homes of the best class of people, who can 
always glean something useful and interesting from its columns, and it is es
sentially a paper of, by, and for, the people. He is a native Arkansan, having 
been born in Marion County, Ark., April 20, 1858, his father being Hon. John 
E. Hull, who was a captain in the Confederate Army, in the support of which 
cause he laid down his life when A. C. was but seven years old. Hon. John E. 
Hull was born in Miami County, Ohio, March 10, 1827, and there attained 
manhood, after which he went to Memphis, Tenn., where he secured employ
ment as a telegraph operator and made his home for nine years. He then came 
to Arkansas and settled in the eastern part of Marion County, on White River, 
where he opened up a rich farm of many acres and became one of the sub
stantial, prominent and wealthy men of the county. He was a man who loved 
learning for learning's sake, was finely educated, became the owner of a well-
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selected and extensive library, and wielded a wide influence on all matters of 
a public nature throughout the section in which he resided. Prior to the open
ing of the Civil War he was elected to the State Legislature and was often 
urged to make the race the second time, but always declined to do so, as he 
was of a naturally retiring disposition, and loved his home and family far bet
ter than the strife and turmoil of the political arena. In politics he always sup
ported the measures of Democracy, and when the great strife between the 
North and South came up he espoused the Southern cause, enlisting in the 
Confederate service, holding the rank of captain at the time of his death, 
which resulted from an accidental shooting. He was married in Marion County, 
Ark., to Miss Matilda A. Killough, whose mother lived in Marion County. 
She made her home a part of the time with her uncle, Judge W. B. Flippin, 
an old pioneer of the county. She was born in Kentucky, makes her home 
now with her son, A. C. Hull, and although she has attained the age of sixty 
years, is still energetic and active, and is in the enjoyment of good health. She 
bore her husband five children, three of whom reached maturitv, but of whom 
A. C. is the only surviving member. The others were William·C. who died at 
the age of twenty-eight years, at Harrison, Ark., was a dealer in books and 
stationary, and was also for a time in the newspaper business; Charles T., 
died two years after his brother William, also at the age of twenty· eight years. 
The paternal grandfather of these children was John C. Hull, who was an 
early pioneer, presumably from one of the New England States, although his 
birth occurred in Ireland. He traced his ancestry back to John Hull, who 
owned an estate called Free Hall in County Londonderry, Ireland, which de
scended to his only son, Thomas Hull. The latter married Sarah Cowan and 
settled on the Free Hall estate, where he was for some time engaged in mer
chandising. He became involved in the Rebellion of I799, for which offense 
he was imprisoned for several weeks, but as he had many wealthy and in
fluential relatives who were royalists, his acquittal was obtained through their 
influence and he was permitted to emigrate to America on condition that he 
would never return, and his property was confiscated, except a small portion 
which was left to his wife. After coming to this country he lived twelve years 
in Maryland, but his death occurred somewhere in the West. His wife's 
father, John Cowan, also owned a large estate near Londonderry, Ireland. 
John C. Hull, the son of Thomas and Sarah (Cowan) Hull, was fitting him
self for the ministry at the time his father was banished from his native land, 
and he shared his exile and gave up his ministerial ambitions. He assisted 
his father in his mercantile operations in Elkton, Md., for some time and 
later embarked in various business ventures. At one time he was the owner 
of the stage route from Baltimore to Wheeling, W. Va., and at other times fol
lowed the calling of an agriculturist. He was an early settler of Ohio, there 
reared his family, his wife being a granddaughter of Alex. Thompson, a. 
brother of Charles Thompson, who was secretary of the First Continental 
Congress. He was a soldier of the War of 1812, and a man of upright princi
ples. Owing to the fact that most of his father's property was swept away 
during the war, A. C. Hull was forced early in life to shift for himself, 
and right nobly did he fight his way to the front. He and his widowed mother 
and two younger brothers continued to reside on the old home farm until 
the close of the war, then moved to Flippin Barren in the same county, a 
much more thickly settled district. Here he and his younger brothers battled 
with the forces that are always against the poor, aspiring and ambitious boys, 
and he succeeded in acquiring a good English education. To assist her sons in 
this respect, their faithful mother kept boarders, and she eventually received 
her recompense for her early toil and cares by seeing her sons attain honorable 
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and intellectual manhood. Since 1885 she has made her home in Harrison 
and during this time has gathered about her many warm friends. Up to the 
age of eighteen years A. C. Hull resided on a farm, but even at that early time 
his fine business qualities were recognized, and his business career began 
several years before he reached his majority. He clerked for some time in a 
mercantile establishment, and his first experience in public aHairs was three 
years' service as deputy clerk of Boone County in 1878-9-80. The three suc
ceeding years he was editor and proprietor of the Baxter COltllt.J' Citizen, then 
during Cleveland's administration he discharged the duties of chief clerk of 
the United States Land Office at Harrison, and the records of that office attest 
his superiority as an official. Upon retiring from this position he engaged 
actively in newspaper work at Harrison as editor and proprietor of the Boonl! 
Banner, which journal is recognized as one of the most progressive, enterprising 
and breezy county papers in the State. During the seven years of his journalistic 
career he has not only kept his paper in the van of public enterprises and 
progress, but has earnestly, faithfully and fearlessly labored to advance the 
best interests of Democracy in county and State. Mr. Hull was a prominent 
candidate for Secretary of State before the State Democratic Convention of 
Arkansas in 1892, was second man in the contest between four strong men, 
and came out of the convention, although defeated, with a record that was 
creditable to him in the highest degree. At the next election in 1896 he will 
again make the race for this office, and it is a recognized fact almost that he will 
succeed, and that no better material in the State can be found for the position 
than he. He is a useful member of the Arkansas Press Association, having 
served it as historian, executive committeeman and on the programs of its 
meeting. In June, 1893, he was elected recording secretary of the association 
at Fort Smith, and reelected without opposition in 1894 at Little Rock. He was 
a delegate to the National Editorial Association at Chicago in 1893, ami attended. 
In October, 1893, he was appointed by the Governor as expert accountant, to 
examine and report on the condition of the state treasurer's office, and dis
charged the responsible duties of the: position with marked ability and to the 
satisfaction of all concerned. In 1884 he was happily married tv Miss Lucy 
M. Cory of Harrison, Ark., the accomplished daughter of A. B. Cory,onc of 
the oldest and best newspaper men in the State to-day, and to their union three 
little sons have been given: Hugh c., Ralph A. and Howard K. Mr. Hull is 
a man of sterling qualities, is full of energy and pluck, and is a conscientious 
Christian, possessing all the elements that go to make up a true man and a 
public-spirited and progressive citizen. Perhaps no young man in the State 
has a brighter future before him than Mr. Hull. His career thus far has been 
one of usefulness and in a measure successful, but more has been accomplished 
by his life's work, perhaps, for his friends and his country than for himself, 
directly. But his State will yet honor him. 

THOMAS F. \VILLIAMS. T. F. Williams is a substantial citizen of Taney 
County, Mo., and from early boyhood has devoted his attention to farming 
interests, being now the owner of an excellent tract of 280 acres, 100 acrcs 
under cultivation, in Swan township. Mr. Williams was born in Polk County, 
Mo., December 6, 1859, and is a son of John E. a:nd Louisa J. (Hale) Williams, 
both natives of Tennessee, the former born October 21, 1820, and the latter 
September 27, 1830. The grandfather, John Williams, died in Tennessee. 
About 1852 the father of our subject came to Missouri and settled in Polk 
County, where he resided until 1867, when he came to Taney County, settling 
on a farm at the mouth of Beaver Creek, on White River, where his death 
occurred in 1882. All his life was devoted to farming and stockraising, but he 
was public-spirited and held the office of justice of the peace for a number of 
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years. In political matters he was a supporter of Republican principles, 
and during the war, he was enrolled in the State militia, but was exempt from 
duty on account of holding the office of justice of the peace. His wife died 
in 1885. She was the daughter of Sar:rlUel Hale, a native of Tennessee, who 
came to Polk County, Mo., where he dIed about 1890. He was a farmer and 
a prominent man in that county. Six children were born to Mr. and Mrs. 
Williams, as follows: S. J., a farmer of this county, and collector of revenue 
for Taney County from ~888 to 1892; Sarah 1":1., wife ofG. W.Johnson, of Taney 
County; Thomas F., subject; Mary E., the Wife of 'vV. G. Clark, of this county; 
Margaret 1., wife of J. T. Dillon, of this county; and John G., residing on the 
old home place in this county. The parents were worthy members of the 
Christian Church. Our subject was a lad of seven years when he came to 
Taney County, and he grew to mature years on the old home farm, his school
ing being received in the neighborhood. When seventeen years of age he 
attended school at Bellefonte, Ark., and, later, began farming with his brother. 
In 1882 he married Miss Mary E. Stuart, a native of Phelps County, Mo., born 
February 12, 1861, and the daughter of D. D. Stuart, a native of Massachusetts, 
who came to Missouri at an early day. Until 1879 he resided in Phelps County 
and then came to Taney County, settling in Swan Township, where he died in 
1888. His wife is still living on the homestead in Swan Township. Two children 
have been given our subject and wife: Joseph E., born October 27, 1883, and 
Daisy 1., born August 14, 1888. Mr. Williams is a Republican in politics and 
for two years held the office of deputy county and circuit clerk, under J. G. 
Siler. I n 1886 he was a candidate for county and circuit clerk, but was defeated 
at the primary election. While attending school in Arkansas he taught one term, 
and is an intelligent and well-informed man. After his marriage he moved to his 
present farm, a rich tract of valley land between the Beaver and \Vhite Rivers, 
near the mouth of the former, and which consists of 280 acres, 100 under cul
tivation. Mr. Williams gives his principal attention to farming and stock
raising, and has some of the finest animals in the county. He is interested in 
all enterprises for the public good, is a prominent young man, and comes 
from one of the best families. His farm is kept in the best condition, for he 
is enterprising and progressive, and no man is better posted on agricultural 
affairs than he is. 

COL. J. c. CRAVENS. Among the most esteemed and respected citizens 
of Springfield, Mo., there is not one who has been a more faithful soldier, a 
more pleasant or agreeable member of society, or a more thorough or saga
cious attorney than the gentleman whose name is mentioned above. He is a 
native of Saline County, Mo., where he was born February 18, 1838, a son of 
Dr. John and }{uhannah (Chaplin) Cravens, the former of whom was born at 
Harrisburg, Rockingham County, Va., a son of Dr. Joseph Cravens. This 
family is of Scotch-Irish descent and first took root on American soil in the 
early part of the eighteenth century. For a long period they were known in 
Virginia alone, but the members finally separated and branched out for them
selves until now their descendants are found in all parts of the United States. 
The grandfather of the subject of this sketch was a soldier of the Revolution 
and was present at the surrender of Lord Cornwallis. The branch of the 
family of which Col. Cravens is a member left Virginia and settled in Indi
ana, and there Dr. John Cravens and his brothers became distinguished 
citizens. James H. still resides in the Hoosier State; Oscar was a. partici
pant in the Florida 'vVar, and ---- who is a resident of Madison, Ind. 
All of the male members of this family were Whigs and have since sup
ported the Democratic party. Dr. John Cravens was educated in the 
schools of Virginia and was married at Harrisburg, to a daughter of J. 

7 
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Chaplin, of \Velsh extraction and a very wealthy man. Mrs. Cravens was 
born in Virginia, and after her marriage she and Dr. Cravens moved west
ward, for the benefit of the latter's health which had become much impaired 
by too closely following the arduous duties of his profession. In 1840 
he moved to Davis County, and there made his home until his death in 
March, 1882, at the age of eighty-five years. He became a surgeon in 
the Confederate Army during the Civil \Var, but served only one year on 
account of his advanced age, and until the last gun was fired, in 1865, he 
made his home in Texas. During the latter part of his life he voted the 
Democratic ticket, although he had formerly been a \Vhig. He took a 
prominent part in the affairs of his section, and being naturally a leader, 
he became extremely well and favorably known throughout his section. His 
wife also died in 1882, at the age of seventy-eight years. To their union 
seven sons and three daughters were given: Elizabeth, who married Philip R. 
Wirt, a prosperous merchant, died in 1867; Coraline, married John A. Leopard, 
an attorney at law; Robert 0., went to California in 1850, and is still residing 
there engaged in merchandising and practicing law; Joseph was killed by 
lightning when about eighteen years old; Amanda is the widow of Douglas 
McDonald of Davis County; William, died in Springfield in 1881, having 
been a prosperous fanner in the vicinity of that place since 1867 he was 
a private in Col. Cravens' regiment during the war, was a Democrat politic
ally and was well known throughout Greene County); John N., died in Davis 
County in 1876, having been a successful physician (he was a soldier in a 
regiment of Missouri Infantry during the war); J. c., the subject of this sketch; 
Edgar H., who lives on a farm in Davis County, Mo.; and Oscar, who died at 
the age of twelve years. The parents of these children were members of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, and the father was an active and prominent 
Mason. He was well educated and took pride in keeping well posted amI up 
with the times. The early life of Col. J. c. Cravens was spent on a farm up 
to the time he was fourteen years old, at which time his father moved to 
Gallatin, to give his children better school advantages, and there, after finish
ing his education, J. c. Cravens began clerking in a drug store which was 
owned by his father. Later he began the study of medicine, for which purpose 
he entered the Masonic College of Lexington, but finished his studies in the 
State University, from which he graduated in 1860, after which he accepted 
a position as principal of an academy in his native town. At about this 
time the great Civil \Var came on, and he cast aside personal considerations to 
shoulder a musket and don a suit of gray. He enlisted in Company B, and 
the first engagement in which he participated was at Carthage in 1861. He 
was afterward at \Vilson's Creek, then Dry 'vVood, Lexington and Rolla, and 
while in camp at Osceola he was made lieutenant-colonel by his commander 
December 1, 1861, but after the reorganization of the army at Springfield, 
Col. Cravens was on the staff of Gen. Slack. He then participated in 
many engagements throughout the State and in Arkansas, the most not
able of \"hich was the battle of Pea Ridge, and after the death of Gen. Slack 
he was on staff duty with Gen. Martin Green, with whom he went to Corinth, 
Miss. He was in the battle of Farmington and at Tupelo, after which he was 
sent as recruting officer to Arkansas, and while at Fayetteville was captured, 
but luckily made his escape the next day and joined Col. Hughes, whom he 
assisted to organize a company of 100 men in the neighborhood of Fayette
ville. While on their way to the Missouri River they had a number of skir
mishes on the way. When Col. Hughes was killed Col. Cravens organized a 
company, known as Company F, and attached it to Col. Hay's Missouri Cavalry 
Regiment, and a few days later the battle of Lone Jack was fought. He was 
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elected captain of his company and in the fall of 1862 it was attached to Col. 
Smith's reg-iment of the same brigade, and he commanded it at Cone Hill, 
Prairie Grove, Springfield and Hartville. He accompanied Marmaduke into 
Missouri in the spring of 1863, during which time he took part in a number 
of unimportant engagements and also some sharp fighting, especially at 
Helena, Ark. Later he was with Gen. Shelby through Missouri, which expe
dition was planned by 600 volunteer men and Col. Cravens and his lieutenant 
were among the number. They captured a number of towns in Missouri and 
Arkansas, until they were defeated at Marshall, Mo., shortly after which they 
retired into winter quarters. When the regiment was reorganized the title of 
major was conferred upon Mr. Cravens, and the entire Arkansas Infantry was 
sent to reinforce Gen. Kirby Smith in Louisiana. In the engagement at 
Marks Mill, Col. Cravens, with about fifty followers, captured lOa men with 
six pieces of artillery and 300 wagons. After the defeat at Steele he returned 
with his command at northeast Arkansas and during that summer was on 
active duty all the time and in numerous skirmishes. They captured a gun
boat on the White River, known as the" Queen City" and were then for some 
time with Price in Missouri and were in an engagement with the Federals on 
the Big and Little Blue, and at Independence with Gen. Blunt. Col. Cravens 
was left at Independence with a force of 100 men and was told not to leave that 
place until he was ordered or driven out. He remained there until ---
----- army came up, when he was compelled to retire. He took part 
in the battle of Westport the next day and later was with Price in the 
engagement at Ft. Scott and saved that noted General's army at a still later 
period by checking the advance of the Federals. At Newtonia, November II, 
1864, having lost his colonel in the battle, he was promoted to lieutenant
colonel and held this rank until the war closed. He was slightly wounded at 
Lone Jack by the explosion of a gun, but may be said to have been singularly 
fortunate in this respect during the four years that he was on active duty. 
He surrendered at Little Rock and returned to his home with the consciousness 
of having performed all his duties faithfully and of having lent valuable aid 
to the cause that was very dear to him. Col. Cravens was married at Belle
ville, Ark., in 1864, to Miss Annie Smith, a daughter of Col. Robert Smith, of 
Arkansas, who was a wealthy planter of that State and a member of the first 
convention held in Arkansas. He died in Springfield, Mo., in 1879, his wife's 
death occurring here two years earlier, in her native State. He was born at 
Georgetown in the District of Columbia. Mrs. Cravens was born in Arkansas, 
the only daughter of her parents, and after her marriage she and Col. Cravens 
settled at Belleville. In 1866 he graduated from the Law Department of the 
State University, having previously studied with Judge Barnes and Judge 
J ames Butler, of Belleville, and soon after graduating was admitted to the bar. 
He then formed a partnership with Judge Butler, which continued until 1868, 
when they severed connection and Col. Cravens came to Springfield, 1\10., and 
opened a law office. He practiced alone for sometime then became associated 
with Col. Crawford, then Judge Bray, and finally with Mr. Goode, the firm 
name being Cravens & Goode. Col. Cravens has practiced law in all the 
counties of Southwest Missouri, and his reputation as an able, successful and 
experienced lawyer is of the best. He has conducted many cases to a success
ful issue and has always been known to advise against litigation when it could 
be avoided. He is the attorney for the Gulf R. R., as well as other important 
corporations, and has taken part in some of the most important criminal cases 
in the southwestern part of the State. He has always been active in the polit
ical affairs of his section and in an early day held the office of city attorney of 
Springfield, bemg elected on the Democratic ticket of which he is an enthusi-



100 A REMINISCENT HISTORY 

astic member. Socially he belongs tothe A. F. &AM., and the Royal Arcanum. 
The Colonel and his wife are members of the Presbvterian Church and have a 
very pleasant and comfortable home on Market Street, Springfield .. To them 
seven children have been born: Susan, who is the widow of a Mr. Bowden, a 
prosperous attorney, has one child, Jerry, and makes her home with her father, 
Col. Cravens; Bell is the wife of Henry C. Cran, an attorney of Springfield 
and has two children, Robert and Louise; Elizabeth; Irene; Robert 0.; Jerry, 
Jr., and Zoe L. Although Missouri has its full quota of successful and well
posted lawyers, whose popularity is based upon their thorough understanding 
of the law in all its details and who are forcible and convincing pleaders at the 
bar, none among these is more highly regarded than Col. Cravens, and his 
time is fully occupied with a large and arduous and profitable practice. 

JOHN M. FRENCH. It should be impressed upon the minds of youth that 
at an early age they should practice introspection and should seriously study 
the famous Delphic oracle, "know thyself." They will thus find as suitable an 
occupation as did John M. French, who at an early age showed much ability 
as an agriculturist. While Mr. French would unquestionably have made a 
success as a business man, or as a practitioner of law or many other of the 
learned professions, it is likewise true that no farmer of the county has gone 
deeper into the details of his occupation, or carried the same to greater per
fection. Mr. French is a native of this county, born on his father's old home
stead, October 22, 1853, and is the youngest child of the family. Like the 
majority of farmer boys, he attended the district school which was taught in 
an old log building erected before the war, but his school days were limited, 
attending only a short time during the winter months. Until 1872 he remained 
under the parental roof and was then married to Miss Sarah L., daughter of 
vVilliam and Lucinda Jones, born on the 3d of September, 1854, in Christian 
County. William Jone~ and wife were among the pioneers of this county, 
coming here from the Blue Grass State and locating in the neighborhood of 
Billings, in 1849. There Mr. Jones died in 11)89. His widow resides on the 
old home place. Five children were born to this worthy couple, as follows: 
William T., James].. Mary E., W. A. and Sarah L. These children are all 
residing in this neighborhood. Aftcr the marriage of Mr. and Mrs. French 
they lived on the farm of Joseph French, the father, for a number of years 
and then, in 1881, came to the farm where they now reside. Mr. French has 
100 acres of as good land as is to be founel in the county and is classed among 
the mo~t prominent and successful young agriculturists of his section. He 
has his farm wcll improved and all but about four acres of woodland under 
cultivation. All his attention is given to farming ane! stockraising. In poli
tics he is in harmony with the Republican party and has ever been active and 
public spirited. He has held a number of local offices and has been director 
in his school district for some time. He and family attend the Christian 
Church, of which Mrs. French and the cider children are members. Seven 
children have been born to them, namely: Joseph William, James M., Sarah 
L. E., Dora A, Katie E., Polly A and Thomas A who died when eighteen 
months old. Our subject and family stand high in the community, and the 
French family is well and favorably known throughout the county. Mr. 
French takes a great interest in educational matters and is giving his children 
every opportunity to obtain a good education. His pleasant home is located 
three miles from Billings and within a quarter of a mile of where he was born. 

JOHN R. MCCORMICK. During the thirty-five years that this gentleman 
has been a resident of Boone County, Ark., he has thoroughly identified him
self with every interest of the same, and has been very public-spirited and 
progressive. He comes of good old Revolutionary ancestry, as his grand-
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father, Joseph R. McCormick, fought for independence and carried the scars 
received in the conflict to his grave. He was woundeu seven times, and the 
last time crippled for life. Nothing is known of his wife and but little of his 
children. One of his sons, Benjamin F., went to California and dicu there in 
1858, leaving a family. Another son, Joseph R. McCormick, father of our 
subject, was born in Tennessee in 1801 and was there married to Cynthia Ellis 
Nunley, also <: native of that State. From there they moved to Alabama, and 
when our subject was four or five years of age they moved to Greene Countv, 
Mo., twenty miles east of Springfield, in what is now Webster County, whe~·e 
the father improved a good farm. There they resided until 18,8, when they 
came to Boone County, Ark., and settled near Harrison. The niother died at 
the home of her son, John R., in 1883, when in her seventy-fifth year. The 
father died in Greene County, Mo., in 1863. Both had for a number of years 
been earnest and sincere members of the Christian Church. Her father, T. 
Nunley, was probably a native of Tennessee, and died in that State after tlie 
war. He was a very prominent farmer. !lIr. and l\I rs. IIIcCormick's union 
was blessed by the birth of nine children: Nancy Jane, deceased, was the 
wife of J. N. Edwards; Prudie, the wife of Gilliam I'lopper, a prominent 
farmer and stock dealer; Lottie Ann died in 'Webster County, :'ITo., when 
about seventeen years of age; !lIary died in infancy; \Va~hington F. was a 
prominent f,lrmer, preacher and Jawyer of Stone County; Thomas J. died in 
Webster County when about twenty years of age; Benjamin \V. diecl at Eureka 
Springs, wlwre he was a prominent farmer and stockman; anu two of them 
died unnamed; John R. was born in Jackson COllnty, Ala .. in IS36, and like 
many boys reared on farms, passed most of his time working on the same, to 
the detriment of his education. J Ie remainecl at home until after the death of 
his p,lrents, but startell out for himself when twenty·thn.:e years of age. His 
happy domestic life began August I H, I HS9, when he led to the altar :'Iliss Ruth 
E. Rose, daughter of Elisha B. and Jane II. I Hicks) Rose, who came from 
Tennessee to Boone County, Ark., at an early date. ill r. and illrs. Rose were 
among the first settlers of thi:; prairie, where he uied ;,lay 24, I H94, aged 
eighty-six years. He had been a lifelong farmer, and sen'ed as Government 
registering officer for Boone County for a number of years after the war. 1\1rs. 
McCormick was born in \Vhite County, Tenn., September 4, 1838. She became 
a member of the Christian Church in her early life, and has been a consistent 
Christian. Her marriage to !Ilr. McCormick resulted in the birth of ten chil
dren: Thomas, the oldest child, died when thirteen months old; l\Iary died 
when little over a year old; Cicero died when fifteen years old; Anna is the 
wife of J. P. Johnson, of this county; Benjamin F. married Rhoda B. Dearing, 
December 24, 1893; John R., Alice, Eva, and I'rudie arc yet remaining at home; 
Archie, the youngest child, died when fourteen months old. B. F. IIIcCormick 
and J. P. Johnson, his brother-in-law, have been engaged in the live stock 
business and ranching for seven a, eight years. B. F. is attending to the 
business while Mr. Johnson is studying law. Since 1~65 1\11'. McCormick has 
lived on his present farm three miles northwest of Harrison, where he has 660 
acres of lanu in different tracts, and 500 acres under cultivation, all the result 
of his own energy and industry. He first purchased 120 acres before the war, 
and has since added to that as he was able. He is onc of the most extensive 
farmers and stockmen in the county, frequently shipping over ISO head of 
cattle or 300 or 400 hogs at one time. He also raises considerable grain, 
etc. All his life Mr. McCormick has followed stockraising, and few are 
bettcr judges of cattle and hogs than he. He is universally respected for his 
honesty and fair dealings, is well known in this and adjoining counties, and 
his character is above reproach. He was a Union man during the war, but 
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took no part in that struggle. In politics he is a Republican, but is not active 
and does not care for office. He is not connected with any church, but his 
motto is, to do unto others as he would wish to be done by and to respect his 
Maker, and by following this motto, a more respectable and devoted family 
was never raised. 

\VILLIAM L. AYLOR. Among those who have fought the battle of life 
bravely and are now enjoying the comforts and pleasures that wealth brings, 
is William L. Aylor of Grover Township, Baxter County, Ark., \\iho can point 
back over a well-spent life. He was born in Rutherford County, Tenn., in 
1833, the son of George W. Aylor, who it is supposed was born in Georgia. 
He was a farmer by occupation and made his home in Rutherford County 
until his death, which occurred about 1842. He was a soldier of the \Var of 
1812, and also helped to remove the Indians from Georgia and Tennessee to 
the reservation west of the Mississippi River. \Villiam L. Aylor remained in 
Tennessee until sixteen or seventeen years of age, then came to Izard County, 
Ark., with an elder brother, Charles Aylor, and there mac.le his home until the 
opening of tht: Civil \Var, when he became a member of the Ninth Arkansas 
Infantry, but after the battle of Chickamauga his command became a part of 
the Eighth Arkansas Infantry, and with this he continued to serve the South
ern cause until the close of the war, surrendering at Greensboro, N. C. He 
took part in the baules of Chickamauga, Perryville, Ky., Murfreesboro, all the 
engagements of the retreat from Dalton to Atlanta, Franklin, Nash ville, Shiloh 
and at Smithfield, N. C. \Vhen the war closed he turned his swurd into a 
plowshare and from that time until the early part of IH71 continued to till the 
soil there quite successfully. He then located in what is now Baxter County, 
on the farm where he now lives, which was then quite heavily covered with 
timber. His home place comprises 230 acres, some of which is rich river 
bottom land, lying along the \Vhite River, and by the most ulltiring effort and 
persistent energy has succeeded in clearing a large portion of it, improving it 
greatly in the way of necessary farm buildings and putting the cleared portion 
in an excellent state of cultivation. He is a Democrat in politics, but has 
never taken an active part in political matters although he served ably on the 
Equalization Board of Baxter County for sever:tl months. In IH6! he was 
married to Phcebe Ann Sublett of Tennessee, but who was at that time resid
ing in Izard County. She c.lied in 1863, leaving one daughter, who is IlOW the 
wife of \V. G. Finley of Grayson County, Tex. In 1X67 Mr. Aylor wedded 
Celia Ann Sugg of Izard County, by whom he has two children: Robert Hill 
and Henry B. Another son, J. R., died in infancy. Mr. Aylor and his family 
are members of the Methodist Episcopal Church South, at Rockdale, in which 
Mr. Avlor has held the office of trustee. He became a member of the A. F. 
& :\. :\1. in Izard County in 1868, and now belongs to Mountain H orne Lodge 
1\0.225· 

JeDGE SHADI<,\CI! CHILTON. Among the citizens of Van Buren, Carter 
County, Mo., who have carved their way from a modest beginning to the 
rank of its prominent men, not one occupies a more enviable position than 
Judge Shadrach Chilton. Possessed of excellent ability, grafted upon a stock 
of sturdy honesty, he also possesses a goodly degree of those personal attributes 
that spring from a kindly heart, an honest purpose, a broad liberality and a 
fraternal sympathy. He is a descendant of one of the earliest pioneers in the 
county, John Chilton, who was born in Ray County, Tenn., on May 9, IH05. 
The latter was a son of Thomas and Susan (I nmann) Chilton. Thomas Chilton 
was born in the State of Virginia, and at an early date moved to Tennessee. 
There he married and resided until r816, when he came to Madrid County, 
1\10. Two years later he moved to Carter County ane! settled on the Current 
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River, being the first man to settle that high up. He improved a farm at the 
mouth of Henpeck Creek, and as he delighted in hunting and fishing, his table 
was seldom lacking meat. A few years later he moved to Shannon County 
and carried on a mill until his death in 1863. He was a soldier in the Creek 
Indian \,var in Tennessee, and in politics was a Democrat. He reared nine 
sons and one daughter, as follows: Clementine, wife of Zimri Carter; Mark, 
died when a young man; John, the father of our subject; Charles T.; Thomas; 
Shadrach; Joshua; William; James and Francis M. The father of our subject 
was about eleven years of age when he came to Missouri, and in this State he 
received but a limited education, only such as was gained by his own reading. 
Later he embarked in the saw-mill business for twelve years and then farming, 
following the latter on a farm northwest of Van Buren, where he made Iris 
home until his death in April, 1874. He served one term as representative of 
Ripley County about the year 1844 or '45. After the organization of Carter 
County he was elected judge of the County Court, which office he held until 
the late Rebellion. He held the office of assessor in Shannon County prior to 
the organization of Carter, which was also a part of Shannon County. He was 
a strong Democrat, and although a Southern sympathizer during the war, he 
took no active part in that struggle. Mr. Chilton was married in Shannon 
County to Miss Sophia Chilton, daughter of Thomas Chilton. She is still 
living on the old home place and although seventy-two years of age, enjoys 
comparatively good health. Eight children were the fruits of this union: 
Louise, who is living with the mother; Shadrach, subject; Emaline, deceased, 
was the wife of Noah Clark: Zimri, died in 1891; Joshua, died when seven 
years of age; Van Diemon, died when five years of age; John J., a farmer 
on Current River and Thomas, who is living on the ol'd home place. Our 
subject was born in Carter County, Mo., February 8, 1847, and he there 
grew to mature years and received his education. \Vhen twenty-two years of 
age he married Miss Cynthia Coleman, a native of Tennessee, born August 14, 
1846, and after this union they located on the farm where Mr. Chilton now 
resides and he has since followed farming and stockraising. In his political 
views Mr. Chilton is a Democrat and in 1876 he was elected county assessor, 
to which position he was reelected in 1878. In 1886 he was elected probate 
judge and held that position up to 1890. He has been active in politics and is 
an ardent supporter of his party. In his social relations he is a Mason, a 
member of Van Buren Lodge. His marriage resulted in the birth of six living 
children, as follows: Anderson; ]. \V.: Mary]., at home; Rose M.; Cora and 
Oliver. Two children, Thomas and Robert L., died young. The mother of 
these children passed away November 6, 1891. Judge Chilton has a good farm 
of 325 acres and has sixty acres cleared. 

CIIARLES H. GROOM. Charles H, Groom, one of the most progressive and 
successful young attorneys of Taney County, Mo., was born in Holt County, 
Mo., January 16, IS61, to the union of Sylvanus L. and Semira E. (Boswell) 
Groom, natives, respectively, of the Empire State and Indiana, the former 
born May 19, ISI8. Isaac Groom, grandfather of the subject, was a native of 
the green isle of Erin and was probably the first of the family to come to 
America. He passed the remainder of his days in the State of New York. 
Sylvanus L. Groom and his brother, Edward, were the only surviving members 
of the father's family. They emigrated to Detroit, Mich., at an early date and 
studied law, medicine and theology. In 1859 Sylvanus came to Nodaway 
County, ]\10., and began practicing law at Marysville. When the war brokd 
out he enlisted from Holt County in the Thirteenth Missouri Infantry, and 
served as a private, although he was offered a higher rank, which he refused. 
He served faithfully up to the battle of Pittsburg Landing, when he received 
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a gunshot wound and subsequently a furlough for thirty days. Upon report
ing for duty he was again sent home for ninety days; but befo.re that time had 
expired he again entered the army, enlisting in the Twenty-fifth Missouri In
fantry, Company H, with which he remained until the cessation of hostilities, 
being mustered out at St. Louis. He was in a number of battles, and at one 
time was in Gen. Grant's bodyguard. He was at Vicksburg and was in many 
of the prominent engagements of the war. After reaching home, he located 
ncar Fillmore, and, on account of his health, began farming. This occupation 
he continued up to 1870, when he moved to Talley County and located at For
syth. I Ie began practicing medicine amI continued this succes.sfully until his 
death, February 14, 1877. In political matters he was a Republican and a 
strong Union man. He was an influential citizen ane! became well known in 
this and other counties, bcing one of the eminent physicians of the same:. He 
was the foundcr of the: IVlasonic and Ode! Fellow orders in this county, and 
built up the lodg'e in Forsyth, being a member of both lodges long' before the 
war, and a mcmber in good standing in both orders at the time of his death. 
He was also a minister in the Methodist Episcopal Church and a true Chris
tian in evcry scnse of the term. I Ie was one of the men who drove the 11Or~e
thieves out of the county. The mother of our subject, who was the daug'hter 
of Levi and Penina (j\lberson) Boswell, was reared at Salem, \Vashington 
County, Ind., where she was born, and her first marriage was with a Mr. 
George Lane, who was a soldier in the Mexican War. j\fter that war they 
moved to Arkansas and he took up a homestead and died there. One living child 
was born to this union, but S(JOIl died. After the death of her husband, 1\1rs. 
Groom removed to the old home in Indiana, and her second marriage was \\ ith 
Wilson Peugh, by whom she had three children: John G., who died January 
27,1891; l'enina j., who is the wife of Leonard Silcott, of Nebraska; and 
Phcrba A., who is living in Nebraska and is the wife of Jacob Newland. After 
the death of Mr. Peugh, his widow married 1\11'. Groom and five children, four 
of whom reached an adult age, were born to this marriage, as follo\\'s: Charles 
H., subject of this sketch; Edward K, who is residing at Hall's, Buchanan 
County, Mo., with his family; Leonard c., single, a resident of St. Joseph; 
Samuel F., married, and residing with his wife and child at Jewell City, Kan.; 
and William E., who died young. 1he mother is now living at St. Joseph, 
Mo., with her son, who is in the grocery business there. She is an excellent 
lady and an earnest member of the Christian Church. Our subject spent his 
school days in Andrew County, Mo., where he attended the eommon schools 
and Woodcock Seminary, and began contributing to the support of the family 
at an early age. \Nhen ten years of age he entered a printing office, and prin
cipally remained in the same until Itl82, working on the papers of the county, 
but after that he went to North Missouri, whe:re he worked on the Craig 
Meteor and Rockport jJft/it for some time. In 1886 he began the study of law 
and, in October, 1891, he was admitted to the bar, and began practicing in 
Taney County, at Forsyth, where he is considered an able and prominerit attor
ney. He served one term as county treasurer ane! was the youngest man who 
ever held office in the county. He is now making real estate, law and abstract 
work a specialty. In politics he is with the Republican party, was secretary 
of the County Central Committee for eight years, and a delegate to the conven
tions of his party. He has ever been interested in all laudable enterprises 
and is one of the public-spirited men of the county. A self-made, self-edu
cated man, his success in life is due to his own industry and perseverance. 
Mr. Groom was married, in 1882, to Miss Tremane!ria L. Jennings, daughter of 
L. H. Jennings, a pioneer of the county. Four children have been born to this 
union, two of whom are living: Jessie E., died at the age of one month; Opal, 
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died when quite young; N eHie P. and Manfred are living and attending school 
at St. Joseph, Mo. The courthouse was burned in 1885, during the time Mr. 
Groom was treasurer and all the records were destroyed, but he had so care
fully kept his books that he was able to furnish the county with the necessary 
matter to start a new set of county books. Mr. Groom was an able and effi
cient officer and stands high in the community. 

JAMES LE GRAND, M. D. In a comprehensive work of this kind, dealing 
with industrial pursuits, sciences, arts and professions, it is only fit and rio-ht 
that that profession on which, in some period or other of our lives (the medt:al 
profession) we are all more or less dependent, should be noticed. It is the 
prerogative of the physician to relieve or alleviate the ailments to which suf
fering humanity is heir, and as such he deserves the most grateful considera
tion of all. A prominent physician, who, by his own ability, has attained dis
tinction in his profession, is Dr. James Le Grand, who was born in Dllbois 
County, J nd., December 26, 1843, the elder of two children born to John and 
Sophia (Hanks) Lc Grand, the former of whom was born in the Old North 
State, but who, at an early day, became a resident of Indiana, in which State 
he married and made his home until JR48. He was the father of eight chil
dren by his first wife, whom he lost in the State in which he m,arriedher, and he 
afterward married the widow of Dillon Lynch, who bore him six children. 
He then wedded lVIiss Hanks, and by her became the father of two children; 
J ames and his sister Rebecca, who is deceased, making in all sixteen children 
born to him. John Le Grand removed to Missouri during the boyhood of his 
son James and made his home in St. Francois and Bollinger Counties, dying in. 
the latter about rR72, having always been a prominent member of the Repub
lican party. He held a number of official positions in Indiana as well as in 
Missouri, such as deputy sheriff, justice of the peace, etc., and was a man of 
much local prominence. His wife made her home with her daughter, Mrs. 
Nancy Davidsoll, in this coullty until her death, in November, 1893, at the age 
of eighty-seven years. The early life of Dr. James Le Grand was spent in St. 
Francois County, and during his youth he was an attendant of the common 
schools. At the early age of seventeen years he left the home of his boyhood 
and enlisted in Company C, Thirty-third Missouri Volunteer Infantry., under 
Col. Fisk, but at the end of six months was honorably discharged from the 
servicC', after which he removed to Indiana, where he remained until the war 
closed. He then returned to St. Francois County and started out in life as a 
school teacher, an occupation which took up his time and attention for five 
years, during which time he became well known as an able, efficient and pains
taking educator. He then began the study of medicine and entered upon the 
practice of that profession in Bollinger County, Mo., where he continued to 
make his home until his removal to Newton County, Ark., in 1876. He has 
resided in the town of Jasper ever since, and has built up a large and lucrati\'e 
practice, the result of conscientious and painstaking work The Doctor has 
always been a Republican and has taken an active part in the political affairs 
of his section, although he has never been an aspirant for office. He was 
married in St. Francois County, Mo., to Miss Charity M_ Reed, who died after 
giving birth to a daughter, Elizabeth, who is also deceased. In 1869 the 
Doctor married Miss Julia Hudson, a daughter of Joel Hudson, who came from 
Ohio to this State in 1873, and died here in 1875, his widow being still a resi
dent of the county. They were the parents of four children: Julia; Mary, wife 
of P. E. Goodall; John, and Anna, wife of J esse Hickman. Mrs. Le Grand was 
born in Tennessee, April 15, 1861, and has borne the Doctor four children, 
only one of whom survives, Charles, who is in his twelfth year. Tho3e 
deceased are Cora, Nora and James R. Cora lived to be about fifteen years 
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old but the others died young. The Doctor and his wife are members of the 
Christian Church, in which he is a deacon, and sociaJly he is a member of 
Limestone Valley Lodge No. 104, of the A. F. & A. M. The Doctor does not 
depend wholly upon his practice for his living, but is also engaged in the sale 
of drugs at Jasper, which brings him in a neat little income annuaJly. Dr. 
Le Grand's paternal ancestors were of French extraction, his grandfather, 
William Le Grand was a soldier of the Revolution, he was a prominent man 
in the early history of this country, and won a wide reputation as an able 
educator. The mother of Dr. I.e Grand, Sophia Hanks, was a daughter of 
Sarah Hanks, a sister of the mother of Abraham Lincoln, Nancy Hanks. 

J\~IES H. FRE:-':CII. The agricultural part of any community is the bone 
and sinew from which comes the strength and vigor necessary to carryon the 
affairs of manufacture, COlllmerce and the State. \Vhen the farming people 
are composed of men and women of courage, enterprise, intelligence and integ
rity, prosperity will attend all departments of activity, and this is preeminently 
the case in Christian COllnty, 1\10., and among those who hold high rank as a 
tiller of the soil is 1\1r. French, who springs from one of the pioneer families 
of this section. lIe is the youngest but one of the children born to Joseph 
and Lucy (Scott) French, his birth occurring in Caldwell County, Ky., 
August 2X, IX5I. lIe was but an infant when his parents came overland to 
what is now Christian County, and here was reared to manhood on the old home 
place and attended the school of his neighborhood, the same being known as 
the" Dillingham School House." In 1~72, or when twenty-one years of age, 
young French started out to fight his own way in life, which thus far has been 
passed in agricultural pursuits, as it js but natural that he should choose that 
as his occupation. The same year that he branched out for himself, he wedded 
Miss Anna Smal1wood, a native of Illinois, born in IXS4, and the daughter of 
Vincent and Mary (Stivers) Smallwood, who came here from the Prairie State. 
Both parents are now deceased. lVIr. French located on the farm where he 
now lives after marriage. This consists of forty acres, all of which is under a 
good state of cultivation. I·Ie also owns a good farm two and a half miles 
from Billings. He has made a complete success as a farmer, and a glance 
o\'er his well-kept fields shows that he thoroughly understands his work. In 
politics he is with the People's party, but in previous years supported the prin
ciples of the Republican party. Public spirited and progressive, he is one of 
the county's best citizens. To his marriage were born ten children, namely; 
Mary, who died when twelve months old; Delia, wife of Galcy Johnson, a 
young fanner of Lawrence County; Lucy; Nettie; Maud; Virgie; Ida; Lizzie; 
Ora, and Etta. < 

J. S. COWDREY. /\mong the representative business men of Yellville, 
Ark., none hold a more prominent place than J. S. Cowdrey, whose high repu
tation and material prosperity came as the reward of unusual natural abilities, 
industriously applied. The establishment which he now owns has a good share 
of patronage and support, and his trade is increasing in a very flattering man
ncr. . He was born in this county July 15, I R46, a son of Dr. J. 1\'1. and Agnes 
(l\IcCubbin) Cowdrey, who were among the early pionecrs of this section of 
the country. Dr. James M. Cowdrey, the father, was born in South Carolina 
in 1795, and there the early years of his life were spent, but about IRz5 he emi
grated to Arkansas, and after a short residence in Izard and 'Washington 
Counties, came to Marion County, and here died in 1866, aged seventy-one years. 
He studied medicine in somc of the old colleges of the East, and was a gradu
ate, being the first one to build up a practice in northern /\rkansas. He fol
lowed a general practice, became cmincnt, and his name was almost a house
hold word. I Ie was surgeon of the Fourteenth Regiment of Arkansas Infantry, 
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c. S. A., and passed through much experience during the war-experience so 
trying to the constitution that it undoubtedly shortened his days. He first 
located at Batesville on coming to Arkansas, but later settled in Fayetteville, 
where he made his home until I R36, when he came to Yellville, which was then 
known as Shawneetown. He became the owner of a fine farm, was a strong 
and leading man in the Democratic party, and was a member of Yellville 
Lodge]'; o. 117. of the A. F. & A. M. He was for many years connected with 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, was a man of unblemished reputation, and 
was an excellent friend and citizen. He was finely educated, was an casyand 
fluent conversationalist, and in disposition was liberal to a fault, giving freely 
to all worthy public enterprises. I lis wife died in IR57, a member of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, having become the mother of ten children: 
Harriet, who died in Texas after her marriage to Joseph Bawcol1le; James \V., 
who died in Yellville in lR<;,3; Elizabeth is the wife of J. R. Dowd of this 
county; Henry \V. is a farmer of IVlarion County, and lIas a soldier in the 
Fourteenth Arkansas Infantry during the war; ;\Iary 'v. is the widow of Co:. 
J. A. Wilson and is living in IIarrison, Ark.; Caroline, who is the wife of R. 
P. Wilson of Rally Hill, Ark.; Emma, wife of i\. 1\1. Sloane of Boone County, 
Ark.; and Nellie, who i,; the wife of A. \\'. Wickcrshilm of Yellville. John S. 
Cowdrey, the subject of this sketch, attended the common schools until he 
attained his seventeenth year, ,,·hen he enlisted in Company C, First Arkansas 
Cavalry, C. S. A., and during the three YCilrs that he wa,; in the sen'ice he took 
part in the engagements of l'vIark's Mill, Jenkins' Ferry, Poison Spring,; and 
numerous others, besides many skirmishes. He surrcndered at Little Rock in 
1865, and for one year thereafter was l:ngaged in tilling the soil. He then 
began attendIng school in Yelh'illc, and in 186S went to Springfield and took 
a position in the general mercantile store of Kraft & Co., ilnd when the same 
company opened a store at Pierce City, a year later, :\1r. Cowdrey was put in 
charge of it, but at the end of six months the firm failed and he camc to 
Arkansas and worked in the store of Berry & Ellenburg at Yellville for 
about one year. In IR71 he became associilted in business with 1\1r. Berry, but 
disposed of his interest in IS79. In ISS, he and G. \\'. ;\IcDo\\'ell purchased 
the business of Lay·ton & McBee, and a year later Tllr. Layton purchased 1\Ir. 
l\lcDowell's interest. Since IS90 ;\11'. Cowdn:y has been the sole proprietor 
and now carries one of the largest stocks of dry goods in 0:ortbwest .\rkansas. 
He also carries an excellent stock of wagon,;, farming implements and hard
ware, a general line of supplie,;, and docs a wholesale and retail business 
amounting to from $40,000 to $50,000 annually. !lis place of business is 
located on the southeast corner of the public square, where three clerks are 
employed, and hi,; branch establishment, known as the Rail Road Store, 
furnishes employment to two clerks. He has a valuable farm of 400 acres a 
mile and a half west of Yellville, twenty acre;; of which is an apple orchard, 
and is the finest in Marion County. B is farm is being successfully con
ducted, and considerable attention is given to stockraising, but the most of 
his time is devoted to his mercantile pursuits. He has ever been the ,;oul of 
honesty in his business transactions, and is well and favorably known all O\'er 
the northern part of the State. I {e is plain and simple in his habits and tastes, 
and is fond of his home and family. I {is perfect honesty and sincerity, his 
untiring energy and industry, his goodness of heart and boundless charity of 
spirit, his fine common sense and cultivated intelligence, and his natural force 
aneI ability to accomplish results an: prominent trait,; of his character that 
endear him to the people of north Arkansas, ant! give him prominence in the 
commercial world. He is a member of Yellville LOllge 1\ o. 117, ,V. F. & A. 1\1., 
and he and his wife arc members of the Methodist Episcopal Church South. 
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Mrs. Cowdrey's maiden name was Helen Berry, daughter of Maj. J. H. Berry, 
of Yellville. She was born at Yellville on March 7, 1.857, amI lived at this 
place with her parents until December 25, 1872, when she was married to Mr. 
Cowdrey. Since their marriage they have lived happily together, making 
Yellville their home. As a wife, Mrs. Cowdrey is a true one in every sense of 
the word, as a mother she is loving, patient, tender and ready at all times to 
give wholesome advise. As a Christian and member of the church, her influ
ence is always on the side of religion and right. The union of Mr. and Mrs. 
Cowdrey has been blessed with seven children: Annie, Ernest, Daisy, Roscoe, 
Mabel, Helen and Lillian. 

RICHARD S. HOLT. It is a pleasure to write the biography of a man of 
unusual personal merit-the possessor of a combination of gifts so compre
hensive that happiness and success in any enterprise is bound to follow the 
application of his qualities to the solution of almost any reasonable problem 
in life. It is an unwritten law that the secret of success in life in all individual 
cases is the common property or heritage of all unfortunates of the human 
race. It is therefore eminently proper for the historian or delineator of char
acter to review the lives of those individuals who have not only been success
ful in the various enterprises in which they engaged, but as citizens and neigh
bors have won the lasting regard of all. Richard S. Holt, a retired merchant 
and farmer, and an esteemed citizen of Lead l'lill, Ark., was born in Cannon 
County, Tenn., in 1832. His parents, William H. and Mary L. (Stevens) 
Holt, were natives of Virginia and Tennessee respectively, the former born in 
1799 and the latter in 1802. This estimable couple was married in Tennessee, 
whither they had gone with their parents when young, and made their home 
in that State until 1840, when they moved to Ozark County, Mo., by wagon, 
being about six weeks on the journey. They improved a farm and resided 
there until 1849, when the fertile soil of Arkansas tempted them to settle in 
that State. They located in Marion County, on a small improved farm on 
'vVhite River, and there the father died in 1860. lIe had passed his entire life 
engaged in farming and stock raising, and as an honest, upright, industrious 
citizen was highly esteemed. He was a lifelong Democrat. Mr. Holt was 
one of six sons and five daughters born to Fielding Holt, who was a native of 
the Old Dominion but an early settler of Cannon County, Tenn., where his 
death occurred when he was about eighty-six years of age. Some of his 
people served in the Revolutionary War. Grandfather Stevens was a native 
of the Keystone State, but when a young man went to Tennessee, married 
there and reared his family. Later in life he removed to Alabama, where he 
died over fifty years ago. He was also a farmer, and of French origin. He 
was the father of two sons and two daughters, one of his daughters, the mother 
of our subject, dying in Lead Hill in 1882. The twelve children born to Mr. 
and Mrs. Holt were named as follows: Margaret, deceased, was the wife of 
William Coker; Fielding resides in Lead Hill; Fannie, deceased, was the wife 
of William Pumphrey; Sophia died in infancy; William, of Lead Hill; Matilda, 
deceased, was the wife of Franklin Pumphrey; Richard S., the subject of this 
sketch; Joseph T. died in his fifth year; James, deceased, enlisted in the Con
federate Army and died in the hospital in Little Rock in 1863, when sixteen 
years of age; Elizabeth, wife of Henry Clark, of Taney County, Mo.; Sarah, of 
Lead Hill; and Mary Ann, deceased. James fought at Prairie Grove and 
various other places, was captured, but managed to escape, and although so 
young was a brave and faithful soldier. Until eight years of age our subject 
remained in his native county and then moved with his parents to Missouri 
and Arkansas. He received but limited educational advantages, but being 
possessed of a strong mind and an unlimited amount of good common sense, 
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he made his way to the front and is classed among the intelligent men of 
Boone County. Until twenty-five years of age he remained under the pa
rental roof, but during that time he was farming for himself. After this he 
began clerking, continued this for about four years prior to the war, and in the 
summer of 1861 he enlisted in Company C, Fourteenth Arkansas Volunteer 
Infantry, Confederate Army, and was made second lieutenant. He operated 
in Arkansas and at the expiration of his term reenlisted and was made cap
tairi. He participated in the battle of Corinth and soon after went to Tupelo, 
where he was taken sick. After remaining there for nearly a year he resigned 
his commission and came home, where he assisted in organizing a company. 
However it was not needed, as the war closed about that time. In the year 
1867 he married Mrs. Ellen Harris, a native of what is now Putnam County, 
Tenn., and the daughter of Wilson and Keziah Wilmoth, natives of Tennessee. 
Mr. and Mrs. Wilmoth came to what is now Boone County, Ark., about 1856, 
and passed the remainder of their lives there, conducting a farm. Both were 
Baptists in religion. To Mr. and Mrs. Holt was born one child, James B., who 
died when four years of age. Our subject has lived within five miles of his 
father's old place on White River since his boyhood. He farmed for two 
years after the war and then engaged in merchandising at Lead Hill for about 
fifteen years. Since then he has carried on farming and stockraising, and is 
the owner of about Sao acres, being one of the most substantial and best 
known citizens of the county. He is a member of the A. F. & A. M., Polar 
Star Lodge No. 224, at Lead Hill, and is a Democrat. 

DR. JOHN M. CASEY. This gentleman is one of the best known physicians 
of Baxter County, Ark., for he has been unusually successful in the practice 
of his profession, and that he deserves the good fortune that has attended his 
efforts is indisputable. He is not only honest and reliable, but he has ever 
been sympathetic, yet cheerful, in the sick room, and possesses the happy 
faculty of winning the confidence and liking of his patients, which has much 
to do with their restoration to health. The Doctor first saw the light of day 
in Hardeman County, West Tenn., September 22, 1839, and he was reared by 
his grandmother, the wife of Hiram Casey, the pioneer Baptist minister of 
West Tennessee, who was probably as well known as any divine in the State 
at that time. His school days were spent in his native State, but on the 11th 
of December, 18SS, he made a settlement in the vicinity of Mt. Home, Ark., 
and the first season that he arrived here he made a crop. Later he taught a 
three months subscription school at Pearson's Landing on White River, where 
he had for his pupils many of the best citizens of this county. In 1857 he 
began teaching in the Tolburt School House at Tolburt Springs, and later in 
the same year entered Head's Collegiate Institute at Batesville, where he pur
sued the paths of learning for some time. In 1858 he again began teaching, 
and conducted a subscription school at Job Teverbaugh's place, and in January, 
1859, taught a school on Little North Fork in Ozark County. In July, 1859, 
he went to Welaka, Fla., and entered the Hotel Drug Store of Dr. Hamilton 
Black, on the St. John's River, and at the same time pursued the study of 
medicine. In 1860 he returned to Rapps Barrens and here taught school again 
until the latter part of 1860, when he began attending lectures in Pope's Med
ical College of St. Louis. He returned home in 1861, and practiced his profes
sion up to the opening of the Civil War, and in July joined the Fourteenth 
Arkansas Infantry, Confederate States Army, being in Capt. Adams' company. 
He was soon promoted to assistant surgeon of the regiment, and at the battle 
of Elk Horn had charge of the hospital there. He later rejoined the army at 
Corinth, where he remained until the summer of 1862, when he returned home 
and here remained until September 4. He was married to Miss Mary C. Wolf, 
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the youngest daughter of Maj. Jacob Wolf, and from 1863 to 1870 he was 
successful:y engaged in the practice of his profession, and opened the first 
drug store of Mt. Home, a well-appointed establishment, of which Don J. is 
proprietor. He was postmaster of the place from 1870 to 1877, and was instru
mental in having an office established at this point. He now again holds the 
responsible position of jlostmaster. \Vhen a boy, in 1858, he carried the mail 
from Big :-Jorth Fork to Rockbridge, in Missouri. The Doctor is tem?erate 
in all things, is a Prohibitionist in sentiment, and socially has been a member 
of Huntsville (Ark.) Lodge of the A. F. & A. M.; is a r.nember of the Chap
ter and has represented both in the Grand Lodge of the State. He has always 
been a Democrat politically, and he and his wife are members of the Baptist 
Church, and he has for many years held various offices in the church. Of 
seven children born to himself and wife, six arc living: Albert M., who is 
assistant postmaster of NIt. Home; Don J., proprietor of the drug store; John 
R.; Emmet Y.; Irene, Beulah, and Ada, \\'ho died when about five years old. 
Dr. Casey and his family are highly respected throughout the county and are 
useful, progressive and public-spirited citizens. 

J. \V. MILLER has been a resident of Douglas County, .Mo., since 1856, in 
which year he removed to this section from his native State of Tennessee. He 
was born January 1,1827, a son of Dobson and Mary A. (Burnett) lJ'liller, who 
came to this section at the same time as their son and settled on a farm in this 
county, on which both eventually died, the father in 1868 and the mother in 
1867. The Millers are of English and Irish descent, while the Burnetts are of 
French extraction, and have been residents of America from the very early his
tory of the country, the grandfather Burnett having been a participant in several 
of the early wars in which this country was involved. His wife was a half-breed 
Cherokee Indian, and her name in the Indian language was Culisitie. The 
subject of this sketch was educated in the common schools of Tennessee, and 
in that State he grew up and was married to Arzilla J. Conard, a daughter of 
\Villiam and SusanA. Conard. After coming to Douglas County, Mo., he located 
on a farm four miles north of Ava and lived there four years, after which he 
bought a farm two miles west of Ava and lived on the same eight years. In 
1868 he purchased the farm where he now lives, which contains 157 acres, and 
here he has demonstrated the fact that he is a thrifty and progressive fanner. 
June 10, 1861, he enlisted in the l\Iissouri Home Guards, for he was somewhat 
of a cripple and could not enter the regular service, and served from the time 
of his enlistment until the close of the war, participating in a number of 
engagements in Missouri and was in the chase after Gen. Price, under Gen. 
Hollen. He was severely injured by his horse falling on him and was laid up 
for some time, but upon recovering again entered the Missouri Militia. He 
was taken prisoner twice, but the first time managed to escape. He was first 
a \Vhig, then a Republican in politics, but of late years has been a Greenbacker. 
He and his worthy wife ha\"e reared eleven children: Brunetta, who died in 
1878; Amanda, who died in 1872, was the wife of \Villiam Upchurch; Adaline, 
is the wife of John Yondall, of Ava; Mary A., is the wife of James Andrews, 
of this county; Penelope is the wife of William Huffman, of this county; Mar
garet is the wife of S. G. House, of this county; Jane; Henry is a clerk in Ava; 
Dobson, is in the Cherokee Nation, and Moses is at home. 

JOSEPH l\IEYER, manager and president of the Billings Mercantile Com
pany at Billings, has been a resident of this city since 1886, and his reputation 
stands high in commercial circles for sound integrity and honorable business 
methods. He is a native of south Indiana, born March 6, 1852, and is a son 
of Joseph and Barbara (Boehm) Meyer, both natives of Germany. The father 
emigrated hom that country to America in 1845, and made a location in Troy, 
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Ind., but resided one year in New Orleans, La., previous to that. 
He is still living and is engaged in the manufacture of harness and saddles. 
He has been an unusually successful business man. His wife died 
when our subject was only about a year old. They were married after com
ing to this country. One child besides our subject was born to this 
union, George, who was killed in an accident on the Frisco Railroad in 1~~8. 
He was married, and his family is living in Indiana at the present time. The 
boyhood and youth of our subject was passed in the Hoosier State, where he 
received but a limited amount of schooling on account of the Civil War. Real
izing that a good education was one of the things to be desired, by studious 
habits and perseverance he became a well-posted man, particularly in business 
matters. During the war, and when quite young, he learned the harness 
makers' trade and followed this until twenty·six years of age, at first for his 
father and then for himself. For some time he was in business in Tennessee, 
and then came to Jamestown, this State, where he became manager of the 
Jamestown Mercantile Company, being very successful in that position. 
Thence he moved to Billings and embarked in the hardware business with 1'. 
E. Sweeney, but later sold out and started a general store, which he carried 
on alone for a year and then took in as partner J. S. Carmare, the company 
being known as Meyer & Carmare for four years. In February, 1893, the 
company was incorporated with a paid-up capital of $25,000. Mr. Meyer is 
the president and manager; L. M. \,volfe, vice-president; J. B. McHenry, sec
retary; and C. B. Swift treasurer. These men are all residents of Billings, 
and stand among the first in trade and society. The concern they carry 
on has seven distinct departments-dry-goods, groceries, clothing, furnishing 
goods, furniture, hardware, and boots and shoes. This is the largest concern 
in the county and one of the largest in southwest l'dissouri. They carry a stock 
of goods valued at from $25,000 to $30,000, and ovm the large building in 
which the business is transacted. This is a large, double, two-story, brick 
structure, and is used entirely for this business. The gentlemen conducting it 
are rapidly increasing their trade, and aim to conduct all operations upon the 
ground of strict loyalty to honor, a policy by which they are reaping a most 
desirable profit. Aside from the mercantile interests, 1\1r. l\1t:yer and Mr. 
Carmare are carrying on a grain and live stock business. They have an eleva
tor, and are doing an extensive trade in shipping stock and grain, and also 
own the stock yards. Mr. Meyer is one of the leading business men of the 
city, and what he has accumulated in the way of this world's goods is the re
sult of his own industry, perseverance and good business management. He was 
married while residing at Jamestown, to Miss Lizzie Nickles, daughter of Peter 
Nickles, and four children have been born to this union: Lizzie, Alma, Olive 
A. and Joseph. In politics Mr. Meyer is with the Democratic party, and he is 
public spirited and interested in all worthy movements. He is a member of 
the Catholic Church, and one of its most liberal contributors. He has held a 
number of the city offices, and discharged the duties incumbent on the same in 
a very efficient manner. 

HERVY A. MASSEY. This worthy citizen, who is one of the leading farmers 
and stockraisers of Stone County, Mo., was born in Greene County, !\Io., in 
1846, and is a son of Nathaniel and Nancy (Ellison) Massey, who were natives 
of Tennessee. Previous to marriage, and when children, they came with their 
parents to Greene County, 1\10., and there, after growing up, their nuptials 
were solemnized. After marriage they located four miles east of Springfield, 
on the wild prairie, where they improved a good farm and spent the balance 
of their days, he dyillg in 1869, when about forty-seven years of age, and she 
in 1860. The mother was a Cumberland Presbyterian in her religious views. 
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Mr. Massey was a successful farmer and stock trader and a public-spirited, 
self-made man. During the war he was a Government contractor, furnishing 
stock and general supplies to the army. In politics he was a Democrat and a 
Union man. His father, James Massey, was probably born in the green isle 
of Erin, but came to this country at an early day and settled in Tennessee. 
Later he moved to Greene County, Mo., and located a few miles east of Spring
field, where he became the owner of a good farm. There his death occurred 
during the war. He was twice married and was the father of twenty-two 
children. His last wife, who died February 15, IS94, married Allen Gentry, of 
Stone County. Grandfather Thomas Ellison was a Revolutionary soldier, 
coming to this country from Ireland at an early day and settling in Greene 
County, Mo., where his death occurred before the war. His wife died a few 
years later. They were the parents of seven or eight children. To the parents 
of our subject were born three children: Thomas V., in the Home Guards 
during the war, died in Greene County, Mo.; John H., a farmer of Greene 
County, was a soldier in the Confederate Army and lost a leg at Chickamauga; 
Lititia, who died in March, IS94, was the wife of Thomas Patterson, of Spring
field; Josephine, is the wife of L. T. Watson, of Springfield; Hervy A., subject; 
James N., of Springfield, and one or two died in infancy. Our subject's youth 
was spent principally in farming and attending the country school. When 
about twenty years of age he began farming for himself on his father's farm. 
Until his father's death he remainec.l under the parental roof, but on the 2d 
of January, [868, he was married to Miss Elizabeth R. Jarrett, a native of 
Greene County, Mo., where she was educated. Her father, Col. Higdon Jar
rett, came from Tennessee to Greene County, Mo., at an early date and located 
northeast of Springfield, where his death occurred. He was a farmer and 
blacksmith, and worked at his trade in Springfield for a number of years. 
During one of the early wars he held the rank of colonel. To Mr. and Mrs. 
Massey were born twelve children: LeRoy, a farmer and teacher of Stone 
County; Jesse L.; Laura, wife of William Inmon, of Stone County; Josephine, 
Nancy Adline, Anna, Almer, Ava, Tipton, Frank, Leslie and Sallie. Until the 
year IS7[ Mr. Massey made his home in Greene County and then came to his 
present farm, then consisting of seventy-three acres, twenty-three acres of 
which had been cleared. Since that time he has added to the original tract, 
until now he has one of the most desirable and valuable farms in the county, 
373 acres being in this tract, 50 acres on White River. He has about 225 
acres cleared and well improved. A few years ago he erected one of the 
largest dwellings in the county, and everything about his place indicates the 
thrift and energy of the owner. He has devoted his time almost exclusively 
to farming and trading in stock, and is authority on all such subjects. From 
[878 until 1S82 he was county surveyor of Stone County, and is one of the 
few Democrats who have held office in that county since the war. He and 
wife hold membership in the Christian Church. 

DR. GEORGE W. FLOYD. The noble profession of medicine affords to the 
student in that science a never-ending source of investigation and experi
ment. It is perhaps one of the most trying on brain and body of any in the 
field of science, for it absorbs the attention of him who practices it consci
entio.usly, both day and night, and brings into play the most versatile powers 
-of his being. Among the prominent physicians and surgeons of ·Western 
~ro:,e, -{\-rk., stands the name of Dr. George W. Floyd, whose kindly nature 
mstmctlvely turned to that broad field of human suffering for his life work. 
Dr. Floyd was bom in Ray County, Tenn., in [SSO, and he is a son of James 
]. and Louisa Jane (Richards) Floyd, the former a native of Virginia, and the 
latter of North Carolina. The parents were married in Tennessee, and there 
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the father spent the remainder of his life, dying in 1884. He was a farmer 
all his days, and served in the Federal Army during the Civil War as com
missary sergeant. Mrs. Floyd is still living. Grandfather Floyd came from 
Virginia to Tennessee in an early day, and died in the latter State. Curtis 
Richards, the maternal grandfather, died in Meigs County, Tenn. Of the 
nine children born to his parents, our subject was second in order of birth. 
The others were named as follows: Sarah, died about 1860, when quite young; 
Curtis D., a farmer of Boone County, Ark.; Joseph Charles; James L.; 
John H.; Michigan; Louisa Jane, wife of S. M. Heard, and Hester, the last 
six all residing in Tennes;;ee. Like most country boys our subject's time in 
youth was divided between ass~sting on the farm and in attending to the 
common schools where he receIved a fair English education. Early in life 
Dr. Floyd began to lay the foundation for a medical career, a profession whose 
noiseless, yet ofttimes marvelous triumphs are unknown to the multitude. In 
1872 and '73 he attended the Medical Department of Vanderbilt University at 
Nashville, Tenn., and in the latter year began practicing in Bell Town, Tenn., 
where he remained nine years. Soon after he came to Arkansas and located 
at vVestern Grove, where he has an excellent practice in Marion, Searcy, 
Boone and Newton Counties. The Doctor is a member of the Masonic fra
ternity, Bluff Springs Lodge No. 103, at vVestern Grove, and is a member 
and treasurer of Belleport Chapter No.61, R. A. M., and of St. Aldemar 
Commandery, K. T., No. 10, at Harrison. He is also a member of \Vestern 
Grove Eastern Star Chapter No. 25. 

CHARLES B. SWIFT. It would be difficult to conceive an industry which 
occupies a more important standing in any country than that allied to the 
mercantile trade. In this business millions of dollars are invested, while the 
number of persons employed count up into the hundreds of thousands. One 
of the leading corporations in this connection is the Billings Mercantile Com
pany, of Billings, Mo. Mr. Charles B. Swift, who is treasurer of this company, 
is an excellent type of a prosperous merchant, who owes his success in life to 
his own industry, and who is ever ready to do all in his power to favor his cus
tomers. He has resided in this county since 1870, and has been in business in 
this city since 1875; therefore the people have had every opportunity to judge 
of his charactcl' and standing;. A product of vVeakley County, Tenn., where 
he was born July 31, 1851, he is a son of C. W. and Martha D. (McClain) 
Swift, and the grandson of Charles Swift. This family is of English origin 
and came to this country at an early date. Some members became noted 
soldiers and statesmen, and all were honorable, upright citizens. The father 
of our subject was born in Hanover County, Va., and was one of a large old
fashioned family of eleven children. Three of his brothers were in the Mexi
can VVar, and one was in the war with Texas in 1836. C. \V. Swift, father of 
our subject, passed his youthful days in his native State, and in early manhood 
moved to Tennessee, locating in vVilson County at first, but subsequently mov
ing to \Veakley County. He was married in the former county to Miss 
McClain, and the children born to this union were partly reared in Weakley 
County. In 1870 Mr. Swift moved to Christian County, J\10., and located 
on a farm six miles southeast of Billings, where he followed farming 
and became a well-respected citizen. There his death occurred six 
years later. In politics he. was a vVhig and a Union man, and later a Repub
lican. He was a man universally esteemed and one whGlse career was without 
blot or blemish. His wife was born in Wilson County, ~nn., of which her 
father William H. McClain, was an early pioneer, but a native of Scotland, 
which' country he left early in life. His eldest son was the first whit~ child 
born in Wilson County, for he located there as early as 1792. !III'S. SWIft, the 

~ 
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youngest of a large family of children, was born !n 1,809, and died in 1857, in 
Tennessee. Eleven children were born to our subject s parents; seven are now 
living, and of these all reside in this part of Missouri. They were named as 
follows: Bertha, wife of M. G. Bonnett, of Stone County; Mary, is the wife of 
R. D. Blades; Sally, single, resides at Aurora; Anna E., also single, resides at 
Aurora; vVilliam H., married,. is living on a farm n~ar Billings; Oscar, single, 
resides at Aurora, and our subject, Charles B., who IS the youngest but one of 
the family. Those deceased passed away when quite young. The original of 
this notice was a young man when he came to this county, his early life hav
ing been spent in his native county. After coming here, he attended the 
schools of Springfield, and after leaving school began teaching. Later he 
engaged in merchandising, first as a clerk in Springfield, byt soon after came 
to Billings and clerked here up to 1879, when he establlshed a business for 
himself. In 1881 he took Mr. E. M. Morris in as partner, and the firm was 
known as Morris & Swift. Their business prospered unusually well until 1888, 
when the store was destroyed by fire. Mr. Swift was then elected county col
lector of revenue by the Republican. party, and held the office in a very effi
cient and satisfactory manner from 1888 to 1893, two terms. For four years he 
was postmaster at Billings under the Garfield administration, and has held 
other positions. He became a member of the Billings Mercantile Company in 
May, 1893, a prominent stockholder, and is now holding the office of treasurer. 
In politics he is with the Republican party, is active in his support of the same, 
and is one of the leading men of the county. Socially he is a member of the 
Royal Arch, Chapter No. 97, and of Friend Lodge, A. F. & A. M., at Ozark. 
Mr. Swift was married in this county to Mrs. Martha E. Dye, a native of Bed
ford County, Tenn., born June 18, 1851, and the daughter of James Wise, who 
now resides about five miles east of Billings. Mr. and Mrs. Swift are members 
of the Christian Church, and Mr. Swift is an elder in the same. Five children 
have been born to this union: Maude, 'Warren, Aden, Bertha, and an infant yet 
unnamed. 

CAPT. JOHN C. REA. This gentleman possesses a thorough knowledge of 
the art of the husbandman and has taken pains to familiarize himself with the 
latest methods of land cultivation, and the result has not failed to be satis
factory. He was born in Franklin County, Ill., in 1837, in which State his 
parents, John K. and Sarah (Arnett) Rea, were born, reared and married, 
Mrs. Rea died in Franklin County, when John C. was an infant, and Mr. Rea 
afterward wedded Luticia Dudley, and in 1846 came by wagon to Marion 
County, Ark., locating in the vicinity of Yellville, where he spent the rest of 
his life, dying in 1857. He was a man of sterling characteristics, acqlI1red a 
competency through his own efforts, and his death was a source of much 
regret to all who knew him. He was a Democrat of the Jacksonian type, but 
never aspired to political preferment. His father, Wilson Rea, was a Ken
tuckian, but became an early settler of Illinois, becoming a successful tiller of 
the soil, and a man of considerable prominence in Franklin County, holding 
the position of judge for some years. He was at one time a member of the 
Illinois Legislature, and at all times showed himself to be a politician of no 
mean order, and a man of undoubted intellect and corrcct principlcs. It is 
thought that his father was an Englishman. He died in Franklin County Ill., 
in 1854, his wife's death also occurring there. The subject of this sketch was 
the only child born to his father's first marriage, but he had the following 
half-brothers and sisters: Melinda, who died in Marion County, the wife of 
John Gillespie; Tramwell M., of Rea Valley, Marion County, was in the Con
federate service throughout the Civil War, and was in the battles of Oak Hill, 
Pea Ridge Prairie Grove; Frank (deceased), went North prior to the opening 
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~f the war, and joined the Federal Army, and died in the service' Carroll 

who was a member of Shelby's command, (Confederate) during the' war wa~ 

killed at. Glasgow, ,Mo., ~hile with Pric.e on his raid through Miss~uri; 

Leonard D. wa~ ll1 Shelby s .command dunng the last two years of the war, 

and IS now a resident of Manon County; Amanda is the wife of James Bil

li~f,:"s, of Fulton County; Lafayette resides in Franklin County, Ill.; Ellen is the 

Wife of J ohn Young, of Sharp County, Ark.; Margaret died in Marion County 

the wife of William Magness, and Eliza, who died in childhood. John C. Re~ 

was reared on a farm from the time he was nine years old, in the mountains 

of Marion Coun.ty, Ark., receiving no schooling of any consequence until 

after he. had attained the age of seventeen years, when he attended school for 

about l11ne months, and paid his own tuition. He then learned the carpenter's 

trade and followed this .occupation as a means of .livelihood until the opening 

of the war, when he enhsted 111 Confederate service (111 June, 1861), Joining 

Capt. ]. R. Dowd's company, Col. Dockery's regiment of Arkansas Infantry, 

and was in the engagement of Wilson's Creek, where he was severely wounded 

in the jaw, and received honorable discharge from the service. He at once 

returned home, but at the end of six months had sufficiently recovered to 

again enter the service, this time becoming a member of Company A, Twenty

seventh Arkansas Infantry as lieutenant, and after about one and a half years 

was promoted to captain, in which capacity he served with ability for one year. 

At this time the regiment was nearly exhausted, most of its men having been 

killed or wounded. It was then consolidated with another regiment and he 

was made recruiting officer and general scout. He operated in Missouri, 

Arkansas and Louisiana, and participated in many skirmishes, the most note

worthy of which was Milliken's Bend. During the latter part of his service as a 

scout he was in much danger, but discharged his duties faithfully and bravely. 

He surrendered at Jacksonport, Ark., in April, J865, and for four years thereafter 

remained in Jackson County, working at his trade. He then came to Marion 

County, and was here married, January 16, J870, to Catherine P., the daughter 

of James and Elizabeth Mitchell, natives of Tennessee, from which region they 

came to Marion County, Ark., where they eventually died on the farm which 

they had purchased and improved. Mrs. Rea was born in Tennessee, and died 

in lRRz, having become the mother of the following children: Orner P.; Robert 

1..; Hattie E.; Lelar, a child that died in infancy; Lula, who died in infancy; 

Gussie, who also died in infancy, and Garland, a twin to Gustavus. October 3, 

IRR6, Capt. Rcalead to the altar Miss Susan E. Cantrell, a daughter of Thomas 

F. and Martha Cantrell, natives of Tennessee, but who early became residents 

of Madison County, Ark. Mr. Cantrell died in Jefferson County, Ark., a Con

federate soldier, but Mrs. Cantrell is still living, and resides in Marion County. 

Mrs. Rea was born in Madison County, Ark. Capt. Rea has been a resident 

of Marion County, Ark., since 1869, and in his farming operation~ ha~ been 

quite successfuL He is now the owner of 330 acres, a part of. wluch IS. fine 

river bottom land of which he has become the owner through hiS own unaided 

efforts since the c'lose of the war. He has always been an active worker for 

the Democratic party, and his first presidential vote was cast for john C. Breck

inridge, in 1860. He has held the office of justice of the peace for ten or 

twelve years, and has always been an earnest advocate of law an9 o.rder. He 

is an advocate of free schools, churches and the general upbUlldlllg of the 

country. For ten years after he came to the county th~re was not what would 

now be called a third-rate school in the county, but tlus has all been changed. 

Socially he is a member of the A. F. & A. 11'1., Jacksonport Lodge, No. 191, 

and in his religious views is a Methodist, while h,is w!f~ is a member o~ ~he 

Missionary Baptist Church. Mr. Rea is a pubhc-spmted and enterpnslllg 

citizen and has the universal respect of his fellows. 
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THOMAS NEWMAN (deceased). In the veins of this gentleman flowed 
sturdy English blood, for in Dorchester, Enf?"land, he first sa:-v the light of 
day. In his boyhood he was brought to thiS country by his father, John 
Newman, and with him settled in Philadelphia, Pa., where the latter followed 
the calling of a mechanic, and eventually died. Thomas Newman attained 
manhood in the East and then embarked in the battle of life as a railroad 
engineer, but in 1858 or '59 turned his attention to newspaper work in Kansas, 
and through its pages advo.cated the cause of Abolition. After a short time 
he moved to St. Louis, Mo., where he became a job printer, but during the 
war he joined the Missouri State Militia, and was in active service in the 
State. He was lieutenant of his company and was in a number of thf! en
gagements of the Price raid. In 1869 he came to Boone County, Ark., and 
established the first paper in this part of the country, which took the name of 
the Boone COUllty Adz1ocate, and which was published with success up to 1876, 
when The Times took its place. Although he was a strong Abolitionist and 
Union man, he was a man of Democratic principles and became the first 
mayor of Harrison. He was a man of jovial and generous disposition, was 
finely educated, his friends were legion and he was active and pushing in 
everything to which he gave his attention. He was the first vice-president of 
the Arkansas State Newspaper Association, and in his branch of human en
deavor he did much to mold public thought and to cultivate the taste of the 
public for the best class of reading matter. He was married in Philadelphia, 
Pa., to Miss Elizabeth Carr, who was born in Ireland, a daughter of John Carr, 
with whom she came to the United States, and she survives her husband, who 
died in 1884, and makes her home with her son, John R., in Harrison. She is 
a lady of many accomplishments, is kind, charitable and liberal, and is a leader 
in the social circles of the county. Thomas Newman was quite a pedestrian 
in his young days and often walked from Harrison to Little Rock, and came 
to this place on foot from Springfield. While he was in the newspaper work 
in Kansas the publication of his paper came to a speedy termination, for the 
party that he was opposing threw his machinery and type into the Missouri 
River. In newspaper work he was far ahead of his time and country, but he 
left the indelible impress of his work in this section, and his memory will long 
be treasured. John R. Newman, his only child, was born in St. Louis, October 
19, 1859, and was educated in the public schools of that city. I-laving a 
decided talent and taste for music, he entered and graduated from the Cincin
nati Conservatory of Music, making a specialty of band and orchestra music, 
with the purpose of becoming a teacher. He left the conservatory in 1877 
and was engaged in teaching up to 1879, but in the meantime, in 1878, had 
taken charge of TIlL' Times, and since that time has had its management. He 
has had about eighteen years' experience in this work, is a worthy disciple of 
his father and thoroughly understands every detail of the business, having 
learned the trade of a printer in St. Louis. TIll! TilJu's is an eight-column folio, 
its circulation extends over about four counties, and it is a welcome visitor in 
many homes. Mr. Newman is chairman of the Democratic committee, has 
always been a stanch Democrat, but has never aspired to public office_ 
Socially he is a member of the A. F. & A. M., the I. O. O. F., the K. of P., and 
the 1. O. G. T., and has been presiding officer of all these lodges in Harrison. 
He is a member of the Grand Lodge of the I. O. O. F. of Arkansas. In 1890 
he was president of the Arkansas Press Association, a member of the execu
tive committee of the National Press Association, and has attended a number 
of the meetings. He is the owner of the building in which his paper is pub
lished, owns his residence, is a stockholder in the Boone County Bank, and is 
to some extent engaged in the real estate business. He is a shrewd and prac-
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tical man of affairs, is public spirited to a degree and has at all times endeav
ored to advance and promote the interests of his section. He was married in 
1882 to Mary M. Murphy, who was born in Boone County, and they have four 
children: Mabel, Thomas, Earl and Harry. 

DR. JOB)! S. STEPHEI'>SON. The value to any community of a professional 
man is not marked merely by his learning and skill, his proficiency in medical 
and surgical practice, but also by his character, both private and professional, 
his honorable adherence to medical e~hics, and .his personal integrity and 
benevolence of purpose. When a physlClan comblnes these characteristics it 
is with pleasure that we record his life-work, and such a man do we find in Dr. 
john S. Stephenson. He owes his nativity to Polk County, Tenn., where he 
was born in 1839. His parents· were Dr. Andrew R. and Anna (\Vatson) 
Stephenson, born in North Carolina in J7g7,and South Carolina in 1799 respect
ively. They were early settlers of East Tennessee, and in january, 1852, 
landed in Searcy County, Ark., the journey thither being made with ox teams 
and horse teams, occupying nearly four months. They were among the pio
neers of \Viley's Cove, and there improved a good farm, and spent the rest of 
their lives, the father's death occurring in January, 1864, and the mother's in 
1868. They were members of the Missionary Baptist Church for many years, 
and the father was long a \'ery successful practicing physician of his section 
of the county. He was a stanch Union man during the great Civil \Var, but 
took no active part in the struggle. His father, Joseph Stephenson, was born 
in Ireland, but came to this country about the time of the Revolutionary 
'vVar, and located first in North Carolina and then in ;\Ionroe Count)" Tenn., 
where he followed farming and teaching; hc died in IS53, when quite advanced 
in years. His wife's death occurred in Monroe County, Tenn., several years 
before his own; both were earnest members of the Baptist Church at the time 
of their death. Dr. John S. Stephenson \\'as the youngcst child born to his 
parents, the other members being: joseph, who was not a soldier in the 
Federal Army, was killed by bushwhackers in Searcy County, during the war; 
William, who died in 1893, in California; James \Vilson, who was a soldier in 
the Third Arkansas Cavalry, United States l\rmy, for eighteen months 
during the war, is now a successful farmer of Wilcy's Cove; Alex. Clark was 
also a soldier in the Third Arkansas Cavalry, and died in Searcy County in 
ISR4; and Mary, widow of Berry l\Iatthis, rl:sides on tllc olel home farm at 
Wiley's Cove. From the time hc was thirteen ycars old until he reached man
hood, Dr. John S. Stephenson sJlent his time on a farm, and as the schools of 
that day were very poor the most of his literary education was obtained at 
home, under the instruction of his mother. Soon after he had learned to read, 
he began the perusal of such mcdical books as he could obtain in his father's 
library, and under the latter's able instruction. His first pnctice was clone in 
the army in Company I, Third Arkansas Cavalry, which he joined in January, 
1863, as a private. His command operated mostly on the j\rkans~,s River 
against the guerrillas, and he served until the war closed, receiving his dis
charge at Louisburg, Ark., January 30, 1865. He acted as duty sergeant for 
about eighteen months, and during his entire service was neither wounded nor 
takcn prisoner. After the war hc practiced at Marshall, Ark., until about 1885, 
then two years at \Vcstern Grove, and since that time has been very success
fully engaged in the practice of his profession at St. Joe. H.e is o~le of the 
oldest medical practitioners of Searcy County, and was at one tmlc Secretary 
of the Searcy County Medical Society. From 1865 until 1867 he was county and 
circuit clerk, anel in 187~ was choscn as a fitting man to represent the county 
in the State Legislature, and \\'hile discharging the duties of this responsible 
position, showed himself to be able, faithful and incorruptible. Iiis conduct 
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in every way pleased his Republican constituents. He was reared a Democrat 
and voted for Douglas in 1860, but since tht: war has given his support at all 
times to the Republican party. Socially he is a member of the A. F. & A. 
M., St. Joe Lodge No. 317, was worthy master of his lodge for four years, and 
was its representative to the Grand Lodge in 1890 and 1892. The Doctor was 
married July 11,1858, to ll]ary, daughter of Benjamin and Jane Potter, who 
came from Tennessee to Searcy County, Ark., in 1850. Mrs. Potter died here 
during the war, after which Mr. Potter unfortunately became demented, disap
peared, and is supposed to be dead. Mrs. Stephenson was born in Perry 
County, Tenn., and by the Doctor has become the mother of five children: 
Alex. c.; Martha, wife of A. J. King; Julius L.; Brunetta and Naomi A. The 
Doctor and Mrs. Stephenson have long been worthy members of the Christian 
Church. 

JAMES C. HARMON. It is the men of broad and comprehensive views 
who give life to communities-men who have foresight and energy, pluck and 
push to forward their enterprises aud still retain an untarnished reputation 
through it all. Such a man is James C. Hannon, who is one of the leading 
citizens of Cleburne County, Ark. He was born in Monroe County, Tenn" in 
1846, and is a son of Peter and Caroline (Kirkbnd) Harmon, natives also 
of that county, their marriage taking place ncar Madison. From their native 
State they removed to Arkansas, in 1849, and located in Independence County, 
but from there moved to Van Buren County in 1856, where the mother passed 
from life. In 1863 the father was taken prisoner by the Feckrals and died at 
Little Rock, having been a member of an Arkansas regiment. lIe was a suc
cessful tiller of the soil, and a man of good habits and principles, and had al ways 
given his support to the Democrat party. His wife was a Methodist. They 
reared a family of eight children, of whom the subject of this sketch was the 
second in order of birth. James C. Harmon was educated at the public schools 
of Independence County,and was brought up to a knowledgl: of farming, In the 
early part of the Civil \Var he joined lVlcRae's regiment, with which he served 
for some time, but was taken a prisoner by the Fecil:rals and taken to Little 
Rock, and thence to Rock Island, Ill., and was held until til(; close of thl: war. 
\Vhen the war was over he found himself in very straitened circumstances, 
but he at once began tilling the soil on rented land, dght miles west of Bates
ville, in Independence County, where he continued to make his home until 
1880. Since that time he has resided in what is now Cleburne County, where 
he energetically tilled rented land for some time, and then bought a tract of 
river bottom land, comprising 160 acres of hill land and 60 acres of fine 
ri\'er bottom land. lIe has been successful, and is now in good circumstances, 
although it has been at the expense of much hard labor and thought. He opl:ned 
a grist and saw mill and cotton gin thrl:l: years ago, and has since conducted 
this in a very satisfactory manner financially. He is one of tlw substantial 
men of the county, is public spirited and enterprising, and has ever been an 
active Democrat. He was married in 1868 to Adaline Lancaster, who was 
born in Arkansas and died in 1870. In 1874 he took for his second wife 
l\Iinerva \Nright, by whom he has onp. son and four daughters, all at home. 
!\Ir. Harmon is a l\Iason and a member of Scarlet Lodge No. 283, in which he 
has held the office of senior warden. 

JACOB y(JCU~1. Stone County has been fortunate in being developed by 
mcn who are not only ambitious but broad-minded and far-seeing. Many 
portions of it are as attractive as though laid out by a landscape gardener and 
reminds one of the beautiful Champs d'Elysec of which Paris is so proud. In 
all the county there is no more diversity of scenery th,ln in \Vashington town
ship, and that portion of it in which our subject lives. J acob Yocum is a native 
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of this county, or what is now Stone County, born in 1837, and is a son of Levi 

and Mary (Patterson) Yocum, who were among the first settlers of what is 

now Stone County. Both died in this county, the father about 1852 and the 

mother three years later. They were worthy and earnest members of the 

Methodist Church .. ~he grandfather, James Yocum (the name was formerly 

spelled Yoachum), It IS thought was a German, and was one of the first white 

men to!l.lake a home in w!lat is now Stone Coun.ty, this being at the mouth of 

J,lmes klver. Yoachum Creek was named for 111m and the name of Yoachum 

is a household word to every old settler and their descendents in this region of 

country. Gra.ndfather Patterson was also a very early settler of this county 

and passed hIS last days on James River. The eight children born to the 

parents of our subject were named as follows: Elizabeth, who married J. M. 

Pollen, returned to our subject's home after the death of her husband, residing 

there eight years, then went to her farm in Lawrence Countv and married E. 

Jell~t, she died th7re in 1863; Jac,ob, subject; Sarah, wife 'of George Moore 

of 1cxas; Ruby, WIfe of Andrew SmIth of Lawrence County; Nancy J., wife 

of lircene Lemaster of Lawronce County; Mary married a man named Wheeler; 

Robert died whe.n about t.hirteen years of age, and Still died at the age of two 

years. Uur subject receIved no schooling in his youth and was only about 

fomteen or fifteen years of age when his father died. After the death of the 

mother the support of the younger children devolved on him for'a number of 

years and this prevented him from making a start for himself. Soon after 

reaching manhood the war broke out, and, filled with a patriotic desire to fight 

for the old Hag, he enlisted in 1861 in Company I, Twenty-fourth Missouri 

J nfantry, with which he served as a private for five years, fighting in Tennessee, 

Missouri, Alabama, Louisiana, etc. He was in the first Nashville fight, the 

Red River expedition, and in many other prominent engagements. After the 

war closed he was stationed in the fort near Mobile, until 1866, when he was 

discharged. He was never captured or wounded and was a faithful soldier. 

In the month of August, 1866, he m,lrried Miss Christina Wooley, a native of 

what is now Stone County, and the daughter of William and Catherine \\'ooley 

who were early settlers of that county. There the father died, but the mother 

is still living. As the years passed by children gathered around the fireside 

of om subject and were named as follows: 'William Levi; Mary; Catherine, 

wife of Jasper Blunk of Stone County; Maggie; Mattie; Thomas; Minnie E.; 

L,U1ra; and Homer, who is deceased. Mr. Yocum lived for three years in Chris

tian Coullty and since then on his present farm of eighty acres, about two and a 

half miles northeast of Galena on James River. At that time there were but 

about twenty-three acres cleared, and he now has it nearly all cleared and in a 

fine stat\: of cultivation. In politics he is a stanch Democrat, and in religion 

he and wife are members of the Christian Church, as well as his children, l\lary, 

Cattie, l\1<tggie alltl Mattie. . 

S. \V. BOSWELL, vice-president of Taney County Bank, and general b,usl

ness mall of Forsyth, Mo., was born in that city, October 15, 1860. He IS a 

son of Levi and Louisa (Wilks) Boswell, both natives of Missouri, the father 

being horn in Tancy County. Levi B?swell, Sr., grandfather of ~ur subject, 

was born in Tennessee, and came to thIS State at an early day, takll1!5 up lan~ 

on Swan Crl!ck, about sixteen miles from Forsyth. There he reSIded until 

Ill61, when, on account of his political views he was obliged to remove to 

Greene County, Mo., where he remained during the war. He located near 

Springfield, and there made his home until 1866. .Previous to the war he held 

the office of sheriff of Taney County, and, returnIng ~o that countyaft,er the 

war, he was el<~ctecl county treasurer ~y the RepublIcan. party:, of whIch. he 

was an ardent adherent, having prevIOusly been a Wll1g. 1<or some tune 
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before the war he was in business at Forsyth, but farming was his principal 
occupation in life, and he accumulated a fair share of this world's goods. He 
was twice married, and by his second marriage, which resulted in the birth of 
two children, the father of our subject was born, he being the elder. Mr. Bos
well was a soldier in the War of 1812. During the latter part of his life he 
moved to Forsyth, where his death occurred in 1872, when eighty-four years 
of aue. The father of our subject was born about a year after his parents 
cam~ to Taney County, and here he grew to manhood, receiving most of his 
education by the home fireside. He began teaching penmanship in Greene 
and Polk Counties, and then followed the carpenter's and painter's trades until 
the breaking out of the war, when he enlisted in the State Militia and served 
some time, making his home in Greene and Polk Counties during the war. In 
1867 he came to Taney County, locating on a farm on Swan Creek, near 
Taney City. A year later he moved to Forsyth, where he entered the treas
urer's office under his father, and acted as deputy. Later he was elected to 
the office of treasurer and reelected, serving four years. He also held the 
office of deputy circuit and county clerk at one time, and, like his father, was 
a warm supporter of Republican principles. Although he never accumulated 
much wealth, on account of his great liberality, he was comfortably fixed, and 
was well and favorably known all over Southwest Missouri. His wife was a 
daughter of a pioneer, Jack \Vilks, who settled in Missouri at an early day. 
Mrs. Boswell died during the war. She was tl;e n;other of two children, 
Mary F., wife of T. J. Vanzandt of Forsyth, and S. \V., our subject. Mr. Bos
well was married three times, his second union being with a Miss Tirey. His 
third marriage was with Miss Anna E. McKinney, who bore him eight chil
dren: R. G., C. L., L. A., L., Ella, Minnie, Harrison and Boone. Our subject 
received his education in tne public schools of Forsyth, and until twenty-three 
years of age followed agricultural pursuits. After this he was interested in 
the mill at Forsyth and in 1884, became connected with the distillery busi
ness with Calvin Parrish, R. S. Branson and William Peck. The still is mak
ing about 3,000 gallons a year, and these men are doing a paying business. 
Our subject is also connected with the firm of Parrish, Boswell & Co., and 
assisted in establishing their house in 1887. He is a stockholder and the vice
president of Taney County Bank. In the year 1886 he was elected to the 
office of county treasurer by the Republican party, and held the office until 
1890. Like his father and grandfather, he supports the platform of the Repub
lican party and has always been one of the leaders of the same in his county. 
He is a member of the Masonic Lodge at Forsyth, No. 453, and his father was 
the first Mason admitted to that lodge. He has held the office of worshipful 
master and junior and senior warden of his lodge. 1,\,lr. Boswell takes a deep 
intereset in worthy enterprises, and is a member of the school board at the 
present time. He owns a farm adjoining the city, also t~wn property,. and is 
a self-made man, having made all his property without assistance. Miss Etta 
Frazier, who became his wife in 1885, was born in Georgia, and is a daughter 
of James Frazier, who at one time resided in Taney County, but moved to 
Texas, where he died a number of years ago. Four children were born to our 
subject and wife; the eldest died in infancy; the second, Benjamin Lee, died 
when eighteen months old, and Virgie and Bulah, who are living. 

REV. \VII.LIA~! J. FULTON. The career of this gentleman is one well 
worthy the respect of all, for he has for many years labored faithfully for the 
good of others, and on many occasions has cast aside personal considerations 
in order to do this. He was born in Robertson County, Tenn" November 26, 
1840, and was there reared and educated. His parents, William and Elizabeth 
(Chapman) Fulton, were also born in that Stat.e, the birth of the former occur-
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ing in IS09. He was a. S~)l1 of Ira Fulton, who was one of the very early pio
neers of the State. WIlham Fulton followed farming in Tennessee, until IS51, 
when he moved to Greene County, Mo., and located on a farm where he lived 
until his death, which occurred October I, 1891. He was a successful farmer 
and stockraiser, and in politics was a Republican. His wife died in ISSoat the 
age of sixty-five years, after having become the mother of eight children, four 
of whom are living: William]. Fulton; Rebecca A., who was first the wife of 
John Morrisett, and after his death the wife of David Cinnamon, of \Vebster 
County; Christopher c., who owns a good farm nine miles southeast of 
Springfield, Mo.; Benjamin A., resides on the old homestead, is a man of fam
ily and a farmer by occupation; Mary; Amanda, and two infants deceased. 
The mother of these children was a worthy member of the ]\Iethodist Episco
pal Church. The subject of this sketch has resided in l\Iissouri since he was 
eleven years of age and obtained his education in this State and Tennessee. 
After starting out in life for himself he followed school teaching fur six years 
in Greene, Christian and Douglas Counties, and was then called to the minis
try and connected himself with the General Baptist Church. He has been 
engaged in his ministerial duties for the past fifteen years, and is lo.cated 
near Rome, Douglas County, Mo., and attends the church near Arno, but 
preaches at other points. He has done noble service for the Master, and has 
increased the membership of his church very greatly. He resides on a farm about 
twelve miles from Ava, comprising 160 acres, and is one of the successful and 
p'rosperous farmers of the county. In 1861 he enlisted in the Home Guards, but 
in 1862 became a mem bel' of the Eighth Missouri Ca valry. with which he served 
until July 20,1865, as first corporal of Company E. He was at the battles of 
Prairie Grove, Brownsville, Little Rock and Duvall's Bluff, but owing to sick
ness, did not serve regularly. He is a stanch Republican in politics, a mem
ber of the G. A. R., and belongs to Freeport Post No. 307. He has always 
been active in politics, is prominent in the affairs of the county, and is a mem
ber of A va Lodge No. 26 of the A. F. & A. lVI., and 1. O. O. F., Douglas 
Lodge NO.3 19. He was married in Christian County to Miss Sarah J. Stubbs, 
a daughter of Robert and Ametta (Friend) Stubbs, both of whom are 
deceased. Mrs. Fulton was bom in Christian County, Mo., in 1845, and she 
and her husband have nine children: \Villiam R., is a man of family and a 
farmer of this county; Leota; Aaron N., is a man of family and resides in 
Greene County, Mo.; Sarah E.; Amanda A.; Isham c., died at thlil age of 
three years; Della L.; Benjamin H. and Marvela. Mr. Fulton is a public
spirited gentleman, and is a useful, law-abiding citizen. 

DR. GEORGE W. THOMPSON. Dr. George 'vV. Thompson is a successful fol
lower of "Esculapius at Cave Creek, Ark., and through abilityand well merited 
success has built up a practice that is eminently satisfactory. He is a product 
of Caldwell Couilty, Ky., born in IS36, and the son of William R. Thompson 
who was born in Claiborne County, Tenn., in 1807. The father was liberally 
educated in his native State and was there married to lVIiss Elizabeth'Vells, 
also of Tennessee, and a lady of more than ordinary intelligence. She was 
born in Knox County in 1809. About 1834 the parents removed to Caldwell 
County, Ky., and in IS54 came by wagon to Monroe County, Ark., but after 
remaining there a short time removed to Lawrence County, where :\11'. 
Thompson died in 1855. Four years later the mother received her final sum
mons and both are interred in that county. She was a worthy member of 
the Baptist Church. Mr. Thompson followed the occupation of a blacksmith 
and wagonmaker and was an industrious, hardworking citizen. Our subject's 
grandfather, Ephraim Thompson, was probably born in the highlands of Scot
land, and when but a boy came to America, locating in east Tennessee. He 
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was a soldier in the 'War of IElI:?, anc! an officer. llis death occurred in Mobile 
Ala., and his wife passed away in Knox County, Tenn. James Vv'ells, th~ 
maternal grandfather, died in Knox County, Tenn. lIe was of (~crll1an origin 
and was a farmer and overseer. Of the tlm·teen children born to hiS p,lrents our 
subject was fourth in order of birth. The others were named as follows: 
Louisa, who was the wife of Atmond Knighten, died in Fulton County, Ark.; 
Lucinda, who was married to \Nilliam Norris, died in Sharp County; Minerva 
Jane, deceased, was the wife of John Norris; Catherine, deceased, was the 
wife of William Johnson; IVTal-g-aret, deceased, \\'as the wife of James Boyd; 
'William, a single man, died at Petersburg during the war in which he served 
as a Confecleratt: soldier; Ang'eline, singk, died in Lawrence County; Mahala, 
single, (lil,d in Fulton County; the next two died ulIn,lI11cd :.J'.l111eS (~Iied young 
and Nora died young. Our subject IS tIll.' only olle now irving 01 the above 
mentioned children. II e was reared to farm work and also assisted his father 
in the shup, in the meantime receiving' a fair education. \Vhcn about eighteen 
years of age he determined to fathom the theory and practice of medicine 
and succeeded. He first began studying' with Dr. James Parker, in Lawrence 
Count)', practiced somc, and in 1:-:5:-:C; attended Louisville 1\1edic;t1 College. 
After that, for two years, he practiced in Lawrence COllnt}', and in June, 11\01, 
enlisted in Company D, S\.:venth j\ rkansas I nfantry, State troops, serving for 
a fe\\' months. There was then a call for Confederate troo!,s for three years, 
and he enlisted in the Tenth Missouri 1.ig·ht J\rtikrr as assi.,tant surgeon and 
served twelve IlIonths in Tennessee, Kentucky and 1\1 issouri. I{et uming homc 
on a furlong' he was oilligcd to remain there, for the Federal., had taken 
possession uf the river. l.ater he enlisted in the Second Arkansas Cavalry as 
assistant surgeon and operated in Arkansas and lVI issouri until the close. He 
was on Gen. I'ricc's raid in Missouri and Kansas, and lIas captured in Prairie 
County, Ark., just before the surn:nder. I Ie was held tom clays and then 
released 011 account of his hcing a surgeon, WilS sellt tu l.ittle Rock with city 
limits, where he remained until the tinal surrender. FoII\l\\'ing the war he 
locat,:d in Fulton COtlllty, for fuur years, and ilftcrward spl'nt the sanw length 
of time at Calicu Rock, after which Ill: located in Baxter C()lInty, where he 
remainecl six years. From tbl:re he rVlllo\'cd t() HUOlIl: C,,"nty ancl four years 
later came to Newton COllnty, where he resided IIcar 1\1ollnt I lersc)' for sOllie 
time. From there he nlO\'ct! to Cave Creek and is (Jlle of t he oldest and most 
prominent physicians in this section, havillg' practiced for abollt thirty-five 
years. He has also been cngag'ed in the drug' and g'j',wcry business nearly all 
the time and at present is c;trryingon that bllsiness at Cave Creek. In the year 
1~65 ht.: was married ill Lall'rL,nCe COllnty to Miss 1\1ary E. (;oforth, a native of 
Giles County, Tenn., and the daugliter of I fazel and Sal'n:c Caroline (;oforth, 
who moved from Tennessce to LawrencL' County abol1t 1 K50 and died there 
after the war. Tn Dr. and Mrs. Thompson hal": been 110m eight children: 
Samuel II., died in infancy; James C, died when two years of age: Minerva 
Jane, died when fourteen years of age; IVTarclls B.: Ada Ann, wife of J. M. May; 
C. \V.; \Villiam R., dice.! when six years of age; and Ida Belk, died in in
fancy. In politics the: Doctor has cvn been a De!llucr:tt, and hi~ first presi
dential vote was cast for J. Buchanan in 1:-:56. lie 'lIld wife have been mem
bers of the Christian Church for a numher of years, and he is it Royal Arch 
Mason, a member of E\'ening Shade Lodge No. 143, and Chaptcr at Batesville 
No. 10. 

JOHN MURPHY. This prominent farmt:r and stock raiser of IIarrison 
township, Boonc Coullty, Ark., was born in Milkr County, 1\10., January 7, 
IK3:-:, and probably inherits much of his push and energy from his Irish ances
tors, his great-grandfather Murphy having been it native of the Emerald Isle. 
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The latter came to Amer~ca after the Revolutionary War and settled in the 
Palmetto State, where llls last days were spent. His wife was a native of 
Wales. His SOil, John Murphy, grandfather of subject, was born in South 
Carolina, but at an early date settled ncar Murfresboro, Tenn., where he died 
when his son, John J. Murphy, father of subject, was but a small boy. The 
latter was bam ncar Murfresboro, Tenn., In lSI I, and was married in that 
State to Miss l'erlinta Davis, a nativ,: of Tennessee, born in 1813- About IS37 
this worthy couple removed. to ~Iller County, M~., where they resided one 
year, and then came to MadIson County, Ark. StIll later they removed to 
Newton C~llll1ty, Ark., a!1U from thc:e t:> Boone County in 1875, where Mr. 
Murphy dIed the follOWIng year. HIs WIfe passed away in 1877. They were 
Methodists for many years. I\1r. Murphy was a successful farmer and stock 
dealer. owning ma~y. horses and mules, and was a public-spirited and enter
prising citir.en. PolItIcally he was a Democrat until the war, but after that 
he affiliated with the Rep.ublical1 party. Our subject's maternal grandfather 
Davis was probably a natIve Tennessean, but was of English oriain. He was 
a farmer by occupation and died in Illinois. Our subject's brothers and 
sisters were named as follows: Isaac N.; Phu!be; James; V. W., who served 
in the United States Army, first sergeant in Company C, First Arkansas Regi
ment. He was a brave and gallant soldier, and has since been sheriff of 
Newton County and postmastl!r at Harrison, Ark.; Samuel; Alex.; Marion; 
Addison, dl!eeased; Sarah; Matilda, deceased; Rebecca, single. and Nancy. 
John Murphy, the third in order of birth of the above mentioned children, 
passl!d most 0 f his youthful days in assisting his father on the farm, and as a con
sequencl! rl!ceived but limitl!d educational advantages. On November 14, 
1858, he was married in Nl!wton County, Ark., to Miss Elizabeth J. Penn, a 
a native of Nl!wton County, Ark., and the daughter of John and Rosy Penn, 
who came from Kentucky to Arkansas many years ago. Both are still living. 
They had one son in the Federal Army, and is now residing in Oklahoma. Mr. 
and Mrs. Murphy's uniun was blessed by the birth uf nine children: Sarah, 
died young; James R., dil!d of smallpox during the war; Mary lVI., married 
John R. Newman; l\Iartha Ann, wifl! of Joseph Thorn of Garfield, Washing
ton; Ida, dil!d whell foUl" years of age; Louisa; Rosa; William c.; and 
George A!l!xantler. Like nearly all his brothers, John served in the Civil 
War. He l!llIistetl FdmIary 1.3, IX63, in Company C, First Arkansas Infantry, 
but was soon tmnsferred tu Company E, and operated ill the Trans-Mississippi 
Department, principally in Arkansas. He fought at Jenkins' Ferry, was in 
numerous skir1l1ishes, and received a w(Jllnd while recruiting in Newton 
COUllty, having just fOI'Illed a command of forty men, of which he was elected 
second lieutenant. As S(Jon as able Juhn Murphy went to Springfield, and 
soon reported ~() his cOlllmand at Ft. Smith. There he was office clerk until 
his discharge, August 10, 1865, after which he returned to his family then 
residing in ::'pringlidd, Mo. Later he removed to Osceola, St. Clair COUllty, 
Mo., and was l!ngaged in stock business until 1869, when he returned to Jasper, 
Newton County, Ark., nml followed merchandising until 1876. From there 
he movl!d to Boone County, where he farmed for two years, and on January 
3, IX79, he was appointed register of Land Office at Harrison, Ark., serving in 
that capacity un.til December, IXX5. Since then he has been residing on his 
excellent farm, three miles northwest of the town, where he has 490 acres, for 
which he paid $1 J ,000. Ill! has this well improved, and it is one of the best in 
the cDunty. lIe is l!xtensivcly engaged in the stock business, and for a num
ber of years was engagt!d in brel!ding fine horses. While.in busin~s~ in Jasp~r 
he was postmastl!r there fo!" a l1u!1:ber of Yl!nrs, anc! sl11ce l:t:sldmg .111.tI115 
county he has hcId other local posItIons. Although Ius schoolmg was hmlted, 
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Mr. Murphy has been a student all his life, and is a man?f more than ordinary 
ability and intellicrence. He is a member uf the A. I'. & A. M., 11arn50n 
Lodge No. 43, a~d has filled all the chairs. He. is also a member uf Phil. 
Carney Post, G. A. R., at Harrisun. He is a RepublIcan. and ar~ active worker 
for his party. His first presidential vote was cast for Lincoln 111. I ~64· . 

Ly:\:\ ADA~ls. Among the progressive and successful agncu.ltunsts of 
Marion County, Ark., the name of Lynn Adams is well worthy o.f mention. 
He was born in Hopkins County, Ky., October 31, 183 1, to George and 
Mariah (Lynn) Adams, the former of whom was also a Kentuckian an? a son 
of James Adams, who came to Manon County at an early day and llved on 
'White River near the mouth of Big North Fork vf White River, making his 
home there until his death, which occurred about IS55. He followed farming 
and reared a large family of children, of whom George Adams was the eldest. 
This family are descendants of John Quincy Adams. George Adams was mar
ried in Kentucky. in 1835 came to Arkansas and until 1846 resided on a farm 
on White River, wilen he located on a farm five miles south of Yellville on 
which he died in ISS4. He was an intelligent man, accumulated some means 
and for some time held the offices of constable and county treasurer. He 
was a member at the Methodist Episcopal Church South. ]'vTrs. Adams was a 
Kentuckian by birth and a daughter of Pitts Lynn. She died jl,1 1883, having 
become the mother of four sons and six daughters: Lynn, I hena C., Isaac 
D., Angeline, Hannah, Phcebe, James "V., George, Mariah and Mary. The 
journey from Kentucky to Arkansas was made by wagon, and here the chil
dren were reared to a knowledge of farming on their lather's estate, which is 
now in possession of the subject of this sketch and comprises about 400 acres 
of exceptionally valuable land, situated about fi'·'e miles south of Yell ville. Isaac 
D. was one of the first to volunteer for the Confederate service from Marion 
County, was with Price on his raid through Missouri, was a participant in many 
battks and was killed while in the service, Lynn Adams received but limited 
educational advantages in his youth, owing to the scarcity of schools at that 
time and also to the fact that his services were needed on the farm. In [8so 
he was married to Miss Susan Swafford, a daughter of John II. and Edie (Prewitt) 
S"'afford, both of whom were natives of the Old North State and came to Marion 
County, .\rk., in December, 1849, locating five miles south of Yellville. The 
father died in 1876 or'7 and the muther in 1875, in Texas, both being members 
of the :\Iissionary Baptist Church. Mr. Swafford held the offlce of justice of 
the peace and was one of the early county judges. He was a thrifty farmer, 
a public-spirited man and reared a family of four sons ant! seven daughters: 
Susan, Jonas. Sarah M., Nancy D., Gaston W., Edie L., John F., Mary E., 
Thumas c., Easta F and Texa A. Jonas and Gaston were Confederate 
soldiers. After residing on a farm in the vicinity of Yellville until [S63, Mr. 
i\dams moved to I11issouri and resided in Greene County until the close 
of the wal', when he returned to Arkansas and located on the old j\c1ams 
h<JIlH.:stead, where he has since been successfully engaged in farming and 
st<Jckraising. In his youth Mr. Adams was very fond.of hunting and has 
killed many bears, deer, wild turkeys, etc., and is Rtill fond of that sport. 
\\'hen he first came to this section the Indians had not yet been moved 
westward, and he came to understand their ways quite well. He has traveled 
over the C(JlInty from one end to the other, and in early times wore moccasins. 
Jly his wife, who was born May 20, 1036, he became the father of thirteen 
children: Sarah A., who died Y(Jung; Louisa E., who is the widow of Rev. 
~je"rgc \Vade; Serena j., who died '.tt the age of eighteen years; John Q., who 
IS a f;lrmer and the present county Judge of Marion County; Edic 1'., who is 
the wife of John l'enningtoll; (jeorge D., who is a farmer of this county; 
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J~seph G. is a physician a!ld lives in the Indian Territory; Victoria 1. is the 
wIfe of T. F. Burton of thiS county; Adolphus L. died young; Robert L. also 
died young; Frances E.; Watson P.; and Laura S., wife of J. F. Gilley, of Texas. 
Mr. and Mrs. Adams have eighteen grandchildren. They are worthy church 
members .and Mr .. Adams. ha~ always supported Democratic principles. He 
took up hIS home m YellVille m the fall of 1893 and is a member of Yellville 
Lodge of the A. F. & A. M. The Swaffords were of German descent and 
VYilliam Sw.afford, the grandfather of Mrs. Adams, was a North Carolinian by 
bIrth, but hiS father came from the old country. The Prewitts came from 
France and the materna~ grandfather of Mrs. Adams was Spencer Prewitt, 
whose father came to thiS country and took part in the Revolutionary War. 

JOHN W. IRVINE. The business of the merchant is not only one that may 
be the road to success, but, what is better, in this country, certainly, it is one 
of the most honorable of avocations and those engaged in it are, as a class, 
composed of the very ablest and brightest of the land. It is the way to social 
distinction, to wealth and to fame, if one wishes the latter. In the list of 
worthy and honorable business men of Cleburne County, Ark., the subject of 
this sketch appears as one of the brightest and most successful, and is in every 
way entitled to the confidence and esteem of his fellow citizens. He was born 
five miles east of Heber, Ark., in 1865, to Dr. William and Keziah (Magness) 
Irvine, the former of whom was born in Kentucky and graduated from the 
Louisville and New Orleans Medical Colleges. When still a young man he 
came to Arkansas and began practicing his profession in Van Buren County, 
afterward went to Independence County, and during the great Civil War was 
a surgeon in the Confederate service from the commencement until the close. 
He was a skillful physician, had an extensive practice and was highly honored 
as a citizen. Socially he was a Mason, politically a Democrat, and he had long 
been a member of the Methodist Church prior to his death, which occurred in 
I8SI, when he was forty-five years of age. The mother of the subject of this 
sketch died when he was a child and the Doctor afterward married Nancy 
Arnold, the widow of Clay Tunstall, and she is still living in Independence 
County. The Magness family is one of the oldest and wealthiest and most 
prominent in Arkansas, and the maternal grandfather of Mr. Irvine was John 
A. Magness, and Col. Morgan Magness was his uncle. John \V. Irvine has one 
sister who is deceased and he has a half-brother, C. E. Irvine, who is a resident 
of Heber. Owing to the death of his father, John W. Irvine had to commence 
the battle of life for himself at the age of fourteen years and his first work was 
as a clerk in a drug store at Newport, where he remained two years, the first 
year working for his board and clothes. He was then with Drs. Kennerly & 
Magness at Newark for a time, and upon leaving them he commenced business 
for himself in Oil Trough Bottoms. In a short time he lost all he had by fire, 
after which he came to Cleburne County and commenced farming and raising 
stock, giving particular attention to the .latter occupation which he iound both 
profitable and pleasing, for he has always been a great admirer oi fine stock of 
all kinds. He introduced some very fine stock in the way of horses, cattle, 
hogs and chickens, and continued farming for some time, then sold out and 
embarked in the general mercantile business at Sugar Loaf, where he has a fine 
stock of goods and an extended and paying trade. He has always been full 
of enterprise and push, has been wise enough to see and grasp at ~ll oppor
tunities that have presented themselves, and although he met With some 
reverses at the outset of his career, his energy has carried him through and he 
is now independent. He was malTied to the daughter of William and Jane 
(Gattin) Taylor of Van Buren County, and they have a comfortable, pleasant 
and hospitable home. 
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W. R. Jmms, Editor llfoll7ltain Edto. The subject of this sketch was born 
in Wayne County, Ill., December 1, IS61. His father and mother were born in 
Illinois; both his grandfathers were born in Kentucky, and his great-grand
father, Cadwaledar Jones, was born in South Carolina. .His ancestors took a 
prominent part in the Revolutionary War, one of them, Robert Anderson, 
being a chieftain along with Marion and SUI!1tel:. The. Jones family orig
inally carne from Wales. The Anderson famtly, mto which the grandfather 
of the subject of this sketch married, came from Ireland. The Staten family, 
into which the father of the subject of this sketch Illarri(~d, were of Scotch
Irish descent. The Statens settled in Kentucky, it is thuught ncar Crab 
Orchard, in an early day, and the great-grandmother of the subject of this sketch 
was murdered by the Indians while at a spring doing some washing·. The 
savages cut her all to pieces and hung the remains in a black jack bush. The 
grandfather of the subject of this sketch, Caclwaledar Jones, left Kentucky and 
went into Indiana in the year ISOS, and settled in what is now Gibson County. 
He was in the Indian War that came up in [S I I, and fired the first shot at the 
battle of Tippecanoe, he beiI1g one of the night sentinels. InI8I6 he removed 
to what is now Wayne County, Ill., and built the first cabin ever erected in that 
county. Here, the same year, John Jones, the father of the subject of this 
sketch, was born, he being the first white child born in that county. In 1835 
John Jones left Illinois and emigrated with the Andersons to Barry County, 
Mo. The next five years of his life were spent ill Southwest Missouri, North 
Arkansas and in the Indian Territory, he being most of the time in the employ 
ofa New York hunting company, who had quite ,l squad of lllen engaged in 
securing firs, pelts, etc. Of this squad Kit Carson was the leading spirit. At 
the age of twenty-four he returned to Illinois, where he married Miss Nancy 
Staten,who was also born in Wayne County at a very early date ill that county's 
history, so early that, after she WAS big enough to remember, there were plenty 
of Indians in the country. To John and Nancy Jones were born: Cadwaleder, 
Peter, Mary, John, Charles, James and \Nilliam, the last named being the 
youngest. The family lived a quiet and uneventful life in a log hOllse, 011 a 
small farm in Arrington Prairie, Wayne County, Ill. The father taught school, 
farmed and preached the gospel. He never had an enemy in life. Religiously 
he was a sincere believer in the Missionary Baptist faith. Politically he was 
a Democrat of the Jeffersonian school, and was bitterly opposed to the war 
of the Rebellion, he, with his brothers, children and relatives, being regarded 
as "copperheads" and Southern sympathizers. He died in I S89, and was bur
ied in the cemetery adjoining the Arrington Baptist Church, in the county. of 
his birth. His widow lives near Wayne City, Ill. Of the children Charles and 
James died while quite young; Mary, who had married L. E. Cates, died in 
1886; Cadwaledar lives at Elk Falls, Karl., and Peter and John live ncar Wayne 
City, Ill. The name Cadwaledar has been in this branch of the J ones family 
from time immemorial, the first male child in the family of the oldest son being 
named Cadwaleder. Cadwllledar originally signified a Welsh chieftain who 
was the oldest SOil of the family. William R. Jones, the subject of this sketch, 
passed his youth on a farm in his native country, and, his brothers leaving 
home when he was small, he was early put at hard farm work, only getting to 
attend school a few months in winter. After he reached his majority he deter
mined to get an education_ He attended a high school at Fairfield, Ill., and 
the Normal School at Valparaiso, Incl., in which institutions he fitted himself 
for teaching and the other duties of life. As a teacher he rapidly came to the 
front and was soon considered one of the best educators in his county. In 
1886, at the age of twenty-four, he received the Democratic nomination for 
superintendent of public instruction of Wayne County, an office with a four-
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year te-rm and worth about S.I,800 per year. After one of the hardest fought 
political battles ever had II1 that county, he and most of the ticket was 
defeated by the Republicans. In 1887 he came to Marion County, Ark., 
where he located permanently, and has ever since been working for the 
upbuilding and advancement of his adopted State. He is considered the 
hustler par excellence of North Arkansas. On reaching Marion County, he 
taught school two years, and then embarked in .the newspaper bllsiness as 
editor and proprietor of the il.folliltaill Echo, which had been established in 1885, 
by H. B. Dallam. Under the able management of M1'. Jones, this paper has 
come to be regarded as one of the best county newspapers in the State, and it 
has a large and constantly increasing circulation. As a factor in the develop
ment of Marion County, it can hardly be overestimated. As a "Knight of the 
Quill" Mr. Jones is easy and graceful, yet cloes not lack force and eloquence. 
He unhesitatingly expresses his convictions when necessary and is earnest in 
his advocacy of all measures of reform and morality. M1'. Jones is a member 
of the K of B., the A. F. &: A. M., the Royal Arch Chapter, and is first lieuten
ant of Company L, Second Arkansas Militia. He owns a neat residence in 
Yellville; he also has some neat tenant cottages and a lot of fine farming and 
mineral land. In 11191 he and three Kansas City gentlemen put on foot the 
Springfield, Yellville & White River Railroad Company; also the Northern 
Central Construction Company. Of the former Mr. Jones is secretary and 
director; of the latter he is one of the directors. This was the first road ever 
attempted to be builtin Marion County. The company has graded about five 
miles of the road anclMr. Jones thinks the scheme will ultimately be a success. 
He is a strong believer in Jeffersonian Democracy, and at the date of this writ
ing he is the Democratic nominee for representative of Marion County, which 
is equivalent to an election. He is a warm patron and is deeply interested in 
the cause of education, and has also done much to aid the temperance cause. 
Mr. Jones was married in 1884 to Miss Idella Robertson, of Pin Oak, IJI. This 
union has been a most happy one. Mrs. Jones is loved by all who knOll" her, 
and is a lady of culture and refinement. To M1'. and Mrs. Jones three children 
have been born: Bertha, Willie and Ralph. Willie died when but an infant and 
is buried near Yellville. Mr. Jones says that this is almost the only shadow 
that has passed over his household since he came to Arkansas. He and his 
lady are members of the Methodist Episcopal Church South. 

D. H. ALLISON. There is nothing which adds so much to the pleasure 
and convenience of the public as a well-stocked, thoroughly appointed and 
ably managed livery stable. In such connection we make due reference to 
the livery establishment of Mr. D. H. Allison, whose reputation in that respect, 
as well as a trainer, is known throughout the length and breadth of the county. 
Mr. Allison has made his home and carried on business in Van Buren, Carter 
County, Mo., for about two years and has met with well-deserved success. He 
was born at Irondale, vVashington County, Mo., and was reared in Reynolds 
County, where his parents, James and Nancy (Johnson) Allison, passed the 
closing scenes of their lives. The father following farming on Block River 
and was a soldier in the Confederate Army during the Civil War. Both 
parents died in 1870. Their children, cleven in number, were named as fol
lows: Jane; Jesse A.; Bettie; Mattie and Peggie died young; Haney; Mary; 
John; D. H.; Nancy E. and Charles. Our subject received a good, practical 
education in the common schools of St. Genevieve County, and assisted in 
farm work at home until eighteen years of age, when he started out to fight 
his own way in life. He continued working on farms until twenty-one years 
of age, and then became part owner of a saw mill. This he carried on for a 
year or two, and after that was engaged in logging for about ten years. He 
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was successful in this, and in about 1893 he came to Van Buren and bought out 
the livery stable of J. D. Rutledge. Since then he has carried on a very suc
cessful business and has a well-equipped stable. He is an honest, upright 
and hard-working man and well merits the success that has followed his efforts. 
He was married in this county to Miss Mattie Franklin, of Carter County, a 
member of the Franklin family of Pike Creek. Two children have been given 
them: Walter and Topsie. Mr. Allison is a strong supporter of Democratic 
principles, and he is an earnest and consistent member of the Missionary 
Baptist Church. All his property has been accumulated by years of patient 
indu~try, and now that he has a good start, he will make a success of life. 

DR. J. E. ANDREWS. Of late years it has been discovered that the pro
fession of dentistry has been practiced from the earliest ages, but the knowl
edge of this science has become so perfected that it is now an art. One of the 
ablest exponents of this branch of human endeavor is Dr. J. E. Andrews, who 
is the only prominent practicing dentist of Harrison, in which city he has a 
well-appointed office and a large and lucrative clientele. He was born in 
Memphis, Tenn., November 16, 1862, his father, W. H. Andrews, having been 
a North Carolinian, born in 1827 or 1828. At the time of his death, which 
resulted from yellow fever, in Memphis in 1873, he was engaged in the 
mercantile business, and was well known and highly honored in that section. 
His father, Capt. John Edmond Andrews, was a North Carolinian, but at an 
early day removed to Tennessee and settled near Dresden, on the old Hick
man and Dresden road, where he followed planting and became wealthy, 
being the owner of a large number of slaves. He died many years ago. 
'vV. H. Andrews was man'jed at the age of twenty-eight years to Miss Julia 
Grace, an accomplished and prepossessing lady of great musical ability, who 
composed the noted" Grace Waltz." She was related to the poet, John G. 
Whittier. She died in 1874, having become the mother of seven children, six 
boys 1l;nd one girl, foul' of whom are living at the p!,esent tim7and five reached 
maturity: E. M., of Brownwood, Tex.; Dr. J. h., of Hamson, Ark.; J. H., 
who died at the age of twenty-two years in Paducah, Ky.; Miss Grace, who is 
living in Union City, Tenn., and Eugene, who also resides there; William B. 
died at the age of four years; and Harry, who died at the age of three years. 
These children were reared in the Missionary Baptist faith, the mother being 
a member of that church. In the social circles of MeIllphis the family stood 
very high. The father was in the Confederate service dul'ing the latter part of 
the war, under Gen. Forrest, and his brothel', R. P. Andrews, was a lieutenant 
in Forrest's command. Another brother, James Andrews, was killed at 
Corinth, Miss. The father was a Mason of the thirty-first degree, took much 
interest in the order, and was active in all good work. Dr. J. E. Andrews, is 
the only professional member of the family. His cady life was spent in the 
schools of Memphis, which he attended regularly up to his eleventh or twelfth 
year, when, on account of the death of both his father and mother, he was 
forced to leave school to fight the battle of life for himself. Through earnest 
and persistent effort he obtained means with which to pay his way through 
school, and in August, 1884, he began the study of dentistry under Dr. R. C. 
Reynolds, of Mayfield, Ky., who was then practicing in Tennessee. A year 
later he entered the office of Dr. T. J. Reynolds at Camden, Tenn., and 
practiced under his instructions for some time, when a partnership was formed 
and they located in Harrison, Ark., in 1887. In 1890 the Doctor graduated in 
the department of Dental Surgery of Vanderbilt University, and returning to 
Harrison bought his partner's interest in the business, and since that time has 
been conducting it alone. He is considered one of the most capable, careful 
and painstaking dentists of the county, and his time is fully and profitably 
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occup.ied. His reputation has been gained through honest and faithful work, 
and IllS office, located over the Bank of Harrison, is a neatly and appropriately 
fitted one. October 20, 1891, he married Miss Oza Allen, daughter of Hon. 
W. S. Allen, who now lives in Newton County, but was formerly a resident of 
Boone County. Mrs. Andrews was born in this county in 1871, and she and 
the Doctor have a handsome and comfortable residence in the northwest part 
of Harrison. He is a stockholder in the Bank of Harrison, is somewhat 
interested in the real estate business, and besides his home is the owner of 
other property in the town. He is a Democrat in politics, a public-spirited 
citizen, and is a member of Boone Lodge No. 314, of the A. F. & A lvI., and 
for two years has been secretary of the same. Mrs. Andrews is a member of 
the Christian Church, and she and the Doctor move in the best social circles 
of Harrison. Their home has become known as a most hospitable one. 

JUDGE JOHN P. COLLIER. The philosophy of success in life is an interesting 
study, and affords a lesson from which others can profit. In choosing a pur
suit in life, taste, mental gifts, opportunity and disposition to labor, should be 
considered, as many a young man who has a disposition to become a respect
able and useful citizen desires to succeed therein. On the 15th of July, 
1842, a boy was born in \Marren County, Ky., who grew up to sturdy manhood, 
ambitious to excel and possessing much energy and determination, attributes 
which are essential to success in any calling. This boy was John P. Collier, 
now judge of the Probate Court of Christian County, Mo. He is the YOlmgest 
but one of a family of twelve children, born to Bartley and Elizabeth (Eaton) 
Collier. This family came originally from England and settled in some of 
(he New England States at an early day. Bartley Collier was a native of one 
of the Southern States, and a lifelong farmer. He and his wife both died in 
Kentucky, the father in 1852, and the mother in 1875. They were Methodists 
in religious belief, and some members of this family were Republicans and 
others Democrats in politics. Of their children, our subject was the only one 
to come to this section. His brother, P. P. Collier, was lieutenant in the 
Federal Army during the war. He now resides in Audrain County, Mo. 
Judge John P. Collier remained in his native county until the age of nineteen, 
attending the district school, and when the war was over he finished his edu
cation in the high school. In 1861, when but nineteen years of age, the 
threatening attitude of political affairs occupied his attention, and he became 
an ardent supporter of the Union cause. Enlisting in Company A, Eleventh 
Kentucky Volunteer Infantry, he served thirteen months and twenty days 
and was in the Shiloh battle. At that time he was sick and had been in the 
hospital, and after that day he was obliged to return to the hospital, where he 
remained until discharged, October 31, 1862. Returning to his native county, 
he entered the high school and after leaving that became a teacher, following 
that profession for a number of years. His sickness while in the army told 
upon him, and he has never fully recovered his health. Judge Collier was mar
ried in Kentucky, to Miss Louanna H. Neville, a native of Barren County, Ky., 
and the daughter of William Neville. After marriage they located on a farm 
in Kentucky, and our subject tilled the soil until coming to Mis:louri in October. 
187!. They then settled in Moniteau County, Mo., and made their h?me there 
until October, 1872, when they moved t.o Ozark, where they have ~~nce made 
their home. Shortly afterward, our subject was made deputy shenff and col
lector of the county,and has since served as deputy circuit and county clerk, as 
well as in other positions of trust. From 1877 to 1887 he held the office of sch?ol 
commissioner of this county, in 1886 was elected county treasurer, servlllg 
two years, and in 1888 was made justice of the peace, holding that position up 
to 1890. At that date he was elected probate judge of the county, and holds 

9 
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that position at the present time. In politics he .has always affiliated with the 
Republican party, has been a d~leg.ate to co~ventl.ons and has s~r,,:ed. on m.any 
committees. The entire orO'al1lZatlOn of his bra1l1, and the dlsclplme of his 
mind, place him in a leadiI~g position in soc!ety. Gifted and acc<;Jmplished, 
shrewd and saaacious, he is undoubtedy destIl1ed to further promll1ence and 
distinction in the political arena: As a j~dge, he comprehends the law and 
facts of the case at once, and hIS analytIcal po:vers ~n!,ble him to develop 
the points with such clearness and force th,;t his deCISIOns .commend them
selves alike to the bar and to the people, bC111g always fortIfied by the law 
and the facts. He is one of the most prominent men of the county. Judge 
Collier is a member of the M. E. Church South and has held office in the 
church for many years. Socially he is a member of Capt. J. 'yV. Robertson 
Post No. 377, G. A. R., at Ozark, and for a time held theoffice of senior vice
commander. Beincr a teacher in early life, he has always taken an active 
interest in educati';n, and while in office, as school commissioner of the 
county, worked hard to build up the schools of the county. To the Judge 
and wife have been born three children: Leanora R., William N. and Mabel. 
The fanner is the wife of R. N. Gray, the druggist, and has two children' 
William N. is on a ferry boat at Chester, Ill., and Mabel is still in school. ' 

HON. J. W. MCCLURG, ex-governor of the State of Missouri. A man's 
life work measures his success, and the man who devotes his powers to the 
accomplishment of an honorable purpose is to be honored. If a careful study 
is made of the motives which actuate every man's life, there is always to be 
found some object for which he lives. In Hon. J. W. McClurg it seems to 
have been an ambition to make the best use of his native and acquired powers 
and to develop in himself a true manhood. A native of St. Louis County, 
Mo., he was born February 22, 1818, a son of Joseph and Mary (Brotherton) 
l\IcClurg and grandson of Joseph McClurg, who came to America during the 
Irish Rebellion of 1798. He succeeded in making his escape to this country 
by concealing himself in the hold of a vessel, and his family soon after fol
lowed him to America. He was a man of much energy, and a worker in iron, 
and soon made his way to Pittsburgh, Penn., where he erected the first iron 
foundry ever put up in the city, and in or near Pittsburgh he passed the 
remainder of his days. Although he owned a farm, the most of his attention 
was given to his foundry, and after he had retired the business was continued 
by his sons. Joseph McClurg, the father of Ex-Gov. McClurg, was born in 
northern Ireland and came with his mother to America when about twelve 
years of age. He and his brothers, Alexander and 'yVilliam, followed in their 
father's footsteps and became foundrymen, and while following that business 
in Ohio his career was closed. His widow died in St. Louis, having borne 
him two children: James B. (deceased), and J. W., the subject of this sketch. 
The last named was reared in Pennsylvania, whither he had been taken at the 
age of seven years, but the principal part of his education was received in Ohio, 
where he remained until about nineteen years of age. Anticipating the advice 
of Horace Greeley, for young men to "Go West and grow up with the coun
try," he came to Missouri and made his home with his uncles, James and 
lVlarshall Brotherton, both of whom filled the office of sheriff of St. Louis 
County, and J. 'yV. j\lcClurg served as deputy under both of them for about 
two years. In the spring of 1839 he went to Texas, where he remained for 
some two years, and was shortly after admitted to the bar of Columbus, Tex. 
In 1841 he was married, in \Vashington County, Mo., to Miss Mary C. John
son, a native of Virginia, and this union resulted in the birth of eight chil
dren, six of whom are living: Mary E., wife of Col. M. W. Johnson, of 
Lebanon; Fannie, wife of C. C. Draper, also of Lebanon; Joseph E., who is 
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engaged in farming in Dakota; Sarah, wife of Thomas Monroe of Lebanon; 
Dr. James A., a dentist at Lebanon, and Dr. Marshall ]., also a dentist, at 
Carthage, Mo. After his marriage Mr. McClurg turned his attention to mer
chandising, which he carried on at Hazlewood and Linn Creek, Mo., until the 
opening of the great Civil War. In 1861 he enlisted in the Horne Guards, 
was chosen colonel of his regiment, and in 1862 he became colonel of the 
Eighth Cavalry, Missouri State Militia. He was in this service until after his 
election to Congress, which was in 1862, from the Fifth District. He then 
resigned his position in the army to take his seat, and was re-elected in 1864 
and 1866. Before the expiration of his last term of office he was elected by 
the Republican party as governor of the State of Missouri, in 1868, and served 
one term of two years. He then turned his attention to merchandising once 
more, also lead mining and stearn boating, which he carried on until 1885, at 
which time he came to Laclede County, and has since been retired from busi
ness. He is now in his seventy-fifth year, but is still quite well preserved and 
bids fair to be spared for many more years of usefulness. It has not been alone 
in politics that he has borne a conspicuous and honorable part, for to all public 
enterprises calculated to advance the interests of his city he has given the 
benefit of his voice and means. He is to-day as enterprising and energetic 
and as alive to the issues of the times as in his earlier manhood, and is a man 
whose good judgment has never been called into question. He has been very 
prominent in the affairs of Missouri, and has ever been a strong adherent of 
the Republican party. He and his wife, who departed this life in December, 
1861, at Jefferson City, were members of the Presbyterian Church, but he is 
now connected with the Methodist Episcopal Church. He has for some time 
been a resident of the city of Springfield, Mo., and is held in high esteem by 
its citizens. 

J. FRANK SEAMAN. Among the reputable men of Galena who have made 
their home in Stone County since 1865, is J. Frank Seaman, whose birth 
occurred at Carrollton, Carroll County, Ark., October 1, 1847. His father, 
Hon. John F. Seaman, was born in Saratoga County, N. Y., in 1812, and 
was of Scotch origin. He remained in his native county until grown, 
and then became a driver on the Erie Canal. Following this, he became a 
minister of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and in 1834 emigrated to 1Iichi
gan, where he resided two years. In 1836 he was appointed a missionary to 
the Cherokee Indians, and was in their nation for two years, after which he 
was transfen'ed to the Arkansas conference. After a little he gave up his min
isterial duties and began the study of medicine under Dr. Forest, of H unts
ville, Madison County, Ark. Up to 1844 or 1845 he practiced medicine, and 
then engaged in merchandising at Carrollton. 'While there, he married 
Miss Sophia E. Kenner, August 18, 1846, and there remained until 1862, when, 
on account of his Union sentiments, it became unpleasant for him and he moved 
to Lawrence County, Mo. There he resumed the practice of medicine and 
also tilled the soil until 1869, when he again embarked in merchandising, fol
lowing this at Marionville, Mo., until his death, which occurred suddenly, on 
March 27, 1870. He was a strong Union man, and after the war became 
a stanch Republican. Mrs. Seaman is still living at Marionville, and is now 
sixty-nine years of age. She was born in Tennessee, and was the daughter of 
C. E. and Dorcas (Burren) Kenner, both probably natives of Tennessee, and 
early pioneers of Arkansas, settling in Carroll County as carly as 1836. Six 
children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Seaman, four of whom survive, as follows: 
]. Frank; Ellen, wife of M. L. Williams, resides in California; Dorcas, died in 
1857, when a child; Charity, married C. H. Neff, of Marionville, ]\10., and died 
in June, 1892; Dotey, D., is a druggist of Marionville; and Emma, resides at 
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Marionville. The mother has been a life-long member of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. The father of our subject was elected county treasurer of 
Carroll County, Ark., before the war and afterward, represented that county 
in the Legislature of the State. He was a public-spirited citizen, and was a 
prominent man in all publi~ affairs .. J. Fran~ Seaman spent his youthful days 
in Carroll County, and receIved a faIr educatIOn l!l the schools of the same. 
He was taught the duties of farm life, and although too young to enlist when 
the war bro].;:e out, he enlisted in Company K, Forty-sixth Missoliri Volunteer, 
Infantry, in 1864. He operated in southwest Missouri, was taken prisoner by 
Capt. Green, but was at once released. Previous to becoming an enlisted 
soldier, our subject took part in several engagements, and was on many scout
ing expeditions, being with Col. Harrison !n ~ fight. with Brooks on King's 
Creek. j\.fter the war Mr. Seaman located Il1 Stone County and began clerk
ing in the store of \V. F. McCullah, where he remained a year. i\ ftcr this he 
located on a farm, and thcre remaincd until 1869, when he embarked in mer
chandising with his father at Marionville, Mo. Four years later he was 
appointed" postmaster under President GI:a?t. . I Ie located in Carroll County, 
Ark., in 1873, where he followed merchancllsmg lor Olle year, and then returned 
to Stone County, Mo., to his farm. In 1878 he was elected county and circuit 
clerk and recorder of Stone County, and held that position eight years. In 
1889, he established the Stone County Bank, and was electnl cashier of the 
same. The year previous to that, he was admitted to the bar, but has never 
practiced. Mr. Seaman is also in the abstract and real estate business, and he 
and O. F. Douglas of Crain, are the owners of a large tract of land. He has 
three improved farms of his own and a residence three-fourths of a mile south 
of Galena. This pleasant home is presided over by his wife, who was formerly 
Miss R. O. Nelson, their nuptials having been celebrated March 3, 1870. Her 
parents, Samuel D. and M. C. (Shannon) Nelson, were natives of the Old 
North State,and came to this county many years ago" The father passed away 
in 1861, but the mother is still living. Mrs. Seaman was born in Stone County 
in I85!. Her uncle, John D. Shannon, was the first sheriff in southwest Missouri. 
Mr. and Mrs. Seaman have reared a family of five children, as follows: Efton, 
married, is a prominent hardware man of Galena; Charles, single, is at home; 
Benjamin; Etta and May. Mr. Seaman and family attend the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, in which his wife holds membership. I n politics he is a 
Republican. Socially he is a member of the Masonic order, NO.5 I 5, Galena 
and Raymond Arch Chapter of Marionville, Mo", No. 97, as well as of Com
mandery No. 54 at the same place. Aside from this, Mr. Seaman is a member 
of Galena Post No. 323, G. A. R., and has been commander of the post. He has 
also been worshipful master of the Masonic lodge of Galena for years, and is a 
charter member of the Masonic order and the post. 

ISAAC A. TYNDALL. The gentleman who occupies the honorable position 
of assessor of Christian County, Mo., was first elected to that office in 1890, 
and reelected two years later. He is one of the most prominent citizens, and 
has held many official positions of trust. Mr. Tyndall was born in Chris
tian (then Greene) County, May 10, 1856. 11is parents, William V. and 
Hannah (1-1 uff) Tyndall, were natives of Georgia and Arkansas, respectively, 
the father born April 19, 1818, and the mother in Fulton County. Our sub
jec;:t's great-grandfather came from England to this country at an early date, 
and settled at Baltimore, Md. His son, the grandfather of our subject, was a 
soldier in the War of 1812. William V. Tyndall, father of the subject, 
remained in his native State until three years of age, and, when grown, or in 
1841, he emigrated to Missouri. He first settled in Christian County, about 
two miles southeast of Sparta, and bought a farm, on which he remained for 
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eight years. Thence he moved to a farm four miles northeast of tbat town, 
and on tb55 passed the remainder of his days, dying February 15, 1893, of 
pneumoIlla. He was a hearty, strong man up to the time of his death. He 
was also a good man, for his career was marked by upriahtness and truth, and 
his life was filled with acts of usefulness. He was one J;f the pioneers of this 
section, and a man highly esteemed by all. He came to this county on horse
back, and. after settling here married Miss Huff, daughter of Samuel Huff, who 
was a natIve of Tennessee. The latter was the first man to settle in Greene 
County, and was about the only white man who knew anything about the 
county in 1812. He died in Douglas County in 1868, when eighty-seven years 
of age. Mrs. Tyndall was a consistent member of the Christian Church, and 
the family has ever been highly respected. In his political principles, 
Mr. Tyndall was a Whig and later a Republican. He voted for \Villiam H. 
Harrison and for Benjamin Harrison for presi·lents of the United States. 
When the Civil War broke out, he enlisted in the Home Guards, and served 
about ninety days, but was then too old to be a soldier. The war made great 
inroads into his resources, and he was obliged to start anew. The children 
born to this most worthy couple were named as follows: Charlotte, wife of 
E. G. Friend, a pioneer of this country; Sarah, the wife of J. M. Washburn of 
Ozark County, deceased; Rhoda, marricd to Daniel Pipkin, and after his 
death was married to Thomas F. Layton. She is now deceased; Mollie mar
ried 'vV. B. Cummings and resides in Texas; Isabella, married E. G. Friend, 
Jr., and resides in this county; Annie married Lewis Leonard of Montana; 
May is the youngest of the family and single. The sons were named as fol
lows: Isaac A., our subject; John B., single, resides near Sparta; \V. T., 
teacher in the public schools of Sparta, and is postmaster of that town; and 
Martin V., who is living in Ozark, has an office under the Government. The 
parents of these children passed through all the privations and trials of pioneer 
life, and the old homestead is one of the first settled farms in the county. 
Isaac A. Tyndall, the eldest son,was born in Christian County, 1\10., May ro, 1856, 
as above stated, and, like the average country boy, his time was di\·idcd in 
assisting on the farm and in attending the district school. Later he attended 
college at Arno, Douglas County, Mo, and Henderson College, Webster 
County. In 1878 he embarked in business fmhimselfasanagriculturist,and dur
ing thc fall and winter seasons taught the schools of his county. He has now 
given up teaching and devotes his entire time to his farm. The position 
he now holds, assessor of the county, is the first he has ever aspired to, and 
he was elccted by a good majority. He fills this position in an able and effi
cient manner and is a popular official. Socially, he is a member of the 1. O. 
O. F., Sparta Lodge No. 424, and bas held office in the lodge. At present 
Mr. Tyndall is fanning the home place, is the owner of 240 acres, and makes a 
success of farming, as he docs of any other enterprise to which he gi\·es his atten
tion. Martin V. Tyndall is also a native of this county, born !\larch ;, 1::>64, 
on the olel farm. He supplemented a good common-school education by 
attending the Normal at Sparta and the Academy at Henderson. Possessed 
of an unusual amount of ambition and the courage and strength to jlush it 
along, he went to l\10ntana in 1883, and was the first settler in the town of 
Anaconda. He worked in the copper mines until 18::>6, and then returned to 
Missouri, where he engaged in teaching school, following this for three or four 
years. In 1890 he was appointed U. S. S. & G., and has held that positioll up 
to the present. Like his brother Isaac, he is single and is a prominent young 
man of the county. Socially he is a member of the :'IIasonic order of Sparta, 
Lodge No. 296, and politically he is a Republican, taking a deep interest in 
the welfare of his party. He is another of the county's most worthy citizens, 
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and is a liberal contributor to all worthy movements. William T. Tyndall, a 
successful teacher in the High School of Sparta, was born on the old home place 
of the Tyndall family, three miles east of Sparta, January 16, 1862, and there 
grew to mature years. Early in life he was trained to the arduous duties of the 
farm, and his first experience as a pupil was in the primitive log school house 
with clay and stick chimney, of those days. Like his brothers, he attended 
Henderson Academy, and took an academic course. Leaving school in 1886, 
he began his career as an educator, teaching first in Douglas County, but sub
sequently he confined his teaching to this county, mostly in or ncar Sparta. 
He is onc of the most successful and prominent young educators of the county, 
and he has done much to further the cause of education. Sparta has excellent 
schools. and thanks are due Mr. Tyndall for their progn:ss and improvc:ment. 
By teaching school he educated himself, and after studying law during his 
vacations, was admitted to the bar in February, 1893. I Ie was married at 
Sparta, to Miss Lillie M. Nelson, a native of Pierce City, this State, and the 
daughter of W. H. Nelson, a farmer. One child has blessed this union, a 
daughter, Renda]. 1\11'. Tyndall is a prominent Mason and a member of 
Sparta Lodge, of which he is master. In politics he is to be found in the 
Republtcan ranks. He was appointed postmaster at Sparta under President 
Harrison, and has filled that oft1ce very satisfactorily up to the present. He 
and 1\1rs. Tyndall are members of the Christian Church. 

DR. JOliN 'vV. S. Lb:sI.I!o:. This worthy gentleman, in ministering to the 
physical wants of his fellow mortals, has not neglected to minister to their 
spiritual wants also, and in addition is also a successful tiller of the soil. He 
was born at 'vViley's Cove, J\rk., November 4, 1841, his father bdng Capt. 
Samuel Leslie, a sketch of whom appei\1's in this work. In hb youthful clays 
the Doctor was an attendant of the ole! time log school houses, where he 
obtained a fair common-school education, and at the age of eighteen years he 
began the study of law only to abandon it at the end of one year to become a 
disciple of A<:sculapius. In July, 1862, he joined his father's company as a 
private, with which he served until after the fall of Little Rock, when he was 
made major of a battalion in Mc.Rea's brigade, in which capacity he served 
until the war closed, operating principally north of the Arkansas River and 
participating in many skirmishes. He was in the Prairie Grove fight while 
with his father's command, and in 1864 was captured by the enemy, but was 
soon released. He surrendered with Gen. Kirby Smith at the cl()se ()f the war, 
returned home and once more took upon himself the duties of civil life. He 
soon began the practice of medicine in the neighborhood in which he now 
lives and here has since been constantly and successfully engaged in this most 
honorable of human callings. In IR62 he was married to Miss Bettie C., 
daughter of Gibson and Anice Parks, who were born, reared and married in 
Tennessee, and who became residents of Searcy County, Ark., in 1840. They 
became well-to-do farmers of Bear Creek bottom. and on this farm the father 
died soon after the war from the effects of a wound received in the Yachum 
Creek fight, while serving in the Confederate Army. He held the office of 
justice of the peace for some years and was a weli-known citizen. Mrs. Parks 
died January 7, IR8S, she and her husband having been worthy members of 
the Anti-Missionary Baptist Church. Their daughter, Mrs. Leslie, was born 
in Tennessee and died N' ovember 7, 1874, the mother of six children: Malinda 
Jane; Sarah Ruth, wife of Perry Horton; Archibald Gibson; Dica N' ancy, wife 
of George Russell; Mary Alabama; and Samuel Evans. On the 9th of 
March, 1876, the Doctor married Martha H., daughter of Berry and Mary 
Manuel, Tennesseeans who came to Searcy County, Ark., before the war, the 
father's death occurring here during that struggle. The present Mrs. Leslie 
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is a native of Searcy County, and has borne the Doctor four children: Mar
garet Grace, Fannie, Orchard and Martha Ochie. Dr. Leslie has resided on 
his farm four miles from Marshall since 1868, his estate comprising 238 acres. 
He is a member of the Arkansas l'IIedical Association, is well read in his pro
fession and has a fine library. He is a Democrat in politics, and in IS6S was 
appointed sheriff of Searcy County by Gov. Murphy, but at the end of three 
months resigned. In 1884 he was elected to the State Legislature by a 
majority of thirty-six votes and served on the committee on the practice of 
medicine and bill of enrollments. He and his wife are members of the Regu
lar Baptist Church, and he has been a minister of that denomination since 1869, 
when he was regularly ordained by the Red River Church Association. He 
has been preaching regularly ever since, and has been pastor of Canaan 
Church in his neighborhood every year since that time, save one year when 
he rusticated for a time. 

\VILLIAM HEMBREE. This well-known business man and successful farmer 
of James Township, Stone County, Mo., is a product of the Hoosier State, born 
in Dubois County, March 9, 1836, to the union of John and l'IIaggie Hembree. 
The father was born in Knox County, Tenn., and when a young man went to 
Indiana, was married in Dubois County, and when our subject was six or ten 
years of age the family came by horse and ox teams to what is now Taney 
County, Mo., locating on Bull Creek, where Mr. Hembree improved a farm. 
Later he moved to 'Nhlte River in Stone County, and still later, farther up 
White River, where he made his home until the war broke out. He then 
removed to a point near Buffalo, in Dallas County, and resided there until 
peace was declared, when he returned to Stone County, locating just below 
Galena, where he died soon after. He was a lifelong and successful farmer, 
and was one of the pioneers of the upper \Vhite River country. He was a 
militiaman during the war, a man whose upright, honorable career commended 
him to all. His father, Drew Hembree, also came to Taney County and there 
died when our subject was a boy. He was probably born in Tennessee and 
was a farmer by occupation. The mother of our subject died in Dallas County 
during the war. Previous to her marriage to Mr. Hembree, she had married 
a Mr. Butler, by whom she had three children; John, David and James. Her 
second union resulted in the birth of seven children as follows: Simeon, who 
went to California at an early day, of whom nothing further is known; 
Susannah, who died when young; Richard, died during the war; \\,illiam, our 
subject; Rachel, widow of Benjamin Pinkley who died in Stone County, 
resides in that county; Lewis, died in Colorado, and Benjamin is now living in 
Dallas County. After having been reared ttl the arduous ~uties of the farm 
and receiving his education in the common schools, our subject, at the <l;ge of 
eighteen, branched out to fight life's battles for himself. He was marned at 
about that age to Miss Seat, who died in Stone County before the war, 
leaving two children, Simeon and Mary, both now deceased. Mr. Hembree 
selected his second wife in the person of Miss Nancy An n Jones. daughter of Carr 
Jones, and their marriage took place before the war. Mr. Carr Jones came 
from Clay County, Ind., and settled in what is now Stone County at an early 
day. He was a farmer. Mrs. Hembree was born in Indiana, and by her union 
to Mr. Hembree became the mother of eleven children: Margaret Jane, 
the wife of William Huddleston, is now deceased; William Allen; Cynthia 
Ann, deceased; Mary, wife of William Little of Stone County; Laura Belle; 
Nancy A, deceased; John, deceased; Hezekiah, decease~; Ad~, c!.eceased; 
Rosa, who is living. On August 26, 1862, Mr. Hembree enhsted III Company 
G, First Arkansas Cavalry, operating in northwest Ar.ka~sas, and. fo.ught at 
Newtonia, Fayetteville, Springfield, and was in many skJl'll11shes until ~eptem-
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ber, 1865, when he was discharged at Van Buren, Ark. He then returned to 
his family in Dallas County, Mo., and about two years later came to White 
River, where he improved a farm and lived for a number of years. After this 
he lived on Indian Creek for a few years and, about 1890, he came to his pres
ent farm of 196 acres, one mile from the river. For three years he has also 
been engaged in general merchandising and is a wide-awake, thorough-going 
business man. He is a member of Galena Post No. 223, G. A. R. He 
suffered many hardships during the waf and is a pensioner. His family was 
harrassed and driven almost to desperation, while living in Stone County, pre
vious to Mr. Hembree's enlistment, and fled for safety to Dallas County. 

B. W. HOG.\RD. There is nothing which speaks more e.Joquently of the 
enterprise or prosperity of a town than does the well-kept hostelry and Cen
tral Hotel, of which lVIr. Hogard is the proprietor, at Gainesville, Mo., which is 
one of the best in the county. Its neat and orderly appearance distinguishes 
it among others, and the polite service which its patrons receive and the excel
lent character of the cuisine, has influenced their permanent cllstom, and the 
place is exceptionally popular with the traveling man. Mr. Hogard was born 
in Weakley County, Tenn., November 5, 1850, a son of Rev. John A. and Min
erva (Miller) H ogard, who were born in Kentucky and Tennessee, respectively. 
Mr. Hogard was taken by his parents to Tennessee, was eventually married in 
vVeakley County, and there resided until 1875, when he came to Ozark County, 
Mo., and here is still residing, having been a lifelong farmer. During the 
Civil War he was for about two years with Gen. Forrest, and during this time 
saw some active service. He has been a minister of the Methodist Church for 
twenty years, is a Mason of many years' standing, and as a citizen, friend and 
neighbor his correct mode of living has endeared him to all. His father, Byas 
Hogard, was a Kentuckian by birth and bringing up, but removed to vVeakley 
County, Tenn., when it was a new country, and there he spent the rest of his 
life, becoming a well-to-do fal'mer and tobacconist. For many years he was 
engaged in flat-boating on the iVIississippi River to New Orleans, but in the 
latter part of his life gave the most of his attention to the culture of tobacco 
and became one of the most extensive growers in the country. He died about 
r886, at the advanced age of four-score years and ten. He was married twice, 
and his first wife, who was the grandmother of the subject of this sketch, died 
before the Civil War. To their union the following children were born: John 
A.; Asa, who died on his farm in Prairie County, Ark.; Elizabeth, who 
died in Weakley County, Tenn., the wife of Henry Jones (deceased); J emimah, 
wife of James Mitchell, of Greene County, Ark.; Frank, wife of Thomas 
Stofels, of W.cakley County, Tenn., and Ann, wife of John Heath, of vVashing
ton County, Ark. The paternal great-grandfather, John Hogal'd, was supposed 
to have been a Virginian by birth, although of German descent, but became 
one of the pioneers of Kentucky, and died in Crittenden County of that State. 
His father was the first of the family to come to America. lVIrs. John A. Hogard 
is the daughter of George Miller, who became an early settler of vVest Tennes
see, it is supposed, from Georgia. lIe died in '>Veakley County after the war, 
and his wife passed from life after the great conflict was over. Their family 
consisted of five children: John H., of Tennessee; vViley R., also of that State; 
Minerva (l\Irs. Hogard); filizabeth, wife of Frank Watts, of Ozark County; 
and Mary, who died at McKinzie, Tenn., in February, 1894, the wife of Thomas 
S. Smith. To Rev. and Mrs. Hogard two sons were given: B. W., the subject 
of this sketch, and George Robert, a farmer of Ozark County, Mo. B. W. 
Hogard was reared on a farm in vVeakley County, Tenn., and attended the 
common schools of that section until he was sixteen years of age, when he 
entered McKinzie College, where he faithfully pursued the paths of learning 
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until 1870, when he left school and the same year was united in marriacre with 
Miss Nancy Bethany, daughter of Samuel and Sophronia Smith, the fo~mer of 
whom entered the Confederate service and was never afterward heard from. 
Mrs. Smith was born in Weakley County, Tenn., and is still living. She was 
one of ten children, the most of whom have become wealthy, born to Amos 
and Nancy (Pratt) Waddell, natives of Georgia and Virginia, respectively, the 
latter being a descendant of the famous Indian maiden, Pocahontas. They 
were married in Alabama, from whence they removed to Carroll County, Tenn., 
where Mrs. Waddell died in r849and Mr. Waddell in Hardeman County, Tenn., 
in 1884. The latter had removed to Franklin County, Mo., where he married 
Mary Brawley, but later he returned to Tennessee. He was a soldier of the 
War of 1812. Mrs. Hogard was born in Henry County, Tenn., and there she 
and her two sisters and one brother were reared: Mollie, who became the wife 
of Benjamin F. Miller and is deceased; Frankie, wife of Tohn Miller, and 
Callie, who was killed at Paducah, Ky., in November, 1893, vihile a member of 
the police force there. Mr. and Mrs. Hogard Have three children: John S., 
Thomas 'vV. and Callie. Since 1875 Mr. Hogard has been a resident of Ozark 
County, Mo., and lived on a farm until 1882, when he came to Gainesville, and 
for one year thereafter conducted a mill. He then conducted what is now 
known as the Ozark House for three years, at the end of which time he erected 
the Central Hotel, which is a two-story building, 42X48 feet, contain
ing seventeen rooms. As has been said, his establishment is remarkably well 
conducted and as a natural sequence is liberally patronized. In addition to 
this property he is the owner of a good farm. For two years he held the 
office of justice of the peace, and was coroner of Ozark County for the same 
length of time. by appointment, and for the past four years has been constable 
and general collector. Mr. Hogard has always been a Democrat politically, 
and socially he is a member of Robert Burns Lodge No. 496, at Gainesville, of 
the A. F. & A. M. 

RANSON D. BLADES, SR. In the following sketch is strikingly illustrated 
the force of well-directed energy, steadfast purpose and never-ceasing effort 
for the accomplishment of noble ends, and the successful overthrow of those 
obstacles which beset the progress of every young man who, unaided and alone, 
starts out to combat life's stern realities and hew his own way to distinction 
and fortune. To ambitious, struggling youths, with only the broad, perhaps 
cheerless, highway of the future before them, this narrative of a self-made 
man-a successful life-presents an example worthy of consideration and 
earnest emulation, and might even fill a faltering heart with strong zeal, or a 
youthful mind with greater determination and a fuller recognition of those 
attributes which constitute true manhood-natures patent of nobility-industry, 
integrity, temperance and consistent Christianity. Ranson D. Blades, Sr., 
who, since 1881, has resided in Christian County, within a quarter of a mile of 
Billings, Mo., came to Greene County, this State, with his parents when a boy 
fourteen years of age. His father, Edward Blades, and his mother, Ellen ( :\lay
nor) Blades, were natives of North Carolina, but at an early day they emigrated 
to McMinn County, Tenn., where our subject was born on the 29th of January, 
r82I. The father came to Greene County, Mo., as early as 1836 and settled in 
Pond Creek Township, where his death occurred in 1848. Farming was his prin
cipal occupation in life, but he also followed the hatter's trade for .some time. 
He prospered in this new country and became fairly well off. He enjoyed hunt
ing and had many opportunities of trying his skill as a marksman, for th.e 
woods abounded in game of all kinds. In politics he was a Democrat. HIS 
wife died on the old farm. For a number of years this worthy couple and two 
other families were about the only settlers in the township, and only a few 
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lived in Springfield or around that town. For forty miles south of them there 
were no settlers. The mother made all the clothing for the large family and 
no small task it was, for there were sixteen children, twelve of whom grew to 
mature years. These children were named as follows: Sally A.; R. D., subject; 
Nancy; Isaac; Edward; Cynthia; William; Rebecca; James; Elizabeth; Fannie 
and George. Sally, Nancy and Rebecca arc now deceased. Our subject grew 
to manhood amid the rude surroundings of pioneer life and under such circum
stances received but little schooling, attending only a few days in Tenllessee. 
In IS41 he was married to Miss Frances Garoutte, daughter of Samuel 
Garoutte. \vhosc f~i.thcr C,dYlC froln Fi,iilce tu this CVl.iiitry \'\·i~L, Lafa)!ctte 
during the Revolutionary \Var. Mr. Garoutte was born in New Jersey and at 
an early day moved to Tennessee and later to Gasconade County, Mo., where 
Mrs. Blades was born. Thence he moved to Greene County, in IS3S, and there 
passed the remainder of his days. After his marriage our subject settled on 
a piece of Government land, but soon after entered a tract. Young Blades 
was poor, but rich in integrity, industry and resolution. lIe went to work and 
by perse\ crance, industry and good management became one of the largest land 
owners in Greene County, at one time being the possessor of 1,000 acres of 
land. rIc and wife reared eleven children, all but one now living, as follows: 
Samuel A., a resident of (ireene County; Nancy E., deceased, was the wife of 
Amos Lafayette, who is also deceased; John M., a resident of Greene County; 
Isaac T., on the old home place in Greene COllnty; Sarah, the wife of James 
Brashears of Greene County; Patience, wife of John Garclner of the Indian 
Nation; Mary, wife of William Rickman of Texas; 'vVilliarn, who lives in 
Christian County; Thomas B., also a resident of Christian COUllly; Martha, 
wife of Henry Colter of this county, and James, living in Greene County. 
Mr. and '\1rs. Blades reared a large family, and Mr. Blades has the satisfaction 
of know.ng that all are doing well, and that the sons arc prominent young 
men. lIe lost his first wife in IRG3, and for his second wife he took Mrs. 
Gillie S. Davis, widow of 'vVilliam Davis and daughter of Samuel Wllliams. 
She was born in Lawrence County, Mo., and her father was an early pioneer. 
'vVilIiam Davis was killed by bushwhackers in IS62. The Williams family 
settled west of Springfield, and Mrs. Blades was the first whitl' child born in 
Lawrence County. Our subject lost his second wife in ISR4, but in IS1iS he 
married Miss Mary E. Swift, a native of Tennessee and the daughter of C. 
'vV. Swift. In religion Mr. Blades was first a Baptist, but is now with the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. Up to the breaking out of the Civil War he was 
it Democrat in politics, but at that time he became a I::'epublican and has 
remained with that party since. He was a strong Union man and hel ped to 
fight bushwhackers during the war. On account of being a well-known Union 
man he was 6bliged to leave home and spent three months in Kansas in the 
latter part of IS6! and first part of IS62. M.1'. Blades has given his sons good 
farms and now has about 400 acres left. H is life and its success affords 
another evidence that industry, economy and integrity constitute the keynote 
to honorable competency. 11is sons, Isaac and John, were soldiers in the war. 
Mr. Blades is now living a mile and a quarter north of Billings, where he has 
160 acres of fine land and a pleasant home. He has always contributed liber
ally to churches and schools and built the first school house in Pond Creek 
Township. He also helped build churches all over the county, and in the 
neighborhood where he lived in Greene County he spent about $400 in build
ing a church which is called Blades' Cbapel. No better man makes his home 
in this county. 

B.\RNETT P. PARRISH. Although almost eighty years have passed over 
the head of the gentleman who is the subject of this sketch, he is well pre-
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served, physically and mentally, and is a typical representative of the native 
Ohioan, honest and upright in word and deed, energetic and pushin CT, and of a 
decidedly practical turn of mind. He was born in the Buckeye State Septem
ber 13,1818, and is a son of Ira O. W. W. and Ruth (Cheneworth) Parrish. It 
is thought that the father was a Virginian by birth, but at an early date he was 
married in Ohio and, when our subject was but seven or eight years of age, he 
and family removed to Vermillion County, Ind., and in 1835 to Illinois. Later 
they left that State and settled in the woods of Polk County, Mo., improved a 
farm, and there passed the remainder of their lives, 1\1r. Parrish dying a num
ber of years after the war, when eighty-three years of age. He was a well-to
do farmer and hotel man, and was a soldier in the War of 1812. He was of 
Irish descent. His wife died before the war. They were the parents of nine 
children: William Thomas, who died when a boy; Barnett P., the subject of 
this sketch; Casandria, deceased, who was the wife of Calvin Gaylor; Joseph, 
a soldier of the Mexican War, and also a soldier of the Confederate Army 
under Gen. Price, was killed while at home in Taney County; Meredith, resided 
in Arkansas when last heard from, was a federal soldier under Gen. John 
A. Logan; John, a farmer of Polk County, was a soldier in the Mexican \Var, 
and was also under Gen. Price, and in the Home Guards duringthe.Civii War; 
America, is the widow of Thomas Hankins; Elijah, a soldier in the Federal 
Army under Col. Geiger, died. in Polk County; and Washington, who also was 
a soldier in Col. Geiger's Company, is deceased. Our subject passed his boy
hood and youth on a farm, with limited educational advantages, and came with 
his parents to Polk County, Mo. There he was married when twenty-two 
years of age to Miss Emeline Wright, daughter of William and Sarah Wright, 
who came from Illinois to Polk County, Mo., at a very early day. Mr. Wright 
was a soldier in the Black Hawk War, and died in Illinois while on business 
there. Mr. and Mrs. Parrish became the parents of sixteen children, ten of 
whom lived to an adult age: Mary, wife of William Burns, of Polk County; Ira 
O. \V. W., a farmer of Polk County, who was orderly sergeant in the Rebellion 
under Gen. San burn ; William Thomas, a soldier under Col. Geiger, died at 
Little Rock, Ark.; An~eriea, deceased, was the wife of Harvey Harris; John, a 
merchant of Forsyth, was in the Home Guards during the war; Landon is 
farming in Polk County; Calvin, a prominent stockman of Forsyth; Robert, 
also of Forsyth; Sarah, the wife of Abraham Lane, died in Texas; Lincoln, the 
youngcst living, is in business in Forsyth; the others died in infancy. Mr. Par
rish selected his second wife in the person of Miss Mary Harris, who bore him 
four children, all now deceased. Mrs. Parrish is also deceased. Our subject's 
third wife was Laura Lane, who died about eight months later. On the 5th of 
December, 1875, he married Miss Rebecca Frazier, a native of South Caro
lina, born in 1837, and the daughter of Trustom and Nancy (McDonald) 
Frazier, both natives of the Palmetto State. Mr. Frazier died in Georgia, and 
his wife in Arkansas. Our subject was in the Mexican \Var and assisted in 
building the forts around Santa Fe, and operated in the North against the 
Indians. After remaining North fourteen months, he started for home and 
was sixty-two days on the way. After returning home, Mr. Parrish farmed in 
Polk County until the breaking out of the Rebellion, when he joined the Fed
eral Army and served until 1863, being then discharged on account of his age. 
In 1866 he came to Forsyth, and has been engaged in farming and the hotel 
business since. He is one of the oldest settlers of southwestern Missouri, and 
is very familiar with its people and the changes that have taken place in the 
country. No man is more highly respected. 

DR. TOLMAN W. COTTON. Among those of Carter County, Mo., who 
successfully follow the "healing art" as a profession is Dr. Tolman \V. 
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Cotton, who was born on the old home place in ~ey:nolds County August 12, 
1868. His grandfather, Aaron Cotton, was a natIve fennesseean, who came to 
Missouri about 1844, and took up his home in Reynolds County. He was 
already quite an aged man when he came to this State, and here was passed 
the remainder of his days. He and his wife, Nancy, reared a large family of 
children, who grew up honorable men and women. H is son, S. \Y. Cotton, 
was born in Tennessee in February, 1830, and was about fourteen years of age 
when he came with his father to this county. Here he finished his growth 
and assisted his father on the farm until his marriage with Miss Mary A. Barnes, 
of a prominent family of this county. During.the late unpleasantness between 
the North and South Mr. Cotton enlisted in the Confederate Army and served 
all through the war with Gens. Price and Marmaduke. He was taken prisoner 
and was kept in the prisons at St. Louis and Alton. Like his father he selected 
agricultural pursuits as his occupation in life and in that calIing met .with 
fair success. His political views were Democratic. His death occurred in 
February, 1892, but Mrs. Cotton is stiIl living. To their marriage were born 
these children: Vetile died young; Lee is a physician at Piedmont, Mo.; 
Connor is a teacher in the State of \YashingtoI1, and also a farmer; Jennie, 
wife of A. Mann, of Reynolds County; Tolman 'vV., subject; Tellie, wife of 
Walter Massie, of Carter County; Tanie; and Vest, who is in the State of 
\Vashington. On the old farm in Reynolds County our subject passed his 
early life, and his education was received in the district school. At the age of 
eighteen he began teaching in summer and fall and attending" school in winter. 
He taught seven schools. Later he took up the study of medicine with Dr. L. 
\V. Cotton, and subsequently entered Missouri Medical College and Beaumont 
Medical College, graduating with honor in the class of 1::::93 ... He then estab
lished his practice in Van Buren, and is doing well. The Doctor is a Royal 
Arch Mason, and, at present, master of Van Buren Lodge A. F. & A. M. lIe 
was one of the two representatives of the lodge in the Grand Lodge of Mis
souri in 1893. Although a single man, the Doctor is wedded to his profession 
and gives it all his time and attention. He is a pension surgeon of the county, 
examiner for three insurance companies and a member of the Southeast Missouri 
Medical Association, and at present counselor for the county. He serves in 
the dual capacity of druggist ancI physician at Van Buren, anti carries on the 
business established by his brother in 1888. 1- or three years the Doctor 
attended Farmi ngton College and the College of Gravelton for a year, and is 
a young physician of more than ordinary ability. 1 Ie has already acquired a 
flattering reputation as a physician, has proved himself a mall of energy ane! 
uprightness, and has many friends. 

ANTHo:-;y CASEY. Anthony Casey is one of those men who faithfully 
served his country during the troublesome times of war and is now a promi
nent, law-abiding, public-spirited and patriotic citizen. He is a product of 
Tennessee, born in Morgan County, in 1826, and remained in that State until 
about eight years of age, when he came with his parents, Jesse and Martha 
(Coe) Casey, to Franklin County, Mo. About two years later the parents 
came to Johnson County, Ark., where they resided about five years and then 
moved to Newton County, making their home at the head of the Hudson 
River. There Mr. Casey purchased a farm and passed the remainder of his 
days, dying in 1863. He was a Southern sympathizer, but took no part in the 
war. For many years he was a Primitive Baptist minister, and a physician of 
more than ordinary ability. Although he never attended school more than 
three weeks in his life he possessed a naturally active brain and was a student 
all his days, being an eloquent speaker and an interesting conversationalist. 
His father, Jesse Casey, was of Irish origin and served through the Revolution-
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ary war. The mother of Anthony Casey died about 1846. She was a daughter 
of Stephen Cae, who died in Tennessee. The twelve children born to this 
estimable couple w~re named as follows: Polly, deceased, was the wife of John 
Farmer; Tempa, widow of Thomas Farmer, of Texas; Elizabeth, widow of 
Zach. Beckam; Martha, wife of Lewis Daniel, of Newton County; Barbara, 
wife of Hijah Snow, of Texas; Steven, of Marion County; Elijah, of Indian 
Territory; Anthony; Levi, of Marion County, Ark., deceased; Ambler, deceased 
was a resident of Johnson County, Ark.; Jesse, of Boone County, and vVesley: 
deceased, was originally of Johnson County. The youthful days of our sub
ject were spent in farm work and he received but limited educational advan
tages. In the month of August, 1846, he was married in Newton County, 
Jackson Township, to Miss Sealey Self, a native of Illinois, and the daughter 
of Levi and Elizabeth Self, who came from Illinois to Newton County at an 
early day. Mrs. Casey died January 8, 1890. She was the mother of seven 
children as follows: Martha, widow of John Hudson; William U., a prominent 
farmer and merchant of Mt. Parthenon; Newton, of Indian Territory; Jesse; 
Jane, wife of Allen Hudson, of this county; Sarah, deceased, was the wife of 
Columbus Carlton, and Sealey, died in infancy. For a number of years 
Anthony Casey resided in different parts of Newton County, and in 1858 
moved to Taney County, Mo., where he remained until 1862. He then 
returned to Newton County, and since the \var has lived on his present farm, 
eight and one-half miles above Jasper, where he has 200 acres of good land. 
Agricultural pursuits have been his life's work, and the active manner in which 
he has taken advantage of every idea tending toward the enhanced value of 
his property has had much to do with his success in life. In September, 1863, 
he joined Company E, Second Arkansas Infantry, United States Army, 
and served about two years in Arkansas, participating in a number of promi
nent engagements. His son, vVilliam U. Casey, general merchant and farmer 
of Mt. Parthenon, first saw the light in Newton County, in 1849, and at an 
early age became familiar with the arduous duties of the farm. \Vhen twenty 
years of age he started out to make his own way in life, and as he was familiar 
with agricultural pursuits in all its details, he selected that as his occupation 
in life. In the year 1869 he was married to Miss Mary Elizabeth Carlton, a 
native of Newton County, Ark., and the daughter of Anderson Carlton. Eight 
children were born to this union: James Marion; Amanda Jane, wife of Henry 
Phillips; William Anderson; George A.; Jesse c.; Levi; Sarah, who died in 
infancy, and Mary E. The mother of these children died in Newton County 
and the father afterward married Miss Nancy Farmer, a native of Newton 
County and the daughter of Bird Farmer. There were four children born to 
this marriage: Delia, deceased; John; Jasper and J ensey. Until three years 
ago William Casey gave his entire attention to farming, but since then he has 
been engaged in merchandising at Mt. Parthenon. He is doing a good busi
ness and is a wide-awake, enterprising business man. He is the owner of 400 
acres of land, a large part of which is under cultivation, and has one of the 
best tracts on the creek, all the fruits of his own efforts. In politics he is a 
Republican, but is not a politician, though he held the office of justice of the 
peace for a number of years. He is a member of the Baptist Church. 

WALTER A. LOl':G. Among the bright and promising young attorneys of 
Christian County, 1\10., is vValter A. Long, who has secured a satisfactory 
degree of worldly success by reason of his personal traits and the exercise of 
unmistakable business ability. His natural acumen, added to the thorough 
education he received in his youth, makes him judicious in law, and his desire 
to reach the highest possible position in the profession keeps him e\'er on the 
alert to add to his knowledge by observation and study. For the past six years 
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he has practiced his profession in this and other counties of the State, and his 
career thus far before the bar illustrates how admirably adapted he is to prose
cute this most exalted of professions. Mr. Long is a native of this State, 
born ncar 'vVestville, Chariton County, October 2, ISS6, and is a son of L. D. 
and Nancy (Reagan) Long, and grandson of John S. Long. The Long family 
is of Irish origin, and the family tree took root in Virginia at an early day, 
some members of this family serving in the Revolutionary \Var. Later the 
Longs emigrated to Kentucky and settled in Madison County, where the 
members took up large tracts of land. In this State the father of our subject 
was born in 1810, and there grew to mature years. He was married there to 
Miss Reagan a native of that State, and together they emigrated to Missouri 
in 1847, settling in Chariton County, where they made their home until July 
22, 1864, when the father was killed by a band of bushwhackers. He had 
enlisted in the Union Army, was a strong Union man, and was killed on his own 
farm. He had always affiliated with the Republican party, and was a public
spirited and most worthy citizen. Both he and wife were members of the 
Christian Church, and he was deacon in the same. He was one of the early 
pioneers of Chariton County, became the owner of a good farm, and was enter
prising and industrious. He was well known hy all as Capt. Long. Mrs. Long 
lived until 1883, and died in Iowa, while visiting a SOIl. She was the mother 
of fourteen children. The farther of our subject had one son by it former 
marriage, who \vas named 'vVilliam T. Long, and he is now a sllccessful farmer 
of Nodaway County, Mo. He was a soldier during the Rebellion, in the Sixth 
Missouri Cavalry, and fought bravely for the" Old Flag." In politics he is a 
RepUblican. The remainder of the children were named as follows: Mary, 
man'ied Frederick Noldge and died leaving a family; Richard, also a soldier 
in the Civil War, died about 1866 (he was single); Cynthia, died in childhood; 
Robert, a soldier in the Sixth Missouri Cavalry, was probably killed at Lone 
Jack or some other battle of the war, for he was among the missing; Napoleon, 
died in 1876 (he was single and a farmer); John D., single and a farmer, resides 
in Lynn County, Mo.; Nathan H., a prosperous farmer and stockman of 
Nebraska, is married and has a family; Albert \\T., is a well-to-do farmer, resid
ing ten miles west of Ozark (he is a man of a family, and a public-spirited 
citizen; in politics he is a Republican); Julia A., residing in Sioux City, Iowa, 
is the wife of S. Parrish, who is a prominent merchant of that place; Maggie 
J. and Bettie, twins (the former is the wife of J. W. Park, and resides nine 
miles west of Ozark, and the latter, who was the wife of S. 'vV. Park, died in 
1888); Fannie, married George Thomas, and they reside on the old home place 
in Chariton County; Andrew J., a railroad man, is married and resides in 
Webster County; and \,valter A., our subject. The latter spent his early life 
in his native county, and was educated in the common schools of Nodaway 
County, whither he moved when about thirteen years of age. Leaving school, 
he became a teacher and followed this occupation up to 1885, studying law in 
the meantime. That year he was admitted to the Nodaway eounty bar and 
began practicing at Marysville, where he remained until 1887, and then came 
to Ozark. Since then, he has practieed all over Southwest Missouri. He is 
careful in the preparation of his cases, and is considered an accurate adviser 
and an earnest and conscientious advocate. Like all the members of his father's 
family, he is a Republican, and although he was too young to take part in the 
Rebellion, he was with the Union and the cause of his father. The mother's 
people were slave owners, but she was with the Union also. Mr. Long is a 
self-made, self-educated man, and by his own industry and application is now 
one of the prominent attorneys of the Southwest. As an educator he was well 
liked, and as an attorney he stands in the front rank of the Missouri bar. In 
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1890 he was elected to the office of prosecuting attorney of Christian County, 
and in 1892 was reelected to that position. 1\11'. LonO' selected his wife in the 
person of Miss Mattie E. Alday, a native of Stark Co';mty, Ill., born April 16, 
1861, and the daughter of A. and Edith (Dixon) Alday. i\Ir. and Mrs. Long 
have had three children: Walter G., \Vard and Emile. The last two died young. 
Socially Mr. Long is a Mason, a member of Friend Lodge at Ozark, No. 352, 
and has held some of the offices of the order. He has his office over Robert
son's store at Ozark. and owns a handsome residence in that city. 

JUDGE JOSEPH SCOTT 'NILSON. The judges of the various courts of Arkan
sas have always been noted for their character and ability, and one of the most 
popular of the worthy men elevated to the bench in the history of Cleburne 
County jurisprudence is Judge Joseph Scott \Vilson, judge of the County and 
Probate Court. He has been a resident of Cleburne County twelve years, 
but was born in Haywood County, 'Nest Tenn. (now Crockett County), in 
1853, the son of David and Louisa (Elliott) Wilson, natives of the Palmetto 
State and East Tennessee, respectively. They were married in Rutherford 
County, Tenn., and moved from there to \Vest Tennessee, and in 1859 to what 
is now Faulkner County, Ark., and took up their residence about twelve miles 
south of Quitman, where the father died in 1888 at the age of eighty-one years. 
and the mother in 1873, when sixty years of age. They were successful tillers 
of the soil, were members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and the father, 
was a member of the F. & A. M. \Vhile a resident of Tennessee he was a 
justice of the peace for some time, and during the Civil \Var he was for some 
time in the service. Two of his sons were also in the service: Fletcher who 
joined the first company that was raised in the county and served throughout 
the war, and Simon, who was in the service for two vears and then retired, 
being disabled from a wound. To Mr. and Mrs. Wilson thirteen children were 
born, of whom the subject of this sketch was the twelfth. He spent his early 
school days in Faulkner County, grew up on his father's farm, and at the age 
of twenty-one years commenced to do for himself as a farmer on the old 
homestead in Faulkner County. He remained there and in the neighbor
hood until 1881, when he moved to what is now Cleburne County, on the farm 
of which he is now the owner, one-half mile southwest of Heber, which com
prises fifty-one acres of land. Judge \Vilson served as constable of this county 
for seven years, and was then elected to the position of justice of the peace, 
which he held two years. He was then elected county and probate judge, and 
this position is still ably filling. In r879 he was married to l\liss Betty Saun
ders, of Faulkner County, a daughter of John H. Saunders, and by her is the 
father of four daughters and one son, all of whom are living. The Judge and 
his wife are worthy members of the Methodist Church, he is one of the 
board of stewards, and is a teacher in the Sunday-school. Socially he is a 
Mason, and is a member of Sugar Loaf Lodge No. 414, in which he has held 
official position. 

DR. E. B. BROWN. The gentleman, the salient points of whose history 
we shall endeavor to give below, is one of the most prominent physicians of 
Christian County, and his experience in civil life has been supplemented by 
the crucial one of witnessing death and the most terrible wounds with their 
attendant surgical operations. Dr. E. B. Brown commends himself most 
pleasantly to those with whom he comes in contact. He is a man of great 
force of character and one whose very presence would soothe a nervous and 
weakened patient. He is well read and informed, not only as regards his pro
fession, but in the current topics of the day. One of the pioneer physicians 
of the Ozark country, he was born in Arkansas, December 5, 1845. and is a 
son of John D. and Jane (Bray) Brown, natives of the Old North State, 
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the former born in 1800 and the latter ip 1?04. .T!le father was perhaps a 
native of Randolph County, and was of EnglIsh ongm. At an early date he 
removed to Arkansas, and soon after to Greene County, Mo., l"ocating on a 
tract of wild prairie land neal' Henderson, which he converted into a fine farm 
and on which he died in 1863 of smallpox. He was a lawyer by profession 
and a man of tact and much natural intelligence. He was in public life a great 
deal, both in North Carolina and Missouri, and was district attorney in North 
Car.olina for a number of years. The office of school commissioner he held 
in Greene County, Mo., for a number of years, and in politics he affiliated with 
the Democratic party, being an active worker for the same and for the public 
good. When the Civil War broke out he was quite wealthy, but lost consid
able during that time. His widow is still living, and is about ninety years of 
age. The children born to this worthy couple were named as follows: Joseph 
Addison, a prominent physician, graduated from the McDonalcl Medical Col
lege of St. Louis, after which he entered upon the practice of his profession at 
Springfield, making his home there for some time prior to the war (he is one of 
the olclest and best known physicians of Greene County, and is a man whom to 
know is to respect); Emeline, wife of William Jessup, of Jamestown, Ark.; 
Lydia (deceased), was the wife of Anderson Pendleton, of Christian County; 
John D., of Lead Hill, Ark., was all through the war in the Confederate Army 
with Gen. Price, and was once wounded; William T., was in the Fecleral Army 
about a year,at the end of which time he was honorably discharged for disability 
caused by measles; and Dr. G. P. S., a practicing physician and surgeon of 
Christian County, and a graduate of the St. Louis College of Physicians and Sur
geons. The paternal grandfather of these children, John Smith Bwwn, was 
born in North Carolina. The early days of our subject were spent in Greene 
and Christian Counties, and when but a boy he evinced a strong liking for the 
medical profession. Graduating at the College of Physicians and Surgeons, 
Keokuk, Iowa, he began practicing his pwfession in 1869, at Ozark, and has 
practiced in this county ever since. He is president of the Medical Associ
ation of Christian County, and a member of the Southwest District and State 
Medical Societies. In politics he is a Democrat, has held the office of county 
coroner, and was United States examining surgeon for a number' of years. 
The Doctor is public spirited and enterprising, and as a physician the county 
can boast of no better. He selected his wife in the person of Miss S. A. 
Clapp, to whom eight children were given: Mary L., a teacher in the high 
school of Billings; John A., who graduated as valedictorian of his class at 
Billings' public schools; Fred H., who is attending St. Louis College of 
Physicians and Surgeons; Ross, Frank, Minnie V., Ned and Joseph. The 
Doctor resides at Billings, and he and family attend the Christian Church. In 
connection with his practice Dr. Brown has a drug store at Billings. He is a 
Mason, a member of Billings Lodge, and is also an Odd Fellow. The Doctor 
has grown up in Christian County, and his practice extends into Greene, Law
rence and Stone Counties. He and family are prominent in all public enter
prises of worth, and are among the leading citizens. 

THOMAS L. VILES. To attain success in any calling, it is necessary that 
a man should be possessed of a keen and discerning mind, with the energy 
and determination to push his business or profession instead of allowing it to 
push him. These qualities are possessed in an eminent degree by Thomas L. 
Viles, who is the able prosecuting attorney of Stone County, in which he has 
made his home for many years. He is a native of Roane County, Tenn., 
where he was born October 3, 1850, a son of John and Martha (Roberts) Viles, 
who were also Tennesseeans. They left the State of their birth when their son 
Thomas L, was a small boy, and located in Illinois; but after remaining in 
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!hat State for two years, came to Missouri, <l;nd in 1854 took up their residence 
In Stone County, In the northern part of whlch they settled on a farm, being 
among its pioneer settlers. In 1862 they moved to Christian County, Mo., 
and there the mothe,r was called from life the same year; she was a devoted 
member of the Bapttst Church. The father enlisted in the Fourteenth Mis
souri Cavalry, and served about.eighteen months, first as orderly sergeant, for 
a few months, and then as first heutenant of Company F. His regiment was 
consolidated with the Eighth Missouri Regiment in 1863, and then, l-eceiving 
hon<;>rable discharge, .returned home. He saw some hard fighting during his 
serVlce, and was a falthful and valuable soldier. After the war was over, he 
began farming in Christian County and there made his home with the three 
children left him by his wife (of whom the subject of this sketch was the 
eldest), for many years. He was a soldier of the Mexican War also, and 
although now in his sixty-eighth year, is yet in the enjoyment of fair health. 
His second marriage was to a Miss Lutterell, by whom he became the father 
of eight children: William, Mary, Susan, John, Ellen, Culberson, Charles and 
Eliza. The mother of the subject of this sketch became the mother of three 
children: Rachel, wife of John Belyeu of Barry County, 1\10.; Mary J., wife 
of Peter H. Price of Christian County, Mo.; and Thomas L., who was the eld
est of her children. She was a daughter of Robert S. Roberts, a pioneer of 
Tennessee, who died in that State. John Viles has been a lifelong Repub
lican, and has been a prominent resident of both Stone and Christian Counties. 
He held the position of postmaster of Highlander, Mo., for some tirae, and 
was also assessor of Stone County. He is now, and has been for many years, 
a member of the Baptist Church. The early life of Thomas L. Viles was spent 
on a farm in Stone County, where he helped to improve and make many acres 
of farming land. He received no schooling in his younger days, and, although 
only a boy when the war came up, he had a strong desire to enlist, but other 
duties and his youth kept him at home until after his father received his dis
charge, when he enlisted in Company K, Forty-sixth Missouri Volunteer 
Infantry, October 4, 1864, when only fifteen years of age. He served until 
May 27, 1865, being principally on post duty throughout southwest Missouri, 
although he participated in some skirmishes. From that time down to 1874 
he devoted his attention to farm work, and in 1870 was united in marriage 
with Miss Elmira Gideon, a daughter of F. M. Gideon of Christian County. 
He then moved to Galena and entered upon the duties of deputy county sheriff 
and county collector, in which capacity he served four years. In 1878 he was 
elected on the Republican ticket to the office of sheriff and collector, was 
reelected in 1880, and served in all four years. He began the study of law in 
1881, and in March, 1884, was admitted to the bar by Judge W. F. Guiger, 
of the Twenty-fourth Judicial Circuit. He then established himself for the 
practice of his profession in Stone County, and, as an able attorney, he soon 
became known throughout the county. In November, 1884, he was elected to 
the office of prosecuting attorney of Stone County, and held the position by 
reelection for a term of six years, and in November, 1892, was again elected 
to the office, the duties of which he is at present discharging in a highly 
satisfactory manner. He has practiced in all the counties of southwest Mis
souri and the Ozark region, and has become well known throughout the State, 
for he has been in public life for the past twenty years. He has always been 
an active member of the Republican party. For some years he has been con
nected with the Masonic lodge, No. 5 I 5, at Galena, and is a member of the 
G. A. R. post at that place. He i~ very public spi,rite<;i, and has beel!- success
ful both professionally and financla~ly. He and hIS WIfe ha\"e a famtly of. f?ur 
children, one of whom, Clarence, dled at the age of five years. Those hV1l1g 
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are John F., who is a man of family, and is in the furniture business at Galena; 
Green, who is attending school at Cassville, Barry County, Mo.; and Frank, 
an infant. Mrs. Viles is a member of the l\'1ethodist Episcopal Church, and is 
a leader in the social circles of Galena. She is a woman of much energy and 
enterprise, and is the proprietress of a first-class hotel at Galena, over \vhich 
she presides in an able and creditable manner. 

CAPT. C. vV. BROWN. This gentleman is the very efficient collector of 
Christian County, Mo., is public spirited, takes a deep interest in all the affairs 
of his section, and is popular and well liked by all classes. Since 1873 he has 
made his home in this county, but was formerly a resident of St. Louis, Mo., 
from which place he enlisted in the Federal Army in May, 1861, becoming a 
member of Gen. Sigel's command, under whom he served during the battles of 
'Nilson's Creek and Pea Ridge. He was afterward in the siege of Vicksburg, 
and during the latter part of the war held the rank of captain. For about two 
years after the war closed he was on duty in Texas, and served in all about 
six years. Afterfollowing various occupations until 1873, he came to Christian 
County, Ark., and engaged in farming in this county, and is the owner of a 
fertile farm of eighty acres six miles southwest of Ozark, where he has a 
comfortable residence. For the past ten years he has traveled throughout 
southern Missouri as a special agent, and is well known from the Kansas line 
to the Iron Mountain Railroad. He has been successful in business, has a 
sufficient amount of this world's goods to keep him in comfort the rest of 
his life, all of which is the result of his own efforts. He has held the position 
of United States timber agent, United States deputy marshal and has been 
postmaster at Ozark, Grant and other places. In politics he has ever been a 
stanch Republican and is a member of the G. A. R. post at Highlandville. In 
December, 1873, he was married in this county to the daughter of John Handy, 
and to them have been born six children. Capt. Brown is one of the best 
known men in southern Missouri, and has numerous friends throughout that 
region as well as in the northern part of Arkansas. 

G. C. SOWDER. There is something essentially American in the life and 
character of the gentleman who is the subject of this sketch. The United 
States has gi\'en rare opportunities to men with courage, honesty of purpose, 
integrity and energy, to achieve success. The bulk of the men who have 
legitimately achieved fortune have been men with the above characteristics, 
and Mr. Sowder is surely one of that stamp. He is the owner of a magnificent 
farm of 400 acres where he is now living, on which he has lived since he came 
to the county in 1868, and 165 acres of this farm are under the plow and in an 
excellent state of cultivation, He has given considerable attention to the 
raising of stock, and was at one time the owner of a saw and grist mill and 
cotton gin. He is a native of vVashington County, Ind., where he was born 
September 12, 1833, a son of John and Polly (Carter) Sowder, the former of 
whom was born in Pennsylvania, resided for a time in the Hoosier State, 
and in 1850 came to Missouri, residing for a time in Gasconade County, but 
eventually dying in Ozark County, where his wife also passed from life. The 
paternal grandfather, Jacob Sowder, was of good old Pennsylvania Dutch stock 
and was a soldier of the Revolution. The maternal grandfather, Jonathan 
Carter, was a Virginian by birth and bringing up. G. C. Sowder was one of 
eleven children born to his parents, nine of whom are now living, and he and 
his sister Sarah Young, are the only members of the family that reside in 
Ozark County. \Vhen the Sowder family took up their residence in Gasconade 
County, ]1.10., the subject of this sketch was but a lad, but prior to this he had 
received some schooling in the State of Indiana, In 1862 he enlisted in Com
pany G, l'IIissouri Home Guards, with which he served the most of the time 
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un.til the war closed, being in many skirmishes during Price's raid through 
Missouri, and proving himself an energetic and faithful soldier. He has always 
warmly supported the principles of the Republican party, is a law-abiding, 
public-spirited and enterprising citizen, is a patron o'f education and, in fact, 
al! worthy enterprises, and he and his family are earnest member5 of the 
Christian Church. In 1858 he led to the hymeneal altar Miss Emily Riden
hour, who died in August, 1859. The following year he married Caroline 
Garner, who bore him one child, Benjamin, who died in 1874. In 1862 1\lr. 
Sowder was again left a widower and in 1866 was married to Louisa (Riden
hour) Hinkle, a sister of his first wife, and to them were born: George \V., 
Rosetta, Lillian (deceased), Janetta (deceased), Edgar and Eddie (twins), 
and Dora, but in August, 1883, father and children were called upon to mourn 
her death. Miss Isabella Hawkens became the fourth wife of Mr. Sowder in 
1884, and three children are the result of this union: Chleo Iowa, Vertie, and 
Wanda M. Mr. Sowder is a member of the G. A. R., is a self-made man, 
and his present prosperity is the result of long continued toil, good manage
ment and sterling integrity. 

THE FULLBRIGHT FAMILY. This is one of the most remarkable and worthy 
families of Boone County, Ark., and about the year 1700 the family tree first 
took root on American soil. The original founder of the family carne to 
America from Holland, made a settlement in Pennsylvania, and was the great
grandfather of the present generation. John Fullbright, his son, is thought to 
have been born in the Keystone State and in all probability was a soldier of 
the Revolution. In 1815 he carne west to Missouri from the Old North State, 
the journey thither being made by wagon, the larger portion of the Fullbright 
family corning at the same time. Here he and his wife died a short time after 
their arrival. Mrs. Fullbright's maiden name was Elizabeth Coulter, and to 
them five sons and five daughters were given, all of whom had reached maturity 
before leaving the East: William, who died in Springfield, Mo., in 1842; Mar
tin, who died in Texas; Daniel, who died in Laclede County, Mo.; John, who 
also died in Laclede County; Judge David reared a family of nineteen children 
and died in Texas; Christina (Gooden); Kittie (Evans); Elizabeth (vVilliams); 
Sallie (Smythers), and Susan (Daniels). John Fullbright and his wife were 
members of the Methodist Episcopal Church. Their son William, well known 
as "Uncle Billy," married Ruth Hollingsworth and moved to Missouri, thence 
to Tennessee, and in 1829 returned to Missouri and made his home at what is 
now known as Fullbright Springs, in Greene County, and cultivated land 
almost up to what is now the public square of Springfield. He was a very 
highly respected citizen of his day, became wealthy and died September 22, 
1842, his wife dying May 30, 1874. Both were members of the Christian 
Church. He was born in the Old North State January 8, 1785. and at his 
death left a fine property valued at $100,000 to be divided among his children, 
which numbered twelve sons and one daughter: Ephraim. who is living in 
Boone County and is now eighty-six years old; Levi. who is living in Laclede 
County, Mo., at the age of eighty-four years; Rhoda became the wife of Samuel 
Weaver and died in 1830; Henry has resided in Boone County, Ark., since the 
war; John L. died in Greene County in 1893; Alexander died in infancy; 
David lived and died in Springfield, Mo.; Wilson lived in Lawrence County, 
but died in Springfield; Eli died after reaching manhood; Samuel died in 
Springfield; William died in Lawrence County, Mo.; Elcanah died in infancy, 
and Daniel, the youngest son, lives at Valley Springs, Ark. Henry Fullbright 
was born in North Carolina November 25, 1814. He was reared to farm life 
in Missouri and Tennessee, and in 1829 became a resident of Springfield. 
About 1834 or 1835 he began the mercantile business in Springfield under the 
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firm name of Fullbright & Son, but when only nineteen years old was elected 
to the offiee of constablc, and latcr to the position of county judge, eventually 
receiving the appointment of receiver from President Pierce in the Land Office. 
He held other offices in Greene County up to 1861, when he moved to Arkan
sas, and at the close of the war took up his residence in Boone County and 
started in the arduous work of rebuilding his fortune. Being a man of shrewd 
business views he has been suecessful. He was married in 1838 to Isabel, 
daughter of Col. William Sanders. She was born in Kentucky, was reared in 
Indianapolis, Ind., and with her father came to Greene County, Mo., in 1837. 
After living for a number of years in Springfield, she came with her husband 
to Arkansas, and here died July 11, 1870. She had seven children, four of 
whom are living: J oannah, wife of S. IVI. Jessup, of Texas; 'William S .. who 
was killed during the Civil 'War in a skirmish in Christian County, Mo.; Henry 
A., \vho is a farmer and stockman, of Boone County, Ark.; Mary J., wife of 
Benjamin Burns. died in Stone County, Ark.; Samuel, who is blind, Jives in 
Texas; Thomas, also of Texas. and David M., deeeased. Henry Fullbright 
has been almost a lifelong member of the Christian Church, and he and the 
late Gov. Phelps, of Missouri, were great friends. Daniel N. Fullbright was 
born in Pulaski County, Mo., March 14, 1830, his parents being vVilliam and 
Ruth (Hollingsworth) Fullbright. I-Ie was but a few weeks old when the 
family settled in Greene County, Mo., and in the town of Springfield he 
attained manhood and acquired a practical education, later finishing his edu
cation in Bethany College, Virginia, where he remained two years. At the age 
of twenty years he left school and was married soon after to Miss Emmalet 
Weaver, a daughter of Joseph Weaver, Sr., and moved to Lawrencc County, 
Mo., where he made his home until 1857, being engaged in farming and raising 
stock. During the time he resided there he was elected to the office of sheriff, 
but did not want the office and soon resigned. In 1857 he made up a wagon 
train and took a thousand cattle across the plains to California, which expe
dition he organized in company with C. H. Crawford. who was killed by the 
Indians and buried in the mountains of California. They started April 17, 
1857, and arrived at their destination in August, and although they met with 
many thrilling adventures on the long journey, were not seriously delayed or 
molested by Indians. They purchased a claim in Plumas County, on which 
they lived until 1858, when they moved to Feather River to escape the Indians, 
and there continued to reside until the fall of that year, when they went to the 
Sacramento Valley. There they sold their stock and took a steamer for the 
States, coming home via the Isthmus of Panama. Mr. Fullbright took his 
wife and baby daughter, Judith R., with him across the plains and they 
stood the journey well, the health of Mrs. Fullbright being greatly improved 
by life in the open air. They located on a farm three miles south of 
Springfield, Mo .. and there made their home until 1862, when Mr. Fullbright 
enlisted in Price's army and served until the war closed. In 1862 he helped 
raise an Arkansas regiment of Jackman's brigade, of which he was appointed 
lieutenant-colonel. In the battle of Pea Ridge he was wounded twice, once by 
grapeshot and once by a gunshot. In that engagement he also had his hand 
badly injured by a falling branch from a tree. He was with Price in all his 
engagements in Missouri, and during the forty-five days tha-t he was out with 
him he lost twenty-six of his men. He was in many skirmishes, but at all 
times showed the utmost courage and good judgment, and his men came to 
place the utmost confidence in him. He had his collar-bone broken on the 
Missouri raid and rode 200 miles into Texas, but was there compelled to 
retire from the service for a short time. After the war he located in Izard 
County, Ark., raised a crop of cotton and in I866 moved where he now lives, 
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which was then considered a part of Carroll County. He lived for one year 
on the farm on which his brother Ephraim now lives, then moved to the vil
lage of Valley Springs. In May, 1867, together with Capt. T. J. Morrison, he 
opened a mercantile store there, and they continued in business together for 
about sixteen years. In 1883 Mr. Fullbright became the sale proprietor and 
carried on the business alone until 1888, when he sold his store to S. W. 
Pierce, but still carried on his farming and stock business, which occupations 
have received his attention ever since. He has bought and shipped stock to all 
points of the North and South, owns large tracks of land in Boone and l\'1arion 
Counties, a very large proportion of which is rich in minerals, and has 1,000 
acre~ under cultivation. All told he has about 3,500 acres. He has been one 
of the most successful men in Boone County, and is one of the worthiest citi
zens of the county, for he gives liberally of his means in the support of worthy 
causes, and has helped to build up the schools of Valley Springs. He donated 
the ground and at his own expense erected one of the finest country school 
buildings in the county. No man in that entire section has done more for its 
improvement than has he, and the respect and regard which is accorded him 
is but his just due. He was also a liberal contributor to the erection of the 
substantial school building at Valley Springs, where some of the brightest 
talent of the State has been educated. In other ways, too numerous to men
tion, he has shown himself to be truly philanthropical and liberal. As a mer
chant, his many sterling traits of character won him a liberal patronage, for it 
soon came to be known that his word could at all times be relied upon, and 
he continued in the business for about twenty-five years. Mr. Fullbright has 
attributed much of his success in life to his amiable and intelligent wife who 
at all times proved a helpmate and a safe counselor. She was the first white 
child born in Greene County, Mo., April 23, 1831, being the daughtetof Joseph 
Weaver. She was reared and educated in Springfield, and was married at the 
age of twenty. Prior to their journey to California they lost a baby daughter, 
Flora A., and reared only their daughter, Judith R., who married Dr. John G. 
Hale. Mr. Fullbright and his wife are members of the Christian Church. He 
is a member of the Valley Springs Lodge No. 458, of the A. F. & A. M. He 
has always been a Democrat. His son·in-law, Dr. John G. Hale, was born in 
Tennessee, September 10, 1848, to Thomas and Fannie (Wellborn) Hale, who 
moved to Texas in 1849, made a home in Red River County, and where the 
father died in 1887. He was a soldier in the Confederate Army in the Trans
Mississippi Department and became a thrifty and well-to-do farmer. His 
father, Guy Hale, was of English descent and was a soldier in the Creek 
Indian \Nar. The mother was born in Tennessee, and died in 1869, having 
borne her husband four children: John G.; Elizabeth (Flemming), living in 
Texas; Thomas J. and Johnson W. The Doctor was educated in McKenzie 
College, and in 1876 took up the study of medicine with Dr. Hickerson at 
Valley Springs, Mo., and later graduated from the Jefferson Medical College 
of Philadelphia. Penn., taking a post-graduate course in the same institution in 
1890. His first practice was done at Valley Springs, and although he prac· 
tices all branches of his profession he has made a speciality of diseases of the 
throat. nose and ear. The Doctor has been a resident of Boone County since 
1869, and was married in 187oto Judith R. Fullbright, who was born in Greene 
County, Mo., September 7, 1852, and was educated in St. Louis. The Doctor 
and his wife ha\"e five children: Fannie E., Dan Abbott, \Vilburn \V., Helen and 
Judith G. Dr. Haleisamember of.the.K. of .1':, SpringfieldL<;>dge ~o. 2!3,a~d 
politically is a Democrat and actIve m pohtlCS. He and hIS famIly hved !P. 

Springfield from 1887 to 1891, and in addition to following his practice he has 
given considerable attention to farming and the handling of stock. Dr. Hale 
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and his wife move in the highest social circles, arc finely educated and have 
a beautiful and comfortable home, the abode of refinement and good taste. 
Ephraim Fullbright, brother of Daniel, was born in North Carolina, January 
I3, 18°9, and became a resident of Missouri when it was a Territory. He was 
married in Callaway County, that State, to Elizabeth Yount, and by her 
became the father of eight children, all of whom reached their majority. At the 
opening of the war Mr. Fullbright came to Arkansas and located on his pres
ent farm ncar Valley Springs. He has devoted his life to fanning and stock 
raising and has accumulated a handsome property. His wife died February 
20, 11::89. He has always been a Democrat, has long been a member of the 
Christian Church, and is one uf the most noted pioneers of south west M is
souri. He is the eldest member oEthe Fullbright family, is now eighty-five years 
of a"e and makes his home with his granddaughter Miss Mary E. Fullbright. 
Hisbchildren were F. M., John Y .. Henry David, \Villialll \V., Tditha, Abbie 
(\Nalker), Mary and Sclita Ann (Smith). F. IVI. lives in Boone COllnty, /\rk.; 
John Y. at Springfield, Mo.; Henry D. and William \V. were killed during the 
the war; A. B. (vValker) and Mary arc clead, and Selita died after her mar
riage with Jasper Smith. 

V. C. Bj{ATTO~. This gentleman is the owner of a well-conducted mer
cantilt: establishillent at Marshall, and is an enterprising and wide·awake man 
of affairs. He was born at Wiley's Cove, Searcy County, July 19,1860, being the 
eldest of a family of eight children born to J ames and Dicy A. ( I latchctt) 
Bratton, who arc still residen~s of vViley's Cove, where they are well respected 
and have a wide circle of friends and acquaintances. Theyouthful days of V. 
C. Bratton were passed in learning the details of fanning- and in attending the 
common schools of the vicinity, where he secured a practical educatioIl, in 
every way sufficient to lit him for the ordinary duties of life. 'When still quitl! 
young in years he took up book-keeping, and in 18:-:6 was elected to the clerk
ship of Searcy County, a position he filled with Ill'lrked ability [or [our years, 
and to the entire satisfaction of all concerned as well as to that of his Demo
cratic constituents. He has been quite active in the political affairs of his sec
tion, and has been a delegate to a number of State conventions. He is a member 
of 1\[arsha11 Lodges of the A. F. & A. M. and the 1. U. O. F., in the former 
order of which he has held the ofilce of secretary, and in the latter that of 
noble grand. In 1889 he opened a mercantile establishment at Marshall. I-Ie 
has conducted his business affairs entirely alone lip to the present tillie, and 
owing to honorable business methods, undeviating industry and to the fact 
that he keeps an excellent line of goods and is reasonable in his prices, he has 
built up a patronage eminently satisfactory in every way. His annual sales 
amount to about $15,000, and he keeps constantly on hand a stock valued at 
$3,5°0. Mr. Bratton's wife was formerly 1\1 iss Nettie Greenhaw, a daughter of 
G. B. Greenhaw, a sketch of whom appears in this work, and he and his wife 
arc the parents of one child. Una R. Capt. G. B. Greenhaw has been a 'resident 
of Searcy County since 1854, but was born in Tennessee, October 19, 1841, a 
son of James and Usley (Brumley) Greenhaw, who came to Arkansas at the 
same time as their son and settled on Richland Creek, where the father tilled 
the soil. He was an Alabamian, and died in Marshall in r875, his widow sur
viving him until 1893, when she too passed away in Marshall. They reared a 
family of nine children, six of whom survive, four being residents of this 
county. The Greenhaw:; arc of French descent, and some of the early mem
bers of the family took part in the Revolutionary War and the War of 1812. 
Capt. G. B. Greenhaw was but thirteen years of age when he first saw Searcy 
County, and after obtaining such education as could be had in the public 
schools of that day he, in 1860, started out to do for himself. lIe was married 
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in October of that year to Miss Mary Ethridge, a daughter of William Eth
ridge. In IS62 Mr. Greenhaw took up arms in defense of the Confederate 
cause, for which he fought gallantly and well until the war closed. He was 
on the Price raid and commanded a company in that memorable campaio-n. 
Prior to this, however, he was located with his command on Calf Creek a"nd 
was a rarticipant in a number of pitched battles. In 1868 he took up his resi
dence 111 Marshall, opened a well-appointed mercantile establishment and con
ducted the same for about twenty years, during which time he also successfully 
carried on farming. He has ever been a Democrat sympathizer and is a mem
ber of the Masonic order,in which he has held the office of trustee, and his wife 
is a memb~r. of the Methodist Episcopal Church South, and they are highly 
respected citizens. He has been one of the leading men of the county for 
many years, has been a delegate to various State and National conventions, 
and is one of the most public.spirited citizens of Marshall. His life has been 
a useful, honorable and prosperous one, and of him it may well be said, .. Well 
done, thou good and faithful servant." He and his wife reared a family of 
seven children to honorable manhood and womanhood: Franklin P., Nettie, 
G. B., Mollie, Barton, Myrtle and Ras. 

WILLIAM ROBERTS. 'vVilliam Roberts is one of the wealthy pioneer citi
zens of Christian County, and has resided on his present property for the past 
twenty-five years. He is a native of East Tennessee, born in Hamilton 
County, February IS, 1823, and his parents, Jacob and Elizabeth (Groves) 
Roberts, were natives of Tennessee also. The grandfather, \Villiam Roberts, 
was a native of the Old North State and a soldier in the Revolution. He was 
one of the early pioneers of Tennessee, but at an early date came to l\Iissouri 
and settled in this part of the State, dying in Texas County about ISjO. The 
father of our subject came to this State with his parents, but he had married 
in Tennessee. He located about six miles from Sparta, then in Taney County, 
and died on the old home place, which was located on Swan Creek, about IS7S. 
His wife died in Tennessee when our subject was about three years old. Six 
children were born to this union: Lucy, Anna, Coswell, Katie, Eliza, and 
William, the subject of this sketch. Only the last named and Anna are now 
living, both in this county, and the latter the wife of Harvey Berkhardt. All 
the children grew to mature years, and all but Katie married and reared 
families. Jacob Roberts was married the second time after coming to 
Missouri, but no children were born to that union. He took part in the Jack
son war and was at New Orleans and ]\'Iobile on January 8, 181S, when 
Packenham's British Army was driven from our land. During- the Civil 
War he was a stanch Union man, but was too old to enlist. In political 
matters he was a Republican; the family attended the Baptist Church. Of the 
children born to his first marriage, Coswell and our subject took part in the 
Rebellion. The former was in the State service, Company H, Seventy-second 
Regiment, as was also our subject, and both were in many engagements and 
skirmishes. Coswell died in 1890. He was a man universally respected and 
esteemed, and a substantial and progressive farmer. In politics he was a 
Republican :lnd in religion a Baptist. In 1843 the Roberts family settled 
in Christian County, and our subject was then about twenty-one years of age. 
Previous to leaving his native State, when about nineteen years of age, he 
married Miss Mary Berkhardt, a native of Tennessee, where her parents died. 
After coming to this county, !\Ir. Roberts located on Swan Creek, where 
he followed farming for about twelve years. From there he moved to 
a farm about two miles from Sparta, but in 1867 he settled on the farm where 
he now lives, one and a half miles from Sparta, where he now owns 740 acres 
in one of the best farming belts in this part of the county. Over 600 acres are 
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under cultivation, and his farm is considered one of the best in the county. 
His success as a farmer and business man is due to his energy and persever
ance. He advocates the principles of the Republican party, and is a member 
of the G. A. R. post at Sparta. Mr. Roberts lost his first wife after coming to 
Missouri. To this union were born nine children, as follows: Elizabeth, wife 
of Henry Adams; Mary, wife of H. Shipman; l\1da, wife of M. Smith; Eliza, 
wife of Frank Hall; \Villiam, married, resides east of Sparta; Oliver, married, 
and residing near the old home place; Martha,. deceased, was the wife of 
Samuel Harris; Patterson, a stockman, is residing 111 Sparta; and Marcina, wife 
of John \Varner, resides in Douglas County. 1\1r. Rubert's second union was 
with Miss \Vrightsman. j\t one time Ollr subject was engaged in the sawmill 
business on Swan Creek, and made a success of that, but at the same time he 
did not neglect his farm or stock interests. Aside from the 740 acres where 
he now lives, l\Ir. Roberts owns 180 acres cast of :-;parta, almost 1,000 acres of 
the best land in the county. It is all well improved. He is public-spirited 
and progressive, and a man well and favorably known througllOut this section. 
Two children have been born to his second union, Lewis and Amy. 

\\lILLlA~! R. BIWOKSlIEI<, SIC It is with true interest that the biographer 
takes up his pen to write of the Brookshe1' family. ont.: of the prominent ones 
of the county, and one of its members, \V. R. Brooksher, Sr., who is actively 
engaged in agricultural pursuits. This represt.:rltative citizen was burn in 
South Carolina April 16, IR2g, a son of Samuel and Nancy (\Nilson) Brook
sht.:r, both of whom were born in South Carolina, and grandson of :-;. Bwok
sher, who was a soldier of the Revolution. The family was founded in this 
country by Surft Brooksher, who came from Germany in an early day, and 
located in South Carolina, where he spent the rest of his days. The maternal 
grandfather, Vincent Wilson, moved from ncar Rockbridge, Va., to South 
Carolina, finally to Georgia, anc! passed horn life in that State. :-;amuel and 
l'\ancy Brooksher moved to Georgia from the l'almdto State, and in that 
State the mother passed from life. In IKK2 the father came to Marion County, 
Ark., and was here called from life four years later. I I e and his wife were the 
parents of six children: Rachel C., \Villiam R., Lucinda, \Vashington B., Mary 
and l\nn. William R. and Washington B. were soldiers of the Civil \Var, and 
the latter is now residing in Georgia. \Villiam R. Brooksher came to Marion 
County, Ark., in I H6g, ancl located on the farm of 200 acres OIl which he is 
now rt.:siding-, which he has since been successfully engaged in tilling, and on 
which he has given considerable attention to the raising of stock. I [e was 
married to l\Iiss Bestt.:r B. Hefner, a daughter of Levi anrl Lavica (Jones) 
Hefner, who were Gt.:orgians, in which State Mrs. Brooksh~r first saw the light 
in IR36. Her union with Mr. Brooksher has resulted in the birth of the fol
lowing children: Leonidas B .. a farmer; Ella, widow of Worth Johnson; Edith, 
wife of].]. Briggs; William R., Jr., the Doctor; Thomas D.; :-;amucl L.; Mol
lie; Ola; and Loula. \Vashington, Brazille and Felton arc dead. Mr. Brook
sher and his wife are mcmbers of the l\lethodist Episcopal Church South, 
and he is a member of Yellville Lodge of the A. F. & A. M. In IR62 he 
enlisted in Company C, Fourth (xeorgia Cavalry, and served three years, par
ticipating in many bloody engagements, and although the blanket which he 
carried was pierct.:d by four bullets, he was ullinjured during his service. Mr. 
Brooksher is a substantial citizen and public-spirited gentleman, and has done 
much to make :'.Iarion County the prosperous agricultural region that it is. 

lJuT"ro;o,; J. REy>;oI.I>S. Dutton J. Reynolds, county clerk, is one of the 
must efficient, faithful and painstaking offict.:rs Stont.: County has ever had, and 
in discharging tht.: functions of his office, he has shown the utmost courtesy to 
all with whom ht.: has come in contact, and has won innumerable friends. He 
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is a product of the Blue Grass State, born in Jackson County September 9,1861, 

and t~le son of Thomas H. and Margaret (Jones) Reynolds. The father was 

born In O~vsley County,. Ky., a~out 1830, of English descent, and of a promi

nent <;>ld I-Sentu~ky family. HIS father, Pleasant Reynolds, was born in North 

Carolina, In which State the founders of the family settled, when coming to 

this country. The father of our subject made his home in his native State 

until 1875, when he moved to Madison County, Ark., where he remained until 

1880. In that year he came to Stone County and located at Carr, where he 

now lives and where he is postmaster. During the Civil War he served in the 

Forty-seventh Kentucky Volunteer Regiment and is a pensioner. \Vhile 

res!d!ng !n Ke.ntucky he held the office of justice of the peace, and since 

resldlllg In this county he has been postmaster at Carr for nine years. In 

political matters he affiliates with the Republican party. Mr. Reynolds is a 

wealthy man and one of the county's most worthy citizens. Mrs. Reynolds 

was born in Kentucky and was the daughter of Dutton Jones. She died in 

1869, when about thirty years of age. Four children were the fruits of this 

union, all but one now living: Dutton J.; John S.; William F., deceased, and 

Daniel A. The father is a worthy member of the Primitive Baptist Church 

and his wife held membership in the same. Previous to his marriage to our 

subject's mother Mr. Reynolds had been married, and after her death he was 

married the third time. Our subject, the eldest of the above mentioned family, 

spent his early youth in discharging such duties as fall to the lot of the farmer's 

boy, and after receiving a practical education in the schools of the district he 

spent some time in those of Huntsville, Madison County, Ark. After leaving 

school he became a teacher, but he also followed that profession while attend

ing the higher schools, in order to pay his way. After teaching a few years in 

Stone County he took a trip to the State of \Vashington, also to Oregon, where 

he engaged in the saw-mill business, remaining there a number of years. He 

then returned to this county and located at Carr, where he engaged in mer

chandising with his father whom later he bought out. Afterward he followed 

the business by himself for some time and then in partnership with his brother, 

who is now in business in Carr. In 1888 he was elected to the office of assessor 

of Stone County, held that position two years, and in 1890 was elected to his 

present position, which he fills in a very satisfactory manner. ·When elected 

clerk, he moved to Galena, where his pleasant home is presided over by his 

excellent wife, who was formerly Miss Myrtle E. Graves, a native of Livingston 

County, Mo. Her parents, John D. and Ella (Hassman) Graves, are natives 

of Missouri, and now reside near Galena. Mr. Graves is a machinist and a 

farmer by occupation. To our subject and wife has been born one child, a 

daughter, Eda Lucile. Mr. Reynolds has always been interested in the wel

fare of the Republican party and is an ardent supporter of its principles. He 

is very popular in the county, having many warm friends, and was elected to 

his present position by a large majority. He is self-educated and self-made, 

and is considered one of the best business men in the county. Socially he is 

a Mason, a member of Galena Lodge No. 515, and has held the office of secre

tary of the same. He owns considerable property in Galena and a fine farm 

in the south part of the county. 
JOHN KINTREA. Among the countless industries of the United States, 

there are none which attracts more universal attention than that of merchan

dising. Among those prominently engaged in this occupation in Taney 

County, is John Kintrea, who has a fine store at Kirbyville. This gentleman 

was born at 'vVoodstock, February 28, 1852, and, no doubt, inherits his perse

verance, industry and sturdy traits of character from his .Scotch ancestors. 

His father, James Kintrea, was born in Glasgow, Scotland, 11l 18:0, and when 
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a young man emigrated to Canada. Later he. found I~is way to Mis~ouri and 
followed the painter's trade at Springfield, wh!le a res~dent of tl~a.t .C1ty. His 
death occurred in Oregon on the 4th of July, 1893, whIle there ":lsltIng. Polit
ically he was a Democrat and socially a Mason of a number ot ~ears' stand
ing. He was well known and well respected all over Greenr: ~ounty. He 
married Miss Margaret Katna, a native of Scotland, born neaT Edmburgh, who 
died in Springfield in 1890. Ten children v.:e:-e born to th.1s worthy couple, 
five sons and five daughters, all but two surv1v1~g: Agnes, w:fe of John Edger
ton, of Portland, Ore.; Margaret, single, resIdes at I il:n~, Canada; John, 
subject; William, single, resides at Springfield where he IS tn tl.le dry goods 
business; Belle. wife of Dr. Bissett, of Springfield; James, mar.ned, resides at 
Portland, Ore.; Catherine, wife of William Thompson, resIdes at Paris, 
Canada; Jennie, wife of Thomas Flittan, resides at Parsons, ~an.; while Val
entine and Frank both died young. The parents of t.hese chtldre~ were act
ive members of the Presbyterian Church. Our subject spent hIs boyhood 
days in his native county and in addition to a good common-school education, 
attended the Komoko Seminary in Middlesex County, Canada. When eight
een or nineteen years of age he came to Greene County and clerked in' the 
store of J. H. Minehardt for four years. After that he was in the employ of 
Charles H. Heel', with whom he remained eight years, being his traveling 
salesman for a number of years. In 1883 he embarked in business for him
self at Roy, Douglas County, Mo., and followed merchandising about two years 
and a half in company with his father-in-law, J. E. Smith. He then sold out 
and in 1886 located at Forsyth, where he remained five months. After that he 
came to Kirbyville and has since been actively engaged in merchandising and 
handling cotton. He has a cotton gin and a mill for grinding corn, and buys 
nearly all the cotton in this part of the county. He is doing an extensive 
business, and in 1892 he sold 543 bales of cotton. He also handles stock and 
grain and is one of the leading business men in Taney County. In merchan
dising he does an annual business of from $50,000 to $60,000, and also does 
a large business in the wholesale line. He has a line of teams between Chad
wick and his store and handles a large amount of goods of all kinds. In 
political matters he is with the Democratic party, but docs not aspire to office. 
All his property has been accumulated by his own efforts and he has been 
unusually successful. He owns a half interest in the Ferguson, .Kintrea Drug 
Co., of Springfield, which does an extensive retail and wholesale business, and 
carries a stock of goods valued at $20,000. This company was incorporated in 
1892, with a capital stock of $30,000. John R. Ferguson is the president, John 
Kintrea is vice-president, E. N. Ferguson, secretary and treasurer. This com
pany is doing the largest business of any drug hOllse in the Southwest. Until 
lately, Mr. Kintrea owned stock in the Central National Bank of Springfield. 
He owns considerable property at Kirbyville and a good residence property 
at Springfield. Fraternally, he is a member of the K. of H. order at Spring
field. Mr. Kintrea selected his wife in the person of Miss Narcissa Smith, a 
native of Springfield an~ the daughter of Hon. J. E. Smith, who formerly resided 
there, but now makes hIS home at Roy, Douglas County. Mr. and Mrs. Kin
trea are the parents of four children, as follows: Bertie Belle, Katie M., Frank 
and John E. Mr. Kintrea is doing a banking business only to accommodate 
the people of the neighborhood, and he is the largest taxpayer in the county. 

\VI~LIAM A. H;"LLI!lURTON. Few, if any, among those engagee! in the 
occ~patJ(:m of farm:ng Il1 S~one County, Ar~., .maintain a higher reputation 
for II1tellJgence, thnft and Il1dustry than WIllIam A. Halliburton. He was 
born. in Jackson, Tenn., July 11,1842, to Benjat;lin and Kansas P. (Holliman) 
HallIburton, who were natives of North Carol1l1a and Tennessee respectively. 
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The father was a. sm~ll child when taken by his parents to Tennessee, but he 
grew up and married m Jackson County. He came with his family to Arkansas 
in 1852, and located in the neighborhood of Bickhorn his farm at that time 
being a heavily wo~ded tract. He was a good all-around mechanic, and could 
mll;ke. almo~t anythmg that .he und.ertook to do, ~nd was especially good in 
bUlldmg chimneys and makmg chairs. In 1862 he Joined a company of cavalry, 
but was taken sick at Holly Springs, Miss., and there died, at the age of forty
four years. His widow survived him until 1890, at the age of seventy-two 
years. They were members of the Methodist Church and were worthy and 
highly-respected citizens, and reared their children to honorable maturity. 
William A. was th~ eldest of the family, and is one of the four surviving 
members. He received a practical common school education, but dropped his 
books to enter the Confederate service, and June 6, 1861, joined the Seventh 
Arkansas Infantry, serving in the central army until the war closed. After 
fout years and seven days'service he returned home June 13, 1865. with the 
rank of orderly sergeant, having surrendered at Greensboro, N. C. He was in 
the battles of Shiloh, where he was shot through the hand, Perryville, Mur
freesboro, Chickamauga, Mission Ridge, all the engagements of the Georgia 
campaign and those around Atlanta. He was captured at Jonesboro, Ga., and 
after a few days' captivity at Nashville was exchanged. He was shot in the 
face at Franklin, Tenn., which wound was a very severe one. He was also at 
Bentonville, N. C., and was a participant in many skirmishes. His health was 
always quite good, and this, together with his rebel uniform, $1.25 in money 
and his gun, was all he had to begin anew the battle of life. For some time 
thereafter he worked the Ivy farm on shares, rented land for one year, and in 
1870 bought forty acres of land where he now lives, which tract was then 
heavily covered with timber, with the exception of eight acres. He now has 
something over 320 acres in the home place and 320 elsewhere, a portion of 
which is on the river near Conditt's store. He has been operating a cotton 
gin since 1878, and now owns a good steam gin at Conditt's store. He has 
about 250 acres of land under cultivation, and the valuable property of which 
he is now the owner represents many years of hard work, thrift and shrewd 
management. After discharging the duties of justice of the peace for ten 
or twelve years, he declined to fill the office any longer. In the fall of 1866 
he was married to Mrs. Mary P. Ivy, daughter of J. B. Conditt, widow of 
Thomas Ivy, and to their union three sons and three daughters have been 
given: Benjamin B., William C., Washington A., Elizabeth (wife of James 
Evetts), Tennessee and Edna V. The mother of these children bore her hus
band three children: James W., Mollie and Tommy Ivy. Mr. and Mrs. Halli
burton are members of the Missionary Baptist Church, and politically he is a 
Democrat. 

COL. J. N. COFFEY. This worthy old pioneer deserves the most honorable 
mention within the pages of this volume, for he has ever been a representa
tive of the honorable, industrious and law-abiding class, and has done his full 
share in helping to make Arkansas one of the most favored States in the 
Union. He was born in Lincoln County, Tenn .• April 15, 1819, a son of John 
and Margaret (Boskin) Coffey, both of whom were born in South Carolina, 
the birth of the former occurring in Lancaster District. It is supposed that 
three brothers of the Coffey family came from Ireland and settled in this 
country prior to the Revolution, and it is a family tradition that John Coffey, 
the paternal grandfather, was a member of the Colo?ial Army and took part 
in that struggle. John .Coffey, the father of the subject of }h;s sketch, was a 
participant in the Flonda War, was an early settler of WIlliamson County, 
Tenn., afterward of Lincoln County, and later removed to \Vest Tennessee, 
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dying in Fayette County, in 1843, at the age of seventy years. After his 
death his widow removed to Vv'oodruff County, Ark., in 1848. Both were 
members of the Presbyterian Church, and throughout a well-spent life he 
followed the occupation of farming. Their childrep are as follows: Elizabeth, 
William, Hugh, David P., James, Jonathan N .. Jane, ::'usan, Isabel and Margaret, 
and one that died young. The subject of this sketch is the only one of the 
family that is now living. He made his home with his parents until he was 
twenty-three years old, grew up on a farm and received such education as the 
primitive schools of his day afforded. He was married in Tennessee to Miss 
Parmelia Cloyd, a daughter of John Cloyd, who died in Tennessee. After his 
marriage he moved to Arkansas and settled in Woodruff County, where he made 
his home until [850. He then spent six years in 'vVhite County, twelveyearsin 
Newton County, and then moved to the farm where he now lives, containing roo 
acres, three miles southeast of Harrison on the Springfield road. When he first 
came to the State he entered some Government land at $1.25 per acre. He 
has been successful from a business standpoint, was engaged for some time in 
the tannery business in Newton County, but has always followed the occupa
tion of farming. Ht: was elected to represent Boone County in the State Leg
islature in 1874-5, and has always been active in the support of the men and 
measures of the Democrat party, with the exception of the time that he was 
an Old Line Whig in an early day. He is a member of the Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church, is an elder in the same, is active i11 all church and school 
work, and all moral measures are heartily and substantially supported by him. 
By his first wife he became the father of the following children: John, Tandy, 
William B., David, Spencer and R. E.Coffey, and after the death of his wife in 
1863, he, in 1864, wedded Elizabeth McPherson, to whom six childrt:n were 
given, three of whom are living: Oscar, Garland and Lena L. In [879 the 
second wife was called to that bourne whenct: no traveler returns, and for his 
third wife he espoused Mrs. M. A. Wynns, a native of North Ca.rolina, and a 
daughter of William and Anna (Spencer) McCarver, both of whom are dead. 
The present Mrs. Coffey came to this county from Texas in 1865, with hel
first husband, Joseph Wynns, who died in Boone County in 1867. Tht:y had 
four children: Bird, R. B., Fannie A. and J. C., all residents of this county. 

ELIHU C. BECKHAM. The requirements necessary for the slIcct:ssful filling 
of the office of assessor are accuracy, faithfulness and energy, and all these 
requirements are possessed by Mr. Beckham, who is universally pronounced 
to be one of the most capable assessors Stone County has ever had. He was 
born in Hardin County, near the Wayne County, Tenn., line, July 13, 1840, a 
son of Joshua oM. and Catherine (Hinkle) Beckman, the former of whom was 
born in Orange County, N. c., May 14, 1816, and died in Stone County, Ark., 
February 3, 1888. The mother was born in Alabama, December 26, 1819, and 
died here November 1 I, 1863. Upon the removal of the Beckham family from 
North Carolina to Tennessee, Joshua M. was a child of five years and grt:w up 
in \iVayne and Hardin Counties, was married in the latter county, and his 
union resulted in the birth of six sons and five daughters. After the death of 
the wife and mother he married the widow Cartwright, who bore him two chil
dren and died in 1875. They were members of the Flatwoods Missionary 
Baptist Church, of which they were among the earliest members, and socially 
Mr. Beckham was a member of Zion Lodge No. ro, of Batesville, A. F.& F. M. 
Although always a Democrat in politics, his father and brothers were Whigs_ 
His father, Greene Beckham, was born at about the time of the closing of the 
Revolutionary War, and was named in honor of Gen. Nathaniel Greene. His 
father was a soldier of that war. He was a farmer and died in Wayne County, 
Tenn., in 1863. His grandfather came to this country from England. Elihu C. 
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Beckham, whose name heads this sketch, was the second child born to his parents 
and obtained the most of his education at home, by self application. October 
27, 1861, he joined Company D, Fourteenth Arkansas Infantry, and was under 
the command of Capt. C. C. Elkins. The following spring, when the regiment 
was consolidated with Lemoyne's and commanded by Col. John McCarven, 
he became a member of Com pany K, Twenty-first Arkansas Infantry, and held 
the rank of sergeant. He remained with this command until the surrender in 
May, 1865, at J\Iarshall, Tex., having been a member of the Trans-Mississippi 
Department. He was in many battles: Farmington, Miss., Corinth, Iuka, Port 
Gibson, Baker's Creek, Black River Bridge, where he was taken prisoner May 
16, 1863, and was taken to Camp Morton, Indianapolis, Ind. A short time 
after he was removed to Ft. Delaware, where he was kept in captivity from 
June 11,1863, until September IS of the same year. From that time until 
December, 1863, he was kept at Point Lookout, after which be was paroled at 
Richmond the first part of 1864. On the 8th of February he was caught within 
the Federal lines in Arkansas and was sent to Little Rock for a time, and then 
to Rock Island, Ill., July 6,1864, from which place he was sent,January 17, 
1865, to New Orleans, was exchanged at the mouth of the Big Red River, and 
in February, 1865, rejoined his command, at Shreveport, La. He traveled in 
twenty different States and covered over 10,000 miles during the three years 
seven months and thirteen days that he was in the service. October 4, 1862, 
he was wounded at Corinth by a ball in the back of the neck. After the war 
was over his sole possessions consisted of a little change, $}60 in silver, and 
an old gun, but with characteristic energy he at once set to work to till the 
soil, but realizing the value of a good education he attended school for some 
time during 1866, and in 1868 became assistant teacher, at Flatwood; in 1867 
he went to Hardin County, made a crop, and in the fall of that year returned 
home, began clerking in a dry goods store in Riggsville, continuing a few 
months. He then resumed farming, and after his crop of 186g had been laid 
by he once more resumed teaching, and followed this occupation in addition 
to farming up to 1886. He is now the owner of a good farm of 236 acres, on 
which he lives and 100 acres in another tract, and has in all 100 acres under 
cultivation. For ten or fifteen years after the war he did as much hunting as 
anything, for game was very plentiful throughout this section. Eight years 
since he was elected tax assessor of Stone County, was reelected two years 
later, was then out one term, and in 1892 was again elected, this time on the 
People's ticket. He is one of the most popular officials and as a law-abiding 
and substantial citizen has an excellent reputation. He is a member of Flat
woods Missionary Baptist Church, is high priest in the A. F. & A. 1\1., Blue 
Mountain Chapter No. 62, and is also a member of the 1. O. O. F. His wife, 
whose maiden name was Rhoda E. Lancaster, was born August 2, 1850, in 
Richwoods, this county, a daughter of \Villiam E. Lancaster, who for many 
years ran a blacksmith shop on Rock Bayou, in this county, whither he came 
from Tennessee, in 1844. 

EX-JUDGE AUSTIN BROWN. The object ofthis sketch is to place before the 
public the record of a well-spent life, abounding in useful and charitable deeds. 
Mr. Brown was born in Ray County, Mo., in April, 1835, his parents being 
William M. and Sidney (Cravens) Brown, who were born in Culpeper County, 
Va., where they were reared, educated and married. About 1830 they 
removed to the then far \Vest-Ray County, 1\10., but eight years later settled 
in Taney County, Mo., where the mother died the following year. Mr. Brown 
was thus left with a family of small children, and he soon after removed to 
Stoddard County, Mo., where he was called from life about 1845. having fol
lowed the occupation of farming with considerable success for some years, 
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although he was a shoemaker by tl·ade. He had three brothers and one sis
ter: John, who is supposed to have died in Virginia when quite advanced in 
years; George, who died in South Carolina; Thomas, who died in Ray County, 
Mo.; and Mrs. Allison, who died in Dade County, Mo. Their father, William 
Brown, who was of English origin. was an early emigrant to America, and was 
a soldier in the Colonial Army during the Revolution. To William M. and 
Sidney Brown the following children were born: Eliza, who died in Texas, 
was the wife of Bolter Teague; Lucinda died in Taney County, where Andrew 
and Matilda also died; Andrew Martin died at Little Rock, Ark., while serving 
in the Confederate Army; Daniel, a prominent farmer of Caldwell County, Mo., 
was a soldier in the East Missouri Militia, and was wounded at Albany, Mo., 
when the notorious Bill Anderson was killed; and J acbon, who went to Ore
gon before the war and is a miner there. Judge Brown was left an orphan at 
the age of ten years and was then thrown upon his own resources. As he had 
never seen a school house or had any educational instruction, he found it very 
hard for some time to make a living. For two years after the death of his 
father he made his home with a Mr. Rogers, a farmer in Stoddard County, 
Mo., and for five subsequent years he made his home with a Mr. Harty, of the 
same county. By this time he began to realize the disadvantages of not having 
an education, and he at once began the study of such books as came in his 
way, improving every opportunity that presented itself, through which means 
he became possessed of a general education considerably above the average 
working man of his day, and which he found to be of great help to him in his 
subsequent career. From Stoddard County he went to Springfield, Mo., 
where he spent about one year in a mill, at the end of which time he drifted back 
to Taney County, the home of his boyhood, where he spent about five years 
in a saw mill with Dr. Augustus Layton, father of A. L Layton, the banker 
of Yellville. From this time on Judge Brown followed milling for a good 
many years in Taney and Marion Counties,and in 1857 was married in the former 
county to Margaret, daughter of Henry Breedlove, which family came to this 
section from Illinois, the father dying in Marion County and the mother in St. 
Louis. Mrs. Brown was born in Missouri and died near Yellville, Marion 
County, Ark., in 1861, leaving two children: Mary, who became the wife of 
John Fee, and is now deceased; and Henry, of Franklin County, Ark. After 
the death of his wife Judge Brown left his children with their stepgrand
mother, and joined Capt. Dowd's company of the Fourteenth Arkansas 
Infantry as a private soldier and fought at \Vilson'5 Creek, Oak Hill and many 
minor battles in Missouri and Arkansas. After an active service of two years 
for the cause of the Confederacy he went home to look after his children, and 
in 1863 married Sarah Wilson, a native of Kentucky. In 1864 he removed to 
Ray County, Mo., the place of his birth, and here he successfully followed 
milling until 1868, when he returned to Taney County, where his wife died in 
the early part of 1869, leaving two children: John A., of Logan County, Ark.; 
and Thomas Jackson, of Marion County. In the latter part of 1869 the Judge 
married Mary Wilson, a niece of his second wife, and by her he has two chil
dren: Joseph Daniel and Baxter Chapman, both of Marion County. In 1869 
Judge Brown located near Yellville, where he followed milling until 1870, when 
he located where he now resides. In 1884 he engaged in the mercantile busi· 
ness on his farm and the same year was granted a postoffice there provided he 
would carry the mail without compensation. This he did once a week for 
some time, then a carrier was put on the road twice a week, then three times 
a week, and now there is a daily mail with the exception of Sundays. The 
office was named in honor of the then Congressman Peel, and Judge Brown 
has since been its efficient postmaster. He is the owner of a fine bottom farm 
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of 140 acres on 'White River, has been successful as a man of business and is 
now in good circumstances financially. In 1874 he was appointed one of the 
three county supervisors of Marion County, of which body he was made chair
man, and in 1876, the law having been changed, he was elected county and 
probate judge, the first Democrat to be elected after the war, and was honored 
by a reelection in 1878. He has also been justice of the peace for some years. 
He was formerly a member of the A. F. & A. M., Lodge No. II7, of Yellville, 
but is now a member of Polar Star Lodge No. 224, of Lead Hill. He is a 
member of the Christian Church, and politically has always been a Democrat, 
his first presidential vote being cast for Buchanan in 1856. 

DR. JAMES W. YORK. This prominent physician has been a close student 
of his profession and in his mission of" healing the sick," his generous treat
ment of his patients, his liberality and kindness of heart, have won for him not 
the respect alone, but the earnest regard of the large clientele, he has gathered 
around him. For thirteen years be has resided in Billings and is known as a 
man of untarnished integrity of character and of high moral standing. His birth 
occurred at Richland, Keokuk County, Iowa, March 27, 1851, and he is a son 
of James M. and Frances C. (Ward) York, natives of North Carolina. The 
York family came to this country from England and settled in the Old North 
State, where they were classed among the best citizens. Several members of this 
family served in the Revolutionary War and later other members served in 
the War of 1812. Jacob York, grandfather of subject, was born in NorthCaro
!ina and there passed his entire life. The brother of that veteran, Capt. Bill 
York, was a soldier in the Revolutionary War. Our subject's maternal grand
parents were James and Martha Ward, and the family is of Irish descent. The 
first members of the 'Nard family to settle in America came here prior to the 
Revolutionary War, and Great-grandfather Ward took part in the struggle for 
independence. He had a number of sons in the War of 1812, the grandfather 
of our subject being one of them. The latter was a man of education and held 
the office of justice of the peace for years, that being considered quite an office 
at that time. He removed from North Carolina to Mooresville, Morgan 
County, Ind., and there our subject's father and mother were married and 
made their home until 1844, when they migrated to Richland, Iowa. They 
were among the pioneers of that State, and before the State was admitted into 
the Union they settled on a farm and built a house. The father died in Iowa 
in 1887, when seventy years of age and the mother died in the same State in 
1885, when sixty-six years of age. They were the parents of seven children, 
all living but one, as follows: Angeline, who is now making her home at Bill
ings, is the widow of Judge T. B. Adamson, formerly of that city; Alfred,now 
residing in Van Buren County, Iowa, was a soldier in an Iowa regiment. He 
was severely wounded at Shiloh and now gets a pension of $72 per month with 
a back pension of $10.000; Elias, who is. in Kansas, was also a s.ol~ier in th.e 
Fortieth Infantry of Iowa, and served hiS country four years; WIlham, a resI
dent or Jasper County, Iowa, was also in the Fortieth Infantry of Iowa and 
served four years; James W. (subject); Calvin V., resides at Glenwood, Iowa, 
and one child died in infancy. For many years the family have been earnest 
workers in the Methodist Episc;opal Church, and its mem~ers are <:lass.ed 
among the upright, honorable citizens. The father of our subject was Justice 
of the peace and a prominent man in the community where he lived in Iowa. 
In his native county Dr. York spent his boyhood days, and until sixteen years 
of age attended the schools of the same. He then entered a drug store and 
has since been in the drug business. His father being a poor man. young York 
saw the need of a good education and applied himself and became a well
informed man. He entered a drug store in Eddyville, Iowa, in 1867,later 
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taught school for some time, and with the means thus obtained, attended med
ical lectures in the Keokuk Medical School, graduating from that institution 
June 16, 1874. The following year he located in Kansas, and in 1877 he was 
appointed to a Government position in the Indian Nation as Government phy
sician. Two years later, or in 1879, he resigned this position on account of ill 
health and took a trip to the Black Hills. In 1880 he came to Billings, began 
practicing medicine, and has continued this ever since. 'vVhile in the Nation 
the Doctor had some exciting experiences. During a hunting trip with a num
ber of Indians he was robbed by the noted outlaw, Sam Bass, as were also the 
Indians with him. At another time he was called to sce a man who was sick, 
and after he had started he was blindfolded and taken to thc place, many miles 
away. The sick man proved to be a noted robber who had been wounded, and 
after our subject's services were no longer needed, he was again blindfolded and 
taken back to the reservation. He req:ived $50 for his trouble. I-lis life while 
in the Nation was full of incidents of that character. Until 1887 Dr. York 
practiced at Billings and then embarked in the drug business, but still does an 
office practice. He is one of the prominent men of Billings and is an ardent 
supporter of all worthy enterprises. In the year 1880 he was married to Miss 
Olive Napper, daughter of George Napper, one of the largest farmers of 
Christian COtlOty. Mrs. York was born at London, England. To them have 
been given two daughters: Angie and Marie. Dr. York is a self-made man, for 
he started out a poor boy; educated himself and has made a good property, 
being one of the largest property owners in the town. In his drug store he 
keeps a rarge stock, always fresh and pure, and has succeeded in building up 
a business that is deservedly remunerative for the energy and labor bestowed 
upon it. 

DR. A. B. DAVIS. The humanizing influences of Christianity are shown 
in thousands of directions, but in none to a more marked degree than that of 
medicine, and although there are pretenders in every profession who for a 
time may overshadow those more worthy, yet they eventually reach their level 
and the deserving are then shown in their true light. One of the young but 
already prominent physicians of Marion County, Ark., is Dr. A. B. Davis, of 
Powell. He was born in Adairsville, Ga., April IS, 1857, a son of P. R. Davis 
(see sketch of J. F. Davis). He was about twelve years of age at the time the 
family came to Arkansas, and the most of his literary education was obtained 
in this section, although his initiatory training was obtained in the State that 
gave him birth. When about twenty years of age he began the study of medi
cine with Dr. R. J. Pierce, and he received his first course of lectures at Little 
Rock, but gave up this work and for some five or six years was engaged in teach
ing school. He then for some time followed mercantile pursuits at Powell, and 
then went West and for six months was a resident of California. In 1891 he 
returned to Arkansas and again took up the study of medicine, and in 1891 
took a course of lectures at Little Rock. He then located and practiced for 
some time at Powell, but not being satisfied with the knowledge he had 
obtained of his profession, he entered the Medical Department of the Nashville 
University, of Nashville, Tenn., and there pursued his studies in 1892-3, after 
which he returned to Powell, where he has since devoted his time and atten
tion to the treatment of the many diseases to which suffering humanity is 
heir. He seems to have a natural aptitude for the calling, and being careful, 
painstaking and conscientious in his labors, he has met with remarkable suc
cess and has probably lost fewer cases in the time that he has practiced his 
profession than any other physician ill the county, He is an active member 
in the Marion County Medical Association, the State Medical Association, 
takes a prominent part in all public doings and is secretary of Jefferson Lodge 
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of the A. F. & A. M., of which he has long been a member. He was married 
in 1878 to Miss S. Magness and to their union five children have bccn given: 
Nola 1\1., Della, P. R., J. B. and Duncan Eve. In a business way the Doctor 
has met with success, and he is the owner of an excellent farm of 200 acres 
two miles north of Powell, which is occupied and tilled by a renter. He and 
his wife are attendants of the Methodist Church, they have many friends in 
the section in which they reside, and move in the best social circles. The 
Doctor is built upon a broad gaugc and helic,-es it to be his duty to gain 
knowledge from whatever source it may come, so it be reliable and valuable. 
His range of information is wide, and his chief thought is the alleviation, as 
far as may be, of the sufferings of his fellows. 

ALLE~ PHILLIPS. The creditable condition of agricultural life in Boone 
County, Ark., is due to a great extent to the enterprise, energy and intelli
gence of her worthy tillers of the soil, prominent among whom may be men
tioned Allen Phillips, who was born in Surry County, N. c., February 12, 1847, 
a son of A. and Susan (Wilburn) Phillips, who were born, reared, married 
and died in the Old North State. The father I,-as a leading Democrat of his 
day, was a prosperous farmer, but the late war SII"ept away a considerable 
portion of his property. To himself and wife the following children were 
born: Louisa, who is living in North Carolina; Nancy, who is dead; Susan, 
deceased; Robert, who is living in Henry County, 110.; Richard, who is living 
in North Carolina; and Sarah E., who also resides in the Old North State. 
The paternal grandfather, Richard Phillips, was an early pioneer of this State, 
having been a participant in the Re\'olutionary \\'ar. Allen Phillips was reared 
on a farm in the State of his birth, received a practical common-school edu
cation, but the bursting of the war cloud which had so long hovered over the 
country put an end to his education_ After he had attained his majority he 
started out to make his own way in the world, and in 1873 emigrated west
ward, and settled in Boone County, Ark., purchasing the farm on which he 
now resides, which at that time was heavily covered with timber. His estate 
comprises 160 acres, and on it are first-class improvements the buildings 
being substantial, commodious and sightly, the fences in good repair and the 
farm under excellent cultivation. He has ever been a stanch Democrat, but 
has never been an aspirant for office, the duties of his farm fully occupying 
his time and attention. His wife, whose maiden name was Sarah Staples, 
was bom near Walnut Grove, Ark., June 4, 1854, grew up and was educated in 
this county, and in 1878 was married to Mr. Phillips, by whom she has had five 
children: Susan M., Robert P.; Mary and :.\Iartha (twins) deceased; and one 
child that died unnamed. Mr. Phillips and his wife are members of the Baptist 
Church, in which he is a deacon, and in all matters pertaining to the section or 
conducing to its welfare he has shown a deep interest. He is of the stuff of 
which good citizens are made and in the section in which he resides he com
mands the respect and liking of all who know him. Mrs. Phillips is a daugh
ter of Patrick D. and Emeline (Gaither) Staples, who li\'e on a fine farm on 
Gaither Prairie. The father was born in East Tennessee, June 25, 1824, a son 
of John and Sallie (McKinnie) Staples, who were among the early pioneers 
of Boone County, Ark., coming hither in 1849, accompanied by their son, 
Patrick D. John Staples died a few years ago, but his wife has been dead 
many years. He was a farmer and carpenter by occupation, by which means 
he acquired a competency. His family consisted of the following children: 
Patrick D.; William B., who lives in the Choctaw Nation; Benjamin F., also a 
resident of the Choctaw Nation; Alexander, who died at Fort Smith, Ark., 
during the war; Emeline, wife of A. Watkins; Betsey J., wife of William H. 
Barker; and Adaline, who married a :\1r. Gaither and lives in the Choctaw 
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Nation. Patrick D. Staples quite well remembers the overlal:1d journey to 
this county, soon after which he located on Crooked Creek, and In 1870 moved 
to the farm where he now lives, where he has since been quite successfully 
engaged in tilling the soil and raising stock. He was married to the daughter 
of Col. Beal Gaither, by whom he became the father of three children: Bel
vadria, wife of S. J. Wilson; Sarah Elvira, wife of Allen Phillips, and Mary 
Adaline, wife of 011 Savage of Taney County, Mo. Mr. Staples lost his first wife 
in 1872 and afterward married Sue, daughter of L. Pateet, this union resulting 
in the birth of one child, William Bo, who is now seven years old. Mr. Staples 
is now seventy years of age and is yet a hale and healthy man, giving prom
ise of many more years of usefulness. He is a natural mechanic, an excellent 
carpenter, and has followed the cooper's trade some during his life. He has 
always been a Democrat politically. 

CAPT. JOSEPH THOMPSON MCCRACKEN. Among the well-known farmers and 
stock dealers of Marion County, Ark., none has a better or more thoroughly 
cultivated farm than he whose name is here given. He is a product of Mur
freesboro, Tenn., where he was born November 29, 1830, a son of Joseph 
R. and Isabelle (Thompson) McCracken, the former born in North Carolina 
in 1776, and the latter in Virginia about 1780. They were taken to Ruther
ford County, Tenn., in their youth and were there reared, married and made 
their home until IS51, when they came by wagon to Marion County, Ark., the 
journey thither occupying three weeks. The father purchased a small farm 
on James Creek, on which he spent the rest of his life, dying in 1865. His 
wife died in Tennessee and later he married a Miss Lorance, who died in 
1862. He was a slave holder, a man of unblemished reputation, was for some 
time sheriff of Rutherford County, Tenn., and for many years was treasurer of 
Marion County, Ark., which office he was filling at the time of his death. He 
was a soldier of the War of IS12 under Gen. Jackson, and was with him at the 
famous battle of New Orleans. He was a Southern sympathizer during the 
Civil War, but took no active part in the struggle. His father, John 
McCracken, was a North Carolinian, where he spent all his days, and his wife, 
Sarah Luck, also died in that State. The great-grandfather McCracken was an 
Irishman and is supposed to have passed from life in the Old North State. 
The maternal grandfather, Joseph Thompson, was a Virginian, but an early 
settler of Tennessee and followed the calling of a farmer in Rutherford 
County until his death. He was of Scotch descent and became a soldier of 
War of 1812. The children of Joseph and Isabelle McCracken are as follows: 
Sarah, widow of John Pace, resides in Texas; Isabelle became the wife of 
Willis Sanford and died in Rutherford County, Tenn.; Elizabeth is the wife of 
F. D. Hall of Rutherford County; Minerva is the widow of Hugh Bell of 
Conway County, Ark.; Emily died in Marion County, Ark., the wife of W. C. 
Pace; Caroline is the wife of John Gum of Rutherford County, Tenn.; Joseph 
Thompson and Eliza Ann, widow of John Brown. The subject of this sketch 
was reared on a farm in Tennessee and unfortunately received but meager edu
cational advantages. He came with his parents to Arkansas and was married 
in 1854 to Josephine, daughter of John and Hannah Kellough, the former of 
whom died in Kentucky, after which the widowed mother came to Arkansas 
and died at Mountain Home. Mrs. McCracken was born on Blue Grass soil, 
and by Mr. McCracken became the mother of nine children: Joseph R.; John 
N.; William, who died at the age of twelve years; Hannah Ann, wife of 
Matthew Mitchell; Isabelle, wife of Frank King; Thompson; Kirk; Emma 
and Helen. Mrs. McCracken has been a resident of Marion County since IS51. 
Whep the war broke out he was one of the first to enlist from Marion County, 
and In May, IS61, became a member of Company A of a Missouri regiment. 
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Soon after the battle of Wilson's Creek, in which he participated, his company 
was disbanded, and he then became a member of Company A, Fourteenth 
Arkansa~ Infantry, \:,ith which he served twelve months as orderly sergeant, 
after Wh1Ch he was In the battle of Elk Horn, where he commanded his com
pany. His command was then sent east of the Mississippi River, and he took 
part in the engagement at Iuka. Succeeding this he was honorably discharged 
from the service on account of ill health, but at the end of about two months 
he joined Company F, Col. Suavel's Battalion of Gen. Jo Shelby's command, 
with which he remained until the war closed, acting as captain the most of the 
time. He took part in Price's raid, during which time he participated in many 
engagements, and after his captain was killed at Booneville, he was placed in 
command of his company and continued to hold this position until the cessa
tion of hostilities. He was captured once in l'vIarion County, but made 
his escape a few hours later. He had two horses shot from under him at dif
ferent battles, and without doubt received a hundred bullet holes in his clothes, 
but was himself never even scarred. He surrendered at Jacksonport, Ark., 
June 6, I865, and left the service in very poor health. He returned home to 
find his family in a starving condition, his eldest son being so weak that he 
could scarcely stand alone, and had it not been for the rations Mr. l\IcCracken 
brought home with him, his son would undoubtedly have starved to 
death. Mr. McCracken at once began the work of putting in a crop and by 
fall was much improved in circumstances. He has since led a very active and 
industrious life and is one of the most prosperous men, financially, in the 
country. He has followed farming all his life and for the past twenty years 
has been an extensive stockraiser and trader. He is the owner of several fine 
White River bottom farms, and a fine stock ranch on which he resided, fifteen 
miles north of Yellville. He is a partner in business with Col. D. N. Full
bright of Boone County, and together they own about 4,000 acres of land, much 
of which is very valuable mineral land. During the Brooks-Baxter war Capt. 
McCracken was commissioned captain of a company, but was not called into 
service. He has frequently been solicited to run for office, but has always 
refused. He was formerly a Whig in politics and in I8 56 voted for Gen. Fre
mont, but since the war he has been with the Democratic party, of which he 
is an active supporter. He wields a wide influence in a political way, but of 
late years has rather retired from the political arena and is not an active 
worker during political campaigns. He is a prominent member of Yelh'i1!e 
Lodge No. Il7 of the A. F. & A. M., and he and his wife ha\'e for many 
years been members of the Christian Church. Although he has reached the 
sixty-fourth milestone of his life he is very active and in robust health, being 
perfectly preserved. He owns some of the best saddle horses in Arkansas and 
frequently makes a horseback trip of sixty or seventy miles in one day, He 
is a great lover of fine horseflesh and takes great pleasul'e in caring for them 
and living among them. . . . _ . 

JOHN R. B. LANCASTER. ThIS promment pIOneer of Stone County, ""rk., 
owes his nativity to Smith County, Tenn., his birth occurring ten miles from 
Carthage, February 20, I83J. His parents, John and ~larissa (Decker) L~n
caster, were born in Tennessee, and came to Arkansas m March, IS-l4, locatmg 
in what is now Round Bottom, Stone County, where the father's death occurred 
March 21, I855, at the age of sixty-one years. and the mother's in I863, .when 
she was a few years younger than her husband. The latter was a soldIer of 
the 'vVar of 1812 under Jackson, and was probably a non-commissioned officer. 
While in Tennessee he held the office of justice of the peace, but it was 
under protest, and he was never an aspirant for office, H~ and .h!s wife were 
members of the l\Iethodist Church for many years, and 1n pohtICS he was a 
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Whig. He was quite a skillful general mechanic, built a mill on Smith Fork 
in Tennessee, and also carried on farming successfully. On coming to Arkansa~ 
he located on a fine farm on White River, at which time fifteen acres were 
under cultivation and the rest covered by canebreak. With the assistance of 
his sons he cleared this land, a portion of which the immediate subject of this 
sketch owns. Eight children were born to himself and wife, of whom the 
subject of this sketch was the fourth, and is one of the two surviving members. 
The other, Lemuel S., is a merchant at Mammoth Springs, Ark. John R. B. 
was educated in the common schools of Tennessee and Arkansas, grew to 
manhood in Round Bottom, and helped to clear the home place. He remained 
with his parents until the death of his father, and from 1850 up to that time 
was manager of the farm for his father, and continued to be so for his widowed 
mother for some time. He then commenced to farm for himself across the 
river in Izard County until the Civil War. In July, 1861 he joined Company 
G of the Eighth Arkansas Infantry, with which he served until the battle of 
Chickamauga, where he was severely wounded in the right thigh by a musket 
ball, and was released from duty on account of disability. He was also at 
Shiloh, Murfreesboro, and numerous skirmishes, but his health was quite poor 
a part of the time he was in the service. Before he had recovered sufficiently 
from his wound to rejoin his command the war had closed, and he once more 
resumed the management of the home farm, on which he made his home until 
twelve years ago, when he bought the 120 acres of land where he now lives, 
although he still owns a portion of the old place in Stone County. Although 
he is by no means a politician, he has always been a warm Democrat, and 
socially belongs to Mt. View Lodge of the A. F. & A. M. In 1855 he was 
married to Eliza G. Harper, who was born in Smith County, Tenn., a daughter 
of Alfred Harper. Ten children have been born to this union, five sons and 
two daughters now living: William, who is a farmer of Round Bottom; Tobias, 
who tills the soil near Mt. View; J. S., who is postmaster at Mountain 
View; Fred, who lives at Round Bottom; Margaret Lucinda; Ida and Albert. 
The last three are still at home. Mr. Lancaster and his wife are members of 
the Methodist Church, and he has for some time been steward in the same. 

EDWARD COKER. This gentleman is one of the active stockmen of West 
Plains, Mo., and an influential and progressive citizen of the same. He is a 
product of Arkansas, born in what is now Boone County, at Lead Hill, August 
30, 1856, to the marriage of William and Margaret (Holt) Coker. The Coker 
family is probably the oldest in north Arkansas. The mother of our subject 
was a native of Tennessee, and a daughter of William Holt who moved from 
Tennessee to Marion County, Ark., in the thirties. Mr. Holt was a farmer and 
a prominent man in his section of the State, and he and wife passed their last 
days there. Our subject was fifth in order of birth of six children, as follows: 
Sarah, died young; G. W., a merchant of Lead Hill; Winnie; Sarah and Mary. 
He grew up in Lead Hill, attended the public schools of that place and in 1875 
started out to make his own way in life. He first opened up a store at Isabella, 
Ozark County, Mo., and continued in business there until 1881, when he moved 
to Gainesville. Later he went from there to West Plains, embarked in general 
merchandising by himself, and continued this successfully for six years. After 
that he engaged in the stock business, buying, selling and shipping, and is 
now one of the foremost business men of the place. Fraternally he is a 
Mason, a member of Lodge No. 327, and Chapter No. 108, and also Com
mandery No. 48, at West Plains. He has represented the chapter in the 
Grand Lodge. Mr. Coker has ever been prominent in politics and is a stanch 
supporter of Democratic principles. He has made a success of the enterprises 
in which he has engaged and as a business man stands second to none in the 



OF THE OZARK REGION. 179 

community. He was first married to Miss Jennie \Vofford, daughter of J. \1./. 
Wofford of Mississippi, but who at one time resided in Arkansas. Mrs. Coker 
died in 1876, leaving one child, Viola. 1\11'. Coker's second marria"e was with 
Miss Jennie Noe, daughter of H. J. Noe, of Yellville, Ark. Mr. 3Joe was an 
old pioneer of that State and was a merchant for many years in l\'Iarion 
County, Mo. Mr. Coker owns a nice home in ---, an addition to West 
Plains, and is a popular citizen. 

lASO:'; F. NOR~IAN. Special adaptability to any particular calling in life 
is the one necessary adjunct to success of a permanent kind. No matter what 
the vim and determination characterizing a man's start in business, unless he 
is to the manner born, he will find to his sorrow that his line has been falscly 
cast, and the quicker he draws aside and takes up another, the better it will be 
for him. It has often been the case that a man will make a success of several 
different occupations, and this has been the experience of Jason F. Norman, 
who is not only engaged in general merchandising, but also in job printing 
and bookbinding at Romance, Mo. He was born in Fulton County, Ark., in 
1854, a son of Abner S. and Charlotte (Orr) Norman, the former of whom 
was born in Georgia in 18II, and the latter in South Carolina in 1815, their 
marriage occurring in the former State in 1834. Their first removal was to 
Arkansas about 1852, and after a short residence in Conway County they 
removed to Fulton County in 1862, and later to Douglas County, Mo. April 
9, 1864, MI'. Norman was killed in Marion County. Ark., while with the Fed
eral Army, but of which he was not a member, being a cripple. He was a 
farmer and school teacher, was a justice of the peace for many ycars in 
different counties, and led an active, industrious and honest life. He was a 
recognized leader in social and business circles, took an active interest in all 
public matters, and he was ever a loyal citizen of the United States. His 
father, George Norman, is supposed to have been a native of Georgia, in 
which State he spent his entire life, dying when Abner was a lad. He was of 
French extraction. His eldest son, Charles, was a prominent lawyer and died 
in Alabama, when about ninety years of age. The maternal grandfather, 
Lodowick Orr, was of English and Scotch ancestry and by occupation was a 
Methodist minister and a school teacher. He was finely educated, was a man 
of much force of character, and was a leader in all enterprises pertaining to 
the advancement of the section in which he resided. His wife, Nancy Orr, 
died in Alabama. The mother of the subject of this sketch died in Polk 
County, Mo., in 1880, having been a member of the Methodist Church since 
I H22. She became the mother of ele\'en children: George L., who died at 
Ozark, Mo.; William Clark, who died at Rome, 1\10.; Abner J., who was killed 
at Uzark, Mo., near the close of the war, having been a Federal soldier through
out the struggle; J. P. M., a teacher and farmer of Ava, ?lIo., was at one time 
the tax collector of Douglas County, and also served t\\·o terms as tax asses
sor; Robert F., who has been engaged in farming and teaching, is at present a 
lumber dealer at Republic, Mo.; Jason F.: Nancy C. I Clements) of Cincin
nati, Ark.; Sarah A., who died in 1865. the wife of William Cooley; Eliza V., 
\\;ife of ]. A Sagerser of John's Mills, 1\[0.; Mary]., wife of John Hickman of 
Mt. Home, Ark.; and C. Ann, wife of Taylor Lutts of l'otters\'ille, Mo. Jason 
F. Norman made his home with his mother until he reached man's estatc, and 
received the principal part of his literary education at ?lIt. Home. Ark., after 
which he was engaged in teaching in Missouri and Arkansas for some ten 
ycars. I n 1879 he was married in Uzark County, !\Io., to Sallie C., daughter 
of Barton and Mary J. Barnett, whose entire lives werc spcnt in their nati\'c 
Statc of Tennessee. Mrs. Norman came to Missouri with her grandfather 
l\IcGec, and here met and married l\Ir. :Norman, by whom she has one 
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daughter, Daisy. In ISSO Mr. Norman located in Romance and engaged in 
general merchandising, in which he has since d,?ne. a prospe.rous b:"si!less. H~ 
handles cotton and produce, and also does a bmdmg and Job pnntIng busI
ness, which he has found to be profitable. He is a member of the Methodist 
Church, is an active worker in the Sunday-school, and is now president of the 
Ozark County Sunday-school Association. The first church that was ever 
dedicated in Ozark County was built on his land at Romance at a cost of $650, 
nearly half of which Mr. Norman gave. He has always been a stanch Repub
lican in politics, and cast his first presidential vote for Hayes in 1876. In 
August, 1894, he removed to Seymour, Mo., and established a job printing 
office and bindery, having leased his mercantile business at Romance to 
another party, who continues there. 

JOHN BITTLE. No branch of commercial enterprise in Cleburne County, 
Ark., is more important or more representative in character than that of the 
merchant, and John Bittle is one of the leaders in this line in Heber. He was 
born in what is now Cleburne County in 1863, a son of Levi and Nancy (Huie) 
Bittle, who came to this State from Tennessee some time in the forties and 
located near Shiloh in the Little Red River bottom, the agricultural possibili
ties of which they were the first to discover. On this farm the father was 
called from life in 1872, at the age of sixty years, the mother's death occurring 
when the subject of this sketch was a child. They were worthy mem\">ers of 
the Presbyterian Church, and in that faith reared their childrql, of whom six 
survive out of a family of nine, and all are residents of Cleburne County. 
The subject of this sketch was the seventh in order of birth and his early edu
cation was acquired in the public schools and in Clinton Academy, after which 
he was engaged in teaching school for three years in this county, during which 
time he became known as a thoroughgoing and painstaking pedagogue. In 
1887 he engaged in the mercantile business at Shiloh with S. D. Morton, the 
firm taking the name of S. D. Morton & Co., and afterward that of Morton & 
Bittle, and continued business under the latter title until 1S90, when Mr. Bittle 
carne to Heber and opened an establishment of his own, which he has since 
conducted with marked success. Upon first entering business with Mr. Mor
ton he had but little means, but his enterprises have prospered and he is now 
in independent circumstances. While attending school in Clinton he borrowed 
the money to purchase what books he required and swept the school building 
and. made fires to pay for his tuition, his board being given him on credit. 
He deserves much commendation for the straightforward course he has pursued 
throughout life, regardless of the many difficulties that have strewn his path, 
and for the creditable manner in which he has bent the force of circumstances 
to his will. He is an energetic and intelligent young man, full of energy and 
push, and hi~ abilities have received recognition at the hands of his numerous 
Democratic friends, and he is now a candidate for county treasurer, with every 
prospect of winning the race. In r8S9 he was married to Miss Nettie Taylor, 
a daughter of \V. S. Taylor, of this county. She was born in Waco, Tex., and 
has borne Mr. Bittle a daughter and son. Mr. Bittle is a member of the A. F. 
& A. M., and is treasurer of Sugar Loaf Lodge No. 414. 

COL. S. H. BOYD was born May 28, 1828, in Williamson County, Tenn., 
and grew up to sturdy manhood, ambitious to excel and possessing much 
energy and determination, attributes which are essential to success in any 
calling and which have been his stepping stones to success, his parents being 
I\Iarcus and Eliza (Hamilton) Boyd, the birth of the former also occurring in 
Tennessee. The paternal grandfather was William G. Boyd, a native of 
Mecklcnberg County, Va., and a son of a Scotchman, John Boyd, who was the 
founder of the family in America. The Boyds were residents of the Old 
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Dominion for a number of years, but gradually branched out into different 
States, and those of that name in Kentucky and Tennessee are members of the 
same family. Marcus Boyd removed with his family to Green County, Mo., 
in 1840 and settled on a farm two miles east of Springfield, where they made 
their home for a number of years, but the mother did not long survive the 
removal, for her death occurred six years after their arrival in Missouri. She 
bore her husband eight sons and one daughter, and some time after her death 
the father formed a second marriage, and became the father of six more chil
dren. A number of his sons served in the Civil War, but their sympathies 
were with the Southern cause and they served in the Confederate Army, Dr. 
E. H. Boyd being a surgeon in a Texas regiment, Audley a sergeant in 
Campbell's regiment, and Rufus, who was also a Southern sympathizer, and 
after the war was Secretary of State in Alabama for a number of years. Not
withstanding the proclivities of his sons, Marcus Boyd was a stanch Union 
man, and being prominent and well known in Greene County, he raised a 
regiment for the Union service and did heroic service in various ways in 
upholding the Union. Prior to this he had been a slave owner, and he lost 
all of his property during the turbulent times of war. He followed the occu
pation of farming the greater portion of his life, became well known in the 
political circles of Greene County and repeatedly represented that county as a 
Whig in the State Legislature. He was also prominent in Masonic circles, 
and was at one time master of the State Lodge. The youthful days of Col. S. 
H. Boyd were spent in Greene County, and like many others who have attained 
prominence in American history his lot in youth gave no hint of the honors 
that a strong intellect, fairly used, coupled with unwearying industry, were to 
bring him. 1>11 1849 he was taken with a severe case of the" gold fever" a'nd 
did not rest until he had obtained a glimpse of what was then the Mecca of 
the civilized world. He remained in California until 1855. Upon his return 
home he began the study of law with William C. Price of this city, and in 
1857 was admitted to the bar, and up to 1861 was actively engaged in the suc
cessful prosecution of his profession. When the war of the Rebellion came 
upon the country, he at once cast aside personal considerations and organized 
the Twenty-fourth Missouri Volunteer Regiment of Infantry, and during his 
term of !lervice was with Gens. Sigel. Lyon, Davidson, Steele and Curtis 
and was finally given an independent position in southeast Missouri and 
the State of Arkansas. In 1862 he was elected a member of Congress, but con
tinued to remain with his command until December, 1863, under the impres
sion that he could render more effective service to his country by remaining 
in its active employment, then took his seat in Congress. In this position he 
showed so much civic ability that he was appointed by President Lincoln as 
minister to Venezuela, but the death of the President interfered with him tak
ing his seat. He then returned to the seat of war. and organized the Forty
Sixth Missouri Regiment of Infantry, soon after which he resigned from the 
army and accepted the office of circuit judge of the Twenty-first Judicial Cir
cuit, but a short time after resigned this position also. In 186g he was chosen 
a member of Congress for the second time and in the discharge of his duties 
displayed the same clear intellect and unsullied integrity with which he e\'er 
met every function allotted to him. In 1867 he operated with Col. John C. 
Fremont in purchasing the Southwest Pacific Railroad and after building 
thirteen miles of railroad, operations were suspended, only to be resumed after 
a company had been formed of some Boston and Springfield men, and 1\1r. 
Boyd assisted in operating it until 1874. He then founded a wagon factory 
in Springfield, to which business his attention was devoted for two years, after 
which he continued to carryon a successful law practice up to 1890 and the.n 
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was appointed minister resident and consul general to Siam, but while dis
charging his duties his health became much impaired and being inflicted with 
malaria he returned home on leave of absence July 12, 1892. He has been 
mayor of Springfield twice, has been city clerk, city attorney and prose
cutinO' attorney of Greene County, and being gifted with intellect of a high 
order" and possessing a varied and extensive informa~ion he ~as filled these 
positions to the satisfaction of all concerned. He IS especially gIfted as a 
criminal lawyer and his name is well known throughout the Southwest. His 
career is of value, for it shows that honesty, capacity and power "to hustle" 
receive their reward at last and in good measure. He has a handsome resi
dence at the corner of \\'ashington and Chestnut Streets, where his home has 
been since 1866, and his grounds are beautifully laid out and extensive. He 
has long been a Republican in politics and has been a IvIason of thirty-six 
years'standing. He has always deported himself according to the dictates of 
his own conscience, and that his career has been a model one is attested by the 
numerous friends he possesses. He was married to lVIiss 1'1'1. l\IcElhaney, 
daughter of Robert J. l\IcElhaney, and by her has two children: Mrs. 
Thomas Delaney, of Springfield, and Robert l\1. Boyd, who is now consul 
general of Siam in his father's stead. He was born in Springfield in 1870, 
and received his education in Drury College and graduated from the Chicago 
Medical College in 1890. The ability and honesty of lVIr. Boyd have been 
warmly recognized, and have met with their reward. He enjoys the respect of 
all. his friendship being considered a personal privilege and much sought 
after. He is socially one of the most companionable of men, and is a beau 
ideal citizen, for he is enterprising, public spirited and law abiding. 

J. G. SHORT. The gentleman whose name heads this sketch is a good 
example of the public servant, for he is faithful to every duty, is accurate, 
painstaking and honorable and is also genial and accommodating. He is a 
native of the county in \\'hich he now lives, for here he first saw the light of 
day February 25, 1864, and, as a natural sequence, he has ever been interested 
in every enterprise tending to benefit the county of his nativity, and has done 
all in his power to make it the magnificent commonwealth that it now is. His 
father, John Short, was born in Tennessee, in 1824, and was one of the early 
pioneer families of that State. He came to Stone County, Mo., over forty-two 
years ago and located in the vicinity where he now lives, the journey thither 
from Roane County, Tenn., being made by wagon. He was married in Roane, 
his nati\'e county, to l\Iiss Elizabeth Coleman, a member of an old Tennessee 
family, who was born and reared in Roane County, Tenn. Shortly after their 
marriage )'1r. Short and his wife came \Vest, and since that time he has been 
one of the highly respected citizens of Stone County. On July 4, 1876, his 
wife died, at the age of forty-three years, havir.g become the mother of an old 
fashioned family of thirteen children, of whom eight are living: George \V,; 
Nancy, wife of Andrew O'Brien, of Christian County; Sarah, wife of Joel 
O'Bryan, of that county; Rachel, wife of C. L. Steel, of Stone County; Jackson 
G. (the subject of this sketch); Lucy, wife of Charles Robertson, of Lawrence 
County, 1\[0., and Huldie and Yiola at home. The father has long been a 
member of the l\lethodist Episcopal Church; politically he is a stanch Repub
lican, and has always manifested much public spirit. He is the owner of a 
good farm in the northern part of the county, on Spring Creek, and is much 
honored in the section in which he resides. During the great strife between 
the;'; orth and South, when his home was being raided by bushwhackers, he 
had been captured, and, his life being in danger, his plucky and determined wife 
came to his aid with an ax, and in the struggle to rescue her husband killed 
one of the men. The youthful days of Jackson G. Short were profitably spent 
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on his father's farm and in attending the district schools of that section. At 
the youthful age of eighteen years he was married to Miss Permelia Long, a 
daughter of Joseph Long, a pioneer of this section. He was born on Blue 
Grass soil, was reared in Tennessee, and from that State came to Missouri at 
an early day. He reared a family of nine children, eight of whom are now 
living in the northern part of Stone County, on a farm, and after a useful and 
well-spent life died at the age of eighty-two years, in 1892. Mrs. Short was 
the youngest of his family, and was born February 18, 1868, and her widowed 
mother now makes her home with her. She is a native of Cedar County, Mo. 
Mr. and Mrs. Short continued to reside on the farm until he was elected to the 
office of county collector, in 1892, on the Republican ticket, since which time 
he has resided at Galena. He is a public-spirited citizen, and is in every 
respect a worthy young man, perfectly capable of successfully filling the posi
tion he now occupies, and much more re~ponsible ones. He is the owner of a 
good farm ten miles north of Galena and also owns residence property in the 
town, all of which he has acquired through his own efforts, and by good 
management. His wife is a member ofthe Methodist Church and both have the 
utmost respect of all who know them. They have five children, as follows: 
William B., Elizabeth, Fannie, Lucy and George, the two eldest of whom 
attend school. 

JOSEPH L. WEAVER. JQseph L. Weaver is possessed of those adv.anced 
ideas and progressive principles regarding agricultural life w~ich seem to be 
among the chief characteristics of the average native Tennesseean. He was 
born in Marshall County, of that State, on the 20th of November, 1828, to the 
marriage of John and Barbara (Richards) Weaver, natives, respectively, of 
North Carolina and Georgia. The parents celebrated their union in the latter 
State, but subsequently moved to Tennessee, where they settled in Marshall 
County, remaining there until 1840. They then came by ox-team to Missouri, 
starting the 19th of November, 1840, and reaching Springfield January 8, 
1841, and located on a small farm near Ozark. There the father improved a 
good farm and became well known from the Missouri to the Arkansas Rivers. 
He was a great stock trader and breeder of fine horses. At one time, while in 
Memphis with a fine drove of steers, the butcher who purchased them had 
them decorated with ribbons, etc., and marched them through the streets 
headed by a brass band in order to exhibit them. Mr. Weaver was a breeder 
of race horses, fitted them for the track, and was known throughout southwest 
Missouri and Arkansas as "Jockey John Weaver." He was a man of positive 
character and was well liked by all. He died in Memphis, Tenn., March 4, 
1854, while there with cattle. He was one of three SOilS and two daughters, as 
follows: Benjamin, who died shortly after the Civil War, was a corporal in the 
War of 1812 with Jackson, and was in the battle of Horse Shoe Bend (he 
was also in the Indian wars and at New Orleans); Han. Joseph, who died at 
Springfield. was a prominent farmer and once represented Greene County in 
the Legislature (this was prior to the war); Polly, now deceased, was the wife 
of Durham Collins; and Jane, now deceased, was the wife of James Boone. 
The father of these children, John Weaver, was a native of Loraine, France, 
and came to America as a soldier with Lafayette. He remained in this coun
try and made his home in North Carolina, where he married Miss Martha 
Sherrod, who belonged to the English nobility. Her father, Col. Sherrod, 
opposed the marriage on account of the mediocrity of the Weaver family. 
This worthy couple lived happily together until the death of Mr. Weaver, 
when his widow emigrated to Tennc:ssee. This was about 18°5, and the State 
was but sparsely settled. There she spent the remainder of her life rearing 
her family. She was a woman of noble mind, firm and dignified, possessing 
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the characteristics of her noble father, who was a British soldier in the Revolutionary vVar. The mother of our subject died in 1848, and Mr. vVeaver selected his second wife in the person of Mrs. Permelia Clark, by whom he had two children: James D., of Spr!nj?:field,. and one who died. in infancy. Our subject's maternal grandfather, Wdl1am Richar~s, was bo~n 111 the Old North State, but removed to Georgia, where the rem'7111d~r of hIS days \~ere passed. He was a farmer and miller. He was a soldIer 111 the RevolutIOnary War. His wife died in Louisiana. They reared a large family of children--eight or ten daughters and two sons, but only Mrs. Weaver came to Missouri. Our subject was the youngest of two sons and. thl:ee daughters, as fopows: Martha S. was the wife of James Vaughan, an.~ dIed 111 Texas; John R: IS a prom,1I1ent farmer of this county; AngelIne, wife of Hon. W .. A. LaWIng; and Susan, widow of Allen Fielding. Joseph L. Weaver passed hIS days on the farm where he now resides, two and a half miles northwest of Ozark, from the age of twel\'e years, and secured a common-school education. When sixteen years of age he began working in the tann.ery with his brother. and there he continued for abollt seven years. After tlllS he was engag'ed 111 the boot and shoe business and in the manufacture of harness, as well as the milling business, until thirty years of age, whcn he married Miss Sarah Garrison;a native of Lee County, Va., and the daughter of vViJliam and Mary Garrison, who came from Virainia to Missouri in r 8 52, antI locatcd near Ozark. There the parents died abo~t rX76. Both were Primitive Baptists in their religious views. Mr. Garrison followed farming all his life, and in his political views was a Whig before the war. Of the ten children born to his mar.riage only two are now living. One son, Daniel, served in the Union Army from Virginia. To our subject and wife have been born eight children, viz.: Martha elied young; Addie P. died young; Mary is the wife of John Bingham, of Christian County; Emma married Thomas Breazalc, of Berry County; Laura married Loyal Estes, of this county; Sarah A. is single; John J. and Barbara. Our subject is now living on the farm where his (ather located in 1841, and at one time owned 800 acres. He gave his children all gooe! homes and now has 400 acres of well-improved and valuable land. He devoted his time principally to grain growing. During the Civil \Var he was a Union man and served in the Missouri State Militia. Previous to the war he was a Whig, but since then he has been an unswerving Democrat in his political views. He is no politician or office-seeker. He and wife and four eldest children arc members of the Christian Church, and are well respected throughout the community. JERDlIAH J. VVOOD. Our subject is an intelligent farmer and stockraiscr who keeps abreast of the times in the improvements and progress made in his calling. He is a successful farmer, using the best methods of fertilizing the soil and improving the land, and his enterprise has madc him a man of note in his section. He owes his nativity to the Hoosier State, born in Martin County in 1837, and is seventh in order of birth of nine childrcn born to James and Sarah (Pifer) \,yood. The father was born in Kentucky, but when a young man went to Martin County, Ind., where he married Miss Pifer. There he died wher: o~r subject was but three years of age. He followed agricultural pursuits all IllS hfe. Mrs. \Vood afterward removed to Coles County, Ill., and married one Ransom Haddock, and there she died in 1867 or 1868. She was a FreeWill Baptist in religious belief. Her children were named as follows: Irene, deceased, was the wife of George Lytle; Cynthia, deceased, was the wife of Thomas Peak; Dor~as,. deceased, was the wife of Randall Haddock; John, deceased, was a soldIer ~~ the One Hundred and Twenty-third Illinois Infantry; Mary, \~ho was the wIte of Alex. Black, died in Illinois; Solomon, also a soldier III the One Hundred and Twenty··third Illinois Infantry, died at Mur-
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freesboro! Tenn., in 186z;.Jeremiah J. is the subject of this sketch; Barton, a 
farmer of Kansas, and LIlias, deceased, was the wife of Caswell Haddock. 
Our subject grew up on the farm with a common-school education, and when 
about twenty-three years of age branched out for himself as an agriculturist. 
Thi.s occ~pation he has_ followed ever since. In the month of August, 186z, he 
enhsted III Company. E, One Hundred and Twenty-third Illinois Infantry, 
and fought at Perryville, Ky., Hoover's Gap, Tenn., and in many other minor 
engageme~ts. He \~as wounded at Hoover's Gap by a shell, but not severely, 
and was discharged III the summer of 1864, on account of disability. He was 
transferred to the Veteran Reserve Corps, discharged, and returned to Illinois. 
Previous to the war, in 1859, he was married to Miss Almeda Giffin, a native 
of Ohio, and the daughter of George Giffin who was a native Virginian. Mr. 
Giffin removed from his native State to Ohio, thence to Illinois, and died in 
Coles County of that State. The fruits of our subject's union were eleven 
children, as follows: Nelson, died young; Nettie, became the wife of Elisha 
Miles; Ellen, married Crawford Grant; Barton; Emma, wife of William Wood; 
Dorcas, wife o~ Alex. Matthews; Charles; Louisa; James; John; and Tilly May. 
In 1869 Mr. v\ ood removed to Appanoose County, Iowa, but only remained 
there until 1870, when he came to Taney County, Mo., and has since improved 
several good farms. For about six years he has resided on his present farm, 
near Swan postoffice, on the Ridge, and has zoo acres with about forty acres 
cleared. Politically he is a Republican and his first presidential vote was cast 
for Abraham Lincoln in 1860. He and Mrs. Wood are members, in good 
standing, of the Christian Church. 

DE RODS BAILEY. Of the younger element of our prominent, energetic 
and influential citizens, none are better known than De Roos Bailev, one of the 
distinguished attorneys of the northwestern part of Arkansas, wl{ose home is 
at Harrison. During the years that he has practiced his profession here he 
has shown that he is endowed with superior ability, and his comprehensive 
knowledge of the law, together with the soundness of his judgment, secured 
his almost immediate recognition at the bar. Since that time to the present 
he has so identified himself with the affairs of his section that its historv can
not be recorded without according him a conspicuous and honorable part. 
He was born in Carroll County, Ark., :May 27, 1857, and traces his ancestry 
back to his great-great-grandfather, William Bailey, who came to this country 
from England many years prior to the Revolution and is supposed to have 
settled in one of the Carolinas. His son, \Villiam, however, was born in Vir
ginia, from which State he enlisted in the Colonial Army during the Revolu
tionary vVar, at the age of sixteen years; he died at the advanced age of eighty
six years. John Bailey, the grandfatherof De Roos Bailey, was born in the Old 
North State, and was the first to establish the Bailey family in Tennessee. At a 
very early day he came with his wife, Beersheba (Cunningham) Bailey, to Ark
ansas and located on a farm on Crooked Creek, Carroll (now Boone) County, and 
died in 1876. He and his wife reared the following children: III. J. (Rosson); 
W. W.; M., of Walnut Springs, Tex.; Calaway, who died in 1887; Washington, of 
Alexander; and J. M., also of Texas, all the sons being soldiers in the Confc:der
ate Army during the Civil War. The father of these children was a farmer by 
occupation, and he became a well-to-do citizen. His wife died Septembe,: 2j, 
1889, at the age of ninety-five, being the oldest person in the county at that tw;e. 
The early lifeof VV. W. Bailey was spent in Pope County, Tenn., a~d after acqUir
ing a practical education in the common schools he began teaclll~g, an occupa
tion he followed in the Indian Territorv for some time, after which he came to 
Arkansas in 185z. He was born in Polk' County, Tenn., l\Iay 4,1827, and w.hen 
the Civil \Var broke out he, in 1861, enlisted in the first company that orgal1lzed 
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in Carroll County-Company D, Sixteenth Arkansas Infa?try, from \vhich he 
was honorably discharged in 1863. Soon after this he agall1 became a member 
of the company, and was an active participant in the engagements at Vv'ilson's 
Creek, Elkhorn, Prairie Grove, Pierce Springs, and a large number of skir
mishes and smaller engagements. He received one wound in the hand, and 
with the exception of one, all his brothers were wounded while in the service. 
Mr. Bailey held the rank of first lieutenant and his brotber, j. M., was captain 
of a company. He was married in this county, in 1856, to Miss }I. M. Wasson 
and soon after located on the old Bailey farm, a well-known landmark in the 
county, on which he resided until 1874, when he was elected a member of the 
constitutional convention of that year. Upon his return home he was elected 
sheriff of Boone County and took up his residence in Bellefonte for the purpose 
of giving his children good educational advantages. At the end of about 
three years he removed two miles west of that place to what was known as the 
Smith farm, which he purchased and on which he lived until about 1R90, when 
he sold out and bought another farm near Elmwood, of which be is still the 
owner. Since 1893 he has resided in Harrison, and is retired from active bus
iness life. He has always been a Democrat, is a man strong in his convictions, 
and socially is a member of the A. F. & A. M. His wife was born in Tennes
see in 1825, and came to Arkansas with her parents during the early his
torv of this section. She and her husband reared two children: De Roos, and 
josephine, wife of judge Hudgins. De Roos Bailey spent his boyhood clays 
on the old Bailey homestead, on which he learned the habits of industry and 
perseverance which greatly aided him in his labors in later yt:ars. I-le attended 
the common schools up to the age of sixteen years, then entered the public 
schools of Bellefonte, which were at that time the best in the county, and there 
he pursued the paths of learning for four or five years, and stood at the head 
of his class. After leaving school he became a teacher and after a year or 
so thus spent he took up the study of law and in March, IRRI, was admitted to 
the bar. Soon after this he formed a partnership with Judge B. B. !-I udgins 
at Harrison. After remaining with him a year or so he became associated 
with Co!.]. F. Wilson, then of Yellville, and was a successful practitioner of 
that place up to 1886. He then located in ;\iarshall, Searcy County, Ark., and 
aftcr the Legislature had created the Fourteenth Judicial District, composed of 
the counties of Newton, Boone, Searcy, Marion, Baxter, Fulton and hanl, in 
18H7, IV1r. Bailey became a candidate for prosecuting attorney of the same and 
was elected over the Republican candidate, Samuel Murphy. At the expira
tion of his first term he was reelected, and soon aftcr came to I larrison, where 
his home has since been. He declined the nomination for a third term as 
prosecuting attorney, and has since given his undivided attention to the prac
tice of his profession in all its branches, and is with reason called one of the 
most successful attorneys in the State. He has conducted and given much 
attention to the study of cases of a criminal nature, is a man of much intelli
gence, and is one of the foremost in all respects in his scction. He is justly 
looked upon as a leader of the Democratic party and is a member of the Dem
ocratic State Central Committee. He was married, while living in Marshall, 
in IRK7, to l\1iss Lillie McDowell, a daughter of George W. McDowell, a mer
chant of Y c1lville, who is still making his home in that place, a widower. 1\1r5. 
Bailey was born in Rally Hill, Boone County, Ark., in 1871, and her union 
with :\1r. Bailey has resulted in the birth of three children, only one of whom 
is living, Lillie L., an infant. Ruth died at the age of twenty-two months, 
and Edith died at the age of ten months. The mother died April 17, 1893, 
three days after the birth of her last child. Shc was reared in l\1,lrion County, 
Ark. Her education was gained in Yellville and she was a consistent member 
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of the Methodist Episcopal Church South. Her untimely death was deeply 
deplored, not only by her immediate family, but by all who knew h~r. 

P!'-· J OHN BOLINGE~. In pursuing t?e very important and noble calling of 
medicIne, Dr. John Bolrnger has met wIth a degree of success that is flatter
ing in the extreme. He has not only shown that he is well posted in his pro
fession, but that he can practically apply his knowledge. As a natural conse
quence .his services have been greatly in demand, and he is kept busy most 
of the tIme. The great·grandfather on the father's side was of German origin 
and was one of the first settlers of Madison County, Ark. His son, Frederick 
Bolinge.r, grandfather of our subject, came from Tennessee to Madison County, 
Ark., wIth his father and followed farming and blacksmithing until some time 
during the war, when he was taken ill with smallpox and died. His children 
were named as follows: Jackson, Dr. H. H. (deceased), Bathena, Lucinda, 
Emily, Rachel, Mary (deceased), a daughter deceased, and Isaac H. H. The 
last named was bo.rn in Ray County, Tenn., but when a young man came with 
his parents to MadIson County, Ark., and there met and married Miss Elizabeth 
A. Sumner, a native of Madison County, Ark., born in 1836. During the war he 
went to Missouri, preparatory to moving his family to that State, was capt
ured by bushwhackers and shot by them in 1864. He was a farmer and 
stockman and also a school teacher. His wife is still living and makes her 
home in Springdale, Ark. Her father, John C. Sumner, was born in Vermont, 
but after growing up went to Bowling Green, Ky., where he married. Later 
he removed to Arkansas Territory, and soon after located in what is now 
Madison County, where his death occurred in 1866. He was a Union man, 
but took no part in the war. He was a prominent man in Madison County, 
held many positions of trust and honor, and at an early day represented that 
county in the Legislature. Mrs. Bolinger married three times and reared 
three families. Our subject was the second in order of birth of four sons: 
DeWitt c., of Waco, Tex., is a prominent attorney (he is a brilliant laVl'Yer, 
was educated at the University at Fayetteville, Ark., and was for one term 
city attorney of Waco, Tex.); Harrison A., of Oklahoma City, is also an attor
ney, but at present is superintendent of schools in that county (he was edu
cated in Madison and Franklin Counties); Walter A., the fourth child, is a 
successful merchant in the State of Washington. Dr. John Bolinger was born 
in St. Paul, Madison County, Ark., in 1858. His early life was passed on a 
farm where he assisted in whatever there was to be done, and his schooling 
was received in the public schools and later the high school of Huntsville, 
Ark. When seventeen years of age he commenced reading medicine with 
Dr. A. M. Knight, of Huntsville, and in 1882 graduated from the Missouri 
Medical College, of St. Louis. In 1892 he took a post-graduate course from 
the same institution. Previous to graduating he practiced a short time in 
Madison County, but since then he has been at Lead Hill, where he has a very 
extensive practice, being classed as one of the leading physicians of the 
county. Dr. Bolinger is a prominent member of the Arkansas Medical Associ
ation and of the Boone County Medical Society. Forsome time he has also been 
in the drug business. On May 4, 1882, Dr. Bolinger was married to Miss Allie 
Moody, a native of Madison County, Ark., and the daughter of John yv. and 
Mary E. Moody. Mr. Moody was a Confederat~ soldier and was killed. at 
Huntsville, Ark. Mrs. Moody died at Lead HrIl. To the Doctor and. wde 
were born four children: Nettie, May, Walter A. and Maude. Dr. Bolmger 
was a member of the Board of United States Pension Examiners under the 
Harrison administration. He is a member of Polar Star Lodge, A. F. & A. M., 
No. 224, at Lead Hill, and is a Republican in pol,itics, casting his first p;.esi
dential vote for J. G. Blaine, in 1884. His mother 5 second husband was \\ Iley 
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Prater, by whom she had one son, Alfred, who is now foreman of a planing 
mill at Fort Smith. Her third and present husband is A. L. Thompson, by 
whom she had three children: Milton, died in infancy; Cora and James Floyd. 

J. vV. GARMAN. This gentleman, \vho is the most efficient cashier of the 
Citizen's Bank of vVillow Springs, Howell County, Mo., is a native of Summit 
County, Ohio, born in the city of Akron, June 30, 1858. His father, Daniel K. 
Garman, was a native of the Keystone State, but died in Summit County, Ohio, 
about 1888. He was a contractor by occupation. Our subject was one of nine 
children, and four of his brothers are farmers in the Buckeye State. J. W. 
Garman passed his early life in Akron, and attended the schools both at 
Smithville in Wayne County, and at North Springfield, Ohio. In 1884 he 
branchcd out for himself and was in a drug store for some time. Later he 
took up the study of medicine, and attended the Missouri Medical College at 
St. Louis, taking nearly a two-years' course in that institution. lie had 
engaged in the drug business before starting for college, and after finishing 
his education he took the agency for the Waters Pierce Oil Company, and 
located at \,villow Springs. He acted as the agent for this company for seven 
years, or up to 1892, and then helped to establish the Citizens' Bank in Octo
ber of that year, with a capital stock of $10,000. The officers are: H. J. Rowe, 
president; J. J. Angersbach, vice-president; and J. \;V. Garman, cashier. The 
bank has been doing a good business, and the average deposit is $40,000. The 
directors in ihis bank are business men of Willow Springs. The bank has been 
a paying investment, and the business has been in charge of Mr. Garman since 
the incorporation. Mr. Garman is a member of the Masonic Lodge No. 536, 
Willow Springs, and a member of the K. of P., a charter member of Lodge No. 
156, and also the 1. O. O. F. of this county. In politics he is a Republican, 
and has ever been active in public matters. He has held office in the city 
council, and is a man who has the confidence and respect of all. Mr. Garman 
is a member of the Home Building and Improvement Company, of \;Villow 
Springs, the same having a capital stock of $20,000 invested in business houses, 
and it is doing a great deal to improve the city. Our subject has many inter
ests in his section of the country, and is one of the best business men in Willow 
Springs. Always active in all public matters, no worthy movement is allowed 
to fail for want of support on his part. He has a fine residence on Center 
Street, and owns more property in the town. He also has an interest in 1,000 
acres in Howell County. Mr. Garman is a self-made man, and all his accumu
lations are the result of earnest industry and good management on his part. 
He owns a farm and other interests in Kansas. Mr. Garman was married in 
Missouri to Miss Rose E. Coughlin, of Kansas, and two daughters have been 
born to them: Norma and Zoe. 

WILLIAM F. EATMAN. The county of Baxter, Ark., is very fortunate in 
her officials and is especially so as regards William F. Eatman, who is the 
efficient shel'iff of Baxter County. He was born in Alabama, September 28, 
r868, a son of Han. Clem A. and Jane L. (Jordan) Eatman, both of whom 
were born in Greene County, Ala., the birth of the former occurring October 
28, 1835, and their marriage in 1867. The paternal grandparents were Reddin 
and Sarah (Schamblee) Eatman, who were born, reared and married in the Old 
North State, and soon after the latter event (1835) removed to Greene County, 
Ala., where they engaged in farming, the grandfather's death occurring in 
:852 and his wife's shortly after the war. He was an active Democrat polit
Ically, a ~ember ofth~ M,,:sonic fraternity, and while he was in sympathy with 
the BaptIst Church, hIS wIfe was a member of the Cumberland Presbyterian. 
Their son, Clem A. Eatman, was the eldest of their seven sons and one daugh
ter, and although he attended school up to the time of his father's death, the 
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management of the farm then fell upon his shoulders, and the duties of car
ing for the family occupied his time and attention until the opening of the 
Civil War. In 1864 he joined the Seventh Alabama Cavalry, with which he 
served until the war closed, being in Forrest's command. He continued to 
make his home in Alabama until 1868, when he came to what was then Marion 
County, Ark., but is now Baxter County. He gave valuable aid in the organi
zation of this county, and although he came here ·as a farmer and followed that 
occupation until 1873, he has since filled various official positions with marked 
credit to himself. In 1873 he was elected county and circuit clerk, a position 
he held for thirteen years, then served as deputy clerk for some time and when 
Sheriff Bylerwas killed, he was appointed to fill the vacant position, and upon the 
expiration vf the term was eiected to tne position of county coroner. Polit
ically a Democrat, he has ever done all in his power to further the interests of 
that party and has served his constituents faithfully and well and has always 
labored for the best interests of his section. He and his wife are members of 
the Cumberland Presbyterian Church, and in that faith have reared their two 
sons and three daughters: William F., the present sheriff of the county, is the 
eldest; Oscll.r A., is in business with A. A. Wolf as salesman; Fanny L.; Cora, 
and Dove. \Villiam F. Eatman was educated in the public schools of Mountain 
Homeand at Mulberry, Franklin County, Ark., but left school atthe age of nine
teen years. His leisure time was spent in the clerk's office, which his father 
held so long, but after finishing his education he turned his attention to farm
ing, and later to the dry goods business as salesman and bookkeeper for B. F. 
Bodenhammer and James Littlefield, six years in all, and was also for a time 
with Samuel Livingston as collector of taxes. In the election of 1892 he was 
a candidate for county clerk and came within eighteen votes of being elected. 
He was appointed sheriff and collector of Baxter County to fill the unex
pired term of Mr. Livingston (deceased), and is now ably filling this position. 
Mr. Eatman is a member of Mountain Home Lodge No. 225 of the A. F. &A. M. 
He is vice-grand of Mystic Lodge No. 80 of the I. O. O. F., and belongs to 
Mountain Home Camp No. 10, I. O. O. F., in which he is high priest, and he 
also belongs to the K. of H., of which he is treasur!,!r. Politically he is a Dem
ocrat, and in his religious views he is in sympathy with the doctrines of 
the Presbyterian Church, in which he is a deacon. In November, 1892, he 
was married to Miss Mattie Pemberton, of Versailles, Mo. 

ROBERT Dow ENGLAND. In no line of commerce or in no professional 
calling are the requirements more exacting than in the vocation followed by 
the druggist, and among the efficient men engaged in that business in Quitman, 
Ark., is Robert Dow England, who conducts an attractively and neatly fitted 
store which is stocked with a superior line of fresh drugs, medicines, chemicals, 
toilet articles, etc., which will compare favorably with any similar establish
ment in the county. He owes his nativity to Faulkner County, Ark., where 
he first saw the light January 18, 1860, a son of John and Lovesta (Hamilton) 
England, both of whom were born in East Tennessee. The mother is now a 
resident of Quitman, Ark., but the father died in IS7I, at the age of fifty-five 
years. He was a farmer by occupation and his eldest son was in the Confed
erate service. Robert Dow England was among the youngest of a family of 
thirteen children, and his literary education was acquired in Quitman College. 
After assisting his mother on the farm for some time he became a dry goods 
salesman, at Conway, Faulkner County, Ark., and later was ,:ssociated with 
the druo- business at Greenbrier. In 1886 he became propnetor of a drug 
establishment in Quitman. In 1884 he was married to Miss Eugenia Hall, by 
whom he has four children, three of whom are now living-one son and two 
daughters. A son is deceased. In addition to his other enterprises, Mr. Eng-
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land continued his farming operations in Faulkner County until 1886, on a 
portion of the farm left him by his father, but since that time has been one of 
the active business men of Quitman and has been very successfully engaged in 
the drug business. In 1893 he was a member of the firm that built the Roller 
mill at this place and for one year was the efficient secretary and general man
ager of the same. Mr. England also did his share in furthering the erection 
of the college at this place, and in many ways has shown that he is public 
spirited and enterprising. His establishment is well patronized, for it has been 
found that he is careful and accurate and his earnest desire is to please his 
patrons. In July, 1893, he was received in the Masonic Lodge, No. 158, and in 
July, 1894, was made a Royal Arch Mason, in Lodge No. 32. 

JAMES S. HUDSON. This gentleman is one of the substantial residents of 
Newton County, Ark., and is also one of the pioneers of the same, for he has 
resided here since his birth, which occurred on February 4, 1857. His uncle, 
Samuel Hudson, was the first white settler of the county, having come to this 
region in 1830, and his brother, Andrew Hudson, the father of James S., came 
here in 1835 from his native county of Jackson, Tenn., where he was born in 1818. 
He settled on a farm about three miles west of where Jasper now is on Little Buf
falo Creek, and so dense was the cane along that bottom that he was compelled 
to get out and cut a road through it. He lived on this farm for some years, but 
later moved to a farm one mile west of Jasper, on which his son \Villiam now 
resides. and where he died in the fall of 1891. He was quite successful in the 
accumulation of worldly goods, and was a substantial, law-abiding and public
spirited citizen. In his political views he always supported the principles of 
Democracy and at one time ably filled the office of county treasurer. Wild 
game was abundant when he first came to this section, and he and his brother 
Samuel became well known as hunters, for many were the deer and bears that 
fell victims to their unerring marksmanship. Mr. Hudson was married to Miss 
Sarah Holt, a native of Tennessee, who survived him about one year, having 
become the motherofthe following children: Nancy, married 1.J. Dum and died 
in California; Martha, widow of M. Young; Amanda, who died after her mar
riage with John vVammock; Henry a farmer of this county; Samuel who died 
in 1880; Eliza who died after her marriage with William Carter; Matilda, wife 
of Jesse Blackwell of Oklahoma Territory; William who resides west of 
Jasper; James S.; Francis M., who is a resident of Texas, and Ellen, who is the 
wife of Monroe Stacy of Jasper. The early life of James S. Hudson was spent 
on the farm near Jasper, but he afterward attended school in Harrison, Berry
ville and Bellefonte, thus gaining a thorough and practical education. Upon 
attaining his majority he went \\ est to Nevada, and for two years worked on a 
stock ranch for Col. Harden, near Winnemucca, after which he returned to his 
old home, and with a small capital earned while w.rking on stock ranches he 
engaged in the cattle business. Later he took his cattle to Kansas, where he 
sold them, after which, in 1885, he returned and engaged in the mercantile busi
ness in Jasper, which has since occupied his attention. He is doing a prosper
ous business of $8,000 annually, carries an exceIrent general line of goods, and 
is liberally patronized by the best people of the section. He has made his own 
way in the world and has every reason to be proud of the manner in which he 
has bent the force of circumstances to his will and has triumphed over adver
sity. June 4, 1885, he was married to Samantha Carlin, of Pierce City, Mo., by 
whom he has four children: Dacia, Mintie, William A. and Jesse S. Mrs. 
Hudson is a member of the Baptist Church, and he is a member of the 1. O. 
O. F., Harrison Lodge, and politically is a Democrat, and for some time held 
the office of postmaster of Jasper under President Cleveland. 
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DR. DAVID PERRY MARTIN. The most important science bearing upon 
man's happiness, comfort and welfare is that of medicine, and as Dr. Martin has 
ever been a close student, he has attained a wide reputation as a successful 
practitioner of the "healing art." He owes his nativity to Maries County, 
Mo., where he first saw the light in 1846, his parents being Madison and Anas
tasia (Perry) Martin, the former of whom was born in St. Louis County, .Mo., 
in 1812. He is still living and is a citizen of Maries County. His wife was also 
born in St. Louis County, Mo .. was married there to :Mr. Martin and after a 
short time moved to l\Iaries County, where they cleared up the fine farm on 
which they are now living. The Martin family many years ago removed to 
St. Louis from North Carolina, and in the vicinity of that place some 
member of the family has ever since resided. Dr. David Perry Martin was 
one of nine children born to his parents. In his youth he was given the 
advantages of the public schools of Maries County, and he wisely made the 
most of these opportunities. While still in his early manhood, his kindly nature 
instinctively turned to that broad field, medicine, for his life work, and he 
began fitting himself for that calling, Dr. John Blaine being his preceptor. In 
1881 he attended the American Medical College of St. LOllis, and in 1882 came to 
Arkansas and located for the practice of his profession in Baxter County. At 
the end of three years he took up his residence in Gassville where he has 
since held forth. He is an energetic practitioner, is recognized throughout 
the county as a friend of and laborer in the cause and advancement of the 
medical profession, and has acquired a flattering reputation as a physician 
Socially he is a member of the A. F. & A.M., the 1. O. O. F., and in the latter 
order has held the position of noble grand. He was married in 1872 to Miss 
Mary C. Martin of Moniteau County, Mo., and by her he is the father of seven 
sons and four daughters. He and his wife are worthy members of the Mission
ary Baptist Church and move in the highest social circles of their section. 

ROBERT CAPPS. This gentleman has been a resident of this section since 
1837, coming thither from St. Louis County, Mo., where he had settled in 1836. 
He was born in Mecklenburg County, N. c.. February 2. 1820, in which State 
his parents, Richard and Rachel (Barnhill) Capps, were also born and reared. 
After their marriage they removed to Tennessee and made a good home for 
themselves in Grainger County, but in 1836 removed to :\Iissouri, and the fol
lowing year came to this section of Arkansas. The father became a prominent 
farmer of Newton County, but was called from life in Boone County in 1867, 
his wife having died in Alabama in 182S, after having borne him two children: 
William and Robert. Mr. Capps' second wife was Pricie Brady, who resides in 
Indian Territory. Two children resulted from this union. Mr. Capps was a 
Democrat in politics. The early life of Robert Capps was spent in his native 
State, and in the mountains of Newton County, Ark. Following in his father's 
footsteps he became quite a noted Nimrod in his youth, and, while the State 
was in a primitive condition, he killed many bears and deer, and on one occa
sion in one day killed four panthers. He had many thrilling experiences and 
many narrow escapes from death, but his nerve and coolness carried him 
through safely on every occasion. He began doing for himself in 1837. and 
passed a very eventful life in the wilds of Newton County, a life which he 
greatly enjoyed on account of its freedom and independence. notwithstanding 
the hardships which he was compelled to undergo. He was married in New
ton County, in 1839, to Miss Elvira Woody, a daughter of John \Voody, a 
soldier in the War of 1812, her birth having occurred in Tennessee. To them 
a good old-fashioned family of twelve children wr:re given: William F., who 
resides in this county; Mary, who died after her marriage with Thomas Tay
lor; Richard, who is a farmer in this county, and was a soldier in the Civil 
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War; Malinda is a resident of Texas and the wife of John Ingram; John farms 
in the vicinity of Harrison; Alvira is the wife of James Hankins of Boone 
County; George resides on a farm in Texas; James is also in Texas; Scott is 
farming in this county; an,d Henry resides in Idaho, Two children died in 
early childhood, William F" Richa~-d an~ ~obert, S~)11S of. Robert Capps, Sr., 
enlisted in Rabb's battery, Second lVIlssoun Light Artillery, Jl1 1862. Robert died 
in St. Louis in 1862, and the other two were mustered out of service at St. Louis. 
The mother of these children was called from this life in 1883, and in 1887 the 
father wedded Mary, the daughter of Samuel and Isabella (McConnell) Ken
nedy, the former of whom was a Virginian and removed to Tennessee, where 
he died. His father came from Ireland. The mother died in Boone County 
Ark., in 1883, having emigrated to this section in 1852. Mrs. Capps was bor~ 
in Polk County, Tenn., in 1837, a sister, Elizabeth, being a twin with her. lVIr. 
Capps has been a resident of the section in which he now lives for nearly sixty 
years, has always tilled the soil, and besides the farm of fifty acres on 
which he resides, he is the owner of other valuable lands in Newton and Boone 
Counties. For the past two years he has resided at Elmwood, but continues 
to look after his farming and stockraising interests, having always given much 
attention to this branch of agriculture. He is a substantial and law-abiding 
citizen, was a strong Union man during the war, and while the great struggle 
was in progress, was a resident of lVIissouri. He lost heavily during that time, 
and his wife, her sister and their widowed mother had a hard struggle to keep 
the wolf from the door while the great conflict between the North and South 
was being waged. lVIrs. Capps was one of the first teachers of Newton County, 
is a member of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church, while Mr. Capps has 
long been a Baptist. He is a member of Bellefonte Lodge of the A. F. & A. lVI. 

lVIATTHEW SOOTER. He whose name heads this sketch is one of the 
prominent farmers of Searcy County, Ark., for he has inherited the love of 
the calling which has ever characterized his ancestors and has had practical 
experience in this line from his youth up. His father, Eli Sooter was a Ten
nesseean, became a resident in Searcy County, Ark., in 1825, and until his 
death was engaged in successfully tilling the soil on Bear Creek. He was 
called to "that bourne whence no traveler returns" when the subject of this 
sketch was about seven years old, and his widow, who was a native Kentuckian, 
married again in Searcy County and died in 1882. Her maiden name was 
Stacie Adams, and she was a daughter of Robert Adams, who came to this 
section in 1822 from Kentucky, and died here on his farm on Bear Cree.k. 
The children born to Eli and Stacie Sooter numbered seven and were named 
as follows: Berry, Robert, Matthew, Edward, Cynthia, Jane and Mary. The 
mother's second husband was Robert Waterson, by whom she had four 
children: Sarah, James, Benjamin F. and Arrella, the two eldest being dead. 
lVIatthew Sooter first saw the light of day in Wiley's Cove, in this county 
December 9, 1839, and the early common schools of this section afiorded him 
a practical education. When the war came up he enlisted in Company F, of 
the Second Arkansas Cavalry, and was a participant in a number of battles 
that occurred during Price's raid, and at the time of his discharge, two years 
later, held the rank of sergeant. He is a Republican of pronounced views and 
in 1893 his party honored him by an election to the office of county treasurer, 
an office he is acceptably holding at the present time. After the war was over 
he located on a farm on Bear Creek, later lived for some time at Wiley's Cove 
and in 1882 came to the farm where he now lives, which comprises 615 acres 
of as good land as there is in the county. He has met with excellent success 
in this branch of human endeavor, has shown himselfto be possessed of excel
lent business qualifications and as a substantial, law-abiding and public-spirited 
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citizen he has not his superior in the county. The cause of education has ever 
found him one of its stanchest supporters, and he is active in political matters 
also, although he cannot be said to be an office seeker. In 1S68 he was united 
in the bonds of matrimony to Miss Mary E. Ashley, a daughter of vVilliam V. 
and Jane Ashley, the former of whom came to this country from New York 
a~d died in .Searc~ County, Ark., in 1S81, havi~g located here about 1S55. His 
WIdow survIVes hIm. Mrs. Sooter was born !U Pulaski County, Ark., and she 
and her husband are the parents of the following children: Martha A. (widow 
of G. W.Asby), Seth, Hester, Nellie, Jane, Edward, Hugh (who died at the age 
of three years) and Noble S. Mr. Sooter's farm is situated about one and a 
half miles from Marshall and is one of the most fertile and valuable in the 
county. 

JAMES K. P. McHAFFIE. Among the early families to come to this State 
and carve out homes for themselves in the then almost unbroken forest, were 
the McHaffies, who settled in the Ozark Mountains, where they identified them
selves with progress and development. They were of that moral and personal 
integrity which go to make up the model American citizen, and were valuable 
acquisitions to the region in which they settled, which was then in need of 
honorable, substantial and permanent residents. David McHaffie. the father 
of our subject, was one 9f the early pioneers and came to the Ozark region with 
two brothers. John and Hugh McHaffie, and David McHaffie. He took up 
land in what is now Christian County. Hugh, who had a wife and child, died 
many years ago. John died in 18S7. He reared a family and one of his sons 
is living on the old homestead, first settled by the father. David McHaffie 
was born in the grand old State of Virginia, November 4, IS06, and was a son 
of Andrew McHaffie, one of the pioneers of Virginia. David was a young 
man, twenty-eight years of age, when he started to the far West, and he made 
the trip by wagon from Knox County, Tenn., where he had lived from the time 
he was five years of age, his father having moved from Virginia to Tennessee, 
when David was that age. The latter learned the tanner's trade in Tennessee 
and was married in Knox County, a few years before coming to Mis
souri. He selected his wife in the person of :Miss Catherine Sherrid. and this 
ambitious young couple were many weeks on the road, and after reaching Mis
sOUl;i took up a claim in Springfield. This claim consisted of 160 acres, but a 
year later he gave this up and moved to the old farm in what is now Christian 
County. His reason for leaving the claim was that he could not get the bark 
necessary for tanning, and his new claim was the first taken up in that country. 
He followed his trade the principal part of his life, and the old tanyard is still 
standing as a monument to his industry. He took up a large tract of land and 
became a wealthy man. In political matters he was a Democrat up to the late 
war and then became a strong Republican and was a strong Union man during 
the war. He never aspired for office, but was justice of the peace many years 
and was commonly known as Squire. In connection with his trade he also 
carried on farming and stockraising and was a man of sound judgment and 
excellent business acumen. His death occurred August 5, IS93, when eighty
seven years of age. For sixty years he had been a resident. of the .county, 
making his home in the same, except the first year, and at the time of hIs death 
was probably its oldest pioneer. He was a man universally respected and 
could have held any office in the county. Mrs. McHaffie was a native of Ten· 
nessee, born in 1S12, and a daughter of Simon Sherrid, who was a pioneer in 
Tennessee. Two children, Andrew and Jane, were born to Mr. and Mrs. 
McHaffie while living in Tennessee and eight more after coming to Missouri. 
Catherine, the next in order of birth, was born in Springfield and the remainder 
were born on the old homestead in Christian County. Andrew is now living 



196 A REMINISCENT HISTORY 

in Christian County, about one mile from the old home farm, where he is 
engaged in farming. He is one of the influential and representative men of 
the county. He was. a soldier in the ~ivil War; .Jane, single, died in 1863; 
Catherine, was the wife of Alexander Kissee and died January 15, 1876; Eliza
beth, married Sylvanus Kissee and' died May 14, 1868; Simon, resides one 
mile from the old home place in Chri5tian County, is I1?arried and has a family. 
He also served in the Rebellion; James K. P., our subject; George is married 
and resides on the old home place; Julia A., is the wife of ]. J. HydeofChris
tian County; Mary J., is the wife of John E. Stone of Linden, Christian County. 
The mother of these children died February 6, 1863, after having been a life
long member of the Methodist Episcopal Church. She w~s a true pis>neer 
woman and for many years spun, wove and' made the c10thmg for her large 
family. The father often shot deer from his cabin door and was considerable 
of a hunter. He taught his four sons his trade and left a large estate, all the 
children owning property bought by him. His youngest son owns the old 
home place. The subject of this sketch was born in Greene County, Mo., 
about twenty miles southeast of Springfield, in what is now Christian County, 
March 17, 1846, and is known by all in this part of the State. He grew to 
mature years on the home place and attended the subscription schools of his 
day, receiving but a limited education. At an early age he was taught habits 
of industry and perserverance by his father, and following his precept and 
example has become one of the leading business men of the country. He 
remained at home until twenty-seven years of age; in 1873 went to Taney 
County, Mo., and locating at Kissee Mills he engaged in merchandising in 
company with Alexander Kissee. Three years later he sold out to his partner 
and located on the farm where he now lives, on Beaver Creek, where he owns 
500 acres of rich bottom land. He has a good modern re:;idence and substan
tial out-buildings, etc., and in conneotion with farming is interested in raising 
stock. He has made a success in a business way and is probably the wealthiest 
man in the county. Aside from this. he is president of the Taney County Bank 
at Forsyth, and is possessed of excellent business qualities. In politics he is 
with the Republican party, and in 1885 was elected by that party to the office 
of sheriff and collector. So ably and satisfactorily did he fill that position 
that he was reelected in 1887 and served four years in all. Mr. McHaffie 
selected his wife in the person of Miss Amanda S. Laughlin and their union 
was celebrated January 18,1877. Her parents, James M. and Lucy (Onstote) 
Laughlin, were among the early pioneers of Taney County, the father coming 
originally from Kentucky and the mother from Illinois. Mr. and Mrs. Laugh
lin were married in Taney County and for many years they lived on Beaver 
Creek, near where Mr. McHaffie is now residing and there both died in 1877. 
They reared eleven children: Harvey, died in the Confederate Army during 
the war; Margaret, died in 1889; Elizabeth, is the wife of W. A. Pumphrey of 
Kansas; Emeline, the widow of L. W. Yandell, of Kansas; Eliza, wife of S. J. 
William, died in 1892; Amanda, wife of our subject; Cubine, the wife of Mr. 
Gayhart, of Kansas; Ellen, the widow of Robert Burns; William, living in 
Kansas and John, Henry and Thomas died when about grown to manhood. 
Mrs. McHaffie was born in Taney County, near where she now lives. To Mr. 
and Mrs. McHaffie have been born four children, only two of whom are now 
living: Columbus, a young man still at school and D. c., who is also in school. 
The two deceased were named Hester P. and Aggie J. They are members of 
the Christian Church, and the former is a member of the Masonic order, 
Forsyth Lodge No. 453. Mr. McHaffie is a man of influence, and the family 
is one of the leading ones of the county. 
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WILLIAM M. GARNER. This gentleman is a substantial citizen of Ouitman, 
Ark., of which city he has been a resident since 1858. His uncle, \V.-\V. Gar
~er, was the first resident of the town, having located there in 1856. Will
Iam M. Garner was born in Lawrence County, Ark., in 1844, his father, Isaac 
C. Garner, having been a native of South Carolina. On coming to Arkansas he 
first located III Jackson County, then moved to Lawrence County and finally 
settled III Scott County, where he died. He was a farmer and stockraiser 
and in 1854 took a drove of stock across the plains, the journey to California 
occupying ten months. He sold his herd and returned home via the Isthmus 
of Panama, and here, in 1856, he was called from life at the age of forty-two 
years. Hisfirst wife, who lived but a few months after their marriage, was a Miss 
Williams and his second wife was Elnora Garner, who is still living at the age 
of seventy·three years. She is a member of the Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church, as was her husband. Of six children born to them three are now 
living: William M.; Mrs. Sarah Leigh, of Choctaw, Ark., and Mrs. Mary T. 
Allen, who resides at Sugar Loaf, Sebastian County, Ark. The subject of this 
sketch received his education in an old-time log school house of Lawrence 
County, and also attended school for some time in Scott County. His father 
died when he was but eleven years old and at the age of thirteen he began to 
do for himself. H is first work was in his uncle's store in Quitman, where he 
remained until in July, 1861, when he enlisted in Company A, Tenth Arkan
sas Infantry, as orderly sergeant, with which he served until the war closed, 
receiving his parol at Jacksonport in May, 1865. He was at the battle of 
Shiloh, where he was wounded by a musket ball in the leg; the siege of Port 
Hudson, where he was captured and later paroled, the ~Iissouri raid from 
Ironton to Fayetteville; Marks Mill, where he was wounded in the thigh, and 
other engagements of less importance. At the close of the war he had about 
$200, with which he wisely paid his way through a commercial school (the 
well-known Bryant & Stratton), then returned to Arkansas and located at 
Quitman, forming a business association with \V. W. Garner at Eglantine, where 
he remained four years, then bought his uncle's interest in business, and for 
about eleven years conducted a business of his own at that place and also in 
Quitman. In 1874 he returned to Quitman and here has made his home ever 
since. He has done a very extensive business and in 1879-80 shipped 1,008 
bales of cotton, the greatest number ever shipped from the cOllnty by anyone 
man in one season. His trade extended over Van Buren, Searc\', \Vhite and 
Faulkner Counties also. He started in business life without means, and his 
success has been the result of good management and business ability. In 
1875 he was elected a member of the Board of Trustees of Quitman College, 
of which his uncle, "V. \V. Garner, was one of the fOLlnders, and he has been 
connected with the board ever since and has for some time been secretary 
and treasurer. He has taken an active interest in many enterprises for the 
good of his section and has ever been very public spirited. :\Iay 16, 1867, he 
was married to Miss Pearson of this county and the following are their chil
dren: Guy, who is the manager of a coal and wood yard in Fort\Vorth, Tex.; 
l\Iinnie, wife of G. T. Rollow, of Nevada, Tex. :'IlL and :'I1rs. Garner are 
members of the M. E. Church, of which he is one of the stewards, allcUlcis 
also a Royal Arch Mason. He represented his lodge in the Grand Lodge of 
the State and is a member of Quitman Chapter No. 30.--1\1r. Garner is a 
Democrat, and up to the time of Harrison's administration was postmaster at 
Ouitman. 
- CALVIN \VILSON. Douglas County is conspicllolls for its .magn~ficent farms 
that are faultless in way of management and the order III whIch they are 
kept. No one is to be more complimented on the perfect method and order 
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with which their agricultural affairs are conducted than Calvin Wilson, who 
has made his home in this county for the past twenty-f.our years. Like other 
representative citizens of this section he is a native Tennesseean, his birth 
occurring in Campbell County, January 27, 1843. His parents, Benjamin 
and Oma (Ridenhauer) Wilson, were natives of Tennessee. They emigrated 
to Missouri in 1844 and there the mother's death occurred the same year. 
Afterward the father returned with our subject to Tennessee, and in that 
State and Kentucky the latter received his early schooling. Later he attended 
school in Indiana. In the year 1862 he enlisted in Company E, Sixty-fifth 
Indiana Volunteer Infantry and served from August 12 of that year until July 
9, 1865, serving in the same company and regiment all the time. Some of 
the important battles in which he engaged were Knoxville, H..esaca, Atlanta, 
Franklin and Nashville. He was in many minor engagements a"nd numerous skir
mishes. During service he was wounded in the right leg, was lll1nt for duty for 
some time, and still has a slight halt in his gait from the effects of it. A ftcr 
being discharged at Indianapolis, Ind" he located in Pike County, and began 
farming, continuing the same until 1870, when he came to Douglas County. 
Here he located on Clifty Creek, took up a homestead, and resided there until 
1887, when he sold out and bought the farm where he now lives, on Fox 
Creek. He is now the owner of 212 acres, a large portion of which is under 
cultivation, and in connection with farming is engaged in stock raising. 
In politics he supports the principles of the Republican party, and in the 
year IS88 he was elected county collector, discharging the duties of that 
position in an able and efficient manner until 1 S9I. He is one of the most p6p
ular men in the county and is well known throughout its length and breadth_ 
He has shown his appreciation of secret organizations by becoming a member 
of the A. F. & A. 1\1_ and 1. 0_ O. F. He is also a member of the G. A. R. 
M1". \Vilson has contributed his share toward the advancement and improve
ment of Douglas County and is an earnest supporter of all worthy enterprises. 
During the warhe was married in Tennessee to Miss Ph(ehe Housley, daugh
ter of John and Caroline (Henchey) Housley, natives of Tennessee. To Mr. 
and Mrs. Wilson were born seven children; Benjaimn F., on the farm; 
John, who is at Ava; Martha M., deceased, was the wife of B. A. Abup; Mary 
]., died young; William B., at home, and Henrietta, who died young. Mrs. 
Wilson who was born in Tennessee, August IS, 1847, diet! in February, 189'
Mr. Wilson's second union was with Miss Ida HarmoIl, daughter of B. Har
mon, a farmer of Douglas County_ She was born in Virginia. One child has 
been born to this union, ElmoIl_ Mr. and Mrs_ Wilson are members of the 
General Baptist Church, and he is a deacon in the same. Both are highly 
respected in the community and at their home is dispensed a most pleasing 
hospitality to the friends and intimates of the family_ 

HE:->RY DIXON GREEN. The American bar offers the finest opportunities 
for preferment of any country upon the face of the earth, its members being 
privileged, if the talent is not wanting, to attain not only the grandest dis
tinction in the profession, but it is the easiest way of approach to the highest 
official places in the land_ \Vhat is more, the American bar can show an array 
of eminent talent, of profound erudition and of judicial ability equal to that 
of England, France or Germany. The Howell County bar has, during the past 
half century, been greatly distinguished for the learning ane! talent of its 
members, who know no such wore! as fail when pitted against lawyers of other 
sections_ A very bright and most successful young attorney of the above 
mentioned county is Henry Dixon Green, who has won victories at the bar 
that would have reflected credit upon its oldest members_ He is one of the 
best known lawyers of south Missouri, is affable- and genial, making friends 
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wherever he goes, and prominent attorneys in his section say he is one of the 
best trial lawyers in the State. Mr. Green was born in Henderson County, 
Ky., in 1851. His father, H. D. Green, was a captain in the Confederate Army. 
and died while in service. In 1876 our subject left his native State and went 
to Howell County, Mo., where two years later he was admitted to the bar 
having read law with Hon. A. H. Livingston, the present nominee of th~ 
Populist party for Congress. For years after this he and Mr. Livingston were 
law partners, and he was also in partnership with B. F. Olden for about seven 
years. Mr. Green acted as claim agent for the Kansas City, Fort Scott & 
Missouri Railroad for about a year, and afterward had charge of the claim 
department of the Missouri Pacific Railroad Company for the territory of 
Kansas, Nebraska, Colorado and the Indian Territory, but resigned and 
resumed the practice of law at West Plains, Mo., in partnership with George 
R. Chaney and W. A. Gardner. This is one of the strongest law firms in south
ern Missouri. In the year 1878 Mr. Green married at West Plains, Miss Mary 
M. Monks, the daughter of Col. William :Monks, who is a gallant ex-Union 
soldier. Mrs. Green is a strong Republican while Mr. Green is a ~trong sup
porter of Democratic principles, but their home life is happy and peaceful. 
They have a daughter and three sons, healthy, vigorous children. From 1879 
to 1880 Mr. Green was probate judge of Howell County, Mo. He is so well 
known to the people of the county that he needs no recommendation from us. 
H is eloquence and power before the courts of this and other circuits ha ve \\'on 
for him a name and fame that is second to none i;'! this part of the State. The 
following, copied from the West Plains Gazette, speaks for itself: "It always 
affords us great pleasure to speak well and commendatory of any O;Je and 
every one who is deserving. The Gazette always aims to give honor to whom 
honor is due. Especially is this the case when a young and ambitious profes
sional gentleman, one of our own citizens, performs his duty successfully, 
truthfully and excellently. In this connection it is our pleasure to speak of 
the speech made by Henry D. Green, last night, in the case of the State vs. 
A. H. Livingston. lVIr. Green, as he said, had a double duty to perform-the 
defense of a gentleman who he believed to be innocent, and the defense of a 
friend. And right well did he do his part. His speech was of two hours' dura
tion, and from the opening to the close he made a close, argumentative, analyz
ing, earnest, well-knit, connected, logical, convincing and powerful speech. 
We have never, in fact, heard the speech made by Mr. Green last night 
equaled at the bar. This is putting it broadly, but is, most emphatically, 
meant as said. Mr. Green has never claimed to be a criminal lawyer, but his 
effort last night would have done credit to any criminal lawyer." 

HaN. STEPHEN C. HERNDON. During the seventy-two years that have 
passed over the head of the gentleman whose name stands at the head of this 
sketch he has been an active observer of the trend of events, but has been not 
merely a "looker on in Venice" but a citizen who has, through his enterprise, 
his integrity and his public spirit, contributed his full share to the magnificent 
development of the section in which he resides. He comes of an honored 
ancestry, for the well-known old pioneer, George Herndon, was his father, 
from whom he inherited many of his most worthy characteristics. He was 
born in east Tennessee in 1822, but his father was a Virginian by birth, and 
his mother, Hannah (Cox) Herndon, is supposed to have been born in North 
Carolina. They were married in east Tennessee and from there removed to 
Lincoln County, Tenn., and later to Hopkins County, Ky. In 1.850 they 
became residents of Ozark County, Mo., where they passed from hfe son;e
time after the close of the war, having been members of the General BaptIst 
Church for many years. The father was of English ancestry, was a farmer 
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and cooper by occupation and was a soldier in one of the early wars in which 
this country was involved. He was one of ten brothers. The maternal 
grandfather, Henry Cox, died in Lincoln County, Tenn. Hon. Stephen C. 
Herndon was one of nine children born to his parents, their names being as 
follows: Jane, wife of Joseph 'Williams, of Tennessee; Margaret, wife of 
Anthony Williams, of Kentucky; Stephen c.; William was a resident of Ala
bama, but nothing has been heard of him since the war; Henry died in Ozark 
County, Mo., while on a visit to this section; Nathan was a Federal soldier 
and was kil!~d in Arkansas during the war; Isaiah was killed in Webster 
County; Mary became the wife of William Piland, of Ozark County, and 
Minerva became the wife of Samuel Stone, of Ozark County. The early life 
of Stephen C. Herndon was spent on a farm, in the vicinity of which he 
acquired a practical education in the common schools. In 1843 he was mar
ried in Kentucky to l\Iiss Phcebe Frederick, who was born in the Old North 
State and died in 1862 in Ozark County, Mo., having become the mother of 
eight children: Henry William; Susannah, widow of John McCracken; George; 
Hannah, widow of James McGowan, of Texas County, Mo.; James W., also of 
that county; Philip, who resides in the Indian Territory; Lucretia, wife of 
Samuel Williams, of West Plains; and Rebecca, wife of John Davis. In 1863 
Mr. Herndon married Mrs. Lucinda McHowan, and by her has five children: 
Melissa, wife of John H. Piland; Alonzo; Delilah, wife of Thomas A.Kay, of 
Douglas County; Joan, wife of John Eddings, and Nellk, wife of Stonewall J. 
Frazier, who resides with Mr. Herndon. In 1845 Mr. Herndon became a resi
dent of Barre County, Mo., but in I8S I took up his residence in Ozark County 
on a woodland tract on Spring Creek, four miles from any other settlement. 
He at once set to work to improve this place and has resided on the same 
ever since, being the owner of a fine farm of 200 acres, which is well improved 
and exceedingly fertile. He is one of the best known and most highly respected 
residents of the county, and during the forty-three years that he has resided 
here he has shown himself to be very public spirited. Being a stanch Union 
man, he joined the Home Guards at the opening of the Civil War and after a 
short service became a member of the Seventy-third East Missouri Militia 
and was later in the regular Federal service, operating in Missouri and 
Arkansas for some time. He was then made provost marshal, but at the end 
of six months he resigned this office and started to rejoin his family, but on the 
way met a body of the enemy and in a slight skirmish with them had his left 
arm shot to pieces. He has served his connty in various capacities at differ
ent times, was presiding judge of Ozark County before the war, was county 
and circuit clerk by appointment for some time during the war and has since 
been associate and probate judge of the county. He is a member of Robert 
Burns Lodge No. 496 of the A. F. & A. M. at Gainesville, and politically is 
a RepUblican.. He has been an active and industrious man all his life and up 
to within the last two years his health was exceptionally good, but since that 
time he has been unable to perform much manual labor. He is very widely 
and favorably known and he fully deserves the esteem in which he is held. 

HON. VVILLJAM A. LAWING. Within the limits of Christian County, Mo., 
there is not a man of greater personal popularity than Hon. William A. Lawing, 
whose recognized worth and progressive spirit are well known. He was born 
at Murfreesboro, Tenn., November 17, 1818, to the union of Robert and Mary 
Ann (Sublett) Lawing, natives, respectively, of North Carolina and Virginia. 
The parents were married at Murfreesboro, Tenn, where Mrs. Lawing died in 
1843. Afterward, the father married Miss Ellen vVard, who now resides in 
Jasper County;, Mo. \Vhile a resident of Tennessee the father followed the 
occupation of cotton planter and cotton-gin maker, but later moved to Missis-
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sippi, where he was engaged as a planter alone. In 1856 he came to Christian 
County, Mo., and located on the Finley, near Ozark, where his death occurred 
during the war. He sympathized with the South, but took no part in the war. 
Honest and indu&trious, he was an ideal neighbor, and a representative citizen. 
His father was a Welshman, who came to America and passed the closing 
scenes of his life in the Old North State, where he reared a large family. 
Grandfather Sublett was a native Virginian, but an early settler of Rutherford, 
County, Tenn., where he spent his last days, dying about 1840. All his life he 
tilled the soil. He came of Irish descent. His wife was a Miss Akin, and they 
reared a large family. The original of this notice was the second in order of 
birth of eight children, viz.: Sarah, who died in Tennessee when young; 
Mary, who became the wife of Preston Hatchett, of Winchester, Tenn.; Allen, 
who died in Arkansas, and left a family; Frances, who died in Tennessee; Rob
ert, a farmer in this county; Louisa, a resident in Ozark, and James V., who 
died in the Confederate Army. Our subject had several half brothers and sis
ters. His youthful days were passed in assisting on the farm, in Rutherford 
County, Tenn., and in attending the common schools. He learned the carpen
ter's trade, and when sixteen years of age started out to make his own way in 
life. He first went to Mississippi, soon after to Florida and Alabama, and 
about 1835 went to Texas, where he remained about two years and a half build
ing houses at Houston and Galveston. Returning to Tennessee, in 1843, he 
remained there a short time and then came to Christian County, 1\10., where he 
was engaged in mill building for some time. About 1847 he was married to Miss 
Angelina R. Weaver, daughter of John and Barbara \Veaver, who came from 
Marshall County, Tenn., to Christian County, Mo., about 1841. There Mrs. 
Weaver died, and the father died at Memphis, Tenn .. of cholera while there on 
business. Mrs. Lawing was born in Marshall County, Tenn. Our subject's 
marriage resulted in the birth of ten children, as follows: Martha Susan (de
ceased), was the wife of Henry Clark, who now resides at Dallas, Tex.; Mary 
Frances, is the widow of Dr. Joseph Bertier; William Thomas; Barbara, widow 
of William Wrightsman; Lela, wife of Stephen Bain; Adelaide, wife of 
Joseph A. Hammond, of Billings, Mo.; John R., of Cherokee Strip; Blanche, 
wife of Lora Horn, of St. Louis; Amie. wife of Thomas L. Robertson, and 
Lola, wife of L. H. Crawford, of Idaho. When first married Mr. Lawing set
tled in the woods on his present farm, three miles southeast of Ozark, where he 
now owns a fine farm of 300 acres. At one time he was the owner of 1,400 
acres, all the result of his own efforts. He built many of the mills in Christian 
County, also the bridge and the court house at Ozark, in connection with John 
R. Weaver, his brother-in-law. For a number of years he owned and operated 
the mill at Ozark, with John R. Weaver. Soon after its erection it was taken 
possession of by the Confederates, who ran it for a few months. Of late years 
Mr. Lawing has turned his attention to farming. Although a Southern man, 
he was a stanch Unionist from the beginning of the war, and belonged to the 
Home Guards, doing valuable service for the Union, and sparing no pains or 
expense in informing the Federals of the movements of the enemy. He was 
harassed many times by both armies, was captured several times, and was a 
prisoner at Springfield for s~veral weeks at one time. A fe,y weeks .after the 
Pea Ridge fight Capt. Gunmng and about seventeen of hiS guernlla band 
attacked his house, about 2 or 3 o'clock in the night, and demanded that the 
door be opened. This Mrs. Lawing, with characteristic firmness and bravery, 
refused to do. Preparations were th~n made to brea~ dow? the ~oor, but 1\1:. 
Lawing fired into the crowd, woundmg Capt. Gunnmg qUite senously. ThiS 
brought forth a general firing from the latter's men, and they made several 
unsuccessful attempts to burn the house; daylight, however, caused them to dis-
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appear. In 1862 Mr. Lawing was elected to represent Christian County in the 
Legislature as a Union man. Politically, he was formerly a Whig, and cast his 
first presidential vote for Clay, in 1840. He voted for Bell and Everett in 1860 
apd for McClellan in 1864. Since 1864 hehasbeenan uncompromisingDemo_ 
crat. Socially he is a member of Friend Lodge, A. F: & A. M., No. 352, at 
Ozark. Mr. Lawing is among the oldest settlers of Christian County, and one 
of its best-known citizens. 

JOHN J. MORROW, M. D. Health is the most precious gift of nature, and 
how to retain it and how to regain it when lost are matters of vital moment. 
For this the physician's services arc often required, and it is therefore most 
necessary that he should be a man of intelligence, well-posted in his profession 
and conscientious and painstaking in his practice. These requi,rements arc 
possessed by Dr. John J. Morrow, who is an exceptionally successful physician 
of Gassville, Baxter County, Ark. He was born at McMinnville, \Van·en 
County, Tenn., October 27, 1861, a son of D. G. and Mary J. (Kimberling) 
Morrow, the former of whom was also born in Warren County. His father, 
John Morrow, was a soldier in the War of ISI2, and was in the Lattle of l'-Iorse 
Shoe Bend. He was married three times and some of the members of his 
family still reside in Warren County, Tenn., one of whom held a re~ponsible 
official position recently. When a young man D. G. Morrow crossed the 
plains (IS..j8) with cattle to California and he returned home via the Isthmus 
of Panama. In 1852 he made another trip to California, and after his return 
East he stopped at Ozark, Mo., where he sold goods for some time. Just 
prior to the opening of the Civil War he made a trip to his native State, when 
the war opened he again came to Arkansas, and has ever since been a resident 
of Marion County, where he is classed among· the most substantial citizens. 
Dr. John J. Morrow was given the advantages of a good education in his youth 
and besides being an attendant of the school of Yellville, pursued his studies 
at Valley Springs, Boone County, Ark., after which he was engaged in teach
ing for some time. In this way he obtained means to purslIe his Medical 
studies, and while teaching he also read medicine, his preceptor being Dr. W. 
T. Bryan. In the sessions of 1887-·88-89 he attended lectures in the Medical 
Department Arkansas Industrial University, from which he graduated with 
honors, being second in his class. He at once commenced the practice of his 
profession at Wiley's Cove, in Searcy County, but a few months later bought 
out J. H. Lindsey, M. D., at Glassville, and has since been one of the foremost 
physicians of this county. Although he is young in yl~ars and has practiced 
his profession but a short time, he has already won golden opinions for himself 
as a practitioner of the" healing art," and his clientele is already large and 
constantly on the increase. He is examining physician for the Equitable Life 
Insurance Com pany, of New York, and has been appointed one of the board 
of medical examiners of Baxter County, by the Pension Department. He has 
been secretary of the County Medical Association, has been vice-president 
and is now president of the same, and is also secretary of the District Medical 
Society. He commands the respect of his medical brethren as well as ,those 
who require his services, and gives every promise of becoming eminent in his 
profession. Socially he is a member of Gassville Lodge of the A. F. & A. M. 
January 5, 1894, he was married to Hattie L Curlee, a daughter of John Cur
lee, of this county. 

DR. LAFAYETTE HENSON. Dr. Henson is still in the dawn of the slIccess 
which has attended his efforts in a professional way, but has already given 
abundant evidence of the ability which qualifies him for a high place in the 
medical profession. He is a true son of Missouri and of Stone County, his 
birth occurring in the western part of this county October 6, 1858. The 
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progenitor of this family in America was Peter Henson, who settled in Ten
nessee at an early date, and where his ancestors resided for a number of 
generations. Thomas Henson, the grandfather of our subject, was born in 
that State and was there married. Later he moved to Illinois and made his 
home there until 1835, when he moved to the wilds of Stone County, Mo. 
He followed farming to some extent, but was a minister of the Hard Shell 
Baptist Church for many years, and was well known all over southwest 
Missouri. He and wife reared a large family and some members are still liv
ing in Barry County, Mo, and are quite aged people. The grandparents 
settled on Flat Creek, within a mile of the Barry County line, and took up 
Government land. Zachariah Henson, the father of our subject, was born in 
Tennessee in 1814, and was but a child when his parents moved to Illinois. 
\;Vhen he was twenty-one years of age they came to Stone County, Mo., 
and he assisted his father in clearing and improving the home place on Flat 
Creek. He received but a limited education, but was a man of unusually bright 
intellect, and became one of the prominent men of Stone County, holding the 
office of county judge from 1858 to 1866, and also held the office of justice of 
the peace. In politics he was a Democrat, and took a deep interest in the 
issues of the day. During the Civil War he was captian in a Home Guard 
company in Stone County, and was kept busy fighting bushwhackers. Mr. 
Henson always took a decided interest in all public improvements, was well 
and favorably known all over the county, and extended a helping hand to all 
laudable enterprises. He married Miss Armala Williams, a native of Kentucky, 
born in 1819, and the daughter of John B. Williams, who was a native of 
the Blue Grass State also, and of Irish descent. The Williams family came to 
Stone County about 1835, and settled at Cape Fair, where they were among 
the earliest settlers. They came in an ox wagon, took up Government land, 
and John B. Williams became prominent in public affairs, holding important 
offices in the county. In politics he was a Republican. The mother of our 
subject was a young woman when the family settled in this county, before 
which time she was married to our subject's father. Twelve children were the 
fruits of this union, eight of whom are now living: Wiley, a married man, 
died while in the army; Mary, wife of Judge A. Carney of Barry County; 
Sarah J., wife of Judge 1\1. A. Galloway; Telitha married Berton Carney; 
Melvina, wife of F. 1\1. Galloway; Marion married and resides on Flat Creek, 
in Stone County; Susan, deceased, was the wife of A. J. l'IIorris; Lafayette, 
subject; Siegel, see sketch; and the remainder died young. The parents of 
these children were well respected by all acquainted with them, and on the 
farm where they had resided so many years, their last days were passed, the 
father dying in June, 1877, and the mother in August of the same year. The 
early life of Dr. Lafayette Henson was spent on the home farm and in a mill 
on this fal·m. He received a fair education in the common school, and early 
in life showed a marked liking for the study of medicine. which liking he 
cultivated by attending lectures in the Missouri Medical College, St. Louis. 
He entered that institution October I, IS81, and graduated March 6, 1883, after 
which he started to practice at Flat Creek, Barry County. One year later he 
moved to Marionville, where he practiced a number of months and then came 
to Galena August 13, 1884. Here he has since made his home and built up a 
flattering practice. \Vhile a resident of Barry County he was a member of 
the County Board of Health, appointed by the County Court. At present he is 
a member of the Southwest Missouri District Medical Association and the 
Lawrence County Medical Association. He is also a medical examiner of 
the Northwest Masonic Association of Chicago, the Equitable Life Insur
ance Society of New York City, and the Mutual Life Insurance Company, 
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also of New York City. Socially the Doctor is a member of Galena Lodge 
No. SIS, A. F. & A. M., of which he has been secretary for the past two years. 
He is a Democrat in politics, and is active in all public matters. In this 
county he was married to Miss Sarah Frances Melton, a native of Stone 
County and the daughter of E. J. and Susan (Overstreet) Melton, a prominent 
family of Stone County for many years. The Doctor and wife are the parents 
of five children, as follows: Charles L., a teacher: John E., a painter: Florence, 
Nellie and Myrtle. Dr. Henson owns his home in Galena, has been unusually 
successful in his practice, and is a thorough student. He was appointed 
secretary of the Board of United States Examining Surgeons at Galena, in 
1889, and holds that position at the present time. Mrs. Henson is a member 
of the Christian Church. The Doctor is proud of the fact that he has com
plied with all the laws governing practice in Missouri. He believes that they 
are necessary, and that every practitioner should be made observe them. His 
name is the first on the record of registered physicians in this county, and he 
is the first native-born citizen of the county to graduate in medicine. 

ANDREW J. COFFEl". Ozark County, Mo., is well known for the richness 
of its soil, and among those industrious farmers who have assisted in making 
this section the rich agricultural district that it is may be mentioned Andrew 
J. Coffey, who was born in Ashe County, N. c., in 1833, of which State his 
parents, Cleveland and Susan (Hayes) Coffey, were also natives. During the 
early boyhood of Andrew J. Coffey, he was taken by his parents to Hawkins 
County, Tenn., and soon after to Granger County, where the mother died some 
fifty years ago. Mr. Coffey remarried afterward and then returned to the 
Old North State, where he died about 1866, having been a farmer and mechanic 
throughout life. He was a man of much industry, led an active and upright 
life, and in religion was a Missionary Baptist. His father, Jesse Coffey, was an 
early settler of North Carolina and breathed his last in Burke County when 
Andrew J. was a small lad. He was of Irish ancestry, a farmer by occupation, 
and was a minister of the Primitive Baptist Church. The children born to 
Cleveland and Susan Coffey are as follows: Andrew J.: \Villiam, who was a 
soldier of the Confederate Army and was killed at Mission Ridge; Thomas 
was a Federal soldier, but nothing has been heard of him since the war; Martha 
died young; Susan E. is the wife of Aaron McGinnis, of Ozark County, Mo. 
The education and rearing which was given the average farmer's boy of his 
day was given to Andrew J. Coffey, and in 1849 he came to the conclusion 
that" it is not good for man to live alone" and led to the altar Louisa, daughter 
of Jeremiah Hutchinson. She was born in East Tennessee, and died in Ozark 
County, Mo., in 1871, having become the mother of eight children: Athela M., 
widow of Z. T. Maritt; Mary J., who died young; Thomas J., who died after 
reaching manhood; Susan J .,who died in early womanhood; James T.; Andrew J., 
Jr.; Cleveland and William W. who died in infancy. January I 1,1872, Mr. Coffey 
took for his second wife Rachel, daughter of William and Mary Ann Imes, 
who were Tennesseeans, in which State the father died, and from which the 
mother emigrated to Ozark County, Mo., her death occurring in this region. 
Mrs. Coffey was born in Tennessee and by Mr. Coffey has become the mother 
of the following children: Joseph Ambrose, Louisa, Mahala, Avarilla, R.obert 
(deceased), Charley, John A., Francis M., Etha, Melissa and Albert. In 
November, 1854, Mr. Coffey arrived in Ozark County, Mo., the journey by 
wagon from Tennessee occupying twenty-six days. He rented land for one 
year after his arrival here, then lived on Little North Fork until the opening 
of the war. During the great struggle between the North and South his 
family lived in Douglas and 'Webster Counties. Mr. Coffey served in the 
Horne Guards until the fall of 1861, when he joined Col. John S. Phelps' regi-
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ment of six months' troops and was stationed at Rolla the most of the time. 
At the end of his term of enlistment he served again in the Missouri State 
Militia, after which he was in the Sixth Provisional Regiment until the spring 
of 1864, when he was detailed home to raise a corps, and in the fall of that year 
joined the Forty·sixth Missouri Infantry as second lieutenant of Company I, 
and was thereafter in Ozark County and at Springfield the most of the time. 
He was a brave and faithful supporter of the Union cause, and after the war 
was made sheriff of Ozark County, and at the election of 1866 was elected to 
the office for two years and again in 1874. In 1884 he was elected to the 
Legislature on the Democrat ticket and served on the Committees on 
Retrenchment and Reform, County Boundaries, etc. Up to 1892 he had been 
a supporter of Democratic principles, but since that time he has cast his lot 
with the Republican party. His first presidential vote was cast for John Bell, 
in 1860. Mr. Coffey is a member of Robert Burns Lodge No. 496, of the A. F. 
& A. M., at Gainesville, and of the G. A. R. He was left a widower February 
21, 1892, his wife having been an earnest member of the General Baptist 
Church, as is he. He has lived on his present farm since 1869, which com· 
prises a fertile and well-tilled tract of 247 acres, about four miles below 
Gainesville. 

J. E. \VICKERSHAM. The evolutions in the industrial world and the 
improved modes of manufacturing things have been marvelous in the past 
half century, and scarcely an industry exists that has been left untouched by 
the spirit of reform. The demand of the age is for labor-saving machinery, 
improved tools and appliances, and short cuts generally to desired ends. The 
general hardware store is an excellent means of supplying the demand. An 
excellent establishment of this kind is owned by J. E. Wickersham, of Yell
ville, of which city he is a native. His parents, James and Narcissus (Hamb
let) Wickersham, have resided in the vicinity of Yellville for over fifty years, 
the birth of the former occurring in Marion County, Ky., November I, 1824. 
His parents were Daniel and Susannah (Martin) Wickersham, the former a 
native of Kentucky, and the latter of Virginia. The great-grandfather, Sam
uel Wickersham, was born in the East, but removed to Kentucky at an early 
day. Daniel and Susannah Wickersham first moved from Kentucky to Indi
ana, thence to Arkansas in 1848, and engaged in milling and farming in the 
vicinity of Yell ville, accumulating a goodly fortune. Wh en he had reached the 
age of seventy-five years his house was attacked by robbers, and in order to 
make him tell where his money was concealed they took him from his home 
and hung him to a tree, but still he would not tell when let down. He was 
then left with a guard and the other robbers went to the house to force his 
wife to tell where the money was concealed, but Mr. 'Wickersham managed to 
make his escape from the man who guarded him, although he was shot by the 
latter, and later died from the effects of the wound. He was a worthy and 
law-abiding citizen, was a mechanic of no mean order, but gave the most of 
his time to his mill. His wife died in 1855, having borne him ten children: 
Elizabeth, Nancy, Rachel, Rhoda, Susan, John, Jesse, Sally, James and Cassie, 
J. E. Wickersham being the only one now living. After the death of his first 
wife, Daniel Wickersham married again, Elizabeth Dozier becoming his wife, 
and to them four children were given: George, Newton, Jasper and Marion, 
all of whom reside in this county, except Newton. who was drowned in 
Crooked Creek. Daniel 'Wickersham was a worthy old pioneer and first came 
to this country on horseback, purchasing the mill which he afterward operat~d. 
He then went back to Indiana for his son Jesse and another hand; returnmg 
to Arkansas he ran the mill for one year, then returned to Indiana for his 
family. James vVickersham was but a lad when he came to this county, and 



208 A REMINISCENT HISTORY 

his early educational advantages were limited. He began doing for himself 
in 1846, he then being about twenty years of age, when he married Miss Hamblet 
whose parents, Abner and Sarah (lnge) Hamblet, came to this section about 
1842, locating on a farm on which they died in 1864 and 1867, respectively. 
Their children were as follows: Chesley, Edwin, George, Mary]., Richard, 
Narcissus and \Villiam, and only the two last mentioned are living. Imme
diately after his marriage James Wickersham located on a farm one mile from 
Yellville, but in 1853 moved to the farm on which he now resides. In addition 
to tilling the soil he has followed the occupation of a carpenter to some extent 
and has erected many substantial buildings. He is the owner of about 600 
acres of good farming land and has raised considerable stock. In 1863 he 
went to Missouri, where he made his home for two years, then returned to 
Arkansas, and has since been one of the most substantial citizens of Marion 
County. He and his wife are members of the Presbyterian Church, in which 
he is a deacon, and in that faith they have reared their children, who were 
named as follows: Daniel, a farme.r of this county; Abner, an architect of Seattle, 
Wash.; Mary, who died in childhood; Sarah, who also died young; John, a 
farmer of this county; Jesse, who was killed while working on a bridge, at the 
age of twenty-three years; Martha, wife of Jacob Noe, of this county; James 
E., whois riving in Yellville; George, a merchant of Bruno, Ark.; Rachel, wife 
of F. G. Huddleston, of Bruno; Belle, wife of William Lewallen, M. D., of 
Indian Territory; Ellen and Elgada. Minnie M. died at the age of six years. 
George Wickersham was born in Yellville, October 22, 1862, and was educated 
in the schools of Yellville. At the age of nineteen he began learning the 
blacksmith's trade in Yellville, and after working at the trade for five years, 
he formed a partnership with F. G. Huddleston, and opened a general mer
cantile business at Bruno, and in 1893 became sole proprietor and has since 
done a prosperous business alone. He has a stock of $2,000 and does an 
annual business of $6,000. He was married to Jennie Massey, and by her has 
two children: Jesse C. and Anna. M. Mr. Wickersham is a Republican, and 
he and his wife are members of the Christian Church. J. E. Wickersham, 
whose name heads this sketch, was born August 18, 1859, grew up on a' farm, 
and attended the schools of Yellville and Harrison, Ark. He embarked in 
business life in 1880, as a clerk in McChesney & Son's store, at Batesville, Ark., 
and for five years later was with J. H. Berry & Son, in Yellville. In 1890 he was 
appointed postmaster of Yellville by President Harrison, and held the office 
until July 12, 1893, when he embarked in the hardware business in a building 
owned by his father. He carries an excellent line of stoves, tinware and some 
hardware. Being a practical tinsmith, he has a shop in connection with his 
store and is making a specialty of roofing. He was a teacher in the public 
schools of the county for some time, and has never hesitated to turn his hand 
to any honorable employment he could find to do, and as a result he is mak
ing money. He has always. been a strong Republican, is a member of Yell
ville Lodge of the K. of H., and is one of the public-spirited young citizens of 
the county. He was married to Miss Nellie E. Jeffries, a daughter of Robert 
E. Jeffries, of Springfield, Mo.; she was born in Greene County, Mo., and has 
borne her husband three children: Daisy P., Homer E. and Roy J. Mrs. 
Wickersham is a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and she and 
her husband are very highly regarded in Yellville. 

HON. J. C. FLOYD. The profession of law is a branch of human endeavor 
which brings into play the most brilliant talents, the most extensive knowl
edge, the strongest sentiments, moral, spiritual and material, and its power for 
good or evil is vast and invincible. In the hands of mean men its practices 
often become as shameful and despised as its adapt ions and usefulness are 
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made, by those inspired with noble principles and generous emotions, sublime 
and admired. As a legal practitioner whose honor is above criticism, whose 
ability places him in the front rank of the Arkansas bar, and whose name is 
widely known and highly respected, is Hon. J. C. Floyd, who is admirably 
adapted to prosecute this most exalted of professions. He is the able prose
cuting attorney of the Fourteenth Judicial District, and is a resident of Yell
ville, Marion County, A;k. He was born in Sparta, Tenn., April 14, 1858, a 
son of John W. and Ehza J. (Snodgrass) Floyd, both Tennesseeans by birth 
and bringing up. During Colonial times several brothers of the name of 
Floyd came to this country from 'vVales, one settling in Virginia, another in 
North Carolina and the other in Georgia, the first mentioned being the imme
diate ancestor of the subject of this sketch. John W. Floyd was in the Con
federate service during the war, and was quartermaster of his regiment. In 
1869 he came with his family to Benton County, Ark., and is now living in 
Bentonville, retired from the active duties of life. He is a member of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, South, and is a son of William Floyd, who was 
also a'Tennesseean. Hon. J. C. Floyd was one of a family of seven children, 
the other members being: William S., who is an able attorney of Bentonville, 
was formerly a resident of Marion County, and held the office of county 
judge; ]. R. is a graduate of the Memphis Medical College, took the first 
honors in the class of 1885, and is now a successful medical practitioner of 
Texas; Frank F. is a successful groceryman of Bentonville; Carrie is the wife 
of William Maxwell of Bentonville; Maggie died at the age of twenty-one 
years; and Birdie, who died in infancy. The maternal grandfather of the sub
ject of this sketch, James Snodgrass, was of Scotch descent, and removed to 
Tennessee from Virginia, and there followed the calling of a merchant. His wife 
was a Miss McKinney. The early life of Hon. J. C. Floyd was spent in farm 
labor and in attending the schools of Bentonville, after which he finished his 
education in the Arkansas Industrial University at Fayetteville, Ark., gradu
ating in the class of 1879, after which he engaged in teaching, and while fol
lowing this occupation pursued the study of law in the office of E. S. McDaniel, 
at Bentonville, and in 1882 was admitted to the bar. He came at once to 
Marion County and opened an office at Yellville, where his ability and com
prehensive knowledge of his profession placed him among the foremost law
yers of the section. In 1888 he was elected to represent Marion County in 
the State Legislature, in which body he served with distinguished ability, and 
in 1890 he was elected to the office of prosecuting attorney of the Fourteenth 
Judicial District, without opposition, and was reelected in 1892, in the same 
way. He has been the prosecuting attorney in seven murder trials, has con
ducted his cases ably and with the utmost judgment, but has made no specialty 
of criminal practice. He has always been a Democrat in politics, was a dele
gate to the State Conventions in 1889 and in 1892, and has had more or less to do 
with the public affairs of Marion County ever since he has resided here. He 
has held the office of county examiner of teachers in this and Benton Counties, 
and he has ever been interested in the work of the public schools. In the accu
mulation of worldly goods he has met with success, and besides his pleasant 
home in Yellville he owns some fine farming land in different parts of the 
county. He was married in 1887 to Miss Virginia Berry, a daughter of ]. H. 
Berry, the oldest pioneer of Yellville, in which place. she was. born, reared a~d 
educated. Her union with Mr. Floyd has resulted 111 the birth of two chIl
dren: Nina B. and Rector H. Mr. and Mrs. Floyd are attendants of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church South. 

WILLIAM R. BROOKSHER, M. D. As a successful physician Dr. Brooksher 
has done much for the cause of suffering humanity, and has won honor and 
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the evidences of deserved success for himself. While engaged in the cares of 
his profession, he has not forgotten to fulfill the demands of good citizenship, 
and no enterprise of a worthy public nature has appealed in vain to him for 
support. He was born in Bartow County, Ga., in 1864, a son of William R. 
Brooksher, Sr., a sketch of whom precedes this. Dr. Brooksher was reared on 
the old home farm in this county, receiving the advantages of the public schools 
in the vicinity of his home, and made good progress in his studies. In 1885 
he took up the study of medicine, instinctively turning to that broad field of 
human suffering for his life work, and pursued his investigations in the office 
of Dr. R. J. Pierce, of this county, after which he entered the Missouri Med
ical College of St. Louis, where he remained for some time. In 1891 he gradu
ated from the Kentucky School of Medicine at Louisville, with the second 
honors of his class, composed of 155 graduates, and in 1892-3 he took a post
graduate course in New York City, and is, without doubt, the best read medical 
man of the county. He makes it a point to keep in touch with every advance 
made in his profession, and as a general practitioner has already made a name 
for himself. He is a member of the State and County Medical Associations, 
gives all his time to his profession, and being skillful, conscientious and faith
ful, he has gained a large practice. In early life he taught school for some 
time, and was pronounced an excellent teacher. His wife was Miss Ida Cox, 
a daughter of P. A. Cox, of Mount Home. She was born in Baxter County, 
Ark., and is a graduate of Ouachita Baptist College, in the class of 1890, and is 
an accomplished and intelligent lady. The Doctor is a member of Yellville 
Lodge of the A. F. & A. M., the K. of P.; is a Democrat politically, and has 
long been connected with the Methodist Episcopal Church, while his wife 
is a member of the Baptist Church. 

WASHINGTON M. WADE. Washington M. Wade, ex-clerk and recorder 
of Christian County, and a prominent banker of the county, was born in Car
roll County, Ark., January 21, 1858, and was the youngest of ten children born 
to the union of Joseph and Nancy (Sivley) Wade. The father was born in 
Warren County, Ky., near Bowling Green, March 4, 1814, and the mother was 
born in Lawrence County, Ala., in 1816. The latter was the daughter of Mr. 
and Rachel Sivley, and was the only one of the family to come to Missouri. 
Our subject's paternal grandparents were Joseph Wade and his wife, formerly 
Miss Mounts. The father of our subject came from Alabama to Greene County, 
Mo., in 1840, but subsequently moved to Arkansas, where he made his home 
until 1861. He then moved to Rolla, Mo., for being a strong Union man his 
ideas did not accord with his nei~hbors', and he thought it prudent to leave. 
He enlisted in the army, but was rejected on account of his age. His wife took 
the family and located in the northeast part of Christian County, but after 
residing there one year, moved to Grand Prairie. in Greene County, north of 
Republic. In 1866 the family moved to the southwest point of Christian 
County, Galloway Township, near Highlandville, and there resided until the 
death of the father, on the 29th of January, 1888. The mother died on the 8th 
of March, 1883. They came from Alabama to Missouri by wagon, and the 
father entered land in Galloway Township. Mr. Wade was at one time a Whig, 
but later, or in 1856, he became a stanch Republican. He never cared for office, 
but gave his whole attention to farming and stockraising, at which he was 
unusually successful. He and Mrs. Wade were members, in good standing, of 
t~e Meth?dist Episcopal Church. He was made a Mason in 1833, and at the 
time of hIs death was the oldest Mason in Christian County. He was a mem
ber of Friend Lodge No. 352. In addition to a common-school education, 
our subject attended Marionville College in Lawrence County, Mo., and grad
uated from the same June 3,1880. He then began teaching, following that pro-
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fession in Christian and Stone Counties, teaching near Ozark up to 1886, when 
he was elected clerk and recorder of the county by the Republican party, but 
received good support from both parties. After holding this office for four 
years, he came to Forsyth and established the Taney County Bank, I"ith a 
capital stock of $10,000. He has a deposit of $20,000, and is loaning money on 
personal and real estate security. The stockholders of Christian' and Taney 
Counties are J. K. P. McHaffie. president; S. W. Baswill, vice-president; W. 
M. Wade, cashier; and Alice \Vade, assistant cashier. The bank opened up 
August 17, 1891, in the Taney County Court House, and 1\11'. Wade was instru
mental in establishing this bank. He is a self-made man, carried himself 
through college by his own exertions, and is one of the best business men in 
southwest Missouri. In politics he has always been identified "'ith the Repub
lican party, and has ever been interested in public affairs. Fraternally he is a 
Mason, a member of Friend Lodge No. 352, and has held a number of offices 
of the lodge, being a prominent member of the same. :"Ilr. \'"ade is connected 
with different enterprises. He deals in real estate and owns farm and town 
property. He married Miss Alice Maxwell, a natil'e of Lawrence County, 
Mo., born March 20, 1865, and daughter of \Villiam G. and N. E. :"IIaxwell, the 
mother now living in Springfield. :\lr. and :\Irs. Wade attend the Cumber
land Presbyterian Church, of which she is a member, and both are leaders in 
society. Her parents came from Tennessee to this State at an early day. 

T. W. JOH:-1S0:-1. There is no country in the world in which the march of 
civilization is more noticeable than America, where home life is at the highest 
ebb of refinement and moral excellence. I n even' branch of life is this notice
able, the homes in particular showing the delicate tOllch of the housewife whose 
keen sense of refinement leads her to command the best and most artistic class 
of furniture. All classes of furniture may be found at the emporium of T. \V. 
Johnson, who is the largest and only exclusive dealer in furniture and sash and 
doorsin this part of the State. He has been a resident of Harrison since June, 
1876, coming from Bellefonte. On first coming to the State he located at 
Yellville, where he followed the trade of a carpenter for two years. In 1870 he 
came to this country from Copenhagen, Denmark, landing at Boston; from 
there he removed to Marshalltown, Iowa, where he worked at his trade one 
year, then to Grinnel, Iowa, two years, and then came to Arkansas. After 
coming to Harrison he followed contracting and building for some time and 
erected many of the most important business buildings and private residences 
of the place. He is still following this occupation, is a master mechanic, a 
careful and painstaking workman, and that this fact is realized is shown by the 
large number of contracts given him. In the fall of 1885 he embarked in the 
furniture business with a stock worth from $4,000 to $5,000, and his annual 
sales amounted to from $12,000 to $15,000. \Vhen he came to this country he 
had very little means, and what he now has is the result of earnest, thoughtful 
toil. He is one of the most substantial citizens of the place, is a careful business 
man and the owner of a considerable amollnt of real estate in Harrison. He 
is a member of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church, and was married in 1874 
to Miss Lou A. Dennis, a native of Ohio and a daughter of William :\1. Dennis, 
who is a boot and shoe maker of Harrison. 1\fr. and !\Irs. Johnson have three 
children: Edwin,Alfred and T.W.,Jr. Politically :"IIr.Johnson is a Republican and 
has served as a member of the city council. He is of the stuff of which worthy 
and useful citizens are made, has been active in Sundar-school work, as well 
as in all enterprises tending to the benefit of the section in which he lived. He 
has accumulated a comfortable fortune and his furniture store has pro\'en 
popular with the public and a profitable source of rel·enue. 

13 
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J. A. V/EATHERMAN. Among the prominent men of the county who have 
held the office of sheriff, none have filled it in a more efficient and satisfactory 
manner than has the subject of this sketch. He is an honored and respected 
citizen and, although young in years, is possessed of those advanced ideas and 
progressive principles which seem to be among the chief characteristics of the 
average Missourian. He is a product of Taney County, born December 7, 
1859, and the eldest child born to the marriage of John and Matilda J. (Krith
ley) \'Ieatherman. The grandfather, James 'vVeatherman, was a native of the 
Keystone State, but at an early day came to Missouri, where he was among 
the first settlers of Taney County. He became well known all over the county 
and followed farming until his death, in 1885. He reared a large family (about 
eighteen children) and some are still living in this county, although a num
ber moved to other States. In politics he was first an old-line 'vVhig, but later 
became a Republican, remaining with the same until his death. He was a 
good citizen and contributed his full share toward the improvement of the 
county. John Weatherman, the father of our subject, became inured to pioneer 
life at an early age, for he was born in Missouri shortly after his parents 
settled here, and his education was received 'in the primitive log schoolhouse 
of those days. He was but a youth when he came with his parents to Taney 
County, then an almost unbroken wilderness, and as he was a great hunter, 
much of his spare moments were spent with his gun. His father took up 
Government land on Bull Creek and this farm is now owned by one of the 
family. Having been trained to the duties of a farmer at an early age he 
naturally chose that as his occupation in life when starting out for himself and 
followed it until his death in 1875. He left a good farm, which is still owned 
by the family. During the Rebellion he enlisted in the First Missouri Light 
Artillery, Union Army, and served three years and six months in a creditable 
manner. He took part in a number of hard-fought battles and received a gun
shot wound in his arm. A member of the Baptist Church, he was highly 
esteemed in the community and was active in his support of all worthy meas
ures. His wife was a daughter of Ambrose Keithley, who came to this county 
at an early day, settled at Bull Creek, but later he moved to Arkansas, where 
he died in 1870. Mrs. Weatherman was reared in Taney County principally 
and died here in 1885. She was the mother of six children, all of whom sur
vive: J. A., the subject of this sketch; Lucy A., wife of John W. Gideon, 
of Christian County; Mary, wife of William Gideon, of Christian County; 
Martha, wife of Nathan Cochran, of Vernon County, Mo.; John F., a resi
dent of Ozark, Mo., and Rose A., wife of Hiram Griffith, of Vernon County, 
Mo. The parents were worthy members of the Baptist Church, and the father 
was a stanch Republi,can in politics. Our subject passedhis early life on Bull 
Creek,. although during the war he resided with his mother at Rolla and 
attended the common school, where he received a good practical education. 
After reaching mature years he followed farming until 1886, and then em
barked in the grocery business, which he followed at Forsyth until 1888, when 
he sold out. In 1892 he was elected sheriff and is now the present incumbent 
of that office. He is fearless in the discharge of his duty and is one of the 
best officials the county ever had. He has ever been a stanch Republican in 
politics and is a public-spirited and prominent citizen. When the city of 
Forsyth was incorporated he was city marshal, and he has held other posi
tions. He chose his wife in the person of Miss Anna Shute, daughter of 
Joseph Shute, who lives in Taney City. Mrs. \Veatherman was born in 
England and was but fourteen years of age when the family came to the 
United States. 
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ROBERT Q. GILLILAND. This prominent citizen of Ozark County, Mo., 
was born here on the 22d of October, 1845, a son of Robert and Eliza (Kane) 
Gilliland, who came from Tennessee to this county in 1842, and settled in the 
northwestern part of this county, near Thornfield, on a farm. Both parents 
were born in Tennessee, and to that State the paternal grandfather, Robert 
Gilliland, removed in the early history of the State. Robert Gilliland, the 
father of the subject of this sketch, settled on a tract of Government land and 
made his home in the neighborhood where he first settled until his death, which 
occurred in 1891. In politics he was a Republican, and during the Civil \Var 
was a member of the Missouri State Militia. As a farmer he was successful, 
and as a citizen was public-spirited and helpful, and as a neighbor was kind 
and obliging. His wife was a daughter of James Kane, a native of Tennessee, 
who came to Ozark County about 1842 and settled in the same neighborhood 
in which Mr. Gilliland settled, and there spent the rest of his days. Mrs. 
Gilliland died in February, 1894. She bore her husband six children: James, 
who resides in this county, was a soldier during the Civil \Var in the Sixteenth 
Missouri Cavalry; Robert Q.; John H., who was also a soldier of the Sixteenth 
Missouri Cavalry; Rebecca is the wife of William E. Welch; William H. is 
living near the old home, and Eliza is the wife of G. W. Johnson. Robert Q. 
Gilliland was reared and educated in Ozark County, and when the war opened 
joined the Forty-sixth Missouri Infantry, and but shortly after was discharged 
on account of disability. In 1868 he was elected sheriff and collector of 
Ozark County, was reelected in 1870, and two years later was chosen to repre
sent the county in the Twenty-seventh General Assembly. He was succes
sively elected county sheriff in 1876 and 1878, was then elected circuit and 
county clerk, a position he filled by reelection for eight years, without oppo
sition. In all he has been sixteen years in office, and during that time he has 
successfully managed a farm, which is located in the vicinty of Gaines\'ille and 
consists of 320 acres, 150 acres being under cultivation. Mr. Gilliland was 
married to Miss Josephine Forrest, a daughter of Samuel J. Forrest, of this 
county, who is one of its pioneers and lives near Isabella. Mrs. Gilliland was 
born in this county, and has borne her husband the following children: John 
R., Samuel H., Lena, Charles, Edgar, Byron, Otis and Orena. Mr. Gilliland 
is a member of Robert Burns Lodge, at Gainesville, of the A. F. & A. 1\1., for 
years and is a prominent member of the order. He has been successful in 
everything that he has undertaken, and in private as well as in public life 
numbers his friends by the score. 

JAMES LITTLEFIELD. The subject of this sketch was for a number of years 
one among the many successful farmers of Baxter County, Ark., and is as 
conspicuous for his outspoken views in sanctioning that which is just and right 
as in his denunciation of that which he considers unjust and wrong. He is an 
intelligent citizen, and he wields considerable influence in the affairs of 
his section. He was born in Spartanburg District, South Carolina, April 4, 
1829, a son of Joseph Littlefield, who was also a native of the Palmetto State. 
He moved to Caldwell County, Ky., when his son James was a lad, and there 
he engaged in tilling the soil until his removal to Arkansas in 1859, his death 
occurring here in 1880, when nearly ninety years of age. He was first a \Vhig 
but afterward a Democrat in politics. His wife, Sarah Harris, was born in 
South Carolina, was married there, but died in Arkansas in 1862 when sixty
three years of age. They were members of the Primitive Baptist Church, and 
became the parents of six children, of whom the subject of this sketch was 
the fifth, and three of whom are now living: Ellen is the widow of David T. 
Colley, and resides in Lawrence County, Mo.; Sarah Ann is the widow of 
Madison L. Ford, and lives in Scottsburgh, Caldwell County, Ky., and James. 
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The latter attended the common schools of his native county for a short time, 
but the most of his education has been acquired in the rough but most practical 
school of experience and by contact with the busir:ess ~ffairs of life. He came 
with his father overland to Arkansas and located SIX miles northwest of where 
Mountain Home now is, where they purchased some lan~ on which a little 
clearinIT had been done. When the war broke out James Joined Company I, 
Seventh Arkansas Infantry, and attained the rank of lieutenant. During the 
war he engaged in farming in the neighborhood of Gassville, then went to 
Dour-las County, Mo., where he remained two years, then took up his residence 
in Independence County, Ark. After a time he came to Baxter County and 
cleared up a farm six miles northwest of Mountain Home, on which place he 
erected a gin, in partnership with Fred Hargrave. In 1874 he opened a 
mercantile establishment with Judge Russell, but one year later removed to the 
mouth of Ria Creek on North Fork, where his home continued to be until the 
spring of 1382. For a short time he then resided in Texas, after which he 
embarked in business with Ben F. Bodellhammer, at Mountain Home Park, 
with whom he continued to be associated until 1890, since which time he has 
not been in the mercantile business. He is an extensive land owner, and the 
principal capitalist in the county, a state of affairs that has been brought about 
by good management, energy and thrift, and in the conduct of his affairs he 
has ever shown the utmost honesty, correct ideas and reason. He has always 
taken an active part in politics and has worked and voted for the success of 
Democracy. He is a Royal Arch Mason and is prominent in his lodge. In 1860 
he led to the altar Miss Mary Cooper, who was born in Alabama, but they 
have remained childless. 

ANDREW R. TURNER, who for twenty-three years has lived near Rome, 
Mo., is a native of Polk County, Tenn., but was reared in Georgia on the 
Chickamauga battle-ground. His father, Joseph Turner, was born in the Old 
North State in 1812, and after marrying Nancy Fouts, in Tennessee, and living 
there until the subject of this sketch was ten years old, he removed to Georgia. 
His father was William Turner. Andrew R. Turner attended the common 
schools of Walker County, Ga., and was twenty years of age at the time of the 
opening of the Civil War, but he continued to attend school until 1863, being 
exempt under the conscript law of Georgia, but at that time he was forced to join 
the Confederate Army or leave the country and chose the latter alternative 
and went to Kentucky, where in August, [863, he. enlisted in the Ninth Ten
nessee Cavalry, United State~Army, commanded by Col. Joseph Parsons, and 
served the Union cause from the time of his enlistment until the war closed, 
becoming sergeant of his company-Company B. He was in the engagements 
at Cumberland Gap, Knoxville, Greenville, Morristown, and many skirmishes, 
and for. some time was on the sick list in the hospital at Nashville. His 
brother James. left Georgia at the same time that he did, joining the same 
company, but died in the hospital in 1864, at about the age of twenty years. 
Andrew R. made a faithful and trustworthy soldier, and upon leaving his home 
in Georgia he ran much risk in his attempt to reach the Union lines. After the 
war w~s. over h~ returned to his old home in Georgia, where he lived four years, 
then J01l1ed hiS father and mother in Douglas County, Mo., whither their 
Union principles and sympathies had led them. The father was a scout 
tor Gen. Thomas during the Civil War, but after the war had closed he 
r~sumed th.e peaceful'pur~uit of f~rmin~, a:ld followed this occupation until 
hiS deat!l 111 1894, Ius wife hav1l1g died 111 1886. Their family consisted of 
three c111ldr~n: James, Andrew ~. and John D., who is residing on the old 
homestead 111 thiS county. He IS a successful farmer is married and has an 
interesting family. The father was a Democrat prior t~, and a stallch Repub-
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lican after, the war, and he and his worthy wife were members, in good stand
ing, of the Baptist Church. He became prominent in this and Ozark Counties 
and was highly honored wherever known. Andrew R. Turner first followed 
farming near the old homestead, but in ISS4 embarked in the drygoods busi
ness in Rome, in partnership with F. M. Richards, which connection lasted 
four years, at which time Mr. Turner established himself in his present business, 
and his annual sales now amount to about SIO,OOO. He keeps an excellent stock 
of general goods and has a liberal patronage among the best people of his sec
tion. He is the Republican postmaster at Rome, is a notary public, and is one 
of the most enterprising of the younger business men of the county and has 
many warm friends. Socially he is a member of Douglas Lodge No. 319, of 
the 1. O. O. F. at Ava, and belongs to the G. A. R. Post No. 30i at Roy. 
While following merca:ntile pursuits he has also given much attention to tilling 
the soil and stockraising. He was married in Georgia to I\Iiss Margaret 
Lietch, a daughter of Archibald and Mary (Armstrong) Lietch, the former of 
whom was born in Scotland, and when a boy came with his father, John 
Lietch, to this country. He became a resident of Georgia and afterward, in 
1870, of Douglas County, Mo., where he followed farming until his death in 
1890. His wife was born in Georgia and died in Missouri in 1891, a daughter of 
\Villiam Armstrong, who died in Alabama. Mrs. Turner was born in Georgia, 
and has borne her husband three children: Mary, who became the wife of H. 
C. Osborn, and died leaving four children-Maston H., William, Claude and 
Della; Nancy A., wife of M. E. Richards, the successful miller at Rome, Mo., 
has three children-Albert, Emmett and Gertrude; and James who is liv
ing on a farm near Rome, and is married to Fannie Sager, by whom he has 
two children-Lillie and Nellie. Mr. and Mrs. Turner are worth,· members of 
the Baptist Church, in which he is a deacon. • 

JAMES WILEY SALMON. The following is a brief sketch of the career of 
James 'Wiley Salmon, a man whose present substantial position in life has been 
reached entirely through his own perseverance, and the facts connected with 
his agricultural and stockraising operations, and their results, only show what 
a person with courage and enlightened views can accomplish. He \\'as born 
February 7, 1826, in Hickman County, Tenn., and was a son of James and 
Nancy (Storey) Salmon, natives of Scotland and Edgecombe County, N. C., 
respectively. It is thought that James Salmon came to the United States when 
quite young, and was the only one of his family to cross the ocean. He 
probably married in Tennessee and located in Hickman County, where he 
followed farming until his death, which occurred when James was six months old 
(1826). Very little is known of his people. I\Irs. Salmon remained on the little 
farm in Hickman County until about 1846, when her sons brought her to 
Newton County, Ark., where her death occurred in 1859 or 1860. She ~vas a 
Methodist in her religious views. Her father, Daniel Storey, was a native of 
the Old North State, but at an early date mO\'ed to Henderson County, Tenn., 
where he probably passed the remainder of his days engaged in farming. He 
was a soldier in the Revolutionary War and had his right thumb shot off. 
James \V. Salmon was the youngest of .fi\-e children, two. s.ons and ~hree 
daughters: Margaret, deceased, was the Wife of John Grar; F;hzabeth, Wife of 
James Hostettler, of Grayson County, Texas; John S. died In Bar;y COl!nty, 
Mo., in 1862, and left a family; and Martha Ann, deceased, was the Wife of Earle 
C. Tavlor. James \V. remained with his mother until nineteen years of age, 
and although he received but very little schooling, he has by his own efforts 
become a fair scholar. In 1843 he came alone and on horseback to jO!lllson 
County, Ark., through a new country, the trip lasting thirteen days. He Joined 
his brother who had preceded him. In this State he was married. May 20, 1844, 



218 A REMINISCENT HISTORY 

to Miss Sallie Hill, a native of Jackson County, Ala., who was two years old 
when brought to Arkansas by her parents, Mitchell and Nancy (Arnold) Hill. 
Mr. and Mrs. Hill came to this State (or rather Territory) from Alabama 
about 1833, and located in the woods where Clarksville now stands. This was 
at a very early day, and the principal inhabitants at that time were Indians. 
About 1845 he removed to Newton County and followed farming there until 
his death in 1868. His wife died at the residence of James W. Salmon. They 
lost three sons in the war, all in the Confederate Army: John, Henry and 
Robert, all single. Joseph, another son, was in the Federal Army, Company 
D, Second Arkansas Cavalry. He died in Polk County. To Mr. and Mrs. 
Salmon were born thirteen children, as follows: John; Mitchell L., a practicing 
physician and surgcon, is a graduate of the Keokuk Medical College; Nancy 
E., wife of). C. Baker; James Henty died when eighteen years of age; SallIe 
M., died when twelve years of age; Joseph A., a lawyer and mill man, is at 
present prosecuting attorney for Newton County; Crockett died when two 
years of age; Emeline died in infancy; Susan F., wife of James 1\1. Dickey; 
\Villiam R.; Mary M., wife of John C. Dickey, and Thomas Benton. The 
eldest, Martha]., died when six months old. In 1845 Mr. Salmon came to 
Newton and located at Mt. Hersey, following farming for thirteen years on 
Cave Creek, and becoming the owner of 127 acres. He also built a mill, and 
is a stirring, pushing, energetic citizen. He was in public life for many years 
and at one time knew every man in the county. I n the month of Augllst, 
1855, he was elected sheriff and served two years. After that he was deputy 
for four years and in I f:l60 was elected sheriff again, serving in that capacity 
until the breaking out of the Civil \Var. In 1860 he was census enumerator 
and \'isited nearly every house in the county. \Vhen he was first elected 
sheriff the entire revenue of the county was $299 and a few cents. This he 
carried to Little Rock on horseback. On May 4, 1864, he joined Company D, 
Secontl Arkansas Cavalry, U. S. A., and operated in Arkansas, Missouri and 
Tennessee. I-fe was mustered out and discharged at Memphis, August 20, 
1865, after which he returned home and resumed farming. He is a member of 
the :'Iasonic fraternity, Dodson Lodge No. 135, and is past worthy master, 
being the first to hold that position in the lodge. He and wife are members 
of tht: Christian Church, and he is a Democrat in politics. 

D. S. FE!(r;!:SO~. Nowhere within the limits of Howell County, Mo., can 
there he found a man who takes greater interest in its agricultural affairs than 
does D. S. Ferguson, who is also a prominent fruit-grower of this section. 
En'ry life has a history of its own, and although in appearance it may possess 
little to distinguish it from others, yet the connection of Mr. Ferguson with the 
agricultural and. fruit interests of this region has contributed to give him a wide 
and popular acquaintance with nearly every citizen of the county, if not per
sonally, then by name. His farm, one of the best in the county, consists of 220 
acres, and is situated two and one-half miles west of "Villow Springs. Mr. 
Ferguson is a native of Tennessee, his birth occurring in Greene County, May 
13, I 853, and is a son of \Villiam and Elizabeth (Hogan) Ferguson, who came 
to I lowell County in 1871, and here passed the remainder of their days. (See 
sketch of E. C. Ferguson.) Although the late war interfered to some ex'tent 
with our subject's .schooling he managed to secure a fair education, which he 
has since imprO\-ed by observation and study. He was nineteen years of age 
when the family came to this county and settled on land now occupied bv the 
city of Willow Springs. In 1876 young Ferguson started out to make hi; own 
way in life, and his first venture was to marry Miss Martha 1. Young, a most 
estlmable young lady, and the daughter of William Young, of Willow Springs. 
After this union they settled on the farm where they now live, and of the large 
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tract of land now owned by them 130 acres is under a good state of cultivation. 
Mr. Ferguson is engaged in general farming and stock-raising, also raises con
siderable fruit, and is one of the leading farmers of his section. He is a Re
publican in politics, and a Methodist in his religious views .. Mrs. Ferguson is 
a member of the Christian Church. Their marriage has been blessed by the 
birth of three interesting children: Tennessee, Charles and Orval. Mr. and 
-Mrs. Ferguson are well respected by all, and are leading people in their sec
tion. _ i\!rs. :r:erguson was born in Illinois, and came \\'ith her parents to \Vil
low Spnngs in 1874. The1'e the father resides at the present time. He is jus
tice of the peace of the city. 

Ho!'l. J. J. BRUTON. There are men, and the number is bv no means 
sm'lll, who drift into what we are accustomed to look upon as the -learned pro
fession in the same way that thousands of men in the lower walks of life drift 
into the ordinary brea'd-winning occupations. Having no special preference 
for any calling, and without feeling that they have any particular fitness for a 
certain profession, they find themselves drifting in that direction as a result of 
associations or environment, and in the course of time they find themsel\'es 
shouldering responsibilities for which they have scant liking, carrying burdens 
which rest heavily upon them, and laboring in a field which has for them no 
attraction other than what is yielded in the way of annual incomes. The 
prominent lawyer whose name heads this sketch impresses e\'en those who 
meet him in a casual way as a man who has drifted easily and naturally into 
his calling, who realizes he has made no mistake in the choice of his \'ocation, 
and feels thoroughly at home in the position which he occupies. Thi~ first 
impression deepens as a more intimate acquaintance and familiarity with his 
life leads to the unbiased and impartial view that the success he has achieved 
is the logical sequence of talent rightly used, together with energy and indus
try never misapplied. Mr. Bruton is a nati\'e of this State, born in Greene 
(now Christian) County, February 22, 1845, to the union of Thomas and Lavina 
(Scott) Bruton, both natives of Maury County, Tenn. The grandparents, 
David and Nancy Bruton, were natives of Tennessee, and were among the 
early settlers of that State. The name, Bruton, is of French and Irish origin. 
The grandfather was a soldier in the Revolutionary War and was also in the 
Mexican War. About 1843 he came to Missouriand took up a claim in Web
ster County, near Henderson, and there passed the remamder of his days, 
dying October r, 1868. His wife died in 1889. They were the parents of the 
following children: Thomas (subject's father); Hiram, who died in October, 
r848; Dorcas, wife of Frederick Branstutter, resides in \\'ebster County; Ben
jamin died just after the war; Terrell P. died while he was representing 
Douglas County in the Legislature, and while holding his third term; Eddie, 
wife of Edward Cordwill, died at Waldo, this State, April 14, 1874; Clerinda, 
wife of Mark Hatfield, resides in Texas; J. T., living at Carl Junction, is a 
prominent physician and a member of the Baptist Church, and minister of th~t 
Church; D. P., also a physician and a minister in the Christian Church, died In 

1886; Miles died in Webster County in 1889; and Elizabeth, wife of l\Ir. Merril 
McDonald, resides in \Nebster County. The early members of this family 
were with the Hardshell Baptist Church, and were Whigs and later Repub
licans in politics. Several of the above mentioned sons were in the Cid! \\'ar, 
and Terrell was captain of a J\lissouri regiment. Miles was ~lso a soldier, and 
several others took part in the war. The father of our subJect was a ~:our:g 
man when he came to this part of the country, but ,PreviOUS to ~etthng III 
Greene County he married Miss Lavina Scott. Our subject was but SiX months 
old when his father entered the land on which Sparta now stands. This was in 
1845, and he made a home about a quarter of a mile south of the town. where 
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he reared his family. He was a Republican in politics. In connection with 
farming he also tauo-ht school, and was thus engaged for many years. He was 
well educated for his day, and being a cripple and not able to work hard, 
taught for the most part, being one of the first educators of the county. He 
owned a tract of about 300 acres and his sons carried on the farm. Mr. Bruton 
was a member of the Hardshell Baptist Church and a most worthy Christian. 
He held the office of justice of the peace and county assessor for a number of 
years, and took a deep interest in politics, as he did in all enterprises of a 
laudable nature. Our subject's maternal grandparents, Thomas and Elizabeth 
Scott, were of old Tenllessee families. They came to this county and settled 
at Scott Spring in 1~43, and there received their final summons. The original 
of this notice \vas one of five chiluren, as follo\\"s: David, who died before the 
war; Lucinda A. married \V. T. Guthery, who is deceased, but who resided in 
Sparta for many years, and who was a suldier uuring the Civil War (only one 
of their three children is living, Ulive j., who makes her horne in Sparta with 
her mother); James J. (subject); Benjamin B., who is a farmer, resides two 
miles west of Sparta, he is also a minister in the Baptist Church; and Nancy)., 
wife of L. R. Bramon, of Sparta. The mother of these children was a member 
of the Methodist Church. Benjamin B. and James )., our subject, were sol
diers in the Rebellion, the latter serving" in the Fourth IVlissouri Cavalry. He 
was reared on the old home place, secured a fair education in the country 
schuols, and assisted his mother on the farm until the 7th of April, 1862, 
when he enlisted in Company 1\1, Fourth l\-lissollri Cavalry, State Militia, as a 
bugler. He was only se\'enteen years of age when he enlisted, and he was 
with his regiment on the Price raid through Missouri. He served principally 
in I\Iissouri, Kansas and Arkansas. He participated in the Marmaduke fight 
at Springfield, and after that he was in many fights with bush rangers, such as 
the James boys, etc. He was at Jefferson City, Booneville, Independence, Big 
Blue, Lamar and Fort Scott, besides many other skirmishes. He was dis
chargcd April 7, 1865, after serving three years to a day. After the war he 
came to his old home, which he found in a bad condition, but began imme
diately to make improvemcnts. He was married on the 11th of November, 
I~66, to Miss Margaret A. Fanner, daughter of Jackson and Nancy Farmer, a 
native of Christian County, born February:q, I ;.)49. Following his marriage Mr. 
Bruton bought a tract of land near the old home, and built a house on Main Street, 
in Sparta, his being the first house in that town. He cultivated his land up to 
1869, when he erected a store building and embarked in general merchandis
ing. This he followed successfully until 1891, when he retired. He has con
siderable real estate and he erected the Sparta Roller Mill in company with 
\V. G. Holland and H. H. Lee, who is an old pioneer of this place. Mr. 
Bruton studied law at an early day, and is no\\' engaged in the practice of the 
same. He has held a number of prominent offices and has always advocated 
the principles of the Republican party. He was deputy sheriff for four years, 
and in 1892 he was elected to represcnt the county in the Legislature'with 794 
majority, thus shuwing his popUlarity. Mrs. Bruton died on the 1st of Octo
ber, 1~~5. She was a member of the I3aptist Church and a true Christian. To 
l\h. and Mrs. Bruton were born two children: James \V. and Lillie Leotta, the 
latter the wife of \V. G. Holland, of Sparta. The latter is manager of the 
roller mill and a first-class business man. James vV. is a graduate of the 
Barnes Medical College, class of 1893, and is now practicing at Sparta. 
Socially the family stand high in the community, and arc leaders in business 
and social circles. I\11". Bruton is a "Very popular man, has a host of warm 
friends, and both parties ga"Vc him their support. He has a law and real estate 
office at Sparta and is doing- a good business. Socially he is a Mason, a meIl1-
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ber of Sparta Lodge No. 296, and also a member of the 1. O. O. F .. Sparta 
Lodge No. 424. He has represented the latter lodge in the Grand Lodge. 
He IS also a member of the G. A. R. Post No. 269, of which he is commander. 
His son, Dr. Bruton, is aLso a Mason, as is !VIr. Holland. Our subject has one 
grandchild, Nora Holland, a bright little girl. Mr. Bruton is at this time a 
candidate for the office of prosecuting attorney of Christian County, with a 
good prospect before him for election. 

ROBERT E. HURST. A well-known and prominent citizen of Baxter 
County, Ark., is he whose name heads this sketch. He was born in Franklin 
County, A.la., December 13, 1845. a son of William R. and Annie (De\'aney) 
Hurst, natives of Burke County, Ga., and Franklin County, Ala., respectively. 
When a boy William R. Hurst was taken to Alabama by his parents, grew up in 
Franklin County and there made his home until about 1876, when he came to 
Baxter County, Ark., and located near Lone Rock, where he still resides. He 
has always been an extensive farmer and is the owner of large tracts of land 
in Baxter County and northern Alabama, in fact, he is supposed to be the 
owner of more real estate than any other one man in the county. When the 
subject of this sketch was about twelve years old he \'iias left motherless, 
and he grew up and received his education in northern Alabama, being for 
some time an attendant of the Military College of La Grange, Ala. He made 
a special study of engineering and surveying, in which branches he became 
quite proficient. In April, 1861, he laid aside his books to take up arms in 
defense of the Southern cause, and became a member of Company G, Twenty
seventh Alabama Infantry, with the rank of orderly sergeant. The last year 
or two of the war he was with Gen. P. D. Rody's command of ca\'alry with 
which he served until captured near Athens, Ala., and taken to Camp Morton, 
from which he was paroled at the close of the war. He was at Fort Henry 
and Fort Donelson, was captured in the last engagement and taken to St. 
Louis and being ill was in the hospital there for some time. From there he 
was taken to Camp Douglas, Chicago, where he was kept a prisoner for seven 
months, and was finally exchanged at Vicksburg. He was at Chickamauga, 
Baker's Creek, Antietam, and was in various camlr\' skirmishes. \\'hen the 
war closed his sale possessions consisted of some '!and in Alabama, all the 
improvements that had been made thereon having been swept away, but on 
this place he began to labor as best he could, but during this time he did not 
lose sight of the fact that a good education is a most necessary adjunct to a 
successful business career, and for two years he attended a night school. In 
1869 he came to what is now Baxter County and located at the rapids on the 
White River, and there he has successfully tilled the soil. In IS77. about se\'en
teen years ago, he was elected county sun'eyerof Baxter County, in which capac
ity he served three terms, and while thus employed acquired a large fund ofvalu
able information regarding the locality of mineral lands, in this and adjoining 
counties, where he also did considerable surveying. He was appointed deputy 
United States mineral sun'eyor for Arkansas under President Cleveland, also 
under Harrison and has held the position with marked ability ever since. He 
has been quite an extensive dealer in mineral lands, has located many mines, 
and is now one of the most extensive claim owners in the State. He is well 
fixed financially, and is a man of excellent reputacion and a favorite with his 
fellows. In 1864 he was married to Miss ?lIattie]. Sugg, of Alabama, who 
died in 1886, having become the mother of foul' children, only one of whom 
is now living, Hattie. Those deceased are Clara Annie. who died at the age 
of four years; Jessie Lillian, who became the wife of Charles Hull, and died 
at the age of twenty-one years, and Lulu who was eighteen at the time of her 
death. Mary Frances ...... dams of this county became Mr. Hurst's second wife 
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and she died in 1890, leaving one daughter, Nellie. In 1891 he married Maggie 
Horn, by whom he has one daughter, Lorena Agnes. Mr. Hurst is a member 
of the A. F. & A. M., the K. of H. and is a Democrat in politics. 

VVILLIAM A. CONKLIN. The gentleman whose name heads this sketch is 
the efficient county clerk of Ozark County, Mo., and his career thus far in life 
presents an example of industry, perseverance and good management, 
rewarded by substantial results well worthy the imitation of all who start out in 
life as he did, with no capital except a good constitution and a liberal sup
ply of pluck and energy. In addition to discharging the duties of his official 
position with marked ability, he is also the proprietor and editor of the O:::ark 
COlillty l\'c'Zus, a newsy and instructive weekly, published in the interests of the 
county and of the Republican party, of which M1'. Conklin.has always been a 
member. He was born at Shepherdsville, Ky., September 29, 1855, a son of 
vVilliam and Mary]. (N eldon) Conldin, the former of whom was of German 
extraction and a native of the State of New York. At an early day he removed 
to Kentucky, was married there and in 1856 took up his residence in Pulaski 
County, Mo., where he maue a good home for himself and family and resided 
until his death in 1867. He was a son of \Villiam Conklin. In the public 
schools of Pulaski County, ]1,10., vVilliam A. Conklin laid the' foundation of a 
good, practical education, and in 1872 he entered the high school at Rich
land. In 1876 he sta:·ted out to do business for himself and established a 
paper at Gainesville, Mo., known as the Gailles'Z!illc Ga:::dte, of which he was 
manager one year. At the end of that time the Gazdtc and the Tn'blille con
solidated and became known as the Cr'azdte-TrilJ1Il1L', after which Mr. Conldin 
had control of the same for one year more, when he sold out to F. !VI:. Kellett 
and a Mr. Harlin, and they changed the name of the paper to the O:::ari.: County 
News. In 1883 Mr. Conklin re-purchased the paper and has been sole propri
etor of the same since that time. He has met with success in his business 
enterprises, and under his management the O:::ar/.: emiliO' Ncz('s is a pronounced 
success, and is justly recognized as one of the best and most reliable county 
papers published in the State. Mr. Conklin has ever been public spirited, has 
held the office of school commissioner one term and in 1890 was elected to 
the office of county clerk and has received the almost unanimous nomination 
of his party for the same position in 1894. He has also held the office of jus
tice of the peace, and in 1890 was appointed to the position of United States 
census enumerator of his district. Socially he is a member of Robert Burns 
Lodge No. 496, of the A. F. & A. M., Gainesville, Mo., is a member of Isa
bel Lodge of the 1. O. O. F., both of which fraternities have honored him 
with the highest offices in their respective lodges, and he and his wife are 
members of the Christian Church. The maiden name of the latter was Sarah 
E. McClendon, a daughter of]. B. McClendon, but in February, 1891, Mr. Conk
lin was called upon to mourn the death of his wife, who left him with a fam
ily of six children: William B., Lenore, Roscoe, Posey, Lucy and Mary A. 

R. G. SIMPSO::<1 HATCHETT. In order to perpetuate for coming generations 
the record of one who was very prominently connected with the growth and 
development of Searcy County, Ark., but who has now passed to his final 
reward, a brief account of the life of R. G. Simpson Hatchett it placed on the 
pages of this volume. He was born in Wayne County, Tenn., in 1837, to 
King and Nancy (Harris) Hatchett, whom it is supposed were born in Hay
wood County, Tenn. After their marriage they lived for some years in Wayne 
County, whence they came to Searcy County, Ark., where the father died in 
1861, and the mother still lives at the age of eighty-one. The father became 
wealthy as an agricultUrIst, and became exceptionally well known throughout 
Searcy and adjoining counties. His father, Hubbard Hatchett, died in Ten-
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n~ssee, having been a soldi.er of the. Revolution and of English parentage. In 
hIS early manhood t~le subject of thIs sketch followed various occupations, for 
he was a man of vaned talents, a~d for some time followed the occupation of a 
pedagogue, and also taught musIc for some time. The most of his attention 
!n later. years was f;"i'(en to the o.ccupation of farming, however, and being 
llldustnous, enterpnslllg and. pushmg, and a man of sound and practical ideas, 
he made a success of all hIs undertakings and became possessed of a con
siderable amount of this world's goods. In 1861 he died of a slow fever, eleven 
of his people dying <;>f the same disea~e inside of three months, including his 
father, several of. hIs brothers and sIsters and uncles and aunts. He was 
married in December, 1::)55, in Van Buren County, Ark., to Miss Eliza Hunter, 
who was born in that county in 1838, and very shortly after the celebration of 
their nuptials they located on a farm in \Vilcv's Cove, on which some 
slight improvements had be made, and here they resided until their respective 
deaths, the father being taken with his last illness while teaming for Gen. 
McCullough during the war. The children born to him and his wife were as 
follows: Christopher c., who was born in n;S7, is now the owner of the old 
home farm of 220 acres in 'Wiley's Cove, is a prominent farmer and stock 
dealer, and is one of the most energetic and substantial of citizens, and 
has never married (like all the male members of the family for several 
generations back, he is a Democrat politically); Susan S. is the wife of 
Samucl L. Redwine, of \Vise County, Tex.; King R. G. Simpson is a farmer 
and merchant of \Vise County, Tex., and married Mary]. York, of Clinton, 
Van Buren County, Ark.; and Imogene is the wife of James 1\I. Boyd, all 
of whom were reared on the old home farm, where the mother and her 
eldest son still reside, and were educated in the district schools of the 
county. The family has given homes to several orphans, Miss Kate Flory, 
who was born in Virginia about twenty-four years ago, ha\'ing been a 
member of the family for the past six or sc\'en years. l\cllie Euna, who 
was born in vVisconsin, is now cight years old, and is also one of the fam
ily. Mrs. Hatchett's father \\'as Isaac Hunter, who was born in the Old 
North State in 1801, and when about cight years old accompanied his 
parcnts to Nashville, Tenn., where he was married to Rebecca :\laddox, 
about 1834 or 11l3S, and later emigrated to Van Buren County, Ark., which 
was at that time a vast wilderness. I\lr. Hunter purchased a tract of land 
from the Indians near where Clinton now is, and this land he greatly impro\'t;d 
in all ways. He erected thereon a mill, which was the first in that part of the 
State, and which was for many years patroniz(;d for fifty orsixty miles around. 
He also followed distilling, farming and keeping ta\'ern, etc., became wealthy, 
and became widely and well known as a man of excellent principles. He took 
no part in the Civil \Var, and tried to remain strictly neutral, and fcd and 
sheltered both armies alike for a time, but was finally compelled to leave 
home on account of harsh measures taken bv the Federals, was absent three 
years and his family knew nothing of him' during that time. He spent his 
declining years on his old home farm on \\'hic~ I!e died in 1879, :\[rs. Hur:~er 
surviving him until I::)1l6. She was a local phYSICIan and a noble, self-sacnnc
ing 'woman. His father, Elijah Hunter, was a !iorth Carolinian by birth and 
bringing up, but in 1809 became a resident of Nashville" Tenn., where. he 
became a wealthy merchant and horse dealer. He was of German extractIOn. 
The Hunter familv was among the first white people to settle in northern 
Arkansas, and Mrs. Hatchett has a vivid recollection of many of the customs 
and habits of pioneer days. She is a woman of. active .intelligence, is an 
entertaining conversationalist and can relate many mterestlJ1g anecdotes and 
incidents that occurred when the State first began to bc peopled by the 
whites. 
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THOMAS LIVINGSTON, one of the prominent pioneers of southwest Missouri, 
is now a resident of Falling Spring, Douglas County, Mo., where he has won 
the respect and esteem of all by his upright, honorable career. He is a son of 
the Hoosier State, but his parents, Peter and Martha (Cravens) Livingston, are 
natives of Virginia and North Carolina, respectively. His paternal grand
parents, Henry and Susan (Carmack) Livingston, were natives of Virginia, 
and she was taken prisoner by the Indians, although soon afterward recapt
ured. Henry Livingston was a soldier in the Revolutionary War. The 
Livingston family moved to Overton County, Tenn., at an early day, and the 
father of our subject moved from there to Indiana, where Thomas was born 
April 2, 1831. Later the father moved back to Tennessee, and there our sub
ject grew to manhood. In 1867 the father came to Missouri and located in 
Howell County, where he remained a short time. He followed farming until 
his death, which occurred in Benton County, Ark., in 1878. His wife was a 
native of North Carolina, as before stated, and the daughter of Joseph and 
Mary Cravens, who died in Tennessee. Her death occurred in Douglas 
County. Mo., in 1887. To this worthy couple were born nine children: Sarah. 
Susan, Matilda, Thomas, Mary j., Martha, Nancy, James and Angeline. Of 
these children only Thomas, Martha and Sarah are now living. Martha is the 
wife of David Smith, and Sarah is single. The mother of these children was a 
devout member of the Baptist Church. Thomas Livingston came to Missouri 
in 1855, and located in Hutton Valley, Howell County, where he took up a 
farm five miles south of Willow Springs. There he resided until 1861, when 
he went to Indiana and remained there IInti! after the war. He then returned 
to Howell County, remained there until 1871, and then came to Douglas 
County, locating on Fox Creek where he bought a farm one mile south of 
where he now lives. Mr. Livingston was married in Howell County to Miss 
Susan j. Alsup, a native of Greene County, Mo., born November 13, 1838, and 
the daughter of Benjamin and Nancy (Thomas) Alsup, both natives of Ten
nessee. About 1835 Mr. and Mrs. Alsup cameto Greene County, Mo., but later 
moved to Howell County and thence to Douglas County in 1871, locating on 
Fox Creek. Mrs. Alsup died in Greene County in 1862, and her husband in 
Benton County, Ark., in 1879. In 1862 Mr. Alsup was taken prisoner by the 
Confederates and held for three years, three months and twenty dars, in 
Southern prisons. He was not in service, and was taken prisoner at his home 
in Howell County. To his marriage were born the following children: John, 
William, Zachariah, Susan, Sarah, Elsie and Thomas, all deceased except 
Zachariah, Susan and Sarah. Mr. Alsup held to the principles of the Repub
lican party. He was county judge of Howell County for two terms, and also 
represented both Howell and Douglas Counties in the Legislature. He was 
a man of education, and was prominent in all public enterprises. To our sub
ject and wife were born tcn childrcn, viz.: Sarah died young; James, single, 
died in 1889,Z. T.,married and resides 011 the old home farm; John,sing-leand 
a carpenter, resides in the State of Washington; Nancy is the wife of William 
M. Greene of Douglas County; Martha is the wife of Monroe Elmore of this 
county; Cynthia died when fifteen years of age; William, single, is at hume; 
Henry c., at home; and Alice, who died when nineteen months old. Mr. and 
Mrs. Livingston are living on the old home place of Benjamin Alsup. Aside 
from farming Mr. Livingston is also engaged in stock raising. He is a Repub
lican in politics, and has ever been an active worker for his party. He is post
master at Falling Sprin{!,s, and is one of the representative men of the county. 
His farm is on Fox Creek, and is one of the best in his section. 

JA~IES M. MCGHEE. This g-entleman, well known in Carter County, is at 
present the most efficient county clerk of the same. He came originally from 
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Georgia, his birth occurring December 17,1854, and he no doubt inherits much 
of his vim and enterprise from his Scotch-Irish ancestors. His grandfather 
McGhee was. an early pioneer in east Tennessee, and there John F. l\IcGhee, 
father of subject, was born and reared. He was trained to the duties of the 
farm at an early age and received but a limited schooling, as his father died 
when he was young. 'When grown he moved to Georgia, and there married 
Miss Nancy Harris, a native of Georgia and a daughter of a pioneer of that 
State. About 1856 he and his wife moved to \Vayne County, :trIo., and settled 
near where Piedmont is now located, buying a farm and making their home 
there until 1860. From there they moved to Oregon County, ]\10., and 
located in the southeast part of the same, where they made their home during the 
war. In 1865 they moved back to the old home in Wayne County, and in that 
county Mr. McGhee died in 1881 and his wife in 1884. During the war he was 
a lieutenant in the Confederate Army for a short time. After living on the farm 
in Wayne County for some time Mr. McGhee moved to Greenville, the county 
seat, and was elected to the responsible position of county treasurer. He 
served one term and was filling his second term when his death occurred. In 
politics he was a strong Democrat. He was well known all over the county, 
as well as his part of the State, and was a man possessed of much more than 
ordinary ability. He was a member of the Masonic lodge at Piedmont, and 
he and wife were earnest members of the Baptist Church for many years, he 
being deacon in the same. He was a good citizen, and a leader among men. 
He and wife were the parents of nine children, five of whom are living: 
Franklin P., an attorney of Texas; James M., subject; Sarah became the wife 
of John F. Rhodes, of Wayne County. Mr. Rhodes is.l! . .JillJllU.aI!'9..l~ 
man,..!nd a_PE9...n:!.ine::t :n~I!.in!h"~c~JUf1ty, liaVl~g. held .. theoffices of county 
clerk :nn::r representative; Jenme, WIfe of WIlham \Varnock, collector of 
Wayne-eocrritY~Ji51m'1::-;-a graduate of St. Louis Medical College, and now a 
practicing physician at Williamsville, Wayne County, Mo.; George, W., a twin 
brother of our subject, was killed in 1882, when twenty-eight years of age; and 
Martha, Mildred and Laura died young. Our subject, James l\IcGhee, 
received his education in the schools of his native county and grad u atecraf the 
business college of Bryant & Stratton, St. Louis. Later he was bookkeeper 
and operated a store at Colemanville, Carter County, for Clarkson & l\Iason, 
and managed the same for three and a half years. After that he was elected 
county and circuit clerk of Carter County in 1882, and held that position for two 
terms. In 1890 he was elected county clerk and has now been in office for 
twelve years. He is a Democrat in politics, is chairman of the Democratic 
Central Committee, and has attended a number of State conventions. 1\1r. 
McGhee is a Mason, a member of Van Buren Lodge, has been master of the 
order several times, and is now holding the position of district deputy grand 
master and lecturer of the order for the district He has also represented the 
lodge in the Grand Lodge. Mr. and Mrs. McGhee are members of the I\Iission
ary Baptist Church, and he is clerk-in the same. Mr.l\IcGhee selected his wife 
in Miss Zillah J. Dalton, daughter of Dr. Dalton, formerly of \\:ayne County. 
Four living'-children have blessed this union: 1\1yrtle; l\Iay dIed when two 
years of age; Julia; Fred; William died when two years ?f age; ~nd Nellie. 
Our subject is an extensive real estate owner in both farmmg and timber lands 
in Carter County. He has ever been one of the foremost men of the county, 
and he and wife stand high in the community. He is now engaged in the 
real estate and abstract business. 

JOHN C. WAYMEYE~. Special adaptability to any ~articular calling. in life 
is the one necessary adjunct to permanent success. No matter the VlIll and 
determination which characterizes a man's start in business, unless he is to the 
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manner born he will find to his sorrow that his line has been falsely cast, and 
the quicker he draws aside and takes up another calling the better will it be 
for him. That John C. Waymeyer is especially fitted for the calling that now 
occupies his attention, that of merchant, cannot be doubted, for he has a large 
trade which is rapidly increasing. 1\1r. Waymeyer is a Hoosier by birth, first 
seeing the light in Davis County February 18, 1851, and the son of \Villiam 
and Henrietta \Vaymeyer, both natives of Germany. Led by the promises of 
the \Vestern prairies of this country, the parents sold out and crossed the ocean 
to America in 1848, settling in Indiana. There the father followed farming 
until his death in 186 I. The mother is still living, and makes her home on a 
farm eighteen miles east of Van Buren. She came to this county in 1870 and 
settled where she now lives. She is now the wife of Fred Richenmeyer. Our 
subject was one of four children and the only one reared, the others dying 
young. He obtained a liberal education in the schools of Indiana and after 
leaving school he began clerking in a store in Vincennes. Later he went with 
his mother and step-father to Carter County, Mo., and worked on the farm. 
Three years later, or in 1873, he began working in a saw mill as lumber and 
log scaler. In 1883 he was elected sheriff of the county and reelected to t.he 
office of sheriff and collectOl-, his term of office lasting six years. After that 
he became manager of the store he now owns, for Holland Bros., and conducted 
this for two years when he bought out the stock and embarked in business for 
himself. He is possessed of excellent business acumen and has met with the 
best of fortune in this venture. In politics he advocates the principles and policy 
of the Republican party and was elected to his official positions by that party. 
At present he is a member and the secretary of the County Central Committee, 
and a man of considerable influence. Mr. Waymeyer was married in this 
county to Miss Sarah Boyer, daughter of Alexander Boyer of Wayne County, 
and three children have been born to this union: Henrietta, died when five 
years of age; Henry E. and \Villiam L. Mr. Waymeyer has a farm in Wayne 
County and has it rented. He also owns property in Van Buren. He is a 
stockholder in the bridge across Current River, and is one of the pushing, 
enterprising young men of the town. He is treasurer of the bridge company, 
and is well and favorably known all over Carter County. Mrs. \Naymeyer's 
father and mother are both deceased. For a number of years they resided in 
Wayne County, where Mrs. vVaymeyer was born, but they came originally 
from Tennessee. 

B. M. ESTES. There is no branch of commerce in the United States or 
elsewhere that is of more importance and enters more intimately into the 
interests of a locality than the selling of general merchandise, and this impor
tant calling is that in which Mr. Estes is engaged. He is amember of the firm of 
Estes & Cawdrey, of Eros, Ark., which connection was made in November 
1893. Mr. Estes was born at Woodbury, Tenn., September 23, 1844, being one 
of twelve children born to John M. and Charlotte (Elkins) Estes, the former 
of whom was a native of the Old North State and a son of John and Margaret 
Estes. John Estes was killed in the Florida Indian War and his widow sur
vived him until 1857. John M. Estes attained manhood in Tennessee, gained 
a moderate education, and was married there, but in 1847 emigrated to Marion 
County, Ark., and until his death, March 12, 1881, was a resident most of the 
time of Yellville. He became well known throughout this section, was 
respected by all who knew him and was a man of unblemished reputation. 
His wife was born in Tennessee, in 1809, a member of the well-known Elkin 
family of that State, and is still living on her farm near Yellville, and in addi
tion to her twelve children she has 240 grand, great-grand, and great-great
grandchildren. By trade John M. Estes was a blacksmith, but later he 
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became a ~erchant, was a stro~g Democrat and free trader politically, and 
for some tIme treasurer of Manon County and was also deputy sheriff for 
some ~ime. He w~s a Union man during the war and greatly opposed to 
SeceSSIOn, but all hIs sons upheld the Southern cause. He remained neutral 
duri?g the war, resid.ed in Yellville and was never molested by the opposing 
armIes, but was consIderably annoyed by bushwhackers. His children were 
as follows: Edward was a soldierof the Confederate Army and died while in 
the service, leaving a wife and six children; Margaret is the widow of Gideon 
Thompson and resides near Yellville; John died in 1874, was a Confederate 
soldier; ~l!zabeth is the widow of H. R. I~utchison and she and Zl1rs. Thomp
son are hVlllg together; Mary C. IS the \\'l.fe of A. S. Wood; James is living 
near YellvIlle and was a Confederate soldIer; Parolle died at the acre of two 
years; Benjamin M.; Nathaniel was a Confederate soldier and is l~in" near 
Yellville; William resides one mile from that place; Silas died at the ~ge of 
three years, and Thomas ]. is the editor of the Lead Hill SClltind, Lead Hill, 
Boone County, Ark. The parents of these children were members of the 
Christian Church. The greater part of the life of B. M. Estes has been spent 
in Marion and Boone Counties. At the age of sixteen he entered the Confed
erate service and served faithfully from 1861 to 1865, being mustered out with 
the rank of lieutenant, in charge of one section of courier line from Missis
sippi to Trans-Mississippi Department, having participated in the engage
ments at Poison Springs, Mark's Mill, and others too numerous to mention. 
Upon his return he found his parents in a needy condition and he at once gave 
them his aid in the making of a crop, and was never again blessed with the 
opportunity of attending school. January II, 1866, he was married to Martha 
Jackson, a daughter of David and P. (Brown) Jackson. She was born in 
Taney County, Mo., October 25, 1847, of which section her parents were among 
the early pioneers from Tennessee. The father was a native of North Caroiina 
and died in Springfield, Mo., while a prisoner during the war. His wife is stillliv
ing and is now nearly eighty-seven years of age. Three of their ten children are 
living: Nancy, David and Martha. Mr. Estes became the owner of a good farm 
four miles from Yellville, but at the end of five years sold out and moved to Kan
sas and only remained there four months. He then returned to Yell\"iIle and 
entered the livery business, building the stable which Mr. Wilson now owns. 
Later he purchased a farm seven miles from town, but sold it eventually and 
moved to Boone County, engaged in the nursery business, and in this occupa
tion has ever since been interested. He purchased a fine farm three miles west 
of Harrison and moved his nursery to it, and was very successful in that busi
ness. In October, 1893, he formed his present partnership and they are doing a 
thriving business, keeping an excellent general line of goods. He and his wife 
became members of the Christian Church in 1867, and he is an active worker in 
the same and also for the causes of education and temperance. He is an earnest 
Sunday-school worker, being loved by the children, for whom he ever has a kind 
word. In fact he is a worthy man and a useful citizen. He has been active 
in political work, has been a delegate to various conventions, but aside from 
this has not been an aspirant for public favor. He and his wife have eight 
children: Huldah, wife of Eugene Speer, of Harrison; Ora, wife of J. A. Caw
drey of Eros· Alice, wife of J. G. Pillow, of Harrison; Iranora; Isadora, wife 
of P;of. W. L'Terry, of Harrison: Martin Oliver, Essie and Nettie M. Not
withstanding the old saying that" a rolling stone gathers no moss," Mr. Estes 
has been successful in the accumulation of means, and although he has made 
many changes of residence he is the owner of a. fine farm. of 263 ,,:cres, also one 
of lOO acres near Harrison, Boone County, beSides the mterest III the general 
mercantile establishment at Eros. 
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J. G. SILER. j. G. Siler, county an'd circuit clerk and county recorder 
of Taney County, Mo., belongs to that army of intelligent, persevering, cour
ageous people who have gone forth from the States of their birth to become 
respected and esteemed in the States oftheiradoption. Although of American 
parentage, he is of German descent, and has inherited the energy, thrift and 
integrity of that race of people, attributes which placed him in his present 
responsible position. His grandfather, Jesse Siler, was one of three brothers 
who came from Germany to this country previous to the Revolution, and 
settled in North Carolina, where they became prominent and influential people. 
Members of this family fought in the Revolutionary War, the War of 1812, 
and in the Rebellion, and were brave and trustworthy soldiers. The father of 
our subject was born near Nashville, Tenn., and was one of the Georgia colony 
who came up White River in 1872 and made a landing at Lead Hill, in Boone 
County, Ark., whence they took wagons to t,he valley of Beaver Creek, where 
they made a settlement. The father of our subject took up a tract of land and 
made his home there for many years. In 1893 he moved to Webster County, 
Mo., where he is engaged in farming. He is a Mason and a member of the 
G. A. R. The early years of our subject were passed in Taney and Douglas 
Counties, where he attended the best schools of both counties. After attend
ing the Walnut Grove School in 1885 he became a teacher and followed that 
profession in Taney, Ozark and Douglas Counties for some time. In 1887-8 
he attended the Henderson Academy and became principal in 1889 of the 
Mansfield School in Wright County, subsequently attended Mt. Grove 
Academy in Wright County, Mo., and would have graduated in 1891, but 
instead was elected by a large majority to fill the offices which he now holds. 
He is a very popular young man and although a stanch Republican in politics, 
received a large Democratic vote. He began his duties January 5, 1891, and 
has discharged the same with more than ordinary ability. He was elected to 
that position when twenty-two years of age and will hold the same until 1895. 
During the three years he has held this position, he has given universal satis
faction and those who know him best look upon this much as but a prepa
ration for even better work in the future. He is the owner of a nice residence 
and six lots in Forsyth, also the owner of 160 acres near Forsyth, 160 acres 
near St. Louis Park, and 160 acres near Protem; he also owns other and 
smaller tracts. In 1893 he brought from Janesville, Wis., six fine imported 
horses, all registered, and was the first to introduce the imported stock into 
the county. In April, 1894, Mr. Siler purchased the general merchandise 
store of R. W. Cline, which invoiced $5,000. He has refused to become a 
candidate for reelection, and will, after his present term of office expires, 
devote his entire time to mercantile business. Mr. Siler was married June 3, 
1892, to Miss Emma A. Small, a native of Dade County, Mo., and the daughter 
of Dr. James and Mary Small. She is a lady of education and was a teacher 
in the public schools of West Plains, Mo. She has filled the office of deputy 
recorder and has held other positions. One child, Eunice, was born to this 
union October II, 1893. Mr. and Mrs. Siler are leaders in society, and he 
was superintendent in the Sunday-school of Forsyth. Mrs. Siler's father, Dr. 
James Small, was born in Tennessee in 1841, and was the seventh son born to 
Rev. James and Mary A. (Wallace) Small, both of whom were of Scotch 
descent. James Small attended the schools of his neighborhood and when 
the Civil War broke out he enlisted in the Union Army, Second Kansas Infantry, 
and later in the Sixteenth Missouri Cavalry, serving until the close of the war. 
In 1864 he married Miss Mary Noe, of Lee County, Va., and five children were 
given them: Mary j., born April 3, 1866, the wife of W. F. Patterson of 
Nebraska; Emma A., born March 23, 1868, now Mrs. Siler; Nellie, born June 
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23, IKi2, the wik of J. H. Bunyard; R. Walter, born July 19, ISiS, and J, 
Arthur, born January 12, 18~4· After the \\'ar fIlr. Small took char<re of the 
old home, belonging to his father, and began the studr of medicine ~Ilder Dr. 
E. H. Mover. Later he moved to Arkansas and continucd to study medicine, 
under Dr. \"1. 1\1. Noe, his brother-in-law, and he also attended the Ame"rican 
Medical College, graduating from that institution in 1880. Soon after this he 
began practiciI:g at Isa~ella, Mo., but later mO\'ed to Marion County, Ore. 
where he remaIned untIl r8R2, when he moved to Oakland, Ark., and soon 
after was appoi.nted postmaster at that place. In ISSi he moved to Douala:; 
County and bmlt up a large practice. He established the postoffice at S1llallett, 
Douglas County, and was one of the most prominent citizens. In 1890 he 
was appointed physician of the Nuyaka Mission, Indian TeITitorr. Dr. ::lmall 
has a fine farm of 120 acres in Douglas County, and owns other \'aluabk 
property. 

JoUlES O. NICIWLS()N. The gentleman whose name opens this sketch i, 
the oldest merchant in Boone County, Ark., and has gi\'en his attention to 
the business in which he is no\\' engaged in Harrison since IS6S. He came to 
this place with Capt. H. W. Fick, with whom he was in business for about 
two years, when he became the sole proprietor of the establishment, and has 
continued as such up to the present time. He carries a large stock of general 
merchandise, and the building he occupie~ at the southeast corner' of the 
public square is a two-story structure, having a frontage of thirty-five feet 
and a depth of one hundred feet. He at all times keeps an excellent and 
extensive line of goods, and has met with well-merited success, being a leader 
in his line in the northern part of the State. Mr. Nicholson was born in Madi
son County, Tenn., :March IS, !R44, being the eldest son and second child in 
a family of ten children born to James W. and E. J. (J'.:ewby) Nicholson, the 
former of whom was born in South Carolina, but was an early resident of the 
State of Tennessee, where he made his home until ISS!, when he came to 
Prairie County, Ark., and became one of the first settlers of Hickory Plains. 
In rSSS he moved to Pope County, and in rS68 came to Harrison, where he 
died in 1877. He was a farmer throughout life, and member of the Missionary 
Baptist Church. He was a Democrat, a prominent man in all public mat
ters, and was for some years justice of the peace of Harrison. His fatht:r, 
David Nicholson, an Englishman by descent, was a South Carolin"ian, who 
died in Madison County, Tenn. James W. Nicholson married a Tennessee lady. 
She is still living, and the following are the children born to them: Martha T., 
wife of H. \V. Fiek; Joseph A. died at the age of twenty-one years;James 0.; 
Sally, wife of W. S. Allen of Newton County; Charles D. of Texas; Susie, wife 
of J. M. Daubleday of Coldwell, Kan.; and]. D. of TeNas. The school days 
of James O. Nicholson wcre spent at Hickory Plains, Ark., and in Pope 
County, the subscription schools of that day affording him his education. 
\Vhile pursuing the paths of learning the waf came up and h,e enlisted in .Com
pany K, Third {\rkansas Regiment Cav~lr~, C. S .. A., and took part lll_the 
CIwao-ements at COrInth and Iuka, Holly Spnngs, ChIckamauga, Resaca, New 
H~p~ ell urch, Bentonville and the siege of Atlanta being .one of. about thirty
fivc able-bodied men out of ],300, who came out of that sIcge a!t\'c. He was 
at olle time wounded in the head by a gun shot, which unfitted him for duty 
fOf a short time, but during the entire war he was never taken prisoner. He 
was a private during most of his service, but finally ~ecame or~ierl{' of his com
pany. After the closc of the war he returned to IllS. home III I ?pe County, 
then came to Boone County at the date above mentIoned. Dunng the last 
eight or ten years, in addition to conducting his mercantile establishn~cnt, he 
has been engagcd in farming, and has a fine estatc of :qo acres, a nllle and 

11 
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a quarter south of the public square. He has also other land in the county 
amounting to 360 acres, which is fertile and valuable, and the stockraising 
industry has received much attention at his hands. He is an officer and mem
ber of the Methodist Episcopal Church South, is a stanch Democrat, is one of 
the substantial men of his party, and a worthy and progressive citizen. He 
was married to Miss Sarah L. Evatt, daughter of \Vright Evatt, a Georgian by 
birth, but a resident of Harrison since 1869. By her he became the father of 
eight children: Cora L., wife of J. T. Tipton, 1'1. D., of Lead Hill; Wright, a 
farmer of Texas; James; John; Frank; Blondie; Hugh; and Columbus, who 
died at the age of two years. The mother of these children died in February, 
1891. She was a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church. Miss Loretta 
Kirby, a sister of Dr. Kirby, became Mr. Nicholson's second wife, and is an 
earnest member of the Christian Church. The annual sales of Mr. Nicholson's 
mercantile establishment amount to from $15,000 to $20,000. His stock is 
valued at $10,000. He is a wide-awake business man, is shrewd, yct strictly 
honorable in his methods, and the respect accorded him is universal. 

J. H. BERRY. This gentleman is one of the oldest residents of Marion 
County, Ark, and through his enterprise, energy and push he has done much 
to make that section the prosperolls region that it is. He was born in \Vash
ington County, Va., April 26, 1824, being the third of eight children born to 
Samuel and Sarah (Hickey) Berry, the former of whom was born in Wash
ington County, Va., in 1796, his parents being William and Elizabeth (Duff) 
Berry. vVilliam Berry was a Virginian also, but his father, John Berry, was a 
native of the State of New York, and in his day was in many engagements 
with the Indians. Elizabeth Duff was born on the ocean when her parents 
were on their way to this country. In 1843 Samuel Berry emigrated to Mis
souri, the journey thither bring made in a wagon which he himself had made, 
and a location was made in what is now vVebster County, the father taking lip 
a tract of Government land. In tilling the soil and raising stock he acquired 
a good property and became a highly-respected and honored citizen. He was 
a stanch Democrat, a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and in :844 
was called to that bourne whence no traveler returns. The maternal grand
parents of the subject of this sketch were 'William and Rachael Hickey who 
spent their lives in Virginia, in which State Mrs. Berry was born in 1794, her 
death occurring in Missouri in 1856. The children she bore were named as 
follows: vVilliam E., who died in 1880, was a soldier in the Confederate ser
vice, was circuit clerk of Taney County, Mo., for a number of years before the 
war, was at one time postmaster at Forsythe, and became well known in south
west Missouri and northern Arkansas; John B., died when five years old; 
James H.; Robinson D. is living near Mansfield, Wright County, Mo., of which 
he is a prominent citizen; Carson M. was killed by bushwhackers during the 
early part of the Civil War; Patrick C. is a farmer of Stone County, Mo., and for 
six years was circuit clerk ofthat county, and has been a member of the Missouri 
Legislature two terms, and Margaret E. is the wife of Hiram Crider, of Wright 
County, Mo.; John B., who died in Virginia, and an infant that died in that 
State. J. H. Berry was educated in the schools of his native State and later 
those of Tennessee, in which he gained a liberal education for a youth of his 
day. In 185 I he started out for himself, and upon his arrival in Yellville he 
engaged in business under the firm name of J. P. Vance & Co., but from 1854 
until the opening of the war the business firm of Vance & Berry was in exist
ence. After remaining in Yellville for a short time Mr. Berry went to Izard 
County, where he remained until the war closed, after which he returned to 
this place and was in business with L. Ellenburg. Four years later this part
nership was dissolved and the business was carried on under the name of J. 
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I I. Berry & Co., Juhn :-;. Cowdrey, his son-in-law, being a partner. In 1886 the 
name became J. I-l. Berry: & Son, and still continues as such. ::\1r. Berry has 
been one of the progressl\'e merchants of this section for forty-two years and 
has becume well and favorably known throughout northern Arkansas. He 
has been succes~ful.1l1 the accumulation of worldly goods and has abundant 
lIleans to keep hl1n Il1 cumfort the remainder of his life. He is a stron" Dem
urrnt_ in politi.cs, i.s a r~lCmbcr of the :\Iethodist Episcopal Church South, He 
lI"as first marned In tIlls county to nIiss Eliza \Vilson, a dalwhter of 1. C. \\"il
sun, her birth occurring in North Carolina in 1839, and her ~Ieath in Arkansas 
in 1~6~, ha\'ing, beco~ll! the motl~e: of three children: :'.'lartha ~., wife of John 
!-'. l o \\"<1 rey ; hd I, \\"I f e of J. N. Gnffin, of Oakland, Ark.; Harnet L. who died 
in infancy. :\1 r. Berry's secund marriage took place in 1863 and was to .i\Iay 
I I. :\Iilam, daughter uf James .i\Iilam, who died in Johnson County, .\rk., in 
1 H4S, The secund marriage resultt:d in the birth of six children: James c., 
who is assDciatl:d in business with his father, was born December I, IS63, \\'as 
educated in the Jlublic schools of Yellville and State University at Favette
\·ille, in 1HHS became associatl:d in business \\·ith his father and is married to 
:\1 iss Edna E, Layton, daug·hter of r\. S. Layton, and by h..:r has three chil
dren: Augusta II., ElIla, and Lelia, who died at the age of one year; James 
C. Berry is a wide-awake young business man, is a member of the Knights, of 
Yellville, and he and his wif..: attend the :'Ilethodist Episcopal Church South; 
Ewaldus 1.. was born April 12, 1~66, \\·as educat.:t1 in the schools of Yell
ville, (juitman Cullege and Emery and Henry College, Virginian, he \ras 
apJlointed to the uffice uf private secretary to Sl!nator Berry of Arkansas at 
\\'ashington D. c., after which he sl!curl!d a position in the United States 
i\a\'y, amI is now cll!rk in the House of Representatives at \\'ashington. He 
is it IlIan of family and has two children: Fred and I\.Iatlaline ;\1); Virgie is the 
wi f e of .J. C. Floyd of \' ell ville, by whom she has two children: Nina and Rec
tor; :'IIary is the wife of \V. 1. Gear, who is engaged in the manufacture of 
pressed brick at Springficld, ]\.[0., and by whom she has t\\·o children: Idri~ 
ant! Sarah anti Rohert L., who is attending the Yellville Institute. One child 
died in infancy, :\Ir. Berry has seen IlIuch of the progress that has been 
made in Marion County, and has been one of its most substantial, law-abiding 
and pl'Ogrl!ssive citizens . 

.JA~ms l\"J, l~ISl\EH, Among the 1Il0st intelligent and highly-respected 
families of Stone CuuIlty, ,\rk ,we may well note that of which :'IIr, Risner is the 
head, for he is one of the substantial citizens of the county, and has a beautiful 
allll fertile farm of ..jHo acres in the heart of Richwoods Township. He 
was bol'11 in what is now Stone County, October 5, 1853, a son of George and 
l\.largaret (Young) Risner, \\"ho were Tennesseeans by birth, but who came to 
;\rkansas when :'itill unmarried, and were united in wedlock in what was then 
Izard, but is now Stone County, The father died in 1875, at the age of forty
six years, and the mother in IHS9, when still quite a young woman. The sub
ject of this sketch was the fifth of six children born to this worthy couple. anti 
ilfter the death of his mother he maLic his home with his uncle, Christian 
Young, who was killed during the war, after which he made his home with the 
widow for a short time. He then ran away and made his home with Robert 
Cagle until almoRt gro\\'n, when he lived with Walter Cagle for ~ sho:t 
time, He was given the ad\'antages of the common schools dunng hIS 
boyhood, and upon starting out in life for himself was. totally without 
means. He, however, was strong and well, and was detel'11l1ned. to. Ill.ake a 
Sl1ccess of his life, and with this capital, which is by no means an lllslglllficant 
one, he began his independcnt career, and, owing to the cart: anti thollght he 
has always given them, his enterpriseR have been attended WIth good results. 
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and he is noll' in independent circumstances. He has over 200 acres under 
cultivation, and has always given considerable attention to stockraising, an 
occupation that he has found to be both profitable and pleasing. He has been 
quite extensively engaged in the purchase and sale of horses, cattle and hogs, 
and has become well known throughout the county as a successful, but always 
an honorable and upright dealer. Mar 1, 1889, he was married to Miss Fanny 
Chambers, of this county, and they have a pretty and hospitable home. Mr. 
Risner is a Democrat in his political views, and being a decidedly public
spirited citizen, does all in his power to benefit the community in which he 
lives, or Stone County. He is what may be termed a "hustler," and deserves 
great credit for the honorable position in business and social circles which he 
has gained. 

ALFRED H. PURDY. Among the enterprising and successful produce mer
chants of Billings, Mo., Alfred H. Purdy holds a prominent position. He has 
been in business in this city since 1880, has developed a permanent patronage, 
and his house is one of the creditable monuments to the business circles of this 
place. He came originally from south Illinois, born December 28, 1857, to the 
tmion of Henry 1. and Mary (Varnum) Purdy. Our subject passed his boy
hood and youth in his native county, and in addition to a common-school edu
cation attended college at Carbondale, where he was thoroughly educated. 
For a short time he clerked in Carbondale, but later came to Missouri, and 
clerked in a store in Joplin for a number of years. In 1880 he came to Billings, 
leased the mill, and was engaged in the milling business from that time until 
1884, under the firm name of Purdy & Goesling. After that he and his 
brother, C. E. Purdy, embarked in the grocery business, which they followed 
for about six years, when our subject bought out his partner. Later he sold 
this, and still later branched out in the produce business with L. M. Vlolfe, now 
the vice-president of Billings Mercantile Company. In 1890 Mr. Purdy and 
George M. Scott bought out Mr. John Seide, mercantile store, also the store of 
C. E. Purdy, consolidated the business, and followed it until 1892. Since that 
time he has been engaged in the produce business, buying all kinds of produce 
and game, shipping to all points, and doing a large business. Mr. Purdy is a 
young man, but experience has brought him reflection, coolness and judgment. 
He is held in much esteem for his many excellent qualities, and for his straight 
and manly action. This worthy young man has held a number of offices in the 
town, and was the one who presented the petition to the court to make Bill
ings an incorporated town. Since then he has been one of the trustees. and 
has held the office of city clerk three terms. He has also been assessor of 
the town. He is one of the prominent men of the county, is active in political 
matters, and has been at the head of the Republican ticket. Socially he is a 
member of the A. O. U. W., Select Knights of the A. O. U. W., and also the 
Sons of Veterans. June 18, 1882, he selected his wife in the person of Miss 
Minnie !VI. Scott, a native of Iowa, born in 1865, the daughter of Dr. J. Z. Scott, 
who has been a resident of Billings since 188!, with the exception of one year, 
and who served in the Mexican War .. Two children have been born to MLand 
Mrs. Purdy: Clarence, born May I, 1885, and Ollie, March 5,1888. Mr. Purdy 
and wife are members of the Christian Church, and they are much respected 
by all. 

HaN. PATRICK C. BERRY. The position occupied bY,Patrick C. Berry as 
one of the prominent and influential citizens of Stone County, Mo., has been 
gained by personal worth and unquestioned integrity. He is well and favor
ably known aH over the county, few men more so, and is now enjoying the 
fruits of a well-spent life. In the grand old mother of States, Virginia, he 
was born, August 22, 1830, the seventh son and next to the youngest of the 
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eight children of Samuel <l;ncl Sarah (Hickey) Berry, both natives of Washing
t?n County, Va. Our subject's grandfather, William Berry, was born in the 
E.merald ) Islf', but ~t an. ear.ly date came to this country and settled in Vir
g1l1!a or 1 ennsylvama, dYll1g 111 the former State. He was a farmer, and the 
old homestead in the Old Do.minion is now owned by members of the family. 
S.amuel. Berr):' was born on this old farm in 1799, grew to manhood and mar
ned ]'Illss Hickey. All his children were born in that State and he remained 
there until 1.843, w~len he started for Missouri, arriving here t'he following year. 
He located.1I1 Wnght County and died there the same year. The family 
bought an lmpn::ved farm, on which they resided many years and on which 
the mother died Ill: 1856: when about sixty years of age. Her parents, \Villiam 
and Rachel (M.artll1) Hlckey.were early settlers of \Vashington County, Va., 
the former havmg been born 111 South Carolina, of a prominent family of that 
State. Mr. Berry was a wealthy citizen and a man who took an interest in all 
public doings. lie and wife were members of the Protestant 1\lethodist 
Church. To their marriage were born eight children,as follows: William c., 
a merchant, died at Augusta, Ark., in 1879, previous to the war, in which he 
served as a Confederate soldier, he was clerk of the court in Taney County; 
John B. died when five years of age; James H., a merchant of Yellville, Ark., 
where he has resided since 1850, is a cripple and did not serve in the Rebellion 
(he is a stanch Democrat and a wealthy, influential citizen); Robison D. 
residing on the old home place in \Vright County, :-'10., is a pmminent man and 
has held a number of responsible positions; Car:;on M., also an influential cit
izen of Wright County, of \vhich he was judge for some time, was killed dur
ing the war (he was married); a son died in infancy; Patrick c., our subject, 
and Margaret. who is widow of Hyman Crider, reside in \Vright County. 
Until the age of thirteen years Patrick C. Berry remained in Virgll1ia, and he 
well remembers the trip made to Missouri. His educational advantages were 
limited, but as his mother was a lady of more than ordinary ability, she taught 
him in the common branches, and this, together with what he learned in later 
years, with his native good judgment and sense, has placed him among the 
best posted men of the county. After reaching mature years he branched 
Ollt as a merchant at Forsyth and remained there for three years. In 1853 
he moved to Galena and was a merchant there for five years. In r8511 he was 
elected clerk of the county and held that position down to 1862, when he was 
elected to represent the county in the Twenty-second and Twenty-third Gen
eral Assembly. Again, in 1866, he was elected clerk of the court, holding that 
office until 1870, and in 187l) he once more represented the county in the Leg
islature. Ever since casting his first vote he has affiliated with the Demo
cratic party, and is one of the leading men of that party in the county. Dur
in" the war he enlisted in the First Arkansas Cavalry Volunteers ofthe United 
St~tes Army and served two years and seven months, receivin~ his discharge 
February 5, r865. The same year he represe~ted his county in the, Legislat~~e, 
and, on returning home, he raised and orgamzed a company of State nllhtla, 
being elected captain of the same. Most of the time he \\'as stati.oned in 
southwest Missouri and Arkansas, but he had poor health dunng service. In 
1866 he was appointed assessor of the county and has held the office of 
director of schools in his district. He has been postmaster at Galena and at 
Cape Fair and has held other local positions. In 1866 he moved from Galena 
to a farm on Flat Creek, and thence to his present farm about 1884. While 
on Flat Creek he followed milling, and in connection with this he is now 
cn<Tacrecl in famlin" and stockraising. He is a charter member of Galena 
Lo~lge NO.5 1 5, A. F. & A. M., and also a~liat~s \\:ith !he Farmer~' Allia;lce. 
1\1r. Berry was married at Galena to :Vllss E valme Stone, a native of lolk 
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County, Mo., and the daughter of Judge William Stone, after whom the 
county was named. The Judge brought his family to Missouri in 1832. and 
ill Stone County Mrs. Berry grew to womanhood. To Mr. and Mrs. Berry 
were born five children, as follows: William C. C. resides with our subject 
and has a family of five children; James S. is at the old home in Stone County; 
Henry D., residing on a farm near the father; Martha died when five years of 
age; and John R. died in infancy. The mother of these children died Feb
ruary 23, 1892. She was a member of the Christian Church and a lady whose 
many estimable qualities endeared her to all. Mr. Berry can see many 
changes in the county since he first came here in 1853, many of the town
ships being without a settler then, and he has contributed his share toward its 
advancement. 

ROBERT A. SMITH, better known as "Mac" Smith, is a prominent farmer 
and stockraiser of Swan Township, Taney County, Mo., and is classed among 
the wide-awake, progressive men of his section. Hi~ birth occurred in Chris
tian County, Mo., January I, 1846, and he is one of eight children born to 
William and America (Bryant) Smith, both natives of Cumberland County, 
Va., where they were reared, educated and married. Later they left their 
native State and moved to Kentucky, but remained there only a short time, 
and then settled in Hickory County, Mo. The following year they removed 
to Christian County of that State and settled in the woods on Swan, near Cedar 
Creek, where Mr. Smith began improving a small farm. Thence they removed 
to a point near Sparta, where Mr. Smith improved another farm, and there 
died in 1865. He was very successful as a tiller of the soil, and was also quite 
a prominent horse raiser. During the war he was a Union man, but took no 
part except to serve in the Home Guards. He was a pioneer of Christian 
County. His grandfather, Spencer Smith, a native Virginian, and a mechanic 
who followed farming in that State, passed his entire life there with his 
wife, Sarah Crecy. He had three sons and one daughter. On the maternal 
side, his grandfather, Eli Bryant, was also a native of the Old Dominion. The 
mother of our subject died in Christian County about 1860. Eight children 
were born to her marriage with Mr. Smith, as follows: Sallie A., widow of 
Washington Burkhart; George H., died in Nebraska several years before the 
war; William, was a militiaman and was killed in Christian County by bush
whackers in 1863 and his body left in the woods to be eaten by hogs (he 
left a wifl:! and one child); Thomas J.. of Christian County, who is engaged in 
farming (he was a soldier in the Twenty-fourth Missouri Infantry, serving 
three years and operating in Missouri, and was at Rolla most of the time); 
Robert A., subject; Alvira, died when young; Washington was killed at Swan
ville, October II, 1869; and James died at the home of our subject. The latter 
was reared on the farm in Christian County, with no education worth speaking 
about, and in the fall of 1864 joined Company M, Seventy-third Missouri 
Cavalry, as flag bearer or fifth sergeant, serving until the close of the war, 
principally in Arkansas. He was in many skirmishes and was discharged at 
Forsyth after the war. As he had been reared to agricultural pursuits it was 
but natural that he should select tha,t as his calling in life. He purchased land 
in Taney County, and has added to this until he is now the owner of 270 acres 
of good land,70 acres cleared, on which are good buildings and improvements. 
He is also the owner of a good farm of 156 acres near Sparta, all the fruits 
of his own perseverance. He is well known as a stock dealer and annually 
handles many cattle, shipping to St. Louis and other points. He is also one 
of the leading farmers of his section and is considered authority on all sub
jects relating to agricultural pursuits. In the year 1865 he celebrated his 
nuptials with Miss Permelia Roberts, a native of Christian County and the 
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daughter of \Villiamson and Mary Roberts, who came from Tennessee to Chris
tian County. In this county Mrs. Roberts died in May, 1889, but the father is 
still living ~nd is ~ wealthy farmer. He served in the militia during the war. :rhe follow'.n~ ehIl~ren were born to our subject and wife: Mary L., died in 
I~fan~y~ \VIlllam, dIed when twenty-one years of .age; Robert; Rosetta, \\"ho 
dlCd 111 lIlfancy; Albert; one dIed unnamed; Mao-(Tle; Ina; :-ianford and Laura. 
Mr. Smith is a member of the Masonic fraternityin Forsyth, Lodge No. 433. 

DAVlr:: B .. PICHT. The name mentioned above is well known in the agri
cultural dlstncts of Douglas County, 1\,10., and is a synonym for all that is 
pushing, enterprising and successful. Mr. Pratt was born in l\'Iaury County, 
Tenn., September 10, 1828, a son of Joseph and Mary (Buchanan) Pratt, the 
former of whom was born in Georgia, but when a youngman removed to Ten
nessee, where he spent the remainder of his days. He was a cabinet maker 
by trade, was a soldier of the War of 1812, and was an upright and honorable 
man. His wife was born in Tenness.ee and was a daughter of David Bu
chanan, who was a participant in a number of the early Indian wars in Ten
nessee. She died in 1870, having become the mother of six children: 
Andrew J., who was killed in the battle of Monterey during the Mexican War; 
Margaret, who died after her marriage with H. S. Blakemore; David H.; and 
Fidelia A., who is the wife of G. \V. Reese, of Tennessee, being the only ones 
who reached maturity. The early life of David B. Pratt was passed on a farm 
and his advantages for obtaining an education were very meager indeed. In 
1849 he began farming on his own responsibility, but in 1850 was severely 
attacked by the" gold fever" and he made the overland trip to California, 
where he remained fourteen months engaged in mining. He then went to 
Oregon, but about one year later returned to Tennessee by water, and in that 
State continued to make his home until 1853. He then took up his abode in 
Greene County, Mo., near Springfield, where he made his home one year, then 
moved to Laclede County, thence to Taney County, and then back to Greene 
County. He served in the Missouri State Militia for about two years during 
the war and was in the battle of Springfield when Marmaduke made his raid. 
He saw some hard service during the war and was a useful and faithful soldier. 
After the war he resided in Greene County until 1866, when he came to Doug
las County, later removed to Taney County and in 1890 came to the farm on 
which he no\\' lives, which consists of 197 acres and where he has since devoted 
his attention to fanning and stockraising. He was married in Greene County, 
Mo., to Sarah Hartin, a daughter of A. N. Hartin, an early pioneer of that 
section. Mrs. Pratt was born seven miles east of Sringfield, June 4, 1839, and 
has borne her husband nine children: Joseph M., who died young; John, who 
is in the \Vest and is a man of family; David N., who is living near Roy, this 
county, and is a man of family; William A., who died at the age of t\\"enty
two years; Fidelia A., who is the wife of Thomas Osburn, of Ozark County; 
Addie B., who is the wife of James Garrison, of Ozark County; George \\'., 
who is livin,r in Doucrlas County and is a man of family; and Emma, who is at 
home. Mr."and Mr; Pratt have every reason to be pi·oud of their family, for 
they are intelligent, progressi\·e and law-abiding citizens. The parent". are 
members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and 1\h. Pratt is a Republican 
politically and is acti\'e in all public matters. They ~l~ve a ~omfortabl.e and 
pleasant home four miles from Rome and have many fnends 1ll thc sectIOn 111 

which they residc. . 
R. V. LAsATEK. The American people not only tra\'cl more extenSIvely 

than any other nation, bu.t they patronize t? a greater cxtent the numerous estab
lishments for the hirc of horses and carnages. One of the best known, most 
desen·cllly popular and liberally patronized livery stables in this city is that 
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conducted by R. V. Lasater, a wide-awake, thorough-going business man. Mr. 
Lasater was born in St. Francois County, Mo., November 28, 1858, and is a son 
of Reuben and Elizabeth (Govreau) Lasater. The father was born in Tennes
see, and when but a boy came to Missouri. About 1868 he located in Howell 
County, at West Plains, and became the owner of a large farm on which a con
siderable portion of the city now stands. Farming was his principal occupa
tion in life, but he was pUblic-spirited and progressive and was holding the 
office of sheriff and collector at the time of his death, which occurred in \Vest 
Plains in 1874. He served in the Union Army all through the Civil \Var, was 
in many hard-fought battles, and was one of the best of soldiers. Politically 
he was a Republican and socially a Mason. He gave the Oak Grove -- to 
both lodges. Mr. Lasater was a man of considerable means and a good, law
abiding citizen. He was a good judge of fine horses and made a business of 
raising fine animals. No man was more highly esteemed than he, for he had 
the happy faculty of making friends wherever he went. The farm he owned is 
now in city lots, and is the handsomest part of West Plains. Mr. Lasater was 
about sixty years of age at the time of his death. He was a mem ber of the Met
hodist Episcopal Church. Mrs. Lasater is still living in \Vest Plains. She was 
born in St. Genevieve County; Mo., and was the daughter of Charles Govreau. 
By her marriage she became the mother of twelve children, six daughters and 
six sons, as follows: Frank, living on a farm in Oregon County, Mo.; John, a 
farmer in the same county; Mollie, wife of Gideon Thomas, of the \Nest Plains 
planing mill; Clara, was wife of William BoHind, of West Plains; Julia, wife of 
Daniel Galloway; Reuben V., subject; George, who died when twenty-three 
years of age; Joseph, who is running a stock farm in Howell County; Marion, 
also a farmer; Addie, the wife of Charles Brown, of Illinois; Jennie, single, at 
home; and Lillie, single. R. V. Lasater comes from one of the old and prom
inent Missouri families. He passed his school days in West Plains, and 
received his primary education in the first school building erected in the city. 
This was a log building but his educational advantages were limited, as he only 
attended about six months. In 1885 he began business in the livery stable he 
now owns, and later he sold out, but in 1891 purchased it again. He is now 
in husiness with his father-in-law, Mr. Henry, and is manager. The barn is a 
well-regulated one and the leading one in the city. Mr. Lasater is a member 
of the K. of P., the subordinate and uniform ranks and the ------ Lodge. 
He married Miss Alice Henry, and five children have been given them: Ger
trude, Ruby, Jess M., Effie and Samuel. Mrs. Lasater is a membel' of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. In politics Mr. Lasater is a stanch Republican, 
and he is a public-spirited, successful young business man. 

ELIJAH FRIEND. The estate of which this progressive tiller of the soil is 
the owner comprises 190 acres advantageously located near Theodocia, Mo., 
on which he has resided for the past fifteen years, and which he has put in an 
excellent state of cultivation. Mr. Friend inherits many of the most sterling 
traits of his Scoth and Irish ancestors and is a man on whose word one can 
rely at all times. He was born in Marion County, Ark., about sixty-three 
years ago, but his parents James and Mary Jane (Millwood) Friend, were born 
in Maryland. The father removed with his parents to Scott County, Mo., 
and was there married a few years later, after which he removed with his 
wife to Marion County, Ark., and a few years later to Ozark County, Mo., 
where he improved a good farm and made his home on the same for fifteen 
years. At the end of this time he removed a little west of that place and 
after improving a good farm there died on the place in 1883, at the age 
of seventy-two years. He was a lifelong farmer, a man well known for his 
honesty, and in religion was first a Missionary Baptist, but later became a 
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Ger:eral Ba~tist. He .was a Union sympathizer during the war, but took no 
active part In the serVice, although he was formerly a participant in the War 
of 1812 and in the Black Hawk War. His father died in Scott County, Mo., 
and the maternal grandfather also died there, having been a soldier in the 
Revolutionary War. The wife of James Friend died in 1867, having become 
t,he :nother of five sons and. five daug~ters: Charley:, who died very young; 
Sallie, who became the wife of David Jones and IS deceased; Louie, who 
became the wife of Alva Graham and is deceased; Elizabeth, who became the 
wife of James Tabor and is deceased; John, of Ozark County, was a soldier 
in the Sixth Missouri Infantry, United States Army; Susan, died unmarried' 
Elijah, the subject of this sketch; Elisha, who died before the war; Thomas: 
was a soldier in the Sixteenth Missouri Cavalry, and died at Lebanon, Mo.; 
and Rusha. The subject of this sketch had very poor advantages for schooling 
in his youth, for he was reared in the wilds of Ozark County, but this defi
ciency he greatly remedied in later years by much varied reading, and he is now 
justly considered one of the well-informed men of the county. He was first 
married in June, 1852, to Miss Nancy Brown, a daughter of Gideon and Sallie 
Brown, the father being killed before the war in Taney County, Mo., but Mrs. 
Friend was called from life in 1862, having become the mother of one child, 
a daughter, Elizabeth, who became the wife of Bennett Tabor. In 1865 Mr 
Friend took for his second wife Mrs. Mary Haskins, a daughter of Marian 
and Ruth Heard, who removed from their native State of Tennessee to 
Arkansas, and finally came to Ozark County, Mo., where they both passed 
from life. Mrs. Friend was born in Arkansas, and died in 1877, after having 
become the mother of five sons and one daughter: John, Jesse, !\lary (wife 
of Thomas Mahan), Thomas, Calvin, and Asa (who died in infancy). Since 1881 
Mr. Friend has been married to Ruth (Graham) Pelham, a daughter of John 
D. Graham. At the opening of the great Civil War Mr. Friend joined 
Company D, Seventy-third East Missouri Militia, which operated in Missouri 
and Arkansas until May 20, 1863, when he became a member of Company D, 
Sixteenth Missouri Cavalry, with which he served until the close of the war, 
in Missouri, Arkansas, Kansas and the Indian Territory, during which time he 
participated in many skirmishes. He received his discharge at Springfield in 
July, 1865, after which he returned home and followed farming and carpenter
ing for a livelihood for some time. He is a Republican in politics, a member 
of the Grand Army of the Republic, and in his religious belief is a General 
Baptist. 

BEVERLY B. EVETTS. The pages of history fail to disclose an older or 
more honorable calling than that of the farmer, and among its most honorable 
votaries is Beverly B. Evetts, who is a product of Smith County, Tenn., where 
he was born April 2,1847, to James H. and Sarah A. (Hubbard) Evetts, who 
were also natives of Smith County, and where they were reared and married. 
In 1847 they came to Arkansas and located in Wallace Township, Stone 
County, of which section they were among the very first.settlers. .~fter ma~
ing several changes they located .on the farm on which t~e subJect ?f thiS 
sketch now resides, the most of which was woodland at the time of their pur
chase. This land Beverly B. Evetts helped to clear and improve, and it is 
now one of the finest places in the county. The f~ther was. bor? in. 1~19 and 
died in 1871, but the mother, who was bom In 1823, IS -still livmg, and 
makes her home with the subject of this sketch. She is a mernber of the 
Methodist Church, is a worthy woman and has many friends. The father .was 
a Democrat politically, was a soldier in the Confederate. Army. for so~e time, 
and was a participant in the battle of Helena. HIS famIly conSisted of 
three children: Andrew]., who was in the Seventh Arkansas Infantry, and 
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died in the service; J. M., who resides on the olel home place; and Beverly B. 
The latter spent his school days here, and at the age of seventeen years 
enlisted in Anderson's regiment, C. S. A., was in the Missouri raid, and took, 
part in all the engagements of that memorable campaign, and was also a par
ticipant in the battle near Fayetteville. At the close of the war he began to 
do for himself, and took the management of the old home farm into his 
own hands, and cared for his father until his death. The family own a fine farm 
of 300acres, with lOG acres under cultivation, and Mr. Evetts and his brother arc 
quite actively engaged in the raising of stock as well as farming, and arc justly 
classed among the wide-awake farmers of their section, and as law-abiding 
and public-spirited citizens. Beverly B. has held the office of constable of his 
township, and in 1886 was elected to the responsible position of county sheriff. 
and was reelected in 1888, and made a faithful and efficient official. He is a 
member of the 1. O. O. F., and belongs to Buckhorn Lodge No. 303 of the A. 
F. & A. M. Politically he has always been a Democrat, and has always faith
fully supported the measures and men of that party. 

HoI'. MELVII\ NATHAI\IEL DYER. Prominent in thL! ranks of thL! fore
most of the brilliant circle of lawyers of Baxter County, Ark., stands the name 
of Melvin Nathaniel Dyer, who has a most thorough and practical knowledge 
of the complications of law. 11:e was born near Lawrenceville, Gwinnett County 
Ga., in 1833, and reared in \Nalker County, Ga., a son of Edwin Dyer, who 
was a native of Virginia, and was reared on Blue Grass soil. His father, 
\".liley Dyer, made fifty-three moves during his lifetime and died in Texas. 
He was a farmer by occupation, was quite a Nimrod in his day, and while in 
Kentucky, developed some salt wells, from which he netted a good income 
while boating up and down the Big Sandy and Ohio Rivers. In 1849 he went 
to Texas, where he was called from life in 1850, at about the age of se\'enty 
years. Edwin Dyer was a minister of the Missionary Baptist Church, became 
well known as an eminent divine, and when the subject of this sketch was OJ. 

boy preached at Lafayette, Ga., Rome, Ga., and Chattanooga, Tenn. He 
afterward came to Arkansas and for some time preached at Mountain Home, 
after which he removed to Texas and died at Breckenridge in 1876, at the age 
of seventy years. His wife. Nancy i\ustin, the mother of the subject of this 
sketch, is still living ane! has attained to the advanced age of eighty-eight 
years. She resides in Rome. Ga. There were bom to her marriage with 
Mr. Dyer five sons and three daughters, and four of these sons took part in 
the great Civil \Var as members of the Confederate Army. Edwin belonged 
to the First Arkansas Rifles, Churchill's old regiment, and was at the battles 
of Oakhill, but later died from exposure. He was a graduate of the Macon 
Medical College. 'Wiley, anothL!r son, was inspector general with the rank 
of captain of Reynold's brigade, was for some time a prisoner of waf at 
Johnson's Island; he is still living. Simpson was a member of the Dalton 
Guards, served in the Army of Virginia and died during the war. In 1862 
Meh'in N., the subject of this sketch, joined Company E. Fortieth Georgia 
Infantry, but after serving with that regiment one year went into the Third 
Georgia Cavalry, which was a part of \Vhecler's command, and saw some hard 
service. At the close of the war he surrendered at Kingston. Ga. In 
1856 he graduated from Mercer University. at Penfield, Ga., and after some 
preparation he was, in 1::;58, admitted to the bar. and from that time until the 
opening of the Civil \\'ar Ill! was engaged in teaching school and practicing his 
profession. \Vhen hostilities ceased he located in Gordon County, Ga., 
where he taught school and operated a sawmill until I~70. when he mOVL!d 
to ncar Salem, Fulton County, Ark. Since 1874 he has been a resident 
of l\Iountain Home and has since been a successful legal practitioner and 



OF THE OZARK REGION. 24-3 

farmer. I n I ?82. he .was elected prosecuting attorney for the Third Judicial Dis
tnct, w~en this dlstn~~ was a~ong the largest in the State, and this position he 
filled with marked ablhty until 1886. In 1861 he was married to Miss Annie Field 
of Georgia, by whom he has four children: Wiley M., who is an attorney and 
is associated with his father in the practice of law. Mr. Dyer is a Royal Arch 
Mason, has represented his lodge in the Grand Lodge of the State, and also 
belongs to the 1. O. O. F., in which he is a member of the Encampment and 
has ~erved as noble grand. He and his wife are members of the Missionary 
Baptist Church and he was very active in the organization of the Baptist 
College of Mountain Home. He is an excellent citizen, a shrewd lawyer and 
a man of much intelligence and force of character. 

HON. M. T. BRISCO. In reviewing the various professional interests of 
Newton County, Ark., the name of M. T. Brisco cannot be ignored, for he is 
one of her most successful legal lights. Although it is a known fact that, 
given the ordinary average education and good judgment, any man may make 
a success in the avenues of trade, yet in the profession of law he must be 
endowed with superior intelligence and have gone through years of careful 
study and training to be able to cope with the brilliant minds which do honor 
to the bench and bar. Mr. Brisco is a gentleman of well-known ability, and 
one who is an ornament to the profession. He owes his nativity to Searcy 
County, Ark., where he was born January I, 1846, a son of Isham and Rebecca 
(Parker) Brisco, who were born in North Carolina in 1816 and Tennessee in 
1823, respectively. The father was a lad of about twelve years when he 
became a resident of Washington County, Ark., coming thither with some of 
his elder brothers, and, as wild game was very plentiful in the region at that 
time, he and his brothers became quite noted hunters. He was a thoroughly 
self-educated man, was a successful school teacher, and was an exceptionally 
skillful penman', but the most of his life was devoted to tilling the soil, in 
which occupation he met with a good degree of success. In 1836 he took a 
trip to Texas, traveling over that country on horseback, but owing to the 
unsettled condition of the country he did not locate there, but returned to 
Arkansas, and for the past forty-two years he made his home in NeIlton 
County, with the exception of a short time spent in Benton County, Mo .. 
during the war. Prior to the great Civil War he was a Democrat in politics, 
but since that time he has supported the men and measures of the Republican 
party. He is a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and, although 
now seventy-eight years of age, is in the enjoyment of good health. His wife 
was left an orphan when about twelve years old, and was brought to Arkansas 
by an uncle, and was here reared, educated and married, and for some time 
thereafter resided on a farm in Searcy County. After a time they purchased 
property four miles nort~ of Jasper. where they lived. a nu:nber of years. 
Mrs. Brisco was almost a hfelong member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
and bore her husband the following children: Martin T., the subject of this 
sketch; William N., a successful merchant of Marble City, Ark.; John M., who 
is a farmer in the northern part of the county; E. A., also a farmer i~ this 
county; Sarah, who is living near Harrison, in Boone_ County, t~e Wife .I!f 
Joseph Hawkins; Martha J., wife of W. M. Keeton, and Susan, who IS the Wife 
of Luther Keeton of this county. Angeline, Mary and an infant are deceased. 
The immediate subject of this sketch spent his early life in this county about 
four miles north of Jasper, and his early knowledge of the world of books was 
acquired in the subscription schools which were then in vogue.: \yhen the \~'ar 
came on he wa5 but fifteen years of age, but he became a soldier !n the ~pr111g 
of 1864, joining Company L of the Sec~n.d Ar~ansas. C~vall)" wlth.wluch he 
served until the war closed, being a participant 111 Pnce s raid and 111 a large 



number of battlcs in Tennessee and Mississippi. He was quite severely 
wounded in the left hip at Booneville, Mo., but he continued to remain with 
his command until he had rccovered. On September l3, 1865, while returning 
home from the army, and Ilhen within four miles of his home, he was halted 
by two rebels who had covered him with their guns. He was walking and 
leading his horse, as the ground was rough, and did not see them until within 
a few feet of them. They ordered him to droJl his pistol, which he did by 
unbuckling his belt. They then took what money he had, together with some 
clothing he I\'as taking home to his family, and made him sit down by a tree, 
when tl;ey pulled off his boots. He was then ordered to mount his horse and 
follow one of the men. The man led the Ilay down a steep bank into a ravine, 
keeping l\Ir. Brisco covered with his own revolver. Entering some thick 
woods together a halt was ordered, and the man who carried the prisoner's 
revolver raised it to fire at l\1r. Brisco, who thought his time had come. He 
threw up his hands and asked the man to wait a moment, as he had something 
to say. The man caught the hammer of the pistol and replied: "\VcJl, be 
d--d quick about it." "I want you to knolV," continued Mr. Brisco, "that I 
had rather be in my place than yours." The man asked the reason why, and 
was told that he was about to commit a cowardly crime in murdering a 
deft:nselcssboy in the wooels like a dog, and would have to answer for the 
deed. Continuing. he said: .. I am not afraid to die, as 1 know I will find a 
place with my God, and all will be well with me." This remark seemed to 
unnerve the would-be assassin, and he turned pale for a moment, when he 
called to his companion who had haltt:d some distance away. The tll'O held a 
whispered conversation, and then, after rubbing their prisoner of everything of 
value he hac!, hurried away and left him alone in the woods. 1\1r. Brisco 
reached the old humestead in the evening, thankful that even his life was 
spared. He continued to make his home with his father, whum he assisted in 
the \l'ork of the farm until September 8, l867, when he was married to 1\1rs. 
America C. \\'right, a native of Tennessee, and a daughter of \Villiam and 
Frances (Cheshire) Cross, the former of whom died in Tennessee. Some 
years ago tile widow and her family removed to Lonoke County, Ark, and 
later settled in ;":ewton County, the mother's death occurring here in 1887. 
Mrs. Brisco was burn in Tennessee December J 5, 1845, and after her marriage 
she and Mr. Brisco engaged in fanning, an occupation which received their 
attention up to 1890, when they took up their residence in Jasper. In 1879 
:'II r. Brisco commenced the study of law by his own fireside, and in August, 
1882, was admitted to the Newton County bar, and has since practiced in all 
the counties in his district. r\lthough he has practiced his profession but a 
short time, he has already become well known as an able criminal attorney, 
and he has conducted some of the most important cases in the State to a 
successful issue. He defended \Villiam Keith, charged with the murder of 
John Clark; the Smiths, charged with the murder of Thomas ).Jichols; and a 
:'IIr. Brasfield, in Baxter County, charged with a like offense. He prosecuted 
James Tennison in this county for the murder of one Cross, also J. E. and 
\Vesley \\'aite for the murclel- of lVIr. 11enderson, and has taken an active part 
111 numerous other important cases. He was first associated in his practice 
with \V. S. :\Ioorc, and was later with \V. A. Carlton, of J aSJler. He is now 
associated with \\'. 1.. 1\1cPherson, the firm being known as Brisco & 
:'IIcl'herson. In politics l\lr. Brisco has always been an active Republican, and 
in 1882 was elected to represent the county in the State Legislature, was 
rei'lected in 1886, and again in 188~, his popularity, intellif,;ence and ability 
thus being warmly attested. In 1890 he was nominated by his party as a 
candidate for the State Senate from his district, but was defeated by 500 votes, 
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the l?emocratic majority in his district being usually 15,000. In 1892 he was 
nom.1I1ated as a Congressman from his district, but refused to make the race. 
He IS a member of the F. & A. M. and R. A. I'lL of Jasper, i,; a member of the 
G. A. R. at that place, Isaac IVlurphy Post, and was for somt:: time its com
ma~der. .He and his wife are members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, in 
which he IS steward and trustee, and he has been class leader in the same for 
some years.. He and his wife are the parents of the following children: 
James I. resides on the old home farm, is married to Tennic Pillow and has 
two children, Ethel and Bessie; Frances E. is the wife of Thomas A. Chaffin, a 
farmer of the county, and has three children, John 1\1. (deceased), Ida B. and 
James G. B.; Mary J. is the wife of W. L. 1\lcPherson, an attorney of Jasper, 
by whom she has one son, Roscoe e.; John 1\1. and \Villiam S. still remain with 
their father. 

M. e. REYNOLDS, the most prominent merchant in Doua-Jas County, has 
made hi.s home !n this section of the country since 1856, but was born in 
Ro~ne County, East Tenn., December 30, [844, a son of J. A. G. and Eliza 
(MIller) Reynolds, who were also Tennesseeans by birth. The mother died 
when the subject of this sketch was ab0ut eight years old, a daughter of Dob
son Miller, who was one of the early settlers of Tennessee. J. A. G. Reynolds 
was a member of an early family of Tennessee, but in 1856 became a resident 
of Douglas County, Mo., settling on a farm six miles north of Ava. He served 
in the State militia during the war, and died in 1892, at the age of sixty-six. He 
and his wife became the parents of three children: Mary J. is the wife of W. 
e. Kelton and lives in Berry County: M. C., and Mira, who became the wife of 
William Hartley and is now dead. For his second wife 1\1r. Reynolds took a 
sister of his first wife, and two children were born of this union, only one of 
whom grew to maturity, J. D., who is a merchant of Mansfield, Mo. The sub
ject of this sketch passed his boyhood days in Tennessee, and after coming to 
Missouri was engaged in tilling the soil until after the opening of the Civil \Var. 
\Vhen the town of Ava was established he came to the place and opened a 
mercantile establishment, to which he has given his time and attention up to 
the present. Although he started in business in a modest way, he now has a 
large and well-stocked establishment, his goods being valued at $10,000, and 
he does an annual business of $40,000. He does the largest business of any 
merchant in the county, keeps a general line of goods, and has a fine brick 
business house, 40x90 feet, which he erected in 1893. He is also associated in 
business with his brother at Mansfield, and the annual income derived from 
these establishments is very satisfactory. He has been very prominent in the 
political affairs of his section and has held the office of county treasurer three 
terms, or seven years. He was the postmaster at Ava from the time the office 
was established up to the time Harrison was elected for president. Socially 
he is a member of the LO.O.F. lodge at Ava, and has held office in the same. 
He is a stanch Democrat and is one of the upright citizens of the county, is 
well known to its citizens, and is a man of noble principles and of great public 
spirit. He owns several farms in Douglas and Oza:k C:oun~ies, being one .of 
the largest land owners in the co~nty. He was marned. 111 tl~[S county to. l\IIss 
Elizabeth, daughter of James Haller of Ava, and to. theIr u~llon three. ch~!dren 
have been given: W. F., J. A. G., and Mary B., who IS the WIfe of H. S. \\Ilson~ 
the bookkeeper in her father's ~tore. Mr. an? M~s. Reynolds ?-re m~mbers of 
the Baptist Church, and move III the best SOCIal CIrcles of theIr sectIon. Mr. 
Reynolds has resided in this section from the time it was a wild and uns~ttled 
district, and has seen and aided in its de\'elopment. 1\1r. Reynolds IS the 
president of the bank of Ava, the only institution of the kin~ in the C0U11~Y· 
It was established in June, 1890, by J. M. Adams, and was a pnvate bank WIth 



a capital stock up to 1i>93, \\"hen a change \\'<],S maJe and ;\1. C. Reynolds 
became president, ]. G. Reynolds cashier and]. :\1. l\Jams vice-president. 
Tll(;y are doing a gel1(;ral banking business and the output of the instItution is 
abuut $10,000. They loan money 011 personal secuntH':S an.t! arc dOIIlg a pros
perous business. The bank building, located on the publIc square, is o\vned 
by them. j.;\1. Adams \Vas born in Pennsylvania in Ii>53, a son of J(;sse 
.-\t!ams, II"ho died in the East, was educated in the publIc schools of his native 
State, and began life for himself as a real estate ckaler. Later he engaged in 
the banking business in Kansas and also in his native town, and has a thorough 
knowlcd(Tt: of the business. He is engaged in tht: rt:al (;state business, has a 
complete'" set of abstract books of J)o~lgla" County, and is a wide-<t\\'ake, 
shrewd and practical man of busint:ss. J. 1\. G. Reynolds \vas born in this 
county October ::!4, [i>70, a son of :\1. C. Rt:ynolds, prt:sident of the bank. lIt: 
was educated ill the best schools of this st:ction and at \,luincy, J 11., and \\'hen 
quite young entered his father's store. In Ii>9;) he lIas dectt:d county treas
urer, helcl the office until [i>94, and in 1i>93 \\"as elected cashier of the Bank 
of A\·a. He is a shrewd young business man, hone:st, upright and conscien
tious in the: discharge of t:very duty and no more fitting pt:rson could be found 
for his present position. Ht: is a mt:mber of .\v<\ Lodge ::--.lo. 26 of tht: .\. F. 
& .. \.1\1., and is a Republican in politics. He: is married to :\Iiss Leota Curnutt, 
a daughter of ]. ;\1. Curnutt of Ava, and they muvt: in tht: bt:st social circles 
uf the place. 

ALEX. C.-\>Il'B":Ll. :\1 CCL;TCIIEO:-:. :\lcx. Campbell ;\lcCutcheon, our subject, 
is an energetic and enlightt:ned farmer and st()ckraiscr of N t:wton County, Ark., 
and one whose career thus far has been of gratifying success. lIe is a native of 
Tennessee, and although that State has produced many t:xccllent citizens, she 
has contributed to Arkansas none more highly respectt:d than :\Ir. :\IcCutcheon, 
\\"ho has been a resiclent of the latter State many years. Ht: is one of the lead
ing farmers of his section and has followed that calling since: his earliest boy
hood, being initiatt:d into its mysteries by his father, E. Nonis :\lcCutcheon. 
The latter \\'as a native of Tennessee and was thert: married to :'IIiss Nancy 
Hale, also a product of that State. About 1i>44 they came to Arkansas, mak
ing the journey by ox-team anc! being t\\"o months on the way, and were 
among the first settlers of this section. Here Mrs. :\IcCutcheon died about 
1869 or IS70, and the father followed her to the grave in 1872 . .'\11 his life lVIr. 
:\IcCutcheon followed agricultural pursuits, and when he first settled in Arkan
sas he was quite fond of hunting. His father, James l\IcCutcheon, was born in 
Giles County, Tenn., and was of Irish origin. The maternal grandfather of 
:\lex. Campbell :\IcCutcheon, a lIr. Hale, died in Tennessee when Mrs. 
:'IIcCutcheon was a little girl. Afterward Mrs. Hale married. Of the thirteen 
children born to his parents Mr. McCutcheon was fifth in order of birth. The 
others were named as follows: James, of Searcy County; vVilliam R., of New
ton County; Andrew j., of Newton County, who enlisted in Company D, Sec
ond Arkansas Cavalry, Federal Army, and served two or three years; Eliza
beth, deceased, was the wife of L. L. Goats; Sallie Ann, wife of vVilliam Goats, 
of Texas; Polly, deceased, was the wife of Randolph Payne; Priscilla, wife of 
Henry Ruff, of Searcy County; Emaline, wife 0£ J. R. Taylor, of Newton 
County; l\Iargaret, wife of \Y. lVI. Hill, of Newton County; Mariah, wife of 
James Hill, of Newton County, and Rebecca, wife of David Ruff, of Searcy 
County. Our subject was reared amid the wild surroundings of Newton 
County and received but limited educational advantages. Early in 1863 he en
listed in Company D, Second Arkansas Cavalry, Federal Army, and was in the 
Price raid through Missouri, Arkansas, etc., but was never captured or wounded. 
He was discharged at Memphis, Tenn., in August, 1865, and went home, where 
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he was married, in about 186S, to Miss Tabitha, daughter of Joshua Reeves, 
who. ca~11e from Tennessee to Searcy County at an early date and is now resid
lllg III Conway County, Ark. Mrs. l\IcCutcheon was born in Searcy County, 
A.rk., and died about IS7o, leaving two children: Andrew Carroll and Joshua. 
In }\ugust, 1870, Mr. McCutcheon married Mrs. Fannie (Cook) Dickey, a native 
of Searcy County, Ark., and the daughter of Thomas Cook, who was born in 
~ennes~ee, but who came to Arkansas about 1844. He first resided in Searcy 
County, but subsequently moved to Newton County, where his death occurred 
before the war. His wife died in IS85. To 1\1r. and Mrs. 1\lcCutcheon were 
born, two d;ildrcn: Lavina E., wife of Jasper l\lartin, and Nancy. :\lrs. 
l\I~Cutcheon s first husband was Leander N. Dickey, by whom she had three 
chIld:en: James.; Tennessee, wife of Paris Ray, and Elizabeth, wife of John 
HamIlton, of th15 county. !\Ir. l\IcCutcheon has lived on his present farm since 
boyhood and is one of the leading farmers of the county. He owns 160 acres 
un the creek and So acres on the mountains, all the fruits of his own exertions. 
He is one of the oldest settlers and one of the best known men in the county. 
He and Mrs. Jl,icCutcheon are members of the Christian Church. 

J. A. TRUEX, editor of the jourllal and postmaster of West Plains, was a 
native of the Buckeye State,and was born in !\Iarion County, November,6, 1843. 
The Truex family is of Dutch origin and an old Colonial one. The father of 
our subject, Benjamin Truex, was a native of Pennsylvania, and a farmer 
and carpenter. He raised a family of eight children, of whom our subject 
was third in order of birth. The latter grew to mature years in his native 
country, received his primary education in the schools of the same, and sub
sequently entered the High School at Goshen, Ind. Later he attended the 
Heading College at Abingdon, Ill., and the Kalamazoo Baptist College. 
About the year 1856 the family moved to Elkhart County, Ind., and settled 
on a farm in Lock Township. Early in life young Truex became a teacher, 
and continued this until 1869, when he emigrated to Kansas. There he located 
in Geary County and taught school until 1874, when he was elected county 
superintendent of schools and' held that position up to 1884, fi\'e terms of 
two years each, thus showing his popularity. During that time the county 
took the premium three times for the best display at the State fair. In ISSI 
l\I1'. Truex established the Dm.'zs COUlIt)' Republican and edited it until 1884. 
I n that year he bought the JOllY/ill! and moved to West Plains, where he has 
since owned and edited that paper. He has had about fifteen years' experi
ence as a newspaper man, is very successful as such, and his paper commands 
an ever widening area of circulation. In April, IS90' he was appointed post
master at \Vest Plains under President Harrison, and that position he still 
holds. He has ever been a strong Republican and has been active in county 
conventions. In 1893 he was elected mayor of the city of West Plains, the 
only Republican elected to that office in ten years. ]\[r. T~uex is one of th.e 
live business men of the place and no worthy movement IS all~wed_ to f~Il 
for want of support on his part. He is on the Board of EducatlOn Commit
tee, and is a wide-awake man in all public matters. He is a member. of the 
Baptist Church, a trustee and deacon in the same, ~nd, has been sup~nnten~
ent of the Sunday-school ior years. ]\[r. Truex edits Tize j,Vcst Plm1Zs Daily 
fllld ItVcc/"ry journal, one of the most popular papers in south ::'.Iissouri. \~'~ile 
it is stanchly RepubJ.ican it is courteous in its treatmen~ of o~her pohttcal 
parties, and is one of the spicy, newsy, useful organ~of thiS s~ctton. J:Ie was 
married in Kansas, in 1876, to l\1iss Addie 1\1. l\Iernam, a native of Olno. and 
they have one son, Howard, a bright boy of sixteen, who is attending college. 
l\Ir. Truex resides on Cherry Street, where he owns a neat reSidence, and he 
and family are highly esteemed by all. 
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\VILLIAM H. PAYKE. One of the best known and generally admired 

Democrats of Alton, Mo., is 'vVilliam H. Payne, who is now the most efficient 

and capable collector of Oregon County, that State. He has earned deserved 

prominence and an enviable reputation as one of the leading citizens of the 

county. Oregon County cannot claim him as an original son, but he was only 

ten years of age when he came here. Mr. Payne was born in Giles County, 

Tenn., in 1847, and he is the son of John and Martha ('vVilliamsonJ Payne, 

natives also of that county and State. The parents were married in that county, 

and there passed their entire lives, the mother dying in 1847, when nineteen 

years of age, and the father in IS 5 I, when twenty-four years of age. He was 

a farmer. His father, Charles Payne, died in Tennessee. After the death of 

his father \Villiam H. Payne was taken by his Grandmother Payne and reared 

in Giles County until ten years of age. The grandmother brought him to Ore

gon County, Mo., then, and here received her final summons. The most of his 

educational training our subject received in the common schools of Tennessee, 

for after coming to Missouri he tried to make a living for his grandmother, and 

his schooling was neglected. The grandmother located near Garfield, and our 

subject still lives there. He rented land until 1871, when he bought 200 acres, 

mostly in the woods, and it took many years of hard labor and economy to get 

a start. He has been farming and stockraising ever since, and owing to his 

industry and good management has become one of the wealthy men of the 

county. He owns 330 acres of land in Oak Grove TO\vnship in one tract, and 

has 175 acres under cultivation. He held the office· of coroner of the county, 

and in 1875 was elected collector, being now the nominee of the Democratic 

party for the second term. He has filled that position in a most satisfactory 

manner, and his worth is recognized by his constituents. In the year ISn he 

was married to Miss Virgia A. George, a native of Lincoln County, Tenn., and 

five children are the result of this union, one son and four daughters, all at 

home. Mr. and Mrs. Payne are members of the Methodist Episcopal Church 

South, and he is a steward in the same. In politics he supports the principles 

and policy of the Democratic party. 
HON. A. S. J. LEHR. The gentleman whose name heads this sketch is the 

present representative of Carter County, Mo., and he is unquestionably one of 

the ablest and best posted young men in the same. He resides three and a 

half miles east of Hunter, this county, is a farmer and teacher, and has for a 

number of years taken a prominent part in political matters. Born in J ackson

port, Ark., January 30, 1867, he is the son of Richard H. and Sarah J. (Har

din) Lehr, and the grandson of John F. Lehr, who came from Germany to 

the United States in an early day. Richard H. Lehr was born in Alabama, 

but about 1855 came to Carter County, Mo., and when the war broke out he 

enlisted in the Confederate Army. He was made captain of a company and 

served throughout the war. He held a number of offices in Carter County, 

was an excellent public speaker, and was universally respected. His death 

occurred in Doniphan, Ripley County, about 187!. Mrs. Lehr was born in 

Tennessee, and was the daughter of Burgess Hardin, who died in Marshall 

County, Tenn. They were the parents of four children, as follows: Emma, 

wife of James A. Croak, a farmer of this county; Clara K., wife of William E. 

Croak, of Ripley County; John H., a farmer and a teacher and a leading man 

in the county; and A. S. ]., our subject. On a farm in this county our subject 

grew to manhood, and what time he could get from the duties necessary on 

the same he attended the common schools. Most of his education has been 

received by his own exertions. He started out in public life in 1889, and was 

elected to the office of county school commissioner, and served two terms. In 

1892 he was elected to represent Carter County in the Legislature, and he is the 
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present Democratic nominee for reelection. Mr. Lehr is one ot the best 
kr:own young men in the co~nty. Pleasant, genial, taknted and attractive, 
wIth always a pleasant word for all, high or low, rich or poor, it is not strange 
that he should be so general a favorite. Politically he is a stanch Democrat, 
and socially a Mason, a member of the Van Buren Lodge. 

JUDGE W. W. LU]);A. Ozark County, 11'10., is an Eden of fine farms and 
agricultu~al tracts. There are comparatively few very small tracts, and each 
farmer tne, to outdo his neighbor in the cultivation and improvement of his 
land. Of the many fine, attractive places none are more conspicuous than that 
belonging to Judge W. W. Luna, comprising 280 acres of fine bottom land, of 
",:hich he. has been the owner since 1883. The place is well improved, is prin
CIpally nver bottom land, and everything about his estate indicates to the 
beholder tl:at a thorough and experienced hand is at the helm. Judge Luna 
was born 111 Marshall County, Tenn., December II, 1852, a son of Elisha and 
Eliza (Gray) Luna, who were also born in Marshall County, Tenn. The father 
sen'ed throughout the Mexican War under Gen. Taylor, attained the rank of 
third sergeant, but lost his eyesight during the latter part of the \\"ar from 
becoming overheated. He has now been blind for about thirty-five years. He 
came to Ozark County, Mo., in 1855, opened up a farm on Pine Creek and has 
made his home there up to the present time, being now in his se\'enty-fifth 
year. He has al\l'ays supported the principles of the Republican party, and 
his sons are stanch supporters of that party also. To him and his wife a family 
of sixteen children were given, all of whom are living. with one exception: 
Harriet, wife of H. N. Shepherd of this county; Nancy (!\Irs. Upton) resides 
in the Choctaw Nation; Linnie (Upton) resides in this county; John T. resides 
here; James died in IR90 in this county, having been a soldier of the Civil 
War; Eliza (Mrs. Cochran) lives in this county; R. T. is living near Dora, 1\Io., 
P. P. resides on Bryant Creek, this county; E. J. is a resident of this county; 
W. W., the subject of this sketch; A. H. lives here; S. P. lives near Dora; A. 
C. resides on Cane Creek; M. J. lives on Pine Creek; L. C.lives with his father 
on Pine Creek; and Amelia lives near Dora. The subject of this sketch was 
but a lad when his parents became residents of this county, and here he 
obtained a fair education in the common schools. He was married in this 
county to Miss Sarah Patrick, a daughter of Dr. Patrick, one of the pioneer 
physicians of the co).mty, who died in 11\83, and in time the following family 
gathered about their hearthstone: Tesler, Lizzie, Austin, Everett. Arthur and 
Agnes. Four children are deceased: Samuel, Homer, Leonard and Alton. Judge 
Luna has al ways been a Republican in politics, and in ISgo was elected to the 
office of probate judge, and at the present time is a candidate for the office 
of county sheriff, with every promise of being elected. ~e is a substantia~ 
citizen, public-spirited and law-abiding, and he and his wite arc attendant:.; ot 
and members of the Christian Church. 

N. J. McBRIDE. With the advance of time, civilil;ation, wealth and pop~
lation, it becomes necessary that a large number of men should turn the~r 
attention to the general mercantile business and make the w::nts of th~lr 
patrons their constant thought and stl:dy. A ge~tlem~n who 15. engaged III 

this line and whose reputation for intelhgence and mtegnty matenally adds to 
his success, is N. J. McBride, whose principal place of business is in the tOWll 
of Marshall, although he is also the owner of well-conducted establis.hments at 
Springtown and Snow Ball. He was born in Yell ~OUllty, Ark. Septembl'r 
2, 1847. a son of A. J. and Nancy D. (Hensley) McBnde, the former of \\'!lOm 
was born in Alabama. He settled in Yell County, Ark., a.nd was there killed 
by guerillas in 1864. He was a farmer by occupation, al1~ a n;an who pos
sessed many worthy traits of character. His wife was born In \\'arne County, 

n 
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Tenn., and is now living at Snow Ball. She bore him the following chil
dren: Abner \tV., who was a soldier in the Union A.rmy, and died after the 
close of the war; Martha ]., who is also dead; N. ]., the subject of this sketch; 
l\Iarietta, who is living in Searcy County, and ]uniatta. also of this county. 
The mother's secund marriage was to Jesse IvI. l-[odges. '10 tll!S Ulllon were born 
three children: Paulina E., William P. and L. T. \Vhen a child five years of age 
N.]. McBride came with his parents to Searcy County, Ark., and here he had 
but few opportunities for obtaining an education. In [:)63 he enlisted in the 
Second Arkansas Cavalry, United States Army, and with Col. Phelps followed 
up Gen. Price through Missouri, taking part in many important battles. 
After the war was over he came back to Searcy Cuunty, and here followed 
agricultural pursuits until 1878, when he opened a mercantile establishment in 
l\larshall, which he has conducted with marked success up to the present 
time. His business so prospered that he later established a store at Spring'
town and one at Snow Ball, all of which he has operated very successfully ever 
since. Besides looking after his mercantile interests he is also engaged in farm
ing, and is the owner of a large tract of 2,500 acres of land, of which over 
1,000 acres are under cultivation. He is the proprietor of a distillery, and 
owns a mill at Springtown and one at Snow Ball. In fact, he is one of the 
wide-awake and enterprising business men of the county, keenly alive to his 
own interests, but never at the expense of his self-respect or of others. He 
has had the good judgment to make the most of every opportunity, and as a 
result he is now one of the wealthiest men of the county. I n 11>80 he was 
elected to the office of county sheriff, was reelected two years later, and in 
1892 held the: office by appointment, and discharged his duties with the great
est credit to himself. He has ever been an active member of the Republican 
party, and in the support of all enterprises of a worthy nature has been 
extremely liberal, both as regards inRuence and money. He is the largest tax 
payerof the county. Socially he is a member of the A. F. & A. M., Campbell 
Lodge No. 1I5, and Marshall Chapter No. 96, and he also belongs to the 
G. A. R., jVlcBride Post No. 69. He was married in 1867 to Miss Lizzie Ray, a 
daughter of James Ray, who was formerly a resident of this county, but has now 
been dead many years. Mrs. l\lcBride was born in this county and has borne 
her husband seven children: Toccoah A., wife of Silas K. Looney, of Snow 
Ball, by whom she has one child, Grace; Emma T., wife of ]. F. Henley, of 
Marshall, who has one child, Eugenia; Noble A.; iVrarthaJ.; Hugh D.; Bessie 
F .. and Jacob A. Mr. McBride and his family reside at Springtown. 

]A~IES S.\IALL, M. D. The physician is one who inspires confidence because 
he is worthy of it. His humanity is expressed in the interest he takes in his 
patient's welfare, as well as for the experience he may gain while pursuing the 
paths of this his arduous profession, in order to benefit future sufferers. Dr. 
Small is one of the old practitioners of southern 1l'Iissouri, and is living in 
Smallett. He was born in McMinn County, East Tenn., October 28, 1841, 
a son of James and Mary A. (\Vallace) Small, the former of whom was born 
in Kentucky about IS02. He was a minister of the Missionary Baptist Church 
for many years, and from 1854 until his death in 1861 resided in Dade 
County, Mo. He and his wife were married in Kentucky, lived there for some 
time, then removed to Tennessee, and from there to Missouri in the above
mentioned year. In addition to his ministerial duties the father also followed 
agricultural pursuits, and was highly honored in the section in which he lived. 
He was a Republican politically. His father, Thomas H. Small, was born in 
Scotland, and came to the United States prior to the Revolution, in which 
struggle he and a brother participated. The early home of the Small family 
was in Virginia, but Thomas H. became one of the early pioneers of Kentucky. 
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The materpal grandfather, George \Vallace, was also born in Scotland, and 
took part In the war of the Revolution, was wounded in battle, and afterward 
became a pensIOI:er of the_Government. He died in Kentucky. His daughter, 
11rs. Sm~ll, dIed 111 Dade County, 1\10., in 1865, after having become the mother 
of ten chIldren, seven of.whom are living: John, who died in IS9::!, held the 
rank of major of the SIxteenth :l.Iissouri Cavalrv durin'T the war and left a 
family; T. H., died in early boyhood: Henrv, who' died in'\S91, \\'a~ a farmer 
of O~ark County, ;\10 .. and left a family; Jane died in Greene COllnty, after her 
marrIage with James Hill; Elizabeth, the wife of :l.lr. Arthur, died in Texas: 
JOSCIJh. B. died in borhood: George \V. also died young; R. S. is a successful 
physlcl~:n of .Gall1esvrlle, Ozark County, :'110.: James and :l.Iatthell·, the btter 
who reSIdes III Dade County. Dr. James Small passed his school days in Dade 
and Greene Counties, and in IS66 took up the study of medicine, but prior to 
thiS h~d been a soldier of the Civil \\'ar, and after serving for some time in 
the :'IlIssouri State Militia, he joined the Sixteenth :l.lissouri \'olunteer Cal'
aIry, and was a participant in the battles of i-Jewtonia, Springfield, Boone· 
ville, Jefferson City, Lexington, Independence, Kansas City, Oletha, and was 
in the second battle of i-Jewtonia, besides man\' skirmishes, anel sa\\' some 
hard service. After the war he took up the study of medicine, as abol'e 
stated, his preceptor being Dr. W. :1.1. N OC, and did his first practicing at Yell
ville, where he lived for three years. He then remol'ed to Ozark Count" and 
lived in Isabella from IS71 to iS8!. In ISSO he graduated from the American 
:'Iledical College of St. Loui=, after which, in ISSI, he remol'ed to Oregon, 
where he continued his practice for about one year. At the end of that time 
he returned to :l.Iissouri, established the town of Uakland, :'IIarion County, 
Ark., and there lived from IS:->1 to ISS7, when he came to Douglas Count)·, 
:\10. Here he owns a farm of 120 acres, but almost his entire attention 
is given to his profession. He is thoroughly posted and Ivell read. and is popu
larly known in Ozark, ;\Iarion and Douglas Counties as a successful medical 
practitioner. The Doctor has been active in the political affairs of his section. 
is a stanch Republican in politics, and has been postmaster at both Oakland, 
Ark., and Smallett, l\Io. He has been a member of Velh'il!e Lodge of the 
A. F. & A. 1\1. since IS69, is past noble grand in Isabella Lodge Xo. 3i3 of the 
1. O. O. F., and has represented his lodge in the Grand Lodge of the State. 
The Doctor Iva,; married in Greene County, :1.10., to :l.Iiss :'IIary Noe, daughter 
of Charles and Jane (Dunlap) Noe, the former of whom was born in Virginia 
and died in Kentucky, after which his widow remo\'ed to l\1arion County, :\rk., 
and died at Springfield, :1.10., near thc close of the war. Shc bore her husband 
the following sons and two <-laughters: A. J., postmaster at Vellville: L. H., who 
was killed during the war; F. c., who died in I;;:SO: \\,illiam M., a physician at 
Yellville; H . .r., a resident of Virginia; Eliza. \yife of E . ..\IcGuin, diet! in 1;;:76 
in Kentucky: C. \V., who died young; and ::\Iary (:l.lrs. Small~. The latter was 
born in Virginia March 16, It\-!-!, and has borne her husband the following 
children: Jennie, wife of \V. F. Patterson, of i-Jebraska; Emma .-i.., wife of 
J. G. Siler, of Forsyth, 1\10.; Olivia, who died at the age of three years: Nellie, 
wife of J. H. Bunyard; Laura :l.L, who died at the age of 1\1'0 years; Robert 
\V. and James A. 

DR. \VILLlA~1 C. SIXGLETARY. Among those who from carly manhood 
have devoted their lives to the cause of suffering humanity, \Villiam C. Single
tary may be regarded as among the foremost, and in pu~suing the noble cal!
ina of medicine he has made faIlle and fortunc for hllTIself. He owes Ius 
nativity to Blad~n COlInty, i-J. c., b?rn in IS29: a son of Rev. ]012n and :l.lar>' 
Ann (Johnson) Singletary, both I?atl\-eS of the same COUllty and State as the.lr 
son. In that State they were lIberally educated. afterll'::trd marnell. and 1I1 
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1830 moved to Carter County, Tenn., where they passed the closing scenes of 
their lives, the father dying in 1860 and the mother in 1893, the latter about 
eighty-one years of age. She was a devout member of the Methodist Church. 
Mr. Singletary was a Methodist minister of considerable prominence for a 
quarter of a century. He was also a Mason in good standing, and for eight or 
ten years was circuit clerk of Carter County. He was a man of more than 
ordinary ability and influence, and was of English origin, his father having 
been born in that country. The latter was probably a Revolutionary soldier. 
The mother of our subject was a first cousin of ex-President Andrew Johnson, 
but nothing is known of her parents. Five children were born to the parents 
of our subject as follows: 'William C., subject; Elizabeth. widow of George 
W. Ryan; Hester A., widow of Rev. Peter W. Emmett; Thomas V., died in 
Carter County, Tenn., long before the war; and Ferdinand A., died in Kansas 
about 1884. He was all through the war, and served as first lieutenant in the 
Fourth Tennessee Infantry, Federal Army. Dr. William C. Singletary received 
a good collegiate education and graduated from Holstine College, Jefferson 
County, Tenn. When eighteen years of age he began the study of medicine 
with Dr. Joseph Powell and Dr. G. T. McGee at Elizabethton. Carter County, 
Tenn., and subsequently began practicing in Yancey County, N. C. Later he 
returned to Carter County, Tenn., and practiced his profession there until 
18S7, when he came to Independence County, Ark., and the next year to what 
is now Boone County, where he practiced until the war. In 1862 he was forced 
into the Third Confederate Infantry of Arkansas troops as a private, but was 
detailed as assistant surgeon until near the close of the war. He then received 
a furlough and returned to Tennessee, where he remained until cessation of 
hostilities. After that he practiced there for three years and returned to Boone 
County, where he has since practiced with his usual success, and is perhaps the 
oldest physician in the county. In the year 1880 he graduated from the Medi
cal Department of the Arkansas Industrial University at Little Rock, and 
afterward devoted his entire time to his profession until a few years ago, 1886, 
when he located at Elixir Springs for his health. He was a prominent mem
ber of the Boone County Medical Society. He owned several farms, about 
1,700 acres in all, in Searcy, Marion and Boone Counties, all the frui:ts of his 
own efforts. While tesiding in Elizabethton, Tenn., he was superintendent of 
public instruction for two years just after the war. On the 20th of March, 
1850, he was married to Miss Mary C. Wilson, a native of Yancey County, N. 
C., and the daughter of James and Mary Wilson, both natives of Yancey 
County, N. C., where they still reside. Mrs. Singletary died in September, 
1854, in Carter County, Tenn. She was the mother of two children: Eliza
beth Jane, wife of B. M. G. O'Bryant, of Carter County, Tenn.; and Thomas 
V., of Yancey County, N. C. In 1859 Dr. Singletary married Miss Mary Jane 
Hicks, a native of Carroll County, Ark., and the daughter of Jonathan A. 
and Susan Hicks, natives of Tennessee and Carroll County, Ark., respectively. 
Mr. and Mrs. Hicks have been residents of Boone County, Ark., for many 
years. To Dr. and Mrs. Singletary was born one daughter, Flora Belle, who 
is now the wife of William Keener, of Taney County, Mo. Mrs. Singletary 
died in 186g, and on 23d of July, 1871, the Doctor married Maria R. Luty, who 
bore him three daughters: Virginia A., Mary C. and Julia H. Mrs. Maria R. 
Singletary died January 31, 1885. On the loth of December, 1886, the Doctor 
married Mrs. Anna H. Bagley, a native of Kentucky. Dr. Singletary was a 
Mason, a member of Polar Star Lodge No. 224, Lead Hill, and was a member 
of the Methodist Church for many years. His wife is an Episcopalian. At 
one time the Doctor was a Whig in politics, but since the formation of the 
Republican party he affiliated with the same, although he voted for but one 



w. Q. SEA \VEL, 
Yellville, Ark. 



R. B. WEAVER, 
Boone Co., Ark. 



OF THE OZARK REGION. ~57 

president in ~i~ .life, Gen .. Grant, in .1872. He was well known throughout 
H?one and adJ01l1~ng countIes, one of Its most energetic citizens, and his many 
fner:~s .and acql!a1l1~an~es mourned his death May 2, 1894. He owned a store 
at ElIxir, and his wife IS postmistress. 

\V. q. SE'\\vE.L. .This genti.eman has ,for years devoted his attention to 
lll.crcantile l?ursll1~s, IS ? practIcal, experIenced man, thoroughly conversant 
with the bus1I1ess 111 all Its branches, and his establishment is a most reliable 
one at which to deal. He was born in Cannon County Tenn. January • I 
1844, and since 1869 has been a resident of Yellville whither h~ came frg~ 
Buffalo Cit~, Ark., whe,re he had located in 1867, Hi~ parents were Francis M. 
and Anna E. (Bates) Seawel, who were born,reared and married in Tennessee. 
TI~ey rcmovc? to Arkansas in 1856, ~nd her~ ~he father engaged in tilling the 
s~:)!l and also 111 church work, becommg a mmlster of the Methodist hpiscopal 
Church, and later of the M.P. Church. He lost his life in Prairie County 
Ark., during the war, but the exact cause of his death was never known. H~ 
was at that time about forty-two years old. At the commencement of the war 
he was in sympathy with the Union and opposed to secession, but he became 
chaplain of a Confederate regiment. The paternal grandfather, Jesse Q. 
Seawel, was a Virginian and an early pioneer of Georgia and Tennessee, but 
died near Webb City, Mo., about 1885, having been a manufacturer of tobacco. 
The founder of the family in this country was a Scotchman, who came thither 
during Colonial days. The maternal grandfather, William Bates, was for 
many years a resident of Cannon County, Tenn., where he eventually passed 
from life. He was by calling a contractor and builder, and came West from 
Pennsylvania and became a wealthy man. The brothers and sisters of the 
subject of this sketch are as follows: William Q.; John, who died some ten 
years ago, was a farmer of White County, and had been a soldier during the 
war; Thomas, who died about eight years ago, was a minister of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church; FrancisM. died about six years ago, and was a farmer of White 
County; Sarah is the wife of George Morris of White County, Ark.; Elvira is 
living at West Plains, Mo., the wife of Daniel Stockman; Catherine is living 
in Marion County, the wife of William Sowell; Leonard is li\ing in Yellville; 
Lavinia is the wife of H. A. Young of Yellville; and Samuel, who died some 
four years ago. The mother of these childern is still living, and is a de\"out 
member of the Methodist Episcopal Church and is connected with the church 
at Yellville. Mr. Seawel passed his early life in Tennessee,and was ten years 
of age when the family came to Arkansas. At the age of seventeen years he 
eniisted in the Confederate service in Company E, Tenth Arkansas Regiment, 
and served four years and three months, participating in many long and toil
some marches anti engagements. He was at Shiloh and Port Hudson, was 
taken prisoner at the last mentioned place after which he was paroled and 
returned home to remain until exchanged. He" stayed three months and 
helped to organize a company, then entered the cavalry service, with which he 
remained until the war closed, taking part in the engagement at Devall's 
Bluff, besides other engagements and ~kirmi~hes, a ,notable one bein.g at 
West Point Landing. Just before the Pnce RaId, iv~r: Seaw~1 was sent With a 
dispatch from Batesville to Camden,. and later J01l1ed hiS c01l1!11and, and 
eventually surrendered at Jacksonport 111 Ig65. He was .wounded 111 the left 
cheek and also in one ankle, but not seriously either tIme. A f~w months 
after the close of the war he went to Memphis, but after a short time beg~n 
farming in White Col1l1ty, Ark., continuing for one. year .. He then c1erkeft. 111 
a store until he came to Marion County to engage 111 bus mess at Buffalo City. 
He has been a resident of Yellville fora quarter of a century, and has been a 
successful and honored merchant of the place since IgiS. He keeps a stock 
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of goods worth $10,000, and does an annual bu::;iness of $30,000. In addition 
to this he is engaged in mining and the real estate business, and has farming 
and mineral land in this county to the amount of 2,000 acres. He is an influential 
Democrat, is a prominent member of the A. F. & A. M., and at one time was a 
member of the I. O. O. F. After coming to this county he was married to 
Arkansas, the daughter of Thomas Wdson (deceased). To this union four 
children werc given: George A., who is married to Bertie Jones; Thomas M., 
who graduated from an eastern law school before he was nineteen years of age, 
is now a successful attorney of Little Rock, and the youngest practitioner in 
the State; Walter L. and Augustus C. The death of the wife and mother 
occurred in 1'887, at the age of thirty-seven years, she having been an earnest 
member of the Methodist Episcopal Church. Frances, daughter of Mr. Prud
den, of New York State, became his second wife. She was born at Lockport, 
N. Y., and has borne her husband one child, Mabel. Mr. Seawcl has a hand
some residence in Yellville, and he and his wife move in the highest social 
circles. 

JOHN C. CHILTON. To preserve the lineaments of our companions we 
engrave their portraits; for the same reason we collect the attainable facts of 
their history. Nor do we think it necessary, as we speak only truth of them, 
to wait until they are dead, or until those who know them are gone; to do 
this we are ashamed only to publish to the world the history of those whose 
lives are unworthy of public record. By the introduction of an admirable 
system of local biography every man, though he has not achieved what the 
world calls greatness, has the means to perpetuate his life, his history, through 
the coming ages. James Chilton was born on the Chilton farm, on the banks 
of Current River, eight miles southeast of Van Buren, in the year 1828. He 
was a son of Mark Chilton, who came to this State at a very early date. 
James Chilton was a farmer all his life and owned a good farm of 100 acres, 
all of which were under cultivation, He was Democratic in his political 
views and held the office of sheriff of Carter County one term, being weil 
and favorably known all over the county. Mr. Chilton was marriecl in \Vash
ington County, Mo., to l\liss Martha Johnston, a native of Washingtoll County, 
Mo., born in 1835, and their union was blessed by the birth of five cliildren: 
Benjamin F., a merchant residing at Alton, Orange County, Mo.; Lillie, wife 
of Henry Detmer, of vVayne County; Lizzie, wife of James Moseley, M.D., of 
Alton; John C., subject; and Viola, who is the wife of William Partney, of 
Carter County, and they have two children: James and Mattie. The father 
died in 1875. He was a member of the Masonic fraternity. Mrs. Chilton is 
!:itill living on, the old home place. John C. Chilton, the youngest son, is liv
ing on the old home place. He was born in Carter County in April, 1865, 
and attended the schools of this sectio'n of the county. Later he entered 
upon his career as a farmer and this has since continued to be his chosen occu
pation. He has met with the best of success and has an excellent home. 
To his marriage with Miss Emma Bales three children were born: Bessie, 
James and Benjamin H. Mr. Chiltbn is a Democrat in politics and is deeply 
interested in the welfare of his party .. The old home place is a river farm and 
was one of the first settled in Carter County. 

J. \V. BRADY. This successful tiller of the soil is a Georgian by birth, and 
first saw the light: of day June 19. 1843, his parents being Hiram J. and Charity 
(Cook) Brady, a notice of whom b given in the sketch of James 1'. Brady. 
J. \V. Brady was given the advantages of the common schools of his native 
State, and on his father's farm obtained a practical knowledge of agriculture. 
In April, 1861, he enlisted in the Second Georgia Infantry, in which he held 
the office of sergeant, and with which he sen'ed until the surrender, being with 
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Ge~. Long-street. He was at Wilderness, Richmond, Gettysburg-, Spottsyl
vanra and all the eng-ag-ements in Virg-inia, and was wounded at the battle of 
Gettysburg by a gunshot in the right shoulder, and was on the sick list for 
about two :nonths. He was almost constantly under fire for eleven months, 
but at all times ~howed the utmost courage and faithfulness to the Southern 
cause. At the ttme he w~s wounded he was captured by the enemy, but he 
soon manag-e<;l to effect his escape and returned to his command at Staunton, 
Va. He w~s 1!1 the s~cond battle of Bull Run and in most all the other engage
ments of VlrglI1la, With the exception of the first Bull Run fight. At the close 
of the war he returned to his home in Georgia on horseback. He commenced 
farm.ing t~lere, which occupation he followed up to 1S70, when he came to 
Manon County, Ark., and took up .a homestead claim on Sugar Orchard 
Creek, later purchased property and IS now the owner of 540 acres of fine 
farming land, located in section 25. He is the owner of some valuable 
mineral lan<;l, and has bought and sold desirable property of this kind. He 
has also given some four years of his time to the saw mill business on 
Sugar Orchard Creek, about six miles north of Powell, but does not follow this 
business at present, the most of his attention being given to farming and stock
raising. He has always supported the principles of Democracy, and for the 
past six years has ably filled the office of deputy county surveyor. He is one 
of the substantial and public-spirited men of the county, and is a decided 
acquisition to the section in which he resides. He was married in Georgia to 
Miss Nancy E. Morgan, a native of North Carolina, and a daughter of l\Ioses 
Morgan, and he and his wife are the parents of these children: Martha, wife 
of M. F. Richardson, of this county; E. J., who is a farmer of this county; 
Mary E., wife of Richard Richardson; Harriet, Eliza, Amanda and James A. 
Mr. and Mrs. Brady arc members of the Baptist Church, and they have a beau
tifLll home two miles north of Powell. 

JASPER N. RAY. Jasper N. Ray belongs to that class of American citizens 
who are enterprising, thoroughgoing and industrious, and who rise in a few 
years from a condition of dependence to one of prominence and the posses
sion of considerable wealth. In fact, he is a self-made man in all which that 
much-abused term implies, and the property he has accumulated is the result 
of his own honest industry. He first saw the light of day in whal is now 
Maries County, Mo., his birth occurring in IS46, to the union of Hubl-ard and 
Vashti (Moon) Ray, the father, a native of Grainger County, Tenn., born In 
1820, and the mother born near Indianapolis, Ind., in 1826. Then young Mr. 
and Mrs. Ray went with their parents to what is now Phelps County, :'.10., 
where they grew to mature years and were married. Afterward they came to 
what is Maries County, Mo., but, a few years later, moved to Greene County, 
where they resided for about fivc years. Their next move was to Barry 
County, where they were among the pio.neers; but they only remained,there 
about three years and returned to what IS now Phelps County. From 1861 to 
1S65 the family resided in Arkansas, and then returned to Phelps Coun~y, where 
Mr. Ray died in r867. He was a successful. far?Ie~', and. was upnght and 
honorable durino- his lono- carcer. The followlllg lllcident IS one lllstance of 
his honesty whe~ a young man: Soon after he and his parents started for 
Missouri, and before they reached Nashville, while Mr. Ray, father of sub).ect, 
who was then a lad of seventeen, was driving the cattle which they were brIng
ina with them he found a Docket-book '\'hich contained ;53,000. It was pla~ed 
in "'the wagon for safe-keep'ing until some one made inquiry. In the e\'en!l1~ 
they met a man on horseback who inquired if th~y ~ad f,?:llld a pocket-book and 
being answered in thc affirmative, ga\'c a descnptlOn of Its contents. He then 
called up the boy who had found it and gave him the liberal \?) sum of 25 ccnb. 
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The man was a sheriff from one of the eastern counties, en route to Nash ville, 
to make his annual settlement with the State treasurer. Our subject's grand
father, Thomas Ray, was a native of Ireland, who came to the United States 
after the Revolutionary War, and settled in the Hiawassee Purchase, where he 
married an Indian woman. He came with mule-teams to Missouri in 1837, 
and was one of the first settlers of what is now Phelps County, where he died 
in 1854. He was a farmer and miller, became quite wealthy, and was univer
sally respected. His wife, who was quarter Cherokee, died in Missouri about 
1843. Her maiden name was Lucinda Ragsdale, and she was a native of the 
Hiawassee Purchase. Our subject's maternal grandfather, John Moon, was 
born in Ohio, whence he migrated to the Hoosier State, at an early day. 
About 1842 he came to what is now Phelps County, Mo., and later to Maries 
County, where his death occurred about 1856. He was a Quaker for many years, 
but later became a minister in the Christian Church. He was also a farmer. 
His wife died in Wright County, Mo., about 1881. They reared seven children 
to mature years. To the parents of our subject were born eleven children, as 
follows: Jasper N., subject; Ellen, wife of W. L. Phillips, of Phelps County; 
Dialtha, wife of W. H. Troxell, of Phelps County; Mary, died in Phelps 
County; John was killed in Phelps County; Thomas J., of Maries County; 
James died in Phelps County; Austin, residing in Phelps County; 'William, of 
Gasconade County; Lucinda, died in Phelps Count.y when young, and one died 
unnamed. During his youth our subject received about eight months' school
ing and assisted on the home place until the latter part of 1862, when he joined 
Company A, Eleventh Missouri Cavalry, Confederate Army, of the Trans-Mis
sissippi Department. He was in many fights and skirmishes in Arkansas, 
Louisiana, and Texas, and was wounded and captured on Grand Prairie, Ark., 
August 30, 1864. He was taken to Hickory Plains Hospital, from which he 
made his escape about seven weeks later, and joined his command in what is 
nBW Boone County, Ark. $ubsequently he went with his command nearly to 
Mexico, and then returned to Arkansas and surrendered near Clarksville, that 
State, June 16. 1865. He was a brave and faithful soldier and fought valiantly 
for the Lost Cause. After the death of the father, Mr. Ray took care of the 
family until twenty-three years of age, and was then married to Miss Nancy 
David, daughter of John and Jane (Shackley) David, who were then living 
in Phelps County, but who removed to Texas, where Mr. David died. He was 
a Free-Will Baptist minister for many years, and was of Welsh extraction. 
His widow is still living. The ten children born to Mr. and Mrs. Ray were 
named as follows: John H.; Martha; Lewis; Mary, wife of Willis Keithley, of 
Taney County, Lawrence, Jane, Hiram, Andrew, Charley and Grover. Mr. 
Ray made his home in Phelps County until 1884, when he moved to Taney 
County, where he rented land for one year. He then came to his present farm 
of 280 acres, three and a half miles above Forsyth, and this he has largely 
improved since locating here, having one of the finest farms in his section. 
He started with nothinf.! and with the assistance of his good wife has made a 
comfortable competence. Mrs. Ray worked in the field when necessary, wove 
all the clothing for the family for many years, and while she did the carding, 
Mr. Ray would spin in the evenings. The latter has ever affiliated with the 
Democratic party and his first presidential vote was cast for Horace Greeley, 
~n 1872. He is a member of the A. F. & A. M. Forsyth Lodge No. 453, was 
Junior warden, and has held nearly all the offices in the order. He is also an 
Odd-Fellow, and past noble grand of Forsyth Lodge. He was formerly a 
Granger. He and wife are Free-vVill Baptists in religious belief. 

J. H. ADAIR. This gentleman was bam in Independence, Autauga County, 
Ala., on March 3, 1828. His father was James Adair, born in Morgan 
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County, Ga., in 11\06, a successf~ll merchant in Alabama for ten years, then 
a farrr~er of ~alladega, Ala., untIl August 5, 1845, when he died, leaving a widow 
and ~me chlldren-:-five sons and four daughters. His widolV, Sarah Adair, 
remamed th~re u?tIl af~er t~e late w~r,. when s~e returned to Georgia, where 
she now resides In Gainesville, and IS In her eighty-fifth year. Her maiden 
name was Sarah pean. She was born February 19, 1810, in Twiggs County, 
Ga., and was married to james Adair, the boy merchant, in 1826. Her sons all did 
noble service .through the war. Two are dead, three are living-two in Atlanta, 
Ga., and one In Arkansas; one daughter in Atlanta and three in Gainesville 
G.a. j. H. Ada}r now lives near Harrison, Boone County, Ark. He lived with 
his mother until he was twenty-three years old, superintending a small farm 
with a few slaves and his four younger brothers, and on September 3, 1850, was 
married to plenore Pace, a beautiful girl of eighteen summers, the daughter of 
Bi!-rtly M. I ~ce, a well-to-do planter. ]. H. Adair bought a small farm four 
miles from his old home, and farmed four years. In the fall of 1854 he emi
grated to Texas with his wife and one child, two years old. They traveled in 
a wagon drawn by a mule-team, and carried two Iikelv young negro women 
with them. He settled in Smith County, Tex., south o(Tyler, the county seat, 
bought a farm and succeeded in making a respectable living on it until the 
war. He has been a member of the Missionary Baptist Church forty-five years, 
and has never failed to vote the Democratic ticket since 1849. He has used 
neither coffee, whisky, nor tobacco for over forty years. He entered a regi
ment of volunteers in 1862 commanded by Col. Dick Hubbard, since governor 
of Texas. He served four months and was taken with the measles, when he 
hired a substitute for $1,000, and went home. After raising a crop, and when 
the State troops were called out, he volunteered. and was elected captain of a 
company. He was assigned duty at Camp Ford, near Tyler, to guard Federal 
prisoners, of whom there were 5,000 at one time. After six months' service 
there the State and Confederate service were blended. He went to the coast 
and joined Col. Bates' regiment, Thirteenth Texas Infantry, Company H, and 
was elected second lieutenant. He served till the surrender in May, 1865. He 
surrendered at lVIarshall, Tex., with an honorable discharge, so far as a poor 
rebel could, and returned to his wife and children in Smith County, Tex., to 
find his all swept away except a little home. He continued to farm until the 
fall of 1871, when the annoyance of free negroes and chills and fever proved 
so great, and having lost six children out of nine, he decided to go to the 
Ozark region in search of health, fruit and vegetables. He arrived here in 
December, 1871, with his wife and three children-two daughters and one son, 
all still living in Boone County. The eldest daughter, W. E., married j. A. 
jackson in October, 1872, and had two sons, one died at the age ?f four years, 
and the other is still living, aged three years; W. D. Adair mamed A~a ::\lar
tin in August, 1888, and has a son three year!'> old and a daughter eighteen 
months old (W. D. was born September 18, 1857); S. E. Adair, born October 
20, 1867, was married to lVI. M. Dickson, of Drew County, Ark., October ~4, 1~90, 
but now live in Harrison Ark., and have two children, a son, Carrol Adair Dick
son, three years old, and a daughter, Ellenore Beulah '?Jickson, one year o}d. 
M. lVI. Dickson is a native of Drew County, and was raised a farmer by a Wid
owed mother. His father was killed in cold blood by a Federal mob of 
renegades during the war. ]. I:I. Adair ~~ught lan~ of \VilIiam Stroud in ,Jan
uary, 1872, unimproved, on Gaither Prame, two miles due south of HarrIson, 
for $10 per acre, upon which he has resided ever sin~e. Seventy acres are under 
cultivation, thirty of which are in orchard, and dUring the last ten years has 
yielded an average of 2,000 bushels of fruit per annum: . Fa: tl~e last fifteen 
years he has been engaged iII stockraising (as well a" frmt), prmclpally horses, 
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with a few cattle, hogs and asses. He believes in a fruit and stock farm for 
an independent, honest living, and that diligence, prudence and industry in any 
calling is essential to success. He was made a Royal Arch Mason in Tyler, 
Tex., in 1857. His eldest brother, H. YV. Adair, was for four years a member 
of the Tenth Alabama Regiment Infantry, was in twelve regular battles under 
Gen. Robert E. Lee, and was taken prisoner and kept at Elmira, N. Y., twelve 
months, where he .died one day after Gen. Lee's surrender at Appomattox, Va. 
Green B. Adair was a member of same regiment, in seventeen battles, and 
received only one slight wound. He surrendered with Lee at Appomattox. 
A. D. Adair was on Gen. Forrest's staff during the last two years of the war. 
W. D. Adair, ]. H. Adair's youngest brother, was in the Tenth Alabama Regi
ment, and had one hand shot off in battle. He was discharged just before the 
close of the war. The Adair family are numerous in the United States, all hav
ing sprung from three brothers who came from the north of Ireland before thc 
old Revolutionary \\1ar, one of whom married a Cherokee Indian woman, the 
other two ':vhite women. ]. H. Adair is the offspring of the white race, h)s 
great grandfather being Scotch-I rish. ]. H. Adair is a man of determined 
will, firm in his principles, and is a Baptist, a Mason, and a Prohibition Demo
crat. 

\V. G. HOLLAND. VI/hen a grain of wheat is cut across the middle and 
examined under a glass the central parts are found to be composed of a white 
substance; if the grain is dry this interior readily becomcs a pearly powder. 
N ear the outside of the kernel the texture is more compact, and at the surface 
it becomes horny. This added firmness is produced by the increasing quan
tityof gluten as the analysis advances from center to circumference. Under
standing the structure of the grain, it has been the object of the miller to sep
arate the various parts, so as to get different grades of Rour. It is the gluten 
which gives to Rour its strongest property, and it is in the nice separation of 
this constituent that the roller process excels. As one of the finest examples 
of the application of this process and machinery generally to the manufacture 
of fine flour the Sparta Roller Mill deserves a detailed description. This con
cern was established in 1891 and is owned by H. H. Lee, ]. J. Bruton and W. 
G. Holland. The cost of erecting the mill was $7,000 and it is well equipped 
with the full roller system, having three double set of rollers. The capacity 
per day is fifty barrels, the power being a forty-horse power engine. The 
brands, especially the" Extra Patent" and Belle of Sparta, arc well known in the 
south part of Missouri and north Arkansas. The mill is located a quarter of 
a mile east of Sparta, is three stories in height, and its owners are doing a good 
business. Mr. Lee resides near the mill and Mr. Bruton, who is one of the 
representative men of the county, understands every detail of the business. 
Our subject, \\1. G. Holland, was born in Christian County, Mo., August 19, 
1862, the son of James M. and Ann (jones) Holland, natives of Tennessee. 
The parents were reared in their native State, but after marriage removed to 
Missouri, and were pioneers of Christian County. Mr. Holland has a good 
farm six miles north of Sparta and he and wife arc highly esteemed in the 
community. They reared a family of eight children, five of \\'hom are stillliv
ing-: Jasper N., who is engaged in farming near the home place; John R., who 
resides in Springfield; Lucy A., wife of]. \\T. Chaffin, resides near the old place, 
and Mary, who is the wife of James \V. Cox, resides near Ozark. The original 
of this notice was next to the youngest of the family. He was early trained 
to the duties of farm life and attended the schools of his neighborhood, secur
ing a fair education in the same. In 1880 he began clerking in a dry goods 
store for Vinton Bros., and remained with them four years, when he came to 
Sparta. Here he clerked in the store of John I·I:trebeck for three years and 



OF THE OZARK REGION. 263 

then embarked i~ the drug business at that place, continuing the same for th ;e 
y~ar~. After this he op~ned a.store, I?ut in a stock of clothing and gent's fur
mshmg goods, and earned this on for two years, after which he became a 
~ember of the firm that ~uilt the Sparta Roller Mill. In politics Mr. Holland 
IS a De.mocrat, apd an actlve, public-spirited citizen. He is a member of the 
Maso.mc fra.termty, Sparta Lodge No. 296. He selected his wife in the person 
of MISS Ottle Bruton, daughter of Hon. J. J. Bruton, and one child has been 
b?rn to this union, Norah Ann. ~r: and Mrs. Holland reside in Sparta, and are 
highly esteemed there. :rhe famlhes are all members of the Baptist Church, 
except our subject, who IS ';1ndenominational in religion. Mr. Holland's push 
and energy have brought him to the front, for he started out with limited 
means and what he has accumulated is the result of his own industn·. 

ELBERT H. BUTLER. Neely Butler, the grandfather of our subject, was a 
nat.ive of North C.arolina, where he grew to mature years and married Miss Amy 
OSier, also a native of that State, where he lived for several years until he 
moved to Tennessee, from where he came West with his family, locating in 
Stone County, Mo., some years prior to the Civil War. Subsequently he 
moved to Carroll County, Ark., where he remained until the secession of the 
State from the Union. Being substantially in favor of the Union of States 
it became necessary for the protection of his life and property to migrate to 
the North, which he did, but returned soon after the close of the war to Stone 
County, Mo., where he made his home until his death in 1880, in which county 
his wife, the grandmother of our SUbject, also died buta few years previous, both 
being quite aged. Wilson S. Butler, father of our subject, was also a nati\'e of 
the Old North State, where he was born in 1819. While yet a young man 
he came West with his parents to the State of Missouri and soon after was 
married, in Wright County, to Miss Margaret P. Dedman, a native of Virginia. 
Mr. Butler chose for himself the occupation of a farmer and became a suc
cessful tiller of the soil, and at his death in 1881 (on his farm in the south part 
of Stone County) was a well-to-do and influential citizen. In politics he was 
a Republican, but never aspired to office, preferring to give his undivided 
attention to farming and stockraising. He was well known in Arkansas and 
Missouri and was well liked for his many estimable qualities. Mrs. Butler's 
father, Seneca Dedman, was a native of Georgia, but later became a resident 
of the Old Dominion. He moved to Wright County, Mo., and there passed 
the remaindcr of his days. His widow is still living. Of the twelve children 
born to Mr. and Mrs. Butler seven survivc: Martha J., deceased; Elbert N., 
our subject; James L., a farmer of this county, was a soldier in the Rebellion; 
Bedy A., the wife of John Butler; Neely, a farmer of Stone County and a I!1an 
of family; Seneca died young; Wilson died young; John, a farmer, r~sldes 
in Carroll County, Ark.; Reuben, a farmer of Stone County; Allen, s111gle, 
resides in Stone County; Margaret married Columbus O'Neal and resides in 
Carroll County, Ark., and Ellen, wife of John Doggens, resides in Carroll 
County, Ark. Our subject \\:as re.ared a farmer a1"!.d rem.ained?n th~ hC!me 
place until 1863, when he enl!sted 111 Company B, Forty-sixth :\Ilssoun Intan
try, and served six or seven months. He was a private and was 0.11 detac~led 
duty most of the time at Springfield. After the war he engaged 111 farm111g, 
carried this on for some time, and, in 1865, was nlarried to Miss Margarct T. 
Pittman, daughter of James and Julia (l\Iartin) Pittman, natives ofTenn~s:iee, 
who came from Illinois to Dallas County, ~do. ]\lrs. Butler was born 111 the. 
latter county in 1848. After his marriage l\Ir. Butler farmed for a number of 
years and then engaged in the milling business in the south part of the county, 
on Indian Creek where he had a steam saw mill. For about ten years he was 
cnaacred in sa\\"i~O" fine lumber and met with success in this occupation. In 
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IS83 he was elected sheriff and collector of Stolle County on the Republican 
ticket, and then moved to Galena, where he has since made his home. He 
filled the position in a most satisfactory manner for four years and later was 
elected to the office of county collector, holding that position two years. He 
has also held the office of deputy collector and deputy sheriff. Aside from 
his large and well-improved farm Mr. Butler is the owner of town property 
and is a substantial and influential citizen. During his youth Mr. Butler was 
favored with good educational advantages and for some time taught schooL 
He is a member of Galena Lodge NO.5 1 5, A. F. & A. M., and has held office 
in the lodge. He and wife have resided in Galena since ISS3 and have 
won many warm friends 111 the city. 

M. H. OSBUR:-:. M. D. There arc always in the medical profession some 
individuals who become eminent and command a large patronage, and among 
those who deserve special recognition is Dr. M. H. Osburn, whose face is a 
familiar one in the home of the sick and afflicted. He has practiced his pro
fession in his section of Missouri for twenty years and his name has become 
almost a household word. lIe is a Georgian by birth, born March '2i, IS38, 
a son of Ectyl and Cynthia (Nelson) Osburn, who were born in the Palmetto 
State and Georgia. respectively. The paternal grandfather, \Villiam Osburn, 
was born in South Carolina also, was of English-lrish descent, and throughout 
life followed the occupation of farming, to which occupation he reared his son, 
Ectyl. The latter, with his wife, emigrated to Missouri in 1 S67 and settled on 
a farm three miles from Rome, but eventually died in Ozark County, Mo., in 
rSS6. He \\'a~ a minister of the Missionary Baptist Church for a number of 
years. and during the great Civil "Val' was a member of a Tennessee regiment. 
His wife, who was a daughter of "Viley Nelson, died in rRS3, after having borne 
him ten children. the following of whom arc living: Dr. M. If., G. \V .. J. H. K, 
Howell C. Mariah, Frances and Mary A. Those deceased arc \Villiam N., 
Sarah J. and Cynthia C The boyhood days of Dr. Osburn \\'ere passed in the 
State of his birth, and there he received such education a,; could be obtained 
in the common schools of that section and period. At the age of twenty-two 
years he went to Ohio, thence to Illinois; in IS6i located in Berry County, 
1\10., and at the end of five years came to Douglas County and has made his 
home at Roy ever since. F!is professional education was acquired in the St. 
Louis l\'!edical College, and in the year 18iO he did his first work as a physi
cian, and has since practiced all branches of his proicssion. His experience 
as a medical practitioner has extended over a period of twenty-two \ ears and 
during this time he has had many difficult cases under his care, in the conduct 
of which he has always acquitted himself with credit. He is always quick to 
see and prompt to act, is accurate in the diagnosis of his cases and in his 
treatment is bold and prompt, yet always su·re. In 1864 he served four months 
in the One Hundred and Forty-first Ohio Volunteer Infantry. and since the 
war has been a stanch Republican in politics, and for some time has been a 
member of Roy Post No. 307 of the G. A. R., and holds the position of post 
surgeon. He was married in Georgia to l'viiss Eliza J. Dode!, a daughter of 
\\,illiam and Eliza Dodd, both of whom died in that State. and in which State 
?Ill'S. Osburn was born. She and her husband have six children: Almer 0., 
Cynthia E., William H., Emily, Alice and Sarah. The Doctor and his wife are 
members of the ?llissionary Baptist Church, and are prominent in the social 
circles in which they live. The Doctor owns a good farm of eighty acres and 
also has other valuable property. 

GEOR(;E \V. PEARCY. Ability, when backed by enterprising business meas
ures all(1 progressive ideas, will accomplish more than any other professional 
or commercial requirement. An illustration of this is found in the mercantile 
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cst~blishment owned and. conducted by George W. Pearcy at Thornfield, :.'IIo. 
!hls gentleman was born. III Platte County, Mo., in 1848, but his parents, Will
!am H. and Jan~ (Henry) Pearcy, were born in Kentucky in 1813 and Indiana 
III 181S, respectIvely. After their marriage, which occurred in Indiana. they 
can:e to Pla!te County, Mo., later removed to Dallas County, and when the 
subJe~t of thIs sketch was four or five years old they came to Ozark County, 
locatlllg on a farm on Bryant's Fork where the mother died in IS5S. The 
father afterward removed to Benton County, Ark., and later to Johnson Count\·, 
where he died in IBn, having been a farmer throughout life, and in C\'er}' 
sense of the word a. self-made man. His father, George Pearcy, was of English 
desce!lt, :"as a musIc teacher by occupation, and died in Platte County, Mo. 
N otillng IS known of the maternal grandfather. After the death of his first 
wife, William H. Pearcy married again, his second wife being Eliza :::;crh·ner. 
by whom he had two children: Samantha and Lafavette of Laclede Count\'. 
George W. Pearcy, the immediate subject of this n(;tice, is the fifth of eigflt 
children born to his parents: John W., who died in Indian Territory in 1862: 
Mary A, who resides in Texas; Sarah J. (Mrs. Baker) of California; Isabella, 
who died in Ozark County in 1862; George W.; \Vinfield Scott, who died in 
Dallas County in 1864; Bathena, \\'ho became the wife of Elijah Jone~ and 
died in Ozark County; and William H., who resides in tilt:! Indian Territory. 
George "V. Pearcy received a common-school education and was also an 
attendant of Berryville and Mountain Home Academies in Arkansas. In 
August, 1864, he joined Company C, Forty-sixth Missouri Infantry, with which 
he operated in the southwestern part of the State, participating in many 
skirmishes. He was honorably discharged at Springfield, March 6. 1865. 
After the war he finished his schooling and taught for some years in \\'ebster 
and Greene Counties. In 1877 he led to the altar I\Iiss Mary E., daughter of 
Samuel Turner, a native of Missouri. Mr. Pearcy was left a widower the same 
year of his marriage, and in 1881 married Josephine, daughter of Joseph and 
Sarah Lyon, the former of whom was killed at his home in Douglas County 
during the war, and the latter is still living. 1\-1rs. Pearcy was born in Dougla.~ 
County and has borne he! husband two children. In IBn Mr. Pearcy engaged 
in the mercantile business at Thornfield, and has done a "'ery prosperous busi
ness there ever since, his annual sales at the present time amounting to $13,000. 
He also built and has operated a saw mill for some years, and in addition to 
these enterprises owns and superintends nearly goo acres of land, a considera
ble portion of which he devotes to the raising of stock. He is one of the best
equipped business men in the Ozark region, is strictly self-made. for he started 
in life with no means whatever, and his success is due to his o\\'n excellent 
business qualifications, keen discernment, energy and honesty. He is the dfi
cient postmaster of Thornfield, and has been for over se,,'enteen years. is a 
notary public, and socially belongs to the 1. O. O. F. He has always been a 
stanch Republican in politics, and cast his first presidential for Abraham Lin
coln, at Buffalo. Dallas County, 1\10 .• in 1864, while in the army and when but 
sixteen years old. He has never been an aspirant for political honors, but has 
always supported his party liberally. 

JESSE N. NELSON. The business in whicl~ Jesse N. ~els~ll1 ~s c!~ga~ed is a 
most important one, and he has found that smce engagmg 111 It hIS tlmc has 
been fully occupied. He is the proprietor of a mill and cotton-gin at Buford. 
and as a means of livelihood he has found that this occupation has been 
reasonably successful. He is a native of Pontotock (now Lee') County, l\Iiss .. 
born February 8, 1858, a son of William and Martha (Carter) N elson. botl~ of 
whom were born in Mississippi, and were there reared, educated and marned. 
In 1'870 they removed to Arkansas and located in the vicinity of Buford on a 
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woodland farm which he cleared and tilled until hi,; death, being also engaged 
in cotton-ginning and merchandising. He wa,; a shrewd and far-seeing man 
of affairs, made a success of nearly everything he undertook, and eventually 
became wealthy. He met with some reverses, for his mill and gin were once 
burned downed and at another time they were blown down; but his energy 
soon retrieved these losses. Throughout the Civil \Var he \\'as a member of 
Forrest's cavalry, serving in the capacity of captain part of the time, and was a 
participant in many battles. H~ returned to the pursuits of civil life after the 
war was over, became well and favorably known throughout the northern part 
of the State and cuunted his friends in his own communitv bv the score. It 
was largely through his influence that the postoffice at Bufo'rd \\'as established, 
and in other ways he showed himself to be a public spirited-citizen. He was 
a Democrat, was a 1\'1ason socially, and for many years he had been an active 
member of the :'Ilethodist Episcopal Church. The mother of the subject of 
this sketch died in l\Iississippi, after having borne her husband eight children 
--five sons and three daughters-of whom the subject of this sketch was the 
third in order of birth and four of whom arc now living. After her death Mr. 
Nelson married her sister, Amelia Carter, with Wh0111 he moved to Arkansas 
in 1870, her death eventually occurring in this State. She bore him eight 
children, three of Wh0111 are now living, and by his last wife, whose maiden 
name was Ann A.dams, he became the father of one child. Mr. Nelson died a 
few years ago, at the age of fifty·nine years. Jesse N. Nelson was educated in 
the public schools in the vicinity of where he now lives, and while growing up 
became familiar with the details of ginning, and after the death of his father 
he purchased his mill and gin of the other heirs. H is time is fully em ployed, 
for his cllstom is large and he does considerable sawing also. Until recently 
he was in the mercantile business with his brother G. N., but has lately been 
alone. In addition to milling and ginning, he has been engaged in farming 
also, and owns a good farm of 160 acres ncar Buford and is joint owner of a 
farm of 500 acres on the river. He is well fixed financially, and much of his 
prosperity is due to the fact that he has always been energetic and has been wise 
enough to see and take advantage of all opportunities for bettering his financial 
condition that ha\'e presented themselves. He has always been a Democrat, 
has served two years as justice of the peace, and is a deacon in the Christian 
Church, of which he has long been a member. December 5, 1883, he was mar
ried to l\Iiss Elizabeth Adams,of this county, by whom he has one son and 
two daughters living and two daughters dead. 

MAJ. R. B. WE.\\'ER. The facility with which the American soldier laid 
down the implements of war, at the close of the great conflict between the 
i'oJorthern and Southern States, and adapted himself to the pursuits of civil 
life, has been the wonder of all nations, and scarcely less surprising than grati
fying to the American people themselves. While not a few very profound citizens 
of the republic were speculating as to what was to become of the thousands of 
men mustered out ofthe armies, the question was solved by the ex-soldiers them
selves, who quietly stepped into the ordinary walks of life, bent the force of 
circumstances to their will, and became the chief promoters of a national 
progress which is without parallel in history. Whenever an attempt is made 
to write the history of a great enterprise or the successful career of any man, 
it has been found ability, backed by energy and push, has been the basis of it 
all, and this fact cannot fail to impress itself upon the writer of history proper, 
or that branch of history which consists of the biographies of those who have 
achieved sufficil'nt distinction to make the record of their lives of interest to 
the public. R. B. \Veaver is one of those who has become eminent in the 
affairs of his State, and owes his success in life to his own good fighting qual-
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itics. He was born in Maury County, Tenn., October 9, 1829, the fourth child 
of joseph and juda (May).Weaver, who came to Greene County, ]\10., from 
Tennessee about 183::', the Journey thither being made overland. They settled 
on a farm abou! a mile and a half southwest of the public square at Spring
~eIc1, .and on this .farm the.boyho.od days of Mr. Weaver were spent in assist
:ng his ~ather to tIll the sOil and In attending the district schools in the vicin
Ity of hiS home. At the age of twenty he started out to fight life's battles for 
hil!lself, an? b~ga~ dealing in st?ck; this occupation he has made one of his 
c1uef PU!'SUltS In life, altho~lgh Ius at~ention has been profitably given to other 
occ.uI?atlOns. He made hiS home .In Gree?t; S:0unty, u~ to February, 1862, 
residIng on a large tract of land In the VICllllty of Spnngfield then moved 
with his family to Arkansas and joined the State Guards un"der Gov. Jackson, 
with which he remained for one year. In 1863 he enlisted in the Confederate 
service in the Third Arkansas Regiment of Shelby's Brigade under Gen. 
Marmaduke, and took part in the battle of Devall's Bluff, after which his 
command was sent to Springfield. He was wounded by a minie-ball while 
with Price on his raid through Missouri, in 1864, and on the 13th of April, 
1865, he surrendered at Jacksonport, Ark. After the termination of hostilities 
he came to Boone County, Ark., after having spent two years in White County, 
and here he has ever since made his home. While a resident of Greene 
County, Mo., he married Miss Lucy A. Lipscomb, a daughter of one of the early 
pioneers of Greene County, but she died in 1859, leaving him with three chil
dren to care for: Ann Eliza, wife of James Hickerson, M. D., of North Caro
lina, by whom she has four sons; Felix, a man of a family and a successful 
farmer of Texas; and Thomas R., who is engaged in farming in jasper County, 
Mo. Maj. Weaver's second marriage was to Miss Cornelia A. Brown, a 
daughter of VV. E. Brown, who is a resident of this county, and she owes her 
nativity to the State of Tennessee, where she first saw the light of day January 
27,1846. She has borne her husband the following children: Walsie, wife of 
Robert F. King, of Harrison; Edward S., who is engaged in stock dealing and 
still makes his home with his parents; Joseph L., also at home; Fannie P., an 
accomplished young lady of much musical and artistic ability, and Marcus. 
In 1867 Maj. Weaver located on the farm where he now lives, which consists 
of 320 acres of fine land, and embarked extensively in stock dealing and farm
ing, making a specialty of the raising of mules, which he ships South, and of 
horses and cattle for Northern markets. He has been successful in the accumu
lation of worldly goods, and besides the fine farm on which he lives at Rally 
Hill, he controls other lands in the county amounting to aboui450 acres. His 
beautiful home is situated about twelve miles southeast of Harrison, and 
there he and his amiable wife dispense a refined. yet generous hospitality to 
the many friends who gather beneath their rooftree. He is one of the leading 
Democrats of the State, and the first office to which he was elected in the 
State was that of representative to the General Assembly in 1876, to which he 
was reelected in 1879. In 1881 he was chosen a member of the Senate, serv
ing with ability f<;>r two sessions, and !n 18.85. he \~'as elec~e.d to the ~residency 
of the Senate whIch office he filled With dlstmgUlshed abilIty. In 1889 he was 
appointed by' President Cleve!and as one of a comI?ittee to n~got.iate with the 
Ute Indians in regard to their removal from their reservation In Colorado. 
His intelligence and ability were a~ain recognized when he ~\'as . made one ~f 
the World's Fair Directors for the State of Arkansas. To him hes the credit 
of having selected the fine mineral displ~y during .the great Exposition, and 
one fine piece weighing 12.700 pounds gamed a prIze. He has ah~ays man
ifested the greatest activity in politic~l matte~s, and as <l: leglsl~tor h.e 
showed that he was not only able but mcorruptlble, and while servmg hIS 
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section in this capacity Ill: labored earnestly for its interl'sts and helped to 
advance laws calculated to benefit the State. He is widely known through
out the State, is one of the \\'ealthy citi7.er.s of Boone County, and is at all 
times generous, friendly and open-hearted. Socially he is a mcmber of the 
Bluff Lodge of the A. F. & A. 1\1. of Newton County, and he and his family 
are attendants of the Christian Church. 

L. O. HAILEY, attorney at law. This wide·awake man of affairs, in 
addition to practicing his profession, is also the able editor of the /'~rrm 
Raord of Douglas County, Mo., and is a prosperous real estate and exchange 
brokerof Ava. He has a large list uf improved lands for sale, and makes a 
specialty of the purchase and sale of timber tracts. He has under his control 
thousands of acres of fine farming land in Douglas County alone, the most uf 
which is lI'ell improved with good farm buildings and has more or less land 
under cultivation. For those 1\'110 wish to purchase ,t home it wuuld be to their 
interest to calion Mr. Hailey, for he is thoroughly pus ted on realty matters, 
is to be relied upon at all times, and it is his earnest desire to please those who 
patronize him, Although he is shre\\'d and far-seeing' in the conduct of his 
affairs, and is keenly alive to his own interests. he is the soul of honesty in his 
transaction, is always anxious to give full return fur value received, and as a 
result he has all the business that he can properly attend to. I it is a son ()f 
James IIailey, one of the early pioneers of this sectiun, and was born here 
March 7, IX64. As he grew to manhoud in this section he became thoroughly 
familiar with its resources, and realized that if properly atll'ertised the region 
would become a very popular une to home seekers, amI upLln starting out in 
life for himself he turned his attention to this line uf human endeavor. Hl' 
had been fitted for a successful business life in the public schools of A\'a 
and the Arno Academy, and when l[uite a young' man he began tu study law, 
and in October, 1892, was admitted to the bar of Missouri, ]-Ie has practiced 
in all the courts of this sectiun uf the State, is-a far-seeing ant! keen lawyer and 
should he give his entire time tu his prOfession would have all the cases that 
he could properly attend to. In 1XX7 he established the DOIlKltls DmllsJl DOll

oemt, which he successfully m<tnag'ed up to 1X90, and in the fall of 1893 became 
one of the owners of the P;rrm R(cord, which is published in the interests of 
the Democrat party, and has a large circulation throughout the county. He 
has always interested himself in the political affairs of his section ane! has held 
the office of deputy sheriff and collector of the county, probate clerk, county 
and circuit clerk, and recorder, which speaks eloquently as to his popularity 
in his section. He is a favurite with his party and was elected a delegate to 
the National Convention held in St. Louis in 1888. Miss Belle, the daughter 
of Dr. \V. R. Harper, of Pope County, Ill., became his II'if'e, and to their union 
four children have been born: Effie, Bertha, Bessie ant! Elsie. lIe and his wife 
have a pleasant and comfortable home in Ava, and they have become well 
known for the generous hospitality which they extend to their friends. Mr. 
Hailey is a member of the A. F. & A. M., of which he has betn master of his 
lodge, and in the 1. O. O. F. has held the office of secretary. He has a con· 
venient and well-appointed office near the [lostoffice and is prepared to 
devote himself to his patrons' interests. 

JOSEPH B. Moss. T,his wide-awake merchant of Jasper, Newton Cuunty, 
Ark., has been successful in the conduct of his affairs frolll a pecuniary stand
point, an~ is a liberal, generous and high-minded gentlemen, whose correct 
mode of lIving has gathered about him a large circle of friends and \Vell wishers. 
He was born in Georgia, August X, 1849, and in the section wherc he was born, 
was reared and educated, although he was for some time an attendant of the 
schools of Tennessee. He was 'brought up on his father's farm, and when 
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th~ great strife between the North and South came up, he was but a lad in his 
thlr~eenth year. In 1874 he came to Newton County, Ark., and his first 
busmess venture was after he reached this section, as a clerk in the store of 
Mr. Hudson, at Mount Parthenon, with whom he remained two years. In 1881 
he became the Repubiican nominee for representative to the State Lecrislature, 
and after be5ng elec~ed and fi~!ing the office \\:ith abi~ity until his term "'expired, 
he turned hIS attentIOn to agncultural purSUIts, whIch he followed with fair 
results until 1884. At the end of that time he moved to Montana and during 
the seven years he remained there he was engaged in the mercantile pursuits 
and continued to follow this occupation after his return to Arkansas. He 
has been successful in every enterprise to which he has devoted his attention 
and is now doing an annual business of $25,000. -He at all times endeavors 
to supply the wants of his patrons, is courteous and accommodatincr in his 
attendance upon them, and being reasonable in his prices, his patro';;age is 
tkservedly large. In addition to this thriving business he is the proprietor of 
a flouring mill which has a capacity of thirty barrels per day, and is kept 
going day and night. He has always been a public-spirited citizen, is well 
known throughout the county and is very popular with the RepUblicans of this 
section. He is a member of Mount Parthenon Lodge No. 366, of the A. F. 
& A. M. He was one of the early teachers of the county and became widely 
known as a thorough and practical educator. He was married in this county 
to Miss Arminda Slusher, a daughter of William and Sirene (Stallcup) 
Slusher, the former being a soldier during the Civil War. 1\lrs.1\1oss was born 
in :'IIissouri, but was reared in Newton County, Ark., and here has reared 
the following children that have been born to herself and lolr. Moss: William 
Lewallen, Henry Beecher, Cora, Cara, (who died young), Mattie, josephine, 
Tany, Bessie and Jessie. Mr. Moss was one of the following children: 
Martha, wife of Milton Goss, of Georgia; Elizabeth, wife of Solomon Young, 
of this county; joseph B.; Isaac H., of this county; Charlotte, who died young; 
Rufina, who is the wife of john Guinn, of this county; William B., who is the 
efficient clerk of Newton County; Sarah, wife of Isaac Henderson of this 
county; Ida, who is at home with her parents; and four children died in 
infancy. The parents of these children, L. C. and Eliza (l\IiHsap) l\Ioss were 
both born in the Old North State, were taken to Georgia when young and there 
grew to maturity, married and made their home until about 18i9, when they 
came to Newton County, Ark., and here the father has since made his home, 
being the ow~er of a fine farm, alt~?ugh he has retired froI!l th.e ac~i\'e duties 
of life. He IS one 0.£ the oldest CitIzens of the county, bemg m hIS seventy
fifth year, and throughout a long and active life he has ever conducted 
himself in an upright manner and with the utmost self-respect. He was bo~n 
in Culpeper County, Va., in 1818 (Augast 21), soon after the death of hIS 
father, james Moss, and was the only child born of his pan::nts. He ~\'as 
afterward taken by his mother, Na~cy (~:IcEntere) :'I1oss, to North Caroh~a, 
but in early manhood he accompamed hIS mother and stepfather to GeorgIa, 
and was there married in 1845. He and his wife moved to Tennessee in 1863, 
and were cncraged in farming in McMinn County until 1871, at which time 
they took up their residence' in Kentucky, from which State they came to 
Arkansas in 1879. His wife died in Boone County, this State,. Octo!'er 21, 
1893 her birth havina- occurred December 9, 1825, and her umon WIth Mr. 
JVlos~ was a happy and prosperous one. After he became a resident of jasper, 
Ark.. he was made postmaster of the place, had th.email contract.an? for 
some time was proprietor of the j~~per Hotel. .He IS .a. ma~ of sound mtel
Iigence, is a Republican in polItics, and while resldmg ~n Tennessee ably 
discharged the duties of chancery clerk. He has been a faIthful member of 
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the Methodist Episcopal Church for over half a century, and i~ a highly 
honored citizen at Newton County. He comes of Irish stock and the naIlle 
was originally spelled Morse, the founder of the family tree in this country 
being James Morse, who was a soldier of the Revolution, his son, the 
great-grandfather of the subject of this sketch, Howell Moss, being a soldier 
of the \\lar of 1812. The II'Iillsaps came to this country f!'Om England, 
and Thomas Millsap, the great-gTandfather of Joseph B. I'IToss, was a Rev
olutionary soldier. The latter's grandfather was in the \Var of ISI2 and the 
Mexican \\lar; he also bore the name of Thomas. The maiden name of his 
wife was Polly Sullivan. 

P!{ESTO:-': A. C. \VAI.I.ACE. An active and progressi\'e system in any pro
fession or line of business, when based upon principles of honor, is sure to 
bring SLIccess, and an illustration of prominence gained through these means 
is seen in the record of Preston A. C. \Vallace, of Heber, Ark. He was born 
in \Villiamson County, Tenn., in 1841, and is a son of Alfred F. and Ann 
(Moore) \Vallace, who were born in Alabama, from which State they moved to 
Tennessee, thence to Arkansas in 1841, locating in Independence: COllnty. 
The father died there in 184S, after which his widow married Archibald Burns, 
and died in Stone County. Mr. \Vallace was a well to-e1o farmer, and during 
the Mexican \Var was captain of a company in Col. Yell's regiment. Preston 
A. C. \Vallace was one of four children, was the youngest of the family and is 
the only one now living. He spent his boyhood in the vicinity of Bates\'ille, 
in Independence County, and owing to the early death of his father saw many 
ups and downs before the \\'ar, and since the early age of thirte:en ~'ears has 
fought the hard battle of life on his own responsibility. In April, IS63, he 
joined an independent company, which formed a part of Maj. Christman's 
battalion, and held the rank of orderly sergeant throughout the war. He was 
in all the engag·ement.s of the Missouri raid, from Ironton to Fayetteville:, was 
a brave, faithful and useful soldiel', but was compelled to kave the service in 
the spring of 1863, after which he returned home and commenced anew the 
occupation of farming in the vicinity of Batesville. He continued this occu
pation in Independence and Stone Counties up to 1874, when he took up his 
residence in Franklin County. In 1887 he made a location in Ckburne County, 
near Heber, and after farming the R. R. Case farm for three years, he bought 
the farm of J 23 acres on which he is now residing, and sixty acres of fine bot
tom land about one mile away. H is success has been the result of his own 
good management and energy, and he is deserving of great credit for his 
upright and manly walk through life, as well as for the property of which he 
has become the owner. In 1860 he leel to the altar Miss E1i"abeth Fullbright, 
a daughter of Andrew Fullbright, and of ten children born to them, eight are 
now living, all of whom are at home with the exception of one who resides in 
Indiana. Mrs. \\lallace is a member of the Presbyterian Church, and 1\1 r. \Val
lace has always supported the men and measures of the Republican party. 

JUDGE MATTHEW K. ARNYx. This gentleman is descended from good old 
Irish stock, for on the green Isle of Erin his paternal great-grandparents were 
born, but they afterward became residents of this country prior to the Revo
lutionary Vvar, in w.hich struggle the great-grandfather participated as a mem
ber of the Colonial Army. For many generations back the family ha\'e 
devoted theil' attention to tilling the soil, and this occupation was successfully 
carried on by Matthew Arnyx, the grandfather of the subject of this sketch, 
who was a Virginian by birth. Preston Arnyx, father of Judge Matthew K. 
Arnyx, was born in the Old Dominion, and when a lad was taken by his father 
to Kentucky, of which region they were among the pioneers, and there he 
grew to manhood, married, and made his home until IS70, when he came with 
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his son, Matthew K., to Ozark County, 1\10., and here he breathed his last two 
years. lat~r.. His widow, who was born in the Blue Grass region of Kentucky, 
IS still !J\'lIlg, and makes her home with the subject of this sketch. Her 
maiden name was. Eliz.a .R. Harv:ey, and she is a daugl~tcr of James Harn.:y. 
wh? was a ~orth Caro!Jman by birth, but one of the eany settlers of the State 
which Damel Boon~ made famous. His people were of English extraction 
and settled on Amencan soil before the War of Independence, in which struO'
gle the materna.l grandfather t.ook a~ active part. The Harvey family e\'ent~
ally became reSidents of Momteau County, Mo., and there James Harve\' was 
called from life. Mrs. Amyx is no\\' seventy-foul' years old, but her "eneral 
health is good and her mind is clear and active. She became the mother of 
nine :hildrel~, six of whom are living, as follows: Matthew K; Olive]., wite of 
W. C. Mornson, collector of Ozark County; Oletha, who is the wife of ]. S. 
Bushong; Clarissa V., wife of D. M. Bushong; and Mittie G., wife of J. F. 
Owen. Thursey died young; Marion J. died in 1862, at the age of twenty
one, and another child died in infancy unnamed. Judge Arnyx passed the 
e.arly part o~ his. life in the county of his birth, obtained a thorough and prac
tical educatIOn 111 the common schools, and about the time that he started 
out to make his own way in the \\'Odd the war came up and he cast aside per
sonal considerations to enlist in Company A, Twenty-seventh Kentucky 
Mounted Infantry, under C. S. Henson, and took part in numerous engage
ments and skirmishes. \Vhile participating in a skirmish in Virginia his horse 
fell upon him and injured him quite seriously. In all he served about eighteen 
months, at the end of which time he held the rank of sergeant. A short time 
after the war he was married to Miss Martha 1'. Da\·is. a daughter of ]. H. 
Davis and Betsey (Harvey) Davis, who were among the early families of 
Kentucky in Warren County, of which State the father still lives, although his 
wife died many years ago. Mrs. Amyx was born and reared in Kentucky, and 
she and her husband made their home there until 1870, when they came to 
Ozark County, Mo., and bought the farm where they no\\' live, eight miles from 
Gainesville, on Pine Creek. comprising 320 acres of fine land, a large part of 
which is under cultivation. He has been a successful farmer, gi\'es consider
able attention to the raising of stock, and has at all times sho\\'n himself to be 
wide-awake and enterprising. He was elected by the Republican party, of 
which he is a strong member, to the office of associate county judge in 1882; 
held the office of presiding judge four years, and also that of probate judge 
the same length of time, and discharged the responsible duties of these posi
tions in a manner to win him the highest respect and esteem of his fellows. 
He has been a delegate to different conventions, is a member of the G. A. R. 
Post at Gainesville, and he and his family are attendants of the Christian 
Church, in which he is a deacon. To himself and first wife a family of sel'en 
children was given: Lovina H., wife?f L. C. Capus; Sidney F., Lut~er H., L.ock!e 
L., Alonzo G., Lucretia M. and Mana S. The mother of these children died m 
1887, and for his second wife Mr. Arnyx took Miss C. 1\1. Mayberry, daughter 
of George Mayberry, who was killed during the war. His present II'ife has 
borne him two children: Partha A. and Curtis S. 

\VILLIA)! ARl\OLD. This gentleman is one of the thrifty and ene:getic 
farmers for which Searcy County, Ark.. has become well known. and 111 the 
conduct of his affairs has shown good judgment and business foresight. He 
was born in Wabash COllnty, Ill., Septem?er [l:\, 1822. a SO!~ of Jacob and 
Rebecca (Thompson) Arnold, nati\'es of· Kentucky, from which State they 
removed with their parents to Illinois, when that was a new countr}'. There 
they married and made their home until 1838, when they started for Texas, 
but upon reaching' Ft. Smith. Ark., became discouraged by reports from the 
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Lone Star State, and the next spring started back to Illinois, with the inten
tion of locating on Crowley's Ridge, but on reaching what is now Searcy 
County, Ark., was so well pleased with the outlook here that he decided to 
locate, and he at once" pitched his tent" at the mouth of Bear Creek. Here 
he made his home until his death eight years later, but during this time he 
managed to greatly improve his place in many ways. He was a man of great 
energy and push, was a great lover of hunting and all athletic sports and was 
a soldier of the Black Hawk War. The maternal grandfather of the subject 
of this sketch was a soldier of the Revolution, and like the Arnolds, was a 
very early settler of Illinois from Kentucky, and died in that State. The widow 
of Jacob Arnold survived him until 1854, when she dicd, leaving a family of 
seven children: Abbie, who died in Illinois, the wife of J Ohl1 McClure; Thomas, 
of Illinois; Nancy, who became the wife of a Mr. Painter, and is now deceased; 
\Villiam; John, who was a Federal soldier and is now a resident of l'vlissouri; 
Jacob was also a Federal soldier and died at Louisburg, Ark.; James died at 
Corinth while serving in the Confederate Army. William Arnold came with 
his parents' to Searcy County, and August 17, 1839, was married to Elizabeth, 
daughter of Eleazer and Elizabeth Dean, who also located in the farming dis
tricts of Searcy County, Ark., in 1837, coming thither from Illinois. On the 
farm on which they settled the subject of this sketch now resides, and is one 
of the most fertile and well-improved places in the county. Mrs. Arnold was 
born in Edwards County, Ill., February 3, 1824, and died July 23, 187S, after 
having borne her husband the following children: Mary J., who died in 1893; 
Martha M. is the wife of Harmon Hodge, of Kansas; Eleazer D., of Searcy 
County; Jacob, of that county also; John, who died in 1889; Member, who 
died in 1874; Andrew J., Jasper N., William J. and Martin G. In February, 
1879, Mr. Arnold took for his second wife Caroline, daughter of Thomas and 
Mary Owens, natives of Georgia, but early settlers of Arkansas, the former of 
whom died in Pope County, and the latter in Searcy County, Ark. In 1850 
Mr. Arnold crossed the plains to California, being nearly five months in mak
ing the journey, and while in that State he was engaged in mining and saw 
milling until 1853, when he returned home via the Isthmus of Panama and New 
York City and has since resided in Searcy County, being one of its best and 
most favorably known citizens. He was in the Confederate service for about 
eighteen months during the latter part of the war, as a member of Company M, 
Third Arkansas Cavalry, which command operated on the Arkansas River, and 
he was a participant in a number of skirmishes. He was discharged at Louis
burg, Ark., at the close of the war. Mr. Arnold was a Democrat prior to the 
war, but since that time has supported the men and measures of the Republican 
party. He is a member of St. Joe Lodge No. 317, of the A. F. & A. M., and 
has long been an active member of the Primitive Baptist Church. Mr. Arnold 
is one of the oldest settlers of Searcy County and well remembers the hard
ships and privations which the early settlers of the region were compelled to 
undergo, and has seen almost the entire development of the section in which 
he resides. 

JUDGE JA~IES P. I:-:CE. This gentleman is the associate judge of the 
\Vestern District of Douglas County, Mo., and no better man for the position 
could be found than he, for he is intelligent, weil posted, imbued with the milk 
of human kindness, and has always shown the utmost impartiality in his 
decisions. The Judge has resided in Missouri since 1843, and has been a 
resident of Douglas County since 1862, taking up his abode in ·the vicinity of 
Rom~ .. He was born in Overton County, Tenn., March 28, 1828, a son of John 
and ElIzabeth (Clark) 1nce, the former of whom was born in Ireland and came 
to the United States in his youth, locating in South Carolina, where he lived 
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for about five years. He then spent eight years in Overton County, Tenn., after wluch he became a resident of Lawrence County, Ark., and there was called from life about 1833. After his death his widow returned to Tennessee, an.d in 1843 came to Missouri and settled in Greene County, about twenty mt!~s south of Sprin.gfie!d, where she resided until 1863, when she moved to Plke County, and dled m 1887. She was a native of the Old North State and a daughter of John Clark, who lived and died in that State, a farmer. The.subject of this sketch was one of eight children: Thomas, Jesse, Matthew, Levl, Harvey, Agnes, James, John. The Judge is supposed to be the only member of the family living. He was sixteen years old when he went to Greene County, Mo., and he received no schooling save what could be obtained in the pioneer schools of this State. vVhen twenty years of age he started out to do for himself, and for some time followed the occupation of farming in Berry County. He was married in 1849 to Miss Sarah, daughter of John and Catherine (David) Whittington, who came to Missouri in 1845 from Indiana. The father was a farmer, and in 1863 was killed by guerrillas. His wife died in Berry County in 1885, ha\·ing borne ten children. 1'IIrs. Ince was born in Indiana, and after her marriage with Mr. Ince they scttlee on a farm in Berry County, but five years later moved to \Vebster County, and about 1862 settled in Douglas County. The same year Mr. Ince enlisted in the Seventythird Regiment of Missouri Militia, and served until the fall of 1863 as sergeant of Company B. He was in a number of engagements with the bushwhackers, and was at one time taken prisoner. After the war he resumed the peaceful pursuit of farming, and until 1888 resided on a farm on Little Beaver. He then spent some time on a farm near Roy, but in 1891 came to the farm on which he now lives, consisting of 120 acres, which he de\'oted to the usual farm products and to the raising of stock. In 1863 he was elected to the office of judge of this district when it was a part of Taney County, was reelected in 1865 and again in 1890, and also in 1892. He has always taken a deep interest in the progress and development of the county, has been very public spirited, and has always voted the Republican ticket. He has been a member of the Baptist Church for forty years, and is a highly respected old citizen. By his first wife, who died in 1856, he became the father of six children: John, a farmer of Taney County; William, who died at the age of six years; Elizabeth is the widow of N. Adams; Julia is the wife of A. Morgan, of Greene County; Millard F. and Benjamin (deceased). The maiden name of his present wife was Matilda Jenkins, and she is also a membe.r of ~he Bapti~t Church. The Judge is well known throughout southwest I'vItssoUrt, for he IS one of the representative men of the section, and his present honorable position in life has been gained through his own efforts, and he is deserving of great credit therefor. 
GEORGE 'vV. JOBE, M. D. Man when well boasts that he ha~ no need ?f the doctor, and is pleased to indulge in gibes and sneers concermng the sklll of the members of the profession, and those who rail loude~t .are th<; first to send for the physician at ~he soun.d. of dan~er. At least thls Isyue m many cases, and the long-suffenng physlclan, anxlOUS to benefit mankllld. responds to all calls no matter what the weather may be, and often endangers IllS own health in carinO" for that of others. Dr. George W. Jobe is an active medical practitioner, h;' been successful in his efforts to relieve the sufferings of mankind, and as a natural result his services are largely in demand. He was born in Yellville, Marion County, Ark., September 30, 1872, a son o~ Dr. Ge<?r~e W. and Minnie A. (Wilson) J obe, the former of whon;t \~as born ll1 Georgla Ul 1828, a son of David Jobe, also of that State, and of ~cotch d:s~ent. The father of the subject of this sketch took up the study of medlciOe when a 
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young man. and graduated from the Medical Department of Vandcrbilt Uni
versity at Nashville. Tenn., after which he came to Marion County, Ark., 
locating at Rally Hill. where he practiced until about the close of the war, 
when he moved to Yellville and there spent some years, moving to a farm on 
King's Prairie in IR80, and there made his home until his death in April, 1892. 
He was at one time president of the County :'IIedical Association, was a well
rcad and able practitioner, and was first a vVhig and afterward a Republican 
in politics, and during the war a Union man. He served in the Forty-sixth 
Missouri Volunteer Infantry as second lieutenant of Company F. took part in 
many minor engagements, and at one time was taken prisoner by the Quan
trell band, who placed a rope around his neck. threw the other end over a 
tree. and would undoubtedly have been hung. had it not been for the timely 
intervention of a neighbor. He was married in Texas to the daughter of 
Thomas vVilson, was a Baptist in religious belief, while his wife was a member 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church. She was a native of the Old North State, 
and bore her husband six children: Una, wife of F. VV. McChesney of Hono
lulu, H. 1.; Azelia, wife of Fount King of King's Prairie; Dr. George \N.; 
1\1 ettie and Clara. The immediate subject of this sketch passed his boyhood 
days in Yellville, but acquired the principal part of his education at Rally 
Hill. He began the study of medicine with his father in IRC)o, and has 
pursued his medical studies in his father's alma mater-Vanderbilt University 
of Nashville, Tenn. He began practicing in April, IX93, and already has a 
patronage of which he has every reason to be proud. He is a member of the 
County IVledical Association, is well posted and up with the times in his pro
fessicm, and his future is bright with promise. 

Rr':NJA,IIN F. l\IcKI:\NEY. The incidents in the early life of the original of 
this notice were not materially different from those of other boys living on 
farms. He was taught to work, to make himsdf useful around the pioneer 
homestead, and, in common with other boys. to attend the winter schools 
at intervals, and to assist in improving th~ farm during the summer. His 
birth occurred in Smith County, Tenn .. in IX3X. I-Ie was the eldest of six 
children born to R. S. and Ann S. (Roe) :'II cKinney. The other children were 
named as follows: \Villiam died in infancy; Jordon Stokes died in Tennessee; 
Mary, wife of Richard Moore, died in Taney County; Sarah, wife of \Villiam 
Hinsley, resides in this county; and John died in Taney County. The mother 
of our subject was a native of Smith County, Tenn., and rt.!sicled there for 
some time after her marriage. Later the parents came by ox-team to Cedar 
County, J'I'lo., anc! a few years .later settled in Taney County, where they PLlI-
chased a claim a few miles east of Forsyth. They were among the pioneers 
of Taney County, and contributed their share toward its improvement and 
advancement. Mr. J\IcKinney was the only one of his family to settle in 
Missouri. He lVas never much of a hunter, although tht.! woods abounded in 
game when he first settled here. After living for many years on theiI- farm, 
Mr. and Mrs. McKinney removed to Forsyth, where the mother, born August 
IS, 1814, died on December 28, IS 58, and the father, born August 29, 181 I, died 
June 13,1860. Mr. McKinney was a carpenter by trade, but also followed farm
ing. Although a native of Tennessee, our subject has resided in Taney County 
since a mere boy, and all his recollections are of this county. His educational 
advantages were limited, but he possessed any amount of good common sense 
and judgment, and, being a close observer, is perhaps as well posted as one
half the men. In the year IS61 he was married to Miss Belveretta C. Casey, 
daughter of Levi and Mary Casey, who were natives of East Tennessee, where 
they were reared and married. About 1830 Mr. Casey and family moved to 
Greene County, Mo., and subsequently to Taney County, locating near Forsyth, 
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on Swan Creek. There Levi Casey, born April 23, 1805, died on January 10, 
I~59, w.hen fifty· four years of age, and Mr~. l\fary Casey, born December 10, 
1803, dIed on January 18, 1881, when seventy-eight years of acre. The father 
was a farmer by occupation, and a colonel in one of the e:rly wars, being 
~mown as Col.. Casey. He was a man of considerable prominence, was county 
Judge at one tIme, and was a popular man. He was the fatherof six children, 
three sons and three daughters, as follows: Marion, of this State, was a soldier 
in the Confederate Army; Sarah is the widow of Henry Lau"hlin; William, 
deceased, left a family; Amanda is the wife of Andrew McHaffie· Newton 
died young; and Belveretta is the wife of our subject. The last na~1ed was 
burn in Taney County. In 1862 Mr. McKinney joined Company B of Col. 
Green's regiment of Price's army, and remained with the regiment until the 
close of the war, operating principally in Arkansas and Missouri. He was in 
the :'IIissouri raid, and surrendered at Shreveport, La., at the close of the war. 
F.ollowing the war, he resumed farming, and for twenty-eight years has lived on 
hIS present property. He has 300 acres, with about 100 cleared, all fine 
bottom land, and he has made nearly all the improvements himself. He 
started out for himself with nothing, and what he has gained in the way of this 
world's goods has been the result of his good fighting qualities. He and wife 
have no children of their own, but they have reared six children. Mr. McKin
ney handles considerable stock, anu is considered one of the most substantial 
and prominent citizens in the county. Honest, industrious and persevering, 
no man is more universally esteemed. Socially he is a Mason of Forsyth Lodge 
No. 453, and he anu wife have been members of the l\Iethodist Episcopal 
Church for a number of years. 

COL. ELI DODsox. This gentleman is the intelligent, trustworthy and effi
cient county and probate judge of Boone County, Ark., and in his official 
capacity has comported himself with dignity, good sound judgment and judi
cial fairness. He has resided in the county since ISSI, but has been a resident 
of northwest Arkansas since 1852, whither he came from :'IIadison County, 
Ark., in I R34. He was born on his father's farm in White County, Tenn., :'IIay 
22, 1828, the only child of Eli and Mary (Goad) Dodson, the former of whom 
was born in Virginia in 1798, a son of William Dodson, who helped free this 
country from British rule·by serving in the Revolutionary War. Eli Dodson, 
the father, died before his son was born and he was also left motherless when 
two and a half years old. He was reared by his uncle, Alexander Goad, and 
came with him to this State. His boyhood uays \vere characterized by farm 
labor, for he unfortunately received no educational ad\·antages until he 
reached manhood and after his marriage, which event took place in 1847, and 
was to 1\1iss Rhoda C. Cantrell, daughter of Abner Cantrell, to which marriage 
twelve children were given: William Y., Mary, :'>Iargaret, James A, Elizabeth, 
lIartha D., Rhoda A., Virginia, Eli S., Alice, l\Ielvina R.o and Leota B., all 
of whom are living except the last mentioned. The mother of these. children 
was called from this life April 14, 1870, and I\Ir. Dodson took for hIS second 
wife Mrs. Mary E. Hastings, who lived only a few months after her marriage, 
dying in February, 1871. Mr. Dodson'~ pres~nt wife was. :Mary c. Cantrell, a 
sIster of his first wife, and to them nllle chIldren were gl\·en, three of whom 
are living: Lena M., Missouri and Katie. Those de~eased are Ellen c:., 
Hattie G., Lillie D. and Rosa 1\1. (twins), Louetta A. and Floyd R. Lena:'>1. IS 
the wife of James Bridwell, and Missouri E. is the wife of John Dees. All the 
children of the first marriage are married. Abner Cantrell, the father o~ Mrs. 
Dodson, settled in Madison County;Ark., in 1835 and later moved to what IS no;: 
Boone County in IS55, but died at Yellville, in Marion County, in IS9.1. hiS 
wife's death having occurred in 1873. He reached the advanced age of mnety-
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seven years and was the oldest man in the county at the time of his death. 
Until he was twenty-four years old Mr. Dodson resided in Madison County, 
but he then moved to a farm near where Lead Hill now is, where he made his 
home for four years, then removed to Yellville, having been elected clerk of 
the circuit court. After holding this office four years he entered the army, 
becoming colonel of the Fourteenth Arkansas Infantry, C. S. A., and com
manded his regiment at Pea Ridge, in which engagement he was wounded in 
the hip so severely that he was unfitted for duty for some time. After con
valescing he again joined his regiment at Memphis, just after the bloody bat
tle of Shiloh, and was in command at the siege of Corinth. He was in the dif
ferent engagements all the way from that place to Tupelo. He was then at 
Iuka and in the second engagement at Corinth. His health became so broken 
down that he resigned his commission in the fall of 1863 and returned home 
with the consciousness of having served the Southern cause with fidelity and 
courage. He commanded his regiment all the time that he was in the service 
and was successful in four or five engagements. After returning home he 
located in Yellville, and having been admitted to the bar began the prac
tice of law at that place in r865, continuing until 188r, when he came to Boone 
County. In 1866 he was elected to the State Legislature and served with 
ability until he was displaced during the reconstruction period. He was 
elected county and probate judge of Marion County in 1878 and served till 
r880. Being elected to the position he now holds in 1892, he, in 1893, left his 
farm in the vicinity of Bellefonte and came to Harrison, of which place he is 
one of the foremost citizens. Physically he is strong and active, is prepossess
ing in personal appearance, and is a good conversationalist. He is a forcible 
and convincing pleader at the bar, is thoroughly posted in his profession, 
and has been successful in its practice. He is a Democrat politically, is a 
member of Bellefonte Lodge of the A. F. & A. M., and has for years been con
nected with the Free Will Baptist Church while his wife is a Missionary Baptist. 

J. F. DAVIS. Prominent among the names which give strength and impor
tance to the town of Powell, Ark., as a thriving trade center, is that of J. F. 
Davis, well known as a successful dry goods merchant. He has by his energy, 
honesty and close attention to business, built up a large trade and is regarded 
as a leader in his line in Marion Count)... An avera.ge stock of goods valued 
at .$2,000 is carried, and is well selected to meet the demands of the public, and 
an annual business of from $9,000 to $10,000 is clone. He was born in the 
Palmetto State, November 17,1855, a son of 1'. R. Davis, a North Carolinian 
of Irish descent, who was born February 2, 1833. The lattet attained manhood 
in the State of his birth, but in 1836 moved to Georgia, and in 1869 became 
a resident of Marion County, Ark. He engaged in farming in the vicinity of 
Powell, and was a successful tiller of the soil. At the open ing of the Civil 
War he very naturally espoused the cause of the South, and became a member 
of the Eighth Georgia Battery, and was at Mission Ridge, Jackson, Miss., and 
many other battles, and proved a faithful and efficient soldier. He was married 
in North Carolina to Miss Eliza McLean, a daughter of Lauchlin and Sarah 
McLean, and like her' husband she was born in North Carolina. To this worthy 
couple a family of eleven children were given, nine of whom are living (two 
twins having died in infancy) and are honorable and useful members of society: 
J. F., the subject of this sketch; Dt. Alexander B., of Powell; Sallie ]., wife of 
John T. Gillie, a successful teacher; Eliza is the wife of ]. H. Davenport, a very 
successful farmer and resides in Prairie Township; William L. is a farmer and 
school teacher; R. L. is a school teacher of Texas; Stell is a physician of 
Indian Territory; Oscar is a teacher of \Vise County, Tex.; and Anna is the 
wife of Floyd Magness, of Powell. All the sons are married with the exception 
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of the doctor in Indian Territory. P. R. Davis has ever been a Democrat. 
He is now retired from the active duties of life and he and his wife have lon<' 
been de\'oted members of the Protestant ]\l~thodist Church. The paternal 
grandparents of J. F. Davis were Rollin Davis and Lauchlin McLean, the 
form~r of whom was born at Chapel Hill, N. C, and died while serving in the 
MeXican ·War. The maternal grandparents were Sarah Davis and Sarah Mc
Lean, the latter of whom was of Scotch descent. ]. F. Davis, the subject of 
this sketch, passed his early boyhood and manhood in Georgia and Arkansas, 
and he was fortunate enough to secure a good education in the common 
schools and the high schools of Marshall and Valley Springs, Ark. When 
first starting out to fight the battle of life for himself, it was as a farmer and 
school teacher, and as an educator and disciplinarian he acquired an excellent 
reputation. After a time he located on a farm in Prairie Township, and after 
tilling it successfully for some five years, he, in October, I 8S 5, established him
self in the mercantile business in Powell, a place which owes much of its 
growth and prosperity to his push and enterprise. He was first associated in 
business with T. \V. Milum for some five years, and Mr. l\Iilum was succeeded 
by G. 'N. Young, who was Mr. Davis' partner in business for two years. ::iince 
that time Mr. Davis has been in business alone, and the stead~' increase of his 
patronage has shown this mO\'e to have been a decided success. He is a man 
who has wisely profited by what experience has shown him, and one whose 
quick perception and good judgment have made a thorough business man of 
him, as well as a valuable member of societv, and a credit to the community 
in which he resides. In the course of events· he has taken admntage of oppo;
tunities favorable to himself, and is now the owner of some \'aluable farming 
and mining land, besides hi~ stock of general merchandise. He has ever been 
an active worker for the Democratic party, and has taken a deep interest in 
the cause of education. He has given his children good educational ad\'an
tages. Both himself and wife are worthy and respected members of the 
Protestant Methodist Church. The maiden name of Mrs. Da\'is was :'Ian· 
Ellen Stanley. She is a daughter of James D. Stanley, who is li\'ing on Clear 
Creek in Prairie Township, Ark. Mr. and Mrs. Davis have five children: 
Alexander Waldo, Henry Ward B., Frank Blaine, Vida, and Clay King. 

ROBERT P. LAWING. This well-known pioneer, who is everywhere respected 
for his sterling worth, came originally from Rutherford County, Tenn., \\"h.:re 
his birth occurred August 4, 1825. He is a son of Robert and l\lary A. (Sub· 
lett) Lawing, and the grandson of Andrew Lawing \\"ho was a nati\'e of the 
Old North State, where he received his final summons. The Sublett family 
came to Tennessee from Virginia, and our ,mbject's grandfather, \\'illiam Sub· 
lett, was a soldier in the Re\'olutionary \Var, being captain of a company. 
He was of Irish descent. :'11"s. Lawing was but seven years of age when 
the family moved to Tennessee, and in that State she died in IS.:!3. The father 
of our subject was born in ]\[eckh:nburgh County, N. C, in 17S7, but came to 
Tennessee at an early date and was here married to Miss Sublett. Ten chil
dren were born to this marriage. eight of whom grew to mature years and four 
are now living: Sarah, now deceased; Mary, now resides in Tennessee; Allen 
died in Arkansas in ISSI; Susan resides in Springfield and is the mother of 
Judge Vaughan; Robert P., subject; Frances, married a 1\1r. Sibley, and died in 
Tennessee; Louisa is still a resident of this county, and is single, and James 
B., who died in Texas. The rather of these children came to Christian 
County, Mo., in IS56, and located on a farm where he re~ided until his death, 
in IS6.:!. He was a farmer, considerable of a mechanic, and became 
well and favorably known all over this section. In politics he was a 
Democrat. His second marriage occurred in Tennessee to Miss Ellen \\'ard, 
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of Kentucky. Four children were born to this union: John W., Steven A., 
Emma and Smith, the latter deceased. Our subject with his brothers, Will
iam and Allen, came to this county from Tennessee in 1843, and Robert and 
William engaged in the saw mill business, following this for the first three 
years. Theirs was one of the first mills in the county, and was operated by 
horse power. About 1847 our subject came up to near where he now lives and in 
1847 married a Miss Margaret B. McDaniel, daughter of Samuel McDaniel, a 
native of North Carolina. She came to this county in 1842. After marriage 
Mr. Lawing settled in this county about two miles north of Ozark, and there 
resided until 1866, when he moved to the farm where he now lives, two miles 
northwest of town. He has always followed farming and stockraising, and 
has met with fair success. His wife died on the 19th of November, 1891. 
Thirteen children were born to this marriage: Sarah, wife of G. M. Wright
man, became the mother of six children, and died in 1883; Robert J. resides 
in Ozark; John O. is living three miles north of Ozark; MarshaIl M. 
lives in Ozark; Samuel S. is a farmer of Webster County; F. V., single 
and a farmer; Mary c., at home; William E., married and resides three miles 
northwest of Ozark; Effie, wife of William L. Woody; George, at home; Fred 
H., a clerk in the bank of Springfield; and two, Susan and Marion, deceased. 
Some members of this family are united with the Christian and others with 
the Baptist Church. In political matters Mr. Lawing supports the platform 
of the Democratic party. Early in life he was a Whig. He was with the State 
troops during the Civil War. He reared a large family and has twenty-two 
grandchildren. He has witnessed many changes in the country since he first 
settled here and has contributed his share toward its advancement. In the 
milling business he and his brother were successful, and he is now the owner 
of 240 acres, although at one time he ovmed 800 or 900 acres. He started his 
children with farms and money, and they are all doing well. His farm is on 
the railroad and is nicely located. It is one of the best in the county. The 
place where he now lives is one of the oldest places in the county, having 
been settled sixty-four years ago. 

DR. WESLEY B. WASSON. The value to any community of a professional 
man is not mdrked merely by his learning and skill, his proficiency in medical 
and surgical practice, but also by his character both private and professional, 
his honorable adherence to medical ethics and his personal integrity and 
benevolence of purpose. \Nhen a physician combines these characteristics it 
is with great pleasure that we record his life-work, and such a man do we find 
in Dr. Wesley B. Wasson. Although but just starting on his career in the medical 
profession, this young physician and surgeon has already become prominent 
in his calling and has the confidence of all. He was born on Spring Creek, in 
Stone County, in 1862, and is a son of John T. and Caroline (McCullah) Was
son, the former born in Darke County, Ohio, February 29, 1820, and the latter 
in Tennessee, March 10, 1830. Although the father received but a limited 
education in his youth he was a man possessed of a great amount of good 
common ,sense and good judgment. About 1852 he came down the Ohio and 
Mississippi Rivers to the mouth of Arkansas River, then up that stream to Ft. 
Smith, and then by land across the country to Stone County. There he 
stopped for a time with Alex. M<.:Cullah, and soon after married his daughter. 
From that time until 1867 he remained in Stone County, and then moved 
to Christian County, locating on Finley River, where he now has a good farm. 
He is one of the honest, industrious and well-to-do farmers of his section, and 
has made his property by honest toil. During the war he served for a time in 
the Home Guards, but later was in the Missouri State Militia, doing consider
able service. He was greatly harassed by both armies. The Federals were 
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camped o~ his farm for some. time, destroying his stock, fences, etc., but he 
never received any compensatIOn for his losses. 1'llr. \Vasson was one of five 
sons and four daughters, and he and his sisters Serena Gibson and Isabella 
Hoover ar: the only ones who came to this State. His father, David \Vasson, 
was ~orn. m Ireland, and soon after marriage came to the United States, 
locatmg . m I?ark~ County, Ohio, wh~re he followed farming until his death. 
There his wife dlCd also. Our subject's maternal grandfather, Alexander 
McCullah, was born in Virginia, but was married in Tennessee, and about 
1849 came to what is now Stone County, where he tilled the soil until his 
death in 1856. His wife died a number of years previous to this. Dr. Wesley 
R Wasson was the fifth in order of birth of five sons and four daughters, as 
follows: Lucy, wife of George E. Hawkins, of Stone County; James A.. farmer 
and stockraiser, of Christian County; John C, a prominent farmer of Christian 
County, as is also William A., the fourth child in order of birth; Wesley R, 
our subject; Frank M., a miller; Flora, a teacher; Nannie and Gertrude. 
Until nineteen years of age our subject remained under the sheltering home 
roof, and received his scholastic training in the common schools, to which 
must be added two years in Marionville College. He then branched out as a 
teacher, and followed that profession for six years in Christian County. He 
had always evinced a strong liking for the medical profession, and, as early 
as sixteen years of age, all his spare moments were spent in reading medical 
works. After he had ceased teaching, he passed some time in a drug store 
with R. N. Gray, of Ozark, and read medicine with Dr. J. H. Fulbright. Later 
he took three courses in the Kentucky School of :\Iedicine, at Louisville, and 
in 1890 graduated from the University at that place. After practicing a short 
time at Nixa, in Christian County, he located at Crane in 1888, and now has a 
lucrative practice. He is president of the Crane Milling Company which 
took possession of the mill in March, 1893. This is the most complete and 
best-operated roller mill in Stone County, having a capacity of thirty barrels 
per day. It has three sets of rollers, and manufactures the" Nancy Hanks" 
and .. \Vhite Satin" brands of flour. all sold in the local markets in Stone, 
Barry. and Christian Counties. Dr. Wasson was married April 2, 18g0; to Miss 
Ella Keltner, a native of Greene County. and the daughter of Frank Keltner. 
of Christian County. Mr. Keltner came from Tennessee when young. and is 
one of the early settlers of that section. He resided for a number of years in 
Greene County. There were born to this union two children: Blanch Patter
son and Carl Forbis. 

JOHN L. COOK. In scanning the lives and career;; of the citizens of Swan 
Township. it is pleasant to note the exercise of enterprise in every walk of 
life, and the achievement of success in every department of business. Thus 
one is enabled to discern in the career of 1\lr. Cook. who has for many years been 
a successful farmer and stock raiser of Taney County. He was born one mile 
from where he now lives in 1841 and is a son of James and Catherine (Steward) 
Cook, natives of Simpson County, Ky .• the former born about 1805 and the 
latter in 1803. The elder Cook was reared in his native county. secured a fair 
education for his dav, and was there married to Miss Steward who accom
panied him in 1838 to Taney County Mo .• the journey being made by wagon 
and occupying six weeks. They located in the woods on Swan Creek, \Vh.en that 
region was sparsely settled, and improved a good farm on which he 
lived half a century. the wife dying about 1879 and he in IS8S. Th:y 
were Methodists for many years and no people were better respected 111 
the community. Honorable and upright in every walk .of lif~ •. the father's 
character was above reproach. H,e was a Democra~ 111 politiCS and \:'as 
in sympathy with the South dunng the war. but (hd not take an active 
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part. He was one of the first settlers of Taney County and assisted materially 
in its improvement and development. His father, James Cook, was a North 
Carolinian, but was an early settler of Kentucky, where he remained until 1838 
and then came to Taney County; here he improved a good farm on Swan 
Creek, now a part of Christian County. There he lived until the Rebellion 
when he removed to near Ozark, where he died about 1864, when nearly one
hundred years old. He was a lifelong farmer. He was the father of nine children, 
five-sons and four daughters, only one of whom is now living, Polly Cunning
ham, of Christian County. The maternal grandfather, Daniel Steward, and 
his wife, Mary Steward, were natives of Scotland but early settlers of Ken
tucky, where Mr. Steward died when about sixty years of age. His widow then 
moved to Taney County, Mo., with her daughter, Mrs. Cook, and there died 
a number of years before the war. Mr. and Mrs. Cook became the parents of 
eight children, three sons and five daughters, as follows: William A., died 
when sixteen years of age; Mary, wife of Geo. \V. Jackson. died about 1868; 
James D., a farmer of Taney County; Elvira, wife of William B. Sims of 
Taney County; Missouri c., widow of William D. Casey; John L., subject; 
Angeline, wife of William D. Hodges of Taney County, and Elizabeth, wife of 
John L. Thomas of Taney County. Amid the rude surroundings of pioneer 
life our subject passed his youthful days, and as might be supposed his educa
tional advantages were rather limited. In the year 1863 he was wedded to 
Miss Mary J. Clemens a native of the Buckeye State and the daughter of 
William and Margaret Clemens, who were born in Pennsylvania. About 1859 
her parents left Ohio for Taney County, Mo., and there Mr. Clemens died soon 
after. Our subject's marriage resulted in the birth of seven sons: Calvin L., 
Leander H., William L., John D., Elverton c., Thomas B., and D. J., who is 
known as "Doc." being the seventh son. In the year 1864 Mr. Cook joined 
Company F, Seventy·second Missouri Infantry, under Col. John S. Phelps, 
and was stationed at Springfield most of the time or until a short time before 
the close of the war. Afterward he resumed farming, residing for four years 
in Greene County, and then came to his present home on Swan Creek, eight 
miles above Forsyth, where he has 172 acres with about 75 acres under cultiva
tion. In 1888 he was elected sheriff of Taney County and so well and satisfac· 
torily did he fill that position that he was reelected in 1890. He has ever been 
a Democrat in his political views and is the second Democrat who has held that 
office in Taney County since the war. Although not a politic.ian he is a liberal 
supporter of his party. 

\VILLIAM J. TURt-:ER. The life narrative of the head of a family is interest
ing not only to his posterity but also to the citizens of the section in which he 
has resided, and this truth is doubly true when such a man has established for 
himself and his children a reputation for integrity, character and ability, and 
has been of value in the development of that portion of the country which 
was his home. Such a narrative do we have in this sketch of Samuel Turner, who 
was born in Indiana in 1836, and in 1844 was brought to Douglas County, Mo., 
by his parents, William and Hannah (West) Turner, and with them located 
five miles south of Ava on Spring Creek. The father was a Virginian by birth, 
moved from his native State to Indiana, and from there to Missouri, dying in 
Linn County of this State, after having devoted many years to the occupation 
of farming. Samuel Turner was nine years old upon the arrival of the family 
in Missouri, and was the eldest of ten children born to his parents, the other 
members of the family being: Elizabeth, Lee c., James M., Jesse, Nancy, 
Matilda, Anna and two that died in infancy. He grew to manhood in Douglas 
Countv, attended the common schools here and became familiar with the 
duties' of farm life and was engaged in that occupation until the opening of 
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the Civil War, when he enlisted in the United States l\lilitia and served until 
the war clos.ed, fr?m 1862 to 1865, being a member of the Seventy-third Regi
ment of Mlssoun Volunteers, U. S. A. After the war was over he became a 
clerk in the store of Henry Shepherd & Co., of Springfield. and about six 
months later formed a partnership with 1\Ir. Shepherd and established a mer
cantile business at Arno, where he remained successfully engaged in that line 
of work up to his death in 1892. accumulating a comfortable fortune. He was 
a Republican in politics, at one time served in the capacity of county treas
urer. and was always noted for his public spirit and correct morals. Like his 
father. he always carried on farming in addition to his other business. He 
was a member of the A. F. & A. M .• the 1. O. O. F. and had long been con
necte.d with the Methodist Episcopal Church. He was married in his county 
to MISS Sarah J. Lyons. a daughter of Joseph Lyons, who came from Ohio to 
this State at an early day and settled in Harry County. About 1850 they 
came to Douglas County, and here in 1861 the father was killed by bush
whackers. He was a miller by trade and owned a good mill on Beaver Creek, 
seven miles southwest of Ava. He was a Republican in politics also. 1\lrs. 
Turner was born in Barry County, and was one of the following children: 
Orvil. Sarah J. Irvin. Hannah, Josie. Joseph IVI. and l\linnie. Mrs. Turner still 
resides at Arno where she owns a store. which is managed by her son. Samuel 
E. The children born to her and her husband are here given: William J., 
:rvIary (deceased). Louise. Ida. Samuel, Edward. Sallie. Lillie. Frank and Lois. 
Lou is married and lives in Oklahoma City. and Ida is the wife of John 
Maloy of Ava. These children grew up at Arno, and William J. was educated 
in the public schools of the place and at 1\1t. Dale. Webster County. finishing 
his education in Drury College. Springfield. He started out in business life 
for himself in 1891 in Ava. and his enterprise has been attended with success. 
He has a stock of goods valued at from $8.000 to $10.000. owns the store build
ing in which he does business and some land in the county. He is a wide
awake young man, pushing and enterprising, and will no doubt one day be 
wealthy. He has been active in all public matters, and is a stanch Repub
lican in politics. Socially he belongs to the A. F. & A. M. and the 1. O. O. F. 
He was married to Miss Enola Burrows, of thi~ county. a daughter of Ed. 
R. Burrows, of the State of Michigan. 1\11'. and 1\11'5. Turner have two chil
dren: Joe and Kate. 1\11'. Turner has a pleasant and comfortable home in Ava, 
and he and his wife move in the best social circles of that section and are 
much liked and respected. 

DR. J. C. B. DI:O>o:o>. One of the old and honored medicine men and citizens 
of Howell County. 2\10., is Dr. C. B. Dixon. This gentleman was born in Ten
nessee, August 20. 1823. and is a son of Thomas and Ann (1\Iaybury) Dixon. 
The grandfather. Edam Dixon, was a soldier in the Revolutionary War. He 
moved from North Carolina to Tennessee while the Indians were still in that 
section. and was one of the nine pioneers in East Tennessee. The father of 
our subject was born in North Carolina. became a substantial farmer. and died 
in Tennessee. as did also his wife. when the Doctor was but a child. The 
latter was the youngest of seyen children, and from an early age was obliged 
to make his own way in life. He grew to boyhood among the Cherokee 
Indians in Tennessee. secured but a limited education. and at an early age 
be"'an \Vorkin'" on a farm. As he grew older he saw the need of a better 
ed~cation and" began to apply himself. In the year 1845 he took up the 
study of medicine under Dr. Miles of Kentucky. and subsequently attended 
the Louisville l\'1edical College of Kentucky. Five years later he began 
practicing in Bullitt County, K'y .• and made hi.s home in th?-~ State until IS?5· 
During a part of that time he was engaged In mcrchandlsmg. and met WIth 
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excellent SLlccess in that industry. From there he went to Minnesota, resided 
in St. Paul a short time, and then located at Quincy, Ill., where he made his 
home until 1866. From there he came to Howell Count\', Mo., located in 
I-J:utton Valley, twenty miles west of \Vest Plains, and resided there until 
I~ 2, when he came to \Vest Plains. Since 1850 he has practiced medicine, 
always with flattering success. The Doctor is a member of the South Missolll'i 
Medical Association, and is one of the oldest physicians in the county. II e 
has met with success in his different occupations, owns c[ large amollnt of 
property in \Vest Plains---many business houses on the square-and is one of 
the strongest men, financially, in tht: city. In his political vit:ws the ])oct(~r 
is a Democrat, was president of the cOllnty court l \\'0 terms, and was pro bat.., 
judge two terms. During the war he was major of a State military reg'it11ent, 
and was a Union man during that ..,ventful period. He sen-cd s..,ven years as 
President of the Board of Examining Surgeons of llowell County, and for 
four years \vas mayor of \Vest Plains. Dr. Dixon is a Knight Tct11plar in the 
Masonic fraternity, has bccn with the order many years, and has hdd offic.., 
in the same, I-Ie is also an Odd Fellow, and takes a de..,[) interest in the work
ings of that order, The Doctor IVas ,1 soldier in the Mexican \Var, and was a 
meIll ber of the Fourteen th United States Infantry 0 f the Regular Army, ser\'i ng 
until the close of the war, and fighting many g'uerrillas and Indians. He \\,,[S 

wounded in a skirmish, and IS a penslonet' of the war. A pioneer ill his pro
fession in this Stat.." h.., travded many miles Oil horseback here and in 
Arkansas. In religion he is a non-sectarian, of St. Louis, Mo. \)r. Dixon was 
married in Kentucky to Miss Catherine \V..,olch,and two children were reared: 
Edam, who is a commercial man and resides in \Vest Plains, and Nancy M., 
the wife of Hon. A. A. Van \Varner of West Plains. Our subject has witnessl,d 
the entire growth of ]-Iowdl County, for when he cam.., here thelT were not 
O\'er fifty families in Howell County. J-Ie is a selt-made man in all that the 
words imply, ane! is one of the leading' men of til.., county. Generous and 
free-hearted, he gives freely tu churches ane! all charitabk purposes. 

J. E. \VooJ), This gentleman is a member of the well-known mercantik 
firm of \Vood & Reed, of Gainesville, Ozark County, Mo. lIe was born in 
\Vashington County, Tenn., July IH, IH46, but came to this county in 1871 from 
Bradley County, Tenn. His parents, Jesse and Margaret (McCracken) \Vood, 
were honest, industrious and law-abiding tillers of the soil, and the father \\'as 
born in the Old North State about 1820, where he was a member of one of the 
early and prominent families. \Vhen a young' man he removed to Tennessee, 
was married there, and there made his home until IH70' \\'hen he removed to 
Kansas and resided there for about one year before coming to Ozark County, 
Mo. Upon his arrival here he located upon a farm about four miles west of 
Gainesville, where he made his home until his death, which resulted from being 
accidentally thrown from a hack. H.., \\'as a Republican politically, was a 
strong Union man during the war, and \\'as a farm..,r, mill wright and carpenter 
by occupation. He held the office of justice of the peaee two or three times 
after coming to this county, and was long and prominently connected with the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. His widow resides in this county and makes 
her hqme \\'ith her children, who are as tollows: Emeline, wife of Thomas 
\\'attenberger, of Gaincsville, and formerly the wife of Alvin Reed, of Tennes
see, by whom she became the mother of John R. Reed, of Gainesville, and 
Mattie E. Herd; John \Vood is a blacksmith of Gainesville anc! served through
out the war as a mcmbel- of Company /\, Eighth Tennessee Cavalry; James E.; 
Mattic, who is the wife of Samuel A. Farmer, of this cOllnty; Hcnry, who is 
the owner of a shingle mill and cotton gin at Gainesville; Kancy, the wife of 
Gordon Hill, of this county. The following children are deceased: Mary, who 
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married and died in Tennessee; \Villiam also died in that State; Samuel died 
in earl}~ chil?hc:od Landon H. died while sen'ing in the Civil \\"ar; ::\1. A. died 
youpg 111 IlllI1ols, and Leander also died in that State. James E. Wood, the 
subject of this sketch, was reared in his native State of Tennessee, and was 
married there to l'IIiss Rebecca, daughter of F. G. Gibbs, and soon after the 
celebration of his nuptials he came to Ozark Count\', l\Io., and settled on a farm 
about four miles \\'est of Gainesville, where he lived two \·ears. He then came 
to Gaines\'ille and began operating a cotton gin, but in 'connection with this 
also tilled the soil in the vicinity of that place until IRS I, when he formed a 
partnership with J. R. Reed, and the mercantile firm of \\'ood & Reed was 
established. They have been very successful in this business, their annual 
sales being very large, and they ha\'e the patronage of the best people of their 
section. Ivlr. \Vood is a l\Iason, a member of Lodg<;: Ko. 496, of Gainesville, is 
a strong RepUblican politically, and he and his family are attendants of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, in which he is a trustee. July 3, 1863, he enlisted 
in Company C, Third Tennessee Cavalry, with which he sen'ed until near the 
close of the war, participating in a number of hard battles and skirmishes. He 
was captured at Athens, Ala., and after being kept a prisoner for six months 
was exchanged in March, IS65. He \\'as on the boat" Sultana" when it was 
destroyed by fire on the Mississippi Ri\"Cr, and although he received some 
quite se\'ere burns, he managed to swim to shore, landing some eight or ten 
miles down the river from where the boat burned. His brother, Landon H., 
lost his life at that time. l'Ilr. Wood is a member of the G. A. R., Gainesville 
Post No. 2i5, and is tne officer of the day for 1894. Mr. Wood is a public
spirited citizen, has made what he has by his own energy and enterprise and 
is highly esteemed throughout Ozark County. He and his wife ha\'e two 
children: Leandrew, who resides on a farm one mile from Gaines\'ille, is mar
ried and has two children-Laura and Clarence; and Alice, wife of .-\lexander 
Crumley, of Gainesville, by whom she has two children·-Ora and Blanche. 
Six children born to Mr. and !\Irs. Wood died in infancy. 

J. R. REED, of the firm of Wood & R~ed, Gainesville, ::\Io., has for the past 
twelve years been one of the most enterprising and successful business men of 
the countv. He owes his nati\'itv to Bradlev Count,·, Tenn., where he was 
born January 21,1861, the eldest child born to .-\l\·in· and Emeline (\Vood) 
Reed, native Tennesseeans, the former of whom was engaged in tilling the 
soil, and was killed near the close of the war, during which struggle he sen'ed 
in the Confederate Army. He was a son of John H. Reed, one of the early 
pioneers of Tennessee, and his marriage resulted in the birth of t\\'o children: 
John R., whose name heads this sketch, and :.\Iattie E., wife of J. l\!. Herd, of 
Theodosia, Mo., who is the manager of the branch house of Wood & Reed at 
that place. The mother, Emeline (\Vood) Reed, was a daughter of Jesse 
\Vood, mention of whom is made in the sketch of J. E. \\'ood, and is now the 
wife of Thomas \Vattenberger, of Gainesville, by whom she is the mother of 
one child, Olie. John R. Reed, the subject of this sketch, attended the schools 
of his native cOLlnty, and was a lad or ten years when the family left Tennes
see and settled in Kansas. After the removal of the family to Ozark Count\', 
Mo he enO'arred in tillin eT the soil, but also attended the schools of this count,·, 
and'~\'hen still quite young began clerking in a store, continuing until he formed 
his present partnership in 188 I with his uncle, J. E. Wood. They carry a stock 
of rroods \'alued at about $6,000 in Gainesville, and have two branch stores, the 
sto~k at Isabella being valued at about $4,000, and that at Theodosia at about 
$5,000 or $6,000. Messrs. \Vood & Reed are the most extensi\'e merchants in 
this part of the State, are wide awake, pushing, enterprising and, above all, 
hone~t, and their annual sales amount to from $30,000 to S40,OOCl. In connec-
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tion with their business they handle hardware and farming implements of all 
kinds. Although their business was commenced about twelve years ago in a 
small way and has several times had some serious bacl..:sets, yet on the whole 
they have been remarkably successful. Their stock at Isabella was consumed 
by fire in 1884, with a loss of $2,000 or $3,000, and they also lost a mill and 
lumber yard at Gainesville in the same way, amounting to several thousand 
dollars. Mr. Reed has always been a stanch Republican, was elected to the 
office of county treasurer in 1884, and for four years was postmaster of Gaines
ville under President Harrison. He is a member of Robert Burns Lodge No. 
496, A. F. & A. M., of Gainesville, Mo., and was master of this lodge during 
1892 and 1893. He and his uncle, Mr. \Vood, own a fine farm of 400 acres 
south of Gainesville on Lick Creek, a large portion of which is under cultiva
tion, and they also own other valuable lands and property in the county. The 
flouring mill of which they are the owners at Theodosia has four doublt: sets of 
rollers, and has a capacity of fifty barrels per day, being in operation day and 
night. The product of this mill is of the most excellent kind, has a large local 
patronage, and is very popular with housewives and bakers. They havt: a saw 
mill located on Lick Creek two miles north of Gainesville, whert: they manu
facture pine and oak lumber for the market. Mr. H.eed is president of the 
Bank of Gainesville, of Gainesville, ]'1'10., and one of the principal stockhold
ers of the institution. Ht: was married to Alaska Elliott, daughter of Jarrett 
Conkin, of this county, and to them two children have been given: Flo, \vho 
is four years old, and Ros, six months old. :VIr. H.eed and his wife are mem
bers of the Christian Church, in which he is an elder. He is one of the shrewd
est and most practical business men of the county, and the success which hl.! 
has achieved ill a business way is but the natural sequence of the upright 
business methods he has always pursued. He and his wife move in the high
est social circles, and are highly honored by all. 

J o HI, \V. HESS. Stone County, Ark., can well be proud of the amount of 
brains and energy possessed by her rt:presentative citizens, for, taken as a 
whole, there are none brighter, more intelligent, or with more ability or push 
in any direction, and among the number is John \V. Hess. He was born near 
Batesville, in Independence County, April 2, 1840, a son of James and Eliza
beth (Wells) Hess, natives of Arkansas and Franklin County, Tenn., respect
ively. James Hess was born within two and a half miles of Batesville in 1814, 
and died in Stone County, Ark., in 1874. H is father, Samuel Hess, was born, 
it is thought, in Illinois, near Cairo, and finally located in Arkansas with his 
brothers Solomon and \Villiam and \\·ere among the first to settle ncar Bates
ville. Samuel Hess moved to Boone County when the subject of this sketch 
was a lad and afterward came to Richwoods, and died in this county after 
having spent a successful career in farming. The widow of James Hess is 
now about seventy years of age and is a member of the Missionary Baptist 
Church, of which she and her husband were among the very earliest members 
in this section. The father was a member of the Masonic fraternity, and a 
Democrat. He became the father of seven sons and four daughters, of whom 
John \V. is the eldest. He received his education in Boone County, and in 
1862 joined the Third Arkansas Cavalry, U. S. A., and was quartermaster ser
geant of Company A throughout the war. He received his discharge at Nor
ristown, Pope County, Ark., in the spring of 1865, and returned home with the 
consciousness of having-performed his duties faithfully and well. He was in 
the battles of Camden and Saline, and at the last-mentioned place was 
wounded in the face by buckshot, had his hip broken and his horse shot from 
under him. He was wounded near Mount Ida while carrying dispatches from 
Gen. Steele to Gen. Blount, and on another occasion had a horse shot from 
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under him. He was on scouting duty during his entire service and had many 
thril~ing experiences and many narrow escapes from death. In 1867 he came 
to RIchwoods and located on the farm which he now owns. This place was 
then totally unimproved, but bv manv da\'s of hard labor he at last succeeded 
in clearing it,. and now has one-of the finest farms in the county, well impro\'ed 
and well cultIvated. April 4, 1867, he was married to Elizabeth Cottrell. of 
this county, by Wh0111 he has four sons and two daughters: Gilbert R., who 
IS a farmer of Johnson County, Texas; Lena, wife of Robert Brewer: lames; 
Nancy, wife of John Maloy; John B., and Samuel. Mr. and :\lrs. Hess are 
members of the :\Iissionary Baptist Church, and he belongs to the Blue Lodge 
of the A. F. & A. 1\1. at :'Ilount Vie\\', and has been a life-long Democrat. • 

GEORGE N EWTO); l\"ELSO~. This successful general merchant of Buford, 
Ark., is also the efficient postmaster of the place, a position to which he was 
appointed by President Cleveland in ISSS. Although young in years, he 
has shown commercial ability of a high order, and has prO\'en it to be a fact 
that good management, fair dealing and application to business will result in 
profit to the parties at interest. Failure rarely, if ever, comes to him who 
devotes himself conscientiously to his work, and to him who would succeed 
energy and perseverance are leading essentials. :'IIr. :--Jelson was born in Lee 
County, l\Iiss., October 21, 1866, to \Villiam and l\Iartha (Carter) ::\elson (for 
a history of whom see the sketch of Jesse?-:". ~clson), btlt his education \vas 
received in Buford. He was reared in his father's store, and after the latter's 
death in ISSS he and his brothers, Jesse N., J. A and W. B., then engaged in 
business together, and successfully carried on the business so ably inaugurated 
by their \\'orthy sire, for a number of years. Then George Newton :'\elson 
became the sole proprietor by purchase, and in addition to looking after his 
store carried on farming also, having a half interest in 500 acres of fine river 
bottom land. He is an enterprising young man, honest and industrious, and 
is in every way deserving of the success which has attended his efforts. He 
has held the }>osition of notary public for four years, and has been postmaster 
of Buford a like length of time. He is a member of E. 1\I. Tate Lodge 1\0. 320, 
at Fairview, of the :\. F. & A. lvI., and politically is a Democrat. July I, 18gl, 
he was united in marriage with :'IIiss ?-:"annie Davis, who has resided in this 
State but a short time, having come here from her native State of Alabama. 

C. C. HUDso);. :'IIany of the most acti\'e and enterprising residents of 
Newton County are natives of the same, and have here spent the greater part 
of their lives. In them we find men of true laval tv to the interests of this 
part of the State who understand as it were by inst(nct the needs, social and 
industrial, of this vicinity, and who have a thorough knowledge of its resources. 
They are, therefore, better adapted to succeed here than a stranger could be and 
are probably without exception warmly de\'oted to the prosperity of their native 
place. l\lr. C. C. Hudson, a successful farmer and stockraiser of Jackson TowIl
ship, NewtoIl County, Ark., was born in this county, in ISSS, and is a son of 
Samuel and Nancy (Billah) Hudson, both natives of Tennessee, the former 
born about lSI!, and the later in ISIS. \Vhen about seven years of age the 
father was brought by his parents to Lawrence County, Ark., and he there grew 
to mature years, married and made his home until 1S32, when he came to what 
is now Newton County, Ark. He cut his way through the unbroken forest, 
then inhabited by Indians and wild animals, and located on the ~reek that 
bears his name, three miles above Jasper, where he was the first whIte settler. 
He became one of the wealthiest and best known citizens of the county, and 
followed farming and stockraising exclusively until rS?o. when he built. a 
grist mill above Mount Parthenon. This he operated untr.l IS73. :\"hen he blllit 
a mill where l\Iatlock's Mill now stands, and conducted thiS for eight years, or 
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until his death in 1881. In connection he followed farming and merchandising. 
In 1856 he represented Newton County in the Legislature, and in 1::161 he was 
elected to the Confederate Legislature to fill a vacancy. For a number of years 
he was commissioner of public buildings of Newton County prior to the war. 
Socially he was a Royal Arch Mason and politically a Democrat, having affili
ated with that party all his liie. In religion he affiliates with the Methodist 
Episcopal Church South, and is a man who is interested in all that pertains 
to the public welfare. 1\11'. Hudson was an expert marksman and delighted 
in hunting, thus assisting materially in clearing the country of the wild 
animals once so numerous. His greatest day hunting was when he killed 
four bears and five deer. After he had first settled in the country he had 
an experience with a panther which he did not soon forget. He and his 
eldest son, then but a young lad, went into the woods about two miles 
from the house to cut down a bee tree. Mr. Hudson had just begun \\'ork 
when, happening to glance up the ravine, he saw an immense panther gliding 
along. He waited until the animal was within a few yards of him and then 
thinking he could kill it with a rock, threw three or four times but missed it. 
Each time the panther would jum p and snap at the stones, but as yet he had 
not observed Mr. Hudson. The latter made a slight noise to attract its 
attention and was successful. It stood still for an instant gazing at him, 
seemed about ready to spring, and Mr. Hudson grasped his ax ready to meet 
it. Slowly the panther approached, its long tail waving from side to :;ide, 
ane! after crouching for a moment launched itself through the air and on Mr. 
Hudson, seizing the latter's head in its jaws. Mr. Hudson dealt it a desperate 
blow but the ax slipped from his hands and did not touch the animal. He 
pushed the panther from his head and a desperate struggle took place. He 
had a knife in his pocket, but could not reach it but fortunately he had 
brought a butcher knife, a thing he had never done before, this the boy 
handed him. It was his last chance and he plungeel it time after time into 
the side of the animal before it loosened its hold and fell dead. Mr. Hudson's 
arms and body were severely lacerated and he came near bleeding to death. 
The panther was one of the largest of its kind ever killed in the section, 
measuring nine feet from nose to end of tail. M1'. Hudson's own brothers and 
sister were named as follows: Andrew J., who died in this county; vVilliam 
Carroll, died in Johnson County, Ark., and Rentha, who married Samuel 
Bellah, of Lawrence County, Ark. Mr. Hudson had several half brothers and 
sisters. Mrs. Hudson was but an infant when brought by her parents to 
Lawrence County, Ark., and there she was reared principally. Very little is 
known of her parents but her mother was killed by a falling tree. Mrs. 
Hudson died in 1873. She was the mother of thirteen children, viz., Mary, 
wife of Israel Clem, died in Montana; Carroll of \Vyoming, went to Cali
fornia in 1857, and our subject never saw him; Letha of California, is the wife 
of S. \V. Kelley; James J.; Reuben, served in the Confederate Army two years, 
and was killed while in service; Cynthia, died young; John, deceased; Levi, 
died young; Allen, of this county; Andrew]., also of this county; and 
our subject. A son and daughter died in infancy. After the death of his first 
wife Mr. Hudson married a Mrs. Blackwood, and three children were born to 
them: Samuel, Cyrus and Matilda who died young. The original of this 
notice was reared on the farm in this county, two miles above where he now 
lives, and educated in the home schools and at Marble, Madison County and 
Bellefonte, Boone County. In the year 1880 he was married to Miss Nancy 
Blackwood, daughter of William and Sarah Blackwood, who came from 
Georgia, to Newton County, Ark., before the war. In this county the father 
was killed in war times, while at home. He was a Federal soldier. Mrs. 
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Hudson was a ~ative. of Newton County, Ark. By her marriage she became 
the mother of SIX chIldren: Letha Ann, Walter, Oliver, Matilda (deceased), 
Harvey and Mattie B. Since his marriage Mr. Hudson has !i"ed on his 
present farm of 180 acres, one of the best in the county. He has made many 
~mprovements and has followed agricultural pursuits all his life. Socially he 
IS a Master Mason,. Buffalo Lodge No. 366, and is past worshipful master, etc. 
In 1880 and 1884 he was a delegate to the Grand Lodge. He is also a member 
of E. S. Chapter No.2!. In his political views Mr. Hudson is a stanch 
Democrat, and in his religious views a Baptist. Mr. Hudson belonO"s to one 
of the oldest families of this entire region and his father experienc~d all the 
hardships of pioneer life. Our subject's brother James J., was born in the 
year 1838. In the month of July, 186r, he enlisted in Company E, FOUlteenth 
Arkansas, Confederate Army, and served two years, or until the fall of Port 
Hudson, as first sergeant. He fought at Elk Horn, Iuka, and Port Hudson, 
where he was captured and paroled. He then returned home and remained 
there until the close of the war. In November, 1863, he was married to Miss 
Delpha, a native of Tennessee, and the daughter of John and Mary Norris, 
natives of the Old North State. The parents are now residing in this county. 
Mrs. James Hudson died in 1878, in full communion with the Baptist Church. 
Four children were born to Mr. and IVlrs. Hudson: Dennis; Perr\" D.; Rentha, 
wife of C. B. Carlton; and Sereptha, who died when two years of age. In October, 
1878, Mr. Hudson married Miss Victoria Boatman, a nati\'e of l'.Iissouri, and 
eight children have blessed this union: Dora, Rhoda, Belle, Effie, Oscar Lee, 
Edna, Pearl and Hugh. Like his brother, our subject, James Hudson is a 
Mason, Buffalo Lodge No. 366, Jasper Chapter No. 75, and is past worshipful 
master of Blue Lodge. 

FENTON T. STOCKARD. In this country where so many young men are 
thrown upon their own resources at an early age and are often obliged, while 
yet inexperienced and unfamiliar with their own tendencies and inclina
tions, to choose their occupation in life, it can not be expected that the 
most suitable or congenial pursuit will be selected. Consequently it should be 
impressed upon the minds of youth that they ought to begin at an early age 
to practice introspection and seriously study the famous Delphic oracle. 
" Know thyself." They will thus find as suitable an occupation as did Fenton 
T. Stockard, who from an early age evinced a strong liking for law, which was 
apparently just suited to his qualifications and desires. Mr. Stockard is now 
one of the prominent attorneys of Billings, and has been a resident of that 
city for the past twelve years. He came originally from Gibson County, Tenn., 
his birth occurring December, 16, 1867, and is one of a family of six children 
born to C. H. and Patience E. (White) Stockard. The father is also a native 
of Gibson County, Tenn., and is now a prominent farmer and highly esteemed 
citizen of Christian County, residing near Billings. The Stockards are of Irish 
origin, and our subject's great-great-grandfather was born on the ocean while 
his parents were corning to this country, William Stockard, grandfather of 
our subject, was one of the very early settlers of \I'est Tennessee, and was a 
soldier and officer in the War of 1812. He was also in the Seminole War and 
lived to be eighty-six years of age. The father of our subject came to Chris
tian County in 1879, and has since been identified with the interests of this 
county. Public-spirited and progressive, no man in the county is more highly 
esteemed. He enlisted in a vVisconsin regiment under Gen. Thomas, sen'ed 
through the entire war and was in a number of se·vere engagements. He 
received a gunshot wound in the head while in service and has ne\'er fully 
recovered from the effects of the same. The mother of our subject died in 
1884. Shc was born in Tennessee and was a daughter of !II. White, who came 



originally from .t-iorth Carolina, and who was one of the first settlers of the Big 
Bend State. The 'vVhite family is of French descent, as were also the Bryants, 
1\1 rs. 'White being a Bryant and a relative of 'vVilliam Cullen Bryant. Some of 
the early members of the latter family were prominent in the Revolution and 
'vVar of 18]3, and were very wealthy when they settled in Tennessee. The 
six children born to our subject's pareuts are named in the order of their births 
as follows: Fenton T., subject: \Villiam J., died in 1892; John S., attending the 
Missouri State University and studying for the ministry; Sarah Elizabeth, at 
home; Eutherford 1-1., attending school, and James 1'., also attending school. 
The mother was a member of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church, and the 
family still cling to the same. The father is active in political matters and is 
an ardent supporter of Republican principles. The early members of this 
family were \Vhigs. Clement 1-1. Stockard has a well-improved farm two and 
a half miles from Billings and is a substantial farmer of his section. Our sub
ject assisted his father on the farm and attended the district schools of his 
native county until ]879, when his parents moved to Christian County. Here 
he attended the district schools, but supplemented this by attending Marion
ville Collegiate Institute, Springfield High School and Northern Indiana N or
mal at Valparaiso, Ind. In the year 1890 he began the study of law with Hon. 
H. E. Howell, of Springfield, and was admitted to the Springfield b;\[ in 1891. 
He began practicing at Billings and Ozark and has offices at both places. He 
has taken part in some important cases, is well posted in his profession, and, 
although still in the dawn of a successful career, has already won an enviable 
reputation. MI". Stockard was married at Republic, June 21, 1893, to JVliss 
l'l"!ignonette Gregory, daughter of George A. and Ellen (Marple) Gregory, of 
Republic, Greene County, Mo., where Mrs. Stockarcl was born. The Gregory 
family came to Missouri from Canada, and MI". Gregory was a soldier and a 
naval officer in the Civil \Var. His father, Thomas B. Gregory, was captain of 
the "St. Clair" and other ships of the navy during the Rebellion. The mother 
of Mrs. Stockard came from the Buckeye State. She was the mother of four 
children, of whom Mrs. Stockard was the eldest. The others were: Rosie, 
who died in infancy; Maggie, who died when five years of age, and Olive. 
Mr. Gregory is a fanner and fruit grower of Republic, and a man well and 
favorably known. In political matters ]\11". Stockard is a strong advocate of 
Republican principles. He is a public-spirited and promising young man. 

GE()RGE :'II. F()U.ETT. The creditable condition of business life in 'vVest 
Plains, Mo., is due in a great extent to the enterprise, energy anc! intelligence 
of her prominent merchants and manufacturers. Among these may be men
tioned the firm of Holt & Follett, manufacturers. George M. Follett was 
born and reared just outside of the city of New York, his birth occurring Feb
ruary 25,1853, son of D. B. and Eliza (Mason) Follett. The father was a 
farmer and resideu on the Ddaware Eiver. Our subject passed his boyhood 
and youth un the old home farm and received but limited educational advan
tages. Early in life he started in the lumber business, working in the lumber 
fields of West Pennsylvania and those of .l\lichigan, vVisconsin and Minne
sota, and continued there until ]883, when he came to south Missouri. Here 
he took a position with the South Missouri Land Company, and had charge 
of a planing mill at Willow Springs. A year later he took charge of the 
Burnham Mills as engineer. He is a practical engineer and electrician. He 
remaincd at the Burnham Mills until September, ]888, and then went to 
\Vinona, 1\10., where he took a position with the Ozark Lumber Company, 
holding the same onc year. Following this he bought a saw mill south of 
\Vinona and continued this until ]891, whcn he came to West Plains and 
opened a lumber yard, in company with :\1r. Holt. Since then they have 
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been in business together and are doing welL fvIr. Follett has been in lumber 
business about twenty-five years and thorouo-hly understands the same. The 
firn: is doing all kinds of mill work and running a retail lumberyard. Socially 
he IS a Mason, a member of West Plains Lodge, and politically he is with the 
Democratic party. He is a self-made man has ever been industrious, and has 
met with well-deserved success. ' 

JAMES AUGUSTUS CARTER. This gentleman is the able and efficient editor 
of the Baxter Co/Ill!)! Citizen, a paper published in the interests of the section 
and of .the Democrat party. It is a breezy, spicy sheet and from its columns 
somethtng useful and interesting may always be gleaned, especially in the 
editorial department, for Mr. Carter IS a forceful and elegant writer and does 
not hesitate to give his unbiased opinion of all matters of public interest. He 
is a native of Pontotoc County, Miss., where he was born October 30, 1858, a 
son of Benjamin F. and Mary C. (Dixon) Carter, who were born in Missis
~ippi and South Carolina, respectively. The father died in IS6! while serving 
In. the Confederate Army at the untimely age of twenty-seven years, and his 
widow afterward married]. M. \Vylie, with whom she moved to Arkansas in 
1868, locating seven miles south of Mountain Home, where she died a few 
days after her arrivaL The subject of this sketch received his education in the 
Mountain Home High School, and after finishing his scholastic course he was 
engaged in teaching for a few years. In 1882 he was elected county assessor, 
was reelected in 1884, and after the expiration of his term of office he engaged 
in mercantile pursuits with A. A. Wolf, with whom he was associated eighteen 
months. He then purchased the Baxter COII1l(l' Citizell in July, 1886, at which 
time the circulation of the paper was but 350, but under his management this 
has increased to 1,000 or more, and the patronage is continually growing. 
Mr. Carter has always worked for and ad\·ocated the principles of Democracy 
and through the columns of his paper has wielded a wide influence in fa\·or 
of this party. All reforms find an able advocate in him; in fact, his patronage 
and support is extended to all enterprises of a worthy nature and he has 
proven himself a useful citizen and the proper man to have the management 
of a paper. He is a member of the Blue Lodge and Chapter of the A. F. & 
A M., and has represented both in the Grand Lodge of the State and is also 
a member of the K. of H. He is vice-dictator of the K. of H. and is Sunday
school superintendent of the Methodist Episcopal Church South and has 
always taken an active interest in church affairs, having held the office of 
steward for several years and has four times been elected delegate from his 
district to the annual conference. In rS85 he was united in marriage with 
Miss Sallie Hogan, daughter of Griffin Hogan, and by her is the father of one 
child, Carrie. !\Ir. Hogan is a prominent citizen of the county, residing near 
Mountain Home, but owes his nativity to Stewart County, Tenn., where he 
was born in 1822. His father, David Hogan, was also a Tennesseean, and, when 
Griffin was but a lad, moved to the western part of the State with him, where 
he attained the age of fifteen years. The family then moved to Independence 
County, Ark., and located on Black River, east of Sulphur Rock, on a tract of 
woodland. He was a Whig in politics, a member of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church from early boyhood and while in Tennessee was a church officiaL He 
died in r840 after a well-spent life. Griffin Hogan was one of a large family 
and received a practical education in the schools of Stewart County, Tenn., 
and Independence County, Ark. Upon reaching manhood he began farming 
and stockraising on his own account and before the war was \·ery successful 
in this business. Upon commencing life for himself his sole possessions con
sisted of one horse, but by good management he became wealthy. He owned 
a number of slaves, sold them for Confederate money, and consequently lost 
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all. He spent one year as a member of Capt. vVashburn's company and 
assisted in the capture of the Federal soldiers on the Arkansas River, below 
Little Rock, and was also on the Missouri raid under Gen. Price. After the 
war he again resumed farming in Independence County, where he remained 
until 1875, when he came to Baxter County, and has lived in one neighbor
hood for nineteen years. He has made many improvements on his place and 
has a sufficient share of this world's goods to keep him in com fort the rest of 
his life. He helel the offices of constable and justice of the peace in Inde
pendence County, but has never accepted official position since, though often 
urged to do so. In 1843 he married Miss Caroline Lander, who was born in 
Missouri, and who died in 1862, having become the mother of ten children, six 
of whom are living: Andrew, the eldest, was a soldier of the Confederate Army 
for three years. In 1864 Mr. Hogan married Amanda Browning of Independ
ence County, though born in Tennessee, and by her became the father of 
five children, four now living. Mr. Hogan and his wife are members of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, South, and he has been a trustee of the church 
property at Mountain Home for years. He is a member of the A. F. & A. M., 
in which he has attained to the Chapter and Council and has represented the 
Blue Lodge in the Grand Lodge of the State. Politically he is a Democrat 
and as a citizen is one of the most substantial of the county. 

WILLlA~l C. MORRISON. This gentleman is the efficient collector of 
Ozark County, Mo., a position he has held since 1889, and from 1887 to 1888 
he discharged the duties of county assessor. He owes his nativity to the Blue 
Grass State, his birth occurring in Barren County, June ro, 1842, his parents, 
Joseph S. and Nancy j. (Low) Morrison, being also natives ofthat State. The 
paternal grandfather, Steptoe Morrison, was a native of the Palmetto State, 
but was an early emigrant to Barren County, Ky., anel later to Arkansas, in 
which State he spent his last days. Solomon Low, the maternal grandfather, 
was a Virginian, and became a pioneer settler of Barren County, Ky. Joseph 
S. Morrison was born in 11>26 or 1827, and when the Civil vVar came up he 
enlisted in the Fifth Kentucky Cavalry, and being a skillful blacksmith, he 
was made chief of the blacksmith corps of his regiment. He served from 
july, 1861, until his death which occurred at Nashville, Tenn., in 1::;63, having 
proved himself a brave, faithful and conscientious soldier. He was a Master 
Mason, was a stanch Republican in politics, and was a man of unblemished 
reputation. His widow died in Barren County, Ky., in 1886, having become 
the mother of eight children: William c.; Sarah E., who died at the age of 
fifteen years; john, \vho also died young; Abigail resides in Barren County, 
Ky., and is the wife of R. Rinick; Martha A. became the wife of john T. Fords, 
and died in Barren County, in 1892; Solomon M. is a resident of Metcalf 
County, Ky., and the two other children died in infancy. vVilliam C. Morrison 
passed the early years of his life in Kentucky, and at the age of nineteen 
years became a soldier of the Civil 'vVar, and served from May until October, 
when he was honorably dischar.ged. He was married in Kentucky to Miss 
j. Arnyx, a daughter of Preston Arnyx, and sister of Judge Arnyx. Mr. 
Morrison came to Ozark County, Mo, in December, 1870, and located about 
four miles above the mouth of Pine Creek, on a farm, and after making several 
changes he came to the fine farm of 500 acres on which he now lives and 
turned his attention to farming ane! stocktrading, to which he has devoted 
his attention up to the present time. In the conduct of his affairs he is decid
edly progressive in his views, is thrifty, pushing and industrious, and as a 
natural result is in possession of a fair share of this world's goods. He has 
aiways been a pronounced Republican, has always taken a deep interest in the 
political affairs of his section, is a patron of education, and he and wife are 
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active members of the Christian Church. He i, in every particular a self-made 
man, for he began life for himself with no means whatever, and is one of the 
intelligent and well-to-do citizens of the county. He is a member of Robert 
Burns Lodge No. 496, of the A. F. & A. IlL, at Gainesville. The children born 
to himself and wife are as follows: Marcella E. is the wife of Paul Patrick; 
Cornelia F. is the wife of George B. Hunt; U. H. is engaged in tilling the soil 
on a farm near his father; Joseph 1'. is a farmer of the county; l'\ancy B., 
Aaron P., Aurora B. and Izora, at home. 

JAMES CLAl!~OR:-l i\IcNAIR. The subject of this sketch is an intelligent and 
enterl?rising g~ntleman, who from boyhood has been interested in agricultural 
purSUIts. He IS a thorough master of his business, has spent many years of 
his life in developing the country, and is now in comfortable circumstances. 
He was born in Knox Cou·,ty, Tenn., August 24, 1822, a son of Col. Jack and 
Mary Ann (Sherertz) McNair, who were born in Sullivan County, Tenn., in 
July, 1784 and February 5, 1So3, respectively, and were married in Knox 
County, July 12, IS21. They removed to the Cherokee Nation, now Bradley 
County, Tenn., and in IS51 to Union County, Ill., where the father died in 
October, IS52. His widow and children then removed to Pleasant Hill, :\10 .. 
and in this State the mother still resides at the advanced age of ninety-one 
years, her home being with her son James. The father was a well-to-do farmer, 
liberal and generous in the use of his means, and was proverbially kind-hearted 
and liberal in his views. He was captain of a company during the \Var of ISI2 
and some of the Indian wars, afterward he was colonel of militia, and during 
the war with the Creek Indians acted in the perilous capacity of a spy. His 
father, James :'dcNair, was one of the pioneers of east Tennessee, in which 
State he died; he was a soldier of the Revolution and was for mam- ,'ears a 
Mason. His father was an Englishman, and his mother was of \Velsh extrac
tion. James McNair became quite a noted Indian fighter and hunter; his wife 
\vas also an excellent shot with the rifle. On one occasion, during the absence 
of her husband, she heard the dogs barking at some little distance from the 
house and started out to learn the trouble, and soon disco\'ered that they had 
treed a large bear. She returned to the house for her gun, and very soon the 
bear fell a victim to her marksmanship. She skinned the animal without assist
ance and made meat of bruin. l\Ir.l\Ic;'\air returned home one night, after quite 
a protracted absence, to find that his horses had been stolen by Indians. 
Early the next morning he started in pursuit, and after following their trail for 
three da}'s, he came upon them in camp, the horses grazing some little distance 
away. He succeeded in catching his bell-mare, muffled the bell and led her 
a short distance away, then returned for vengeance. He managed to get his 
rifle in range of two Indians, fired, and brought them both to the ground, and 
the rest fled, after which he captured the rest of his horses and returned home 
with them. The maternal grandfather, Coonrod Shercrtz, was a German and 
was one of the early settlers of east Tennessee, where he followed the occu
pation of farming. He died in Knox County when James was a lad, lea\'ing a 
large family. The children born to Col. Jack and Mary Ann ::\IcNair are as 
follows: !'IIyra, wife of Alfred Da\'is, of Bradley County, Tenn.; James Clai
borne; Martha M., who died in Searcy County, the \vife of William Manes; 
John 'IN., of Fulton County, was a ?vIexican soldier and a soldier of the Civil 
\Var; Price, who died in boyhood in Tennessee; Hepzebah is the wife of James 
Carter, of l\Iissouri; Delilah is the widow of George Elam, and resides in 
Kansas; David H. was a Confederate soldier, and was killed during the war; 
Harriet died in Boone County, the wife of John Manes; :::\icholas N. was a 
member of an Arkansas regiment of the C. S. A., and was killed in battle at 
Chickamauga; Lee Bruce served in the Confederate Army four years, and was 
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in many engagements; Josiah, who died in Missouri soon after the war, was 
first in the Confederate Army, but was captured by the Federals and after
ward joined the Northern forces; Irena, who makes her home with her mother, 
has been blind for nearly a quarter of a century; and McMinnless resides in 
Searcy County, Ark. James C. McNair spent his early da):'s in tilling the soil, 
and received but little schooling. In November, 1847, he Joined Company C, 
Fifth Tennessee Volunteer Infantry, and started for Mexico, going down the 
Tennessee River on a flat-boat. At Mussel Shoals the boats collided, and the 
men seeing their danger, jumped into the river for safety, the result being 
that one man was killed and one man drowned, and nothing more was ever 
seen of the boats. The men made their way on foot to below Florence, where 
they took passage on board a boat bound for Vera Cruz, which place they 
eventually reached. Mr. McNair was in but one engagement, and that was 
with guerrillas. At the end of about nine months he was discharged at M eIll
phis, Tenn., after which he returned home, and September 14, 1848, was 
married to Harriet, daughter of George and Malinda Manes, natives of Ten
nessee, from which State they came to Searcy County, Ark., in n'5 I, the father 
dying here about one year later, and the mother in 1864. They were Method
ists in their religious views, and the father was a well-to-do tiller 0 f the 
soil. Mrs. McNair was born in Rhea County, Tenn., August 24, 1832, and has 
borne her husband fourteen children: Martha Delilah, wife of B. F. Henley; 
Polly Ann, wife of Napoleon Rainbolt; Price Marion McDonald died during 
the war at about the age of thirteen years; Thela is the wife of L Q. Thomp
son, of California; William Asbury; Jack, who died in Missouri; Harriet 
Susan, wife of Clinton Pruitt; Sarah Hepzebah, deceased; James C. \V., also 
dead; Ida Jane is the wife of Dr. William Rogers, of Texas; John F.; David 
Bruce; Clementine, who died in infancy; and one that died unnamed. March 
26, 1866, Mr. McNair came by wagon to Searcy County, Ark., the journey 
thither occupying two months. He located on the farm on which he now 
resides, at which time a few improvements had been made, and here he has 
made his home ever since, with the exception of two years during the war, 
which was spent in Greene County, Mo. Mr. McNair is one of the leading 
farmers of Searcy County, and his estate embraces 240 acres of valuable farm
ing land. He also feeds considerable stock each year, and throughout his 
section he is regarded as authority on agriculture. He was first a \Vhig in 
politics, later became a Republican, and has voted for every Republican can
didate for president since the time of Henry Clay in 1844. He was a Union 
man during the war, but took no part in the struggle. He and his wife are 
members of the Methodist Church. Mr. ,lnd Mrs. McNair have fifty grand
children, all living except five; and eleven great-grandchildren living. Mr. 
McNair's mother, Mary Ann McNair, died in May, 1894, being ninety-one 
years, three months and four days old. Mr. McNair has been active in church 
work since he was twenty-six yeal-s old, and has held some office in his church 
for a good many years. He has been a school director, justice of the peace, 
and overseer of roads. When the war broke out he was ordered to the county 
seat to take the oath of allegiance to the Confederate States. I nstead of obey
ing the command he resigned his local offices and took refuge in the mountains. 
In 1864 he went to Missouri, and May 1, 1866, returned home, where he has 
since lived, and has earned the respect and admiration of all who know him. 

HENRY McMILLAN. This gentleman has been a resident of Arkansas 
since 1826, and a resident of Boone COLlnty since 1835. I-Ie was born in Smith 
County, Tenn., December 19, 1814, being one of a family of ten children born 
to Malcom and Joanna (Jacobs) McMillan, who were born and brought up in 
North Carolina, and removed to Smith County, Tenn., in 1805. The father 
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died in Boone County, Ark., in 183;, and his widow in 18;:!. The father was 
a soldier under General Jackson, in the battle of Kew Orleans, in the War of 
1812; in politics a Democrat, and he and his wife II'ere Presbyterians in faith. 
Their children were as follows: Edward, a minister of the I'resb\·terian faith 
was chaplain of an Illinois regiment in the late internal war, die'd at .,\tlanta: 
Ga., in 1864; John, second son, who settled in Boone County, :\rk., in 1836, 
was a minister of the Presbyterian order, died in April, IS63; Robert, third 
son, settled on a farm in Boone County, :\rk., in 1836, died in 18s:; William, 
fourth son, a minister of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church, was accidentally 
killed in a mill in IS55; :'IIalcom, fifth son, died in Lawrence County in [829; 
Henry, sixth son; Josiah died in Texas in ISn; Jason is a resident or 
Columbus, Kan. All the sons brought up families. Jane, eldest daughter, 
became the wife of Rev, Stevenson, and died in 1827. Joanna, who became 
the wife of John Sanderson died in Boone County, Ark., in 1~93. The 
McMillans came to Arkansas at a time when the country was in its primitive 
state, having to undergo many hardships and privations of early pioneer lifl: 
for years. Hcnry l\IcMillan attended the schools of his day, first in T l:nnessee 
until he was twel\'e years old, and later in Arkansas. He was married in 
Boone County to l\liss Frances Gaither, daughter of Col. Beal Gaither, who 
died in 1863. Mrs. Mcl\Iillan died in IS55, leaving eight children: Ja:;per, not 
a soldier, was murdered at the time of the late war; Marion, who was a soldier 
during the late war, died in 1880; Franklin, a resident of Indian Nation; l\Iary 
J. (Martin), widow, with three children; Joanna died in Seba~tian County in 
1879; Eliza N. Roberts died in Sebastian County, Ark., in 18;3, leaving onc 
son; Lafavette Mc, killed accidentally in 1882; and l\1ason, died in ISS..). In 
ISS9 Henry :'IIcMillan married l'IIiss Elizabeth l\I. Douglass, daughter of \\'m. 
R. Douglass, of Sl:bastian County, Ark. She was born in :'IIonrol: County, 
Tenn., in IS32. They had one son born to them, \\'illiam H., who is a farml:r 
and lives with them. He is married, and is the father of one child. Henr\' 
McMillan located on his farm in IS..):!, a part of which he noll' owns. I-Ie 
accumulated considerable property, the greater portion of which was swept 
away during the late war. He has long been a ruling elder in the Presbyterian 
Church, of which his wife is abo a member, and is a substantial, law-abiding 
citizen. For twelve or fourteen years he filled acceptably the office of county 
surveyor. He has been a patron of education, and for years held the position 
of county commissioner under the first system of common schools in 
Arkansas. 

JUDGE JOHX Q. ADAMS. This gentleman is the worthy son of a worthy 
father-Lynn Adams-an old pioneer of this section whose sketch appears in 
this work. Judge .\dams was born on December 22, [858, 011 the old .'\dams 
homestead in this county, and here arrived at man's estate, ha\'ing acquired a 
good education in the district schools and the school of :\Iarshall, as wdl as 
that of Rally Hill, Boone County. In 18;9 he started out to fight life's bat
tles for himself and at first was engaged in teaching the" young idea," and 
connection with tilliwT the soil, and these occupations he continued to SUCCeSS
fully follow for five o~ six years. From thl: time he attained his majority he 
was always actively interested in politics, and in ISS! was elected on t!le 
Democrat ticket to the office of justice of the peace in Hampton TownshIp, 
an office he filled with marked ability for eight years, and in I 89:! he was elected 
to the responsible position of county and probate judge, and is Il,?W.( IS.;!~) a 
candidate for reelectioll. Since ISSI he has been almost constantly 1!I offiCe, 
and in every position to which he has been elected he has faithfuily 9iscI1argt':d 
his duties and has shown himself to bl: in e\'er)' way capable and efficu':nt. He 
has been a member of various county COIl\'l:ntions and was nominatl:d and 
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elected a delegate to the congressional convention the last time it met. In 
addition to his official duties he has looked after his farming interests also, 
and his estate of 180 acres four miles from Yell ville is one of the best 
and neatest in the county, and shows that its owner is a young man of 
thrift and energy. He was married in 1879 to Miss Nancy E. Keeter, a 
daughter of Ex-sheriff J. J. Keeter. Mrs. Adams was born in Marion 
County, on the 31st of August, 1861, and in the neighborhood of where she 
now lives she was reared and educated. Her union with Judge Adams 
has resulted in the birth of seven children: Ethel K, Arthur V., Ezra A., 
Mary S., John W., James L. and Joseph W. Two children are dead, Vilas G. 
and an infant. Judge Aclamshas prospered in all his undertakings and has 
never been defeated in an election, a fact which speaks highly as to his many 
worthy traits of character and popularity. He has been a dealer in real 
estate, has bought and sold a large amount of property, and has probably 
made more money in this line than in any other business. He helped to form 
the school district where he lives, has ever been a patron of education, ar,d is 
a stanch supporter of the temperance cause; in fact, he is an upright, worthy 
and law-abiding citizen. 

REUBEN S. BRANSON. This gentleman, who is the ex-county clerk and 
recorder of Taney County, occupies a conspicuous place among those who 
have achieved eminence solely by excellence of character, without any of the 
modern appliances by which unworthy persons gain undeserved and transient 
popularity. He is a native of Missouri. born in Gasconade County in 1853. 
and the son of Valentine and Alpha M. (Sherrill) Branson, natives of Bledsoe 
County, Tenn., the former born in r8IO and the latter in 1819. The parents 
were married in that county, and soon after removed to Gasconade County, 
Mo. This was about 1844, when they located in the woods. and improved a 
good farm, on which Mr. Branson died in 1876. Mrs. Branson, who was a 
Baptist in her religious views. died in Greene County in 1885. The father fol
lowed farming all his life, and became quite well-to-do. He was a soldier in 
the Mexican "Var and served in the militia during the Rebellion. In politics 
he was a Republican, and was quite prominent in supporting his party. His 
father, Andrew Branson, came to Gasconade County, and died there before the 
war. He was a farmer, and inherited a great amount of push and energy from 
his Dutch ancestors. Our subject's maternal g-randfather, Samuel Sherrill, 
came from Tennessee at an early date and located in Maries County, where his 
death occurred before the war. He was also a farmer. The thirteen children 
born to our subject's parents are named in the order of their births as follows: 
Alfred P., who resides in l\1ansfield. Tex., was captain of the State militia 
during the war; Olivia C. was the wife of Joseph H. Barbarick, of Gasconacle 
County; Galba E, was killed at Kirbyville July 4, 1889, while sheriff of the 
county, he was also in the State militia during the war; Hannah M., deceased, 
was the wife of J. H. Barbarick; Lewis F., a farmer of Taney County, served 
three years in the Tenth Missouri Cavalry with Gen. A. J. Smith; Thomas J. 
is a farmer of Greene County; Mary, deceased, was the wife of Nicholas Young; 
Valentine, a farmer of Gasconade County; Reuben S.; "Villiam H., of Spring
field; Samuel K., of Dent County; Louisa c., wife of Ernest Lloyd, died in 
Springfield; and Chrissa A., died when young. Our subject, who was ninth in 
order of birth of the above-mentioned children, became familiar with the duties 
of farm life at an early age. He received a common-school education and, 
being a student naturally, and a great lover of books, he applied himself at 
every opportunity to study, and in this manner obtained a superior education. 
He attended school at his own expense after attaining his majority. and subse
quently taught school in Osage and Gasconade Counties. In the year 1877 he 
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celebrated his union with ::\Iiss 1Iary T. Cooper, a native of Osage County, and 
the daughter of John B. and Lucy Cooper, who were, probably, natives of Gas
conade County. Later, 1\Ir. and Airs. Cooper removed to Osage County, and 
there bo~h passed the closing scenes of their lives many years ago. l\Irs. 
Branson IS the only one of the family now surviving. Two children were born 
to Mr. and l\~rs. Branson: Lucy M.{ deceased, and James 11. They raised a 
mece, Mary E., daughter of Valentine Branson, who married· A. L. Parrish in 
1,890. After his marriage Mr. Branson went to Brookline Station, Greene 
County, and was in the drug business there for a few months. He then brou"ht 
his stock of goods to Tane)~ County, and located about seven miles above F~r
syth, where he established a general store, and the same year also established 
Branson postoffice, of which he was postmaster for some time. He continued 
in business there until 1884, when he was elected a,;sessor of the county, serving 
in that capacity one term. After that he was elected county and circuit clerk 
and recorder, and served four yeats with credit to himself and profit to the 
people. After this he was in the Forsyth distillery, which he operated one 
year, and then engaged in milling at that place for the same length of time. A 
boarding house next occupied his attention, and he continued this until 1893, 
since which time he has been residing in Oliver Township, where he owns an 
interest in a tract of land. He also owns 160 acres in Newton Township, about 
forty acres of which have been cleared. Socialh' he is a member of Forsvth 
Lodge No. 453, A F. & A. 1\1., and is politicaily'a Republican, and an acth.'e 
supporter of his party. 

GEORGE F. l\1cKn:xEY. No State in the Cniun gives greater encourage
ment to a man who desires to devote himself to agriculture: than does _"\rkansas. 
Its resources are almost inexhaustible, and its climate is adapted to the culti
vation of varied crops. Amon~ the prominent and enterprising farmers of 
Boone County is George F. McKinney, who owes his nati\'ity to Franklin 
County, this State, his birth having occurred on the 28th of January, 1~43. 
His parents were John A. and Lucetta (Fleeman) :\IcKinney, the former 
of whom was born in Alabama in ISOO, a son of George :\[cKinncy, who 
was one of the vel'\' earlv residents of .-\rkansas, and who lived and died 
in Franklin County, lea\~ng a large family. John A. :\IcKinney was the 
eldest but one of his father's famiiv, and was but a boy at the time he came 
to Arkansas. He grew up in Franklin County, becan{e a well-to-do planter, 
and after the death of his first wife, the mother of George F. McKinney, he 
married a :l.Iiss Bourland, and bv her became the father of five children: 
William, who is living in Washington County, .'\rk., and \vas a soldier in the 
Civil \Var; Lavinia. who lives in Franklin County, Ark.; Charles, who resides 
in Ozark, Ark.; Belinda, wife of R. Lesley, resides 1!1 Franklin County, and 
Sterling, who is living in Harrison, Ark. 1Ir. :\IcKinney became a member 
of the Northwest Fifteenth .-\rkansas Regiment, C. S. A., and had been in the 
service bllt a short time when he was killed at the battle of Elkhorn. He and 
his family were members of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church. George F. 
McKinney was educated in the common schouls, and although but a boy 
when the Civil \Var broke out he enlisted in the first comoam' that left 
Franklin Connt)', and took part in the batties of Elkhorn, Cor'inth, Iuka, 
Port Gibson, Baker's Creek, Vicksburg and others. He was wounded at 
::\Iark's Mill, .-\rk., by a gun shot, which unfitted him for duty for a time, 
but aside from this was always at his po:;t. After the war closed he returned 
to his native county, and was engaged in mercantile pursuits until 18;-4, w~en 
he bourrht and located on the farm where he now resides. which farm conSIsts 
of 350 ~cres of fertile land. The place is \n:11 impro:·ed,. with a good :-esi
dence and other buildings, and :!50 acrc:; are under cultIvatIOn. He ha,; gl\'cn 
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considerable attention to stockraising, and has found this a profitable branch 
of agriculture. He is one of the county's most substantial men, is very public
spirited, a Democrat in politics, and is a member of Bellefonte Lodge of the 
A. F. & A. M. He was married in Franklin County to Miss Sarah F. \Vebb, 
a daughter of P. F. Webb, of Ozark, Ark., who came to this State from 
Tennessee, dying here in 1885. Mrs. McKinney was born in Franklin County, 
Ark., and has borne her husband the following children: Etta, wife of \Villiam 
H. McMillan; Ida, wife of \Villiam Bower, of Harrison; John A., who is a 
successful school teacher; Lloyd, who is the wife of 'IV. D. Chauncy, of 
Franklin County; Garland, Nellie, Jean, Charlie (a girl), William, George 
and Joe. Mr. and Mrs. McKinney are members of the Cumberland Presby
terian Church, and he is an elder in the same. 

JOHN A. GIBSON. No theme has greater interest to the biographer than 
that of pioneer times, and the life history of those who have passed through 
that trying period and have made their way to comfort and prosperity through 
hardships and privations, is appreciated by every reader. Such a history do 
we have in the life of the one whose name is given above and who has been a 
resident of this county since the age of ten years. Mr. Gibson was born in 
Giles County, Tenn., December 14, 1824. His parents, John K. and Ann 
(Knox) Gibson, were natives of the Old North State. They were early set
tlers of Tennessee, and the father died in that State in the year our subject 
was born. They were the parents of four children: Nanny c.; Ann B., \\'ho 
is living in Lawrence County, Mo.; Joseph K., a resident of Boone County, 
Ark.; and John A., our subject. Mrs. Gibson came to this county with the 
family in 1840, and in this county passed the remainder of her days, dying in 
1873, when quite aged. A few years after coming to Christian County our 
subject started out to fight his own way in life, and as he was obliged to 
work hard in youth his educational advantages were rather limited. He chose 
his companion in life in the person of Miss Sarah J. \Vilks, daughter of W. S. 
Wilks, who was an early pioneer of this county. After marriage Mr. and Mrs. 
Gibson settled where they now live, on a farm of 40 acres and began to clear and 
make improvements. As the years passed by he added to his original tract 
until he is now the owner of 354 acres of as good land as is to be found in the 
county. From 1866 to 18i6 he was engaged in the manufacture of tobacco and 
his sons are now successfully engaged in that business. At the same time 
Mr. Gibson did not lose sight of the farming and stockraising industry and 
has been unusually successful. He is a self-made man and all he has accumu
lated is the result of his own hard work and good business acumen. In poli
tics he is a Democrat and in religion he and wife are members of the Christian 
Church. Seven living children are the fruits of their marriage: Mary B., \Vill
iam K., C. P., L. P., A. B., Mattie and Ella. Although he experienced 
many hardships and privations in early life, and was many times without 
means, working one week for a pair of shoes worth a dollar, Mr. Gibson's 
industry and thrift brought him to the front and he has made a success of life. 
Mr. Gibson has one child at home and she is not married. The eldest daugh
ter, Mary B., married Frank Cotten and Ella married N. Shananhan. 

HON. ALFRED PETERS. A traveler journeying through Pierce Township 
about a mile and a quarter southwest of Crane postoffice, will see the attract
ive home and beautifully cultivated farm of our SUbject, which evidently 
shows the hand of a practiced and systematic farmer. Mr. Peters was born in 
western Virginia in 1826, and is a son of Jacob and Keziah (Gardner) Peters, 
also natives of the grand old Mother of States. Mrs. Peters died there in 1828, 
and after the father's second marriage, he moved to Clay County, K.y, 
where he remained three years. Returning to Virginia, he passed the remainder 
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of his days, dying when our subject was but a boy. He was a farmer, and 
although uneducated, was an honest, industrious citizen and a man with a host 
of warm friends. The grandfather, John Peters, was a Pennsylvania Duch
man, but an early settler of western Virainia where he lived for some time in 
a fort, and where he spent his davs encraged in farminc until his death about 
1847. Grandfather Gardner died in Virginia. Four"'~hildren were born to 
Mr. and Mrs, Peters, as follows: Nancy died in Baton Rouge, La.; William is 
a farmer in Virginia; Alfred our subject; and ;\Iatilda, who died in Arkansas. 
By his second marriage, jacob Peters became the father of four children: 
Mathias and Isaac, twins, and Susan and jacob both of whom died vounO". 
l'vlathias and Isaac both died young, the former before the war and the" latt~r 
m the hospital at St. Louis during the war. Our subject's early life was not 
very different from that of any boy reared on a farm, only he was left an 
orphan at an carly age. He received but limited educational ad\'antages in 
youth. On November II, 1850, he was married to Miss Catherine Grizle, a 
native of Virginia, who died in l\Iissouri in 1855, leaving two children: Amos 
james, who went to Colorado fifteen years ago and has not been heard from 
for ten years, and Sarah Ann, who is the wife of Peter B. Gibson of Stone 
County. On November II, 1855, Mr. Peters married Miss Eleanor Hilton, a 
native of Virginia, and the daughter of Enos and Anna B. Hilton, who came 
from Virginia to Barry County, :\Io., in IKp, reared a large family, and died 
here. For many years Mr. Hilton was a Primitive Baptist preacher. To 2\Ir. 
and Mrs, Peters \\'ere.born nine children: john B. of Stone County; Anna c., 
wife of john liT. Neill of \Vyandotte Nation; Isaac A .. , died when a child; 
Enos Franklin, of the Chickasaw Nation; :\Iary V., wife of William Neill of 
Stone County; Alice Eo, wife of O. F. Douglas of Stone County; :\"ancy Cor
delia, wife of Walter S. Cuthburth of Cherokee Nation; \\'illiam S. of Stone 
County, and :\lbert Newton. In 1854 Mr. Peters movcd to Barry County, 2\10., 
where he made hi~ home until 1865, when he came to Stone County and made 
his home for one year on the present site uf Crane postoffice. Thence he 
moved to his present farm and has since added to the original tract, until he 
now owns 183 acres with about 160 acres cleared. For a number of years he 
worked at the carpenter's trade. During the Civil \\"ar he served about two years 
in the Enlisted Missouri lIIilitia, Company A, of Allen's regiment, and operated 
in southwest Missouri and northwest _-\rkansas, being in active scouting expedi
tions most of the time. He was never captured or wounded. He had pre
viously served as corporal in the Home Guards. In 1866 he served in the 
registration office of Stone County, and in I88J he was elected county judge 
from the North District. He sen'ed two years and in 1886 was elected presid
ing judge for four years, holding that position with credit and honor. His 
decisions were noted for their fidelity to just principles and law, and no other 
county judge was more prompt in the discharge of his duties than Judge 
Peters. He is a Republican, but not a politician. He and his wife are now 
active workers in the l\Iethodist Episcopal Church, though he was formerly a 
Baptist. 

PROF. G. :\1. SILER. This able, experiencecl and successful educator of 
Douglas County, Mo., is a nati\'e of Holt County, this State, where he was born 
july JR, 1864, a son of Granville L. and Nancy]. (Bohart) Siler, for a history 
of whom see the sketch of J. G. Siler, of Taney County. Prof. George :\1. 
Siler received his education in the schools of Arno, Ava and Sih'er Shade, 
and eventually graduated in the teacher's course from ~he \\'ell.~nown Brad
leyville SchooL He was brought up on a farm, and willie foll~\\"JIlg the pl?w 
or wielding the hoe he learned lessons of perse\'erance and mdustry willeh 
were of tile most material use to him when he started out to fight life's battle 
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for himself, as well as strengthened and improved his naturally strong consti
tution. He began teaching- school in ISS2 and has followed that occupation 
in this and Taney Counties up to the present and has won an enviable reputation 
as an educator, being thorough, painstaking and firm in his management. At 
the present time he presides over the school at Rome, and as he has given much 
attention to school work and has taken e\'ery means of impJ'Oving his methods 
of instruction, he has made a success of this work. In addition to teaching 
he has given considel'able attention to farming and OWIlS a fille tract of land, 
comprising 160 acres, near Rome. a considerable portion of which he de\'otes 
to the raising of stock. He has always supported the principles of the Repub
lican party. has been acti\'e in the political affairs of his section. and in 18SS 
was elected to the office of county assessor. a position he filled with ability 
for two years. He led to the altar Miss Rachel A. Jennings. a daughter of 
Dempsey C. and l\Ial,tha A. (Curtis) Jennings, the formel' of whom was born 
in Kentucky and the latter in Tennessee. They came to Missouri with their 
parents and settled in Lawrence County, were married there. and are now liv
ing in Stone County, at Ponce de Leon Springs. They fanned}' lived on a 
farm near Rome, were accounted among the leading farmers of this county, 
and still own their farm at this point. The children born to them are as fol
lows: Rachel A.; Mary E., wife of James l\Taxwell, of Stone County; \Villiam, 
who resides in Stone County; Thomas H" Tela J. A., Ethel T. and Elender. 
Mr. Jennings was a soldier in Company D, Sixth Missouri Cavalry, and served 
throughout the war, and owing to the hard sen'ice he experienced he has since 
lost his eyesight, for which he receives a pension of $72 per month from the 
Government. He was a strong Union man during the war, and was a partici
pant in thirty hard battles. He is a Democrat politically. IIIrs. Siler was born 
in Lawrence County, on March :q, rR69, and she and Mr. Siler have two chil
dren: Clyde and James C. They lost one son,lrl. They arc members of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, and are highly esteemed in the county in 
which they live. 

G. \V. McDOWELL. This gentleman is one of the oldest and most reliable 
merchants of Yellville, and is in every way deserving the large patronage 
which he commands. He has been a resident of the town since 1868, but owes 
his nativity to the Old Dominion. where he first opened his eyes upon the 
light April 12, r832, his parents being Thomas and Rebecca (Lytle) McDowell, 
the former of whom was born on the Isle of Erin, and came with a brother to 
the United States about ISOO. He--settled in Virginia and his brother in one 
of the Carolinas, and he became a very wealthy farmer and trader. He was a 
finely educated gentleman and of unblemished reputation, and left the heritage 
of an honorable name as well as a goodly property to his descendants. He 
was born in r780 and died in r840, He was married after coming to the 
United States to a Miss Patton, who bore him five children, two of whom are 
living: John, of Batesville, Ark., and Elizabeth, of Texas. His second mar
riage took place in Vil'ginia, and was to the mother of the subject of this 
sketch, by whom he became the father of ten children, four now living: idary, 
of Summerville, Ore.; G. \V.; Cnus D., who is also in Summerville, Ore.; 
Virginia, of Howell County, Mo. 'Four of the others grew up, David, Thomas, 
Sarah and Missouri, and two died young. Kone of the sons took part in the 
Civil \Var except Cyrus D., who was a soldier in the Union Army, Thomas 
McDowell emigrated to Missouri in 1835, and after five years' residence in 
Scotland County, died there in 1:\40, His wido\\', while making the journey 
to Oregon with her daughter, in IS6j. died and was buried on the plains. She 
was a member of the ]\Iethodist Episcopal Church. G. \V. McDowell grew up 
in Missouri, and was given the advantages of the schools of St. Louis, the 
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Edw~rd Wymans Englis.11 and Classical H igh ~choul, and the ]tme~ Com
mercial College, trom \\'hlc11 he graduated, He tirst embarked in business in 
St. Louis in 1850 as a wholesale merchant, and after remainin'" there ;1cti\'eh' 
employed for some thirteen years he came to Yellville and r~ll1ained a shoit 
time, He then rdurned to St. Louis, and in 1 S64 went to Decatur. Ill., bllt at 
the end of three years returned to St, Louis. from there mO\'ed to CO\'in<Tton. 
Tenn., and in IS6S once more came to Yellville, and has since been a suc~ess
ful merchant of the place. a part of the time being associated in business \vith 
others, but the lIlost of the time has been by himself. _-\lthough he has at 
times met with business re\'erscs, he has in the main been sllccessful, and is 
now considered one of the most successful. pushing and enterprising business 
men of northern Arkansas, His stock of goods amount to from $3,000 to 
$5,000, and his average sales amount to from ;1;6.000 to $10,000 annually. He 
is one of the oldest merchants of the northern part of the State,and has gi\'t!n 
forty-four years of his life to the mercantile business, and is now in good 
financial circllmstances. He has always been a prominent Democrat, and is 
the present treasurer of Marion County, and is a very able and efficient one. 
He is a member and trustee of the Methodist Episcopai Church South, and 
for a number of years has been connected with the honorable order of ",Iasons, 
He was married in Yell ville to l\T iss Rachel \ Vilson, a daughter of 1. C. Wilson, 
and a family of four children ha\'e been born to them, t\,'O of whom are living: 
Hallie, who is the wife of I\ eal Dodd. of Yelh'ille; Lillie, who was the wife of 
De Roos Baily, died in April, 1893; ))Iaud, the youngest. is li\'ing in Yellville, 
and John, who was the eldest of the family, died at the age of eighteen months, 
The mother of these children died in l'larch, 1866, a worth,' and consistent 
member of the :Methodist Episcopal Church. . 

HON. BE:\IA~!I); F. \VILLL\~lS():\, A man's life-work is the measure of 
his success, and he is truly the most successful man who. turning his powers 
into the channel of an honorable purpose, accomplishes the object of his 
endeavor. In the study of every man's life we find some main-spring of 
action, something that he lives for, and in Benjamin F, Williamson it 
seems to ha\'e been an ambition to make the best use of his natin: and 
acquired powers and devc10p in himself a true manhood. He was born in 
Moore County, N. c., near Carthage, in 1856, to William W, and Maisie A. 
(Cravens) \Villiamson, the former of whom was a tiller of the soil, and during 
the great Civil \Var was a member of an Arkansas regiment of the Conted
erate Army. He died while in the Federal prison at St. Louis in 1863, and 
his widow in 1871. To their union two sons and two daughters were born, and 
upon the death of the husband and father they were left in \'ery destitute cir
cumstances. \Vyatt, one of the younger members of the family, is a graduate 
of the Colleae of Phvsicians and Surgeons of St. Louis and of the \'anderbilt 
Uni\'ersityof Nasln'[Ue, Tenn., his way through these institutions being paid 
with money which he himself had earned by the sweat of his brow and by 
some help from his brother, Benjamin F. The latter grew up in Stone 
County, near Mountain View, and during his boyhood and early manhood he 
worked on farms or at anything honorable he could find to do, and \:hen 
opportunity presented itself he attended school and mat~e the best l:S~ o~ IllS 
time. After the death of his mother he began to saye IllS money. S::; 1Il \l'mter 
and SID in summer, and after accumulating a sufficient amount he entered the 
Arkansas State University at Fayette\'ille, \,'hich institution he attended ~)ne 
year. He then returned home and was engaged in teaching for a time, at~er 
which he entered the Colle<1'iate Institute at Bellefonte, Boone County, \dllCh 
he attended one rear. Tw~ or three more years were then spent in tea~hillg. 
after which he purchased some law books and began the study of that sCIence 
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but at the same time continued to teach until 1884. He was then admitted to 
the bar and at once entered actively upon the practice of his profession, which 
he has continued up to the present time. He was appointed county examiner 
·in I8i8, and after serving with ability for one term he was elected to the State 
Legislature, at which time he was but twenty-four years of age, the youngest 
member of the House. He was chairman of several very important com
mittees, served with distinction on them all, and won golden opinions for 
himself as an able and incorruptible legislator, from political friends and foes 
alike. He was honored by a reelection to the Legislature, this time as a 
Senator, in ISS2, from the Sixth District, comprising Stone and Independence 
Counties, and served in IS83-4, and was a member of the Committee on 
State Charitable Institutions, was chairman of theCommittee on Engrossed Bills, 
the Committee of State Lands, and various others. He was one of the most 
active members of the Senate, and in 1885 was madea member of the Judiciary 
Committee of that body. He served two terms as a member of the Senate, and 
his career was marked by faithfulness to the interests of his party and section 
and to the welfare of the State. Since that time his attention has been strictly 
devoted to his profession, in which he holds high rank, and he has all the 
cases that he can properly attend to. He has always been a stanch Demo
crat, true to the interests of his party, and an enthusiastic supporter of its men 
and measures. In 1887 he led to the altar Miss Emma B. Barnes, of Inde
pendence County, Ark., by whom he has two sons and one daughter. 

JOH:Ii PERCY CA~!PBELL. The subject of this sketch is a son of Samuel P. 
Campbell, a native of North Carolina, who removed to middle Tennessee 
when quite a young man and resided there until IS6S, when he removed to 
Stoddard County, Mo.; from there he moved to Ripley County in IS7!. He 
served as corporal in Company C, Sixth Tennessee Cavalry, in the Union Army, 
during the late war. He is still hale and hearty, though having reached his 
threescore years and ten, and resides with his good wife near Gatewood, Mo., 
where they are surrounded by a large circle of admiring friends. They are 
both consistent members of the Christian Church. John P., the youngest of 
nine children, was born in Hardin County, Tenn., un the 28th day of July, 
1866, and has therefote just passed his twenty-eighth birthday. He was edu
cated in the common schools of the county and a grammar school at "Varm 
Springs, Ark., where he displayed an aptitude far beyond his years. He began 
teaching at the age of sixteen, and achieved marked success as a teacher. After 
three years as a pedagogue he took a position as "devil" in the office of the 
Doniphan Prospat, where he remain.ed until that paper and the Currmt River 
News were consolidated. He then accepted a position as salesnlan in the gro
cery store of H. H. Hart, of Doniphan. He afterward served other firms as 
salesman until August, 18S7, when he accepted a deputyship in the office of 
the county clerk, which position he held for three and a half years, when he 
resigned that position to accept a position on the staff of the engrossing clerk 
of the Lower House of the Thirty-sixth General Assembly of Missouri. Upon 
the adjournment of the Assembly Mr. Campbell returned to Doniphan and 
accepted a position in the hardware house of J. R. Wright. In the spring of 
1892 he made a trip overland to northern Texas, returning during the sum
mer of that year, and resumed his connection with J. R. Wright, where he 
remained until November, 1893, since which time he has been employed by 
the tax collector and the county clerk, in which latter office he is now 
engaged. Mr. Campbell, besides being an industrious and energetic young 
man, has always been free from the excesses and frivolities that so often beset 
young men starting out to earn a place and a name. Being free from the use 
of strong drink, tobacco and other like evils, he, in casting his first vote in 



OF THE OZARK REGIO);, 309 

Marc~1, 1888, when a proposition to adopt local option in Ripley County was 
submItted, plac.ed himself on record as in favor of the proposition. In 1890 
he was a candIdate before the Democratic primar\' election for the nomina
tion for the office of clerk of the Circuit Court, alld although his competitor 
had .made a model Circuit clerk for more than fifteen years, and though 
the 11lcumbent had an ovef\\'helming ad\'antage in the campaign, yet so popu
lar had this young man become that \vhen the votes were counted it was found 
that a change of only Ii \'otes out of a total vote of 9i 5 would ha\"e given him 
the nomination. In 1894 he made the race for the same position and won by 
a handsome plurality over two of the best young men of the county. There
fore, as the nomination is equivalent to an election, barring Providential inter
vention, I\Ir. Campbell will on January I, 1895, assume the duties of clerk of 
the circllit court of Ripley County. ?lIr. Campbell is not a member of any 
church, yet, while he differs from his father I who is a Republican) in politics, 
his" leaning" is toward the religion of his parents. He is a member of Doni
phan Lodge No. I I I, Knights of Pythia,;, and is prominent in the local coun
cils of the fraternity, holding at present the office of master of finance of the 
lodge. He is unmarried. 

ALBERT HODGES. Albert Hodges is an attorney at law of wide reputa
tion, a man of unquestioned integrity, a close reasoner and a profound 
thinker. He is a l'Iissourian by birth, and has inculcated in him the sterling 
principles of the better class of citizens of the State. He was born in Taney 
County (afterward Douglas County), l"ovember :1, 18.18, and is a son of 
Edmond and Sarah (Garrison) Hodges, the former a native of Kentucky, and 
the latter of \Varren County, Ind., born in IS::?;. The grandfather, John 
Hodges, was a native of Kentucky, and the family moved from that State to 
Indiana at an early date, and thence to Missouri in 1S35- After reaching the 
latter State, the grandfather settled at the mouth of Beaver Spring Creek, in 
Taney County, afterward Douglas and Taney Counties. and followed farming 
the rest of his life. He was one of the earliest pioneers of that section. His 
son, the father of our subject, followed in his footsteps and became an agri
culturist. He is still living on the tract of land where he settled many years 
ago, in Douglas County. 'In r846 he married :\Ii"s Sarah Garrison and immedi
ately afterward began his career as an agriculturist. He has met with unusual 
success and has a fine farm of 360 acres, the same being an ornament to the 
county. During the Civil War he enlisted in the Union /\rmy. Twenty-fifth 
Regiment, and served for six months. ?llr. Hodges is one of the influential 
men of his section, is public-spirited and enterprising, and gives his hearty 
support to all worthy movements. ?Ill'S. Hodges died in 1\lay. IS62. She was 
the daughter of Abner Garrison, who was one of the early pioneers of Stone 
County, coming from Indiana and settling in this county in 1832. Originally 
he was from Virginia, where his birth occurred in ISo8. l'Ir. Garrison was one 
of the prominent men of Taney County and held the office of assessor and 
deputy sheriff as well as many other promin~nt positions. He is now a resi
dent of Douglas County, and in rSi6 he was elected to represent that county 
in the Legislature. He reared a large family. Mrs. Hodges was but fi\'e 
years of age when her parents came to this county. Eight children were born 
to Mr. and Mrs. Hodges: Albert (subject); Susan. wife of John Carr; 1\Ias
shach, a resident of Douglas County; John. also of Douglas County; Edmond, 
the same county; Abner, Rachel and Sarah. The three last named are 
deceased. Mr. Hodges selected his second wife in the person of Mrs. Stone, 
daughter of Bill Pr~er, a~ early settler of. Greene ~ounty. Three children 
were the fruits of tillS UIllOn: Rose, Flemmmg and LOIS. The boyhood days of 
our subject were passed in Taney County on his father's farm, and he secured 

18 
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a fair education in the common schools. When the Civil \Var broke out he 
was only about sixteen years of age, but he was filled with a patriotic desire 
to fight for the Stars and Stripes, and enlisted in Company B, Sixteenth lVlis
souri Volunteer Cavalry, under Col. John Mc1\Iahan and Captain James H. 
Sallee. He was in some of the prominent engagements of Gen. Price's raid, 
but most of the time he was fighting bushwhackers and guerrillas in southwest 
Missouri and Arkansas. In a skirmish on \\'hite River he was injured by a 
falling horse and crippled for life. He was a good soldier and served eight
een months, being among the first soldiers to enlist from his section. After 
being discharged Mr. Hodges came back to Douglas County and worked on 
the farm, and finished his common-school education. In 1872 he went to Ore
gon and resided three years in Union County. II· here in connection with farm
ing he also taught school. Later he entered Christian College, at Monmouth, 
Ore., remained in the same a year, and then again taught school. In 1878 
he returned to Douglas County, and after teaching a year went to Texas, 
where he remained another year. He then went to Arkansas, taught school 
for some time, and subsequently returned to Taney County, Mo., where he 
began the study of law, under J. J. Brown, being admitted to the bar in 188!. 
He immediately began practicing at Forsyth and remained there until 1882, 
when he decided to locate at Galena. Since then he has made his home here, 
h"as met with more than the average success, and practices over a wide scope 
of country. In 1882 he was elected prosecuting attorney of Stolle County, 
and held the office again in 1890. In politics he is a Republican and a man of 
influence. He is a member of the G. A. R. Mr. Hodges has made a success 
of life in a financial way, and aside from a large farm he also owns consider
able town property. He was married, in this county, to Miss Hattie Moore, a 
native of Kentucky, and the daughter of M. P. Moore, who was one of the 
early settlers of Platte County, Mo. To 1\lr. and Mrs. Hodges have been 
born three children: Mattie, Edmond M. and Albert T. Our subject is of 
French descent on the father's side of the house and of English on the moth
er's side. Mr. Hodges is well posted in the organic and pioneer history of 
his county. He tells that Crawford County embraced nearly all southwest 
Missouri as known January 23, 1829. Taney County was ol"ganized January 
6, 1837, and Douglas County, October 19, 1857; so that his father's farm was in 
three counties, being in Douglas now. He believes Solomon Yocum to have 
been the first white settler in what is now Stone County, for he settled at the 
mouth of James River in the fall of 1816. Joe Philibert settled at old Dela
ware Town, Greene County, in 1822, ten years before a store was opened at 
Springfield. In conversing with Philibert before his death, in 1882, Mr. 
Hodges obtained a succinct history of pioneer days from the pioneer. 

JAMES T. PEKN. Among the prominent men of Harrison, Ark., and among 
its most worthy and esteemed citizens, may" be mentioned James T. Penn. He 
is a man interested in the public welfare, and, while he pays strict attention 
to his private affairs. he shirks no duties as a loyal citizen. l-Ie was born in 
Newton County, Ark., August 27, 1854, a son of John Penn, who was one of 
the pioneers of this State from Tennessee, first residing in Johnson County, 
then Newton County, and is now a resident of Boone County. He was born 
in Virginia, September 22, 1822, and his wife was born in Indiana, March 13, 
r825. Of ten children given to them, seven are living: Elizabeth, wife of John 
Murphy; Martha, widow of John T. Wilson, of Texas; John H., who is a 
resident of Dale, Oklahoma Ty.; Mary, wife of John Miller, of Oklahoma 
Ty.; Absalom, who died in infancy; George \V., who is in the postoffice at Har
rison; James T.; Louisa A. (deceased); Jasper 1\1. (deceased); and Alexander 
L., a resident of Oklahoma. John Penn has always followed the occupation 
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of agriculture, and prior to the war succeeded in accumulating a considerable 

amount of worldly goods, but the most of it was swept away during the great 

struggle between the North and South. Long ago he was a Whig in politics, 

was a stanch Union man during the war, and since that time has supported 

the men and measures of the Republican party, but has never been an office 

seeker. He is now living retired from the active duties of life, is a local 

preacher of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and is a man who has given a 

large part of his life to religious work, and has many warm friends in this 

sect!on of the .country. James T. Penn grew up on his father's farm in this 

sectIOn, and owmg to the fact that the war came up at about the time he 

should have been in school, the early education which he received was not of 

the best. He started out to make his own way in the world in 1873, and 

engaged in contracting and building, but in 1875, with his brother George, 

started on foot for the then Territory of Washington, but after reaching his 

destination he remained but a few months. In 1876 he came to Harrison, Ark., 

and entered the land office as clerk, but in 1880 embarked in the mercantile 

business, and continued to follow this line of human endeavor until 1887. He 

has also given considerable attention to mining, and has now a large tract of 

mining land in Boone and l\1arion Counties which is very valuable. In 1891 

he was made postmaster of Harrison by President Harrison, but resigned in 

1893, and has since given his attention to other occupations. He has been the 

proprietor of the Arcade Hotel since 1891, and is also the owner of other 

desirable property in Harrison. He is an active member of the honorable 

order of Masons, is a member of the Chapter and was commander of the Com

mandery in 1893. He was united in marriage with Miss Fannie M., daughter 

of A. S. and Lucinda Reeder, both of whom died in Harrison, Ark. Mrs. Penn 

-is a native of Illinois. She and her husband have four living children: Lulu 

R.; Nellie R.; Lottie L.; Merrell N.; and Blanche 0., Lida F. and James R. 

(deceased). Mrs. Penn is an active member of the :Methodist Episcopal 

Church, and is also very much interested in temperance work, being president 

of the W. C. T. U. at Harrison. Mr. and 1'.-lrs. Penn stand high in society, and 

their friends are many and devoted. Mr. Penn has always been an earnest 

Republican, and in 1880 was elected as an alternate delegate to the National 

RepUblican Convention and has served on the State Central Committee rorthe 

past ten years. In 1886 he was nominated on the RepUblican State ticket for 

the position of chancery clerk, and in 1888 was elected as one of the delegates 

from Arkansas to the Republican National Convention. As a business man 

he is esteemed for his unimpeachable honor, and as a citizen for the interest he 

takes in the welfare of the section in which he makes his home. 

JAMES MARTIN. Industry, uprightness and intelligence are characteristics 

which will advance the interests of any man, and will tend to the prosperity to 

which all aspire. Such are some of the traits of the gentleman whose name 

heads this article, one of the prominent farmers and stock-raisers of the 

county. James Martin was born in 1835, in Tennessee, of which State his 

parents, William and Leatha (Hart) Martin, were natives. Both were born in 

the year 1812, the former in vVarren and the latter in Bedford County. The 

parents were married in their native State, and about 1843 moved with ox team 

to Missouri, locating in what is now Texas County, where they passed the 

remainder of their lives, Mr. Martin dying in 1858 and his wife in 1869. Farm

inc- had been Mr. Martin's occupation through life, and he was an honest, 

enterprising and prosperous tiller of the soiL He was tl:ird in the order of 

birth of nine children born to the marriage of James ;)1artm. The others were 

named as follows: Col. George VV., Alex., Samuel, Polly Douglas, Eliza

beth Ross, Mrs. Mahala Johnson, :Mrs. Nancy Hilderband and Mrs. Hannah 
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Barnes. The .fathe~ ?f these children was probably a native of North Caro
lina, a~d of Insh ong~n. He located in 'Texas County, 1\10., many years ago, 
and dled there prevlOus to the Rebelhon. Henry Hart, James Martin's 
maternal grandfather, was an Englishman, and died in Bedford County, Tenn., 
where he \vas engaged in farming. The brothers and sisters of James were 
named as follows: Nancy Caroline, wife of A. J. Douglas, of Texas County, 
Mo.; Eleanor ]., who died young; Catherine died young, as did also Octavia 
B. and Mahala; Hannah, also deceased, and Perlina, wife of James E. Stewart, 
of Texas County, Mo. James Martin was reared in the wilds of Texas County, 
Mo., where there were no free schools, and as a consequence he received but 
little schooling. In the year IS56 he was married to Miss Nancy Sanders, a 
native of Illinois and daughter of Capt. Peter and Jane Sanders, natives of 
Bedford County, where both were born in the year ISIS. Capt. Sanders was 
with Gen. Price's army during the war, held the rank of captain, and was once 
wounded in the left shoulder. His death occurred in Newton County, Ark., 
in 1882, he and wife having moved there in IS66. Mrs. Sanders is still living. 
Her eleven children were named as follows: Mary, Nancy, Thomas, Susan, 
Jasper, Sarah, Angeline, Elizabeth, Harry, Melissa and Newton. Mrs. Sanders 
is a member of the Christian Church, and her husband held membership in 
the same, and was a master Mason in Dodson Lodge No. 135. To Mr. and 
Mrs. JVlartin have been born an old-fashioned family of eleven children: 
Dialpha Josephine, wife of J. H. Dickey; Jeff Davis; Susan c., wife of J. S. 
Dickey; Jasper; Frances]., wife of John Bowlin; Leatha Catherine, wife of G. 
W. Yates; Samh A., wife of Job C. Heffley; Ephraim T.; Thomas P.; and two, 
Elizabeth and Bartholomew, died young. In IS62 IVIr. Martin refugeed to 
Newton County, Ark., after serving six months in the Missouri State Militia, 
Confederate Army, and in IS63 he joined the United States Army, Company 
D Second Arkansas Cavalry, and was rejected on examination, although he 
re~ained in the service, in first one command and then another, as it was not 
safe to remain at home. When the war ceased he returned to his family at 
Cave Creek, and there he has since resided, actively engaged in farming and 
stockraising. He is the owner of 279 acres of excellent land, nearly all under 
cultivation, and nearly all the improvements on the same have been placed 
there by Mr. IVIartin. For a number of years he held the office of justice of 
the peace, and he has held other local offices. Mr. Martin is a Royal Arch 
Mason, Dodson Lodge No. I35, at Cave Creek, and was worshipful master five 

ears. He was also a member of Jasper Chapter, and represented his lodge 
In the Grand Lodge twice. Pre.vious to ~he ,-var he was a Democ~at, but since 
that time he has been a Repubhcan and IS a liberal supporter of hIS party. He 
is a Universalist in his ~el~gious views, but Mrs. Martin and others of the 
fa111 ilv belong to the ChnstIan Church. 

1i[. M. PEASE. This resident and prominent citizen of \Vest Plains, Mo., 
came originally from the Granite State, his birth occurring January IS, 1855. 
At an early date he came with his father to Missouri, ar:d in t!lis State ~e has 
since made his home .. I.n tl~e year 1877 he started o.ut m . busmess for hImself 
and engaged in saw mdl111g 111 Douglas County. ThIS busmess he has followed 
for the most part ever since. He is also do!n~ business at Dora, Ozark County, 
where he is a member of the Pease MIllmg Company. The members of 
this firm are: C. E., M. M. and A. M. Pease. The mill is operated by steam 
and has a capacity of forty barrels per day. Three hands are employed. Our 
subject and his brother A. M. are also members of the concern known as the 
Pease Lumber Company, located four miles west of Salome Springs, in Ozark 
County. They manufacture lumber and th~ mill h~s a capacity o~ 15,000 feet 
per day. Our subject has made a success m a busmess way and IS possessed 
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of an unlimited amount of energy, perseverance, and industry. Mr. Pease is 
a member of the A. O. U. W., and is with the Populist party. Since 18i6 until 
recently he has been a Greenbacker, and he has ever been active in political 
matt.ers a~d a le.ader in his vicinity. He has been a delegate to the State con
ventIOns, IS chairman of the Congressional District, and is a prominent man in 
the party. Mr. Pease first married Miss Winnie Johnson, of Laclede County, 
and daughter of John A. Johnson. Seven children were born to this union, 
but onl~ three are now living: Walter A., I\Iyrtie M. and Oliver R. The 
others dIed young. After the death of his first wife, Mr. Pease married Miss 
Eva White, a native of Ohio, and the daughter of W. S. White, of Douglas 
County. Three children have been given them: Norton, Byron and Susan M. 
Mr. Pease owns real estate in West Plains and a good farm in Douglas County. 
In a business way he has made a complete success, and seems to prosper in 
whatever enterprise he attempts. He is public-spirited and takes an interest 
in all worthy movements. 

GEORGE W. OSBURN, M. D. The life of the popular, successful physician is 
one of incessant toil, self-denial and care, yet all true followers of the" healing 
art" strive to attain prominence in their profession, regardless of added burdens 
which will rest upon their shoulders. Such a man is George W. Osburn, who 
was born in Gwinnett County, Ga., November IS, [841, a son of Ectyl and 
Cynthia (Nelson) Osburn (see sketch of Dr. M. H. Osburn). George W. 
attended the common schools of Georgia, was brought up to the healthy and 
useful life of the farmer, and when the great Civil \Val' came up was forced 
into the Confederate service, but shortly after managed to make his escape and 
refugeed to Ohio, making his home in Cincinnati from 1863 to 1864, when he 
went to Chicago, later to the city of New York, and then back again to Chi
.cago, where he made his home until 1868. He was engaged in carpentering 
and helped to build many of the early houses of that city. In 1868 he became 
a resident of Berry County, Mo., but two years later located at Thornfield, in 
Ozark County, and in 1871 on the farm where he now lives in Douglas County, 
ten miles south of Ava. His farm consists of 6go acres, and he has now 200 
acres under cultivation, although but small improvement had been made on 
the place at the time of his purchase. His farm is an exceptionally valuable 
one, and is especially well adapted to stockraising, to which much of his 
attention is devoted. In 1868 he began the study of medicine with his brother 
Dr. M. H. Osburn, and in 1871 began practicing that profession in Douglas 
County, and has met with a more than ordinary degree of success. He has 
had many very difficult cases under his control, has handled them with skill 
and ability, and is a very popular practitioner in the south and west part of the 
.county and in Ozark County. He has always been a stanch Republican in 
politics, has held the office of coroner for several years, and is popular with 
his party. He was married in July, 1872, to Miss Mary E. Gilliland, a daughter 
of S. L. and Mary (Grithfus) Gilliland, who were born in Tennessee, the former 
being a son of Alexander Gilliland, a native of South Carolina, who was prob
ably a soldier of the War of 1812. The Gillilands are of Scotch-Irish descent and 
the family is an old one in this country. Mrs. Osburn's maternal grandfather, 
John Grithfus, was a South Carolinian also, and at a very early day located in 
Greene County, Mo., where he died in 1841. Mrs. Osburn had one sister, 
Sarah, who was the wife of N. S. Imes, of Greene County, but she and her hus
band are both dead. After the death of Mr. Gilliland, his widow married T. J. 
Hawkins, who is living in Stone County, Mo., and died in 1856, after having 
borne Mr. Hawkins one child, George. Mrs. Osburn was reared and edu
cated in Greene Countr, and has borne her husband five children: Minnie, 
born October 17,1874; Clarence, born June 19, 1880; 11aude, born Februarr 21, 
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1882; Victor, who died at the age of five years, and another child that died in 
infancy. The Doctor and his wife are among the substantial people of the 
county, and in a business as well as professional way he has been remarkably 
successful. 

NATHANIEL ESTES. This gentleman is prominently connected with the 
farming and mining interests of Marion County, Ark., and he has justly earned 
the reputation of being one of the most enterprising and progressive men of 
the section. He was born in Cannon County, Tenn., November 8, 1847, a son 
of John Estes, a history of whom may be found in the sketch of James Estes. 
Nathaniel Estes carne to Arkansas at an early period with his parents and has 
resided here since he was one year old. His early days were spent in attend
ing school in Yellville, but the last few years of his school life were much 
interrupted by the great conflict which was being waged between the North 
and South. In 1864, at the age of sixteen, he dropped his books to become 
a votary of l'IIars, and enlisted in Company A, Col. Snabel's regiment, J ack
man's brigade, and was with Price on his raid through Missouri and northern 
Arkansas. He was wounded at Boonville, Mo., but remained with his regi
ment and most of the time was on active duty. He was one of the very youngest 
members of his regiment and served about one year before the war closed. 
He then returned home, and after attending a school for a short time he 
started out for himself, at about the age of twenty, and for three years was 
engaged in farming. He then began working at the carpenter's trade, and 
during the twelve or thirteen years that he followed this occupation he erected 
many handsome and substantial buildings throughout the county, making his 
horne a portion of the time at Yellville. About eleven years ago he located 
on the farm where he now lives, and in 1887 he became interested in zinc and 
lead mining and is the owner of a valuable mine known as the Big Buffalo, 
the claim comprising sixty acres. This mine he first opened in 1891 and 
has about 500 tons of zinc on the dump. The Peal Mine, of which he is the 
owner, is located near the Big Buffalo and is also valuable; besides these he 
has other valuable mining property in that section. He has done as much as 
any man in the county to open up and develop the mineral wealth of Arkan
sas and a large portion of his time is given to this occupation. He has been 
successful in the accumulation of worldly wealth and is the owner of a good 
farm of 160 acres, besides valuable property in Yellville and considerable 
mineral land in Searcy County. He was married in 1868 to Miss Lydia Can
trell, a daughter of \ViIliam Cantrell. Mrs. Estes was born in Madison County, 
Ark., October 19, 1852, and was brought by her parents to this county when 
three years old. She and Mr. Estes have eight children: Mary, wife of John 
Hothcock, of Lead Hill; Kenner L., one of the clerks in the land office at 
Harrison; John T., a blacksmith, of Yellville; Ambrose W., who is in school; 
Neal, lVIay, George and Percy. Mr. and Mrs. Estes are giving their children 
good educational advantages and are themselves intelligent and well informed, 
Mrs. Estes being quite highly accomplished. She is a member of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church at Yellville, and I\1r. Estes is a stanch Democrat. 

JAMES W. ROBERTSON (deceased). There is little need to portray the 
virtues or defend the memory of this gentleman, for he lives in the affection 
of his family and friends as a devoted husband, kind neighbor and public
spirited citizen. During the many years he resided in Christian County he 
was to the people all that is required in good citizenship, public enterprise and 
sympathetic friendship. In the love of his estimable wife he found his cares 
lightened, and in the respect of his fellow-citizens received the reward of his 
faithfulness. Mr. Robertson was born in middle Tennessee May 15, 1830, to 
Lindsey Robertson, whose ancestors came from England at an early date. 



OF THE OZARK REGIO:-;;. 315 

The first member of the family to cross the ocean was Thomas Robertson, who 
located in the Old Dominion. The original of this notice left his native State 
and came to Greene County, Mo., in 1837, locating near Republic with his 
parents. There he grew to mature years and assisted his father in clearing a 
tract of Government land, for they were among the pioneers. He obtained 
such educational advantages as those days afforded, and when about twenty
two years of age branched out for himself. He and his brother, T. E. Robert
son, went to the mouth of the Finley Creek and bought the old Lochmer Mill, 
follo\\'in~ milling from 1854 until 1861, when the war put a stop to the business. 
Our subject enlisted in Company F, Fourteenth :\Iissouri Ca\'alry, and was 
appointed captain of the same, serving about a year in that capacity. He was 
then discharged on account of disability, and after returning home took his 
family and. moved to Iowa, residing in Washington County for about a year 
and followmg farming for the most part. In 1864 he returned to Christian 
County and located at Ozark, where he opened a store and engaged in general 
merchandising. The business was first conducted under the title of Robertson, 
Adams & Co., but in a year or so this was changed to Robertson & Yoachum. 
Business was conducted under this title down to 1878, when Mr. Yoachum 
retired, and T. L. Robertson, the eldest son of our subject, came into the firm, 
the name being changed to J. \V. Robertson & Son. Again the firm name was 
changed in 1884, the next elder son, W. L. Robertson, coming in, and it has 
since continued as J. \\'. Robertson & Sons. Our subject was well and favorably 
known all over the Ozark region, and had the confidence of a long and steadily 
increasing line of patrons. He accumulated a good property, and by his 
upright, honorable career won a host of warm friends. In 1886 he was one of 
the organizers of the Christian County Bank and the first president of the 
same, holding that position at the time of his death. He owned a large tract 
of land in this county, and was largely engaged and deeply interested in agri
cultural pursuits. He was also interested in the lead and zinc mines of the 
district. He was ever interested in political matters, being a stanch Democrat, 
and held a number of public offices, among them being county judge. Fra
ternally he was a member of Friend Lodge No. 352, A. F. & A. M., and was at 
one time master. This esteemed and most worthy citizen passed away on the 
farm near Ozark in August, 1887. He was married in Greene County, 110., to 
Miss Martha J. Payne, a native of that county, born in 1835, and the daughter 
of Larkin and Rebecca Payne, who came to Greene County at an early day. 
Mrs. Robertson is now residing in Ozark, and is a lady who is highly esteemed. 
She and family are members of the Christian Church, in which the father was 
deacon for many years. Nine children were born to :\lr. and :'.Irs. Robertson, 
as follows: T. L., W. L.; Mary E., who died when two years of age; Sarah A., 
who was the wife of Dr. A. M. Smith, died August 27, 1893; Lucy j. is the 
wife of Len \Valker, of Springfield; Anna :\1. is the wife of Rev. W. F. Turner, 
of Lexington, Ky.; Rebecca B. resides with her mother in Ozark; John W., 
who is also with the mother; and James A. is a student in Drury College. 
Honest, industrious and enterprising, Mr. RoberL")n will long be remembered 
in the county. 

JAMES D. STA:-;;U:. The farming class of America, and especially of the 
Western States, is noted for the degree of intelligence that is possessed among 
its representatives. Mr. Stanly is one of the most progressi\'e of men: and as 
a tiller of the soil, as well as a merchant, he has been successful, pushIng and 
enterprising. He was born in Perry County, Tenn., to Henry T. and Jane 
(Dickson) Stanly, who were born and spent their li\'es in Tennessee, and 
inherits English blood of his father. He is the eldest living member of the 
children born to his parents, and he and his brother Harrison L. are the only 
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ones living in Marion County, Ark. He came to this sect.ion with an ox team, 
and upon his arrival here had but $150 in money. Havmg been brought up 
to a ~no:wledgc of farming, he began following this ?ccupation upon starti,ng 
out m life for himself, and in 1857 purchased a portIOn of the farm on which 
he is now residing, which at the p:-e.sent time consists of 700 acres of ~ne 
arable land, well adapted to the ralsmg?f all the ~r<:>ducts of that .sectlOn. 
For some five or six months he was a soldier of the Civil 'War, and dunng that 
short time he was a participant in seventeen engagements, among "Yhich .we:e 
Devall's Bluff, Iron Mountain, and all the engagements of the l'nce I-ale! m 
Missouri. In the fall of [864 he returned to Arkansas, and located on White 
River, remained there t\\'o years, and in [865 he and his neighbors fought a 
hard battle with some CTuerriIlas. In 1866 he returned to his present farm, 
and on this farm in 1870"he opened a general mercantile store, and has suc
cessfully conducted the same ever since, a period of twenty-four years. He 
has always been a substantial and enterprising citizen, held the position of 
postmaster before the war, and has long been a member of the Baptist Church, 
in which he holds the offices of deacon and clerk. Mr. Stanly wa!' first mar
ried in Tennessee in r854 to Miss Margaret Blackburn, and a family of four
teen children were given them: Carson W., William H., Albert L., Mary E., 
Joseph H., Nancy]., Thomas W., Marion T., Parthena A. (deceased), John C. 
(deceased), and the others died in infancy unnamed. The wife and mother 
died in 1878, and in r882 Mr. Stanly wedded Sally H. Lancaster, who was born 
in Tennesse.e, a daughter of William H. Lancaster, and by her has five chil
dren: Matilda A., David B., Frances A., Lillie M. and James B. Mr. Stanly 
is a shrewd and practical business man, and he has the satisfaction of knowing 
that the property which he now has, has been acquired through his own 
unaided efforts. 

HON. WILLIAM A. PEARCE. The practical value of shrewdness and dis
crimination combined with strict probity is exemplified in the prosperolls con
dition of those who transact business on these principles. Mr. Pearce is a man 
who has kept fully abl-east of the times in the matter of enterprise, and is con
sidered one of the most substantial and useful citizens of the town of Doni
phan, Mo. He is a native of the Prairie State, bom in Vienna in [861, and is 
the son of 1. N. Pearce, formerly a prominent merchant of Vienna. The father 
came to Missouri in r878, settled in Butler County, and has held the office of 
probate judge almost ever since going there. He is now about seventy-nine 
years of age_ vVilliam A. Pearce grew up in Vienna, Ill., received his educa
tion in the public schools, and then branched out as a printer, working on the Old 
YeOma1l. He left there in IS78 and came to this county, where he became a 
printer for the Prospect. Mr. Pearce was but seventeen years of age when he 
came here and he had but 35 cents to his name. He worked for Pinckney 
Mabrey, was in his office t\\'o years, and then went with T. VV. Mabrey, who 
established the Prospect and the NL'zliS and consolidated them as the Prospt'ct 
News. In 1887 Mr. Pearce sold his interest and formed a partnership with T. 
M. Thannisch and opened a general store. Two years later he engaged in busi
ness with R. E. Lee under the firm name of Pearce & Lee, aild they have 
since built up an e.xtensive trade. They are both live, enterprising business 
men and well deserve the success that has attended their efforts. In 1886 Mr. 
Pearce was elected to represent the county in the Legislature and was chair
man of the Committee on Printing and Library and a member of the Committee 
on Accounts. In 1892 he was elected county treasurer and in 1894 will be 
reelected. He is keenly alive to his responsibilities, fulfills them in the most 
prompt and thorough manner, and even his political enemies have come to 
understand that he is" the right man for the right place." Politically he has 
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always been in strong sympathy with the Democratic party. In the year 1884 
he was married to :Miss Kate S. Holbrook, a native of Hartford, Conn., and two 
sons and a daughter have been born to this union. He is a member of the 
K. o~ P. and the A. O. U. W. Mr. Pearce by his energy, industry and honorable 
deallllg has been unusually successful. He has many friends and the respect 
generally of the best class of Ripley County citizens. 

DR. L. KIRBY. In performing the arduous labors of the general medical 
practitioner, Dr. Kirby has been very conscientious in the discharge of his 
professional duties, is well up to the times in medical lore, and has the intel
ligence to properly apply his knowledge. As evidence of his skill and ability 
to adapt himself to circumstances, when he first commenced the practice of 
medicine, achild of G. J. Howells accidentally got a grain of corn in its windpipe 
and was in a dying condition from the same. Dr. Kirby met the father with his 
child in the street and performed the operation of cutting open the windpipe 
(tracheotomy), thus saving the child's life. He has become one of the fore
most practitioners of the State, and the people of Boone County, Ark., are fortu
nate in having him as a citizen of their section. The Doctor was born on the 
Greene and Polk County, Mo., line December I, 1850, the eldest child of B. F. 
and Serena (Bender) Kirby, the former of whom was born in \Varren County, 
Ky., about r828, a SOIl of Tully C. and Nancy C. (Harrington) Kirby. The 
grandfather was also born in \Varren County, November I I, 1802, his parents 
having been Jesse and Sophia (Choice) Kirby, the former being a Virginian 
and a son of David and Elizabeth (Torrent) Kirby, Virginians also. The 
founder of the family came from England and settled in Virginia long before 
the Revolution. He had three sons, David, Henry and Frank, the first men
tioned of whom married in Virginia and became the head of the branch ofthe 
Kirby family to which the Doctor belongs. Several members of the family 
served in the Colonial i\rmy during the Revolution, also in the \Var of r812, 
John and Isaiah Kirby taking part in the last-mentioned struggle. The Kirbys 
located in Kentucky in 1795, where they accumulated a competence as farm
ers. Tully C. Kirby was one of the early pioneers of Dade County, Mo. 
(1840), and there passed from life in 1889, a well-to-do tiller of the soil. He 
was first an Old Line Whig in politics, afterward became a Republican, and dur
ing the great Civil \Var was a consistent Union man. He had a natural taste for 
medicine and often cared for the sick in his neighborhood without charges_ 
He reared the following children: Benjamin F., Choice, John, James, Eliza
beth, Jesse, Lllcinda, Tully, Nancy and Fred. He and his wife were members 
of the Baptist Church, and her death occurred at about the same time as his 
own. B. F. Kirby, the Doctor's father, was a lad when brought to Missouri, 
and the common schools afforded him an education. \Vith his brother Choice 
he enlisted in the Mexican \Var under Gen. Phil Kearney, and was in several 
engagements. After his return home he married and took up the study of 
medicine with his wife's father, Dr. Samuel Bender, and in 1854 graduated 
from the old McDowell College of :Medicine in St. Louis, after which he 
began practicing at Dadeville, Mo., a calling he successfully followed until his 
death, in 1858. In politics he was a Whig, became a leader in the affairs of 
his section, was a warm patron of education and helped to establish the 
first school in his town, temperance movements also receiving hearty support 
from him. Dr. Samuel Bender, the maternal grandfather of the Doctor, was 
born in Maryland in 1795, a son of Henry Bender, who was born in Germany 
and who came to the United States about 1785. The family afterward moved 
from Maryland to Pennsylvania, thence in 18IS to Madison, Ind., and there, in 
1820, Dr. Bender married Miss Mary A. Dawes, a nati\-e of Boston, a daughterof 
Caleb and Susan Dawes, who came to this country from England in 1778 and 
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settled first in New York and later in Boston. Dr. Bender was by trade a 
carpenter, was a skillful workman, and built the first winding stairs west of 
the Alleghany Mountains. He fitted himself for the practice of medicine in 
the Medical Department of the Transylvania University, did his first work 
in this line in Tennessee, and in 1841 became a resident of Dade County, Mo., 
and eventually one of the most successful physicians of that section, his ser
vices being called into requisition for many miles around. He died in 1867, 
having first been a Whig and later a Republican in politics. He was a surgeon 
in the Union Army for a short time during the war, was a member of the 
Christian Church and an active worker in the same. He reared the following 
children: Samuel, Selina, Clay, Serena, Ormal, Cerella, Oscar and Anneta. 
After the death of F. B. Kirby, his widow made her home with her brother, 
H. C. Bender, and there she was married in 1861 to Allen Scott, and died in 
Jasper County, Mo., in 1887, a worthy member of the Christian Church. To 
her first marriage three children were born: Dr. L.; Loretta, wife of J. O. 
Nicholson, of Harrison, Ark.; and an infant that died unnamed. The second 
marriage resulted in the birth of three children: Clarence L., Benjamin and 
Izora M. The boyhood days of Dr. Kirby were spent on a farm, and at the 
age of six years he entered the common schools, which he continued to attend 
up to 1867, with the exception of a considerable portion of the time during 
the war. He made his home with his step-father up to 1867, then went to 
Greenfield, Mo., to make his home with his grandfather Bender, but the death 
of the latter occurred one year later, and he then went to Mound City, Kan., 
and lived with an uncle, Dr. O. C. Bender, who was a graduate of Jefferson 
Medical College of Philadelphia, Pa. He attended the public schools of 
Mound City and worked in a drug store, the while studying medicine, of which 
he finally took full charge and-conducted the same successfully up to 186g, at 
which time he moved to Pleasanton, where he continued to conduct a drug 
store. In 1870 he returned to Dade County, Mo., and having commenced the 
study of medicine in 1868, he began practicing in Boone County in April, 
1871, and here has since made his home. He graduated from the St. Louis 
Medical College in 1876, and he has since become one of the most prominent 
medical men of the State. He is a member of the State Medical Society, the 
Boone County Medical Association, and throughout life he has been an active 
and leading Republican politically. He was married in Harrison to Miss R. 
V. Crump, a daughter of Beverly Crump, of Virginia, and to the Doctor and 
his worthy wife the following children were born: Royal (deceased), Nora, 
Frank, Leonidas, Leander B., Hodgen H. and Alexander C. Dr. Kirby and 
his wife are members of the Christian Church and they stand high in the 
social circles of Boone County, as does he also in medical circles. He has 
practiced in all the counties of northern Arkansas, and has been very success
ful in the noble art of healing, and at the present time has by far the largest 
practice of any physician in the county. He has always taken much interest 
in education, and all material and moral interests of the country. 

WILLIAM E. McDOWELL. Given the ordinary average of intelligence and 
good judgment· and a fair education, any man may make a success in the 
avenues of trade. In the profession of law he must be endowed with superior 
intelligence and have gone through years of careful study and training to be 
able to cope with the brilliant minds which do honor to the bench and bar. 
William E. McDowell, attorney at law, of Galena, Mo., is a gentleman of well
known ability and one who is an ornament to the profession. He is a native 
of Stone County, born one mile above the mouth of Flat Creek, at the old 
town site of Cape Fair, January 31, 1840. That town was undermined and fell 
in, and was completely destroyed during a big flood, about the year 1855. He 
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is a son of \;Viley and :Ylargaret (\Villiams) l\IcDowell. The former was born 
in Simpson County, Ky., in 1814, moved to Stone County, Mo., in 1838, and 
settled on a farm one mile below the mouth of Flat Creek near where the 
town of Cape Fair is no\:; situated. There he lived until 1854: when he moved 
to another farm three ml,es southwest of Galena, on which he made his home 
until his death in ]anua:y, 1875, at the age of sixty-one years. His father, 
John McDowell, of Enghsh descent, was for many years a resident of Simpson 
County, Ky., and died there in 1873. The mother of William E. l\IcDowell 
was born in Simpson County, Ky., and in 1830 was married to \Vilev McDowell 
with WhO;l1 she came to Missouri in 1838 .. She was called from'life in 1852: 
after havmg become the mother of twelve children: John c., ElviraA., \ViIliam 
E., Zachariah, Nancy j., Elizabeth, Henry, Robert, Elijah and Joseph, and two 
others, the last three having died in infancy. After the death of the mother 
of these children, the father re-married in 1854, Nancy Dennis becoming his 
wife .. She was th~ widow of Hugh Dennis, an early resident of the county. 
To thls second umon four chtldren were born: George \V., Rebecca, Eliza E. 
and Nancy M. 'Wiley McDowell was always a Democrat in politics, and as a 
citizen he was highly respected by all. The boyhood days of William E. 
McDowell were spent on a farm near Cape Fair, Mo., and he was energetically 
engaged in tilling the soil and sawing lumber when the Civil War came on, 
but he abandoned the plow and saw-mill to take up arms in defense of the 
American flag, and on May 16, 1861, he enlisted in Capt. Wm. A. Carr's 
Company B, Stone County, Mo., Home Guards, from which he received 
honorable discharge November 6, 1861. In the spring of 1862 he pitched a 
crop on White River, four miles below the mouth of the James River, but 
divided his time about equally in plowing and hiding in the brush, during 
which period he was taken prisoner twice by the bushwhackers, but each time 
he successfully evaded their grasp. Growing tired of a mixture of farming 
and warfare, he on August 10, 1862, enlisted in Company G, First Arkansas 
Cavalry, under the celebrated Capt. R. E. M. Mack, with which he faithfully 
served until September, 1865, ranking part of the time as non-commissioned 
officer. His first engagement was at Yocum Creek, Ark., where the Federals 
were badly used up. He also took part in the fights at Cassville, 1\10., 
Berryville, Ark., and the three hard-fought battles at Newtonia, Mo., all in the 
early fall of 1862, and at Prairie Grove in December, 1862, where his regiment 
lost their entire wagon and ambulance train, with their loading, teams and all, 
except one ambulance which carried the regimental flag. His regiment lost, 
in killed and prisoners, sixty odd men on that memorable day. He was in the 
battle of Ft. Smith, Ark., in 1863, and was in numerous other engagements 
and skirmishes, being with his command at the notorious battle at and retreat 
from Saline River, under Thayer and Steele, where they lost most of their 
train and heavy artillery. After that his regiment returned to Fayetteville, 
Ark., where a post was established which was held through seven different 
engagements. The last engagement in which he took part was with General 
Fagan at Fayetteville, A;k., ',:hen ~rice was returning from his l<l;st raid in 
l\lissouri. On that occasIOn hlS reglment alone held the town agamst seven 
thousand assailants, and on that day he fired eighty-four rounds, the enemy 
surrounding the town, driving the regiment into the fort at 8 o'clock A. M., and 
keeping them there until night came and gave relief. He \\:as wound<;d in the 
right thigh and calf of th~ same leg at Van Bure~, Ark., which ~ept him .from 
active service for some time. He was taken pnsoner three different times, 
but managed to make his escape and rejoin his command. On the last 
occasion he was watched with such vigilance that he barely escaped while his 
captors engaged a small squad of Federals in the darkness of night. On 
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being discharged in 1865 he returned to farming and saw-milling. In 1873 he 
was elected justice of the peace, which office he held most of the time until 
1878, when he was elected judge of probate for Stone County. In 1882 he was 
reelected to the same position, holding it until January, 1887. During that 
time he took up the study of pension laws under King Brothers, of 'vVash
ington, D. c., and after a thorough and exhaustive prepara:ion he was admitted 
to practice in the Interior and Pension Departments in 1890, and is now a 
successful practicing pension attorney and the only lawyer of Stone County 
who has donned the strait-jacket of the Interior Department. He informed 
me that he had 170 claims on his books, the majority of which are already 
allowed. He is considered one of the well-informed men of his county, not 
only in his profession, but on all subjects, and he has a sufficient patronage to 
keep him constantly employed. He has always been a Democrat in politics, 
and has at all times interested himself in the success of his party, but the 
President's veto of the seigniorage bill shook the very foundation plank of his 
platform, and it is not known how many more such shocks he can stand and 
be a loyal Democrat. vVilliam E. McDowell was born and reared in Stone 
County, is fifty-four years old, has never resided outside of Stone County. 
Although he at pne time owned land in Arkansas, he never established his 
residence there. He now owns twenty acres of land near the celebrated 
Galena Medical Springs, on which land there is a sixteen-room hotel building 
,erected, where the people gather in great numbers to drink the water and to 
take baths during the hot season. Mr. McDowell himself, being an invalid 
since 1867, finds immense relief in these springs. He is a loyal and consistent 
member of the Church of Christ, having been buried with Christ in baptism 
on August 13, 1873, since which time he has not turned to the right or to the 
left, but has continued (as he says) to keep his face set toward Jerusalem. 

VVILLIAM HARRISON CECIL, is a dry 'goods merchant in Harrison, Ark. 
(July 9, 1894), and was born in Newton County, Ark., on July 9, 1854. His 
parents were Riley and Sarah J. (Harrison) Cecil, the former born in Ar
kansas July 10, 1829, the latter in Tennesse, April 11, 1835. Riley was a son of 
Solomon Cecil, who was born in Tennessee in 1786, and who was married to 
Sally Hatfield, in Tennessee, in 1814. There were born to them seven sons and 
two daughters, Riley being the fifth child. Two sons and one daughter are 
now living in Visalia, Cal. Solomon Cecil moved to Arkansas in 1827, and 
settled in Newton County, on what is now known as Cecil Fork of Buffalo 
River, he being among the first settlers in this part of the country. At 
that time there were no settlers nearer than what is now called Yellville, 
then called Shawnee Town, being forty miles away, and this was where he had 
to do his milling. On Buffalo River the cane grew very thick and tall, 
growing as high as fifteen to twenty feet, on which horses and cattle would 
live throughout the winter without any other food; hogs would live there on 
the mast. He had to raise only corn and vegetables for the use of the family, 
wheat not being raised, as there were no wheat mills. Honey was plentiful in 
the woods, as was also game, such as bears, deer and turkeys, and his family 
were never without bear meat, venison and turkey. There were also wolves, 
panthers, wildcats and other wild animals. It was a frequent occurrence for 
bears to come near the hOllse in daylight and catch his hogs, it being so 
frequent that when he ,heard a hog squeal he would get his gun and go to the 
hog, expecting to see a bear. When he went to mill he had to leave his wife and 
children alone, and one can imagine how lonely they were, the wolves "howling 
around the house and the family expecting every moment that they would break 
through the clapboard door into the house. To show how plentiful deer were, 
on one occasion he and his brother went hunting on Monday morning and re-
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turned \Vednesday, having killed fourteen deer and several turkeys. At this 
time money was very little in use here, bear skins, peltry and furs being used in 
exchange for merchandise. At this time calico sold at 75 cents per yard 
and sheeting at So cents. He lived on Buffalo Ri\"er two or three years be
for,e th.ey had any preaching, When the preacher came (who was a Meth
odlst), It was on the week-day, and the entire settlement would turn out to 
hear him, the services being conducted at some of the neighbors' houses 
(schools being unknown there at that time). In a few years, howe\"er, a 
sch,ool teacher moved into the settlement and opened a school in a house 
which was vacated by one of the neighbors. Occasionally an Indian would 
come into the settlement, ostensibly looking for something that he or his 
family might have left on their journey toward the setting sun, but he would 
disappear as mysteriously as he came, without molesting any of the settlers. 
After twenty-nine years of pioneer life, he died in 1856. After the death of 
Grandfather Cecil, his widow, Sally Cecil, together with all her children, except 
one son, and the most of her relatives. started, in the spring of ISS7 on an 
overland journey to California, and was in the wagoll train of which a part was 
massacred in Utah by the Mormons and Indians, known in history as the 
Mountain Meadow Massacre. Two days before the massacre she and her 
sons and a few others took another trail and thus escaped a horrible death. 
Sally Cecil died at Visalia, Cal., about ISSO, Riley Cecil was married to Sarah 
J. Harrison September 10, IS52, she being daughter of R. \Y. and Clerinda 
(Austin) Harrison. He lived on Buffalo River, on a farm where he had spent 
most of his days. He was a successful tiller of the soil. Two children were 
born to them: \ViIIiam H. and IIiar}, Jane (the latter on July II, IS56). On 
February 10, rS56, Riley Cecil died, and was buried at the family burying 
ground. When Grandma Cecil left for California, Sarah J. Cecil went to live 
with her father. In ISSS R. W, Harrison, with his family, mo\'ed to Bluff 
Springs, Ark., in order to send his children to school, it being then the school 
center of this country. \Villiam H. attended school there about two years, 
going to one five-months' term without missing a single day. During the time 
he attended school he completed the first and second readers, At the 
approach of war, in IS60, Grandfather Harrison mo\'ed back to Jasper, Ark., 
where he remained until the winter of 186-1, when he moved to near Springfield, 
Mo., on the 'Widow Eastham's farm, which farm he cultivated one year. The 
next year, IS66, he moved on Lewis Crenshaw's farm, three miles south of 
Springfield. Mo. During the summer William H. attended the public school. 
He had to commence again at the "ab, ac, and ad's," for during the war he had 
forgotten most all he had learned at Bluff Springs. In the winter of IS66, 
Grandfather Harrison moved back to Jasper, to find his tarm grown up WIth 
briers and bushes and his houses burned, but he went to work with a will and 
soon had a house for his family and the farm cleared up. Grandfather 
Harrison was born September 26, ISIO, died March 15. ISS:? Clerinda 
(Austin) Harrison is still living and enjoying good health. She was born 
October 4, ISI6, and lives with her daughter, Mrs. A. F. Davis, in Harrison. 
After returning from Missouri, William H. being thirteen years old, Sarah J. 
Cecil decided to leave her father's house and battle with the world for a li\·ing. 
Mr. A. F. Davis, her brother-in-law, had preceded her father from Missouri, 
and had rented a double log house and some land. He offered her one room 
and what land \VilIiam H. could culth'ate. She accepted the offer and took 
ten acres to cultivate in corn, \Villiam H. doing the plowing and she the 
hoeing. On one occasion when part of the crop needed plowing very badly, 
Mr. F. S. Baker closed his store one afternoon and kindly helped plow. The 
next year the grandfather gave Sarah J. Cecil some town lots in Jasper and 
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built her a house on them. She rented land near by, and vVilliam H. culti
vated it, and by this means made support for the family. William H. 
attended the public schools, which were then taught in Jasper, in July, 
August and September, and attended subscription schools during the win
ter. In this way William H. and Mary J. secured a common-school education. 
On September 14,1874, Mary J. was married to John Womack, of Harrison, 
Ark., where they now reside. They have had eight children, all living except 
two. Mr. \Vomack has lost his eyesight, but he has means to support his 
family. After the marriage of Mary]., mother and son continued to live 
together, and she still lives with him. On March I I, 1875, William H. was 
married to Virginia Letitia Baker, daughter of Andrew and Polly Baker. 
Mrs. Cecil was born in Virginia, October 9, 1854. (See sketch of F. S. Baker.) 
There have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Cecil six children, three sons and three 
daughters, of whom all are living except one daughter. Their names are as 
follows: Hattie Vivian was born December 19, 1875; Riley Bently was born 
April 20, 1880; Mintie Ora was born November 19, 1885, and died February 26, 
1886; 'Walter \Vesley was born August 26, 1887; Troy Otis was born February 
13, 1890; Lulu Evangel was born June 2, 1893. Hattie Vivian attended the 
public schools of Harrison, and in June, 1892, she graduated in the high school 
department, under the instructions of Prof. H. P. Burney. In September of 
the same year she attended Stephens' Female College, at Columbia, Mo., and 
in June, 1893, graduated in the school of English, degree of B. L. Returning 
home in the same year, she was employed as a teacher in the public school 
of Harrison. This school employs seven teachers, of which Prof. C. L. Scott 
was superintendent. During the two years vVilliam H. was eighteen and 
nineteen, he taught two three-months' terms of public school. He com
menced his business career by selling groceries for John \Vomack at Jasper, 
for which services he received $16.66 per month, boarding himself. In March, 
1877, together with his mother, he moved to Harrison, Ark., and in August of 
the same year accepted a position as assistant in the postoffice under Mr. F. 
S. Baker. With what he had saved from his wages, and from the sale of some 
stock, his wealth consisted of $300. \Vhen he came to Harrison he invested 
$150 in a house and two lots for a home, and the other $150 he invested, 
together with an equal amount by Mr. F. S. Baker, in a stock of groceries. 
At this time they paid 25 cents per pound for green coffee and 13 cents per 
pound for brown sugar. In the spring of 1880, Messrs. Baker and Cecil bought 
Mr. E. Stillwell's stock of groceries and hardware, amounting to about $1,300, 
for which they went in debt to him for $700. They soon reduced the stock 
and paid the $700. They continued this business until the fall of the same 
year, when Mr. Z. W. Murphy was taken into co-partnership with them, and 
they added a stock of dry goods. On account of his wife's ill health, Mr. 
Murphy did not continue in business but a few months, selling his interest to 
Messrs. Baker and Cecil, who continued the business in connection with the 
postoffice until the spring of 1883. when Mr. Cecil sold his interest in the 
store to Messrs. Phillips and Baker, for whom he worked two years as sales
man and book-keeper. In April, 1885, Mr. Cecil engaged in the dry goods 
business alone, employing James A. Flinn as salesman, who remained with him 
until June, 1890., In May, 1888, Mr. Cecil took asa partner in his business Mr. 
A. F. Davis, at the same time buying the entire stock of merchandise and the 
business house of Messrs. J. T. & G. W. Penn, the transaction involving $9,000, 
at this time employing J. N. Paul as salesman, who is still with him. In the 
fall of 1890, Messrs. Cecil and Davis mutually dissolved partnership by divid
ing their stock of merchandise, ;Vir. Davis moving in an adjoining house. In 
October, 1892, both of their store buildings were burned, they saving most of 
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thei;- f;'oods. In May, 1893, :'IIr. Cecil built the one-story brick building, 
22X80 teet, on the southwest corner of the public square, which he now occu
pie:. He carries a S6,000 stock of merchandise, consisting of dry goods, 
notions, boots and shoes, hats, and men's and bovs' ready-made c1othinn'. He 
is doing a good bu;,iness, amounting to .from $12,000 to 'SI5,000 per yea~. He 
buys for cash, gettl!1g the very lowest pnces and all discounts that are offered. 
Besides his ,'aluable town property, he is the owner of 319 acres of excellent 
farm land near Harrison, all of which has come into his possession by his own 
efforts. He is recognized as being one of the leading business men of Harri
son. Although a stanch Republican in politics, he is not a politician. He has 
held a few city offices, but is not inclined to want office. He and wife and 
oldest son hold their membership with the Cumberland Presbyterian Church, 
of which he is an elder. He is also the superintendent of their Sunday-school. 
All measures educational, religious and moral are heartily supported by him. 
He attributes his success in business, first, to sdecting a business and sticking 
to it; second, by exercising economy in his business; third, by asking his 
Heavenly Father to help him in temporal as well as in spiritual things. 

Z. 2\1. HORTON was born in territory now embraced in Stone County, Ark., 
September 2i, 1858. :'Ioved with his parents to North Carolina in 1861, and 
returned to Arkansas in 1869, and has ever since resided in Baxter County,Ark. 
\Vas educated at Mountain Home Male and Female Academv, of :'Iountain 
Home, Ark. Quit school at the age of eighteen, and began "to teach in the 
public schools of the country, and read law at night and on Saturdays. 
Continued this course most of his time until he was twenty-one years of age. 
when he was licensed to practice law in 1879. Began the practice of the law at 
his present location, Mountain Home, Ark., in January, 1880, and has been very 
successful, both from professional and financial standpoints. Has accumulated 
considerable property. In politics a Democrat; never held any office, except 
that of Democratic presidential elector for Fifth Congressional District of 
Arkansas in the campaign of 1888. Has never been an office-seeker. Has 
devoted his time to the study and the practice of the law. 7IIarried Miss Kate 
Paul Hicks October 9, 188i. Has two children: a girl, Lucille, five years old, 
and Paul, a boy of two. A man of medium size. light complexion, and has 
always enjoyed splendid health. Second son of Dr. M. W. Horton, an old pio
neer of Arkansas, who was one of the first settlers of Searcy County. His 
father was born and reared in Yancey County, N. c., and came to Arkansas 
when quite a young man. 

DAVID l\L-\G~ESS. It matters little what vocation a man selects as his life 
occupation so long as it is an honorable one. If he is an honest, upright man, 
courteous in his intercourse with his fellow-men, and possessed of the average 
amount of energy and perseverance, he is bound to make a success of what
ever he undertakes. One of the most noted and successful firms in Newton 
County is that of Cantrell, Magness & Co., general merchants, cotton buyers, 
etc., of Western Grove. David Magness is a native of this State, born in Ma
rion County in 1845, and he is a son of Samuel and Almira (Onstott) ;\Iagness. 
The father was a native of the Old North State, born in ISIS, and came with 
his parents to i\Iarion County, Ark., at a very early day. There he grew to 
mature years, received a limited education, and married. A prominent and 
successful farmer and stockraiser, and an honest, industrious citizen, no man 
in the count\' had more friends. His death occurred in Marion County in 1857, 
when in the 'prime of life. He was a Free-Will Baptist in his religious belief. 
His brothers and sisters were named as follows: Joseph, William, \\'ilshire, 
Robert, Hugh, Teaff, Elizabeth, Annie, and Jane, who is the wife of ~Ir. l'um
phry, of Lead Hill, the only one now living. Their father, Joseph i\Iagncss, 
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came to Marion County in a very early day and settled in Pawpaw thickets, 
where he improved a good farm, and died many years ago. He was a promi
nent farmer and stockraiser. The mother of David Magness died in 1875. when 
fifty-three years of age. She held membership in t~e Christian Church. Her 
father, David Onstott, came to Taney County, Mo., 111 a very early day, located 
at the mouth of Beaver Creek, and improved a good farm. There his death 
occurred many years ago. He had two sons: Mariam, who went to California 
in an early day, and Henry, who died before the war. He also had several 
daughters. David Magness is the eldest oi seven children, as follows: \\,ill
iam, of Lead Hill; Parthena. deceased, was the wife of Peyton Keesee; Eliza, 
deceased, was the wife of Isaac Keesee; Annie. wife of Isaac. Keesee; I'atsey, 
deceased, was single, and Margaret F., deceased, was also smgle. Owing to 
circumstances over which he had no control Mr. Magness received a very 
limited education in his youth. \Vhen the war b1'Oke out he served a short 
time in the Confederate Army, and then took a trip to Texas, where he 
remained for some time. Returning, he was married in 1872 to Miss Savannah 
J. Hefner, a native of Georgia, and the daughter of Levi Hefner, who came to 
Marion County in 1868. Mrs. Magness died in 1890, leaving three children: 
Horace R., Bertie M. and Ottlls H. In 1890 Mr. Magness married Miss Para
lee Roland, daughter of Robert and Jane Roland, old settlers of Boone County, 
where Mrs. Magness was born. In the year 1853 Mr. Magness began merchan
dising at Powell, Marion County, and six years later moved to Lead Hill, where 
he had a thriving business until 1880. He then moved to Western G1'Ove, 
where he farmed for eight years, and then the present firm was established. 
This is the strongest mercantile firm in the county, and one of the most p1'OS
perous in northwest Arkansas. Mr. Magness is a thoroughgoing and live 
business man, and all his enterprises meet with success. During the year 1893 
the firm's sales amounted to over $35,000, and thus far this season has handled 
535 bales of cotton. Mr. Magness has full charg-e of the business, as Messrs. 
Cantrell and Pumphrey are established at Lead Hill. He resides one-half mile 
north of town, where he has a fine farm of 148 acres, well improved and well 
stocked. He started in business in 1870 with $250, and his success is due to 
his energy, perseverance and good management. He is a member of the 
Christian Church, as was also his first wife, but the present wife holds mem
bership in the Methodist Church. In politics he is a Democrat. 

L. G. EBLEN. Coming to Howell County, Mo., when ten years of age, 
L. G. Eblen has since made for himself an honored position among the repre
sentative men of the county, and has been closely identified with many of its 
best interests. He is at present the county collector and his reputation is not 
merely local, but extends over a wide stretch of country. Mr. Eblen is a 
native of Tennessee, born in Weakley County, July 17, 1859, and the fourth 
in order of birth of seven children born to Isaac and Sarah (Harvey) Eblen. 
The elder Eblen was born in Henry County, Tenn., in 1824, and is descended 
from an old and honored family in this country. He grew up in Tennessee, 
attended the early schools of that State, and there remained until 1870, when 
he came to Missouri and located northeast of West Plains. He homesteaded 
a farm and is still living in the same part of the county. He has always fol
lowed agricultural pursuits a.nd is a well to-do, useful citizen. Before leaving 
Tennessee he was married to Miss Harvey, whose father was an early settler 
of that State, and she died in January, 1892. Their children were named as 
follows: Mexico, now the wife of J. W. Weatherly, a farmer of this county; 
Rufus died in infancy; Oscar died when twenty years of age; L. G., subject; 
Francis c., a farmer near the old homestead; L., a farmer in the same neigh
borhood, and Joseph is living at Alton, Oregon County, and is editor of the 
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south Missouri paper. The elder members of this family were Hardshell 
Baptists, but the younger \vere with the lIlissionary Baptist Church. L. G. 
Eble~ passed his boyhood and youth on the old home farm and gair.cd a good 
practical education in the schools of his district. \\'hen twenty years of age 
he began teaching in Howell County, followed this for three years, and was 
then elected sheriff of the count,·. This was in 1882, and as he was but 
twenty-three years of age, he was the youngest sheriff in the State. This did 
not prevent him from making a ,'ery efficient and capable official and during 
the two years he was in office he had some important criminals in his charge. 
In 1887 he was appointed postmaster at West Plains under President Clc\'e
land and held the office three years and three months. In 1890 he was elected 
to the office of county collector and reClectcd in 1892, filling the office with 
credit to himself and his constituents. He has always been a strong Demo
crat in politics and is active in public matters. :\Ir. Eblen is a member of the 
First Baptist Church of \Vest Plains. He has stock in the Farmers' and l\ler
chants' Bank of \Vest Plains, owns real estate in the cit\' and has a farm one 
mile west of this place. He is living in the southeast part of \\'est l'lains, 
where he has a neat residence, and this is presided ovel- by his wife. formerly 
Miss Elizabeth Williams, of Oregon County, daughter of W. D. and Alphie 
(Simms) \\,illiams, now of this city, but formerly of Ol-egon County. :--1r- and 
l\lrs. Eblen have two living children: Carrie and Ona. The\' lost a son, 
Clarence G. lIIr. Eblen is a'deacon in the church and his wife holds member
ship in the same. He contributes liberally to all church and school organiza
tions and is a public-spirited citizen. 

SAMUEL TUl<xER, deceased, one of the leading merchants and most prom
inent citizens of Douglas County, :--10 .. was born in Indiana, No,'ember 3, 1836. 
a son of \Villiam and Hannah (West) Turner, and grandson of James Turner, 
all of whom settled near Arno, 1\10., in 1839, 01- 1840. and there engaged in 
farming. The grandfather was a soldier in a number of the early Indian wars, 
and died in l\lissouri, in IS61, when quite advanced in years. His wife, l\1ary, 
died in Arno, a few years after his death, at the age of eighty-four. William 
Turner located in Lynn County, 1\Io., after the war and there he breathed his 
last in 1876. Capt. Samuel Turner, when a mere child, moved with his 
parents to Spring Creek, Douglas County. Mo., and soon moved to the 
present site of Arno, where he li\'ed until his death, with the exceptiun uf two 
years. \Vhen his country's honor was assailed, he proved his loyalty to his 
country by going to the front as a volunteer. He enlisted in the \\'ebster 
County Missouri Home Guards, and sen'ed for some time; 'I-as enrolled in the 
Seventy-third Regiment of enrolled l\1issouri l\1ilitia, under Col. Parmer. and 
served six months, when he enlisted in the Sixth Provisional Regiment of ::\Iis
so uri Volunteers, under Col. Sheppard, during ,,·hich time he was assistant 
quartermaster-general, and at the termination of this service he joined the 
Sixteenth l\Iissouri Ca\'alry, and served until the close of the war as quarter
master-general, ranking as captain. At the close of the war he returned to 
his home at Arno. entering into the mercantile business and farming and 
stockraising. He carved out of the valleys of Cowskin, Beaver and Prairie 
Creek one of the largest and best farms in the county, He was a member of 
the G. A. R., and sociallv he was a member of the A, F. & A. ::\1. and the 
1. O. O. F. He was a vel:Y successful and honorable business man, and in pol
itics a firm and steadfast believer in the principles of the Republican party, 
He was deeply interested in the educational interests of his country, and, at 
his own expense, fitted up and successfully run the Arno Academy, the nurs
ery of the educational interests of the Ozark Mountains. His wife, Mrs. 
Sarah (Lyons) Turner, is a daughter of Joseph and Sarah I Pagel Lyon, the 
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former of whom was born in Ohio, a son of Joseph Lyon, who is supposed to 
have been killed in the \Var of 1812. The father of Mrs. Turner came to Mis
souri in 1838 and for about five years lived on a farm on Crane Creek in Stone 
County, Mo., and was there married to Miss Page, whose father, John 
Page, was a pioneer of St. Louis, was a miner and was one of the first to do 
any work of this kind in Stone County. Mrs. Turner's mother was born in 
Missouri, and is still living, making her home with her children; but the father 
of Mrs. Turner was ki1led in 1862 by guerrillas, while a member of the Home 
Guards. He was a mi1ler by trade, and also operated a carding machine, and 
to him is due the credit of having built the first flouring mill in Douglas 
County, but he was also engaged in tilling the soil. He was twice married, 
first to Sarah Vorse, before coming to this State, and by her had one child, 
America, who is living in Dade County, the wife of Mr. McLamor. By his 
second wife he became the father of the following children: Hannah, wife of 
John Clinkingbeard, of this county; Mary F., wife of Solomon Cox, of Ft. Smith, 
Ark.; Irving, of California; Louise Davis, of Ava; Joseph McClurg, of Taney 
County; Josephine, wife of George Pearcy; Matilda, who died at the age of 
eighteen; Minerva, wife of John Kirk, of Taney County; Orval, married and 
became the father of four children, two of whom died. To Samuel Turner 
and his wife the following children were born: William J.; Mary, wife of 
George Pearcy, died soon after her marriage; Louise is the wife of Amos 
Gibson, of Oklahoma Territory; Ida is the wife of John Moloy, of Ava; Sam
Llel Edward is in business at Arno; Sallie J. is attending school at Drury Col
lege; Lillie, Frank and Loice. Mrs. Turner has an abundance of this world's 
goods, and has many friends in the section in which she resides, as did her 
husband, who was one of the most worthy men of Douglas County. 

WILLIAM C. McENTIRE. This substantial citizen owes his nativity to the 
Old North State, where he was born February 5, 1838, a son of Champion and 
Sarah (Waters) McEntire, both of whom were born in North Carolina in 1806, 
and on January 10, 1846, landed in Yellville, Ark., in which place they lived 
for one year prior to moving to Bruno. They purchased a claim near this 
place, and here made their home until the father's death, March 2, 1879. He 
was a Union sympathizer during the war, and at that time was a resident in 
Greene County, Mo. After the war he returned to Arkansas, and prior to his 
death became the owner of an excellent farm of 238 acres, and was well 
and favorably known throughout northern Arkansas. He was a public-spirited 
citizen, and was a member of the Baptist Church, as was his wife who died 
May 2, 1888. Their children were as follows: John, who died at Salt Lake 
City many years ago; James was killed while with Price on his Missouri raid; 
Lawson was killed in the Mountain Meadow Massacre; William c., the sub
ject of this sketch; Joseph, who died in 1873, was a farmer of this cotlntyand 
was a soldier in the Union Army; Rachel D. is the wife of Dr. Elam; and 
Arch, who is living in this county. The maternal grandfather, John Waters, 
was a Revolutionary soldier. William C. McEntire came from North Carolina 
to Arkansas, with his parents, in a wagon, the journey thither occupying about 
tlllree months. He received a fair education in the common schools, and at 
the age of twenty-one years enlisted in Company I, Twelfth Texas Cavalry, 
with which he served faithfully and well for four years, taking part in the 
battles of Mansfield, Pleasant Hill, Yellow ~ayou, and was with Gen. Banks on 
his raid of twenty-eight days in Louisiana. He served as corporal part of the 
time, and after the war located in Williamson County, Tex. He remained 
there but a short time, when he came to Marion County, Ark., and in 1871 was 
married to Miss Sarah A. Cash, whose parents were Newton and Lee Ann 
(Mays) Cash, the latter of whom was called from life when her daughter, 
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Sarah A., was quite small. The father is living in Searcy County. Mrs. 
McEntire was born in that county March 19, 1854, and she and Mr. McEntire 
have a family of eight children: Pat 0., Sarah A., Thomas, James, Lorenzo 
William L., George lVI. and Turner. Mr. :McEntire has a line farm of 160 
acres, on a portion of which the town of Bruno is located, and he has done 
much to build up and improve the place. He has a good mill and cotton gin 
there, is active and wide awake, and has succeeded in accumu;ating a good 
property. He is a man of good business ability, a substantial and worthy 
citizen, and his friends are numerous. He has always been a Democrat. 

E. G. FRIEND, who was born near his present home near Sparta, Christian 
County, Mo., August 29, 1833, is one of the prominent farmers and stockraisers 
of his section, and a man well posted on agricultural topics. He is a son of 
\Villiam and Elizabeth (Grimes) Friend, and a grandson of James Friend, who 
was a native of Scotland. The latter crossed the ocean with his two brothers 
to America at an early date, and settled in the grand old State of Virginia, where 
he was married and raised a large family. Later he moved to Ohio, and from 
there to Missouri, where he settled near New Madrid. There he resided for some 
time and then moved to Marion County, Ark., but remained there only a few 
years, when he died there in the twenties, at the age of one hundred and ten 
years. He reared a large family as follows: Andrew, Gabriel, James, Augustine, 
J essie and \Villiam, and others forgotten. His wife died while he was residing in 
the Buckeye State or in Virginia, and was of German origin. Our subject's 
father, 'William, who was a native of Ohio, moved to Minaberton, Mo., and 
resided there a short time and then moved to Linden, on the classical Finley, a 
stream running through Christian County, after the death of his father, and 
made his horne there until 1853, when his death occurred at the age of sixty
nine years. His wife, who was a native of the Hoosier State, passed away in 
1847. William Friend was one of the most noted hunters of his day, and killed 
many deer and bears, panthers and elks and other smaller game; he has also 
killed elks in the vicinity of where the town of Sparta is situated. \Vhen 
the family first located at Linden it was a camping ground for the Indians, 
and neighbors were few and far between. Our subject's father, \Villiam Friend, 
was the first white settler in Christian County, Mo., his nearest neighbor being 
fifty miles away. Later on Jeremiah Pearson moved and located where the town 
of \Valdo, \Vebster County, is now situated, and he was the nearest neighbor 
at that time. Another neighbor, ThomaoS Paterson, moved in the neighborhood 
and settled at the little Indian village on the James River called Delaware 
Town, fifteen miles away; this place was named after the tribe of Indians that 
resided in it. \Villiam Friend was a soldier in the Indian wars, was in many 
battles with the Indians, and was taken prisoner by the Indians several times, 
but always made his escape. \Villiam Friend owned a large tract of 300 acres 
of land on both sides of the Finley, where the town of Linden is now situated. 
Thirteen children were the fruits of his marriage: Isaac died young; Hannah 
died young; James, who died in 1858, was married and the father of a number 
of children; Andrew died in Taney County in 1850, was married and raised two 
children; Elsie was the wife of Joseph Murray, raised a large family, was a 
member of the Baptist Church and is now deceased; Catharir:e. married J<:hn 
Martin raised a large family and is now deceased; Reason, resIding three mIles 
from Sparta, is seventy-four years old, was in the late Civil \Var and is ~ble to 
travel about; \Villiam, who died in r868, raised a family of three children, 
served as first lieutenant, Seventy-Second Regiment, Company H, of Missouri, 
and was sheriff of Christian County about the close of the war; Armetta, 
deceased, was the wife of Robert Stubbs, raised a large family, and was a 
member of 'the Baptist Church; Hiram was a married man, raised no children, 
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devoted the greater part of his time to the study of the Scriptures, was a mem
ber of the Methodist Church for a number of years, and died in 1884; Eliza
beth was the wife of Garrett Harrison, raised no children, was the youngest 
girl of the family, and is deceased; and our subject, E. G. Friend, who is the 
youngest of the family. In the common schools of the county our subject 
passed his school days, and assisted on the home place until the father's death 
in 1853. From there, in 1855, he went with Gen. Pool on the plains, searching 
for the discovery of Pike's Peak, but failed to find it and returned home, and 
in the spring of 1857 he in company with William Cloud and John Thrower 
and families crossed the plains to California, not knowing they would ever 
return to their native State again, as the plains at that date were lined with red 
men, who were seeking the lives of all the whites they could find, scalping men, 
women and children. He arrived safely in California, stayed in that country 
until r861, became the possessor of some wealth and then returned to New 
York on ship and then to Missouri. As the war question was becoming some
what agitated he became dissatisfied with Missouri and returned to California 
by the way of New York, and from there on ship to San Francisco. Return
ing to Missouri the second time from California on the ocean and then enlisted 
in the Seventy-second Regiment, Company H, Missouri Volunteers, serving 
until peac'e was declared. He was in a number of prominent engagements and 
numerous skirmishes, and was taken prisoner at one time. At the close of the 
war he got -hub-contract from Joseph 'vVeaver to buy mules, horses and cattle 
for the Government, following this for some time; he then located on his farm, 
and since that time has been farming and handling stock, and has 440 acres 
of good farming land; his farm is one of the best in Christian County. All 
his life Mr. Friend has advocated the principles of the Republican party, and 
the members of this family were strong Unionists during the war. On the 7th 
of October, 1863, E. G. Friend was married to Miss Charlottie Tyndall, the 
oldest daughter of William V. Tyndall, who raised a large family in Christian 
County, Mo. She was born in 1843, she is a member of the Sparta Baptist 
Church. The following children were the fruits of this union: 'vVilliam V. died 
when young; Elias G., Jr., single, is a farmer and stock dealer, was elected to the 
important and responsible office of public administrator of Christian County, 
Mo:, for two terms, is a Mason and belongs to Friend Lodge No. 352; Elizabeth 
died when young; Tima Dec., born December S. 1869, died February 24, 1894, 
was a member of the Sparta Baptist Church; Hiram, single, is a farmer and 
stock dealer; Hannah, the youngest child, single. E. G. Friend joined the 
Masons, Chico Lodge No. II r, A. F. & A. M., Chico, Cal., in 1860; he moved 
his dimit to Springfield, Mo., to United Lodge. He afterward helped organize 
the first Masonic lodge in Christian County, at Ozark. The lodge was named 
for Mr. Friend, Friend Lodge No. 352. He was a member there a number of 
years, and was a strong supporter of Masonry having taken out his dimit from 
Friend Lodge No. 352, and helped organize the first lodge in Sparta, Mo., 
Sparta Lodge No. 296, of which he is still a member. He is also a member of 
Capt. Robertson Post, G. A. R., Ozark. Being one of the pioneers of the 
county, MI". Friend has witnessed all the wonderful changes that have taken 
place, and has contributed his share toward its advancement. He is a self
made man and one of the representative citizens of the county. He belongs 
to the Church of Christ. 

JOHN MALOY, deceased. Although the gentleman whose name heads this 
sketch has" passed to that Dourne whence no traveler returns," his walk 
through ·life was characterized by so much honor and such an earnest desire 
to benefit his fellows and the section in which he resided, that his memory 
will remain green in the hearts of the many citizens of Stone Coun!y, Ark. He 
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was born in Bengal, County Tyrone, Ireland, and when but a lad crossed the 
stormy ocean to America and landed at Ouebec thence to New York from 
which place he went to Memphis, Tenn., and in 1844 to Sylamore, on the \Vhite 
River in Arkansas, where he built, if not the first, one of the very first stores 
e:rer erected in that place. He aftenvard cleared a farm on White River, near 
hIs store, and embarked in the raising of stock, and at that time the only thing 
that prevented the stock business from being a paying one, was that bears and 
wolves made too many raids on his flocks. Later he moved near Mountain 
View, and at a still later period to the headwaters of the Sylamore, where his 
career was closed by death in 1S91, at the age of eighty·five years. His wife, 
Ann Finley, survives him with seven children, but bore him eight children: 
James, the eldest son, was killed in a street car accident in St. Louis in 
January, 1894; Isaac F. was a merchant and postmaster at Mountain View for 
some time, but is now a farmer; John resides in Richwoods and is a farmer; 
W. F. resides on the old homestead; Mary is the wife of Judge Cothron of 
Stone County; Nancy is the wife of David Dodson, of :Mountain View; Ireland 
is the wife of S. N. Cooper, who farms near Mountain View. J. L.l\Ialoy 
was born on May 21, 1859, and in his youth was given the ad\-antages of the 
common schools of Stone County, and after reaching manhood taught school 
for some time. He was then engaged in farming on the old home place for a few 
years, then located in Timbo, and with his brother James, opened a general 
mercantile store, which partnership lasted until 1888, since which time J. L. 
Maloy has been in business by himself, and for some time ably discharged the 
duties of postmaster of Timbo under Harrison's administration. !lIr. Maloy 
also gives considerable attention to farming, an occupation to which he had 
been reared, and has found this business to be both profitable and pleasing. 
In 1887 he was united in marriage with Miss S. N. Tubbs, a daughter of Dr. 
Tubbs, of Timbo, and they have a comfortable and hospitable home. ?tir. 
Maloy is a stanch Republican, but has never been an office-seeker. 

C.~PT. JAMES T. HOPPER. This gentleman is one of the very oldest resi
dents of Boone County, Ark., and resided in this vicinity long before such a 
town as Harrison was thought of. He is a product of \Varren County, Tenn., 
his birth occurring on his parents' farm, January 3, r832, being the fifth in a 
family of nine children born to Moses and Rebecca (Hicks) Hopper, the 
former of whom was born in Kentucky in 1802, his father, Gillum Hopper 
being of English birth. Upon coming to this country he settled first in Vir
ginia, then in NOlth Carolina, then in Kentucky, and finally in Tennessee. He 
was a Democrat, as was also Moses Hopper, and the latter was, like his father, 
a tiller of the soil. He was a man of education, was liberal, generous and high
minded, and prior to his death, which occurred in 1862, he became possessed 
of a comfortable competency. He was killed by bushrangers near Harrison, 
in Boone County, Ark., on account of his Union principles, although he took 
no active part in the war. He was very charitably inclined. and is still grate
fully remembered by many a poor man whom he generously assisted along 
the hard pathway of life. He came thither from Tennessee in 1851, and made 
a good home one mile north of Harrison. His wife was a daughter of A. 
Hicks, a Virginian by birth, who at an early day became a resident of Tennes
see, where he died. He was a soldier of the \Var of 1812, and is supposed to 
have been with Jackson at New Orleans. Mrs. Hopper was born in 1804, and 
died in 1862, shortly before her husband was killed. She became the mother 
of nine children,all of whom reached maturity, six being still alive: Archibald, 
who is living on Long Creek, in Boone County; Nancy, who married Hiram 
Cantrell, of Tennessee, and died in this county in 1881 or IS8:l; William. who 
died July I2, 1893, having been a successful stock dealer of Kansas; Eliza, 
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wife of Luke Holmes, of Polk County, Mo.; James T.; Paralee, who is the wife 
of W. McCormick, of Taney County, Mo.; Jane E., who is the wife of Joseph 
Spear, of this county; Gillum, who is living one and one-half miles north of 
Harrison; Ruth, who was the wife of Henry Thomason, of this county, died in 
1879. The mother of these children was an active worker in and member of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, was a woman of Christian fortitude and bravely 
bore her share of the hardships and privations of life in a new and unbroken 
country. She and her husband reared their children to industrious manhood 
and womanhood and left them with a competency at the time of their death. 
Capt. Hopper spent his early life and school days in his native county in 
Tennessee, and after coming to Arkansas entered Fayetteville College. After 
leaving school at the age of nineteen he began doing for himself and embarked 
in the raising of stock. In 1859 he married and located on a farm on which 
a portion of the town of Harrison now stands, which portion is known as 
Hopper's Addition. This farm comprised 100 acres on Crooked Creek and 
Mr. Hopper was successfully engaged in tilling it for many years before the 
town was founded. In 1862 he was commissioned a recruiting officer by Col. 
Johnson of the First Arkansas Infantry, was located at Springfield, and 
operated in southwest Missouri and northwest Arkansas. He was in a number 
of spirited engagements in Carroll County, Ark. After the war the Captain 
came home and located on his farm, and is now living in a handsome and com
fortable home, probably one of the finest in the county. The entire farm is 
laid out in town lots and a large portion of it has been built up. At various 
times he has also been engaged in merchandising and he is now giving consider
able of his time to the milling business, his mill being known as the Little 
Jersey and is located on Crooked Creek, whose waters operate it. It is fitted 
up with the buhr system and has a capacity of seven barrels per day. Besides 
the property above mentioned he has a good farm in the country and a tract 
of timber and grazing land, besides a large amount of stock. The Captain has 
always been a Republican in politics, and his first presidential vote was cast 
for Bell, of Tennessee. He held the office of registrar during the reconstruc
tion period, and was elected to represent Carroll County in the State Legislat
ure, and while a member of that body introduced a bill for the division of 
Carroll County, and Boone County was formed. He was a member of the 
assembly of 1868-69, has always been interested in public affairs, and is liberal 
in his support of worthy causes. He is a member of the A. F. & A. III., and 
he and his wife, whom he married in 185<'9, and whose maiden name was Millie 
Deshazo, are members of the Christian Church. She is a daughter of James 
and Nancy (Turbyville) Deshazo, the former of whom became a resident of 
this county before the war, and was killed in 1863, while serving in the Con
federate Army. He was born in Tennessee about 1799, and became a resident 
of Arkansas in 1851, his wife's death occurring in this county in 1886, her birth 
having occurred in 1809. Mr. Deshazo was of French extraction and he and 
his wife were members of the Christian Church. Their children were as fol
lows: l\1ary, the deceased wife of Perry Magness; Benjamin was a soldier of 
the Confederate Army and is deceased; Elizabeth is living in this county, the 
wife of John Baker; Allen was killed in the Mountain Meadow Massacre by 
the Mormons; Eliza died in 1867, the wife of William Patts; Richard died 
while serving in the Confederate Army; Millie (Mrs. Hopper); Bird was a 
soldier in the Union Army, and was killed in Texas in May, 1889; Docia'is the 
wife of Thomas Bains, of Harrison, Ark.; Garrett, also resides in Harrison; 
Tennessee is the wife of Dennis Mosely, of Harrison, and Victoria, who 
resides in this county, is the wife of William Straud. Capt. Hopper began the 
battle of life as a school teacher and in every occupation to which he has given 
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his attention he has met with the best of success. His business career has 
been marked by the most honorable methods. He has been charitable, public
spirited and law-abiding and he fully deserves the respect and esteem which is 
accorded him by all who know him . 

. JUDGE W. G. MATHES. Reynolds County, :'110., has the distinction of 
be.mg the place where, on September 4, 1839, Judge \V. G. ;l.lathes came into 
thIs world to make a record for integrity and uprightness which will be remem
be.red as long as Stone County lasts. For over fifty years he has resided in 
thIs county, is a representative citizen of the same, and perhaps has done as 
much for its advancement as any other man. His parents, Da\'id and Eliza
beth (Allen) l\1athes, were natives of Warren County, Tenn. The father was 
reared in that State, and in 1843 came to ?lIissouri, where he passed the clos
ing scenes of his life. The mother moved to Stone County the same year that 
he died and settled on what is known as the ?lIcCord farm, where she resided 
about sixteen years. Her family consisted of these children: James, Polly, 
Rebecca, Nancy, Elizabeth, John, William, Wilson, :'I1argaret, W. G. 1\Iathes. 
(the subject of this sketch) and l\Iinerva. The mother died about 1867. She 
was a member of the Baptist Church, in which the father also held member
ship. He was a lifelong farmer, and, in the early settlement of this county, 
underwent many hardships and privations. This family is of Scotch-Irish origin, 
and, on the paternal side, descendants of a soldier of the Revolution and of 
the Black Hawk \Var.For the father's service in the former war the mother 
secured a land warrant. The AlIens were earl\' settlers of Tennessee. Our 
subject was but an infant when the famik mo .... ed to Stone County, and here 
he grew to sturdy manhood. On account'or the nearest school being four or 
five miles distant, he recei\'ed but a limited education and devoted most of his 
attention to tilling the soil, for he decided to make that his life's calling. In 
1859 he was married to l\liss Dorcas Anderson, a daughter of Samuel and 
Mary (McKinsie) Anderson, and a nati\'e of \\"hite County, Tenn., born Sep
tember 14, 1836. Her parents came to ?lIissouri in IS3i, located in Greene 
County, about four miles east of Springfield, and resided there four years. 
Thence they moved to .lames River, in Stone County, about four miles above 
Galena, and resided there for many years. In IS60 they moved to Douglas 
County, where the mother died three years later, and the father returned to 
Stone County, and died in 1865, cluse to where he first settled. He \"as the 
father of seven children as follows: Martha, Elizabeth. Sarah, Anna. Helen, 
Dorcas and Eliza. The parents attended the Christian Church, and the father 
was a Republican in politics. The latter came from old Revolutionary stock, 
his father having fought bra\'e!y for independence. TIlrs. l'IIathes was but a 
year old when brought to this State by her parents, and she early became 
familiar with the duties of piuneer life. .~fter his marriage our subject mO\'ed 
to Douglas County, 1\10., and, after li\'ing on a farm there for three years, 
moved to \Vebster County, where he remained until IS6S. He then returned 
to Stone County, settled on the .lames River, three miles north of Galena, 
where he resided for nineteen years. Thence he moved to the northern part 
of Stone County, and, three years later, came to his present property. He is 
the owner o£ 279 acres with 160 under cultivation, and is an extensi\'e stock
raiser and practical farmer, having made a decided success in both. In polit
ical matters he is with the Republican party During the Ci\'il War he enlisted 
in Company B, Sixth ;,lissouri Regiment, and served about six month~. After 
this he enlisted in the Ranger sen'ice under Capt. Green, served eighteen 
months, and then enlisted under Capt. Gardner and served until the duse of 
the war. He was in acti\'e service for three years or more and was made a 
prisoner of war in Douglas County, but soon after discharged. :'1r. 1\Iathes 
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was elected to the office of probate judge in 1890 by a large majority, and has 
ever been active in political matters. He is a member of the Baptist and his 
wife is a member of the Christian Church, and both are active workers in their 
respective churches. Six children have been born to our subject and wife: 
Mattie, who died when small; Mary F., the wife of Bent May, resides north of 
Galena and has four children (\Nilliam, Benjamin, Vernicc, and an infant, Atta 
Ed Kes); Nancy E. married James Hunt, and resides on \Nilson Run, four miles 
from Galena (they have six children-Vedie, Edwina, \Valter, Oscar, Edna 
and Roma, an infant); \Villiam, a single man, runs a livery stable at Galena; 
James died when nineteen years of age; and John is married and living on 
James River. The Judge and family are classed among the best citizens of the 
county. 

CAPT. ]. W. STORY. This able attorney at law has his office at Harrison, 
Ark., and in every branch of his profession he is meeting with marked success. 
He has a decided veneration for the law, and this, combined with the accuracy 
of his legal knowledge, lucidity of statement and felicity of illustration has 
given him the confidence of all his patrons. He is a native of Tennessee, and a 
son of N. \V. and Katie Story, who lived and died in \Vhite County of that State. 
His father was a successful farmer, a man of pure and exalted character, who 
enjoyed in a high degree the confidence and esteem of his neighbors. The 
subject of this sketch was one of a family of four sisters and three brothers. 
The other two brothers are now prominent lawyers of Sparta, Tenn. The early 
life of Capt. ]. Vv. Story was spent in his native State, and there he obtained 
his education. He graduated from the Law Department of Cumberland Uni
versity at Lebanon, Tenn., in 1868, and entered upon the practice of his pro
fession in that city the same year. In 1873 he went to Sherman, Tex., but 
since 188S he has been a resident of Harrison, Ark., and one of its most suc
cessful practicing attorneys. He has devoted himself exclusively to his 
profession and is justly considered one of the foremost attorneys of Boone 
County. Since locating here he has been connected with the most important 
cases that have come up in the courts of his section and has conducted them 
with dignity, discretion and ability. In politics he has always been a stanch 
Democrat. In religion he is a Cumberland Presbyterian. He is an active and 
interested worker in the cause of education. In the honorable order of 
Masonry he is a Knight Templar. Capt. Story was married in )876 to Miss 
Mollie Goree, a highly refined and accomplished daughter of Dr. J. L. and 
lVlary E. Goree. Her parents settled in Arkansas County, Ark., in 1852, where 
they resided until the death of her father after the war. Her father was a 
prominent physician and planter. l\1rs. Story's only surviving brother is Dr. 
J. L. Goree, who is now a leading physician of Pine Bluff, Ark. Capt. and 
Mrs. Story have three children: Katie, Goree and John. Their residence is 
on Vine Street, in the northern part of Harrison, where they dispense a refined 
yet generous hospitality. Capt. Story is a safe and successful business man 
and has accumulated considerable property. In 1861 Capt. Story enlisted in 
the Confederate Army and served in Company I, Fourth Tennessee Cavalry, 
to the close of the war. He took part in the battles of Fishing Creek, Stone 
River, Chickamauga, Missionary Ridge, Resaca, New Hope Church, 'Benton
ville, N. c., and many other important engagements. He served as a private 
until near the close of the war, when he was promoted to the command of his 
company for distinguished gallantry upon the field of battle. 

JOHN A. BUNCH. This gentleman is the receiver of public moneys in the 
Government Land Office at Harrison, Ark., and is a native of this State, born 
in l\' ewton County, September 15, 1860, a son of Capt. Larkin and Eliza 
(Maxwell) Bunch, the former of whom was born in Overton County, Tenn., 
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a son of Nathaniel Bunch, who came to Arkansas in 1840, and made a home 
for himself and family in the northwest corner of Newton County, being one 
of the first to settle in that region. He also was a native of Tennessee, 
and was a soldier in the War of 1812 under Jackson, and after his death his wife 
received a pension for the services he rendered the Government. He was a 
farmer and died in 1858. Larkin Bunch was a young man when he came to 
Arkansas with his parents, the journey thither being made by wagon. He 
followed in his father's footsteps, and became a farmer and stockman, and 
when the Civil War came up he left home and joined the command of Gen. 
Price, with whom he took part in the Missouri raid. He assisted in organizing 
one of the first companies in Newton County, of which he was elected captain, 
and died while serving the Southern cause, at Pilot Knob. He was a member 
of the Free-Will Baptist Church. His wife was a native of Illinois, and a 
daughter of John and Clarissa Maxwell. She died April 12, 1892, on the old 
home farm in Newton County, which is still owned by the family. John A. 
Bunch was one of five children: S. B., who is living on the old home farm in 
Newton County; J. W., who is a farmer and merchant of Madison County, has 
represented his county in the State Legislature; Clarissa E. is the wife of J. P. 
Stamps; John A., and William L., a merchant of Kingston, Ark. John A. Bunch 
was reared on the old home farm in Newton County, attended the common 
schools, and at the age of eighteen years entered Clarke Academy at Berry
ville, where he finished his education in 1880. He then engaged in merchan
dising at Kingston, and remained associated in business with his brother for 
about eight years. In October, 1888, he was elected county and circuit clerk 
of Madison County, and held the office two terms, the last two years being 
only circuit clerk. In 1892 he again entered business in Kingston with his 
brother, and after following that occupation for six months was appointed 
receiver in the land office at Harrison by President Cleveland, and has since 
held the position. He has always been a Democrat, has attended State con
ventions, was a delegate to the Congressional Convention at Eureka Springs 
in 1892, and has been prominent in the political affairs of his section. He is 
a member of the A. F. & A. 1\1., the 1. O. O. F. at Harrison, has always been 
interested in the schools of his section, and is a public-spirited man. He was 
married to Miss Ala F. Ogden, a daughter of W. R. Ogden. and their union 
has resulted in the birth of six children: Jahel B., lrno, Vera, Sada, A,·o, and 
an infant. The mother of these children is a member of the Free-\ViIl Baptist 
Church. Mr. Bunch has made his home in Harrison since October, 1893, and 
is one of its most public-spirited citizens. 

LEMUEL R. JONES. Among the most esteemed and respected citizens of 
the town of Western Grove there is not one who has been a more faithful sol
dier, a more pleasant or agreeable member of society, or a more thorough and 
sagacious business man than Lemuel R. jones, who is now notary public and 
postmaster at that place. His life of industry and usefulness, and his record 
for honesty and uprightness have given him a hold upon the community 
which all might well desire to share. He is a native of the State of Missouri, 
born in St. Francois County, February I, 1833, and ninth in order of birth of a 
large, old-fashioned family of children born to Solomon and Elizabeth 
Burmam jones, natives respectively of North Carolina and Tennessee. The 
parents were married in the latter State, but later moved to Missouri, where 
they made their home until 1834, when they came to Pope Count>:" Ark. 
There Mrs. jones died about 1836. Mr. Jones afterward moved to Searcy 
County, and about three years later moved to Newton County, wher~ he mar
ried Miss Elsie Lane, and here passed the remainder of his days, dYIIl&, about 
1856, when seventy-six years of age. He was a farmer and one of the pIoneers 
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of Arkansas, residing here nearly a quarter of a century. His children were 
named as follows: Elizabeth; Nancy, Fannie, deceased; Benjamin, a farmer of 
Newton County, who was a soldier in the Civil \Var, Company D, Second 
Arkansas Cavalry; Thomas, who died in Searcy County, was in the same com
pany, as was also John \V., who was killed in the Mud Town battle, Arkansas, 
August 30, 1863; Isaac died young; Maria, Maberry and three other children 
died before the birth of Lemuel R. Jones, who passed his youthful days in 
assisting his father on the home place, receiving limited education, and is 
mainly self-educated, and that since the war. He selected his wife in the 
person of Miss Cevina Gillmore, a native of Big Creek, Newton County, Ark., 
and their nuptials were celebrated August 26, 1853. Her death occurred in 
1888. Eleven children were born to this marriage, viz.: vVilliam Riley, post
master at Red Rock, Newton County; Benjamin; Jesse Newton; Sarah, wife of 
George W. Chambers; David c.; John Kelsey, sheriff of Newton County; 
Alabama, wife of James WeI lis, of Cherokee Nation; Columbus L.; l'aralee; 
Uriah S. and Garfield. In August, 1888, Mr. Jones married 1\1 1'5. Elizabeth 
Osborn, daughter of John Sanders. He located on Big Creek, resided there 
until 1876, and then moved to Limestone Valley, where he followed fanlling 
and mercantile pursuits until 1884. He then went to Deadwood, Dak., and 
on to Montana, for his wife's health, expecting to locate if agreeable. But he 
was not satisfied, and later he sold out and returned to Arkansas, where 
he has since made his home in VVestern Grove. July 1<), 1863, he joined 
Company D, Second Arkansas Cavalry, and for nine months served as a 
private. After the company was completed he was made second lieutenant, 
and served nine months, when he resigned Novelnber II, 1864, and 
returned to his family in Newton County. In 186::1 he lVas elected 
sheriff, but served only a short time, when he was oblig"ed to resign on 
account of his health. December, 1868, he was appointed by Ci:ov. Clay
ton justice of the peace of vVhite Township, held that position twenty 
years, and was considered by many as the best informed justice of this 
section of the State. October 2, 1890, he was appointed notary public and the 
following year postmaster, and has held both positions since. He is a metrl
ber of the A. F. & A. M., Bluff Springs Lodge No. IO.~, vVestern Grove, and 
has been a member since 1858. He is also a member of the ch<tpter at Jasper, 
and was a delegate to the Grand Lodge in 1883. lIe \las vVurshipful Master 
eight years in all. Aside from this he is a member of Vanderpuol Post, 
G. A. R., No. 47, at vVestern Grove, and is adjutant. Both he and Mrs. Jones 
are members of the Church of Christ. He' was appointed president of the 
Board of Registration in 1866 and 1867. 

D. F. MARTIN, circuit clerk of Howell County, Mo., is closely identified 
with the welfare of vVest Plains, widely known as a politician, popular as a 
citizen and who has been a resident of south Missouri since IS 51. Born in Lineoln 
County, Tenn., December9, 1833, he is a son of St. George and Emaline (Gaither) 
Martin, natives of Virginia, the former born in 1806, and the latter in IS07. 
The grandfather, Geol-ge Martin, was a soldier in the Revolutionary War, and 
a friend of George Washington. He was born in the Old Dominion, but 
moved from there to Georgia, and thence to Tennessee, and was an early 
pioneer of that State. Settling in Lincoln County, he practiced medicine 
there the remainder of his days, and in connection carried on farming. He 
reared a family of four sons and two daughters, and all the sons became phy
sicians .. The Martin family is of English origin. St. George Martin was 
reared 1I1 Georgia and Tennessee, secured a medical education, and practiced 
this profession all his life. In 1851 he emigrated to Oregon County, Mo., 
and resided there until the breaking out of the war, when he moved to the 
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Lone Star State. In the year 1868 he started to move back but died in 
Arkansas while on the way. H~ was a member of the l\1ethodi~t Episcopal 
~hurch Sout?, and was a. man umversally esteemed and respected. In poli
tlcs Dr. Martm was a vVhlg, but he subsequently became a stanch Democrat. 
He was ma:ried in Lincoln County, Tenn., to Miss Gaither, daughter of Col. 
Thomas Gaither, of Tennessee, who was probably a soldier in the vVar of r812. 
His brother, Col. Beal Gaither, of Boone County, Ark., named the Gaither 
Mountains in that county. Mrs. Martin died in Iron County, Mo., in 186g. To 
her marriage were born seven children: Charles T., who died in Texas in 
1870 ; Robert J., died in this county in 1892; D. F., subject; Henry B., died 
in Iron County, Mo., in 1872; and three died in infancy. D. F. Martin 
obtained ~ good busines.s education in the Academy at Fayette, Tenn., and 
after commg to MISSOUri, became a teacher. In 1852 he was elected commis
sioner of schools in Oregon County, and while engaged in teaching studied 
law and in 1853 was admitted to the bar. After that he began practicing in 
Ripley County, but later located on the Osage River in Miller County, where 
he remained about four years. In 1860 he came to Shannon County and 
located in south Missouri, where he practiced in all the courts of the district. 
In 1861 he enlisted in the Confederate Army, Second Regiment of l'.IcBride's 
division and was promoted to the rank of major. Before enlisting in the army 
he was recruiting officer. Mr. Martin participated in the battles of Wilson 
Creek, Lexington and Dry Wood and after that he was on detached 
service up to 1863, when he resigned on account of ill health. He 
was never wounded and was only a prisoner for a short time. Fol
lowing the war he located at Pilot Knob, Iron County, and was em
ployed as book-keeper, cashier and merchant for the Pilot Knob Iron 
Company of that place, as he could not practice on account of the iron-clad 
oath. He remained at Pilot Knob until 1872, and was then elected sheriff and 
collector of Iron County, and reelected to the same position in 1874. Two 
years later he was elected county treasurer, held that position nearly two 
years and then resigned. In 1878 he moved to Howell County and located 
at Siloam Springs on account of his wife's health. There he made his 
home until 1886, when he was elected to the office of president ofthe County 
Court and probate judge for four years. From there he mo\'ed to \Vest Plains 
and in 1890 was elected to the office of circuit clerk, a position he holds at 
the present time. He owned the medical springs and was successful in the 
cure of many chronic cases. In rS91 he sold the springs. In 1893 he was 
elected a delegate to the General Conference of the l\'lethodist Episcopal 
Church South, of which he and his wife are members, and in which he is a 
trustee. Mr. Martin has ever been a Democrat in politics and is an active 
supporter of his party. He is a l'.laster Mason, a member of the Chapter and 
Royal Arch, and has not only held all the offices in the lodge, but has repre
sented the lodge in the Grand Lodge. He was married in Iron County to ;\Iiss 
Emma Franks, a native of Missouri and daughter of Robert and Eliza (Har
din) Franks, who are natives of Kentucky and Georgia, respectively. Mr. and 
Mrs. Martin have had six children, five of whom are living: George R., mar
ried, is a merchant of Piedmont, Wayne County; Charles W., resides at Thayer 
and is a railroad man; May, the wife of George, Williams of Elkhart, Ind.; 
Jean and Jessie, daughters, are at home, and ~me die.a in infancy .. Mr: Marti!1 
and family are living on !lIissouri Avenue, \Vest ~lams. Our subl~ct IS presI
dent of the Farmers' and Merchants' Bank and IS a stockholder m the same, 
He owns property in \Vest Plains, also some in Si.loam Spri~gs, and is a repre
sentative man of the county. He has e\'er been mterested m school work and 
has been on the school board in vVest Plains, 
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JAMES P. M. NORMAN. One of the most popular and wiElely known of 
Douglas County's county officers is James P. M. N orman,who has been identified 
with the growth and the interests of the county for many years. Mr. Norman 
was born in Carroll County, Ga., April 27, 1847, and is a son of Abner S. and 
Charlotte (Orr) Norman, natives respectively of Alabama and South Carolina. 
George Norman, grandfather of our subject, came from Scotland to this 
country, and brought with him the sturdy habits so characteristic of those of 
that nationality. Settling in Alabama, he there reared his family, and after a 
long and useful life pas'sed to that bourne from whence no traveler returns. 
Abner S. Norman came to Douglas County, Mo., in 1863, and the following 
year was killed by bushwhackel's near Yellville, Ark. He was with the army, 
but was not a soldier. Mrs. Nornian died in 1881. Both were worthy 
members of the Methodist Episcopal Church South. The father and mother 
had emigrated from Georgia to Arkansas, and settled in what is now Baxter 
county in 1853. In 1863 they came to this county, as above stated, being 
obliged to leave Arkansas on account of sympathizing with the Union. There 
was a family of eleven children born to this worthy couple: Nancy c.; Sarah 
A., deceased, was the wife of W. J Cooley, of Arkansas; George L. lost his 
life in the late war, dying in 1863; William C. died in the army in 1862; Abner 
J was a soldier in the same regiment, and was killed by accident at the close 
of the war; Eliza V. is the wife of Jacob A. Sagerser, a farmer of this county; 
James P. M. (subject); Mary J, wife of John Hickman, of Baxter County, 
Ark.; Robert F. is engaged in the lumber business in Greene County. Mo.; 
Jason F., a merchant. of Romance; and Charlotte A., the wife of Taylor Lutts. 
of Howell County, Mo. The father was at one time a Whig. but later he 
espoused the principles of the Republican party. He was well and favorably 
known in the countv, and while a resident of Arkansas held the office of 
justice of the peace. - He was one of the good old pioneers, so many of whom 
have passed away, and was a noted deer hunter. The early life of our subject 
was passed on a farm, and his early or rudimentary education was received in 
the common schools of the county. Later he attended school in Christian 
county, and after reaching his twenty-first year entered the Mountain Home 
College, where he remained for three years. In 1869 he came to Douglas 
county, and for eleven years followed teaching in that ane! other counties. As 
a successful and thorough educator he became well known, and followed that 
profession until 1878 or 1879. Early in life he began farming, and carried this 
on in connection with school teaching. He now resides near Arden, and has 
a farm of 167 acres, besides 40 acres near Ava, eighty acres in vVebster County, 
and a third interest in eighty acres of mining lands in this county. Mr. 
N orman has been unusually successful as an agriculturist and stockman, and 
is one of the leading farmers of the county. He is with the Populist party, 
and in 1880 was elected to the office of county assessor, to which position he 
was reelected in 1882. In the year 1890 he was elected to the office of county 
collector of Douglas County, and while discharging the duties of this office 
made his home in Ava. He is a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
and is a Mason, a member of Ava Lodge. Mr. Norman was married first in 
1869 to Miss Mary F. Ellison, daughter of A. M. and Frances Ellison. of this 
county. The father is deceased, but the mother is stil11iving. Mrs. Norman 
was born in 1846, in Webster County, and died in 1886, leaving four children: 
Lucy J. wife of William E. Banks; Minnie B. is a prominent teacher; Ada F. 
married Fred J. Hartin, of Dallas, Tex.; and Robert M. Mr. Norman's second 
marriage was with Miss Mary O. Carrick, daughter of James and Ruth (Skein) 
Carrick, who came to this country at an early day, and are now living near 
Cedar Gap, Vv'ebster County. Mr. and Mrs. Norman have three children: 
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Homer J., Clyde E., and Quincy E. ;\1r. Norman has a fine farm, and is one 
of the most successful tillers of the soil in the county. He is a leading man 
in his section, and not only takes a deep interest in educational matters but 
in all other worthy enterprises. ' 

CHRISTOPHER COLU~!BUS HUGHES. This prominent and successful tiller 
of the soil owes his nativity toJeffersan County, Ark., where he was born, in 
1840, to l\-fatthew and Clara (Hill) Hughes, who were born in Crittenden 
County, Ky., and l'I1aryland, respectivcly. Their marriage occurred on Blue 
Grass soil, and in Crittenden County, where Mr. Hughes has spent his entire 
life, withthe exception of a few years when he resided in Jefferson County, 
• .l,.rk. He is now over eighty years of age, has been a lifelong and successful 
farmer, and prior to the war had accumulated a comfortable fortune, but lost 
heavily during that time. His life has been acti\'e, industrious and honorable, 
and he has long been a member of the l'IIethodist Episcopal Church, and 
socially a member of the A. F. & A. M. His father, William Hughes, 
removed to Crittenden County, Ky., from South Carolina in a vcry early 
day, and there died in 1852, a wealthy farmer. He served in the Revolu
tionary \Var when quite young, and was also a participant in onc of the later 
wars. He was of Irish origin. His wife, Nancy Rowe, died in Kentucky after 
bearing him a large family. The maternal grandfather, William Hill, came 
from l'I1aryland to Kentucky with his second wife, engaged in farming in 
Crittenden County, and here passed from life. His first wife, the mother of 
Mrs. Hughes, died 111 Maryland. Mrs. Hughes was a worthy lady, an earnest 
member of the l'IIethodist Church, and died in 1879. The following are the 
children born to her and her husband: ilIelvina (deceased); Arminta Isabelle, 
the deceased wife of \VilIiam Crow; \Villiam, of Illinois; Han'ey, of Critten
den County, Ky.; Andrew Jackson, of Illinois; Thomas, of Crittenden County; 
Christopher c.; Francis ]\1. died young; Sidney K. died young: Joseph resides 
in Crittenden County; Ann is the widow of Benjamin Roach; and Caroline is 
the wife of James Duvall, of Dyer County, Tenn. The early life of Christopher 
C. Hughes was spent on a farm, with very meager opportunities for acquiring 
an education. During the Civil \Var he served in all about two years, and was 
part of the time with Gen. Forrest, and was a participant in many skirmishes 
in Kentucky and Tennessee. In 1867 he was married to Amanda, daughter of 
Samuel and Narcissa Heath, who were all born in Crittenden County, the 
father's birth occurring in 1812. He is still living. To the union of ]\1r. and 
Mrs. Hughes ten children have been given: Ambiazeller; Augustus; Ernest; 
Rebecca, wife of Letis Thompson; Andrew Jackson; l\Iinnie, wife of \\"illiam 
Cline; Jennie; Mary; Charley and Gertie. 11r. Hughes made his home in 
Kentucky until 1870, when he came to Ripley County, ;\:10., and in this section 
has improved two good farms. He now resides near Naylor, where he has a 
good and well· improved farm of 160 acres of rich bottom land. He is 
strictly a self-made man, for he had nothing on commencing the battle of life 
for himself, and is now one of the leading farmers of the county. Although 
he has been a lifelong Democrat and has warmly supported his party on all 
occasions, he has never been an office seeker. His first presidential vote was 
cast for Seymour in 1868. Socially he is a member of Faithful Lodge No. 304, 
of the A. F. & A. M. 

1. C. 'NILSON. This gentleman is one of the oldest pioneers of Marion 
County, and his name is so inseparably mixed with its progress aI!d welfare 
that to leave it out of this work would be like the play of Hamlet With Hamlet 
left out. He was born in North Carolina February 2, 1814, and of that State 
his parents, James and Celia (Askew) Wilson, wer~ also natives. In 1845 they 
turned their faces westward, eventually landed 111 A.rkansas, and here they 
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breathed their last, the father's death occurring in Yellville at about the age 
of sixty-seven years, and the mother's at the age of seventy-nine years. Of 
them 1. C. Wilson inherits Scotch-Irish blood, and was one of the seven 
children born to them. He came to Marion County, Ark., in 1849, making 
the journey overland. He had married in North Carolina, and some of the 
older members of his family were born in that State. He located on a farm 
in what is now Boone County, then Carroll County, and lived there up to 1851, 
when he moved to Yellville, entered the mercantile business, and also kept an 
hotel. At the beginning of the war he went to St. Louis, but his stay in that 
city was of short duration. He rented a farm about twenty-five miles south 
of the city, on the banks of a small stream, where he remained until the cessa
tion of hostilities, when he returned to Yellville. Soon after, he moved to 
his farm east of that place, where his home has since been. He had amassed 
considerable means during ante-bellum days, but nearly all of this was swept 
away during the war, his buildings and fences destroyed, and ten negroes 
whom he owned, freed. His estate comprises 153 acres, the most of which is 
under cultivation and finely improved, with excellent buildings of all kinds. 
He was married to Martha, the daughter of Simeon and Mary Burlison, of 
North Carolina, and was called upon to mourn her death in 1875, she having 
borne him six children: Dr. William c., of Yellville; Mary A, wife of J. H. 
Berry, a leading merchant of Yellville, who has been there since 1852, and who 
has been closely identified with the progress and development of the town; 
Evaline, widow of G. W. Hensley, of Searcy County; Sophronia, wife of G. W. 
McDowell of Yellville, is deceased; Mosoria, wife of A S. Lofton, a banker of 
Yellville; and James B., a merchant of that place. Mr. Wilson is a member of 
the A F. & A. M. lodge of Yellville, and is a member of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church South. He is a highly honored citizen and has done much 
to build up and improve Marion County. His present wife was the Widow 
Layton, whose maiden name was Lydia A. Stover. 

JOHN McCoy (deceased). All people of true sensibility, who have a just 
regard for the memory of thos.e who have departed this life, cherish the 
details of the history of men, whose careers have been marked by uprightness 
and truth and whose lives have been filled up with acts of usefulness. It is, 
therefore, with gratification that we present to our readers a sketch of John 
McCoy, whose life in this county has been such as to make his memory justly 
respetted. He was a native of that grand old Mother of States, Virginia, his 
birth occurring in 1799. When about two years of age he was taken by his 
parents to east Tennessee, where he was reared in the then wild country, with
out the advantages of an education, just merely learning to read. He was mar
ried in Hawkins County, Tenn., and made his home there until 1841, when 
he came by wagon to what is now Christian County, being six weeks and two 
days in making the journey. He at once purchased a portion of the present 
home, having sixteen or seventeen acres in cultivation, upon which was a rude 
log cabin. This was about three miles southeast of Ozark, and there Mr. 
McCoy improved a good farm and spent the remainder of his days, until his 
death in 1875- For many years he operated a distillery, and soon after the 
war built a flo.uring mill, which he and his sons carric;d on until 1875. He 
was active, industrious and honest and made a good property. Although a 
Union man during the war he did not enter the army. A man of good habits, 
he was highly respected in the county where he was one of the first settlers. 
He had two brothers, James and Joel, and four sisters: Elizabeth, deceased, 
was the wife of John Hayes; Sallie, deceased, was the wife of George Hayes; 
Nancy, deceased, was the wife of Jeremiah Wilson; and Polly, deceased, mar· 
ried a Mr. Ferguson. The two brothers settled in Christian County prior to 
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the time au; subje~t c<l:me ~nd here passed the remainder of their days. The 
first three sI~ters dIed In tills county, too, but Polly died in Tennessee. Their 
father, A:chIbald 1l'lcCoy, was probably born in Virginia, where he was reared 
and marrIed, bu.t ~e w~s one of the first settlers of east Tennessee. In 184 I 
he came to Chnstlan County, 1\10., and there followed farming until his death 
a few years I.ater. He was but a boy during the Revolutionary War and took 
no part. HIS parents came from the Emerald Isle to Vir<Tinia a few Years 
prior to his birth. His wife, whose maiden name was Phcebe Hill, also' died 
in Christian County. The wife of our subject. Barbara \Volf, was a native of 
Hawkins County, Tenn .• born in 1797. She died October 10. 1882. Her 
father, Charles \Volf. died in Tennessee many vears an-o, and but little is 
known of the family history. To Mr. and 1\1rs. ~IcCoy w:re born six children, 
as follows: Andrew, deceased, was a soldier in the Ci\'il \\"ar. He left a fam
ily; Phcebe is the wife of Jeff Wolf, a prominent farmer of this county; Eliza, 
deceased; \VIlliam, born in Hawkins County, Tenn., was a soldier in the Fed
eral Army (for about two months he was in the Sixth :'Iissouri Cavalrv. but 
later joined the Sixth Provisional and was a scout in south :.\Iissouri and 'north 
Arkansas; he was never in a regular engagement); Charles, \\'ho is now on the 
old farm, served a short time in the militia, being unfit for acti\'e service, owing 
to disability (his wife was Delphi :.\IcGinnis, daughter of James :'IcGinnis. of 
this county; he and his brother \Villiam own the old farm of 450 acres. one of 
the best tracts of land in the county, and are engaged in stockraising); and 
Catherine is the wife of J. T. Tillman, a farmer of Christian County. All 
these children were born in Hawkins County, Tenn. The father and sons were 
\Vhigs prior to the war. but after that were stanch Democrats. The :'\lcCoy 
family is one of the oldest and most respected in the county. The two sons 
are occupying the farm on which their father settled fifty-two years ago. and 
are classed among the county's representati\'e citizens. 

JOHN STONE. Among the prominent farmers and stockraisers of Sugar 
Loaf Township, Boone County, Ark., stands the name of John Stone, whose 
fine farm and surroundings show what perseverance and industry will accom
plish. Mr. Stone was born in Lauderdale County, Ala., in the year 1829, to 
the marriage of Noble and Mary (Simmons) Stone, natives of the Palmetto 
State. \Vhen both father and mother were children they went with their par
ents to Alabama. grew to mature years in that State, married, and when our 
subject was about six months old they removed to Marion County, Tenn. There 
the mother died in 18,0. She was a worthy member of the :\Iethodist Church. 
Mr. Stone selected l\Iiss Nancy Crow as hIS second wife, and about 1861 they 
came to what is now Boone County, Ark., where the father passed the 
remainder of his days, dying in 1863, when over sixty years of age. Farming 
had been his life's occupation. In religion he was a Baptist. His father, 
Solomon Stone, was a Revolutionary soldier. The latter was of Irish origin and 
probably a native of South Carolina. He moved from that State to Alabama, 
thence to Tenn., where he followed farming until his death in 1839, when quite 
aged. He was a wealthy slave owner and an influential citizen. Our SUbject's 
maternal grandfather was also a native of South Carolina and moved from 
that State to Alabama and from there to Tennessee, where he died. The 
following children were born to the parents of our subject: Berry died in 
Newton County, Ark., during the war; Ashley Greene died in infancy; Abra
ham, a Confederate soldier, died in Tennessee the latter part of the war; 
Solomon died in Texas ill 1893 (he was in the Confederate Army, was all 
through the war, and was captured and held a prisoner at Fort Delaware for 
some time; John, subject; \Villiam, of Missouri, was a Federal soldier, ~nd 
although captured several times, managed to make his escape, once by S\\"Im-
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ming the Tennessee River after night; Ruth, wife of Obediah Havner, died 
in Tennessee; Irene, wife of Solomon Gross, died in Tennessee; Elizabeth, 
wife of John Blizzard, died in Tennessee; Jane is the wife of George Tedford, 
of Montgomery County, Ark.; and Lucy is the wife of Timothy ill. Turner, of 
Missouri. During his youth our subject received but little schooling and in 
the winter of 1852-53 he arrived with an ox team in what is now Boone 
County, Ark. He made the trip with another family and was about six weeks 
on the road. For about three years after reaching this State he worked as a 
farm hand, and in 1856 was married to Miss Elizabeth McCord, a native of 
Indiana, born in IS32, and the daughter of John and A.nn l'IIcCord, who went 
from Ohio to Indiana, and from there to north Arkansas about 1837. They 
passed the remainder of their days in what is now Boone County, the father 
dying a few months after coming to this State, and the mother in 1863. She 
was a native of Pennsylvania. To !\Ir. and ;VIrs. Stone were born seven chil
dren: Mary Ann, widow of l\Iordaci Lovelady; James \V., of Texas; Martha 
Jane died in childhood; John died young; Jennie 1'. died young; Richard Lee 
and Ida, who died in infancy. Since his marriage :'\1r. Stone has lived in this 
neighborhood and since ISSI on his present farm, one mile west of Lead Hill, 
where he has 140 acres of productive land, 100 acres cleared. Like his father 
and grandfathe ragricultural pursuits have been his principal occupation in 
life, and he has handled and fed a great deal of stock. For two years he was 
in the Confederate Army, enlisting early in 1862, and operated principally in 
Arkansas in the Ordnance Department, driving teams with ammunition, etc. 
In January, 1864, while the army was on the way to LittleRock, he was taken 
sick below Clarksville and came home. He did not return to the army, but 
in the fall went to northwest Missouri, where he remained until the war was 
over. Mr. Stone is a charter member of Polar Star Lodge No. 224, at Lead 
Hill, and he and wife are consistent members of the Christian Church. He 
was a \Vhig in politics at one time, voting for Gen. Scott in 1852, but he is 
now a Democrat. 

THOMAS H. S~IITH. The prosperity of any locality depends almost solely 
upon the character of the people who inhabit it, and if the citizens arc pushing, 
energetic and intelligent the country will prosper accordingly. Tennessee 
has given to Missouri many of her most progressive and prosperous citizens, 
prominent among whom is Thomas H. Smith, who is a product of Marion 
County, where he was born on August 7, IS50. a son of Ransom and Mary 
(Hendricks) Smith, the former of whom was born in Campbell County, April 
7, 1820, and the latter in Marion County April 14, IS26, both of Tennessee. 
Ransom Smith was taken to Marion County by his father, Thomas Smith, 
when he was about four years of age, and still resides on the old home farm 
on which the father settled. The great-grandfather of the subject of this sketch, 
Ransom Smith, was born in the Old North State and was a soldier of the 
Revolution. He was at one time a man of wealth, but he lost heavily through 
becoming security for his friends and afterward, with his sale possessions in a 
two-wheeled cart, moved into the wilds of Tennessee, in which State his 
descendants are now numerous. Ransom Smith, the father of Thomas H., 
was reared to a farm life, and, owing to temperate living, has reached the good 
old age of seventy-three years. He was for many years a Republican in poli
tics, but is now a stanch Prohibitionist. He has accumulated a fair share of this 
world's goods and an estate of 1,000 acres. He has always been a loyal citi
zen and during the Civil \Var was first lieutenant in Company I, Tenth Ten
nessee Infantry, but was afterward discharged on account of disability. 
He was left a widower in 1878, his wife being a daughter of Squire Hendricks, 
who was a pioneer of Marion County, who died many years ago. Mr. and 
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Mrs. Smith reared nine of the ten children born to them: Sarah A.; Ruth, who 
died at the age of twelve years; Thomas H.; Tennessee Catherine; George 
W.; Margaret E., who died after reaching womanhood; Dorcas, Ransom 
Mary and Lassie L. George is a resident of Stone County, where he ha~ 
taught school for the past four years. The father is, as was the mothcr, a 
member of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church. Soon after the birth of the 
subject of this sketch his parents removed to Arkansas, where they made their 
home for several years prior to the war, then moved back to Tennessee. 
Thomas H. received a common-school education, but, while still pursuing the 
paths of learning, the war came up and interfered with his studies for some 
time. Later he attended the Masonic Institute in Tennessee and then the 
Sequatchie College, in which he gained a fair education. After leaving school 
he began following the occupation of farming in his nati\'e State until 18;6, 
when he moved to Kansas and in the vicinity of Coffeeville continued to till 
the soil. In 1877 Greene County, Mo., became his home and he continued to 
farm in the vicinity of Republic until ISiS, when he settled on Crane Creek, 
Stone County, where he worked in a saw-mill for two years. He then took 
up his residence on his present farm of 260 acres one and one-half miles from 
Galena, and this farm he continues to look after although his residence proper 
is in the town of Galena, where he has resided since 1893. 1\1r. Smith has 
always been a stanch Republican and on this ticket was elected to the various 
responsible offices he has held. In IS86 he was elected to the office of county 
clerk, also that of Circuit Court clerk and ex-officio recorder, in each and cvery 
one of which capacities he served with marked ablity and to the satisfaction 
of all concerned. He has at all times manifested much public spirit and has 
been successful in a business way, notwithstanding the fact that in early life 
he met with some financial reverses. At the present time he gives consider
able attention to the raising of stock and grain and is a shrewd and practical 
farmer. He was married in Tennessee to Miss l\Iartha J. l\Iaxwell, a daughter 
of Griffin and Nancy (Tedgue), Maxwell, both of whom were born in Marion 
County, Tenn., and were schoolmates of Ransom Smith. The Maxwells were 
early residents of Tennessee and l\Il's. Smith was one of a family of tweh-e 
children. She has borne her husband nine children, eight of whom are li\'ing: 
Allah F., Emma G., Mary K., Roma E., Robert R., George, Alice L., :Mattie 
and Stella. Emma died at the age of one year. :Mr. Smith and family are 
attendants of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church, of which the wife is a 
member. They are among the first citizens of Stone County and have gath
ered about them a host of warm friends. 

JUDGE B. B. HUDGINS. The present circuit judge of the Fourteenth Dis
trict of Arkansas is Judge B. B. Hudgins, who was born in Taney County, 
Mo., August 15, 1854, the eldest child born to Dr. John \V. and Malinda 
(Byrne) Hudgins, who were born in Jackson County, Ala., aI?d ~.Iarion County, 
Tenn_, respectively. The paternal grandparents were BenJamm and l\lartha 
(Ellis) Hudgins, and were born and reared on the Atlantic coast, and 
Benjamin was a young man when he came \Vest. He was descended from 
one of three brothers who came to this country from England. Dr. John W. 
Hudgins was a young man when he removed to Tennessee, but prior to this 
he was married in Alabama to Eliza Proctor, by whom he had three children: 
'William L., James and Cynthia, the two sons being now residents of Texas. 
Their mother died in Missouri, and Dr. Hudgins afterward married Miss 
Byrne, a daughter of Brice and Ann (Ra'Ylst~l1l) ~yrne, natives of Nor~h 
Carolina but who were reared and spent their hves III Tennessee and later III 

Arkansa~. William Byrne, the father of Brice, came from Ireland when .a 
young man, married in North Carolina, and later moved to Tennessee, hiS 

20 
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death occurrinrr in Jackson County. In 1848 Brice Byrne located in Carroll 
(now Boone) County, and there made his home until his death in 1869. He 
was a prominent man in public affairs, held the office of county surveyor, was 
a Democrat politically and socially a Mason. He was a wealthy farmer. His 
wife was born in Tennessee, a daughter of James Rawlston, who was a colonel 
in the 'War of 1812, under Jackson, with whom he was at New Orleans. His 
wife died in Boone County in 1880, having become the mother of nine chil
dren, all of whom reached maturity, of whom Mrs. Hudgins was the third in 
order of birth. The parents settled on Government land about. one mile from 
Harrison, and this farm is now owned by the subject of thIS sketch. Dr. 
Hudgins was a successful medical practitioner and eame from Taney to what 
is now Boone County, settling about ten miles south of where Harrison now 
is. He finally settled on Crooked Creek, where he died in 1858, having been 
one of the first medical practitioners of this section of the country. He was a 
Mason, a Democrat politically, but gave but little time to politics. He was a 
member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and was successful in the accumu
lation of wealth. His widow, who is living in Harrison, is in the enjoyment of 
good health. She has been a resident of Arkansas since eighteen years old, 
and has spent the most of her life in the vicinity of Harrison. Her union with 
Dr. Hudgins resulted in t:le birth of three children: Brice B.; Martha A., who 
is a teacher in the schools of Harrison, and Mary M., who is the wife of 
Samuel Bradley. Mrs. Hudgins has long been a member of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, reared her children with good judgment after the death of 
her husband. and is still keeping house. Judge B. B. H uclgins was reared in 
what is now Boone County, first attended the common schools but later 
entered the high school of Valley Spring. He engaged in school teaching 
after the war, the family having lost all they had during that time, and as the 
Judge was the eldest, he became the mainstay of the family. When he could 
afford to do so and could find the time he attended school also, and during the 
four years that he was engaged in teaching he became well and favorably 
known as a pedagogue. He took up the study of law in 1877, and two years 
later was admitted to the bar and immediately thereafter he opened an office 
in Harrison and at once started on a lucrative practice. He was first elected 
to the General Assembly of 1885, was reelected in 1887 and again in 1889, 
serving the last term as speaker of the house. He became well known in the 
session of 1889 from his efforts to secure what was considered a fair election 
law. He was elected to the office of circuit judge of the Fourteenth Judicial 
District in 1890 and is still discharging the duties of this important office with 
distinguished ability. This district covers seven counties. and is one of the 
largest in Arkansas, and has not a mile of railroad in it. As a juror Judge 
Hudgins is well liked and has tried many important civil and criminal cases. 
At an early age he was elected to the office of county examiner of schools, 
and almost from the commencement of his independent career he has held 
some office or other. He has been successful in all branches of his law prac
tice and has followed his profession in all parts of his district and is widely 
and favorably known. He has always been a Democrat in politics, is active 
in public matters and has canvassed the district for his party. He has been 
successful financially, and, in addition to pursuing his calling, he has given con
$iderable attention to farming, being the owner of the land which was entered by 
his grandfather. He was married in Harrison to Miss Josephine Bailey, a daugh
ter of Capt. \"'1. W. Bailey of Harrison. Mrs. Hudgins was born in Boone 
County, in I859 (March 2I) and was reared in the town of Harrison. To 
them six children have been born: Oscar W., Ora M., Ben Hill. Jellie M., 
Joie and Lucy. The family attend the Methodist Episcopal Church of Hal'ri-
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son, of which Judge and Mrs. Hudgins are members. They are highly 
respected people of the county, and have a sufficiency of this world's goods 
to make life enjoyable and easy. 

KELSEY GILLMORE. Kelsey Gillmore has been a resident of Newton 
County all his life, his birth occurring here in 1834, has identified himself 
with the interests of his section, has won numerous friends, and has built up 
a reputatioI!- for honesty and fair dealing that is in every way merited. His 
father, LevI Gillmore, was a native Vermonter, and in that State grew to 
mature years and secured a fair education. \Vhen a young man he started 
West, and stopped in the Hoosier State, where he met and married Miss Sallie 
Lindsey. Later he removed to :.I.Iissouri, where he followed rafting on the 
Gasconade River a number of years, and then mo\·ed to Newton County, Ark. 
There he located on Cave Creek, was one of the first settlers, but subsequently 
moved to Big Creek, where he improved a good farm, and remained until a 
few years before the war. From there he mo\·ed to Texas, and died in that 
State in 1862. Of him it may be said that he was truly a pioneer of Newton 
County, for he located here when most of the inhabitants were Indians. For 
the most part he followed agricultural pursuits, but on account of exposure in 
early life was blind for about twenty years. He was a Baptist in his religious 
views, and was the only one of his family who came to Arkansas. He was a 
soldier in the \Var of 1812. Mr. Gillmore was twice married, but no children 
were born to his last union. Nine children were the fruits of the first union, 
as follows: l\Iiranda, deceased, was the wife of John Flood; Asa, died in Texas; 
Jane, widow of John Tennison; Elizabeth, deceased, was the wife of Green 
Davidson; Salina, died single; Alabama, died in Arkansas; Clarinda died in 
Fayetteville during the war (she was the wife of G. P. Ewing); Sallie died 
when quite young; and Lovina, deceased, was the wife (If L. R. Jones. Our 
subject was fifth in order of birth of the above-mentioned children, and was 
about nine years of age when his mother died. He was reared on Big Creek 
with but very little schooling; and in 1854, when about twenty years of age, 
he married :'.Iiss Emilv Maberr\", a native of Tennessee. Her father, David 
Maberry, came from Tennessee· to this county at an early uay, but subse
quently moved to Texas, where his career ended. ilIrs. :'.Iaberl"}' died in 
Newton County. To our subject and wife were born the following- children: Asa; 
George, David, deceased: Miranda, wife of Harman Cooper; illary Isabel, wife 
of Moses Boatman; Levina died young; Louisa is the wife of W. A. Ewing; 
John; Albert Monroe, who died when five years or age; and several died in 
infancy. Mr. Gillmore has resided in Newton County all his life, and is one 
of the leading farmers and millers of Big Creek, owning a good steam grist, 
saw mill and gin. For six years after the war he sold goods on Big Piney, but 
aside from that he was engaged in farming almost exclusively until recently. 
During the last two years of the war he served in Company D, Second Arkan
sas Cavalry, Union Army, and served in :\Iissouri, Arkansas and T.ennessee, 
participating in many skirmishes. He was discharged at :'-'Iemphls, Tenn., 
August 20, 1865, and soon after returned to his home. l\lr. Gillmore is a 
member of Red Rock Lodcre, and is a member of the Chapter at Jasper. He 
is also a member of the G. ~"". R., and he and wife are members in good stand
ing in the Christian Church. Mr. Gillmore belongs to one of the oldest fami
lies of Newton County, and is one of its wealthiest, honorable and industrious 
citizens. He well remembers pioneer days, and the privations endured by the 
early settlers. 

S. H. HENRY, a poineer of this section and the man who establis~ed 
the first planing mill business in West Plains, came originally ~rom Coffee 
County, Tenn., his birth occurring there December 9, 1:336. HIS tather, John 
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Henry, who was also born and reared in Coffee County, Tenn., came to Howell 
County, Mo., in the year 1857. He was a son of Samuel Henry, who was a 
native of South Carolina and an early pioneer in Tennessee. The Henry 
family is of Irish origin. The grandfather was a soldier in the War of 1812, 
and was with Gen. Jackson at New Orleans. He died soon after the war. 
The father of our subject was married in his native State to Miss Sallie Sane, 
a native of Tennessee, and soon after emigrated to Missouri. Mrs. Henry is 
still living, a resident of West Plains, but the father died in this county in 1886. 
He was a prominent farmer and a citizen much respected by all. In religion 
he was a Methodist and in politics a Democrat. Our subject was the eldest of 
twelve children, ten of whom a reliving: D. c., a soldier in General Price's 
Army, is now living in Thornville, this State; Martha, who died after rearing 
a family; I. P., who is living in Peace Valley, was also a soldier in the 
Confederate Army; Nimrod, a hunter, resides in Oklahoma Territory, and is a 
man of a family; George, lives in Gunter Valley; James, a farmer in Shannon 
County; Mary, the wife of O. N. Barnett of West Plains; Thomas who is liv
ing in Peace Valley; and John Q., also in Peace Valley. The others died 
young. Mr. Henry probably set out the first orchard in Howell County. In 
his native State and county our subject received his schooling and grew to 
mature years. He came to Missouri with his parents and here followed 
farming and stockraising up to 1882, when he started in the lumber business. 
He erected a planing mill in West Plains, and engaged in the manufacture of 
lumber, sash, doors, blinds, and although he started in business in a small way 
he met with success from the start. Later he erected the building he now 
uses, a large brick structure, 40XIOO. Mr. Henry is also engaged in the livery 
business, the same known as Laster & Henry, and has the largest and best 
equipped stable in town. In political matters he is a Democrat, but is conserva
tive in local affairs. He is interested in all public matters, and is one of the 
leading men of West Plains. Mr. Henry is a member of the I. O. O. F., 
West Plains Lodge No. 263, and a member of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church South, in which he is an officer. He was married in this county 
to Miss Margaret Thomas, daughter of B. C. Thomas, and they have 
six children: Thomas, who is interested in the mill business; Alice, wife 
of R. V. Laster the liveryman; Emma, wife of John Goss of West Plains; 
Sally, wife of William Summers a farmer; Nettie, wife of Albert Thornburg; 
and Bessie, at home. Mr. Henry is a good business man and a credit to the 
town. 

PROF. THOMAS A. KAY. This gentleman is one of the oldest and most 
successful educators of Douglas County, and is well known over a large terri
tory. He is a Georgian by birth, his natal county being De Kalb, where he 
first saw the light December 12, 1853, a son of William T. and Lucretia 
(Cardar) Kay, the former of whom was a native of South Carolina and a son 
of Alexander Kay, who was a Virginian by birth and a farmer by occupation. 
William T. Kay was married in South Carolina and in 1850 took up his resi
dence in Georgia, and from there enlisted in the Confederate Army, in which 
he served eighteen months. In November, 1870, he came to Missouri and is 
still living on the farm on which he first settled in the southern part of Doug
las County. He has always been a Democrat, is a substantial citizen, is a 
successful farmer and a worthy member of the Baptist Church, as is also his 
wife, who was born in the Palmetto State, a daughter of Thomas Cardar, who 
was of French descent. Some of the early members of this family served in 
the Revolutionary War. To William T. Kay and his wife the following 
children were given: Sarah J., wife of J. J. Dickerson of this county; Tempy 
is the widow of J. D. Haden; Mary E. died at the age of two years; Julia E. is 
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the widow of S. H. Sellers of this county; Thomas A., the subject of this sketch' 
Fra~ces 1., wife of R.~. Haden; Willi~m P., who died at the age of four years; 
L.oulse, who first marned \V. R. Hawkms, sheriff of Ozark County, and after 
his death wedded Charles Mackey, and is living in California. Prof. Thomas 
A. Kay is one of the most prominent educators of the county, and laid the 
foundations of his present education in the public schools of Georgia. He also 
attended the schools of Mountain Home, Ark., and in 1872 became a teacher 
of Douglas County, and has taught over sixty terms of school. In 1890 he 
took charge of the schools of Ava, and has had the management of them ever 
since, having been for three years prior to that time a teacher in these schools. 
He was for some time principal of the Silver Shade and Arno schools, and to 
him the credit is due of having established the Good Hope College in Ozark. 
He was elected superintendent of the schools of Douglas County. and held 
the office four terms, eight years in all, and made a very zealous and efficient 
official. In April, 1893, at the expiration of his term of office, he abandoned 
school work on account of ill health, and engaged in the stock business, in 
which occupation he has been quite successful. He owns a good farm near 
Ava, which he rents, and has fifteen acres of town property in Ava, with a 
large and fine orchard. As a man and citizen, Prof. Kay is one of the leaders 
in the community in which he resides. He is active on political matters, is a 
Democrat, and for some time has held the office of elder in the Christian 
Church, of which he is a worthy member. The Professor was first married to 
Carrie Milne,of Ozark County, a school teacher, and by her became the father 
of five children: Homer A., who died at the age of two months; Ora, who died 
at the age of seven months; Luin died at the age of twenty months; Ethel,and 
Dewey. The mother of these children died in 1887, after which the Professor 
married Delilah Herndon, daughter of Judge Herndon, and three children 
have been born to them: Hattie, Burney, and Florence. Prof. Kay is well 
known throughout southern Missouri, and stands at the head of school,work 
in his section, having had twenty-one years' experience in this line of human 
endeavor. He established an institute for the teachers of this count,., in the 
conduct of which he showed himself well posted and up with the times. He 
has done much to elevate the standard of schools in his section, and is a regular 
attendant of State institutes. He is self-educated, has made his own way in 
life but by hard and conscientious work, has made a name for himself as an 
educator, and has won a fair share of this world's goods. 

ALEXANDER C. KISSEE. A descendant of good old Virginia stock, Mr. 
Kissee inherited the fundamental principles of industry, integrity and deter
mination of purpose which became the attributes of his whole after life. He 
is a native of the Prairie State, born in Edgar County ~ovember 2, 1834, and 
the son of Arter and Ufins (Bledsoe) Kissee and grandson o~ Benjamin and 
Elizabeth (Weddill) Kissee. The grandparents were both natlV~s of the Old 
Dominion and early settlers of Kentucky, where they passed their latter days, 
the grandfather living to be over one hundred years. The great-grandfather. 
Stoball Kissee, was a native of Virginia, but it is thought was of French descent. 
The family emigrated from Kentucky, to Indiana, and thence to plinois, but 
later returned to Indiana, and settled in the northwest partofthe State. where 
the father of our subject took up land. He was born in Pulaski County, K~ .• 
in 1810, and was married in Kentucky, to ~n!;S Bledsoe, who was born m 
North Carolina, October 14. 1805. 1'Ir. Kissee made his home in Indiana, 
until 1846 and then came to what is now Christian County, settling on Swan 
Creek and later near Ozark. Thence he moved to Sparta and there passed 
the r~mainder of his days, dying in 1887. Formerly a Whig i? politics he 
espoused the principles of the Republican party later, and was oblIged to leave 
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home on account of his political views. He served eight months in the 
twenty-fourth Missouri Infantry, and was in a number of skirmishes in this 
section. He was well known in southwest Missouri, and by his industry and 
good management became the owner of much valuable property. He reared 
a family of eight children as follows, Elizabeth, deceased, was the wife of 
Jacob Propes, of Indiana; Mary j., residing in Christian County, is the widow of 
Milton Eldridge, Willis was a soldier in the Civil War and fought all over the 
southwest country; he commanded a company in guerrilla fighting and was 
noted as a brave and valiant soldier; he returned to his farm in Taney 
County, became well and favorably known all over the section, and accumu
lated considerable wealth; later, he moved from Taney County, to Colorado, 
and engaged in mining, but was also in the liquor business; he was shot and 
killed by a man named Kellogg, whom he killed at the same time; during his 
time, as a soldier he killed thirty-two guerrillas, Alexander C. our subject; 
Nancy Jane was married four times, died a number of years ago; Sylvanus, who 
is living three miles northeast of Sparta, in Christian County, is married and 
has a family; he was a soldier in the Union Army during the Rebellion and 
was in twenty-six engagements, Caroline, is the widow of Steven Bolar; 
George W., who is living in Ozark County, volunteered with his father in the 
army and was a good soldier, fighting in twenty-seven engagements. Mrs. 
Kissee's parents, Benjamin and Elizabeth (Morton) Bledsoe, were early 
pioneers of Kentucky. Mrs. Kissee died in 1878, and was a worthy member 
of the Christian Church. Mr. Kissee was a member of no church. The youth
ful days of our subject wae spent in Indiana, attending the early schools, but 
he learned to read, write and figure by his own efforts. When a young man 
of twenty he started out for himself, splitting rails at 55 cents per hun
dred. On January 21,1855, he was married to Miss Catherine McHaffie, 
daughter of David McHaffie, who was born in Springfield, Mo., on December, 
15, 1837. Ten children were born to this marriage, six of whom survive: 
David, died when two years of age; Arter is married and has a family of three 
children, and is in the mill business with his father, Mary U. married C. C. 
Casey of Kissee Mills, Catherine G. married James K. Davis, a farmer of the 
Indian Nation; Elizabeth J. is the wife of William R. Stuart, a farmer of 
Kissee Mills; Julia A., wife of James R. Wyatt, resides in Kissee Mills; 
Schuyler C. is a farmer and is with his father in the store at Kissee Mills. He 
is married; Abraham L., Emily and a daughter who died in infancy, when the 
mother died, January 15, 1876. Our subject's second marriage was with Miss 
Cordelia M. Davis, daughter of Louis and Nancy C. (Hammer) Davis, both of 
whom were natives of Greene County, Mo. The Grandfather, John L. Davis, 
was a native of Tennessee, as was also Grandfather Hammer. The Davis 
family came to Taney County at an early 'e1ate and settled near Kissee Mills, 
where the father and mother dice! in 1887. Nine children were born to them, 
five of whom are living: Susan T., wife of Spenser Tate; James K., resident of 
the Indian Nation; William S., living in Arkansas; Louis B., residing in Arkan
sas, and Frances, who died when fifteen years of age. The remainder of the 
children died young. Mrs. Kissee was born in Greene County, Mo., March 
12, 186r, and was seven years of age when the family came to this county. 
She married Mr. Kissee in 1876, when fifteen years of age. Eleven children 
were born to this union: Alexander, Ulysses S. G., William S. and Robert L. 
(twins), Cordelia, Hiram Obiff, (deceased), Alfred C., Benjamin H., Ethel and 
two daughters who died young and were not named. The six eldest children 
died young, but four were named. Our subject came to Kissee Mills in 1869, 
and is now the owner of a large tract of land, all well improved, and also the 
owner of the old home in Christian County, where the father lived many years. 
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In 1886 he started to layout the town of Kissee :\Iills, but later sold out and 
went to California where heremained but a short time. He then returned and 
bought back some of the land he had owned. There are now two stores, a grist 
mill, saw mill and cotton gin, for which Beaver Creck gi\'cs good waterpower. 
Fraternally i\Ir. Kissee is a IIIason, a member of Forsvth Lodge "'0. 453, and 
l\Irs. Kissee ~as taken the wife and daughter degree al1d also the Eastern Star 
degree. He 15 also an Odd Fellow. In politics he has ever been identified 
with the Republican party. During the war he resided in Christian County 
and served in the Home Guards, and was second lieutenant in Company H, 
Seventy-second E. M. Militia. He participated in the battle of Springfield, 
the l\Iarmaduke fight, and was stationed at Ozark during most of the war. :\1r. 
Kissee is a liberal contributor to all worthy movements, and is one of the pro
gressive, wide-awake men of the county. For about three years he published 
a paper called the Ta7ley COlm~1' Times, which was considered the best 
paper in the county at that time. Pushing and enterprising, he got the post
office in Kissee Mills in 1870 and became the leading business man of his 
neighborhood. He was postmaster at Kissee Mills for some time. 

FRANK KE:>TLlNG. In the midst of the failures and disasters of life it is a 
real pleasure to review the career of a man whose efforts have been crowned 
with success and whose life has been honorable in e\'ery particular, as has that 
of Frank Kentling. He is now a general merchant, farmer and stock dealer at 
Highlandville, 1\10., and is one of the foremost business men of his section. 
He possesses all the thrift and perse\'erance of his Teutonic ancestors and has 
met with the success that is sure to follow. Mr. Kentling was born in 18.~1 in 
North Germany, as were also his parents, Dr. Bennett and Johanna Kentling, 
the father dying there about 1883. He was a physician for many years. The 
mother is still living in the old country. Eight children were born to them. 
One child, Francis, came to the United States about IS7, and died in St. Louis, 
while attending the St. Louis Medical College. Our subject recei\'ed a good 
collegiate education in his native country and for some time clerked in a 
grocery and dry goods store. In 1863 he came to the C"nited States and spent 
two years in the grocery business in Chicago. Later he spent the same length 
of time in the same business at St. Louis and in IS70 came to Highland\'iUe, 
where he established a store. A.bcut a year later a postoffice was given the 
thriving little village and :\lr. Kentling was postmaster there for about seven 
years. He began business with a capital of $350, but by his energy and good 
business acumen soon built up a thri\'ing trade. He does an annual business 
of from $15,000 to $20,000 and is the owner of about 300 acres in this and Stone 
Counties, all the fruits of his own efforts. He handles grain, cattle, hogs, 
etc., and has been the means of building up quite a village at Highlandville, 
in which there is a good school, a hall, and three churches. :\1r. Kentling was 
married in St. Louis, in 1869, to 1\liss Catherine Sherch, a nati\'e of Hungary. 
There her parents died and she crossed the ocean to the United States alone. 
In this countrv she met and married 1\1r. Kentling. by \\'hom she has had eight 
children: Amelia, Frank, Bennett, Johanna, Joseph, William, _-\.ntonius and 
Charles. l\lr. Kentling belonged to the German Army for some time and was 
in the Reserve, from which he received a permit to visit the United States for 
one year prospecting, etc. During this time his country was at war with 
Prussia and he was summoned home. Calling on the German consulate at 
Chicago, he was a little too late, for the war was at an end. During the short 
time he 'oI,'as in this country he had seen enough to satisfy him that he could 
do better here than in the" Fatherland" and he concluded to remain. He is 
a member of the Highlandville Lodge, 1. O. O. F., ~o. 33 I, and a man wdl 
liked by all who know him. 
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\;VILLIAM G. PU~!PHREY. This prominent citizen and retired farmer and 
stockraiser of Sugar Loaf Township, Boone County, Ark., was born in Ruth
erford County, Tenn., in 1824. His grandfather, Larkin Pumphrey, was prob
ably born in North Carolina, but at an early date moved to Kentucky, and 
from there to Tennessee, dying in Rutherford County, of the latter State, 
where he had followed farming. It is thought that he was a Revolutionary 
soldier. His marriage resulted in the birth of six sons and three daughters, 
of whom our subject's father, Lewis Pumphrey, was one. The latter was born 
in North Carolina, but in after years went with his parents to Kentucky, where 
he finished his growth and married J\liss Polly Thompson, a native of the Blue 
Grass State. From there he and family removed to Rutherford County, Tenn., 
and in about IS35 Mr. Pumphrey came by wagon to what is no\\' Fulton 
County, Ark., where his death occLirred two or three years later. H is wife 
had died in Tennessee, and he afterward married again, his second wife dying 
in Fulton County, Ark. Mr. Pumphrey was a well-to-do farmer and trader. 
Our subject's maternal grandfather, Meredith Thompson, was probably a 
native of North Carolina, but was also an early settler of Kentucky. From 
the latter State he moved to Rutherford County, Tenn., and followed farming 
until his death in 1836. His wife died there the same year. They had four 
sons and three daughters. The following family were born to the parents of 
our subject: Meredith, died in Fulton County, Ark., nearly fifty years ago; 
Nancy Jane, died in Tennessee when seventeen years of age; Franklin, of 
Fulton County, Ark.; Matilda, of Fulton County, widow of James Baker; 
William G., subject; Eliza Jane, died in Springfield, Mo., widow of George 
Thompson. Like the average country boy our subject passed his boyhood 
days in assisting his father on the farm and in attending the common school, 
where he received the rudiments of an education. 'vVhen still but a boy his 
parents moved to Arkansas, where there were no schools, and the limited 
scholastic training he received in Tennessee was all that he ever obtained, 
although by self-application and observation he became a very well-informed 
man. He was married in Ozark County. Mo., about 1843, to Miss Fannie Holt, 
daughter of \Villiam Holt (see sketch of R. L. Holt). Mrs. Pumphrey was 
born in Cannon County, Tenn., came with her parents to Missouri, and died 
April Ig, 1846. By her marriage to Mr. Pumphrey she became the mother of 
two children: Mary, wife of Byron Wells, of \Vebster County, Mo., and Lewis, 
who died when five years of age. On the 7th of August, 1847, Mr. Pumphrey 
married Miss Elizabeth C. Hawkins, a native of Tennessee, and the daughter 
of Dennis and Hepsey Hawkins, who came from Tennessee to Fulton County, 
Ark., where Mr. Hawkins died a few years later. Mrs. Hawkins is sti111iving. 
Our subject's marriage resulted in the birth of six children: Benjamin, who 
died when about twenty-one years of age; Eliza is the wife of Thomas Brown, 
of Fulton County, Ark.; George resides in Ozark County, Mo.; Sarah Ann, 
wife of George Hicks, of Ozark County, Mo.; Thomas, of Fulton County, 
Ark., and \Villie, who died in infancy. In the year 1865 Mr. Pumphrey was 
married to Miss Phcebe M. Compton, a native of North Carolina. Five chil
dren were the fruits of this union: John, James, Jarrett, Fidell and Ollie 1. 
The last two were twins, but Ollie 1. is deceased. The first three are residing 
in this county. In the month of September, 1873, Mr. Pumphrey married 
Mrs. Pemelia Casinger, daughter of John and Minerva Hawkins, who came 
originally from Tennessee. Mrs. Pumphrey was born in Ozark County, Mo., 
and by her union with Mr. Pumphrey she became the mother of three chil
dren: Elijah Lee, Elbert E. and \Villiam W. After his last marriage Mr. 
Pumphrey located in Ozark County, Mo., and made his home there until 1887, 
when he came to Boone County, Ark., and has since been a prominent farmer. 
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He resided two miles northwest of Lead Hill on a well-improved farm of 320 
acres, and although at one time he was the owner of 600 acres he gave a great 
deal of land to his children. He started in life with nothing, but by industry 
and strict attention to every detail, has been unusually successful. For thirty
eight years he lived on one farm in Ozark County, and agricultural pursuits 
have been his principal occupation. J1r. Pumphrey was opposed to seces
sion, but otherwise remained neutral and took no part in the war. He and his 
wife have been members of the Christian Church for many years, and in poli
tics he has been strictly independent, supporting ,,·hom he considered the 
best man regardless of their political affiliations. Honored and respected by 
all, l'vIr. Pumphrey is one of the county's best citizens. 

ISAAC H. A. DAl\IEL, a Union soldier during the Civil \Var, and now a 
prominent farmer and stockraiser of \Vashington Township, Stone County, 
Mo., Isaac H. A. Daniel is a native of Franklin Count", Tenn., where he was 
born September 30, 1830. He is a son of Reuben and Susan (Watts) Daniel, 
natives of North Carolina and Franklin County, Tenn., respectively. \Vhen a 
boy Reuben Daniel went with his parents from Georgia to Franklin County, 
Tenn., and there he grew to manhood and was married. About 1839 he 
moved to \Vayne County, Tenn., and then to Washington Connty, Ark, where 
he died in April, 1863. He was a soldier in the First Arkansas United States 
Army, but was home on a furlough at the time of his death. His entire life 
was passed in agricultural pursuits. His father, Job Daniel, was probably 
born in England, and was a soldier in the Revolutionary \Var. His death 
occurred in Franklin Connty, Tenn. Our subject was but four years old at the 
time of his father's death and there were seven children left fatherless. The 
mother died in 1891, when about eighty-one years of age, her death occurring 
in Stone County. She was the daughter of Robert \\'atts, who was a drum
major and was killed at the battle of Horseshoe Bend. Of the ele,'en children 
born to his parents our subject was the eldest. The next was \Villiam James, 
who died in California many years ago; :\Ielvina E., widow of Isaac Ellis; Levi 
Thomas, of Texas, was a soldier in the Civil \Var and a teamster in the Federal 
Army; Rachie Gilbert died in Stone County, in August, 1892 (he was a soldier 
in the Rebellion); Andrew Baxter was a soldier in the Twenty-fifth Illinois Infan
try, and was killed at ~lissionary Ridge); William B., of Washington County, 
Ark., was also in the Twenty-fifth Illinois Infantry, and was all through the war; 
Rebecca Jane, wife of James \~'elJs, of Stone County; Jefferson, of \Vashington 
County, Ark.; Spencer, died when quite young, and Elias Alexander died in 
Tennessee when an infant. Our subject's educational advantages were rather 
limited during youth, but since reaching mature years he has become a well
posted man. From an early age he became familiar with the duties of the farm 
and it was but natural, perhaps, that when starting out for himself he should 
choose agricultural pursuits as his occupation in life. On September 12, 1854, 
he was married in Hardin County, Tenn., to :}largaret Butler, a native of 
Bedford County, Tenn., and the daughter of Brazman and Charlotte Butler, 
natives also of Bedford County, Tenn. Both were members of the Presbyterian 
Church and passed their last days in Hardin County, where the father followed 
the carpenter's trade. The following children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Daniel: 
Alice, wife of Uriah Croombs of ;vIto Vernon, Mo.; William James; Andrew J.; 
Mary E. died when a child; Susan c., wife of Constantine Forrester; 
Benjamin F" Cary L., John Brazman, Pearl E. and Ida May. In 1859 Mr. 
Daniel removed to Washington County, Ark., where he resided until 1865, 
when he removed to the northwest corner of Stone County. There he made his 
home until 1886 when he moved to his present farm three miles above Galena, 
where he has 187 acres of excellent land, II5 acres of which are under 
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cultivation. He is an honest, industrious man, and what he has accumulated in 
the way of this world's goods has been made by the honest sweat of his brow. 
He affiliated with the Republicans until a ff>\" y~ars ago, b'.!t is new l!1dependent. 
While n:siding in Arkansas he was a member of the Masonic fraternity. He 
and Mrs. Daniel hold membership in the Missionary Baptist Church. On the 
20th of June, 1862, Mr. Daniel enlisted in Company B, First Arkansas 
Cavalry, Union Army, and a few months later was made company sergeant, 
which position he filled until the close of the war, operating in northwest 
Arkansas and southwest Missouri, and in active service all the time. He acted 
in all the ranks up to major, commanding the company for several weeks at a 
time, and was a brave and faithful soldier. He had many narrow escapes, at 
one time having his horse shot from under him in Washington County, Ark., 
by thirteen bushwhackers. One shot slightly grazed his leg. He was mustered 
out at Fayetteville, Ark., August 23,1865, and soon after returned to his family, 
who had removed to Stone County in April of that year. 

THE HARRISON ROLLER MILL COMPANY. This company is comprised of 
L. R. Smilie, W. F. Ryan and J. B. Houck, who became proprietors in Sep
tember, 1891. The plant is valued at about $9,000, and is fitted up with 
three double sets of rollers and has a capacity of fifty barrels per day. 
Employment is given to five hands the year round and the working hours of 
the mill are about ten hours per day usually, but press of work often compels 
them to operate day and night. The mill was erected in 1870 or 1871 by Fick 
& Baker. and was at that time only a buhr mill, and still has a buhr for 
the grinding of corn. This company, in connection with it:; grist mill, 
is engaged in operating an extensive planing mill, and deals heavily in 
the finest class of building lumber. The brands of flour which it manu
facture are the "Full Patent," "Straight Patent," and "Gold Dust," all of which 
are very popular within a radius of fifty miles of the mill, and are especially 
popular with housewives in the immediate vicinity. 

Mr. L. R. Smilie, one of the proprietors, is a native of Pennsylvania. In 
early childhood he moved with his parents to Livingston County, Ill., and in 
1866 they again turned their faces westward, locating in Crawford County, 
Kan. Mr. Smilie was a successful farmer, and remained at this place until 
1884, when he went to Boone County, Ark., where he first engaged in the saw 
milling business and later in flour milling. He has two sons: Robert Percy and 
Charles Oscar Smilie. 

W. F. Ryan, another of the proprietors, has been a resident of the county 
since 1885, having come thither from Kansas, but was born in Clark County, 
Ill., February 12, 1858. His father, Jacob M. Ryan, was born in Ohio, but at 
an early day became a resident of Clark County, Ill., later moved to Kansas, and 
in 1882 came to Boone County, Ark., where he died in June, 1893, having been 
an extensive lumber dealer of Harrison. He was a soldier in Company G, 
Fifty-fourth Regiment of Volunteers, during the war, belonged to the Repub
lican party, and while a resident of Crawford County, Kan., held the office of 
sheriff two terms, and justice of the peace several terms. He followed mer
chandising and farming in Illinois, and while in Kansas tilled the soil. His 
widow, whose maiden name was Abbie Ann, divides her time between her 
daughter. Mrs. L. R. Smilie, and her son, W. F. Ryan. She bore her husband 
the following children: Mary R., wife of J. B. Houck, a member of the milling 
company; Robert 0 .. who is living in Newton County, Ark.; Wilbur F., of the 
above-mentioned firm; Reginald c., who is a farmer of the State of Washing
ton; Annace L., wife of L. R. Smilie, of the milling company; O. W., who is a 
lumberman of Harrison, Ark.; Rose]. Pearl died young, and T.]. was the 
wife of R. H. Lawton at the time of her death. They were all reared in the 
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faith of the Methodist Episcopal Church. W. F. Ryan received his initiatory 
training i!l the cOf!lmon schools of K~nsas, and when twenty-one years of age 
began dOIng for himself as a farmer 1n that State. Upon first coming to this 
county he gave his attention to saw milling in the northern part of the county, 
but .gave that up when he ~egan grist milling. He is doing well financially, is 
a wide-awake and progressive n:an of affairs, and a credit and acquisition to 
the cou~1ty. He has followed 1n the footsteps of his worthy father and is a 
Repubhcan, and a member of the Sons of Veterans. His wife was Miss Ruth 
A. Barkdwel1, who was born in Iowa, and by her he has two children: Myrtle 
A. and Mary A. Mrs. Ryan is a worthy member of the Baptist Church. 

Mr. J. B. Houck, like Mr. L. R. Smilie, was also a native of Pennsylvania, 
and in early life moved with his parents to Illinois, thence to Missouri, and 
then to Kansas. While residing in the latter State he married Mary R., 
daughter of J. M. Ryan. He was engaged principally in farming until 1884, 
when he went to Boone County, Ark., where he became a member of the 
Harrison Roller Mill Company, and where he has since resided. 

G. B. THOMAS is manager of the large establishment of S. H. Henry & 
Co., dealers in sash, doors, blinds and lumber. This company was established 
in 1882 by S. H. Henry, and two years later B. T. Henry, son of S. H., entered 
the business. The elder Henry is the pioneer lumber dealer of this city. He 
came here in 1857 from Tennessee where his birth occurred, and first branched 
out as a carpenter when a young man. Mr. Henry has taken a prominent 
part in city improvements, is interested in many of the prominent business 
enterprises, and is one of the city's most prosperous business men. The 
Plains' mill business grew with the city, and in 1888 a large brick building, 
40X130, was erected. This was two stories in height, with a large power room 
with twenty-horse power, and from twelve to fifteen hands were employed. 
This mill is doing shop work, such as bank furniture, besides other fine 
work, and is a credit to the city of \Vest Plains. Mr. G. B. Thomas became a 
member of this establishment in 1890 and is the book-keeper and manager of 
the plant. He is a native of Greene County, Mo., born there March 7, 1848, 
and the' son of B. C. Thomas, who located in that county in 1843, but who came 
to Howell County in 1859 and located ten miles north of West Plains. Dur
ing the war he returned to Springfield, but in 1866 came back to Howell 
County and there died in 18g1, when seventy-three years of age. He was born 
in Rutherford County, Tenn., and was a son of \Villiam Thomas who was a 
native Virginian. Our subject's father was one of the founders of Calvary 
Presbyterian Church, of Springfield, Mo., and an active man in church affairs. 
Farming was his principal occupation in life, but after he removed to West Plains 
in 1875 he lived a retired life. He became wealthy and was a selfmade man. 
In politics he was an old-line 'Whig, but after the war he affiliated with the 
Democratic party. He was a self-educated as well as selfmade man, and 
educated his children. His wife, whose maiden name was Hannah Reynolds, 
died in 1882. She was a native of Tennessee and of Scotch-Irish origin. The 
Thomas family is descended from the original Thomas family that cam.e over 
with Lord Baltimore. To Mr. and Mrs. Thomas were born twelve chIldren, 
six of whom grew to mature years and three are now living: Samuel J., who 
died when a young man; Harriet A., the mother of Dr. Chandler; . Margaret 
E., wife of S. H. Henry; Eleanor A., now 1\1rs .. Br<?ughts, of thiS co~nty; 
James F. died when small; John W. was a soldIer m C.ompany D, Eighth 
Missouri Cavalry; two or three di~d in infancy; G. B., subJect~ at;-d Susan A., 
died in 1861. In his youth our subject attended the schools of S,Pnngfield, a~d 
in 1869 branched out in business life. Previous to that he was m the commis
sary department under Capt. See at Springfield. In 1869 he began merchan-
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dising at West Plains with Mr. C. T. Bolin, of the firm of Bolin & Thomas, and 
continued in business two years. The firm of Bolin, Thomas & Galloway was 
then started and opened up with a stock of general merchanc!ise. After this 
Mr. Thomas embarked in the drug business with H. T. Smith, the same con
tinuing two years, and our subject was then elected clerk of the county and 
circuit court and recorder. He served from 1874 to 1878 and was then elected 
president of the county court. This office he held four years and in 1882 he 
again entered the drug business, serving as book-keeper for S. J. Longston & 
Bro. for six years, after which he came into the present business. Politically 
he is an advocate of Democratic principles. He is one of the live business 
men of the place and has made a good property. Mr. Thomas was married to 
Miss Mary E. Lasater, daughter 0-£ Reuben R. Lasater, formerly of this city, 
who died in 1875. She died in 1891 leaving four children: Beatrice c., Mary 
H., Maggie E. and Blackman T. These children are at school. Mr. Thomas 
and his son are the only ones to carry the good old name of Thomas. Mr. 
Thomas is a Master Mason, and is the owner of considerable real estate in 
West Plains. 

JOHN R. GAULDING. As a dealer in stock and a successful tiller of the 
soil, Ozark County, Mo., is well represented by John R. Gaulding, who is 
the owner of an exceptionally' fine farm of 300 acres situated on Barren Fork, 
it constituting one of the best-improved and most valuable farms in the 
county. He is a native of Davidson County, Tenn., where he was born in 
1834, a son of John and Polly Gaulding, Virginians, who were reared in the 
State of their birth, and there also married. They eventually removed to 
Davidson County, Tenn., where the mother died when the subject of this 
sketch was an infant, and where Mr. Gaulding passed from life after the close of 
the Civil ,",Var. He followed the calling of an overseer throughout life, having 
learned this occupation while on the old plantation in Virginia, his father, 
John Gaulding, having been a large slave owner. The latter was the father of 
the following children: Philip, who died a farmer in Oregon County, Mo.; 
Walthall died while farming in Iron County, Mo.; Richard died in Alabama; 
Catherine died in Oregon County, 1\10., when quite advanced in years, the wife 
of Andrew Work; Lucy died in Oregon County, Mo., the wife of Rufus 
McClelland; Nancy died in Davidson County, Tenn., the wife of Edward 
Wyatt; and John, the father of the subject of this sketch. John R. Gaulding 
was the youngest of five children born to his parents: Frances, wife of 
Jack Pitts, of Hickory County, 1\10.; Mary Ann, the widow of Meekin Pitts; 
Lucy, the wife of William Campbell, of Hickory County; Sally Taylor, wife of 
Lemuel Bentley, of Bloomington County, Ala., and John R. The first ten years 
of the life of John R. Gaulding were spent under the roof of his uncle, Philip 
Gaulding, and with the latter he came to Douglas County, Mo., when about 
eighteen years old. In that county he made his home for seven or eight years 
with Thomas Brown, who afterward became his father-in-law. He was engaged 
in tilling the soil until the opening of the Civil War, after which he served fQr 
three months in the Home Guards, and then became first lieutenant of COI)J.
pany C, Seventy-third East Missouri Militia, with which he was in active 
service in Missouri for about one year. He was then appointed to the position 
of county and circuit clerk and ex-officio recorder of Douglas County, which 
position he resigned at the end of four years to engage in milling and merchan
dising, which occupations he continued to follow in Douglas County for about 
seven years, but since that time has devoted his time and attention to farming 
and stock dealing. In 1874 he was married, on the farm on which he now 
lives, to Mrs. Julia Gardner, widow of Louis Gardner, whom sh~ married 
in 1862, and to whom she bore one child, Parrot Gardner, born in 1863. Louis 
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Gardner died in 1864. Her father, Han. Thomas Brown, came from Indiana to 
~issour.i at an earl)~ day, and is still I!ving here over eighty years of age, hav
mg, dUring the actIve years of hIS lIfe, followed the occupations of farming 
and blacksmithing. He was a man of considerable prominence, and held the 
offic.e of jus!!c~ of the peace, and was judge <:>f ~zark County for some years. 
DUring the CIvIl \Var he was a Federal soldIer In the Forty-sixth IIIissouri 
Infantry. Mrs. Gaulding was born in Indiana, and she and her husband, fohn 
R. Gaulding, are the parents of three children: Baxter, Landon and ~Iary 
Frances. Since his marriage Mr. Gaulding has resided on his present farm, of 
which he has become the owner through hard and unvarying industry. He has 
been quite an extensive feeder and shipper of live stock for some years, in 
fact is enterprising and progressive in all things, and a highly honored citizen 
of the section in which he resides. He owes much, if not all his success, to 
his Grandmother Gaulding, who had charge of his bringing up for many years, 
and who took all pains possible to educate him at her own expense, and fit 
him for the hard battle of life. So far as lay within the power of anyone, she 
supplied the place of his dead mother, and her memory will ever be treasured 
by him. She died in Douglas County, a true Christian in every sense of the 
word. Mr. Gaulding is a member of Robert Burns Lodge ~o. 496 of the 
A. F. & A. !\T. at Gainesville, and politically has always been a stanch supporter 
of the principles of the Republican party. 

ELIAS KEESEE. This gentleman is one of the leading agriculturists of 
Franklin Township, ill arion County, Ark., and has followed this calling from 
his earliest boyhood, being initiated into its mysteries by his worthy sire. He 
was born about fifteen miles from his present place of abode in 1824, but his 
parents, Payton and Nancy (Graham J Keesee, were born in Virginia in 1800, 
and in Kentucky in 1797, respectively. \Vhile in their youth they became resi
dents of the Territorv of Arkansas, and in ISIS were married in what is now 
Marion County, but Z-ery shortly afterward removed to what is now Ozark 
County, 1\10., and here spent the rest of their lives, the father's death occur
ring in 1856 and the mother's in 1863. They were members ofthe :\Iissionary 
Baptist Church for many years, and became highly honored citizens of Ozark 
County, of which they were among the very first white settlers. In those early 
times they suffered many privations and inconveniences, and were compelled 
to do their marketing at New Orleans, going thither on flatboats. Sometimes 
several neighbors would combine, build a boat and ship their produce together, 
and frequently one man would have enough for one load himself. Their mar
keting was done about once a year. The young people of that day had no 
educational advantages for there were no schools; in fact, the country was in a 
very primitive condition. ]\1r. Keesee had one brother and sister: Richard, 
who died in Ozark County, and Patsey (Davis) who died in Newton County, 
Ark. Their father, who also bore the name of Elias, died in Virginia, when 
they were children, after which his widow married Frederick Fulkerson, and 
in the early part of the present century they removed to Arkansas. ~oon after 
to Missouri, and in Ozark County the mother and stepfather dIed. The 
Keesees were of French origin. Peter Graham, the maternal !,TTandfather, came 
in a very earl\' da\' to the upper \Vhite River country, and lived for a time in 
what is now l\Iarion County, and later in Washington COllnty, Ark., where he 
followed the occupations of farming, hunting, etc., and eventually died. He 
was a Kentucky pioneer, residing in that State when the people were obliged 
to live in forts to protect themselves against Indian depredations. He was of 
Welsh descent and is supposed to ha\'e come from Virginia origi.nally. ~e 
and his wife, who died in Marion COllnty, Ark., reared a large famIly of cllIl
dren. The children born to Payton and ::\ancy Keesee were named as fa 1-
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lows: Huldah, who died in Marion County, Ark.; Lucinda, also died there, 
the wife of Wendall Lance; Hettie died in Ozark County, Mo., the wife of 
Samuel Johnson; Elias; Silas, who died after reaching manhood; Peter, a resi
dent of Taney County, Mo.; Zinney V., who died in Marion County, Ark., the 
wife of Thomas Copeland; Payton, a resident of Texas; Richard, also of 
Texas; 1;'elitha, who died in Marion County, Ark, the wife of John R. Cope
land; Nancy, widow of Thomas Copeland, resides in Texas, and William, who 
was kiiled in Ozark, County, Mo., in 1862, by guerrillas. Elias Keesee, tire sub
ject of this sketch, was reared in the wilds of the Ozark country, at a time 
when there were no schools, and in all his life he attended school but a few 
days. He learned to read after he had reached manhood and in every sense 
of the word is a selfmade man and is justly accounted one ot the most intelli
gent men of his section. In 1846 he was married to Mary Jane, daughter of 
Isaac Copeland, who came to this section from Indiana. Mrs. Keesee was 
born in Indiana and died in Marion County, Ark., in 1876, the mother of ten 
children: Peter, of Texas; Isaac, of Marion County; Payton, of Texas; Reed, 
of Marion County; Serepta, wife of Isaac Eoff, of Marion County; Margaret, 
wife of James McBee, of Marion County; John T., a merchant of Protem; Hen
rietta, wife of George McMannus, of Marion County; and two children, 
Lucinda and Nancy, who died young. In 1877 Mr. Keesee married Mrs. 
Sarah Lance, a daughter of Allen Tremble. She was born in Arkansas, and died 
in that State in 1878, leaving one child, William. In 1879 Mr. Keesee was 
married a third time, his wife being Eliza, daughter of Lewis B. Hunt, who 
came from Ohio to Missouri, and died in Taney County. Mr. and Mrs. Keesee 
have two children: Alice and Hattie. Mr. Keesee resided in Ozark County, 
Mo., until 1866, save a few years during the war which he spent in Dallas 
County, and since that time has resided on his present farm at Keesee's Ferry 
on the White River in Marion County, Ark., six miles from Protem, Mo. He 
has been a life long farmer and stock raiser, but for some time past has 
been rather feeble and in delicate health. He is one of the oldest native-born 
citizens of the Ozark country, .and well remembers the trials, hardships and 
inconveniences of the early settling of the country. He is universally esteemed, 
and during the active and industrious life that he has led, naught has ever 
been said derogatory to his honor, and he has reared a large family of children 
to responsible and worthy manhood and womanhood. He is a charter member 
of the Polar Star Lodge No. 224 of the A. F. & A. M., and has ever been 
an active worker in and a member of the Christian Church. He has ever sup
ported the principles of Democracy and cast his first vote for Gen. Cass in 
1848. 

M. V. GIDEON. The gentleman whose name is given above is the popu
lar and efficient circuit clerk and recorder of deeds, and one of the represent
ative men of this county. I ntegrity, intelligence and system are tht charac
teristics which tend to the prosperity to which all aspire, and such are some of 
the traits of Mr. Gideon, who is well and favorably known throughout the 
county. his birth having occurred here February 22, 1860. His father, William 
C. Gideon, who was an early pioneer of Missouri and a man whose uprightness 
and honesty were well known, was killed by the bushwhackers in this county 
in 1863. The mother, whose maiden name was Malinda Bird, is still living in 
Christian County, two miles south of Highlandville, and is now about sixty
six years of age. She is the mother of seven sons and two daughters, all now 
living except one daughter, Mary, who died when five years of age. The eld
est child, T. J., is a prominent attorney of Springfield; Judge J. J. also resides 
at Springfield; F. M. is attorney for the Southern Pacific Railroad Company, 
and resides in Washington, D. C.; W. IN. resides at Springfield, and is manager 
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of the. Gideon l\Iercantile S;ompanyof that place; Dr. J. M. is a successful 
physIcian of Ozark; l\Iary IS decea5ed; Matilda, now Mrs. Hammond, of 
Highlandville, Christian County; l\L V., our subject, and George B., who is 
deputy clerk of Christian County. This family, among the oldest and best 
respected ones of .Christian County, came originally from east Tennessee. The 
father of our subject was a soldier in the Ci\'il \Var. and served from 1861 
~nti! he was killed. He wa~ a farmer by occupation and an extensive dealer 
m lIve stock, becommg qUIte weI! off. :\t an early date he settled on the 
farm where the mother is now living, two miles south of Highlandville, and 
there s0!11e members of the family have since resided. The youthful days of 
our subject were spent on this farm, and he secured a fair education in the 
schools of Ozark and at :\Iarionville Colleo-e. where he remained for four Years. 
After finishing his education he was el1'T~o-ed in the real estate business for 

. b b 

two years, and soon after that was appointed deputy assessor of Christian 
County, holding that position for two years. He again engaged in the real 
estate business, continued this two years more, and was then appointed deputy 
collector. For two years he filled that position in a \'ery satisfactory manner, 
and in 1890 was elected to his present position. In politics he is a Repub
lican. He is a man of marked intelligence and broad information on political 
and other leading topics of the day, and his integrity and reliability gi\'e him 
the confidence of the community. He is a member of Finley Lodge 1'\0. 206, 
1. O. O. F., at Ozark, and attends the :'Iethodist Episcopal Church, in which 
his wife holds membership. This lady was formerly Miss E. F. N elson, born 
August 27, 1864, in Christian County, daughter of John T. Nelson, who now 
resides in this county. Four children ha\'e been born to this union: Lulu 
May, deceased; Thomas Roscoe. John Byron and James Lovell. !\Ir. Gideon 
and family make their home in Ozark, and l'I1r. Gideon has been quite success
ful in a business \\'ay, being the owner of a good property. He is also inter
ested in the Gideon Mercantile Company, of Springfield, Mo., and is a thor
ough business man. He is filling his present position in a very creditable and 
efficient manner, and has won many warm friends by his upright, honorable 
career. His father-in-law, John T. Nelson, is one of the prominent men of 
Christian County. He was born in Tennessee September 3, 1839, and is a son 
of Samuel D. and Elizabeth (Berry) :\elson. Samuel D. Nelson was born 
December 29, 1812. and in 1839 came to what is now Taney County. :\10., 
where he built a mill on Beaver Creek. Later he removed to Stone County 
and there died in 1863. John T. 1'\elson was reared in the wilds of Taney and 
Stone Counties, with such educational ad\'antages as the country afforded in 
that day, and on the 23d of September, 1863, married 2\Iiss Louisa C. Keltner, 
who was born January 7. 1839, in what is now Christian County. Two children, 
Mrs. Gideon and Samuel D. (deceased) were born to this union. :\Ir.1'\elson 
resided for a number of years in Greene and Stone Counties, and in ISS8 built 
one of the best flouring inills on the James Ri\"er at Griffin. This he has since 
operated, and he also owns a distillery at Ponce de Leon, Stone County. He 
is one of the most progressive and industrious citizens of Christian County. 

W. K. JOHXSOX. The public services of Mr. Johnson, the efficient and 
capable treasurer of Christian County, 2\10., have been characterized by a 
noticeable devotion to the welfare of his county, and his ability and fidelity in 
his present position ha\'e been seen and appreciated by all. He is a native 
of Tennessee, born in Grainger County September 22, 1837, and is a son of 
Joshua and Sarah (Dent) Johnson, both natives of Tennessee, the father born 
in Hawkins and the mother in Grainger Coumy. They came to Christian 
County, Mo., in 1868, and here both passed the remainder of their days. the 
mother dying in 1877 and the father in 188!. Both were worthy members of 
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the Missionary Baptist Church. Of the eleven children born to this worthy 
couple, five are still living: Lavesta, who married, died when twenty years of 
age; Mariah is a widow and resides in this county; John M. died in Tennessee; 
Luanna died in Missouri; Thomas died in Christian County; James died when 
small; G. B. Johnson died while in the army; Amanda married H. H. Roy and 
is living in Stone County; Tempy married W. C. McCraskey and resides in this 
county; and Frances, who married A. H. Soloman, also resides in this county. 
The Johnsons are descended from an old pioneer family of Tennessee, and 
the Dents are of Irish extraction. Our subject remained in Tennes!;ee until 
1859, and was there married to Miss Nancy J. Matthews. a native of Hamilton 
County, Tenn. In the last mentioned year he brought his family to Missouri 
and located in Christian County, buying land about twelve miles from Ozark. 
On this he has resided for the most part ever since, but lately he has rented the 
farm and has resided in Ozark. In his political views he is an ardent Repub
lican and has ever been interested in the welfare of his party. In the year 
1892 he was elected to the responsible position of county treasurer, winning 
the election by a large majority, and he is now discharging the duties incum
bent upon that position. The confidence which the people have in him is 
almost unbounded, and that he fully deserves their trust, respect and esteem 
cannot for a moment be doubted. He has always been interested in all pub
lic matters, and in all enterprises for the benefit of the county, particularly 
those relating to education, for he was a teacher for a number of years. Fra
ten1ally he is a Mason, a member of Friend Logde No. 352, at Ozark. On the 
7th of March, 1862, 1\lr. Johnson enlisted in the army and served until April 12, 
1865, in the Eighth Missouri State Militia first, and subsequently in the Eighth 
Missouri Volunteer Cavalry. He participated in the fight at Springfield, in 
the only fight at Ozark. and in a number of skirmishes, but was never wounded. 
His service was mainly in Missouri and Arkansas in the Ozark Region. 
He is now a member of the G. A. R. post at Ozark. At an early age Mr. 
Johnson united with the Baptist Church, has been a preacher for twenty-two 
years, and is well known all over the county. He is one of the few men who 
passed through the war and came out as strict in his religious views as when 
he entered. Ten children were born to his marriage: ,Sarah, now Mrf;. J. C. 
Erwin, of this county; Isabelle, Mrs. D. L. Peeblers, of this county; James T. 
resides on a farm in this county; Robert lives on the old farm; Amy, now Mrs. 
J. T. Solomon, of this county; Frances, now Mrs. \V. T. Frazier, of this county; 
Savilla, at home; Lula, also at home; and two who died young. Mr. and Mrs. 
Johnson have fifteen grandchildren. The family holds membership in the 
Baptist Church, and the sons are all Republicans in politics. 

PRESTON T. MOODY. Among the thoroughgoing, wide-awake farmers and 
stockraisers of Christian County, Mo., stands Preston T. Moody, whose intel
ligence, perseverance and industry have brought him good returns. Like so 
many of the representative citizens of the county, he came originally from 
Tennessee, having been born in the eastern part of that State in 1822. His 
parents, Thomas and Elizabeth (Bel yew) Moody, were natives of Kentucky, 
and there they were married. Until 1852 Mr. and Mrs. Moody resided in dif
ferent counties of east Tennessee, and then came by wagon to Maries County, 
Mo., where both died within fouf years afterward. Mr. Moody was a life long 
farmer, but in connection also carried on the shoemaker's trade. He was 
never a very strong or healthy man. In politics he was a Whig. His three 
brothers and one sister were named as follows: John, a wealthy man of east 
Tennes'see; James and Martin, who died in Georgia; and Rhoda, who married 
Peter Belyew, probably died in Kentucky. James Moody, the grandfather of 
our subject, it is thought, was a native of North Carolina, and of French origin, 
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while the maternal grandfather, Samuel Belyew, was of Irish extraction. Of 
the seven children born to his parents, our subject was fourth in order of birth. 
They were named as follows: Joseph, served as body-guard for Gen. Wool, 
when the Indians were being removed to the Territory, and afterward was in 
business there (for many years nothing has been heard of him I; William, a 
farmer, died in Maries County, Mo.; Andrew Jackson resides in Texas (he 
served about a year in the Confederate Army, was captured and imprisoneci at 
Rock Island for some time, and then joined the Federal Army, with which he 
remained until cessation of hostilities; he was also a soldier in the Mexican 
War); Preston T., our subject; Jane, \\'ho was the wife of Henry Green, diedin 
Maries County; Nancy A., died in Taney County (she was the wife of JoseDh 
Birdsong); and Rhoda, wife of James Eddington, of ivlaries County. Although 
our subject received but very little schooling in his youth, he has ever been a 
man of observation, and is considercd well informed on all the events of the 
day. In 1844 he wcnt along to what is now Maries County, Mo., first going 
down the river to New Orleans and then back to St. Louis. He followed raft
ing from Texas County down Big Piney and on the Missouri River to St. Louis, 
for a number of years. In 1847 he married Miss Sarah Ann Elrod, a native of 
Lawrence County, Ind., born about 1826, the daughter of Thomas and Mary 
Jane Elrod, natives, respectively, of North Carolina and Virginia. l\Ir. and Mrs. 
Elrod were married in Lawrence County, Ind., about 1822, and in 1844 they 
removed to Maries County, Mo., where 1\lr. Elrod died about 1856, and his 
widow in 1861. They reared three sons and seven daughters. To Mr. and Mrs. 
Moody twelve children were given: William and Jane (the latter the wife of 
John L. Cunningham), are twins; John resides in Ozark County; Col. 1'., in 
Christian County, Mo.; Sarah Ann, wife of Amos Bateman, of Taney County; 
Mary, wife of Daniel Bateman, also of Taney County; Serilda, wife of Volney 
Clark, of Taney County; Isabel, wife of John Clark, of the last mentioned 
county; Julia Ann, wife of Isom Case, of Taney County, and the remainder 
who died in infancy. During the Civil War 1\lr. Moody served 133 days in 
the Missouri State Militia, and although on duty all the time, was in no gen
eral engagement, nor was he taken prisoner nor wounded. In 1869 he came 
to Christian County, bought his present farm, and has here made his home 
down to the present. He has 240 acres, 100 acres under cultivation, and is 
engaged principally in trading in stock, etc. He is one of the leading farmers 
of his section, and is highly esteemed as a citizen. Socially he is an Odd Fel
low of Forsyth Lodge No. 293, and has filled nearly all the chairs in the order. 
He and his wife belong to the Baptist Church. 

WILLIAM C. DARROW. A noble class of men have built up the agricultural 
interests of Douglas County, and among those who have been active and 
efficient in the work is he whose name stands at the head of this sketch. Mr. 
Darrow now resides about three miles from Arno and five miles from Ava, and 
is classed among the successful and prominent farmers of the county. He 
came originally from Nashville, Tenn., his birth occurring September 7, 1849. 
His parents, Joseph and Lavina (Morris) Darrow, were natives of Tennessee, 
as was also the grandfather, Christopher Darrow, who was a soldier in the \Var 
of 1812. The Darrow family is of German-Irish origin. Joseph Darrow was 
born in the year 1828 and grew to manhood in his native State. He was a 
mechanic by trade, and was a man well informed on political and general 
topics. He held many county offices and discharged the duties of all in a 
very satisfactory manner. Socially he was a Mason and an Odd Fellow. His 
death occurred in the year 1882. 1\lrs. Darrow died in the year 1867. Her 
father. Lemuel Morris, was a native of the old country, and lived to be a very 
aged man. Our subject was one of eight children, who are named as follows: 

21 
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William c.; Mary E.; Nancy, wife of E. N. Clinkingheard, resides on a farm 
in this county; G. \V. resides in Tennessee, where he has been in a mill 
for twenty-one years; Christopher c., a carpenter, resides ncar Nashville, 
Tenn.; Henry T., a mechanic, resides near Naslwille, Tenn.; Josephine A., 
married; and Huldah L. is the wife of Mr. Feltz, of Illinois. Mr. and 
Mrs. Darrow were members of the Christian Church, and the former was 
prominent in all county affairs and very popular. Our subject passed his 
early life near the city of his birth and attended the schools of the same. 
\Vhen twenty years of age he came to l\Iissouri and located on the farm with 
Charles Binkley up to 1874. There he met and married Miss D. A. Gentry, a 
native of Douglas County, Mo., born September 9, 1856, and the daughter of 
Oliver and Elizabeth (McKinzie) Gentry, early pioneers of \Vebster County, 
Mo. The grandfather, Bartlet Gentry, was one of the early pioneers of 
\Vebster County, and at one time owned the land on which Seymour is now 
located. He died in Texas County when ninety-one years of age. This family 
came to this section as early as 1839. Oliver Gentry is residing in this county, 
and is one of the first farmers of the same. He lost his wife in 1882. They 
reared a family of twelve children, eleven of whom are now hving: Mary]., 
D. A., J. B., O. H , William J., Sarah P., R. F., P. G.,]. L., Martha, Charles, and 
Bell. To our subject and wife were born five children, who were named as 
follows: Mary E., Sarah L., Josephine A., William C, and Anna D. After 
marriage our subject engaged in farming, and this has since continued to be 
his principal occupation, although he is also engaged quite extensively in 
stock raising. \Vhen he first came to this county he taught school from 1878 
to 1885, and in connection carried on farming and stockraising. In 1880 he 
located on the farm where he now lives, and has 212 acres of well-improved 
land. At one time he owned about 500 acres, but sold a portion of it. Public 
spirited and progressive,lVIr. Darrow is one of the leading men of the county, 
and is universally respected. In politics he is a Republican and an active 
worker for his party. Mr. Darrow is a self-made man, for he started with 
nothing but a pair of willing hands and a stout heart, and is now very com
fortably fix.ed, indeed. 

RAMSEY & SMITH. Prominent among the leading business men of \Vest 
Plains stand the names of Ramsey & Smith, dealers in soft lumber, building 
material, coal, ice and agricultural implements. They are also shippers of hay 
and grain. This business was established in September, 1892, by Richard Ramsey 
and \V. K. Smith, and from the start they had a good business. The company 
owns the warehouse of large capacity with a large cold storage room. This is 
on the Gulf Railroad, a very convenient location, and the annual business will 
amount to $50,000. Ice is handled, and they deliver to all parts of the city. 
1\1r. Smith, the general manager of the business, is a native of South Dakota, 
born February 10, 1867. He gained a good education, and in 1892 came to 
this city, where he took the management of this business and continued it 
since. He is a Mason, a member of the West Plains Lodge, and in politics he 
is a stanch Republican. Mr. Smith has made a success in a business way, and 
is one of the prominent young men of the Plains. He and wife have a pleas
ant and handsome residence in \Vest Plains, and are well respected by all. 
Mr. Ramsey is a young man, a son of S. G. Ramsey (see sketch), and inherits 
much of his father's good business management and enterprise. 

JOSEPH VOOHERS. In reviewing the leading industries of the town of 
'VVi!low Springs, the mercantile interests claim special attention. Mr. Joseph 
Voohers, one of the leading merchants of the place, is esteemed on all sides 
for his enterprise and just methods, and has many warm friends. He is a 
native of Missouri, born January 24, 1853, and the son of Dr. James B. 
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Voohers, who was an early pioneer of Missouri. The Doctor was born in the 
Buckeye State, and practiced his profession many years in Springfield, Ill., 
Booneville, Mo., and St. Louis. His death occurred in 1855. Our subject 
received his education in the schools of Illinois, and when but a boy started 
out to fight his own way in life, first as a clerk. This he followed up to 1879, 
when he became a member of the general merchandising company of J. M. 
Gibberson & Co., of Elsah, Ill., continuing with the same for two years. After 
this he moved to north Missouri, clerked for some time, and then on account 
of poor health emigrated to Howell County, located at Burnham, where he 
was engaged in general merchandising for four years. Following this 
he went to Kansas and for four years was engaged in the lumber busi
ness. In 1888 he returned to Howell County, and as his health was better 
there, he opened up a clothing business on First Street, ;;.nd later a general 
mercantile business. In 1890 he built the store building on the corner of 
Center and Second Street, a two-story brick, 24xI03, and he has a large stock 
of general merchandise. He carries a stock of goods valued at $7,000 and 
does an annual business of $30,000. He is one of the leading business men of 
the place and his honest, square dealings have made him a host of friends, 
who rejoice in his prosperity and success. In politics Mr. Voohers is a Repub
lican and he has held a number of prominent offices in the town, being city 
treasurer for some time. He has made his own way in life and is a good rep
resentative ofa businessman, being upright, honorable and reliable. Fraternaliy 
he isan Odd Fellow, and heis aiso a member of the A. O. U. W. at West Plains. 
Mr. Voohers was married in Iliinois to :Miss Flora E. Landon, who was born 
near Delhi, Ill., in 1864, and educated at Monticello Seminary. They have a 
daughter, Fay, who is a bright intelligent girl and a graduate of the High 
School at Willow Springs in 1894. She carried off the honors of her class 
although only twelve years old. The name Voohers is of French origin and 
is an old one in the United States. The mother of our subject, who is now 
living in Willow Springs, as above stated, was born in Kentucky. Three of 
her five children are living: Sarah Esther, who is living in Willow Springs; 
John, an attorney at Marshall, Mo., and our subject. 

S. G. RA~[sE""'. Our subject is a man whose business career is a decidedly 
interesting one, showing the shrewdness, executive ability and competency 
which can be attained when one is so determined. Among all the industries 
that are carried on in the flourishing city of West Plains none succeeded so 
well as the ones that are conducted by practical men. An instance in mind is 
the success attained to by S. G. Ramsey, one of the prominent and influential 
citizens of that city. Mr. Ramsey was born in Franklin County, 110., October 
20, 1836, and his father, J. A. Ramsey, who was a native Kentuckian, was one 
of the pioneers of Missouri. The grandfather, John Ramsey, was a native of 
Scotland, who came to this country and first settled in Virginia. Later he 
moved to Kentucky and from there to Missouri, where he died in 1845. Some 
of the early members of the Ramsey family served in the Revolutionary War. 
The father of our subject was a single miln when he came to l\Iissouri in 1830, 
and he first located in Franklin County, and tilled the soil for many years. 
He was an influential citizen and was county surveyor at one time. His death 
occurred near New Haven, that county, in 1852. Mr. Ramsey married ;\liss 
Naoma Miller, who was a nath'e of Franklin County, where she was born in 
pioneer days. Her father, Phillip Miller, was a native of the Keystone State 
and an early pioneer of Franklin County, where he settled long before there 
was a steamboat on the Missouri River. The town New Haven was called 
Miller's Landing for many years. Mr. Miller had a good farm on 
the Missouri River, and there he passed the closing scenes of his 
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life. The mother of our subject died in Franklin County in 1878. She 
was born in the same county in 1816. Of the nine children born to her mar
riage all were sons but one, viz.: B. A., a resident of Missouri; S. G., subject; 
L. A., a soldier in the Confederate Army, resides in Kansas; J. \Y., a merchant 
in Missouri; J. P. resides in West Plains; Rachel died after marriage and the 
others died young. Mr. and Mrs. Ramsey held membership in the Christian 
Church. Amid the rude surroundings of pioneer life our subject passed his 
youthful days. Of course there were few schools at that time and his educa
tional advantages were limited. Early in life he started out for himself as a 
business man, and although he had not heard Greeley's advice as yet, he 
turned his face toward the great 'Nest in 1857 and located at a trading post 
on the Old Santa Fe trail. About the time of the breaking out of the Civil 
'War he returned to Missouri and settled in Franklin County, where he engaged 
in the lumber business and handled railroad ties. In 1864 he began mer
chandising at New Haven, Mo., continued this for four years, and then bought 
a large flouring mill. During the financial panic of 1873 he lost nearly all his 
property and he subsequently engaged in the railroad tie business on the Gas
conade River. Again he lost all. After this he went to work on a salary and 
continued this from 1876 to 1887, when he was made one of the company for 
whom he was working-the Sedwick, Phillip & Co.-dealers in railroad ties 
and lumber. This company is now operating all along the Gulf Railroad in 
l\Iissouri and Arkansas. Mr. Ramsey sold out his interest in that business in 
1894 and is now interested in the \Vest Plains Bank of the city. Since he 
came to \Vest Plains in 1883 with small capital Mr. Ramsey has met with 
signal success. Much of his good fortune is due to his good judgment and 
fine executive ability. He is a man of sterling integrity and deserves 
his success. Politically he is a Democrat. In August, 1860, he married 
Miss Hutton, who died in 1876, leaving five children: Bell, Emma, Alice, 
Richard and Nellie. Mr. Ramsey has given his daughters good educational 
advantages. He was again married in 1879 to Miss Anna Hull, of Osage 
County, Mo., and three children have been given them: Stanley, Bessie and 
Irene. These children are still at school. Mr. Ramsey has ever been active 
in political matters and for six years was chairman of the County Central Com
mittee. He has ever been active in all public matters, is upright and hon
orable, and no better citizen finds his home in the county. He is the owner 
of an orange orchard in California, where he is now preparing to move, prob
ably to spend the remainder of life. 

\~ILLIA~1 \Y. KDIBERLING. It is owing tv the enterprise and push of such 
men as l\h. Kimberling that Stone County, Mo., owes much of its prosperity, 
for he has been one of its thrifty, industrious and intelligent agriculturists for 
many years, and is at the present time the proprietor of a fine and well
improved farm of 110 acres on the south side of \il/hite River. He was born 
in Franklin County, Ark., April 16, 1840, a son of Nathaniel and Nancy 
( Birchfield) Kimberling, native Tennesseeans. The father became a resident of 
Stone County a few years after the disposal of the land by the Indians, and 
here made his home. the greater part of the time, although he resided for about 
a year in Texas and Arkansas. His death occurred in the Lone Star State in 
1862, at the age of sixty years. He was of German descent, a Republican in 
politics, a devoted member of the Methodist Episcopal Church and, through
out life, he followed the honorable occupation of farming, at which he obtained 
a comfortable competency. He was truly one of the pioneers of Stone 
County, and as he was a skillful marksman and fond of hunting, had numer
ous opportunities of gratifying this taste, and many a bear fell a victim to his 
unerring aim. He was married in Stone County to a daughter of John Birch-
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field, who was an early settler and the owner of a good farm on the James 
River. He died many years ago. .Mrs. Kimberling died in 1865, having 
becon:e the. mother of fourteen chlldren, ?nly four of whom are living: 
Carohne, wife of James Mayes, of Monlteau County, Mo.; Benjamin, 
who is a resident of Stone County; California A., married, and a resident 
of Moniteau County, and Eliza, who is living in Christian County, the 
wife. of Jesse ~ardneL Tho~e deceased are Peter, John P., Rebecca,James]., 
Mehssa, Sophia, and severalmfants. Four ofthe sons were soldiers in the Civil 
War: James J., Benjamin, Peter, and \\Iilliam \V. The latter was reared in the 
county of his birth, and as schools were few and far between, he received but 
a limited education. When the great conflict between the North and South 
opened, he first joined the Home Guards, but in 1862 enlisted in Company F, 
Fourteenth Missouri State Militia, afterward becoming a member of the Eighth 
Missouri Militia, and took part in the engagement at Springfield, and was also 
engaged in fighting bushwhackers and in following up Price through the State. 
He received an honorable discharge in April, 1865, and for one year there
after resided in Colorado, after which he returned to Missouri and located in 
the upper part of Stone County on a farm. In 1870 he located on his present 
farm on the \Vhite River, where he also conducts a ferry, known as the May
berry Ferry on the Wilderness road. Mr. Kimberling has always affiliated 
with the Republican party, and, for one term, held the position of postmaster 
of Radical. In a bus-iness way he has been reasonably successful, and is now 
the owner of a comfortable and pleasant home. At the close of the war he 
married Miss l'hcebe A. Cox, a daughter of John Cox and a sister of]udge Cox of 
Stone County, and to them the following children have been given: John; 
Nancy, wife of Thomas F. Biles; Susan, wife of William Biles: William W., 
Lula A, James H., Charles B., Frederick, Nettie, Bessie, Myra, and two who 
are dead-Columbus and Mirtie May. 1\11'. and Mrs. Kimberling are members 
of the Baptist Church, and he belongs to the G. A. R. post at Galena. 

GEORGE A. and C. 1\'1. PEASE, owners of the Enterprise Roller ::\1 ill s, of 
\Vest Plains, Howell County, Mo., are conducting one of the largest concerns 
of the kind in south Missouri. The mill was built in ISS9, at a cost of $10,000, 
by Dr. Pitts and George H. Carter (who is now of the Howell County Bank), 
and was operated by the above-mentioned gentlemen from July until October, 
1889. G. A. and C. M. Pease then bought the mill and since that time have 
successfully operated it. In 1893 the present owners increased the capacity 
from 75 to 125 barrels, and changed the bolting system to that of plansifter, 
and probably adopted the first full plansifter mill used in the United States. 
The mill has six sets of rollers, and has all the equipments to do first class 
work. \\Iork is done both day and night with two sets of hands, and a first
class grade of flour is turned out. The mill is located on the Gulf Railroad 
tract, west of the depot, and consists of the mill proper, 32X60 feet, two 
stories and basement. It is operated by a 75-horse power Corliss engine. The 
elevator stands fifty feet from the mill, and has a capacity of 12,000 bushels. 
The grain used is raised in the section, and the brands of flour are Plansifter 
Patent, Fancy Patent andHarvest Queen, and are equal to any brands made in the 
State. The mill turns out about 38,000 barrels per year, and for the past four or 
five years has been run almost constantly. Ten hands are employed. The Pease 
brothers, G. A. and C. M., are the sons of Miles and Susan (Metcalf) Pease. 
The grandfather, Christopher Pease, was a native of Vermont, and the family 
is of old Puritan stock, the ancestors coming from England and settling in the 
East. The father of our subjects was born in Vermont, and all his life was 
engaged in the milling business, superintending a mill in Lowell, ::\lass., and 
another in Burlington, Vt. He emigrated to the West in 1854 and located in 
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Winona County, l\Iinn., where he made his home for four years. He was 
a pioneer of that State, and hauled the first printing press ever taken to 
St. Paul up the Mississippi Ri\'er from La Crosse. He came to Franklin County, 
Mo., in 1859, and located near St. Clair, where he engaged in the manufacture 
of woolen goods. There he remained until 186r, when he moved to Gasconade 
County, and engaged in the grist mill business, using steam ,Power, until 1865, 
when he moved to Rolla and embarked in the hotel busll1ess. Two years 
later he went to Arlington, the samc county, and engaged in the same business 
for a short time. '1 he same year he moved to Douglas County, engaged in 
saw milling and also conducted a grist mill on the north fork of \Vhite River. 
This \\'as one of the first mills built after the war in that section of country, 
and it was patronized for a distance of forty and fifty miles. There he made 
his home until his death in Septcmber, 1879, but he had sold his business 
the year previous to his death. In politics he was a Republican. socially a 
Mason, anc! in religion a Methodist. He was a man of energy and led a life 
of great activity. His wife was a native of New Hampshire, and a daughter 
of Moses Metcalf, who was also a native of that State. Her mother was a 
\Villiams, and Grandfather \Villiams was a soldier in the Revolutionary \Var. 
Mrs. Pease is still living in Howell County, and finds a comfortable home 
with her children. Her children were named as follows: Clarence, farmer 
and a miller, resides at Dora, Ozark County; G. A., one of our subjects; Ida 
\Vilson, resides in Douglas County; Clinton M., another subject; Myron M., 
a member of the mill firm at Dora, Ozark County, and also a prominent saw 
mill man, resides in "Vest Plains; Alando M. resides at Salome Spi-ings, and 
is also in the milling business; Ella L. married a M1'. Stephenson, of Texas; 
I'viinerva, now Mrs. King, resides in Texas. George A. Pease was born in Ver
mont May 30, 1849, and is mainly self-educated, having attended school only 
about nine months. He started in the milling business with his father, and 
was engaged in the same mill, after his father had sold out, until January I. 
:880, at which time he went to the State of Michigan in the interest of a patent 
right, but after six months of unprofitable effort returned to Ozark County, 
Mo., and associated himself with C M. They embarked in the saw mill 
business without any other capital than willing hands and a reputation that 
enabled them to buy machinery and equipments, with only money enough to 
pay freight from the factory to Springfield, Mo. From there they hauled 
them seventy-fi\'e miles with ox teams. For four years, in different localities 
in Ozark and Douglas Counties, they engaged in the saw mill business and 
made a few thousand dollars. Tiring of the surroundings of a pine woods life, 
in 1884, they went to Pottersville, Howell County, and built a custom grist 
mill, and engaged in a prosperous mercantile business. In 1887 they formed 
a partnership with l\-1. l\Land A. M. Pease (brothers) in a saw mill venture, in 
which they lost between $4,000 and $5,000 by the failure of the parties to 
whom they sold. This so crippled them financially that they could not meet 
their obligations, and their creditors took charge of their mill business. After 
a few months, however, they resumed in their own names, and soon paid 100 
cents on the dollar. Some time after they came to West Plains, and with 
very little capital started in business. They were careful and economical, 
and met with unusual success. Later they invested a large amount in the 
present mill, and success has rewarded their efforts. G. A_ is an Odd Fellow, 
A. O. U. W., and a local minister in the Methodist Episcopal Church. In poli
tics he is a Republican. Aside from their mill they own good houses in 
West Plains which are presided over by their wives_ George A. was married, 
May 27, 1893, to Miss Susan J. Carson, daughter of James Carson, one of the 
first families of Virginia. Seven children were given them: Kingsley E., 
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George F., Ida M., and William A. Three died in infancy. Mrs. Pease was 
born in Jacksonville, 111. Her Grandfather Carson built the first house in 
Jacksonville, Ill., a log house, and it is still intact a few blocks from the 
square of th~ city. She is a worthy member of the Methodist Episcopal 
Chu~·ch. <;=ltnton ~. ~eas~ was born in R. H .. September 26, 1852, but 
received his educatlOn tn Missouri. He was marned the first time in Douglas 
County to Miss Sophronia E. Rice, a nati\'e of Missouri, and daughter of 
Thomas Rice. To this union were born five children: Clinton M., deceased; 
Fredrick E., Ada B., Ida and Moses. l\11's. Pease died in 1886, and his 
seconclunion was with Ina Root, a native of Ohio, and daughter of G. W. Root. 
She lived but two months after marriage, and his third union was with Miss 
Sidney Moore, a native of \Nest Plains, and the daughter of Henry Moore. 
Two children have been given them: Victoria and Helen. Mrs. Pease is a 
member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, as is also her husband. He 
belongs to the A. F. & A. 1'11., the 1. O. O. F. and the A. O. U. \Y. In politics 
he is a Republican. 

E. J. RHODES. Among the reputable men of Harrison, Ark., who in their 
conduct of business matters, and the duties belonging to the various relations 
of life, have acquired a worthy name, is E. J. Rhodes, who, although but in the 
prime of life, is old in experience. The record of his life is one of interest, for 
it shows what can be accomplished when one possesses the determination to 
forge ahead, and has the wisdom to make the most of the opportunities which 
present themselves. He was born in Jefferson County, Iowa, March 17,1845, 
the second of eight children born to Ira G. and Ann E. (Botts) Rhodes, who 
were born in Trumbull County, Ohio, and Kentucky, respectively. He is of 
German descent and traces his ancestry back through his grandfather. Joseph 
Rhodes, to his great-grandfather, John Rhodes, \\'ho was a native of Connect
icut. In 1815 the Rhodes family took up their residence in Ohio, but later 
were among the very first settlers of Jefferson County, Iowa, at which time 
that now flourishing common wealth was a Territory. Ira G. Rhodes settled on 
what was known as Congressional land, which he still owns. He has been a 
lifelong Republican, has been treasurer of Jelterson County and is very prom
inent in the affairs of his section. Although now eighty years of age, he is 
still interested in the welfare of the county in which his home has been so long, 
and in his old age enjoys the comforts and luxuries which his early industry 
has brought him. The maternal grandfather of E. ]"J oseph Botts moved to Han
cock County, Ill., from Kentucky, at which tim;; Mrs. Rhodes was but sixteen 
years of age, and there he died, having been a Virginian by birth. Mrs. 
Rhodes is a hale and hearty old lady, and although advanced in years she and 
her husband visited the World's Fair in 1893. Their children were named as 
follows: Lucilia, wife of R. H. L. Barricklow, of Stuttgart, Ark.; Eugene J.; 
Luther G., who has for twenty years been a fruit grower of California; Mary 
S., wife of A. S. Bailey, of Shenandoah, Iowa; William E., who is a merchant of 
Sweetwater, Ala.; My!·tle G., wife G. G. Sampson, principal of the schools of 
Agency City, Iowa; Florence A., wife of l'\athan A Heacock. of Burlington, 
Iowa and Homer E.,who isa hardware merchant of Stuttgart,Ark. A fact worthy 
of mention in connection with that worthy old pioneer, Ira G. Rhode~, and to 
which he, in a great measure attributes his long' life and good health, is that he 
never took a drink of intoxicating liquor nor a chew of tobacco in his life, and 
in this respeet his sons have followed in the worthy footsteps of their sire. 
The district schools of his native State afforded Eugene ]. Rhodes a good, 
practical education, and during his sixteenth year he attended the high schools 
of Brighton and Washington, Iowa, and at the age of twenty-one graduated from 
the well-known Eastman Business College. He then entered the Iowa State 
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University, from which he graduated in 186g, and in July of that year located 
in Johnson County, Ark. After a time he removed to Fayetteville and at the 
end of two years was appointed register of the United States Land Office, and 
removing the office from Clarksville to Harrison, began busincss in 1871. 
After filling this office very acceptably for three years hc went to California, 
where he was engaged in teaching for four years, and 301,50 labored as a book
keeper for some timc. In 1878 he returned to Boone County, /\rk., and was 
married here to M iss Mattie Keener, a daugh tcr of ] udge Keener. Mrs. 
Rhodes was born in Pennsylvania September 23, 1859, was reared in Missouri 
and Arkansas, and after her marriage for some time resided in Harrison. Later 
they moved to the pinery, where they arc at present residing. Here Mr. Rhodes 
has a tract of land comprising 3,100 acres and many acres of mining lil.nd and 
is engaged in farming, stockraising and operating his mines, besides discharging 
the duties of United States Mineral Surveyor for the State of Arkansas. He 
has held the offices of justice of the peace, notary public, is a stanch 
Republican and is an active member of the County Central Committee. He is 
a director in the Boone County Bank, and being the owner of 2,000 acres of 
pine land, is largely interested in the manufacture and sale of pine and oak 
lumber, and is president of the Arkansas Zinc and Lead Company, which was 
incorporated in 18go to operate in the mining regions of Arkansas, and which 
is a very substantial concern, having control of 1,200 acres of rich mining 
land in Marion County, alone. Mr. Rhodes is the half-owner of the well
known Diamond Cave, of Newton County, Ark., and it can with truth be 
said of him that he has done as much as any 1nan in Arkansas to push forward 
the zinc and lead industry. He is one of the successful business lI1en of the 
county, has a beautiful and comfortable home, and on his place is one of the 
largest and finest orchards in the county. He is well and popularly known in 
Boone County, and he and his family move in the best circles of society. He 
has four sons and two daughters as follows: Ethel; Eugene ]., William, 
Clarence, Lena and Clyde, to whom he is giving every possiblc educational 
advantage anc! for whom he employs a private tutor. 

HE)';RY H. ST(.J:\E. If industry, hard work and ceaseless activity, united 
with a strong and determined perseverance can accomplish anything in this 
world, then Mr. Stone is bound to succeed, for in him art: to be found 
all the characteristics mentioned, and indeed he is deserving of more 
than ordinary credit for his career thus far in life. He is a product of the 
Sucker State, born in Johnson County February 12, 1845, and a son of Thomas 
and Esther (May) Stone, both natives of Kentucky. The grandfather, 
Reuben Stone, was born in North Carolina, but at an early age emigrated to 
Kentucky, where his son Thomas grew to manhood. The lattcr is a 
mechanic by trade and has followed that all his life. He moved from his 
nativ<:: State to Johnson County, Ill., where he married Miss Esther E. May, 
and made his home there for a number of years, holding while there the office 
of justice of the peace for some time, moving thence to Jackson County, where 
the subject of our sketch was raised and educated. About 1889 he came to 
Billings, and there his wife died in October, 1892. She was a worthy member 
of the Baptist Church and Mr. Stone holds membership in the same at the 
present time. He is still living in Billings, and is retired from the active 
duties of life. In politics he is a Republican. No man is more highly 
respected in the community than he. His marriage resulted in the birth of 
nine children, seven of whom are living as follows: Henry H. (subject), the 
eldest; Sarah E., wife of James Murray, of Simpson, Ill.; John, who is living 
in ~arion, Williamson County, Ill.; Jennie, the wife of W. S. Taylor, of Cen
tralia, Ill.; Mary, the wife of J. H. Kastendrick, of Billings; William, who is 
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living in the West, single; and Fannie, the wife of Benjamin l\ewson, of Car
bondale, the latter being editor of a paper. T~o children died young. In 
the neighborhood where he was born our subject spent his early days, and 
supplemented a common-school education by attending Carbondale Colleere. 
In 1874 he engaged in the milling business at Billings, but previous to this 'he 
was married to Miss Amanda E. Purdy, a native of Jackson County, Ill., born 
January 6,1851, and the daughter of Henry and Jane (Davisl Purdy. She 
was left motherless when four years of age, and her father died a soldier 
at Bowling Green, Ky., during the war. She was then reared by an uncle. 
Shortly after their marriage, which occurred on the 25th of October, 1874, this 
young couple came to Billings, where I\,Ir. Stone embarked in milling, as before 
stated. He built the mill nOlI' standing in that city, it being the first in this part 
of the county, and in company with John Owen erected it at a cost of about 
$2,500. After operating thi,; for about four years Mr. Stone sold out and 
engaged in the saw mill business in Stone County, continuing this for about 
seven years. During this time he was also operating his farm, forty acres, 
which he bought soon after coming to this county. This tract of land is 
located only half a mile from the depot of Billings and is as well improved as 
any placc in the county. He has one of the finest homes, too. In the milling 
and lumber business he was successful, and after leaving the saw mill, he with 
]. \V. Sanders engaged in the lumber business. They continued together 
about five years, when our subject bought out l\Ir. Sanders and continued the 
business alone for about t\\'O years. He then sold to ]\Ir. John Tiede, the 
present owner, and engaged in the manufacture of paving brick, following the 
same for four or five years. In the lumber business he was successful, but 
did not do so wcll with the brick business. He is engaged in farming and 
makes a complete success of this. He has a lovely home and everything 
about the place shows taste and g-ood judgment. In political matters ]\11'. 
Stone is a strong supporter of the Republican party. He is a member of the 
A. O. U. \V. He and i\lrs. Stone are members of the Christian Church, in which 
he is deacon, and both arc highly esteemed in the community. Three chil
dren are the fruits of their union: Arthur H., born April 25, 1879, is at school; 
Eloise A., born February 22, 188::l, and Paul Purdy, born June 22,1888. In con
nection with farming Mr. Stone also gives his attention to fruit growing. He 
was elected to the office of associate judge and served in that capacity from 
1882 to 1884. He has been director of Billings high school and has held other 
local positions. 

\:VILLIAM P. NORMA:\. There is nothing which adds so much to the pres
tige of a city or town, in the estimation of the public, as a first-class livery 
stable. In this respect Harrison is certainly to be congratulated. Among 
her establishments of this kind are found men of great business tact and 
enterprise, and none more so than William P. Norman, who conducts one of 
the busiest, best-managed livery stables in the county. Mr. Norman came 
originally from Mississippi, his birth occurring in Marshall County in 1853, and 
he is a son of Jesse L. and Mary Ann (Clayton) Norman, natives of South 
Carolina, where they were reared and married. From there they removed 
to Mississippi some time in the forties and there passed the closing scenes of 
their lives, the father dying in 1874 and the mother in 1892. Both were Mis
sionary Baptists for many years and were well and favorably known over the 
section in which they lived. He followed the occupation of a planter, and at 
the time of the breaking out of the Civil War was quite wealthy. Then he 
lost all. In politics he was a Democrat, and for a number of years he held the 
office of justice of the peace. His father died in South Carolina many years 
ago and left a large family. Grandfather Fielding Clayton was a planter, and 
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died in Mississippi. To the parents of our subject were born four sons 
and four daughters, as follows: John was a soldier in the Confederate 
Army, and died in Mississippi; Thomas died in :Mississippi from a wound 
received at Atlanta; Jesse, of Marshall County, Miss., was also a soldier in the 
Confederate Army, serving over two years; and our subject. The daughters 
were named Mary Ann, deceased, was the wife of A. W. 'vVilkins; Elizabeth, 
deceased, was the wife of T. G. Henley; Caroline is the wife of T. J. Carter, of 
De Soto County, Miss., and Sallie, deceased. The original of this notice grew 
to manhood on the farm, received a limited education on account of the war, 
and when twenty-one years of age branched out for himself as an agriculturist. 
He was married in Marshall County, Miss., in 1874, to Miss Octie O. Moore, a 
product of Marshall County, Miss., and the daughter of Charles and Sarah 
Moore, natives of Tennessee. From that State Mr. and Mrs. Moore removed 
to Mississippi, where Mr. Moore died before the war. His wife is still li\·ing. 
Our subject's marriage has been blessed by the birth of nine children, viz.: 
Olivia, Irby, Howard, Clayton, Clifton, Jesse, Chester, Kinlock and William. 
Mr, Norman resided in Marshall County, Miss., until 1886 and then moved to 
Boone County, Ark., locating four miles south of Harrison, where he rented 
land for one year. After that he purchased a farm and conducted the same 
until 1891, since which time he has been engaged in the livery and transfer 
business. He is the only one of the Norman family who moved to Arkansas 
or the West. Mr. Norman is a Mason, a member of Boone Lodge No. 314, at 
Harrison, and in politics is a Democrat, casting his first vote for Tilden in 
1876. He and wife hold membership in the Missionary Baptist Church. 

HENRY OSWALT. This gentleman, who resides on section I, \Villiam 
Township, owns a fine farm, which attests by its value and productiveness the 
excellent qualities of thoroughness and system which mark the owner. The 
prudent ways and careful methods of the Teutonic farmer are conspicuous 
in this county, where so many representatives of the German race ha\'e 
settled and Henry Oswalt is no exception to the rule. His great-grand
parents on the paternal side were natives of Germany, and came to this 
country at an early date, settling with many others of that nationality in the 
Keystone State. Our subject was born in Mercer County, 111., April 27, 1840, 
and was second in order of birth of ten children born to H--- and Rachel 
(Flora) Oswalt, natives of Pennsylvania and Ohio, respectively. The grand
father, Hagle Oswalt, was also a n-ative of Pennsylvania. The father of our 
subject grew to manhood in his native State, but then went to Ohio, where he 
remained until 1838, going from there to Illinois. He took up Government 
land and carried on farming through life. While residing in Ohio he married 
Miss Flora, a daughter of Jonas Flora, who was an early pioneer of the Buck
eye State, and also of German origin. This young couple made the trip from 
Ohio to Illinois by wagon, were early settlers there, and experienced many 
hardships and privations. They reared a family of ten children, all but three 
of whom survive. In 1869 the family emigrated from Illinois to Missouri, and 
loc~te~ in Barton County, where the father bought a farm and tilled the soil 
untIl hiS death in 1876. He was a Democrat in politics. The mother is still 
living, is seventy-six years of age, and makes her home in Barton County. 
Their children were named as follows: John, a carpenter of Mercy County, Ill.; 
Henry, our subject; Michael, killed in the Civil War; Rachel, married and 
resides in Barton County, Mo.; Samuel resides at Leavenworth, Kan.; Lydia, 
widow, resides in Barton County; Catherine, married and lives in Barton 
County; Franklin, a farmer of Barton County; Mary]., married and a resident 
~f B:,rton Coun.t:~r, and Edward, who died young. Our subject spent his early 
hfe 111 the PraIrIe State, received but a common-school education, and was 
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twenty-four ye.ars of age when he cam~ !o Missouri. While under the parental 
roof he was dnlled In the duties pertaInIng to farming, and as a natural conse
quence when s.tart~ng out for himself he selected that as his occupation in life. 
He selected hiS Wife In the person of Miss Felesha Raker, a native of Mis
souri, born in 1848, and the daughter of Joseph Raker, who was a native of 
Missouri. After coming to Missouri young Oswalt boucrht a farm in Barton 
County ancl;,ntered actively upon his career as an agric~turist. About 1888 
he came to Stone County, where he has since continued to till the soil and 
where: he h,:s met with go~d returns. He has good buildings on his place, 
espeCially hiS reSidence, which IS one of the best in this part of the county, and 
he is giving much o.f his attention to stockraising, his farm being well adapted 
to that. H.e IS conSidered one of the representative farmers and citizens of the 
county, ancl his family is well respected. To his first marriage were born four 
children, three of whom are living: Finley, married, resides on a farm on 
White River; Luther, married, resides on the farm with his father· Annie 
single, at home, and Stella, who died young. Mrs. Oswalt died in 1876. Ou; 
subject's second union was with Miss Viola Van Gundey, a native of Illinois, 
born in 1860, and daughter of Nelson and Lucinda (Frankenberger) Van 
Gundey, formerly from Ohio but early settlers of Illinois. Three children have 
been born to the seconclunion: Minnie, Roy and John. 

FI,ANCIS MARIDN YOUNGBLOOD. There is something essentially American 
in the life and character of the gentleman who is the subject of this sketch. 
The United St,ttes has given rare opportunities to men with courage, honesty 
of purpose, integrity and energy to secure success. Francis Marion Young
blood has all the above characteristics, and his success as an agriculturist and 
citizen has come as his devotion to right and his tenacity of purpose. Mr. 
Youngblood was born in DeKalb County, Mo., about 1838, son of Ambrose 
ane! Martha (Fanning) Youngblood, who resided for many years in Tennessee. 
From that State they moved to Illinois, and thence to northwest Missouri. 
When our subject was about six years old the parents came to Carroll (now 
Boone) County, and settled on Long Creek, where the father improved a good 
farm, and where he passed the remainder of his days, dying about 1882. His 
wife died in the same county a few years before. lI'[r. Youngblood was 
considerable of a h linter, and one of his reasons for settling in this section was 
on account of the game. The grandfather, James Youngblood, was probably 
a Revolutionary soldier, but very little is known of him. The children born 
to Mr. and Mrs. Youngblood were named as follows: Nancy, wife of John 
Sharp, of Kansas; Jeremiah McClinton, a soldier in the Federal Army, now 
resides in Missouri; James resides in Boone County; William, a soldier in the 
Federal Army, makes his home in Carroll County; and Francis M., our sub
ject. The lattcr received but very little schooling in his youth, only a few 
months each year, for he had several miles to walk and most of his time was 
spent in assisting on the home place. In the year 1861 he was married to 
Miss Elizabeth Hulsey, who was born in ----, and who was the daughter 
of Hiram and Nancy Hulsey, early settlers of Boone County. Ten children 
were the fruits of this union: William Riley; Mary, wife of John Thomas 
Philips, of Colorado; T. S., a graduate of Marion Medical College, St. Louis, 
and is now a prominent physician of Adair, 1. T.; Ca:-rie, wif~ .of Andrew 
Hayhurst, of Carroll County; James; Martha Delaney, wIfe of \Vllham Vowel; 
Cordelia; Mac. Noah, of Indian Territoy; Ida and Hattie. Since a boy our sub
ject has made his home on Long Creek, near Shaver Postoffice, where he has one 
of the best farms to be found. He has 390 acres, the old farm owned by his 
father, and has always followed farming and stockraising, being one of the 
best known men in his part of the county. In the month of July, 1862, he 
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enlisted in Company K, First Arkansas Cavalry, Federal Army, at Sl?ringfield, 
Mo., and operated in Missouri and Arkansas. He was captured In Carroll 
Countvin the fall of 1862, but was released after about a month, and was mus
ered ~ut at Fayetteville, Ark., in February, 1864. After the war he resumed 
farming and has followed it ever since. He and wife have been members of 
the Christian Church for many years, and he has been a Republican since he 
first commenced voting. 

DR. N. C. BERRY. Our subject, a prominent and leading physician of 
\Vest Plains, Mo., was born April 5, 1838, in Union County, Ky., of which State 
his father, Dr. J. T. Berry, was also a native. The elder Berry was born in 
Fayette County in 1810, and was the son of John Berry, who was a native Vir
ginian and an early settler of Kentucky. Dr.]. T. Berry took up the practice 
of medicine nearly sixty years ago in Kentucky, and came to Missouri in 1869. 
He located in Camden County, but subsequently moved to Carthage, \vhere he 
is now practicing. He is about eighty-four years of age, a prominent physician, 
and member of the board of pension examiners at Carthage. He was married 
in Kentucky to Miss Susan 1\1. Hodge, daughter of James Hodge, formerly of 
Kentu2ky, now deceased. She is still living, and is seventy years of age. Of 
their seven children our subject is eldest in order of birth. The others are as 
follows: C. L. and H. A., residents of Carthage; John]., deceased, was a soldier 
in the Fourth Kentucky Infantry, Confederate Army; C. c., who died when a 
child, and t\H) daughters who died young. Our subject passed his boyhood 
and youth in his native county, attended the schools there and the high school 
in his native town, and early in life began the study of medicine with his father 
and an uncle, Dr. J. \V. Berry. Later he entered the Jefferson College, of 
Philadelphia, Pa., and there finished his education. Fol1owing this the Doctor 
enlisted in the Confederate l\rmy, Fourth Kentucky Infantry, in September, 
1861, and was with that regiment during the battle of Shiloh. Later he obtained 
a position with Gen. Lyon, and was with him until the close of the war. 
He was an army surgeon, and was first with Col. Cypert's regiment. Later he 
was promoted to senior brigade surgeon of Turner's Brigade, Gen. Lyon's 
cavalry, and continued in that position during the latter part of the war. He 
was with Gen. Forest at Johnsonville, Tenn., and was in the army nearly 
four years. He was taken prisoner by Gen. Mitchell, but soon escaped. 
Fol1owing the war he located in Kentucky and resumed the practice of medi
cine with his father, and continued with him up to the time he came to Mis
souri. Upon reaching this State Dr, Berry settled at \Vest Plains, Howell 
county, and since 18n has made his home "in this town. He is a member of 
the county and Southwest Missouri Medical Association, ane! has shown his ap
preciation of secret organizations by becoming a mem ber of the 1. O. O. F., \N est 
Plains Lodge ~o. 263, K. of P., Crotona Lodge No. 137, at 'Nest Plains, and 
A. O. U. \\'. Ko. 231. The Doctor has held numerous offices in the organiza
tions. He has been district deputy grand master of the 1. O. O. F., has repre
sented his lodge in the Grand Lodge of Missouri, also in the encampment of the 
State, and has ever been an active Odd Fel1ow. In politics the Doctor is a 
Democrat, and is a strong man in his party. He has ever been interested in 
political affairs. He has held the office of secretary of the board of health of 
West Plains for a number of years, and he has been a member of the educa
tional board of the town. The Doctor has a cheerful and pleasant home on 
Main Street, and this is presided over by his estimable wife, who was Mrs. 
Green, daughter of Payne Dixon, when he married her. They have one 
daughter living, Sudie c., a young lady, and two other children deceased: 
Ernestine, who was the wife of Edward Hely, of West Plains. died when twenty
one years of age,and 'William, who died when seven months old. Dr. Berry is 
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~>De of t~e leading physi::ians of southwest Missouri, and has a large and pay
Ing practice. HIS office IS on Washington Avenue. 

JOlIN H. MIDDLETON. John H. Middleton creneral merchant farmer and 
postmaster at Omaha, Boone County, Ark., is ~ ~vorthy citizen in' all the rela
tions of life, and has always been interested in the advancement in the differ
ent affairs of his section. He is a successful business man; his gen
erosity keeps pace with his prosperity, and he contributes liberally of his 
means to the advancement of worthy enterprises, in which respect his gener
osity has been recognized and appreciated. Mr. Middleton is a product of 
Bolivar, Mo., .born January 9, 1854, and is a son of \Villiam J. and Lovina J. 
(Beckley) Middleton. The father was born in Tennessee in 1830, and when 
seven years of age went to what is now Stone County, Mo., with his mother, 
and settled near Galena, on James River, where he remained until the break
ing out of the Mexican "Var. He then enlisted and served all through that 
war as a private. After his return to Missouri he was married in St. Clair 
County to Miss Beckley and at once located in Bolivar, where he followed 
merchandising until about 1856. From there he removed to Linn County, Kan., 
and engaged in business at Centreville for a few years. In 1859 he went to 
Pike's Peak, but about a year later returned to St. Clair County, 1\10., where he 
engaged in the pottery business, following the same until the next year when 
he put in a crop. The war then broke out and he abandoned his enterprises 
and enlisted in Company G, Seventh Kansas Cavalry, and served three years 
and three months in the Army of the Cumberland with Grant and Sherman. 
He held the rank of sergeant and fought at Corinth, Miss., Florence, Ala., 
Chickamauga, Lookout Mountain, and many others, twenty-six battles in all. 
He was never captured nor wounded and was only home on a furlough twice. 
N a braver soldier fought for the old flag or trod the red sod of a bloody bat
tlefield. At the close of the war he moved from Lawrence, Douglas County, 
Kan., to Linn County, that State, and engaged in business at Linnville, where 
Mrs. Middleton died in 1866. Mr. Middleton afterward spent two years in 
Wyandotte County, lZan., after which he returned to Linn County, Kan., and 
farmed, etc., until 1874, when he made his advent into Boone County, Ark. 
Two years later he moved to Tarney County, Mo., engaged in farming, and 
there he resides at the present time. He is a man possessed of more than 
ordinary ability and judgment and is a representative citizen. He has been 
an Odd Fellow for many years, and is a Methodist Protestant in his religious 
views. His father, James Middleton, died in Monroe County, Tenn., when his 
SOil, W. J. Middleton, was but seven years of age. W. J. Middleton's wife died 
in Linn County, Kan. They were the parents of one son and four daughters. 
Grandfather Beckley died in St. Clair County, Mo., in r866. He was a farmer. 
H is wife died in that county also. The father of our subject is now living 
with his second wife, formerly Mrs. Martha J. Bryant, and has one son by this 
union, William. The children born to his first union were named as follows: 
Maggie, wife of Benjamin F. Miller, of Crawford County, Kan.; John H.; 
Florence, wife of Joseph Noel, of Crawford County, Kan., and Jennie, wife of 
Dudley Richards, of Douglas County, Ore. John H. remained with his 
father until grown and never attended school more than six months altogether. 
As his father was unfortunate in business and was left without means, young 
Middleton was compelled to work when he should have been in the school
room. In the year r876 he was married in Boone County, Ark., to Miss Alice 
Noel, a native of Johnson County, Kan., and the daughter of Reuben E. and 
Delila NoeL Her parents moved to Missouri at an early date and from there 
to Boone County, Ark., where ML Noel died in 1891. He was a farmer. His 
wife is still living. To John H. and wife have been born eight children. After 
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living at Kirbyville, Mo., for some time after his marriage Mr. Middleton 
moved to Omaha in 1884, took up land, and also engaged in the mercantile 
business which he has followed up to the present time, doing an annual busi
ness of over $5,000. He has 170 acres of land, about fifty acres cleared, and 
has made many improvements. When he came to Omaha he had $80, a pony 
and two cows, and what he has since made has been the result of his own 
industry and enterprise. Mr. and Mrs. Middleton are members of the Mis
sionary Baptist Church. 

MILTON G. PATTILLO. He whose name heads this sketch is a fair repre
sentative of the better class of men who began life's battle at the lower rounds 
of the ladder, and through his own efforts he has gained a substantial place 
near the top. Practically speaking, he is to-day in comfortable financial cir
cumstances, and the position he now occupies is direct evidence that he 
possesses the confidence and esteem of his fellow-mortals. He was born 
in Gallatin County, Ill., February II, 1826, a son of John S. and Mary (Traws
dale) Pattillo, the former of whom was born on Blue Grass soil in Kentucky, 
and the latter in Tennessee. They were among the very early settlers of Illi
nois, and there they tilled the soil successfully and reared a family of nine 
children; but when the Lone Star State was opened up to settlers Mr. Pattillo 
was one of the first to emigrate there, and there died. His widow survived 
him until a few years ago, and breathed her last in the State of Illinois. The 
subject of this sketch was reared on a farm in the State of his birth, and there 
continued to make his home until 1872, when he moved to Jackson County, 
Ark., later to Baxter County of the same State, and in 1874 came to Ozark 
County, Mo., his home being situated about eight miles from Gainesville. He 
is the owner of an excellent tract of farming land on Bryant River, about 
three-fourths of a mile from its mouth, and ever since starting out to fight the 
battle of life for himself he has followed blacksmithing in connection with 
farming, and is an excellent workman. He and two brothers served in the 
late Civil War, he being a member of the One Hundred and Twentieth Illinois 
Volunteer Infantry, with which he served faithfully for three years, partici
pating in the engagements at Vicksburg and Gun Town, being afterward sent 
to Nashville with his regiment. He saw some hard service, and his health 
has never been good since that time. He is a member of the G. A. R. at 
Bakerfield, this county, has long been a Republican of pronounced type, and 
is an active and earnest member of the Christian Church. He was married in 
Illinois to Miss Margaret Sherwood, and by her became the father of the 
following children: Mary J., Alice, Johnson, Walter, George, Hugh and 
Leonora, Johnson and Walter being the only ones now living. After the 
death of the mother of these children, Mr. Pattillo took for his second wife 
Mary Houston, and eight children were the result of this union, only four of 
whom are living: Adrian S., Lorenzo D., Edgar and Hester. Mr. Pattillo's 
children reside near him, and they are all highly esteemed citizens of the 
section in which they reside. 

J. P. PIGG. The gentleman whose name heads this sketch possesses 
those qualities of industry and energy so necessary to success in any calling, 
and as a tiller of the soil he is ranked among the most successful in the 
county. He owes his nativity to Warren County, Tenn., where he was born 
November 25, 1844, a son of John and Melvina (Newby) Pigg, the former of 
whom came to this county about 1851 or 1852, but was a resident of Marshall, 
\Vebster County, Mo., at the time of his death, his wife having passed from 
life in Tennessee. To their union the following children have been born: 
Richard, of Christian County, Mo.; Thomas M., of Polk County, Mo.; J. P.; 
Susan (Mrs. Clark), lives in California, and Melvina (Stonesephen), who lives 
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in this county. Six children are deceased. John Pigg was residing in Taney 
County, Mo:, when the war opened; he was taken as a prisoner to Springfield, 
but after bell1g released made his home in Illinois until after the war closed. 
He then located in Webster County, 1\Io., and there tiicd in 11>~2. J. P. Pigg 
and his brother Richard were Conkderate ,o(diers under Gen. Price, and after
ward under Pembe~ton. After the surrender of Vicksburg they came to Boone 
County, Ark., and Joined Jackman's arm\, and was with Price on his :'IIissouri 
raiti. He was at Devall's Bluff, Baker's Crcek and i\ c\\'tonia, besides numer
ous sharp skirmishes and minor engagements. \\,hilc in the infantry he was 
a private, but became a sergeant after he joined thc ca\·alry. After the war 
ended he settled in Marion County, anel has no\\' a finc farm of 2'-;0 acres, of 
which 200 acres are under culti\'ation and well imprm'Cd, with good build
ings, fences, etc. Mr. l'igg has always been a stron!!, Democrats has helel the 
office of commissioner of Marion Countv, has en:r IKen interested in school 
work, and is givIng his children good ~euucational opportunities, his own 
chance for obtaining an educatiun being limited on account of the war. He 
is a member of J dfries Lodge J:\ o. 21>4, of the i'\.. F. & l\. i'lL, and for the 
past twenty years he has been a member of the l\Iethodist Church, to which 
his wife abo belongs. 1\1rs. Pigg was born in Scarcy County, Ark., )Jo\'cm-
2, 1842; she was the daughter of Vinton Robinson and the wido\\' of William 
Angle, who was killed in the battle of Pea Ridge. Her father was an old 
pioneer of this section from Tennessee; he owned and conducted a mill on Clear 
Creek many years before the war. 1\lrs. Martha Pigg had one daughter by 
IvIr. Angle, Charlotte, who is the wife of James B. Glynn, and her union with 
Mr. l'igg has resulted in the birth of the following children: John H.; 
Lucind, James T., Sally C, Samuel C, Arminda C, living, and the following 
who are dead: Martha E, Cvnthia C, \Villiam R.; Frances 1\1., l\IaT\' F., and 
Ira G. John H, is married ~and has one child, Lesley. The Robinsons are of 
English descent, and :'III'. Robinson was born in 1799, and died December 29, 
(865, in Marion County, his widow's death occurring August 27, IS77, at the age 
of about seventy-three years. Some of the early members of the Pigg family 
wert: soldiers of the Revolution. 

GEORGE F. EL\~I, M. D. The physician is a man who inspires confidence 
because he is worthy of it. His humanity is expressed and his interest in his 
patients is intensified by reason of the concern he has for them, as well as for 
the experience he may gain that may be for the benefit of future sufferers. A 
student who loves knowledge and a physician devoted to his profession, he is 
a careful investigator, and gives all the time he can find in his busy life to 
books and periodicals devoted to medicine and surgery. Such a man cannot 
fail to grow steadily in experience, usefulness and in public confidence. Among 
the eminent physicians of Marion County Ark., Dr. George F. Elam is well 
worthy of mention, for he is such a man as has been described. He was born 
in Cleveland County, N. C, April 15, 1847, a son of \Villiam T. and Cornelia 
(Royster) Elam, of North Carolina, and grandson of Dr. Anderson Elam, of 
Virginia. The latter rose to eminence in his profession, became a soldier of 
the Mexican vVar, and died in the Old North State at the extreme old age of 
ninety years. He was of Irish extraction and became the father of a large family. 
William T. Elam was reareel in the State of his birth, was married there, and 
in 1851 emigrated to Arkansas, settling on a good farm in the vicinity of Yell
ville where he successfully tilled the soil and raised stock. He came thither 
by \;agon became extremely well known, and was elected to the office of justice 
of the pe~ce ten yean, and county assessor four years. He was a Democrat in 
politics, was a soldier in the Confedera~e A~y, and died !n 1884, ~uch regretted 
by all who knew him. He was marned tWice and by hiS first Wife, who was a 
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native of Virginia, and was left an orphan at an early age, he became the father 
of three children: Mary J., wife of M. Pile, of Texas; Dr. George F., and Mar
garet, wife of C. C. Lowry, of this county. The mother's death occurred in 
1853, after which Sarah Pruett became Mr. Elam's wife, and the mother of his 
five children: David L., of Boone County; William D., of this county; Dulcina, 
wife of O. Massie, of this county; Philip of this county, and John F., who 
resides in Polk County. The Doctor's father and mother were members of the 
Baptist Church. Dr. Elam has resided in this county since his fourth year, 
and in the common schools of this county he was educated. He began the 
study of medicine in 1867, but prior to this was a soldier in the Civil \,var, 
enlisting at Fayetteville, in the First Arkansas Cavalry, United States Army, 
under Col. Harrison, serving from January, 1863, until the middle of 1864, taking 
part in the engagement at Fayetteville, and followed Price through Missouri, 
participating in a number of important engagements. After the war he located 
three miles from Springfield, Mo., and after living there one year came back to 
Marion County, Ark., and as above stated began the study of medicine in 1867 
with Dr. G. W. Jobe, and began practicing two years later. After practicing 
his profession for some time he entered the Medical Department of the Arkan
sas Industrial Academy of Little Rock, where he earnestly pursued his studies 
for some time. In 1887 he graduated from the Little Rock Medical College, 
and during the twenty-five years that he has practiced the healing art, he has 
gained a widespread reputation and a liberal patronage among the best people 
of the county. He is recognized by his professional brethren as an exception
ally well-read physician and a surgeon of the best judgment, as a safe practi
tioner and an able counselor, and a citizen whose reputation is above reproach. 
He is president of the Marion County Medical Association, and is a member 
of the State Association. Politically he has ever been a Republican, and was 
appointed under Judge Owen as medical examiner of Marion County, and 
president of the board. He is the owner of a good farm of 207 acres near 
Bruno, which is farmed by his son, and in a business as well as professional 
way he has been successful. In 1866 he was married to Miss Rachel D. Mc
Entire, daughter of Champion and Sarah (Waters) McEntire (see sketch of 
William C. McEntire). Mrs. Elam was born June 5, 1840, and she and the 
Doctor have nine children: Mahuldah S., wife of Prof. R. B. Garrett; Mary N., 
wife of William E. Angle, of Bruno; William 0., Bishop L., George L., Alice 
M., John F., Robert W., and Cornelia A. Dr. Elam and his wife are members 
of the Missionary Baptist Church, and he has always taken an active part in 
church and school work, and is a public-spirited and useful citizen. Prof. B. 
R. Garrett, son-in-law of Dr. Elam, was born in the vicinity of where he now 
lives April 20, 1858, a son of T. H. and Henrietta (Hinson) Garrett, and grand
son of Thomas Garrett, who died in Tennessee a few years ago. T. H. Garrett 
was born and reared in that State, and in 1852 became a resident of Arkansas, 
the journey being made by wagon, and from that time until he was killed in 
1864 he was engaged in tilling the soil in this county. Being exempt from 
army service he remained at home and was killed by Union scouts. He was 
a Democrat, a man of excellent reputation, and acquired considerable prop
erty. His widow is still living and makes her home with her children, being 
now in h~r seventy-eighth year. She was born in Tennessee, a daughter of 
G.eorge H.lI1~on, of that State, and to her marriage the following children were 
given: Wilham and Wesley, who were killed during the war while serving in 
t~e Fourte~nth Arkansas Infantry; Lizzie, wife of Henry A. Fullbright; Para
s~ada C., wife of John Angle, of Bruno; Nancy A., wife of J. D. Wilson, of Har, 
rtson, Ark.; Jasper N., of Texas; James, of Washington County, Ark.; Sarah, 
the deceased WIfe of Hilary Wilburn; Charity is the widow of Frank Dobbs. 
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and resides in Arkansas; B. R.; and Margaret, wife of Mr, Phillips, of Eros, 
?rof, Garrett was reared on the, farn: on which he now lives, was educated 
In t,he country sc,hools, the ~Indsvl!lc, Ark:, school, the school at Valley 
Spnngs, and the St,ate ~I1lve~s~ty at I<aye~tevllle, after which he took up the 
professlOn ot teachIng In adchtlOn to f~rnllng, H,e ,has had many years' expe
nence as an educator! helped to est~blIsh tl,1e Prame Grove Academy in 1893, 
and IS the capable pnnclpal of that lI1stltutlOn which has a larae attendance 
His farm consists of 150 acres, and is tilled in an admirable ~nd intellicrent 
manner. He is in every sense of the word a self-made man, for he not ~nly 
put himself ,through school, but at the same time supported his mother and 
SIster., I Ie. IS a Democrat. polltlcally, and has h~lc! the office of county 
examlllcr of teachers. He IS a member of the Chnstlan Church, as is also his 
wife, whom he married in 1SSS! and by whom he has four children: Una V" 
James ;\., \Vdlard \V .. and an mfant. 

A. T. YO.\UIU;lI. Many minds labor under the misapprehension that real 
patriotism is peculiar to men of high genius or the favorites of fortune. The 
true patriot is one who, from love of country, does, or tries to do, in the proper 
sphere, all that appears necess~ry to promo.te her honor, prosperity and peace. 
The substantIal elements of thiS precIOus vIrtue wlllch underlies the welfare of 
every nation, and especially of one professing to be free. like our OW11, are 
furnished by men in every walk of life, who step out of the realm of mere 
self-love, and seek to further and augment the common weal. Arnone; those 
who fill the highest seats, and prove themselves most deserving of publi~ grati
tude, many have been the farmers of the land. who have redeemed this (Treat 
country from the wilderness and made even the rocks drip with fatnes; and 
blessing. Among the prominent pioneers of the State of Missouri stands the 
names of Solomon Yoachum, grandfather of our slIbject, and George \V. 
Yoachu!11, father of our subject. The latter was a native of the Buckeye eState, 
who came with his father to Missouri at an early day. Later they moved by 
boat down the Mississippi River and settled on the \Vhite River, where they 
were ilmong the first settlers. At that time the Indians were the only people 
in the county. After residing there for some time they came up the White 
River, then up the James, and settled in what is now Stone County. It was 
then all Arkansas. The father farmed at the mouth of Fidley Creek, on the 
J ames River, until his death in 1848, whe11 forty-eight years of age. He was 
at that time the owner of 600 acres, and was a very successful agriculturist. In 
politics he was a Democrat. Before leaving Ohio he married our subject's 
mother, whose maiden name was Aley Friend, daughter of \ViIIiam Friend, 
another early settler of IVIissouri, but who subsequently nlO\-ed to Arkallsas, 
where he died. The mother of our subject passed alray when the latter was 
but a small boy. Five children were born to this worthy couple as foHows: 
William, a farmer, died in IS88 in McDonald County, this State; our subject 
and Solomon were twins (Solomon is residing on a farm in Harper County, 
Kan_); GeOl-eTe died when eighteen years of age, and losina, who married James 
Walker, diel'in IS61. After the death of his wife 1\1r. Yoachum married again, 
and five children were the fruits of this union: J. Harvey, :\Iarion ]., Augusta, 
Jacob and Sarah, alll:ow living but the latter. The family held. membership 
in the lVlethoclist EpIscopal Church, and the father was a promment man of 
the county, holding many public offic.es. ~t th.at early day the country :ras 
full of "arne the table was well supplIed With wIld meat, bee trees were thick, 
and the" early settler lived well. Tl:e father had ~ n:ill. and he would take h_is 
flour down the J ames and \Vhite RIvers to the MISSISSIPPI Rl\'er and sell It ll1 

the towns along the river. Our subject took maIlY trips \I-ith his father. as it 
was the only way to get the goods into the market. The latter hired a teacher 

22 
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to instruct his children, but young Yoachum received only a limited educa
tion. He was born on the White River, in Arkansas, February 7, 1827, and in 
1848 he branched out to make his own way in life. He first began managing 
the old mill at the mouth of Finley Creek, on the James, carrying this on until 
1855. Previous to that, in 1852, he began farming, and since that time much 
of his attention has been given to that occupation. In 1861 he enlisted in 
Company F, Fourteenth Missouri Regiment, under Col. John M. Richardson, 
and served out one year. He was in a number of skirmishes with Marmaduke 
and was in the fight at Springfield. After leaving the army he started a store 
at Ozark, but at the same time continued to till the soil. For fifteen years he 
sold goods in Ozark, and was then engaged in farming and stock trading up to 
1887, when he and John Schonook, of Springfield, built the mill at Ozark. 
This mill has the full roller system and the capacity is eighty barrels a day. 
The principal brands are the Fancy-----, Daisy ----- and Snowball, 
making three grades. He ships to Texas and Arkansas and supplies a large 
local trade, doing an annual business of $50,00,), Mr. Schonook sold his inter
est to our subject, who is now the owner and president, T. L. Robinson being 
vice-president, Benjamin Larkins secretary, and S. G. McCracken stockholder. 
Mr. Yoachum has been one of the largest land owners in the county, but has 
only 300 acres here at present. He resides at Ozark and is highly esteemed 
by all. In politics he is a Republican. Public spirited and active in his sup
port of all worthy measures, he is one of the county's most influential citizens. 
All his property has been accumulated by hard work, for he has ever been 
industrious and enterprising. Socially he is a member of Lodge No. 352, A. 
F. & A. M., at Ozark. He was married in what is now Christian County to 
Miss Mary F. Glenn, a native of Marshall County, Tenn., and the daughter of 
"V. A. and Mary M. Glenn, who came from Tennessee to Missouri in 1856. 
Both parents are now deceased. He was a farmer by occupation. Mr. and 
Mrs. Yoachum attend the Cumberland Presbyterian Church and contribute 
liberally to its support. Our subject was treasurer of Christian County from 1874 
to 1878, and during Gen. Grant s administration was postmaster at Ozark. He 
is president of the Christian County Bank and also director, being one of its 
largest stockholders. He is also somewhat interested in the grocery business 
with Mr. McCracken. and is a first-class business man. At one time Mr. 
Yoachum was engaged in buying grain and stock in Springfield, and he built 
the elevator now owned by the mill company in 1881. 

GEORGE W. ADAMS. One of the prominent and well-to-do agriculturists 
and stockraisers of Marion Township, Christian County, Mo., was born in 
Letcher County, Ky., in 1841, to the union of George and Sarah (Frazier) 
Adams, both natives of Kentucky, it is thought. This worthy couple married 
in Letcher County, Ky., and made their home there until 1854, when they 
came, by wagon, to Taney, now Christian County, Mo., being two months on 
the road. Locating on a small farm, they at once began making improve
ments, and as the years passed by became the owners of an excellent farm. 
For one year, in 1859 and 1~60, Mr. Adams resided in Arkansas and then 
returned to Missouri, where his death occurred December 15, 1869. Mrs. 
Adams died eight days later. Mr. Adams has been twice married and reared 
a family by his first wife. Our subject was second in order of birth of five 
children born to his father's second union. The others were named as follows: 
Jane, wife of Thomas Nicholl, of Colorado; Margaret, wife of D. C. Walker, 
of Douglas County; Ezekiel resides in this county, and Isaac, also of this 
county. During his youthful days our subject was trained to the duties of 
the farm and received his education in the common schools. In the year 
1863, he was married to Miss Jane Nance, a native of Lawrence County, and 
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the dat:ghter o.f Samuel. ax:d Susannah (Adams) Nance. Mr. Nance was 
reared Il1 what 15 no\v ChrIstIan County and died in Lawrence County before 
the war. To Mr. and Mrs. Adams were born eleven children as follows: 
Alfred G., Sarah (who died young), Robert, Newton, George, Melvina (who 
died when a child), John, Bergin, Margaret, Carrie and Harrison. In the fall 
of 1864 Mr. Adams joined Company ]\f, Missouri State Militia, as corporal of 
the Seventy-third Regiment, and operated in southwest Missouri and Arkan
sas until the close of the war. He was in almost every skirmish. 
Previous to entering the service, January 7, 1863, he was captured at his home, 
but was released soon after being taken to Sparta. After the war he settled 
ncar his present residence and improved a good farm, but for the past ten 
years he has been on his present farm near Garrison Postoffice, eight miles 
south of Chadwick. He has 350 acres of fine land and his house and out
buildings are in first-class condition. By industry and dose attention to his own 
affairs, Mr. Adams has reached his present enviable position, and although he 
started in life with a horse and cow, he now has a good property. For a 
number of years he has dealt largely in live stock, cattle, hogs, etc., and has 
been unusually successful in that pursuit. A stanch Republican in his polit
ical views, he voted for Abraham Lincoln in 1864. He has never aspired for 
political positions, but attends strictly to his farming and stockraising interests 
and perhaps that accounts in a large measure for his success. He is a Mason, 
a member of Rome Lodge NO.3 14, Douglas County, now of Ava, and a mem
ber of Corporal Doke Post No. 306, at Garrison. Although not a politician he 
earnestly supports his party and is public spirited and enterprising. He is 
acknowledged by all to be one of the leading farmers of his township. 

YOUNG N. PATTERSON. This prominent and highly-honored citizen of 
Baxter County, Ark., was born on King's Creek, three miles from King's 
Mountain in Lincoln County, N. C. in 1840, a son of Alfred and Eliza 
(Ferguson) Patterson. who were born, reared and married in the Old North 
State, and from there moved to I tawamba County, Miss., where the father 
died at the age of fifty-two years, and the mother is still living on the old 
homestead. The father met with success in his farming operations, was 
practical and shrewd in the conduct of his affairs, and succeeded in accumulat
ing a comfortable competency before the close of his earthly career. He was 
in the Black Hawk War of 1832, and helped to capture the noted chieftain of 
that name. In the common schools of Mississippi Young H. Patterson 
received a practical education, after which he finished his scholastic education 
in an academy of that State. In August, 1861, he enlisted in Company H, 
First Mississippi Infantry, and served in that regiment for nearly a year. At 
the fall of Ft. Donelson he was taken prisoner and for seven months was a 
captive at Camp Morton, Indianapolis. He was then exchanged and rejoined 
his old regiment, with which he served until Vicksburg fell when he became 
a member of Roddy's cavalry. Three months later, at the battle of Selma, he 
was wounded in the leg by a pistol ball, and was later taken pri9'oner at 
Plantersville, but was soon discharged. As this was just prior to Lee's sur
render he did not reenter the service but returned home and began teaching 
school and farming, continuing both occupations there until 1874, when he 
came to Baxter County, Ark., and here has in his home place 200 acres of 
valuable land, besides being the owner of several other tracts in the county. 
His home place is very pretty, well improved, and everything about it indi
cates thrift and energy. He commenced anew the battle of life at the close 
of the war, with a bullet in his leg, some very poor clothes, and a wife to take 
care of, but through sheer force of native ability he has bent the forces of 
circumstances to his will, and has been successful in the accumulation of a 
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bountiful living and some property. While in Mississippi he served .i~ the 
capacity of justice of the peace one term, !lnd ha~ .filled the same posltlOn.a 
like lenrrth of time in Baxter County, to whIch posItIOn he was elected by hIs 
numero~s Democratic friends. He was married in the latter part of 1864 to 
Miss Caroline Thompson, of Monroe County, Miss., a daughter of William 
Thompson, and by her has three sons and seven daugh.ter~ all of whom are 
living. Mr. and Mrs. Patterson are .members of the MethodIst EpIS~Ol?al Church, 
South, and socially Mr. Patterso~ IS a l\1aso~ and a mem?er <?f. FaIrVIew Lodge, 
in which he has held official pOSItion. He IS a substantIal cItIzen and deserves 
great credit for the manly way in which he has surmounted the many obstacles 
that have strewn his path. 

VVILLIS F. MILES. Petty difficulties of Young Township, Boone County, 
Ark., wend their way to the office of our subject and find in him an arbiter that 
as a rule sends the respective parties away in better humor with themselves 
and with the world in general than on coming to him, for he is a gentleman 
who, although having an extended knowledge of the prosaic aspects of life, is 
prone to see the humorous side, and gild the baser metal with the brightness 
of wit. Willis F. Miles was born in Lincoln County, Tenn., in 1831, and is a 
son of Hosea and Nancy (Mayfield) Miles, natives of the Palmetto State, the 
former born in 1802 and the latter in 1801. Previous to her union with Mr. 
Miles, the mother married a Mr. Cownover, and after his death she came to 
Tennessee, where she was subsequently married to Mr. Miles and passed the 
remainder of her days, dying in Giles County in 1849. Mr. Miles died in Law
rence County, Tenn., about 1868. Both were members of the Christian Church. 
Mr. Miles was engaged in agricultural pursuits all his life. The grandfather, 
Isaac Miles, was born in South Carolina, and there passed his entire life, dying 
when our subject was a boy. He was but a small boy during the Revolutionary 
vVar and his father, Thomas Miles, was a soldier in the same. The latter's 
house was used as a hospital for some time, as there was a battle fought near 
by. He was born in Virginia, but was of English parents, who came to Amer
ica in Colonial days. William Mayfield, the maternal grandfather, died in 
South Carolina, where he had probably spent all his life. The parents of our 
subject had born to their union six children, the first two of whom died in 
infancy. The first child died before named. The second was Elvira; Wil
lis F., our subject; Francis Marion, a physician, of Boone County, was in the 
Confederate Army du.ring the war; Newton, also a Confederate soldier, was 
killed at Chickamauga; and Isaac, was in the Federal Army, Company H, 
First Arkansas Cavalry, and served as .orderly sergeant all through the war. 
He now resides in Grand View, Tex. Our subject passed his boyhood on a 
farm, received a limited education, and in r8so was married to Miss Martha 
Estes, a native of Lawrence County, Tenn., and the daughter of John and 
Sarah Estes. l\Ir. and Mrs. Estes were born in Tennessee, but both were of 
Irish origin. Five children were born to our subject and wife, viz.: William, 
of Carroll County; James, of Boone County; Hosea died when about twenty 
years of age; Fannie, wife of Lawson Munley, of Carrollton, and Isaac. IVIr. 
Miles resided in his native State until 1860, when he came by wagon to Searcy 
County, Ark., and remained there until 1864, when he moved to Greene 
County, IvIo. There he remained three years and then moved to Carroll 
County, Ark., and settled on Long Creek. In 1886 he settled on his present 
farm on the bluffs of Long Creek, in the woods, and has already cleared about 
seventy acres of the 200 acres he owns. He was justice of the peace for some 
years while residing in Carroll County, and he has served in that capacity 
nearly all the time since residing in Boone County. He is a well-known, 
industrious and well-respected citizen. In politics he is an ardent supporter 
of Republican principles. 
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JOSEPH LE~ow .. The origin~l of t~is .notice is a Tennesseean by birth and 
has Inculcated Into him the sterling pnnclples of the better class of citizens of 
that State. He was born in Hawkins County in 1833, and is the son of Isaac 
and Sarah (Gray) Lebow, both natives of Tennessee, the father .born in 
Grainger and the mother in Washington County. Both parents received 
limited educational advantages an? after marriage located in Hawkins County, 
where the mother passed away In 1865 and the father in 1882. Both were 
worthy members of the Methodist Episcopal Church for many years. Mr. 
Lebow was a well-to-do farmer, and, when only eighteen years of age was a 
a s<?ldier in the War of 1812, under Jackson. His father, John Lebow: was a 
native of the Keystone State, but removed to Grainger County, Tenn., at an 
early date. There he was engaged as a farmer and distiller until his death. 
Our subject's maternal grandfather, Robert Gray, lived in Tennessee nearly all 
his life, and was of Scotch-Irish origin. He reared a large family. The eleven 
children born to Isaac and Sarah (Gray) Lebow were named in the order of 
their births as follows: Mary was the wife of George Bassett, and both she 
and her husband are now deceased; the next two were twins and died in 
infancy; John and Robert, twins, are deceased, the former died at Kingston, 
Ga., while in the Confederate Army and Robert died at home; Joseph, subiect; 
William; Albert died in Hawkins County, Tenn.; Jefferson died during' the 
war; Sarah Catherine, deceased, was the wife of Jacob Johnson, and Fannie, 
single, died in Hawkins County. A common-school education was received 
by our subject, and he was early trained to the duties of the farm. In r856 he 
married Miss Rebecca Harris, a native of Virginia, who died about 1859, leav
ing a daughter, Sarah Catherine, who has since died. Our subject's second 
marriage occurred about 1867, the lady being a native of Hawkins County, 
Tenn. During the Civil War Mr. Lebow served in the Eighth Tennessee 
Infantry a short time, and was then in the East Tennessee Battery until the 
cessation of hostilities. In 1870 he came to Christian County, Mo .• and for 
about six years lived near Sparta. Later he moved to his present farm, con
sisting of 108 acres, three miles southwest of Highlandville. and has now one 
of the best tracts of land in his section. Industrious and ambitious, he has 
done a great deal of hard work in his day. At one time he was a member of 
the Masonic fraternity, but he is not an active member now. His brother, 
William, came to this county with our subject, and they live together. 
William has one child. 

JOHN MALLOY. It would be hard, indeed. to find a man better fitted to 
successfully fill the office of county clerk than John Malloy, and this fact the 
citizens of Douglas County, Mo., most thoroughly realize. He is conscien
tious in his work, capable, accurate and faithful, and is courteous and accom
modating to al1 with whom he comes in contact. He is a Kentu~kian by birth 
and bringing up, aud first saw the light of day June 19, 1867. HIS father. P. A. 
Malloy, was bom un the Isle of Erin, and when about six years old was brought 
by his parents to the United States and for some time thereaft~r they resided 
at Madison, Ind., but later moved to Kentucky. Upon the arnval of the Mal
loys in Douglas County, Mo., they located at Arno, and there the father 
followed his trade of carpentering until 1888, when he decided to push farther 
westward, and for some time was a resident of the State of \V'ashington. 
In 1892 he returned to Douglas County, Mo., and loc~ted at Aya where he 
died in March of the following year. In whatever locahty he resided, he ,-vas 
wel1 and favorably known and his genial and agreeable and accom~o~atIng 
ways won him many friends. He showed his approval of secret socIeties by 
becomino- a member of the A. F. A. M. lodge of Ava, and the 1. O. O. F. 
lodge of"'Arno. He always supported the men and measures of the Democrat 
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party up to within a few years of his death, when he deemed it his privilege to 
vote as he chose and he became independent. He was married in the State of 
Kentucky, to Miss Hellen H. \Vise, a native of the Blue Grass State, and to 
their union three children were given: John; James, \~'ho is living- in the 
State of \Vashington, and Sarah K., who also resides there. The mother of 
these children died in Washington in 1890, after a useful and well-spent lite. 
The youthful days of John Malloy were spent at Arno, and there he acquired 
a practical, common-school education. He was thrown on his own resources 
at the al;e of sixteen years, and began following the calling with which he was 
most familiar and for about seven years thereafter was engaged in tilling the 
soil, in connection with which work he followed the occupation of school 
teaching. He was successful in both callings, for it has always been a rule 
with him to " do with all his might" what he had to do, and he is still the 
owner of a good farm neaa Arno His intelligence, energy and enterprise were 
soon recognized and in 1890 he was elected to the office of county clerk on the 
third party ticket, and he is now a strong Populist, and a young man who bids 
fair to make his mark in the world. Like his worthy sire before him, he is a 
member of the A. F. A. M. and the 1. O. O. F., Ava Lodges, and he has 
always taken a deep interest in all matters of a public nature and has already 
become known for his public spirit and liberality in aiding worthy causes, 
both as regards purse and influence. He was married in this county to Miss 
Ida Turner, a sketch of whose parents appears in this work, and to their union 
two children have been given: Ercell and Sarah H. Mr. IVIalloy has a 
pleasant and comfortable home in Ava, where he and his wife dispense a free
hearted hospitality, besides which property he owns 160 acres of land at Arno, 
that is considered quite valuable. His father, P. A. Malloy, was a soldier in 
the Twenty-fourth Kentucky Regiment, C. S. A., and served until the war 
closed. He was wounded in an engagement in Tennessee by a gunshot, but 
not seriously, and was soon again on active duty. 

J. B. THOMAS. There is no enterprise of equal importance in Howell 
County, Mo., than that of insurance. Among those engaged in this business 
is our subject, ]. B. Thomas, one of the representative men of Willow Springs 
and abstractor and notary public of that city. Mr. Thomas came from southern 
Iowa and has made his home in \Villow Springs for the past five years. He is 
a native Kentuckian, born in Mason County August 27, 1859, and his father, 
James C. Thomas, is farming in that county at the present time. The latter is 
also a native of that State, and a son of one of the early pioneers. J. B. 
Thomas passed his school days in Kentucky and Ohio, where he attended col
lege at Yellow Springs. In 1886 he went to Iowa and embarked in merchan
dising, which he continued until he came to this city. After locating in Wil
low Springs he followed merchandising about a year, and in 1890 engaged in 
the insurance business. The same year he was elected notary public. Sub
sequently he was elected to the office of alderman of Willow Springs and 
police judge, and he is also coal oil inspector of the city, appointed by Gov. 
Francis. Mr. Thomas is engaged in loaning money and is agent for the Mis
souri Guarantee Savings and Building Association. He is one of the directors 
in the Citizens' Bank at Willow Springs, and an energetic, enterprising and 
public-spirited citizen. Mr. Thomas has shown his appreciation of secret 
organizations by becoming an Odd Fellow and a Knight of Pythias. Of the 
former he is a charter member of Willow Springs Lodge No. 136, and a char
ter member of the latter organization, Willow Springs Lodge No. 156. He 
is grand outer guard in the Grand Lodge and has represented his lodge in 
the Grand Lodge of the State two times. In politics he is a Democrat and 
has ever been aCliive in politics. In a business way he has been unusually 
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successful and. no man stands high~r in the estimation of the people than he. 
!\Ir. Thomas IS t!1e. owner ~f co~slderable property i~ Willow Springs, hav
mg forty acres wlthm the city limits. He was mamed in Trenton, Mo. to 
Miss Lizzie Power, of that city, and he and wife are leaders in the society; of 
the city. Mr. Thomas' office is over the dry goods store of 1\1r. Wilkinson. 

FRANCIS M. HENSON, who lives on the old homestead of the Henson fam. 
ily on Flat Creek, about a mile from the Barry County line, is a native of 
Stone County, Mo., and the seventh in order of birth of twelve children born 
to Zachariah and Armala (Williams) Henson, both natives of Tennessee. 
Grandfather Thomas Henson and family came to Stone County, Mo., in 
1835, wl~en there were v::ry few s~ttlers, and located on land now owned by 
our subject. The Williams famliy came here at the same time and on the 
way the father of our subject, who was then twenty-one years of acre, 
was married to Miss Williams. The journey to this State was made in a t\~O
wheeled cart drawn by oxen, and on arriving here Zachariah built a rude Iocr 
cabin in which he and his bride began housekeeping. They bad very little t~ 
start with, but they were ambitious and enterprising and soon decided 
improvements were made. They resided in the log cabin for a number of 
years, but Mr. Henson, who had cut pine logs up the creek, rafted them down 
and had them sawed with the old-fashioned sash sa\\'. With this lumber he 
built a house which still stands and which has the date of 1850 on the old 
stone chimney. \Vhen they first settled in this county it was almost a wilder
ness, inhabited principally by Indians and wild animals, and here the father 
became prominently identified with every enterprise of importance. He was 
judge of Stone County for eight years and held other local positions of note. 
During the Civil War he was captain of the Home Guards, and he was kept 
busy protecting the homes and fighting bushwhackers. He built a water mill 
on his place and was engaged in milling for a number of years, or up to 1877, 
and also had a large carding machine in the mill. In connection with the 
milling business he carried on his farming operations, but was a prominent 
stockman. He died in 1877, as did also his worthy companion. Both were 
esteemed and respected throughout the county. The original of this notice 
grew to manhood on the old home place, attended the schools of the county 
and obtained a good common·school education. After leaving school he 
branched out for himself as a farmer and stockman, and has always lived on 
the old home place. After the death of the parents he bought part of the old 
home, and is now living on one of the oldest settled farms in the county. He 
is the owner of eighty-two acres, but at the present time is giving much of his 
attention to stock raising. He is one of the prominent young farmers of the 
county, and has held a number of local offices, among them assessor, which 
position he filled in a very creditable manner. He is a strict adheI'ent of 
Democratic principles, and has ever been acti\'e in politics. His birth occurred 
on the 28th of March, 1854, and in 1874, when twenty years of age, he married 
Miss Alice J. Baker, a native of this county, born on the James Ri\'er, near 
Galena, May 27, 18S7. She was the daughter of Enos and 11artha (~~o.ne) 
Baker, both natives of Stone County. Her maternal grandfather, \V!lliam 
Stone, was one of the original settlers of the county which was named after 
him. Mr. Enos Baker while a soldier in the Rebellion was taken sick at 
Springfield, and lived only a few hours after reae.hing his home in Stone 
County. His father, William Baker, was an early pIOneer here. Mrs. Hen
son's m?ther is s~ill living, and is the ,-viEe of ~rice ~ummer~, ?f this CO~ll1ty. 
Our subject and Wife have reared a fan1lly of SIX children: SeIgle F., Eddie 
c., Rose Ella, Claude, Cuma and Bessie. Like every member of the Hen~on 
family, our subject is a public·spirited man, and one who extends a helplllg 
hand toward all worthy enterprises. 
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JOHN \V. FRANKS, deceased. In every community some men are known 
for their upright lives, strong common sense and moral worth rather than for 
their wealth or political standing. Their neighbors respect them, the young 
generations heed their example, and when they go to the grave posterity 
listens with reverence to the story of their quiet and useful lives. Such a man 
was John W. Franks, who was born in Hardin County, Tenn., July 13, 1837, 
and died on his farm near Timbo, in Stone County, Ark., November 20, 1886. 
His father, Jack Franks, died in Tennessee. John \V. Franks received no 
educational advantages in his youth, and at the time of his marriage could 
hardly write his name, but at odd times thereafter he applied himself to his 
books and became reasonably well posted in the three R's. From Tennessee 
he went to Mississippi; in 1859 came to Baxter County, Ark., and located near 
Big Flat, which was one of the roughest places in that part of the country, 
but the soil was rich and fertile, and there he determined to .. pitch his tent." 
He was industrious, made good crops, and was ably assisted by his young 
wife who was as ambitious as he. They had a young yoke of oxen, a few 
household articles, and in this way commenced their married life. During 
the Civil \Var Mr. Franks became a member of an Arkansas regiment, C. S. A., 
with which he served for some time. He continued to live in Raxter County 
until 1879 or 1880, when he moved to the splendid farm ncar Timbo which he 
had bqught about four years before. This farm comprised 464 acres, and had 
300 acres under cultivation. One year after locating here he opened a general 
store near Timbo in a little log house r8X20 feet, and although he commenced 
on a limited scale he succeeded in that as he did in everything. He afterward 
built a larger house, as his increasing business demanded it, and was follow
ing this business at the time of his death. He was a member of the A. F. & A. 1\1., 
the 1. O. O. F., and was prominent in both orders. His wife, Etha Malinda 
\Velch, was born in Tennessee, and is still living, an earnest member of the 
Presbyterian Church. To their marriage nine children were born, the two 
eldest of whom died in infancy. Those living are: Nancy E., wife of James 
H. Rose, of Big Flat; Eliza Jane, who also lives there; Mahala, wife of \V. A. 
\\'illiams, of Scarcy County; William M.; J. W., who is a member of the busi
ness firm of Franks Bros.; Christopher C. at home, and Charles. \Villiam 
Martin Franks received his education in the home schools, and was brought 
up in his father';; store and on the farm. He continued to till the soil until 
September, 1892, when he was married to Miss Palestine, daughter of William 
H. and Elizabeth Bolinger, of this county, and engaged in the mercantile 
business, being associated ,vith his brother as a member of the firm of Franks 
Bros., of Timbo, where they are doing a profitable business, and have a well
stocked establishment. 

ISAAC ADAMS. Among the prominent business men of Christian County, 
Mo., stands the name of Isaac Adams, who is a practical, experienced man 
thoroughly conversant with merchandising in all its branches and a most 
reliable one with whom to enter into commercial relations. He was born in 
Letcher County, Ky., in 1850, the youngest in order of birth of fi\·e children 
born to George and Sarah (Frazier) Adams. He was but four years of age 
when he was brought by his parents to Taney, now Christian County, Mo., 
but owing to the breaking out of the Civil \Var his educational advantages 
were limited. When about nineteen years of age he started out for himself 
as a farmer and when no older was married to Miss Sarah Garrison, a native 
of Christian County, Mo., the daughter of William and Malinda Garrison, who 
came from Tennessee to what is now Christian County at an early date. 
Here both died since the war. 11.'1r. Garrison was a farmer and followed that 
occupation for the most part durine: life, but he also followed the blacksmith's 
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tr.ade in conl:ec~io.n wi~h agricultural p~rsuits. He .and wife were among the 
pIOneers of. Chrrsttan County. The frUIts of our subject's union have been ten 
children:.George, deceased; Jane; William; Mary Belle, wife of Robert 
Luthco; bmma, Margaret, Ella, Charley, Frederick and Alfred. After mar
riage lvir. Adams located in the eastern part of Christian Countv and there 
tilled the soil until January, 1893, when he located at Garrison Postoffice 
where he has since been engaged in merchandising. He is doing a good busi~ 
n:ss and has t!le confidence and respect of all who know or have dealings 
wIth hIm. He IS also postmaster at that place. Mr. Adams still owns his fine 
farm, consisting of 201 acres, on which considerable lead has been found, and 
is a representative man of the county. 

CAPT. OU\'ER E. HINDES. There are few men in business circles who 
show as llluch fitness for their avocation in that they are wideawake, reliable, 
experienced and energetic as does Capt. Oliver E. Hindes, and there arc none 
who have a more thorough knowledge of the wonderful mineral wealth and 
fine agricultural lands surrounding Lead Hill, Ark., than has he. The Captain 
has explored the entire mint:ral region of north Arkansas and south Missouri, 
and is perhaps more familiar with that field than any other man. He is one 
of the prominent farmers and land speculators of Lead Hill, and has spent 
much of his time and means to advertise and interest people in this section. 
Capt. Oliver E. I lindes was born November 1 1,1836, in Louisville, Ky., to the 
union of Silas and Jane (Bell) Hindes, natives of the Keystone State, where 
they were reared ant! married. Later they removed to Louisville, Ky., and 
thence a few years latcr to New Jersey, where they remained until our subject 
was about six years old. They then went to the Empire State and there 
passed the remainder of their days, the mother dying when the Captain was 
about eight years of age, and the father a few years later. Farming was the 
latter's occupation in life, and he was a soillier in the vVar of 1812. The grand
father, Esan Hindes, was born in Ireland, hut at an early date came to 
America with two brothers and served in the Revolutionary \Var. He died in 
New Jersey. Capt. I-lindes was one of thirteen children, seven now living, as 
follows: Susan E., wife of Reuben E. Bishop, of New York; Decatur, who went to 
sea at all early age and became captain of a whaling vessel; Esther, wife of James 
R. Harrison; of New York; Jane, wife of Alex. Lockwood; Ann, wife of James 
Thomas, whose father commanded a ship on the lakes during the War of IS 1 2; 
Abbil~, wife of George Hall, and Oliver E. The latter received a limited edu
cation in his youth, and when but thirteen years of age went West to seek his 
fortune. He was in the Lake Superior country when copper was discovered 
and made some investments by trading, etc., in the mines. Later he sold out 
and wandered off southwest, and at Ft. Leavenworth fell in with the celebrated 
Kit Carson, with whom he went to the mountains. He spent four years with 
him, was all over the Northwest, and became a famous hunter. He became 
familiar with the various Indian languages, also with mining, and this experi
ence benefIted him greatly. He assisted in raising the first house in Denver, 
and remained in the mountains until 1861, when he returned to Ft. Leaven
worth, where he was engaged in the livery business until burned out. After 
that he engaged in the saddlery trade, and was an Indian trader for a number 
of years. From there he removed to Indian Territory, where he engaged in 
the wholesale and retail saddlery and harness business at Muscogee, and was 
meeting with the best of success when he was prevailed upon by J. E. Turner 
and L. G. Gore, capitalists, to come to this section. They had the utmost 
confidence in the ability and judgment of Mr. Hindes, as to the location of 
mineral, etc., by his experience in the West, and furnished him a buyer for his 
business in the Territory. He then came to Arkansas under their instruction 
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and was soon convinced that north Arkansas was a rich field. He lays no claim 
to being a mineralogist or geologist, but his wide experience has given him a 
practical knowledge of the same, and in the fifty-three shafts that he has sunk in 
the counties of Boone, Marion and Searcy, mineral has been found in every 
one of them, which he thinks is in paying quantities. He is interested in per
haps 3,000 acres of mineral and improved farm lands, and for eight years 
has been a resident of Boone County. For a time he was in Gen. Price's army 
and fought at Springfield, Prairie Grove,.etc .. Later he rett;r:led to the mount
ains, but soon afterward returned to MIssouri, where he Jomed the army as 
captain of Company H, Eighth Missouri, Gen. Price's army, and fought at 
·Westport, the last fight in Missouri. In the year 1865 he was married to Miss 
Sarah E. Smith, a native of Platt County, Mo., and the daughter of Charley 
Smith, a native of Ohio, who first came to Missouri, but later moved to Kansas 
where he died on a farm. Mr. Hindes is a member of the Knights of Honor at 
Muscogee, and is a prominent and substantial citizen. 

KE~ll\!ER F. CANTRELL. The general mercantile firm, of which this gentle
man is a member, Cantrell & Angle, is well-known throughout Marion County, 
and enjoys a liberal patronage. Mr. Cantrell is a member of one of the 
pioneer families of Arkansas, and was born November 8, 1853, a son of vVilliam 
P. and Elizabeth (Payne) Cantrell, and grandson of Abner and Mary (Maxey) 
Cantrell. In 1830 the grandfather's family emigrated from Alabama, taking 
up their aboae in Madison County, Ark., but in 1854 removed to Boone (then 
Carroll) County, and located on a farm three miles from Lead Hill, but set
tled eventually in Marion County. There the grandfather died in 1889, at the 
advanced age of ninety-seven years, being probably the oldest man in the 
county at that time. He enjoyed remarkably good health all his life, was 
active and energetic, and was a thrifty and highly-respected farmer. To him
self and wife, who died in 1870, a large family of children were given, of whom 
William P. Cantrell was the eldest, the others being Thomas, Henry, Marian, 
John, Edward, Caroline, Adaline, Melissa, Jane, Catherine and Elizabeth. 
Edward is the only son living and Caroline is the only daughter who is dead. 
William P. Cantrell was fourteen years of age when he became a resident of 
Arkansas. He was married in Madison County. In 1854 he came to Marion 
County, and on the farm near Lead Hill he lived during the war. He was for 
a short time in the Confederate service, was captured by the Federals, and 
after taking the oath of allegiance he moved to Pulaski County, Mo. He 
returned to Arkansas in 1867, but in 1875 moved from his farm near Yellville 
to the farm on which he died in June, 1893. His death was sudden, occurring 
while he was sitting in a chair reading, and resulted from heart disease. He 
had held the office of justice of the peace, was deputy county clerk, but for a 
long time prior to his death he had been retired from active public life. He 
was a local minister of the Baptist Church, was a successful farmer, was a 
Mason of Yellville Lodge, and was a highly-respected citizen. His widow is 
living on the old home farm near Yellville, and is now about sixty-two years 
of age. She became the mother of fourteen children: Mary A., Eliza, Amanda, 
Lydia, Kenner; Alonzo, who died in infancy; Martha, Charles E., John, George, 
Alice, Ambrose, who died young; William W.; Elizabeth, who died at the age 
of one year. Mary is the wife of L. Bench; Eliza is Mrs. T. M. Rea; Amanda 
is Mrs. J. G. Dillahunty; Lydia is Mrs. N. Estes; Martha is Mrs. Dr. J. M. 
Coker; Alice is Mrs. Jesse Horner. Kenner F. Cantrell was reared and edu
cated in Marion County, and after finishing his education in the schools of 
Bellefonte and Yellville he became a school teacher and followed this occupa
tion for some time in Marion County. In 1878 he was elected to the office of 
county clerk, a position he held four years. He is a Democrat, has been 
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active in the public affairs of his section and interested in all good works, and 
for a number of years was very successfully engaged in the stock business in 
the southern part of the county. He was appointed postmaster at Bruno dur
ing Cleveland's first administration, resigned when Harrison was elected was 
reappointed under Cleveland's second administration, which position he' now 
holds. In 1887 he engaged in merchandising in Bruno, in partnership with 
John Angle, and has successfully operated in that line ever since. He carries 
a stock of goods worth $5,000 and does an annual business of $20,000. These 
gentlemen are also cotton dealers and handle from 300 to 600 bales per year. 
Mr. Cantrell is a Mason and a member of Jefferson Lodge No. 317, and has 
held nearly all the offices in that lodge. He is in every sense of the word a 
self-made man, and has every reason to be proud of the success which he has 
achieved. He was married March 24, 1878, to Miss Sarah J. Hudspeth, a 
native of thi.s co~nt>:, .and to theI~ a family of eight children has been given: 
John G., Daisy E., Ebzabeth, Olbe, WalterT., George, Melburn G., (who died 
in infancy) and Effie c., all of whom are attending school except the two 
youngest. 

O. W. ANDERSON. Among all the industries that are carried on in any 
community, none succeed so well as the ones that are conducted by practical 
men. An instance in mind is the success attained by O. W. Anderson, who is 
a member of the firm of Anderson & Keightley, practical blacksmiths, of Bill
ing;;, Mo. He wa;; born in Erie County, Penn., November 18, 1850, was reared 
and educated in Crawford County of that state, and there also learned his 
trade. His parents were Robert and Harriet (Yates) Anderson, the former of 
whom was born in the State of New York, soon after his mother had landed 
in this country from Scotland, his father having died on the ocean en route, 
and was buried at sea. Robert Anderson died in Ohio, but his widow sur
vives him. Their union resulted in the birth of eleven children, of whom the 
subject of this sketch was the third in order of birth. Just r.t the time when 
O. W. Anderson should have been in school, the great Civil War came up and 
he was compelled to leave school to earn his living. At the age of thirteen 
years he bought his time of his father for $300 and started in business as a 
saw miller, an occupation which he followed until 1869, when he began learn
ing the blacksmith's trade, serving an apprenticeship of three years. In 1875 
he opened a shop of his own in his native State and worked with success at 
his trade up to IHS3, when he came West to Missouri, and the following year 
located in Billings, and here, in company with a Mr. Bodey, was in the black
smithing business until 189!. Mr. Anderson then sold out and embarked in 
the hardware business with J. B. McHenry, the firm being known as McHenry 
& Anderson, and carried on that business until the fall of 1892, when he 
bought out Mr. McHenry and conducted the business alone until 1893, when 
he disposed of the entire stock to the Billings Merchandise Company. In 
June, 1893, he returned to his early occupation-blacksmithing-and the firm 
has since been Anderson & Keightley. Mr. Anderson has ever been a 
stanch Republican in politics and is a public-spirited, law-abiding and us~ful 
citizen. He has held some minor offices and has been a delegate to vanous 
convention~. Socially he is a member of the A. O. U. W., in which he has 
held offices, and he also belongs to the A. F. & A. M. Mr. Anderson has 
been successful in the accumulation of worldly means, owns considerable real 
estate in Billings, and has a handsome and' comfortable home where he ~nd 
his wife dispense a free and cordial hospitality. .Mr. Anderso?- was .marrled 
in 1873 to Miss M. J. Connick, dau~hter of DaVid and. Adal111e Llvernore 
Connick and to their union foul' children have been given: Lynn, Leroy, 
Tresa an'd Ralph. The family attend the Methodist Episcopal Church and 
are highly-esteemed citizens of that county. 
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MARCUS E. BENSON, manufacturer and lumber dealer of West Plains, Mo., 
like many of the prominent and successful business men of the town, was 
reared to farm life and there learned habits of industry and energy that have 
remained with him thus far through life. He was born September IS, 1856, 
and his parents,]. R. and Julia (Jones) Benson, were natives, respectively, of 
Vermont and New York. Grandfather Benson was in the battle of Lundy's 
Lane. The father of our subject moved to Michigan at an early date, but 
in 1865 came to this State, and settled in Monroe County, where he resides 
at the present time. He has always followed farming, is a. stanch Republican, 
and has been a prominent politician in that county. Our subject attended school 
in Michigan, Missouri arid Illinois and came to Missouri with his parents in 
1865. In this State he finished his growth and subsequently branched out 
in business for himself, meeting with excellent success thus far. He was a 
candidate for the Legislature from Monroe County when a young man, and 
was well and favorably known in that section. In 1885 he came to this county 
and embarked in the manufacture of yellow pine lumber, making a success of 
this, while many other men in the same line ot business failed. For about 
seven years he continued this business, and in 1893 he was made manager of 
the World's Fair Fruit Company which had the exclusive right to sell fruit at 
the Fair. There he remained all through the Fair, making a financial success 
of a very difficult undertaking. At present Mr. Benson is engaged in the 
machine business and has a shop for the manufacture of novelties. He olVns 
and built the Grand Opera House of West Plains, the first one erected in the 
city, and he is a stockholder in the Howell County Bank. He was a candi
date for representative from Howell County and is now a candidate for the 
nomination for Congress from the Fourteenth Congressional District. Mr. 
Benson has always been successful in a business way, and is an energetic, enter
prising and public-spirited citizeri. His business qualifications are of the 
highest order and he is recognized as one of the leading business men in this 
part of the State. He is erecting a fine residence on Garfield Avenue, and is 
the owner of considerable real estate in West Plains. Mr. Benson has always 
adhered to the principles of the Republican party, for which he is an active 
1V0rker,. and carries considerable infiuence in the county. He was married in 
the State of Illinois to the daughter of Rev. ] ohn Gilispie, and one child, 
Beatrice, has blessed this union. 

GUY T. HARRISON. The protection afforded by the laws of a country 
are inestimable. When the people overturn the jurisdictions of their nation, 
a chaos prevails in which the good is lost sight of in the terrible mobs and 
riots of the liberty-drunken citizens, as exemplified in the bloody revolution 
in the city of Paris. A wise people is that which abides by the edicts of its 
head, and employs agents to explain the methods of that body. Prominent 
in the ranks of the intelligent and successful lawyers of Ozark County, Mo., is 
Guy T. Harrison, who has a most thorough and practi-cal knowledge of the 
complications of law. He was born in Tazewell County, Va., November 20, 
1863, a son of Henry and Rebecca (Brewster) Harrison,. both of whom were 
born and spent their lives in Virginia, with the exception of a very short time 
which they spent in West Virginia. The father was prominent in the affairs 
of his day, and at one time represented McDowell County in the State 
Legislature of West Virginia, and was county and circuit clerk of that county. 
He was engaged in farming and the real estate business, was a shrewd 
speculator, and at his death, which occurred in 1887, he left property valued 
at about $40,000. During the great Civil War he was a scout in the Confeder
ate service for a short time. He was a member of the well· known old Harrison 
family of Virginia, and added honor to the name which he bore. His father, 
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Guy T. Harrison, was a substantial farmer. The subject of this sketch was 
one of an old·fashioned family of thirteen children, two of whom are deceased, 
and is the only one of the family who has come to lHissouri. He was educated 
liberally in the schools of his native county, and in the Concord Normal 
School, and in February, 1885, he came to Ozark County, 1\10., and opened a 
general mercantile establishment, which he conducted successfully for about 
two years. During this .tim~ he was also engaged jn farming, but upon being 
elected to the office of ClrcUlt clerk and recorder in 1890, he leased his prop
erty to Arnold & Harlan, and has since devoted his attention to the duties of 
his office. He took up the study of law in 1892, anel in October, 1893, was 
aclmittecI to the bar. The men and measures of the Republican party have 
always found in him a stanch supporter, and in the public affairs of his section 
he has always manifested much interest, and has given a liberal and hearty 
support to all measures of a worthy nature. He is a member of Lodge No. 
496 of the A. F. & A. M., at Gainesville, in which be is an active worker. He 
was married to Miss Minnie E. Daniel, of Gainesville, a daughter of A. B. 
Daniel, and to their union three children have been given: Henry G., Averill 
D. anel William 1\1-

HON. ANDREW J. 1\IcCoLLuM. The State of Missouri is well represented by 
the native Tennesseean, among whom are found many prominent and influential 
citizens, our subject not being classed among the least. He is now the most 
efficient circuit clerk of Ripley County and a man thoroughly posted and 
informed in the duties of his offiee as well as all other matters of moment. He 
was born in Hickman County, Tenn., September 23,1842, and the son of John and 
Susan (Caruthers) McCollum, natives of middle Tennessee. The father resided 
in Tennessee all his life and spent his days engaged in tilling- the soil. He held 
the office of justice of the peace many years, also other positions of trust and 
honor, and was universally respected. He moved from Hickman County to 
Perry Co '.!l1ty , Tenn., about 1851 and there died in 1877, when sixty-five years 
of age. After his death the mother moved to Ripley County, Mo., and found 
a comfortable home with her son Andrc\v J. until her death in IS79, when 
fifty-six ycars of age. In politics the father was a Democrat. Andrew]. 
McCollum was a lad of nine years when he moved with his parents to Perry 
County, Tcnn., and in Hickman and that county he secured a fair edncation. 
In August or Scptember, 1861, he joined the Forty-second Tennessee Con
federate I nfantry, Company H., as sergeant and remained with that regiment 
until the close of the war. He preferred to remain with his comrades and refused 
office, although it was tendered him. He served in Louisiana. Mississippi, 
Georgia, Alabama and Tennessee and was in the battles of Fort Donelson, 
Jackson, Atlanta (Georgia), Campaign, Kenesaw Mountain and others .. He 
was taken prisoner at Fort Donelson and conveyed to Camp Douglas, where 
he remained a prisoner seven months, when he was regularly exchanged. At 
Vicksburg and Atlanta he was twice wounded by spent balls, but not badly. 
His command consisted of sharpshooters. At the close of the war he 
returned to Perry County and turned his attention to farming. In ISn he 
came to Missouri anc! bought a farm near Doniphan. Three years later he 
was elected circuit clerk and recorder and entered the office January 13, 
1875. That position he has filled up to the present time and it speaks for 
itself as to his popUlarity. Mr. McCollum was married in March, 1866, to 
Miss Alice Harrington, of Perry County, Tenn., and she died in May, 1879, 
leaving two children: l\Iary E., wife of E. Dalton, of Randolph County, Ark., 
and William T., <'It home. In November, 1879, Mr. McCollum wedded Miss 
Emma Borth, of this county, and they have three interesting children: Oscar 
H., Albert C. and Flora H. Mr. McCollum is a member of the Cumberland 
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Presbyterian Church and is an elder in the same. He is a Mason. Composite 
Lodge No. 369, Chapter at Poplar Bluff, is a master workman in the A. O. 
U. W., is a K. of P. and K. of H., and holds office in the btter. 

WILLIAM H. PAINE. Mr. Paine is accounted a prosperous farmer and 
stockman of Lincoln Township, Christian County, Mo., and like the native 
Tennesseean he is progressive in his views and of an energetic temperament. 
He was born in 'Nan-en County in the year 1820, the fourth of eleven children 
born to Larkin and Rebecca (Huddleston) Paine, natives it is thought of 
Georgia and South Carolina. \Vhen both were young they moved with 
their parents to Tennessee and were married in Claiborne County of that 
State. Later they removed to 'Nan'en County, where they continued to make 
their home until 1829. when they made another move, this time to Independ
ence County, Ark. In 1831 they carne to Greene County, Mo., and located in 
the woods on James River, six miles southeast of Springfield. There they 
improved a good farm, but in 1834, OIl account of ill health, they moved to 
Kickapoose Prairie, six miles southwest of Springfield, and there Mr. Paine 
died in 1857. He had followed farming all his life, and as a citizen and 
neighbor was highly esteemed. He was with Gen. Jackson in the Creek \Var. 
and at an early day was elected by the Legislature as president of the bank 
at Springfield. A self-~n.ade man, with but limited education, he was a good 
calculator and seldom faIled to unravel a complicated mathematical problem. 
He del'ighted in reading, and by his own perseverance and love of books 
became well posted on all the topics of the day. Mr. Paine was one of the 
very first settlers of Greene County, and experienced all the privations inci
dent to pioneer life. His father, Daniel Paine. removed from Tennessee to 
Illinois, when the subject of this sketch was but a boy, and probably died there. 
He reared a large family. The mother of our subject died about IRS7, ncar 
Ozark She was a member of the Christian Church. Her father, David Hud
dleston, was a farmer and died in Claiborne County, Tenn. Our subject's 
brothers and sisters were named as follows: Anderson, died in Arkansas during 
the war, and left a large family; Daniel, a farmer of Greene County; Gavin, 
died when two years of age; William H., subject; Col. John W., of Texas. was 
in the Confederate Army in a Missouri Cavalry as colonel under Gen. Price 
(he is now a retired lawyer of considerable repute); Houston R. is a farmer of 
Greene County; Martha Jane is the widow of James Robinson; David M. died 
at Ozark about 1891, where he was engaged in the practice of law (h!,! was 
quartermaster in the Confederate Army during' the war;) Lucy was the wife of 
Levin McNatt; Mary A. was the wife of Lafayette Britton, and died in this 
county during the war; and Thomas Benton died during the war (he was a solder 
in the Eighth Missouri Cavalry, Federal Army). The original of this notice 
grew to manhood principally in Greene County, but his educational advatages 
were limited, a5 he never attended school over three months all together. 
This was on account of the pioneer times, for he was reared in the wilds of 
this county when they beat their corn meal with a pellet, and when there \\ ere 
no public schools. He well remembers when the Indians were thick in this sec
tion, and when the woods swarmed with wild animals. In those days our sub
ject with other pioneers would haul goods from Boonville and St. Louis with five 
yoke of cattle, and was generally two weeks or more on the road, camping out 
at night and doing his own cooking. He took hides, etc., as did his neighbors, 
and traded them for groceries, etc. Nearly everything they wore was made 
at home. The first pair of pantaloons our subject had made in Missouri was 
made from the fiber from nettles he had gathered in the bottoms. The finer 
fibers were made into shirting and the coarser in other articles. These 
ambitious pioneers made boxes for family use by taking the bark of the buck-
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e;,:e tre~ ~~d setting it to.g:ether ,yith strings of bark, etc. People went ten 
miles visItmg, and often fifteen IIllles to church. To walk five or six miles to 
church was considered nothing. During one fall four of the family killed 
fifty-two deer and one wolf. Great delight was taken in hunting in those 
days. IndIans were plenty then and Mr. Paine can say: 

" My footsteps prcss where, centuries ago 
The redmen fought .and conquered, lost ~nd won, 
And where whole tnbes and races are gone like last year's snow." 

In the year 1848 Mr. Paine was married in Madison County, Ark., to Miss 
Almira Harp, a native of \Varren County, Tenn., and the daughter of Hardy 
and Ruth A. Harp, the former dying in Tennessee and the latter in Arkansas. 
To 1\11'. and Mrs. Paine were born an old·fashioned family of thirteen children, 
as follows: John, of Franklin County, Ark.; Hardy K., of this county; Lat
kin, of Stone COU!lty; Ja.ne, .wife of L. L. Phelps, of Greene County; Houston, 
of thIS county; 'vVtllram, JustIce of the peace, of Stone County; Thomas, of 
Greene County; Lincoln, of Christian County; Frank, of this county, as are 
also D. Burden, Rebecca and Joseph D. Mr. Paine made his home in Greene 
County until about 1856, but since then he has resided in Christian County. 
He has a farm of 180 acres seven miles cast of Billings, and has ninety acres 
under cultivation. With the exception of a few months when he was in the 
grocery trade in Billings, Mr. Paine has farmed all his life. In April, 1862, he 
enlisted in Company F, Fourteenth Missouri State Militia, and operated in 
southwest Missouri until April, 1863. He was then transferred to the Eighth 
Missouri State Militia and was in the Marmaduke fight at Springfield. He 
was also at Jefferson City, and was captured there, but was paroled four days 
later. In April, 1865, after three years' service, he was mustered out at 
Springfield. He was lieutenant of the Home Guards in 1861, was wounded in 
the leg in July of that year, and has never fully recovered. His wife died 
May I, 1893. She was a devout member of the Christian Church, and Mr. 
Paine holds membership in the same. 

JAMES HARLIN IIALE. In all ages of the world industry, perseverance and 
energy, where intelligently applied, have achieved results which could only 
have been gained by having one end in view, and by improving every opportu
nity of ultimately attaining that object, Mr. Hale is an example of what can 
be accomplished when the spirit of determination is exercised, in connection 
with the every-day affairs of life. His farming and stock raising operations 
have resulted most satisfactorily, and he is one of the substantial men of his 
section. Like so many of the representative men of Christian County, Mr. 
Hale is a Tennesseean, born in Washington County, October 10, 1832. His 
parents, Mark and Polly (Mulkey) Hale, were natives of that county also, the 
former born in 1809 and the latter in 1811. They were reared and married in 
that county, and. when our subject was a boy, they removed to Barren County, 
Ky., where Mrs. Hale died two yeans later. Mr. Hale returned to Tennessee, 
and was man'icd ill McMinn County, that State, to Miss Long. Soon after, 
he removed to Barren County, Ky., where he made his home until 1850, at 
which date he removed to McMinn County, Tenn., and thence to Bradley 
County the following year. In 1852 he came to what is now Christian County, 
Mo., but later settled in Stone County, where he remained until 1858, when he 
returned to Barren County, Ky. His death occurred about 1870. He was a 
blacksmith, and followed that trade all his life. He was married three times. 
His second wife became the mother of two children: John and Henry. She 
died in Missouri, and her sons returned to Barren County. His last marriage 
took place in Kentucky, but the name of his wife is not known to the writer. 
Mr. Hale had four brothers and one sister, as follows: Archibald, Jackson, 
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Chinneth, Henry and Frances, none of whom came to this part of the country. 
Their father, Thomas Hale, was probably a native of Virginia, but an early 
settler of East Tennessee, where his death occurred. Our subject's maternal 
grandfather, Isaac Mulkey, was born in Washington County, Tenn., and there 
followed farming. He was also a Baptist preacher. Of the five children 
born to his parents, our subject is third in order of birth: Elbert, a blacksmith, 
died in Kentucky; Nelson was killed during th:.: war; Isaac, deceased, was a 
soldier in the Federal Army, and Elizabeth, died when eight years of age. 
During his youth our s.ubject assh;ted on the farm and in the shop. and 
received only about six months' schooling in his life. He came with his 
father to Missouri, and was married in this State in 1855 to Mrs. Nancy 
Margaret (Messenger) Estes, a native 0f Morgan County, Tenn., and daughter 
of John C. and hlizabeth (James) Estes, natives of North Carolina. After 
marriage Mr. and Mrs. Estes removed to Roa,ne County, Tenn., and there 
remained until about 1852, when they came to Stone County, Mo. There he 
died in 1882, aged eighty-six, his wife having died the year previous, when 
eighty-five years of age. Both were members of the Missionary Baptist 
Church, and well-respected citizens. Eight children have been born to our 
subject and wife, as follows: Martha Jane, died single; Julia Alice is the wife 
of Silas Gold, of Polk Township; Almira Elizabeth, wife of Martin Meacham, 
of this county; Amanda Melvina, wife of Gideon McBride, of Stone County; 
Nancy Margaret, wife of Boone Wright, of Stone County; Minnie Clementine; 
James Slaughter and John Grant. Mrs. Hale was first married to Birdick 
Messenger, by whom she had one daughter, Esther, wife of Benton Mitchell. 
Mr. Hale lived in Stone County until 1865, and since on his present farm of 
160 acres, five miles southeast of Billings. He followed blacksmithing until 
1860, but since has given his entire attention to the farm. He was in the State 
Militia for some time, but in 1864 he joined Company K, Forty-sixth Missouri 
Infantry, and was made corporal, operating in southwestern Missouri until the 
close of the war, being mustered out at Springfield May 22, 1865. Early in the 
war he was shot in the wrist. and captured by some Confederate soldiers near 
home. He was kept a prisoner about nine days, and was released at \Vilson 
Creek. He is a member of the Baptist Church, and of Billings Post, G. A. R. 

ANSELM C. BRALLEY. This gentleman has been a useful citizen of Douglas 
County, Mo., since 1865, but was born in Greene County, Mo., October 7, 1839, a 
son of Jonathan and Margaret (Bogel) Bralley and grandson of James Bralley, 
who came to this country from Ireland. They took up their residence in 
Virginia, and there Jonathan Bralley was born, reared, and moved to Missouri, 
in 1839, after which he moved to Greene County, Mo., and settled on the James 
River near Galloway. Later he removed to vVebster County and there died in 
the spring of 1866. He was a Democrat in politics and for many years held 
the office of justice of the peace, and socially was a Mason. He was quite a 
hunter in his youth, and was successful in amassing a comfortable fortune. 
His wife was born in Virginia also, and was the only one of her family to come 
to Missouri. She died in December, 1892, having become the mother oftwelve 
children: Sanders was a soldier of the Twenty-Fourth Missouri Infantry and 
died at the age of twenty-five years; Elizabeth became the wife of Melvin 
Smith and died at the age of forty-five years; Anselm c.; John c., who died 
at about the age of twenty years in Lebanon, Mo., while a member of the State 
Militia during the war; Franklin was about eighteen years old at the time of 
his death; Louise is living on the old home farm in Webster County; Oliver 
is married and lives on the old home farm; George is also there; Margaret J. 
and Guy. Two children died young. The parents of these children were 
members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, were old settlers of this section, 
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and passed through many hardships on first coming to the State. Anselm C. 
was reared on a farm in vVebster County and was educated in the common 
schools. In 1860 he began doing for himself and was soon after married to 
Rebecca, daughter of vVilliam and Susan (McMahan) Jinkins, who came from 
Tennessee to this State in 1842, and after several changes settled in Douglas 
County in 1865, the mother dying here in 1885 and the father in 1890. Their 
family consisted of thirteen children: Matilda, Blackburn, Gilbert, Harriet, 
Rebecca, Lavicie, Thomas, Elizabeth, Henry, Ruth, James, l\1argaret, and 
one that died young. Mrs. Bralley was born in Tennessee, October 12, 1840, 
and to herself and husband the following children have been born: Samantha, 
wife of James Nash, of Sparta, Mo., has three children: Chester A, Ada and 
Clarence; Lubana is the wife of Carl Barnes of Sparta and has four children, 
Anselm, Arthur, Bertha and Effie, one died in infancy; Louisa wife of W. B. 
Schoggin, Mountain Home, Ark., has three children: Elmer, Stella and Gar
land; Effie and one that died. Clarinda died at the age of eighteen years; Letitia 
is the wife of A M. Ellison, a farmer of this county and has one child, Hattie; 
Artilia died at the age of fifteen years; John C. Lilly, wife of C. D. Dewhurst, 
has one child Lester; Edith, and Daisy. Mr. Bralley, was a member of the Home 
Guard and State iVlilitia during the war and was a participant in th,e battle of 
Lawrenceport. After the war he became a farmer, has followed that occupation 
ever since and is the owner of one of the finest farms in the county, consisting 
of .J.80 acres, which he purchased in 1883. He is said to have the best 
improved farm in the county and this fact is borne out in glancing over his 
broad acres and his neatly kcpt farm buildings, etc. He is quite extensively 
engaged in buying and selling stock, in fact is a thrifty and progressive farmer 
and owes his success to his own good management and energy. He is an active 
Democrat, is public spirited to a degree, and socially is a member of Ava 
Lodge of the 1. O. O. F. 

\VILLlAM T. LAMKIN. The bar of Christian County is given much force 
and power by the membership of William T. Lamkin, who has made his way 
to the front in the profession of law and is a prominent and useful citizen. 
He is a sincere, direct, positive man, a true man in the best and highest sense, 
and his standing at the bar is deservedly high. Mr. Lamkin is a product of 
this State, born in Linn County, June IS, 1848, and is a son of R. H. and Sarah 
H. (Hurt) Lamkin, natives of Kentucky and Missouri, respectively. The 
Lamkins were early settlers of Kentucky, as were the Hurts of Missouri. The 
father of our subject came to Missouri in 1830, and settled in Howard County, 
thence he moved, shortly afterward, to Linn County, where he was among 
the first settlers and active in all enterprises for the good of the county. 
During the Civil vVar he was recruiting officer for the Union Army. In pol
itics he was a Democrat, and in religion a Baptist. During his life he held 
many public offices, such as justice of the peace, and county jUdge, and for 
many years was a member of the County Court. His death occurred at his 
home in Linn County, in 1871, but his wife had died many years previous, in 
1856, when forty-two years of age. Nine children were born to this estimable 
couple: Fannie M., J. B., Lucy, J. C., William T., R. H., L. D., G. W., and one 
who died in infancy. Six of these children are living. J. c. was with the 
Union Army during the Civil War and died at Ft. Donelson near the close 
of the war. The Lamkin family is of English extraction and of a prominent 
family. The members of the family who came here at an early date took part 
in the Indian wars. Until the age of twenty-six years the original of this 
notice passed his life on a farm and received a good education in the common 
schools. When eighteen years of age he became a teacher, and taught eight 
years successively. In 1871 he attended the William Jewell College at Liberty, 

23 



402 A REMINISCENT HISTORY 

Mo. After leaving school he returned to the farm, but left the same in 1876 
and went to Illinois, spending a year in Schuyler County, that State. In 
December of the same year he came to Christian County, Mo., and located on 
a farm n~ar Billings, where he remained for several years. In the spring of 
1887 he located in the town and began the study of law, being admitted to the 
bar in 1891. He then established an office at Billings, and up to the present 
has been unusually successful as a practitioner. He is an able attorney, a wise 
consellor and a man who has won the respect of all with whom he comes in 
contact. He is a Democrat in politics and is active in his support of all laud
able enterprises. He has been a delegate to many conventions, and is an active 
worker in the cause of temperance. For five year;; he was lecturer in south
west Missouri and deputy grand master of the Masonic order of Missouri. 
For four years he has held the office of justice of the peace, and in 1880 he 
was the nominee for representative of the county on the Democratic ticket. 
In all educational matters he takes a deep interest. He is the owner 
of considerable real estate and with his family resides on twenty acres north
east of the city. He also owns forty acres farther in the country. In 
1880 he bought land at Ponce de Leon, Stone County, and there built a hotel, 
but the scheme was not successful and he lost much of his means. In select
ing his companion for life, Mr. Lamkin chose Mrs. Mary E. Perkins, of Linn 
County, daughter of David and Susan (Wear) Perkins, natives of Virginia, 
where Mrs. Lamkin was also born, but where she remained until only three 
years of age. To Mr. and Mrs. Lamkin was born one daughter, Nora L., who 
died when sixteen years of age. Mrs. Lamkin is a member of the Baptist 
Church, and she and her husband are highly respected by all. The latter was 
instrumental in establishing the l'vIasonic order, at Billings, Lodge No. 379, and 
he has also been one of the leading members of the Baptist Church at that 
place. He is active in all good work, and the city has in him a most excellent 
citizen. He is a member of the Royal Arch Chapter at Marionville, Mo., and 
for one year was high priest of that chapter. In 1892 he was candidate for 
prosecuting attorney of the county, but was defeated by the Republican can
didate, W. A. Long, the RepUblicans being in a large majority. He is never too 
busy to attend his church service, with him church first, Masonry second, and 
politics third. Charity never makes an application to him in vain, for he is 
ever ready to assist the needy and distressed. 

S. j. HOLT. S.). Holt, manager of the West Plains Electric Light Com
pany, of which Holt & Fallett are the proprietors, is one of the most success
ful and prominent business men in the city. The above mentioned business 
was established in 1889. This company is running the city lights and is doing 
a milling business, in all about $20,000 per year. Mr. Holt is a native of Grand 
Rapids, Mich., and his father being a prominent saw mill man, our subject 
grew up in that business. He became interested in a saw mill at that place, 
but left there and came to West Plains and bought out the planing mill busi
ness here. He has made a success of this venture, and Mr. G. M. Fallett, who 
came to this section from the Empire State, became connected with him in 
business. Both are honorable and energetic business men who have been 
active supporters of all measures for the benefit and upbuilding of the local
ities in which they live. Mr. Holt came to south Missouri in 1883 and first 
took a position as general manager for the South Missouri Lumber Company 
at Burnham, this county. He continued with this company a number of years 
and then embarked in the saw mill business at Birch Tree, Mo., continuing 
this one year. After this he was general manager for the Kansas City Lum
ber Company at Sedgwick, Ark., for some time, so that when he embarked in 
business for himself he had had a wide experience. The enterprise he and 
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Mr. Follett now carry.on is one of the largest in the city and is a credit to the 
sam~. T~e'y ha~e a slxty-hors~-power engine and employ many assistants. 
In his poh~lcal vle\ys Mr. Holt IS a Republican. He is married and has six 
~ons.. ~oc!ally he IS an Odd Fellow, a member of Rockford Lodge NO.247, 
10 Michigan. 

M. A. McMoNIGLE. Although not one of the old settlers of Stone 
County, Mo., Mr. M. A. McMonigle has been here for ten years, or since he 
p.urchase~ the farm where he now lives. He is thoroughgoing and progres
Sive, and IS classed among the wealthv and influential men of this section. 
During the short time he has resided here he has made a record for upright
ness and honesty, and won the confidence of all. He is not only a prominent 
farmer of the county, but one of the leading stockmen as well, and his fine 
farm of 23 I acres on \Vhite River, in the rich bottom lands, is an ornament to 
the county. In the. Blue Grass regions of Kentucky our subject was born 
August 27, I8S3. HIs parents, Aaron and Sarah (Allison) McMonigle, were 
native~ of the same State. Both are now living in Stone County, on Indian 
Creek, and are much respected old people, who since ISSI have made their 
home in that part of the State. They remained in their native State until 
ISS7, then moved to Platt County, 1\10., and thence to this county. Mr. l\lc
Monigle has always followed farming and is a substantial and worthy citizen. 
He and his estimable wife reared a large family of children, ele\'en in num
ber, of whom six are now living: 1\1. A., our subject; William, in Platt County; 
Joseph, in Stone County, with whom the father and mother make their home; 
Madison, at Kansas City, Mo.; Edgar, in Platt County, and Oliver, in Stone 
County. The other children died in youth. The l\1cMonigles may look back 
to the third century for theil' history, for then the Dalrindans went from Ire
land to Scotland to possess northern Britain. Our subject was reared in an 
economical way, going to school in the winter and working on the farm in 
summer, as did the other boys of the vicinity, and in this manner he grew to 
mature years with habits of industry and a fairly good common-school edu
cation. Po~sessed of a roaming disposition he made a trip to Colorado and 
later to California, going by land. He remained in the West for several rears. 
For some time he was located at Leadville, and subsequently at other places, 
following farming in connection with other enterprises. He settled in Stone 
County about 1883, purchased the farm where he now lives, and is a substan
tial citizen and a wide-awake farmer. He was married in Stone County to 
Miss Lizzie Rider, daughter of Jacob Rider of that county, who at an early 
date came from Illinois to this section. Two children have been given our 
subject and wife, Ethel and James. The family attend the Christian Church 
and are active workers in the same. 

GEORGE W. COKER. In compiling an account of the mercantile establish
ments of the town of Lead Hill, Ark., it is the desire of the publishers to 
particularly mention those classes of houses which are the best representatives 
of each special line of trade, and which contribute most to the city's reputation 
as a source of supply. As one of the leading- representatives of general 
merchants and cotton dealers, the firm of G. W. Coker & Co. may well be 
quoted, for the extensive trade they have built up is the outgrowth of enter
prise and commercial sagacity. Mr. Coker was born in Marion County,.Ark., 
in ISso, and is a son of William and Margaret (Holt) Coker, both born In the 
year 1821, the former in Marion County, Ark., and the latter in Cannon County, 
Tenn. Previous to her union with Mr. Coker, the mother of Geo. W. Coker 
married Thomas Pumphrey in Tennessee, and in 1839 came to Ozark County, 
Mo., where she remained a few years. From there she moved to Fulton 
County, Ark., where Mr. Pumphrey died. After the marriage of Mr. and Mrs. 
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Coker they resided in Marion County, Ark., until the Civil War, when they 
refugeed to Greene County, Mo. There Mr. Coker died in 1865. He was a 
successful farmer and stockraiser, a prominent Mason for a good many years, 
and a Democrat in politics. He was a Southern sympathizer, but took no part 
in the war. Geo. 'vV. Coker's paternal grandfather, Edward Coker, came with 
his parents to northern Arkansas when that State was wild and unsettled, 
inhabited chiefly by Indians and wild animals. His death occurred in 1865, 
and he left a large family well provided for, being a thrifty and enterprising 
man. His father, VVilliam Coker, better known as " Buck" Coker, was one of 
the first white men to settle in the wilds of northern Arkansas, where he 
located nearly eighty years ago (1814), being the first settler of whom there is 
any record, He landed on White H.iver in what is now Marion County, Ark., 
the day the battle of New Orleans was fought, and was well known by many 
of the old people now living here. He was a farmer, and followed that with 
more than ordinary success until his death, which occurred when our subject 
was a boy. The mother of George W. died in 1i)60. She was the daughter of 
William Holt, who came from Cannon County, Tenn., and settled in Ozark 
County, Mo., in 1840. Nine years later he settled on White River, Marion 
County, Ark., and there improved a good farm, on which his death occurred 
in 1860. Mrs. Holt died in Lead Hill in 1882, when about eighty-five years of 
age. Geo. W. Coker is the eldest of five children: Winnie, wife of William 
Magness, of Lead Hill; Edward, of Howard County, Mo.; Mary, wife of E. P. 
Kelly, who is the other member of the firm; and Casandra, wife of W. L. 
Brown, of Lead-Hill. He was reared on a farm, and his educational advan
tages were interfered with by the war. After the death of the father he began 
for himself as an agriculturist, and followed this until 1871, when he embarked 
in the mercantile business at Lead Hill, under the name of Pumphrey & 
Coker. This he carried on for nine years, when he removed to Harrison and 
sold goods there for seven years. Returning to Lead Hill, the present firm 
was established, and since that time they have done a thriving business of 
between $20,000 and $25,000 per year. They carry everything the farmer 
needs, including farm implements, etc., and they also own extensive farming 
and stock interests. Mr. Coker was married in 1873 to Miss Ruth Kelly, a 
native of Tennessee, and the dallghter of A. L. and Adeline Kelly, who 
came from Tennessee to this county about 1869, and are still living. Mr. 
and Mrs. Coker's union resulted i.n the birth of nine children. Mr. Coker 
is a Mason, a member of Polar Star Lodge No. 224, Lead Hill, and he has 
always been an active Democrat in politics, his first presidential vote being 
cast for Tilden in 1876. 

CAPT. JOHN HALSTEAD. This gentleman is regarded as one of the most 
influential and worthy citizens of Howell County, and it is a pleasure to here 
chronicle the events that mark his life as one of usefulness. Capt. John 
Halstead, whose name was originally spelled with two L's, was born in Picka
way County, Ohio, October 8, 1841. In tracing back the genealogy of this family 
we find that it originated in England, and that the first immigrants to this 
country settled on Manhattan Island, where they were among the pioneers. 
Alabartis Halstead, father of our subject, was born in the Empire State in 
1808. His father, Abraham Halstead, was a native of New York State, born 
at Harlem June 12, 1783. The latter manied Miss Magdaline Scribner, and 
these children were born to them: Alabartis, John, Isaac, Catherine and Hall
stead. Abraham Halstead was a son of John and Sarah (Myer) Halstead. 
This worthy couple reared these children: Abraham, John, Isaac, James 
Sarah, Elliott and Catherine. John Halstead was a SOI1 of Thomas Halstead, 
who was born in 1825. The latter married Phcebe Bogardus and passed his 
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entire life in the Empire State, dying there in 1808. He reared these children: 
John, Edward, Elizabeth, Jacob, Margarite, Isaac, Jonas and Phcebe A. The 
Halstead family lived in New York State until the grandfather of Capt. Hal
stead moved to Ohio and settled in Pickaway County, where he died. The 
members of this family were large land owners in New York State. The 
father of our subject, Alabartis Halstead, came to Pickaway County, Ohio, 
with his parents, and was married to Miss Altkire, who bore him the following 
children: Eliza J., Phcebe A., Benjamin F., Sophia A., Elliott, George W., 
Edson B., Alburtis, Sarah and John. The father of these children was an 
upright, earnest farmer and an excellent citizen. His death occurred in Knox 
County, Ind., in 1867. His wife is also buried in that State. John Halstead, 
now Capt. John Halstead, was reared in the Hoosier State, and in Green County, 
that State, he met and married Miss Lavinia Bogard. Three children were 
born to them: Luther F., George and John B. Mrs. Halstead died in Indiana, 
and Miss Louisa Plummer became Mr. Halstead's second wife. Four children 
were born to the second union: Nellie, Thomas, Charles and Maggie. Capt. 
Halstead attended the subscription schools of Indiana in his youth and 
assisted on the home farm. When twenty years of age he started in business 
in Knox County, and the same year, 1861, he enlisted in Company K, Eightieth 
Indiana Volunteer Infantry, under Col. Brooks, as a private, and was promoted 
to the rank of corporal, then to lieutenant, and finally to captain of his com
pany. He served up to the battle of Perryville, Ky., when he was taken sick 
and went home on furlough. He continued ill and was discharged in the 
spring of 1863. The principal engagements in which he participated were 
Perryville, but he was in numerous skirmishes and on many scouting expedi
tions. At one time he was wounded in the left leg and is troubled with the 
same to this day. He was in charge of 100 men who went to Harrisburg, Ky'., 
where they captured 105 prisoners. Following the war Capt. Halstead engaged 
in shipping and handling stock and continued this a number of years, making 
his home in Knox County, Ind. From there he moved to Green County, Ind., 
and still engaged in the stock business, living there till 1880, when he came to 
this county and engaged in the real estate business in West Plains. This he 
has since continued, and has met with good success, being the owner of real 
estate in West Plains and land in Howell County. He has handled most of 
the additions to West Plains and is the leading real estate man in that city. 
In politics Capt. Halstead is a Democrat and a strong supporter of his party. 
He was mayor of West Plains four years, a member of the council two years, 
and has done much to build up the town of West Plains. He is a master Mason, 
a member of the chapter, and he was a charter member of the K. of P. lodge 
at West Plains. Mr. Halstead has a lovely home in the town and is one of the 
leading men of the county. 

WIAND TUNNELL. Among the prominent business men of Linden none 
stand higher in the community than Wiand Tunnell, who is manager and one 
of the proprietors of Linden Roller Mills. This mill is owned by Mr. Tunnell, 
B. A. Stone and T. J. Stapp, and was built about the year 1840, being probably 
the first mill erected in the county. It was put up by John Hoover and oper
ated by that gentleman until 1886, when the present owners took possession. 
The firm is known as Tunnell, Stone & Stapp, as William Park owned an inter
est up to 1892, and in 1888 it was remodeled, a full set of double rollers put 
in and every thing arranged in first-class condition. This mill is constantly 
working, the capacity per day is fifty barrels, and the best known brallds are 
the Imperial Snow Flakes and the Gold Dust, both equal to all brands and 
superior to many in the State. The mill is set in motion by water power and 
fed by the water of the Finley. Steam power is used in dry seasons, but this 



408 A REMINISCENT HISTORY 

is seldom necessary. This mill is called the best in the county and has the 
largest capacity of any mill in this sectlOn. The bran.cIs are made of native 
wheat, and the mill is operated by two or three experienced men, and first
class flour is made. The proprietors of the mill all live near its location, and 
are wide-awake, thoroughgoing business men. Mr. Sto.ne is a far~ne~ and a 
prominent man in the county. Wiand Tunnell was born JI1 Macoupll1 County, 
Ill., September 8, r 853, and is a son of \NilIiam V. and Tirzah ( Rhoads) Tun
nell, natives of Tcnnessee. The father moved from his native State to Illinois 
and followed agricultural pursuits and carpentering until his death. There the 
mother died too. In addition to a common-school educatlOn our subject 
attended the school at Carlinville. and early became familiar with the duties of 
the farm. When first starting out for himself he learned the trade of tin
ncr and followed that at Ozark for some time, coming to that city in lK74. 
There he resided until 1886, engaged for some time in the hardware and tin
ware business, and then moved to Linden. where he engaged in mill ing. To 
this he has since given his entire attention and has made a complete success of 
the industry. Socially he is a Mason and an Odd Fellow, and politically a 
Republican. He selected his wife in the person of Miss Susan A. Chestnut, 
a native of this county, and daughter of William Chestnut, and grand-daughter 
of old Judge Chestnut, one of the early judges of the district. l\'fr. and Mrs. 
Tunnell have a family of two children, Clara and Harold. Mr. Tunnell owns 
one-third interest in the mill and is one of the leading business men of the 
county. 

DR. R. J. PIERCE. The medical man is held in the greatest esteem by 
savage as well as civilized people, and deservedly so, because in his hands are 
the issues of life and death. All honor is due to the profession of medicine, 
because it is composed of so noble an army of men, and among those whose 
skill has shed luster upon the profession is Dr. R. J. Pierce, who is known in 
medical circles throughout the State, and is universally recognized as a ripe 
scholar and a practitioner of renown. He was born in Hall County, Ga., 
August 23, 1837, the eldest of eight children born to Reuben II. and Sarah 
(Baker) Pierce, the former of whom was born in South Carolina, a son of 
James H. Pierce, a native of New Hampshire. The name is English. The 
family were among the very early settlers of New England, and the grand
father was a participant in the Revolutionary War. Reuben H. Pierce grew 
up in the State of his birth, and when a young nian moved to Georgia, and in 
r878, after his marriage, came to Arkansas and located ncar the home of his 
son, Dr. R. J. Pierce, who had come thither in r869. The father was a soldier in 
the Confederate Army, serving in the Fifty-second Georgia Regiment, and was 
in many hard battles. He was a lifelong teacher, and obtained a wide n.:puta
tion as an educator and disciplinarian, and the fine education which he 
obtained was the result of his own persistent efforts, for in his youth he had 
few advantages. He died in the faith of the Methodist Episcopal Church in 
1890, and his wife in Pope County, Ark., in 1889. She was a da.ughter of Silas 
Baker, a Georgian of Irish descent, and the children she bore her husband were 
as follows: Dr. R. J.; William L. came to Arkansas in 1873, was a soldier of 
the Confederate J?rmy, and is now a farmer of Washington County; Martha 
is the wife of George Villyard, of this State; Jane is the deceased wife of 
Robert T. Croy; Levi R. is a farmer of this county, whither he came in 1876, 
and was a soldier of the Confederacy; Elizabeth is the wife of]. B. Alman, of 
Adkins, Ark.; Reuben H. is a farmer of Hamilton, Tex.; and Missouri is the 
wife of Thomas Bell, of Potts Station, Ark. The early days of Dr. Pierce 
were passed in Georgia, where he received his initiatory training in the com
mon schools. In I856 he began the study of medicine under Dr. Russel!, a 



OF THE OZARK REGION. 409 

graduate of the old Philadelphia Medical College, and after studying with 
him for two years, and having no means to take him through college, he went 
West with a company of thirteen to Colorado, and they made a settlement on 
the land on which Denver is now located. The journey was made overland 
and they experienced many hardships while en !"Oute. During the three years 
that the Doctor remained in that vicinity he was quite successful as a miner, 
but continued his medical studies and assisted in many cases that required the 
services of a surgeon, thus obtaining considerable practical experience. He 
was the part owner of the noted mine known as Russell's Gulch, and while in 
Colorado passed through some thrilling experiences. In 1860 he returned to 
Georgia, and was there engaged in farming up to 1862, when he enlisted in the 
Confederate service as a member of the Fifty-second Georgia Regiment, and 
was made hospital steward by appointment, being assistant surgeon the last 
two years of the war. The Doctor is without doubt one of the best-posted sur
geons in northern Arkansas, and had practical experience on many a bloody 
battlefield. He was at Vicksburg, was with Hood at Nashville, and finally 
surrendered with Johnston's army at Greensboro. N. C. After making one 
crop in Georgia he came to Arkansas, and December 31, 1869, settled in the 
neighborhood of where he now lives, and is now the owner of 320 acres of fine 
farming land, some of which is richly underlaid with valuable minerals. He 
has given some attention to mining, and has opened up several paying mines 
in Marion County. He is a member of the Marion County Medical Associ
ation, and has kept in constant touch with medical tho lIght, being one of the 
best-posted and most successful medical practitioners of the northern part of 
the State. Politically he is a Democrat, has been a delegate to various con
ventions, and socially is a member of Yellville Lodge of the A. F. & A. M, 
He was married in Georgia to Miss Mary McAfee, daughter of Hugh and 
!lIary (Roe) McAfee, South Carolinians, the former of whom died in 1862, 
and the mother is still living. Mrs. Pierce was born August 4, 1841, was one 
of a large family of children, and has a brother, ] oseph, and a sister, Mrs. "YV. 
G. Perry, who resides in this county. The Doctor and wife have three chil
dren: Frances B., wife of L. B. Brooksher; Adonis, married daughter of V. 
Stillville; Lenna and Ella. The Doctor and his wife are members of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church South, and are widely and favorably known 
throughout the section in which they reside. 

]. C. WOODY. The bustling towns, thriving villages and cultivated farms 
of Christian County, Mo., have so long been common objects to our. sight, that 
it seems almost beyond belief that we have in our midst an honored citizen, 
one of those hardy pioneers who saw this county when the settlers were few 
and far between. J. C. Woody was born in east Tennessee, November 26, 
1834, and was only six years of age when he came with his parents, Abraham 
and Anna (Vaughan) \Voody, to this county. The father and mother were 
born in Tennessee, married there, and about 1829 started for the Lone Tree 
State with their family. They intended making the trip by wagon, but when 
they arrived at a place aoout two and a half miles from Ozark, Mo., they 
camped on the old Antelope trail, and there tke mother was taken sick with a 
fever. Mr. Woody went to Springfield for old Dr. Sheckelford, who told him 
he would have to stay until she got better. He was advised to locate, and after 
looking around he selected the farm where our subject now resides and which 
is known as the Woody Cave Spring farm. He was among the early settlers 
of the county, and by industry and thrift became quite well to do, owning 
large tracts of land and many slaves. He became well known all over the 
county and had many warm friends. His death occurred in May, ISS5. The 
mother was the daughter of Archibald Vaughan, who was also one of the 
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pioneers of this part of the county, as well as an early settler of Kane Hill, 
Ark., and his was one of the seven families murdered when the Wright 
family was, in 1836. He then left that part of the country and located in 
Greene County, Mo., now Christian County, where his death occurred during 
the war. He was well and favorably known all over the county, and was an 
old-tim,~ Baptist in his belief. Five children were born to his marriage, and 
Mrs. Woody was third in order of birth. The others were: \Villiam, who held 
the rank of captain during the Rebellion; Greene, who was a resident of this 
county, is now deceased; Celia, now Mrs. Oliver, of Arkansas, and Malinda, 
now Mrs. Kelley. Our subject's parents had twelve children born to their 
union, six sons and six daughters, as follows: Mary J.; Celia A., wife of James 
Caves, of this community; James C, subject; William M., who died in Califor
nia in 1862; Fannie, single, died in this county; John H., living in Tulare 
County, Cal.; Abraham N., was a resident of Ft. Worth, Tex., but died in this 
county; Sarah T., wife of Capt. Flag, died in this county; Allie E., deceased, 
was the wife of J. W. Abbott, of this county; Malinda, wife of William Abbott, 
resides at Sparta, this county; Henry C, resides at Los Angeles, Cal., and Mal
lard F., a prominent man of Texas, but is now residing in Los Angeles, Cal. 
The parents of these children understood thoroughly all the hardships of 
pioneer life and contributed their share toward the development of the county. 
Mr. \Voody was an expert with the rifle and as the country was full of game, 
time did not hang heavily on his hands. The first night he settled here he 
shot four turkeys. As might be expected, more attention was given to clear
ing the farm than to education in those days, and our subject attended school 
only a few days, in the rude log schoolhouse. Later he obtained a good 
business education and in 1855 went to California, where he engaged in min
ing. He also tilled the soil there until 1859, when he returned East, via the 
Isthmus and New York City. Later he married Miss Rebecca C Wills, a 
native of Lee County, Va., born in 1839, and the daughter of L and Elizabeth 
(Crabtree) \\,ills, who came to this county about 1843. After marriage, our 
subject returned to California overland and was five months on the road. He 
met with many adventures, killed a buffalo while on the journey and at one 
time was chased by two Indians. having a very narrow escape. Arriving in 
the Gold State he engaged in mining on his own account, and also tilled the 
soil there until 1871, when ho retumed to Missouri, and bought the old home, 
where he has since resided. He is the owner of 186 acres, having sold off 226 
acres, and was one of the large land owners of the county, having at one 
time 600 acres in one tract. He has given much of his attention to stockrais
ing and made a complete success of this occupation. His place was visited 
by the Marshfield cyclone and he and family saved the~r lives by running to 
the cave. In 1878 Mr. \Voody was elected sheriff of the county and so well 
did he discharge the duties of that office that he was reelected in 1880. He 
was an able and most efficient officer. In political matters he is now with the 
People's party but was elected to his office by the Greenback party. In his 
social relations Mr. Woody is a Mason, a member of Ozark Lodge, and holds 
membership in the Christian Church. He and wife have reared the following 
children: ~lice, single and living with the grandmother at Springfield; Elea
nor, also sll1g1e, is in Springfield; William L., a liveryman of Ozark; Charles 
C, who is now in California; and Mabel E., who died when twelve years of 
age. Mrs. Woody is now making her home in Springfield, where she has 
~harge of the" Woody House," and Mr. Woody is on the farm looking after 
Its Il1terests. 

JOHN ANGLE. This shrewd, practical and successful business man is a 
member of the well-known mercantile firm of Cantrell & Angle, of Bruno, 
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Ark., and since 1852 has been a resident of Marion County cominCT thither 
from middle Tennessee in 1850, and for two years was a resid~nt of \'~n Buren 
County. He owes his nativity to Tennessee, where he first saw the licrht Feb
ruary 5, 1841, being one of a good old-fashioned family of fourteen ~hildren 
born to James and ElIzabeth (Ward) Ancrle, the fonner of whom was a native 
o~ Hickman County, Tenn., .and a son of John Angk a l\orth Carolinian by 
birth, but one of the early plOneers of Tennessee. The OTeat-CTrandfather of 
the subject of this sketch came from Ireland and settled'" in l\~rth Carolina, 
and made a substantial citizen. The grandparents came to Marion County, 
Ark., about 1853, and here both passed from life in 1863. They reared four 
children: \Villiam, who livcd and died in Sebastian County; James; John, who 
died in. Tennessee, and Benjamin, who ,:lso died in Tennessee. James Angle 
and wlfe became reSidents of l\lanon County 1ll 1852, purchased a farm on 
Clear Creek, which the father was successfully engaged in tilling until he 
was killed during the war, his wife's death occurring in 1863. They were both 
members of the Baptist Church. Their children \\"ere named as follows: 
Martha A., wife of IV!r. Jones, of Texas; William \\"as wounded and died at the 
battle of Pea Ridge, Ark.; Eli is a farmer of Johnson County, Tex., and was 
soldier in the Confederate Army; J\Iary J. (Casey) is living in Marion Count) 
Ark.; John; Elizabeth (Potter) is living in Texas; James died in Little Rock 
during the war, a soldier of the Confederacy; Lucinda ( Richardson I of Texas, 
Le\'i is a farmer of Texas; Temple died in Texas; Da\'id also died there; 
Kizzie lives in Texas; Sarah (Case,') livcs in Marion Cuunty, Ark; and ':\ancy 
(Casey) is deceased. John Angle was a ladof ten years when he came to this 
county. He obtained a common-school education, and when the Civil 
\Var came up he enlistcd in Company B, Fourteenth Arkansas Infantry, 
Confcderate States Army, and was a participant in the engagement 
at Pea Ridge, Iuka, Corinth, the siege of Port Hudson, and was with Price on 
his raid through l\Iissouri. At the termination of hostilities he returned to 
Marion County, and for the following eight or ten years he tilled the soil on 
the old homestead, being also engaged in handling stock. In 1874 he pur
chased a farm near Bruno of 300 acres, on which he is living, but he also owns 
other valuable farming land in the county. He has been successful in e\'ery
thing he has undertaken. At the present time he is gi\'ing much attention 
to his mercantile operations, which are proving successful. He is a Demo
crat, is very public spirited, and is a deacon in the Baptist Church, of which 
his wife is also a member. He was married in 1866 to l'I!iss Clementine Gar
rett, a daughter of Temple Garrett, an early settler of the county. She was 
born in Tennessee and has borne her husband the following children: \\'iil
iam, who is li\'ing on a farm three miles from Bruno; Julia A.; Samantha, 
wife of Frank Burns, of this county; Marian, Wilson, Thomas, Ethel, Laura, 
Bertha, Maud, and Wesley, who di~d at the age of eight year;;. 

SIGEL HENSON. This gentleman, who is a prominent merchant at Cape 
Fair, is a descendant of one of the early pioneer families of Stone County, his 
parents, Zachariah and Armala (Williams) Henson, ha\'ing settled on Flat 
Creek, this county, in 1835. He is a product of this county, born A.ugust 20, 
1861, but just ten days after the battle of \Vilson Creek, and the youngest !n 
an old-fashioned family of twelve children. His youthful days were passed III 
attending school (taught in the old Jones' schoolhouse of his district) an.d 
assisting on the farm. \il/hen sixteen years ~f age he was left an o:phan, IllS 

parents both dying the same year, the father m June and the mother m August, 
l877. For some time after this he did not attend school, bl:t late: he entered 
Marionville College, where he attended one t~rm,. workmg ~lJS own way 
through the school. Afterward he began clerkmg m l\IanonVllle, where he 
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continued as clerk in the store about six years, then entered a partnership with 
Mr. David, firm name being Henson & David, which firm remained in business 
for two years. \Vhen Aurora began to build up he sold out, expecting to 
start in business there, but he gave that up and took a position in that town, 
remaining there until the death of his wife. He was married October 23, 1888, 
to Miss Pelonia E. Lewis, a native of Indiana, born November 22, 1864. 
August 9, 1891, a daughter, Hortense, was born, and this child died September 
26, 1892. Mrs. Henson's parents, John and E. A. Lewis, \\Jere natives of the 
Hoosier State, who moved a number of years ago to Newton County, Mo., 
where they resided until a few years ago, and then came to Aurora. There 
the mother makes her home at the present time. Mrs. Henson was but six 
years of age when she came with her parents to Missouri, and in Newton 
County she received a good education. After growing up she became a 
teacher and taught in the home school and in the public school of Marionville 
for two years. She was a lady of amiable disposition, superior attainments and 
was a very successful teacher, winning the respect of the parents and the love 
of the pupils. Her second baby was born January 14, 1893, and Mrs. Henson 
died January 22, of the same year. The child lived until the 9th of July, 1893. 
It was named Estella N. After the death of his wife Mr. Henson moved to 
Cape Fair and, in partnership \\lith George L. Stone, owns a general store, the 
pnly one in the to\nl. They are doing a good business and are wide-awake, 
progressive business men. They also buy corn, grain and stock, and are doing 
well. Fraternallv 1\1r. Henson is an Odd Fellow, a member of Marionville 
Lodge, and has -held the different offices in the same. In politics he is with 
the Democratic party and takes a deep interest in its welfare. Mr. Henson's 
farm is on the east bank of the James River, about three-fourths of a mile 
from Cape Fair, and consists of ninety-nine acres of excellent land, all wcll 
improved and well cultivated. As a young business man and a public-spirited 
citizen ;\,Ir. Henson has \\'on the respect and good will of all, and in a financial 
way is making a success of life. 

J. H. WALTERS. To attain happiness we strive for the acquisition of 
wealth or position, and, if one is possessed of the first and has native ability 
and ambition, the second falls to him as his natural heritage. In the acquire
ment of wealth fortune smiles on those alone who are watching for the oppor
tunity she offers, and J. H. vValters is one of those who has shown himself to 
be a wide-awake, systematic business man, and has made the most of every 
opportunity that has presented itself. He was born in Virginia, October 26, 
1823, a son of \Villiam and Tally (Ingram) vValters. who were of Irish and 
English descent, the former a native of Virginia. The paternal grandfathcr 
was a captain in the Revolutionary \Var. J. H. \Valters spent his youthful days 
on a farm, was married in the State of his birth, and in 1847 moved. to Yalobu
sha County, Miss., where he made his home until after the war, in which strug
gle he participated, and during which time he lost the handsome fortune which 
he had accumulated. He has devoted his attention to merchandising the 
greater part of his life and is still to some extent engaged in this occupation, 
his home being in Bellefonte. He has been largely engaged in the buying and 
selling of cattle and mules, and is the owner of about 15,000 acres of land, a large 
portion of which is under cultivation. He is one of the wealthiest men of 
Boone County, and what he has has been earned through his own good judg
ment and energy. Although he received no schooling in his youth he is a man 
of keen intelligence, and actively interested in the public affairs of his section. 
He was married in Virginia at the age of twenty-four to Martha Dodson, 
to which union three children were given: Alexander J.; William S., and Mar
tha A" wife of John EageI. William S'I the youngest son is a man of brilliant 
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mind, with a warm heart and patriotic nature. He married Miss Cora Perkins 
of Spr!ngfield, Mo., and with his a.ccomplished wife and their four bright chil~ 
dren, lIves on one of the best cultivated farms in the countv. Mr. Walters has 
be~n a D~mocrat all his life, .is a member of the Missionary Baptist Church, in 
which he IS a deacon, and he IS a Royal Arch Mason. His first wiie died in this 
county, and he <l:fterward married Miss Virginia Harrison, daughter of Rev. 
~obert L. and ~111dre? Harrison, of Irish and English descent; she was born 
m North Carolma. vVlth her 1\1r. vValters resides on one of the finest improved 
places in the county. Although he has passed the allotted age of three-score 
years and ten, he is yet actively engaged in business and looks after his \'alu
~ble property. Mr. Walters and his wife attended the World's Fair at Chicago 
111 1893, and also traveled over many of the southern and eastern States, eniov
ing their trip very much. His son, Alexander J. vValters was born in VirginIa, 
September 2, 1848, but was reared in Yalobusha County, IVIiss., and has been a 
resident of Boone County, Ark., since 1868. During the war he was a soldier 
in the Home Guards, enlisting in 1864 at the age of sixteen, and serving until 
the close. In 1868 he became a resident of Bellefonte, or rather settled on the 
site of that place, for the town was not then known, and purchased a tract of 
land in the vicinity, on which he at once began the labors of the agriculturist. 
In 1870 he embarked in the mercantile business with the best stock of goods 
ever brought to Boone County, and he has made it a point to always keep an 
excellent line of goods. In 1874 Matt Tvson became a member of the firm, 
and it was conducted under the name of T. ·H. vValters & Co. for two vears, at 
the end of which time the business was suspended for a time. For some time 
thereafter Mr. Walters clerked for 1. Eoff, but at the end of one vear he 
became a member of the firm, which became known as Eoff & Walters. In 
September, 1878, this partnership was dissolved, and in October of the 
same year J. H. Walters & Sons opened up a well-appointed establish
ment, which continued until 1880, when the younger son retired, the entire 
management of the house now falling on the shoulders of Alexander ]. 
A business of from $15,000 to $30,000 is done annually, and they keep on 
hand a stock valued at about $5,000. Alexander J. Walters has entered 
heart and soul into this business and has clearly proven to all that he is a 
thoroughly capable business man. He is an expert book-keeper, is shrewd, 
practical and far-seeing in the management of his affairs, and, as a result, can
not fail to be successful. He has held the office of justice of the peace and 
has been appointed chairman of the Democratic Central Committee several 
times. He is a Royal Arch Mason, has taken a deep interest in the success 
of the order at Bellefonte, and is active in all enterprises of a public nature. 
He is the owner of a large tract of land and has a pleasant and comfortable 
home. In 1870 he was married to Miss F. B. Hart, who was born in Tennes
see, a daughter of D. G. Hart, and to their union two children have been 
given: VirO'ie and Alexander J., Jr. Mr. and Mrs. vValters are members of the 
Missionar}~Baptist Church, as are also their children, and the daughter is a 
O'raduate of the Bluett School in St. Louis and is now engaged in teaching 
~locution and music in Yellville College. The son is a clerk in his father's 
store and is a young man of excellent business qualifications. J. B. Eagel, 
son-in-law of J. H. \Valters, has been a resident of Boone County, Ark., for the 
past ten years, but was born in another part of tl:e count~: A~gust 2;. 1853, 
the second of twelve children born to Dock and Serena (~wam i Eagel, the 
former of whom was born in :Maury County, Tenn., in 1824. In IS39 he came 
to Arkansas and until his death in 187', resided in Lonoke County. He was 
an uncle of ~x-Gov. Eagel of the State." He was a Mexican soldier. a soldier 
in the Civil \Var, was a Democrat in politics and throughout life followed farm-
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ing. He was married in Lonoke County, and his wife was a daughter of Jerry 
S\~ain, who came from Tennessee to Arkansas about 1840, and she still resides 
on the old homestead in the county where she was married. Her children 
were: \Villiam, who, \vith his father and Robert Engel, a brother of Gov. 
Eagel, was killed by a party of negroes whom they were trying to arrest for 
stealing, was but twenty-one years old at the time of his death; J. B.; Jennie, 
who died when young; Joseph, who is living on a farm in Lonoke County; 
Frances, wife of L. H. Halloway of Lonoke County; James, who lives with his 
mother; Charity, widow of Goodman Swain; Robert; Thomas; George, who 
was killed by accidental discharge of a gun; Pettus, and two children that 
died in infancy. The father, Dock Eagel, and James Eagel, father of Gov. 
Eagel, were quite noted Nimrods in the early history of the State and sold 
large quantities of game in Little Rock. While Dock Eagel was serving in 
the :\Iexican \Var he had a hand-to-hand light with a Mexican soldier and the 
man bit one of his lingers off. Joseph Eagel, his elder brother, was a soldier 
in this war also, was killed in battle and was buried in that country. J. B. 
Eagel received but a limited education, for the war ruined the father and the 
old home was destroyed by fire twice during that struggle. Being the eldest 
of the family the principal burden of their support fell upon his shoulders 
after the death of his father and brother. In 1875 he came to Bellefonte and 
after attending school here for about two years he returned home and 
remained there for three years. In rvIay, 1880, he wedded Mattie 'Walters, and 
after five years spent in farming and stockraising in Lonoke County they 
came to Bellefonte and here have since made their home. Thev have three 
children: Dock, Hugh and Clyde. Mrs. Eagel was born in Yalobusha 
County, :\1 iss., July 5, 1857, and was given an excellent education. Mr. Eagel 
is well to do, has a good farm of 160 acres at Bellefonte, besides other valu
able property, and for the past year has been a salesman in the store of J. H. 
\Valters & Son. He is a Mason, a member of Bellefonte Lodge No. 165, and 
in his political views is a Democrat of pronounced type. He and his wife 
mO\'e in the best social circles, have numemus friends and are highly 
respected by all who know them. 

TAYLOK BRAY. The Bray family is of Irish extraction and the family tree 
took root on American soil at an early date. Our subject's grandfather, Will
iam Bray, was a native of North Carolina, in which State he passed his entire 
life. His son, Mark Bray, father of our subject, was also a native of the Old 
North State, born De-cember2l, 1796,anddied DecemberI9, 1869. The latter was 
married !I1 his native State to J\liss Margaret Patterson. also a native of North 
Carolina, and there· their nine children were born. About 1840 or 1841 they, 
in company with about sixty of their friends, among whom were the McDaniel 
and rvlariey families and others, emigrated to Christian County, Mo., and 
settled near Sparta. The McDaniels and Marleys settled near Ozark. Mr. 
Bray, who settled near Sparta also, bought a tract of land, which was afterward 
known as the Bray settlement, and subsequently became the owner of a large 
tract of land and one of the wealthiest men in the county. The Bray family 
became very prominent in this section and were highly esteemed by all. Mr. 
Bray was an excellent shot and killed many deer and turkeys, for the woods 
~bounded in game at that time. Mrs. Bray did her own spinning and weav
mg. In political matters 1\1r_ Bray was a Democrat and previous to the Civil 
\Var he voted against secession. In connection with farming he carried on 
the Old Linden Mill. but the principal part of his time was given to farming 
and stockraising. The mother died in July, 1887. They were the parents 
of nine children as follows: Loesa, deceased, was the wife of T. Tillman Pat
terson; Arren; Cadmus, single, was killed in the Confederate Army; Merrica, 
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died young; Lynn, a soldier, was killed at the close of the war; William, 
resides in Greene County, north of Springfield; Taylor (subject); Isaac, \vho is 
living on the old home place. William was also a soldier, enlisting in Com
pany H, Sixteenth Missouri Cavalry. Taylor Bray, the original of this 
notice, was born in the neighborhood where he now lives, near Sparta, 
March 31, 1844. His early life was spent amid the rude surroundings of 
pioneel' life and he attended the district school until the breaking out of 
the war, being at that time seventeen years of age. In 1864, when twenty 
years of age, he enlisted in Company H. Sixteenth Missouri Cavalry. and 
served until the close of the war. He was in Gen. Price's raid and was in the 
battle at Booneville and in many skirmishes. He was never wounded or taken 
prisoner and was discharged at Springfield in July, 1865. After the war :\lr. 
Bray came home and engaged in farming. In 1867 he was married to :'Iliss 
M. J. Marley, daughter of Eli Marley and Tennessee (Wisener) l\Iarley. Eli 
Madey was born in North Carolina and is a son of Benjamin Marle\', who 
came to this county with the company in 1840 or 1841 and took up a home 
west of Ozark. He was in the Southern Army during the Civil War and died 
of wounds received at Vicksburg. He had sons in Gen. Price's army. :\lrs. 
Bray was born on the old home place in this county August 22, 1849. Mr. and 
Mrs. Bray have had ten children, five of whom are living: William A., lIlettie 
E., Della A., Howard M. and Jessie E. Those deceased are: James C., Samuel 
E. and three who died in infancy. Our subject moved to the place where he 
now lives soon after the war. He has 158 acres of good farming land and in 
connection with agricultural pursuits in actively engaged in stockraising. He 
has made a complete success of his chosen occupation. In political matters 
he was formerly with the Democratic party, but is now with the Labor party. 
!VIr. and Mrs. Bray are both members of the Baptist Church and the family is 
well respected in the communit~,. 

\V. F. COOK. In looking over a comparative statement of the institutions 
of a financial character doing business in \OVillow Springs, we find them. in 
compari~on with the same class of organizations elsewhere, solvent, prosperous 
and useful in the highest degree. The Willow Springs Bank adds no little to 
this, and is one of the best and most substantial of its kind in the county. 
Mr. \OV. F. Cook, its well-known cashier, was born in Lewis County, Mo., Feb
ruary 2, 1868, son of Dr. J. F. Cook, \\i'ho is president of La Grange College. at 
La Grange, a position he has held many years. He is the oldest educator in 
the State of Missouri, and has held his present position twenty-eight years. 
The elder Cook is a native of Christiansburg, Ky., born III the year 1834. and 
a son of Joseph Cook, who was a pioneer farmer of Shelby County, Ky. The 
Cook family came from Virginia to Kentucky, and the grandfather of our 
subject was a soldier in the early Indian wars. Still farther back his people 
were Revolutionary soldiers. W. F. Cook's grandmother was a Flood, another 
of the early families. The father of our subject passed his early life in his 
native State, and secured a good education in Georgetown College. \\'hen 
still quite young he branched out as a teacher, and followed this in Kentucky 
until r866, when he came to Missouri and took charge of the college he now 
controls. The building had been used as a hospital during the war, but he 
soon had things in order, and his college became noted throughout the State. 
He is a minister in the Baptist Church, and was chaplain in a Mississippi 
regiment during the war. In politics he is a Democrat, and he is probably 
one of the best known educators in the State. Mr. Cook was married in 
Kentucky to Miss Sue G. Farmer, a native of the Blue Grass State, and the 
daughter of John G. Farmer, a merchant and pioneer settler of Christiansburg. 
Ky. The mother of our subject died in Missouri in r889. She was a worthy 
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member of the Baptist Church. Mr. and Mrs. Cook became the parents of 
four children, all living: Ernest, pastor of the Watertown Baptist Church in 
St. Louis, is a graduate of La Grange College and the Baptist Theological 
Seminary at Louisville, Ky., he is married; Lula is the wife of Rev. W. H. 
Stone, a professor in the La Grange College; William F. (subject); Cecil, who 
is attending the Baptist Theological Seminary at Louisville, Ky., will follow 
the ministry. The youthful days of our subject were passed in La Grange 
College, from which he graduated when nineteen years of age, and he then 
attended the law school at Washington University, St. Louis, taking the junior 
year. After leaving school he was appointed under Gov. Francis as one 
of the clerks in the Missouri Legislature. In ISS9 he located at "Villo\\, 
Springs and established this bank, after he had traveled over a large scope of 
country to find a suitable location. He has taken a deep interest in the affail's 
of the city and has held many offices. He has been a member of the town 
board, is at present a member of the school board, and assisted in building 
the fine schoolhouse in "Villow Springs. In politics he is a Democrat, and 
has represented the county in the State conventions. He is an active business 
man and a leader in all enterprises for the good of the county. Mr. Cook was 
married in December, ISS9, to Miss Lulu Sturgeon, of St. Louis, and they have 
one daughter. Gladys. He and wife own a fine residence on Fourth and 
Harris Streets in Willow Springs. Mr. Cook is interested in the Willow 
Springs Lumber Company, and is treasurer and secretary of the same. He 
also owns a fruit farm ten miles east of Willow Springs, and has real estate in 
the city. Mr. Cook is one of the most successful business men in the city, 
and owns considerable stock in the bank. 

THE WILLOW SPRINGS BANK. This, the oldest bank in the city, was estab
lished in February, 1891, by W. F. Cook, and incorporated under the State law 
with a capital stock of $15,000. W. F. Cook is cashier, James A. Ferguson 
president and James M. McGhee vice-president. The stockholders are resi
dents of the city of Willow Springs. This bank is doing a general banking 
and discount business and loaning money on personal security and real estate, 
and buying and selling school bonds. Mr. Cook has always had the manage
ment of the business and is a thorough business man. The bank is in a build
ing erected by the banking company, and has a fire and burglar-proof vault. 
The building is a two-story brick, a handsome structure with all the modern 
improvements, and is one of the strongest of its kind in this section of the 
country. The average deposits is $40,000. The help in the bank is Mr. Cook, 
cashier; E. T. "Veils, assistant cashier, and 'vV. F. Downs, book-keeper. The 
bank is located on the northwest corner of Second and Center Streets. 

PRICE SUMMERS. In the history of the Rebellion the name of our subject 
will be found as not having borne an unimportant part in that eventful 
struggle. He was about twenty-two years of age when he enlisted in Com
pany E, First Arkansas Volunteer Cavalry, and he served over three years in 
the United States Army. Many of his battles were in Missouri and Arkansas. 
and he was in the bloody fight at Fayetteville, in the latter State. He was in 
many fights under Maj. Charles Galloway and Col. E. R. Harrison, but was 
never wounded or taken prisoner. On August 23, 1865, he was discharged at 
Fayetteville, Ark., and returned to Stone County, where he has followed agri
cultural pursuits up to the present. Mr. Summers was born in Franklin 
County, Tenn., February 24, 1839, and is a son of Samuel P. and Charity 
(Wells) Summers, natives of Tennessee. The former was born in Warren 
County and moved to Alabama with his father, also Samuel Summers, where 
he remained until 1855. He then came to Stone County, Mo., and settled on 
James River, iust below Cape Fair, where he tilled the soil until after the war. 
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Thence h~ moved. to Carroll. County, Ark., and there died in 1884. He gave 
most of his attentIOn to agncultural pursuits during life and was a well-to-do 
clhzen. He was a~so a carpenter and chairmaker at an early day. In Ala
b~ma ~e w.as .marned. to MISS \Nells, daughter of Robert \Vells, who passed 
hiS entire hfe ll1 that State. She was bom in Tennessee and died in Carroll 
County, Ark., in 1882. Eight children were born to this union and were 
named in the order of birth as. follow~: James, a. farmer of Carr~ll County, 
Ark., was a soldier ll1 the RebellIOn; Pnce, our subject; Andrew, also a soldier 
in the Civil War. died in Carroll County and left a family; Elizabeth, single, 
died in Stone County; William, a farmer- of Carroll County, Ark.; John, a 
farmer of the same county, and two other ch.ildren., Our subject was a young 
boy when he moved With hiS parents to Stone County, where, for various 
reasons, he received but a limited education. As above stated, he enaaaed in 
farming after leaving the army, and about 1886 came to his present 10~ation 
where he has seventy-eight acres of well-cultivated land. He has been very 
successful as a tiller of the soil, and is an energetic and wide-awake citizen. 
He is a member of the G. A. R. post at Jenkins. In politics he has been with 
the Republican party since the war. In [863 he married Mrs. l\Iartha Baker, a 
native of Stone County, born July 18, 1838, and the youngest of eleven chil
dren bom to the marriage of Judge William Stone, an early settler and the man 
after whom the county is named. Mrs. Summers was first married to Mr. 
Baker, a brother of Judge Baker. He was a soldier and died during the war. 
Three children were born to Mrs. Summers' first marriage: \Nilliam B., Cor
delia E. and Alice J., and five to her second union: Martha E., wife of Thomas 
Hudson of Berry County; Charity F., wife of John Hudson, also of that 
county; John C., at home; Harry c., and another died unnamed. Mr. and 
Mrs. Summers are members of the Christian Church. This family is well 
known and highly esteemed in the county, and interested in all worthy move
ments. 

FRANK PACE is one of the youngest, but none the less one of the ablest, 
attorneys of northwest Arkansas. He has improved every opportunity for 
gaining knowledge and has availed himself of every chance for the better
ment of his condition and reputation, and more than this cannot be said of 
the most successful man who has ever lived. He owes Ius nativity to Boone 
County, Ark., born here, he first saw the light July 25, I87!, being a son of the 
well-known attorney, Capt. W. F. Pace. Frank Pace, after receiving his initia
tory training in the public schools of his native county, finished his educa
tion in the State University at Fayetteville, Ark., which institution he left at 
the age of sixteen, while in his junior year, and at once took up the study of 
law with his father, in Harrison, and on the day he was nineteen years old he 
was admitted to the bar. He at once began practicing in Harrison, but after 
a short time located in Yellville, where he has since been located and wher< 
he has built up an exceptionally large practice, in fact one of the largest in 
that section of the State. He is also the leading attorney of the county, is 
keen, shrewd and quick-witted, and presents his cases with masterly skill 
before judge and jury. He is a candidate for pro~ecuting ~~torney. of the Four
teenth Judicial District, and owing to the prom1l1ent ~oslhon which !le holds 
and to his popularity will without doubt be elected. fhe n:ost of hiS atten
tion is given to criminal law, in which he has been exceptIOnally successtul. 
He has always been a stanch Democrat in politics, has faithfully supported 
the men and measures of that party, and as a citizen is decidedly public
spirited and gives substantial aid to all worthy ente.rprises. . . 

THOMAS GOLD. This worthy gentleman, who IS one of the pIOneers of 
Stone County, Mo., is now retired from the active duties of life and resides in 
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Billings. where he has a comfortable and pleasant home and where he expects 
to pass the remainder of his days. As the case with many of the best citizens 
of Christian County, i'vIo., he came originally from Tennessee, where his birth 
occurred August 12, 1819, and where he was reared, growing to manhood in 
Lincoln County. His father and mother, Jonathan and Sarah (Riles) Gold, 
were natives of North Carolina and Tennessee respectively. The father served 
in the Creek Indian War. He followed farming all his life and was fairly suc
cessful in this occupation. At an early age he went to Tennessee, and was 
there m'arried to l\Iiss Riles, who accompanied him to Christian County, Mo .. 
in 1853. There his death occurred soon after the war. He and wife were 
members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and highly esteemed in the com
munity in which they lived. She passed away soon after the war, too. Four
teen children were born to this estimable couple, twelve of whom are living at 
the present time. The original of this notice was over thirty years of age 
when the family came to Christian County. Prior to leaving his native State 
he was married to lVliss J\iary J. Cavanaugh, a native of Tennessee, and after 
locating in this county he took up a farm, erected a cabin and entered upon 
his career as a pioneer settler. Eleven children blessed his marriage as fol 
lows: James T., Margaret, William, Mary and l'dartha (twins), Lorenzo, Silas, 
Allen, Joseph, Francis and Elizabeth. Margaret and l\Jartha are the ones 
deceased. Of the nine children living, some make their home in Stone and 
others in Christian County, and most of them in the neighborhood where our 
subject resided for many years. In the year 1876 the mother of these children 
died, and Mr. Gold chose his second wife in the person of Miss Catherine 
'Wright, a native of Tennessee and the daughter of Aaron and Nancy \Vright. 
Mrs. Gold was reared in her native State until thirteen years of age, and then 
came to Christian County, where she has resided since. Her father died in Ten
nessee and her motheraherward migrated to Stone County, Mo., where her death 
occurred in 1876. On his farm in Christian County our subject resided until 
about 1866, when he moved to Stone County, and was a resident of the same 
up to 1892. During that time he accumulated a fair share of this world's goods, 
and then moved to Billings, where he is retired from active business life His 
children are all doing well, he is comfortably fixed and can pass the closing 
scenes of his life in peace and quiet. In politics he is a stanch supporter of 
Republican principles, and his sons all vote the same ticket. During the Civil 
War he enlisted in Company G, Eighth Missouri Volunteer Regiment, under 
CoL 'Gregor. This was in 1862, and he was discharged in 1864, serving about 
two years. He was in the battle of Prairie Grove, but was sick and in hospital 
service for some time. In all public matters Mr. Gold has ever taken a decided 
interest, and has extended a helping hand to further all worthy enterprises. 
In religion he is a member of the Christian and his wife of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, and both are highly esteemed. He was considered one of 
the best and most progressive agriculturists in his county, and was also actively 
engaged in stockraising. He has several brothers living in Stone County. 
Socially he is a member of Billings Post, G. A. R. 

WILLIAM R. GREESON, M. D. This gentleman is one of the successful physi
cians of Van Buren County, Ark., and as he has ever been very conscientious 
in the discharge of his professional duties, is well up with the times in medical 
lore, and as he has the ability to apply his knowledge at the proper time and 
in the proper place, it is not to be wondered at that he has alw~ys had a large 
patronage. He was born in Tennessee, January 5, r8so, and received his literary 
education in the schools of Clinton. In 1872 he took up the study of medi
cine in the University of Louisville, Ky., and graduated from the Vanderbilt 
University class of 1881-82. Immediately thereafter he came to Clinton, Ark., 
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and established himself in the practice of his profession, which he continued exclusively up to 1887, at which time he entcred the mercantile business with his father, although he did not allow this occupation to interfere in the smallest degree with his practice. In 1894 his father retired from the busincss, and C. 'N. Patterson took his place, the firm taking the name of Greeson & Patterson. The Doctor has al ways done a general practice and during the twentytwo years that he has been a follow<:r of the healing art he has made both name and fortune for himself. He is a member of Patterson LodLTe .\'0. III of the A. F, & A. lvI., and politically has always been a strong Den~crat, serv~ ing as postmaster of Clinton from 1886 to 1890 under President Cleveland. He has ever been interested in the cause of education and is one of the trustees of Clinton Academy, He and his wife, whom he married in IS"'4, are members of the Methodist Episcopal Church South. Her maiden na~le \\'as Sarah Pate, a daughter of W, J. Pate, Sr., one of the early pioneers of the county, and she and the Doctor have four children: l\Iaud and l\Iyrtlc (twins./, Paul and Bruce, all of whom are students in Clinton Academv, Thc Doctor and his wife have many friends in the county and especially so in the to'. .. n of Clinton, where they have so long made their home. Hartwell Greeson, the father of the Doctor, has made his home in Van Buren County since 1°52. He was born in Bedford County, Tenn., near Shelbyville in September, 1819. and was the third child born to Henry and Elizabeth (Cook) Greeson, the former of whom \\'as a North Carolinian and a son of Isaac Greeson, also a nati\'e of the Old North State, and the son of native Germans who came to America prior to the Revolutionary War, in which the great-grandfather of the subject of this sketch was a participant. Henry Greeson was a tiller of the soil and died in the State of his birth. Upon reaching manhood he remo\'ed to Kentucky, where he married, after which he settled in Tennessee, where he made his home until his death in 1859, after a lifetime devoted to the pursuit of farming. His wife was a Kentuckian by birth and a daughter of John Co(,k and his wife Elizabeth, who were also natives of the Blue Grass State, and her death occllrred in vVayne County, Tenn .. in 1869, after she had borne her husband the following children: Martha (deceased); Dorothy, who is li\'ing ill Tennessee; Hartwell; Da\'id (deceased); \Y. R., who is living in Hot Spring County, Ark.; John VV. (deceased); Lucinda (deceased), and Henry, who \\'as a soldier during the Civil \Var, is now li\'ing in Tennessee. Hartwcll Greeson is a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church South, as was his wife, and he was formerly an Old Line Whig in politics, but has long been a Democrat. His youth was spent in his native county, but his educational advantages were exceedingly limited. He started out for himself in rS41 as a tiller of the soil, but in 1844 became a blacksmith and wagonmaker. In 1852 he came to \-an Buren County, Ark., and located on the Middle Fork of the Red Ri,'er, where he for a long term of years devoted himself to farming and his trade, that of a mechanic_ He isa man of natural skill in this direction, and can do almost anything to which h<.: turns his hand, in a workmanlike manner. 1n 1856.he moved to Clinton, and three years later erected an hotel at thIS place, of WlllCh he has since been the proprietor. During the war l!e removed to the cO,untry and resided on a farm until the war closed, after whIch he returned to Clmtoll, He has witnessed the most of the growth of this place and has always interested himself in every movement tending to its impro\'ement and advancement. He is the owner of a good farm of 165 acres, one-fourth of a mile from Clinton on the Red River, all the result of his own efforts, besides which he owns other valuable property. He is a pronounced Der:,lOcrat and has l<;'!lg been a member of Patterson Lodge No. I II, of the A_ F. & A. ~r., and IS a steward in the Methodist Episcopal Church South. He was marned III Tcn-24 
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nessee to Miss Flora Harrison, daughter of ]. S. Harrison, who died in 1861, 
after having become the mother of the following children: Mary, widow of 
vVilliam York; Lucinda, wife of]. R. Patterson; Georg'e, who was killed during 
the war; vVilliam R., who is a physician at Clinton; Margaret, who is a widow, 
and James (deceased). Mr. Greeson took for his second wife Miss L. Harri
son, a sister of his first wife, and their children are: Martin Vv'. , who is a suc
cessfullawyer; Sally, wife of Dr. Guthrie of Quitman; Luther, who died at 
the age of thrce years, ,md Louise G. Mr. Greeson and his family are highly 
respected residents of their section and are well known throughout northern 
Arkansas. 

CAPT. GEORGE \V. MOORE. Among the many prominent eastern families 
who at an early day migrated westward with a view to bettering their fortunes 
was the Moore family, an honored and respected member of whom, now resid
ing in Stone County, is the snbject of this sketch. His father,] ames M. Moore, 
\vas born in North Carolina May 13, 181 I, and when about five years of age 
moved with his parents to Tennessee; where they remained until 1ii29. There 
James M. grew to mature years and married Miss Rachel W. Patton, a native 
of Tennessee, born in ISI7, and the daughter of John and Sarah Patton, both 
Tennessee people, who came to l'v'lissouri as early as 1830, or near that time, 
settling in Lawrence County, where they passed the remalllder of their days. 
In 1829 James :\1. Moore moved to Lawrence County, Mo., and there remained 
for thirty-six years, becoming one of its respected and highly-esteemed citi
zens. In 1861 he moved to Stone County and made his home here until his 
death, which occurred in Jefferson City, March 5, 1873, while a member of the 
Twenty-sixth General Assembly. Previous to the war he was a Democrat 
in politics, but during that eventful period he became a Republican, and ever 
after remained a stanch supporter of that party. In 1862 he was made captain 
of a company in the Enrolled Missouri l'Ifilitia and served in that capacity for 
fifteen months, when he was promoted to major of the Fifty-second Regiment. 
He \I as often detached for duty with the Fifteenth Missouri Volunteer Cav
alry, and was very active durii-tg the war, much of his fighting being with the 
guerrillas in southwest Missouri. Down to the time of his death he carried 
scars received in his battles with them. His principal occupation in life was 
farming, and he owned a fine tract of land in the north part of Stone County 
on Crane Creek, also a farm in Lawrence County. He and wife held to the 
Baptist faith, and he was an officer in that church. Fraternally he was a 
l\Iason, and a member of the Advance Guard of America. Although he made 
a good property, he lost much during the war. He was deeply interested in 
all public enterprises, and held a number of local offices, such as presiding 
justice of the County Court. sheriff, and, as before mentioned, represented the 
counties of Lawrence and Stone several times in the Legislature. His mar
riage resulted in the birth of nine children, as follows: John P., a farmer resid
ing in the northern part of Stone County, who was a soldier during the war; 
William A., single, died in the service; George 'N., subject; Irene c., wife of 
\\,illiam Neece, resides at La Porte, Colo.; Mary J., deceased, was the wife of 
Calvin McCullah; Henry J. resides on a farm in Stone Coullty; and Sarah; 
Rachel and an infant died young. The wife and mother died at Marionville, 
Mo., about the 12th of lvlarch. 1893. Capt. George W. Moore was born in 
Marionville, Mo., July 25, 1842, and was reared in Lawrence and Stone 
Counties. In 1857 he went overland with his father to California and remained 
there until 1860. Returning to the East he enlisted in the Home Guards 
before he was eighteen years of age and served three months. He then 
entered the volunteer service, Company B, Sixth Missouri Cavalry, and served 
one year in that company, being promoted to the rank of captain of Company 
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l\~, in the Second Ark~nsas Cavalry,under Col. John E. Phelps. He remained 
with this company untt! the close of the war, and was a stirrinCT officer in the 
field, .and a faithful soldier. He was wounded at Spring Riv:r Swamps and 
was disabled for some tune. He helped to recruit the Second Arkansas Cav
alry, and led an active life as a soldier. After the war he located at Marion
ville, Mo., remained on a farm until 1866, and then started to school in 
Springfield. Later he attended the Allegheny College at Meadville, Penn., 
and then went to Lorain County, Ohio. There he engaged in the stone 
quarry business, which he conducted until 1876. Previous to that, in 1868, he 
was married in l'enn:;ylvania to Miss Ida M. Barton, daughter of Charles W. 
and .Harriet B. (Smith) Barton, both natives of the Key:;tone State. The 
mother died in 1864, but the father resides on a farm in Crawford County, 
Penn. Mrs. Moore was born in Cr,:wford County, Penn., September 18, 1845, 
and was one of a famJly of seven ch!ldren, of whom four are living: Emma, 
wife of George L. Campbell; Arcilla, wife of C. S. Allen; Martha A., wife of 
Eli Ingraham; Mrs. Moore; and the three that died were Mary X., Rose C. 
and Dcvilla. Our subject moved from Ohio to Stone County, 1\10., locating on 
James River, ncar the \Vhite River, where he farmed up to 1887. He then came 
to his present place of residence, about one mile from Galena where he has 
2 I 6 acres of well-im proved land. He also owns a farm of eight acres north of 
this in Stone County. Mr. Moore is a good business man and annually raises 
a large amount of stock. He was first elected to office in 1888, holding the 
position of county treasurer of Stone County for four years. In 1892 he rep
resented his county in the General Assembly and holds that position at the 
present time. In politics he has always been a Republican, and his first pres
idential vote was cast for Abraham Lincoln. He is a member of the G. A. R., 
Post No. 223, at Galena, and his wife holds membership in the :Methodist 
Episcopal Church. Six children have been born to their marriage, as follows: 
Frank A.; C. W., \\'ho died in infancy; Chester H.; Louis W.; Ida :'-.1.; and 
Hattie R. The Captain and family are highly respected and arc leaders in 
the count\'. 

HON:JOHN W. CYPERT. Ability, when backed by enterprising measures 
and progressive ideas, will accomplish more than any other professional 
requirement, an illustration of which may be seen in the career of Han. John 
VV. Cypert, who is the efficient county and probate judge of Baxter County, 
Ark. I-Ie was born in vVayne County, Tenn., April 22, 1826, a son of John and 
Nancy (Anderson) Cypert, the latter of whom was born in Virginia and the 
former In Tennessee. They were married in their father's native State and 
partly reared their family there, but in 1850 took up their residence in Searcy 
County, Ark., where the mother breathed her last in 1862, at the age of 
seventy-two years. The father died three years later in his seventy-fifth year, 
havin a held the office of justice of the peace while in \Vayne County, Tenn. 
He w~s quite an active politician, and was a deacon in the Baptist Church for 
many years. Hon. John W. Cypert was one of the younge~t of twelve chil
dren born to his parents, and in the schools of Way~e Cou~ty, Tenn., he 
received his education. March 13, 1845, he was married to Sarah Lloyd, a 
daughter of F. W. Lloyd, and by her became the father of eleven children, 
seven of whom are living: Thomas F., a farmer and stonecutter ot Baxter 
County, Ark.; Minerva, wife of John Weaver, a farrr:er of this co~nty: John 
H., a farmer and stonecutter of this county, who IS now servll1g III the 
capacity of deputy county sheriff; James R., who is a farmer o~ Morrow 
County, Ore.; Mary E., wife of Hezekiah l\icCourtney. of Lead H:ll, Boone 
County, Ark., and Nancy E., wife of M. B. P~rk.s,.a far:ner of th!s county; 
Sarah is the widow of Henry C. Lewall'en and IS hVlllg wlth her father, Judge 
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Cypert. Those dead are vVilliam F., who was about fourteen years of age; 
Newton L., who was about twelve; Louisa A. was the wife of Dr. \V. C. Parks, 
of this county, and Alice T., wife of W. E. Green, of this county. In 1850 
Judge Cypert moved to Izard County, Ark., where he purchased a woodland 
claim and with the able assistance of his wife and growing family he improved 
it in many ways. At the opening of the war he was in good circumstances, 
but during that time his losses were very heavy, and after hostilities had ceased 
for several years he moved to that part of Fulton County which eventually 
became the eastern part of Baxter County. In July, IS61, he became com
missary of McArver's Confederate regiment, but, on account of the measles, 
was discharged from the service, after which he joined J. T. Coffee's regiment 
as captain of Company E, and was with Price on his Missouri raid, his eldest 
son, Thomas, being also in this raid. He (Thomas) was taken prisoner at one 
time, but at the end of nine days was discharged. Judge Cypert, when a resident 
of Izard Cqunty, served ten years as county treasurer and two years as justice 
of the peace and associate judge. In 1874 he was el.ected to represent Baxter 
County in the Constitutional Convention, and in 1882 was elected probate and 
county judge, in which capacity he served four years, and after a lapse of four 
years was elected for another term, and reelected for second and third terms. 
He and his wife are members of the J\Iissionary Baptist Church, and socially 
he is a Royal Arch Mason, and for a long term served as master of his lodge. 
In the chapter he served several years as high priest, and has represented his 
lodge and chapter many times in the Grand Lodge of the State. Politically he 
is a Democrat. He is eminently capable of filling any position within the gift 
of the county, and is very popular in a political, social and business way. 

HENRY G. PARSONS. Among the representative agriculturists and stock
raisers of Pierce Township, Stone County, Mo., we are pleased to present a 
sketch of the gentleman whose name appears at the head of this paragraph, 
and whose pleasant home and excellent farm are to be found on Crane Creek. 
He claims Alabama as his native State, his birth occurring near Tuscumbia in 
November, 1853. He is a son of Hiram and Martha (Goode) Parsons, natives 
respectively of Tennessee and Mississippi. The parents were married in the 
latter State and removed thence to Alabama. Later, or in 1854, they settled 
in Jefferson County, Ark., but moved to Johnson County, that State, in 1860, 
and four years later moved to Polk County, Mo., where they remained for one 
year, and then settled in Stone County, on Crane Creek. Onthis farm Mr. Par
sons died August 12, 1874, when about forty-eight years of age. He was a 
farmer and carpenter and followcd overseeing for a number of years in Ala
bama. During the war he served in the Home Guards in At'kansas and Mis
souri. He was a member of the Missionary Baptist Church. His father, Jona
than Parsons, was a nativeofthe Old North State, but died in Mississippi about 
the beginning of the Rebellion. He was of Irish descent, reared a large 
family, and followed farming for a livelihood. Our subject's maternal grand
father, Nathan Goode, was killed in Mississippi during the war. The mother of 
our subject is· still living and makes her home in Stone County, Mo. Her 
eleven children were named in the order of their births as follows: Mary J., 
deceased, was the wife of W. B. Cox; Thomas j., died in OregoIl; R. G., 
resides in Stone County; Henry G., our subject; Hiram Nathan, of Stone 
County; vVilliam c.; Sarah F., wife of James T. l'vIoore; Nancy, deceased, was 
the wife of George S. 1Ioore; Sarah C., single, and two girls who died in 
infancy. Henry G. Parsons passed his boyhood and youth principally on 
Crane Creek, and received but a limited education, the most of it after reaching 
his twenty-first yeaL \Vhen twenty-five years of age he began farming for 
himself, and in 1883 celebrated his nuptials with Martha E. Guthrie, a native 
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of Tennessee, daughter of Hugh and Martha Guthrie, who came originally 
from Tennessee, and ~rst settled in. Gre.ene County, and then in Stone County, 
Mo., \~h.ere Mr. GuthrIe followed farrIllng. He was a Federal soldier during 
the Clvll \;Var. To Mr. and Mrs. Parsons were born four children: Ernest, 
deceased; Omer K., Everett and Earl. The mother of these children died 
December 17, 1892. She was an earnest and worthy member of the l'IIethodist 
Church. After his marriage l'l'ir. Parsons located on his present farm and 
now has 153 acres on Crane Creek, and 120 in another tract. He is engacred 
for the most part in farming and stockdealing, and is taking considera"ble 
pains to imp~ove his stock. He is one of the county's thrifty, energetic young 
farmers and IS one of the most prosperous men of his section. He is a mem
ber of Galena Lodge No. 515, A. F. & A. M., and in religion is a l\Iethodist. 

LEWIS R. PUMPHREY, of the well-known firm of Pumphrey & Cantrell, gen
eral merchants and cotton dealers, of Lead Hill, Ark., was born in Cannon 
County, Tenn., in .1839, to the marriage of Thomas and Margaret (Holt) 
Pumphrey, also natIves of Tennessee. The parents were reared and married 
in their native State, and about 1839 moved by wagon to Ozark County, Mo., 
where they were among the first settlers. There they resided for six or seven 
years and then moved to Fulton County, Ark., where Mr. Pumphrey died soon 
after. Mrs. Pumphrey then moved to what is now Boone County, Ark., 
where she died about 1859. Mr. Pumphrey was a successful and enterprising 
farmer and a man of conservative views and habits. He was one of seven or 
eight sons and daughters born to the marriage of Lewis Pumphrey, who also 
came to Missouri in 1839, but subsequently settled in Fulton County, Ark., 
where he died when quite aged. He was also a farmer. The maternal grand
father, vVilliam Holt, was a native Tennesseean, but in 1838 he came to Ozark 
County, Mo., subsequently settling in what is now Boone County, Ark., 
where he followed farming and stockraising successfully until his death in 
1859. He was a pioneer of the Ozark Region and a man universally respected. 
His wife died at Lead Hill about 1888. They were the parents of thirteen 
children, three of whom served in the Confederate Army: R. S., Vvilliam and 
James. After the death of her husband the mother of Lewis R. married Will
iam Coker, by whom she had six children. Three children were born to her 
first union as follows: Lewis R., vVilliam, now of Fall River, Kan., and Joseph 
R .. of vVest Plains, Mo. Mr. Pumphrey's half-brothers and sisters are: George, 
William, Edward, Nina and two who died in infancy. Amid the wilds of Mis
souri and Arkansas he grew to manhood, and as there were no free schools his 
education was limited. After the death of his father he made his home with 
Grandfather Holt until grown, and then engaged in farming for himself. He 
was married in 1860 to Miss Jane Magness, a native of Marion County, Ark., 
of which her parents, Joseph and Patsey Magness, were yery early settlers, 
being obliged to cut their way through the cane to locate on \Vhite River. 
There they improved a good farm and spentthe remainder of their lives, dying 
before the war. They reared twelve children. To Mr. Pumphrey and wife 
was born one child, a daughter, now Mrs. Thomas R. Cantrell. During the 
war most of ]\fr. Pumphrey's time was spent at Springfield, Mo. He was not 
subject to military duty, as he had had poor health for five or six years. After 
the war he returned to Arkansas and lived in Marion County, on \Vhite River, 
where he followed farming and stockraising until 1872. He then came to 
Lead Hill and engaged in the mercantile business under the firm name of 
Pumphrey & Coker. continuing this for a number of years. They. then t.ook 
in vVilliam A. Pumphrey, and in ISSI, the present firm was estabhshed, smce 
which time a flourishing business has been done, this being ?ue of the stror:g
est firms of the county. Aside from this 1\11'. Pumphrey IS engaged qUite 
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extensively in farming and stockraising. He started in life with .little else 
than a pair of willing hands and a determination to succeed, and 1S now 511le 
of the substantial men of the county. He is also a member of the firm of Can
trell, Magness & Co., general merchants, cotton buyers, etc., at \Vestern Grove, 
Newton County, Ark., and is doing an annual business of $35,000. He is 
very conservative in politics, voting for the man regardless of party, and 
has never cared for office. He is a member of the A. F. & A. M. Polar Star 
Lodge No. 224, at Lead Hill. 

JOHN SHOj{'f. John Short, who is a native of east Tennessee, born in 
Roane County in 1826, but who has long been a resident of Stone County, is a 
son of "Villis and Nancy (Kindrick) Short, who were also natives of east 
Tennessee, where they owned the farm upon which our subject was reared. 
The parents were hard-working, industrious people, and by their thrift and 
enterprise accumulated a fair competence. They passed their cntire lives in 
their native State, the mother dying in 1873. Aaron Short, grandfather of our 
subject, was a native of Kentucky, but early moved to Tennessee, where he was 
an early settler. He was a Revolutionary soldier. Grandfather Kindrick was 
a farmer of Roane County, Tenn., and there he and his wife passed their last 
days. To the parents of our subject were born fourteen children as follows: 
Franklin, an old settler and farmer of Stone County; Elias B., of Greene 
County; Me1sena, the wife of "Vesley McCullah, died in Stone County; Samuel, 
of Christian County; JCJhn, our subject; Jasper, died in Tennessee; \Villiam, 
was in the Federal Army and dicd in Virginia; Edam, of Tennessee; Julius, 
died in Clinton, Mo., since the war; Jackson died in Tennessee; Lauriett of 
Tennessee; Diannah, died in Arkansas, and two others of whom no record is 
extant. In the district school Ollr subject received a limited education and 
remained with his parents until 1850, when he married Miss Lydia Coleman, a 
native of Roane County, Tenn., and the daughter of William and Elizabeth 
Coleman, natives of Tennessee. The following children were born to this 
union: George \V" a prominent farmer of Grant Township this county; Jack
son c., county collector; ::--.; ancy, wife of Andrew O'Bryant, of Christian County; 
Sarah, wife of Joel O'Bryant, of Christian County; Rachel, wife of C. Steele, 
of Stone County; Lucy, wikof Charles Robertson, of l\-1arionville; Huldah, 
single; Viola, and others died in infancy. In 1850, Mr. Short came by water 
to Memphis, then down the river to Searcy County, Ark., from which he walked 
to Greene County, Mo., got a team and went back after his family. The first 
year after coming to Greene County he worked as a laborer and then settled 
on a small claim adjoining his present farm, where he remained for ncarly 
thirty years. Then nearly all his improvements were destroyed by the Marsh
field cyclone and one of the deeds to his farm was found nine miles beyond 
Marshfield. Being rather discouraged at his loss Mr. Short sold that farm and 
purchased the one just below and on this he now resides, owning 200 acres of 
the best land on Spring Creek. He is one of the county's best known and 
much esteemed citizens, and as a farmer and stockraiser has built up quite a 
reputation, During the war he was a stanch Union man and served for some 
time in the militia. He was in numerous encounters with the enemy during 
that time and at one time was captured by the guerrillas, at his house, and taken 
to the James River ten miles away. There he was shot in the head, robbed of his 
effects, and left for dead, After he had been shot, he lay quiet but conscious 
all the time, and he heard one of them remark that they had better shoot him 
again to make sure work of it, but some thought he was dead and so they 
left him. This was late in the evening and soon after they left he got up and 
started for home. Darkness overtook him and he stopped at a neighbor'S, had 
his wound dressed and remained all night. The next day he returned home. 
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Another band, after killing Mr. Short's brother-in-law, Wesley l\IcCullah, at 
his home, came on to our subject's hou~e, yelling and shooting as they 
approached. He was shoeing a horse and on seeing them ran for his gun and 
fired among them, wounding one who was carried off. He followed after 
some of them but a number slipped around to the hOl!~e, took everything they 
could find and fired the beds. The fire was soon extinguished by a neighbor 
woman who was present, but it was fired again and the men left soon 
after. Once after that two of Price's men rode up and called 1\1r. Short out. 
They dismounted and attempted to take away his pistol, but 1\1r. Short resisted 
ane! a severe struggle took place. Mrs. Short, seeing her husband's danger, 
c.ame to hiS rescue and pleaded with them to let him alone. Paying no atten
tIOn to her they continued the struggle anc! the brave woman seizing an ax 
struck at them, grazing one man's head. The latter ned, but the other man 
continued the struggle and Mrs. Short buried tIlt; ax in his back and he fell 
to the ground. MI'. Short then shot him and finished his career. This brave 
wife and mother died in the year 1886. lVIr. Short and wife came to this 
county with little or nothing, and what they accumulated \l'as the result of 
industry and good management on their part. l\'l r. Short is highly esteemed 
in the neighborhood and classed among- the best citizens. l! t.: is a l\lethodist 
in his religious views ,. 

R. S. HOGAN. No man in \Vest Plains is more resJlected and liked than 
R. S. Hogan, who has achieved distinction in politics, and Irho has made a 
name for himself as a public-spirited citizen anc! a promoter of 'new enter
prises. Greene County, Tenn., was the birthplace of ::111'. Hogan. as it was 
also of his parents, James H. and /I.manda F. (Loutrell) Hogan. Jan~es H. 
Hogan was the son of Hiram Hogan, who came from Ireland to this cO\lI1try 
at an early day, and died when his son James lIas but four years old. The lat
ter grew up with a farm experience in Greene County, T t.:nn., attended the log 
schoolhouse of his native county, and farmed there until 1872. From there 
he went to Kansas, but one year later he came to I-fo\\'ell County and located 
Ilcar 'vVillow Springs. He bought a good farm and resides there at the pres
ent time. During the Civil \Var he sen'ed in Longstreet's command. In poli
tics he is an ardent support"r of Democratic principles, and has held the office 
of justice of the peace twelve years. \Vhilc a resident of Tennessee he mar
ried Miss Amanda F., daughter of James Loutrdl, \\'ho died when she was a 
child, but who was an early settler of Tennessee, coming from North Carolina. 
Mrs. Hogan died in 1886. They were the parents of eleven children, all 
reared, and eight now living as follo\\'s: R.S .. subject; David, a farmer, resides 
ncar Willow Springs; Sarah, now l\1rs. Smith, of \Villow Springs; John, a 
farmer ncar Willow Springs; Thomas. farming near \Villow Springs; Alice. 
now Mrs. Daniels, of Willow Springs; Bettie and \Valter at homc. Three of 
the children died, James many years ago, and two daughters, l\Iaryand Louie. 
Mary married 1\11'. Holliway and Louie became 1\1rs. Farris. R. S. Hogan was 
born September I, 1852, and grew up to an active farm life. In IS75 he began 
farming for himself, and wa~ married the same year to Miss Bettie Pulliam. a 
native of Ripley County, Mo., and the daughter of \Villiam Pulliam, who was 
a pioneer in southeast Missouri. Following their marriage Ollr subject and 
wife located on a farm near Willow Springs and tilled the soil there for ten 
years. He met with good Sllccess as a farmer and then took a position as 
deputy collector in Howell County under \Villiam C. Green. In 1886 he was 
elected to the office of county clerk by the Democratic party, of which he 
has long been an ardent supporter, but he also received many votcs from the 
Republican party. In 1890 he was recleGtecl to the same office by a majority 
over the four candidates in the field. He is a very popular man in the county, 
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and as a public servant has pleased his constituents. Mr. Hogan is vice-presi
dent of the ~est Plains Bank, and has been connected with it for about seven 
years. He IS a representative man of the county and probably knows more 
men witHin its borders than any other man. He has been a master Mason 
since 1872, or since his twenty-first year, and has held office in the lo~ge. .~e 
represented the commanderyand chapter in the Grand Lodge of Mlsso.ul"l In 
1894, and is now holding the office of king in the chapter and warden. In the 
commandery. Mr. Boo-an lost his first wife in 1886. She left three children: 
Flora, Mary and Dick. '" His second marriage was with Miss Christa Minnich, 
of Oregon County, a daughter of Philip Minnich, who is deceased. Mr. and 
Mrs. Hogan have three children: Edward, Jack and David. 

CAPT. JARED E. SMITH. This prosperous merchant of Roy, Mo., was bom 
in Tennessee, October 8, 1826, a son of William P. and C. (Patterson) Smith, 
who were bom in North and South Carolina, respectively, were pioneers of 
Tennessee and moved from that State to Texas in 185 I, settling in Ellis County, 
where both were called from life. They reared eight children; Jared E.; Ben
jamin Franklin (deceased); Henry W. (deceased); William H., who is a resi
dent of Texas; Melissa, and the following daughters, who are dead: Mary 
J.; Eliza A. and Ona. The subject of this sketch is the only living member 
of the family except William H. and Melissa, both of whom were alive in 
1873· Jared E. grew up and was married in Maury County, Tenn., to Miss 
Sarah R. Mack, a daughter of John and Sarah Mack, the former of whom was 
a resident of Greene County, Mo., and died in Springfield in 1854. In the 
spring of 1851 Capt. Smith came to Missouri and located in Springfield, where 
he made his home until 1882, at whiGh time he became a resident of Roy. His 
attention was first given to the building business, and to him is due the credit 
of having put in operation the first steam power in southwest Missouri in 
March, 1858, consisting of a planing mill, grist mill, foundry and machine shop, 
the machinery of which, bought in St. Louis, was with much labor conveyed 
to Greene County. He operated this mill until the opening of the war and in 
1864 sold it to John Smooke. At the first call for troops he entered the three 
months' service and was in the battle of Wilson Creek. He served in the 
State Militia in southwest Missouri and was captain of Company D, Seventy
second Regiment, E. M. Militia. After the war was over he was elected reg
istrar of lands of the State of Missouri, in which capacity he served four 
years. In 1862 he was elected to represent his county in the Legislature and 
again in 1866, and was county treasurer in 1872. After a time he embarked in 
the wholesale and retail drug business with his son-in-law, J. R. Ferguson, in 
Springfield, which business he successfully carried on until 1872, when he sold 
his drug interests and engaged in general merchandise. In 1883 he came to 
Roy and bought the farm of 280 acres on which he now lives. He also owns 
a dry goods store at this point, which he conducts very successfully and which 
nets him a neat sum annually. He has always been a stanch Whig and Re
publican in politics and by the Republican party he was elected to the State 
Legislature in 1888 from Douglas County and served with distinction in that 
body. He and his first wife became the parents of six children: Christiana, 
wife of J. R. Ferguson, of Springfield; Florence J., wife of R. J. Patterson, a 
merchant of Branson, Taney County, Mo.; Eliza Narcissa, wife of John Kin
trea, a merchant of Bradleyville, Taney County, Mo.; Laura ]., wife of Louis 
Huffman, of Douglas County; William F., who is a merchant of Indian Terri
tory, and John M., who is clerking· in a bank in Springfield. Capt. Smith is 
engaged in farming, stockraising and merchandising and is one of the wide
awake, prosperous business men of the county. In whatever section he has 
resided his influence has been felt and he was one of the men who were in-
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strum ental in the establishment of the Frisco and Fort Scott & Memphis rail
roads. He chose for his second wife Miss M. A. Hartin and their nuptials 
were celebrated on October 8, 1890. The Captain is a member of the Chris
tian Church and soc~ally belongs to the Springfield Lodge of the I. O. O. F. 
and the G. A. R., belIlg quartermaster of Roy Post No. 307, Department of 
Missouri. . 

HEN]{Y C THO:'IAS. James Township, Stone County, 1\10., has its full 
quota of vigorous. enterprising, thoroughgoing agriculturists, whose popularity 
is based upon both their social qualities and their well-known integrity and 
unusual industry. None among them is more popular or has worked more 
perseveringly than he of whom we write. Like at least one-half of the citizens 
of the county, Mr. Thomas is a native of Tennessee. born in Monroe County, 
in the month of December, 1848, to the union of George \\'. and Sarah A. 
(Smallin) Thomas, both natives of Monroe County, Tenn., the father born 
September 15, 1819, and the mother 1\Tarch II, 1819. They were married in 
their native county and resided there until 1854. \\'hen they came by wagon 
to Greene County, Mo., and rented land on Grand Prairie for two years. 
After that the father purchased a farm on Wittenberg Prairie and there 
spent the remainder of his days, as a successful agriculturist. He served ten 
months in the militia during the war, and was in the Springfield fight. In 
religion he was a Baptist and in politics a Democrat until the war, after which 
he espoused the principles of the Republican party. His father, Jonathan 
Thomas, was born in North Carolina, and died in Monroe County, Tenn., in 
1857. He was of Irish descent. Grandfather Smallin and wife died in 1\Ion
roe County, Tenn., and left their children considerable property. The mother 
of our subject died OIl February 7, IS80, and for many years was an earnest 
member of the Baptist Church. Her husband. George \V. Thomas, died 
August 29, 1892. Ten children were born to Mr. and 1\lrs. Thomas. as follows: 
James M., a farmer of Greene County, sen'ed three years in the Civil \\'ar, 
first in Company E, Fourteenth Missouri Ca\'alry, and later in the Eighth ':'lis
souri Cavalry. Company 11'1, remaining in the same until close of war (he was 
wounded in the battle of Neosho, Mo.); Jonathan was in Company E, Eighth 
Missouri, and was killed in southwest Missouri, \I'hile pursuing 300 bushwhack
ers; Lavina is the wife of Robert Mason. of Dallas County, :'10.; Lucretia, 
single; Henry C, subject; William, a farmer of Greene County, :.\10.; Trophenia, 
wife of Simon Dodd, of Greene County; Elizabeth. wife of Hiram Hardman, 
of Greene County; Harrison, a merchant of Greene County, and Lorenzo, of 
Greene County. The early education of our subject was received in the com
mon school. He assisted on the farm until 1869, when he went to Carroll 
County, Ark. On the 23d of December, same year, he was wcdded to l\Iiss 
Almeda ;'1'1. Surber, a native of Mexico. Mo., and the daughter of H. B. and 
Elizabeth Surber, who moved from Kentucky to 1\lexico, !\Io., at an early day. 
Later they settled at Springfield. Mo., remained there until after the war, and 
are now living at Ash Grove. Mr. Surber has followed milling nearly all his 
life and has met with fair success. He is the father of !i\'e children: David 
vViley; Nannie, wife of James Doss, of Ash Grove; Mrs. Thomas; Bettie, wife 
of O. \V. Perryman, of Ash Grove; and Eliza. who died young. The father of 
these children \Vas born in 1829 and his wife in 1830. Our subject's union has 
been blessed by the birth of six children, viz.: Florence E. Iwife of T. 1. Jen
nings, of Stone County, to whom one child was born June 20.1892, which died 
September 30,1893); Henry W., who died September 10, IBn: Xora A.: James 
\V.; William O. and Ida E. Mr. Thomas resided in Arkar;sas until 1871, when 
he moved to his present farm on \Vhite Ri\'cr, twenty mil<;s s01;lth of Galena. 
where he has 173 acres, upon which he has made the most of the lmprOYements. 
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From 1882 to 18<;0 he lived at Galena, and during that time was deputy sheriff and collector under E. N. Butler. He is a genial; social gentleman and has many friends. Socially he is a member of Galena ~odge NO·5 I 5, -0-. F. & A.M., and politically he is a Republican and a~ active worker for his party. His farm is rich bottom land and very productive. HON. HENDE!<SO)O; MASSIE, whose fine farm in Pike Creek Valley, Carter County, is an object of admiration to the section, carr:e originall):' from the Buckeye State, his birth occurring in Jackson County lil 1833. 1-.11S parents, Lewis and Sarah (Mackley) Massie, were natives of Virginia and Ohio respectively, the father born in 1797. and the mother in 1807. Mr. Massie came to Ohio when a young man, married there, and there made his home for mar:y years. Late in life he moved to Carter County, Mo., and here hiS wife ched 111 1875. and he in Ig88, when about ninety years of age. They were members of the United Bretbren Church until thev came to Missouri, when they became Methodists. IIIr. Massie followed far{ning all his life, and was an active. industrious and honest citizen. Aside from farming he was also in the iron works for some time. His father, Moses Massie, probably died in Ohio. and our subject has no recollection of him. He and his wife came from Virginia at an early day, and were the parents of a large family. Grandfather, John Mackley. came from Pennsylvania to Ohio, and died in Jackson County when his grandson. Henderson, was a small boy. He was also a farmer. One of his sons, David :'Iackley, was a prominent lawyer, and for some time edited the Jacksoll Stillzliard at Jackson, Ohio. Henderson Massie was second in order of birth of twelve children, ten sons and two daughters: Anderson, who died in Reynolds County, Mo., in 1893; Elihu, died young; Nathan. a farmer of Carter County; Loudon, of Lawrence County, Ohio, was a soldier in the Civil War, as were also Isaac. Gaines P. and Adam of the same county; Vincent. of Carter County; Alfred. died in Shannon County, Mo.; Mary, died in La wrence County, Ohio, when a young lady, and one died in infancy. On his father's farm in Jackson County, Ohio, Henderson Massie grew to manhood, and in that county he recei\'ed a limited education. vVhen twenty-two years of age he was married in Lawrence County, Ohio, to Miss Margaret Evans, a native of \Vales, but who came with her ?arents to this country when young. She was a member of the United Brethren Church, and died in Iron County, Mo., in 1868. Mr. and Mrs. Massie had born to their union eight children, as follows: Mary Frances, deceased; David Lewis, of Colorado; Jane. wife of Chris. Rumberg. of Shannon County, :'10.; Octavia, wife of Marion Vermillion; Maggie. wife of \V. P. Thomason, of Shannon County; Sampson, died in infancy; Nathan. died young. and Henderson. On the IIth of February, 1869, Mr. Massie was married to l'vIiss Sarah E. Stevenson, a native of Kentucky, and the daughtel- of John and Mary Stevenson, natives of the Blue Grass State also. ::\lr. and ]\lr5 Stevenson came to l\lissouri in 1868, and the father died in Shannon, and the mother in Carter Countv. M 1". Massie's second union resulted in the birth of four children: Sarah A~n. wife of John W. Thomas; Mary F., wife of John B. Vermillion; Rosa B .. wife of Newton B. Smith; and Laura M. In 1865 Mr. Massie came to Iron County, remained there one winter. and then removed to Carroll County. where h" re!1:'2.!!Jed one year. He then returned to Iron County, worked in the Pilot Knob Irc.n Furnace for about a veal', after which he came to Carter County. Here he has since lived, engaged in farming, OIl his 240-acre tract. He also owns roo acres in Shannon County. and has about roo acres under cultivation. \Vhile a resident of Ohio M1'. Massie followed making charcoal, and his property is the result. For fourteen years he was an almost constant member of the Carter County Court, eight years of which he was presiding judge. He has always been a Republican in his political views, 
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but has been no politician, never caring for office. He and Mrs. Massie are 
members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and he is a Mason, a member of 
Van Buren Lodge No. 509. 

HARRISON A. HOLLAND, of the firm J. Holland & Co., merchants and 
farmers of Mcponald, Carter County, Mo., is widely and favorably known, 
?oth ~s a bus mess man of great capacity and unquestioned standing and 
Integnty, and a prosperous farmer and honorable citizen. He came originally 
from Lawrence County, Tenn., his birth occurring in 1854, and is a son of 
Thomas and Catherine (McCaskill) Holland, natives of Alabama and Ten
nessee respectively, and both born in the year 1827. Mr. and Mrs. Holland 
first met 111 Lawrence County, Tenn., whither their parents had moved, and 
there they were married. In that countv Mr. Holland spent the remainder of 
his days, engaged in farming, and there'died in 1870. He took no part in the 
Civil War. His father, Harrison Holland, was probably a native of North Car
olina, but went to Alabama and there tilled the soil until his death. Our sub
ject's maternal grandfather, Allen McCaskill, was born in North Carolina, but 
removed from there to Tennessee, and thence to Shannon County, Mo., in 
IRS 5, and there died in 1868, when about eighty-four years of age. The mother of 
our subject came to Carter County, Mo., in 1871, and there died in June, 1888. 
Her children, seven in number, were named as follows: William, of Texas 
County, Mo.; Rebecca, single, died in Carter County; Harrison A., subject; 
James; John; Matthew, died young, and l\'lollie C. Harrison A. Holland 
received very little schooling while growing up, on account of the war and the 
death of his father. He came with the rest of the family to Carter County and 
was there married in 1878 to Miss Lucinda Larimore, who was adopted and 
reared by Mrs. Allen McCaskill. Seven children have been born to this 
union: Mary, John Thomas, Rebecca, Harrison, Pol etta Jane, Lydia Bell, and 
Orta, died in infancy. Since his marriage Mr. Holland has lived on the old 
farm, three miles above McDonald, where he and his brother own 300 acres of 
excellent land. He and his brothers have also been engaged in merchan
dising for about nine years, first at Van Buren and since the railroad was built, 
at McDonald, under the firm name of J. Holland & Co. They also own a grist 
mill at McDonald, and for some time were in the lumber business. Mr. Hol
land is postmaster at Peggy and McDonald, and he and I'l'1rs. Holland are mem
bers of the Methodist Church. He is a Democrat in politics and cast his first 
presidential vote for S. ]. Tilden in 1876. 

GEORGE NAPPER. Many of the residents of Christian County, Mo., are of 
British birth and have engrafted upon western ways the habits of the sturdy 
Saxon race. George Napper was born in England about fifty-nine years ago, 
and when young learned the blacksmith's trade, following the same for about 
thirty-two years. For some years he was in the service of the British Govern
ment, but alJout 1870 he came to the United States and for about three years 
resided at Rock, Wis., where he worked at his trade. Thence he moved to 
Christian County, Mo., and located north of Billings, where he resided for two 
years, when he moved two and a half miles southeast of that town and made 
his home there until a few years ago, when he removed to Verona. His farm of 
400 acres, near Billings, is one of the best improved tracts in southwest Mis
souri and on it is a good dwelling. Everything about the place indicates that 
an experienced hand is at the helm, for the house an:'! farm are in the best of 
order. Mr. Napper also owns-considerable real estate at Billings and more at 
Verona. He is a thoroughgoing, active business rna::]., and, although he came 
to this country with very little capital, by industry and good management he 
has become one of the substantial men of the county. He was married in the 
old country to Miss Mary A. Peters, who died in 1883. She was an excellent 
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woman and a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church. Their daughter 
is now Mrs. Dr. York, of Billings. Mr. Napper selected his second wife in the 
person of a Miss Brown. 

J. S. JOHNSON. It is always a pleasure to deal with the history of one of 
those grand old families that have for generations been distinguished for 
patriotism, genuine Christianity and strong characteristics which have made 
them prominent wherever they ha\'e settled. J. S. Johnson, who has been a 
resident of this State siI1ce 1868, and of Ozark since 1873, is descended from 
an old and prominent Virginia family. His grandfather Johnson was a native 
of the Old Dominion, and a soldier in the Rewllutionary \Var, as were other 
members of this family. David Johnson, the father of our subject, was also 
born in Virginia and was a soldier in the \Var of 1812 under Gen. Harrison. 
He took part in the battle of Tippecanoe. All his life was spent in farming 
and he became fairly well off. In politics he was a vVhig. He was married to 
Miss Frances IVlcDaniell and subsequently emigrated to Indiana, where six 
children were born, our subject being one of these. By a previous marriage 
the father reared a family of twelve children. The father and mother of 
J. S. Johnson passed their last days in Indiana, the former dying in 1875, and 
the latter ten years later, both quite aged. J. S. Johnson first saw the light in 
Indiana, July I, 1829, and his early life was spent on a farm. lIe secured a 
good education in the colleges of Indiana, and was married in that State to 
1'I'fiss Hannah Dean, a native of Ohio, and the daughter of Vililliam G. Dean, 
who was of a prominent Virginia family. Six children were born to this union, 
namely: William D., who died in this county in 18S4; Z. A., ex-sheriff of the 
county'; Clara J., the wife of David \Volff, of Ozark (see sketch), and three 
who died young. Our subject lost his first wife in 1872, and her J'em,lins were 
interred at Carthage, Mo. 1\11'. J 011n50n's second marriage was with the eldest 
daughter of Judge Samuel Boyd. Previous to his first wife's death Mr. John
son moved to Iowa, and in 1863 to Carthage, Mo., where he resided until 1873. 
He then came to Ozark and was engaged in the mining business. The same 
year he was appointed postmaster at Chadwick, and in 1889, was appointed to 
the same position at Ozark, holding the same until July 17, 1893, and giving 
his whole attention to the office. He has ever been an ardent Republican and 
as a citizen and neighbor no man is more highly esteemed. He is a member of 
Friend Lodge No. 352, A. F. & A. M., at Ozark, and also of the Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church. Mrs. Johnson held membership in the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. She has associated herself with her husband in church 
relations. At the present time Mr. Johnson is engaged in the meat business at 
Ozark, and is succeeding fairly well at this. During the late war he was so 
badly afflicted with rheumatism that he was not able to become a soldier. 
In the spring of 1894 he was elected mayor of the city of Ozark, being the 
recipient of every vote cast at said election. He is a man well posted on all 
the current topics of the day, a great reader, and a pleasant conversationalist. 

HENRY 1. PURDY. In the year 1842 some eight or ten families emigrated 
from Vermont and settled in Jackson County, Ill., forming what was and is 
known to-day as Vergennes Colony. Isham Purdy'S family, consisting of 
father, mother and seven children, formed a part of this colony-three boys 
and four girls, Henry 1., the subject of this sketch, being the oldest son. 
Edwin P. married and has made his home in Carbondale, Ill., and has been 
extensively engaged in the lumber business for the last twenty years. Charles 
W. Purdy, the third son, married and settled in the old neighborhood and has 
resided on his pleasant and fine farm ever since the war. He enlisted at the 
beginning of the war and marched by the side of his eldest brother, Henry, 
and his sixteen-year old son, John VV., making music with his fife and the father 
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and son with thcir drums through many a wcary anu dangerous dar. He 
was clIscharged as (lIsabled In 1863, and was sent home to his familv \I'here 
he resi.des to-day. The girls of the family all married prosperous fal:l;lcrs of 
the nelgh~orhood and still residc in the vicinity of tlwir father's old home. 
After bUYing land and making a small payment thereon the Purdy family, like 
all ncl\' settlers, found themselves very poor and with many obstacles to uis
couragc them in their undertakiug. But that true blue Yankee blood in their 
veins gavc thcm determination to do or die. After living for a winter on a dirt 
floor they managed to budd themselves a comfortable house. and shelter for 
tl:cir. stock, from proceeds earned by the l~oys teaching school in neighboring 
distrIcts. After thiS they prospered and In a few years Isham Pun.h· was a 
prominent man in his county. He rc;tired from active farm life at sixt\·-four. 
and 1Nent to live at Duquoin. Ill.. where he resided at the time of his' death 
in 1883. He was from early recollections a member of the l\Iethodist Episco
pal Church and politically was for benefiting his fellowman. His bo\'s all 
grew up in the Republican doctrine. The mother. Miss Roxcea \Vile\":came 
of one of the first families, and was married to Grandfather Purdv in iS2 I, in 
their native village. Vergennes. Vt.. her family being prominent iil politics in 
the early settlement of V (;rmont. one brother. Clement \Vile\' ha\'in'" sen'cd 
nineteen terms in the State Legislature. She lived to raise ail' her se~ell chil
dren and see them settled in hom(;s of their own, and her grand and great
grandchildren were always welcome visitors to her. She died at their home 
in Dupuoin, Ill.. in 1874. Uf the seven children. six taught school for their 
neighboring counties. After settling in their nell" home the subject of this 
sketch, Henry I. Purdy. then nineteen years old, worked for his father on his 
farm during the crop season. teaching school during the winter months. the 
proceeds of which he gave to his father. He was born in Vergennes. Vt., Feb
ruary 19, 1823. He was married to Jane Davis in 1846. and, like his father, he 
commenced life on a dirt floor and slept on a borrowed feather bed until he 
could buy one. He bought land on time, worked for his neighbors for the 
money to make his payments. and many were the moonlight nights that he 
put in grubbing out his farm, so that when in 1862 he was called to defend his 
country he left his family 240 acres of land out of debt, with plenty of stock 
and tools to carry it on and money in the bank. and his children can point 
back to-day and say. "Uur father owed only $3 at the time of his death. and 
that was to his minister." To his union with l\Iiss Davis were born three chil
dren. viz.: John \Nestley. who entered the army at the age of sixteen as a 
drummer boy and served to the end (he now lives on his farm near l\Iakanda. 
IlL); Elvira I. married R. A. Hall; Amanda E. married Henry H. Stone. and 
both reside at Billings. Mo. After the death of his first wife he married Polly 
Ann Varnum, who was a member of the Vermont Colony. resulting in the 
birth of George. \\"ho died in infancy; Alfred H. and Charles E .. who are mar
ried and live in Billings, Mo .• and Alice 11,1., who married Da\-id 2'11. O\\'el1 and 
died in IS8~. When the Civil War broke out l\Ir. Purdy enlisted in Company 
K. Seventy:third Illinois Volunteer Infantry. and was in active service until 
he died in the hospital at Bowling Green. Ky .• January 33. 1863. He \\"as a 
member of the Methodist Episcopal Church. a stanch Republican. a man \\'ho 
took a deep interest in the welfare of his fellowman and his c.ountrr. His 
widow married Phillip Griffin in 1865; moved to southeast l\llssoun, where 
their only child (David) lives now. Mrs. Griffin died at Clarkton. l\lo., ] uly 
15. 18;2. . . . 

CHARLES E. PURDY. Among the reputable men of BIllings. l\10 .• who. 111 

their conduct of business matters and the duties belonging to the variol1s 
relations of life, have acquired a worthy name, is Charles E. Purdy. the 



4340 A REMINISCENT HISTO!{Y 

efficient, intelligent and energetic mayor of that place. Although young in 
years he is ol.d in experience, and is one of the leadir:g .spirits of the city, 
cruardinO' its interests and furthering all worthy enterpnses. Mr. Purdy came 
~riginalfy from Jackson County, Ill., born April 5, 1860, and is a s.on of Henry 
1. and Polly A. (Varnum) Purdy, natives of Vermont. His grandfather, Isham 
Purdy, was born in Vergennes, Vt., in the year 1800, and died in Illinois when 
eighty-three years of age. His wife, Roxcea (\Viley) Purdy, who was also a 
native of the Green Mountain State, died in the same house. They were the 
parents of seven children: Henry I. (subject's father), Edwin P., Chas. VV., 
and four daughters. Grandfather Purdy followed the occupation of a farmer, 
and in 1850 came to Illinois, where he entered land. The Purdy family is of 
Puritan stock, the ancestors settling in New England at an early date, and were 
prominent in the early history of the colonists. Henry 1. Purdy came with 
his father to Illinois in the forties, and there a small colony was formed from 
the people from their native town in Vermont. Henry 1. married Miss Polly 
Ann Varnum, whose parents came from Vermont with the colony, and when the 
Civil War broke out he enlisted in Company K, Seventy-third Illinois Vol
unteer Infantry, and was appointed corporal. Soon after he en listed he was 
taken sick and died in the hospital at Bowling Green, Ky., in January, 1863. 
He wa5 a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and in politics was a 
strong Republican. He held a number of offices in Jackson County, and was 
a man who took a deep interest in all worthy matters. His father was a noted 
musician in his day, and was probably a drummer boy in the \\iar of 1812. 
The mother of our subject died at Clarkton, southeast Missouri, July 15,1872. 
Four children were born to her marriage to Mr. Purdy: George, who died in 
infancy; A. H., a prosperous business man of Billings; Charles E. (subject); 
and Alice M., who died in 1885, and who was the wife of Da\'id !VI. Owen, of 
Billings. The mother was married the second time to Phillip Griffin, and one 
child was born to this union, David. Our subject spent the first five years of 
his life in his native town, and then went with his mother to Missouri, settling
with her in Clarkton, Dunklin County, where he remained until thirteen years 
of age. His mother's death occurred at that time, and he and the other 
children went to Illinois to live with an uncle, Edwin P. Purdy. There he 
grew to manhood, and was educated in the public schouls of Carbondale and 
the Southern Illinois Normal University. Later he worked at the lumber and 
saw mill business, and still later engaged in merchandising, continuing the 
same until 1884, when he came to this city. In January of that year he opened 
up a general store, and continued this successfully until May, 1893, when he 
sold his entire business to the Billings l\lercantile Company. Previous to this, 
in April, 1892, he was elected to the office of mayor of Billings, and the same 
spring he was made a member of the school board. He has also been 
appointed justice of the peace and notary public, which positions he now fills 
with credit. He is also at the present time in the real estate, loan and 
insurance business, and is making a complete success of this. He has large 
additions to the city, embracing about ninety choice building lots, which arc 
building up quite rapidly, and besides he owns considerable town and farm 
property. Mr:. Purdy is an experienced, practical man of business sagacity 
and tact, and has developed a solid connection in all branches of the real estate 
business. Socially he is a member of the A. O. U. W., and of the Select 
Knights of the same order, and is one of the most prominent members of that 
order. He is also a member of the Knights of the Horse. On the 9th of May, 
1386, he was married to Miss Mollie Stow, a native of Christian County, Mo., 
born January 27, r86g, and the daughter of S. H. and Louisa (Green) Stow, 
the mother only now living. Mrs. Purdy is one of ten children, all of whom 
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are living in southwest Missouri. Mr. and Mrs. Purdy have a fine home on 
Pine Street and Washington Avenue, and are the parents of three children: 
Lola, Irene, and Roxcea Wiley. Mayor Purdy and wife attend the Christian 
Church, and the latter is a member of the same. In political matters Mr. 
Purdy is a strong Republican, and the family for a number of generations were 
Republicans and Whig~. He is one of the leading men of the city, has its 
interests at heart, and IS filling his present position with credit to himself and 
h is constituents. 

HENRY C. AMBROSE. .A la.rge class of the farmers of Stone County, 1\:10., 
lead such modt::st and qt\let lIves as to be seldom heard of outside of their 
own townships. They are doing fine work in their own community, but do 
not care to mingle in the more public matters of political life, as they wish to 
devote all their time and energies to the cultivation of their farms and the 
development of the resources of their lands. Such men de,erve more men
tion than they ordinarily receive, and we are pleased to present here one of 
them, in the person of Henry C. Ambrose, who resides in James Township. 
His parents, Merida and Ann (Clark) Ambrose, were natives of Kentucky, 
born in 1805 and 1803 respectively, and in that State spent their entire lives, 
the former dying about 1881, and the latter March 16, 1891. Mrs. Ambrose 
was a member of the Primitive Baptist Church. Mr. Ambrose was a farmer, 
and although left an orphan at an early age and reared by an uncle, was pos
sessed of an unlimited amount of perseverance and industry which brought 
him in good returns and left him in easy circumstances. In politics he was a 
\Nhig until after the war, when he beame a stanch Democrat. Our subject's 
maternal grandfather. Henry Clark, was born in Tennessee, but moved to Clay 
County, Ky., where he followed farming. He was of English extraction and 
for many years a minister in the Primitive Baptist Church. He died about the 
time our subject grew into manhood. His wife died during the war when 
more than eighty years old. Henry C. Ambrose was born in Clay (now 
Owsley) County, Ky., in 1837, and was the fourth in order of birth of their 
nine children. William died in Kentucky many years ago from disease con
tracted during his service in the army; Sarah Jane was the wife of Jasper 
Morris and died in Carroll County. Ark.; John, died in Daviess County, Mo., 
about 1891 (he was elected a lieutenant in the Rebellion, but was rejected 
for physical reasons); Henry C.; Mary, wife of John Wilson, of Kentucky; 
Marion died in Carroll County, Ark., he was a soldier in Company C, Forty
seventh Kentucky Infantry, during the war; Barton P., of Kentucky, was a 
soldier in the same command; Martha, wife of Delaney Wilson, of Kentucky; 
and Catherine, wife of Thomas Scrivner, of Kentucky. The original of this 
notice was educated in the common schools and for eight years, after reaching 
his eighteenth year, practiced dentistry. He then gave that up and engaged 
in agricultural pursuits.. In 1858 he came to Daviess County, Mo., and the 
following year was married in Ray County, to Miss Emily Slater, a native of 
Ray County, and the daughter of Thomas and Catherine (Moore) Slater. 
Twelve children were the fruits of this union: Franklin B., of Stone County; 
Merida, of Carroll County, Ark.; John F. of Barry County, Mo.; Dora A., 
wife of Robert Rose, of Stone County; William J. went to Arkansas a few 
years ago and nothing is now known of him; Mary C.; James M.; Martha J., 
wife of Andrew Turner, of Stone County; Clement, Thornton, Myrtle and 
Henry. After his marriage Mr. Ambrose resided in Ray County for a year 
or two and then returned to his native State for his health. In 1875 he moved 
to Carroll County, Ark., and in 1889 came to St?ne County, Mo., where he ~as 
since resided on his present farm. This consists of 180 acres, twenty mIles 
south of Galena on White River. It is the result of his industry and labor. 
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In connection with farming he is also engaged in stockraising and is doing 
well. In 1863 he enlisted in Company C, Forty-seventh Kentucky Infantry, 
and served as quartermaster sergeant. He enlisted for twelve months, or 
during the war, and served about eighteen months in Kentucky, being mus
tered out at Richmond, Ky. For eight years he was postmaster at Polo, Ark., 
and is now justice of the peace of James Township. He was formerly a 
Mason for many years. In religion he is a Primitive Baptist and in politics 
a Democrat, although formerly a \Vhig, casting his first vote for Bell and 
Everett in 1860. 

JUDGE \VILLI.Ur KEE);ER. Success in professional life is cautiously be
stowed upon people by the goddess, who, in a measure, guides and invariably 
decorates man's efforts. And this success is more apt to come because of the 
pursuer's genius or adaptability for his calling than from any other cause. 
This is particularly the case in law, a profession which Judge William Keener's 
talents caus-ed him to adopt when starting out for himself. He is now a 
prominent attorney at Lead Hill, Ark., and United States commissioner for 
the \Vestern District of the State. Judge Keener came originally from the 
Keystone State; born in Slate Lick Armstrong County, November 30, 1833,and 
is a son ot John and Sarah (Hetselgeser) Keener, also natives of that State, 
the father born in ,804 and the mother in J821. The grandfather, John 
Keener, was also a Pennsylvanian by birth and passed his entire life as a 
farmer in that State. He served his countrv in the \Var of 1812. His father, 
Christian Keener, also a native of Pennsylvania, was a soldier in the Revolu
tionary \Var. The Keener family originated in Switzerland, cleven brothers 
of that name having emigrated to America at an early day and located in 
Pennsylvania. Our subject's maternal grandfather, \Villiam Hetselgeser, was 
a Pennsvh:ania Dutchman and a wealth" and influential farmer and stockman. 
Hc reared a family of fourteen children. His wife's parents, \Villiam and 
Sarah Beatty, were natives of the Emerald Isle, but came with their parents 
to America and settled with them in Pennsylvania. The six children born to 
our subject's parents, two sons and four daughters, were named as follows: 
J01m R., a farmer of Pennsylvania; Jane, wife of Joshua Galbraith; Samh, 
wife of Abe \Veaver; Lavina, wife of Linton \Vilson, and J\falinda, wife of 
'Nilson Linton, of Missouri. Judge William Keener, the eldest of the above
mentioned children, recei\'cd a good common-school education and when 
twenty-two years of age began to read law, being admitted to the bar two 
years latcr. He practiced in his native county until 1865, whcn he emigrated 
to Missouri and practiced in that State until 1870. He then came to Yellville, 
Ark., and since 1876 has been a resident of Lead Hill, where he continues his 
practice and where he is well known as the best-posted attorney in northern 
Arkansas. He has been a notary public ever since he came to Arkansas. In 
1874 the Judge was appointed United States commissioner of the Eastern Dis
trict of Arkansas, bl1t he now holds that position in the \Vestern District, hav
ing held the office for twenty years. In the year 1884 he was the Republican 
candidate for Congress of the Fourth District and received 3,000 more votes 
than any other Republican ever received in the district. In 1890 he was a 
candidate for circuit judge and carried three Democratic townships in Boone 
County and also carried two out of the five counties in the district. He has 
always been a stanch Republican and an active worker for his party. For
merly he was an Odd Fellow, but has not affiliated with that order since living 
in Arkansas., Judge Keener was married in 1856 to Miss Sarah Sarver, a native 
of Butler County, Penn., of which State her parents, Jacob and Leah Sarver, 
were natives also. To Judge Keener and wife were born eight children: Emma 
L., died in 1893 (she was the wife of Jack Smith, of Aurora, Mo.); Sarah A., a 
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brilliant and accompl~shed young lady, died at Yellville, when sixteen years of age; Martl:a A.,.w.de of E. J. Rh.odes; Linnie, wife of James H. Gray (see sketch); Carne; WIllIam J.; John }J. and Milton M. 
. W[LLlA~~ THoMJ;'so~. ~he man from Tenness~e has always been a potentIal element m the cI,vIllzatIOn and development of. Missouri, and in early days alo~g t~1e woodsman s traIl came ~en of al! avocat.IOns and of every degree of socIal Ide. No better blood ever mfused pIOneer lIfe; no sturdier arm ever set about the task of subduing the wilderness and no less vigorous mental activity could have raised a great commonwealth, amid the unbroken elements of nature, within. the limits of half a century. 'William Thompson, who is one of the pioneers of the county, is now retired from the active duties of life and is living in peace and quiet at Billings. He was born in Williamson County, Tenn., May ro, 1832, and IS a son of Thomas and Lucinda (Baker) Thompson, natives respectively of Indiana and Kentucky. The parents moved to Tennessee at an early date and there passed the remainder of their davs. The Thompson family is of Scotch-Irish and the Baker family of Irish -descent. Our subject was one of nine children as follows: Hugh, Elizabeth, Joseph, Nancy, Richard, Alexander, Jane, William and Lucinda. Joseph, Alexander and our subject were in the Civil War, while Hugh, Joseph and Richard participated in the Mexican War. . The only ones now living are Alexander, Richard, William and Lucinda. Richard resides on the 'Wilson Creek battleground in Christian County, and is engaged in farming. During his youthful days our subject attended only private schools and when he had reached mature veal'S he married Miss Marv A. Meacheam, a native of Tennessee and the daughter of Green and Eli7.abeth (Cowen) Meacheam. l\Ir. and Mrs. Meachearn died in Tennessee and after marriage their daughter came with our subject to l\Tissouri. This was in 1854, and they settled in Dunklin County, where they remained until 1856, when they moved to Greene County, locating on Wilson Creek. In [862 Mr. Thompson enlisted in the Home Guards at Springfield and was on guard during the Wilson Creek battle. After this he enlisted in the Fourth Missouri Cavalry of volunteers and served three years, ranking as sergeant and taking part in the Marmaduke and Springfield fights. He was disabled in the former fight. his horse falling with him and breaking his arm between the elbow and wrist, but he was not discharged until the expiration of his term. After this he followed farming and part of the time was engaged in merchandising in Christian County, near Billings. He was with Kelson on the campaign after bushwhackers through Christian, Taney and other counties, and was in many a skirmish and fight under that leader. Mr. Thompson retired from active farm life about 1879 and carne to Billings, and part of the time since has been engaged in the hardware business. He has also been engaged in general merchandising and the harness business, and has been successful in all. He and his wife are worthy members of the Congregational and Christian Churches respectively. They have reared five children as follows: Joseph G., a farm.er on Jam~s River; D. F., the com1ty sheriff; William, a painter of Billings; OZlas, clerk 111 store; Nan~y, t~le v,.'lfe o~ ~Ir. T.hornton. Since the war Mr. Thompson has been a RepublIcan 111 hIS polItIcal news, but previous to that was a Demo~rat. He is a G. A. R. man and comn;.ander of Billings Post No. 266, ane! he IS also a Mason, a member of Lodge No. 379 at Billings. In 1875 he ,ras elected to the office of county assessor, served two years and has held other pOSitions of trust. On t~e 4th of January: 1893, he fell and broke his arm 111 the same place where It was broken dunng the war, and it had to be amputated. He is receiving,: pensi?n fron;. t~e Government. Mr. Thompson is the owner of real estate 111 BIllmgs pnnclpally, and IS a wide-awake, energetic citizen. He is deeply interested in all worthy 25 
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nla)\"cn1cnt~ and is at pn:~l'nt budding up Billing:-; \\'():11J.n's Rciicf :\0. 
11 r. and abo a soltlier::-;' ht)lilt.:, and is locd..:ing for a iOfatiun for the sante at 
the 

(lI the 1nerchant is une of the: utlUust 
une of it:-i 1110:;t ;--;ucccssful followcr,:-; at 

:1,10" ;"1. Ricbard:-,. who has bct:n a rc:-;ident ul 
',j":" burn in :\!onn)e Cuunty, Tenn .. :'Ibrch 31, I:-;3G, 

a ~ur: ot and E:i~~ahL·th I l{cufro, Richards. the fonner (if WhU1l1 was 
burn ia 1"':'t.:ntLick,,·, a :-;un uf lUl1I1 Richards. :\Ir~. Richard::. \yas also burn un 
Bil:e Gr:bs ;cui!, ;wd II:lS ,Jau::;hter uf \\'illiam Renfro. The ,ubject uf thi, 
sl.:('td: \\ ;L~ t,o,;CI n . .:ar":-: oLd \\ hcn he \\·a~ left fathcrlc:-;s. and \\"a:-; hut f0urtCl.:ll 

a;.::c ,,\'lH.:n· h:.;, rnutll,}f d;l'\ L !l:c \\'a~ ullt.: of 11\'c :-iOlls and three 
" :-aEl1.1c1. j<,lll). II , l'der, F. :'II.. '\lalliss:~. l\largard and 

l-IJ.I:u":.-;:lT and the ut' this .~h:ctcb \\'cre :--;oldicr:-; uf the Ci\"ij 
\\'ar. The latter c·anlt: tu \Ii:-;:-;.)uri in I;:-;36, while still unnlarricd, and engaged 
In in the Df' ~pringticld, in t;rt:~nc County, and thl.'rc he was 
married a time to Elizabeth, daughter of Jolin and Barthena :'\abktt, 
\\·heJ died in .:\rl.,:ansa:-: and GrL':.:I1C CountYJ 1)10., n,:spL·ctiycly. \Vhcn the \var 

the subject uf t.his :-:.kctcb enlisted in the 'l\\'cnty-fourth :\Iis::;ouri 
Infantrv j anf.! ~ei'\'(;d thrt.:t: nlur1ths in the !--I 0 nH: Cillards. after which he "'\'a~ 
ft)f tb:-l..~(: \"l:\-!.rs in the sc!'\ icc, and wa;-; first cunlrnanded bv~. I-I. Bovd. 
IiI.".: attair~t.:d the rank :-;erg;t:ant uf his ('onlpany. Cornpany l~, and was" in 
the battles ur Tupelo, Pea Ridge. Little Rock, Camde.1, Del'all'~ Bluff. CAton 
Plant, Uld Town Bridge, and had charge of the punta OIl bridge at J ellkin~' 
Ferry until he had destruycd it, during Ilhich time he was on detacilelJ service. 
Lie W;1S an <t.!x(:c:lcnt ;-;oldicr, and sero;ed his country \\"c11 ill the sang-uinary 

Ldween the l'\orth and :-;outh. He received his discharge Uctober 
returned ):OIne, and aftcr a short time moved to L'l\\Tenc<.: County, 

anJ in I~Ci;- tu l)uugIa:-; County. locating on a farrn t\\·o nlilc~ fran) ROlne. 
where he rellHined successfully engaged in tilling the soil until 1372. He 
tht.:n opl'neJ a gCi1l:raI 111ercantile store in Rome, where he has since conducted 
J.n extcnsi\'c bu~inc~s, and js considered. , ... ith ju!')tice, one of the leading n1cr
chants or the cOllnty. In addition to his large and well-selected ~tock uj 
gU(id~ he owns a fine farm of 350 acrc~ at Rome, and an interest in the roller 
wi!;,; at the same He has always been an active member of the Repub-
lican pJ.rty, and to the G. A. R. post at Roy, 1\0. 309· Socially he is 
a member of the O. F., and he and his wife move in the highest social 
.;:irde, of their section. He is a public-spirited man, is popular with all 
ch,.;"es. has held the office of county registrar, and was postmaster at Rome 
for twenty-two veal's. He and his wife are members of church, and he has 
been superinten-dent of Sabbath-school for over twenty years. To himself and 
wif.: the ioHowing children have been born: :\Iarcus E., a fanner and miller; 
\\·illiam. who is a farmer and blacksmith of Lawrence County; LOllaJ.. is a 
merchant in the Creek :'\ation: lames M. is a farmer and li\'es in Rome; E. S. 
is a farmer of the Creek :'\ation; :-;herman is a farmer at Rome. and also assists 
l;is father i,n ,the store; and Robert, who is at home. Samuel and a baby 
Gau~htcr {liea young. 

),1. S. ::\E\"TO~. In _\rkansas on the 28th oi March, I8S7. was born 
the successful mercha'l1t and one of Doug-las County's coming men. 1\,1. S. 
::\cwtoll. .At an carly age :'Ill'. :\ewton began to assume the practical duties 
of a business life, and by diligence, good habits and a judicious usc of natural 
tact. has de\'cloped a character which will tell for usefulness in his day and 
generation. He has acquired a commercial standing which portends for him 
that prosperity and rank among his fellow-men vouchsafed atone to those who 
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mo\-ements and is at present building up Billings \Voman's Relief Corps No_ 
I II, and also a soldiers' home, and is looking for it location for the saflle at 
the present time_ 

F. M. RICHARDS. The calling oj the merchant IS one of the utmost 
importance in any community, and one of ib m' )st successful foll~\Vers at 
Rome, Douglas County, I\Io., is F. 1\1. Richards, who has IJeen a reSident of 
the county since 1867. He was born in Monroe County, Tenn., l\I:1.rch 3 1 , U'.36, 
a son of Frederick and Elizaheth (Renfro I Richart!;;, the tonner of WhOIll was 
born ill Kentucky, a son of r ohn Richards_ 1'vIrs. Richards was also born Oil 

Blue Grass soil, and was a llaughter of \Villiam Renfro_ The subject of this 
sketch was but two \'ears old when he was left fatherless, and was but fourteen 
years of age when" his mother died. He \Vas Olle of five sons and three 
daughters: Samuel, jolll), llallo\\,ay, Peter, F. 1\1., l\lallissa, l\1arg-an:t and 
i\Ia;tha. Hallowavand the subject of this sketch \\cre soldicrs of the Civil 
\Var. The latter c"ame to i\lissol;ri in 11)56, \\'hile still unmarried, and cngaged 
in farming in the vicinity of Springfield, in Greene County, and there he IVas 
married after a time to .\Jiss Elizabeth, daughter of John and Barthcna l'\ablett, 
who died in Arkansas and Greene County, Mo., respectively. \Vhen thc \\'ar 
opened the subject of this sketch enlisted ill thc Tw(,nty-fourth 1\1 issouri 
Infantry, and served three months in the HOllle Guards, after which he was 
for threc years in the regular sen'ice, and was first cOlllmanded by S. I r. Boyd. 
He attained the rank of sergeant of his company, Cumpany K, and was in 
the battles of Tupelo, Pea Ridgc, Little Rock, Camele,], Devall's Bluff, Cotton 
Plant, Old Town Bridge, and hael charge of the pontoon bridge at Jenkins' 
Ferry until he h.ad destroyed it, during which time he was on detached service. 
He was an excellent soldier, and servc,d his country well in the sanguinary 
strugg-le between the North and South. He received his dischargc October 
19, II)GS, returned home, and after a short time moved to Lawrence COllnty, 
and in 1867 to Douglas COlInty, locating on a farm two miles from Rome, 
where he remained successfully engaged in tilling the soil until 1872. He 
then opened a general mercantile store in Rome, where he has since conducted 
an extensive business, and is considered, with justice, one of the leading mer
chants of the county. In addition to his large and well-selected stock of 
goods he owns a fine farm of 350 acres at Rome, and an interest in the roller 
mills at the same place. He has always been an active member of the Repub
lican party, and belongs to the G. A. R. post at Roy, No. 309. Socially he is 
a member of the I. O. O. F., and he and his wife move in the highest social 
circles of their section. He is a public-spirited man, is popular with all 
classes, has held the office of county registrar, and was postmaster at Rome 
for twenty-two years. He and his wife arc members of church, and he has 
been superintendent of Sabbath-school for over twenty years. To himself and 
wife the following children have been born: Marcus K, a farmer and miller; 
\Villiam, who is a farmer and blacksmith of Lawrence County; Lana ]., is a 
merchant in the Creek Nation; Tames 1\1. is a farmer and li\'es in Rome; E. S. 
is a farmer of the Creek ::\ ation; Sherman is a farmer at Rome, and also assists 
his father in the store; and Robert, who is at home. Samuel and a baby 
daughter died young. 

l\L S. NEwTox. In Arkansas on the 28th of March, 1857, was born 
the successful mercha'llt and one of Douglas County's coming men, M. S. 
Newton. At an early age l\Ir. 0i ewton began to assume the practical duties 
of a business life, and by diligence, good habits and a judicious use of natural 
tact, has developed a character which will tell for usefulness in his day and 
generation. He has acquired a commercial standing which portends for him 
that prosperity and rank among his fellow-men vouchsafed alone to those who 
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that died in infancy. The maternal grandparents, nIr. Faine and wife, were 
born in \\'ales and are supposed to have come to this country before the open
ing of the Revolution. They located in t~e vicinity of Petersburg, Va., \Vh.ere 
they followed farming, reared a large family and are supposed to have died. 
After the death of John Cooper his widow continued her Journey to Howell 
County, 110., and purchased the farm on which the subject of this sketch is 
now residing and spent the rest of her life in. this. neighborhood. ~he died 
April 24, 1894, lacking about three days of being ninety: year~ old. Seventy
five years of this time she had been a devout Methodist. She became tl:e 
mother of seven sons and five daughters: John T., was an orderly sergeant In 

Shelby'S army during the war; Sarah J. is the widow of John Perkins, of 
Benton County, Tenn.; Thomas D. was for a short time in the Home Guards 
in Tennessee and is now a farmer of Benton County; Esther A. died in Howell 
County, the wife of Johnl.idsinger; George vV. was a lieutenant in the Second 
Missouri Infantry of the Confederate Army and was killed at Vicksburg; l\1ary 
F. is the wife of Capt. William Howard, of Howell County; Marcus A.; 
Eliza A. died in this county, the wife of William Burton; Harriet N. is the 
wife of l.. J. Burton; Susan is the wife of E. Blandon, of this county, and 
three sons died in infancy, \Villiam, James and Marion. Marcus A. Cooper 
was reared on a farm with the advantages of a common-school education, and 
in July, 1863', joined Company D, Fourth Missouri Cavalry, of Marmaduke's 
command, and later became a member of Parson's brigade and vVood's battal
ion. He was with Price on his raid and also saw service in Texas and l.ouisiana, 
and surrendered at Shreveport, l.a., after which he returned to his home. In 
July, 1866, he was married to Miss Flora J. Killough, a daughter of Milton A. 
Killough (see sketch). Mrs. Cooper was born in Carroll County, Tenn., and 
has borne her husband ten children: Josephine. wife of]. L. Roberts; Emma 
A., wife of J. H. Watts; Robert E. (deceased); John M.; Mollie B.; Frankie 
( deceased); \Villiam R.; Marcus A., J r.; Augusta and Eudoxey. 1\1r. Cooper 
has improved five or six farms in this vicinity and is the owner of several 
valuable pieces of property, among which is the old home farm of 320 
acres near the head of South Fork, eleven miles southwest of West 
Plains. 1\1r. Cooper started without nleans of any kind, save that with 
which nature had endowed him, and through his own good management and 
energy has become one of the leading farmers of the county. He has for 
years been very extensively engaged in stockraising, and is OIle of the most 
extensive dealers in this line in the county, and handled over 1,000 head of 
horses, mules and cattle during the past season. He is a Democrat polit
ically, cast his first presidential vote for Tilden in 1876, and was at one time 
elected public administrator of Howell County, but did not qualify. Socially 
he is a member of Mt. Zion l.odge No. 327, at West Plains, of the A. F. & 
A. ]1,1.. and also belongs to Mazeppa l.odge No. 263, of the 1. O. O. F. He is 
a member of the Congregationall\Iethodist and his wife of the Southern Meth
odist Church. Milton A. Killough, father of Mr. Cooper, was born in Ruth
erford County, Tenn., in 1819, a son of John and Eleanor (Kirk) Killough. 
natives of Georgia and probably Tennessee, respectively, the birth of the former 
occurring in J791, and that of the latter in 1790, their deaths occurring in 
1855 and 1822 respectively. They were married in Rutherford County, Tenn., 
and in 182 I moved to Carroll County, where they both passed from life, 
worthy members of the Presbyterian Church. The father was a farmer by 
occupation and was a soldier in the War of 1812, was justice of the peace for a 
number of years, and was of Dutch descent. \Vhen he was about thirteen 
years old his father died in Georgia, and a few years later his mother also 
passed from life. John Killough was married three times, but Eleanor Kirk 
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became hi.s first wife and bore him fo~r children: Mary, who died in Tennes
see, the widow of ymcent Parsons; MIlt~n A.; John G., who died at the age 
of ntn~te~n, and Samuel D., who died In Ten~essee. William H. Killough, 
who died m Tennessee, was a half brother of Milton A. The latter was reared 
on a farm, received a limited common-school education, and was married Feb
ruary 6,1846, to Mary H.,.daughter of Robert and Mary Porter, who died in 
Carroll Co.unty, T;nn., haVlI;g been bor~ in Chester District, S. C. Mrs. Killough 
was born m the. I almetto Sta!c and died January 14, 1873, an earnest member 
of the Methodist Church. She bo~e her husband the following children: 
James Henry, of Texas; Flora J., wife of Marcus A. Cooper; Ann E., who 
died, the wife of William Burton; Samuel, who died young; Sarah L., wife of 
Lafayette Adams; Frances, the deceased wife of Lafayette Adams; Ophelia 
1., wife of Luselius Burton, of Texas; Harriet, who is the deceased wife of 
Napoleo~ Hawk~ns; Margaret C. and John R. March 31, 1874, Mr. Killough 
was marned to Susan Parker, a daughter of Joseph and Rachel Parker. In 
18 57 Mr. Killough came to Texas County, Mo., and the following year located 
on his present farm in Howell County, which contains 1 18 acres, in connection 
with the tilling of which he has also been engaged in tanning for the past 
twenty years. Against his will he was forced into the Confederate service 
during the IVaI', and was on the Price raid. He is a dimitted member of Mt. 
Zion Lodge No. 327, of the A. F. & A. M., of West Plains; he is a Democrat 
in politics, although his first presidential vote was cast for Harrison in 1840, 
and he and his wife are members in good standing of the Methodist Church. 

W. L. STOWERS. A popular resort for the traveling public and people of 
this city is the West Plains Hotel, which was first opened in 1883. and is con
ducted by W. L. Stowers, one of the prominent business men in the city. 
Mr. Stowers, who is a most genial and obliging host, was born in Marion 
County, Mo., August 2, 1843, son of Samuel and America (\VhaleYJ Stowers. 
Samuel Stowers was born in Virginia in 1805 to the union of Colman and 
Nancy (Conway) Stowers, natives of the Old Dominion. The grandfather 
came to Ralls County, Mo., as early as 1825 and followed farming, but he was 
a manufacturer of machinery while residing in Virginia. He was one among 
the early pioneers of Missouri, and made his home in Ralls County until his 
death in 1853. He was with the old Whig party and was a prominent man in 
the county. His wife died in Ralls County about 1851 or 1852, and they were 
members of the old Ironside Baptist Church. Three daughters and two 
sons were born to them: Anna, Susan, Nellie, Thomas and Samuel. None 
of these are living. Samuel Stowers, father of subject, was a young man 
when he came to this State, this being a year or so before his father came, and 
he settled in Ralls County and married Miss Whaley. From there they 
moved to Marion County, and there Mrs. Stowers died in 1847. Two years 
later Mr. Stowers emigrated overland to California and took his oldest son, 
Thomas Coleman Stowers, with him. He made the trip in about nine months, 
and he and son engaged in mining, meeting with good ~uccess and. becoming 
owners of valuable claims. There Mr. Stowers made hiS home untJ! hiS death 
in 1868. He was a Whig in politics, and while a resident of Ralls County, 
Mo., held the office of assessor. Mr. Stowers was well known both in Ralls 
and Marion Counties and for some time operated a mill in the latter county. 
He was large and portly, and a very pleasant man to meet. The children 
born to his marriaO'c were: Anna B., wife of N. Glascock, of Ralls County, 
Mo.; Argaline died in California; William H. I:I., a ~each~r, died in California 
in 1870. He represented his county in the CalIfornia L:glslature t\I',? or three 
times, and had a very promising future; Preston W. dIed young; \\i. L:, sub
ject; and Nancy V., single, died in California. The mother of these chIldren 
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was a native of Bourbon County, Ky., and the daughter of Edward Whaley, 
who came from Kentucky to Missouri at an early day and located in Marion 
County, where he was a prosperous and well-to-do man, and onc of the very 
earliest pioneers in that part of Missouri. He died in Marion County after a 
long and useful life. Edward \Nhaley was a c5vil engineer by profession and 
a very prominent man in his county. Our subject was left motherlcss when 
four years of age, and he was reared princip,:lly by his grandfather and un.cle. 
He attended the common schools of Manon County and later the McGree 
College, of Macon County, where he. was busily engaged with his studies 
when the war broke out. After leav1l1g college he engaged 111 work on the 
farm of his uncle, and in IS64 emigrated to Montana, where he engaged in 
mining for gold. For two years he followed this, met with success, and 
became the owner of some valuable mining claims, which he afterward devel
oped. In LS66 he sold out and returned to Ralls County, where he was married 
the following year to Miss Bettie Maddox, of that county. Her parents, 
'William and Lorinda (Withers) Maddox were early settlers of Ralls County, 
where the father followed agricultural pursuits. He was a Union man and 
Whig before the war, but afterward became a Democrat. He was a wealthy 
man and slave owner. Mr. Maddox is deceased, but his wife is still living, 
and is now eighty-eight years of age. Mrs. Stowers was born in Ralls County, 
Mo. After his marriage our subject engaged in farming, and after returning 
from Montana, resided in Ralls County from IS66 to ISSI, when he moved to 
Eureka Springs, Ark., where he remained until ISS3, his health being poor. 
From there he came to this city and embarked in the hotel business, which he 
has since continued. Outside the hotel business he and Joseph Knoerle own a 
fruit farm of 114 acres and he is connected with the West Plains and Howell 
County Building and Loan Association and the Missouri Savings and Loan 
Company, of St Louis. In politics Mr. Stowers is a Democrat and a strong 
man in his party. He and wife are connected with the Episcopal Church. 
They have had two daughters: Maggie 0., now Mrs. E. J. Greene, of \Nest 
Plains, and Lorinda E., wife of Joseph Knoerle, of West Plains. Mr. Knoerle 
is a commercial man and represents A. N. Shuster & CD., of St. Joseph. 
Elizabeth Doris is their only child. Mr. Stowers is a member of the K. of P., 
the A. O. U. \V. and K. of H. 

WILLIAM W. COLEMAN. Some men are possessed of such remarkable 
energy and activity that they are not content to do business in as extensive a 
manner as their competitors, but strive onward with restless zeal to excel them 
all and place their own establishment foremost in the ranks of industry. Men 
of this kind are valuable citizens, and are always foremost in advancing the 
public welfare. \Villiam IN. Coleman is a representative man of this class. 
He conducts a first-class mercantile business in Van Buren, Carter County, 
Mo., and this establishment is a worthy example of what energy and ambition 
can perform. Mr. Coleman is a native of North Carolina, born January 4, 
1848, and the son of Anderson and Martha (Allen) Coleman (see sketch of 
father). Our subject was one of a family of children, as follows: Ambrose B., 
who died during the Civil War; Cynthia, deceased, was the wife of Shadrach 
Chilton; W. W., subject; Jas. Spencer, who died in 18S2, left a family; Isaac, died 
during the war; Emilia]., died about the time of the breaking out of the war; 
Amanda, died young; Absalom, is a farmer of Carter County; and John, who 
died in 18S7. Our subject passed his early life on a farm, and received limited 
educational advantages on account of the breaking out of the Civil ·War. 
When he became a man he took up farming, and first located in Reynolds 
County, where he tilled the soil for eight years. From there he moved to Hen
peck Creek and there made his home until 1892, when he embarked in mer-
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chandising, which occupation he has continued since. Both as a farmer and 
merchant Mr. Coleman has been successful, for he possesses the energy and 
perseverance necessary in any calling. In the year 1884 he was elected to the 
office .of county collector, a~d held the same one term. In 1887 he filled a 
term as county assessor, and III 1892 was elected to the office of county treas
urer. He is now a candidate for reelection with every prospect for success. 
He has always been an ardent supporter of Democratic principles, and for the 
past ten or twelve years has been an active worker for his party. He has been 
a member of the Central ~ommitte~, and is active in all good work. In a busi
ness way he has met WIth success, and he owns a farm near Van Buren. 
Socially he is a member of the Van Buren Masonic Lodcre. Mr. Coleman was 
married in Reynolds County, Mo., to Miss Lydia Carter~ a native of Revnolds 
county, Mo., born August 18, 1852, and the daughter of James Carter of that 
county. Mr. and Mrs. Coleman have eight children living and three deceased, 
as follows: Mary C., wife of Chas. Coleman; John A., married and lives on 
Henpeck Creek; Walter, at home; Edward, Lucy J., Henry E., William E. and 
Bessie c., Anna B., died when two years of age, and two died in infancy. Mr. and 
Mrs. Coleman are members of the Missionary Baptist Church, and are highly 
esteemed citizens of the county. Our subject's brother, James S., was formerly 
a resident of Van Buren, and a prominent man in the county. In 1876 he was 
elected sheriff and collector, and reelected two vears later. In 1880 he was 
elected to the offices of county and circuit cierk and recorder. He was a 
Democrat. His death occurred December 13, 1882. Our subject was promi
nent in die Farmers and Laborers' Union, was elected president of the county 
order two terms, and was a delegate to the State Farmers and Laborers' Union 
two terms, tire first held in Springfield, 1VIo., and the last one at Sedalia, Mo. 

HON. JOHN L. GREENE. This well-known and prominent citizen of Pike 
Creek Valley is a native of Roane County, Tenn., where he was born in IS35, 
a son of Theodrick and Mary (Hassler) Greene, natives of Pitt sylvania County, 
Va., and Tennessee. born in 1799 and 1805 respectively. In lSI I Theodrick 
Greene was taken by his parents to Tennessee, grew to manhood there and 
was there married. In IS57 they removed to Marion County, Ark., by wagon 
and there the father spent the rest of his life, being killed during the war while 
at home. He was a Southern sympathizer and by occupation was a farmer. 
He was captain of a company of militia in an early day and led an active and 
busy life. His father, Thomas Greene, was a native of Virginia, but died in 
Roane County, Tenn., a farmer. His wife, Amy (Kissee) Greene also died 
there. They reared a large family and two of their sons, William and John, 
were soldiers in the vVar of 1812. Michael Hassler, the maternal grandfather 
of the subject of this sketch, came to Tennessee from New York in an early 
day, was of German descent, and followed farming and milling until his death. 
H is wife, Agnes Scarboro, also died in Roane County. The wife of Theodrick 
Greene died in Sharpe County, Ark., in 1880, having become the mother of eight 
sons and five daughters: Michael was with Gen. Price during the war and 
is a resident of Boone County, Ark.; Thomas J. died before the war in Roane 
County, Tenn., leaving a family; Jonathan died in California in 1851 or 1852; 
James 1. died in Van Buren, Ark., a Confederate soldier; John was with Price 
during the war and was killed at Boollville, Mo.; John L.; Almeda resides in 
Sharp County, Ark.; Theodrick B. was. killed i? southern :\liss.ouri duri~g the 
war while with Marmaduke; Letha A. IS the Wife of Henry ShIrley of Sharp 
County, Ark.; Amanda died in Arkansas, the. wife ~f ,larr:es ~. Os.burn: }\.\'ery 
died in 1888, having been a Confederate soldIer; MIllIe dIed III chIldhood. and 
Ginsy also died in childhood. The st;bject ofthis sketcl~ wa~ reared on a farm, 
but received common-school educatIOnal advantages 111 Ius youth. He was 
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married in Roane County. Tenn., in IS5S, to Evaline, daughkr of Johnson and 
Rebecca Edgmon. who died in Roane County. Tenn., w.her~ they had ll\'ed 
mall\' veal's. ?IIrS. Greene was born in that county and dled III Carter County, 
Mo.: in 1888, a worthy member of the Missionary Baptist Church. To them 
nine cbildren were born: Almeda. wife of Joseph Ellis, of Carter County; 
~iario!l' Ann, wife or:\1. F. Green, of Oregon; Jonathan; Mattie, wife of 
F, :'II. oi Oregon; Logan, deceased; Elmer; George \V. and Rebecca. 
In :'Ilr. C;recne took for his second wife l\Irs. Nancy J. Kinnard, a daugh-

\\'. SniJer. She was born in Carter County, 1\10., and is a grand
of Dr. lames Snider. She is the mother of three children: F. Bas

ser a:1d L. Bunker I twins I, and \\'illiam ~1cK. In ISSi Mr. Greene located in 
Carter Count" and two years later in Re\'nolds County. From here he 
enlisted .\u:-;ust I, 186l, if': Company F, sixd1 ~lis,;ouri United States Volun-
teer ,operated in southeast ?lIissouri and was in many skirmishes. He 
was near Fredericktown Xo\'ember Ii, IS61, was disabled for further 

was honorably discharged June 30, IS6::!. In IS64 he removed to 
Illinois, where he lived untillS71, working in a wagon shop and farm

then returned to Carter County, :'110., and has for many years past lived 
pre:'ent farm of 4':;0 acres, of which 125 are cleared and under culti\'a

tion. hl i 8,3 he was elected justice of the peace, which office he held six or 
and was then elected to the responsible position of probate judge, 

he filled with ability for four years. For many years he has been 
county surveyor and is now discharging the duties of justice ot the 

peace. Sc,cially he is a :'Ila50n, having been made such in 1866 at Steele
ville, m., in Alma Lodge ):0. 49i, A. F. & c'\. :\1., while said lodge was under 

He was elected the first junior warden after the lodge was 
He sen'ed two veal'S ill the South, when he was elected senior war

den, I.· .. here he sen'ed two }:ears, when he was elected worshipful master and 
a:; master when he removed to Carter County, ::'\10_ He is now a 

Burtn Lodge Xo. 509, A. F. & A. M., in which lodge he has 
been twice elected worshipful master. In politics he was formerly a \\'hig, 

his fir:;t ,"ote for Fillmore in 1856. Since the war he has been Repub
all times. being a stanch supporter of a protective system of the re\'-

\Y. SOt:l)ER. Prominent among the farmers and representative men 
oi :\10., we are gratified to present the name of Mr. John \\'. 
Souder, whost success here has certainh- entitled him to consideration. His 

John and Polly ICarter) Souder, were natives of Pennsylvania and 
. The Souder famil)' moved to the Hoosier State at an 

,and later came to Gasconade County. Mo., where they remained for 
and then moved back to Indiana. . In 1852 they returned to Gas

conade County, made their home there until 1868, and then came to Ozark 
settling miles east of Gainesville, where the father of oursubiect 

took up a homestead. There his death occurred in 1870, after a long and use
ful career. He was a Republican in his political views, Mrs_ Souder died in 
Ozark . in I::iS8. Both were prominent members of the Christian ChUlch, 
in which ::'Ilr. ::;ouder was an eJder, and they were the parents of an old-fash
iom;t1 of thirteen children, our subject being among the youDcter mem
bers of the same. He was born in Washington County, Ind., April 8~ 1846, but 
his scholastic training was received in the State of Missouri. \Vhen fourteen 

(If age he iost his right hand in a mil!, and has had to make his way in 
with one hand since. .-\fter reaching the age of twenty-one he started out 

to do. fur hinb~ILand ii!~st engaged in farming in Gasconade County, where he 
remamed untH Ib6~, From there he moved to Ozark County and took up a 
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homestead, remaining on the same for fifteen years. In 1882 he came to Doug
las County and bought his present farm on Fox Creek. He now has 446 acres 
with about 175 acres under cultivation, and no where in the county can be 
found a better .farm. He carries on stockraising in connection with farming, 
and has met with more than ordinary success in this industry. In politics he 
is a Republican. In 1878 and 1879 he represented Ozark County in the Legis
latiue. He has ever been a stanch Republican, and has been active in all pub
lic affairs. In the year 1868 Mr. Souder was married to Miss Nancy T. 
Riden.hour, a native of Gasconade County, Mo., born October 15,1851, and the 
daughter of Barnell and Susan (Williams) Ridenhour, natives of Tennessee, 
but early pioneers of Gasconade County, where the father died before the war. 
The mother passed away in Douglas County. Our subject's marriage has been 
blessed by the birth of ten children, nine of whom are living: Louise A., 
died young; Nettie R., wife of William F. Sutherland, a farmer and stock man 
of Douglas County; Mary E., wife of Andrew Blankenship, a farmer of this 
county; Isa D., Emma E., Louis E., Homer G., Walter Otis, Pearly T. and 
Goldie G. In the Christian Church Mr. and Mrs. Souder holds membership, 
and in that and in the community in which they live they are held high in the 
estimation of the people. They have taken great pains to educate their chil
dren, and part of the year they live in Mt. Grove in order to give their chil
dren better schooiing. 

A. K. OLIVER. Eminently worthy of mention in this work is A. K. Oliver 
who has devoted his life to farming, and now has a comfortable home and a 
fine estate in Pike Creek Valley. He is a native of Smith County, Tenn., and 
there first opened his eyes on the light of day in 1825, a son of Bluford and 
Polly (Link) Oliver, natives of Virginia, who were born in 1782 and 1784 
respectively, and were reared and married in the State of their birth. They 
eventually removed to Smith County, Tenn., and in that section they resided 
until their respective deaths in 1841 and in 1870. Mr. Oliver was a successful 
farmer and was a soldier in the War of 1812. The maternal grandfather, John 
Link, spent his entire life in the Old Dominion. To the union of Bluford and 
Polly Oliver eight children were born: Narcissa, the widow of John Denney, of 
Oregon County, Mo.; Banks, who died in Smith County, Tenn., in 1876; Warner, 
who died in Oregon County, Mo., in 1859; Susan is the wife of L. B. Cheak. 
of Smith County, Tenn.; Letha, died in early childhood; A. K., the subject of 
this sketch; Martha, of Tennessee; Elizabeth, also of that State. The early 
life of our subject was spent on the old home farm in Tennessee, but he 
unfortunately received very little schooling. At the age of twenty-eight, or 
in 1853, he was married in Smith County. Tenn., to Mary Jane, daughter of 
John Greer, who came to that section from the Old North State, and who later 
removed to Oregon County, Mo., where he eventually passed "over the river," 
his wife's death having taken place in North Carolina. Mrs. Oliver was born 
in North Carolina, was reared principally in Tennessee, and in 1876 was called 
from this life in Oregon County, Mo., after having borne her husband three 
daughters and five sons, who were named as follows: John, deceased; William, 
a resident of Oregon County; Seminas is the wife of George W. Locke, of 
Arkansas; Narcissa is the wife of Joseph Biffle, of Oregon County; Warner, 
is the county judge of the Western District of Carter County; Banks; and 
Samuel Theodore, who died in infancy, and another .::hild that died unnamed. 
For his second wife Mr. Oliver took Mrs. Malinda (Reed) Ellis, who died 
about three years after their marriage, and he then espoused Mrs. Margaret 
E. Turley, by whom he had two children: James Calvin and Letta Josephine. 
Mr. Oliver is now living with his fourth wife, who was Perlina Wines. Mr. 
Oliver became a resident of Oregon County, Mo., in I87!, and seven years later 
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came to Carter County, and has since resided on his present farm of 120 acres 
near McDonald. He has cleared and under cultivation about forty-five acres, 
and as this land is exceptionally ferti~e it yields larger crops ann ual~y tllan 
many more pretentious places. He IS on~ of the best. known men III I Ike 
Creek Valley and is widely known for hIS honesty, faIr ~eahng and f~r hIs 
support of all that is just and right. ~he respect whIch IS accorded hm1 IS 
universal and in every respect well mented. F ormedy a \Vhlg III polItICS he 
has supported the men and measures of the Democr~t party sir:ce the war, 
and in his relicrious \'icws is a !VIissionarv Baptist. SOCIally he IS a member 
of Van Buren Lodge No. 509, of the A. F: & A. !VI. 

Hox. lACOB B. REASEl{. This prominent and successful stockman and 
farmer of Birch Tree, :'1'10 .• was born in Jackson County, Tenn., in 1~37, a SOil 
of Peter and Emeline (Brown) Reaser, who were natives of Virginia, but 
removed to Tennessee with their parents, where they were reared, r<:ceived 
such education as the schools of that day afforded, and were married in Jack
sonColinty.Tenn. In l\1ay, IS22, they came by ox team to Oregon County, i\lo., 
at which time that section was \'ery wild and unsettled, and for a long time the 
most of their marketing was done at St. Louis, 210 miles a\\·ay. Mr. Reaser 
became the owner of a claim in December of the same vear, and followed 
farming and carpentering the remainder of his days. He \\:as an active mem
ber and worker in the Protestant l\Iethodist Church, and he was known far 
and \I'ide as an honest and industrious man. Nothing is known of his fa.ther 
save that he was of German extraction. His mother died in Jackson County, 
Tenn. They were the parents of four sons and four daughters: John, \\'ho 
died at Duquoin, Ill.; Benjamin, who diee! in Jackson County, Tenn.; Abra
ham, who died in Texas; Jacob B.; Esther, who died in Texas, the \\'ife of 
Abraham Hughes; Polly, who died in Illinois, the wift.! of L.]. Hale; l\Iar
garet is the wife of Abraham i\liller, of Tennessee; an(l Barbara, who died in 
Jackson County, Tenn. The maternal grandfather, Jacob Brown, \\'as an early 
settler of Jackson County, Tenn., from Virginia, and died there in 1~48, after 
having followed the life of a carpenter, his wife also passing from life there. 
They reared a large family. The mother of Jacob B. Reaser is still living at 
the age of se\·enty·six years, and makes her home in Shannon County. She 
is a member of the Southern :\Iethodist Chun:h, and is an excellent and kind
hearted woman. She is now living with her fourth husband, P. R. Simpson. 
The subject of this sketch is the eldest of six children: Jacob B.; John B., who 
was a soldier in Price's army during the war, ane! died at Lexington, :110.; 
Elizabeth, wife of D. J. Butler, of Birch Tree, 1\10.; James 1\I. was a soldier in 
the Missouri State Guards, lost a leg at \Vilson's Creek, and died in Oregon 
County after the war; Alex. E. died in Oregon County, leaving a family; \Vill
iam H. was instantly killed in Oregon County by a runa\\'ay team hitched 
to a pia\\'. l\Ir. Reaser has one half-brother, T. B. Brockman. The most of 
the education which Jacob B. Reaser received was acquired by the light of 
pine knots at his parents' fireside, but he also attended school for a short time. 
At the death of his father, he assumed control of the familv affairs which he 
successfully managed until his marriage, which occurred (n Dece~ber, 1857, 
to :\Iiss Frances R .. daughter of Christopher and Nancy Ann Brockman, 
natives of Smith County, Tenn., who came to Oregon Countv, 1\10. in 1855 
where the mother died -soon after. and the father' in 1862, a farm~l'. l\lrs: 
Reaser was born in Smith County. Tenn., in 1840. and after her marriage she 
and :'Ilr. Reaser resided in Oregon County until 1865, when they came to Shan
non County. settled in the woods and improved a farm. For the past fourteen 
years they have resided on their present farm near Birch Tree, consisting of 
347 acres, and besides this he owns 156 acres of the old farm, both places being 
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exceptionally well improved. Mr. Reaser has acquired his property by his 
own good management and energy, and for some time past has been quite an 
extensl.ve feed.er. . He has been postmaster of Birch Tree for six years, held 
the office of JustIce of the peace a like length of time, and has been notary 
p,ubhc for a g~od many years. He was prosecuting attorney of Shannon 
County from I ~82 to 1884, for he had read law for some time, and did a suc
cessful ne.ighborho.od practice. In 1880 he was licensed by the late Judge J. 
R. vVoodslde, and IS now a practltlOner of the Circuit Court. He has made 
Cjuite a study of criminal law, is remarkably well posted in his profession, and 
In hIs management of the cases that have come to him he has shown the best 
of judgment and a comprehensive knowledge of law. He has been a lifelong 
Democrat and worker for that party from a youth, and gained quite a reputa
tion as a "stump speaker" when but twenty years old. InJune, 1861, he joined 
the 1\1 issollri State Guards, and after participating in the battle of Wilson's 
Creek, he joined Company C, Fifth Missouri Infantry as a private, and was 
soon cOI11mis~ioncd a n.:cruiting officer. After raising a company he was 
elected first l~eutenant, and was later promoted to captain, afterward receiving 
OJ·ders. as major and commanding a battalion. His regiment, the Fifth Mis
souri Cavalry, was the last to surrender, at Shreveport. La., June 15, 1865. 
While a captain he was in command of Company H, and operated in Arkansas, 
Missouri, Louisiana and Texas, and was in the engagements at Pilot Knob, 
De Soto, Jefferson City, Boonville, Big Blue, Jenkins' Ferry, Camden, Pine 
Bluff, Jacksonport and others. Ile was not captured or wounded during his 
service, made a brave soldier amI a capable and fearless officer, and gave 
valuable aid to the Confederacy. He is a man of remarkable will power, 
ha;; always been a elose observer, and is possessed of extended and varied 
information. He was drawn into the practice of law by the merest accident, 
for, knowing his intelligence and sound judgment, he was often called upon 
for advice by his neig'hbors, and to arbitrate in disputes arising among them, 
and he began to plead in behalf of his friends in petty cases in the jus
tice court, and it finally led to his taking out a license. He and his wife 
have long been members of the Southern Methodist Church, and he is justly 
regarded as one of the most intelligent and public-spirited citizens of his 
county. In 1::194 he was nominated by the Democracy of Shannon for presid
ing judge, a position he is eminently qualified to fill. 

RUFUS McLELLAND. This worthy citizen has made his home in south Mis
souri and this county since 1851, and by his upright, honorable career has 
won the respect and confidence of all. He was born May 17, 1822, in North 
Carolina, of which State his parents, William R. and Clarissa (Crawford) Mc
Lelland, were also natives. The father was a prominent business man and a 
large slave owner although he prayed for the day to come that would set the 
slaves free. That day he was not destined to see, for he died before the war. 
He passed away in North Carolina, as did also his wife. Our subject was one 
of a large family and he grew to manhood on the old plantation of his father, 
four miles northwest of Statesville, N. C. His education was received in the 
common schools of his day, and he was married in his native State to Miss 
Mira Piercey, daughter of Squire W. W. Piercey, who was a surveyor and 
prominent man in the Old North State. Mr. and Mrs. McLelland came to 
this county in 1851, and were forty-seven days on the road. Mr. McLelland 
stopped at Thomasville, then the county seat of this county, an? ma<;ie the 
acquaintance of Judge Couch, by whom he was persuaded to stop 111 thIS sec
tion of the country. He located in what is now Oregon County, became a 
very successful stockman and made money. At the time of the breaking out 
of the Civil War he was obliged to sell his farm, and he then moved to Greene 
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County, Mo., where he bought a small farm. During the war he held the 
office of county clerk in Oregon County. He bought another farm near Ash 
Grove, and about two years later he returned and located in Oregon County. 
In 1885 he came to this county and located in West Plains, where he built a 
home. Two years later he moved to his farm in this county and there resided 
until 1893, when he again returned to the tOWIl. He is now retired from 
active business. Mr. McLelland has a farm of 333 acres seven miles east of 
\Nest Plains. He is a Democrat in politics and his first presidential vote was 
cast for Polk and Taylor. He enlisted in the army during the Mexican War, 
but it ended before he reached the scene of battle. By his union with Miss 
Piercey he became the father of eight children: \Villiam \V., James R., \Vell
ing-ton, John E., George W., Alfred B., Elizabeth and Eliza. Mr. McLelland's 
second union was with the Widow Crawley, who died soon after marriage. He 
then married the Widow Campbell. Mr. l\IcLelland is a Mason. 

HaN. ROBERT L. COLEMAN. It is the men of broad and comprehensive 
views who give life to communities and build cities-men who have foresight 
and encrgy, pluck and push to forward their enterprises and still retain an 
untarnished reputation through it all. Such a man is Hon. Robert L. Coleman, 
now circuit clerk and recorder and ex-representative of Carter County. He 
was elected to his present responsible position in 1890 by the Democratic 
party, of which he is a zealous member. Previous to this, in 1886, he was 
elected school commissioner, held that position two years, and was elected 
to represent the county in the Thirty-fifth General Assembly of the State. 
At present he is a candidate for the office of circuit clerk and recorder, with 
fair prospects of success. Mr. Coleman is a young man who was born in 
Carter County, 1\,10., August 17, 1863, and the son of Francis M. and Adaline 
(Fancher) Coleman, natives of Tennessee. His grandparents, William and 
Nancy (I-Tackett) Coreman, were probably natives of the Old North State, 
moving from there to Tennessee, and thence to Kentucky, where they remained 
until about 1859. They then moved to Carter County, Mo., and there passed 
the closing scenes of their lives. \Villiam Coleman was a farmer and held the 
office of treasurer of Carter County for a number of years. Our subject's 
maternal grandparents, \Vesley and Celia Fancher, were natives of Tennessee, 
from whence they came to what is now Carter County nearly fifty years ago. 
There they passed the remainder of theil" days, dying before the war. Mr. 
Fa.ncher was a farmer and millwright. Francis M. Coleman was born in Polk 
County, Tenn., in 1836, and in 1859 came to Carter County, Mo., with his 
parents. About the same year he was married to Miss Adaline Fancher, who 
is now about fifty years of age, and nine children were given them, as follows: 
William 0., resides at McDonald; Jeff died young; Robert L., subject; Ten
nessee, who died in 1893, was the wife of Thomas W. Smith of this county; 
Charles \V. resides at McDonald; Lizzie, died in August, 1889, was the wife of 
George \V. Preston; Mary, single; Norman ]., single; and Eva, who died when 
smalL Mrs. Coleman is a member of the Baptist Church. Mr. Coleman has 
ever been a stanch Democrat in politics. He represented Carter County three 
times in the Legislature, and has been one of the most prominent men in the 
county. Our subject passed his school days at Carleton Institute, St. Francois 
County, and at Concordia College in \Vayne County, and when still quite 
young began teaching school. Early in life he was elected to public posi
tions and for about eight years he has held offices in this county. He is an 
unspoiled child of good fortune. Wealth, power and adulation could never make 
him other than he is, a man who is of the people, not above them, possessing 
as he does the instincts of democracy to such a degree that they are a second 
nature to him, and his universal and exceptional popularity with all classes is the 
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best evidence of that fact. He is one of the most prominent young men in his 
county, and is a strong supporter of Democratic principles. Fraternally he is 
a member of Van Buren Masonic Lodge, and is secretary of the same. Mr. 
Coleman selected his wife in the person of Miss Mary Rose, daughter of A. D. 
and Martha J. Rose of this county. Mr. Rose died in 1890. Mr. Coleman has 
made a good start in life, is a public-spirited young man, and his future pros
pects are bright. 

JESSE ANDREWS, one of the most prominent farmers of Douglas County, 
Mo., first saw the light of day in Maury County, Tenn., his birth occurring 
February 10, 1836. His parents, D. F. and Sally (Morton) Andre\\"s, were 
natives of Tennessee, but the grandfather, John Andrews, was born in the 
grand old State of Virginia. He was of German origin and served as a soldier 
in the Indian wars. About the year 1868 the parents of our subject mo\"ed to 
Missouri and settled near Ava, this county, on a farm where both passed the 
remainder of their days, the mother dying in 18i9 and the father in 1881. 
For many years they were earnest members of the Christian Church, and the 
father was a Republican in his political views. Nine children were born to 
this estimable couple, only three of whom are living, two besides our subject: 
Elizabeth, who is Mrs. White, of this county, and Michael H., who is li\'ing 
near Ava. Dming his youth Jesse Andrews assisted in the farm \\'ork at 
home and attended the common schools, where he received a fair education. 
As he had been trained to the arduous duties of the farm it was but natural 
that when starting out for himself that he should choose agricultural pursuits 
as his occupation in life. He began for himself in 18il, a few years after 
coming to this county, and for two years resided near Marshfield. Later he 
settled near Ava, remained there five years and then bought the farm where 
he now lives, seven miles from Ava, where he has 280 acres of good, product
ive land. He also has 200 acres two miles north of that town, making about 
500 acres that he oll'ns in the county. Mr. Andrews started business in a 
sma:U way and by industrious habits and good management has accumulated 
around him many of the comforts and conveniences of life. In following the 
occupation of farming he has not lost sight pf the stock industry and on his 
broad acres may be seen many fine animals. Since the war 1\lr. Andrews has 
affiliated with the Republican party, and during that time has been a strong 
Union man. While a resident of Tennessee he was married to Miss Martha 
Turner, daughter of William Turner, who died in Tennessee Four children 
have been born to this union, Ida L., Carmelia F., Martha A. and Rosetta I\I. 
Ida is the wife of Charles Posey, of this county, and Carmelia married PeFrY 
Tuitty, also of this county. Mr. Andrews has one of the best improved farms 
in the county and is one of the leading men in the vicinity. He takes a 
prominent part in all public matters, and he and family are highly esteemed 
in the community. 

THOMAS R. CANTRELL. One of the famous lines of the great play, "The 
Old Homestead," is "Young blood tells." This expression applies not alone 
to a man's social advancement, but in business life particularly, where the old 
men are dropping out and the younger generation stepping into their shoes. In 
Lead Hill, Ark., the younger generation is in thd,ead in every caIJing, especially 
in the mercantile business, a noted firm being Pumphr('y & Cantrell, of which 
Mr. Cantrell is the junior member. Thomas R. Cantrell was born in Warren 
County, Tenn., in 1858, son of Paris and Rosanna (Frier) Cantrell, natives of 
Tennessee and Missouri respectively. They were married in Tennessee, and 
just after the war removed to McLeansboro, Hamilton County, Ill., where they 
resided for a few years and then removed to Greene County, Mo., thence to 
Christian County, and about 1878 settled in Harrison, Ark. Since then they 
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made their homes in Boone and Marion Counties. For many years the father was engaged in the boot and shoe trade, but he is now engag·ed in agricultural pursuits. He was a Southern man during the war but took no part. FraternallY l\Ir. Cantrell is an Odd Fellow. He is a member of the Christian Church. Mrs'. Cantrell was a lady of cducation and more than ordinary ability. Her death occurred in Boone County, Ark. Seven childrcn were born to this estimable couple, as follows: Merrill J., a farmer of Boone County; Sabrina A., wife of \Villiarn ]. Patterson, of Greene County, Mo.; Thomas R.; Milton C, of Springfield, Mo.; Addie, wife of George F. McCleary, of Lead Hill; Jennie, widow of Calvin Coker, and Howard E., of Springfield, 1\10. Thomas R. Cantrell attended school about two months after he was seven years .old, receiving most of his instruction at home. \VheIl twenty years of age he went into the saw mill business with his father for a short time, and then for a few years followed stock trading in Marion County. In 1880 he married Miss Dora Ann Pumphrey, a native a Marion County, Ark., and the daughter of Lewis R. Pumphrey. Since removing from Marion County, Mr. Cantrell has been engaged in mercantile business at Lead H ill, and he is a thoroughgoing and live business man. Through his management thc present firm has become one of the most prosperous and responsible in the county. They carry a large stock of everything the people need and are doing an annual business of $35,000 at Lead Hill. They also have a store at Western Grove, Ark., under the firm name of Cantrell, Magness & Co., with David Magness as manager, and this house did a business of $35,000 during the year 1893. Mr, Cantrell is certainly a self-made man, for he started ill life with no capital, and by his superior business ability and excellcnt judg·ml!nt has become (Jill! of the substantial young men of the county. He and his partllcr arc extensivl! feeders and shippers of live stock. Mr. Cantrell is a member of Polar Star Lodge No. 224, Lead Hill, A. F. & A. M. 
\V. \V. SCOTT. W. \V. Scott who is one of thc oldest pioneers of Christian County, Mo., has attained the advanced age of four-score years and five, for his birth occurred in Tennessee, December 21, IRog. Honorable and upright in every walk of life, his career has been without blot or blemish, and he is one of the best-preserved, physically and mentally, of the men who have reached his age. His father, Thomas Scott, was a native of that grand old State, Virginia, but at an early day migrated to Kentucky, where he married Elizabeth Jones, a native of North Carolina, Then together they moved to Tennessee, and there the mother of our subject died. The father came to Taney County, Mo., in 1846, or about that time, and there followed farming. Game was plentiful in those days and Mr. Scott often killed cleer and bear. By his marriage to Miss Jones he became the father of eight children, as follows: Betsey A., Dicy A., James H., Wm. W.o (subject), Thomas, Lavina (mother of J. J. Bruton), M. A. and Lucinda. The subject of this sketch grew to mature years in his native State, and was there married to Miss Frances Slate, who bore him six children: Emily]., Margaret E., George W., Thomas T., William R. and Francis. After his marriage Mr. Scott moved to Arkansas. His wife died in Carroll County of that State, and when the war broke out he came to Missouri. He was a guide in the Union Army. His second marriage was with Mrs. Mary]. Parr, a resident of Carroll County, Ark. Three children blessed this union: James H., Eliza J. and John G. Mr. Scott has followed farming for the most part of his life, but at an early day he was a large cattle trader. Many a time has he taken his cattle to St. Louis. He has been an extensive traveler in these parts and is a well-posted man. A Republican in politics, he is a man of good judgment and is considered one of the influential citizens of the county, Both our subject's grandfathers were soldiers in 
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the Revolutionary War. Mr. Scott voted for William H. Harrison and for 
Benjamin I-1arrison. He is living a retired life and has a comfortable and 
attractive home. He also has a .small farm in the county. In his religious 
views he is a Baptist. 

WILLIAM, L.'\<?IlER?·SON. Among the worthiest of the representative busi
ness men of Chnstlan County, Mo., stands the name of William L. Robertson 
whose standing is high for character, ability and enterprise. He is the eldest 
but one of the children born to James W. and Martha J. (Payne) Robertson 
his birth occurring' in Stone County, Mo., February 23, 1858, at the mouth of 
Finley Creek. There our subject resided with his parents until three years of 
age, when they removed to Greene County on Grand Prairie, a mile and a half 
south of Republic and mack their home there for two years. Thence they 
moved to Iowa, where they remained until 1864, when they came to Ozark 
Christian County, Mo. Our subject received the rudiments of an education i~ 
the common school and finished in Drury College. After leaving school he 
engaged in farming and followed that for three years near Ozark, on the 'old 
home place, a mile and a half from that city. He married Miss L. F. Crain, a 
native uf this county, born about four miles north of Ozark, and the daughter 
of one of the uld pioneers, A. C. Crain. (See sketch.") Mr. and Mrs. Robert
son are the parents of three living children and have lost two: Annie S. (died 
in infancy), Ross, Clyde, Myrtle (who died at the age of thirteen months) and 
Arthur. Ross and Clyde arc attending schoo!. Mr. Robertson is now residing 
ill Ozark, where for tell years he has been a member of the aiel firm of J. W. 
Robertson & SOilS. He has been.fairly successful in business, as he was in 
agricultural pursuits, and is highly respected in the community. In political 
matters he is a strong advocate of Democratic principles. Socially he is a 
member of the Masonic fraternity at Ozark, Lodge No, 352, and the 
A. O. U. W. at that place, Lodge No. 257. Both he and wife are worthy 
lIlembcrs of the Christian Church, and he is one of the most reliable business 
men in.the city. 

AJ{REN BltA\,. Among the families who have been residents of Christian 
County since 11'40 we arc pleased to name the one represented by our subject. 
Mark Bray. the father of our subject, brought his family to this county from 
North Carolina in I Ryo and became one of the wealthy and influential citizens 
of the county. Arrell Bray was born in the Old North State November 15, 
11'35, and was fifth in Mder of birth of nine children. He was but five years 
of agc when his parents came to Missouri and he attended the first school in 
this part of the county, it bcing on a part of his father's farm. When twenty
one years of age he started out to farm for himself, but later began working 
in his father's mill at Linden, where he remained for about nine years. In 
the year 1858 he married Miss Ann Wrightman, daughter of Joseph and 
Keziah (Beckner) Wrightman, natives of Virginia. Her parents moved to 
Illinois and resided there until 1856, when they came to Christian County, 
Mo., and located ncar Linden, on a farm where they remained a number of 
years. Mr. Wrightman was drowned in 1883, when seventy-two years of age. 
For many years he was a worthy member of the Baptist Church. The mother 
died in 1863. They were the parents of eleven children, as follows: Sarah, 
deceased, was the wife of David Grayston; Julia is the wife of James Agnew; 
Timothy, a resident of Springfield; Mrs. Bray; George, residing .in th,is county; 
Leah, died young; William is probably deceased; Abigail reSIdes 111 Kansa~, 
und is the wife of Steve Lawing; Susan resides in Bond County,. Ark., and IS 
the wife of Louis Suitzer' Rebecca, the wife of John Taylor, reSIdes at Shell 
City, and Edward died wl~en four years of age. After their marriage Mr. and 
Mrs. Bray resided at Linden until 1860 and then moved on a farm, where they 
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resided until the breaking out of the Civil War, after which they moved to 
Sangamon County, Ill. After the war Mr. Bray re-located on l.llS farm and 
remained on the same until he came to the farm where he now bves In 1873. 
He has been unusually successful in his chosen occupation and is well and 
favorably known all- over the county. He owns 100 acres where he now 
lives and eighty acres south of this place. His attention is given to farming 
and stockraising and he is a member of the Farmers' Alliance. Formerly a 
Democrat, he is now with the People's party. He and family attend the Bap
tist Church. To his marriage have been born nine children: Geon:~'e, a pros
peTous far.mer of the neighborhood, is the owner of ~ighty acres. )He married 
MIss DaVIdson aud has four chIldren: LynIl, l\1lIlIlIC, I va and Loss; Anna 
married Andrew Fargev and they own a farm of 100 acres near the oldhome. 
They have four children, as follows: Herbert, Cora, May and Lou; Frank, 
married Miss Russell and has three children: Effie, Mark and an infant 
unnamed. They reside in the Ozark Region; Mary married James Tindle and 
has one child, Lois. The\" live near Ozark; Sidnia, Nellie, Susie, Barbara and 
Overton are the other chi"ldren. l'vIr. Bray is a public-spirited citizen and no 
worthy movement is allowed to fail for want of support on his part. 

\VILLlA~1 G. BAR:>;ES. This gentleman is one of the pioneers of Douglas 
County. and is a native of Greene County, Tenn., where he was born Septem
ber 16,1831, a son of Joshua and Susanna (\Vilson) Barnes, the fortner of 
whom was born in Kentucky, a son of David Barnes, who was a soldier in 
some of the earlv Indian wars of this country. He was of Scotch-Irish 
descent, and after-residing in Kentucky for some years removed to Indiana, 
in which State Joshua Barnes attained manhood. In 1822, at the age of 
twenty-one years, he left the Housier State, and became a boatman on the 
Mississippi River, and after some years located in Tennessee, where he mar
ried and lived until 1843. He then came to Douglas County, Mo., and entered 
a tract of Government land. \\'here his home continued to be until his death, 
which occurred in 1850 in the Rocky l\Iountains, while he was 011 his way to 
California in search of gold. He was a successful business man, was a Dem
ocrat in polities, but was opposed to the extension of slavery. He passed 
through all the hardships of life in Tennessee, Indiana and Missouri as a 
pioneer, lived an eventful life, and died under romantic circumstances. IJ e 
was a member of the Christian Church, and by his wife, who was born in 
McMinn County, Tenn., in 1804, he became the father of twelve children: 
Wilson, William, George. Joshua, Robert. David, Bartley J., Marion, Telitha, 
Susan, Rhoda and :'Iargaret. The mother of these children passed from life 
in Missouri in 1877, at the age of seventy-three years, a daughter of Joshua 
\Nilson, a Scotchman, \\'ho died in Tennessee. The subject of this sketeh 
passed his early boyhood days in the State of his birth, and was thirteen years 
old when he came to ;VI issouri. He assisted his father in the duties of the 
farm. and with his parents suffered many of the inconveniences, hardships and 
privations incident to pioneer life. their nearest postoffice being thirty miles 
away. His mothe.r made all the clothing for the family, and with their neigh
bors they wore their homespun garments and considered themselves fortunate 
in their possession. He attended the primitive schools of this section, obtain
ing a fair common-school education, and in 1851 was married to Miss Alsie, 
daughter of Hiram and Alsie (Smith) Perkins, who became residents of 
Arkansas at an early day. The father died in that State and his widow mar
ried a Mr Long, and located in Ozark County, Mo., in 1885. Mr. Barnes' 
fir~t wife died during the Civil War, after having become the mother of six 
children: Mary E., Susan, George, Hester A., Phcebe V. The eldest and 
youngest are dead. For his second wife Mr. Barnes took Mary M., the 
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daughter of Matthias and Elizabeth (Martin) Barnes, natives of Virginia, who 
removed first to Tennessee, and in 1843 to Greene County, Mo., settling on 
the James River, nine miles south of Springfield, near the Wilson's Creek bat
tlefield. The father died in Christian County in 1868, and mother in 1871. 
They became the parents of ten children: Rachel c., Margaret 0., Jane M., 
Martha E., William J., Mary M., Amanda c., Nancy E., Charlotte B. and 
Matthew D. Mrs. Barnes has been a resident of Missouri from childhood, and 
has borne her husband six children: Wiliiam M. G., Joshua M., John D. 
( deceased), Benjamin F., Marietta E., Semerry M. All the children who are 
living are married and reside in this county, and are justly considered among 
its most substantial citizens. Mr. Barnes has followed the occupation of farm
ing all his life, and now owns a valuable farm of 320 acres, all of which prop
erty he has made through his own determined efforts and intelligent manage
ment. He is in every sense of the word a self-made man, and as throughout 
his business career he has seen the need of a good education, he gave his 
children good educational advantages and now has the satisfaction of know
ing that they are substantial and honorable people. He is connected with the 
Christian Church, is it member of the third party in politics, and socially is a 
member of the 1. O. O. F. In 1861 he enlisted in the Home Guards and after 
nine months entered the Missouri Militia, in which he served four months, 
participating in the engagement at Springfield and in numerous skirmishes. 

JEFFERSON BEAUREG.\RD SEARCY, county clerk of Shannon County, and one 
of the most popular officials of the county, is a product of Boone County, Mo., 
born December 30,1858, and the son of George N. and AmandaJ. (Cochram) 
Searcy, both natives of Boone County, Mo. In this county the parents were 
married, and here passed the remainder of their days, dying when compara
tively young people, the father in 1865, when thirty-three years of age, and 
the mother in 1868, when thirty years of age. The grandfather, Lemuel 
Searcy, was an early settler of Boone County, Mo., from Kentucky. The 
Cochram family also came here at an early date, the grandfather, William 
Cochram, locating here as early as 1812. He was also from Kentucky. The 
father of our subject was a teacher in Lathrop Academy, and just prior to the 
war he was in the University at Columbia. He was a graduate of the 
University of Missouri in 1856 or 1857, and was a man of unusual intelligence. 
After the death of his parents our subject was taken by an uncle, B. F. 
Cochram, anel by him was reared. In 1876 he went to Boonville and 
attended Kemper's School three years, after which he returned to Boone 
County and attended the State University part of two years. From there he 
went to Audrain County, Mo., and after remaining there three years moved 
to near Eminence, Shannon County, where he operated a mill part of the time. 
He then went to Winona, where he lived for three years; was in the saw mill 
business part of the time, and was justice of the reace, during which time he 
studied law and was admitted to the bar at West Plains in 1891. In 1890 he 
was a candidate for county clerk, and in 1893 was appointed to the county 
clerk's office to fill the unexpired term of J. R. Bradley. He has held other 
official positions, and has filled them all in a very satisfactory manner. On 
December 30, 1880, he was married to Miss Arminta J. Holloway, a native of 
Boone County, Mo., and four children have been given them, two sons and 
two daughters. Mr. Searcy is a member of the A. F. & A. M. and the 1. O. 
O. F., and is secretary of Eminence Lodge, A. F. & A. M. Politically he is a 
stanch advocate of Democratic principles. 

JAMES FRANKLIN NORTON, merchant and farmer of Eminence, Mo., is a 
native of the Blue Grass State, born in Lawrence County. in 1839. His father, 
David Norton, who was reared in Virginia, moved to Kentucky at an early 
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date and when our subiect was but an infant came to Audrain County, Mo., 
where he passed his last days.. J:1e was a prominept farmer .and stock raiser, 
and while a resident of Audra1l1 County held the office of JustIce of the peace. 
Politicallv he was a Democrat, and fraternally a Mason. His death occurred 
in 1852 when about forty years of age. His wife, who~e maiden name was 
Emily Davidson, was a native o.f V!rginia. She died ill 1859 and was .an 
exemplary member ofthe MethodIst Church. They were the parents of ll111e 
childrep seven of \\'h0111 are now liviug, [OLd ~U(lS c1.nJ three '::!L1.i.1h"htcrs. ()ur 
subject, ~dIO was one of these children, attended school in Audrain County, 
and took care of the family until all the children were married. In 1858 he 
came to Shannon County, where he had previously boug'ht a small farm of 
O'overnment land which he entered at the land office at Jackson, l\lo., and 
here he found very few settlers. He turned his attention to farming ano 
blacksIT.ithin(T havinO' learned the latter in Audrain County, and followed his 
trade fOf the >;;;ost pa~t for twenty-two yea~·s. In June, 1861, he en~isted in the 
Missouri State l\lilitia, under Gen. McBnde, for SIX months. After that he 
joined the Confederate Army, but a short time after he was transferred to cav
alry service. He was tjuartermaster of the regiment and held that position 
until serrenderiIw, l\'lay 5,1865, at Jacksonport, Ark. During this time he 
was in the battIesOof \Vibon Creek, Fort Scott, Lexington, Elkhorn and many 
others, and with Price in his raid through Missouri. He was never wounded 
severel}; although he had many narrow escapes, and returning' home at the 
close of the war resumed his former occupation. He had nothing but his 
land, for all his property had been destroyed during the war, but he was llsed 
to privation and hard work and was not discouraged. After farming for some 
time he opened a store in Eminence on a limited scale, and now has a good 
general store and a thriving tI:ade. In 1882 he was elected sheriff and collector 
of the county and held the office two.terms, four years in all. During the war, 
in 1863, he was married to Miss Missouri \Vhitworth, a native of Alabama, who 
bore him seven children, two sons and five daughters. Mr. Norton is a mem
ber of the Masonic fraternity at Winona, the 1. 0.0 .. F. at Eminence, of which 
he is warden, and in politics he is a Democrat. He is one of the representa
tive citizens of the county. 

SPENCER HUGH WARE. Efficient, capable and trustworthy would be the 
verdict passed upon the character and official standing of our subject by any 
one in Shannon County to whom the question might be asked. Spencer Hugh 
'Narc, circuit clerk and recorder of this county, is a most ardent Democrat, 
and most loyally stands by and works for the nominees of his party. He is a 
native Missourian, born in Licking, February 10, 185 I, and the son of Henry 
and Martha (Mitchell) \Nare, natives of Maryland and White County, Tenn., 
respectively, the father born in the year lSI!. Henry Ware left his native 
State when a young man and went to Georgia, where he remained a short time. 
From there he went to Memphis, Tenn., thence to St. Louis, Mo., and about 
1836 came to Licking, Texas County, Mo., where he died in IS54. He was a 
blacksmith by. trade, but after going to Licking, Mo., turned his attention to 
selling goods and farming. Mrs. Ware is now Jiving at Salem, this State. 
The original of this notice was but three years of age when his father died, 
and he grew to manhood in Salem, Dent County, Mo. When grown he attended 
co.1lege at Alton, Ill., afterward Rochester, N. Y., and finished at Columbia, 
thIS State. \Vhen but a lad he had medicine in view, but gave that up for law, 
and studied at Salem under S. H. Sherlock, now of Fort Smith, Ark. In the 
year IS74 he was admitted to the bar, and two years later came to Shannon 
County, where soon after he was elected prosecuting attorney. Afterward he 
was reelected to the same office but resigned, and in ISSI was appointed cir-
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eui.t clerk and recorder, which position he has filled creditably ever since. 
While in Dent County:, and when he had just reached his twenty-first birthday, 
he was elected supenntendent of schools of that county. During the year 
1871 he taught school. On the 1st of June, 1873, he was married to Miss Sarah 
C. Furling, who was born in Frankfort, Clinton County, Inci., and two sons 
and two daughters were the fruits of this union. Mr. and Mrs. Ware hold 
membership in the Cumberland Presbyterian Church, and he is an elder in the 
'same. He is a R?yal Arch Mason, a member of the chapter at \Vest Plains, 
Blue Louge at V'VlIlona, and represented Salem Lodge in the Grand Ladue in 
1873. He is now serving as noble grand of the 1. O. O. F. at Eminence. Mr. Ware 
has been a delegate to county, district, State and national conventions, and has 
ever been a stanch Democrat, as before stated. 

LEWIS HARVEY DE PRIEST, sheriff of Shannon County, Mo., is a vounO" 
man, but there is not one in the county more capable of discharging the 'dutie~ 
of that position or better qualified in every respect than he. He was born in 
Jefferson County, II!., near Mount Vernon, in 1865, and is a son of Abraham 
and Elizabeth (Aden) De Priest. The father first saw the light in south 
Missouri, probably Shannon or Oregon County. He was married in this State 
to Miss Aden, who died May 3, 1882, when fifty-three years of age. His sec
ond marriage was with Mrs. E. J. Gardner, who is still living. l\fr. De Priest 
was a farmer by occupation, but for a number of years he sold goods at 
Eminence. After the war he handled a great deal of stock and resided at 
Eminence most of the time. In 1862 he went to Illinois, but returned to this 
State in 1869. Following the war he was circuit and county clerk, also served 
as assessor several terms and held other positions. He was a prominent and 
substantial citizen. He was both a Mason and an Odd Fellow, and in politics 
supported the Democratic party. His death occurred June 2, 189r, when sixty
one years of age. Of the five children born to his first marriage four are now 
living, three in this county and one in Oklahoma. During his boyhood and 
youth, which were spent in Shannon County, our subject was engaged in look
ing after his father's stock, but as he reached mature years he turned his 
attention to mercantile pursuits and for some time was in the store of James 
F. Norton, at West Plains and Willow Springs. His father built the second 
house at 'vVillow Springs. Later our subject returned to Shannon COLlnty and 
was made assistant postmaster in the House of Representatives in 1885. 
After that, but the same year, he was married to Miss Josie Boyd and became 
the father of three sons. For three years he worked as deputy sheriff under 
'vV. M. Freeman and in 1890 was elected sheriff. Two years later he was 
reelected to that position. He is an Odd Fellow, and a Democrat in politics. 

JOHN H. DE PRIEST was bOl'n in Thomasville, Oregon County, Mo., Octo
ber 5, 1844, but g-rew to manhood in this county and is one of its representa
tive citizens. His father, Isaac C. De Priest, was a native of Smith County, 
Tenn., but when a small child was taken to the Hoosier State, where he 
grew to manhood. From there he went to southern Illinois, and thence to 
south Missouri about 1839 or r840. He located near Thomasville, probably 
in' the woods on upper Eleven Points, and made his home there until 1856, 
when he moved to Birch Valley, a short disiance from where the town of 
Birch Tree now stands. In r863 he moved from there to Jefferson County, 
IlL, but returned two years later and located again in the same neighborhood. 
There he died in 1878 when seventy-two years of age. Formany years before 
the war he was assessor of Oregon County, and after the war he was appointed 
assessor of this county and held the position four years. He was also justice 
of the peace for some time. For the most part Mi·. De Priest followed farm
ing, but for a number of years before his death he sold goods on his farm. In 
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politics he was a Democrat. He was married in south Illinois to :Miss Elizabeth Buffington, a native of Blenerhasset Island, where Aaron Burr was said to have formed the conspiracy against the United States. :Mrs. De Priest died in 1884, when seventy-eight years of age. Both were for many years members of the Methodist Church. Born to their marriage were nine children, of whom our subject is one of the youngest. Only three are now living: Greene, a farmer of Oregon County, and Mrs. Hess, of this county. John H. De Priest grew up in Shannon County, received a fair education in the schools of the same, and in the spring of 1862 joined the Fourth Missouri Confederate Infantry, Company D. His brother, Abraham, was lieutenant of this company. Our subject participated in the battles of Corinth, Iuka, Port Gibson, and Vicksburg, where he was captured. He was paroled and came home, and later went with his father to Illinois, where he followed farming until 1867, when he returned to Shannon County, Mo. Here he commenced farming near Birch Tree where he bought land, but sold his farm in 1884 and bought another place near the town. He has 193 acres, the principal part under cultivation, and although he started with limited means, by industry and good management has become one of the substantial men of this section, In the year 1866 Miss Lydia Gregory, of Jefferson County, Ill., became his wife. Seven children have been born to this union, two sons and five daughters. Mr. De Priest is both a Mason and an Odd Fellow. He was assessor in 1872, 1874 and 1884. is a Democrat in politics, and is now candidate for sheriff of Shannon County, a position he is in every way qualified to fill. LEVI L. MUNSELL. Among Shannon County's younger business men are many whose interests in this section of the Ozark Region are going to make it a few years hence what it is today as compared with a generation ago. Many of these have already made their mark, but few have attained the distinction that Levi L. Munsell can justly claim and is proud of. He is a live and enterprising citizen, and is considered to be one of the best, if not the best, posted real estate dealers in the county. Mr. Munsell was born at Centerville, Gallia County, Ohio, in rSsa, to the union of Rev. Levi W. and Mary T. (Dean) Munsell. Rev. Levi \V. Munsell was born in Mason County, \Y. Va., November 13. rSI7, and was a son of Levi and Lucretia (Oliver) Munsell, natives, respectively, of Connecticut and Massachusetts, the former was born in I' 64 and the latter in 1772. Levi Munsell went to Ohio in 1785 among the early settlers of the then Northwestern Territory, and settled at Marietta, where he was married in 1789 to Miss Oliver, a daughter of Alexander Oliver, a native of Massachusetts, but who was one of the original settlers of Marietta, on April 7, 1788, when the first settlement was made in what is now the State of Ohio. He died about IS28. and was a colonel in the Revolutionary \Var. Mr. Levi Munsell and Miss Oliver were the fourth white couple married in the Northwestern Territory. About the year r 792 they moved to Cincinnati, where Mr. Munsell engaged in merchandising, and later moved to various places in the State, from which they subsequently moved to Mason County, W. Va., where the father of our subject was born, returning to Ohio in 1818, and settling in Miami County, where Mr. Munsell died February IS, 1849. He was a Revolutionary soldier, serving three years under George Washington, and fought bravely for independence. He also served under Gen. St. Clair as a lieutenant in the expedition against the Indians in the Northwestern Territory, and while upon this expedition saw the land which he moved upon in 1818, and from which he cleared his farm in Miami County. His wife died in Ross County, Ohio, January 4, r853. Both were Methodists. Henry Munsell, Levi's father, was born in Connecticut and there spent his entire life upon a farm. He was of French descent. Rev. Levi W. Munsell was married in Athens County, 
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Ohio, in [843, to Miss Dean. At the time of his marriage he was a traveling 
Methodist ministe~, and in the fall of [843 was sent to \Nest Virginia by the 
conference, returning to Ohio in 1844 traveled over the various circuits of 
southern Ohio until 1858, when he removed to Illinois, but in 1866 again 
returned to the Buckeye State. In 1872 he came to Shannon County, Mo .. 
where he now lives, and is a man honored and respected by all. He was 
elected probate judge at Shannon County, the first one undel- the present Con
stitution, and his eldest brother, Leander Munsell, was the first native Ohioan 
who became a member of the Ohio General Assembly. II;Ir. Munsell's wife 
was born in Athens County, Ohio, in 1820, and is still living. She was a 
daughter of Oliver Dean (a native of Massachusetts) and Mary (Cutler) Dean, 
who was a daughter of Judge Ephraim Cutler, who was one of the pioneers of 
Ohio and a member of the Territorial Legislature, and one of the delegates 
from \Nashington County to the convention which drafted the first constitu
tion for the State of Ohio under which the Territory was admitted as a State to 
the Union. And it was he who presented and succeeded in having adopted 
the article granting to the State the free-school system. In politics Mr. 
lVlunsell was a Whig in early life, but since the formation of the Republican 
party he has been an active Republican. To his marriage were born eight 
children, five of whom are living. The eldest of these children and the only 
living son, our subject, spent his school days in the common schools of Illinois 
and Ohio. He attended the Amesville Academy in Athens County, Ohio, two 
years, and also two years at the Ohio University at Athens. He went through 
the sophomore year, and then commenced work with the county surveyor of 
lVIorgan County, Ohio, to acqllire the practical knowledge of sun'eying and 
engineering. Later he came to lVIis~ouri with his father, and here did a 
great deal of surveying in Shannon and neighboring counties, also some work 
on the Current River Railroad. In 1888 he turned his attention more espe
cially to the real estate and abstract business. He read law and was admitted 
to the bar in 1877, practicing as a lawyer but little, however, although an 
excellent counselor; he preferred the more active pursuits of surveying and 
the real estate business. But at one term of the circuit court, in the 
absence of the judge, was elected by the bar to hold the term. He has held 
the office of county surveyor and also probate clerk, as well as other official 
positions. He at one time was a partner of Judge James Orchard (now of 
West Plains) in the law and real estate business, afterward was a partner of 
S, H. "Vare, the present circuit clerk, but since r892 he has been alone. He 
has the only complete set of abstract records in the county, and now lives at 
Birch Tree, where he has a flourishing real estate business, and has done and 
is doing more to the upbuilding of and development of the resources of Shan
non County than perhaps any other man in it in inducing immigration and in 
settling up the wild lands of the county. Mr. Munsell was married in 1878 to 
Miss Maggie A. Isaminger, of this county, who was a daughter of Col. James 
Isaminger. They have had eight children, three boys and four girls now liv
ing and one son, the eldest, died in 1887. Mr. Munsell is an Odd Fellow, and 
in politics is an active and ardent Republican. 

JOHN GOLDSBERRY. The parents of this much esteemed citizen, William 
H. and Elizabeth (Fouts) Goldsberry, were natives of the Old North State, 
born in either Davidson or Randolph Counties. In 1836 or 1837they left their 
native State and came to Missouri, locating on Gasconade River, in Pulaski 
County, where they made their home until r846. From there they moved to 
Polk County and after living there a short time moved to Hutton Valley, 
Oregon County, before Howell had become a county. From Hutton Valley 
they moved to the place where Mountain View now stands, and there the 
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mother died in 1870, when about sixty-three years of age. The father after
ward lived with his children until his death in July, 1893, when eighty-one 
years of age. He was a minister in the United Baptist Church from the time 
he was a young man. He had a severe attack of the gold fever in 1849, which 
a trip to the Pacific coast alone would allay, and he crossed the plains with ox 
teams. At the end of six months, on account of sickness, he returned home 
by the Isthmus, New Orleans and i\Iississippi River. He helped to organize a 
great many of the pioneer churches and became one of the best known and 
best respected citizens in the section. Goldsberry Township, in Howell County, 
was named in honor of him. In politics he was a stanch advocate of the 
Democratic party. His family were old North Carolina people and his wife's 
were of German origin. Of the seven children born to this worthy couple 
only one besides our subject is now living', a sister, the widow of Daniel 
Weaver, who resides near Mt. View, Howell County. John Goldsberry was 
born on Gasconade River, Pulaski County, Mo., February 25, 1839, and received 
his schooling in this, Polk and Howell Counties. Until the year 1860 he 
remained under the parental roof and then turned his attention to fanning in 
Howell County. In February, 1862, he joined the Confederate Army, Howard's 
Company, McFarland's Infantry, but did not remain in that command long. 
He was taken sick and was left in Arkansas, but soon after joined Cole
man's cavalry and was with the same until August 1862. During that time he 
was in -a battle on South Fork, of \Vhite River, and was never wounded, 
although he had many narrow escapes. \Vhen the war closed he resumed 
farming in Howell County, but three years later he removed near to Birch 
Tree, and after another three years had passed he moved to Texas County. 
After a residence there of one year he moved back to the ole! home place, 
farmed there and put up the first store in Mt. View, named the town and sold 
goods there for about five years. In 1878-79 he ran a saw mill seven miles 
south of Mt. View in Howell County. Later he engaged in the saw mill busi
ness in the south part of Shannon County, on Hurricane Creck, and carried 
this on for five years. From there he went to \Vinona, sold goods for two 
years, and then came to his present farm of 195 acres on Current River. This is 
one of the finest tracts in the section. Mr. Goldsberry owns a small farm six 
miles south of \Vinona, 160 acres of improved land in the northeast part near 
Mt. View in Howell County and' other property. He started without means 
and by hard work and good management has become one of the substantial 
men of his section. In 1861 he married Miss Susan Roark, who died in 1872. In 
r873 Mr_ Goldsberry married Miss Dorcas 'vVeaver, daughter of Peter \Veaver, 
an old settler of Birch Valley. Mrs. Goldsberry was born ill Laurel County, 
Ky., in 1845, and is now a conscientious member of the Missionary Baptist 
Church. Mr. Goldsberry is a member of the Odd Fellow Lodge at Eminence, 
and in politics is a Democrat. He has the finest lot of bees in the county and 
sells many hives. He has hunted a great deal in this county and has killed 
deer, bears and all kinds of game. He often hunted from \Villow Spring's to 
Van Buren, of Current River, and only last winter he killed a wild cat, four 
wolves and other kinds of game. Mr. Goldsberry is a prominent man in his 
section ane! has attended countv, district and State conventions. 

Ho:.;. \VILLIAM ALEX. RA;rsEY. This able associate justiceof the Shan
non County Court, from the Western District, is a native of Stanley County, 
N. C, born in r845, and a son of Sanders Taylor and Leah (Light) Ramsey, 
who were also born in the Old North State, where they lived until 1846, when 
they removed to Tennessee, and four years later to Alabama, and two years 
from that time to Iron County, Mo., where Mr. Ramsey e!ied in January, 1894, 
aged about seventy-five years, and his wife in 1866, both having been members 
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of the Southern ~ethodist .Church. Mr. Ramsey was a farmer, a mechanic, 
and was an exceptIOnally skIllful wheelwright and chairmaker. He led a vcrv 
active life, made a good living for his family, was honest and upright, and 
although an uneducated man, was naturally intelligent. His second wife was 
Martha ~owell. who still survives him. The paternal grandfather, Nathaniel 
Ramsey, IS supposed to have been a North Carolinian, but nothing is positively 
k.nown of him. Christopher Light, the maternal grandfather, 'came to Iron 
County, Mo., about 1852, and finally settled in Dent County, where he died 
about 1879, a farmer and blacksmith by occupation. His wife died in Iron 
County in 1879. William Alex. Ramsey was the fifth of eight children born 
to his parents: John Franklin was a soldier for two years under Price, and 
died in Iron County when about twenty-nine years old; Elizabeth is the wife 
of F .. M. Shrum, of Reynolds County, Mo.; Sarah Ann died when small; La
vina IS the deceased wife of Jerome Warren; William Alex.; Eliza Jane is the 
deceased wife of Wesley Faulkner; M.argaret died when young, and Corne
lIus IS a farmer of Lawrence County, Ark. The subject of this sketch received 
a somewhat meager common-school education. From the summer of 1864 
until the war closed he served in johnson's regiment of Price's army, and 
wa, in the raid from Arkansas into southeast :'-.lissouri. He surrendered at 
Pilot Knob, in the spring of IS65, and returned to his home and the peaceful 
pursuits of agriculture. He was married when twenty-two years old. in Rey
nolds County, 1\10., to Mary Siloam, daughter of Louis and Mirah Munger, 
the former of whom was a soldier of the Confederacy. His widow survives him 
and is a resident of St. Francois County. In Iron County, :\10., :\lr5. Ramsey was 
born and reared and like her husband was educated in the district schools. Their 
union has resulted in the birth of two children: Lurena Belle, \\ife of John Brad
ley, and Preston Taylor, who was educatet! principally at Farmington, ~do., and 
is a successful minister of the Southern Methodist Church. Mr. Ramsey lived in 
Iron County until about 1879. then spent four years in St. Francois County, and 
in IS83 came to Shannon County, and to his present farm, on which small 
im provement had been made at that time. His estate comprises 160 acres 
and he has about seventy acres cleared and under cultivation, and a fine 
young bearing orchard. He also owns eighty acres in Iron County, :\10. In 
addition to his tarm work he follows house carpentering, cabinet work, etc., 
and is in good circumstances. In 1892 he was elected associate justice of 
Shannon County Court and has since filled the office with marked ability and 
to the general satisfaction of all concerned. His first presidential vote was 
cast for Seymour, in 1868, and he has always been a Democrat politically and 
is an active worker for his party. He is a member of Thomas\"ille Lodge No. 
387, of the A. F. & A. M., of vVoodside, and he and his wife are worthy mem
bers of the Southern Methodist Church. 

WILLIAM F. WEBSTER. The social, political and business history of this 
section is filled with the deeds and doings of self-made men, and no man in 
Stone County, Mo., is more deserving the appellation than 1\11'. W. F. \Vebster, 
for he marked out his own career in youth and has steadily followed it up to 
the present, his prosperity being attributable to his earnest and persistent 
endeavor and to the fact that he has already consistentlv tried to follow the 
teaching~ of the" Golden Rule." He is a native :\Iis~ourian. born in Ralls 
County, June 18, 1828, and the eldest but one of four children born to the 
marriage of Elizure D. and Jane (Fourman) \\'eI;>ster; The grandfather, 
Daniel vVebster, who was related to the famous Damel \\ebster. was a na.tlve 
of the Old Bay State, and he was with Jackson at the bat~le of :'\ew Orleans. 
He and wife died in Massachusetts, within twelve miles ot Boston, where the 
family was a noted one. The father of our subject was born in :\Iassachusetts 
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in 1799, and when eighteen years of age, or in ISI7, he turned his face west
ward and settled in Ralls County, Mo., where he soon became the owner of a 
farm. He learned the blacksmith's trade, was handy with tools, ami could work 
at the millwright's trade as well as at all kinds of wood work. Mr. ~Vebster 
was married in Ralls County to Miss Jane Fourman, and later settled 1I1. M.on
roe County, Mo., where, in connection with farming, he followed blackslI1ltlllng, 
and ran a water mill on Salt River. There he resided until 1845, when he 
moved to Texas and settled about two miles from the present site of \Vhites
borough. There he passed the remainder of his days, dying in 1861. Mrs. 
Webster, who was of German extraction, died ill 1832, and Mr. \Vebster sub
sequently married Miss i\lary J. Bradley. After her death he married Polly 
A. Bradley, sister of his second wife. The first union resulted in the birth of 
two children, our subject, and J\Tarcus, who resides in the Lone Star State. To 
the third marriage three children were born: Daniel, Delpha J. and Mary A., 
all living. Our subject, was reared in northeastern Missouri, and received the 
advantages of a common-school education. When seventeen years of age he 
went with his father to Texas, but not liking the country he returned as far 
north as Crawford County, Ark., where he remained a year. Thence he moved 
to Stone County, Mo., and located in the neighborhood where he now resides. 
In February, 1849, he married Miss Elizabeth J. Reed, a native of Jackson 
County, Mo., born in 1833, and the daughter of Matthias and Mahala (Hoof) 
Reed, both natives of Kentucky. At an early date her parents came to 
Missouri and settled in Jackson County, where the father died. The mother 
subsequently moved to Stone County. Previous to his marriage, in 1848, Mr. 
vVebster went on the plains, where he remained one year. Then, after his 
marriage, he hired out as a train boss over the plains and followed this for 
some years. He and wife tben settled on the James River, within a mile of 
where Cape Fair is located, and followed farming from 1858 to 1892. At that 
date he moved to the village of Cape Fair and boug-ht forty acres on the edge 
of the town, where he has since made his home. Farming has been his life's 
work, but in connection with it he hao; followed other enterprises, saw mill
ing, etc., and has been unusually successful, being classed among the wealthy 
and influential men of his section. He owns about 600 acres of productive land 
and, as he has been the architect of his own fortune, has much to be proud 
of. Vlihen the war broke out he enlisted in the Home Guards, but in 1862 
entered the Seventh Provisional Regiment, Company F, E. M. M. Cavalry, 
under Capt. Smith, and was located in Missouri. He took part in Price's raid 
at Big- and Little Blue River, and was in it three days, participating in many 
skirmishes and guerrilla fights. On July 13, 1865, he received his discharge, 
and returning to his farm found it in a ruinous condition. In 1873-74 he held 
the office of sheriff and collector of Stone County. Mr. Vvebster was formerly 
a Democrat, but he is now with the third party. Socially he is a member of 
the G. A. R. post of Galena. Being one of the oldest men in the county, at 
one time he was acquainted with everyone in it. To his marriage were born 
ten children: Millie P., wife of S. A. \Vilson, resides in this county and has a 
family of ten children; Malinda, wife of S. A. Carr, resides near Cape Fair, and 
has six children; \Villiam D., married and has two children; Elizabeth, wife of 
Charles H. Knight, resides in Stone County and has three children; Larue M., 
wife of J. G. Russell, resides on the old home and has two children; the 
remainder are dead: Amanda A., Eliza J., Matthew G., Margaret M. and Vina 
A. Mr. and Mrs. \Vebster are members of the Church of Christ, and active 
workers in the same. 

MOSES P. COVEIi"TOK. Among the most esteemed and respected citizens 
of Baxter County, Ark., there is not one who has a larger circle of friends, or 
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is.a more pleas,:,nt or ,:,greeable member of society, or a more thoroughgoing, 
wide-awake agncultunst than the gentleman whose name is mentioned above 
He is a native of De Kalb County, Ga., born in 1833, a son of James and 
Elizabe.th (Hill) Coventon, who were born in South Carolina and Georgia. 
respectively. In 1876 the father died in Cherokee County, Ga., when about 
seventy years ~of age, and his wife was call~d from life when seventy-five years 
old. James Coventon was a farmer, acqll1red a competency as a tiller of the 
soil, and was a man whom to know was to esteem. 1'v10ses P. Coventon was 
one of seven children, and was educated in the public schools of Georrria and 
Alabama. He remained with and assisted his father until he attai~ed his 
twenty-second year, then was married to 1\1iss Mary Jane Dilbeck, a native 
of De Kalb County, Ala. To their union the following children were born: 
James N., a farmer of this county; Sarah, wife of J. H. Angelin, a farmer near 
Cassville; Emily, wife of L. N. McGee, a resident of the Choctaw Nation; 
Adaline, wife of Bud McGee, also of the Choctaw Nation, and Martha, wife 
of J. \V. Reed, a farmer of Marion County. After his marriage Mr. Coventon 
resided for some time in De Kalb County, Ala., then moved to Cherokee 
County of the same State, but during the Civil War resided with his father in 
Georgia. In the spring of 1862 he enlisted in the Forty-eighth Alabama 
Infantry, Company B, in which he served until the battle of Gettysburg was 
fought, when he was severely wounded in the left hip, and although the wound 
was supposed to be mortal he recovered. He was in the engagement at Seven 
Pines, the seven days' fight around Richmond, Cedar ro.'lountain, and through 
Maryland to Gettysburg. He was a brave soldier, faithful to the Southern 
cause, to which he gave valuable aid. After the war he emigrated to Marion 
County, Ark., and after residing there on a farm for fifteen years he came to 
Cassville, and afterward traded farms with Maj. H. H. Hilton. He now has 
279 acres of land, just half way between Cassville and Mountain Home, besides 
160 acres of land in another tract. His home place at first contained 280 
acres, but one acre was given to the Hopewell Baptist Church before he came 
in possession of this land. Although an ardent Democrat in politics he has 
never had official aspirations, but much prefers to devote his attention to his 
agricultural interests. He and his wife are members of the Missionary Baptist 
Church, and are deservedly classed among the substantial citizens of their 
section. 

B. C. BURGESS. There are few men in business circles who show as much 
fitness for their avocation in that they are wide-awake, experienced, reliable 
and energetic as B .. c. Burg!,ss, tl~e prominent miller at the ol~ \\:atkin Mill, 
the most histone mdl 111 Mlssollrl. He was born and reared 1i1 )\orth Caro
lina, his birth occurring June 8, 1833, and he is the son of Emsley and Nancy 
(Cavness) Burgess, both natives of the Old North State. There the father 
resides at the present time, but the 1l1other is deceased. Some of the early 
members of this family served 111 the War of 1812. Until thirty years of age 
our subject remained in his native State, and then moved to Indiana and made 
his home in Indianapolis. In 1870 he came to Springfield, Mo., and embarked 
in the carpentering trade, following the same up to 1891, when he ~ought the 
mill he now owns. He was a resident of Springfield for twenty-eight years 
and became well known in Greene County. He showed considerable taste 
for mechanics when young and foIlowed that in connect!on with other oc~u
pations until he engaged in milling. He had a. water ITIll!, the same havl.ng 
been put in in 1840, but in 1893 Mr. Burgess put 111 other po:ver. The capacIty 
of this mill is twenty barrels per dayand the brands are straIght. The count~y 
around is supplied with flour from this mill, and an excellent grade of flour IS 

turned out. Mr. Burgess has two sets of double rollers of the latest make 
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and by his honorable, upright career has developed a large and desirable 
trade. In politics he advocates the principles of the Republican party, and 
socially he is a Mason, a member of Hanks Lodge No. 128, N. C. He is a 
member of the Methodist and :Mrs. Burgess is a member of the Christian 
Church. He was married in his native State to Miss M. C. I\lacon, of North 
Carolina, and three children have blessed this union: Thomas W., David F. 
and Lucretia E. The latter is now deceased. She was the wife of Robert 
Garrett, of Highlandville. .tv!r. Burgess is the owner of a small farm of eight 
acres and he has a reservoir of about two acres. The water that operates his 
mill comes from springs and there has been a canal cut that brings the water 
a mile. He is succeeding well in his business and his integrity and reliability 
rank high. He has a bur for grinding corn, also a carding machine, and is 
prepared to do all kinds of work in his trade. 

HARRISO~ HASKJN', Ozark, Mo. \Vhatever may be said by demagogues 
about the tyranny of capital, the man who affords employment to his fellow 
men and maintains industries which turn out articles of utility does more real 
good for his generation than all the combined agitators of the country. Under 
existing civilization the only possible solution to the problem of the prevention 
of want and suffering is found in the great manufacturing plants, which have 
the capital ne,cessary to pay wages to the many before pay is received for the 
goods. A glance at the thriving city of Ozark, Mo., shows numbers of large 
factories whose busy wheels sing merrily of fair wages, comfortable homes, 
intelligence, contentment and peace, the result of capital's effort to add to 
itself. One name stands out prominently in this connection, Harrison Haskin, 
who is engaged in the manufacture of harness and saddles. He has been a 
resident of this city since 1888 and is now one of tile foremost business men of 
the place. He was born near Kingston, Canada, May 13, 1862, and is a son of 
Squire Haskin, who was formerly a farmer, but is now residing in \Vichita, 
Kan. OUf subject was educated in Harrison County, Iowa, where he lived 
from his fourth to his fifteenth vear, and then went to Kansas, where he 
learned his trade. He served a three year's apprenticeship at \Nilmington, 
Sumner County, Kan., and about the year 1886 he opened up a business of his 
own at South Haven, that countv. In 1888 he came to Ozark and established 
his business. He manufactures 'all grades of harness and saddles and supplies 
a large scope of country. He has a large line of fine goods and thoroughly 
understands his trade. Mr. Haskin is a member of the I. O. O. F. lodge, 
Ozark, No, 206, and in politics is a Democrat. He was married in the Sun
flower State to Miss Flora Hart, daughter of Thomas Hart, who is no\\' residing 
in Memphis, Tenn. Three children have blessed this union: Leona, Mar
gueretta and Helen. Mr. Haskin and wife are worthy members of the Meth
odist Episcopal Church and are public-spirited and enterprising citizens. Mr. 
Haskin was the fourth in order of birth of eight children, secured a fair edu
cation in his youth, and the fine start he has made is the result of his own efforts. 

D. R. RIGGS. Thfs prominent and law-abiding citizen has been a resident 
of Douglas County, Mo., for many years, and his career here has been an excep
tionally honorable and useful one. He was born in Maury County, Tenn" 
May 20, 1832, a son of Alvis and Petronila (Ray) Riggs, natives of the Old 
North State, where the grandparents were also born. Samuel Riggs, the 
paternal grandfather, was a soldier of the Revolution, and died in the State of 
his birth. The maternal grandfather, David Ray, was a merchant byoccupa
tion, and was an honorable, upright man. Alvis Riggs became a resident of 
Tennessee in an early day, and after following the useful and honest life of 
the farmer in ),{aury County, died there in 1849. His widow came to Missouri 
with her son, D. R. Riggs, later returned to Tennessee, but during the progress 
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of the war she .wa~ brough; back to Missouri by her son, and quietly breathed 
her last In SprIngfield In 1890. Her union with Mr. Riags resulted in the birth 
of nine children: Griffin, who died in Illinois in 1855; William S., who is 
l!vinf\ in, Sprin.gfie1d, Mo.; David, R., in Douglas County; Margaret j., who 
lIves In SprIngfield, has been marrIed three times, and is now the wife of Mr. 
Shaw; John C. is a farmer four miles northwest of Ava; Robert was killed 
while serving, in the ,Co.nfedera~e Army; James is a, farmer of Polk County, 
Mo.; Peter dled In Spnngfield Il1 1885; and Mary 1 .... , wife of A. McCracken, 
died in Stone County in 1884. The mother of these children was a worthy 
member of the Christian Church. David R. Riggs was a si"rrle man when he 
came to this State, and in Springfield he was married t"'o Miss Lucinda 
McQuerter, a dalIg'hter of J. S. McQuerter. She was born in Coles County, 
Mo., and after her marriage with Mr. Riggs they engaged in the hotel business 
in Springfield, which they conducted d'uring the war. After that time they 
moved to Taney County, where Mr. Riggs sold goods, farmed and raised 
stock, and was also in the milling business at Forsyth from 1867 to IS87, 
when he removed to a farm four miles from Ava, and since 1893 has resided in 
the town, He has built him a handsome home, and is now dealing extensi\'ely 
in stock, which he has found to be a very profitable business. He is one of 
the "old timers" of this part of the State, is a very shrewd and successful 
business man, and is widely and favorably known, He has always been a 
Democrat in politics, is prominent in all public affairs, and he and his wife are 
worthy members of the Methodist Church. H is hotel in Springfield was 
destroyed by fire in 1866, but he is nevertheless wealthy, and besides his 
pleasant home in Ava, owns the farm four miles from town, and also a farm in 
Christian County. He and his wife have four children: Petronelia and Louisa, 
twins, Alvas .T., who is a cattle buyer of Springfield; and David R., who is 
living on a farm in Christian County. The eldest daughter is the wife of 
W, A. Wilson, of Forsyth, while the second is the wife of T. W. Davis, of this 
county. 

JOSEPH M. HENLEY is one of the most prominent, enterprising and pro
gressive tillers of the soil in Buckhorn Township, and his residence on Gobler 
Flat. He was born in Franklin County, G'l., in 1847, but his father, John S. 
Henley, was born in Washington County, Tenn. He was a minister of the 
Methodist Church and preached the gospel in his native State, Virginia, West 
Virginia, Georgia, North Carolina and South Carolina until his death in. 1865, 
at about the age of seventy years. He supported the principles of the Demo
crat party throughout life, and at two different times represented Rabun 
County, Ga., in the State Legislature: During the Civil War he was a Union 
man.' He was well educated, mainly by his own efforts, and by trade was a 
cabinet maker. He sold goods in North Carolina and Georgia, and was shrewd 
and successful in the conduct of his affairs, but was always generous· in the use 
of his means, and being sympathetic, kind-hearted and charitable, no one ever 
left his house hungry nor in sore want. He was married three times: first to 
Mary Syller, then to Mary E. Patton, and afterward to Minerva McIntire, the 
last mentioned being the mother of the subject of this sketch. Mr, Henly 
now says he received his education in the Confederate Army, for he entered 
the service when he was but fifteen years old, becoming a member of the 
Fourteenth Georgia Infantry. On account of disability he was discharged 
from active service, and was then on detail at Athens, Ga., from December, 
1864, until the surrender. He was at Atlanta during the siege of that place, 
and was a participant in a number of other important engagem~nts. After ~he 
death of his father the family moved to Pontotoc County, Mlss.,.after \:'lllch 
Joseph M. cared for his mother and the other members of the famIly untIl her 
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death. In IS6S he came to Arkansas and located in what is now Baxter 
County, near Mountain Home, but at that time there was no such town. About 
eight years ago he located in the woods on Gobler Flats, where he purchased 
a 14o-acre tract of land, which was then totally unimproved, but by the exer
cise of brain and brawn and the assistance of his family he has been success
ful, and is now in good circumstances financially. He was married August 
25, IS69, to Mrs. Elizabeth Hawkins, a daughter of John K. Young. She was 
born in Tennessee in IS44, and has borne Mr. Henley four sons and one 
daughter: David H., Thomas, Joseph W., Mary M. and Robert Nelson. Mr. 
and Mrs. Henlev are members of the Christian Church, and are highly esteemed 
and suhstantiaI"citizens of Buckhorn Township. 

JEREMIAH B. SIMPSON, M. D. There is no man more highly esteemed in 
a community than the medical practitioner, and there is not among all the 
physicians of Baxter County, Ark., one who is held higher in public favor than 
Dr. Jeremiah "3. Simpson. This gentleman was born in Wayne County, Ill., in 
ISS I, to John "V. and Sallie (Murphy) Simpson, the former of whom was also 
born there. The oaternal grandfather, \Villiam Simpson, was a Tennesseean, 
and a pioneer of Wayne County, Ill., where he lived and died. John "V. Simp
son was a worthy tiller of the soil, and while pursuing this honorable calling 
was cut down by the hand of death in ISSO, when about forty-five years of age. 
His widow still survives him. Dr. Jeremiah B. Simpson was the second of 
eight children born to his parents, and his youthful days were spent in attend
ing the public schools of Wayne County, and assisting his father in the duties 
of the farm. At the age of eighteen or nineteen he began tilling the soil on 
his own responsibility, but after a time commenced reading medicine und~r 
Dr. S. \\7. Vertreese at Fairfield, and later graduated from the Medical Depart
ment of the University of Louisville, having himself earned the money to 
take him through this institution. In 1873 he commenced the practice of his 
profession in Ozark County, Mo., at St. Ledger, but three years later came to 
Mountain Home, where he has since resided, and where he has built up a 
practice which is a credit to him and a just tribute to his ability and knowledge 
of his most important profession. He was for some time associated in prac
tice with A. J. Brewer, then with R. C. \~allace, and also with a brother for 
three years, the latter, Joseph H. Simpson, becoming his partner after he had 
read medicine with him for some time. He has had a large and increasing 
general practice since locating at Mountain Home. and is regarded as one of 
the most successful and reliable of physicians. He is a member of the board 
of trustees of the College at Mountain Home, was one of the prime movers 
in the organization of the same. and as a citizen is public spirited and helpful 
toward all public interests, for no man has the prosperity and well being of the 
great mass of his fellow-citizens more neady at heart than he. He is a mem
ber of the 1. O. O. F., in which he has attained to the encampment (has 
attained high rank in the A. F. & A. M.), and is also a member of the K. of 
H., which he has represented in the Grand Lodge of Arkansas. He is presi
dent of the Baxter County Medical Society, and is vice-president of the Dis
trict Medical Society, composed of Baxter and Marion Counties. In ISS2 hE' 
was united in marriage with Miss Lugilla Hicks of this county, a daughter of 
Maj. T. 1. Hicks, by whom he has two sons and two daughters. The Doctor 
and his wife are members of the Baptist Church and move in the most select 
social circles of their section. 

SIMEON P. MAPLES. In no part of Missouri is agriculture in a more flour
ishing condition than in Christian County, and here Mr. Maples is considered 
o?~ of the leading tillers ()f the soil. Like two-thirds of the representative 
CItIzens of the county he is it native of Tennessee, his birth occurring in Brad-
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ley County October 2, 1842, but he is now a law-abiding and public-spirited 
man of his adopted county. He is a son of Simeon P. and Elizabeth (Webb) 
Maples, the grandson of josiah I\Iaples and the great-grandson of Josiah 
Maples, Sr., who was born in France. .At an early date the latter crossed the 
strait to England with two brothers, and subsequently came to the United 
States. This was prior to the Revolution, and he served under Gen. Wash
ington during that war. He married and reared a family in Virginia, but later 
removed to Tennessee, where he tilled the soil in McMinn County until his 
death. Josiah Maples, Jr., was born in the Old Dominion, and when but a boy 
he moved with his parents to McMinn County, Tenn., where he married. In 
1854 he came to Christian County, Mo., and followed fanning until his death 
the following year. He was the father of nine children. Our subject's 
maternal grandfather, Thomas Webb, was a blacksmith bv trade, but in con
nection also carried on farming. He married Miss Susan Shull, and both died 
in Tennessee. The parents at our subject were born in Sevier County, Tenn., 
the father june 21, IS 17, and the mother in 1820. They were married in 
McMinn County, later removed to Bradlev County, and then returned to 
McMinn County where they remained until'l855, when they came by wagon 
to Christian County, Mo., being seven weeks on the road. They located in 
what is now Lincoln Township and began immediately to improve and make 
a home. There they reside at the present time. Mr. Maples has been a life
long farmer, following in the footsteps of his ancestors, and is a substantial 
and worthy citizen. He and wife have been members of tbe Missionary Bap
tist Church for many years. They became the parents of thirteen children, 
as follows: Pleasant, of Stone County, was in the Eighth Missouri Cavalry, 
Missouri State Militia, and was all through the war (he was captured at 
Ozark and paroled two days later); Ephraim was a soldier in the Eighty-first 
Illinois Infantry, and died at Memphis in 1863; Simeon P., subject; Timothy, 
of this county, was in the Eighth Missouri State Militia from 1863 to close of 
the war; Mary, deceased, was the wife of Noah Maples; i\Iartha, wife of 
William Maples, of this county; Arnold died in this county during the II·ar; 
Susannah died during the war; Marissa died in this county; Rebecca is the 
wife of Bird Thomas, of this county; Lucinda, wife of William Henry, of this 
county; and Joseph, of Stone COllnty. As our subject grew to mature years 
he became familiar with farming in all its details, but unfortunately obtained 
but limited schooling. In june, 1861, he joined the Home Guards for three 
months, and on the 17th of August of the same year he enlisted in Company 
D, Twenty-fourth Missouri Infantry, for three years. He operated principally 
in Missouri, Kentucky, Tennessee, Alabama, IVIississippi, Louisiana and Ark
ansas. He was in a number of prominent engagements and numerous skir
mishes, but was never captured nor wounded. On the 14th of October, 1864, he 
was discharged and then went to Union County, Ill., where he resided six 
years. In December, 1864, he married J\Iiss Mary, daughter of Noah and 
Sarah (Greenway) J\Iaples, and a native of McMinn County Tenn. Her par
ents were natives of Sevier and Bradley Counties, Tenn., and her father was a 
brother of her husband's father. The father died in Union County, Ill., in June, 
1867, and his widow died in this county in November, 1883. Both were mem
bers of the Christian Church. Mr. Maples wa~ a corporal in the Eighty-first 
Illinois Infantry for about eighteen months and left a hand at Vicksburg. 
Six living children have been born to our subject and wife: Simeon David, 

, Eve Harriet, William Houston, Charles Campbell, Robert Hershal and Lloyd 
Harmon. In 1870 Mr. Maples located in Stone County and five years latcr 
came to his present farm near Boaz Postoffice, twelve miles west of Ozark. 
There he has 120 acres with about seventy acres under cultivation. He and 
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wife have been members of the Missionary Baptist Church for fifteen years, 
and in his political views Mr. Maples is a Republican, as are all his people. 

BENJAMIN F. EVANS. The life of Mr. Evans has been marked by deep 
conviction of duty, which has led him to conscientiously regard all trusts 
reposed in him. Possessed of praiseworthy.ambition to succe~~ he has ~pplIed 
himself with great diligence to business, selzlIlg all opportullltles for lllforlll
ing himself thoroughly as to minor details. This explains his ready gTasp 
of the whole field of operations and the signal success that has attended his 
business career. Such a man is capable of filling any position, for the people 
know that he will act for them as he would for himself. 1'111'. Evans is now 
the capable mayor of Vvinona, Mo .. and was elected to that position by the 
Democratic party, of which he is a strong advocate. He was born in Union 
City, "Vest Tenn., in 1845, and is a son of Benjamin and Mary (Scott) Evans, 
natives, respectively, of Virginia and Kentucky. The parents were married in 
Tennessee and passed their entire lives there, the father engaged in farming. 
He enlisted in the "Var of 1812, but too late to take part. At the time of his 
death, which occurred in 1885, he was three months over ninety years of age. 
He was treasurer of Obion County Tenn., at the commencement of the war 
and in politics was a Democrat. He was also a prominent member of the 
Missionary Baptist Church. Mr. Evans has been three times married, as had 
also his wife, and they reared a good-sized family. Benjamin F. Evans 
sp,ent his school days at Union City, and on May 15,186[, he enlisted in the 
Fourth Tennessee Infantry, twelve months' service at that time. Later he 
was with the Twelfth Kentucky Cavalry, Confederate Army, and was with 
the same until April 21, 1865. He was severely wounded at Union City, Tenn. 
Mr. Evans fought bravely for the" lost cause" and participated in the follow
ing engagements: Belmont, Island No. 10, New Madrid, Shiloh, Harrisburg, 
Paducah, Ky., Fort Pillow, and while with Forrest's army was in many skir
mishes. The last time he was captured by the Federals he was taken to 
Alton, Ill., and remained there until exchanged two months later at Vicks
burg, Miss. He subsequently held the position of recruiting- officer in West 
Tenne~see and was thus engaged at the close of the war. Soon after cessa
tion ot hostilities and after recovering from his severe service Mr. Evans 
began working at the carpenters' trade at Union City, Tenn., and continlled this 
for six years. After this he bought, sold and shipped staves to New Orleans, 
and continued this until 1876, when he came to Missouri and located at Golden 
City. There he made his home until about 1888, was city marshal there for 
three years and the balance of the time was following- his trade. Coming to 
Winona he engaged in his trade and built many of the best residences of the 
city. Two years later he was elected mayor and justice of the peace and has 
discharged the duties of these offices in an able and satisfactory manner. He 
also engaged in the real estate and insurance business. In the year 1869 he 
was married to Miss Sallie E. Ward, daughter of Rev. John W. Ward, of 
Obion County, Tenn., and they have four children, three daughters and a son. 
ML Evans is a member of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church, and he and 
wife are highly esteemed in the county. He is a member of the Masonic 
fraternity. 

EVAN D. ROBERTS, a prominent citizen of Jobe Township, Oregon County, 
Mo., was born in Hamilton County, east Tenn., June 19, r847, and was third in 
order of birth of an old-fashioned family oftwelve children born to Joseps M. 
and Mary (Davis) Roberts, natives, respectively, of east Tennessee and North 
Carolina. The parents made their home in east Tennessee until 1870, and 
then came to Missouri and located in Texas County, near Houston, where 
they reside at the present time. For the most part he has been engaged in the 
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blacksmith's trade, and many years ago he was postmaster at Zion Hill in east 
Tennessee. Both parents are members of the Missionary Baptist Church. On 
his father's farm in east Tennessee our subject grew to mature years and 
learned the blacksmith's trade. He also received his scholastic training 
there and after growIng up started out for himself as a farmer. He came to 
MissourJ with his parents in 1870, and made his home in Texas County ror 
about nme y?ars near I~ouston. 1< rOI~1 there he came to Oregon County and 
located on F reden~k Creek! three rmles above the mouth, where he bought 
a farm, part of whIch he stIll owns. Where he now lives he owns 145 acres, 
some of which is under cultivation, a.nd he built the mill near the Blue Springs. 
ThIs IS the best water-power mIll m the county. He established the office 
at Bill More and was appointed postmaster. In the year 1880 Mr. Roberts 
was married to Miss Martha Jane Thomason, a native of Alabama, and the 
daughter of \V.]. lhomason. Two children were the fruits of this union: 
Mary Nancy and Margie. Mr. Roberts has made his way in life, and is a 
credit to himself and to the community. In politics he is a Democrat. Mrs. 
Roberts is a member of the Methodist Church. 

HUN. GEORGE \VASHINGTON SHEDD. He whose name heads this sketch 
has been successful in the various occupations to which his attention has been 
directed throughQut life, and at the present time he is not only successfully 
engaged in tilling the soil and raising stock, but he also practices law, in 
which profession he has attained prominence. He was born in the county in 
which he now lives April 17,1847, a son of William C. and Mary A. (Sinclair) 
Shedd, who were born in Reading, Vt., in 1800 and\Vashington County, Mo., 
respectively. The father spent the early part of his life in a store in his native 
town, but until he was seventeen years of age he was an attendant of the best 
schools of his native State. He left home at the age of sixteen years, and soon 
after finishing his education he spent a few years in New York, then came to 
Missouri and was married in \Vashington County. He soon after located in 
Shannon County, and began selling goods at Blue Springs, but a few years 
later opened a store at the mouth of Jack's Fork, later four miles below Blue 
Springs and then in Spring Valley. He also improved a good farm at this 
place, but when the war came up, he dropped all former occupations in 1862, 
went to Rolla and was in the provost marshal's office a short time. He died 
in Phelps County in 1863, and his death was much regretted, for he was a 
useful public-spirited citizen and an accommodating and cordial friend and 
neighbor. He was quite an active politician and was circuit clerk of Shannon 
County for many years, and no better man could have been found for the 
position, for he was talented, well educated, and at all times faithful to his 
duties. He was a stanch Union man during the war. He had one brother 
and two sisters: Norman Fisk, who is a railroad man of Massachusetts; Mary 
Ann and Francis Marion (deceased). The maternal grandfather of the subject 
of this sketch, Samuel Sinclair, was one of the pioneers of Washington 
County, Mo., but he eventually died in Shannon County in 1861, where he had 
lived a good many years. He spent a number of years among the Indians in 
the early days of Missouri, and was one of the most noted bear hunters in the 
country, his death resulting from exposure while out hunting. He was of 
English descent and a farmer by occupation. His wife died befo.re the wa!, 
after she had borne him a large family. The mother of the subject of thIS 
sketch died ] une 10, 1894, in Shannon County, a worthy member of the 
Missionary Baptist Church, and the mother of six sons and one daughter: 
Alfred F., who was a soldier in Company L, Third Missouri Cavalry Volunteers, 
U. S. A., and served from August, 1862, until the war closed, died in Phelps 
County in 1879, a farmer; George Washington; Francis Marion, of this county; 
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William Parker,who died in Phelps County in 1862; Sylvester, who died about 
1859; and Mary Ann, wife of Alfred Deatherage. George W. Shedd was 
reared in the wilds of Shannon County, and the most of his education was 
obtained from his father. In 1862 he went to Phelps County, where he made 
his home for eleven years and labored in the iron works there, although he at 
various times followed other occupations. On the 4th of March, 1~74, he led 
to the altar Miss Lovina, daughter of James Allison, who was a Virginian by 
birth, but who at an early day came to IVlissouri, and resided in variOlls coun
ties, where his attention was given to tilling the soil. He died in Phelps 
County about February 12, J 888, his wife also pas,ing from life there 
May 3, 1874. l\Irs. Shedd was born in Texas County, Mo., May 3, 1))54, 
and was there reared and educated. Her union with Mr. Shedd has r,"sulted 
in the birth of the following children: Anna Frances; William A., _Mary 
(deceased) and James A., Effie, Etta, Paralee, Charley, Sylvester and Sadie. 
Immediately after his marriage Mr. Shedd returned to Shannon Count.y and 
has since lived on the old homestead in Spring Valley, where he has a fine and 
well-improved farm of 256 acres. He is a strictly self made man and has 
been a great reader all his life and is therefore an exceptionally well-informed 
man. He always had a liking for law and read many of the best authors on 
this subject and in 1882 was licensed to practice in the Circuit Court by Judge 
J. R. Woodside and has since built up a large practice. He is true to his 
clients' interests and handles his cases in a skillful and able manner. He has 
been a Republican all his life, but voted for Tilden in IR76, and the same year 
was elected associate justice of the Shannon County Court from the vVestern 
District, and ably filled the office for one term of two years. He is a member 
of Summerville Lodge No. 555 of the A. F. & A. M., and as a citizen is 
active, public spirited and substantial. He commands the respect of all and 
'"laS numerous friends. 

HON. SIMEON \V. BUNCH. The fortunate possessor of 205 acres of as good 
.and as there is in the beautiful township of Sparta, our subject is one of the 
progressive farmers and representative citizens of Christian County, Mo., 
where he has long made his home. He came originally from Simpson County, 
Ky., born in 1832, and his parents, William and Malinda (Roark) Bunch, were 
probably natives of Tennessee, where they were reared and married. About 
1831 the parents moved to Simpson COllnty, Ky., and there the father died 
about 1833, when in the prime of life. He was a fanner by occupation and a 
soldier during the Black Hawk War. He was a son of Calloway and Nancy 
Bunch, who died in \Varren County, Ky.., when Ollr subject was but a boy. 
The latter belonged to the old Virginia family of Bunches. After the death 
of her husband the mother of our subject married Joseph Cook, of Kentucky, 
and in 1837 removed with him to Taney County, Mo., where Mr. Cook died a 
few years later. Afterward Mrs. Cook made her home with her children and 
died at the home of her son in Miller County, Mo., about 1883. She was a 
Free-~Vill Baptist in her religious views. When she and her husband first set
tled In Taney County their nearest neighbor was ten miles away aiid the 
country was a wilderness inhabited by Indians and wild animals. Our subject 
is the younges~ of three sons and two daughters: William died during the war 
and.left a fam~ly; Nanc:):, was the wife of J. B. Cook and died many years ago, 
leav1l1g a famIly (Mr. Cook was murdered .for his money during the war); 
J~me:, wa~ a far,mer and was in the East Missouri Militia during the war (he 
dIed 111 M!ller County, Mo., about 1887; and Elizabeth died in Kentucky when 
young. ~Imeon \V'. Bunch ,:",as reared on a farm in Taney County amid the rude 
surro.ll11d1l1g:s of. pIOneer lIfe. and had limited educational advantages. He 
rema1l1ed WIth 111S mother untIl grown, and, in r855 was married to Miss Martha 
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Jackson. a native of Greene County, Mo., who bore him eleven children as fol
!ows: John M:, a merch~nt at .L~ttle Beaver, Do~glas ~ounty. Mo.;James died, 
111 Ozark, leav1l1g a famlly; WIllIam Berry marned MIss Elizabeth Fitch, who 
died, leaving four children, two now living; Mary Elizabeth, wife of A. C. A. 
Secl~ler; Charles M., clerk a~ Ozar.k; Eliza M. married John W. Fitch and died,. 
leav1l1gtwo sons; Alex. married MISS Laura Adams and died, leaving his widow 
and an infant; Benjamin F., now of Texas, married Miss Blanche Wood, daughter 
of J. B. Wood; Martha A. is the wife of Wesley Eledge, of Carroll County, Mo.' 
Ellen and Elbert, twins, areathome Mr. Bunch livedin Taney County until 1862: 
when he removed to Polk County, Iowa, but remained there only about a year, 
when he moved to Illinois. From there he moved to California, 1\10., and in 
1866 purchased a farm in Jasper County, Mo., where he made his home until 
1688, when, owing to the ill health of his family, he returned to his old home in 
Taney County. There he resided until March 4, 1889, when he came to his 
present farm. He is engaged in stockraising and graingrowing, also raises 
considerable fruit, and has one of the best farms in the county. Although 
born in the South, Mr. Bunch was a stanch Union man during the war, but 
never took an active part. He was never molested by either army. Since 
his first presidcntial vote, which was cast for James Buchanan in 1856, 
he has affiliated with the Democratic party and he has held many of the county 
offices. In 1856 he was elected assessor of Taney County and held that posi
tion for two years, when Taney County included a part of Christian, Stone and 
Douglas Counties, and embraced his present farm. In 1858 he was appointed 
to the same office, holding that position two years, and so ably and well did he 
discharge the duties of the same, that he was reelected in 1860, serving until 
interfered with by the war. In 1870 he was elected to represent Taney County 
in the Legislature and served on the committee on county and county 
boundary, etc., and introduced several important measures, although none 
becamc laws. Again his services were appreciated and he was reelected in 
1872. In 1874 he was offered the nomination, and was even solicited by 
Republicans, but refused to accept the nomination. In 1892 he was prevailed 
upon to accept the nomination for the same office in Christian County, but 
positively refused. He is a prominent Mason and now holds membership in 
Friend Lodge No. 352, at Ozark. For many years this worthy citizen has been 
a deacon in the l\Iissionary Baptist Church, and the entire family hold mem
bership in the same. Mr. Bunch is very familiar with the pioneer days of 
Taney County, and contended with the hardships and privations incident to 
that early period. In those days people went to Booneville with ox teams to 
do their marketing and were five or six weeks in making the trip. The near
est mill was north of Springfield, fifty-four miles away, and when attending 
church, the men carried their guns to protect themselves from wild animals. 

THOMAS L. ROBERTSON. A man's life work is the measure of his success, 
and he is truly the most sllccessful man who, turning his powers into the chan
nel of an honorable purpose, accomplishes the object of his endeavor. In 
the study of every man's life we find some mainspring of action, something 
he lives for. In Thomas L. Robertson it seems to have been an ambition to 
make the best use of his native and acquired powers, and tc develop in him. 
self a true manhood. A native of Stone County, born October 26, 1856, his 
early life was spent in Ozark, attending the sclwols of that place. Later he 
became a clerk in his father's store, and when about twenty years of age went 
to St. Louis, where he was with a wholesale hOllse for about a year and a half. 
Returning to Ozark he bought out the interest of Mr. Yoachum and embarked 
in business with his father. In the year 1874 he entered Drury College and 
there remained for about a year and a half, thus securing a good, practical 

27 
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education. The business in II'hich he is now engagce! is one of thc oldest in Christian County, having been established in 1864, and they carry a fine linc of dry goods, boots and shoes, hats and caps, clothlllg, etc., valI~ed at about $10,000. This business is owned by the heirs of the estate and IS under the general managcmcnt of Thomas L. Robertson, assisted by his brother \Villiam L. Both are trustworthv and reliable business men and dese1"\'c the SllCcess that has attended their ~fforts. 1\lr. Robertson is a Mason, a member of Friend Lodge No. 352, and has been master of the same for six years. He is also a member of the A .. 0, U. \\'. In politics he is Democratic and takes an active part in all slich matters. He was married in Christian County to Miss AnnIe Lowing', daughter of \V. A. Lowing, of Christian COllnty, and a native of this count\' born .0.'ovember 28, 1862. TII'o chIldren, Lllll11e and Lola, are the fruits or 'this union. The family attend the Christian Church, of which both Mr. and l'IIrs. Robertson are members, and he is a meIllber of the G. A. R. post at Ozark, which was named by Mr. Robertson. JAMES \V. ROIlEl<TSOt\ (deceased). There is little need to portray the virtues or defend the memory of this gentleman, for he lives in the affection of his family and friends as a de\'oted husband, kind neighbor and publicspirited citizen. During the many years he resided in Christian County he was to the people all that is required in good citizcnship, public enterprise and sympathetic friendship. In the love of his estimable wife he found his cares lightened, and in the respect of his fellow-citizcns received the reward oUlis faithfulness. l\Ir. Robertson was born in middle Tennessee May IS, 1830, and was a son of Lindsey Robertson, whose ancestors came from England to this country at an early date. The first member of the family to cross the ocean to America was Thomas Robertson, who located in the Old Dominion. The original of this notice left his native State·and came to Greene County, Mo., in 1837, locating near Republic with his parents. There he grew to mature years, and assisted his father in clearing a tract of Government land, for they were among the pioneers. He obtained such educational advantages as those days afforded, and when about twenty-two years of age branched out for himself. He and his brother, T. E. Robertson, went to the mouth of Finley Creek, and bought the old Lochmer Mill, following milling from 1854 until r86r, when the war put a stop to the business. Our subject enlisted in Company F, Fourteenth JV1issouri Cavalry, and was appointed captain of the same, serving about a year in that capacity. He was then discharged on account of disability, and after returning home he took his family and moved to Iowa, residing in \Vashington County for about a year, and following farming for the most part. In 1864 he returned to Christian County, and located at Ozark, where he opened up a store and engaged in general merchandising. The business was first conducted under the title of Robertson, Adams & Co., but in a year or so this was changed to Robertson & Yoachum. Business was conducted under this title up to 1878, when Mr. Yoachum retired, and T. L. Robertson, the eldest son of our subject, came into the business, when the name was changed to ]. VV. Robertson & Son. Aeain the firm name was changed in 1884, the next elder son, VV. L. Robertson, coming into the business, and it has since continued J. W. Robertson & Sons. Our subject was well and favorably known all over the Ozark Region, and had the confidence of a long and steadily increasing line of patrons. He accumulated a good property, and by his upright, honorable career won a host of warm friends. In 1866 he was one of the organizers of the Christian County Bank, and the first president of the same, holding that position at the time of his death. He owned a large tract of land in this county, and was largely engag-ed and deepiy interested in agricultural pursuits. He was also interested in the 
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lead and zinc mines of the district. He was ever deeply interested in political 
matters, bell1g a stan.ch Democrat, and held a number of public offices, among 
them bell1g county Judge. Fraternally he was a Mason, member of Friend 
Lodge No. 352, and was at one time Grand Master. This esteemed and most 
wortl.1Y c!tizen passe~ away on the farm near Ozark in August, 1887. He was 
marned 111 Greene County, Mo., to Miss Martha]. Payne, a native of that 
county, bc:rn in 1835, and the daughter of Larkin and Rebecca Payne, who 
came to Gre::ne County at ~n early day. Mrs. Robertson is now residing in 
(!zark,. and, IS a la?y wh.o IS highly esteemed. She and family attend the 
Chnstlan Church, 111 whIch the father was deacon for many years. Nine 
c!1ildren were born to I\'[r. and Mrs. Robc;-tson, as follows: T. L.; W. L.; Mary 
l~., who (lIed when two years of age; Sarah A., who was the wife of A. !VI. 
Smith, M. D., of Arkansas, died August 27, 1893; Lucy]. is the wife of Len 
Walker, of Springfield; Anna I'll. is the wife of Rev. W. F. Turner, of Lexing
ton, Ky.; Rebecca B., who resides with her mother in Ozark; John W., \\'ho 
is ;d50 with the mother, and James A., who is a student in Drury College. 
Honest, industrious and enterprising, Mr. Robertson will long be remembered 
in the county. 

CHARLES R. FULIlRIGllT. In tracing back the genealogy of the Fulbright 
famrly we find that It sprang from good old German stock. 'vVilliam Fulbright, 
the great-grandfather of our subject, was a native of the Old North State, and 
spoke the German language fluently. He married Miss Ruth Hollingsworth 
and went to Tennessee where he became the owner of a large farm and many 
negroes. In the spring of 1830 he came to Greene County, Mo., with his family, 
making the trip in wagons; he also brought thirty slaves. He had four brothers 
who came to IVlissouri with families: David, John, Martin and Daniel, and from 
these brothers sprang the Fulbrights. Several of them settled in Laclede 
County, 'vViIliam being the only one to remain in Greene County, and he settled 
near a spring ncar the Gulf Railroad shops. This spring was ever after called 
the "Fulbright Spring." He entered a large tract of land, and most of the 
south part of Springfield is now on that land. The country was open, covered 
with grass and with large trees scattered about, presenting a beautiful 
appearance. The country was full of game-deer and wild turkeys. Mr. Ful
bright was a practical farmer, which business he carried on extensively, and 
provided the largely increasing migration which came into the county with 
farm products. He had one unvarying price for his products without regard to 
the market prices, his price for corn being 50 cents per bushel. It being a new 
cOllntry, corn was high and often sold for Sr per bushel, but he did not 
alter his price. Himself and wife were members of the Christian Church. Mr. 
Fulbright lived to be about sixty years of age. His house was always open 
to the early settlers and many of them made it a stopping place. He weighed 
300 pounds, and was known far and wide among the pioneers. His children 
were named as follows: Ephraim R., Henry, John L., David L., Wilson, Samuel, 
William D., Daniel N. and Elkana. The eldest of these children, Ephraim R., 
grandfather of our subject, was born in North Carolina, January 15, 1809, and 
was about five years of age when his parents moved to Tennessee in 18q. and 
was a young man of twenty-one when the family moved to Springfield. He was 
reared a farmer and received but little education, but could read and write and 
do ordinary business. He married Miss Elizabeth Yount, daughter of John 
and Abigail (Brouton) Yount. To this union were born eight children: 
Telitha, Francis A., Henry V., John Y., William W., Abigail, Mary E. and 
Annie S., all born in Greene County, Mo., except the eldest, who was born in 
Cole County, Mo. After his marriage Mr. Fulbright remained in Jefferson 
City a year or two and then returned to Springfield. There he followed farm-
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ing on the old homestead until 1~62, .wh~nhe moved to Boon~ County, Ark., 
where he settled on a farm. He IS stdl hvmg, and although eIghty-sIx years 
of age has retained his faculties well. He was one of the prominent old settlers 
before the war, owned thirty negroes, but lost greatly during the war, his 
farm buildings and fences having been burned. All through his life he was. a 
peaceful, industrious, law-abiding citizen, and brought up a respectable famIly 
of children. His son John Y., father of our subject, was born on his father's 
farm, ncar Fulbright Springs, May 2, 1836, and received his education at 
Arkansas College, at Fayetteville, Ark. Later he entered upon his career as .an 
agriculturist and marr·ied Miss Martha H., daughter of Charles A. and LOUIsa 
Ann (Weaver) Hayden. l\Ir.Hayden was of an old American family of 
English descent, and was born in Kentucky. His father was a Christian 
preacher, and the first of that denomination to preach in Greene County, 
Mo., also the first to register in the United States Land Office at Springfield. 
Charles A. Hayden was a colonel in the Missouri State Militia before 
the war, has been a prominent farmer and citizen, and is yet living and 
doing business in this county. After marriage Mr. Fulbright settled on 
land two and one-half miles west of Springfield, and there he still 
resides. This is a fine farm of 160 acres, besides which Mr. Fulbright owns 
340 acres in Greene County, some of which is near the corporation and valu
able. To Mr. and Mrs. Fulbright have been born four children: Lucy, Charles 
R., Mary and William. Mrs. Fulbright is a member of the Christian Church, 
and socially Mr. Fulbright is a member of Solomon Lodge of Masons, of 
Springfield, \\'as master of his lodge eleven years, and was district deputy 
grand master four years. Politically he is a Democrat. 1\1r. I' ulbright has 
devoted most of his attention to agriculture and stockraising. He is a mem
ber of the State Board of Agriculture, and holds the office of vice-president. 
He is a man of education, excellent business acumen, stands high as a man 
of integrity 0 fcharacter, and comes from one of the oldest and best Southern 
families. His son, Charles R., subject of this sketch, and a prominent hard
ware merchant of Sparta, Mo., owes his nativity to Greene County, Mo., his 
birth occurring May 4, 1863. He secured a good practical education in the 
schools of Springfield, and started out in business for himsel f as a hard ware 
merchant of Sparta in 1886. Since that time he has carried on a very success
ful business, has a full line of light and heavy hardware, and has already proven 
himself a competent, reliable man. He is with the Democratic party in poli
tics, and has taken a prominent part in all public matters. He has been chair
man of the County Democrat Committee for the past four years, and has 
been a delegate to all the State conventions since he has lived in Sparta. He 
is a leader in politics in Christian County. Fraternally he is a Mason, a mem
ber of Sparta Lodge No. 296, and an Odd Fellow of that lodge at Sparta. lIe 
has held off:ices in both the orders. Mr. Fulbright selected his wife in the 
person of J\Ilss Laura Hornback, a native of Christian County, and the daugh
ter of John Hornback. One child, Maxie J., has been born to this union. The 
family attend the Christian Church, of which Mrs. Fulbright is a member, and 
they are leading young people of the county. !\II'. Fulbright is an active, 
pushing business man, has made a good property, and has a pleasant home in 
Sparta. He is also the owner of considerable real estate. He is doing an 
annual business of $10,000. 

DR. G. P. S. BROWN. Prominent in the professional world of Christian 
County.is th~ name of Dr. Brown, whose services to humanity are worthy of 
record Il1 thIS volume, for the professional career of a skillful and devoted 
physician ever furnishes material of great interest to all readers, and the life 
narrative of Dr. Brown is no exception to this general statement. He is a na-
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tive of Greene County! Mo., born in 1853, and the son of John D. and Mary 
(Bray) Brown, both n?-tIves of the Old North State, the father's birth occurring 
in Randolph County I": 1798, and the. mother's in 1808. John S. Brown, the 
grandfather, was born. In North Carolma and was of English origin. John D. 
Brown, father' of subject, was a prominent attorney, a wise counselor, and a 
man who won the respeet of all with whom he came in contact. At an early 
date he remov~d to l\r~ansas, and soon after to Greene County, Mo., locating 
on a tract of WIld prame land near Henderson. This he changed into a fine 
farm, an~ on it he died in 1863 of smallpox. For a number of years he was 
probate Judge of Ran.do.lph County; also held the office of district attorney, 
and was school commISSIOner of Greene County, Mo., for some time. In pol
itics he was a stanch advocate of Democratic principles and an active worker 
for his party. A.t t~le breaking out. of the R~bellion he was quite wealthy, 
but lost much of hIS property dunng that tIme. Mrs. Brown is still liv
ing, and has now reached the advanced age of ninety years. Of the seven chil
dren born to this excellent couple, five sons and two daughters, three of the 
sons are prominent physicians. The eldest son, Joseph Addison, graduated 
from the McDonald Medical College, of St. Louis, and is a prominent physi
cian of Greene County; Emeline married William Jessup, of Jamestown, Ark.; 
Lydia (deceased) was the wife of Anderson Pendleton, of Christian County; 
John D., of Lead Hill, Ark .. was with Gen. Price in the Confederate Army, 
and was once wounded; Dr. Eli B., a prominent physician of Billings; Will
iam T., a soldier in the Federal Army about one year, was honorably dis
charged for disability caused by a sunstroke; and Dr. G. P. S., our subject. 
The father of these children was a Baptist in his religious belief and a pioneer 
of Greene County, Mo. Mrs. Brown's father, Eli Bray, was born in Randolph 
County, N. C., and was a prominent farmer and a wealthy citizen. During his 
YOllthf.ul days Dr. G. P. S. Brown was taught the duties of farm life, and 
received the principal part of his education in the private schools of Spring
field. After that he studied medicine with his brothers, and in 1877 and 1878 
attended the Keokuk College, of Iowa. In 1890 he was graduated from the 
St. Louis College of Physicians and Surgeons. In 1877 he began practicing 
at Ozark, and about a year later he located at Nixa, where he has built up an 
extensive and paying practice. He also has an interest in a drug store at Nixa, 
and owns a good farm of forty acres near that town. On this farm he has a 
good residence and tasty and commodious outbuildings. The Doctor was 
married in 1875 to Miss Eva Edwards, a native of Christian County, Mo., and 
the datlghter of C. and N. E. Edwards, who came here at a very early day. 
Four children have been born to Dr. and Mrs. Brown: Maude E., postmIstress 
at Nixa; Homer E., Frank L. and Lillian G. Dr. Brown is a member of the 
Southwestern Medical Association, and one of the leading physicians of the 
county. Like his father, he is a decided Democrat in politics, and takes a 
deep interest in all worthy enterprises. 

STANFORD CHAPMAN, Ozark, Mo. Few men have lived more quietly and 
unostentatiously than Mr. Stanford Chapman, and yet few have exerted a 
more salutary influence upon the immediate so~iety in whic~ they rnov~, .01' 
impressed a community with a more profound relIance on thel,r honor, a?I~lty 
and sterling worth. His life has not been mark7~ by startlIng o.r stnkmg 
contrasts but it has shown how a laudable ambitIOn may be gratIfied when 
accompa~ied by pure motives, perseverance, industry an~ st7adfastness. of 
purpose. Mr. Chapman came originally from Tennessee, hiS birth occur:mg 
June 3, 1825. He is the son of Benjamin and Mary (Cavett) Chal?man, natives 
of Tennessee. About 1830 or 1831 the parents came. to MiSSOUrI, and located 
on Little Riley, where they remained but a short time, when they came to 
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Christian County and settled near Ozark. There the father followed farming and stockraising successfully until his death in 1872, when tieventy-tllio years of age. He was a well-known and prominent man in his clay, serving as judge of Greene County for twelve years and justice of the peace many years. In politics he was a lifelong Democrat, and in religion a Baptist. \Vhen making the trip from Tennessee to Missouri, Mr. Chapman came in it large sixhorse wagon, and although his early life in this new country was olle of privation and hardship, he persevered, and at the tillle of his death oWlled a tract of 320 acres of land. He was one of the progres~ive pioneers, and did much to improve and advance the county. The towns of Spring'field and Ozark had not been heard of in those days, game was plentiful, and although pioneer life is considered anything but a pleasant experience, they had good times, and people were much more sociable than at the present day. 1\lrs. Chapman, who was a lifelong member of the Baptist Church and a most estimable lady, died in 1870, when eighty years of age. Previous to her unioll with Mr. Chapman she had married a Mr. Peter Smart, by whom she had five children: Sandy, EIitia, Harry, William and Martha. To her second union four children were born: Matthew, who resides ncar Ozark; Gene\'a, who married Joseph Gibson and lives in Boone County, Ark.; Stanford, our subject; and Critendon, who died ill IBI\7. The latter was married and lived about five miles south of Billings, where he followed farming. Stanford Chapman was five years of age whcn his parents came to this county, and he attended the subscription schools of his day. \Vhcn twenty-onc years of ag'c he started out to hoc his own road in life as a farmer, and located on a tract of about 230 acres one-half mile west of Ozark. There he resided for about fifteen years, and then sold out and moved to Cooper County, on the Missouri River. This was in 1865, and he farmed for one year, after which he returned to Christian County and bought a tract of land five miles north of Ozark, on the Springfield road. There were 2lO acres in this farm, on which he made his home until 1892, when he sold out and moved to Billings, where he has a very pleasant home. In the year 1848 he was married to Miss Drllcilla A. Horn, daughter of Thomas and Elizabeth (Knox) Horn, pioneer settlers of this county, the Horn family locating herc as early as 183 r. II er parents wcre born in Giles County, Tenn., and both died in this county, the father in 184.3. They were the parents of six children: Rachel, D.1\., Elizabeth, Judith, James K. and Martha. AI! these children arc deceased, with the exception of Mrs. Chapman, and Elizabeth, who is Mrs. Cox, of Ozark. Mrs. Chapman was born in Tennessee in 1828, and was quite young- when her parents moved to ihis county. lier fathf>r was sheriff of Greene County two or three terms, and was an influential citizen, being well known all over the county. To our subjcct and wife a family of eight children have been given, six of whom are living: Thomas J. was killed by his team in 1872, when twenty-three years of ag'e; Mary E., who is the wife of 1\1. Canard, of this county, has four children·Macie 1'., John S., Franklin and Martha; Emmon C. died when two years of age; Janiva, the wife of L. P. Wells, of Billings; Ella, wife of H. V. Reed, of Billings; William S., a resident of Greene County, where he follows farming; Missouri, the wife of L. P. Gibson, of Ozark; and Jude, at home. In politics Mr. Chapman is a Democrat. In 11\76 he was elected to the office of judge of the county court, but resigned the position. Be is now retired from active business life, and resides at Billings. He is a stockholder in the Christian County Bank at Ozark, owns some nice town property and a handsome residence. Socially he is a Mason, a member of Ozark Lodge. 
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VVRIGHT SIMPSON, a prominent citizen residing four miles northeast of 
Alton, is a native of DeKalb County, Tenn., born in the year 1839, and is the 
son of Thomas Simpson and Nancy (Moreland) Simpson, the father a native 
of Rockingham County, N. c., and the mother of Carter County, East Tenn. 
The parents were married in Warren County, Tenn., and resided in that 
and DeKalb Counties until 1853, when they came to Missouri, where they 
located in township 24, range 4 and section 13. This farm was in the dense 
woods and the nearest neighbor lived as far away as Alton. Mr. Simpson 
owned 440 acres of land and with the assistance of our subject cleared the 
place and became the owner of a fine tract. There his death occurred March 
19, 1873, when seventy-seven years of age, his birth occurring October 7, 1796. 
Mrs. Simpson was horn November 12,1794, and she died in December,ISss. 
They were married June 4, 1817. \Vhile a resident of Tennessee Mr. Simpson 
was trustee of his district, and after coming to Missouri he represented the 
county in the Legislature from 1855 to' 1858. He introduced the bill making 
Howell a county. After the war he held the office of county judge. In pol
itics he was a Democrat. Farming was his principal occupation in life. Peter 
Simpson, grandfather of our subject, was born in 1742 and died in Cannon 
County, Tenn. He was a cousin of Daniel Boone, and of Irish descent. 1\Irs. 
Simpson's father, William Moreland, was a soldier in the Revolutionary War 
and was at SaratJga when Gen. Burgoyne surrendered. He sen'ed seven 
years in that war. Born to the parents of our subject were the following chil
dren : Sallie, Peter, William, Richard, Logan, Betty, John, Thomas, Wade and 
\Nright, our subject. Five are now living. Betty is the wife of Lemuel Bras
well; Peter is a farmer of this countv; and vVade and Thomas are resid
ing in Arkansas. During his youth -and school days our subject resided 
in DeKalb County, Tenn., and Oregon County, Mo., and commenced farming 
on the old homestead before the war. In June, 1861, he became a member of 
McBride's brigade, Foster's regiment, P. R. Simpson's company, where he 
served some time, and then became a member of Col. Coleman's regiment 
and Capt. Greer's company, Mr. Simpson being elected sergeant of his com
pany. After this regiment disbanded he attached himself to Company C, 
Tenth Consolidated Missouri Confederate Infantrv, where he sen~ed until his 
command surrendered to Gen. Canby at Shr~veport, La., in 1865. 1\1r. 
Simpson participated in the battles of Wilsoll's Creek, Pleasant Hill, Mans
field, Jenkins' Ferry, Little Rock and numerous skirmishes. He was struck 
by a spent ball, but was never captured or severely wounded, although time 
and again comrades on his right and left were shot down. He was a brave 
and exemplary soldier, and is highly spoken of by his comrades in arms. 
During his service in Arkansas he assisted in baptizing an editor who had 
spoken of the Missouri troops as thieves. The ceremony was ritualistic only 
in the thoroughness of the immersion. After thc war he returned home and 
began farming and attending school in Oregon County, and later began teach
ing in his home and neighboring districts. By his honesty and industry he 
has accumulated a goodly share of this world's goods and now owns 800 acres 
of land, a portion of which is under culti\'atiol1. He has been a lifelong 
Democrat, and while he has never sought office he has lately been nominated 
by his party for the office of county judge, a position he is in every way qual
ified to fill. Mr. Simpson was united in marriage with l\Iiss Samantha Cates 
January 5, 1868. She was born in Hamilton County, Ill., November 26, 1848, 
and died April 30, 1890, in full communion with the United Baptist Church, 
of which she was an exemplalY member. To Mr. and Mrs. Simpson were born 
the following family of children: Nancy S., who became the wife of George 
Bailey; Jonah E.; Eveline, who married R. Ollor; Samuel M., \\'ho married 
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Minnie Tegue; Elizabeth, who became the wife of Clay Turner; Sarah B., 
Thomas]., Margaret Esther, Lemuel W., VirgiJee and Rosabel!. Mr. Simp
son is well and favorably known in Oregon and adjoining counties, and is a 
representative and public-spirited citizen. 

GEORGE "V. COUCH, one of the county's most worthy citizens, is descended 
from substantial Virginia stock, for in that State his father and gTandfather 
were born. The family afterward moved to North Carolina, thcncc to South 
Carolina, from there to Tennessee, Kentucky, Illinois, and Missouri, in which 
State the grandfather, Lindley Couch, passed the closing scenes of his lifc, 
after a long and useful career. Simpson Couch, father of subject, was born 
in Virginia and was there married to Miss Rebecca Roberts, who is still living 
although seventy years of age. 1\1r. Couch died in 1868. Aftcr his marriage 
he went to Illinois and later to Missouri where he located a number of years 
before the birth of our subject. He entered land, the same our subject now 
owns, and as it was all in the woods, on the head of Frederick River, Ilc went 
immediately to work to clear and make a hOllle. lIe followcd farming fur the 
most part, but in an early day he erected a store and embarked in ll1crchan
dising, meeting with good success. Hc held the position of judgc two or 
three terms and was a prominent man in the county. In politics hc was a 
Democrat, and in religion a Baptist. His marriagc resulted in the birth of ten 
children, of whom Judge Couch of this county i~ the eldest and our subjcct 
fourth in order of birth. The latter was born in Oregon County, Mo., March 
6, 1847, and here gained a fair education. In 1864 he joined Frceman's COIl1-

mand and served until the surrender, May 5, 1865. lIe was in all the battles 
of Price's raid besides numerous other battles and skirmishes. He was nevcr 
wounded, nor was he taken prisoner but once and then was rc1casecl after 
thirty days. After the war he commenced farming and has followcd this 
ever since. He owns 200 acres of land, mostly all uncleI' cultivation, and has 
one of the finest tracts of land in the section. He has made all his property 
by his o\\'n exertions, for he started with nothing except a very little assist
ance from his father. About five years ago he started in business, general 
merchandising, and as a business man has made a complete success. In IK80 
he was elected sheriff, held the position two years, anc! that was the only oflice 
he eveF held. Men of far less ability and much less integrity have becn 
selected to fill some of the most important offices within thc gift of the peo
ple. In the year 1865 he was married to Miss Mary E. Davis, who dicd in 
1887. She was the mother of six children, one son and fivc daughters, four 
daughters living. In 1888 he married Miss Sarah C. Davis, of this county, 
who died about a year thereafter. His present wife was Mrs. F. E. Frey, 
who has borne him two children. Mr. Couch is a deacon in the New Salem 
Missionary Baptist Church. In p"litics he is a Democrat and was postmaster 
in Couch four years. 

DR. A. ]. STEPHE:\S. The profession of the physician and surgeon is 
one that has drawn to it, at all periods of its history, the brightest and most 
honorable men; for none but an intelligent, well-informed man could be a 
physician at all, and no physician unless a man of honor, could long retain a 
profitable practice. Howell County, Mo., has always been fortunate in its 
physicians, and it is especially so, during recent years, in its younger gener
ation of practitioners, who have contributed much to the enhancement of the 
city's reputation .. ~S a center of medica! knowledge. Conspicuous among 
these )s Dr. A. J. Stephens, who was born in middle Tennessee, Clay County, 
November 22, 1853, a son of Nathan and Matilda (McQuery) Stephens. The 
father was born in Russell County, Ky., as was also the mother, and soon after 
this marriage they moved to Clay County, Tenn., where both died. The father 
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followed far.ming thn:lUgh !if.e. He was a soldier in the Confederate Army 
for a short time, and m polItics was a Democrat. His father \Villiam Ste
phens, was a native ofthe Old North State and an early pioneel: of Kentuckv. 
He came to Clay County with his son, and there passed the closing scenes of 
his life. He was a soldi~r both in the Warof 1812 and the Mexican War, and 
his father was a RevolutIOnary soldier. The Stephens family is of Irish origin. 
Grandfather Zanby McQuery was a soldier in the War of 1812, and the 
Mexican \Nar also. He was a native of South Carolina, and an early pioneer 
in Kentucky, in which State his death occurred. Dr. A. J. Stephens was fifth 
in order of birth of eight children, as follows: William T., \\'ho sen'ed in the 
Confederate Army, is now living in Texas County, Mo.; Elizabeth, widow of 
George Neggles, is living in Texas County, Mo.; Lucy J., the wife of B. 
Inman, resides in Texas County, Mo.; Malinda (deceased) was the wife of 
Jeff Grogan, of Texas County; A. J., subject; Sarah A., also a resident of 
Texas County, is the wife of Mr. Croxdel; Narcissa P., wife of \ViIliam Ford, 
resides in Shannon County; and Robert E., a farmer of this county. In Clay 
County, Tenn., Dr. A. J. Stephens obtained his early education, and when but 
a lad he left home and came to Texas County, 1\10. For one year he was in 
the Elk Creek Academy, then went to Huston, Texas County, and attended 
school two years; then went to Mt. Grove, Wright County. and attended 
school two years longer. Later he took up the study of medicine under Giles 
Foister, and at the same time he became a teacher. He stLldied medicine 
and attended school up to 1879, and that year was married to Miss Lizzie 
Bolin, daughter of Robert Bolin, of Howell County. Mr. and Mrs. Stephens 
located in Howell Valley, bought a farm, and M1'. Stephens farmed and taught 
school. He completed his. course at the IVIissouri Medical College. of St. 
Louis, in 1891, with high honors, and began practicing the year pre\'ious while 
on his farm north of West Plains. Later he moved to West Plains, and has 
since built up a good practice. 111 1891 he took a trip to California, but after 
remaining there two or three months, and not liking the country, he returned 
to Howell County. The Doctor is a member of the South Missouri Medical 
Association, makes a specialty of diseases of women, and has become well 
known all over southwest Missouri as a successful surgeon in removing tumors 
and other difficult operations. He performed the first and only operation in 
removing an ovary tumor weighing many pounds, and has been successful in 
all his operations, having performed many. He is generally called in by the 
physicians of the county for consultation. The Doctor is the leading surgeon 
in southwest Missouri, and as such is well known. Socially he is an Odd Fel
low, a member of West Plains Lodge No. 263, and politically a Democrat 
and a strong advocate of his party. He is a thorough student of his profes
sion, keeps well up with the times, and does much in the prevention and cure 
of ills that flesh is heir to. He is active in educational matters, and he and 
family attend the First Baptist Church of West Plains. Mrs. Stephens is a 
member of that church. Four children have been born to their marriage: 
Opie, died in infancy; William S., Perry L., Maggie A. and Fred M. The 
Doctor is one of the leading men of West Plains and Howell County, and is an 
honor to the profession. 

ADAM GUTHRIE, JR., M. D. This gentleman is an exceptionally successful 
and popular physician of Quitman. He is scholarly and well informed in 
every branch of his profession, is intelligent and well posted on all matters of 
public interest and stands well in the community, both as a citizen and as a 
professional man. His fath:r, Adam Guthrie, ~r., is a nath'~ of. Nelson 
County, Ky., his birth occurrmg near Bardstown m 1826. I~ Ius :ems flows 
sturdy Scotch blood and from his Scottish ancestors he has mhented many 
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of his most worthy traits of character, being industrious, thrifty and "canny." 
They have been prominent in the history of Kentucky and are still classed 
among the first people of that State or in whatever locality they have chosen 
as their home. Adam Guthrie, Sr., was given excellent educational advantages 
in his youth, is an accomplished and profound scholar and is a graduate of 
the Medical Department of the University of Louisville. In 1852 he went to 
Dallas, Tex., where he remained for some time, then came to Arkansas and 
located in Van Buren County. In 1861 he was married to a Miss Bradley, 
who is now dead, and Adam Guthrie, Jr., is the only fruit of this union. The 
latter was educated in Quitman College, under the supervision of his father, 
and acquired a very thorough knowledge of the world of books, but from 
early youth seemed to have a natural taste for medicine and when but seven 
years 6f age was employed in filling out some of his father's prescriptions. 
He attended medical lectures in 1885-6 and 1886-7, graduating from the Little 
Rock Medical College in the last mentioned year, after which he at once 
entered upon the practice of his profession and at a later period was joined in 
his practice by his father and still later by Dr. Hamilton. In this most noble 
of professions and one of the most beneficial to mankind Dr. Guthrie has met 
with marked success and has shown that he possesses ability of a high order 
and so far as man can be is well equipped to fight with the "grim destroyer." 
He has a large practice among the very best people of the county and his 
patronage is constantly growing as his' success spreads abroad. In 1887 Dr. 
Guthrie married Miss Sarah Greeson, of Clinton, a schoolmate, and in their com
fortable home they dispense a refined, generous hospitality. The Doctor is a 
member of the A. F. & A. M. and has represented both the subordinate lodge 
and chapter in the Grand Lodge of the State. He is president of the 
board of stewards of the Methodist. Episcopal Church, of which he has for 
several years been a member. He was a member of the company that built 
the roller mills at Quitman, which is supposed to be the finest mill in the 
State, and also gave his aid to the erection of the college at this place. He 
is a member of the Medical Association of the State and is first vice-president 
of that body, and also belongs to the American Medical College. He makes 
a point of keeping up with all advances made in his profession and is well 
posted. on all matter,; of public interest. He has recently been chosen presi
dent of section on surgery in the Arkansas State Medical Society, a position 
which he is eminently qualified to filt. 

CAP'l.'. CHARLES M. RICHARDS, real estate dealer of Shannon County, is well 
known here and has done much to build up the interests of this section. Born 
in Pennsylvania, Wyoming Valley, in 1834, he is a son of David P. Richards, 
also a native of that State. The latter followed farming all his' life. On 
his father's farm in Wyoming Valley our subject erew up and in the schools 
of the valley he received his education. When ten years of age he was in the 
postoffice there, remaining eight years, and then, in July, I86r, he joined 
Company 1\1, Ninth Regiment New York Cavalry. Two years later he was made 
captain ot Company C, and was mustered out of service at Buffalo, N. Y., in 
July, 1865. He served in the Army of the Potomac, Sheridan's cavalry corps, 
and participated in many engagements. His regiment was in eighty-six reg
ular b<l;ttles, the most important of which were the following: Gettysburg, 
Fredericksburg, Cold Harbor, Appomattox Courthouse. He was fortunate 
never having been wounded nor taken prisoner. He came out of thi~ 
regiment as captain of Company C, at the close of the war. Afterward 
Mr. Richards went to Kent County, Del., near the capitol, and bought a 
farm on which he remained for several years. From there he went to Wyo
ming Valley, Penn., engaged in the lumbering and contracting business eight 
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years, and then in 1886 went to the Black Hills. There he was encrao-ed in freight!~g, etc., for four years, or until 1.890, when he carne to Shannon"C7Junty, Mo. S1l1ce then he has been engaged 111 the real estate business, and has met with well-deserved success. The Captain has done much to improve and develop this part of the State and the result of his enterprise may be seen on every hand. The population is increasing, prosperous people corne here from other counties, and everyone is contented and happy. Capt. +:'ichards selected his wife in the person of Miss Maggie Cooper, a native of Delaware, who died in Pennsylvania in 1871. Four children were given them, three daughters and a son, the latter deceased. The Captain's second union was with :'IIiss Mariam Cooper, a sister of his first wife. Theyhave one son, HarSCH. Socially Capt. Richards is an Odd Fellow and a member of the G. A. R. in politics he is a Democrat. 
\VlI.L1AM PROCTOR, M. D. (deceased), was a physician who always loved knowledge and as a physician was devoted to his profession, careful in his investigations and gave all the time he could find in his busy life to books and periodicals devoted to medicine and surgery. His range of information was broad, and during the many years he pursued the calling of iEsculapius he \\'on a wide reputatioll and a large practice. He was born in Petersburg, Va., in 1826, and died January 10, 1890, when sixty-four years of age. I-Ie was a graduate of \Villiam and Mary College, of Virginia, and studied law unclc:r his father, Thomas Proctor, who subsequently moved to Tennessee, where the Doctor was his stenographer. During the Mexican war the Doctor joined a Tennessee regiment and fought through the war. He was in the battle of Buena Vista and the City of Mexico, and had command of the flags on the rampart. For bravery he was promoted to the rank of ca tain on the battlefield at Chepultepec, when se\'enteen years of age. After the war he went to vVarren COllnty, Ky.; where he studied medicine. Later he went to the University of Pennsylvania, 'at Philadelphia, and subsequently began practicing in \Varren County. \Vhen the Civil \\'ar broke out he was Government contractor for the Federal Government and furnished a post at Bowling Green with horses and feed for them. He was there all through the war and afterward engaged ill farming and stockraising, and also dealt in tobacco. In the year 1874 he moved to Ripley County, Mo., located at Doniphan, and at once had a large practice which increased as the years passed by. This he continued until his death. He was president of the County Court in 1886 and held that position the remainder of his life. In politics he was a stanch Democrat, but had previously been a \Vhig. I n a financial way he was successful, although while a resident of Kentucky he was obliged to pay heavy security debts. Dr. Proctor was a member of the Missionary Baptist Church. In 1861 he married Miss Mary]. Smith, of Warren County, Ky., and she died in 1864. Five years later he married l\Iiss Helen Bagby, who died in IS8i. In 1888 the Doctor married Mrs. Mary Brooks, of this place. Following the footsteps of his illustrious father, Samuel A. Proctor, after having received a thorough education in the common schools and under a private tutor, entered the Louisville IVlcdical College, from which he graduated in 1884, when twenty rears of age, carrying off one of the honors of the class, and then commenced practicing medicine with his father. For some time he was in the drug business. He now has an extensive practice. He is a member of the ~ ationall\ssociation of Railroad Surgeons of Missouri and Arkansas, and. the Texas ~-\ssocia~ tion of Railroad Surgeons. He was surgeon on the DOIllphan branch of the Iron Mountain Railroad, and since his father's death has taken his father's practice with that of his own. Dr. Proctor married ;\Iiss )Jellie Carter, of this county. He is a member of the K. of P. and A. O. U. \V., is past master 
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workman in the latter, and has represented both lodges in .the G.r~nd Lodge. He is a member of the Methodist Church and a Democrat III polItICS. JOHN W. GARRETT. Howell County, M~., is fortunate in her f.armers and stockmen, who are, almost without exceptIOn, men of energy,. thnft a.nd enterprise, and prominent among these is John W. G:arret.t, who IS a natIve of Overton County, Tenn., where he first saw the lIght III 1845. HIs parents, Jacob and Mary (Chapin) Garrett, were also ~orn. in tha! county, th.e former in 1819 and the latter in 1821, and were marne~ III the State of theIr birth. In 1852 the family came by wagon to what IS now Howell County and entered a tract of land, which now composes a portion of the farm owned by John \N. Garrett. On this farm the father died Oct?ber 6, [856, after a long life spent in tilling the soil, and by hard work gamed a comfortab!e fortune. He was one of fourteen children born to John Garrett, who (lIed III Overton County, Tenn., in 1840, at the age of forty-five years, although he was a native of North Carolina. He was a German by descent and a farmer by occupation. His wife, whose maiden name was Jane Henshaw, was born in 1799 and died in Overton County, Tenn. John Garrett's father, who bore the name of Jacob Garrett, removed from North Carolina to Georgia, thence to Overton County, Tenn., and there he was called from life at the advanced age of ninety years. His wife, Elizabeth Pfeiffer, lived to be over OIle hundred years of age and breathed her last in Overton County. She was born in Germany and came to the United States with her father when about two years old. Her mother having died on the ocean during the voyage to this country, she was reared to womanhood by an aunt. The maternal gTandfather of the subject of this sketch, Paul Stillma;J. Chapin, was born in North Carolina in l799. His mother, whose maiden name was Elsie Arnett, died when he was a few weeks old and he was brought by his father, Capt. Paul Chapin, to Tennessee, and in Overton County of that State he was reared and educated and finally married. He later moved to Sangamon County, Ill., then returned to Tennessee, where he died in l842, having devoted his attention to fanning' throughout life. Capt. Paul Chapin was born in Massachusetts, and when a young man went to North Carolina, where he married, later moved to Georgia, and in an early day removed to Overton County, Tenn., where he died about 1845, having followed the calling of a blacksmith. When quite young' he served as a member of the Colonial Army during the Revolution and was wounded in the right arm in an engagement. He was a justice of the peace for some years and was captain of a company of militia in Tennessee. He was married twice and had two sons and a daughter by his first wife: Hiram, who died in Illinois; Paul Stillman, and Mary, who died in Arkansas, the wife of George Moore. His second wife was Mrs. Rebecca 'vVaters, who bore him one son, John, who died in Overton County. Capt. Paul Chapin was a son of Jehosephat Chapin, who is supposed to have spent his life and died in Massachusetts. The maternal grandmother of the subject of this sketch, Sarah Chapin, came to Greene County, Mo., in 1852, and died here in 1864, having been a Methodist of many years' standing. Her father, Eli Harrison, was born in North Carolina, but many years of his life were spent in tilling the soil in Overton County, Tenn., where he died in 1869. He was of Irish and 'vVelsh descent. His wife, l'Ilartha (Moore) Harrison, died in Overton County, Tenn., in 1850, but her parents, Charles and Martha (Hedgepeth) Moore, lived and died in North Carolina. James Harrison, the father of Eli Harrison, died in Kentucky, where he had lived for several years, having served this country in the Colonial Army during the Revolution. His wife, Winnie, was born in Wales and died in Overton County, Tenn., at the age of one hundred and ten years. The mother of John W. Garrett is still living and for many 
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years has been a worthy member of the Methodist Church. Bv her first hus
band she became the mother of seven children: Stillman, who was a soldier dur
ing.the war; 1\1. M;; John ':V.; Levi, who was a teamster in the Federal Army 
dunng the war; Sarah, wIfe of Henry Moore, a farmer and trader of \Vest 
Plains; 1\Iary, the deceascd wife of Thomas Moore; and J\Iartha, wife of David 
Collins, of Oklahoma Territory. The mother of these children afterward 
married ~,(iley Cox, by whom she had two children: John, deceased, and Jas
per, who IS a resIdent of Howell County. John \V. Garrett was principally 
reared on thc farm on which he now lives, but owing to the scarcit\: and 
quality of the schools of his boyhood days, obtained but a meaO'er educ~tion. 
During t~c Civil \Var he served over .!w~ yc!'rs as a teamster and on post duty 
for the Government, from Rolla to Spnngheld, Mo., and northern Arkansas, 
and, although not regularly enlisted, did noble service for his country. After 
the war was over he turned his attention to tilling the soil, and in ISiS was 
married to Laura, daughter of Ephraim and Hester Daniels, who went from 
Indiana to Iowa, and later to l\Iissouri, the father dying in Greene Countv, 
where he was engaged in farming, and the mother passed from life in Howell 
County. Mr. Daniels was a soldier in Phelps' regiment, fought at Pea Ridge, 
and was wounded in the engagement at Springfield. l\Irs. Garrett was born in 
Springfidd, Mo., and is the mother of eight children: Jacob, Stillman, Lyman, 
Mary, Levi, Benjamin, Lampson (deceased) and an infant unnamed. 'Since 
his marriage l\[r. Garrett has lived on his present farm, three miles northwest 
of Brandville, consisting of 903 acres, about 200 of which are under cultivation. 
He is one of the thriftiest and most successful farmers in the count\", is 
one of the most extensive grain and stock growers in this section oE' the 
country, and nearly all his p"operty is the result of his own hard labor and 
good management. In his youthful days he was very fond of hunting, and 
has killed many a deer and various other kinds of game. He has seen the most 
of the development of his section and has done not a little to aid in this 
development and improvement. Although a stanch Republican in politics, he 
has never been an official aspirant. but had preferred to devote his attention 
to his business interests. In the fall of 1862 he was in Springfield when Fort 
NO.4 was being built, and the following incident is given to show the determi
nation with which he carried everything to a successful termination. At the 
works there was a pole about 200 feet high from which floated the American 
flag. The rope controlling the flag broke and became fast in the pulley which 
made it necessary for some one to climb the pole that the flag might be brought 
down. A purse was made lip for anyone who would bring the flag dO\Yll, 
and after several unsuccessful attempts had been made, Mr. Garrett, who was 
then but a boy, but an active and daring one from the backwoods of Howell 
County, volunteered to make an effort, little thinking that he would be suc
cessful, as the flag was about 180 feet from the ground. His early training in 
climbing the forest trees after nuts and squirrels stood him in good stead, how
ever, and after a toilsome effort he reached the flag and brought it to the 
ground amid the applause of the assembled crowd. 

JAMES A. JADWIN. It is quite probable that there is not a man in Shannon 
or the adjoining counties better known than James A. Jadwin, the popular 
treasurer of this county. He is a native of this State, born in Texas County, 
September 24, 1854, and is a son of Martin C. and Mary W. (Williams,) Jawdin, 
who were natives of DeKalb County, Tenn. Martin C. Jadwin came to l\Iis
so uri when a single man, before he had reached his twenty-first birthday, or 
about IS44, and was married in Texas County to :\Iiss \Villiams who had also 
come here when quite young. After marriage this young couple resided in 
this county for a few years and then moved to Dent County, Mo. In 1892 ':.Ir. 
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Jadwin moved to Shannon County and now resides a short distance from Eminence. He is a Mason, and he and his worthy companion hold membership in the Christian Church. Of the ten childreIl born to their marriage, eight sons and two daughters, six sons and a daughter are now lIvIng. james A. Jadwin passed his school days in Salem, Dent County, Mo., under the able instructor, Prof. Lynch, and when but a small boy worked hard to earn money to pay for his schooling. His earnest endeavors to educate himself met with the best of results and he subsequently became a teacher, follo\\"lIlg thIS profession six years in Dent CO'unty and five years in his home district. After this he embarked in merchandising at Salem, but subsequently moved from there to Sumnerville, Texas COllnty, where he carried on the same busIIless. Later he came to Shannon County and became a stockholder in the :'IIcCaskill Tllercantile & Lumber Company, serving in the capacity of secretary of the company. Later he encIaaed in general merchandising for himself. \Vhile a resident of Dent Count'}·,lVlr. jadwin assisted in taking the census of 1880, also at times helped the assessor. In 1889 he was elected representative of Shannon County and served on the committee of ways and means, finance and others. In r890 he \vas appointed treasurer of the county and two years later was reelectcd by the people to the same office, thus showing his popularity. Since his boyhood days hc has takcn an active interest in political affairs and has always. worked for the success of the Democratic party. I n the month of july, 1882, he was united in marriage with l'vliss A. Creagar, a native of the State of Illinois, although hcr people have resided in Dent County since her childhood days. Two daughters have been born to lVIr. and l'.Irs. Jadwin. Mr. Jadwin is a member of the 1. O. O. F. and has represented his lodge in the Grand Lodge of 1\lissouri. 
GEORGE \V. LEGG. After an industrious and well-spent life devoted to the occllpation of farming, George \V. Legg is now living in retirement at McDonald Station, Mo., and is in the enjoyment of a competency which his early industry has brought him. He is a Virginian by birth, and first opened his eyes on the light in 1827, being a son of \Villis and Susannah (Land) Leg-g, natives of Virginia also, who removed to Ohio when the subject of this sketch was a smalllacl, but a few years later returned to their old home. The father was slIccessfully engaged in tilling the soil, but also run a keelboat on the Kanawha, Ohio and lVI udd Rivers, and in the last named stream eventually lost his life. His father, Davenport Legg, resided in Virginia lIlany years. After the death of her husband Mrs. Susannah Legg returned to Ohio, and there she was called from life prior to the opening of the Civil 'Nar. She bore her husband two sons and five daughters: james, of Illinois; George \V., Sarah, Lucinda. Lydia; Lettie, who died in Ohio, and Nancy, who died young. George \V. Legg obtained a thorough knowledge of fanning in his youth, and received a fair education in the common schools near his rural home. He was married in 1852, in Lawrence County, Ohio, to Charlotte, daughter of John and Elizabeth Vermillion, who were probably nativcs of Virginia and Pennsylvania., respcctively, but were married in the Buckeye State, where the rest of their lives were spent in tilling the soil. Mrs. Legg was born in Lawrence County, and was there also reared and educated. Her union with Mr. Legg has resulted in the birth of the following children: John Perry, of Shannon County, 1'>10.; Amy, wife of James Herald, of Shannon County; Frank, of Carter County; James Henry; Francis 1\I.; J "ne, wife of james Holland; Anna, \l"if~ of William Snider; Lottie; jesse (deceased), Elizabeth, l\lartha and Susan, the three last mentioned dying when quite young. In 1877 Mr. Legg came with his family to Carter County, Mo., and here has made his hom'c C\'cr since with the exception of the time from April to October, 1893, when 



OF TIlE OZAl{K RECiO:-'-. -tlH 

he was a resi~ent of the State of \Vashington, but not liking the climate he returned to tillS county and ga\'e his attention to farmin IT here. He is the O\\'ner of a remarkably fertile farm on Pike Creek, which he ''has earned throuuh his own unaided efforts, s;,h'e the assistance and advice of his wife, and nowin his declining years enjoys the comforts which a liberal income brin"s him, and is retired from t!le hard \\'ork and cares \\'hich a business life alw~ys brings. He came to tIllS section for the purpose of obtaining land for the benefit of his children, and he has aided them in every way that a thoughtful and affection<lte father could. Although a Democrat before the war, he has since been a kepublican, and while a resident of Ohio, held the office of township treasurer for some ,·ears. 
S.\~ICEL D. :\1 cSl'.\ llE:-'-. \\'e present with pleasure a sketch of the life of one of the most substantial and prominent farmers and stockraisers of Pike Creek Valier, Carter County, 1\10. This worthy citizen was born in Gordon County, Ga., in 1~47, and is a son of Joseph and Edith (Dillard) l\1cSpaden, the father a native of Virginia, born October 16, 1820, and the mother of east Tennessee, born October I, 1827. :\lr. and i'll'S. l\IcSpaden met for the first time in Gordon COllnty, Ga., whither they had remo\'ed with their parents, and here they wcre married. In 1869 they moved to Carter County, :.'.10., and settled on a small improved farm in Dry Valley. There they passed the closing scenes of their lil'es, the father dying January 24, 1882, and the mother August 15,1883. During his p.ntire life l\1r.1\IcSpaden followed farming, and he was quite' a wealthy man at one time, although he lost all by paying security debts. He led a very active life and was one of the truly good men, a Christian in its true sense. His father, Samuel McSpaden, died in l\laury County, Tenn., when our subject was a small boy. He was a native Virginian, but moved from there to Tcnnessee and thence to Georgia, where he died. He was a farmer and an extensil'e stock trader. He and wife, whose maiden name was Phcebe Butcher, had a large family, and one of their sons, \Vitlialll, died in the city of illexico during the Mexican War. The father of our subject was the only one who came to l\Iissouri. Grandfather John Dillard died in Gordon County, Ga., before the birth of our subject. He was a farmer. His wife died about twenty-five years aftel'\\·ard. Her maiden name was Rhoda Lee. Eight children were born to the parents of our subject, as follows: Victoria, wife of Judge James W. Linder; Samuel D.; John \V. went to Texas for his health and died there in 1386; Alice, deceased, was the wife of Ephraim Vincent; Jane, wife of John Jaco; Cornelius A. D.; Sarah, wife of James Kinnard, and Joseph Franklin, who is the present postmaster at Van Buren. The schooling of our subject, limited as it was, was cut short by his father's financial misfortunes and he came to Carter County with the rest of the family, In 1869 he was married to Miss Amanda Neal, a native of Maury County, Tenn., and the daughter of Adam and Alsie (Montgomery) Neal, natives of North Carolina, Mr. Neal and family mo\'ed from the Old North State to Georgia, and in 1863 l\Ir. Neal was killed at Bridgeport, Tenn" while in the Confederate Army, ?lIrs. Neal afterward. married Joseph Shepard and now resides in Barry County, :\10. To l\Ir, and Mrs. McSpaden were born fourteen children: lulia E., wife of Lee Barrett, of Oregon County; Georgianna Mahala, wife of \Villiam Hill; Cordelia, l\Ioses 1\1., John E., Lewis J" Dallas Barto, Aisie c., Joseph, Franklin, Loley E" Hendricks, (deceased), Bessie and Elsie, twins, One died in infancy. :.'.Ir. McSpaden lived in Bradley County, Tenn., one year after marriage and thell moved to IVlaury County, Tenn. In 1869 he came to Carter County, l\1o .• and resided in Dry Valley until five years ago when he settled on his present farm of 226 acres, one of the best tracts of land in the county. When he and wife 
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were first married she had about $125 and he had a yoke of oxen and a 
wagon. They came to Carter County and the property they have accumu
lated is the result of much hard work and judicious management. In 1863 
he joined the First Georgia State Line Troops and was in many engagements, 
but was home on a furlough when the war closed. He was a brave soldier 
and a non-commissioned officer. He is a !\lason, a member of Van Buren 
Lodge No. 509, and he and wife and several of the children are members of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church. Politically he is a Democrat, but cares 
nothing for office. He is one of the most substantial men in Carter County 
and has the satisfaction of knowing how all his property came, for he com
menced at the bottom round of the ladder. 

DR. JAMES SNIDER. This prominent old pioneer of Carter County, ]\10., 
was born in Blount County, Tenn., September 14, 1808, a son of Rev. George 
and Polly (\Valker) Snider, who were born in Virginia and North Carolina 
January I, 1769 and October II, 1768, respectively. They were married in 
Tennessee and spent their lives in Blount and Monroe Counties. The father 
was a Baptist minister for over thirty-five years, and went \\ ith the Missionary 
wing of that church when it divided. His father, George Snider, was born in 
Pennsylvania, but later moved to Virginia, and in a very early day moved to 
Tennessee, where he followed farming until his death in Monroe County. He 
was of German descent. Capt. John \Valker, the maternal grandfather. was 
of Irish origin, and in a very early day removed to Tennessee frolll l\' orth 
Carolina, followed farming in Blount County, and there died. Dr. James 
Snider was the youngest of the following children: Elizabeth, Sallie, John \V., 
Susan, Polly, George and James. He received a very limited education, and 
November 18, 1830. was married in Monroe County, Tenn., to Peggy Rogers, a 
daughter of Jonas and Polly Rogers, who were from the State of l\' orth 
Carolina, and by her, who was born in North Carolina, he became the father 
of two children: Mary Adaline, who died at the age of twelve years, and John 
vValker, who was a soldier of the Confederate Army and died in 1862 at Little 
Rock, Ark., leaving a widow, Minerva A. (Turney) Snider, and the following 
children: Margaret, wife of David Hedgepeth; Nancy Jane, wife of Judge 
John L. Greene; James B.; William O. and Martha (deceased). In 1836 Dr. 
Snider came to what is now Carter County, the journey thither occupying one 
month, and settled at the place where he now lives, and is perhaps the oldest 
resident of the county. The country was very new at the time he came here, 
and he has witnessed the most of its deVelopment. For a good many years, 
in his younger days, he followed blacksmithing in connection with farming, 
but about twenty years ago, after thorough preparation, he began practicing 
medicine, and followed this occupation up to within a few years, when advanc
ing years caused him to give up his practice. Althoug'h self-taught in this 
respect he was a successful practitioner and had a large clientele. Although 
eighty-six years of age he looks fifteen or twenty years younger and is still 
quite active. He has been prominent in public life, has been a member of the 
County Court, and was probate judge for some years. In 1843 he assisted in 
organizing a Baptist Church in the neighborhood, and has served as deacon 
and in other capacities in the same ever since. He is a member of the A. F. 
& A. M., Van Buren Lodge No. 509, and politically is a Democrat and cast 
his first presidential vote for Jackson in r832. The Doctor is a worthy old 
citizen and has the respect of everyone. He had nineteen great-grandchildren 
before there was a death among them. 

JOHN MORGAN ATKINSON. This promising and popular young man, who 
has J1!st been nominated. by the Democrats of Ripley County in the primary 
electron as the party candIdate for clerk of the County Court, was born in Hick-
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man County, Tenn., on September 14, IS70. In the spring of 1873 he remo\'ed 
with his parents to Ripley County and was reared on a farm. He attendee! the 
common schools uf his district, the Doniphan High School and the South-east 
Normal School at Cape Girardeau, Mo. His advancement in his studies was 
rapid and his grades were always among the highest. He has taught several 
terms of school and his success in both instruction and management, thoun-h 
teaching in the public school of his own district, among the children w~h 
whom he attended school, is remarkable. 1\11'. Atkinson's liking is for the 
law, of which he has read considerably, and no one need be surprised to find 
him in the near future holding a high place in the legal profession. Being an 
industrious, energetic, painstaking and obliging young man, and a total 
abstainer from the use of intoxicants and narcotics, faithful and efficient serv
ice as a public man can be safely predicted, and as his nomination assures his 
election, he ,vill, if alive take the oath of office and enter upon his duties as 
clerk of the Ripley Cuunty Court on January I, 1895. He is a member of 
Cemposite Lodge No. 369, A. F. & A. 1\I. \Vhilc not a church member he is 
a regular attendant upon the services of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church, 
with the doctrines of which his preference lies. He takes an active interest 
in the work of the Sabbath-school and Young People's Christian Endea,"or. 
His father, Daniel M. Atkinson, was a soldier in the Confederate Army during 
the war between the States, and followed the impetuous Gen. N. B. Forrest 
through a number of set-tos with the "Boys in Blue." So strong was his 
attachment to the principles of the "Lost Cause" and his admiration of deeds 
of darin§' of its heroes, that he gave to his boy, the subject of this sketch, the 
name of that brilliant leader who frightened so many of the Buckeyes out of 
their wits in his mad raid through Ohio, namely, Gen. John H. 2'11 organ. The 
old gentleman resides on his farm near Bennett, Mo., where, with his wife and 
younger children, he tills the soil and enjoys life and good health, the "'orthy 
father of so promising a son. Morgan, as our subject is called by all who 
know him, is very regular in his habits, observing the laws of health and 
profiting thereby. He is possibly the youngest man in the State to receive 
such an important nomination, but he is well known and has a splendid record. 
He is single. 

HaN. JOSHUA CHILTO:-:. The gentleman whose name we no\\' gi"e was 
for many years identified with the best interests of Shannon County, 2\10., and 
although he has now passed from earth's activities it is but just and satisfac
tory that his life's narrative be recounted among those who ha"e done excel
lent service in subduing the wilderness and bringing it into its present fine con
dition physically, mentally and morally. Mr. Chilton was born in \VaYI1e 
County, Tenn., September 28, 1818, and was a son of Thomas Chilton, who was a 
native of Maryland. Thomas Chilton was partly reared in his nati,'e State 
and then moved with his parents to east Tennessee and thence to Missouri, 
while that State was yet a Territory inhabited by Indians. He represented his 
county in the Legislature when the county formed nearly half the State, 
and here he died in 1865, when eighty-two years of age. He was in the Black 
Hawk \Var. The original of this notice never attended school a day in his 
life, but he learned to read and write and became a profound student, all by 
his own exertions. During the latter part of the forties he located un Current 
River, twelve miles below the present town of Eminence, and entered acti"ely 
upon his career as a pioneer, clearing and improving his place. The first 
money he made was rafting cedar to Devall's Bluff in Arkansas, and he abo 
took lumber of all kinds down the same way. In that way he made his start 
and as the years passed by he became quite wealthy, ~lthollgh he lost .heavi!y 
during the war. He represented Shannon County thirteen different times III 

28 
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the Legislature and was elected State senator in 1860, but was never permitted 
to SetTe. He was killed near Rolla, in Phelps County, Mo., August 26, 1862. 
He was a natural speaker fluent, forcible and convincing, and served on many 
of the most important committees, being on the Committee of Navigation 
and chairman of the same. He was also Speaker pro tcm. of the House for a 
time. 1\11'. Chilton \vas a strong character in his day and wielded a wide 
influence. Socially he was a prominent Mason, and politically a Democrat. 
In 1840 he married l\Iiss Elizabeth Chilton, a distant relative and a native of 
Roane County, Tenn. Her father, Thomas Chilton, was a native of Jefferson 
County, Tel111., auo came to southeast Missouri in 1836 by flatboats. He 
then crossed overland with ox teams from the river to this neighborhood. 
Ten children were born to l\Ir. and Mrs. Chilton, eight of whom are living: 
Perry Chilton, the eldest, is the present representative of Shannon County; 
James is a farmer on Current River; Francis M. is the present collector of 
this county; Thomas is on the old farm one mile north of Eminence; Nelson 
was killed during the war, when twenty-seven years of age; Rebecca is the 
wife of John Counts, a farmer near Eminence; Susan Jane, wife of Henry C. 
Jones, also near Eminence; Annie, wife of \Villiam M. Freeman, ex-sheriff 
and collector of this county, resides on Current River, tbis county; Martha 
Bell, wife of J. S. Orchard, resides on the river near town; and Mark, who 
died when a child. Francis Marion Chilton was born in this county June 8, 
1857, and spent his school days in Eminence. He assisted on the home place 
until twenty-three years of age and then engaged in agricultural pursuits for 
himself. For one year he tilled the soil in Randol ph County, Ark., and then 
returned to this county, where he farmed until 1881. He was then appointed 
deputy sheriff and constable, held that position six years and in 1890 was 
elected collector of the county and reelected in 1892 and 1894. On September 
7, 1879, Mr. Chilton was married to Miss Louisa Hammond, daughter of James 
Hammond, and a native of I11in6is. Seven children have resulted from this 
union, three sons and four daughters. Mrs. Chilton is a member of the 
l\Iethodist Episcopal Church. Mr. Chilton is a Master Mason in Lodge 
No. 74, at \Vinona, and in politics is a Democrat. 

H. M. MILLER, 1\,1. D. He whose name heads this sketch is one of the 
-early pioneers of Douglas County, for he took up his abode here in 1856, 
and has here e\'er since made his home. He is a native of east Tennessee, 
for there his eyes first opened on the light November 12, 1837, his parents 
being Dobson and Mary A. (Burnett) Miller, who were also natives of that 
State, although the paternal grandfather, Henry M. Miller, was born in Eng~ 
land. He was a soldier of the Revolutionary \,var, and died after h is removal 
to Tennessee, as did his wife. The maternal grandfather, Moses Burnett, was 
of French extraction but a native of Tennessee, and in this State both he and 
his wife passed from life. In 1856 Dobson Miller removed with his family to 
Douglas County, Mo., entered a tract of land about five miles north of Ava, 
and was there engaged in farming until his death in 1877, ha\'ing been a 
soldier in Company B, of a Webster County regiment, in the Missouri Home 
Guards. He was a thrifty farmer, made a good property and becatrle well 
and favorably known. His wife, who was born in Tennessee, died in 1872, 
having borne him ten children: Eliza V., who died after her marriage with 
J. A. G. Reynolds, was the mother of M. C. Reynolds; William M., who died 
in 1889, was a soldier of the Civil \Var; John \V., who is living in Ava, was a 
soldier and is now a farmer; James B. is a farmer of this county and was also a 
soldier of the Civil War; Margaret E. is the-widow of J. A. G. Reynolds and 
is living in Ava; Andy P. is a farmer of this county, and was a soldier; 
Bunetta is the wife of \"1. F. Day, of Mansfield, Mo.; Penelope was the wife of 
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B. :'IIalloner, of this cOLlnty, and died at the age of twenty-seven, and one 
child died in infancy. Dr. H. :'II. l\! iller was nineteen years old when he came 
to this count\·, and in the common schools of his natin; State and also in thi5 
State to som~ extent he obtained his education. He has made his 0\\"11 wav 
in the \yorld from the time he was tifteen, and first gin'e his attention to fanl1in~ 
on Bryant Creek, In 11)56 he took up his residence in ,'\\-a, in the \'icinityof 
\\'hieh place he turned his attention to farming, and from here. April 10, 1861, 
he enlisted in Company B of the Home Guards, and sen'ed until :'!arch, IS62, 
and later in COlllpany E, Seventy-third :'Iissouri State :'Iilitia, and sern:d until 
April 10, 1863. He then enlisted in Company C. Sixth :'Iissouri State :'!ilitia, 
sen'ing until ,\ugust IS, IS63, when he was dischargcd on accouilt of disability. 
He \\'as in all the battles of Price's raid, was at \ Vilson's Creek, and took an acti\'e 
part in numerous skirm ishes, proving himself a brave and faithful soldier. After 
th~ war he returned to the peaceful pursuits of agriculture. but fwm \Sil to 
IS,6 was also engaged in the milling business. He then came to ..-ha and 
opened a drug store, which business hc has since followed successfully, but 
part of this time he has also handled a general stock of gOGds. his sons now 
ha\'ing charge of the dry goods department. In IS61 he began practicing 
medicine, having fitted himself for the profession by much pri\'ate study, and 
in following this calling he has been succcssfui. He is one of the leading 
business men of the town and is well known all o\'er the countv both 1!l his 
business and professional capacity. He is a member of the A. F.·& .-\, :'II.. the 
1. O. 0, F., and is a member of the Republican party. He was married in this 
county to l\Iiss Lucinda King, a daughter of John King, and to their union one 
son was gi\'Cll, \\'illiam :'II., who is h\'ing in A\'a, a prominent business man. 
His lirst wife died in 1861, and Dr. l\Iiller afterward married :\Iargaret Doyle, 
a daughter of G. Doyle, by whom he has se\'en children: Penelope A., deceased; 
Andy P., who is married and a merchant of A\"a: John F" also a merchant; 
James B.; Mary P., deceased; Tom and Rose B. The Doctor and his wife are 
highly respected and he is one of the public-spirited men of the county. 

GEORCiE HADEN THOMPSO!( is a thoroughgoing, \\'ide-awake citizen of 
Shannon County, :'110., and no doubt inherits much of his industry and per
severance from his Scotch ancestors. His parents were Robert and Susan 
(Carson) Thompson. Before reaching- his t\\'enty-first year Robert Thompson 
came to America and located in Canada. Previous to leaving Scotland he had 
married III iss Carson, and after residing in C::inada for a time he moved to 
the Empire State where he and his worthy companion passed the remainder 
of their days. :\1r. Thompson dying at the age of seventy }'ears. Farming 
had been his principal occupation and he had been fairly successhll in it, 
Both were members of the Presbyterian Church, and he was a Republican in 
politics. George Haden Thompson, the second child born to the abo\'c men
tioned couple, is a native of the Empire State, born in I1Ionroe County, 
February 24, IS49, He attended the schools of his natil'e State and when eight
een years of age began learning the blacksmith's trade, sen'ing an apprentice
ship of six years in his native county, After following his tracle for a time 
he went to the oil regions and worked at different occupations for a while. 
From there he went to Ohio, Penllsylvania, New York, Tennessee, and in ISSl 
he came to south Missouri, where he was engaged in lumbering and mining 
for some time. After this he followed his trade near Mill Springs and 
remained there until 1886, when he went to Sargent, this State, Later he 
moved to Howell County, and in about 1888 he came to Shannon County, and 
for a year and a half was in the mill business. He then branched out in busi
ness for him5elf, and in 1892 started a fruit farm and has 2,500 apple, peach 
and pear trecs, and general varieties of fruit. The city limits takes in a por-
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tion of his farm and he will soon have 100 acres. Mr. Thompson was married in Ironton, Mo., in 1885, to Miss Emma Sapper, daughter of Dr. C. F: Sapper, of :.'IIill Springs, and one child, Annie, has been born to thIs unIOn. Mr. Thompson is a member of the A. O. U. "V., is foreman of the lodge, and in politics is a Republican. 
JOSEPH B. JOHNSON. With a record that is enviable, Joseph B. Johnson has been county clerk of Oregon County, Mo., for the past eIght years, and will no doubt succeed himself to that position at the next election. He has won for himself an honored position among the representative men of this section and has been closely identified with many of its best interests. Like two-thi'rds of the best citizens of the county, '1'111'. Johnson is a nati\'e of Tennessee, born in Jackson in 18,2, son of "\'illiam K and l\Iartha Ann (Brown) Johnson. The father was 'also born in Tennessee, and has followed the blacksmith's trade all his life. He came from Tennessee to Stoddard County, l\Io., many years ago, and resided there until recently, \\'hen he came to Oregon County, and has since made his home with his son, Josepl: B. During the Civil War he was in the Confederate Army, and served 111 a Missouri regiment as drummer. He was west of the l\Iississippi River most of the time. Joseph B. Johnson was a child of four years when his mother died, and he was taken by an uncle, "V. C. Livingston, a farmer of Tennessee. The latter remo\'ed to Stoddard County, 1\10., in 1855, and two years later to the wilds of Oregon County, locating near Alton. There he resides at the present time, and is actively engaged as a tiller of the soil. In Tennessee and l\Iissouri Joseph B. Johnson grew to manhood and received his education. When twenty years of age he started out to make his own way in life, and twelve years ago, or in 1882, he was elected sheriff of Oregon County, holding that position four years. After that he was elected to the office of county clerk, and wiII be elected again, for he has the nomination on the Democratic ticket, which is equivalent to an election. In the year 1870 he married Miss Viney l\Iooney, who was born in Stoddard County. Eight children arc the result of this union, six sons and two daughters. Mr. and 1\lrs. Johnson are members in good standing in the BaptistChurch. He is a member of the Blue Lodge and the chapter at West Plains, also the A. O. U, W. and the L O. O. F. In politics he is a stanch Democrat. 

Ho).!. THm!As :i\IABREY. The parents of this influential citizen, Frederick and N aney (Mabrey) l\Iabrey, were natives of North Carolina and Tennessee, respectively. The father went to \Villiamson County, Tenn., when a young man, married there, and in 1838 came to Cape Girardeau County, Mo., where he was among the early settlers. All his life he had followed agricultural pursuits and \\'as reasonably successful for that day and time. He died near Jackson, Cape Girardeau County,in 1848, when about seventy years of age. The mother died in 1837, when a comparatively young woman. Rom to their marriage were nine chi1dren, of whom our subject, the eigl)th child, is the only one now living. He was born in \Villiamson County, Tenn., June 2, 1835, and was educated in the common schools of Cape Girardeau County and in Jackson Academy, and later branched out as an educator, teaching for eighteen months in Jackson Academy. His object was to get a collegiate education, but the war broke out and he threw aside his books to enlist in Gen. Jeff. Thompson's regiment, in July, 1861, in the six months' Missouri State service. He held the rank of lieutenant, but subsequently entered CoL White's regiment, .c. S., with which he remained until the cessation of hostilities. He was first lieutenant of Company K, and was on detached duty for the most part, recruiting soldiers. He was in a number of prominent engagements but was never wounded nor taken prisoner. Previous to the war he had read law under Greer "V. Davis, of Jack-
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. son, :Mo., and had been admitted to the bar in 1859. After the lVar ended he 
again settled in Doniphan, Mo., but owing to the adoption of what was known 
as the Drake constitution he could not practice his profession in ]\Iissouri, so 
he went to the State of Texas, and after traveling over several counties, settled 
down at Sherman, in Grayson County. But here the same fate ovcrtook him. 
Under the rcconstruction acts of Congress, a test oath, to practice law, was 
l-eqLlired, so he then returned to Missouri, settled in Ripley County, and here 
he has had a large practice since the amendment of the Drake constitution. 
In the year I S68 he was elected prosecuting attorney, held the office four years 
in Ripley County and four years in Carter County, too, as that county had no 
attorney of experience. In IS78 he was elected to represent Ripley County 
in the Lower I louse of the Legislature, and still later he was elected State sen
ator. He was chairman of the committee of accounts, served on the judiciary 
committee, emigration, etc., and later was a candidate for Congress, but being 
unacquainted with wire-pulling, did not get the office. In IS70 1\1r. Mabrey 
was happily married to IvIiss Sallie J. Carter, daughter of Zimri A. Carter, a 
pionecr of Carter County, after whom the county was named. She is also a 
sister of Judge \Villiam Carter, of St. Francois County. To ;\Ir. and Mrs. 
l\1abrey have becn born twelve children, nine of whom, two sons and seven 
daughters, arc still living. She is a member of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. and he is a Democrat in politics. 

ANDREW P. MILLER, one of the early pioneers of Douglas County, and 
son of Dobson Miller (sec sketch of Dr. H. M. Miller and]. W. Miller, of 
Ava), came originally from. Tennessee, his birth occurring in Roane County, 
that State. May 26, 1833. He was about twenty-one years of age when he left 
the State where he had received his education, and made his way to I\Iissouri, 
where he has since followed farming. In the year 1862 he enlisted in Com
pany ·B, of the Home Guards, but about a year later he enlisted in the Missouri 
State 1\1 !litia, and served ninety days. After that he enlisted in the Rangers, 
.and served throughout the war, being discharged in 1865. He was in a num
ber of fights and skirmishes with bushwhackers in the mountain regions of 
south I\Iissouri, and was disabled by hardship, so that he still suffers from 
complaints contracted during that memorable time. He served his flag well, 
and was a good and brave soldier. In 1867 he bought the farm where he now 
resides, and has 120 acres of wcll-imprQ\'ed lane!. He'has made a success of 
farming, and is also a successful stockman. In politics he affiliates with the 
Republican party, and is an active worker for his party. Mr. Miller is deeply 
interested in educational matters, and for nine years has been director in his 
.district. Socially he is an Oeld Fellow, being a member of the order at Ava. 
\Vhile a resident of Tennessee he was married to I\Iiss Mary J. Brazcale, a 
native of Tennessce, born Septemher IS, 1838, and the daughter of Robert H. 
and Anna (McCamma) Brazeale, both natives of that State. Mrs. Hrazeale 
died in Christian County, ]\10., in 1863, and Mr. Hrazeale in Arkansas in ISCi7. 
1\1r. and Mrs. Miller are useful citizens, and take a deep interest in politics and 
all other public matters. They have experienced the trials and privations of 
pioneer life, and have contributed their share toward the county's advance
ment. No better citizens reside in the countv_ 

REV. THo~IAs \VRIGHT CARPENTER. This earnest and effective worker in 
the cause of Christianity is a minister of the l\Iethodist Episcopal Church, 
South, but is none the less a successful and enterprising fanner of Howell 
Valley, Howell County, Mo. He was born in Scott County, 1\10., in 1824, a 
son of Cyrus and Nancy (Davis) Carpenter, nati\-es of Virginia and T,;nnessee, 
respectively, but who came to southeast J\Iissouri in lSI I, when young, and 
·there experienced the earthquake shock of that period_ They married in 
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what is now Scott County, where they spent the rest of their lives, the father dying in 1834 and the mother in r870' They l:lnited with the ~ethodist Church at the time the first sermons of that doctnne were preached In southeast l\Iissouri and remained connected with it until their deaths. Cyrus Carpenter was a cripple and as a means of liveliho.od follow:d shoe~aking ~nd carpentering, but remained a poor man all hIS hfe, oWIllg to hIS physIcal infirmities. His father, Conrad Carpenter, was one of the first settlers of southeast Missouri and died in New Madrid County. He was of French origin, and at the time of the Revolutionary \Var was a small boy. The maternal grandfather, Caleb Davis, was also one of the pioneers of s.outheast .Missouri and worked at the blacksmith's trade. The immediate subject of thIs sketch was one of the following named children: Catherine, Benjamin, Harrison, Charles,Martha, Thomas 'IN., John, \Villiam, James and Mary. Theeducational advantages which Thomas vI/right Carpenter received in his youth were extremely limited, but he had a wise and excellent mother, to whose training and influence he owes all that he is. He had such a thirst for a knowledge of the Scriptures that he would carry his Bible to the field with him and read it every spare moment. Early in life he united with the Methodist Episcor:al Church and from that time on was an earnest worker for the cause of relIgion and soon became a leader in all church matters of his neighborhood. For many years he was an exhorter and no matter what the weather might be it did not prevent him from filling his appointments. He and his wife would often walk seven and eight miles across the swamps, carry their children, in order to attend some meeting on which they had set their hearts. They labored this way a long time and accomplished much good. After the war Mr. Carpenter was ordained by the St. Louis Conference and thereafter preached all over southeast Missouri, from Howell County to the Mississippi River, and at one time he was acquainted with nearly everybody in this whole region of country. He has preached more funeral sermons aIld married more people than perhaps any other minister in the section and is still called forty and fifty miles to officiate on those occasions. Perhaps no man in l\Iissouri has organized more churches, revived more abandoned churches or done more effective work in the saving of souls than he, for he is possessed of considerable magnetism, is forcible, convincing and often an c!oquent speaker, wielding great influence over his hearers. He had a circuit for six years in Howell and Scott Counties, and, after working hard on his farm aillhe week, would on Saturday night or Sunday ride thirty or forty miles to some of his appointments, probably preach two sermons, and Monday morning would find him at his plow. \\Then twenty years old he married Louisa, daughter of Samuel :'lnd Nancy Dar~y, wh? died in Oregon and Scott Counties, respectively, hanng come to MISSOUrI from Alabama. Mrs. Carpenter was born in that State aI:d died in 1847, the mother of six children: Martha, who died in infancy; John Wesley, deceased; James 1\1., deceased; George ·Washington; Mary, wife of Amos \V. matchen, of Smithville, Ark.; and Nancy, wife of fohn T. Pool. For his second wife Mr. Carpenter took Mrs. Minerva Stanley, \\:110 died soon after their marriage, and :Mrs. Angeline Allen became his third wife, with whom he lived about twenty-seven years and had four children: Sarah A.' Emily, wife of \Vright Carpenter; Catherine, deceased; and Thomas vVricrht: d:ceased. :,\Ir. Ca:rpen~er's fourth wife was Mrs. Sarah 1. Hughs, a nativ~ of Kentuc~y. After makmg a number.of changes of residence Mr. Carpenter located m Howell County for about nme years, and here he has since made his h?me.. He has one of the finest a?d best improved farms in the county. In hIS etforts for the good of humamty he has been a tireless worker and when his long and useful career will have closed it can with truth be s~id of him "\Vell done thou good and faithful servant." ' 
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JAMES E. ADAMS. The calling to which Mr. Adams' attention is devoted 
is one of the utmost importance to any community and is deserving of liberal 
patronage from the inhabitants. His well appointed mercantile: establishment 
is located at Varner, and there he also has charge of the interests of "Uncle 
Sam," and presides over the postoffice. He was born in Graves County, Ky., 
October 3, 1838, a son of Jeremiah M. and Hannah (Edens) Adams, who were 
born in South Carolina and North Carolina October r6, 1798 and June 3, 1802, 
respectively. In 1819 Mr. Adams went to Graves County,. Ky., where he 
was married in 1823, and spent the rest of his life there. fIe was a strong, 
active and useful pioneer, and for a period of fifty yea~~wasa minister of the 
Methodist Church, and noble were his efforts to "rer~ue1';he perishing." On 
the 24th of March, 1~72, he was called from life, and his widow's death occurred 
November 2, 188!. The paternal grandfather, Zadack Adams, removed from 
South Carolina to Kentucky in 1819, there followed the occupation of farming 
and eventually passed from life. He was of Irish origin, and is supposed to 
have been a soldier of the Revolution. He and his wife, who also died in 
Graves County, reared a large family. Ezekiel Edens, the maternal grand
father, "IDS also a pioneer of Graves County, but came thither from North 
Carolina. His entire life was devoted to farming, and one of his sons, James 
G., beca,ne very wealthy and influential, and lived at Edens' Hill, near 
Paducah. To Jeremiah III. Adams and wife the following children were born: 
\Villiam H., of Graves County, a farmer; Benjamin H., a farmer and tobacco
nist of that county; James E.; Martha E., who died, the wife of William Reasor; 
Susan E. M., wife of H. L. Anderson, of Kentucky; Nancy]., wife of 1\1. L. 
Stewart, of Kentucky; Phceba 1., the deceased wife of John D. Kay; IIIary A., 
wife of Prof. G. J. \Vilkerson, of Ballard County, Ky.; and Hannah ]., widow 
of F. III. Moore. James E. Adams received a practical education in the com
mon schools, and upon attaining a suitable age began teaching school and fol
lowed this occupation for some years. September 5, 1866, he married Nancy 
J. Taylor, who was born in Graves County, Ky., and where she died the 20th 
of September, 1882, having become the mother of se\'en children: Ella, wife 
of B. F. Campbell, of Little Rock, a passenger conductor on the Iron 1\lount
ain Railroad; Ezra; Bertha, wife of Thad Z. Eaton; Ida; Eliza; Jerry H., who 
died in infancy; and Elbert, who also died young. 1\1r. Adams took for his 
second wife Miss Sue F. Griffin, who was born in Tennessee and died in Ripley 
County, Mo., July 2, 1889. December 8, 1889, Mr. Adams married l\Iartha A, 
Stewart. \Vhen the war opened he joined the Federal Army, Fifteenth Kentucky 
Cavalry, but his services were rejected on account of ill health. He then fol
lowed merchandising in Mayfield, Ky .. until188S, when he came to Varner and 
opened the" Kentucky Home," which is one of the best general mercantile 
establishments in that section, and has a liberal patronage. He started in life 
with no capital, is now well·to-do financially, and stands high in the esti
mation of the people of his section. He is a member of Faithful Lodge No. 
304 of the A. F. & A. M. at Fair Dealing, has been a member of the l\Iethodist 
Church since he was fourteen years of age, and in politics has eyer been a 
Republican, his first presidential vote being cast for Bell in r860. 

JA~!ES K. P. COI':NER. The subject of this sketch is a gentleman of ripe 
intelligence, and a man of large benevolence and broad sympathies. He is a 
citizen of J obe, Mo., and the most efficient postmaster at that place. ;VIr. 
Conner is a native Hoosier, born in Dubois County, December 23, 1844, and 
the son of Rial and Clara (Berry) Conner, natives, respectiyely, q£ Tennessee 
and Illinois. The parents were married in Indiana. and the father died in 
Dubois County, that State, in 1861. The mother is still living and finds a com
fortable home with her children. j\ll his life ~Ir. Conner \\'as engaged in agri-
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cultural pursuits, and met with substantial results. Like many of th.e representative citizens of the countv Mr. Conner was reared to farm !J£e, and remained engaged in the duties-on the same until August, 1862, when he joined the ]\;inct\'-third Indiana Volunteer Infantry, Company G, as sergeant, and sen'ed three years lacking eightcen days. During the war he was in the Southern States, and participated in the battle of Vicksburg, Jackson, Franklin and I\ashville, Guntown, Holly Springs, and other battles and skirmishes. June ro, 186-1. he received a glinshot wound ill the right side, which at the time was pronounced a fatal \\·ound. He was in the hospital at TlIemphis three months, This \\'as the only wound he recei\'ed, and he was ne\'er taken prisoner. .\fter being wounded he rode 130 miles on the back of a mule to escape being made a prisoner. After the war he engaged in the mill business in Dubois County, Ind., but four years later wcnt to \\'ashington, Daviess County, Ind., where he upcned a grocery store and carried it on fur two years. :\fter that he cummenced farming in Dubois County, and continued the same four or live years. Froll1 there he moved to :'I1issouri and located in Uregon County, where he ~tarted a sa\\' mill, and continued in this busincss for six years. After that he branched out in the hotel business at Alton, continued this two \'ears, and then bought 160 acres of land on Frederick River. . This is an exc'ellent tract of land, most of it is under cultivation, and l\Ir. Conner has met with good ~ucccss. \\'hik a resident of Indiana, in 1869, he was me.niee! to Miss Hannah Oxley, a nati\'e of Dubob COlInty, who dice! in the lIoosier Srate. a short time afterward. One child, deceased, was born to this union. In 1874 ::'Ill'. Conner married Miss :.\lan· Abell, who was also a nativc of Indiana. Three children were the fruits of this union, t\\·o of whom arc living, a son and daughter. In the year 1883 :'\IL Conner married Miss Lucy Jenkins. who was born at Cape Girardeau, :\10. The\' ha\'e no children. Mr. Conner is a melllbel' of the '.\, O. U. \\". at Alton, tlle G. A. R., Gatewood Post, and in politics is a Republican. 
P. J. PO:-\Dr~R. This successful and worthy citizen, residing ten miles west of Doniphan, at the town of Ponder, is a nati\'e Tennesseean, born in Hickman County in 1838. His parents, Amos and Nancy (Dudley) Ponder, were married in the State of Tennessee, but moved from there to Ripley County, Mo., in 18-13. Mr. Ponder bought land on Fourche, a mile and a half belo\\' where the town of Ponder no\\' stands, principally in the woods, and began immediately to improve and clear the land. There he worked and deh'ed and gathered around him many of the comforts of life, but died soon after the war. His \\'iEe passed away about the same ti'me. They reared a family of eight children, four of whom are nolV liying. Of these children our subject is one of the youngest. He was about fi\'e years of age when his parents mO\'ed to Ripley County, l\Io., and as a consequence nearly all his recollections are of this count". Here he reached manhood and here he was married to Miss l\Iartha Sandling-, \\'ho died soon afterward. Later he married ;\Iiss Julia 1\1urduck, who died during the war. His third marriage was with Miss Matilda l.Iurdock, a ~ister of his second wifc, and three children \\'ere the result of this union: Elizabeth, 'wife of Joseph Dalton, of this county; Xellie, at home, and ~Iary L..' d~ceased, was the wife of :\Iichael Ryan. Our subject served in the ::-.tate 1\Ill!tla as H'agoll master during a part of the war. After cessation of hostilities he began farming where \\'illiam l\Iurdock now resides, but in 1867 he moved to a part of his father's old farm and in 1875 to where he now lives. He owns 225 acres of land. For a time he sold (Toads in Ponder and he has alwa} 5 been trading in stock in connection with farming. Hd is a member of the A. O. U. \\'., and in politics is a Democrat. 
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EDWARD HAMPTON SUTTERFIELD. This gentleman is the capable surveyor 
of Reynolds County, but his usual occupations are farming and stockraisinO' 
in following which he has met with more than ordinary success and h;~ 
accumulated a competency, He owes his nativity to \Vhite County, Tenn., 
where he first saw the light of day.in 1830, a so~ of William and DO\'ie (Tap
ley) Sutterfield, who were also born!!1 Tennessee!!1 1800 and 1810, respectively, 
and there made their home until 1840, when they came by wagon to what is 
now Reynolds County and located on a woodland tract on the west fork of the 
Black River, at which time but three or foul' settlements had been made on the 
creek. Mr. Sutterfield was a gunsmith, blacksmith and farmer, but lived only 
about one year after locating in Missouri. He was a Mason, and politically 
a Democrat. His father, Edward Sutterfield, came from Tennessee to what i:q 
now Reynolds County in 1839, and died here in 1849, his birth having occurred 
in old Virginia. He was of English ancestry, was a soldier of the Revolution, 
and afterward gave his attention to the peaceful pursuit of farming. The 
maternal grandfather, Tapley, was also a soldier of the Revolution, was a 
farmer by occupation, and passed from life in Tennessee. The wife of\Villiam 
Sutterfield remained a widow for thirty-seven years, and died in 1877, a mem
ber of the Missionary Baptist Church. She was a noble self-sacrificing woman 
and reared her children to honorable manhood and womanhood in a wild and 
unsettled country, without the aid of anyone. Their names are as follows: 
Allen was for some_years dist6ct judge of this county; John died in childhood; 
Edward Hampton; James, a resident of this county; Elizabeth, who became 
the wife of Samuel Black, and is now dead; Alzada is the widow of \Villiam 
Riley Radford, and Matilda, who is the wife of James Davis. From the time 
he was ten years old Edward Hampton Sutterfield has been a resident of 
Reynolds County, and owing to the extreme scarcity of schools in his boy
hood days, he received but little education, Game was very abundant for many 
years after their location here and Edward became quite skillful in the use 
the rifle and was very fond of the sport. He was married in 185 I to 
Elizabeth, the daughter of Lidlebery and Nancy Vest, natives of Virginia, in 
which State thev were reared and married and from where they came to Mis
souri, it is suppci'sed, about seventy years ago. They li\'cd for soille time in Craw
ford County, then for some time on Iron :'IIountain, where Mrs. Vest died. Mr. 
Vest was a laborer on public works and died at Bellevue. :\Irs. Sutterfield was 
born in Crawford County, Mo., and her union with :\Ir. Sutterfield has resulted 
in the birth of twelve children: Alzada, wife of George Brown; Patsey, wife 
of Amos Plymale; James F.; Telitha, wife of A. R. Anderson; George \Vash
ington; Sarah, wife of James Byrd; Henry L ; Nancy, wife of Greene Gilson; 
Thomas J.; Clara, wife of Samuel Strickland, of Iron County; Frances, wife 
of Jefferson Gibson, of St. Francois County, 1\10., and Elijah:\1. :\Ir. Sutterfield 
served for a time in 1\larmaduke's command, during the Civil \Var, and was 
on the Price raid and was also with Gen. Thompson for a time in southeast 
Missouri. \Vhile at his home he was captured, at C?ne time, and from Decem
ber until February, 1863, he was kept a prisonel' at Ironton. After the war he 
lived on Bee Fork until 1871, and since that time on his present farm of 161 
acres on \Vest Fork. This land is fertile, and under Mr. Sutterfield's able 
management yields large crops, annually. He has served as justice of the 
peace four years, and with the exception of eight years he has served as 
county surveyor ever since the war closed, being elected to this position six 
dif-ferent times. He is very familiar with every part of Reynolds County, and 
also many of the adjoining counties. He is a member of Reynolds Lodge No. 
385, of the A. F. & A. :\1., at Centerville; has been a lifelong Democrat, 
and he and his wife are members in good standing of the Missionary Baptist 
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Church. In his boyhood days he and his brothers were obliged to go with ox teams to St. Louis to market, and in order to obtain flour or meal would often ride a steer fifteen or twenty miles to mill. Schoolhouses with a d~rt floor, slab scats and greased paper window-lights were a l~xury, and. many tunes he and his brothers were called up in the dead of !light to fnghten away the prowling bear or wolf that was endeavoring to carry off their. sto~k. Many of such incidents he well remembers and he recounts them WIth mterest. He often compares that time with the present, and i~ must be confessed not always to the advantage of the latter. 
C\PT. FRA:\CIS :'IL\luox POLLOCK. This well-known farmer, stock trader and mill man, of :'lIt. View, ::\10 .. owes his nativity to Limestone COllnty, ,\la., where he first saw the light on the 19th of April, 1840. His parents, Francis Asbury and Ann (\Vilkinson) PollOCk, \Vere also born in Limestone County, Aia., in 1308 and 1810, respectil'ely, were reared and married there, and about 1334 remol'ed to Cooper County, :'110., Ivhere fllr. Pollock was soon after elected sheriff, and died \vhile in office in 1839. He was a very prominent .Mason. one of the wealthy farm<.:rs of the county. and became prominently known as a successful horse trader and hotel man. He was killcd by lightning, with six other men, II'hile ill hi;; I\"holesale grocery store at Boonvilk. 1\To. He was actin:, industrious and public spirited. <Lnd had his carecr not been so sudden!\- closed, he \\"Ould, without doubt, have become prominent in political circles, for h<.: was I'ery popular, and fully meritcd the esteem in which he was held. J [is fathcr, Dr. Robcrt Pollock, is supposed to hal'e been an Alabamian by birth, and made a large fortune in practicing his profession. I Ie spent the last few years of his life in tral'cling, and while in Stoddard County, 1\10., prior to the war, was callcd from lifc. He was of Irish birth, and was very pWIllinent in :\1asonic circles. B\' his wife, Elizabeth, he became the father of four sons and three daughters. ~\fter the untimely death of l'.1r. Pollock, his II'idol\' returned to Limestone Counh'. Ala., and while there. the subject of this sketch was born. A few years later-she remo\'ed to Fulton County. Ky" and in IS55 returned to HOII'ell Count\", where she has el'er since made her home, with the exception of during the \\:ar. and is still li\'ing at the ach'anced age of eightyfour ycars. Shc has been married fivc times, and is no\\" a wido\\' enjoying good health. Hcr father, James \\'ilkinson, died in Limestone County, .. \la., \\"hen quite acl\-anced in years, haying b<.:en a \\"cll-to-do slave owner and planter. He was married twice. and was a half brother of President Zacharv Taylor. The subject of this sketch is the youngest of four children born to his parents: James \V .• who dice! in ,Limestone County, Ala., at the age of se\-cn y<.:ars; :'I1ahala Jane, who dicd in Fulton COllnty, Ky., the wife of Jamcs \\"ilkinson, a cousin; Francis :'IIarion; and George :\IcGo\\'cn, I\'ho died October 15. ISGI,. in the Confederate sen·ice. The subject of this sketch was reared by his lllotl!er. and unfortunatcly receil'ed but little schooling in bis youth. He came With hcr to Howell County, ),10 .. in I8S:;. at which time this country \Ias \'ery \\'ild, tiler<.:,th<.:n being but one house-on the present site of \Vest Plains. They were compelled to go to Spring River, Ark., to mill, a distance of fortr miies" and in all other ways snffered the inconvenienccs of pioneer life. Un the ~4th of June. 11361. he joined Company B, Second l\Iissouri I:lfa~~ry o~ the ConfctIer~te Army, and I\as i~ the engagements at Wilson's Cree", Dr} \\000 and LexlIlgton, and sen:ed SIX months as second sergeant. He then I"Cslgned. camc homc and recnnted a company of 140 men, and was n,la~lc capt,:in of Company l~, Second :Missouri Infantry, commanded by: Jame,s R. S!laler,:-it. LOLlIS, :'110., willch hc commanded throughout Arkansas, :'IlISSOUfl, LOUISiana and Indian Territor,-, and was a particiDant in about twent\" Cllcra"ements, I ie was on the Price ~aid, was all throngi1 Louisiana, and surrende~d 
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at Jac~sonport, Ark., June 24,1865, just four years to the day from the time 
he en!Jsted.. He was at one tIme. captured in Izard County, Ark., and was in 
prIson at LIttle Rock for about SIX months. After the war h<: was eno-ao-ed in 
farming ~nd merchandising- until 1868, when he returned to Howell bC~unty, 
and for eIght or ten years thereafter was engaged in merchandising at various 
places. He has long been one of the most extensive stock dealers in the 
county, owns and operates a grist mil! at Mt. View, in addition to which he 
looks after his fine farm of 400 acres, 300 acres of which are in a fine state of 
cult.ivation. On ~his place ~e has about 3,000 bearing apple trees, besides 
raIsllIg other frUlts of all kmds. Capt. Pollock's success is due to his own 
earnest and persistent efforts, strict economy and good management, and he 
has had the push and perseverance to bring all his enterprises to a successful 
termination. He is witho:It doybt one of the most thoroughgoing business 
men of the county, and dUrIng hIs long residence here has gained many friends. 
In 1870 he was married to Nancy]., daughter of Hezekiah and Jensey Jackson, 
who came to this section from Georgia and here died. Mrs. Pollock was born 
in Georgia, and died October 28, 1878, a member of the United Baptist Church 
and the mother of five children: Georgian, wife of James A. GiJl; James \V. 
(deceased); Francis A. (deceased); Sarah J., wife of James Smith, and John W. 
In 1888 Mr. Pollock took for his second wife Nancy M., daughter of Ralph 
and I-Tester Umphrey, natives of Missouri, and now residents of Howell County. 
Two children have been born to 1\1r. Pollock's second union: Robert Clevcland 
and Bertie Ann. Although Mr. Pollock has always been a stanch Democrat 
in politics he has never sought office, his private interests completely occupy
ing his time and attention. 

CAPT. GEORGE FRY, an old awl honored citizen of Shannon COllnty, 1110., 
is a native of the Buckeye State, born in Franklin County in 1817. His father, 
George Fry, was a native of Pennsylvania, who went to Ohio in 1813 or 1813, 
floating clown the Ohio River to the Sciota in flatboats with his family and 
household effects. He then went up the Sciota where he afterwards located, 
and there passed the balance of his days, dying when seventy-seven years of 
age. He \\as in the Indian \Var, and was in the battle of Tippecanoe. When 
he first wcnt to Ohio the Indians were still there; in fact that State had only 
been admitted into the Union about ten years, and was but sparsely settled. 
Capt. George Fry, who was one of seven children, spent his school days in 
Athens County, Ohio, whither his parents had moved, and there reached man
hood. He turned his attention to farming at first, but afterward was superin
tendent of the iron works at Vinton Station, Vinton County, for fifteen years. 
Following this he took up railroad contracting on the Baltimore & Ohio Rail
road, and aftcrward, in 1869, went to West Virginia, and was on the Chesa
peake & Ohio Railroad. He was also in Kentucky on a railroad south of 
Lexington, and all the time was building railroad bridges, etc. Later he came 
West with the intention of taking contract on the Cuba and Salem branch, but 
arrived too late to get contract and instead became foreman. He helped build 
the railroad to Steelevillc, where he worked for different parties, and then a 
part of the time had charge of the iron works in Salem. He was also in Phelps 
County for a time. In all he was in the iron works several years, and as an iron 
worker has had a vast experience. Afterward he came to Shannon County 
and located at the mouth of Shawnee Creek on Jack Fork River, where he now 
owns a fine farm. In the year 1861 he was in Cincinnati, Ohio, and raised Com
pany I, of the Seventy-fifth Ohio Volt:nteer Infantry, and w~s made captain. 
He served nearly three years and was m the battles of Bull kun, Chancellors
ville, and many others. At the battle of Bull Run he had command of a company 
of fifty men who went into that fight and in less than thirty minutes only eight 
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or ten were left. Of the Seventy-fifth Regiment Capt. Fry was the only live 
officer left after that battle. He was never wounded nor taken prtsoner. 
Although not old enough in r840, Capt. Fry voted for Gen. vyilliarl1 H. Harrison 
and he voted for Benjamin Harrison. In the year 1892 the CaptaII1 was married 
to 1\1iss 1\Ielvinia 1\Ivrick who was born in 18:1O. She is still living and they 
have four living cJlildren. The eldest son, James 1\1., was with our subject 
through the war and is now a farmer in this county. . 

HON. JOSHUA SHOLAR. The free country of Amenca affords numberless 
instances of men who have made their way alone in life, having nothing on 
which to depend but their own strong an!ls and '!- determin~tion to. do and to 
succeed. Such men are always self-relIant, their necessIties havII1g taught 
them that '\'hat is done must be done through themselves alone. They are 
worthy and well qualified to perform what duties they are called upon to dis
charge and are almost "'ithout exception leaders of thought in their com
munity, and lead lives of great usefulness. In considering the gentlemen of 
this class in Shannon County, the name of Han. Joshua Sholar suggests itself 
forcibly, for the reason that he has attained his distinguished position without 
the backing of family or friends, but has made his way onward and upward in 
the world by the·force of his own talents. 1\lr. Sholar was born in vVashington 
County, Mo., January S, rS45, and is a son of Whitmel and Mary Ann (Neves) 
Sholar, nati,·es, respecti\·ely, of North Carolina and Henry County, Ky. The 
parents were married in \\'ashington County, Mo., .whither the mother had 
come with her parents when quite small, and the father when twenty-four years 
of age, and here the father died on the 24th of November, 1857, when fifty-six 
years of age. The mother was born September 6, IS14, and is still living and 
a resident of Carter County, 1\10. The father was a teacher and surveyor, and 
was surveyor of the county at the time of his death. He was a graduate of 
the college at Louisville, Ky., and was a man of acknowledged ability. As an 
educator he was classed among the best and as a surveyor he was well known. 
He surveyed the Iron :\Iountain from Riverside to Pilot Knob and made the 
permanent sun·ey, but died before the railroad was built. In politics he affili
ated with the \Vhig party. To his marriage were born twelve children, four 
now living,. our subject and three daughters: 1\1rs. Abigail Barnes, of Carter 
County, 1\10.; 1\1I"s. Elizabeth Franklin, of Carter County, and Mrs. Martha 
Kinnard, of Shannon County. From the age of eight years to that of thirteen 
our subject attended school in vVashington County, Mo., but he had limited 
educational advantages and most of his schooling was received at home. He 
was a great student and all the books he could find were read with great avidity. 
In r866 he turned his attention to teaching and farming in Carter County, Mo., 
and remained there until r870, when he commenced teaching in Shannon 
County. Five years later he was elected school commissioner and in 1876 he 
was elected assessor. The following year he was reelected school commis
sioner, and in IS7S was elected to the position of clerk of the County Court, 
which he held for twelve years. Then on account of ill health he gave up the 
office. In rSSS Mr. Sholar, in connection with C. S. Seaman and James 
Orchard, purchased the Current 1-Va,'£" which thev established at Eminence 
and owneg in partnership until r889, when Mr.-Seaman died. In January, 
1890, Mr. Sholar purchased the interest of Seaman's widow and that of James 
Orchard, and in April following moved the paper to Illinois. In 1891 he sold 
the paper. to a party who moved it to Eminence. In February, 1892, Mr. 
Sholar agalll became proprietor of the paper which he continues to own and 
publish at Eminence. :\If. Sholar was married April 5, rS78, to Miss Lydia 
Creagar, a native of Lovington, IlL, who died October 16, r884. Their two 
children, Lenoir C. and Guy E" died when quite young. On the r5th of July, 
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189 1, I\lr. Sholar marricd I\Iiss Laura P. Wctzel!, of \\'ashinrrton Count\,. He 
is a member of the Masonic fraternity at Winona, and i~ politics he is a 
Democrat. 

JUDGE \Y. B. FLIPPIN. It is a pleas~re to d~scribe a man of unusual per
sonal ment-the possessor of a combmatlOn of gifts so rare, so varied and so 
comprehensive that happiness and success in business were bound to follow 
the applicatior: of his qualities to the solution of almost any problem of life. 
It has been saId, and truly saId, that "some men are born great, some ha\'e 
grcatness thrust upon them and some achieve greatncss," and to this last most 
important class bclongs the subject of this sketch, Judge "\\'. B. Flippin, who 
was born in Monroe County, Ky., September 4, 1817, the elder of two sons born 
to Thomas H. and Elizabeth (Baugh) Flippin, the former of whom was a Ken
tuckian and a son of Thomas Flippin who was a soldier of the RC\'olution, 
serving the Colonial cause as a scout, in which capacity he made a name for 
himself. He removed to Kentucky about 1800 and became a well-to-do farmer 
of Monroe County, his home being near Pikeville. Four of his sons were 
soldiers in thc \Var of 1812. Thomas H. Flippin grew to manhood on 
Kentucky soil and about 1825 moved to Tennessee, and in 1837 to Arkansas, 
his dcath occurring in l\Iarion County of this State in 1856, his widow sUlyi\'ing 
him until 1889. They took up their abode on the farm on which Judge 
Flippin is now li\'ing and here reared their two sons: Judge \V. B. and Thomas 
H. P. In 1849 the father held the position of clerk of I\Iarion County and he 
and his wife were worthy members of the Christian Church. Thomas H. P. 
Flippin, their son, was a wealthy farmer of this county, was highly respected, 
and his death, which occurred in 1892, was regretted by many. Judge W. B. 
Flippin was married in Izard County, Ark., in IRjl, to Miss Agnes \V. 
Adams, who was born in Hopkins County near Madisonville, Ky., in ISIS, a 
daughter of James Adams who came to this State about 1835 from I\Iissouri, 
but who had originally been a resident of Hopkins County, Ky. Her union 
with Judge Flippin resulted in the birth of three sons and four daughters, as 
follows: Thomas H., who is the private secretary of GO\'. Fishback; James A., 
a successful farmer of the county; John P., who died in Texas; Elizabeth. is 
the wife of James Lynch. of Marion CounJy, Ark.; Ella J. is still with her 
parents; Letitia is the wife of Henry "V. -Lynch; and Matilda A. is the 
deceased wife of W. C. McBee all the children reside in Marion County. Judge 
Flippin is a man of fine intellect, is exceptionally well educated, arid being 
well posted on all topics of general interest his opinion is regarded as almost 
infallible. He has e\'er been deeply interested in the politics of his section, 
has held every office within the gift of the county, with the exception of that 
of sheriff and clerk, He was elected representative to the State Legislature 
in 1854, and again in 1874. This Legislature adjourned and met again in 18i5. 
In 1877 he wa~ elected enrolling and engrossing clerk of the State Senate. 
Judge Flippin has always discharged his duties with credit to himself and his 
constituency. He is a beau ideal public servant, faithful, efficient and trust
worthy. As a judge he has displayed the utmost intelligence and in)partial 
fairness, and his pleasing manner and intelligent conversation make him a most 
agreeable companion. 'During the great c:ivil "Var he was captain at a company 
in the early part of the struggle, but was later elected quartermaster of 
McBride's brigade and held this position until the war closed. He has held 
the office of justice of the peace for many years and for twenty years sen'ed 
in the capacity of county surveyor. He became a member of Yellville Lodge 
of the A. F. & A. M. prior to the war and is still a member of that honorable 
order. He has a farm of many acres, has given each of his children farms. 
and they are now living all around him, worthy and substantial citizens. 
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Tud<Te Flippin was left a wido\\'er in 1884, but later married Mrs. Rachel 
Butts, of Johnson County, Ark., widoll of Hon. H .. G. Butts with wl.lOm she 
lived peacefully until the spring of 18S9, when findlIlg their citSPOS.ltIOI1S not 
in unison, they decided to separate amicably, the Judge accompanY1l1g her to 
her home in Johnson County. judge Flippin is noll' se"e!lty-sel'Cn years old, 
and li"e5 with his son, Thomas H. Flippin. In ISS8 he llluted mth the Church 
of Christ, and has been a faithful worker and minister of the Gospel, and 
hopes for Illany years to come to continue his great usefl11ness. .. ,. 

S. \\'. \\'ILKI:\SON. This prominent general merchant of \\ dlGI\' Spnngs, 
]\10., was born in Alton, IlL, January 6, 1856, son of Simon and ."\nna <,Lea) 
\Vilkinson, both nati\'es of Enaland. The parents came to thc UIllted States 
about IS:;O and settled in the Prairie State, where the father fGllolI"ed farming 
until his -death in 18:;9. The mother is now li"ing in l'Ilissouri. Their family 
consisted of fi"e children, and our subject is the only one no\\' lil·ing. S. \\'. 
\\'ilkinson passed his early life in :Missouri, whither his mother had moved 
before the war, and when he was about thirteen years of age began clerking 
in a store. In about ISS3 he embarked in business for himself at Leesburgh, 
this State, continued this for one year, and then in 1884 came to \\,illo\\" Springs. 
Here he engaged in general merchandising, and in 18<)0 he erected the large 
commercial house in which he now carries on business. This is one of the best 
business buildings in the city, 28x90, two stories in height and a basement. 
Mr. \Vilkinson carries a stock of goods valued at from $6,000 to $7,000 
and his trade extends over a wide scope of country. He employs two 
clerks, is doing a good business, and is a young, energetic business man. l\Ir. 
\Vilkinson started for himself in a small \\'a)" but by industry and close 
attention to business has made a success of his calling. In politics he is a 
Republican and is prominent in the affairs of the city. He selected his wife 
in the person of :\Iiss PhcEbe Elizabeth Knight, and they have six children: 
Lillie, Charles S., \Villiam E., Ethel Ann, Bessie Jane and i\Iary.\lice, l\Ir. 
\\'ilkinson and familv reside on Third Street, this cit\·, and have a handsome 
home. They are highly respected by all and are i)rominent citizens. i\Ir. 
\Vilkinson has had an experience of twenty-five years in the mercantile busi
ness and is reliable and trustworthv. He is a director in the Citizens' Bank 
of \Villo\\, Springs, is also city and- school treasurer, and has held many prom
inent positions. He has ever been active in all enterprises to build up the 
city and is one of the most progressive men. 

J\COB n. \VOLF. There is not a more popular citizen and official in Baxter 
County, Ark., than jacob H. \Volf, who has several times served in the 
capacity of sheriff of the county, and whose conduct of the affairs of that 
office has been such as to commend him to the good opinion of the general 
public, irrespective of party affiliation. He was born in what is now Baxter 
(but was then Izard) County, Ark., March 31, 1845, a son of \Villiam M. and 
Phcebe E. <,Kellow) \\'olf, the former of whom was born in Kentucky, but was 
only a child \\'hen his father, Jacob \\'olf, brought him to Arkansas. They 
located near the mouth of North Fork on \Vhite River, and there made their 
home for o\'er fifty years, Jacob \VoH being a farmer, merchant, trader and 
blacks:nith, in which duties he was assisted by his sons, and these energetic 
men dId much to develop the resources of northern Arkansas and make the 
present advanced state of civilization possible. jacob \Volf received the 
appointmel!t of Indian agent from the United States Government, with the 
rank of major, and held this position many years. He also held other official 
posit!ons of trust and honor. He was a Democrat, a member of the Missionary 
B~p~lst Churc!l, an~ was a man well known and highly honored in his day. 
\\llham M. \\oIf, hiS son, was also a merchant and trader, and became promi-
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nent in the political affairs of his time, serving several terms as a member 
of the General Assembly of the State from Izard County. He became the 
owner of a valuable farm on \Vhite River, and for his many worth v traits of 
character was highly honored throughout the section in \;'hich h~ resided. 
He died in 1~52, when ab<:.lUt forty-two yea,rs of age, and his widow in 1863, at 
the age of thIrty-eIght. She was born 111 Kentucky, and came with her people 
to Arkansas many years ago. Jacob H. \\7olf, the immediate subject of this 
sketch, was the third of seven children born to his parents, and his scholastic 
education was obtained in the public schools of Mountain Home (then known 
as Rapp's Barrens), and his vacations were spent in assisting his grandfather. 
In 1862 he became a soldier of the Confederate Army, but saw no active 
service until 1863, when he joined the Fourteenth Arkansas Infantrv, which 
was afterward chang-cd to Craven's regiment or the First Consolidated Regi
ment. He was in the service until his command surrendered at I\Iarsh~ll, 
Tex., in the spring of 1865. He was a participant in the engagements at 
Prairie De Han, Marks' Mill, and various skirmishes, but was neither wounded 
nor taken prisoner during his service. Prior to the war he had partly learned 
the blacksmith's trade, and upon the opening of the war he was working as a 
tanner on \Vhite River, at Livingston's Point. After the war he worked at 
blacksmithing at Salado, Bell County, Tex., and returned to :'Iountain Home 
and attended school one year. He also worked at blacksmithing in Baxter 
County from 1871 to 1884, when he was elected sheriff of the cnunty, but prior 
to this had served one term as county coroner. After serving in the capacity 
of sheriff three terms he turned his attention to farming on White River, in 
Buck Horn Township, but later located in Mountain Home, and began 
working at his trade, from which he was once more called by the \'oice of the 
public to serve in the capacity of county sheriff and collector, to fill the 
unexpired term of J'vIr. Li\·ingston (deceased), and ably did he discharge his 
duties. In \Vaco, Tex., he was married in IS77 to J.\Iiss Jennie Patterson, by 
whom he has two sons and t\\·o daughters living: Thelia, Jacob Clea\'e, Willie 
Clyde and Phcebe Lois, and Tandy, Milas and an infant are deceased. Mr. 
\Volf is a Royal Arch j\Iason, has filled important offices in the Blue Lodge 
and chapter, and politically is a Democrat. 

CAPT. GILLml HOPPER. There is no greater pleasure for the hand and 
pen of the historian or biographer to perform than in recording the life and 
achievements of a man who, through his own unaided efforts, has secured a 
comfortable competency and the general acknowledgment of being an honest 
man and esteemed citizen. Gillum Hopper, whose success in life is the result 
of honesty, industry and good management on his part, first saw the light in 
\Varren County, Tenn., in 1841. His parents, !'IIoses and Rebecca (Hicks) 
Hopper, were natives of Kentucky and Tennessee, respectively, t~e former 
born in 1802 and the latter in 1804. \Vhen a lad Moses went WIth hIS parents 
to Tennessee. grew to manhood there, and was married in Cannon COLInty, that 
State to Miss Hicks. Afterward they located in \VaITen County, Tenn., and 
there all their children were born. In IS:; 1 they moved to "'hat is now 
Boone <;:ounty, Ark., and settled in the woods, one mile northwest of the pres
ent town of Harrison. There the father tilled the soil until 1862, when he was 
killed by bushwhackers, on the farm where our subject now resides. He was 
a Union man and opposed to secession, but took n? part in the war. J:1e was 
one of the pioneers of this section and an extensIve stock trader. \\hen he 
first settled in Boone County it was common for the inhabitants to go fifteen 
or twenty miles to a house-raising and to v~sit, et.c, The nearest mill was 
twenty-five miles distant and the nearest tradlIlg pO.lIlt, Carrollt?n. 2\1r. Hop
!ler was well known and universally respected. HIS father, GIllum Hopper, 
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was a native of the Green Isle of Erin and the latter's wife was of Pennsyl
vania Dutch origin. Gillum Hopper followed farming and trading in Ken
tucky until his death. Three weeks after t~e killing ,?f her ?usban<!, Mrs. 
Hopper, too, passed away. Her father, ArchIbald O. HIcks, dIed In Cannon 
County, Tenn., where he followed farming very successfully for many years. 
He was a soldier in the Mexican vVar, in which he was wounded. Nine chil
dren were born to the parents of our subject, and are named in the order of 
their births, as follows: Archibald \V. stlrved in the Confederate Army during 
the war, and is now farming on Long Creek; Nancy, deceased, was the wife 
of Hiram Cantrell; William B. died in Pratt County, Kan.; Eliza L., wife of 
Luke P. Holmes, of Polk County, Mo.; James T., one of Harrison's prominent 
and wealthy citizens; Paralee P., wife of \Vashington F. McCormick, of Taney 
County, Mo.; Elvira]., wife of Joseph H. Speer, a prominent citizen of lIarri
son; Gillum, our subject; and Ruth B., deceased, was the wife of \Villiam H. 
Thomason. Our subject was about ten years of age when the parents moved 
to Boone County, Ark., and he was reared amid the rude surroundings of that 
section. He received only a few months' schooling, and that when but a child, 
for when he first came to Arkansas there were no schools. On May I, 1861, 
he went to Springfield, Mo.; soon after engaged in scout duty, which he con
tinued until 1864 and then enlisted in Company M, Seventy·third Missouri 
Cavalry. He was in active sen'ice as a scout all the time, in Missouri and 
Arkansas. He was captain of his company under Gen. Sanburn, was always 
ready for duty, and was never captured nor wounded; that is, he was never 
severely wounded, although several times struck by balls that drew blood. 
The Captain was as brave an officer as ever commanded a company and had 
the confidence and respect of all who became acquainted with him. At the 
close of the war he was discharged at Springfield, Mo., and remained in 
that city until 1867, when he returned to Boone County. There he was mar
ried in 1870 to Miss Prudie C. McCormick, a native of \Nebster County, Mo., 
and the daughter of Joseph R. McCormick (see sketch of John R. McCormick). 
Capt. Hopper's union has been blessed by the birth of ten children: Ida; 
Nannie H., wife of Prof. Joseph W. Blankinship, who is principal of Marshall 
Seminary, at l:VIarshall, Ark.; Lillie died young; Bertha M.; James T.; 
Lou Ella Gertrude; 'WiIliam Carson; Cora Prudie; Lester died in infancy; amI 
Gillum Carl. For sixteen years Capt. Hopper has lived on his present farm 
of 540 acres, one mile and a half north of Harrison, and he also owns 200 
acres in Taney County, Mo. Nearly 600 acres of his land is under culti
vation, and he has it well improved with good buildings, fences, orchard, etc. 
He purchased 160 acres in 1860 and added to that as he was able. Now he 
is one of the most extensive stock feeders and shippers in the county. A few 
years ago he shipped seven car loads of cattle and six car loads of hogs at 
one shipment, the largest single shipment ever made from Boone County. 
!"Ie is a Republican in politics, but not an office seeker, and in religion he is 
I11dep~ndent. The Captain has witnessed all the improvements that have been 
made 111 the country and can relate many interesting anecdotes of the pioneer 
days. About 1854 his elder brother, Capt. James T., was sent by his father to 
Springfield with a drove of hogs and our subject accompanied him as far as 
Layton's Mill in Taney County, Mo., with a load of feed drawn by three yoke 
of oxen. He was to return home from Layton's Mill with a load of lumber. 
All went well until he .reached what was known as the Central place, where 
0n:aha now ~tands, Just at dark. Here he stopped to get a drink at the 
spnng and whIle there he heard what he thought was a woman crying in dis
tress. He called to her and was soon confronted by a panther when but a few 
steps from the wagon. It did not take him long to get into the wagon but the 
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panther was close a~ter hi~. Sei~ing the whip, the only weapon he had. he 
began beatmg the anrmal wIth all hIs force. The attack was continued from 
one side of the wagon to the other, but the whipstock was used with such skill 
and force that the panther's attacks were of no avail. There was no settlement 
for several miles and the battle continued until about 2 o'clock in the morn
ing, when our subject reached the place where Burlington now stands and 
stopped at the house of Redden Mattox to put up for the night. He called 
to the latter and told him he had been attacked by a panther, but Mr. Mattox 
came out laughing and made fun of him. He changed his mind a moment 
later and made a rush for the house followed by our subject. They did not 
ventur~ out again., but left the oxen with the yokes on all night. By morning 
the anrmal had dIsappeared and Capt. Hopper was permitted to reach home 
without further molestation. 

HUGH K. CHAPIN. The primitive occupation of man-farming-has many 
noble and successful votaries in Howell County, Mo., but none who deserves 
more honorable mention than Hugh K. Chapin, who is also quite extensively 
engaged in stockraising in South Fork Township. He was born in the county 
in which he now lives September 10, 1852, a son of John A. and Sarah (Kyle) 
Chapin, and was the eldest of their five sons and two daughters, the other 
members being Paul Stillman, a farmer of Howell County; John 0., also of 
this county; Hiram, who died at the age of twenty years, in 1880; Arminta c., 
wife of Monroe Reed, of this county; \ViIliam A., who also resides here, and 
Sarah M .. wife of William Pentecost, of Izard County, Ark. In the common 
schools of his native county the subject of this sketch received a fair practical 
education and was reared to the healthy, useful and independent life of the 
farmer. At about the age of twenty he began life's battle for himself and in 
1874 took for a wife Miss Celia A., daughter of Robert J. and Lourena (Davis) 
Martin, natives of Tennessee and Missouri, respectively. l\Ir. Martin became 
a resident of Oregon County, Mo., when a young man, and was there married, 
but his wife died in that county before the war, and he passed from life in 
Howell County in February, 1892, having been a farmer throughout life. Mrs. 
Chapin was the only child born to her parents, and first saw the light of day 
in Oregon County March lO, 1855. She and Mr. Chapin have three children: 
Augustus Leigh, Sarah F. and John F. 1I1r. Chapin lived in Howell Vailey 
until 1885, but since that time has lived on his present farm of 146 acres, 
fifteen miles south of West Plains, and has about eighty acres of his land 
under cultivation. During 188! and 1882 he was sheriff of Howell County, 
and in 1888 he was elected to the office of county collector, in which capacity 
he served two years. He has always been actively interested in the welfare 
of his section, and all public enterprises that are of a worthy character have 
found in him a liberal supporter. He is a member of :Mazeppa Lodge No. 263 
at West Plains of the I. O. O. F., and in this honorable order has been secre
tary and vice-grand. He has always supported the principles of the Repub
lican party and his first presidential vote was cast for Gen. Grant in 1872. 

LEVI. SMITH. Among the many agriculturists who have devoted their 
attention to the occupation of tilling the soil in Howell Township, Howell 
County, Mo., Levi Smith is one of the foremost, and he owes the success which 
has attended his operations in this respect to his own good fighting qualities. 
He owes his nativity to Surry County, N. c., where he was born in 1838, a son 
of Rev. Thomas and Candace (Snow) Smith, who were born in Wilkes and 
Surry Counties, N. C., in 1812 all:d r?I4, r~spect.ively. They were reared, edu
cated in a limited way, and married III theIr natIVe State, and about r860made 
the trip to Howell County, Mo., by wagon, the journey thither lasting just two 
months. They located on an unimproved farm, near \Vest Plains, on which 
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Mr. Smith spent the rest of his life, dying August 7, 1879, having been a life
long and industrious farmer, and a justice of the peace in Howell County for 
a good many years. Although a Union man in principle, he took no active 
part during the Civil War. He was a local minister of the Methodist Church 
for many years, was a great reader, was a well posted man on all general 
topics, and was in every respect self-educated. He was something of an ora
tor also, and made many speeches on topics tending to the advancement of 
the 'country, and was an ardent temperance worker. He never used tobacco in 
any form, and was never known to have liquor of any kind in his house; and 
although he reared a large family of sons none of them ever touched a drop 
of liquor until after they attained their majority. James Smith, the paternal 
grandfather, was a native of Delaware. but soon after his marriage went to 
North Carolina and spent the rest of his days in Wilkes County, dying about 
1850, at the age of eighty-four years, having been a cooper by trade. The 
death of his wife, Elizabeth, occurred four years before his own, and a family 
of eleven children were born to them. The maternal grandfather, Larkin 
Snow, and his wife Elizabeth (Norman) Snow, were born in Surry County, 
N. c., and there spent their entire lives, the death of the former occurring at 
the age of ninety years. He was a farmer and mechanic, and to them also a 
family of eleven children was given. Obediah Snow, father of Larkin, was 
a North Carolinian by birth, and died when Mrs. Smith was a little girl. This 
estimable woman is still living, and for over half a century has been a devout 
member of the Methodist Church. Her children were named as follows: 
John, who is now a farmer of the State of \'Vashington, but from the beginning 
until the close of the Civil War was a member of the Forty-seventh Indiana 
Infantry, in the Armies of the Cumberland and Tennessee, and was in many 
'bf the most important and sanguinal:y battles; Levi; Nancy, wife of Henry 
Dean, of Phelps County; Elizabeth, wife of George Davis, of Howell County; 
Martha became the wife of Aaron Dean, and is deceased; James, who is a 
farmer of Benton County, Ark.; Mary is the wife of Solomon Aiden, of 
Howell County; Jane, who died in Phelps County, the wife of Isaac Randolph; 
Moore, who resides in Howell County; Sallie, who died in Howell County, the 
wife of Thomas Collins; William, who resides in Texas, and Thomas is a 
mechanic and lives in Aurora. Levi Smith. the immediate subject of this 
sketch, was brought up on a farm with very limited educational advantages, 
and in Surry County, N. c., was married about 1857 to Celia, daughter of John 
and Nancy Marsh, the former of whom died in the Old North State. The 
latter is still living, and is nearly one hundred years old. Mrs. Smith was 
born in Surry County, N. c., and has borne her husband six children: John of 
Independence County, Ark.; Margaret, wife of Henry Taylor, of Crawford 
County. Kan.; Alfred, of Crawford County, Kan.; Letitia, wife of James Haw
kins, of \'Vest Port, Ind.; Edward and Thurlow. The mother of these children 
died in May, 1883. and in the latter part of the same year Mr. Smith married 
Elizabeth, daughter of James and Anna (Holmes) Morrison, natives of Roane 
County, Tenn" where they were reared and married. Mr. Morrison was a sol
dier of the Confederate Army, was captured somewhere in middle Tennes
see, and died in prison at Fort Delaware. His widow now resides in Fulton 
County, Ark. Mrs. Smith was born in Roane County, Tenn., and has a family 
of three children: Levi, Charles and Edna. Mr. Smith rented land in Howell 
County until the war, and in 1862 joined the East Missouri Militia and after a 
short time was in the Missouri State Militia and operated fr;m Rolla to 
Springfield. A~ter a time, o\ving to disability, he retired from the service. In 
I867,he sett.led m the woods on his present farm, one and a fourth miles south 
of West Plams, where he owns an excellent and fertile tract of land comprising 
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163 acres, of which about 100 acres are under cultivation. He has a fine resi
dence, surrounded by a beautiful and well-kept lawn, and near his house is a 
fine be~ring orchard. At the close of the war he could, himself, carry all his 
posseSSIOns, and he now has one of the finest country homes in the county 
the result of his own persistent efforts. Soon after the close of the war h~ 
was appointed deputy sheriff by the governor, but has never asked for or held 
othe.r office: Mrs. Smit~ is one of seven children, the other members being: 
Maltnda, WIfe of Alex. Edgeman, of Roane County, Tenn.; Mary, wife of Asia 
Osborne, of Lawrence County, Ark.; Debby, James R., Jefferson and Francis. 
Their grandfather, John Morrison, was. born in Washington County, Tenn., and 
died in Roane County during the war, his wife also dying there. John Holmes, 
her paternal grandfather, was born in Kentucky, but died in Roane County, 
Tenn., a farmer. His wife, Lydia Register, was born in Delaware, but died in 
Greene County, Tenn. 

JOHN A CHAPIN: :rhe calling of the farmer is th~ primItive occupation 
of man, and the majorIty of those who have followed It have led upright and 
blameless lives, and the career of John A. Chapin is no exception to this rule. 
He is a native of Sangamon County, Ill., where he first saw the light in 1829, 
a son of Paul Stillman and Sarah (Harrison) Chapin, natives of the Old North 
State, the birth of the father occurring in 1799. They accompanied their 
parents to Overton County, Tenn., and were there married, and afterward lived 
for about three years in Illinois. At the end of that time they returned to 
Tennessee and there Mr. Ch~pin followed farming until his death, which 
occurred in 1843. His father, Paul Chapin, was a Massachusetts man and 
when but sixteen years old was a soldier of the Revolution and in an engage
ment during that war was wounded in the right arm. He removed to North 
Carolina when a young man, was married there and later removed, in a very 
early day, to Overton County, Tenn., where he was called from life in 1845. 
He was married several times and his first wife was the grandmother of the 
subject of this sketch, by whom he had two sons and one daughter: Paul S.; 
Hiram, who lived in Sangamon County, Ill., and Mary (Moore), who died in 
Carroll County, Ark. Mr. Chapin was of English descent. Eli Harrison, the 
maternal grandfather of John A. Chapin, was an early settler of Tennessee, 
from North Carolina, and died in Clay County, Tenn., when nearly ninety 
years old. His wife, Martha Hedgepeth, also died in Clay County. The 
mother of John A Chapin came to. Howell County in 1851, but upon the 
opening of the Civil War she went to. Greene County, Mo., where she died in 
1864, having been a worthy member of the Methodist Church for many years. 
She became the mother of the following children: Mary, widow of Riley Cox; 
Hiram, who died in California; Paul S., who died in Texas; Harrison, who died 
in Howell County, Mo.; Martha, who died in Tennessee; John A; Josiah, 
who died in Arkansas; Silas J., who resides in Platt County, Mo.; Sarah, the 
twin sister of Silas, died young; Franklin resides in Shannon County; Alsie 
is the wife of Marion Davis, of Howell County, and Catherine is the wife of 
Thomas Kelley, of this county. John A. Chapin received such education and 
rearing as usually falls to the lot of the pioneer farmer's boy, that is, he had 
to labor hard and received but few educational advantages. In 18S! he was 
married to Sarah, the daughter of Hugh and Marian Kyle, who were of Scotch 
descent. They died in Clay County, Tenn., where Mrs. Chapin was born, and 
Mrs. Chapin died in Howell County in 1867, having become the mother of 
seven children. In 1868 Mr. Chapin married Mariah E., daughter of James 
and Eliza Gillum, natives of South Carolina and Tennessee, respectively, but 
who were married in Alabama, and from there moved to Texas in 1859, where 
Mrs. Gillum died the same year. Mr. Gillum then came to Howell County, 
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Mo., but later moved to Arkansas. where he eventually passed from life. Mrs. 
Chapin was born in Morgan County, Ala. In 1851 Mr. Chapin came by wagon 
to what is now Howell County and located in the woods in Howell Valley, but 
two years after located on the farm on which he now resides, a short distance 
away, where he had cleared about ten acres of land. He soon had this farm 
in an excellent state of cultivation and well improved with farm buildings of 
various kinds, which added greatly to the value of his property. He is one 
of the best known men in the county, and Chapin Station, which was located 
on his land, was named in his honor. When the station was located the land 
belonged to J. H. Maxey. Although a stanch Union man, he took no part in 
the struggle between the North and South, save as a mem.ber of the Missouri 
State Militia. In February, 1875, he was elected shenff and collector of 
Howell County, to fill an unexpired term, and in 1878 was elected to the same 
position for two years, which he filled with much credit to him~elf and to the 
satisfaction of all concerned. He is a member of Mt. Zion Lodge No. 327 of 
the A. F. & A. M., at \Vest Plains, and he and his wife have long been mem
bers of the Methodist Church. Before the war he was a Democrat in politics, 
but since that time he has always voted the Republican ticket. He was a 
member of the first grand jury of Howell County when the court was held in 
a log cabin in \Vest Plains and the members of the jury camped in the brush 
near by. \Vhen Mr. Chapin first came to this section the nearest blacksmith 
shop was at Thomasville, then the county seat of Oregon County, and their 
milling was done at Bryant's Fork, in Ozark County. The country was wild 
and unsettled and Mr. Chapin has seen and assisted in almost its entire devel
opment. 

JOHN SQUIRE. This gentleman is a successful merchant of Squire's Post
office, Douglas County, l\10., and is one of the leading business men of the 
county. He was born in Devonshire, England, April I, 1854, to John and 
Mary A. (Gorman) Squire, the former of whom died in the old country. The 
mother came, with her family, to the United States and settled in Logan County, 
Ill. The father of the subject of this sketch was a sturdy British yeoman and 
was engaged in tilling the soil until his death, which occurred at the age of 
seventy-six years. To himself and wife seven children were born: Daniel, 
who died in Illinois, a farmer; Jennie became the wife of Peter Erickson, of 
Vermillion County, Ill.; Gad died in Logan County, at the age of twenty-five 
years; Anna is the wife of Levi Gentry, of Illinois; Henry is a farmer of Ver
million County, Ill., living with his mother; Josie is the wife of Charles Chance, 
of Mason County, Ill., and John. In 1882 the latter came to Douglas County, 
Mo., and started a cattle ranch for himself. He secured a good practical 
.education in the common schools of Illinois, and was there brought up to a 
thorough knowledge of farming and cattle raising. He came to this section 
with the purpose of settling here if he liked the country, and became so favor
ably impressed with the prospects here that he bought a tract of land and set 
out an orchard of two or three acres, later taking up a homestead claim. He 
now owns 841 acres and has about one-sixth of his land under cultivation. He 
embarked in general merchandising in 1883, and, in addition to looking 
after his interests in this respect, he also manages his farm and is quite exten
sively engaged in stockraising. He is in every sense of the word a self-made 
man, for he began life for himself without any means and is now one of the 
wealthy men of Douglas County. He has always been an active Republican 
and since the establishment of the postoffice in 1882 has been postmaster of 
Squire's Postoffice ever since. He carries a general stock of goods, does a 
busmess of $15,000 annually, and has the entire confidence of the citizens of the 
sectIon 111 which he resides. He is a man of excellent business qualifications, as 
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his record will show, and has ever been very public spirited. He has been some
thing of a traveler and in 1881 made a trip to Australia. He was married to 
Miss Martha F., the daughter of Jesse Brown, of this county, and to them five 
children have been born: Mary A., Jennie V., Jessie E., Lutlisha and Samuel 
McKinley G. Mr. Squire'is a member of the 1. O. O. F. 

HON. NAPOLEON B. ALLEN. Like all self-made and distinguished men 
Hon. Napoleon B. Allen commenced life with limited means and worked 
~is way to the front by c~reful and studi.ous att~ntion to busin.ess, honesty and 
mtegrIty, and the following of the various traits that combine in making a 
man respected and honored. He was born at Mammoth Springs, Ark., May 
27, 1851, and is the son of William and Matilda (Evans) Allen. The father 
was a native of Illinois, but was reared in St. Louis. In 1830 he went to where 
Mammoth Springs, Ark., is now situated, and was one ofthe first to settle there 
entering the Springs from the Government. In 1853 he sold this property fo; 
$600, now worth many thousands, and engaged in farming and stockraising, 
which he carried on very successfully. He was the most extensive stockraiser 
in the whole country, numbered his cattle and horses by the hundred, and his 
stock overran the country from Imboden, Ark., to West Plains, Mo. Mr. Allen 
was about fifty·four or fifty-five at the time of his death. He was twice married, 
first to Miss Stublefield, who died at Mammoth Springs. After that he was 
married to Mrs. Matilda (Evans) Ragan, who was born in the year 1813. To 
the first union were born five children and to the last. three, our subject being 
the youngest of the latter. He spent his school days near where Thayer is now 
located, and when nineteen years of age left the schoolroom to engage in 
farming and stock raising, on the Warm Fork of Spring River. There he 
remained until 1888, and aside from farming and stock raising was in business 
at Clifton and Mammoth Springs, before there was any town at Thayer. After 
the railroad came through he sold drugs there; was in business at Mammoth 
Springs and Clifton from 1876 to 1881, the firm at the latter place being Clif
ton & Allen. There this firm put up the first gin. He was engaged in business 
for himself at Mammoth Springs and was unusually successful. He was engaged 
by the Gulf Railroad as contractor to furnish beef and this occupied his atten
tion for some time. He has been in business of some kind or other since boy
hood. and displays excellent judgment and wonderful business acumen. He 
bought his large farm in 1887. and started to buy the place where he now lives from 
the Couch heirs. He has I IO acres in the home tract, owns wild land all 
over the county, a farm on Arkansas River below Fort Smith, and has pros
pered financially. Mr. Allen was public administrator of Oregon County eight 
years, and in 1884 he was elected to represent the county in the Legislature. 
On July 30, 1871, he was married to Miss Emma Clift, a daughter of James 
Clift, who was born in Dent County, Mo. Of this union one son, Haston, is 
the only representative, for six children are deceased. One son, James, died 
when eighteen years of age. Mr. Allen is a member of the .Methodist Church, 
and is recording steward for Garfield Circuit. Mrs. Allen IS .a member of the 
Christian Church. For a number of years Mr. Allen was In the newspaper 
business at Thayer. He has always been an active business man and as a citi
zen and a neighbor is well liked. He is a Mason, and in politics is an ardent 
supporter of Democratic principles. 

HON. PLEASANT N. GULLEY. This worthy representative of a successful, 
thoroughgoing and ind ustrious Missouri farmer a.nd stockr~iser came orig~nally 
from Hawkins County. Tenn., where he was born In 1824. HIS parents, LeWIS and 
Jane (Rolin) Gulley, were born in the Old Caro!ina State ab?ut 1784 and 1786, 
respectively, where they were reared and marned, after which they moved to 
Tennessee and entered land in Hawkins County, and on that land spent the rest 
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of their lives, dying in 1849 and 1833, respectively. They were Methodists, and 
the father was a soldier in the War of 1812 under Gen. Jackson .. He was one 
of six sons, all of whom were men of considerable prominence; Elder Nathan 
was one of the first Baptist ministers of North Carolina; Robert, Reddick and 
George being the only ones remembered. Their father came ~o t~is country 
from Wales in a very early day and settled and eventually dled 10 the Old 
North State, where, by industry, good management and honesty, he had 
accumulated a comfortable fortune. The maternal grandparents also lived and 
died in North Carolina. To Lewis and Jane Gulley the following children 
were born: George W., who died in Illinois at the age of seventy-eight years, 
a blacksmith; John, who died in Hawkins County, Tenn. j Alfred is a farmer of 
Van Buren County, Tenn.; Pleasant N. and Wiley R. died in Texas, about 
I889; Martha died in infancy and another daughter died in infancy unnamed. 
Pleasant N. Gulley spent his early life on his father's farm, but was deprived 
of nearly all educational advantages owing to the fact that the country was 
new, good teachers scarce, and his services were required on the home farm. 
1849 he was married in Hawkins County to Miss Martha Jane, daughter of 
Joseph and Martha (Alderson) Middlecoff, native Virginians who became 
wealthy citizens of Hawkins Cou,lty, Tenn., the father's death occurring on 
his farm there and the mother's in Bradley County, Tenn. Mrs. Gulley was born 
in Virginia, and became the mother of nine c·hildren: Elizabeth Ann, wife of 
Hon. A. H. Livingston, of West Plains; Robert H.; George M.;John W.; Mary, 
wife of H.L. Bolin; Martha Jane, wife of O. Besheer; Joseph Lewis, Pleasant N. 
and William Henry. In 1855 Mr. Gulley packed up his household effects and 
with his family started on the overland journey to lVlissouri, and at the end of 
six weeks arrived at Howell County. He at once entered a tract of land, 
which constitutes his present farm, and has lived here ever since. He is now the 
oldest settler in Hutton Valley, Howell County. The country at that time' was 
covered with a rich growth of primeval forest, and inhabited by but few 
settlers. The nearest marketing point was at Pocahontas, eighty miles away, and 
many of their settlers went to St. Louis to do their trading. Mr. Gulley was 
not a partisan during the war, and during that time was considerably annoyed 
by both armies, to the extent of losing much of his property. He was not 
subject to service owing to delicate health, and during that time devoted his 
attention to farming and stockraising, an occupation to which his attention has 
since been successfully devoted. In 1876 he embarked in mercantile pursuits 
at Hutton Valley, where he sold goods for eight years and was then succeeded 
by his son John. He is justly considered one of the leading farmers of the 
county and owns a magnificent farm which, with his other land, amounts to 
600 or 700 acres, which is the result of his liberal use of brain and brawn. He 
has been a Democrat since the war and has been quite active in the political 
affairs of his section, being elected in 1858 to the office of justice of the peace, a 
position which he has filled for twenty years. He was elected and served two 
years as coroner of Ho\vell County, and in 1884 W2I'S elected associate judge of the 
Howell Collnty Court, and so ably and satisfactorily did 'he fill this responsible 
office, that III 1886 he was elected for a second term. In 1893 he was appointed 
a member of the State Board of Agriculture, which he holds now. He is 
a member of Mt. Zi'on Lodge No. 327 of the A. F. & A. M. of West 
Plains, an.d he and his wif" have been members of the Missionary Baptist 
Church slllce 1848. They are among the most highly honored citizens of 
Howell County, and count their friends by the score, and have a pretty com-
fortable and hospitable home. ' 

\VILLIAM C. SMITH. Among those of Howell County, Mo., who have 
successfully followed the" primitive occupation of man" may be mentioned 
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William C. Smith, whose active, energetic and useful life has won him an 
abundance of this world's goods, and has placed him among the foremost 
agricul~urists and stockraisers of his section. He was born in Overton County, 
Tenn., In 1820, a son of George and Nancy (Winningham) Smith, natives of 
the Old North State, but who were married and resided in Overton County, 
Tenn., where the father's death occurred when the subject of this sketch was a 
lad. In 18n Mrs. Smith came to Howell County, Mo., and was here called 
from life about 1880, having long been a worthy member of the Christian 
Church. The paternal grandfather, who also bore the name of George Smith, 
was a very early settler of Overton County, Tenn., and was there engaged in 
farming until his death. He had five sons, all of whom became farmers, and 
are now dead: David, Richard, William, John and George. The maternal 
grandfather, Adam Winningham, was born in North Carolina, and died in 
Overton County, Tenn., in 1847, having been a very early settler and a success
ful farmer and slave owner of that section. He reared a family of five sons 
and seven daughters, all of whom married and reared families of their own. 
The subject of this sketch was the third of thirteen children born to his parents: 
Adam, who went into the Confederate service from Georgia, and has not been 
heard of since; John became a Federal soldier of the Third Kentucky, and is 
deceased; William c.; Campbell, who resides in Overton County, Tenn.; Brant 
was also a soldier in the Federal Army, Third Kentucky, and is now dead; 
George was killed at Dalton, Ga., a member of the Third Kentucky, United 
States Army; Willis was also killed at Dalton, a member of the same Regiment 
as his brother; Wiley, also a member of the Third Kentucky, was killed at 
Chickamauga; Henry Clay, also a member of the Third Kentucky, died in 
Kentucky; Eliza resides in Howell County, Mo.; Virginia became the wife of 
Joel Hines, and both are dead; Andrew J. died in Howell County, and Marion 
also died here. On a farm in his native State the subject of this sketch was 
reared, but his schooling amounted to but about forty-five days. He was mar
ried in Overton County in 1842 to Mary C., daughter of Matthew and Dica 
Reynolds, of Overton County, who came from North Carolina and died in 
Tennessee. Mrs. Smith was born in Overton County and died in Howell 
County in 1879, a member of the Christian Church. She and Mr. Smith named 
their children as follows: George H. was in the Third Kentucky Regiment for 
over four years during the war and was wounded at Kenesaw Mountain; Lean 
is the wife of David Godsey; Clementine is the wife of Benjamin Stone, of 
Overton County; Angeline died young; Isabella is the wife of Alfred Besheer; 
Spencer died young; Shannon died young; Grant; and Mary Jane, who also 
died young. In October, 1861, Mr. Smith, with six brothers and one son, joined 
Company H, Third Kentucky Infantry, and took part in many bloody strug
gles as a part of the Army of the Cumberland. He was at Mill Springs, Ky., 
Murfreesboro, Shiloh, Corinth, Chattanooga, Perryville, Cumberland Gap, in 
the engagements from Dalton to Atlanta, then back to Franklin, Tenn.: thence 
to Nashville, and was mustered out at Jeffersonville, Ind. Mr. Smith was in 
the hospital for six months with rheumatism, but when on active duty was 
principally employed in driving an ambulance. Out of the seven brothers and 
one son that fought for their country only the father and son survived. After 
the war he returned to his family almost unknown to his children, and in 1872 
came with them to Howell County, Mo., and has since lived on his present 
farm of 320 acres, which is situated in Hutton VaJley, and comprises some of 
the finest land of which the county can boast. I1e started twice in life with
out means, and after a long and hard struggle with ad\'ersity found himself on 
a prosperous financial sea, and as soon as circumstances would permit sur
rounded his family with every comfort. While he was participating in the 
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war his wife and other children supported themselves as best they could, and 
were robbed and plundered of their provisions by both armies nearly as fast as 
they were produced, and many times they were on the point of starvation. At 
the time of the husband and father's return from the war they were so reduced 
by hardships and starvation that they were unable to recognize him. The his
tory of this family is quite remarkable, for eight sons participated in the war, 
and all but one were Union soldiers. Six of them lost their lives on the battle
field and in camp, and the fate of the one who was in the Confederate Army 
remains a mystery to this day. Formerly a Whig in politics, Mr. Smith has 
been a stanch Republican since the war, and is a member of Andrew J. Smith 
Post at Willow Springs, Mo., and for over fifty years has been a member of the 
Christian Church. His brother, Andrew J. Smith, came to Missouri about 
forty years ago, and was one of the very first settlers of Hutton Valley. After 
serving for some time in the State Militia he early in 1865 joined Company F, 
Eleventh Missouri Infantry, with which he served until February, 1866. The 
old soldiers remembered him when the G. A. R. post was formed at Willow 
Springs, and it was named in his honor. He died in 1882, having been an 
honest, upright and successful farmer, and a useful, law-abiding citizen. 

J. R. B. MOORE. Within years of recent date the remarkable growth of 
the real estate business has given it a prominence and placed it in a position 
that is attained by very few other elements in this country. This increase 
and promotion can be nothing less than a reflex of the progress and prosper
ity of every general interest in the community, and constitutes starong reason 
for gratification among all observant and appreciative business men. J. R. B. 
Moore has an excellent knowledge of real estate, as well as the general rou
tine work of a real estate agent, and has been a potent contributor to the 
growth of his section. He was born near Mt. Vernon, Lawrence County, 
Mo., August 15,1858, a son of Isaac R. and Mary A. (Genoe) Moore, who 
were born in Meigs County, Tenn., and were married there in 1857, after 
which they moved to Lawrence County, Mo., and in 1866 to what is now 
Boone County, Ark., locating near the present flourishing town of Harrison. 
He is now residing in Heber and holds the office of justice of the peace in his 
township. His wife died in February, 1893, when sixty-one years of age, and 
he is now in his sixty-fourth year. He has served in the capacity of deputy 
sheriff of Boone County, during the Civil War was in the Confederate service 
three years and was with Price on his raid through Missouri, serving the most 
of the time in the commissary department. In 1882 he and his family moved 
to Dardanelle, this State, and in 1888 to Heber. The father has always been 
a farmer, is a Mason socially, and politically is a stanch Democrat. He and 
his wife became the parents of eight children, seven of whom are living: J. 
R. B.; T. C .• who is also a resident of this place; John T., who died on his 
twenty-third birthday at Dardanelle; Elizabeth, wife of John H. Wilson. ex
treasurer of this county; Pernie D. L. is the wife of Jack Beaty. of Dardanelle; 
Frank is in the saw mill business at that place. Pam ley is the wife of Joseph 
Hastings. of Dardanelle; and William is a resident of Heber. The subject of 
this sketch received his education in the schools of Boone County and also 
by much persistent study at home, and at the age of seventeen years com
menced to do for himself. He engaged in the real estate business in Harri
son with George H. Cotton as his partner, but in 1883 came to Heber and 
formed a partnership with Robert R. Case, since which time he has resided 
here and has been identified with every enterprise. interest and development 
of the section. This firm established the Bulletin, and issued it weekly for 
one year. during which time they devoted it to the development of the part 
of Arkansas in which they live and particularly of Cleburne County, and 
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have done wonders in this respect.. After a time \V. L. Thompson became a 
me:nber of the firm and at a stIll later penod 1\Iessrs. Case and Thompson 
retIred from the firm, and left !VIr. 1\loore to continue the business alone. 
Since that time he has become the owner of 15,000 or IS,OOO acres of mineral, 
~imber and. agricultu~allands, ab?ut 3,000 acres of which are exceptionally rich 
1Il coal. SlIlce entenng thIS bus1l1ess, some eleven years ago, the population 
of the county has almost trebled itself, the result of the efforts of 1\Ir. 2\[oore 
and his judicious advertising. He has also been identified with the erection 
of different churches and schoolhouses, as a member of the different buildinO' 
committees, and has been mayor of Heber for nine consecuti\'e terms. He i~ 
one of ~the. proj,ec~ors and prime movers. in the building of the :lIemphis, 
Heber Spnngs & !\orthwest Arkansas RaIlroad, the route of which is now 
being surveyed, and is presid.ent of this co~pany. He has always spent his 
time, energy and money to aId any 1l1terpnse that would tend to the develop
ment of the county or State, and is exceptionally public spirited and helpful. 
He has been a student of law, is thoroughly posted in titles and law pertain
ing to lands, etc., and those who have entrusted him with their interests once 
never hesitate to do so again, for he labors for the interests of his clients and is 
honorable and upright in his dealings with them. He was a delegate from 
Arkansas to the \Vorld's Real Estate Congress and \\'as recently appointed 
by Gov. Fishback to act in the capacity of delegate to the Immigration Con
vention to be held in Augusta, Ga. Mr. Moore has experienced many ups 
and downs since coming to Heber, but is now wealthy. Socially he is a mem
ber of the A. F. & A. M., the 1. O. O. F., and politically is a Democrat. Jan
uary 13, ISS5, he was married to Miss Josie Chapman, of this county. by whom 
he has one son and two daughters. 

HON. MATTHIAS KENAGA. The occupations to which l\1r. Kenaga is devot
ing his attention are of the utmost importance to any community. and this is 
especially so in regard to the lumber business, which he is very extensively 
and successfully carrying on. He was born in Tuscarawas County, Ohio, in 
1842, but his parents, Abraham and Christina (Sese) Kenaga, were Pennsyl
vanians, and were taken to Ohio by their parents when young. The mother 
of the subject of this sketch died when he was an infant, and his father after
ward married Esther Kore, and in IS50 removed to \\'hitler County, Ind., 
where he was engaged in carpentering until his death, which occurred in IS6J. 
He was for many years a member of the A. F. & A. M., and as a public-spirited 
citizen was an active worker for the Democrat party. His father. Christopher 
Kenaga, was a Pennsylvanian by birth, and was one of the first settlers ot 
Tuscarawas County, Ohio, where he died before the subject of this sketch was 
born, a member of the German Reformed Lutheran Church, and a minister of 
considerable renown. He was a soldier in the \Var of ISI2, and lost a leg in 
the service. His wife, Catherine Barbarh, died in Ohio also, after having 
borne him nine children: John. Michael, Christopher, Jacob, Abraham, Cath
erine, Lydia, Martha and Esther. The great-grandfather, Christopher Kenaga, 
was also born in Pennsylvania, and there his entire life was spent in following 
the carpenter's trade. He was all through the Re\'olutionary \Var and on 
many a bloody battlefield fought for American independence. His peol~le 
were early German settlers of this country. The maternal grandfather, Chns
topher Lese, was also born in Pennsyh'ania, but was a very early settler of 
Tuscarawas County, where he died a well-to-do farmer. He a<)d his wife, who 
also died in that State, were worthy members of the United Brethren Church, 
and reared to maturity two sons and three daughters. The immediate subject 
of this sketch is the youngest of ten children: Margaret, wife of pavi~ ,Eberly, 
of \Vhitley County, Ind.; George, of Tuscarawas County, 01110; ElIzabeth, 
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widow of John Mace, of Ohio; John, of Washington County, Kan.; Christina, 
who died in Ohio, the wife of Joseph Hartline; Moses, who died in Whitley 
County, Ind.; Isaac, who died in Williams County, Ohio; Mary, wife of John 
Garber, of De Kalb County, Ind.; Jeremiah, who died in La Grange County, 
Ind., in 1893, and Matthias. There is also a half brother, Benjamin F., who 
lives at Grand Rapids, Mich. In th€ State of his birth the subject of this 
sketch received a common-school education. In Indiana, and while growing 
up he learned the carpenter's trade, which he followed for many years. In 
October, 1861, he joined Company E, Forty-seventh Indiana Volunteer 
Infantry, and after taking part in the engagements at New Madrid and Island 
No. 10, he was discharged for disability in the spring of 1862. However, in 
August, 1862, he joined Company F, One Hundredth Indiana Infantry, was in 
the siege of Vicksburg, Chattanooga, Knoxville, and was all through the Georgia 
campaign with Sherman, and fought at Macon and Bentonville, and was finally 
at the Grand Review in \Vashington, D. C. He was slightly wounded in the 
engagement at Mission Ridge, December 25, 1863. January 20, 1866, he was 
married in Whitley County, Ind., to Miss Malindah, daughter of Jeremiah and 
Susan Crider, who removed from Pennsylvania to Ohio, thence to vVhitley 
County, Ind., where I\'1rs. Crider died and where Mr. Crider still lives engaged 
in farming: Mrs. Kenaga was born in that county, and her union with Mr. 
Kenaga has resulted in the birth of five children: Rhoda Alice, wife of 'William 
Thornton; Willard Stanley, John M., Maud E. and Peter Pall!. In 1870 Mr. 
Kenaga came to \Vest Plains, where he followed carpentering until 1875, since 
which time he has been engaged in the lumber business principally, and is 
doing a thriving business. He is extensively engaged in manufacturing dressed 
and rough lumber and shingles, in fact deals in all kinds of building lumber. 
He is one of the pioneer lumber men of the county, and as Mountain View 
is a railroad point he has prospered and owns 1,840 acres of land and a 
pretty and comfortable home. That he is a self-made man cannot be denied, 
for he started in life for himself with no means, and the property of which he 
has become possessed has been acquired through his own efforts. While in 
\Vhitley County, Ind., he held the office of township assessor, and in 1886 was 
elected associate judge of the Howell County Court from the North District, in 
which capacity he served two years, and is now a justice of the peace. He is 
a member of Stonewall Lodge of the 1. O. O. F. of \Nest Plains, and belongs to 
James A. Dallas Post ~o. 383 of the G. A. R. at Mt. View, of which he 
was commander t\"1'0 terms. He is now quartermaster. He has always been a 
Republican politically, and his first presidential vote was cast for Lincoln in 
1864. He and his wife have long been members of the Methodist Church, and 
in the section in which they reside are very highly regarded by its citizens. 
Mr. Kenaga is a successful and far-seeing man of business, and in the accum u
lation of worldly goods has been successful. 

DAVID Iv!. JA~!ES. There are few features of business enterprise which con
tribute a larger quota to the convenience of the residential and transient Dub
Iic than the well-appointed livery stable, and a valuable acquisition to the town 
of West Plains, Mo., is the establishment of this kind owned and conducted 
by Da\"id 1\1. James.. This gentleman owes his nativity to Henry County, Ky., 
wh~re he was born III 1833, a. s~n.of Dr. Beverly W. and Matilda (Day) James, 
natives of the old State of VIrglllla and Kentucky, respectively. When a young 
man ~r. James removed to Kentucky and was there married to Mary Eubank, 
who dIed soon ~fter, ~nd aft.er this event he moved to Kentucky, where he 
~ventually ma~r~ed MISS Matl.lda Day. He was a man of more than ordinary 
Illtell,:ctual abI!lty and le~rnIng, and as. a physician was very successful and 
well liked. Pnor to the birth of the subject of this sketch he lived for a time 
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in Bloomington, Ind., where he taught school, but afterward returned to Ken
!ucky and live~ in several differ~nt counties. He at one time edited a paper 
III Ne.wcas~le, Ky., and then one ll1 Charlestown, Ind., and was for some years 
ass~)Crate Judge. of the Charlestown, (Ind.) Circuit Court. He was a strong 
~U1on. J!lan dunng .the war, but took no part in the struggle; was a Democrat 
III polIt~cs and so.clally was a m~mber of the A. F. & A. M. He died at Jef
fersonvIlle, Ind., ll1 1879, at the np~ ~ld age of eighty.-eight years, having long 
~een a worthy member of the ChnstIan Church. HIS father, Thomas James, 
IS supposed to have been of vVelsh extraction. He died in Virginia many 
years ago, a farmer. Nothing is kno\\n of the maternal grandfather, :'Ilorgan 
Day, further than ~hat he was ~ wealthy slave owner of Kentucky. The wife 
of J.?r. .James dIed 10 .JeffersonvIlle, Ind., in 1878, also a worthy member of the 
Chnstlan Church. She bore her husband twelve children: :Mary, widow of 
Isaac Goodwin, of Jeffersonville, Ind.; Martha, widow of Dr. Willis \Vallis 
Goodwin, of Jeffersonville; William deceased; Mariah, the deceased wife of 
Robert McGill; Hannah, wife of Daniell\L Austin, of Jeffersonville; l\Iatilda, 
who died young; David M.; Pleasant, a prominent banker of Los Angeles, 
Cal.; Lucetta and Melissa were twins and died young; Eliza J. is the wife of 
Dr. Chamberlain, of Jeffersonville. Another child, Presley, died before the 
subject of this sketch was born. The subject of this sketch was principally 
reared near the town of Jeffersonville, where he received a limited country
school education. He left home when quite young, joining a United States 
geological corps, and spent some time in Kentucky, where he was taken sick 
and sent home. After his recovery he clerked in a country store in Clark 
County, Ind., Lr about six months, for which he received $50, after which he 
followed the same occupation in New Albany and Jeffersonville in various 
establishments for some time. He then embarked in the confectionery busi
ness in Jeffersonville, but in 1857 went to Johnson County, Kan., and took up 
a claim, conducted a store and was deputy postmaster three years. He then 
removed to Nebraska and in 1860 crossed the plains with an ox team and took 
the first cattle train from Denver to Central City. After some months spent 
in the vVest, he returned to his parents, who Jived in Kentucky, and a year or 
two later went to Nevada and California, where he spent several years engaged 
in mining. At one time he and several others crossed a seventy-five-mile 
desert in southern Nevada and California without water, and for thirty-six 
hours were without food. Mr. James returned by stage to Kansas, where he 
continued his journey by rail to his home in Indiana. Later he went to Iowa, 
thence to Missouri and was married in Clay County of this State in 1868 to 
Mariah J., daughter of David and Marian Morris, who removed to that section 
from Mason County, Ky., in 1854, and spent the rest of their lives there, where 
they became well known and prominent. Mrs. James was born in Mason 
County, Ky., and has borne her husband five children: The eldest died in 
infancy, Charles (deceased), Edward. Pleasant, and David (deceased). Mr. 
James resided in and farmed in Clay County, Mo., until 1881, when he came 
to West Plains, where he has since successfully conducted a livery business, 
being now the oldest man engaged in that line of business in the place. He is 
well known and extremely popular, and his well kept establishment is liberally 
patronized. He is a member of the K. of P., Crotonia Lodge No. 137, at West 
Plains, and is a public-spirited, law-abiding and useful citizen. 

JOHN THOMAS POOL. This successful farmer and stock dealer of Howell 
County, Mo., owes his nativity to Humphreys County, Tenn., where he first saw 
the light in 1833. His parents, Joel and Sarah Ann (Thomas) Pool, were 
worthy people, and the father died in Humphreys County, Tenn., before the 
subject of this sketch was born. \-Vhen he was about one year old, he was 
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brought by his mother to Howell County, ?lIo., after her marriage with Mat
thew A. J\IcCammon, and in this section the rest of their lives were spent. 
They died some years after the close of the Civil \Var, worthy members of the 
Methodist Church. John Thomas Poolwas the youngest of four children born 
to his parents: James Henry (deceased) was a farmer of Dallas C9l~nty, Tex.; 
\Villiam died before the war, in Illinois; Martha Ellen became the wIfe of Levi 
~edges, and during the war got separated f:om the rest of the family and diC;d 
m southeast Missouri. The subject of thIS sketch was reared on a farm, 111 

Howell County, from his infancy. and all the schooling he ever received was 
one month and thirteen days, which was owing to the extreme newness of the 
country at the time his mother and stepfather located here, there being no 
schools to attend. "Vhen fifteen years old he began life for himself as a farm 
hand, but at the end of six months took up a claim in what is now Howell 
County, which he improved and cleared, and which he still owns. His sole 
possessions when he commenced for himself consisted of an ax and a gun, 
and he purchased with the money obtained for his six months' labor a plow. 
The game \'{hich fell under the aim of his trusty rifle he sold, and was then 
enabled in time to purchase a yoke of steers; he then set vigorously to work 
on his farm, and his efforts were slowly but surely crowned with success. He 
was first married in 1857 to Tryphene Brimhall, a daughter of Joseph and 
Rhoda Brimhall, who renlOn:d from Massachusetts to Shelby County, Ill., in 
an early day, where they were married, after which they came to Howell 
County, Mo., and died in this State. Mrs. Pool was born in Illinois and died in 
1873, and on August 26, 1875, Mr. Pool wedded Nancy E., daughter of Rev. 
Thomas "Vright Carpenter. She was born in Scott County, and has borne her 
husband the following children: John Thomas (deceased), \\'illiam H. 
(deceased), James Edv.;ard, Nora ?lTay, Nellie E., ~orvin C. (deceased), 
Bertha O. and Bertie O. were twins (the last mentioned is dead), Mary E., 
Lola E. and Bennie Pearl. Since his marriage Mr. Pool has made a home in 
Howell County, and is one of its most progressive and successful farmers. 
He has resided on his present faml of 357 acres, located two miles east of 
\Vest Plains, which is one of the most fertile and well improved farms of the 
county, and in addition to this he has sufficient land to amount to 1,140 acres 
in all; all of which has been acquired through his own efforts. He is very 
extensively engaged in feeding and shipping li\'e stock, and has found this to 
be a profitable employment. He is perhaps the oldest settler of the county, 
and during these many years he has seen the country grow from a wild and 
almost totally uninhabited region to a thickly peopled district, with thriving 
towns, villages and farms, and has done his share in bringing about this 
transformation. He is a member of xlt. Zion Lodge No. 327 of the A. F. & 
A. M. of 'Jv'est Plains, in which order he is an influential member and an active 
worker. He has been very successful in his business operations, notwith
standing the disadvantages of a meager education, has grasped at every 
opportunity that has presented itself for bettering his financial condition, and 
during the early years of his life labored early and late to accumulate a com
petency. During the hunting season he would frequently make $16 a day with 
his gun and $,300 during the season, and hunted rather for the profit than for 
the sport. \\<hen he was married he could neither read nor write, buthiswife 
was a woman of considerable education and intelligence, and by her instruc
tions he became a fai"r scholar. 

T. J. FERGUSOS. Prominent among the early pioneer families of Howell 
County, Mo., stands the name of Ferguson. T. J. Ferguson, a pmminent 
farmer of .the same, resides four and a half miles west of \Villow Springs. He 
was born III Greene County. Tenn., August 12, 1849, to the union of \Nilliam 
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~nd Eliz~beth ~Hogan) ~-ergu~o.n (see sketch of J. A. Ferguson). Our sub
Ject receIved his scholastIc traInIng In the schools of Tennessee and those of 
Howell County, Mo. However, the war put a stop to his schooling, but not 
until he had obtained a fair ~ducation. When twenty-one years of age he 
can:e to Howell County ~nd h~'ed on the ?ld horne farm at Willow Springs 
untIl 1875, when he marrIed MIss M. Hams, daughter of James and Parmelia 
J. (Davis) Harris, natives of Tennessee. Mr. and Mrs. Harris came to Howell 
County at an early day, and the father died here in 1885. Mrs. Harris is still 
living and makes her hOll!e south of Willow Springs. They were among the 
early settlers of that sectIon, and he was a soldier in the Civil War. Mr. Har
ris was born in Tennessee, and moved thence to Terre Haute, Ind., and thence 
to this county, when a single man. The Davis family settled early in this 
section of Missouri. Mrs. Ferguson was one of a family of twelve children, 
as follows: J. M., M. A., W. L., S. E., Jane,]. A., M. M., M. J., A. R., S. S., 
and R. J. Mrs. Ferguson was born in Shannon County, Mo., February 7, 1861. 
After marriage our subject and wife located on a homestead two miles west of 
Willow Springs, improved it in every way, and there resided for eighteen 
years. In 1892 they sold )(Jut and bought their present farm, 320 acres of as 
good land as is to be found in the county, with 75 acres under cultivation. 
Their house is modern and tasty, and the outbuildings are all in first-class 
condition. In politics Mr. Ferguson is a Republican, and as a citizen and 
neighbor no one is better liked. He is a self-made man, and by his own exer
tions has accumulated a fair share of this world's goods. He and Mrs. Fer
guson are members of the Methodist Episcopal Church and are influential and 
prominent citizens of the county. Seven children have been born to them: 
Sanford S. died when sixteen years of age; Arthur E., at horne; Alfred C. died 
when two years old; Oscar J., at home; Ernest c.; Alton T. died when two 
months old, and Olis B. No man in the county has a better farm than Mr. 
Ferguson, and no one has done more hard work than he. Industrious, pro
gressive and persevering, he well merits his success. 

WILLARD SITTON. Although Oregon County, Mo., is well known for the 
energy, enterprise and push of its farmers, \Villard Sitton stands at the van 
in this industry, and has shown much wisdom and good judgment in the conduct 
of agricultural affairs, and, through his own endeavors, has won an enviable 
reputation. He is a prominent resident of Johnson Township, this county, and 
is deservedly ranked among its successful farmers and stockmen. Mr. Sitton 
was born in \Vashington County, Mo., October 14, 1856, and received a fair 
education in the common schools of the same. His youthful days were spent 
in assisting his father on the horne place and in the mines, and he remained 
with him until twenty-three years of age, after which he worked at the black
smith's trade in The Dalles, State of Oregon, and Ventner. Idaho. He was also 
in Glendale, Mont., two years, engaged in the blacksmith's trade, but he came 
East and located in Oregon County, where he embarked in merchandisi.ng, 
with his brother, Capt. J. J. Sitton. Three years later he commenced farmmg 
here, on the river, where he now owns 360 acres of land, 160 acres on the river. 
He also owns a farm on Frederick Creek, and is one of the most enterprising, 
industrious citizens of the section. In the year 1892 he led to the altar :\Iiss 
Mittie George, daughter of David George. She is a lady of education and a 
worthy member of the Missionary Baptist Church. Mr. Sitton is a Mason and 
a Democrat. He is a young man yet, in the vigor of his manhood, and, much 
as he has already achieved, his history, if he lives, lies largely in the future. 

M. L. COPELAND. The subject of this sketch is one who has built, by 
years of industry and good management, a busin.ess that is recognized as being 
one of the best of its kind in this section, a credIt to Reynolds County. Mr. 
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Copeland is a man who possesses the inherent qualities r~quisite to c?mmer
cial success, in a very high degree, and in his ch,?sen calhn~ has attamed an 
enviable position among his compeers. He IS a promment merchant at 
Barnesville, and was born in Reynolds County, Mo., December 24, 1855, to the 
marriage of William and Elizabeth (Ellington) Copeland. The elder Copeland 
was born in North Carolina as was his father, Landon Copeland, who came to 
Reynolds County at an early day, settling on Logan Creek, where he foll?wed 
farming. He came to this county by wagon and was one of the promment 
men in the county in his day. He reared a family of eight children: James, 
William, Lott, and others not remembered. William Copeland came to this 
county when a small boy, grew to mature years, and became one of the suc
cessful and enterprising farmers and merchants of the same. ~ar1y in life he 
began merchandising at Barnesville at a time when he was oblIged to have his 
goods hauled by ox teams from St. Louis. Until 1876 he carried on this 
business, when his death occurred. He was living at Ironton during the war 
and lost all his possessions during that time. When he returned to Barnesville 
all he had left was the land of that place. He was one of the best known men 
in southeast Missouri, was a Republican and a Union man during the war. 
For many years he was a member ofthe Methodist Episcopal Church, and was 
an officer in the same. He also was a Mason and prominent in the order. 
He was self-made and self-educated and became a public-spirited and most 
worthy citizen. Mr. Copeland was married in this county to Miss Elizabeth 
Ellington, daughter of James Ellington, who resided in this county up to 1849, 
when he moved overland to California, and was killed by an Indian for his 
money. Mrs. Copeland, subject's mother, was born in this county and died in 
Ironton during the war. She was a member of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. Four children were born to her marriage: Mary J., who is the wife of 
Gilbert Dickson, of the State of \~ashington; Catherine, wife of James Moore, 
is living in Logan Creek; M. L., subject, and Dr. W. A. After the death of 
the mother of these children, Mr. Copeland selected his second wife in the 
person of Miss Margaret E. Tubb, who bore him six children: James, who 
died when twenty-six years of age, was a graduate of the St. Louis Medical 
College (he had studied under Dr. Copeland, was a bright young man) ; John A., 
a famler; Samuel, who is still living on Dor Run; Sarah, wife of Mr. Chidwiler, 
of the State of Washington; Julia, wife of William H. Reed; and Harry, who 
died when one year old. The Copeland family is one of the most prominent 
in Reynolds County, and all its members were wealthy and influential. Our 
subject was reared on the old home place, and when but a boy was left father
less. He received only limited educational advantages, but after reaching 
mature years branched out for himself as a merchant. In his life we have a 
character representing integrity, industry and unconquerable will that over
comes all obstructions. He is now doing a flourishing business of about 
$30 ,000 per year, and is the present postmaster of Logan Creek. A stanch 
RepUblican in his political views, he was elected to the office of district judge 
in 1886, and discharged the duties of the same in a very able manner. In 
Carter County he was married to Miss Margaret A. Rose, daughter of Allen 
D. and Martha J. (Watterfield) Rose, and a native of Iowa. Her father died 
but her mother is living at Van Buren. To Judge and Mrs. Copeland hav~ 
been born four children: Carrie, Della, Wilbur A., and Emil, who died when 
two years of age. Mr. and Mrs. Copeland attend the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, ~ut the latter is a Baptist in belief. Their fine home, which bears 
every eVidence of the taste and culture of its inmates, is the center and meet
ing place for the best class of people in Barnesville. They have a large tract 
of land at the latter place. 
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O. H. P. CATRON. Few men in the county are better known or more 
popular than O. H. P. Catro~, who is one of the proprietors of the Daily and 
Wee~ly Gazette of West Plams, Mo. This is the only daily published in this 
se~tlOn, and although the wee~ly has been known here for many years, the 
dally has only known an eXIstence of six years. The Ga:::ette is one of the 
brightest, newsiest sheets published in southwest Missouri, and commands an 
ever widening circulation. Mr. Catron came to \Vest Plains in March 1882. 
He was born in Lafayette County, Mo., December 27, 1842, and is a ~on of 
Stephen and Elizabeth B. (Smith) Catron. The grandfather, Christopher 
Catron, was a native of Virginia, but at an earlv date moved to Tennessee 
where his father was born, and thence to Missouri in 1818. There he followed 
farming until his death. His parents came from Germany. The father of our 
subject was about eight years of age when he came with his parents to 
Missouri, and in Lafayette County he passed his entire life. Like his father, 
he was an agriculturist. He served in the Indian wars in Missouri, and was 
also in the Mormon trouble in that State. In politics he was an advocate of 
Democratic principles. Of the ten children born to his marriage, seven are 
now living: W.]. Catron, a banker, lives at Neosho, Newton Countv, Mo.; C. 
C. lives at Carthage, Jasper County, Mo., and is engaged in the boot and shoe 
business; R. S. lives at Butler, Bates County, Mo.; Lucy A. Catron Fletcher, 
wife of G. B. Fletcher, lives on a farm near Alma, Lafayette County, Mo.; 
Thomas A. is county collector of Lafayette County, Mo., and lives in Lexing
ton, Mo.; Mollie Catron Brown, wife of Will Q. Brown, a prosperous 
merchant, lives in Richmond, Ray County, Mo. W. j., C. C. and R. S. served 
all during the war in the Confederate service, Thomas A. being too young. 
O. H. P. Catron attended the schools of his county and assisted on the home 
place until about eighteen years of age, when he enlisted in the Confederate 
Army. He served in Shelby's brigade and ranked as lieutenant during the 
latter part of the war. Some of the engagements in \\'hich he participated 
were Carthage, Wilson's Creek, Lexington, Newtonia, Mark's Mill, West Port, 
Prairie De Ann, Jenkins' Ferry, Bayou Meto, Devall's Bluff, Prairie Grove, 
Little Rock, Helena, and he was in Gen. Price's raid. He served for four 
years and was wounded at Springfield, during Marmaduke's raid. After the 
war he located in his native county and followed farming up to 1879, when 
he engaged in merchandising at Alma, Mo. This he carried on until 1882, 
when he came to 'Nest Plains and embarked in the real estate business and 
established the West Plains Bank. He was a director in the same up to r893, 
when he sold out. From there he went to Oklahoma Territory and opened a 
bank at Mannon, but subsequently sold out. He then returned to this county 
and is now practically retired from the active duties of life. In politics he is 
a Democrat and a strong man for his party. He was the first mayor of \Vest 
Plains, and the town has never known a more efficient and capable officer than 
Mr. Catron. He has been vice-president of the Ex-Confederate Association of 
Missouri, and vice-president of the Confederate Home located at Higginsvilie, 
Mo. For the past three years he has given liberally, both in money and time, 
to secure funds to build and maintain the Home. He has been a delegate to 
the State convention and is a prominent man in this section. Fraternally he 
is a K. T. in the Masonic order, and is past master, past high priest and past 
eminent commander. He is a representative and member in the Grand Lodge, 
Grand Chapter and Grand Commandery of Missouri. Mr. ~atr<:n sel~cted.l\1iss 
Martha E. Goodwin, of La Fayette County, Mo., as hiS Wife. She IS the 
daughter of James Goodwin, who is still living at the ad\'anceci age of ninety 
years. Mr. Catron has one son, Lee M., who o\'ersees a~d mana!5'es the G,z:::t!ttc, 
and who at one time was assistant cashier of the \Vest Plams Bank. Mr. 
Catron has a fine residence in the city, and is a man well respected by all. 



530 A REMINISCENT HISTORY 

J. J. KEETER. He whose name heads this sketch is one of the practical 
and successful farmers of Marion County, Ark., and has made his way to the 
front ranks among the energetic farmers of the county, owing to the attention 
he has always paid to each minor detail, and his desire to keep out of old ruts. 
He is a native of the Old North State, his birth occurring January 5, 1834, a 
son of James and Elizabeth (Justice) Keeter, who were born and spent their 
lives in North Carolina, of which State the paternal grandfather, John Keeter, 
was also a native as was the maternal grandfather, James Justice. To James 
and Elizabeth Keeter twelve children were given: John M., who has been a 
resident of Marion County since 1872, is a farmer and a man of family; Sarah 
L., wife of J. W. Adams; Susan (deceased), was the wife of John Smith;]. J.; 
Emeline became the wife of Henry Many, and is deceased; Anna E. is the 
widow of John Many; George F. died during the war; Henry C. is resitling in 
this county; Nancy is the deceased wife of N. Many, and Alvin c., who died 
during the war. Several children died in infancy. The parents of these 
children were members of the Missionary Baptist Church, and the father was 
a Whig in politics. The early life of ]. J. Keeter was passed in his native 
State. At the age of twenty-three he united his fortunes with those of Miss 
Mary E. Moore and in 1858 emigrated to Marion County, Ark., the journey to 
this section being made by wagon and occupying six or seven weeks. They 
located about three miles from Yellville, and after making their home there for 
about eighteen years, they purchased and settled on the farm on which they 
are now living, about four miles from Yellville. The estate comprises 200 
acres. and to every nook and cranny of it careful attention is given. and it 
presents a thrifty and neat appearance which speaks well for the good judgment 
of the owner. Considerable attention has always been given to the raising of 
stock. which Mr Keeter has always found to be a profitable source of revenue. 
He has always manifested much interest in the political affairs of his section, 
is a Democrat of pronouced type, and by his many friends he was elected to 
fill the office of county sheriff, in 1878, an office he filled in a highly satisfactory 
manner for ten years. during which time the noted Page and Hudspeth were 
under his care. He is without doubt one of the best known men in the county 
and he numbers his friends by the score. He has on various occasions been a 
delegate to State conventions at Little Rock. and he has at all times acquitted 
himself with credit and to the satisfaction to all concerned. His first wife. who 
died May 23,1863, bore him three children: James M., Alfred A. and Nancy E. 
His present wife was Miss M. A. Roberts, a native of Alabama and daughter 
of Mark Roberts, of this county. They have eight children: Mary E., wife 
of J. H. Keeter; Thomas R.. A. c., Ella, Virgie, John F. and two deceased. 
Mr. and Mrs. Keeter are members of the Christian Church. Mr. Keeter was 
a soldier of the Civil War, for some time being with Shelby and Jackman and 
took part in a number of important engagements, serving from 1862 to 1865. 

DR. H. C. SHUTTEE. One of the old and honored men in medicine by 
citizens of Howell County, Mo., was Dr. C. H. E. Shuttee, deceased, who was 
the father of the gentleman whose name heads this sketch. The elder Shuttee 
was a native of Hamburg, Germany, and was educated in that country. When 
a young man he came to the United States and took up his horne in the State 
of Indiana,. at Huntington. Later he became a soldier in the Union Army, 
served dunng the latter part of the war, and took part in some hard fought 
battles. Soon after the war he came to this county and located in West 
Plains, where he practiced his profession up to about 1884. He then went to 
Cc:ntral America and took charge of a banana plantation at Bloomfield, 
~Ica:agua .. There his death occurred in 1887. He was a prominent physician 
III thIS sectIOn of the country and was a member of the District Medical Asso-
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c~atio1}. He was appointed by Presi~~nt Grant as examining surgeon of pen
SIOns In thIs county and held the posItIOn up to the first election of Cleveland. 
The Doctor was wel! known in south Missouri and as a physician ranked 
among the best. He held the office of district United States commissioner 
at one time. The Doctor was a Master Mason, a member of the com
mandery and the Knights Templar and was a prominent man in the order. 
Dr. Shuttee was married in the Hoosier State to Miss Barbara GoodmilJer, a 
~ative o~ Germany and the daughter. of Andrew Goodmil!er, who is stil!living 
In H untmgton County, and who IS nmety-four years old. Mrs. Shuttee is still 
living in \Nest Plains. Of the seven children born to her marriage six are 
living: Jennie S., the wife of H. T. Smith, M. D., of El Reno, Okla. Ter. 
(Dr. Smith grad uated in medicine, but is engaged in the banking business); 
H. C., subject; Emma, wife of Dr. Chandler, of West Plains; Otto A., cashier 
of the bank at El Reno, Okla.; Mary, single; Josie E., wife of W. K. Davis, of 
West Plains, and one child died in infancy. Dr. Shuttee was one of the early 
pioneers in this section and can be said to have been one of the pioneer 
physicians. His death was regretted by a large circle of friends. H. C. 
Shuttee, M. D., the second child of the old pioneer physician of the county, 
was born in Huntington County, Ind., March 24, 1858, and he passed his boy
hood days in that county and attended the schools of the same. Later he 
entered the schools of Mines, Rolla, Mo., and in 1877 began the study of medi
cine with Dr. Smith. From there he entered the Missouri Medical College of 
St. Louis and graduated in the class of 1881 with high honors, standing second 
in a class of 119. After this he at once began practicing in West Plains, and 
has gained an excellent reputation as a physician and surgeon. He gives 
special attention to the eye, ear, nose and throat and to surgery and is one of 
the leading physicians in the country. Dr. Shuttee is a member of the County 
Medical Association, the District Medical Association, the Missouri State 
Medical Association and the National Association of Railroad Surgeons. At 
one time he was president of the District Medical Association. The Doctor 
is a man of learning and a thorough student of his profession. He is surgeon 
for the Gulf Railroad. In 1887 he took a post-graduate course in New York 
City and at the Polyclinic in Chicago in 1893. He has a large practice 
and is a leader in his profession. Dr. Shuttee is a Master Mason, a 
member of the Presbyterian Church, and in politics a Democrat. He is 
secretary of the Board of Pension Examiners and is a prominent man in the 
affairs of the city. The Doctor was married in the Empire State to Miss 
Nannie L. Burgess, daughter of N. S. Burgess, who formerly lived in West 
Plains. Mrs. Shuttee died in 1886 and two years later the Doctor married 
Carrie M. Burgess, a sister of his first wife. Three handsome children are 
the result: Albert B., Nannie L. and Harry C. Dr. Shuttee has a handsome 
residence on South Main Street and has a pleasant office over the Howell 
County Bank. 

WILLIAM T. DAVENPORT. Among the worthy residents of Searcy County, 
Ark., it is just to say that Mr. Davenport occupies a conspicuous and honor
able place, for he has always been honest, industrious and enterprising, and as 
a result has met with more than ordinary success. He is a man well known 
in agricultural circles, and is recognized as a careful, energetic fa~mer, who by 
his advanced ideas and progressive methods has done much to Improve the 
farming interests of his section. He was born in Alabama, October 13, 1822, 
a son of George W. and Mary (Weemes) Dave'!-port, the .f0rm~r 0.£ whom was 
born in Lawrence District, S. c., and the latter m GreenvIlle Dlstnct, S. C. At 
an early day they moved from the Palmetto State to Alabama, and .set.tled in 
the vicinity of Birmingham, where Mr. Davenport was called from hfe m 1864, 

so 
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but his widow passed from life in 1872. The paternal grandfather was born in 
England, and after coming to this country settled in Virginia, and took part 
in the Revolutionary War. He died in South Carolina. The maternal grand
father, William \iIj'eemes, was a South Carolinian, settled in Alabama in 1815, 
and made his home in Birmingham until his death, which occurred in 1822. 
To George W. and Mary Davenport six sons and six daughters were given, 
vVilliam T. being the eldest of the family. He received his education in the 
schools of Alabama, and in 1842 started out to make his own way in the 
world, locating in Noxubee County, Miss., where he made his home one year. 
He then took up his abode in Chickasaw County, Miss., and in 1860 became a 
resident of Marion County, his home being six miles from Yellville for about 
twenty years, and in 1883 he came to the farm where he now lives, his estate 
comprising 160 acres of fine farming land about fifteen miles from Yellville. 
He was married in Alabama in 1849 to Miss Mary C. Cauthorn, a daughter of 
Tilman G. and Elizabeth Cauthorn, who were natives, respectively, of Vir
ginia and Kentucky. Mrs. Davenport was born in the last mentioned State 
April 29, 1829, and she and husband have become the parents of the follow
ing children: George P., who is married and living in Marion County on a 
farm; Frank L., who is married and resides on a farm in Searcy County; John 
H., who is a farmer of Marion County and a man of family; Thomas N. is a 
man of family and a farmer of Texas; Lawrence H., who is married and a 
farmer of Marion County; Louise J., wife of John McLean, of Stone County, 
Ark.; Julia and Robert L. Two children died in infancy. Mr. and Mrs. 
Davenport are connected with the Christian Church, in which he is an elder, 
and he is a member of Yellville Lodge of the A. F. & A. 1'v1. Soon after corn
ing to Arkansas Mr. Davenport enlisted in Company A, Fourteenth Arkansas 
Infantry, with which he served from the commencement until the close of the 
conflict, participating in the battles of Pea Ridge, Pmirie Grove, in the engage
ments of Gen. Price's raid, and Corinth and Iuka. He was wounded in the 
Price raid, also in Mississippi, both gunshot wounds, and at the close of the 
war he held the rank of orderly sergeant, although he could have held a much 
higher position had he so desired. He was a faithful and efficient soldier, and 
saw some hard service while in the war. He is a thrifty farmer, a wide-awake 
man of affairs, and one of the substantial citizens of the county. 

HaN. J. S. OWENS. Among the most esteemed and respected citizens of 
Marion County, Ark., there is not one who is a more pleasant, or agreeable 
member of society, a more thorough or sagacious man of business, or a more 
public-spirited and capable official than J. S. Owens, who is the present repre
sentative of Marion County, Ark., in the State Legislature. He was born in 
Alabama, February 19, 1851, a son of Thomas and Margaret (De Priest) Owens, 
who were natives of the Old North State. The Owens family came to this 
country from Ireland in an early day, the first member of the family here 
being the paternal great-grandfather, who was a participant in the Revolu
tionary \Var and afterward took up his home in North Carolina. The grand
father, Raymond Owens, became a resident of Carroll County, Ala., a wealthy 
planter, and is supposed to have been a soldier of the War of 1812. Thomas 
Owens was a young man when his father moved to Alabama. He married 
there and from that State enlisted in the Confederate service during the latter 
part of the war. In 1872 he moved to Marion County, Ark., and settled in 
Flippin Barrens, where he made his home until his death in 1887. He was a 
Whig before the war. His wife, who \vas a daughter of John De Priest, was of 
French descent and died when the subject of this sketch was a child. Their 
family ~onsiste? of seven children: John; who d~ed during the war; Nancy 
J., who IS the WIfe of J. M. Barnett, of IndIan Terntory; Joseph, a resident of 
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Oklahoma; J. S.; Margaret, who is the wife of T. P. Flippin; William who is 
living in Flippin Barrens, and Sally, the wife of Jesse Lovelady. Th~ school 
days of J. S. Owens were spent in Alabama, where he obtained a good prac
tical education, sufficient to fit him for the practical duties of life. He' came 
to Marion County, Ark., with his father, and when twenty-two years of age 
started to do for himself as a tiller of the soil on Flippin Barrens, and two 
ye~rs .later was ~nited in marriag.e \~ith Mary Flippin, a daug~ter of Perry 
Fhppm and a mece of Judge Fhppm. Mrs. Owens was born m this county 
in 1853, and after bearing her husband one son-Elmer O.-died in 1878. For 
his second wife Mr. Owens wedded Miss Caroline Duren, daughter of Carroll 
Duren, of this county. She was born in Fulton Gounty, Ark., in 1860, but her 
parents were from Tennessee and became residents of Marion County, Ark., 
in 1868, locating on the farm on which Judge Owens is now living, where the 
father died in 1879. He was married to Margaret Baker, who still survives 
him and resides in this county. To them the following children were born: 
L. M., Louisa (McCarty), Margaret (Woods), Ann (Bryant), Linnie 
(Watts), James (who is dead) and Caroline (Owens). Mr. and Mrs. Owens 
have six children: Darthula, Grover T. Arkie L., Frank D., Tennie L. and 
an infant. Mr. Owens was elected to the office of justice of the peace in 1882, 
a position he held for six years in White River Township, and in 1888 was 
elected to the office of county judge, holding that office four years, being 
reelected in 1890. In 1892 he was chosen as a suitable person to represent 
Marion County in the State Legislature, and as he discharged his duties with 
marked ability and to the general satisfaction of all concerned and is a candi
date for reelection, he will undoubtedly again be a member of the Legislative 
body. He has always been a Democrat, has taken an active part in the affairs 
of the county, and the cause of education has always found in him a liberal 
patron and supporter. He and his family are attendants of the Christian 
Church and are living about six miles from Yellville, on Cowan Barrens. He 
is a member of Union Lodge of the A. F. & A. M. 

JOHN H. MARTIN. Douglas County, Mo., is well known for its successful, 
thrifty and enterprising farmers, and for its well-tilled and fertile farms, and 
among those successfully engaged in agricultural pursuits is John H. Martin, 
who was born in Blount County, Tenn., July 27, 1842, a son of Adrian and 
Sallie (Kerr) Martin, natives of Tennessee, and grandson of John Martin, a 
native of Massachusetts, who was a soldier in the Revolutionary "Var and who 
removed to Tennessee at an early day. The maternal grandfather, David 
Kerr, was a Tennesseean and was a son of one of the early pioneers of that 
State. Adrian Martin was a successful tiller of the soil and died in Tennessee 
in 1873, in which State his widow is still living. Their children are: John H.; 
Elizabeth A., wife of John N. Hutton, of Tennessee; Mary c., wife of Simeon 
Griffith, of Tennessee; Sarah E., who died young; Jesse L. is in the livery bus
iness in A va, Mo.; David C. is a man of family, and resides in Tennessee, and 
James M., who is living in Ava, is also in the livery business. The mother is 
a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church as was also the father. The 
subject of this sketch passed his school days in Blount County, and at the ~ge 
of eighteen years enlisted in Company H., Second Te~ness~e Cavalry, which 
formed a part of the Army of the Cumberland, Umted States Army, and 
served from the 7th of November, 1861, up to the 27th of June, 1865, the first 
year being in the Home Guards. He was at Mill Springs, Big Hill, Pine 
Knot, Perryville, Stone River, Fra.nklin, Bell .F?untain, Ch}ckamauga, Jasper, 
Kingston, and others. At Franklll1 he was lI1Jured by ~IS horse ~allll1g on 
him, very soon after which he took the measles and was SIck for qUIte ~ long 
time. Upon recovering he was transferred to a veteran transport regiment 
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and was steward on the "Jennie Hopkins" on the Mississippi River till the 
close of the war, and assisted in taking back to the North the discharged 
Union soldiers. He still suffers from the injury he received in the service, 
but soon recovered from the bullet wound he received in the leg. In 1867 he 
was married, and in 1871 removed with his family to Cedar County, Mo., 
a year later to Dade County, in 1879 to Wright County, in 1880 to Douglas 
County, and in 1887 settled on his farm in the vicinity of Ava ... In 1886 be 
was elected circuit clerk and recorder of Douglas County (a posItton he held 
four years) by the Republicans of that section, the principles of which party 
he has always supported. He has a well improved farm of 120 acres near 
Ava, and another containing 240 acres seven miles northeast of town. He 
has given considerable attention to the raising of stock, also cures a large 
amount of hay on his land each year, and has a very large and fine orchard. 
He is a member of the G. A. R., the A. F. & A. M., and he and his wife are 
members of the Methodist Episcopal Church. He is one of the stewards, is 
active in Sunday-school work, and for seven years has been president of the 
Douglas County Sunday-school Association. His wife, whose maiden name 
was Sarah C. Best, is a daughter of Jacob Best, of Tennessee. To Mr. and 
Mrs. Martin the following children have been given: Homer 0., Bissie I. 
(wife of Joseph Elmire), Inez M., John H. and Sarah C. Three children died 
in early infancy. 

1\'lAJ. JAMES A. MELTON. The intelligence and ability shown by Maj. 
Melton as a progressive tiller of the soil, and the interest he has taken in the 
advancement of measures for the good of Stone County, Mo., caused him long 
since to be classed as one of the leading citizens of his section. All that he has 
achieved or gained has come as the result of his own efforts, and he deserves 
much credit for the determined way in which he faced and overcame many 
difficulties. In tracing his genealogy, we find that his ancestors came originally 
from England, settled in North Carolina, and the grandfather, Ansel Mel
ton, who was a native of that State, was a soldier in the Revolutionary War. 
The latter moved his family to Cannon County, Tenn., and settled near Sugar 
Tree Knob in 1810, being one of the very first settlers of that State. He lived 
to be nearly one hundred years old, and died on the farm where he had first 
settled. His wife, too, reached an extraordinary age, dying when one hundred 
and four years of age. The Melton family for the most part held member
ship in the Christian Church. The father of our subject, Austin Melton, was 
born in the Old North State, and was but five years of age when he moved 
with his parents to Cannon County, Tenn. There he grew to manhood and 
remained until 1832, when he married Miss Alcey Haley, a native of Shelby 
County, Tenn., born about 1807, and the daughter of early pioneers of that 
State. This family was well known in Tennessee and the father of Mrs. Melton 
died th·ere. The mother, however, came to Polk County, Mo., and there passed 
the closing scenes of her life. After his marriage, Austin Melton moved to 
Polk County, Mo., settled on a farm, and there resided until 1840, when he 
moved to Stone County. He located on land a mile south of Galena, where 
Frank Seaman n'ow lives, took the farm from the'Government, and became the 
owner of an immense tract. There he resided up to 1857, when he moved to 
Laclede County, Mo., and settled nine miles southeast of Lebanon. While a 
resident of Stone County he held the responsible position of county treasurer 
for eight years, thus showing his popularity, and he held other positions of 
note. In politics he was always a Democrat, and an active man in public affairs. 
His death, which occurred on his farm in Laclede County March 18, 1893, 
was the occasion of universal sorrow, for all felt the loss they sustained by the 
departure of such a man. Mrs. Melton died in 1857. They were the parents 
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of the following children: Elizabeth, deceased; John E., deceased; Catherine, 
residing in Laclede County; Elisha J., residing in Marionville, Mo.; Emaline, 
of Springfield; George .w.., dec~ased; James A., subject; Martha, deceased; 
Jo,:l D., ?f Galen<l;; WillIam, died young: and Thomas I:I., also died young. 
This famIly expenenced many of the trIals and hardshIps of pioneer life. 
Their parents made the trip from Tennessee to Missouri in an ox cart of two 
wheels and were several weeks on the journey. After the death of the mother 
of the above children Mr. Melton married a Miss Dennis, who bore him one 
daughter, Nancy, who is married and resides on the home place in Laclede 
County, Mo. The original of this notice was born in Polk County, Mo., May 
15, 1838, and was seventh in order of birth of the above mentioned children. 
He attended the schools of his day, but for the most part he has been his own 
teacher, and is a well posted man. Being a natural mechanic he became a 
blacksmith and wheel-wright, and followed the for.mer occupation for twenty
five years. \Vhen the war broke out, or in August, 1861, he enlisted in Com
pany I, Second Kansas Cavalry, which was afterward attached to the Sixth 
Missouri Cavalry, and he served until December 8, when he was promoted 
to the rank of first lieutenant of Company B, Woods' Battalion, serving 
in the same until August 7, 1863. He then resigned and came home, but 
subsequently reenlisted in the Second Arkansas Cavalry under Col. John 
E. Phelps, and was major of the Second Battalion, Second Arkansas 
Cavalry, serving in that capacity until the 28th of February, 1865, when 
he came home. He participated in the following battles: Wilson's Creek, 
Vicksburg, the Cross Roads, Trenton, Jackson, Champion Hill, Bridge
port Crossing, Big Black Crossing, etc. At Vicksburg Maj. Melton's 
regiment was ordered to take part in the Red River expedition to northern 
Louisiana. He resigned after the battle of Vicksburg and came home. ~ubse
quently entering the Second Arkansas Cavalry, and during Price's raid was 
detailed to hold the post at Cassville. He was wounded in the left arm in 
February, 1864, but was disabled only a short time. He was an efficient and 
worthy officer, and no bra\'er one ever wore shoulder straps. After the war 
the Major came to Galena and practiced medicine for about two years. He 
then opened a store, followed merchandising for a year and a half, and moved 
to a farm about ten miles north of Galena, where in connection with farming 
he worked at the blacksmith's and woodworker's trades until 186g. At that date 
he moved to Cassville and the next spring went to Butler County, Kan., where 
he remained until 1874. Returning to Stone County he bought a farm of 
about 200 acres on Flat Creek, an old settled place, and now has one 
of the best improved tracts of land in the county. He has a good modern 
house, and his outbuildings are substantial and commodious. He is engaged 
in farming and stockraising and has made a complete success of both. ~e was 
first married in 1865 to Mrs. Lydia A. McCasky, daughter· of Charles \\aters, 
who was from Virginia. Two children were born to them: Charles, who died 
young, and Florence, a teacher in Galena. Mrs. Melton died February 14, 
1870, and three years later the Major married the widow of Gilbert Barnett 
and daughter of Calvin Carney, of Barry County, Mo., one of the old pioneers 
of the same. The second Mrs. Melton was a native of Illinois, born near 
Albin, Edwards County, December 14, 1841. She was one of ten children, 
her mother being Clarissa (Bassett) Carney. Our subject and his present wife 
have n::ared three children: Ida 1\1.. John C. and James F. The family attend 
the Christian Church of which Mrs. Melton is a member. l\1aj. :\Ielton is a 
strong advocate of Republican principles, and in 1865 was appointed clerk of 
Stone County. In 1893 he was elected to the office of presiding judge of the 
county. Of u'lquestioned ability, a ready debater, a fluent speaker, he stands 
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to-day among our foremost men. He has e\'er been a leader in pU.blic af!a.irs, 
and is well and favorably known to everyone in the county. vVhtle resldlllg 
in Kansas he held a number of prominent positions, and after he came here, 
in 1890, he held the office of census enumerator of Flat Creek and Ruth Town
ships. Maj. Melton joined the .Masonic order at August, Kan., in 1872, and 
is now a member of Galena Lodge "'0. 515, being a charter member. He was 
a member of the Union League soon after the war and is now a member of the 
G. A. R. \Vhile young he taught school with considerable success in this 
count\". 

HaN. WILLIAM H. THOMAS. Few families of Douglas County, 1\'10., have 
a hiGher reputation in all matters of character, intelligence and liberality than 
the ~ne represented by the name we have just given. For ten years :.vIr. Thomas 
has made his home in this count\' and he now has a fine tract of 160 acres 
located about eight miles from vVillow Springs, and it is highly productive and 
valuable. He was born in Fayette County, Ind., June 15, ;840, to the union 
of Howell and Mary A. (Adams) Thomas, natives of Kentucky and Pennsyl
vania, respectively. The father left his native State when a YOllng man and 
made his way to Pennsyh-ania, where he met and married Miss Adams. From 
there he moved to the. Hoosier State in 1838 or 1839, and continued to make 
his home there until 1862, when he moved to Vermillion County, Ill. There 
he passed peacefully" away in 1874 at the advanced age of eighty-four years. 
He was a carpenter by trade and was a soldier in the vVarof 1812. In politics 
he was a Democrat until the formation of the Republican party, when he 
joined its ranks, remaining with it the remainder of his days. Mrs. Thomas died 
in Indiana in 1864. She was the daug-hter of \Veldon Adams, who was a 
pioneer in Pennsylvania. To Mr. and Mrs. Thomas were born eleven chil
dren, who were named in the order of their births as foIlows: Mary, wife of 
Amos Eskew, of Indiana; ;lIartha, wife of George McFatridge, also of Indiana; 
--- Adams, who died when eighteen years of age; John, who died at the 
age of ten; Sarah, wife of Frank New Bold, of Indiana; Lydia, wife of Mat
thew Trimble, of Illinois; James, who is living in Decatur, Ill., but who has a 
position in the pension department at \Vashington, D. c.; Jane, wife of John 
McCoy, of Kansas; Isabel, wife of Zina \Varren; William, subject, and 
'Weldon, who is living in Indiana. In his native county and Hamilton County 
our subject passed his youthful days and there received a liberal schooling. 
After growing up he selected farming as his occupation in life, and started to 
follow the same in Hamilton County prior to the war. In August, 1862, he 
enlisted in Company K, One Hundred and Twenty-fifth Regiment Illinois 
Volunteer Infantry, and took a prominent part in the foIlowing battles: Stone 
River, Chickamauga, :Mission Ridge, Kenesaw Mountain, Resaca, Peach 
Tree-Creek, Atlanta and Bentonville. He was with Sherman on his march to 
the sea. He was detailed after the battle of Atlanta as special scout of fifty 
men, and was sent on in advance of Sherman's army. During his hard service 
1\'1r. Thomas was greatly troubled by rheumatism and has suffered from it ever 
since. After his career as a soldier he at once resumed agricultural pursuits 
in Vermillion County, III., and there made his home until 1884, when he came 
to this county. In the year 1890 he was elected to represent his county in the 
Thirty-sixth General Assembly, and while a member of the same he was instru
mental in forwarding the present school text-book law and may be called the 
author of the same. Mr. Thomas is with the People's party, but was formerly 
a Greenbacker and Democrat. He is a prominent man in the county, an influ
ential political factor, and a popular man with all. SociaIly he is a Mason, a 
member of t.he lodge 3l-t WiIIo~v Springs, ail~ has held office in the lodge. 
Mr. Thomas IS developIng a frUit farm, and hiS fine home, which bears every 
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evidence of the taste and culture of its inmates, is the center for the best class 
of people in the vicinity. !VIr. Thomas was married in Illinois to Miss Jane 
McCoy, and three children were given them: \Villiam, Lillie and Mary. I he 
first two are married, the latter to Henry Cruzen, of this county. 1\lrs. 
Thomas died in Illinois, and subsequently Mr. Thomas married Miss Cora 
Turner of that State. Eight children were the fruits of this union: Paul (died 
at the age of eight months), Claude, Louisa, Julia, Norma K., Edna, Grace, 
and an infant. Mr. and Mrs. Thomas are connected with the Methodist Epis
copal Church, and he has held office in the same. For about ten years and 
while a resident of Vermillion County, Ill., Mr. Thomas was in the lumber and 
hardware business . 

.J OHN E. BALL. One of the progressive farmers of Howell County, 1\10., is 
John E. Ball, who was born in Abbeville District, S. C, in 1850, a son ofJames 
Wilburn and Mary (Mosley) Ball, who were born in the Palmetto State 
Novemberg, 1817 and 1807, respectively. About 185gthey came to what is 
now Clay County, Ark., by wagon, and there the remainder of their lives were 
spent, she dying in 1865 and he in 1872. They were farmers by occupation 
and for some time during the Civil War the father of the subject of this sketch 
served in the Home Guards. He was an only child and nothing is known of 
his people, save two uncles, Reuben and Benjamin Bell, who lived in Alabama. 
They were of English extraction. John E. Ball is the fifth of seven children 
born to his parents, their names being as follows: Benjamin, of Clinton 
County, Mo., was a soldier in the Confederate Army during the war; James 
l'vI. was killed in the battle of Franklin, Tenn.; the third child died in infancy; 
Catherine (deceased) was the wife of Nelson Lvnch. of Arkansas; Francis L., 
of the Indian Territory, and Mary, wife of William Sides. While learning the 
details of agriculture in his youth, John E. Ball received but very little school
ing, but remedied this in a great measure in after years by contact with the 
world and the business affairs of life. He was married in 1876 to Miss Nancy 
c., daughter of William Granville and Sarah (Ellis) Nutt, the former of whom 
now resides in Greene County, Ark., where the wife and mother died in 1892. 
Mrs. Ball was born in what is now Clay County, Ark., and has borne her 
husband eight children: Minnie Alice; Lillie May, James Ellis, William 
Granville, Sarah Catherine, Mary Ethel, Rosalie and Laura Myrtle. ;\1r. Ball's 
home continued to be in Clay County, Ark., until 1883, when he came to Howell 
County ane! has since resided on his present farm of 168 acres ncar Chafin. 
This is a fertile tract of land and under Mr. Ball's shrewd management and 
industry it yields large crops annually. Mr. Ball is a member of Mt. Zion 
Lodge No. 327 of the A. F. & A. M. at West Plains, and is also a member of 
the 1. O. O. F. Mr. and Mrs. Ball are members of the Missionary Baptist 
Church, and politically he is a Democrat. 

GEORGE R. NORMAN, l'vI. D. One of the noblest professions, one of the 
most beneficial to mankind, the profession of all professions, which, while it 
is prosecuted for gain is in its very nature nearest to beneficial charit:y, is that 
of medicine. At the same time it is one of the most exacting upon Its dc\'O
tees. Shannon County, Mo., is very fortunate in the number and character ~f 
its physicians and surgeons, and among those who ~ave alr~ady beel! PEonll
nent in that calling is Dr. George R. Norman, who 15 a natIve o~ thIS State, 
born in Oregon County February 21, 1861. He is a son .of n:1aJ. M. G. and 
:tvlary A. (\Vait) Norman, whose sketch appcars elsewhere In thl~ volume. In 
his native countv Dr. Norman received his education and when eighteen years 
of age he entered the store of T. J. Boyd & Co., as salesman. One year later 
he took charge of the store at Garfield for a year, and then engaged in the 
drug business at Alt.on. This he continued from 1882 to 1884, when he was 
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elected collector and served two years. In 1886 he commenced farming-, but 
soon after engaged in the mercantile business, taking charge of Boyd's affairs 
at Garfield. During this time he studied medicine and in 1889 came to 
Winona where he served as clerk for the Ozark Lumber Company. In 1890 
he went to St. Louis and attended the College of Physicians and Surgeons, 
graduating from that institution in March, 1893. After practicing at Alton a 
short time he came to this place where he has already built up a considerable 
practice. While at Garfield Dr. Norman was postmaster for some time. He 
is a member of the Alumni Association of the College of Physicians and Sur
geons. The Doctor makes a specialty of surgery. He was married in the 
year 1880 to Miss Zay Gum, a daughter of \Villiam Gum, who died in St. 
Louis, in a Federal prison, during the war. By this union four children were 
born, two sons and two daughters. Dr. Norman is a steward in the Methodist 
Church; he is a Mason, master of \Vinona Lodge, and he was master of Alton 
Lodge, and represented it in the Grand Lodge. He is also an A. O. U. \V., 
and a Democrat. 

\VILLIAlI! BAIN. The farming class of America, and especially of the State 
of Missouri, is notable for the degree of intelligence that is possessed among 
its representatives. \Villiam Bain, who resides in Finley Township, owns a 
fine farm, which attests by its value and productiveness the excellent qualities 
of thoroughness and system which mark the owner. Like many other first
class citizens of the county he came originally from Tennessee, his birth occur
ring in the eastern part of the State in 1821, and his parents, Arthur and Mary 
(McFerren) Bain, were natives of that part of Tennessee also. There the 
father and mother passed their entire lives, dying in McMinn County soon 
after the war. 1\1r. Bain was a hatter by trade, and a man whose industrious 
habits and honorable, upright career endeared him to all. He inherited sturdy 
Scotch blood from the p<}ternal side of the house, and his wit and activity 
from his mother, who was a native of the Emerald Isle. The father, \Villiam 
Bain, was a weaver by trade. One of his sons, Rev. John Bain, was a promi
nent Presbyterian minister in Nashville, Tenn., at one time. Our subject's 
maternal grandfather, Samuel McFerren, was of Irish origin, and followed 
farming and teaming in Knox County, Tenn., until his death. \Nilliam Bain 
is the eldest of nine children, who are named in the order of their births 
as follows: Sallie Ann died in Tennessee; Samuel died in Tennessee; Mary 
A.; John, of Christian County; Jackson died in Tennessee; Francis was killed 
in the Confederate Army; Malinda and Martha. Our subject received very 
little schooling during his youth, as his parents were poor and needed his help 
on the farm. He grew to sturdy manhood on the home place in Tennessee, 
and selected his wife in the person of Miss Mary Ann Anderson, daughter of 
Steven and Susan Anderson, who spent their entire lives in Tennessee. Mrs. 
Bain was born in Monroe County, Tenn., and by her marriage to Mr. Bain, 
which occurred on the 11th of August, 1842, she became the mother of nine 
children, viz.: Rufus, deceased; Susan c., deceased, was the wife of E. A. 
Adams; John c.; Stephen; Mary died when young; William died in infancy; 
Lina J. became the wife of John Page; Martha Alice and James. The two last 
named were twins and are deceased. In 1859 Mr. Bain came to Christian 
County, Mo., and lived on the Finley, near Ozark, until after the war. He 
then purchased his present farm of 200 acres, situated six miles southeast of 
Ozark, and is now actively engaged in farming and stockraising. He was a 
Union man during the war, and was in the Missouri State Militia most of the 
time, on guard at Springfield and scouting in ~uthern Missouri. He and his 
worthy companion have been members of the Missionary Baptist Church for 
many years and are highly esteemed in the neighborhood. Mr. Bain has done 
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a great deal of hard work in his day, and is strictly honest and upright, his 
character being above reproach . 

. GRANVILLE. H. VAUGHAN. ,!,he occupation of farming is one that has 
received atte:lhon from the earlIest ages, and it is not to be wondered at that 
it has becon;e the art that it is at the prese~t time. Among those who have 
shown ~ satisfactory knO\yledge of this callmg, and whose operations are con
duct~d m a very progressIVe manner may be mentioned Granville H. Vaughan, 
who IS the owner of a valuable farm in Finley Township. He first saw the 
light of day in Rutherford County, Tenn., in 1831. His parents, James and 
Nancy (Hatchett) Vaughan, were natives of the Old Dominion, the former 
born in Meckle,:bur~ and .the l~tter in Charlotte County. The parents were 
reared and mamed In their native State, and after the birth of their first child 
or in 18Il, they removed to Murfreesboro, Tenn., where Mr. Vaughan kept 
hotel for some time. He boarded representatives to the Legislature when that 
was the capital of the State, it being in David Crockett's time. Mr. Vaughan 
also followed farming and superintended the construction of some of the turn
pikes that enter Murfreesboro, and was in official life for some time. He was 
a man of learning and ability, and of considerable note. During the War of 
1812 he furnished a substitute. He was constable for a number of years, this 
being an important and remunerative office at that time. In 1842 he came by 
ox team and a one-horse carriage to Christian County, Mo., being three weeks 
on the road, and located in the woods about five or six miles south of Ozark, 
then in Taney County, where he improved one of the finest farms in that sec
tion. He made a good fortune in farming and stockraising, and there died in 
1869, when eighty-nine years of age. He was one of the pioneers of that sec
tion and was well and favorably known. It is supposed that his father was a 
Scotchman and that his mother was of German nativity. They reared a large 
family, the father of our subject being the only one who came to Missouri. 
The mother of our subject died about 1876. Her parentg passed their entire 
lives in the Old Dominion. Mr. Vaughan was twice married, his last wife 
being Elizabeth Davis, who bore him three children, as follows: Henry, a 
farmer of this county; Richard, now of Oklahoma, and Joseph, now on the 
old home place. The original of this notice was the youngest of thirteen chil
dren, as follows: Parks died in Tennessee when young; Catherine married 
Reuben Bowles and died in Nashville, Tenn.; Jordan was a soldier in Price's 
army and died of fever the day of the battle of Pea Ridge; Perlina was the 
wife of Nathaniel Pipers and died in west Tennessee; Harriet married James 
Sloan of Gibson County, Tenn.; Thomas, a wealthy man and the father of 
Judge James Vaughan, of Springfield, Mo., died at Ozark in 1883; Elizabeth, 
widow of Dr. Samuel Bowles; James, of Arkansas; William, of Oregon; David, 
a prominent physician, died in Bedford County, Tenn. (he was a soldier in the 
Confederate Army and later became surgeon); Julia, deceased; Mary E., 
deceased, was the wife of John H. Wisner; and our subject. The latter early 
learned the duties of farm life, and in addition to a common-school education, 
attended the school in Springfield. When about twenty years of age he began 
for himself as a farmer, and this has been his chosen occupation ever since. 
On the 7th of January, 1858, he was married to Miss Mary E. McGaugh, who 
was born on her father's old farm near Boling Park, Greene County, Mo. Her 
parents, James and Marinda (Davis) McGaugh, were natives of l\1arshall 
County, Tenn., where they remained unti.l about 1836, a~d then cll:f':e. to 
Greene County, Mo., settling about three miles north of Springfield, adJommg 
Boling Park. Mr. McGaugh afterward returned to Tennessee, but later moved 
to Mississippi, where he followed farming until his ~eath.. ~Irs. McGaugh is 
still living, is seventy-six years of age, and resides m Chnstlan County. She 
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is a member of the l\lissionary Baptist Church. Her father, Joshua Davis, who 
came to Greene Count\', Mo., about 1836, and who located near Boling Park, 
was one of the most' conspicuous characters of his day. H.e was a ~rip
pie and something of an invalid, but ~is mind was unusually actIve and brIght. 
He was clerk of the court of Greene County for twelve years, and was editor 
and publisher of Tile Lallu!, and also The "Jlirror, for many years in Spring
field. He was a brilliant orator, a man of much influence, and an able and 
active politician. His death occurred ir. 1856, and his son, \Villiam P., suc
ceeded him in journalistic work. To 1\1r. and Mrs. Vaughan have been born 
seven children, viz.: Flora. wife of George C. Hursh; \Valdo Burke, a manu
facturer of Carthaae; Granville Joshua, at home; Virginia, wife of Scott Mas
sey, a prominent b attorney of Springfield; Lena N., wife of Hall Given. of 
Leon, Kan., a railroad operator; Luther A., at home, and Ella, at home. 
Soon after marrying, 1\1r. Vaughan located on his present farm in the woods, 
and llOW has 130 acres, all under a good state of cultiv"-tion. Politically Mr. 
Vaughan and his people were originally \Vhigs, but since the war he has advo
cated the principles of Democracy. He sympathized with the South during 
the Rebellion but took no part. l\Irs. Vaughan is a member of the Missionary 
Baptist Church, and the Vaughan family is one of the best in the county. 

DR. JOHN D. COLLI:-IS. The profession"-l career of a skilled and devoted 
ph \ sician ever furnishes material of great interest to all readers, and the life 
narrative of Dr. Collins is no exception to this general statement. He is a 
practicing physican and surgeon and druggist of Highlandville, Mo., and 
although still in the dawn of the success which has attended his efforts in a 
professional way, he has already given abundant evidence of the ability which 
qualifies him for a high place in the medical profession. Dr. Collins was born 
in this county, Finley Township, near Ozark, on the old Collins homestead in 
1854, to the union of John and Alary C. (Cowden) Collins, natives of what is 
now :'Iarshall County, Tenn., the father born March 13. I8Ig, and the mother 
July 13 of the same year. The elder Collins was a great student, a fine mathe
matician and a man of more than ordinary ability. Previous to his marriage 
to the mother of our subject he had married a Miss \Villis who bore him no 
children. Mrs. Collins, mother of subject, was also married previous to her 
union with Mr. Collins, her first husband being Saunderson Cook, by whom she 
had one son, Dr. \\'. C. Cook, a pmminent physician who held a chair in the 
Nashville Medical College at one time, and was health officer for Davidson 
County at the time of his death. Mr. Collins removed to the Lone Star State 
in ISS!, but in 1853 came North and landed in Christian County, then Taney 
County, and settled four miles south of Ozark, where he improved a good farm 
of several hundred acres. There he passed the remainder of his days, dying 
February 8, 1888, and was buried on the home farm. His wife died April 10, 
J8gI. She was a member of the Christian Church and an excellent woman. 
All his life 1\1 r. Collins followed the occupation of a farmer, and being enter
prising and thrifty amassed a considerable fortune. For two years during the 
war he was sheriff "of the county, and later he was twice elected to the office of 
sun'eyor and was appointed to that position once. He was a Union man but 
did not take sides during the war. Socially he was an Odd Fellow and a 
p!,ominent man in many ways. His father, Henry Collins, was a native of 
North Carolina, and of Scotch-Irish descent. The latter followed the occm)a
tion of a farmer and removed to Tennessee at an early day and there died. He 
was the father of the following children: \Villis, died on the Gulf and was buried 
on an island during the war; Holland, of Tennessee; Henry; James, a stock 
dealer; Sid?ey. wife of T. L. \Vhite, of this county; ]\1aggie, now deceased, 
was the Wife of Alex. Glen, of this county; Edna, who was the wife of Frank 
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Waddel, died in Springfield; Nancy is the wife of a Mr. Cook, of Arkansas; 
and Mary, wife of James Richardson, of Marshall County, Tenn. Our subject's 
maternal grandparents died many years ago and very little is known about 
them. They had several children, and a son, Han. Humphrey Cowden, was a 
member of the Tennessee Legislature from Marshall County in 1860, and voted 
for secession. One daughter removed to Texas and lived to be eighty-five 
years of age. Another daughter, Sallie, became the wife of Paine Davis, a 
lawyer of Lewisburg, Tenn. Two of their children died young. Dr. John D. 
Collins was fifth in order of birth of nine children, as follows: Fannie, wife of 
J. T. Deeds; Henry Clay was a soldier in the United States Army, and part of 
the time was on the plains fighting the Indians; James W. is residing in the 
old neighborhood; Susan J., wife of J. M. McLean; Thomas Holland died 
young; Alexander H. is a farmer residing near Ozark; Lucy M., now deceased, 
was the wife of G. King, and Joseph L., on the old place. Our subject grew to 
manhood on the old homestead and attended the common schools. Later he 
read medicine with Dr. W. C. Cook, of Nashville, Tenn., and in 1878 and 1879 
attended the medical department of Vanderbilt University at Nashville. In 
1880 he graduated from the Missouri Medical College of St. Louis and began 
practicing at Highlandville, and has since practiced among the people with 
whom he was reared. He has an extensive practice in Taney, Stone and 
Christian Counties, a radius of twenty miles, and has the confidence and respect 
of all. He is a member of the Christian County Medical Society. In connec
tion with his practice he also carries on the drug business and has followed 
the same since 1887. On the 28th of September. 1873, he was married to Miss 
Pardella J. Alexander, a native of Christian County and the daughter of 
George W. and Rebecca J. Alexander, and step-daughter of John A. Williams 
of Ozark. Mr. Alexander died while in the Confederate Army. To Dr. and 
Mrs. Collins have been born seven children: Lulu Mellie, A. Gretz, Effie Lorena, 
Nora Gertrude, Belva Carla, William Frank and Neal. The Doctor is a 
member of Highlandville Lodge No. 331, I. O. O. F., and was its first N. G. 
Mrs. Collins is a member of the Christian Church. 

JOHN A. GIDEON. Among the prominent citizens of Galloway Township, 
Christian County, Mo., stands the name of John A. Gideon, who was born in 
Greene, now Christian County, Mo., March 4, 1837. His parents, William 
and Matilda (Woods) Gideon, were natives of North Carolina, the father born 
in Wilkes County June 4, 1791, and the mother in Morganton, Burke County, 
June, 1792. Both were liberally educated at Morganton, and were married 
there March I I, 1812. About 1816 they removed to Hawkins County, Tenn., 
and remained there until 1836, when they crossed the Mississippi River to 
Missouri, and settled in the woods of Greene County, twelve miles south of 
Springfield, in what is now Christian County. In 1857 the father removed to 
the farm where our subject now lives, four miles southwest of Highlandville, 
where his death occurred in June, 1871. He was a hatter by trade and fol
lowed that occupation, his wife and sons managing the farm. For three 
months during the Civil War he was a member of Capt. Day's Home Guards. 
He was a member of the Missouri Baptist Church, and an industrious, 
honorable citizen. He had a wonderful constitution and was seldom or never 
sick. In politics he was a conservative Free Soiler and a Douglas Democrat 
until 1860, after which he affiliated with the Republican party until his death. 
He was one of the first settlers of what is now Christian County, whither he 
came with an ox team, and found it inhabited by Indians and wild animals. 
His father, James Gideon, was a native Virginian, and when a boy went with 
his parents to North Carolina, where he subsequently married Miss Patty Mills. 
From there they removed to Hawkins County, East Tenn., and there 



544 A REMINISCENT HISTORY 

passed the remainder of their lives, engaged in farming. Our subject now has 
a Bible owned by his grandf~ther 100 years ago. The gre~t-grand~ath~r w.as 
an Irishman who came to this country at an early date, hrst settllI1g 1Il Vir
ginia and later in North Carolina. James Gideon and wife were the parepts of 
the followino- children: James, Edward, Hardy, Is0111.}ohn, Eltzabeth and :Sarah, 
all no\\" de;eased. The mother of our subject died in 1872. She was the 
daughter of Joseph \\'oods, who was of Scotch origin, and who, with his wife, 
passed his entire life in North Carolina. l\Ir: and Mrs. \V.oods had.o~le S;lrl, 
Joseph,Jr., who was killed at home by the Confederates dunng the CivIl \var. 
Of the ten children born to his parents our subject is youngest in order of 
birth. The others are named as follo\\"s: James H. was in Price's army during 
the war, and previous to that, in ISSS, represented Taney County in the Legis
lature, which by his efforts formed Christian County (he died in Brown
wood, Tex., and at the time of his death was clerk of the Northern District of 
Texas, having held office for many years); Col. Joshua A. served as lieutenant· 
colonel of the Confederate Army during the war (he died near Austin, Tex.); 
Elizabeth died in Benton County, Mo. (she was the wife of \\,illiam Carpen
ter, a Confederate soldier); Nancy died in Stone County, Mo. (she was the 
wife of Patrick Berry, a Union soldier); \Villiam was also a soldier and died 
on the home place December 17, 1863; Greene B. died at Rolla, January S, 
1862. while in the Confederate Army; Francis H., now of Galena, was hospital 
steward of the Fourteenth Missouri Militia, and later revenue assessor of sev
eral counties (he represented Taney County in the Legislature in 1864, and 
is now a prominent lawyer); \Voodson T. died on the home place in 1893 (he 
was in the Missouri State Militia, and was assessor of Christian County one 
term). OUf subject's youthful days were passed on the farm and in the district 
school, where he obtained a fair education. vVhen twenty years of age 
he started out for himself as a farmer, and in the year 1856 he was married 
to Miss Elizabeth Hancock, daughter of Thomas and Nancy Hancock, 
nati\'es, respectively, of Maryland and Virginia. Mr. and Mrs. Hancock were 
married in Tennessee, where Mr. Hancock was accidentally killed by a wagon 
running over him. Mrs. Hancock subsequently married John \Vall, and about 
1852 came to Christian County, where she receIved her final summons. Mrs. 
Gideon was born in Giles County, Tenn., and by her marriage to Mr. Gideon 
became the mother of five children, as follows: Alexander c., a teacher; 
Albert A.; Felix \V., a teacher; Samantha J., and Laura R., wife of John R. 
Phillips. She was a teacher. Mr. Gideon has lived on the old farm for thirtv
six years, and now has eighty acres after giving each of his children homes. 
On l\iay 21, I861, he enlisted in Company C, Seventy-second Missouri Infantry, 
as first sergeant, and for six months was in southwest Missouri. During the 
Springfield fight he was captured, but was paroled the next day, January 9, 
1863. After his term of enlistment had expired he joined Company H, Six
teenth Missouri Volunteer Cavalry, as second lieutenant. and served until July 
1, 1865. operating in Missouri, Arkansas and Kansas, and was a scout most of 
the time during the Price raid. He commanded his company nearly all 
through that raid. In 1863 he was made provost marshal and located at 
Lebanon, Mo., serving until July 1. 1865. He was a brave and fearless soldier 
and. discharged his duties with tireless energy. After being mustered out at 
Spnngfield he was at once engaged in Holland's wholesale dry goods store, 
where he remained one year. He then returned to his old home, wh~re he 
has since resided. From 1868 until 1872 he was county judge of Chdstian 
County. and was notary publ,ic for t.en years. In politics he has always been a 
RepublIcan and voted for Lmcoln m 1860. He is uncompromising but liberal 
and is the leading politician of the county. Only a few years ago he kne~ 
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every man in the county an? ~new his politics. N early every year he makes 
a thorough canvas~ of ChnstIan, Stone and Taney Counties for the congress
men of those countIes. There are few men better or more favorably known in 
t~e old thirteenth d!strict than John A. Gideon. A~though an ultra-Repub
lIcan he has many frIends among the Democrats. He IS a prominent member of 
the G. A. R., is adjutant of Sergeant 'Welch Post No. 534, at Ponce De Leon 
and Stone County, and is one of its D?ost active members. He joined Finley 
Lodge, 1. O. O. F., No. 206, of Ozark, 111 1866, and was secretary two terms. In 
October, 1891, he organized Highlandville Lodge No. 331, and was secretary 
two terms, and V. G. one term. At present he is N. G. In religion he and 
family are strictly independent. 

'vV. H. H. MILLER. Among the men who early cast their fortunes in what 
is now Christian County, Mo., was one whose memory is treasured by the 
few remaining pioneers of a rapidly passing age, a man of honest integrity and 
sterling worth, we refer to Jesse Miller, the father of the subject of this sketch. 
He was born in North Carolina about 1800, and when but a boy went with his 
parents to Tennessee, where he met and married Miss Eunice Vanzandt, a 
native of Georgia, born about 1809. Until 1852 this worthy couple made their 
home in Tennessee, and then moved to what is now Christian County, Mo. 
They located near Linden and rented land a few years, but subsequently pur
chased land in the same vicinity. There Mr. Miller died in 1856. He was a 
well-to-do farmer and was ever thrifty, honest and industrious. He was a 
soldier in the Indian wars, and was the only one of the family who came to 
Missouri. His two brothers, Henry and James, are deceased as are also several 
sisters. In his political views Mr. Miller advocated the principles of the 
Whig Party. His wife, who was a member of the Methodist Church many 
years, died in August, 1892. They were the parents of thirteen children as 
follows: Matilda, deceased, was the wife of Huston McDaniel; Mary A., wife of 
William Wadkins, of GreeneCounty; Samuel H., died in Colorado in March, 1892 
(he kept a hotel in his town and was mayor and justice of the peace there; 
during the war he was captain of the Home Guards); Matilda R. was the wife 
of E. A. Harper, of Texas; Jesse left home just prior to the war, and has not 
been heard from since 1861; John died young; Eunia E. married Alfred M. 
Stillins, of this county; Thomas D., of this county, was a private in the M. S. 
M. three years; Sarah, wife of John Griffis; W. H. H., subject, and Eliza, twins, 
the latter dying when sixteen years of age; Martha, wife of John Lassley, of 
this county, and James L., a railroad man of Colorado. Like the average 
farmer boy, our subject received a fair common-school education and assisted 
his mother on the farm until 1872, or until twenty-four years of age, when he 
married Miss Mary J. Lassley, a native of Carroll County, Ark., and the 
daughter of Joseph and Susan Lassley. Her parents came from Virginia to 
Arkansas at an early day, where they lived and made their home until the 
breaking out of the Civil War, when they came to Christian County, Mo. 
There they still reside. They have had eleven children_ Mr. Lassley was a 
soldier in the Missouri State Militia during the war. He and wife are Meth
odists in their religious views. Two children have been born to our subject and 
wife: Newlen and Ida A., both educated in the common schools and at Ozark. 
Mr. Miller rented land a few years after his marriage and was then engaged 
in merchandising at Alma for seven years. Later he removed t? Oza~k, and 
was in the same business there for five years, the firm name bemg MIller & 
Wolff, but since then he has resided on his farm. This consists of 280 acres 
three miles southeast of Ozark and 210 acres are under cultivation, making one 
of the most valuable farms in the county. He has it well improved and well 
stocked. For ten or twelve years he has been one of the leading stock dealers 
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of the county, handling hogs, cattle and sheep. He is thoroughgoing a~d 
public spirited, and is very popular with all classes. He was deputy shenff 
under Z. A. Johnson during the celebrated Bald Knob reign and nearly all the 
arrests of the ruffians and outlaws were made by him in person. He made an 
able officer and was active and fearless in the discharge of his duties. Socially 
he is a prominent member of the Friend Lodge No. 352, A. F. & A. M., at 
Ozark, of which he was once \V. M. 

JOSHUA T. DEEDS. Christian County has long had the reputation of being 
one of the best agricultural and stockraising counties in the State. Not only 
do the farmers here give much of their attention to stockraising, but they are 
generally men of enterprise and information, who take pride in agricultural 
affairs also. Prominent among those who have done their full share in advanc
ing every interest in this county is Mr. Deeds, who owes his nativity to Greene 
County, Mo., born October 4, 1845. He is a son of Dr. John and Melissa 
(Davis) Deeds, and the grandson of John Deeds, Sr., who was one of the 
pioneers of Greene County, Mo. The latter came from Tennessee to the last 
named county and located just north of Springfield, where he improved a good 
farm and passed the closing scenes of his life. He was of Dutch extraction, 
as was also his wife, and both were worthy members of the Baptist Church. 
Our subject's maternal grandfather, Joshua Davis, was also an early settler of 
Greene County and settled in the same neighborhood about 1836. There he 
developed a good farm from the woods and there he and his wife passed away. 
He was a very prominent character, and although a cripple and something of an 
invalid, he had a very brilliant mind. An eloquent orator and an able, active 
politician, he wielded no small influence in the State of Missouri. For twelve 
years he was clerk of the court of Greene County and he edited and published 
The Lallcet as well as Tlte 11:!irror in Springfield for many years. His death 
occurred in 1856 and his son \Nilliam P. succeeded him in journalistic work. 
The original of this notice was reared by an aunt, Mrs. Muessida A. McGaugh, 
north of Springfield, until about twelve years of age, and then she came to 
Christian County and she now makes her home with our subject. As the lat
ter grew up he became familiar with farming in all its details and secured a 
liberal education in the common schools. \Vhen twenty-two years of age he 
began farming for himself and agricultural pursuits have continued to be his 
chosen occupation. Early in 1863 he enlisted in Company H, Sixteenth Mis
souri Cavalry, and operated in Kansas and North Missouri for about twenty 
months, or until the close of the war. He participated in a number of promi
nent engagements and was discharged at Springfield. In the year 1866 he was 
married to Miss Frances E. Collins, daughter of Dr. John D. Collins (see 
sketch), and a native of l\farshall County, Tenn. Nine children have been 
born to our subject and wife, viz.: Mary, an infant, Maude, Stella, Marshall, 
John, Pearl, \\'i!Iiam and Edward, all deceased except the four last named. 
After his marriage our subject moved fOLlr miles south of Ozark, but only 
remained there one year when he moved to his present farm, three miles 
southwest of Ozark, where he has 270 acres with about 150 acres cleared. Aside 
from farming he is engaged quite extensively in buying and feeding cattle, 
etc.,. and is one of the ~ubstantial men of this section. He has put nearly all 
the Improvements on 1115 farm and attends strictly to business. He and Mrs. 
Deeds are members of the Baptist Church, in which they are active workers. 

Hm!EI{ G. GID!ORE. In no part of the world is the flouring industry of 
greater importance than it is in the United States, nor in any other part of the 
world can the same excellence of quality of flour be produced. This need 
not be \~ondercd at. \Vhere is there another country possessing so rich and 
productIve a soil, yielding and in plenty the richest wheat? Indeed, the 
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industry and the importance necessarily attached to it are natural resultants of nature's generosity. In Christian County, Mo., the flouring industry is a most important one and foremost among those engaging in it are Messrs. Gilmore & \Vasson, proprietors and operators of Riverdale Roller Mills. This firm manufactures the" Gold Coin" and the" Sunrise" brands of flour. The mill has been remodeled recently with all the latest improvemems in milling machinery and is now one of the best in the county, having three double sets of rollers of the Livingston manufacture and a wood and iron combination-wheel of the Hawkeye make. Its capacity is sixty barre IE per day. Mr. Gilmore is a practical miller, having been engaged in the business for many years, and all customers can rely on getting what they pay for. Our subject was born at Exeter, Green County, Wis., in 1844, and is a son of John and Rosanna (Good) Gilmore, natives of Ireland and Pennsylvania, respectively, the former born about 1806 and the latter in 1831. John Gilmore was the only son of an only son and was liberally educated in his native country, where he learned the tailor's trade at an early age, following it through life. He was a great student all his life and was well informed on all the issues of the day. Possessing a retentive memory he was a most interesting conversationalist and was a man far above the average in intelligence. About 1836 he came to the United States and worked at his trade in New York City, Philadelphia, Pittsburg, Allegheny City, etc. He was married in that named city, and about 1842 turned his face toward the setting sun. He first stopped in Chicago, then a small town, and only remained there a short time, but long enough to purchase eighty acres of land on which stands the main part of the city, including State Street. For this he paid $100 and held it for a few years, after which he sold it for what he had given. After a year or two in Chicago he removed to Exeter, Wis., where he made his home until 1856, when he took the Kansas fever, and, after rambling over that territory for a time without satisfactory results, he finally located at Maysville, Mo. There he followed his trade until his death in April, 1881. He was a prime mover in all matters of interest and a most worthy and esteemed citizen. Mrs. Gilmore is still living and resides in the neighborhood of Riverdale. Her mother died when she was an infant and her father, Anthony Good, married the second time and died in Allegheny City, Penn. Of the eleven children born to this couple only Mrs. Gilmore and a brother came West. Homer G. Gilmore is the eldest of ten children, as follows: Mary L., wife of Simon Brady, of Daviess County, 1\'10.; John F. died at Maysville; Albert A. resides in St. Joseph, Mo.; Edward E. resides in Riverdale; Anson C.left home many years ago and nothing has since been heard of him; Susan A., wife of Kemp Deitrich, of St. Joseph; Emmett M., of this county; Minnie, single, and William, of this county. Until twelve years of age our subject was reared in Exeter, Wis., and he was favored with a good English education. He came with his parents to Missouri and in June, 1861, he joined Capt. Thomas Smith's company of Home Guards, serving with the same for about three months. After that he joined Company A, Fifth Missouri Battalion, for six months, operating in north Missouri, and then joined Company A, Sixth Missouri State Militia, for three years, or until the close of the war, operating in Missouri and Arkansas. He fought at Lone Jack, Cotton Gap, etc., and followed Gen. Price in his raid through Missouri as far as Springfield and was in many skirmishes. From Springfield his command went to Rolla, thence to Denver, Colo., and spent nearly a year in the \Vest. He was mustered out at Fort Leavenworth, Kan., April 18, 1866, after nearly five years of service. He never missed a meal on account of sickness, was always ready for duty, and was a most faithful soldier. Following the war he engaged in farming in 
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north Missouri for two years and then embarked in the milling business, which 
he continued for some time in \Vebster County. In 1879 he came to Chris
tian County and soon after purchased the mills he now. operates. Mr. Gil
more was married in De Kalb County, Mo., in 1868, to MIss Lucy A. Lancas
ter, a native of Ray County, Mo., and the daughter of Mumford and S~rah 1\. 
(Roberts) Lancaster. Her parents came from Kentucky to north MISSOUrI, 
and in the latter State passed the remainder of their days, the father dying in 
1892. He followed the occupation of a merchant and farmer and was a prom
inent man of De Kalb County, being treasurer of the county for a number of 
years and also county assessor for some time. His chil~ren were named .as 
follows: Littleton R., of St. Joseph; Mrs. Gilmore; Etta, Wife of Alonzo Com; 
John, of St. Joe; William, of St. Joe; Ida, wife of Isom Artenberry; Edgar, 
deceased; and several died in infancy. Ten children have been born to Mr. 
and Mrs. Gilmore, as follows: Robert A., deceased; Bertie, deceased; Bessie; 
Arthur; John, deceased; Lula; Homer, deceased; Frederick, Emma and Edith. 
Mr. Gilmore is an Odd Fellow, a member of Highlandville Lodge No. 331, 
and of Col. Geiger Post, G. A. R., No. 294, at Highlandville. He was P. C. 
and is now adjutant. 

ELISHA E. FRAZIER, the subject of this sketch is one of the prominent farmers 
and stockraisers of Lincoln Township. He is the son of Dr. Lorenzo Lowe and 
Hannah (Bryant) Frazier, natives probably of North Carolina and Tennessee, 
respectively, the former born uly I I, 1819, and the latter March 3, 1821. When 
a boy Dr. Frazier went with his parents to Tennessee, and received a moderate 
education, but a rather liberal one for that day. On the 9th of July, 1839, he 
was married to Miss Bryant and later emigrated to Missouri, where he taught 
school for some time. He served under Capt. Cunningham in the removal 
of the Cherokee Indians to the Territory. and for this received a tract of land 
in what is now Lincoln Township, Christian County, Mo. To this farm he 
removed in 1849, and died on the same August 31, 1890. When a young man 
he read medicine with a Dr. Clark in Tennessee. but followed agricultural pur
suits until after he came to Missouri, which was about 1847 or 1848. Forthe 
first year or so he rented land, but on account of the ill health of the family 
there moved the next year two miles west, on his grant and into a rail pen 
with his wagon cover for a roof. Gradually, 4fter coming to Missouri, he began 
practicing his profession and soon became the leading physician of the entire 
region. He was contemporary with Dr. E. T. Robertson and practiced all over 
the region during the war. He met with many thrilling adventures and was 
often captured and chased by bushwhackers, etc. Early in the war he became 
first lieutenant of a company of Home Guards, and as they were without a 
captain at the beginning of the Wilson's Creek fight he commanded the com
pany. During this engagement his command was cut off and he and others 
retreated into Kansas. He soon returned, and many of the Confederate citi
zens requested Gen. Price, who was then in command of the Confederate forces 
at Springfield, to allow Dr. Frazier to practice his profession without molesta
tion. He took the oath and was permitted to practice at his will. In this and 
adjacent counties he was well known and very popular. Formerly a Democrat 
in politics, he later affiliated with the Republican. party and although frequently 
solicited to run for office his devotion to his profession caused him to refuse. 
From the age of nineteen he was a devoted Methodist and his career was 
above reproach. His father, John Frazier. was probably born in North Caro
lina and from there removed to Tennessee at an early date. He was of French 
ori~in ~nd ': Revolutionary soldier. He and wife passed the closing scenes of 
their hves m Tennessee, where they reared eleven children, six sons and five 
daughters, only four of whom came to Missouri. The mother of our subject 
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was also a worthy member of the Methodist Church. Her death occurred 
December 24, 1887 .. Her father was a millwright by trade and followed that 
in Tennessee untIl hIs death. He was of English-German descent. Our sub
ject was t~e fifth. in order of birth of nine children born to his parents, as fol
lows: KezIah, WIfe of P. M. Maples, of Stone County; Rebecca, widow of 
B. F. Rhodes, resides in this county; Sarah Jane died in early youth; Eliza
beth died in Tennessee when a child; subject; Minerva, wife of Timothy 
Maples, of this county; John Winton died young; Solomon Bryant died 
young, and Samuel Grant, of this county. The original of this notice was 
born in Bradley County, Tenn., June 29, 1847, and like the average country 
boy his time was divided in assisting on the farm and in attending the 
district school where he secured a fair education. vVhen eighteen years of 
age he started out for himself as a tiller of the soil, and by his father's advice 
remained at home during the war to care for the farm and family. He was 
captured three times by the Confederate soldiers, but was soon afterward 
released. On the 20th of August, 1865, he was married to Miss Margaret 
Jane Sharp, a native of Greene County (now Christian County), Mo., and the 
daughter of Joseph B. and Mary Sharp, who came to Tennessee from North 
Carolina at an early date. Both died at the home of our subject. Mr. Sharp 
was a farmer by occupation. During the gold fever excitement he went to 
California, where he remained several years. He also made several trips back 
to Tennessee with a four horse team. To our subject and wife have been born 
twelve children, as follows: Mary, wife of V. L. Dunham; Joseph Lorenzo; 
Susan Jane, wife of A. J. Holder; Sarah Victoria died when nine years of age; 
James Sharp; Charley Edmond; Nannie Belle; David Solomon; Phcebe 
Keziah; Lydia Lowe; Martin Eli, deceased, and an infant. In 1867 Mr. Frazier 
removed to Howell County, Mo., where he began improving a claim, and where 
he remained for four years. He then returned to the old home place in 
Christian County. This was in 1872 and he has since resided here. He is the 
owner of 880 acres in different tracts, 460 acres in the home farm, mostly fine 
bottom land. Mr. Frazier raises cattle, horses, hogs, and has about 450 acres 
under cultivation, having- cleared all but about IOO acres himself. He has held 
a number of local positions and was justice of the peace nine years. Socially 
he is a member of Friend Lodge, A. F. & A. M., No. 352, at Ozark, and he and 
his wife have affiliated with the Methodist Church for over a quarter of a cent
ury and are devoted Christians. His father was also active in religious work 
and when he first came to Missouri there was no Methodist organization in his 
neighborhood. He took it upon himself to engage a minister and erected a 
small church on land which he afterward donated to the church, together with 
a burying-ground. This is known as Lorenzo Chape1. 

G. W. NOKES. It matters little what vocation a man selects as his life 
occupation so long as it is an honorable one. If he is an honest, upright man, 
courteous in his intercourse with his fellow-men and possessed of the average 
amount of energy and business sagacity, he is bound to make his business a 
financial success. Because the subject of this sketch is possessed of all these 
requirements, is the chief reason that he has succeeded; because he is above 
the average in point of natural business qualifications, is the reason he to-day 
stands among the best merchants of the county. A brief sketch of Mr. Nokes 
is here appropriately given: A native of Cannon County, Tenn., born in 1845, 
he is the second in order of birth of eleven children, ten sons and one daughter, 
born to Nelson and Flora A. (Elam) Nokes, natives of Cannon County, Tenn., 
the father born about 1821 and the mother in 1825. The parents were reared 
and married in that State and there remained until 1854, when they came to 
the neighborhood of Nixa, Mo., then in Greene County, and settled on a claim 
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in the woods. Mr. Nokes improved four good farms in this neighborhood 
and there passed the remainder of his days, dying in August, 1879. He was a 
Union man during the war, but took no active part, being an invalid. He 
furnished three :lons for the Federal Army. Industrious, honest and upright, 
he was respected by all and was an active member of the Christian Church. 
A Democrat early in life he was later a Know-Nothing and then a Republican, 
IToting for Lincoln in 1860. His father, Thomas Nokes, was born in the Old 
North State, but early settled in Cannon County, Tenn., where he received his 
final summons. He was a farmer and mechanic. During the vVar of 1812 he 
was under Gen. Jackson. He was of Irish parentage. The mother of our 
subject is residing in Christian County, near Nixa, and is a devout member of 
the Christian Church. Her father, Reuben Elam, came from Tennessee to 
Taney County, Mo., about 1844, and there died before the war. He was a 
farmer. His wife died in Kansas. They were the parents of a large family, 
thirteen children, six sons and seven daughters. Four of the sons, Elisha and 
Elijah, twins, Tillman and George, served in the Federal Army. This family 
was of Irish origin. The following children were born to our subject's parents: 
John T., a farmer of Porter Township, was in the Sixteenth Missouri Cavalry 
until the close of the war (he operated in southwest Missouri and Arkansas 
and was captured in the Springfield fight January 8, 1863, but was held a pris
oner only two days; he had formerly served in the Seventy-second Missouri In
fantryand Sixth Missouri Cavalry, enlisting first in 1862; he held the rank of 
orderly sergeant); G. W , our subject; Leah M., wife of Albert Stiffler; Nelson, 
now residing in Greene County, was in the Sixteenth lVlissouri Cavalry, Com
pany C. from 1864 until the close'of the war; William, Jr., resides in Porter 
Township; Newton J. also resides in that township; Henry E. resides in 
Finley Township; Andrew J., a farmer of Porter Township; Columbus M., of 
Porter Township; Lincoln and Elisha Grant, both of Porter Township. On 
the farm in Missouri our subject grew to mature years and his education was 
received principally at home, his mother being his instructor. In 1862, when 
only seventeen years of age, he enlisted in Company A, Seventy-second Mis
souri Infantry, serving until April, 1863, operating principally in southwest 
Missouri. He was captured in the Marmaduke fight at Springfield January 8, 
1863, and W;,l.S held a prisoner two days. 'When he rejoined his command it 
was consolidated and made the Sixth Provisional of State Troops, with which 
he remained until November, 1863. He was then changed to the Sixteenth 
Missouri Cavalry, and served with that until the close. He held the rank of 
corporal and was in many skirmishes in Arkansas. Follow~ng the war Mr. 
Nokes engaged in farming in this neighborhood, and in 1871 was married to 
Miss Annis 1., daughter of Michael and Matilda Keltner, and a native of San
gamon County, Ill. Mr. Feltner was bort! in Tennessee, but was of Ger
man parentage. He came from Illinois to Christian County, Mo., after the 
war, but subsequently returned to Sangamon County, where he died in Aurrust, 
1880. His wife is living there at the present time. Mr. Nokes farmed ~ntil 
1888 and then engaged in merchandising at Nixa, where he has been engaged 
in business since. His stock is valued at $4,000, and he -is doing a good busi
ness under the firm name of J. E. Bennett & Co. Mr. Nokes was justice of 
the peace three terms, or about ten years, and is a member of the Christian 
Church. 

JOHN \VELKER, a prominent notary of Billings, has made his home in that 
town for over ten years, and his career presents an example of industry, per
severance and good management rewarded by substantial results. Like other 
representative men of the county, he is a native of the Buckeye State, being 
born in Stark County May 8, 1838. He has inherited his push and energy 
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from his German ancestors. He is a son of J?hn and Mary (Eply) Welker, 
and grandson of John Welker, who was born 10 Pennsylvania of old German 
stock. The father of our subject was also a native of the Keystone State but 
at an early day moved to Stark County, Ohio, and thence to Cumbe;land 
County, Ill., abo~t 1842. He is. still living near Hazel Dell, but is eighty-four 
years of age, havmg been born 10 February, 1809. The mother of our subject 
died in the Prairie State in 1855. To this estimable couple were born these 
children: James, Samuel, Jacob, John, William, Joseph, Elijah, Edward and 
Mary A. By the father's second marriage there were two children: Harry and 
Sarah. Mr. Welker was formerly a Whig, but became a Republican in his 
political views, and in religion was a United Brethren. By occupation he was 
a farmer and millwright, and became a man of some means. He had four sons 
in the Rebellion: William, John, Joseph and Elijah. Joseph was killed in the 
battle of Perryville, Ky.; William was wounded at Pea Ridge, Ark., but sur
vived, and is now living at Hazel Dell, Ill.; and Elijah is living at Yale, Ill. 
John Welker, our subject, was a small boy when the family moved to Illinois, 
and in the Prairie State he received a good education, sufficient to enable him 
to branch out as a teacher. Later he engaged in the photographing business, 
and followed that for twenty years at Newton, Ill. In January, 1883, he came 
to Billings and embarked in the produce business. Later he was elected 
mayor of the city and justice of the peace, and filled both offices in a capable 
and satisfactory manner. He is now notary, and for some time edited the 
Bz"llz"ngs Bee. At present he gives his attention to notary business and 
pensions, loans and real estate. In August, 1862, he enlisted in Company E, 
One Hundred and Twenty-third Illinois Infantry, for three years, participating 
in some hard services, but was finally discharged on account of having heart 
disease. Mr. Welker is the owner of real estate in the city and country, and 
has been quite successful in a business way. In politics he takes a deep 
interest, and is an ardent supporter of Republican principles. He is a member 
of the A. O. U. W. in Illinois and Billings Post No. 166, G. A. R. In the year 
1864 he married, at Newton, Ill., Miss Alice Sutton, daughter of William and 
Catherine (Lyons) Sutton. The Suttons were among the pioneer families of 
Indiana, and Mr. Sutton was a soldier in the Thirty-eighth Illinois Regiment 
during the Rebellion. He is now deceased, but the mother is living. Mr. 
Welker and family reside at Billings. where they have a handsome home, and 
are connected with the Methodist Episcopal Church, of which Mr. Welker is 
one of the trustees. Seven children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Welker; 
three are dead, while James D., Gilbert T., Effiie C. and William J. are living. 

GEORGE B. GIDEON. George B. Gideon, at present deputy circuit clerk of 
Christian County, Mo., has been a resident of this county all his life and the 
people have had every opportunity to judge of his character and qualifications. 
He was born on the old farm, in this county, October ro, 1862, and here grew 
to manhood and received his education. When starting out for himself he 
followed teaching for some time in this county, and also in Texas, where he 
resided for about four years. After this he enlisted in the regular United 
States service, in 1885, and, after some·time spent in various capacities, he took 
a clerkship in the commissary department. He was with Company A, Six
teenth Infantry Regiment, located at a frontier post in Texas, and at San 
Antonio, that State, and at Ft. Duchesne, Utah. He was a good officer for 
the Government and was discharged witn honor in February, 1890. After 
leaving the service he located in Springfield, Mo., where he was with a 
well-known commercial company, and later came to Ozark, where he has 
since held his present position. He selected his wife in the person of Miss Mabel 
C. Daugherty, a native of Springfield, Mo., and daughter of J. W. Daugherty, 
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also of Springfield, and their nuptials were. celebrated on September 12, 1892 • 
Mr. and Mrs. Gideon are now residing in Ozark, and are classed among the 
representative citizens of that thriving city. In politics Mr: Gideon. advo~~tes 
the principles of the Republican party and takes a deep 1Il.terest 1Il political 
matters. His name is synonymous for integrity and good Judgment, and he 
has proven himself one of the most capable and practical men who have held 
official positions in the county. He is interested in all Rood causes an? ~he 
property he has accumulated has been well earned. He attend~ the Chnstlan 
Church and Mrs. Gideon is a member of the same. Both are hIghly esteemed 
in the community and have many warm friends. Mr. Gideon is well posted 
on all the topics of the day, is a good clerk and an experienced book-keeper. 
His father·in-Iaw, J. W. Daugherty, was a resident of Christian County from 
about 1890 up to 1893, and was a miller by occupa.tion. He is now proprietor 
of a hotel in Springfield, Mo., and is doing well. His three children were 
named: Daisy, who is the wife of T. T. Godfrey, of Kansas; Mabel C., and 
Esther, who is at home. 

WILLIA~I SHY. It is always a pleasure to deal with the history of one who 
is a member of one of those grand old pioneer families whose bravery, forti
tude and determination paved the way for the present advanced state of civ
ilization, and William Shy is one of these. He is a successful farmer and 
merchant at Lesterville, Reynolds County, Mo., and was born here in 1841. 
His parents, Eli and Mary Elizabeth (Smith) Shy, were born in Kentucky in 
1802 and 1807, respectively, and were reared and married on Blue Grass soil. 
They made their home in the State of their birth until about 1830, when they 
moved to New Madrid County, Mo., soon after to Bellevue, and one year later 
to what is now Reynolds County, settling on a tract of woodland in the vicin
ity of Lesterville, when: they opened up a good farm after many years of hard 
toil, and there spent the remainder of their days, the father's death oc(;urring 
in March, 1855, and the mother's in November, 1876. They were worthy 
members of the Missionary Baptist Church, became widely known and highly 
respected in this section and lived upright and useful lives. In addition to 
tilling the soil Mr. Shy was also engaged in blacksmithing, in fact turned his 
hand to anything by which he could earn an honest livelihood. He and his 
wife experienced all the privations, hardships and inconveniences of pioneer 
life, but nobly labored for the benefit of those who might come after them, 
and with much patience and energy cleared their land of the rich growth of 
primeval forest with which it was covered. The father of Eli started west from 
Kentucky in 1830, with the intention of locating in the vicinity of where Little 
Rock now is, but on reaching New Madrid, Mo., he was taken ill and 
died here, and here his widow and three of their four children, who were 
men and women with families, died soon after. Their names were Samuel, 
Seaborn, and Sarah, the wife of James Lee. Their intention was to locate on 
a section. of land which their father owned in the vicinity of Little Rock, but 
after· their deaths nothing was ever done with this land. Being left utterly 
alone Eli Shy located in this section of Missouri and here became the father 
of the following children: Martha Jane, who died in Reynolds County, the 
wife of William Minor; Malinda, wife of Orrin Munger; Alfred H. was county 
cl7rk of Reynolds County for some years and is now dead; Sarah Jane is the 

·wtfe of G. B. Goggin; John Wesley is deceased; Robert Mitchell is also dead; 
Almina is the wife of J. M. Buford; William; Mary E. is the deceased wife of 
William R. Hill, and Minerva, also deceased. The immediate subject of this 
sketch was reared on a farm and received such education as the schools of his 
y~)Uth afforde.d. Upon attaining his majority he began the battle of life for 
hImself, and It was natural that he should take up the occupation to which he 
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h.ad been reare~ and of which he had a thorough knowledge-farming. For 
SIX months dUrIng the latter part of the war he served as a member of !'Ilaj. 
M. L. Claridy's brigade, Confederate States Armv, beinD" forced into the 
service as a recruit. In r866 he was married to -Nancy"BelJ, daughter of 
Newton and Mahala Bell, who were also worthy settlers of Reynolds County, 
where they died after having reared a large family. Mrs. Shy was born in this 
county, is still living, and is the mother of ten children: Thomas Alfred 
(deceased), Mary ]"James Monroe, Anzona (wife of "V. A. Parks), Lucius Eli, 
George Seaborn, Robert Walter, Richard In'in (deceased), Hattie ?lIar and 
Clarence Herman. Mr. Shy has spent his entire life on the farm of his birth, 
and is no\\' the owner of 240 acres of excellent farming land. His life has been 
devoted to tilling the soil, but he recently embarked in merchandising at Les
terville, where he has built up a paying business and has a large and well 
selected stock of goods. He is a member of Hopewell Lodge No. 239 of the 
A. F. & A. M. at Lesterville and is past noble grand of Lesterville Lodge 
No. 327 of the 1. O. O. F. He and his wife have long been members of the 
Missionary Baptist Church and he has been a lifelong Democrat, and has at 
all times generously supported his party, but has never been an aspirant for 
political honors. 

GrBsoN BROS, tobacco manufacturers. The man who first disco\'ered the 
properties of the 'Virginia weed" had no thought of the solace and solid com
fort he was about to bestow upon the human family. This plant is the only 
gift of the vegetable kingdom to man that is in universal use, and this is more 
strange, because it is less than three centuries since it became known to Eur
opeans. What seductive powers lie in the broad, long leaf, that man should 
become so readily and abjectly its slave! Among those engaged in the man
ufacture of this "weed of solace" stands the name of Gibson Bros., who have 
had many years' .experience in this line of business. Their father, John A. 
Gibson, is a pioneer in the tobacco business, having for many years manufact
ured it on his farm in Christian County, and made a name for the brands now 
in use: No. I, No.2 and Cherry Juice. These brands are known all over the 
Southwest and are made of a high grade of goods. The plant is located in 
Ozark and turns out about 20,000 pounds of tobacco a year. The plant is large 
and they have all the machinery required for the business. The goods are 
made from the native tobacco grown in this and adjoining counties. This is 
one of the leading industries of the county and the brothers are doing a good 
business. Furnishing, as it does, a gentle lethe for the corroding cares and 
worriments of life, it is not surprising that we should see such high authority 
as that of James G. Blaine for the statement tllat, with a vast contingent of the 
race, tobacco has become a necessity. 

MAJ. SAMPSON BARKER. Since r869, when our subject became connected 
with the affairs of Taney County, he has enjoyed the reputation of being not 
only an able financier and talented and well-informed man of the county. but 
one noted for upright and honorable dealing, and seems to have been admi
rably fitted by nature for the calling of an agriculturist. ~e comes of a good 
old Virginia family, and was born in Scott County of that State ~ovember 30, 
1832. He is a son of John S. and Sallie (Boyes) B~rker, both natives of the 
Old Diminion, the father born in 1797 and the mother m r807. The grandfather. 
Thomas Barker, the founder of the family in Americ~, came from England 
prior to the Revolutionary War and fought bravely fo~ mdependence. He was 
a captain under Shelby at King's Mountain, and had hiS powder horn shot off 
during that battle. He died in Virginia after a long and useful life. The 
father of our subject reached man's estate in \'irginia, and was also a soldier 
in the Revolutionary War. He was captain under Scott at Lundy's Lane. and 
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later was stationed at an island off the coast of Virginia. He was married in his native State and made his home there during life. In connection with farming he raised fine stock, continuing this until.seventy-three years of age_ In politics he was a lifelong Democrat, and was Justice of the peace for a number of years. He was a man of influence in his communityaJ?d made a good property. The mother of our subject was the daughter of vYtll1am Boyes, who also came of prominent Virginia stock, and who was born 111 that State. His father, Jarvis Boyes, carne over with the Pilgrims, landed at ~Iymouth Rock, and was a soldier in the Indian wars, and was an early plOneer of Virginia. \Villiam Boyes fouO'ht with the Colonists in the Revolutionary War, and also fought in the War of 1812. He died in Virginia. The I!lOther of our subject was reared in Virginia and died on the old homestead 111 th~t State, the same being still owned by the family. The parents of our subject had nine children born to their union, seven of whom grew to mature years; Edward died in Virginia and left a large family; Flanders died in infancy; William is living in Virginia; Rebecca died young; Elisha died after ~earing a family in Virginia; Jahel died and left a family; Sampson, subject; Rachel died and left a family; and Polly died in Newton County, Mo., leaving a family. This family held membership in the Baptist Church. Until thirtyseven years of age our subject remained on the home farm in Virginia, and being of a studious turn of mind recei\'ed a good education. Upon reaching man's estate he was appointed clerk of the Circuit and County Courts of Scott County, Va., and held that pOSition for twelve years, during which time he resided in that county. In the year 1862, when the war cloud hung darkly over the nation, 1\1r. Barker enlisted in the Twenty-seventh Mounted Infantry of Virginia, and served in the Army of Northern Virginia three years and eight months. He participated in many of the prominent engagements of the war, viz.: Gettysburg, Chancellorsville, \Vilderness, vVinchester, and in 1864 he was at Richmond and Petersburg. He was promoted to the rank of major and served in that capacity all through the war. No braver or more determined soldier ever trod the red sod of a battlefield. Returning to Virginia after the war he remained there until 1869, when he came to Missouri and settled on the farm where he now lives. He came by rail and by water and made the trip in nine days. The partly improved farm that he purchased was in section 35, Swan Township and about two miles from Forsyth, on the north side of \Vhite River, and is very valuable bottom land. He now has 600 acres in this tract and a good portion of it is under cultivation. In politics Mr. Barker is an ardent supporter of Democrat principles and has been elected to the office of county school commissioner three terms. He also served as clerk of the county and circuit court and recorder for four years. \Vhile residing in his native State Mr. Barker taught school and continued this profession for some time after coming to Taney County. He was always active in educational matters, and has ever been progressive and thoroughgoing. Socially he is a Mason and an Odd Fellow. During the time he lived in Vil'ginia he was married to Miss Sally Frazier, a native of Virginia, born March 28, 1833, and the daughter of Henry and Sally (Livingston) Frazier, who were natives of Virginia and early pioneers of that State. Her grandfather, Solomon Frazier, was of Scotch-Irish descent, and settled in Virginia at an early day, and the maternal grandfather, Peter Livingston, were early pioneers of Kentucky, where he and his family were captured by Indians and the grandmother carried the scar of a tomahawk on her head all her life. To Mr. and 1\lrs. Barker were born four children, all but one now living: James lVL, a farmer of Greene County, Mo.; Rufus, a farmer of Taney County; Martha, deceased, was the wife of R. vV. Cline, of Forsyth; Edward is a 
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farmer on the old home place on White River. ]\lr. and Mrs. Barker are well 
known and highly respected in the county, and .l\Irs. Barker is a worthy mem
ber of the Methodist Episcopal Church South. 

S. B. TAYLOR. In no way can the growth and prosperity of a city be 
determined so well as by the progress made by the leading business houses 
therein, such always standing as general indices to the city's condition. 
Among such business barometers the livery stable should rank in the midst of 
the first. A prominent one in Galena, Mo., is that conducted by S. B. Taylor, 
who enJoys a widespread reputation as an honorable, upright business man. 
Ohio is his native State, born in Madison County March 4, 1847, and he is the 
son of Asa and Eliza Taylor, natives of New Jersey and Ohio, respectively. 
The father moved to l\'ladison County, Ohio, at an early day and there fol
lowed agricultural pursuits until his death in 1883. The mother is still living 
on the old homestead on the old National Pike, seven miles north of London, 
and enjoys comparatively good health. Their union was blessed by the birth 
of seven children, three, besides our subject, now living: David c., a ranch man 
of Denver, Colo., was one of the early miners of that region; Oscar \V., residing 
on the old home place in Ohio, and Sarah, a resident also of Madison County, 
Ohio, is the wife of Michael Fox. The children deceased were: Oliver, 
Marion and Frank. Oliver was a soldier in the Civil War, enlisting in Com
pany C, Fortieth Ohio, and died in 1888. .l\Iarion was in the same company 
and regiment and died while in service from a wound received in Kentucky. 
Our subject remained in the Buckeye State until 1866 and there received 
a fair education. He then came to southwest :Missouri, but previous to that 
time he enlisted in the army, in the Fodieth Ohio Regiment, of which his 
uncle, George \V. Taylor, was colonel in the ninety days' service. He was in 
no prominent engagements. After coming to .l\Iissouri young Taylor located 
in Barton County, where he became the owner of a good farm and tilled the 
soil up to 1884. From there he went to Fort Scott and worked for the Hart 
Pioneer Nursery Company for five years. After that he located in Galena and 
engaged in the livery business, alone at first, but later he took in as a partner 
William D. Matthes. They have a full stock of fine and heavy carriages and 
all kinds of hacks used in this county, and are doing a good business. Mr. 
Taylor was married in Barton County, IIIo., to l\liss Surilda C. Cartmei, a native 
of Indiana and the daughter of R. T. Cartmel, also from the Hoosier State. 
Two children have been born to our subject and wife, Mabel and Edna, both 
in school. For many years Mr. Taylor has been an Odd Fellow, and in poli
tics he is a Republican. He has ever been interested in all public enter
prises and is one of the city's wide-awake, stirring business men. All his 
property has been made by the honest'sweat of his brow, for he is principally 
selfmade. 

HON. STEVEN L. 'vVILES. Mr. \Viles is a prominent citizen of Polk 
Township, and one whose constancy to the business in hand and whose thrift 
have added so greatly to the value of the agricultural region. He is a native 
of North Carolina, was born in Surry County in the year 183 I, and is the son of 
Steven and Rachel (Steelman) \Viles, also natives of Surry County, ).;. C. 
Our subject's paternal grandfather. Steven \Viles, was born in England and 
there reared and married. Prior to the Revolutionarv War he came to the 
United States and located in Surry Countv, N. c.. where the remainder of his 
days were passed in tilling the soit He served his adopted country six years 
in the Revolution and was a brave and faithful soldier. He was the father of 
seven sons and two daughters, among whom were the follo\:in~: Pierson, 
John. Luke, Hiram, Gillam and Steven. The name of the other cluld lS forgotten. 
Our subject's maternal grandfather, Charles Steelman, also an Englishman, was 
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reared and married in that country. He came to the United States previous 
to the Revolution but was not a soldier. He was a farmer and passed the 
remainder of his life in North Carolina. The parents of our subject grew to 
mature years in their native county and received limited educations in the 
common schools. They were married there, and there continued to make 
their home until early in 1832, when they removed to Lincoln County, 
Tenn., when that part of the State was wild and unsettled. There the father 
farmed until his death in January, 1856, when seventy-three years of age, 
his birth having occurred just at the close of the Revolutionary \Var. His 
wife died about 1838. They were the parents of nine children, as follows: 
Jane, the wife of Samuel Cunningham, died in Stone County; Eleanor, widow 
of James Miles; Catherine, who died in Laclede County, 1\10., was the wife of 
a Mr. Reese; Charles died in Lincoln County, Tenn .. a few years ago; Celia, 
the wife of Henry Sullivan, died in Christian County, Mo.; Rachel, wife of 
Thomas Sullivan, died in Stone County; Rose, the widow of Marion \Vade, 
resides in Madison County, Ark.; Polly, the wife of Abraham Cllnningham, 
died in Gentry County, Mo., and Steven L., our subject. The latter passed 
his youthful days amid the rude surroundings of pioneer life and as there were 
no public schools his educational advantages were limited. In February, 1849, 
he was married to Miss Elizabeth Mills, daughter of James and Nancy Mills, 
and a native of Lincoln County, Tenn. Her parents were born in North Caro
lina, but after marriage they came to Lincoln County, Tenn., where their last 
days were passed. The children born to our subject and wife were named as 
follows: Charles Newton died when five years of age; Langford McDonald; 
James \V.; Eveline, died when an infant; William; Roskwell; Pinson, died in 
infancy, and Alonzo. In 1852 Mr. \Viles came by wagon to Berry County, 
Mo., resided there for four years and then located near Billings where for 
twenty-four years he has been on his present farm, five miles southwest ofthat 
town. He settled on wild prairie and now has a fine farm of 160 acres in the 
home place and eighty acres not far away. Nearly all this is under cultivation. 
In April, 1861, the threatening attitude of political affairs occupied his serious 
attention, and he first joined the Home Guards, Company M, under Col. 
Phelps, for three months, or until August 20. He served as lieutenant and was 
on picket at the \Vilson Creek fight. After the expiration of this service he 
had small-pox and was not fit for duty for some time, but during the summer of 
1862 he enlisted in Company B, Seventy-second Missouri Infantry, as sergeant, 
and served eight and a half months in Missouri, Arkansas, Indian Territory 
and Kansas. After that he joined the Sixth Provisional Regiment, Company 
H, as first lieutenant, and served about two months. The regiment then joined 
the United States service and he served as first lieutenant of Company H, Six
teenth Missouri Cavalry, for twenty months, or until June 30, 1865, when he was 
discharged at Springfield. He fought at the battles of Jefferson City, Boonville, 
Lexington, Independence, Rig Blue, and took part in other battles. He was 
wounded in the Big Blue battle and disabled for some time. During the 
Mexican \Var, in 1848, he joined an independent company commanded by 
C.apt. C. R. 'vVheat, of Col. Gideon Pillow's regiment and embarked at N ash
Ville, Tenn. He landed at Vera Cruz soon after the siege of that city and then 
pu~hed on to the City of Mexico. He was in no general engagement, his duty 
bemg to escort wagon trains carrying mail, etc., but he was in many conflicts 
with guerrillas, etc. He was mustered out at Memphis, Tenn., in July, 1848. 
In the ye~r 1878 Mr. \Viles was elected county judge from the vVestern District 
of Chnst~an County and was reelected to that position in 1889. He made a 
very effiCient officer. Socially Mr. Wiles is an A. F. & A. M. Billings Lodge 
No. 379, and Marionville Post, G. A. R., NO.4!. 
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JESSE A. TOLERTON. There are few enterprise which contribute a larger 
quota to the convenience of the residential and transient public than the well
appointed livery stable. A p~'ominent one in Forsyth is that conducted by 
Mr. Jesse A. Tolerton who enJoys a widespread reputation, and the city may 
congratulate herself upon the presence of such an honorable man of business. 
Althou.gh young in years he possesses an unlimited amount of energy and 
sound Judgment, and has already obtained a good start in the world. His is 
the only livery stable in Taney County, and he is doing a good business. Our 
subject came to Forsyth when a small boy, and since the age of twelve years 
has made his own way in life. Possessed of industrious habits and a genial 
happy disposition, he made friends wherever he made his home and the peopl~ 
of Forsyth were not slow in recognizing his true worth. After coming to 
Forsyth he worked for his board and attended the Forsyth schools, and in this 
manner received a good business education. Later he started a small feed 
stable, and meeting with success in this, began buying horses. Since then he 
has met with good success and owns the stable property and a number of lots 
on the public square. He has good stock and all the necessary vehicles for a 
first-class barn. At the pre~ent time Mr. Tolerton is holding the office of 
deputy county collector, and being a good penman and a correct accountant 
is kept busy in the office. He came originally from the Buckeye State, born 
July 23, 1873, and is a son of Augusta Tolerton, of Salem, Ohio, a wholesale 
dealer in clothing there and a man of prominence. Our subject was married 
January 1, 1894, to Miss Lititia Parrish, daughter of John Parrish, a successful 
merchant of Forsyth. This young couple are well liked in the county and are 
interested in all good work. Mr. Tolerton has made all his property by his 
own exertions, starting a poor boy, and deserves the respect of all. For some 
time after starting out for himself he drove the stage from Forsyth to Chad
wick. 

EDWARD A. BLADES. The farming class of America is notable for the 
degree of intelligence that is possessed among its representatives. Our 
subject belongs to one of the most progressive of families, and is proud of the 
fact that his father was one of those fast disappearing landmarks of a heroic 
past-an early pioneer. Mr. Blades was born in Monroe County, East Tenn., 
in 1830, but his parents, Edward and Ellen (Maner) Blades, were natives 
of North Carolina, where they grew to mature years and united their fort
unes. From there they removed to Tennessee, and about 1836 came by 
ox-team to Greene County. Mo., being about two months on the road. They 
located in the woods on the Pickerel, and there was but one house within a 
distance of five miles. Mr. Blades spent the rest of his life there engaged in 
cultivating the soil, and died about 1847. He was a great hunter and sports
man. etc., and a man well and favorably known for miles around. He was 
one of the pioneers of Greene County, settling there when Springfield was 
but a mere hamlet of log houses. and he contributed his full share toward the 
improvement and development of the county. He was of English origin. 
His wife died in Greene County in 1855. They were the parents of an old
fashioned family of fourteen children, as follows: Sally Ann, deceased; R. D., 
of Billings; Nancy, deceased; Isaac T., Cynthia, Edward A., Rebecca .L .• 
William, Elizabeth, James R., Frances, George Washington, and two died 
young. Our subject was reared amid the rude surroundings of pioneer life, 
and to obtain a limited education was obliged to walk three miles to the primi
tive log school house where he was taught the ~hree R's. In the year 1~5 I he 
married Miss Margaret Batson, a native of OhIO. and the daughter of Steven 
and Jane Batson, who came from Ohio to Greene County, Mo., at 3:n early 
date. and here passed the remainder of their lives. the father engaged III farm-
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ing. Eight children were born to our subject and wife, viz.: Ellen, deceased, 
was the wife of William Logan; Jane, wife of Charles Lane, of Lawrence 
County; James; Elizabeth Ann died young; Sarah P: died young; Martha E.; 
George Marion died young, and one whose name IS unknow~. Mr. Blades 
resided in Greene County until 1870, and then removed to his present farm 
near Crane Postoffice. He has added to the original tract from time to time 
until he now owns 119 acres of excellent land, and has much of it under cultiva
tion. His wife, who was a worthy member of the Methodist Church, died in 
1891. Mr. Blades also holds membership in that church. During the war Mr. 
Blades served a short time in the army. The Blades family is a numerous and 
well-known one in Greene and Christian Counties, and its members are prom
inent and well respected. 

H. R. DICKSON. It seems impossible to think that where are now magnifi
cent fields of corn and thrifty farms, less than half a century ago was a wilder
ness inhabited by wild animals and savages. Still stranger is it to think that 
we have in our midst one of those old settlers who spent his best energies in 
subduing the wilderness and bringing it to the state of perfection apparent to 
all. H. R. Dickson was born in Ashe County, N. c., July 31,1824, and was the 
eldest of twelve children born to the marriage of \Villiam and Frances (Cross) 
Dickson, both natives of the Old North State. William Dickson was the son 
of Douglas Dickson and the grandson of Thomas Dickson, who was a native 
of Scotland and who came to this country at an early day. The latter settled 
in North Carolina, and there followed farming, as also did his sons, in Ashe 
County. There his death occurred. Douglas Dickson died in that county 
also. The father of our subject grew to manhood in North Carolina, and about 
1856 came to l\Iissouri locating on a farm in Reynolds County. He was a 
prominent man in the county, a leader in the Baptist Church, and an excellent 
citizen. Previous to coming to Missouri he was a resident of Scott County, 
Tenn., fo,· some time, and while there held the office of justice of the peace. 
His wife died in this county in 1869. Twelve children were given them: H. 
R. (subject), Nancy E., Temperance A., Thomas M., Mary A., William D., John 
W., Sarah J., Malinda c., Rebecca E., John C. and Amanda J. Temperance, 
Mary and John VV. are deceased, but the remainder are living and are well
respected citizens, following in the footsteps of their father whose honesty, 
uprightness and integrity were well known. Our subject passed his early life 
in Tennessee, ahd, owing to circumstances, received but a limited education. 
When twenty years of age he married Miss Nancy A. Smith, daughter of 
Daniel Smith, who was a native of Kentucky, but who died in this county a 
number <'Of years ago. His wife died in Kentucky, and he came to this county 
in 1856, dying here in 1875. To!\fr. and Mrs. Dickson were born eight chil
dren, three of whom are living: Gilbert, Ewell and Julia A. The boys are 
wealthy farmers of the State of Washington and Julia A. is the wife of Frank 
Dinkins, a farmer of this county. Mrs. Dickson passed away in 1862, and Mr. 
Dickson took for his second wife Temperance Fitzgerald, a native of North 
Carolina. Seven children were born to this union, viz.: Tennessee L., who is 
the .wife. of \Nilliam Wimpie, a farmer of this county; Thomas S., a man of a 
family, hves on the home place; Temperance L. married Dr. Frank Ellis, and 
is living.in the Nation; Eugene N., at home; and the remainder died young. 
Our ~ubJe~t ca:ne from Tennessee to this State in 1853, and located where he 
now lives, III Dickson Valley, named after him, he being the first man to settle 
there. .He was the first man to enter land in Reynolds County under the 
graduatIOn la~·. For four years he was assessor of the county, and for twelve 
years he was Justice of the peace. He has now a farm of 800 acres, and is one 
of the wealthiest men in the county. In politics he has ever been a strong 
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Republican and a man interested in the growth and upbuilding of the county. 
He is a member of the Barnesville Masonic Lodge. During the war he 
enlisted in the Twenty-ninth Missouri Infantry and served from July 12, 1862, 
until June 10, 1863. He was a good soldier. Mr. Dickson is chairman of the 
County Central Committee. 

D. F. THO:IIPSON. D. F. Thompson is the very efficient and popular 
sheriff of Christian County, is a man of energy, enterprise and judgment, and 
his career has been useful in the best sense of the term. He was born on the 
Willow Creek battleground, in Greene County, Mo., October 6, 1857, to the 
union of William and Mary A. (Heacheam) Thompson, who are now residing 
at Billings, this county. The parents came originally from Tennessee, the 
father having been born and reared in \Villiamson County, of that State, and after 
reaching the State of Missouri, in 1848, made a settlement on Wilson's Creek, 
where the father tilled the soil until 1861. After serving in the Home Guards 
for some time he enlisted in the Fourteenth Missouri Cavalry, and fought 
bravely for the Union for three years and eighteen days. He participated in 
many prominent battles, but owing to the injury to one of his arms he was 
discharged before the close of the war. Of the seven children born to his 
marriage two died in infancy. The original of this notice grew to manhood 
in Greene and Christian Counties, Mo., and received the rudiments of his edu
cation in the district schools of the same. Born on a farm, he involuntarily 
grew up with a better knowledge of agricultural affairs than one who was not 
reared to the life, and at an early period he was made to feel that he was 
equally responsible for harmony, justice, and equity in governmental affairs 
as in social relations. In 1877 he started out to make his own way in life and 
for some time worked on a farm. For five years he was constable of 
Lincoln Township, this county, and served in that capacity in a very satisfac
tory manner. In 1892 he was elected sheriff of the county by the Repub
lican party, and no man has filled thc position in a more satisfactory 
manner. He has always voted the Republican ticket and in all matters 
of moment he takes a decided interest. He was married in this county to 
Miss Nancy C. \Vise, daughter of Henry \Vise, of this county. Five children 
have been born to this union, one of whom is deceased. The others are: 
Henry G., Ada B., Malinda O. and Ida :VIay. Mr. Thompson and wife are 
members of the Christian Church and are highly esteemed citizens. Socially Mr. 
Thompson is an Odd Fellow, a member of Ozark Lodge No. 205. As sheriff 
of the county Mr. Thompson is active and fearless in the discharge of his duty 
and has had a number of important criminals under his charge. 

HON. CONRAD H. DRYER. The labor of compiling a review of the indus
trial institutions of Howell County, Mo., involves an arduous task, and no 
subject is found more worthy of the historian's attention than the mercantile 
trade, of which Hon. Conrad H. Dryer is a most honorable exponent. In 
addition to this he is a successful fo.J.lowp.r of the primitive occupation of man 
-farming-and the success which has attended his efforts is owing to his own 
good fighting qualities. He was born in Minden, Prussia, and many of his most 
worthy business qualities have been inherited from his worthy German ances
tors, that people which have so largely settled in the United States and are 
among hu most worthy and substantial citizens. His birth occurred June 21, 
1838. His parents, Conrad H. and Wilhelmina (Newman) Dryer, .vere born 
in France and Hesse Darmstadt, Germany, respectively, and were married in 
the city of Minden. During the French Revolution Mr. Dryer's people were 
driven from France and took refuge in Germany. Conrad H. Dryer, the 
father, died in that country in September, 1861, his occupation being that 
of hotel keeping and dealing in horses for the Government. He and his wife 
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became the parents of four children: Maximillian, who was kille? in the Hun
garian \Var; Conrad H.; Johanna, who died in Germany, the wI.fe of August 
Kuhlman, and Augusta, who died single. Conrad H. Dryer receIved a g~od 
common-schoo! education, and after finishing his education began prepanng 
himself for a sea-faring life, and in l853 made his iirs!. trip LV the United 
States, but during this voyage, a schoolmate of his, who had also expecte? to 
become a sailor was lost at sea and this caused Mr. Dn'er to abandon the Idea 
of the lite. After spending so~e time in ~ew OrleaIls, he went to Hickman, 
Ky .. and then worked on various river steamers for a time, as assIstant clerk, 
after which he clerked in a store. In the lVinter of 1855-56 he came to 'Webster 
County, Mo., where he followed clerking and farming up to 1858, when ~.:ro\VeIl 
Countv J:,ecame his home. He was married in 1360 to l'IIartha, daughter of Samuel 
and ?iillie Gunter, natives of Tennessee, \\"ho in 1850 removed to Oregon 
County, :'110., at which time the country was wild and unsettled. About 1853 
or 1854 they settled in what is known -as Gunter's Valley, which was named 
for him, 'lnd there lived until the war, when he moved to Oregon County, where 
he followed farming until his death in 1864. His widow died in Howell County 
in 1886. Her maiden name was Stone, and Stone River in Tennessee was 
named for her father, \Villiam Stone. :,\Irs. Dryer's brothers and sisters were: 
Da\'id K, who died in Jackson, Mo.; Ruthie, widow of l\1arshall Howell, lives 
in Arkansas; John was a soldier of the Confederate Army, and is dead; Mel
vina is the wife of James Burroughs; Tennessee is the wife of J. D. Barrett; 
Parzoda is the deceased wife of Thomas Bragg; and Samuel, who is a resident 
of Howell County, Mo. Mrs Dryer, born in \Voodbury, Cannon County, Tenn., 
is the r.wther of five children: Benjamin A., Conrad H., Dr. S., James D. 
and Sam. Judge Conrad H. Dryer is one of the pioneers of the county of 
Howell, and is one of its most substantial, best known and popular citizens. 
He settled on the farm on which he now lives over thirty-five years ago, but 
has not occupied it all the time. Soon after the war he opened a general store 
where VVhite Church now is, where he sold goods for many years, and was 
postmas~er of what was then Peace Valley Postoffice. In 1881 he removed to 
his farm and the postoffice was also removed thither, and he has since dis
charged the duties of postmaster and has continued to successfully sell general 
merchandise, being now one of the oldest merchants of the county. He was 
formerly one of the leading land owners of his section, but has divided much 
of his land among his children, although he still owns a comfortable compe
tency. He was an active Sputhern sympathizer during the war, and after being 
for some time in the State service, he enlisted in the First Missouri Infan
try, and operated in that State and in Arkansas. He was in command of a 
squadron of scouts about eighteen months during the latter part of his service 
and was in a number of hot engagements. He was captured three times, but 
soon managed to escape twice. The last time he was captured at Boonville, 
Mo., during the Price raid, and was imprisoned at Alton, Ill., until May IS, 
I865, when he was released and returned to his family in Oregon County, Mo. 
He was in public life a good many years, and in 1860 was elected assessor of 
Howell County, he being the first to fill that position. Soon after the war he 
sen'ed four years as public administrator, and from 1870 served two terms as 
associate justice of the County Court from the North District, and was then for 
four years presiding judge, which office he filled with dignity, intelligence 
and impartiality. He is a member of l\1t. Zion Lodge No. 327 of the A. F. & 
.~. :\~. at \Vest Plains and is also a member of Mazeppa Lodge of the A. O. 
U. \\. at that place. He has always been' a Democrat in politics, and his first 
preSidential vote was cast for Douglas in 1860, and for a good many years he 
was a very acti\'e worker for his party. He and his wife are members of the 
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Missionary Baptist Church, and are among the most highly respected people 
of their section. 

DAL H'-\RTI~. The subject of this sketch is a man who possesses a quality, 
the .value of whIch cannot be o\'e~estim<:-t.ed, and tfIat is the one of pleasing, 
or, 111 other words, an accommodatmg spmt, and thIS, coupled with his native 
intelligence, his faithfulness to his duties and his strict integrity, makes him a 
popular and most efficient official. He is ably filling the responsible positions 
of circuit clerk and country ecorder of Douglas County, Mo., and has been a 
resident of this section since 1868. He was born in Greene County, Mo .. June 
10, 1859, and his earliest ancestor of which he has any knowledge was his great
grandfather, James Hartin, who was born in Ireland, and was married there to 
Jennie Martin. Eventually, with their three children, they came from the Isle 
of Erin to this country and landed at Charleston, S. e., about the year 1790. 
The family finally settled in Sumner County, Tenn., and there they reared 
their children, whom they named as follows: James, John, Thomas, r\'athaniel, 
Archibald, Martin, Joseph e., William, Jane, Jennie, :\largaret and Mary Ann. 
The sons participated in some of the Indian wars which raged during the early 
settlement of that and other States, but have long since crossed the ri\'er of 
death, and their descendants are scattered oyer :\Iissouri, Arkansas, :Mississippi, 
Texas and Oregon. Archibald l\Iartin Hartin, a member of the aboye men
tioned family, was born in Sumner County, Tenn., October II, 1801, and was 
married in Lincoln County, Tenn., about the year 1824 to Malinda Joice Gib
son, who was born in Davidson County, Tenn., March 10, 1802. They eventu
ally moved to Greene County, Mo., and settled on Pearson Creek about the 
year 1836, and there Mr. Hartin followed his trade of carpentering and cabinet 
making. The family born to them were as follo\\'s: Eliza Jane, deceased; 
'William Alexander, who is living in Douglas County, IlIa.; John Hamilton is 
a farmer and stock raiser of Douglas County, Ore.; James Zenu is a successful 
medical practitioner of Dallas County, Tex.; Mary Dacia, deceased; Margaret 
Ann, deceased; and Sarah Elizabeth, who is living in Douglas County, .:\10., 
the wife of a well-to-do farmer and stockraiser. The father or these children 
died at the home of one of his sons in Illinois in 1867, and his wife passed 
from life in Greene County, IlIa., in 1862. Their son, William Alexander 
Hartin, was born in Lincoln County, Tenn., ':\Iay 18, 1828, and when about ten 
years of age was taken by his parents to IIIissouri, and grew up on a farm on 
Prairie Creek, in Greene County. He was initiated into the mysteries of farm
ing and carpentering by his father, and was following these peaceful pursuits 
when the great Civil War opened. He enlisted in the State Militia and served 
until the war closed, and in 1868 came to Douglas County, and up to within a 
short time has been engaged in farming. At the present time he is discharg
ing the duties of postmaster at Ray, and although not a stanch Republican in 
politics was formerly a Democrat. He was married in Greene County, :>.Io., 
December 6, 1849, to Minerva Jane Fagg, who was born in Rockingham 
County, N. e., January 21,1830, a daughter of Joel.and An:Y (Peoples) Fag!5, 
who were married about the year 1820, and settled In Rockmgham County, );i. 
e., where the father followed the calling of a farmer and tobacconist. He 
was a soldier in the \Var of 1812, and about 1847 remoyed with his family to 
Greene County, Mo., settled ten miles east of Springfield, and was there 
engaged in fanning up to 1855. He then sold his farm and muved to Springfield, 
located on St. Louis Street, and was there engaged in the manufacture of 
tobacco until 1867, when he once more moved to the country. He was twice a 
man of some wealth, but died in Christian County, :\10., a poor man. His wife's 
death preceded his a few months while she was visiting her daughter, Angeline, 
at Marshfield. They were worthy members of the Baptist Church and became 



564 A REMINISCENT HISTORY 

the parents of the following childre~: Edward and Pir:kne;:-, who died. in 
Georgia; James Harlow was drowned m th.e Arkansas I~l\:er I~ the. Indl~n 
Territory; Dalphon when last heard from, III 1880, was Ilvmg ;P. CalIfornIa; 
Permelia died in Greene County, Mo.; Mary died in ·Webster County, Mo.; 
Minerva Jane died in Douglas County, Mo., in 1887; Matilda Ann di~d i.n 
Louisiana; Pauline died in Springfield, Greene County, Mo., and An§;elllle IS 

living in Kansas City, Mo. To William A. Hartin and wife the folloWIng chil
dren were born: William Henrv, who was born in Greene County, Mo., Sep
tember 30, 1850, is a farmer and-mill man of Berry County; John Gabriel was 
born in Greene County, February 3, 1852, and is a farmer of Douglas County; 
Mary Malinda Amy was born in Laclede County, Mo., December 27, 1853, and 
is the wife of J. E. Smith, of this county; Angeline lvey was also born in 
Laclede County, February 22, 1856, and is the wife of A. Adams, of Christian 
County; Dalphon, subject of this sketch; Pauline was born in Greene County, 
January 2, 1862, and is the wife of I. S. Dickerson, of Dallas, Tex.; Ann was 
born in Greene County also, November 1 I, [864, and is the wife of B. B. Ran
dall, of St. Louis; Sarah Elvira was born in Greene County, September 16, 
1867; Thomas Nathaniel was born in Douglas County, Mo., February 21,1870, 
and Frederick Jerome was also born in Douglas County, September 24, [872, 
and resides in Dallas, Tex. \Villiam A. Hartin is a prominent Mason and is 
one of the old and highly honored citizens of the county. Dalphon Hartin, 
the immediate subject of this sketch, received a good education in his youth 
and in 1877 began the battle of life for himself as a farmer in Arkansas and 
Texas, and for about twelve years followed the occupations of fanning and 
school teaching, and now owns a good farm in the western part of the county. 
He was elected to the office of circuit clerk and recorder of Douglas County 
in November, 1890, and has since filled the position with marked ability, being 
elected on the third party ticket. He is a member of Ava Lodge No. 26 of 
the A. F. & A. 11. He was married in this county to Miss Dorcas Huffman, 
a daughter of Henry and Mary (Barger) Huffman, of Harrison County, Ind. 
The father died in Illinois in 1865, and the mother is living in this county, 
natives of Tennessee and Indiana, respectively. The paternal grandfather, 
Jesse Huffman, was a soldier of the \Var of 1812. Mrs. Hartin was one of the 
following children: Jesse, living in Indian Territory; Elizabeth, who is living 
in this county, the wife of George Gall; Ann; Evaline, who lives in Kansas, 
the wife of Thomas Gailey; Martha, wjfe of William Dewhirst, of this county; 
Henry F., of this county; Mary j., of Kansas, is the wife of Smith Gailey; 
Margaret is the wife of Thomas Benton, of this county, and Jacob, who also 
lives here. Mrs. Hartin is the youngest of this family and was born in this 
county. She and Mr. Hartin have a comfortable and pretty home in Ava, 
where they dispense a generous hospitality to their many friends. They have 
five children: Donald V., Mabel B., Claude L., Ada M. and Laties L. 

HENRY H. LEE. Pronlinent among the early pioneers of Christian County, 
Mo., stands th<; name of Henry H. Lee, whose thrift, enterprise and go-ahead
ativeness ha\·e placed him among the representative men of the county. He 
was born in Jackson County, Tenn., February 15, 1837, and his parents, James 
H. and Polly (Stafford) Lee, were natives of Tennessee also. Grandfather 
Lee :\·as an early pioneer of that State, and James H. grew to manhood and 
rr:a~ned there. In 185 I he en~igrated to Missouri, but previous to that he had 
vIsited the State and located l!1 Greene County, where he remained one year. 
He then returned to Tennessee, but in 185 [, as before mentioned, he came back 
to Missouri, making the journey by wagon, and located in Christian County. 
He. took up a farm of 160 acres, began improving, and remained on the same 
until 1875, when he sold out and bought a farm on Finley River, about eight 
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miles from Sparta. Or: this he passed th.e remainder of his days, dying in 1887. 
He was a strong Uillon man, and dunng the war was in the Home Guards. 
Almost all his life he had been a member of the Christian Church, and was 
well respected wherever he made his home. He became quite well to do as a 
farmer, which occupation he had followed all his life, but met with the usual 
hardships and privati?ns of pion:e:- settlers. In politics he was a strong 
Demo~rat. In ed~catIOnal and relIgIOus matters he took a deep interest, and 
gave lIberally of hIS means to further all worthy enterprises. The Lee family, 
ancestors of James H., resided in North Carolina, where they were early set
tlers, and the grandfather of our subject was a soldier in the Revolutionary 
War. The mother of our subject died about 1870, when about sixty years 
of age, and was a lifelong member of the Christian Church. Her father was 
one of the early settlers of Tennessee. The following children were born to 
Mr. and Mrs. Lee: Melvina, deceased, was the wife of John C. Stillings, a 
farmer of this county; Richard, a farmer, resides about six miles north of 
Sparta (he was in the Civil War); Henry H., subject; George W., a farmer, 
resides about six miles north of Sparta (was also a soldier in the Rebellion); 
Dicey, deceased, was the husband of Eliza Stafford of this county; Thomas, 
who was also a soldier, resides in the Indian Territory and is a farmer; John 
resides six miles north of Sparta where he has a farm; James, a farmer of this 
county, and Franklin, a farmer four miles west of Sparta. The original of this 
notice was about thirteen years of age when his parents settled in the Ozark 
Region, and although he had limited advantages he secured a fair education 
for that day. From an early age he was taught habits of industry and per
severance which have remained with him through life, and which have brought 
him substantial returns. In the year 1862 he enlisted in Company B, Twenty
fourth Missouri Infantry, served in the State service, and was a soldier during 
much of the war. He was in many prominent engagements and numerous 
skirmishes, and was discharged in 1864. Previous to this, in 1863, he married 
Miss Mary M. Hyde, daughter of Houston Hyde, who was killed in the Mar
maduke fight at Springfield. Mr. Hyde was one of the early settlers of this 
county and resided on Steward's Creek. His widow is still living, resides seven 
miles northeast of Sparta, and enjoys excellent health. They were the parents 
of four sons and two daughters as follows: William; Mary M., now Mrs. Lee; 
Jackson, Rachel, Joseph and Siegel. The Hyde family resided in Wright 
County for some time, but were well known in this county. Mrs. Lee was born 
in Wright County, but was reared in Christian County. After his marriage our 
subject bought a part of the Hyde farm as well as a portion of his father's 
estate, and tilled the soil there for a number of years. In 1875 he sold out and 
moved on the Finley, about three miles from Sparta, where he tilled the soil 
until 1887. At that date he came to Sparta and bought eighty acres adjoining 
the tOWIl. At present in connection with farming he is engaged in milling and 
is part owner of the Sparta Roller Mills. In past years lVlr. Lee has been one 
of the most extensive stock traders and raisers in the county. All his prop
erty is the result of hard work and perseverance on his part, and no man is 
more hiO'hly respected in the county. In politics he is with the Democratic 
party, b~t generally votes for the best man. He is a member of the 1. O. 0. F. 
lodge at Sparta. He and Mrs. Lee are members of the Christian ChUTCh, 
and he is a deacon in the same. Six children have been born to 1\1r. and Mrs. 
Lee, as follo\\'s: \Villiam, a farmer residing three miles north of Sparta, married 
Miss Nancy A. Bloomer, and they have four children; James, \\'ho is living on 
the same farm, married Miss DouO'las; Rachel, wife of James :\lilton, has one 
child, and resides on the Finley; S~muel M., single and at home, assists in the 
mill; and two died in infancy. Mr. Lee is the owner of 650 acres of fine land 
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in this county, and has given some land to his c~lildren. J:1e ranks among the 
largest property owners in the county, but what IS better stdl he has the respect 
and esteem of all who know him. 

R. W. CLINE. Few citizens of :\Iissouri are more highly favored in respect 
to mercantile establishment-sin size, purity and general excellence of stock, 
etc., than Forsyth. Among the leading establishments of this kind is that 
conducted by R. \V. Cline, which for the extent of its trade, the variety of its 
stock and the superiority of its goods is entitled to more than ordinary promi
nence and recognition. For a period of about sixteen years Mr. Cline has 
resided in Forsyth, and during that time he has won the esteem and respect of 
alL He was born in this State, Dallas County, March 23, 1858, and there grew 
to mature years and received his education. After reaching mature years he 
turned his attention to blacksmithing and followed that for about ten years, in 
Springfield, whither he had moved. In 1877 he came to Forsyth, opened up a 
blacksmith shop, and remained in that business up to 1887, when he embarked 
in merchandising and has met with fair success. Industrious and enterprising, 
all his property has been the result of much perseverance on his part. In 
politics he is a Republican, and socially he is an Odd Fellow, a member of 
Forsyth Lodge No. 293, in which he has held office. He owns a mill, and also 
resident property in Forsyth. He became proprietor of the Forsyth Roller 
Mills, which are located on Swamp Creek, and which turn out several good 
brands of flour. This mill has a double set of rollers, and a corn buhr and 
cotton gin, and is doing a good business. Mr. Cline married Miss Martha 
Barker, daughter of Sampson Barker (see sketch), and four children have 
blessed their union: Nellie, Minnie, Lillie and Richard. Mr. Cline is a son of 
Isaac and Polly A. (Newport) Cline, both natives of east Tennessee. About 
1852 this worthy couple moved to Dallas County, Mo., and the father died on 
the farm he had entered there, in 1892. During the \var he was in the Home 
Guards In political views he was a Republican. He made a good property, 
and the mother is still living on the old homestead in Dallas County. Six 
children were born to this couple, five of whom survive: John N., a blacksmith 
of Dallas County; A. N., a carpenter of that county; Mary, Mrs. Moore of 
Phelps, Lawrence County; R. W., our subject; Margaret died young, and James 
P., a blacksmith of Dallas County. The father was a blacksmith, but in con
nection was also engaged in farming. He was of German origin, his parents, 
John Cline and 'Nife, having emigrated from the old country to North Carolina. 
The Newport family is of English and Irish descent. Our subject lost his 
wife on the 21st of September, 1893, when thirty-four years of age, her birth 
occurring in Mendota, Va., in 1859- She remained in her native State until ten 
years of age and then carne with her parents to Forsyth, Mo., where she 
married our subject June I, 1879. She was an excellent woman and was 
surrounded by warm friends. 

JOH:::'. D. GRAVES. Mr. Graves is accounted a prosperous farmer and stock
man of ::.tone County, Mo., and like the majority of native Missourians he is 
p~o$ressive in his views and of an energetic temperament. He was born in 
LIvmgston County August 28, 1847, to the union of James C. and Lititia 
(\Vebber) Graves, the former a native of Virginia, born March IS, 1803, and 
the latter of Boone County, Ky., born October 10, 1808. The Graves family 
came originally from England and settled in the Old Dominion at a period 
anted.atin,~ t.h~ Revolution. Joseph Graves, our subject's grandfather, was 
born III V lrglllla, but at an early date moved to Kentucky with his family, and 
passed the rema~nder: of his days in Boone County. In that county James C. 
Graves, father ot subject, grew to mature years and married. In 1831 he carne 
to Livingston County when it was a wilderness, and was one of the first settlers 
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of the State. He became prominent in county affairs, and was sheriff of the 
same for some time. .He also hel? ~he offoice of justice of the peace for twenty 
years, and was an ul?ng~t, law-a~ldlllg cItIzen. He was a Democrat in politics 
and a man strong III hIs convIctIOns. Mrs. Graves' father, Phillip Webber, 
was a native of Wales, and came to the United States when a mere boy. 
During the Rev.ol'7ti.onary War he served as captain in the Light Horse 
Cavalry from Vlrglllla. At an early date he settled in Kentucky, was a 
pioneer there, and there passed the closing scenes of his life, dying when quite 
an aged man. Previous to his marriage to Miss Webber, the father of our 
subject had married a Miss Frances Chrisenberry, who bore him four children: 
William, Frances A., Joseph N. and Eliza J., only Joseph and Frances now 
living. The mother of our subject had also been married before to a Mr. 
Graig, by whom she had two children: Charles, who died on Platte River in 
1849, while on his way to California, and Ellen, who died young. By his 
marriage with Miss Webber, Mr. Graves became the father of the following 
children: Emily, deceased, married F. G. Work; Caroline resides in Livingston 
County, and is the wife of G. R. Brassfield; James B., who is residing at Cedar
vale, Kan., served three years in the Civil War, and for eighteen months was 
in Southern prisons, principally Andersonville (he enlisted in U. S. Grant's 
reg-iment in Illinois, now has a farm in Kansas, and is married); Harriet A., 
a resident of Livingston County, Mo., is the wife of H. H. Hughes; Sarah J., 
wife of M. H. Davis, resides in Idaho; John D., subject; and Horace, 
Angeline and Malissa died young. The parents of these children were 
members of the Missionary Baptist Church, and well thought of by all. Our 
subject spent his early life in his native county, and received but a limited 
education. When the war broke out he was but fourteen years of age, and he 
enlisted thirty days before the Eighth Missouri Cavalry was disbanded, but owing 
to this he did not serve. In selecting an occupation for life milling seemed to 
suit him, and he has followed that for the most part up to the present. He is 
a natural mechanic and a thorough millwright. In 188! he left his native 
county and located in Mercer County, Mo., where he followed milling and 
merchandising for some time. In 1889 he came to Stone County and located 
at Galena, where he built a steam mill. This he operated for two years, and 
then traded for a farm on vVhite River, Stone County. After living one year 
on this farm he bought another farm near Galena, and in 1893 moved to that. 
Mr. Graves owns a tract of land of about 500 acres on White River, with a 
mile and three-quarters river front, and he also owns a tract on the edge of 
Galena, where he now resides. In politics he has always affiliated with the 
Republican party, and he is a public-spirited and prominent citizen. He is a 
Mason, a member of Lodge No. 388, at Farmersville, Mo. Mr. Graves selected 
his wife in the person of Miss Ellen M. Hosman, who was born March 15, 
1857, to the union of James and Martha (Lydic) Hosman. Her parents were 
among the earliest settlers of Livingston County, Mo., where they reside at 
the present time. Mr. and Mrs. Graves' union has been blessed by the birth 
of five children: Mvrtle, wife of Dutton J. Reynold; James C., at home; Mattie, 
at school; Merle, at school; and Oliver, who died in Colorado when eighteen 
months old, while Mr. and Mrs. Graves were traveling through the West. 

VVILLTAM BROWN. Christian County has long had the reputation of being 
one of the best farming and stockraising counties in the State. Not only do 
the farmers here give much attention to these industries, but they are gener
ally men of enterprise and information who are well posted on all the current 
topics of the day. Prominent among tho.se W?~ have done their full share!n 
advancing every interest of the county IS WIlham Brown, who was born III 

Wilkes County, N. C., April 27, 1845, and is the youngest of four children born 
32 
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to Rufus B. and Ruth (Barnes) Brown. The other ch}ldren w~re nam~d. as 
follows: Sarah, single, died in Stone County; Nancy IS the wife of Wilham 
Pope, of Stone County, and Elias died in Arkansas when young. The early 
days of our subject were passed on a farm witl~ limited educatio,:al ad~ant~ges, 
and from the age of eight years he was reared III southwestern MISSOUri whither 
he had come with his parents. For a time he se~ved in the. Seventy-second 
Missouri State Militia, and was in a fight at Hemphill Barrens, 111 Stone COU1~ty. 
About 1868 he was married to Miss Eliza White, a daughter of Jonathan White, 
an old resident and prominent farmer of Stone County. Mrs. Brown was born 
in Tennessee, and died May 7, 1892. Eight children were the fruits of this 
union: Lizzie, deceased, was the wife of Sherman Vance; Robert, Peter, Lydia, 
Henry, George, Carrie and Emma. For two years after his marriage o.ur sub
ject resided on his father's farm in -Stone County, and then located on hiS pres
ent farm one mile south of Billings, where he now has 160 acres of well-improved 
land, on which is a pretty rural house and comfortable outbuildings. He has 
bought and fed considerable stock, principally hogs and cattle, and is one of 
the sturdy, honest farmers of Christian County. Socially he is a member of 
the ,. Knights of the Horse," and politically a Republican. In his religious 
views he is a l\Iethodist. His father, Rufus Brown, is one of the pioneers of 
Stone County. He was born in 'Nilkes County, N. c., January 9, ISI9, to the 
union of James and Nancy (Brookshire) Brown, natives of the Old North 
State, the father born in Wilkes and the mother in Randolph County. The 
entire lives of the parents were spent in that State. She was a worthy mem
ber of the Baptist Church. Mr. Brown was a farmer, and the son of James 
Brown; of North Carolina. The latter and wife passed all their days in North 
Carolina. They were the parents of ten children, as follows: joseph, Thomas, 
Frank, Eli, Samuel, james, Susan, Humphrey and Elizabeth. There was another 
not remembered. \Villiam Brookshire, father of Mrs. Nancy Brown, was a 
farmer, and died in Wilkes County, N. C. Rufus B. Brown, the father of our 
subject, was the twelfth in o-rder of birth of fourteen children: Eli, William, 
Rebecca, Nancy, Benjamin, james, john, Thomas, Joel, Elizabeth, Riley, 
Rufus B., \Vilson and Alfred. Rufus B. Brown was married first in 1841 to 
Miss Ruth Barnes, daughter of Brindley and Sally Barnes, who died in Wilkes 
County, N. C. Mrs. Brown was born in that county, and died in Christian 
County, Mo., in 1874. The following year Mr. Brown married Miss Susannah 
M. McCrosky, a native of Sullivan County, Tenn., born in 1832, and the 
daughter of William B. McCrosky, who came to Christian County just before 
the war. He was a farmer and died in this county. In ISSI Mr. Brown carne 
by ox-team to Greene County, Mo., and was six weeks and three days on the 
road. After lh-ing one year on Grand Prairie he located in the woods where 
he now resides, fifteen miles north of Galena, where he has 320 acres, 100 acres 
of which are cleared. He was one of the first settlers of this region, and is 
one of the best known citizens. He was an infantry man in the North Carolina 
Militia in an early day, and in 1S38 served in collecting the Indians of North 
Carolina, Georgia. Alabama, etc., and delivering them over to the cavalry for 
removal west. He served three years in the Civil War, and was mustered out 
March IS, 1865. He was first in Company F, Fourteenth Missouri State 
Militia. about a year, and then in Company B, Eighth lVIissouri State Militia, 
until the close, operating in Missouri and Arkansas. He was in the Marmaduke 
fight at Springfield and one at Ozark. Although in many skirmishes and engage
ments he was r;e"er captured or wounded. He and wife are worthy members 
of the MethodIst Church, and although formerly a Democrat in politics, he is 
now in un!0:t with the Republican p~rty. Mrs .. William Brown's father, jona
than D. White, was one of the promll1ent farmers of Stone County. He was 
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born in Roane County, Tenn., in 1814, to the marriage of Joseph D. and Margaret 
(Coffer) White. Joseph D. White died at Mobile, Ala., while a soldier under 
Jackson, in the War of 1812. He was a teacher and a son of William White 
who died in North Carolina. Joel Coffer, the maternal grandfather of Mr: 
White, died in North Carolina, as did his wife. Jonathan D. \\,hite was married 
in 1841 to Miss Elizabeth Ann Estes, daughter of John C. Estes. He was one 
of the early settlers of Stone County, and one of its most extensive farmers. 

JAMES P. LEE. The above worthy gentleman is a member of the well 
known firm of Merrick & Lee, general merchants at Swan, Mo., and is noted for 
honorable, upright dealing. He is a business man of high ability, a most reli
able authority on all matters connected with his line, and a popular citizen, 
who deservedly enjoys the confidence and respect of a wide and constantly 
increasing circle. He is also engaged in farming and is as successful in that as 
he is in his business. Mr. Lee was born in Washington County, Penn., in 1855, 
and is a son of Arnold H. and Sarah A. (Perrine) Lee, natives of Washington 
County, Penn., also. In that county the parents resided for many years and 
then came to Greene County, Mo., where the father was killed in the 1Iarshfield 
cyclone. He was a farmer and stockraiser and a man universally esteemed. 
He came of the old Virginia stock of Lees, and his father, Henry Lee, born in 
that State, died in West Virginia. The father was a cabinet maker by 
trade, and a soldier in the \,var of 1812. Isaac Perrine, the maternal grand
father, was probably born in \\'ashington County, Penn., where he passed 
his life as a farmer and merchant. The parents of our subject reared six 
children, as follows: Samuel S., of Sparta; Rachel, of Spokane, Wash.; 
Elizabeth, also of Spokane; James P., our subject; Robert E., also in the 
State of Washington; Laura, wife of Chas. Browner, of Spokane; and two died 
in infancy, one being the eldest of the family. Our subject received a limited 
education in youth and when seven years of age began contributing to his own 
support, working for an uncle, who was a sheep dealer, for three years. The 
carver of his own destiny, Mr. Lee has made it an honorable one. He 
remained several years with his uncles, with but very little schooling, and 
finally decided that he could do better with strangers. He then farmed for 
about ten years, and then seeing that education was the open sesame to the 
storehouse of riches and success, he lost no opportunity of gathering practi
cal knowledge, and attended school for some time. In 1876 he came to Chris
tian County and engaged in agricultural pursuits until 1890, since which time 
he has been engaged in merchandising at Swan, but also carries on farming 
and stock dealing. He is doing a good business and is a popular man. On 
the 11th of August. r878, Mr. Lee was married to Miss Alfredine A. Meyers. a 
native of Summit County, Ohio, and the daughter of Henry W. Meyers. Mr. 
Lee is an Odd Fellow, a member of Sparta Lodge No. 424, and is passing 
through the chairs. He is wide-awake and thoroughgoing, and by his indus
try, economy and good management has become well off. He assisted in sup
porting the family for some years before starting out for himself. 

HaN. JOHN H. ANDERSON. This part of Missouri has proved a mine of 
wealth to thousands of industrious and earnest farmers who have come hither 
from the East and by dint of hard work and enterprise have developed the 
resources which nature so liberally provided. Among these is John H. Ander
son, who was born in North Carolina, in r826, to the marriage of vVilliam and 
Jane (Scruggs) Anderson, natives of the Palmetto State, w~ere t~ey were 
reared' and married. Later the parents moved to the Old lI;orth State and 
from there to Georgia, where they remained a few years. \v~hen our su~ject 
was five or six years of age the parents came by team to what IS now MOlllteau 
County, Mo .• when that was thinly settled, and in 1846 removed from there 
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to Taney, now Stone County, and settled on Crane Cree~. There they 
remained until the war, and in 1862 he removed with three of hIs sons to Texas. 
His death occurred at Ft. Griffin, Shackleford County, Tex., about 1883, when 
seventy-seven years of age. He followed farming through life and met with 
fair success. His father, Noble Anderson, was born in South Carolina, and his 
grandfather was a Revolutionary soldier. The mother of our subject died in 
the Lone Star State about 1886. Mr. and Mrs. Anderson were the parents of 
nine children: John H., subject; Polly, wife of David P. Parker, died at Aurora; 
Francis M., a farmer of Blanco County, Tex.; David died in Texas; Parsedda 
Trammell, of Texas; l\1artha Ann, deceased, was the wife of Hiram Leath; 
James N., of Brown County, Tex.; \VilI.iam c., also of .Brown County, T~x., 
and Elizabeth, deceased, who was the wde of J. c. C. SImpson. Our subject 
was reared on a farm, secured a fair English education, and in 1846 came with 
his parents to what is now Stone County, Mo. In 1848 he married Miss Eliz
abeth Wright, daughter of Aaron Wright, who died in Tennessee. Mrs. 
Anderson died July 3, 1880. She was a member of the Missionary Baptist 
Church. Six children were born to this union: Nancy J. died young; David 
P. died when young; Adam, of Washington; Thomas B., of Stone County; 
Martha A., wife of Allen Gold, of Stone County, and an infant died unnamed. 
January 2, 1881, Mr. Anderson married Mrs. Eveline Gobel, daughter of Jere
miah Trice, a native of North Carolina, but who moved to Stone County after 
the war and spent his last days here. Four children have been born to the 
second union: John \V., Bertha, Elizabeth and James Henry. With the excep
tion of a few years during the war Mr. Anderson has lived on his present farm 
since 1848. He has 200 acres on Crane Creek, eight miles north of Galena, 
and is one of the pioneel's and among- the best known men of the county. He 
was justice of the peace for a number of years prior to the Rebellion, and dur
ing the exciting time attending the war he served in the Home Guards in 
1861 and in July, 1862, he joined the l\lissouri State Militia. Still later he 
joined the Seventh Provisional, served as sergeant, and was mostly on scout
ing expeditions but was never captured 01 wounded. During the war he was 
elected as county judge but did not qualify as he was in the service. A num
ber of years after the war he served a year as associate justice of the county 
Court, and then two years as presiding justice of the County Court and 
ex-officio probate judge. Previous to the war he was a Democrat, but since 
then he has been a Republican, although not an active politician nor an aspir
ant for official honors. 

\VILLIAM A. MERRITT. One of the honorable old pioneers of southwest 
Missouri is \Villiam A. Merritt, who was born January 24, r837, a son of Audrey 
and Jane (Porter) l'IIerritt, who were among the first white people to marry in 
Christian County, Mo. The paternal grandfather died in Kentucky, after 
which his son, Audrey Merritt, went to Christian County, Mo., which section 
he helped to survey. He was a hunter and farmer and died in 1839. The 
mother died about 1845, after having borne her husband three children: 
Joseph P., who is living in Marionville, Lawrence County, Mo., was a soldier 
in the Union Army during the war, and William A being the only ones living. 
The eldest died in early childhood. William A Merritt was reared in Chris
tian Coun~y and in early manhood began clerking in a store, but in ISS7 
embarked III the mercantile business on his own responsibility and was in 
business until the opening of the Civil \Var. He then closed his business and 
in 18~ crossed th~ plain~ to Leadville, where he engaged in mining, and was 
later J:lred to cut timber m the Go,,:ernrr;ent service on the frontier and helped 
to bUIld Fort Garland. He remamed III the \Vest until the war closed then 
opened a lumber yard in Texas, and at a still later period was engaged i~ driv-
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ing cattle across the plains. In July, 1868. he returned to ~Iissouri and built 
a saw mill on \Vhite River, which he operated successfully for a year and then 
sold and ,went to fan1l1ng. In 1875 he was married to l'Iliss Louise Greer, a 
daughter of David V. and Frances (Hart) Greer. who removed from Ten
nessee to Texas at an early day, the father's death occurring in the Lone Star 
State. The mother came to Missouri about 1853 and settled in Christian 
County, where she was called from life in 1879. Mrs. J'lIerritt was a child when 
she ea.me to Christian County, Mo., having been born in San Augustine County, 
Tex., In 1847. She has borne her husband four children: William R., born 
November 19, [S7S; Ella lVI., born lVIay I, 1879; Lillie J .. born June [5, [S82, 
an.d Fred, born February IS, IS86. In politics IV1r. Merritt has aka}'s sympa
thIzed and supported the measures of Democracy, and socially he has for some 
time been connected with the A. F. & A. III. Throughout life he has followed 
the honorable occupation of farming, has been successful, and is no\\' the owner 
of a fine and well-tilled farm of 273 acres in the southwest part of Douglas 
County. 

G. T. B. PERJ{\', The practical \'alue of shrewdness and discrimination 
combined with strict probity is exemplified in the prosperous condition of 
those who transact business on these principles. 1\1r. G. T. B. Perry. a prom
inent general merchant of Ozark, has a reputation for honorable dealing 
built up out of the practice of these invaluable principles. He is a product 
of the Blue Grass soil of Kentucky, Logan County, near Russellville, and is 
a son of John T. and Mary E. (Ewing) Perry, both natives of Kentucky. 
The grandfather, Samuel Perry, was a native of Virginia, and the family came 
ft'om the East and settled in Kentuckv at an early da\'. The father of our sub
ject was reared in the last named State and renlaiIl<:;d there until 1867, when 
he came to Missouri, locating; two miles west of Ozark, on the Finley River. 
There he tilled the soil until his death in 1873. He was a wagon-maker by 
trade and followed that while residing in Kentucky. In political matters he 
was a Democrat, but was conservative and was not in fa\'or of secessiGn. He 
was an exemplary member of the Christian Church. The mother was the 
only child of \Villiam Ewing and came of an old and prominent Kentucky 
family, being related to Congressman Ewing of that State. l\Irs. Perry is still 
living and resides on the old home in Ozark. Although about seventy years 
of age time has dealt leniently with her and she is still spry and active. Six 
of the children born to this esteemed couple are now living, as follo\\'s: 
Amanda J., now Mrs. Perrin, of Kentucky; William E., who died in 1883, 
resided on the old home place; G. T. B., subject; Quietus, on the home place; 
Alfred is living at Nixa, this county; Rad, who is in the Cherokee )1ation; 
James R., who died young; John B. died in 1882, and Mamie, wife of :'IIr. 
Simes, resides in Clinton, Mo. Mrs. Perry is a member of the Presbyterian 
Church, is an active and earnest Christian and an excellent woman. G. T. B. 
Perry remained in his native State until seventeen years of age, and during 
that time supplemented a common-school education by attending Bethel Col
lege in Russellville, Ky. After leaving school he became a teacher, following 
that profession for twelve years in Christian and Greene Counties, 1\10., in 
Arkansas and in the Nation. He became well known as a successful educa
tor all over the Southwest, and his services were in great demand. He began 
teaching in Ozark in [868 and continued there until 1880, when he embarked 
in merchandising the following year. He is now doing an annual business of 
from $ 16,000 to $20,000, and has proven himself a gentleman of honorable 
principles, possessing the full trust of his patrons. 1\11". Perry is active in 
political matters and advocates the platform of the Democratic party. He 
was elected to the office of county treasurer in 1882 and held that position 
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four years. \Vhile he lived in Newton County he held the office of township 
derk. As before stated, he taught in the Cherokee Nation four years and 
educated a large number of Indians. Fraternally Mr. Perry has been a mem
ber of the 1. O. O. F. since 1873, and has held the office of secretary. He is a 
member of Finley Lodge No. 205, and is also a member .of the R,?yal Arc~
num. In the month of August, 186g, Mr. Perry was marned to !'II1SS Na!lDle 
A. \Nilliams, a native of Kentucky, and the daughter of Robert H. and Erna
line (Bailey) Williams. Four children have blessed this uni.on: .Grace F., 
the wife of]. B. Hampton, of Springfield, 1\1o.;John F., attendlIlg hIgh school 
at Springfield; Rose F., also In :,chool, and Mona G .. in s~hool. In the .spring 
of 1887 }'1r. Perry moved to Spnngfield to educate hIs chIldren. and resIdes at 
719 North Campbell Street. He owns property in that city as well as in other 
places, and is a prosperous business man. He has given his hearty. support 
to enterprise for the improvement and building. up of Ozark, and I~ d.eeply 
interested in educational matters. He and famIly hold membershIp III the 
Christian Church. 

]. J\1. GlDEOX, 1\1. D. There is generally a wide diversity of opinion 
among people outside of the medical profession in their estimate of the skill 
and abiiity of a particular physician. A family is likely to pin its faith on one 
practitioner and distrust all the rest. If there is a member of the profession 
in Ozark who has success-fully fought down this prejudice and now stands 
secure in the confidence and high esteem of the general public, that man is 
Dr.]. :\1. Gideon, a man whose research in 'the field of science has produced 
such remarkable results as to lea\'e no question of his intellectual greatness. 
The Doctor was born on the old home of the family near Ozark, in Christian 
County, December II, 1855, and until fourteen years of age he spent his life 
on the farm. He then went to the Hoosier State and attended school in 
Howard County for a year or so, after which he returned to Christian County 
and again entered the schoolroom. \Vhen eighteen years of age he began the 
study of medicine under Dr. Parker, of Ozark, and remained in his office 
for about a year. After that he began practicing at Kirbyville, Taney County, 
remained there one year and then went to Galena, the county seat of Stone 
County, where he practiced his profession for two years. Later he moved to 
Highlandville, Christian County, and for twe!\'e years was in active practice 
there, but during that time he located in Clinton County, Ind., where he 
practiced for a short time. In the year IS93 he came to Ozark and from the 
first had a successful practice. In his medical work the Doctor has been at all 
times progressive, keeping himself well up in the medical literature of the day, 
and as a citizen he is ever loyal to the interests of the community in which he 
lives. being ever ready to assist in any liberal and public-spirited movement. 
In all pyblic affairs he is recognized as a man of strong character, advanced 
ideas and sound judgment. and is as popular socially as he is professionally, 
counting among his warm personal friends many of the best people of Ozark. 
Socially he is an Odd Fellow, a member of the lodge at Ozark, and in politics 
he is a Republican. Dr. Gideon was married in Highlandville to Miss Ottie 
Handy, a native of Christian County, born in the year 1872, and the daughter 
of Thomas and Elizabeth (KeltneF) Handy, pioneers of the county. Two 
children are the fruits of this union: Orion and Pryor. The Doctor and Mrs. 
Gideon are members of the Christian Church and reside at Ozark, where they 
are highly esteemed. The Gideon family is one of the pioneer families of the 
Ozark Regioll and the Doctor and his brothers are men well respected byall. The 
Doctor gives his time principally to the practice of his profession and is one 
of the leading physicians in southwest Missouri. At his first marriacre Dr. 
Gideon became the father of one child, Austin F., who is now seventeen'" years 
of age and who resides in Oregon. 
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ISAAC PRESTON LOONEY. The subject of this biographical notice is an 
honorable and progressive farmer, and as such no name in the memorial 
department of this work is more worthy of mention. He was born in Roane 
County, Tenn., in 1831, a son of John and Lucinda (Edrington) Looney, both 
of whom were natives of east Tennessee. The father was a carpenter and 
farmer by occupation, and when the subject of this sketch was a child removed 
with his family to Franklin County, Ala., and there made his home until 1853. 
They next located in Smith County, Tex., where both parents eventually 
passed from life, the father at the age of fifty-one and the mother when fifty
four years of age. Isaac Preston Loonev was the eldest of their nine chil
dren, and attained manhood in Franklin County, Ala. In 1852 he left home 
and came to Arkansas with the intention of making his home here, and made 
his first location near Timbo on what is now Frank's place. He did most of 
the clearing on that land, but left that place in 1865 and lived near Mt. View 
until 1868, \\ hen he located on -the farm on which he now resides, which con
sists of 130 acres of some of the finest land in the county. In May, 1862, he 
joined Schaler's regiment, Company F, with which he served faithfully for 
two years as lieutenant. He then returned home and joined Coffee's regi
ment, and was from first to last with Gen. Price. He took part in many skir
mishes and was in all the principal battles of the Price raid through Missouri. 
He was not wounded nor taken prisoner during his service, but was always 
found ready for duty and faithful in the discharge of all tasks assigned him. He 
returned home to find himself totally without means after the war had closed, 
but, nothing daunted, he set energetically to work to retrieve his fortunes, and 
to know that he has been successful it is but necessary to cast a glance over 
his fine farm. His present possessions have been acquired through his own 
efforts, and his fine farm is situated eight miles west of Mt. View. He was 
married in Searcy County February 10, 18S3, to Miss Mary Ham, of this city, 
daughter of Blasingame Ham. She was born in McNairy County, Tenn., and 
has borne her husband eleven children, ten of whom are living, seven sons 
and three daughters. Mr. Looney is a member of Blue Mountain Lodge No. 
202, of the A. F. & A. M., and also of the 1. O. O. F. Politically he is a Dem
ocrat. 

HENRY]. HINKLE. No better proof of the advancement of Sparta in the 
last few years can be shown than the dimensions which the hardware trade 
has assumed. Among those prominently engaged in that line of business in 
the county is Henry J. Hinkle, who is a gentleman of standing and repute, 
his business being the outgrowth of his own energy and push. lVIr. Hinkle was 
born in Fremont County, Iowa, ]\![arch R, I 856, a.nd is a son of William and 
Alvira (Winstow) Hinkle. The elder Hinkle was a native of the Keystone 
State and of German descent. The father moved from his native State to Iowa 
and from there to Lawrence County, Mo., where he remained until 1870, and 
then settled in Taney County, that State. There his death occurred in 1876. 
He was a blacksmith and followed that together with farming all his life. The 
mother is still living and finds a comfortable home with our subject. She was 
also a native of Pennsylvania. Eleven children, seven of whom are living, were 
born to this worthy couple. They were named as follows: Henry, subject; 
Frank, who is a farmer near Sparta; Albert, residing in Taney County; Minnie, 
the wife of Mac Adair, of Indian Territory; Daniel, a farmer of Taney County; 
Ida, the wife of George Bullock, of Clay County; Lillie, a widow, residing in 
Clay County; ] ames, Mahala, and two infants deceased. The family attend 
the Christian Church, and in politics the father is a RepUblican. He was a 
wealthy man, a good citizen, and was well liked by all acquainted with him. 
With credit to herself Mrs. Hinkle has reared a large family, and is a most 
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estimable lady. She is now about sixty years of age. .T~e ea~ly days of our 
subject were passed in Iowa, but he came to MIssouri with h.ls parents a.nd 
secured a fair education in this State. He learned the blacksmith's trade with 
his father and when grown started a shop for himself i.n Taney County at KiT
byville, where he remained for six years. He then emigrated to Texas ~anJ m 
connection with his trade carried on farming. About 1883 he came to Sparta, 
Mo., and opened a shop, working at his trade until about 1892. He the.n 
embarked in the hardware business, and has been unusually successful In thIs 
pursuit. He started a hotel and is proprietor of the same at the 'pr~s~nt 
time. Since the age of sixteen years he has been a member of the Chnstlan 
Church and has ever contributed liberally to its support. Politically he is a 
Republican. He has a pleasant and comfortable home in Spar~a and this .is 
presided over by his wife, formerly Miss Ellen Stephens, a native of Illmols, 
and the daughter of Thomas A. and Elizabeth (Davis) Stevens, of Taney 
County. Mr. and Mrs. Hinkle became the parents of five children. two dying 
in infancy. The others are William T .• Jasper N. and Tulela A. Mrs. Hinkle 
is a lady of much business capacity, and performs the duties of landlady with 
much command and ability. Mr. Hinkle carried a stock of goods valued at 
about $3,000 until December, 1893, when Mr. James B. Dixon bought a half 
interest. They are both influential business men and are making a success of 
the hardware business. 

J. M. HAWORTH. The locality in which Forsyth is situated is indeed fort
unate in having among its citizens such a man as Mr. Haworth is conceded to 
be, for his connection with the interests of the county, both as a minister of 
the Gospel, business man and agriculturist, has proven of much benefit and 
influence. He inherits much of his energy and push from his Irish ancestors, 
his grandfather having been a native of the Emerald Isle, and having emigrated 
to the United States at a period antedating the Revolutionary ·War, in which 
he served with distinction. He took up land in North Carolina and there 
passed the remainder of his days. His son, McCogie Haworth, was born in the 
Old North State in 1797, but left that State with his parents and emigrated to 
Wilson County, Tenn. From there he subsequently moved to Parke County, 
Ind., but later returned to Tennessee, where he remained until 1853, when he 
carne to this county. Here his death occurred in 1869. He was a blacksmith 
and wagon maker by trade and ran a shop in Taney County a number of years. 
He was also a farmer, owning a good tract of land in this county, the same 
being now owned by his sons, and he became well off. He selected his wife 
in the person of Miss Edna Winn, a native of Virginia, born in 1812, and the 
daughter of both a Revolutionary and War of 1812 soldier. She died in this 
county in 1872, after having been a lifelong and earnest member of the Mis
sionary Baptist Church. Mr. and Mrs. Haworth were the parents of the fol
lowing children: Benjamin F., who died in 1873, was a man of a family and 
resided in Ballard County, Ky.; Joseph L., who died in Ballard County, Ky., 
in 1880, was also married; Telitha, widow of Jacob Nave, of Boone County, 
Ark., is living on a farm; Jonas R., a soldier in the Confederate Army, was 
killed in Boone County, Ark., in 1865; Martha A., the wife of W. E. Moore, 
resides on a farm in this county; Mary E., is the wife of Benjamin Johnson, of 
Taney County; Richard M. J. died when young; J. F. deceased, was the wife 
of W. ~. Moore; Sarah Margal-et, who died young; an infant died unnamed; 
our subject, and another infant. The Haworth family settled on White River 
after corning to this country, and there the father became the owner of 120 
acre;; of land. The o.riginal of this notice was born in Parke County, Ind., 
Apnl6, 1835, and as hIS parents returned to Tennessee he received a limited 
education in the schools of Wilson County, that State. He began his career as 
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a farmer in Ballard County, Ky., in 1856, and remained there until 1865, when 
he .came back to Taney County and made his home with his parents. After 
theIr ~e~ths he !Jought a farm about a mile from towll, and in I SS4 engaged in 
the m!lhng bus1l1ess. Later he sold out and in 1887 became connected in 
business with Parrish Boswell, and still continues with this firm. He 
owns a good farm on \Vhite River, below town, and in connection with aari
cultur~l. pursu,its is engaged in stockraising. He is now residing in Forsyth. 
In pohtlcs he IS a Democrat. He has held the office of justice of the peace, 
was appointed associate judge of the \Vest District, and in 1876 he was elected 
to the Twenty-ninth General Assembly. Mr. Haworth was made a Mason in 
Kentu~ky, and is a member of Forsyth Lodge No. 453. He is an elder in the 
Chnstlan Church, and one of the useful and representative citizens. While 
residing in Kentucky he was married to Miss Mary E. Howell, who was born 
in Wilson County, Tenn., in 1838, and who was a daughter of Caleb and iHar
garet Howell, early settlers of Tennessee. The father was born in Virginia, 
and was a soldier in the \Var of 1812. He was a farmer and spent his entire 
life in following that pursuit, dying in Kentucky in 1856. His widow died in 
Kentucky in 1864. Mr. and Mrs. Haworth have no children of their own, but 
they reared two orphan children: John Haworth, son of Benjamin Haworth, 
and William Bell. They are now rearing another child, Benton----. Mr. 
and Mrs. Haworth are prominent in church work and are excellent citizens. 

B. V. MORRIS. He whose name heads this sketch is not onlya gentleman 
in every sense of the word, but as a business man is shrewd, practical and far
seeing, well qualified to discharge the necessary duties of life and well adapted 
to the active life he has led. He was born October 4, 1848, a son of Isaiah 
and Mary A. (Vaughn) Morris, both of whom were born in the BuckeyeState, 
the former being a native of Columbiana County, and a son of Abraham and 
Mary (Heisler) Morris. Abraham Morris was born in New Jersey, in which 
State the family settled during the days of the Revolutionary War, the great
grandfather being a Hessian soldier. From Ohio Isaiah Morris moved to 
Iowa in 185 I, and after residing in Renton County until 1872 he came to Ozark 
County, Mo., and for some time made his home at Rockbridge, taking up his 
residence in Jasper County the following year, where he is now living retired 
from the active duties of life. He followed various occupations throughout 
life, but was extensively engaged in the real estate business, at which he 
acquired a handsome competency. He served for some time in the Forty
seventh Iowa Volunteer Infantry. In 1856 his wife died, she having been a 
daughter of James and Rhoda Vaughn, who belonged to one of the old fami
lies of Virginia, in which State they were born. B. V. Morris was the eldest 
of three chfldren born to his parents, the other members being Harriette and 
William P., who died young, but he has one half brother, Oliver B., who is a 
resident of Joplin, Mo. His early days were spent in attending the common 
schools of Iowa, during which time he gained a good business education. At 
an early age he began serving an apprenticeship at the tinsmith busi~ess, but 
after locating with his father at Rockbridge, Mo., in 18i2, he turned hIS atten
tion to merchandising, but two years later returned to Iowa. After remaining 
in that State one year he once more returned to Missouri and is now, in a 
modest way, engaged in merchandising, but as he is a man of determination, 
push and enterprise, coupled with the strictest honesty, he will without doubt 
make a success of his undertaking, for he is already being liberally patronized, 
and is doinO" the largest business of the kind in the county, amounting to 
about $30,030 per ye~r. He keeps a general line of goods and is quite an 
extensive dealer in agricultural implements, making a specialty of the fam?us 
South Bend (Ind.) plow. He has just completed a commodIOus store buJ!d-
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ing 48x90 feet. It is a splendidly finished two-story glass front building, and 
has one room 24x60 feet fitted up as a public hall, to be used by the public free 
of charge. He is the owner of a saw mill which has a capacity of 5,000 f,:et, 
and a grist mill which has a capacity of fifty barrels per day, the latter bemg 
fitted up with three sets of double rollers, which makes it a strictly first-class 
plant. His was the first roller mill put up in. the ~ounty, and in connection 
with it he successfullv operates a corn meal mILl. HIs brands of flour are very 
popular and are kno'wn as the "Choice Family" and the "Gold Dust." He is 
the proprietor of an excellent cotton gin which has a capacity of seven bales 
per day, and considering the different occupations in which he is engaged he 
is doing the largest business of anyone man in th~ county. He is ~he pioneer 
merchant of Rockbridge, is one of the most actIve busmess men 111 southern 
Missouri, and as his place of business is about eighteen miles from Gainesville, 
his patronage extends over a large tract of country. He has always been an . 
active Republican in politics, held the office of county treasurer from 1880 to 
1882, and has been the postmaster of Rockbridge for quite a number of years 
under both Republican and Democratic rule. Socially he is a member of 
Robert Burns Lodge No. 496, of the A. F. & A. M., at Gainesville, and has 
been a member of the 1. O. O. F. He was married in Iowa to Miss Alfaretta, 
daughter of Aaron and Sinah Shinn, natives of Ohio, the former being now 
deceased, and their union was celebrated in 1869. A year later his wife died, 
and in 1872 he married Eliza ]., daughter of Joseph and Sarah A. (Putney) 
Shelley, the former of whom was born in the Old North State and was an early 
settler of Indiana, from which State he removed to Iowa County, Iowa, in 
1855, where he and his wife both passed hom life. Mrs. Morris was born in 
Indiana, but was reared in Iowa. Her grandfather, John Putney, as well as 
his wife, were natives of France, but were early emigrants to Virginia, and 
from that State he enlisted in the \Var of 1812. He was a first cousin of Com
modore Perry. 1\1rs. l'IIorris was the tenth of eleven children born to her 
parents, only four of whom survive: Mrs. Morris; Vlilliam D., in California, 
was a "Forty-niner" as was also his father; Bartlet, also a resident of California, 
and Rebecca (Webster). of Nebraska. 1'111'. and Mrs. Morris have four chil
dren: Edgar, Frank, Alta and Allie. Edgar is now twenty-one years old and 
has charge of his father's flouring mill. In August, 1884, Mr. Morris lost 
heavily by fire, his property not being insured, after which he had to start 
anew, but owing to the confidence which the people had in his capability and 
honesty, he was encouraged to again engage in business, and the magnificent 
property of which he is now the owner testifies to his good judgment. From 
18;6 to 1889 he was associated in business with "V. F. Dunn. 

GEORGE B. SHEPHERD. This gentleman is one of the prosperous farmers 
and successful merchants of Stone County, Mo., and has resided here since 
IS7!. coming thither from the vicinity of Ten'e Haute, Ind. He was born in 
Floyd County, Ky .• August 31, 1832, and was a son of David and Lucretia 
t Hale) Shepherd, both of whom were natives of Lee County, Va. They were 
among the early pioneers of the Blue Grass State, and made their settlement at 
the head of Licking River where they improved a farm, and where the father 
also followed the' calling of a stone mason and did considerable contracting in 
this line in Louisville and other large cities of Kentucky. He died in that 
State when nearly one hundred years old, having been a Henry Clay Whig 
throughout life. He became possessed of a considerable amount of worldly 
goods and was the owner of a good farm and mill. which at the time of his 
death came into the possession of his children, who are named as follows: 
Abram. John, Benjamin. Dicey, Elizabeth, Bryce H., Jacob, David, George B. 
and Polly. John, Bryce H., George B. and Polly are the surviving members of 
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this family. After the death of their mother the father took a second wife 
and by her had two children who are now living on the old homestead in 
Kentucky. The parents were members of the Christian Church and were 
highly esteemed in the section in which they resided. The paternal grand
father, Jonathan Shepherd, has a brother William, who was a colonel in the 
Revolutionary War, and was a participant in the battle of Bunker Hill. The 
maternal grandfather, Benjamin Hale, was of English descent, but a native of 
this country. The subject of this sketch was but a lad at the time he left 
home and settled in Indiana and became a well-to·do tiller of the soil in 
the Hoosier State. In that State he married his first wife in 1855, she being 
Cathenne Hawk, by whom he had two children: Zilpha A., who married and 
died many years ago; and George M., who lives in Texas. The mother of these 
children died in Indiana. In 1861 Mr. Shepherd enlisted in the Forty-third 
Indiana Volunteer Infantry as a member of Company A, and served throughout 
the war, the last two years being a member of the veteran service. He was a 
participant of thirteen important engagements, among which may be mentioned 
Helena and Saline River, and was in a number of small battles and skirmishes. 
After the war he returned to Indiana where he tilled the soil until 1871, when 
he came to Stone County, Mo., and purchased a farm which he has since 
increased to 260 acres, a portion of which is in the 'vVhite River bottom an'd on 
the James River. He has been the proprietor of his present mercantile estab
lishment since 1875, and in this as in his farming operations he has been suc
cessful. He is a prominent man of his section; has always been a stanch 
Republican in politics; has held the position of county judge forthe south part 
of the county; has held the office of justice of the peace for ten years, and 
held the office of postmaster of Radical for sixteen years under both Repub
lican and Democratic rule. 1\lr. Shepherd was married to his present wife, Mrs. 
Elizabeth (Bowman) Cox, in 1872, widow of Alexander B. Cox, who died 
shortly after the close of the war. She is a daughter of J. G. Bowman who was 
one of the early pioneers of Stone County, and was a man who became noted 
for his great strength, it being told of him that he at one time killed a female 
panther that sprung at him, with one blow of his fist. Mr. Bowman was killed 
by" bushwhackers during the war, and though he was a Union man in principle 
he took no part in the great conflict. He was a man of wealth, but much of 
his property was destroyed during the war, his house being burned and much 
of his personal property carried away. Mrs. Bowman was a Yoachim and 
was said to be the first white woman to locate in Stone County. Her father, 
Jacob Yoachim was the first settler of the County, and located on White River 
at the mouth of the James. By her first husband, Mr. Cox, she became the 
mother of three children: Frankie, wife of James Taylor;]. T., and Jeanette, 
wife of Baker Clark, of Texas. She had borne Mr. Shepherd six children: 
Nancy]., wife of O. B. McMonigle, of Stone County; James VI., Henry c., 
May, Florence, and Grant U. S., who died young. Mr. Shepherd's brother 
David lived in Stone County before the war, during which time he raised a 
company of Home Guards. He was a soldier of the Mexican \Var and died at 
Linn Creek, Mo. 

WILLIAM FRENCH. The French family are among the prominent of the 
early families of Christian County, Mo., and have for many years ranked 
among the leading agriculturists, in following which calling the male members 
of the family have been pronouncedly successful. William French, one of the 
early citizens of the county near Billings, is a native of Kentucky, born in 
Caldwell County, in 1835, to the union of Joseph and Lucy (Scott) French. 
The father was also a native of Kentucky and was a son of William and Jane 
(Ross) French, the former a descendant of German ancestors. The French 
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family came to the United States at an early day and made their home in the 
South until about 1800, when they came to Kt;ntucky. They became. very 
prominent there. The grandmother of our subject had. seven brothers !n the 
Revolutionary \Var. Joseph French, father of our subject, was reared. In th~ 
Blue Grass State and remained there until 1851, .when he came to M~ssourt, 
locating in Greene County (now Christian County), where h<; took up Go,:ern
ment land. This place was located about two and a half miles from BIllIngs. 
He had married Miss Scott in Kentuckv and their union was blessed by the 
birth of ten children, seven of whom are living: \Villiam, subject; Irene M., 
Joseph, Sarah J., Adelia c., Polly P., Geo:ge, Jan?es, .John and Luc):' J., who 
died when a child. The mother of these clllidren died In 1875 when sixty-five 
years of age. She was a daughter of Hubbard Scott and a native of Virginia. 
She was reared in Tennessee, whither her father had moved when she was 
small. Joseph French was a Democrat in his political views up to. the break
ing out of the Civil \Var, but later he affiliated with the Republican party. 
Three of his sons were in the war: George, Joseph and \Villiam. George, 
who was single, died near Nashville, Tenn., while in service. Joseph served 
about eighteen months in the United States service. Mr. French became a 
wealthy farmer and stockraiser and was ever public spirited and enterprising. 
He and his first wife experienced many of the hardships and privations of 
pioneer life, but were never weary with well doing. He was a member of the 
Baptist and she of the Christian Church. Mr. French's second marriage was 
with Miss Sarah Foster. He died in 1888, when eighty-three years of age. 
The original of this notice grew to mature years in Kentucky and received but 
a limited education. He was seventeen years of age when he came with his 
parents to this county and here he has remained ever since, witnessing the 
growth and improvement of his section and assisting materially in its advance
ment. He selected his wife in the person of Miss Martha Pettil, daughter of 
George H. and Jane (Cathrey) Pettil, and tl1eir union was celebrated in 1853. 
Her parents emigrated from Kentucky to this county about 1847 and here 
passed the remainder of their days. After marriage Mr. and Mrs. French 
located on the farm where they now live, and, with the exception of about six 
years spent in Billings, have remained here ever since. During the Civil War 
Mr. French enlisted for three months in the United States Army, but was dis
charged before his time was out. He held the rank of corporal. After leaving 
the army he was in the State Militia for some time. Until the breaking out of the 
war Mr. French was a stanch Democrat, but later he became a Republican and 
now he is with the People's party. He has ever been active in political mat
ters, was justice of the peace at an early day and is one of the honored and 
highly esteemed citizens of the county. He owns a good farm of 160 acres 
two miles north of Billings, adjoining the town, and he also has twenty-five 
acres where he ljves. He and family attend the Missionary Baptist Church, 
in which he is a deacon. All measures of morality, education, temperance 
and others of like nature find in him a strong advocate. By his first union 
he became the father of the following children: Julia A., wife of George H. 
Gardner; Irene M., wife of John L. Williams, of Greene County; William, a 
railroad man, is married; George W. resides east of Billings; Thomas, a single 
man, in Kansas; John, a resident of this county; Lucy J., wife of Benjamin 
Ealy, of this county, and Elizabeth, who is single and at home. Mr. French 
lost his first wife in 1888. His second marriage was with Miss Drucilla M. 
Sanders, who bore him three children: Paule, Charlotte C. and one died small. 
He is vice-commander of the post, G. A. R., and has held other offices. This 
family is one of the most influential ones of the county and its members have 
ever shown themselves to be useful and progressive citizens. 



OF THE OZARK REGION. 583 

JOSEPH C. BLAIR. The success which has attended the efforts of Mr. 
Blair in the various occupations he has filled is by no means a matter of 
chance, nor was he in any sense an especial favorite of fortune, for when he 
started out in life for himself he began near the bottom of the ladder. In his 
case fortune smiled upon him as an agriculturist and as a public official because 
of his untiring efforts, his close and intelligent application to his duties, and 
his uprightness and honesty, which should bring success under any circum
stances and in any field of labor. Mr. Blair is now the genial, courteous and 
capable county collector of Taney County, Mo., and was born in Harlan 
County, Ky., at the headwaters ofJ the Cumberland River, June 22, 1848. He 
was the eldest but one of a family of nine children born to Absalom and 
Nancy (Campbell) Blair. The father was also a native of Harlan County, 
Ky., born in 1816, and the son of Joseph Blair, who was a native of North Caro
lina. The latter married in North Carolina, and he and wife were early set
tlers of Kentucky, in which State he lived to a good old age, engaged in till
ing the soil. Absalom Blair became a farmer in his native county, and there 
passed his entire life, dying in 1886. He was a Republican in politics, and 
during the late war served eighteen months in Company F, Forty-seventh 
Kentucky Regiment. He was a good soldier and took part in some of the 
prominent battles. He married Miss Nancy Campbell, a native of Perry 
County, Ky., born in 1815, and the daughter of William Campbell and Eliza
beth (Cornett) Campbell. Mr. Campbell was a soldier in the War of 1812, 
and was with Jackson at New Orleans. In politics he affiliated with the Dem
ocratic party. He was a well known farmer of his county in Kentucky, and 
resided there all his life. His parents came originally from Georgia. Mrs. 
Blair is still living, is about seventy-three years of age, and finds a pleasant 
and comfortable home with our subject. Ten children were born to her mar
riage, as follows: William, married and resides in Harlan County, Ky., was 
a soldier in the Forty-seventh Kentucky Regiment during the war; Joseph c., 
subject; Enoch, a farmer and a resident of Kentucky, held the office of justice 
of the peace in his county for eight years; Elizabeth and Celia are deceased; 
Louis W., a farmer, resides on Big Beaver Creek; Sally and Polly, twins, are 
living in this county, the former the wife of John Huff, and Polly the wife of 
John M. Gates; John S., married and resides in this county, and· Absalom, 
married and resides in this county. The Blair family came to this county in 
1887, most of the members locating on Beaver Creek and Brown Branch, and 
all have good farms. Our subject spent his youth in his native county, attend
ing the common schools, and early became familiar with the duties of the 
farm. During the war he enlisted in Treadway's battalion of Kentucky Infan
try, and served six months, participating in many skirmishes. After the war 
he began farming in Perry County, Ky., and subsequently was married in 
Letcher County, that State, to Miss Charlotte Hall, a native of Kentucky, 
born October 28, 1848, and the daughter of Eli and Polly (Holcomb) Hall, 
natives of North Carolina, but early settlers of Tennessee. For about twenty 
years Mr. and Mrs. Blair lived in Perry County, Ky., and in 1889 came to 
Taney County, Mo., where they bought a farm on Beaver Creek, near Brad
leyville. This is one of the finest farms in the county and consists of 120 
acres with eighty acres under cultivation. Mr. Blair is engaged in general 
farming and stockraising, and is classed among the best citizens of the county. 
In his political views he is a stanch Republican, and in November, 1892, he 
was elected to the office of county collector. He has ever been interested in 
political matters, and while a resident of Kentucky was justice of the peace 
for eight or ten years. Nine children have been born to his marriage: Ira; 
Eli married a Miss Barnes; Absalom; Polly; William; Louis and Enoch (twins), 
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the latter now deceased; Jackson, deceased, and Boyd. Mr. and Mrs. Blair are 
excellent citizens and have the high regard of all who know them. 

THOMAS C. WADE. This wide-awake, energetic and capable county official 
is a native of Lawrence County, Mo., where he was born September 26, 1853, 
his parents, Joseph and Nancy (Sivley) Wade, having been born in Kentucky 
March 4, 1814, and Lawrence County, Ala., April II, r8!6, respectively. T?e 
paternal grandfather, William Wade, was also a Kentucktan. He was a soldier 
of the Revolution, and was also with Gen. Jackson at New Orleans. He was 
an early emigrant to Texas, where he died soon after the close of the Civil 
War. The early days of Joseph Wade were spent in his native State, but he 
was married and lived in Alabama for a few years. In 1852 he removed to 
Missouri and settled in Lawrence County; thence to Carroll County, Ark., 
and a few years later took up his residence in Webster County, Mo., finally 
settling in Greene County, fourteen miles west of Springfield, on Grand Prairie. 
His last move was to Christian County, where he died January 19, 1888. He 
made farming his life occupation, at which he secured a competency, for he 
was industrious and thrifty in all his ways, and he became well known and 
highly respected throughout southwest Missouri. Politically he was a Repub
lican, socially a member of the A. F. & A. M., and in religion was a Methodist, 
of which church he was long a member. Mrs. \Vade was a daughter of one of 
the early pioneers of Alabama, and was called from life on the 26th of March, 
1883, at which time she was an earnest and consistent member of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. She bore her husband nine children, eight of whom grew 
to maturity: William L., who died at Rolla, Mo., in 1861, was a soldier of the 
Union Army and left a family; James, who is farming in the vicinity of Berry
ville, Ark., was also a soldier; John p'. is a resident of Christian County, a man 
{)f family, and was a soldier in the Twenty-fourth Missouri Infantry; Joseph 
R. also resides on a farm in Christian County, has a family, and was a soldier 
in the Eighth Missouri Cavalry; Elsie J. is the wife of John Choate, of Christian 
County; Margaret became the wife of M. Choate, and died leaving a family; 
Thomas c.; Washington M. is living at Forsyth, Taney County, Mo., is cashier 
of the Taney County Bank, is married and has a family. The boyhood days 
of Thomas C. "Vade were spent in Christian and Greene Counties, but he 
unfortunately received limited educational advantages. He obtained a thor
ough and practical knowledge of farming, but upon starting out in life for 
himself he began selling goods at Ponce de Leon, Mo., where he remained for 
three years. He then began farming in Stone County, on Crane Creek, an 
occupation he followed three years, being then elected, in 1892, to the office 
of county sheriff. He was elected to this position on the Republican ticket, 
of which he has always been an enthusiastic supporter, and also filled the posi
tion of justice of the peace of Union Township for two years. He is a member 
of the A. F. & A. M. Lodge No. SIS, of Galene., is well informed on all the 
general topics of the day, and as a business man he has been successful, being 
the owner of valuable property in Galena. In 1882 he was married to Miss 
Elizabeth Henry, who was born in Webster County, Mo., May 5, 1863, and to 
their union the following children have been given: Washington M., born May 
9, 1883; Frederick 0., born June 19, 1885.; Cassie, born October 19, 1888; and 
Nancy A., born June 30, 1891. Mrs. Wade is the daughter of Joseph and 
Martha Henry, who are living in the northwest part of Stone County, engaged 
in fa:n;ting. Sixteen children were given to this worthy couple, eleven of whom 
ar~ 1!Vlllg: Sarah]., wife of George Blades; Susan L., wife of Stephen Carr; 
ElIzabeth (11rs. Wade); Joseph; Elvina (Williams); Frances, wife of E. Lee; 
Isaac, Alexander, Vililliam, Charlott and Rachel. 
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. MARION SILVEY. A native of Douglas County, Mo., it is but natural that 
thiS gentleman should be public spirited, law-abiding and progressive. He 
was born J,!ne 30~ 1846, a son of Charles and Letitia (Howard) Silvey, who 
came to thiS sectIOn from Roane County, East Tenn, about 1835, and set
tled on a tract of land in \Vebster County, where they resided until about 1850, 
then came to the western part of Douglas County, where the father's 
death occurred in 1886, at the age of eighty-four years, the mother's death 
having occurred in 1857. The father became one of the most prominent farm
ers of this section of Missouri. Upon moving to this State he became quite a 
Nimrod, for game was plentiful, and also became well known as a successful 
bee hunter. He was a Democrat in politics. Six of the eleven children born 
to himself and wife are now living: \Vashington, a farmer of \Vebster County; 
William, a farmer of Taney County; Marion; Cynthia J.; Jackson, a farmer of 
this county, and Samuel, who is living in this county. The others are: James, 
who died in 1853; Julia A., who died in 1863; Caroline, who died single; Rill, 
who died in 1857, and Dode, who died young. The school days of l\Iarion 
Silvey were passed in this and \Vebster Counties, but his educational advan
tages were quite limited. At the early age of fourteen years he enlistedin 
Gov. Phelps' regiment and later became a member of the Eighth Missouri 
Cavalry, with which he served three years and six months. He was in the 
battle of Pea Ridge and was slightly wounded in this engagement. He was 
honorably discharged August 5, 1865. After the war he turned his attention to 
farming in Douglas County, and was married in 1867 to Miss Clarissa A. Hol
ston, daughter of William and Martha (Burnsides) Holston, natives of Virginia, 
who came to Douglas County before the war. In 1875 Mr. Silvey moved with 
his family to the farm on which he now lives, consisting of 320 acres about 
one mile west of Ava. He has been successfully engaged in stock farming, 
and all the property of which he is now the owner has been gained since the 
war. In politics Mr. Silvey is a People's party man. He has always interested 
himself in the political affairs of the county, but is by no means a political 
aspirant. He and his wife and family attend the Baptist Church and Mrs. 
Silvey is a member of this church. They have many friends in the section in 
which they reside and have a comfortable, pleasant and hospitable home. 
Their family consists of five children: James W., who died in 1881; Martha, 
who died in 1893; Marion; Moses and Marietta. 

DR. D. F. HEDGPETH, a young but promising physician of Sparta. Mo-, 
although still in the dawn of the success which has attended his efforts 
in a professional way, has already given abundant evidence of the ability which 
qualifies him for a high place in the medical profession. Truly ambitious and 
with an ambition whose aim is high, there seemed no reason why his unques
tioned ability should not find full scope to relieve the pains which a suffering 
world is heir to. He was born in Sparta, December 4, 1862. to the union of 
Emanuel 1. and Lurannah J. (Farmer) Hedgpeth. Judge Hedgpeth. grand
father of our subject, came {rom Tennessee, and was one of the earliest 
pioneers of this section of the country, settling in this region when it was 
Greene County. He located two miles north of Sparta and followed farming 
until his death. The Hedgpeth family came originally from Germany and 
settled in this country at a period antedating the RevolutIOn. The father of 
our subject was born in what is now Christian County (then Greene), Mo., and 
like his father before him, he chose agricultural pursuits as his calling in life. 
During the Civil War he enlisted in the Union Army, Company G, First 
Arkansas Cavalry, under Capt. Mack, and served ab?t;t three years. partic!pat
ing in all the engagements of his regiment. In polItics he w~s a RepUblIcan, 
and a man who gave his hearty support to all worthy enterpnses. He was a 
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worthy member of the Baptist Church and died in that faith in 1874. His wife 
was the daughter of A. Jackson Farmer (see sketch), and w'.'s born .on the 
old homestead. She is now residing in Sparta and ha~ her children wIth her. 
These children, three in number, are named as follo\\'s: D. F. (subject), Anna 
(single I. and John. The latter was a prominent physician at Sparta and grad
uate';:! from the college at St. Louis. He practiced his profession in Christian 
County until his death in the spring of 1893. He had taken a post-graduate 
course in New York City, London, England, and Berlin, Germany, and was a 
young' man possessed of unusual talents. In politics he was a Democrat. The 
famil)' remained on the old farm about one mile east of Sparta until 1885 and 
then mo,'ec! to that cit". :\11 the members attended the Baptist Church. The 
early life of our subject was spent on the farm and as his educational advan
tages were good, he secured a thorough schooling, an_d subsequently.became 
a teacher. He foilo\\'ed this with marked success for hve years, teachIng part 
of the time in Sparta. and in 188.j he began the study of. medicine, attending 
the Missouri :'IIedical College where he graduated in ISS6. He then began 
practicing at Sparta, and in 1890 he passed a post-graduate course in New 
York City. Two years later he and his brother John took a post-gradutae, 
course in London, England, and Berlin Hospital, Germany. Returning to 
Missouri he resumed his practice and is now one of the leading physicians of 
the county, his practice extending over a wide range of territory. He pays par
tictIlar attention to the practice of surgery and has been unusually successful 
in that line. In politics he takes an active interest and at all times advocates 
the platform of tbe Republican party. He is a member of the 1. O. O. F., 
Sparta Lodge. has held office in the same, and is a member of the A. F. & A. M. 
He is a public-spirited young man and extends a liberal hand to all laudable 
enterprises. 

\\'1 LLL\~1 L. \\'OOLlY. The American people not only travel more exten
sively" than any otber nation, but they patronize to a greater extent the numer
ous establishments for the hire of horses and carriages. There are few enter
prises which contribute a larger quota to the convenience of the residential 
and transient public than the well appointed livery stable, ane! one of the most 
promising in the city of Ozark is that conducted by Mr. William L. Woody. 
This gentleman has resided here for the past eight years, during which time 
he engaged in the !i\'ery business, and now has one of the best equipped and 
best appointed barns in the city. Aside from this occupation he has branched 
out in other business enterprises, and in 1892 and 1893 was in the hardware 
business with J. :'II. \\,illiams. 1\1r. \Voody was born within forty miles of 
Stockton, Cal., on the 9th of September, ! 866, to the union of J. C. and R. C. 
(\Vills) \Voody. His grandfather, Abraham \Voody, was one of the early 
pioneers of Christian County and was well known as a farmer and miller. He 
built about the first distillery in the county: The parents of our subject are 
now residing about five miles northeast of Ozark, in this county (see sketch 
of ]. C. \Voody l. The subject of this sketch came from California to Christian 
County, :\10., when a child, and his boyhood and youth were passed on a farm. 
He atte·ncled the district school and the schools of Springfield, where he 
secured a good practical education, and in 1885, when nineteen years of age, he 
started out to make his own way in life. He engaged in the livery business 
at once and has followed this \'ery successfully ever since, but was for some 
time also engaged in the hardware and implement business in Ozark. He has 
made a success of all the enterprises he has undertaken, especially the livery 
business, and is a wide-awake, enterprising, pushing young business man. He 
owns real estate in Ozark and has a handsome residence. He also owns two 
livery barns and is doing a paying business. Mr. \Voody is a member of the 
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1. O. O. F., Finley Lodge No. 206, at Ozark. In politics he is a Democrat. 
He is public spirited and no worthy movement is allowed to fail for want of 
support on his part. He married Miss Effie Lawing, daughter of Robert Law
ing, an early settler of this county, whose name is known throughout its length 
and breadth. Mr. Woody and family attend the Methodist Episcopal Church 
at Ozark, and his wife holds membership in the same. 

JESSE O. MARTIN, subject of this sketch, is an honorable and progressive 
farmer, and it is doubtless entirely owing to the industrious and persevering 
manner with which he has adhered to the pursuits of agriculture that he has 
arisen to such a substantial position in farm affairs in this county. He has for 
twenty years made his home in Stone County, Mo., but is a native of Hot 
Spring County, Ark., where he was born October 17, 1843, being the fourth 
of eleven children born to John W. and Hannah (Grirer) Martin, both of 
whom were born in the State of Illinois, the former being a son of Owen 
Martin, one of the early settlers of the Sucker State. The parents of Jesse O. 
Martin were reared and married in the State of Illinois, after which they 
removed to Hot Spring County, Ark., and followed the occupation of farming. 
For a short time they resided in northern Louisiana after which they moved 
back to their old home in Arkansas. Upon the opening of the Civil War 
John W. Martin enlisted in the First Arkansas Cavalry, but about a year later 
died from fever at Cassville, Mo. He was first a Whig and later a Republican 
in politics, and he and his wife, who died in Arkansas about 1864, were earnest 
members of the Presbyterian Church. Their children were as follows: Michael, 
who died in Arkansas; Joseph N., who was a soldier and died at Little Rock 
during the war; John F., who died in Arkansas; Jesse.O.; Sarah E., who died, 
the wife of William Bartlett, leaving one child;. Rebecca A.. married Jesse 
Clark, and is deceased; James 1., a farmer of Indian Territory; Albert, who 
died in early boyhood, and an infant. The subject of this sketch attended the 
public schools of his native county, but as they were not conducted in a very 
able manner he was unable to acquire as good an education as he desired. 
He was about eighteen years of age when the war came on and was later con
scripted in the Confederate Army, but succeeded in leaving the service a few 
weeks later and went to Springfield where he remained until the war closed. 
He settled in the vicinity of that place and there made his home until 1873, 
when he came to Stone County. He was married while living on his fine farm 
near Springfield to Miss Eliza Cutburth, a daughter of George Cutburth, who 
was one of the early settlers of Greene County. Mrs. Martin was born in Ten
nessee in 1840, and has borne her husband six children, three of whom are liv
ing: John H., who is a farmer of wealth residing on the James River; George, 
who is living on a farm belonging to his father, has a wife and family; and 
Oscar, who also lives on the James River, and has a wife and family; Thomas; 
Martha A. and Sarah E. died before marriage. Upon his removal to Stone 
County, Mo., Mr. Martin became the owner of II7 acres of land, upon which 
he began the work of improvement. He engaged in farming and handling 
stock and in this branch of human endeavor he has been decidedly successful 
and has been enabled to purchase a fine farm of 165 acres, farther down the 
James River, on which two of his sons are living. In political matters he is 
with the People's party, but was formerly a Republican, and has held a num
ber of township offices with ability. He and his family attend the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, and as a Christian gentleman, a citizen and a man of busi
ness, he is highly respected. He is in every respect a self-made man and all 
his present possessions have been acquired thr~)Ugh his own e~orts.. . 

L. P. GIBSON. This worthy young man IS no less promment m busmess 
circles than was his father, is well and favorably known throughout the county, 
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and has a host of warm friends. He is junior member of the firm of Gibson 
Bros., tobacco manufacturers, is strictly honorable in his business transactions 
and is far above the average man in business ability. From his excellent 
father he learned lessons of honesty, industry and prudence which have been 
his stepping stones to success. His birth occurred in this county on the 9th 
of October, 1857, and like his brother he was reared to the duties of the farm, 
but at an early day entered his father's factory. There he b,ecame familiar with 
every detail of the business, and remained with his father tIll .twenty-one years 
of age. \Vhile in the factory he did not neglect h,is educa~l<?n, but attended 
the district school and later secured a good bUSIness traInIng. vVhen first 
starting out for himself he went to Barton County, \,,:here ~e followed agricult
ural pursuits for onc year, and then returned to hIS natIve county where he 
worked in the tobacco factory for a year or two. Again he began tilling the 
soil, followed this for ten years, and in the spring of 1893 he and his brother 
started the present factory. He is a thorough business man, is cordial and 
genial in his manners, and is a very agreeable companion. In his political 
views he is also Democratic, and is active in all public matters. He has a cozy 
and comfortable home in Ozark, and this is presided over by his wife, for
merly Miss Minnie F. Chapman, daughter of Stanford Chapman, of Billings. 
Mr. and Mrs. Gibson had one child, Lynn, who died when but nine months old. 

DAVIS M. TRAMMELL. Mr. Trammell is the owner of a valuable farm of 
160 acres in Taney County, and is one of those thrifty, energetic farmers for 
which the county has become well known. In the conduct of his affairs he 
has shown good judgment and business foresight, and is well known for his 
intelligence and excellent judgment. Mr. Trammell is a native of Searcy 
County, Ark.. born January 19, 1856, and a son of Jared H. and Louisa 
(Beechum) Trammell, natives of Illinois. The father was reared in that 
State. but in 1833 moved from there to Arkansas and thence to Taney County, 
Mo., in 1870, settling in Cedar Creek Township. For many years he was post
master at Cedar Creek, was also justice of the peace, and previous to com
ing to Missouri he held the office of county judge in Arkansas. He was an 
influential man wherever he made his home and was an ardent Republican in 
politics. During the war he found it rather unpleasant in Arkansas and 
moved to Greene County, Mo., but shortly afterward settled in Benton 
County, that State, \vhere he remained for five years. He was a strong Union 
man but was exempt from active service although he acted as scout for the 
Union Army a number of times. His wife died in Arkansas about a year 
after our subject was born. and he was the onlv child. She was a consistent 
member of the Methodist Episcopal Church .• IVIr. Trammell was the owner 
of a good farI'?- and was well a.nd favorably known all over Taney County. 
He was marned the second tIme and five children were the fruits of this 
union: Mary E., Louisa, James, John and Clay. all now married and living on 
farms except the youngest. The subject of this sketch was but a boy when 
he came to this county and like the average country boy he assisted 01' the 
farm and attended school. By his own exertions he obtained a good educa
tion and while still quite young he began working in the Times office at War
saw, Mo. Later, when about nineteen years of age, he became a teacher in 
~aney County and f<;Jllowed that profession .for several years. During this 
tIme he was elected JllstIce of the peace, and III 1886 he was made assessor of 
~ane}: Cou~ty, holding that position four. years. Mr. Trammell is a Repub
hcan III polItics and has ever taken a deep lllterest in public matters. He has 
resided on his present farm since 1891, and is enO'aged in O'eneral farming and 
stock raising,. at which he has made a success. On the 30tl1 of October, 1876, 
he was marned to ~Iiss Mary E. Burns, a native of Georgia, born December 
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24, 1859, and the daughter of Samuel and Jane (Farris) Bums, who came from 
Fulton County, Ga., a number of years ago, and settled in this county in 1874. 
The father still resides in this county, but the mother died in 1881. Our sub
ject's union has been blessed by the birth of six children, as follows: Samuel 
J., Lillie K, James H., William F., Flora and Iva M. Mr. Trammell takes a 
deep interest in politics and is a leader of his party, having been a delegate 
to many county conventions. He takes much interest in all worthy enter
prises, especially those relating to educational matters, and for many years 
has been a director in his school district. 

WILLIAM H. MAY, who since boyhood has resided in this part of Missouri, 
was born in Morgan County, this State, January 30, 1831, and was the youngest 
but one of a family of ten children born to John and Mary (Ford) May, natives, 
respectively, of Tennessee and Missouri, the former born in White and the 
latter in Morgan Counties. The grandfather, John May, was also a native of 
Tennessee, and there passed his entire life. The father of Ollr subject came 
to Missouri when a single man and took up his home in Morgan County, 
where he married and resided until about 1844. He th~n moved to Taney 
County, Mo., and located eight miles west of Forsyth, where his death occurred 
about 1853. He was a soldier in the Indian War in Florida, serving as 
sergeant, and was a man of courage and endurance. In politics he was a 
Democrat. Mr. May owned several farms on White River, in Taney County, 
and was one of the most prominent farmers of his day. He resided where 
Walnut Shade is now located. Mrs. May's father, Elisha Ford, was one of 
the earliest pioneers of Morgan County, Mo., where he and his wife passed the 
closing scenes of their lives. Mrs. May died in Taney County in 1866. She 
was the mother of ten children, our subject being the only one now living. 
The others were: Silas, John D., Martin, Calvin B., George G., Elizabeth, Alvira 
Lucinda, and one whose name is unknown. Three of the sons served in the 
Civil War, one of them dying in St. Louis in 1863. On a farm in Taney County 
our subject spent his youth, and the principal part of his education he acquired 
by his own exertions, for he received no schooling. As he had early been 
taught the duties of the farm it was but natural that when starting out for 
himself he should choose that as his occupation in life. He first tilled the 
soil on White River, in Taney County, and in 1872 came to the farm where he 
now lives. He bought 277 acres on Raily Creek, about two miles from 
Galena, and has since been actively engaged in farming and stockraising, 
meeting with unusual success. When the Civil War broke out he joined the 
Home Guards, and also served in the State Militia, participating in a number 
of skirmishes. During this time he had much of his property destroyed by 
bushwhackers, but was thankful to escape with his life. In politics he has 
always been with the Republican party, and he was elected by that party to 
the office of county assessor a number of years ago. His wife, who was 
formerly Miss Nancy Stockstill, was born in Taney County, Mo., to the union 
of Austin and Sarah Stockstill, residents of Taney County, where the father 
died before the war. The mother passed away in 1892, when ninety years of 
age. Mr. and Mrs. Stockstill were among the early pioneers of Taney County, 
and made their home on Bean Creek. To Mr. and Mrs. May have been born 
twelve children, ten of whom are living at the present time: James B., a farmer 
on Pine Run; Vicey, wife of Jeff Scott, of this county; Isabel, who died in 
1889, was the wife of William F. Holt; Bell, wife of Frank Taylor, of this 
county; William A., who resides on Wilson's Creek, Stone County; Samuel, who 
resides southeast of his father; Patrick, single, at home; Mary M., John, 
Birdie and Martha and an infant died young. Mr. May and family attend the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, of which Mrs. May is a member, and they are 
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well respected in the community. Mr. May devotes his time and attention to 
farming and stockraising, and what he has accumulated in the way of this 
world's goods is the result of his own industry and good management. 

\V. C. McBEE. There are lines of business in which good management 
is everything, and to this essential merit, coupled with large experie.nce and 
accurate judgment, is due the success which has attended the mercant!le busi
ness of \V. C. McBee, of McBee's Landing, Marion County, Ark. This wide
awake man of affairs is a native of Mississippi County, Mo., where he was 
born August 25,1848, to S. E. and Lucy (l3lackburn) McBee, both of whom 
were born on Kentucky soil, the former being of Irish lineage, and descended 
from one who fought for the Colonial cause in the Revolutionary War. S. E. 
McBee removed to Missouri during the early history of that State, but in 
1857 became a resident of l\'Iarion County, Ark, and took up his abode at what 
was known as Talbert's Ferry, where he hlade his home for many years, dying 
in the neighborhood in 1875, after having spent a useful and honorable life as 
a farmer and stockman. In ante-bellum days he was a Whig in politics, dur
ing the war was a stanch Union man, but after the close of hostilities he gave 
his support to the Democrat party, and supported its men and measures up to 
the time of his death. He was a member of Yellville Lodge of the A. F. & 
A. M., and became well and favorably known throughout Marion County. His 
wife died in 1873', after having borne him two sons: W. C., and Vardrey, a 
resident of Baxter County, Ark. The early life of W. C. McBee was 
spent in attending the common schools of this county, and being a young 
man of an ambitious turn of mind he started out to make his own way in the 
world at the age of twenty years, and for one year clerked in the store of J. L. 
Carson, of Springfield, 2\Io. He then- returned to Yellville and entered the 
store of Berry & Ellenburg, in whose employ he remained for some three 
years. He then, in 1872, entered business for himself as a druggist in Lead 
Hill, but he later gave up this calling, and once more entered the employ of 
J. H. Berry & Co., with whom he remained two years. At this time he was 
united in marriage with Matilda A., the daughter of Judge W. B. Flippin, after 
which he moved to McBee's Landing, and for several years was quite exten
sivelyengaged in the purchase and sale of livestock, which business he found 
both profitable and pleasing. With the idea of bettering his financial condition, 
he returned to Yellville in 1879 and for six years thereafter was in business 
with A. S. Layton, as a general merchant. \Vh~n this time had expired Mr. 
:McBee decided to follow the same line of business at McBee's Landing, and 
he opened a well appointed store herein 1885, and as he has always carried a 
reliable class of goods, which he disposes of at the lowest possible prices, 
he has built up a patronage equal to almost any in the northern part of 
the State. He occupies a recognized position in mercantile and business 
circles, is full of progressive ideas and public spirit, identifies himself with the 
interests of his section, and, in fact, is a beau ideal citizen. He has a tract of 
land comprising about 500 acres and some rich river bottom land of 270 acres, 
all of which .he n:anages, and he is also engaged in boating between Batesville 
and Lead Hdl, hIS steamboat, the" Myrtle," having a tonnage of thirty, and 
the barge "Sandy," which she tows, has a fifty-ton capacity. He is an active 
Democrat in politics, was elected county assessor in 1878, and has been a 
member of various conventions. He is in every sense of the word a self-made 
man, has a beautiful residence at McBee's Landing, of which place he is the 
postmas~er~ and t~,?re he l1:,s cont:-ol of the ferry and operates a grist mill and 
cotton glll 1I1 addItIOn to dlscharglllg his other onerous duties. To his first 
marriage the folJo\liing children were born: Cora E., Ernest C., William V., 
Maud A., Victor and Myrtle. The mother of these children died in 1889, and 
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for his second wife Mr. McBee chose Miss \Vinnifred, daughter of Bradford 
Norbury, of Greene County, Mo., and by her has one child, Lucy. Mrs. 
McBee was born in Springfield, Mo., and is an intelligent and amiable woman. 

RICHARD A. ROUSE. Many of the farmers of Baxter Countv, Ark., have 
led such quiet, unobtrusive lives as to be seldom heard of outside of their own 
township. They are doing fine work in their own community, but do not 
care to come more prominently before the public, and devote all their time 
and energies to the cultivation of their farms and the development of the 
resources of their community. Such men deserve more credit than they 
ordinarily receive. and we are glad here to present one of them in the person 
of Richard A. Rouse, who is one of the prominent and worthy citizens of 
Baxter County, and has a fine farm in Buck Horn Township. He is a native 
of Crawford County, Ind., where he was born January 20, 1842, a son of Gran
ville and Ravy Jane (White) Rouse, who "'ere Kentuckians by birth, the 
former a native of Boone County. The father was a son of 1\loses ROllse and 
he a SOIl of Michael Rouse. Being of a rather roving disposition he succes
sively moved from Kentucky to Crawford County, Ind., then to Van Buren 
County, Iowa, where he remained one year, then went back to Crawford County, 
Ind., where his wife died. Soon after the death of his wife, in order to. have 
his three children cared for, he returned to his father in Bullitt County, 
Ky., where he was married to Byronette Owens (who is now also dead). 
To their union was given one son, John G. He then moved to Daviess County, 
Ky., but is now residing in McLean County, Ky., with his son, John G. He 
also for a time lived in De Soto, Jackson County, III. While in the last 
mentioned place he was engaged in the manufacture of brick, but throughout 
his long life of four-score years he has followed various occupations. The 
subject of this sketch was his father's manager while the latter was engaged 
in the brick business and he also for some time had control of a store which 
his father owned. In the fall of 1859 he mO\'ed with his father to Da\'iess 
County, Ky., thence to McLean County, Ky., where he was married to Louisa 
Wells February 9, 1865, who was born in Bullitt County, Ky., April 21, 1843, 
and to their union eight sons and two daughters have been given, all of whom 
are now living: Edward, the first son, was born in ~dcLean County, Ky., 
November 6, 1866, is still single and at home with his father and has an inter
est in the mill and gin; Artis \V., second son, is married and has two chil
dren (son and daughter); Zalmond G., third son, is also married; Genis Ord, 
fourth son; Richard A., Jr., fifth son; Louisa, first daughter; Minie B., sec
ond daughter; Columbus B., sixth son; Granville T., seventh son, and Albert, 
eighth son. During the progress of the Ci\"il War JI.'lr. Rouse resided in Ken
tucky and Spencer County, Ind. After the war was over he returned to Ken
tucky and took up his residence in McLean County. He continued to make 
his home there until r885, when he moved to Baxter County, Ark., and located 
in Barren Creek Township. Two years later he came to Buck Horn Town
ship, where he has 300 acres of the finest upland of the county and se\'en acres 
in his mill and residence property. He also owns a small farm in North 
Fork Township. In r888 he erected a saw mill, cotton gin and grist mill, and 
is now successfully engaged in operating them and attending to the manage
ment of his large farm. He and his wife and five children are members of the 
Christian Church. with which he has been connected since 1862, and he is now 
holding the office of elder in the same. He is a llseful, law.abiding citizen, 
upright and honorable in every respect, and as a natural consequence his 
friends are many. 

ROBERT E. LEE. Robert E. Lee, president of the]. L. Lee Lumber Com
pany at Sparta, Christian County, ;\10., has heid that position since the 
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retirement of the first president, ]. L. Lee, who is now residing at Springfield. 
This company was organized in 1891, and is now operating on the Chadwick 
& Baltimore branch and on the main line of the 'Frisco, between Springfield 
and St. Louis. The vice-president is B. F. Hobert, the secretary is F. VV. Fisque, 
and our subject acts also as general manager of the company. The business 
is conducted on a very large scale, and the company owns large tracts of 
timber land, besides buying timber from others. A specialty is made of rail
road lumber and ties, and business is carried on at Sparta, Chadwick, and at 
all other points on the Chadwick branch. This county has lumber very suit
able for the business, and the company turns out a large amount of railroad 
ties and bridge timber. It also handles large quantities of cord wood, 
and has a mercantile establishment at Sparta, carrying a stock of goods 
valued at from $5,000 to $ro,ooo, and doing an annual business of from 
$35,000 to $40,000, and that, with the mill business, amounts to about 
$120,000 per year. This is by far the largest enterprise in this part 
of the country, and is managed in a businesslike manner. Eight hands 
are employed all the time, and work is given to a large number of people. 
The members of the company are all residents of Missouri. J. L. Lee was 
born in North Carolina in 1837, a son of Green Lee, and a relative of the Lees 
of lvlississippi. l\fr. Lee came to Missouri from Thomasville, N. c., in 1869, 
and he has followed merchandising for the most part ever since. lIe first 
engaged in the business at Mars\'ille, and operated in that line up to 1875, 
when he removed to McClellan Count\', Tex., where he was in the lumber 
business for two years. Returning to :\IarsviJle he again resumed merchandis
ing, and continued this until 1879, when he moved to Springfield. He then 
became a railroad man in the employ of the Frisco as tie inspector and was 
thus employed for two or three years. From there he moved to Exeter, this 
State, where, in connection with merchandising, he was in the tie business 
until 1885, and then moved to Chadwick. In 1888 he moved his family to 
Springfield and there he resides at the present time. He was engaged in mak
ing and buying ties at Chadwick, and in 1891 a stroke of paralysis caused him 
to retire from active business life. In political matters he is a Democrat, and 
socially a member of the Masonic fraternity. He was married in his native 
State to Miss Cynthia Heple, and a family of nine children were given them, five 
of whom are living: R. E., our subject; Bert S., who is book-keeper for the 
company; Clara, George and Nellie. The fathe!' has been an active business 
man all his life, and has' been unusually successful. Robert E. Lee was born 
February 9,1867, and his education was received principally at Neosho, Mo., 
where he attended the college and high school. vVhen but a boy he started 
out in business life and became a railroad man. After spending several years 
in working for the purpose of educating himself, he engaged in the tie business 
with his father and has since been connected with him. He was one of the 
prominent men in forming the ]. L. Lee Tie and Lumber Company, and as an 
industrious and active business man he is well known. He is a member of 
Sparta Lodge No. 296, A. F. & A. M., and in politics is with the Democratic 
pa:ty. He was married in Sparta to Miss Belle Hornbeck, and they have one 
chdd, Robert L. Mr. Lee and wife are leaders in the social life of the city, 
and are h,ighl:: resp~~ted. Bert S. Lee, who is book-keeper for the company, 
was born m l'vhssoun II1 1871, and was educated at Springfield and at Drury 
~ollege. He is a very efficient book-keeper and a promising young man. He 
IS also a member of the Masonic fraternity at Sparta, and like his father and 
brother is a stanch Democrat. The company above mentioned has been 
prospecting and owns a large tract of mineral land. Mr. R. L. Lee is operat
ing a mine, and is also interested in the Purdon mines, located about six 
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miles east of Sparta. He also owns mines on Swan Creek, and the company 
owns about 300 acres of fine mining land in this section. This land is fine for 
fruit growing and horticulture. Mr. Lee is a self-made, self-educated man, and 
by his own exertions is now one of the best business men in the Southwest. 

JASPER N. FARMER. The peculiar responsibility which attaches to the 
compounding and dispensing of prescriptions and kindred functions, imparts 
to the calling of the druggist an interest and importance somewhat unique in 
this respect among the arts and sciences, and therefore it is that accuracy and 
vigilance become elements closely akin to knowledge and skill in the labora
tory. In such connection we make due reterence to Mr. Jasper N. Farmer, 
the prominent drug man at Sparta, whose neat and popular pharmacy com
mends itself to all. This prominent business man was born in Christian 
County, on the old home place, July 2, 1855 and is the son of Andrew J. and Nancy 
(Preston) Farmer, natives of Roane County, Tenn. Our subject attended the 
schools of Sparta and began his business career about 1878. The drug business 
has occupied his attention for the most part, but he was engaged in other occu
pations for the short time he resided in Springfield. In selecting his compan
ion in life I1Ir. Farmer chose Miss Eliza Smith, a native of this county and 
a daughter of Eason Smith, of Ozark. Four children are the fruits of this 
union: Claude, Donnie B., Rose and Anna. In his political views Mr. Farmer 
is a Democrat and takes a deep interest in politics. He has made a complete 
success of his business and is the owner of considerable real estate in Sparta. 
He is descended from one of the old and prominent families of Tennessee and his 
father was one of the early settlers of this region, and a man highly respected. 
Mr. Farmer's reputation as a man of business as well as that of a public-spirited 
citizen has made him a host of friends. He carries a carefully selected stock, 
embracing pure, fresh drugs and chemicals, druggists' sundries and the usual 
complement of a first·class pharmacy. 

JUDGE MATTHEW CHAPMAN. A man's life-work is the measure of his suc
cess, and he is truly the most successful man who, turning his powers into the 
channel of an honorable purpose, accomplishes the object of his endeavor. 
He who weds himself to a great principle lays the foundation of a successful 
life. In the study of every man's life we find some mainspring of action
something that he lives for. In Judge Matthew Chapman it seems to have 
been an ambition to make the best use of his native and acquired powers, and 
to develop in himself a true manhood. In all the walks of public life he 
served his county with zealous fidelity, and expects to pass his declining days 
with those among whom he has grown gray in honorable usefulness. The 
Judge was born in Henry County, Tenn., March 7, 1822, to the union of Ben
jamin and Mary (Cavett) Chapman, natives of Tennessee. In 1830 the par
ents came to Missouri, and although they first settled in St. Louis, they 
remained there but a short time, and 1831 found them located near Ozark, 
Christian County. There they passed the remainder of their days, the mother 
dying in 1870 and the father two years later, when seventy-two years of age. 
The father was a successful farmer and stockraiser and was a well known and 
influential man in his day, serving as judge of the county court of Greene 
County for twelve years. In politics he was a warm supporter of Democratic 
principles, and in religion he was a Baptist nearly all his life. Honorable and 
upright in every walk of life, no better man ever found his home in this 
county. Early in life he was considerable of a hunter and as the woods 
abounded in game he had no trouble in supplying the table with meat. In 
those days he made shoes for the family out of hides tanned by himself and 
his wife spun flax and wove the clothing for the family. The latter lived to 
be over eighty years of age. Four children were born to his marriage, our 
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subject being the eldest. The others were: J. G., who resides at Harrison, 
Ark.; Stanford, who makes his home at Billings; and C. E., who died about 
five years ago. Bya previous marriage to a Mr. Smart, Mrs. Chapman became 
the mother of five children, as follows: S., E., \Villiam c., Harry G., and one 
whose name is unknown. The Chapman family came to this country at a 
period antedating the Revolution, in which some of the members fought for 
independence. Later others were soldiers in the vVar of ISI2. Judge 
Matthew Chapman was about ten years of age when he made the trip by 
wagon from Tennessee to l\'1issouri, and he received his education in the 
schools of Greene County. Like his ancestors he chose agricultural pursuits 
as his calling in life, and on the 16th of August, 1844, he married Miss Rachel 
A. Horn, who was born January I, 1S27, and who was the daughter of Thomas 
Horn, an earlv sheriff of Greene County. This union resulted in the birth of 
nine children, 'as follows: Mary J., who is living; William B., a farmer of this 
COUGty; Thomas H., deceased; Mary E., wife of George vVills; Alice, wife of 
Chas. \Vills; Douglas ]., who is living in this county; Benjamin I'll., who is 
living in this county; James died in California; and Emma, the wife of A. 
Madding. The mother of these children died on the 24th of October, 1870, 
and Judge Chapman selected his second \\'ife in the person of Mrs. Mary. A. 
Horn, a native of Tennessee, born December 30, 1831, and the daughter of 
William S. \Vilkes. of the Big Bend State. To this union one daughter, Hattie, 
has been born. Agricultural pursuits have been our subject's principal occu
pation through life, and he has made a success at it. In connection with 
farming he is also raising considerable stock. Like his father he advocates the 
principles of the Democrats, and was appointed to office by that party, 
--- in 1872. Ten years later, or in 1882, he was elected to the office of 
probate and county judge, and served in that capacity with zealous fidelity. 
His judicial qualifications were of the first order, enabling him with compara
tive ease to follow the thread of law through all the subtleties of complicated 
legal questions. He located on the farm where he now lives in 1845, and is a 
man well and favorably known all over this and Greene County, being one of 
the oldest pioneers of this section. Although he had "but a limited education 
in youth he was always of an inquiring turn of mind and a great reader, and pos
sessing a clear, logical mind, capable of broad generalization, his grasp of any 
subject was thoroughly comprehensive and exhausti\·e. He is one of the most 
prominent men of the county. \Villiam S. \Vilkes, father of Mrs. Chapman, 
was born in Virginia in 1807, and was married to Miss Hannah B. Moore, a 
native of Kentucky, born in 1810. Shortly after their marriage they settled 
in Tennessee, but later, in 1841, came to Greene County and settled near 
Ozark. There they passed the remainder of their days. Ten children were 
born to their marriage, but only three are now living: Sarah, now l\lrs. John 
A. Gibson; Mary A., who first married James K. Horn, by whom she had four 
children, as follon's: \Villiam T., Martha E., Emma E. and Addie, all living. 
The third child born to Mr. and Mrs. Horn, Samuel A., is living in Cooper 
County. The parents were members of the Christian Church, and the father 
was a Democrat in politics. Mrs. Chapman was born in Marshall County, 
Tenn., and was young when she came to this county. Two of her brothers, 
Thomas and Jonathan, were soldiers in the Civil \Var, and the former died 
from wounds received at the battle of Pea Ridge. Those of her brothers 
and sisters who are deceased are Mary, Joseph, Jonathan, Elizabeth, Emma, 
Martha and Thomas. 

JOHN D. STO:-;E. The hardy, courageous and energetic blood of the 
Scotchman flows in the veins of John D. Stone, and with it is mixed the versa
tility and quick wit of the Irish. William T. Stone, the paternal grandfather, 
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was a nativ~ o~ ~arylan~, but left that State at t~e age of seventeen years and 
moved to VIrgmIa, m whIch State he was marrIed and lived for some time. 
Later he made his home for some years in Tennessee, and in 1833 became a 
res!dent of Polk County, rv~o., (then Christian County), but finally took up his 
resIdence on a farm, on whIch the town of Galena now stands, which land he 
entered from the Government, and which was then in what was known as Taney 
County. When Stone County was organized, it was named in his honor, for he 
was a man of much.importance in his day, and was well and favorably known 
throughout the entIre Southwest. He held a number of prominent offices of 
trust, was a successful tiller of the soil throughout life, and always supported 
the principles of the Democrat party, being of the Jacksonian type. He 
served under Gen. Jackson throughout the vVar of 1812, and was with him at 
the famous battle of New Orleans. His death occurred in 1849 or 18so at 
Galena. and was a fact deeply regretted by all who knew him. He was quite 
a noted Nimrod in his day, killed numerous bears and deer, and killed one 
bear in Galena. He reared a family of nine children, but only one is living at 
the present time, the youngest daughter. Martha (Summers), of this county. 
All his children grew to maturity in Stone County, married and here reared 
their families. John H. Stone, the father of the immediate subject of this 
sketch, was born in eastern Tennessee in 1821, and was about fourteen years 
of age at the time his parents moved to Missouri, the trip thither being made 
.by wagon, but was unmarked by any particular adventure. He grew to man
hood in Stone County, and unfortunately received but little education, owing 
to the extreme scarcity of schools, and here he eventually married Miss Sarah 
E. Williams and located about three miles south of Galena on the James 
River, where he made a comfortable home and lived for some time. He then 
sold this property and moved about seven miles south of the town. in the 
vicinity of the Virgin Rock, later resided for some ten years at Cape Fair, but 
finally settled on the farm on which his widow still resides, it being near the 
farm owned by the subject of this sketch. John H. Stone was a Democrat, 
like his father before him, held the office of justice of the peace, and in January, 
1862, was appointed to the office of county judge. He was a soldier during 
the Civil War, being a member of the Seventy-fourth Missouri Militia, and 
served from August, 1862, until January 3, 1863. After his return home he 
was again elected county judge, and filled the position with marked ability 
for two terms. He was a man of much public spirit, was very popular with the 
people of Stone County, and could have had almost any office within the gift 
of the people, but would not accept the nomination. He took much pleasure 
in the chase and killed large numbers of deer and other game. He was called 
from life in January, 1871. His wife was born in Kentucky, and was a daughter 
of John E. 'Williams, who in 1835 came to Stone County, Mo., by wagon. They 
settled on a farm on Flat Creek, where Mr. Williams built a water mill and 
engaged in the business of milling from that time up to ISS5. Hethensoldout 
and purchased a large farm in the vicinity of Crane Creek, but was killed in 1859 
by being run over by a wagon. He was a Democrat in politics and also held 
the office of county judge. He was a well-educated man, was a surveyor of 
ability and had a good deal of that work to do in the early days of the State. 
He was married twice and reared a familv of fifteen children. J\Irs. Stone was 
about thirteen years old at the time the family came to :Missouri. She is now 
sixty-six years of age and is living on the old homestead in the enjoy
ment of fair health. She bore her husband tweh'e children, seven of whom 
are living as follows: John D., William T.; Telitha C, wife of J. M. King; 
Eliza E.; Mary A., wife of L. Carney; Sarah P., wife of George Carncy; 
George L. Those deceased are: Martha, who died after her marriage to 
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Joseph King; Alice J., who died at the age of thirteen; James M., who died at 
the age of fourteen; Julia A., who died after her marriage. to John Fairburn; 
and Rebecca, who died in infancy. John D. Stone spent hIs early days on the 
old home farm, and at the age of seventeen enlisted in Company K, Seventy
fourth Missouri Volunteer I nfantry, which was afterward consolidated with 
the Seventy-second and became the Seventh l'tlissouri Cavalry. He served 
until August, 1863, when he was discharged for disability, but in July, 1864, he 
reenlisted in Company H, Fifteenth Missouri Cavalry and served until the 
close of the war, being mustered out July 12, 1865. He was all scout duty the 
most of the time in southwest Missouri and Arkansas, and was in a number of 
battles. In 1867 he became the owner of the farm on which he now lives, which 
consists of 2,t2 acres, and is located about four miles from Galena. He gives 
considerable attention to the raising of stock and has prospered financially. 
He is a Democrat and has held various offices in his county and township, 
being at the present time justice of the peace of his township. In January, 
1865, he was married to :\Iiss Rebecca King, a daughter of George "V. King, 
an earl v settler of :\Iissouri, who died in 1863. He was a blacksmith and 
wagon maker by trade, and held the office of deputy county sheriff. To Mr. 
Stone and his wife fi\'e children were gi\'en: Sarah E., wife of Perry Carr, has 
two children-John O. and James G.; Joseph L., John W., Thomas j., and 
Rosetta, \vho died at the age of two years. The mother of these children died 
February II, 1874, and :\Ir. Stone took for his second wife Anita Palmer, widow 
of Ferdinand Palmer, by whom she became the mother of three children: \Nil
son L., Mary F. and Emily E. l\'Irs. Stone was born in St. Francois County, 
Mo., December 29, 1852, a daughter of William S. and Emily (Harris) Austin, 
who early became residents of St. Francois County, and are now residents of 
McDowell County. :\1r. Stone and his present wife have a family of five chil
dren: George H. H.: Charles E.; who died at the age of three years; Bertha c.; 
Rebecca, who died at the age of two years; and Gertie E. Mr. and Mrs. Stone 
are members of the Christian Church, and are highly respected in the com
munity in which they reside. He is public spirited, is fond of hunting and 
fishing, has been successful financially and has a comfortable and pleasant 
home. \\,illiam T. Stone, the third child of John H. Stone, was born in what 
was then Taney, but is now Stone County, March 26, 1846, some seven miles, 
south of Galena, and his youth was spent on a farm. During the war he 
enlisted in Company H, Fifteenth Missouri Cavalry, and during the twelve 
months that he was in the service he attained the rank of corporal, and par
ticipated in some of the se\'erest engagements that took place in IVlissouri, 
among them being Newtonia, Independence, Little and Big Blue, Jefferson 
City and Boonville. He was mustered out July I, 1865, having been a faithful, 
true and tried soldier, as he has been a citizen since the war. He is now resid
ing on a fine farm of 135 acres in Stone County, and is a progressive and intel
ligent tiller of the soil. He has always been an active Democrat in politics, 
but has ne\'er aspired to office. He was married in Stone County to E. Jones, 
daughter of Daniel Jones, her birth having occurred in Lawrence County, Mo., 
in 1850. She has borne her husband thirteen children: Christina M., Mary C., 
John D., Eliza]'.. George H., Sophia E., Benjamin F., :tIIartha E., Charles E., 
Ida :\1., Jewel !"., and two that ,died young. Mr. Stone is an elder in the 
Church of Chnst, and is an active worker for the cause of religion. His 
daughter Christina is the wife of \Vesley Wilson, by whom she has two chil
dren-Lulu and \\'alter. George C. Stone, the youngest son of John H. Stone, 
was born Janu~ry .18, 1865, in the house in which he is now living. He gained 
a good educatIOn 111 the common schools. and after startino- out in life for him
self followed farming exclusively up to 1891, when he op~ned a general mer-
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cantile store at Cape Fair in partnership with a J\Ir. Henson, but still continues 
to look after his farm, which consists of about seventv-five acres, all of which 
is well improved, fenced, etc. Like the other members of his family he is a 
stanch Democrat. He was married to Ella L. Fairburn, who was 'born in 
Wapelo County. Iowa, June 26, 1870, a daughter of Hugh and Sophia (Xiles) 
Fairburn, who now reside about four miles from Cape Fair, ha\'ing come to 
this section from Iowa in 1870. :'IIrs. Stone was one of their se\'en children. 
and to her marriage with aIr. Stone. which occurred December 31, 1890, two 
children have been givcn: Ernest and an infant. :'IIfs. Stone is a member of 
the l\Iethodist Episcopal Church. :,rr. Stone is an energetic young man, has 
been successful in all his enterprises, and bids fair to become wealth\,. He 
deals some in stock, and is at all times keenly alive to his own interests, but 
never at the expense of others or of the honored name he bears. 

e. P. GIBSOX. Among the most noted and representati\'e business men of 
the flourishing city of Ozark stands the name of e. P. Gibson, who is senior 
member of the firm of Gibson Bros .• tobacco manufacturers. He is a man of 
keen business ability and his high reputation and materia! prosperity came as 
the reward of unusual natural abilities, industriously applied. Mr. Gibson was 
born in Tennessee, and is a son of John A. and ~Iary J. (Wilks) Gibson. and 
the grandson of John 1:. and Ann (Knox) Gibson, nati"es of the State of X orth 
Carolina, but early settlers of Tennessee. The father of our subject came with 
his mother to Missouri when ten years of age, and is now li\'ing on a fine 
farm in this county. He started to manufacture tobacco soon after the war, 
and continued this successfully for many years. In 1893 his sons took up the 
business, and using the flavor and brands of the father are doing an excellent 
business. Our subject is one of nine children, seven of whom are li\'ing, as fol
lows: \Villiam, a farmer of this county; C. P.; L. P.: A. B.,who is living on a farm 
in Greene County; :'II. A.; M. E.; e. E., who died when nineteen years of age, 
and John and Thomas who died young. The father is a Democrat in politics, 
a member of the Christian Church and a most excellent citizen. The early 
life of our subject was spent on the farm and in his father's factory, where lie 
became thoroughly familiar with the business. He attended the district school, 
but supplemented the same by attending school at Springfield and Drury Col
lege. \Vhen twenty-one years of age he branched out for himself as a manu
facturer of tobacco with his father, and continued it for two years after 
his father retired. After that he engaged in farming. also followed milling, 
and in 1890 was elected sheriff of Christian County, holding that position for 
two years and filling it in a very creditable manner. During that time he had 
a number of noted criminals under his charge. Like his father he supports 
the principles of the Democratic party and has voted with the same ever since 
his majority. He is a wide awake, thoroughgoing young business man 
and is bound to make his mark in the world. In the year 1887 he was married 
to Miss Lou Spiv}", who died in 1891 leaving him two children: Rob~rt and 
Bessie. Socially Mr. Gibson is an Odd Fellow, a member of Lodge No. 205, 
and also a member of the A. O. U. W. 

KEESEE & J EN!' 1 :'\5. That "honesty is the best policy" is dearly demon
strated in the success of those firms who pursue a straightforward way of doing 
business. The favor of the public will rest upon those who merit its confi
dence by dealing fairly, and few indeed are those who so well deserve a hi!5h 
place in public opinion as John T. Keesee and William T. Jenkins. the members 
of the above mentioned firm, which began doing business in 1890 and has already 
built up a most liberall?atronage. John T. Kees~e :"as born i~ Dallas C~)Unty; 
Mo .. in 1863, a son of SIlas and :Mary (Copeland) Keesee. natives of J\hssoun 
and Indiana, respecth-ely, the latter removing with her parents to Ozark 
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County, rl'Io., where she met and married Mr. Kees~e, afterward removing with 
him to Dallas County and three years later to ]I,'lanon County, Ark., where she 
was called from life in 1876. M;. Keesee is still living and has attained the 
age of seventy years. He has been <l; li~elong a.nd welt-to-do farmer and 
stock raiser, has been a Democrat all hIS life, and IS a worthy member of the 
Christian Church. His father, Peyton Keesee, was an early settler of Ozark 
County, Mo., in which section he passed from life, having been a lifelong 
farmer, and for many years a member of the Baptist Church. His wife also 
died in Ozark County and there they reared a large family. The following 
children were born to Silas and Mary ~eesee: Peter, of Texas; Payton, also 
of that State; Isaac, of Marion County, Ark.; Reed, also of that county; 
Serepta, wife of Isaac Eopf; 11argaret, wife of James Macbee, of Marion 
County; John T.; Henrietta, wife of George McMannus, of Marion County, 
and two children who died young: Lucinda and Nancy. By his second wife 
Mr. Keesee became the father of one son, William, and his third wife bore 
him two daughters: Alice and Hattie. John T. Keesee was reared on his 
father's farm, but unfortunately received but a limited country-school educa
tion. Upon attaining his majority he began his independent career and for a 
number of years followed the occupation to which he had been reared-farming. 
In 1887 he was married to Matilda, daughter of Monroe and Mary Treat, of 
Marion County, Ark., in which section Mrs. Treat died when her daughter 
Matilda was born. In 1890 Mr. Keesee came to Protem and the firm of Keesee 
Bros., general merchants, was established and continued for about one year, at 
the end of which time John T. became the sole proprietor and continued as such 
for one year, when the present firm of Keesee & Jenkins was formed. 
In addition to the profitable mercantile business which they are doing, they 
also deal in cotton and stock and carryon farming. Mr. Keesee is a member 
of Claflin Lodge No. 229, of the A. F. & A. M., is a Democrat politically, his 
first vote being cast for Cleveland in 1888, and he and his wife are members of 
the Christian Church. William M. Jenkins, a member of the firm of Keesee 
& Jenkins, of Protem, Mo., was born in Marion County, Ark., in 1862, his 
parents, Elder W. C. and Mary C. (Gray) Jenkins, having been born in Ten
nessee. Their family corisisted of the following children: Joshua Star, 
deceased; Mary E., wife of Thomas H. Flippin; George W., of Marion 
County, Ark.; Ellen, deceased; William M.; James Perry, deceased; John 
Henry ani! Jared, of Marion County; Maggie, wife of Payton Chaffin, of 
Marion County, and Julia, deceased. The birth of Rev. W. C. Jenkins 
occurred May 16, 1828, near Dodd City, in \Vashington County, Tenn., 
his parents having been George Washington and Mary (Hodges) Jenkins, 
also natives of \Vashington County, Tenn" where they spent all their 
lives. George \V. Jenkins was a teacher and farmer, and a son of Aaron 
Jenkins, a Virginian by birth, but one of the pioneer settlers of Washington 
County, Tenn., where he, in due course of time, passed from life. The latter's 
father, George Jenkins, is supposed to have come from England. He first 
resided for some time near Baltimore, Md., then removed to Virginia, and 
finally to Tennessee, where he died. The maternal grandfather of William M. 
Jenkins, Howell Hodges, is supposed to have been born in Washington 
County, Tenn., and was a soldier with Gen. Jackson at the battle of Horse
shoe Bend. Rev. \V. C. Jenkins was the eldest of nine children born to his 
~arents, and is. one of the three surviving members of the family. His early 
lIfe was spent 111 the labors of the farm, and he was fortunate enoua-h to secure 
a good common-school education. January 25,1849, he was marri~d to Mary 
daughter of Joshua and Elizabeth (Davidson) Gray, both of whom wer~ 
born, reared, and died in Tennessee. In 1855 Rev. Jenkins removed to St. 
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Francis County, Ark., thence to Kentucky two years later, and in 1860 to 
Marion County, Ark., where he has since made his home, carrying on farming 
on a small scale. For the past twenty-five years he has been a regularly 
ordained minister of the Christian Church, and during this time his influence 
has been for good, and he has been a faithful laborer in the vineyard of his 
Master. He served Marion County in the capacity of deputy sheriff for some 
time after the war, and for a period of six months was sheriff by appointment. 
During the last year of the war he served as orderly sergeant of Company F, 
in Jo Shelby'S command. He is a member of Yellville Lodge No. 117, of the 
A. F. & A. M. The early life of William M. Jenkins was not characterized by 
any particular event, for he was reared to the monotonous, if useful, duties of 
farming and received but few educational advantages. In 1883 he was married 
to Susan Treat, a sister of Mrs. Keesee. She was born in Dade County, Mo., 
and by Mr. Jenkins is the mother of three children: Mary Elsie, Albert and 
Ethel (deceased). 1\11'. Jenkins followed farming in Marion County until 
1892, since which time he has been in his present business and is doing well. 
He has always been a Democrat in politics, and for four years was deputy 
sheriff of Marion County uncleI' C. C. Poynter, from 1888 to 1892. He and his 
wife are worthy members of the Christian Church. 

ALLEN GENTRY. This gentleman is one of the oldest and best known 
pioneers of Stone County, which has been his home since 1836, a period of 
over fifty· eight years. The founder of the family in this section was Allen 
Gentry, Sr., father of subject, a native of Tennessee, where the family was an 
old and prominent one, and a descendant of Revolutionary stock. He was 
married in his native State to Miss Margaret ---, and in the spring of 1836 
he and wife crossed the Mississippi River and located on James River, near 
Galena, in Stone County, where the father followed farming. He was a stanch 
Republican in politics, and in religion he and family held to the Christian 
faith. He made his home in Stone County until he had paid the last debt of 
nature, and there reared to honorable maturity a family of eleven children, seven 
sons and four daughters, leaving them, upon his death, not only a good prop
erty to divide among themselves, but what was rather to be desired than great 
riches-the heritage of an honorable name. Allen Gentry, Jr., was born in 
Tennessee June 12, 1814, and was but a boy when the family came with ox
team to Stone County. He received no schooling, a.nd all his leisure time in 
early life was spent in hunting the wild game, which was plentiful in the 
county. He has killed many deer, turkeys, etc., and has often run down wild 
turkeys. When he became old enough to choose his occupation in life, 
he very naturally selected agricultural pursuits and began improving a piece 
of land in the woods, the farm where he now lives, and for two years lived in 
a camp. Industrious and persevering, he improved every spare moment and 
by diligence and economy, as the years passed away, became the owner of 367 
acres, which is in a bend of the James River, about two miles southwest of 
Galena. He has resided on the farm where he now lives for over fifty years, 
and is OIre of the best known men in the county and the oldest pioneer. In 
politics he is an ardent supporter of Republican principles, and every enter
prise of a worthy nature has been sanctioned by him. During the Rebellion 
he served over two years. He was first in the Home Guards but subsequently 
enlisted in the Seventh Missouri Cavalry of Valparaiso, Company H,as private. 
Mr. Gentry was in a number of b:lttles alld served principally in southwest Mis
sOUl-i and Arkansas, most of his engagements being with bushwhackers. In 
one battle he was wounded three times, and after the war was sick for three 
years from the effects of these wounds. He is now a member of the G. A. R., 
Galena Post. Our subject was first married to Miss Sarah J. Anderson, daugh-
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ter of Samuel Anderson, and ten children were given them: Margaret, wife 
of Henry Baker, of this county; Samuel, married and lives on the old. home 
place (he was a soldier in the Civil War, .Company A, Eleventh MIssouri 
Cavalry; served from first to last and was In numerous battles); Alkn, who 
died when about thirty-eight years of age leaving a family, was in the Home 
Guards during the war; David, deceased, left a family in Texas; Martha, wife 
of T. J. Darrell, who resides on the old home farm, is the mother of several chil
dren (;VIr. Darrell was a soldier in the Se,":enth Missouri Cavalry! Com.pal!.Y H, 
and is a G. A. R. man); Elizabeth, the wIfe of H. C Cagle, reSIdes In Stone 
County; \VilIiam, who resides on a farm on the James River near the old home, 
is married; L. C, married and resides in the Lone Star State, and two chil
dren died young. The mother of these children, who was a member of the 
Christian Church and a sincere, earnest worker in the same, died April 22, 
1884. Mr. Gentry selected his second wife in the person of Mrs. Martha 
Moore, sister of his first wife and the widow of Maj. l'vIoore, an old pioneer 
of this county. Mr. Gentry is now retired from the active duties of life, and 
is satisfied to pass the closing scenes of a long and useful career in peace and 
quiet. He served on the first jury in Stone County. He has ever had a strong 
constitution, but he still suffers from the wounds he received in the war and 
carries two bullets that he received in one battle. He was also shot in the 
head and has partly lost his hearing in one ear. He was a good and faithful 
soldier and fought bravely for the old flag. Mr. Gentry has a large number of 
grandchildren and a number of great-grandchildren. The family is highly 
respected in the county. 

D.-WID \VOLFF. In the whole range of commercial enterprise no interest 
is of more importance than that representing the sale of groceries. This fact 
is recognized and appreciated by all thoughtful and intelligent persons. In 
this connection we take pleasure in calling attention to a house which, 
though only established since 1883, has already proved itself to be indispen
sable to the locality. David Wolff is a native of the Buckeye State, born 
in Ross County January 2, 1852, and is a son of Jacob and Elizabeth Wolff, 
both of whom died in Ohio. This worthy couple were the parents of seven 
children, only two besides our subject now living: Charles A., who is still in 
Ohio, and Fredrick, who is in Kalamazoo, Mich. One son, William, who 
died in 1883, was a soldier in the Civil vVar as was also Charles and Fredrick. 
John, another son, died after reaching mature years, and the remainder of 
the children, daughters, died young. The Wolff family settled in Ohio at an 
early date and the father of our subject was a merchant there. He was a 
native of Germany and came to this country when young. David Wolff 
attained his growth in his native State and was about nine years of age when 
his father died. He received his scholastic training in his native town and 
when twenty-one years of age started out to make his own way in life. He 
first eJlgaged in mining at Joplin and at Ozark, and was thus engaged for 
about ten years, after which he left the mines and engaged in the grocery bus
iness with \V. H. H. Miller on the east side of the square at Ozark. This 
was in 1883, and he and Mrs. Miller continued together for five years, after 
w.hich our s.ubject came to his present location and carried on the business by 
hImself untIl 1::192. He then took as a partner Z. A. Johnson and they are 
now doing a thriving business. For about fifteen years Mr. vVolff has been a 
member of the 1. O. O. F. Lodge No. 206, Ozark, and has held office in the 
same. He. is als?a meJ?ber of the A. O. U. W., Finley Lodge, Ozark, No. 
257· In Ius polItIcal VIews he advocates the platform of the Republican 
party,. and takes a deep interest in the success of the party. He has ever 
been Interested in the building up of the city and is a popular and enthusi-
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astic business man. He is the owner of considerable farming land and also 
owns real estate in Ozark. Mr. Wolff was married in Ozark to Miss Callie 
A. Johnson, and two children are the fruits of this union: Charles A. and 
Roscoe. M;. Wolff and family attend the Methodist Episcopal Church and 
Mrs. Wolff IS a member of the same. This family is well liked in Ozark 
and Mr. Wolff is well known as a thoroughgoing, practical business man. He 
has held a number of city offices and has filled them all in a very creditable 
manner. 

ANDREW ] . FARM ER (deceased). When a citizen of worth and character 
~as ~epar~ed. from this life, it is meet that those who survive him should keep 
In mInd hIs lIfe work, and should hold up to the knowledge and emulation of 
the young his virtues and the characteristics which distinguished him and made 
him worthy the esteem of his neighbors. Therefore, the name of Andrew J. 
Farmer is presented to the readers of this volume as a public-spirited citizen 
and a man well and favorably known throughout the county. He was born in 
Roane County, Tenn., ip 1824, and at an early date came to Missouri, being 
the first of the family to settle in this county. This was about 1845 and he 
made his home here until his death in 1862. He was a son of Archibald 
Farmer, who was also a native of Tennessee, the family being an old and 
prominent one of that State. Our subject grew to mature years in his native 
State, received his education there, and was there married to Miss Nancy 
(Preston) Farmer, a native of the Big Bend State, born in Roane County in 
1826. As above stated, Mr. and Mrs. Farmer came to Missouri in 1845, making 
the trip by wagon, and took up land near the present site of Sparta. Mr. 
Farmer was a prominent man of this county, held a number of local offices and 
was county assessor at the time of his death, being elected to that position by 
the Republican party. Active and enterprising, upright and honorable, he was 
universally respected, and became one of the substantial men of the county 
M~. Farmer made agricultural pursuits his life work and was classed one 0 

the best farmers of his section. Mrs. Farmerwas the daughter of James ana 
Jane (Ellison) Preston, both natives of Tennessee, where they passed their 
entire lives. Mr. and Mrs. Preston raised a family of eight children, but only 
Samuel, Robert, Mrs. Farmer and Moses are now living, all but the latter in 
this county. To Mr. and Mrs. Farmer were born five children, four of whom 
are now living: Lorena]., who is the mother of Dr. Hedgpeth (see sketch); 
Margaret A., who was the wife of J. J. Bruton, died in 1885; James W., a farmer 
living one-half mile north of Sparta on the old home place; A. V. is also living 
on the home place, and J. N., druggist of Sparta. The mother is still living 
and resides on the old home place. The early members of the Farmer family 
were members of the Baptist Church, and most of them adhered to the princi
ples of the Republican party. The old home place is within sight of Sparta 
and was one of the first farms of the county to be opened up. 

PROF.]' M. JOHNSON. This gentleman has resided in Christian County for 
the past six years, and though young, he is full of energy, business qualifica
tion and thoroughly fitted for the drug business which he is now following. 
He is a native of Webster County, Mo., born February 24, 1862, but was 
reared principally in Wright County, this State. Heis ason of J. C. and Mary 
(Russell) Johnson and the grandson of Spencer Johnson who was a Virginian 
by birth but of Scotch-Irish origin. The latter was an early pioneer of 
Tennessee, and some of the members of this family were active in both the 
Revolutionary War and the War of 1812. J. C. Johnson and his mother, who 
was a widow at that time, came to Missouri as early as 1832, about the time the 
Indians were moved westward bv the Government, and settled in Wright, now 
Webster County,fourmiles from Seymour. There they resided until the breaking 
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out of the Civil War, then moved to Arkansas. The father of our subject 
enlisted with Gen. Price and was with him in the Arkansas campaign and in the 
raid through Missouri. Previous to this he was married in Webster County to 
Miss Russell, and after cessation of hostilities he returned to vVright County. 
He participated in a number of hard-fought battles and was a fearless soldier. 
He and his wife are still living on the old farm in vVright County and are well 
respected in the community. The nine children born to them were named in 
the order of their births as follows: ]. M., subject; Ella, Nancy, Thomas, 
Ophelia, William, Eliza, Jennie, and Laura. The father has always tilled the 
soil and is a wide-awake energ-etic farmer and a man well posted on all the cur
rent topics of the day. Prof. J. M. Johnson spent his early days on the farm 
near Henderson and attended the country schools. Later he attended the 
high school at Hartville and the normal school at Henderson, \Nebster County. 
From there he entered the Missouri State Medical College at St. Louis and grad
uated from the same in 1892 with a view to practice medicine, and is a registered 
pharmacist. \Vhen he left school he began teaching and cOIltinued this until 
he entered the Medical College. He taught in the public schools of Wright and 
Vlebster Counties and for five years was president of a private normal at tl1at 
place. As an educator he is well known and very popular and has had con
siderable experience. In 1892 he began the study of medicine and also 
embarked in the drug trade. In the latter he is in partnership with John B. 
\Vitty, who has lived in this county for a number of years. Our subject took 
up his residence in Sparta in 1887 and since then has been one of the prominent 
business men of the place. He also owns considerable real estate and has made 
a success of whatever he has undertaken. He selected his wife in the person 
of Miss Mary C. Ruffin, daughter of Henry Ruffin an early pioneer of the county, 
and three children ha\'e been born to this union: vValter; Otto, died young; 
and Lester. Prof. Johnson is a member of the 1. O. O. F. and the A. F & A. M. 
of Sparta, and has held all the offices in the former organization. In politics 
he is with the Democratic party and was elected by that party to the office of 
county superintendent of schools, holding the position for two years. He has 
ever been interested in educational work, and he and family are members of 
the Cumberland Presbyterian Church in which he is deacon. 

A. C. CRAIN, ex-sheriff of Christian County and one of the representative 
men of the same, is now living a retired life at Sparta, Mo. He is a native of 
Tennessee, born in Franklin County October 2, 1833, and the son of vVilliam 
B. and Alice (Ford) Crain, natives of Tennessee. The grandfather, William 
B. Crain, was a native of North Carolina and came to Tennessee at an early 
day. Later he moved with his family to Stoddard County, Mo., and in 1842 
settled with his family in Greene County. Previous to this, in 1839, the father 
of our subject died and the mother followed him to the grave the following 
year. Both died in Stoddard County. The grandfather reared the three chil
dren born to this union. William Crain resided in Taylor Township, Greene 
County, for three or four years and then moved on the James River, near Gal
~oway. Two yeaTs later he moved to Newton County, Mo., before it was organ
Ized and made hiS home there for three years. There his death occurred and 
th: family subsequently moved back to Greene County, settling in the same 
neighborhood where they had formerly lived. Some years later the grand
mother went back to Newton County and there received her final summons. 
She and her husband were the parents of eleven children: Mahala, Lucinda, 
Hannah, D911ie, Mary, James, Hiram, William B. (father of subject), Leroy, 
John and Samuel. Seyeral of the sons took an active part in the Rebellion. 
John and Leroy w~re 1I1 the Union Army, while James and Hiram were in 
Texas and soldiers 111 the Confederate Army. The Crain family held mem-
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bership in the Methodist Episcopal Church and the male members of the 
family were Democrats at an early day. The original of this notice was the 
eldest of three children. The others were: Hiram H., who was a resident of 
this county until the breaking out of the war, when he enlisted in the Union 
Army and was killed near Booneville, Ark., in the last fight of his regiment. He 
enlisted in the Eighth Missouri Volunteer Cavalry, under Col. W. F. Gregor, 
and served three years, his death occurring October 24, 1864. To his marriage 
have been born two children, both of whom are residing in Webster County. 
The subject of this sketch was reared in this part of the county and in Sep
tember, 1862, he enlisted in Company L, Eighth Regiment Volunteer Cav
alry, and served until the close of the war. He and his brother Hiram were 
in all the battles of the regiment and saw much hard service, but our subject 
was never wounded or made a prisoner of war. Receiving his discharge in 
July, 1865, Mr. Crain, who had worked his way from a private to the rank of 
first lieutenant, returned to his home. Previous to the war, in 1859, he was 
married to Miss Martha Kershner and two children were born before the war, 
one just the day before he left to enter the army. Mrs. Crain was a native of 
Greene County, born in 1842, and the daughter of John and Martha (Amous) 
Kershner, who came to Greene County, Mo., about 1849. Mr. and Mrs. Kersh
ner were the parents of ten children, as follows: vViIliam, Thomas, John H., 
Delvitt c., James, Elizabeth, Francis, Sarah, Harriet and Martha. This family 
came from Tennessee and became well known in Greene County. After the 
war Mr. Crain began farming on his present property and continued to till the 
soil until 1872, when he was elected sheriff and collector of Christian County. 
This position he filled in a very satisfactory manner for seven years. He has 
always affiliated with the Republican party and is a most worthy citizen. He 
was deputy sheriff of Greene County before the war and was elected mayor 
of Sparta when the town was incorporated. He is now retired from active 
business and resides with his family in Sparta. He has reared four daughters 
and four sons, all of whom are living: Luzanna is the wife of WillialJ1 Robert
son, of Ozark; Harriett is the widow of James Bench (she has five children 
and is now making her home with our subject); Martha, wife of J ames Adams, 
who is the county clerk; Inez, at home; vVilliam H., who is married and a 
farmer; John H. resides at Ozark and is deputy county clerk; Thomas is in 
the machine shops of the Frisco Railroad at Springfield and James, the young
est, is still in school. Mr. and Mrs. Crain attend the Christian Church, of 
which the latter is a member. Mr. Crain is a member of the I. O. O. F. lodge 
at Sparta, is an old member and has held all the offices in the order. He is 
also a member of the G. A. R. post at Sparta. Aside from a good farm 
adjoining Sparta, Mr. Crain owns property in that town. He is a self-made 
man, for he started out for himself without a dollar in his pocket, educated 
himself and made a success of his life. He attended the district school three 
months each year for a number of years, and being studious and persevering 
became a well-informed man. He is well known to the people of this and 
other counties and during the time he was sheriff he had the Hart-Davis case 
to handle and took the first prisoner from this county to the penitentiary. 
He has always been interested in church and school work and helped organize 
this township when it had no free schools. He assisted in building five school 
houses. For six years Mr. Crain was a merchant of Sparta. 

JOHN MAY. The grandfather of our subject, Caswell May, was a native 
of the Keystone State, but at an early date came to Tennessee, and was among 
the pioneers there. He descended from prominent Dutch stock, and became 
one of the representative men of Tennessee. His son, Adam May, father 
of subject, was born in Tennessee, and was married in that State to Miss 

84 
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Elizabeth McGinnis. After his marriage he located on a farm in Vlashington 
County, and there he and wife passed the remainder of th~ir day~. The 
following children were born to them: Mary, Anna, Emalme, Elizabeth, 
Caswell, David, John (subject), Catherine, Jesse, Martin, Amanda and Adam. 
Of these, Caswell, John, Jesse, Ernaline, Elizabeth and Adam came to Missouri, 
settling in the southwest part of the State. All married and all reared families. 
The original of this sketch was born in Vlashington County, Tenn., November 
7, 1825, and was a young man when he came to this State. He resided one 
year in Greene County, and then came to Taney County, where he worked on 
a farm. During the :vrexican War he enlisted in RaIl's regiment at Springfield, 
and served about eighteen months, fighting Indians in the mountains for the 
most part. Returning from the war, he was married in 1848 to Miss Amanda 
Morgan, daughter of \Nashington ?lIorgan, who lives on Beaver Creek above 
Kissee Mills, and who was an early pioneer of Taney County, locating in the 
county some time in the fifties. After his marriage Mr. May settled on a farm 
on Beaver Creek, and took up a homestead on which he resided for eight 
years. He then moved to the farm where he now lives, a tract consisting 
of 200 acres in Cedar Township, on \Vhite River, about seven miles from 
Forsvth, and here he has made his home since. At one time he owned a farm 
of 1 i 5 acres on \Vhite River, near Forsyth, and he now owns a farm of 160 
acres in the somh part of the county, on 'White River. He is one of the' 
largest land owners in the county, and is a man of sound judgment, upright
ness and integrity. During the Rebellion he enlisted in the Confederate 
Army. but served only for a short time. During that time he was with Gen. 
Price in his raid through .:'Ilissouri. l\Ir. May lost nearly all his accumulations 
during the war, was wounded at his home by a guerrilla, and after cessation 
of hostilities was obliged to start from the beginning again. Farming and 
stockraising has been his principal occupation in life, and the thorough man
ner in which he has taken hold of all advanced ideas has had a great deal to 
do with his success in life. From the age of twenty-one he has advocated the 
principles of the Democratic party, and he is a public-spirited, enterprising 
citizen, who extends a helping hand to all laudable enterprises. He is a member 
of the Baptist Church. Mr. May's first wife was born in Kentucky in 1832, 
and died September 5, 1861. To this union were born nine children: Samuel 
M., married and residing in Lawrence County, Mo., died January 25, 1888; 
Elizabeth A., wife of James Coulter, died leaving one child; David H., married, 
resides on a farm in Taney County; Mary, wife of James Roat, resides near 
Kirbyville, Taney County; Frances E., wife of Charles Clayton, died leaving 
one child; Amanda C. died young; Martha E., deceased, was the wife of Greene 
Stallcup; William 1., single, died in 1877, and one died in infancy. In 1870 
Mr. l\Iay was married to l'IIrs. Fraker, widow of John F. Fraker, who lived in 
Dodge County, Ark., and who died during the war. One child was born to 
that unio.n, John V .. who is now deceased. Mrs. May was born in Knox County, 
Tenn., :'IIay 24, 1841, and is a daughter of George \V. Hensley and Laura 
( Henson) Hensley, both natives of Tennessee, who carne to Dallas County, 
Mo., in 1856: About 1868 AIr. and ?lfrs. Hensley moved to Taney County and 
settled on \\'hite River, above Forsyth, where he followed farming until his 
death a~out 1884. A year later the mother too passed away. They reared 
eight children to mature years: Susan E .. Augustus c., who is livinO' on a 
farm on \Vhite River: Charit\-, wife of S. :Vladdux; Marcus, residinO' in 
Taney County; Lucy A., deceased, was the wife of Jasper McMillen, of T~ney 
County; \\'illiam P., a farmer of this countv; Sarah M., deceased, was the wife 
of \Villiam Howard, and l\1ary c., who is'the wife of John Rollen. Mr. and 
Mrs . .:'I1ay have reared three children, as follows: Laura M., wife of "William 
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Merideth, is the mother of three children-Martha F., Georgianna and John A.; 
George J., single, and John M. B. Mrs. May is also a member of the Baptist 
Church, and is a lady well liked by all. They have one of the pleasantest 
rural homes In the; county, and are classed among the foremost citizens of 
the same. 

JOHN D. FORBIS. Among the worthy residents of Lincoln Township, 
Christian County, Mo., it is but just to say that Mr. Forbis occupies a con
SpiCUOUS and honorable place, for he has always been honest, industrious and 
enterprising, and as a result has met with more than ordinary success. He is 
a man well known in agricultural circles, and is recognized as a careful, ener
getic farmer and stockdealer, who by his advanced ideas and progressive hab
its has done much to improve the farming and stockraising interests of his 
section. He has a native pride in this township, for he was born here in 1848, 
and it is but natural that he should strive to see all its matters placed on a 
footing equal, if not superior, to the affairs of other counties in the State. His 
father, Joseph G. Forbis, was probably born in North Carolina about 1815, 
but when quite small iminigrated with his parents to Kentucky. While but a 
youth he left his parents and went to the Prairie State, where he remained 
until about 1830, when he came to what is now Christian County, working as a 
farm hand there for some time. Later he married Miss Sarah Dixon, mother 
of our subject, and located in the woods near where the James Bridge is on 
James River, nine miles east of Billings and sixteen miles south of Springfield. 
Here he improved a good farm, but subsequently settled on another farm in 
the woods near by, on which he spent the remainder of his days, dying in 
1882. He was a lifelong farmer and an honorable, upright and industrious 
citizen. This worthy man was one of the very first settlers of Christian 
County, and one of its most thrifty and progressive citizens. He settled in 
this county long before the Indians were removed. His first wife died in 1862 
and his second union was with Mrs. Louisa Owens (nee Hinds), by whom he 
had six children. Our subject was second in order of birth of five children: 
Robert A., a prominent farmer of this township; subject; Samuel D., another 
farmer of this township; Elizabeth, deceased, was the wife of William Owens, 
and Martha A., who died young. Our subject has spent all his life in this 
neighborhood, and received but very little schooling. In July, 1864, when but 
seventeen years of age, he joined Company H, Seventy-second Missouri Vol
unteer Cavalry, for sixteen months and served until the close of the war. His 
principal service was on Gen. Price's raid, during which time he fought at 
Booneville, Jefferson City, Fort Scott, Kan., and Newtonia. He was dis
charged at Springfield in 1865. Mr. Forbis selected his wife in the person of 
Miss Sarah Lucy O'Bryant, a native of this county, and their nuptials were 
celebrated in 1873. Her parents, Jackson and Louisa O'Bryant, were very 
early settlers of what is now Christian County, and the former is now residing 
in Republic. Mrs. O'Bryant died a number of years ago. Mr. and Mrs. For
bis' union was blessed by the birth of eight children, as follows: Sarah, wife 
of H. F. Bledsoe; Robert J.; Mary, died when fifteen years of age; Martha; 
Cretia Beulah; and Joseph J., Noah and Martha .died in infancy. The mother 
of these children died in August, 1889. For about twenty years Mr. Forbis 
has lived on his present farm of 335 acres. adjoining the farm on which he was 
born. and has it well improved and well cultivated. He devotes all of his 
attention to farming and stockdealing, and is engaged in buying and feeding. 
Mr. Forbis has made his property by his own exertions and is now a stock
holder in the Bank of Billings. In politics he is a Democrat, but has never 
sought for office. 
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z. A. JOHNSON. It is generally considered by those in.the habit of super
ficial thinking that the history of so-called great men only IS worthy of preser
vation, and that little merit exists among the masses to call forth the praise of 
the historian or the cheers and appreciation of mankind. A greater mistake 
was never made. No man is great in all things,and very few are great in many 
things. Many, by a lucky stroke, achieve lasting fame, who before that had 
no reputation beyond the limits of the!r neighborhood. It is not a history of 
the lucky stroke which benefits humamty most, but the long study and effort 
which made the lucky stroke possible. It is the preliminary work-the method 
-that serves as a guide for the success of others. Thus it appears that the 
lives of the masses out of which come the men who control the world, will 
furnish the grandest, truest lesson for the benefit of humanity. Among the 
successful and popular business men of Ozark, stands Z. A. Johnson, who is 
a member of the well-known grocery establishment of Wolff & Johnson. He 
was originally from the Hoosier State, born in Owen County February 16, 
185 I, and is a son of J. S. and Hannah (Dean) Johnson, natives of Indiana and 
Ohio, respectively. His grandparents on both sides came originally from Vir
ginia, where they were among the prominent families of that grand old State. 
Until 1864 OUl' subject remained in his native State, and then accompanied his 
father to Iowa, settling in Clark County, at Osceola where they remained until 
1866. They moved to Kansas, and thence, in 1868, to Missouri, locating at 
Carthage, where they made their home until 1873, when the family settled at 
Ozark. Our subject was fairly educated in his native State, Iowa and Kansas, 
and in 1870 started out in business for himself. Possessed of much energy, per
severance and business acumen it would have been strange had he not made a 
success of whatever he undertook. For some time he was engaged on the 
railroad, and then followed mining in zinc and lead for about ten years. In 
the year 1885 he was elected on the Republican ticket sheritf of Christian 
County. His ability and fearlessness in the discharge of his duties gave satis
faction to all, regardless of politics, and he was reelected to that position twice, 
serving from 1885 until 1890. He has ever affiliated with the Republican party, 
is well known all over the cour.ty, and was sheriff during the Bald Knob 
troubles. He has held a number of public offices in Ozark, being deputy sheriff 
and city marshal, and so well did he fill those positions that he was elected 
sheriff by a large majority. Fraternally Mr. Johnson is a member of Friend 
Lodge No. 352, A. F. & A. M., at Ozark. In choosing his wife, he selected 
Miss Maggie Boyd, a native of Wright County, Mo., and the daughter of 
Samuel Boyd, who was an early pioneer of Ozark. To this union three chil
dren were born, namely: Harry, Bernice and James. Mr. Johnson and family 
reside at Ozark, where they have a pleasant home, and the family attend the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. Mr. Johnson is interested in the grocery busi
ness and the Ozark Furniture Company, and is also a stockholder and director 
in the Christian County Bank. He is a self-made man in every sense of that 
much-abused term, and his natural shrewdness, combined with industry and 
perseverance, brought him to the front as one of the most successful business 
men of the city. In the grocery business operated by himself and David Wolff, 
they handle staple and fancy groceries, and are doing an annual trade of about 
$20,000. The business is conducted on a sound and liberal basis, and the 
public places in it a full measure of confidence. 

W. W. MOORE. He who is careful of small things, and who earns a repu
tation for honesty and reliability by observing the promises he has made. is 
already on the high road to a consummation of his hopes. Such an one is 
W. W. Moore, who is a prominent general merchant of Protem, Mo. He was 
born in Hardin County, Ky., in 1844, a son of Henry and Nancy (Litsey) 
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Moore, who were born in Kentucky, in which State the father spent his life in 
the occupation of farming, his death occurring in 1867. His father, George 
Moore, was a \:,il'ginian by birth, but he was brought up in Kentucky, and died 
before the subject of this sketch had any recollection of him. He was of 
Irish extraction and a farmer by occupation. The maternal grandparents, 
James Litsey and wife, died on Blue Grass soil. W. W. Moore is the eldest of 
six sons and six daughters born to his parents: Harrison and Mattie, Ann, 
Sarah, Mary and Hannah, deceased; Josie, James, John, Horace (who resides in 
Protem, Mo.), Harvey and W. W. The latter received the education and rear
ing of the average farmer's boy of his day, and at the age of twenty-one began 
farming for himself, continuing this for several years. He was married in 1866 to 
Susan, daughter of David and Lizzie Burnett, who came from east Kentucky 
to Hardin County, Mo., where Mr. Burnett was engaged in merchandising until 
his death. Mrs. Moore was born in Hardin County, and has borne Mr. Moore 
six interesting children. In 1880 Mr. Moore removed with his family to Pro
tem, and followed farming and stockraising exclusively until 1884, when he 
embarked in the mercantile business, and is now one of the most prosperous 
business men of the county, a fact which is due to his own sound judgment, push 
and enterprise. He does an annual business of considerable magnitude and in 
addition to his mercantile operations he is engaged in handling cotton and is 
an extensive feeder and shipper of live stock. In 1890 he purchased the flour
ing mill at Protem, which he has recently converted into a roller mill, with four 
sets of double rollers, having a capacity of forty barrels per day. In this enter
prise he is associated with a Mr. Wells, and these gentlemen have one of the 
most perfect mills ill this section of the country, within a radius of fifty miles. 
It has already built up a good trade, both wholesale and retail, and the flour 
which is manufactured there is of a very fine grade, is carried by all the leading 
grocers of that section and is very popular with housewives. Mr. Moore came 
to Protem with only a few hundred dollars as his capital, but hi5 native energy, 
push and intelligence have placed him on his present flourishing financial 
basis, and he is universally respected for the upright manner in which he has 
conducted all his operations. He is justly considered one of the most sub
stantial business men of Taney County. He is a member of Cloflin Lodge 
No. 229, of the A. F. & A. M., at Protem. 

ALEXANDER THOMPSON, farmer and stockraiser of Williamson Township, 
Stone County, Mo., and one of the representative men of the section in which 
he lives, is a native of Tennessee, born in Maury County March 25, 1833. 
His parents, Thomas and Lucinda (Dobyns) Thompson, were natives of 
Indiana and Kentucky, respectively, and their nuptials were celebrated in the 
latter State. From there they moved to Indiana, and thence to Tennessee, 
the father dying in Williamson County of the latter State when about forty-five 
years of age. He was a farmer, but was of a roving disposition, and never 
accumulated much property. He enlisted in th~ War of 1812, bu~ did not enter 
the service. He was one of three or four children born to Elder Thomas 
Thompson, who was for many years a Primitive Baptist preacher, and also a 
farmer on a small scale. He died in the Hoosier State. The mother of our 
subject died in Williamson County, Tenn., in 1852. Twelve children were. bo~n 
to her marriage, six sons and six daughters, as follows: Hugh D., a soldier m 
the Mexican War died in 1846; Elizabeth died in Dunklin County, Mo., and 
was the wife of D~niel Gardner; Joseph, a farmer, and a soldier in the lVlexican 
War died in St. Francois County, Mo.; Nancy, who also died in St. Francois 
Cou;ty, Mo., was the wife of Samuel Gardner; Richard, of Christian County, 
was also a soldier in the Mexican War with Col., afterward Gen. Cheatham, of 
Tennessee; Jane, wife of Robinson Sparkman, died in St. Francois County, 
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Mo.; subject; William, of Billings, Mo.; Amanda, who died quite young; 
Lucinda, the wife of William Hargrove, died in Chri5~ian Coun.ty, and two 
others died in infancy. Our subject was only about eight or nme years of 
age when his father died, and he remained with his mother until grown, 
assisting on the farm, and attending school only about four or five months, 
and that when nearly grown. He was married in Maury County, Tenn., in 
1855, to Miss Sarah Rainey, a native of Maury County and the daughter of 
Chesley Rainey, who came to Greene County in 1856, and died there ten years 
later. He was a farmer. Mrs. Thompson died in 1868. To Mr. and Mrs. 
Thompson were born four children: Mary Ann, wife of John Wallace, of 
Greene County; Margaret, wife of Frank Gamble, of Stone County; George 
died when twenty-two years of age, leaving a wife and child, both now 
deceased; Artemisia, wife of Thomas Lane. In 1873 Mr. Lane married 
Rosetta Griffin, a native of La Porte County, Ind., and the daughter of Frank 
Griffin, who came from La Porte County, Ind., to Missouri and engaged in 
milling, first in Osage and then in Christian County. There he and wife 
received their final summons. The five children born to Mr. and Mrs. 
Thompson were named as follows: Volutia B., wife of Andrew Morris, of Stone 
County; Charley Baker, Birdie May, Walter P. S. and Claiborne. In 1855 
Mr. Thompson came by wagon to Stoddard County, Mo., and after making 
one crop moved to Greene County, locating in the woods just above where 
the Wilson Creek battle was fought, and remained there until 1880, making a 
good farm. He then came to the neighborhood where he resides, and for eight 
years has lived on his present property, fourteen miles below Galena, where 
he has seventy acres, with about forty acres cleared. Farming has been his 
principal occupation through life. He served in the Home Guards during 
1861, and on March 4, 1862, he joined Company D, Fourteenth Missouri Vol
unteer Cavalry, serving in same until the winter of 1863-64, when he was 
discharged on account of disability. He operated principally in Arkansas and 
Missouri, and was in a number of battles and numerous skirmishes. He was 
in the Marmaduke fight at Springfield, January 8, 1862, and there he received 
a severe wound in the left hip by grapeshot. He has never fully recovered 
from the effects of this, and receives a pension. After being discharged in 
Jefferson City he came home and was made lieutenant of the Home Guards, 
holding that position until the close of the war. While in the army he held 
the position of commissary sergeant. Previous to the war Mr. Thompson was 
a Democrat, but since then he has been strictly independent, voting for 
principle, not for party. He and Mrs. Thompson are members of the Christian 
Church, and his first wife was also a member of that church. He is one of 
the honest, industrious and hospitable men of the county. 

SAMUEL G. MCCRACKEN. Among the active and energetic business men of 
Ozark is Samuel G. McCracken, grain dealer and grocery merchant. He has 
acquired an enviable reputation as a business man and citizen, and well 
deserves the large competency he has acquired by honest methods and strict 
business integJ;ity. The McCracken family is of Scotch-Irish origin and the 
first members of this family to come to America settled in Tennessee, where 
they were esteemed as honorable and upright men and women. Thomas 
McCracken, grandfather of our subject, was born in Tennessee, as was also 
Nathaniel McCracken, the father of our subject, whose birth occurred in Will
iamson County in 1813. The latter married Miss Arissa Cates and our subject 
was one of the children born to this union. Samuel G. McCracken was born 
in Hickory County, Mo., March 30, 1851, and there remained until ten years 
of age, a.tt~nding ?istrict schoo~ and a~sisting on the farm. The breaking out 
of the CivIl War l11terrupted hiS studies at the "above mentioned age, but he 
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remained in h~s native county until after the war, when he entered the high 
school at Bollvar. Two years later he entered Drury College, when it was 
first opened in 1871, and passed three years in that well-known institution of 
learning. After leaving college he was employed as shipping clerk by]. M. 
Doling, grain merc!lant. a,nd remained with him two years. During his col
lege days he marned M1SS Mary]. Rountree, a native of Tennessee, born 
November 25,1855, an.d tl:e daughter of George W. and M.]. (Reggs) Roun
tree. 1\1r. Rountree died 111 Tennessee during the war, and his widow, also a 
Tennesseean. is living in Springfield. She afterward married a M1'. Pate, a min
ister in the Christian Church at Springfield. By her first union she became 
the mother of two children: Mrs. McCracken and A. j., and to the second mar
riage were born two children: Robert L., who is employed in the manufacture 
of tobacco, and Corda ]., who married A. Davidson, of Springfield. After 
clerking two years for Mr. Doling our subject became a partner in the grain 
and mercantile business with this gentleman and in 1880 built the first grain 
and store building in that place. They continued in business there until 1882 
and then moved to Sparta, Christian County, where they built an elevator and 
for some time were engaged in buying lumber, building houses, handling 
live stock, carrying on a store and buying and shipping cord-wood. M1'. 
McCracken remained in Sparta until 1878 and then moved to Springfield, 
where he purchased property. Since that time he has made his home there 
and at Ozark. He came to Ozark and purchased an interest in the Schmook 
Milling Company a11(i he is now secretary of that company. He is also 
engaged in buying grain and is making a success of all his enterprises. Mr. 
McCracken is a gentleman in the prime of life and one who commands the 
respect of all by his upright principle and courteous bearing. He is a Mason, 
a member of United Lodge NO.5 at Springfield, and he and wife are members 
of the Christian Church. They have no children of their own, but have reared 
two boys (Robert A. and Samuel L.), who were orphan children of Albert 
McCracken. These children are enterprising young men and both are in the 
employ of S. H. Horin in the ice factory at Springfield. In politics Mr. 
McCracken is a Republican and is deeply interested in political matters as 
well as in all public enterprises. He is a pushing. enterprising man, the kind 
that build cities, make railroads, etc., and no one is more highly esteemed. 
He is now interested in the milling, grain and wood and lumber business and 
to some extent is operating in real estate, buying and selling on his own 
account. A large amount of land in Christian County belongs to him and in 
the buying of grain he does an annual business of about $30,000 a year. The 
McCracken family is one of the oldest in the Ozark Region. Our subject's 
parents are still living in Hickory County and have been married for fifty-five 
years. They reside on the old place where they first settled in 1833. 

B. B. MELTON. Since the year 1851 Mr. Melton has been a resident of 
Christian County, and he is olle of the best-known and much esteemed citizens 
of this section. It is a pleasure to chronicle the history of a man whose life 
has been one of honor and usefulness and although he is now in his seventy
fifth year, time has dealt leniently with him, and he is in the enjoyment of 
comparatively good health. Like many other citizens of the county, he is a 
native of Tennessee, born in Cannon County, August 12,1820, to the marriage 
of ] acob and Lucy (Matthews) Melton. The parents came to this county in 
1851, located in Elk Valley, southwest of Ozark, and there passed the remainder 
of their days, the mother dying in 1865 and the father in October, 1871. Shortly 
after this worthy couple's marriage, which occurred in Alabama, they moved 
to Tennessee, and from there to this State. Both were natives of North Car
olina, and they were among the pioneers of the Big Bend State. Grandfather 
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Matthews was a soldier in the Revolutionary \Var. The father of our subject 
followed farming all his life and was fairly successful in that occupation. To 
his marriage were born eleven children: Mary, James M., Nancy A., B. B. (our 
subject), Elizabeth, Eliza ]., Angeline, Ansel, Thomas, Elsie and Tilitia. Five 
of these children are now living and four are in this county. Thomas and Ansel 
were in the Union Army during the Rebellion. Our subject was about twelve 
years of age when his parents moved to Tennessee, and he there finished his 
growth and married Miss M. C. Elkins, daughter of Thomas Elkins. To our 
subject and wife ha\'e been born eleven children, nine of whom are living: 
John M., Anna c., Alonzo D., Alexander, Eliza. Lucy, James B., Billard, one 
name unlearned, and two, Martha and Almeda who died young. While resid
ing in Cannon County, Tenn., 1\Ir. Melton was elected treasurer of the county 
and although formerly a Democrat in politics he is now with the People's 
party. He has a good farm of 160 acres and is succeeding fairly well as an 
agriculturist. He has ever been interested in all public matters, extends a 
liberal hand to all worthy movements, and is one of the county's best citizens. 
He and his estimable wife have reared a large family and all are married 
except the youngest son. A number of children are residing in southwest 
Missouri, two sons, railroad men, are in Springfield, another son is in the State 
of \Vashington, and the remainder are in this county, and are well-to-do men 
and women. Mr. Melton and family are with the Christian Church. He is a 
good farmer and a prominent man. 

THOMAS R. ApPLEBY, 1\1. D. In tracing the genealogy of the Appleby 
family in America, we find that three brothers of that name left the Green 
Isle of Erin and came to Amedca about the time of the Revolutionary War. 
James Appleby, grandfather of our subject, was a son of one of these brothers. 
He was a native of Tennessee, whither his father had moved from Pennsyl
vania in 1832, and was a soldier in the V\'ar of 1812. About 1832 Grandfather 
Appleby moved to Springfield, Mo., where he was among the first settlers, but 
later located in Polk County, that State, where he and his worthy wife passed 
the remainder of their days. His son, Andrew M., father of the subject, was 
born in Tennessee, and was only eight years of age when the family moved by 
wagon to Missouri. His birth occurred in Lincoln County, where some mem
bers of this family reside at the present time. Andrew grew to mature years 
in Polk County, and attended school but three months in early life. He mar
ried Miss Lititia Sumners, a native of Tennessee, born in 1827, and afterward 
began to gain an educa:tion, attending a common school for some time. He 
settled in Greene County, near Ash Grove, and there reared his family. His 
occupation in life was farming and stockraising, but he also followed black
smithing to some extent, having learned that trade in youth. Previous to the 
war he was a \Vhig in politics, but afterward a stanch Democrat. He became 
one of the substantial men of his section, and by his upright, honorable career, 
won many friends. He wished very much to be a soldier in the Mexican War, 
but his father put a stop to it. The mother of our subject is still living in 
Greene County, on the old home place where her father, William D. Sumners, 
located as early as 1832, when he came with his family from Tennessee, and 
where Grandfather Sumners passed his last days. To Mr. and Mrs. Appleby 
were born nine children, only four of whom are living at the present time: Dr. 
Thomas R., our subject, is the oldest; }. \V. B., is residing in Menonville, and 
is cashier of the Bank of Menonville; Alonzo S. resides near Ash Grove, 
Greene County, on the old home; and Andrew B., who resides in Calhoun, 
H~n.ry County:, Mo., ~nd is a minist~r in the Methodist EjJiscopal Church. The 
ongmal of thIS notIce was born m Polk County, Mo., April 24, 1849, princi 
pally reared in Ash Grove and in addition to the district school he attended 
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the high school of Springfield. In 1868 he took up the study of medicine 
and graduated at St. Louis. In 1873 he began practicing his profession at 
Walnut Grove, Greene County, and remained there until 1875, after which he 
located in Barton County. From there he came to this county in 1879 and is 
the oldest practicing physician in the county. He has been unusually success
ful as a practitioner of the healing art, is well up to the times in medical lore, 
and has the ability to apply his knowledge at the proper time and in the proper 
place. He has a large and paying practice. He is a member of the 1. O. O. F. 
at Ash Grove, and a charter member of the A. O. U. W. lodge at that 
place. The Doctor is a Democrat, and has ever been interested in polit
ical matters; is a member of the County Medical Association, and is well read 
and posted on all medical subjects. He married, in Dade County, Mo., Miss 
Elizabeth A. Travs, a native of Scott County, Va., born May 15, 1853, and 
the daughter of Edward Travs, who came from the Old Dominion to Dade 
County at an early date, and he finally settled in this county in 1853. Mrs. 
Appleby is a lady of culture and refinement, and is of a good old family. The 
Doctor and wife have reared two children: Katie, who is the wife of O. E. 
Kinloch, of Billings, a railroad man (they have one child, Wayne); Dr. 
Appleby's second child, Lena, is now eleven years of age, and is attending 
school. Dr. and Mrs. Appleby lost three children in infancy. He and wife 
attend the lVlethodist Episcopal Church, of which she is a member, and both are 
highly esteemed in the community. 

JOHN MOSELEY, who since 1840 has been a resident of this county, is a 
man highly esteemed by all and one whose career has been upright and hon
orable in every particular. He was born in Shelby County, Ill., March 14, 
1825, and is a son of Len S. and Elizabeth (Whitten) Moseley. The elder 
Moseley was a native of the blue grass regions of Kentucky, where his par
ents, John and Priscilla Moseley, were among the pioneers. They came orig
inally from South Carolina. At an early date Grandfather l'doseley moved to 
Missouri and first settled on vVhite River. Later he settled on Beaver Creek, 
where his death occurred many years ago. He reared a large family, but the 
father of our subject was the only one to come to Taney County and make a 
home. He crossed the boundary lines of this county in 1840 and took up his 
home on Beaver Creek, where he passed the remainder of his life. He was a 
soldier in the Black Hawk War. Although a native of Kentucky, he spent 
many years on a farm in Shelby County, Ill., and tilled the soil all his life. In 
politics he was a Democrat, and was well and favorably known all over the 
county. He was married in his native State, and a family of five children were 
born to this union who reached maturity, as follows: John, our subject; 
Easton, who resides in Taney County; Henry, who died before the war; 
Len., a soldier who died in the Confederate Army; and Ann, who resides in 
the Lone Star State. Several children died young. The father delighted in 
hunting and in the pioneer days of Missouri could gratify this taste without 
much trouble, for the woods abounded in game, and he killed many deer, 
bears, wolves, etc. Mrs. Mosely died in Taney County a number of years ago. 
The original of this notice was a sturdy lad of sixteen when he came with his 
parents to Taney County, in the common schools of which he secured a fair 
education. In r849 he began farming on Beaver Creek, and this has continued 
to be his chosen occupation in life. In connection with farming he was also 
in the saw mill, grist mill and cotton gin business, and has succeeded unusually 
well in all his undertakings, being now the owner of 300 acres of excellent 
land. Like his ancestors he is a Democrat in politics and has held a number 
of important positions in the county. In 1856 he was elected to the office of 
county judge, held that position four years, and in 1880 was elected to the 
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office of sheriff and collector, being reelected to that position two years later. 
His official career was marked by great fidelity, uprightness and efficiency, and 
although he started in life with limited means, he is now one of the wealthy 
citizens of that county, and, what is better, is universally respected. He chose 
his wife in the person of Miss Parnecie E. Wommack, daughter of Joseph and 
Margaret (Morris) Wommack, who were among the old pioneers of Greene 
County, near old Delaware Town. Mr. and Mrs. Wommack came from Ken
tucky to this State, and here the mother died during ~he wa:. The father died 
just across the line in Arkansas after the war. Five children were born to 
them as follows: William G., Parnecie E. (Mrs. Moseley), Joseph, Benjamin 
and john N. Mrs. Moseley and John N. are the only ones now living. To 
our sebject and wife have been born twelve children: Joseph L.; Margaret, 
deceased; Benjamin H., in Texas; Parnecie E., wife of George Roach, of 
Texas; John, who is in the Nation; James T., residing in Taney County; 
Lucy, wife of James Griggs, of this county; Jefferson C., also of this county; 
William E.; Mossman; and two who died unnamed. The children now living 
are all married and nearly all have families. Mr. and Mrs. Moseley have 
great-grandchildren in this county. Mrs. Moseley is a member of the 
Baptist Church. Since 1840 Mr. Moseley has resided in the neighborhood 
where he now lives, and he delighted as much in hunting as his father. His 
wife made the clothing for a large family of children, and in spinning and 
weaving used the old-fashioned hand cards. They experienced many hard
ships in those pioneer days, but as a result they can now pass their declining 
years in peace and plenty, and with the consciousness that they have contrib
uted their full share toward the county's development and progress. Mr. 
Moseley was a heavy loser during the war. His house was burned and he and 
family were obliged to go to Christian County. Nothing was left him but his 
land, and his father, who owned a large farm and a number of slaves, lost 
everything. Mr. Moseley can well remember the trip they made by wagon 
from 1l1inois to Taney County, and the delight he took in hunting on the way. 
Taney County presented such a fine appearance from the river that they 
decided to locate there. At that time Springfield was but a small place. 

WILLIAM A. MAPLES. Mr. Maples, though just in the prime of life, has 
made his way to the front ranks among the energetic farmers of this county, 
and owing to the attention he has always paid to each minor detail, he has 
accumulated a fair share of this world's goods. He is a native of Tennessee, 
born in Bradley County in 1842, and is a son of Thomas and Rhoda (Maples) 
Maples, natives of East Tennessee, where they made their home until about 
1855. This worthy couple then made their way to Christian County, Mo., and 
located-on a claim on Terrell Creek. On this they remained for many years, 
improving and adding to the place, but a few years ago Mr. Maples moved to 
near Highlandville, where he now resides. Although eighty years of age, 
time has deaft leniently with him and he is unusually bright and active for his 
years. For some time Mr. Maples was a teacher, but in connection also carried 
on farming and continued that until recently. Now he is retired. For a 
number of years he was justice of the peace of Polk Township. During the 
early part of the war he was in the Home Guards, and although once capt
ured, he was soo.n .released. 1!0r many year~ he has been an exemplary 
member of the MISSionary Baptist Church. HIS brothers and sisters were: 
Ephraim. Absalom, Pleasant, Noah. Perry, Hannah and Polly Ann. The sons 
all came to Christian County. Their father, Josiah Maples, came to Christian 
County, where he and wife died before the war. He was a farmer and he and 
wife were members of the Methodist Church. Our subject's maternal grand
father, Ephraim Maples, was a brother of Josiah Maples, and he too came to 
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Christian County, Mo. He also followed farming and his death occurred soon 
after the war. He was the father of a large family. The mother of our sub
ject died in Christian County in 1860, and the father subsequently married Miss 
Fannie Caventer, by whom he has two children, James and Curtis, both farmers 
and residents of Christian County. The following children were born to our 
subject's parents: Catherine, wife of Oliver Gardner, of Stone County; Eliza 
J., was the wife of James \Vells and died during the war; Mary, wife of M. 
Johnson, of Stone County; subject; Leander; Adeline, wife of Jeff. White, of 
Stone County. The educational advantages of our subject were limited but 
early in life he became familiar with every detail of farm life. In 1861 he 
joined the Home Guards for three months and then enlisted in Company D, 
Twenty-fourth Missouri Infantry for three years, participating in many of the 
leading engagements of the war, viz: Nashville, Mobile, Franklin, Pleasant 
Hill and many others. At the expiration of three years he joined Company 
K, Twenty-first Missouri Infantry, and served three months, being discharged 
at J\Iontgomery, Ala., in May, 1865. He came by steamer to St. Louis and 
then by railroad to Rolla, Mo., after which he made the rest of the way on 
foot. He resumed the implements of husbandry and in 1865 was married to 
Miss Martha Maples, daughter of Simeon Perry and Elizabeth Maples (see 
sketch of Simeon P. Maples). Ten children have been the fruits of our sub
ject's union, as follows: Dillworth, Elizabeth, Eli, Marion, Columbus, Jerome, 
Rebecca and Mary. The two eldest, Edward and an infant, died in youth. 
For five years after his marriage Mr. Maples lived in Stone County, but since 
then he has been on his present farm of 2lO acres, 125 acres under cultivation, 
ten miles southeast of Billings. All this is the result of his own industry and 
good management. He is a member of the G. A. R. at Republic, and he and 
wife hold membership in the Missionary Baptist Church. The Maples family 
is one of the best known in the county. Fifty members of this family are 
voters, all of whom vote the Republican ticket, and not one but what is respected 
and esteemed as an honest, upright citizen. 

DAVID J. SMITH, general merchant and farmer of \Valnut Shade, Taney 
County, Mo., is emphatically a business man, the leading points of his char
acter being energy, quick conception and an excellent judgment of men and 
their motives. No man in the county occupies a higher position for energy, 
enterprise, public spirit, integrity and business rectitude than he. This worthy 
gentleman first saw the light in Madison County, Ill., in 1838, and is a son of 
Jason and Elizabeth (Forbis) Smith, natives of 1IcMinn County, Tenn., the 
father born in 1799, and the mother in 1803. The father never attended school 
but one day in his life, but by his own efforts obtained a fair education. He 
was married in his native State, and at an early date removed to Madison 
County, Ill., where he made his home until r8i2. He then came to Taney 
County, where he and wife died in 1880, she in March and he in June, after a 
happy married life of over half a century. In e\'ery walk of life Mr. Smith 
was honest and straightforward, and although not a professor of religion, he 
was foremost in all good work and assisted in organizing the first Sunday
school at Walnut shade. He was a blacksmith by trade, but also followed 
farming through life. At the time of his death he was postmaster at Walnut 
Shade. He was the only son born to his parents, but had two or three sisters. 
His father, who was of vVelsh descent, probably spent his entire life in Ten
nessee, engaged in tilling the soil. The maternal grandfather, David Forbis, 
was also a farmer and spent all his days in Tennessee. The five children born 
to our subject's parents were named as follows: Marion, of Denver, Colo.; 
Elbert, a farmer, died in Madison County, III.; David J., subject; a daughter 
died when two years of age; and Cynthia E., the wife of Isaac Buckman, died 
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in Council Bluffs, Iowa. The early scholastic training of our subject was 
received in the common schools of Madison County, Ill., and he remained 
with his parents, assisting on the farm and in the shop, until the decease of 
both. In 1862 he went to Colorado, but came back to Madison County shortly 
afterward, and in 1863 again returned to Colorado, :vh~re he rem';lined until 
after the war, engaged in mining. Returning to Ill1110lS he rema111ed under 
the parental roof until 1872, when he came to Taney County and has followed 
merchandisinO' and farming ever since. He is now the owner of 270 acres on 
Bull Creek at"'the mouth of Bear, and is classed among t~e foremost farmers 
of that section. In 1881 he married Miss Mary E. St. Clau', daughter of James 
and Emiline St. Clair, who came from Tennessee to Taney County at an early 
day. There Mr. St. Clair, who was a farmer by occupation, ?i~d a.bol~t .ten 
years ago, or in 1884. He was a Federal soldier. Mrs. St. Clair IS still IIV1l1g. 
To our subject and wife have been born five children. Mr. Smith was post
master at 'vValnut Shade for a number of years. He is a member of Highland
ville Lodge, 1. O. O. F., No. 321, and has filled all the chairs. He has always 
been a Democrat in politics and voted for Douglas in 1860. He is not an 
office seeker or politician, but is an earnest supporter of his party. 

JOHN S. MAY. The energy and perseverance of a man's character have 
nowhere a better field for manifestation than in agricultural pursuits and stock
raising, and from small beginnings often become wealthy and influential citi
zens. The original of this notice is a native of Missouri, born in Taney 
County in 1843, and is a son of John D. and Elizabeth (Sittsworth) May, 
natives respectively of Tennessee and Arkansas. When a boy John D. May 
went to Arkansas, where he married and soon after removed to Taney County, 
Mo., locating in the woods on Bear Creek, where he improved a good farm. 
In December, 1861, he joined Company I, Twenty-sixth Missouri Infantry, 
enlisting at Jefferson City, and died at St. Louis in the winter of 1861-62. 
He held the office of constable at one time and was a thoroughgoing, 
wide-awake farmer all his life. In political matters he affiliated with the Dem
ocratic party. Honorable and upright in every walk of life, he was highly 
esteemed in the community where he made his home. His father, John May, 
was a Tennesseean by birth and bringing up, but at an early day came to 
Taney County, being among the first settlers of that county. The Indians 
were there in great numbers and Mr. May became a great hunter, killing 
many bears, wolves, deer, etc. He was also quite a bee hunter and gathered 
many barrels of wild honey. He was a soldier in the Mexican \Var and died 
when our subject was but a boy. The children born to his marriage were 
named as follows: Silas, died in Barry County in 1893; Calvin B., died in 
Stone County; John D.; William H., of Stone County; G. W. G., died in 
Taney County in 1893; Elvira, wife of James Clenenger, died in Taney 
County and Lucinda, wife of Peter Berry, died in Barry County. The 
father of these children was of Irish descent and the mother died in Taney 
County. The maternal grandfather, David Sittsworth, was quite an early set
tler of :vestcrn Arkansas, where he died many years ago. To the parents of 
au]' subject were born the following children: Martha J., died in Taney County; 
E!len, deceased, \vas the wife of Benjamin Myers, of Taney County; Nancy, 
wife of Jasper 'vVeatherman, died in Taney County; Lucinda, wife of R. J. 
Barnett, of Stone County; subject; Calvin G., of Galena, and George B., of 
Stone County .. The mother of these children died in Stone County in r891. 
John S. May was reared on his father's farm and received but a limited educa
t!on in .the com:non school of Taney County, the principal part of his educa
tIOn bemg obtamed after he was grown, and by his own efforts. When nine
teen years of age he started out to fight life's battles for himself and in July, 
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1862, he enlisted in Company D, Sixteenth 1\1issouri Cavalry, and was mustered 
in at Nashville. He operated in Missouri, Kansas and Arkansas, was in the 
fight at Booneville and many skirmishes, and in the Price raid of forty-five 
days without change of clothing. Although in many battles and skirmishes, 
he was never captured or wounded, never missed roll-call on account of sick
ness and was always ready for duty. He held the rank of corporal and was 
mustered out on June 30, 1865, after nearly three years of hard service for his 
country. Returning to farm life, he has followed this successfully ever since. 
In March, 1873, he married Miss Isabenne Isabella Stocksdale, a native of 
Taney County, Mo., and the daughter of Austin and Sarah Stocksdale. who 
emigrated from Illinois to Taney County, Mo., at an early day. The father 
was a farmer and there both received their final summons. To Mr. and Mrs. 
May have been born four children: Josephine, Effie, Frederick and Charley. 
Mr. May lived on the old hame farm in Taney County until 187S and then 
came to Stone County, where he rented land for two years. He then pur
chased his present farm across the river from Galena, where he now has 220 
acres of fine land. At that time there were only twenty acres cleared and on 
it was a small log cabin. Now nearly all is under cultivation, the buildings 
are in first-class condition and everything is kept in systematic order. In 
connection with farming Mr. May is also engaged in stockraising, and is one of 
the foremost men of the county. For four years he served as deputy sheriff 
under T. L. Viles and in 1886 he was elected sheriff and tax collector, and 
reelected in 1888, serving four years with credit and honor. Socially he is a 
Mason, a member of Galena Lodge No. 515, of which he is worshipful master, 
and a member of Galena Post No. 223, serving as O. D. Politically he has 
always been Republican and his first presidential vote was cast for A. Lincoln 
in 1864. 

JAMES F. ADAMS. James F. Adams, clerk of Christian County, Mo., and 
a young man of much intelligence, force of character and determination, was 
born near Sparta, this county, April 21, 1861. He is the youngest child born 
to Leroy and Mary A. (Cummins) Adams (pioneer settlers of this region), 
the family coming from middle Tennessee to this county as early as 1833. 
Of the nine children born to Mr. and Mrs. Adams only three are now living: 
John N., who resides on the old homestead; Thomas D., also on the old 
homestead, and our subject. It was a good thing for the latter, as it is for 
thousands of our best citizens at present, to have been reared on a farm in 
the country, away from the contaminating influences of the city. It thus came 
to pass that he attended the district school until nineteen years of age and 
then went to j).va, where he was in school for some time. Later he entered 
the Academy at Henderson, vVebster County, and there remained until 
twenty years of age, when he entered upon his career as a teacher in the 
home school. This he followed until 1886, when he was elected county clerk 
by the Republican party with a good majority. He has always identified 
himself with the Republican party and has been active in all public matters. 
He is a well-posted young man and fills the position he now holds with credit 
to himself and to the satisfaction of his friends. He is purely a self-made, 
self-educated man, and all that he has accumulated in the way of this world's 
goods is the result of his own honest work. His nomination to the office he 
now holds was rather unexpected to him, but he was successful in winning 
the nomination over one of the most popular men of Christian County, and 
has held that position up to the present time. Fraternally he is a member of 
the Odd Fellow lodge, at Sparta, No. 244, and was secretary of that lodge for 
a number of years. He is also a Mason, Friend Lodge No. 352 at Ozark. Mr. 
Adams took up his residence in Ozark in January, 1887, and has made that 
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city his home. He selected his wife in the person of Mi~s Mattie A. Crain, 
a native of Christian County and the daughter of A. C. Cram, of Sparta. Two 
children have blessed this union: Clell and Arlie W. The family attend the 
Christian Church of which Mrs. Adams is a member. In a business way Mr. 
Adams was quite successful, for at one time he engaged in merchandising on 
the old home place. He is well known in educational circles, has been an 
active worker for the good of his section and is ever ready to assist in the 
advancement of the best interests of his State and country. He is a director 
and stockholder in the Christian County Bank. For one year Mr. Adams 
was city collector and he was also elected by the First Ward to a seat in the 
council chamber of the city government. He is a lover of all kinds of sports, 
and assisted in organizing the Ozark Baseball Club which became famous in 
southwest Missouri. 

LEROY ADAMS. This gentleman is regarded as one of the most enter
prising pioneers of his district, and it is a pleasure to chronicle here the events 
that mark his life as one of usefulness. Material wealth must not exclude the 
riches of character and ability in recouting the virtues which have been brought 
to this country by its citizens, and among its most precious treasures must be 
estimated the lives of those citizens who have by their intelligence and their 
eminence in the higher walks of life assisted in raising the standard of life and 
thought in the communities in which they have settled. Mr. Adams was born 
in Wilson County, middle Tenn., about 1812 or 18r4 to the union of William 
and Ovidia Adams, and is a branch of the old Adams family. He was left 
fatherless when quite young. and of a family of seven children, he is the only 
one now living. In 1833, when a lad of about seventeen years. he took the 
advice of his father, who had told him before dying to go to a new country and 
get a home, and he, his mother and two younger sisters made their way to what 
is now Polk County, then Greene County, Mo., and settling on a tract of land, 
remained there until r838 or r839. At that date they moved to a farm near 
Ozark, and this was a wilderness of woods inhabited by the red man and hosts 
of wild animals. This was before the Government had bought the land. On 
this farm Mr. Adams resided until r849, and then bought the farm where he is 
now living and entered land. He was quite a hunter in his day and killed 
deer. bears and other wild animals, but at the same time the work of clearing 
and improving his farm went on, and by his own untiring efforts and that of 
his excellent wife it became a valuable piece of property. He was married to 
Mary Ann Cummings and reared a family of six children: John N., who is on 
the old home place; Leonard L. died in 1873; Thomas D., also living at home; 
James F., county clerk; Roxanna, deceased, was the wife of James Farmer, 
and Josephine, who was the wife A. Farmer. The mother of these children 
was a native of Warren County, Tenn., and came to this county with her 
father, Benjamin Cummings. She Wa!> an excellent woman and a true help
mate to her husband in pioneer days. Her death occurred in May, 1891, on 
the farm where she had spent many years of her life. The family attend 
the Baptist Church. Mr. Adams was formerly a Whig. but later he espoused 
the principles of the RepUblican party and has remained with it ever since. 
Aside from his farming industry he has been engaged in other occupations, 
and for some time he ran a store in Ozark during the war in partnership with 
Messrs. Robertson and Yoakum. He was also engaged in business at Linden 
and Sparta, being in partnership with ex-Sheriff Crain in the latter place. He 
is one of the highly esteemed citizens of the county and a man who has ever 
taken a deep interest in all worthy movements. He has ten grandchildren. 

THE J. W. SANDERS MERCANTILE COMPANY, of Billings. is one of the old
est and largest institutions of its kind in southwest Missouri, and certainly is 
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the oldest and largest of its kind in Christian County. It was established by 
J. W. Sanders, in 1879, who came to Billings from Carbondale, Ill., in 1875. 
when a boy, and here grew to. mature years, married, and his family is li\'ing 
here at the present tIme. HIS death occurred in January, 1890. \\'hen he 
first settled in this town, he learned telegraphy at Logan, five miles from Bill
ings, and took the Billings office on the Frisco Railroad in 1877. In 1880 he 
became railroad agent at Billings, but later engaged in general merchandising 
and buying produce. In 1880 he started a lumber yard, and in 1883 took in 
as partner 1\1. T. Russell, with whom he continued in business until 1887, when 
the latter sold out and mo\'ed to Alabama. l\Ir. Sanders then continued the 
business alone until his death. For the first few years he carried on his busi
ness and was also agent for the Frisco Railroad, but in 1882 he found that his 
own business had grown to such an extent that it would require his entire 
time, and so resigned his position on the railroad. !\Ir. Sanders was born 
September 28, 1857, at Carbondale, Ill., son of Henry Sanders, and when he 
came to Billings he was only about sixteen years of age. He was a man of 
excellent business acumen, and was prominent and active in all worthy mat
ters. In politics he was an ardent supporter of Democratic principles. He 
was married at Billings to l\liss Elizabeth Tipper, daughter of William Tipper, 
a resident of that town. After the death of Mr. Sanders, or in 1890, the com
pany was incorporated under the Missouri laws, with a capital stock of $12,000, 
while Mrs. Sanders retained the controlling interest. She is now president and 
J. B. Berghaus is general manager. The business is composed of se\'en dis
tinct branches, and each is represented by a fine line of goods belonging to 
them. The stock carried is valued at about $20.000, and nine hands are 
employed. The building is owned by the Sanders Estate and the annex is the 
property of the company. An excellent business is carried on, ranging from 
$75,000 upward. This company owns its own ele\'ator and buys and ships 
grain of all kinds, doing a large business in that line. Produce is bought and 
shipped, and a large trade is carried on in that department. From small 
beginning this concern has grown to be one of the most flourishing enter
prises in the State, all owing to energy and good business management. ;\1r. 
J. B. Berghaus, the general manager and business man of the concern, is a 
native of Cincinnati, Ohio, born February 2, 1853. He received his early edu
cation in that city. In 1883 he came to Billings and entered the store of San
ders & Russell, becoming connected with the business in 1390, when it was 
incorporated. In political matters he is with the Democratic party, and he is 
active in all public matters. He has a pleasant and cheerful home on Elm 
Street in Billings, and is a prominent young man. 

L. A SAFFER. The vocation ot the pharmacist is unquestionably a highly 
important one in any and every community, for upon his care and skill, almost 
as much as upon that displayed by the medical profession, oftentimes depends 
the physical welfare - nay, the life or death of the sick or suffering. Among 
the favorably known druggists of Harrison, Ark., may be mentioned the name 
of L. A. Saffer, who has an attractive and well-appointed store. He was born 
in Canton, Ill., April 5, 1854, the elder of two children born to John M. and 
Martha l\1. (Barnes) Saffer, the former of whom was born in the Hoosier State 
and became an earlv settler of Illinois, to which State he removed with his 
father, \Villiam Saffer, and was there reared to a knowledge of faIming, an 
occupation which he pursued of his own accord in later years, \Vhen the 
Civil War came up John I\I. Saffer at once enlisted in the Eighty-fifth Il!inois 
Volunteer Infantry, and was one of the first to go forth to battle for his country, 
and was killed in the engagement at Kenesaw :\lountain while with Sherman 
on his March to the Sea, He was a private, and was in a number of important 
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engagements before the one in which he met his death. He was buried on the battlefield. The mother of the subject of this sketch was born in Indiana, a daughter of \Villiam Barnes, by whom she was taken at an early day to Fulton County, Ill. She was married in 1864 to John Hihath, who came to northwest Arkansas in the spring of 1872, and resided in this and Carroll Counties until his death in 1893. The mother is still living on a farm III the nO.rthern part of the county, and is in the enjoyment of good health. He:- first umon re~ulted in the birth of L. A. and William E. Saffer, the latter beIllg a farmer III the northern part of this county, and a man of family, an.d to her s~cond. union five children were born: Anna; John N., who makes hIS home WIth 111S mother; Mary, Albert and Sarah J. The common schools of his native county afforded L. A. Saffer a good practical education, but during the seven years that he resided in Kansas, after leaving his native State, he attended school there, and after taking up his residence in Carroll County, Ark., he attended the high school of Carrollton for some time. Upon leaving school he was engaged in teaching for two or three years, and became well known as an excellent educator and disciplinarian, but during this time he also tilled the soil and raised stock, in both of which occupations he met with excellent success. After a time he located in the immediate vicinity of Dry Fork, Ark., where he made his home until 1890, since which time he has been a successful druggist of Harrison, a calling for which he had odd moments fitted himself, being registered as a first-class pharmacist in 1891. He moved to his present place of business in 1893, and has the best appointed and most complete stock of drugs in Boone County, or in this part of the State. His business is very large, amounting to between $6,000 and $8,000 annually, and he also does a profitable jobbing business. He is a member of the Blue Lodge No. 314, Chapter No. SS, Commander}, No. ro, of the A. F. & A. M., and in each of these lodges has held different offices, being an enthusiastic member of the order. He also belongs to Lodge No. 81, of the 1. O. O. F. He held the office of justice of the peace in Carroll County, has always been a Democrat in politics, is interested in all public matters, and is extremely well posted on the popular questions of the day. He paved his own way to a start in life, is now in good circumstances financially, and may be classed as a strictly self-made man. He was married in 1878 to Mrs. Nancy J. Hammons, widow of William Hammons, of Carroll County, where she was born in r8S7, a daughter of John and Margaret \Valker, who were early residents of that county, but now live in Boone County. Mr. and Mrs. Saffer are members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and, are among the highly honored citizens of Harrison. 
D. P. REDWINE, M. D. Few, perhaps none save those who have trod the arduous paths of the profession, can picture to themselves the array of attributes, mental, physical and moral, and the host of minor qualities essential to the making- up of a good physician. His constitution must be of the hardiest to withstand the constant shock of wind and weather, the wearing loss of sleep and rest, and contact with disease of all kinds. The above are but a few necessary remarks introducing Dr. D. P. Redwine, who is a native of Searcy County, Ark., where he' was born January 18, 1855, a son of William P. and P. M. (Hatchett) Redwine, the former of whom came to this county from his native State of Georgia. The Doctor passed his boyhood days on the farm on which his fat~er s.ettled afte~ corning to this section, and obtained a good practical educatIOn III the publIc schools of Marshall and Boone Counties, Ark. He took up the study of medicine in 1881, and after a thorough preparation took a. course of lectures, and in r882-83 pursued his investigations in the Universltyof Kansas City. After leaving this institution he successfully practiced his profession for some time, but in 1890 entered the Kentucky School of 
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l\ledicinc at Louis\'illc, wherc he took a course of lectures and thorou::;hly 
fitted him,;cH fur the ,;uccessful practice of the healing art. In thIs noble call
ing' he ha,; had an eX['LTience of tIH:I\'e years, and during this time he has 
clearly demonstrated that he is the master of his calling. He is cheerful and 
encouraging in the sick room, and his manner is such as to at once inspire con
fidence in hi,; patients. which, in his e,;timation, is half the battle. His practice 
con~rs a large territory, and is among the elite of the section, although he never 
hesitates tll call un those I\"ho,,,,., mL'ans arc limited, and from I\"hom he never 
expects to. receil'e a pcnny. The Doctor has taken a special course in surgery, 
and tllr thiS branch ut the proh:sslOn he seems to h,1\'e a natural aptitude and 
taste, bcing especially skillful in the management of such cases as ha\'(: come 
under his nut icc. Sincl: 13~6 he has been the: proprietor of a mcrcantile: c,;tab
lish1l1l:nt in Leslie, the: unly one in the place, his stock being- \'alue:c! at ~2,000, 
his annual ,;ales amounting to from SIO.OOO to $25,000. He: has ahl'ays been a 
pronouncl:d Dcmocrat in politics. He: \\'as united in marriag-e with Miss Ellen 
1\1. Freeman, a daughter of I. T. Freeman, of Ohio, \1'110 \\'ith his wife resides 
in this cOUlltl·. :\Irs. Redl\'ine is also a nati\'c of the Bucke\'c State, and she 
and the: Ductor arc thl: parcnts of threc children: May, ;\lalld~ and an infant as 
vet unnamed. 
- DR. c.\J.\'IX J. FLU\'ll. He: whose name: heads this sketch has built up a 
large practice by stcady del'otion to duty and the constant exercise of energy 
and juclg-!lll:l1 t, and, though he belongs to the younger class of physicians, he 
has already made an excdlc:nt rl:putation for himself in this most honorable, 
if laboriou,;, line of human endeavor. The: Doctor was born in Independence 
County, A.rk., December 13,1839, a son of E. 0:. and ;\lartha (RusselIi Floyd, 
the forllln of \I'hom I\'as born in Jackson County, .\la., and is nO\I' li\'ing on a 
farm on Crollked Cree:k in Boonl: Countv, whither he came at about the: cl,)se 
of the lI"ar, ha\'ing become a resident c;f Independence County in IS38. He 
espouse:d thl: Confederate: cause during the Ci\'il \\'ar and \\'ns appointed 
captain of Company G, in an Arkansas Infantry regiment, with which he did 
gallant sen'ice: during that great struggle. He has no\\' reached the agc of 
sixty-thre:e: Yl:ars, is hale and \'igorous, and in politics has always been a Dem
ocrat, as arc also his sons. He and wife arc the parents of !l\'e children: Isaac 
S., \1'110 is a farmer and a man of a famih-; Paulina T. is the deceased \I'itc of 
Blake Smith, he:r death occurring in B~one County in lSi'; Elizabeth is the 
wife of D. A. Eoff, sheriff of this county; Dr. Calvin J.; and Ella 1'., who is 
the \\'ife of Frank Eoff, a farmer of this count\'. Mrs. Flo\'d was married 
prior to her marriage with l\Ir. Floyd, and by her first husband became the 
mother of two children: Mark and _"..ndrew. Dr. Floyd passed his early life 
in this county and receil'ed a good education in Yalley Springs Academy_ 
He took up the study of medicine in 1883 under Dr, :\. ]. Yance, of Harrison, 
and in 1884-86 took a course of lectures in the !l1e:dical llepartmcnt of the 
Vanderbilt University of ::"IJasl1\'ilIe, Te:nn" graduating in the class of ISS6. He 
at once located at Bellefonte, ."..rk., and has since devoted the most of his 
attention to the practice of his profc:s,;ion, although he has given considerable 
attention to farming and stockraising interests. He is the owner of a large 
farm of 500 acres, of which 225 are under culti\'ation. and he has bought and 
sold a considerable amount of stock, each year handling as high as 400 head 
of cattle. The Doctor was a school teacher from the time he was seven
teen years up to the age of twenty-three, and was then for about two years 
engaged in the mercantile business at Greenbrier, Ark., in which calling he 
was quite successful. The Doctor has shO\\'!l a marked ability and taste for 
surgery, has performed several difficult operations very skillfully and success
fully; in fact, in all branches of his profession he has shown decided aptitude. 
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He has been on the Hoard of Examining Physicians for the past four years, 
and is a member of the Boone County l\ledical Society, in which he has held 
the office of president. He is one of the leaders of the Democrat party in his 
county has been a member of State conventions, and is active in all public 
work: 'He was married in this county to l\Iiss Frances Stevens, daughter of 
Dr. B. M. Stevens, of Conway County, this State, and to their union six chil
dren have been aiven: Claud, Ben, Pierre, Effie, Ruby and Elsie. The Doc
tor and his wife ';.re leaders in the social circles of their section, ha\'e many 
friends, and their home is a pretty and hospitable one. 1\lrs. Floyd is a 
Georgian by birth, her parents having removed from that State to i\rkansas 
in 1870, and were for some time residents of Searcy County. 

Ho!':. ].UIES H. l\Il'RPIlY. In scanning the lives and enterprises of the 
citizens of Newton County, it is interesting to note the exercise of enter
prise in every walk of life. James H. Murphy, one of the prominent farmers 
and stockraisers of Jackson Township, Newton County, Ark., is a native of 
Madison County, Ark., born in 1840, to the union of John J. and l'erlinda (Davis) 
Murphy, both nath'es of Tennessee, the father born in Giles County about 
1813, and the mother in Maury County in 1811. \Vhen quite young the father 
went to Johnson County, Ill., where he met and married Miss Da\'is, and in 
1833 he came to Arkansas Territory, locating on King's River in l\Iadison 
County, where he impro\'ed a good farm. In 1846he came to Newton County 
and located in the beech woods, where he impro\'ed a good farm and resided 
until 187R. From there he moved to Harrison, Ark., and there passed the 
remainder of his days, dying in April, 1882. He was a lifelong and very suc
cessful farmer and stockraiser, and one uf the pioneers of northwest Arkansas. 
Public spirited and progressive, he contributed h is full share toward the 
county's improvement and progress. In politics he \\'a5 a Democrat until after 
the war, when he affiliated with the Republican party, and fratemall~' was a 
Master l\lason. For forty years he \\'as a member uf the l\lethodist Church. 
His father, Alex. l\lurphy, was a nati\'e of South Carolina, but an early 
settler of Tennessee, where he resided for a number of years. He then returned 
to his native State and there followed farming until his death in 1869. After
ward his wife removed to Illinois, and there died. His father, Jenkins l\I urphy, 
was born in Ireland, where he remained until 1771, and then came to America, 
locating near Charleston, S. C., where he passed the closing scenes of his 
life. For three years he was in the war of the Revolution. The mother of 
our subject died in 1883, at Harrison. She was a member of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. Her parents, John and Nancy Davis, were probably natives 
of Tennessee, and there passed their entire days, dying when Mrs. Murphy was 
quite young. The original of this notice, is the third of thirteen children, as 
follows: Isaac enlisted in Company C, First Arkansas Infantry, U. S. A., as 
a private, and died in 1863; John resicies in Boone County, and is one of 
the county's best farmers; Vincent VV., of Boone County; Samuel, treasurer of 
Oklahoma Territory; Alex., farmer of Greene Coullty. Mo.; Marion died in 
Newton County; Addison died in Newton County also; Phcebe, widow of 
James Hark, who was killed in the Union Army; Slrah, wife of A. Carlton, of 
this county; Matilda, deceased, was the wife of 'vVilliam Dugger, of Boone 
County; Rebecca, single; and Nancy, wi do\\' of James Carlton. Our subject 
had limited educational advantages in youth, but being of a studious dis
position and a great lover of books, he became a well informed man. He 
recei\'cd pri\'ate instr,uction in mathematics and became quite proficient in 
that branch. Our subject and five brothers served throufTh most of the Civil 
War as Federal soldiers, but was not subject to cnrolIrri~nt. While in New
ton County recruiting, or on January 12, 1863, he was wounded twice in the 
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same engagement, but returned to his company as soon as able. He was 
captured in that county by the Confederate Home Guards in October, 1862, 
but was soon released. In the month of December, 1866, he was married to 
Miss Theresa M.Johns, a native of what is now Christian County, Mo., and the 
daughter of Joseph and Abigail Johns, natives of Tennessee and Indiana 
respectively. Eight children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Murphy: Mar~ 
died young: Mattie, William, Samuel, John ]., Oliver Otis, Vincent Jasper 
and Roscoe. Mr. Murphy resided in Christian County a short time after the 
war, and then removed to Barry County, where he made his home until 1872. 
Two years later he moved to Newton County, near 1\1 t. Parthenon, and settled 
on a farm of 160 acres, 80 acres cleared. After settling in this county Mr. 
Murphy followed teaching for some time, and from 1882 to 1884 he was county 
school examiner. In the latter year he was elected probate and county judge, 
serving two years, and for some time was justice of the peace. He and wife 
have been Methodists from childhood, and in politics he has ahvays been a 
Republican. casting his first presidential vote for A. Lincoln in 1864. He is 
an active worker for his party. 

HON. EDWIN E. ROSSON. There is no class of men who more surely rear 
up visible monuments to their industry and their enterprise than the hardwork
ing and thrifty farmers of a community, and among these Han. Edwin E. Ros
son holds a prominent place. He was born on the place on which he now lives 
in Richwoods, September 11, 1856, and is a son of Simeon Ellis and ivIary 
(ViThitficld) Rosson, who were born, reared and married in Hardeman County, 
Tenn .. and thence moved to Arkansas in 1842, locating in what is now Bick
ell's Cove. In 1844 they came to Richwoods and were among the first to set
tle here, and here the father passed from life in March, 1865, at the age of 
forty-eight years, his widow still survjving him at the age of seventy-three. 
He was a farmer while a resident of Tennessee and held some minor official 
positions after coming to Arkansas, such as justice of the peace, and later as 
sheriff of Izard County, holding the last named position two terms, or eight 
years. At a still later period he represented this county in the State Legisla
ture and served twice as a member of the Senate, the duties of which responsi
ble position he was holding at the time of his death. He was quite an orator, 
was a forcible and eloquent speaker, was greatly opposed to the war and did 
all in his power to prevent it. He became the father of three sons and five 
daughtel-s, two sons and three daughters of whom are living, of whom the sub
ject of this sketch was the seventh ill order of birth. He received his edu
cation in the schools of Richwood and continued his attendance at school off 
and on until he was eighteen years of age, when he turned his attention to 
farming on the old homestead, having bought out the other heirs, and has 
been thus occupied ever since. He has a fine tract of ::125 acres, some of 
which is among the most productive land in the county, and his place is also 
well improved with good buildings. He has held the office of justice of the 
peace for two years, was elected sheriff in 1890 and held this position also for 
two years. In 1880 he was married to Elizabeth Newberry, of this county, by 
whom he has four children, one son and three daughters. Mr. Rosson has 
always supported the principles of the Democrat party and is one of the 
substantial citizens of the county. 

WI LLLU! J. DEARMORE. He whose name heads this sketch is a prominent 
and well-known citizen of Independence Township, Baxter County, Ark., his 
home being about four miles northwest of Mountain Home. He was born in 
Dyer County, Tenn., in April, 1845, a son of William J. and Betty (Ellen) 
Dearmore, who were Virginians but were married and spent their wedded life 
in Tennessee. The father died there in 1852 at about the age of forty-eight 
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years, and the mother at the home of her son, William J., whcn in he~ sevcIl~y
second year. William J. Dearmore. the father, was a wood workman, III polItics 
was a Whig, and socially and in a business way was a man of unblemIshed 
reputation. The subject of this sketch was the young:est of four chIlc!ren born 
to his parents, and he and his sister Martha Edna, wIfe of Newton Edna. are 
the only ones residing in Arkansas, thc latter being a resident of Mammoth 
Springs. In the common schools of his native State William J. received his edu
cation, and upon reaching the age of fifteen he commenced the battle of life 
for himself. He was married in Tennessee to Miss Isabel Henry, of Dyer 
County, by whom he became the father of five sons and two daughters: Lee. a 
farmer of Baxter County, Ark.; Arch., who is a tiller of the soil in the vicinity 
of Dallas, Tex.; Betty, wife of T. W. Camp. of Dallas, Tex.; Vv'illiam ]., 
Jr., at home; Emma. wife of \Villiam T. London. of this county; Charles. at 
home, and Allen, at home. November IS, 1869, Mr. Dearmore with his family 
landed in Baxter Countv, Ark .. at which time the country was covered with 
timber and but little improved. He now has a fine farm of 600 acres of the 
first land in the county and his place is well improved and carefully and 
intelligcntly tilled. In July, 1862, Mr. Dcarmore became a member of Forrest's 
Cavalry, which took part in the battles of Athens and Cherokee Station, Ala., 
Corinth, Fort Pillow. Union City, Johnsonville, Franklin and Nashville. He 
was not wounded during his service, was taken prisoner once, but soon 
succeeded in making his escape. The last twelve months of his service hc 
formed one of Gen. Rucker's escort, and after the war was ovcr he returned 
home to find much of his property destroyed, but by persevering efforts he in 
time retrieved his losses. In addition to his agricultural operations he has 
been engaged in blacksmithing for years and has also been an extensive stock 
dealer, making a specialty of horses. cattle and mules. He is a member of 
the Presbyterian Church, a Democrat politically, and is a member of Mountain 
Home Lodge of the A. F. & A. M. 

MAJOR HARRISON H. HILTON. The gentleman whose name heads this 
sketch is one of the prosperous old-time merchants of Arkansas, and is one of 
the pioneers of the section in which he resides. He has fought the hard 
battle of life bravely and well, has bent the force of circumstances to his will, 
and although he began at the bottom rOlIne! of the ladder, he has attained an 
enviable place at the top through sheer force of character. He was born in 
Ashe County, N. c., in 1826, a son of Christopher and Josephine (Wolf) 
Hilton, who were born in Rockingham County, Va., their marriage taking 
place in the Old North State. After residing there for some time they returned 
to their native county in Virginia, where the father died in IS3 I, at about the 
age of sixty-five years, having been a farmer throughout life. The mother 
died in Monroe County, Tenn., and Harrison H. Hilton is her only surviving 
child, a. daughte~ having died many years ago. At the age of fourteen years 
the subject of thIS sketch came \Vest and began farming on the Arkansas 
River, near Clarksville, Johnson County, Ark In 1850 he took up his resi
dence at Bellefonte, Boone County, where, in 1861, he organized the First 
Ar~ansas Battalion of Confederate Cavalry and was at once given the rank of 
major. J:Ie served until captured near Marshfield, Mo., in 1863, and after being 
kept a prIsoner at St. Louis for a time was paroled. During his service he was 
on scouting duty the most of the time. At the close of the war he went to 
Ind~pendenee County, Ark., where he made his home three years, then moved 
to h~s p~esent place .of residence, where he has been actively employed in 
tradll1g II1 land, farmII1g and merchandising. At one time or another he has 
owned nearly every good farm from Mountain Home to the river. He assisted 
in the organization of Baxter County, and in r889 was elected to represent the 
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county !n the State Legislature, and discharged his duties in an inteiligcnt 
and pralseworthy manner. In 1880 he opened a general mercantile ston, at 
Gassville with W. H. Russell as partne, after which he kept a store at 
Colfax for a few months, and at Lone Rock, Baxter County, for five vears. At 
the present time he owns about 1,000 acres of Baxter County's bes't farming 
land. Upon his arrival in Yell County, Ark., he had 60 cents in his pocket, 
three days' provisions, and a wife and one child to support. He secured 
employment at SI2 per month, and by hard Ivork and economy, in the course 
of time, succeeded in gaining a competency. He has ahvays been temperate 
in his habits, has taken proper care of himself, and for a man of his vears is 
wonderhllly well preserved. He was married in Hamilton County. Tenn., to 
Betsey Houser, who is still living, and they have one daughter, ?lIary /\.. V., 
who is the wife of vVilliam H. Russell. i\laj. Hilton and his wife are members 
of the Missionary Baptist Church, and he has been an official and a minister 
of that church for over forty years. He belongs to the Spring Ri"er Associa
tion, was a member of the vVhite Ri"er Association, and took an active part in 
establishing the Baptist College at ?llountain Home. He is a Royal ,\rch 
Mason, is master of the Blue Lodge, and also belongs to the I. O. O. F. Polit
ically he has always been a Democrat 

'WILLIAM A. V';YATT. This gentleman is one of the prominent residents 
of Richland Township, and one whose constancy to the business in hand, and 
whose thrift has added so greatly to the agricultural regions of Searcy 
County. He is a native of Warren County, Mo., born October 2, 1828, and is 
a son of Lewis L. and Caroline (Tutt) Wyatt, natives of Kentucky and Ten
nessee, respectively. their marriage in all probability occurring in the latter 
State. At a very early day they remo\'ed to :.'.Iissouri and first located in 
"Varren County, but in 1843 took up their residence in Searcy County, Ark., 
locating on the farm on which the subject of this sketch is now residing. one 
and one-half miles from the mouth of Richland Creek, which place was at that 
time but little improved. On this farm the father spent the rest of his days, 
dying about 1846. He was a soldier of the vVar of 1812, was a lifelong farmer, 
and was honest, industrious and well-to-do. He had one brother and one 
sister, John and Polly, both of whom died in Warren County, !\lo., the latter 
the wife of James Bland. Their father died when they were young and their 
mother afterward married Hedgeman Anderson, both of whom died in vVar
ren County, Mo., where they were early settlers. The grandfather, Richard 
Tutt, probably removed from Tennessee to Marion County, Ark., and became 
a resident of the latter place when it was thickly inhabited by Indians. He 
died at Yellville before the war. The subject of this sketch was one of the 
following children born to his parents; Delcina, of Searcy County. the widow 
of James Jamison; William A.; John. of Searcy County; Frank, who died in 
this county; Serena, wife of Hugh Riddle, of Newton County, and ;\1argard. 
who died in Searcy County, the wife of Henry Ethridge. Almost the entire 
life of \Villiam A. Wyatt has been spent on a farm, and since he attained his 
fifteenth year he has resided on his present farm. Owing to the scarcity of 
schools in his youth his advantages were very meager and amounted to only 
about three months, all told. At the age of eighteen years he joined Company 
E, under Capt. Pelham. of an Arkansas command, and was stationed at Fort 
Gibson for about seven months, fighting Indians. He was discharged at 
Fort \Vavne I. T. and returned home where he was married TallUan' 4. 
18S3, to Louisa E..' daughter of John :VI. and "-Iary Hensley. who came to 
thIS section from Tennessee over fifty years ago and located on Bear Creek. 
Mr. Hensley was a captain in the Confederate Army and died while a pr!5011~r 
of war at St. Louis. He was a well-to-do farmer and merchant and lS stlU 
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survived by his widow. .Mrs. vVyatt was born in Wayne County, Tenn., and 
has borne her husband seven children: Emma c., wife of Thomas Baker, of 
Searcy County; Perry Lunsford; Mary Powhatan, the d~c~ased \vife of ~ a1:nes 
M. Cash; Caroline Pocahontas, wife of Jacob Arnold; Ldhe B:, wIfe of Wdham 
Treadwell, and Alice, wife of Burtis Baker, the two last mentioned being 
twins. Mt. \Vyatt lived for some years on Bear Creek, but during the war 
spent a portion of the time in Springfield, Mo. He then returned to the old 
home farm, and after some time began selling g·oods in .Marshall, continuing 
for about ten years. Since then his attention has becn gIven to the success
ful management of his farm, which consists of about 800 acres. His land 
comprises some of the best in the county and is in several different tracts. 
He has been a lifelong Democrat and in IR74 represented Searcy County in 
the State Constitutional Convention. He is a member of CampbeU Lodge 
No. 115, of Marshall, Ark., A. F. & A. M., is a patron of all movements tend
ing to develop and improve his section and is considered, and justly so, one 
of the leading and substantial citizens of the county. He is a first cousin of 
United States Senator George G. \Vest, of Missouri. 

LAFAYETTE DAVEKPORT. This gentleman is retired from the active duties 
of life, and is in the enjoyment of a competency which his early industry 
brought him. He was born in Alabama December IS, 1833, a son of George 
and Mary (\Vimbs) Davenport, both natives of th(' Palmetto State. The 
paternal grandfather was a Virginian, and he attained the rank of colonel in 
the Revolutionary"Var. He removed from his native State to South Carolina, 
and there reared his family. George Davenport was nineteen years old when 
he located in Jefferson County, Ala., and there he continued to make his home 
until his death in 1863, at the age of sixty-one years, having been a successful 
planter and a prominent man of the section in which he resided. II is wife 
was born in 1802, and was a daughter of William Wimbs, an early settler of 
the Palmetto State, but who afterward became a resident of Jefferson COllnty, 
Ala. She died in Texas in 1873, having become the mother of the following 
children: William, a Confederate soldier; Elizabeth, deceased wife of Will
iam Reese; Julia, who died young; Pleasant B., who was killed at the battle of 
Mission .Ridge; Jane is the deceased wife of John Dell, of Alabama; Frances 
is the wife of H. ]. Hancock, of Arkansas; Lafayette; John was a soldier of 
the Confederacy and is dead; Hugh is a farmer of Texas, and was also in the 
Confederate service; Milton died in boyhood; Missouri is the wife of I\I. M. 
Gill, of Texas, and two children died in infancy. Lafayette Davenport was 
born and reared on the old plantation in Alabama, and after receiving a fair 
education he started Ollt to do for himself at the age of twenty·one, as an 
overseer, and later engaged in planting fOl- himself. At the opening of the war he 
enlisted in Company A, Fifth Alabama Infantry, held the rank of second lieu
tenant, but after the battle of Shiloh his health failed him, and he resigned and 
returned to his home. He, however, enlisted again the same year in Com
pany E, Seventh Alabama Cavalry, and served until the war closed, being first 
sergeant of his company. He was with Hood to and from Nashville, was in 
the engagements of the Atlanta campaign, was in numerous skirmishes and 
picket fights, and was in many minor engagements in Florida. He showed 
the utmost courage on many a bloody battlefield, and was conscientious and 
faithful in the discharge of his duty. After the war he continued to farm in 
his native county until 1872, when he came to Marion County, Ark. In the last 
named county he purchased a farm on Crooked Creek, on which he made 
his home until 1893, when he located in Yellville for the purpose of edu
cating his children. He was married in Alabama to Miss Sarah A. Smith, a 
daughter of Burrell and Elizabeth (Acreman) Smith, who were South Caro-
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linians, but who early removed to Alabama, and are now residing in Jefferson 
County, the father being a successful and wealthy merchant. He was born in 
1820, was left an orphan in early childhood and was reared by strangers. His 
wife was born in 18IS to Jacob and Christiana Acreman, who were of German 
extraction, and has borne her husband the following children: l\Iary Gurley, 
Sarah A. Davenport; James Y., deceased; John L, who died in 1872; Thomas 
L, of Alabama; \Villiam H .. of Alabama; Savannah. deceased; Jesse, deceased; 
and Francis A., deceased. Mr. Da\'enport is a Democrat, was sheriff of Edge
field District, South Carolina, and assisted in the hanging of three negroes for 
murder. He was at one time quitean extensi\'e slave holder. ;\1rs. Davenport 
was born November 25,1843, and her union with Mr. Davenport has resulted in 
the birth of fi\'e children: \Villiam T., who is living in Indian Territory, is mar
ried to Sarah Hudspeth, and has three children-Bert M., Joseph B. and Rus
sell; Lizzie; Minerva E., wife of Dr. J G. Adams, of Fairland, LT., and has 
one daughter-Ethel G.; Ola, and Walter L M1'. Davenport and his family 
are attendants of the Methodist Episcopal Church, of which he and his wife 
are members. Politically he is an active worker for the Democrat party, and 
socially he is a member of the honorable order of l\Iasons, being a member of 
the chapter of Bellefonte and the council of Birmingham, Ala. He has one 
of the finest farms in the county, comprising nearly 1,000 acres in one tract; 
and he has always given much attention to stockraising, for he has found this 
to be a profitable source of revenue. He and his family are very highly 
esteemed, and are worthy the respect that is universally accorded them, 

HaN. H. C TIPTOX. It has been said by the great Bacon that" the great
est trust between man and man is the trust of giving counsel." Thus the pro
fession of law is the 1110st momentous and important of human callings, and 
he who assumes the practice of it takes upon himself the weightiest responsi
bilities that the confidence and trust of his fellow-man can put upon his 
shoulders. One of the leading attorneys of northwest Arkansas is Hon. H. 
C Tipton, who was born in Tennessee in 1840, a son of Isaac and Elizabeth 
(Anderson) Tipton. tht.: former of whom was a native of Carter County.Terin., 
and a son of John Tipton also of that county. The family tree took root on 
American soil during Colonial days, the first member of the family coming 
thither with Lord Baltimore and settling in Maryland. From there they drifted 
to different States, and became prominently connected with the early history 
of Tennessee, some of the members of the family enlIsting in the Mexican 
War from that State. After some years' residence in the State or his birth, 
Isaac Tipton removed to Mississippi, and died in De Soto County, in 1853, his 
wife, who was a daughter of Thomas Anderson, of Tennessee, also dying there. 
Mr. Tipton was a farmer and a man of prominence. The subject of this sketch 
was the youngest of twell'e children born to his parents, of whom only three 
are living at the present time: Han. H. C, and t\VO sisters. He was reared on 
a farm and fortunately received excellent educational advantages in his youth, 
graduating from the La Grange (Tennessee) Commercial College July 4, 1860. 
Following this he served four years in the Confederate Army, as a private of 
Company A, Tenth Mississippi Regiment, which was a part of the Army of 
the Tennessee. He was at Shiloh, Chickamauga, Murfreesboro, and was in the 
Georgia campaign, at Atlanta, New Hope Church, Jonesboro and Franklin. 
He was wounded by a gunshot and captured at Murfreesboro, but was soon 
paroled and sent south. After the cessation of hostilities, he returned to De 
Soto County, Miss., and at once took up the duties of civil life, not stopping 
to bewail the altered condition of affairs in the South, and was engaged in 
farming there until 1871, when he removed to Sharp County, Ark .• and resided 
in Melbourne for a time. In 1886 he came to Harrison, but previously, in 1876, 
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had been elected to the State Senate from the Twenty-third District of Arkan
sas and was an honored member of that body for eight years, two of which 
(1881-82) he was president of the Senate. In 1885 he was appointed United 
States Registral· of the Land Office at Harrison, Ark., and as above stated took 
up his home here the following year. Before he was elected to the Senate he 
was a successful dry goods merchant, but is now giv!ng his attention to the 
duties of his office and the practice of law, for whIch he seems to have a 
natural aptitude. He has always been a Democrat of pronounced type, is a 
popular, public-spirited and wide-awake citizen, is a member of Harrison 
Lodge of the A. F. & A. M., and he and his worthy wife are members of the 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church. His wife was formerly Miss Alice Lawra
son, a daughter of Dr. James T. Lawrason, of Fernando, Miss. Their union 
has resulted in the birth of seven children: James T., Leonard M., Robert N., 
Ernest, William, Henrietta and Ida May. 

JESSE P. BRISCOE. The time has never been that the prescription drug 
gist was not of as great importance to a community as the physician. Indeed 
it would be difficult to name a branch of business that is more indispensably 
important than that devoted to the sale and importation of drugs and the prep
aration of prescriptions. Neither is there any line of business demanding 
more ability and scientific knowledge. One of the eminent prescription drug
gists of Harrison, Ark., is Jesse P. Briscoe, who is a gentleman of bright talent 
and enterprise. He was born in Benton County, Ark., May IS, 1856, the fifth 
of twelve children born to James and Martha (King) Briscoe, the former of 
whom was born in Tennessee, and with his father, John Briscoe, became a 
resident of Springfield, Greene County, Mo., the latter's death occurring in 
that county. James Briscoe attained manhood in Greene County, and when 
still young removed to Berry County, Mo., and later to Benton County, Ark., 
being a rc!sident of the latter place when the war came up. In 1864 he 
returned to Berry County, Mo., and was there living at the time of his death, 
which occurred in 1886, when sixty years of age. His wife, who was a native 
of Tennessee, died in 1879, a daughter of Jesse King. She bore her husband 
the following children: Jane who is living in Berry County, John, Bert, Mary, 
Martha, Vesta, Henry, Sally and Jesse P., all of whom live in Berry County, 
Mo., but the last mentioned, and three children who are dead. The (;ommon 
schools of Berry County, Mo., afforded Jesse P. Briscoe a fair English edu
cation, and after leaving school he was engaged in farming for some time. 
He then located in Exeter, Mo., and opened a drug store in partnership with 
a Mr. Good, but later purchased the latter's interest in the business, and for 
six subsequent years successfully conducted the enterprise alone. In I 889. he 
came to Harrison, Ark., and established his present well-appointed drug store, 
which has held a high place in popular favor ever since. He was for some 
time associated in this business with a Mr. Hammell, but for the last two or 
three years has been in business alone. In a business way he has been 
successful and is the owner of some good real estate in Harrison, including 
the pleasant home, in which he lives. He took up the study of pharmacy many 
years ago, was registered in 1888, and in this branch of human endeavor is 
experienced and reliable. He has always been a strong worker for the Demo
crat party, and socially is a member of the I. O. O. F. of Barry County, Mo. 
He was married in Virginia to Miss Dora E. Leckie, a native of Springfield, 
Mo., by whom he has three children: Marie, Leckie and Eileen. 

W. J. COOPER. The gentleman whose name heads this sketch is well 
known throughout the section in which he resides as a man of unblemished 
~eputation, whose energy, perseverance and integrity have placed him in an 
Independent financial position and has won for him the respect of his fellow-
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citizens. The fine farm on which he resides comprises 178 acres of land. but 
he is also the owner of real estate in other parts of the county which amounts 
to some 500 acres. He has ever been an enterprising, thorough and practical 
farmer, and hIS valuable property is looked after in a manner that would at 
once indicate his thorough knowledge of his calling. In connection with his 
farming operations he is the owner of a fine steam grist mill and cotton gin, 
both of which have proven very successful, and as he is located about del'en 
miles from Marshall, his mills are largely patronized. He is a product of the 
county in which he is no\\' living, his birth occurring May 18, 1854, therefore it 
is not to be greatly wondered at that he has e\'t.~ry interest ofthe county warmly 
at heart and at all times manifests much public spirit. His parents, :--J ewton 
and Sadie (Thornton) Cooper, were born all Tennessee soil and were there 
reared and married, their removal to Arkansas taking place in October, ISS3. 
They purchased a good farm on Bear Creek and up to his death, in 1889, the 
father followed farming as a livelihood and became independent. He was a 
soldier in the Union Army during the Civil \Var, was courageous, faithful and 
loyal, and served for eighteen months during the latter part of the struggle. 
He was a member of the A. F. & A. 1\1., was a Republican in politics and was 
an industrious, enterprising and honorable man. His widow survives him and 
makes her home with her son, \V. J. Cooper, on the old place on which she 
first settled on coming to this country. She bore her husband se\'en children 
as follows: W. J.; Riley B., who is in Idaho; Nancy J., deceased; :'(. D., who is 
a resident of Florida; T. B., who is residing in Van Buren County, Ark.; C. G., 
deceased, and C. 1., who is living in this country. The subject of this sketch 
was reared on the old home farm and it has continued to be his home all his 
life. He was married in IS70 to Miss Esther Van Dime, who was reared in 
Yell County, Ark., a daughter of Reuben Van Dime, who was taken from life 
in Searcy County, but was called upon to mourn the death of his wife in IS;'9, 
she leaving him with three children to care for: James S., Mary:.'lI. and Mitch
ell. His second wife was Malinda Britt, also a native of Yell Count\', and 
after her death he married Miss Savannah Stringer, a daughter of John 
Stringer, and three children have been born of this union: John N., Robert P. 
and Myrtle. Upon the death of the mother of these children he married his 
fourth and present wife, who was l'Irs. Mary Henchey, a daughter of Aleck 
Bohanan, and to 1\1r. and Mrs. Cooper one child has been gi\'en: Claude N. 
Like his father before him, Mr. Cooper is a stanch Republican in politics, and 
although he has always been interested in the success of his party, he has 
never been an aspirant for office, his business interest fully occupying his time 
and attention. 

NATHAKIEL G. TRACY. It is a pleasure to chronicle the history of a man 
whose life has been one of honor and usefulness, and although he is con
siderably past the zenith of his career, Mr. Tracy has accumulated sufficient 
means to enable him to enjoy most thoroughly the comforts and conveniences 
of life and the society of his numerous friends. Although he has attained 
the age of sixty-six years he still keeps up the active and industrious life that 
brought him in such substantial rewards, and many men much younger than 
he display less activity, mentally and physically than does Mr. Tracy. He 
was born in Spartanburg Distlict, S. c., in 1828, the son of Xathanie! H. and 
Poll" (Henn'') Trac\", who were also born there and were there reared and 
married, but- thev afterward moved to Georgia and from there to Arkansas in 
ISS I, and located on the farm which is now owned by the subject of this 
sketch. It was at that time quite a heavily timbered tract of land, and a 
road had to be hewed out of the forest to the house. The father, a thrifty 
farmer, greatly improved his land by clearing and building, and in time 
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became well to do. He held the rank of major in the State Militia, was 
for many years justice of the peace and was an exceptionally useful and sub
stantial citizen. He died at the age of sixty-five years while visiting in the 
Old North State, prior to the war, and his widow died in Arkansas after the war. 
He had been a member of the Baptist Church for about five years before his 
death, but his wife was a member of the Presbyterian Church from the time 
she was twenty years old. To them five sons and three daughters were given, 
but the subject of this sketch is the only surviving member of the family: 
James, the eldest held the rank of colonel, by appointment and died during 
the war; William, was captain of his company was on duty east of the Mis
sissippi River, and served throughout the entire war; John, was also in the 
army, and eventually died in Anderson County, Tex.; Henry, the youngest 
brother died in Baxter County, Ark., while serving in the Confederate 
Army. The daughters were Nancy, Sarah and Polly Ann. The boyhood 
days of Nathaniel G. Tracy were spent in Murray County, Ga., but in I85! he 
became a resident of Arkansas. He and his father and brothers Henry and 
James first went to the Indian Territory, but were not pleased with that sec
tion and then came to what is now Baxter County, Ark., and made a location 
on Big North Fork. By hard work they cleared the land, got the soil under 
cultivation and made many improvements in the way of buildings a~d fences, 
and this tract of land which now comprises 400 acres, is exceptionally fertile 
and is considered one of the best farms in the county; ISO acres are under culti
vation and yield abundant crops. In June, 1861, Mr. Tracy joined Shaler's regi
ment of Arkansas Infantry, C. S. A., and later became a member of what was 
known as Fristo and Tracy's Regiment of which Fristo was colonel and Mr.Tracy 
lieutenant-colonel. The latter was a participant in the battles of Ironton, 
Augusta, Big Blue, was all through the Missouri raid, and was a participant in 
many skirmishes and engagements of minor importance. He was paroled at 
Jacksonport, Ark., and returned home to find all his property had been swept 
away, but, nothing daunted, he at once set about the work of rebuilding his 
shattered fortunes, but for some time had all he could do to keep the" wolf 
from the door." He was obliged to hunt in order to supply his family with 
necessary provisions, but gradually times grew easier and he began to lay by 
something and to improve his place, with the results above mentioned. He 
was married in Georgia to Miss Martha Ann Gray, who died in this county 
eleven years ago, having become the mother of eight children, seven of whom 
are living; two sons and five daughters. June 25, 1883, Mr. Tracy was married 
to Georgia Ann Hand, of this county. He and his present wife are members 
of the Missionary Baptist Church, he is a member of Mountain Home Lodge 
of the A. F. & A. M., and in his political views has always been a Democrat. His 
walk through life has been characterized by the most honorable business 
method;;, by: hi~ c~arity to all mankind, and by his unbounded public spirit, 
and he IS w.lth JustIce regarded as one of the most useful citizens of Baxter 
County, Ark. 

ANDERSON CARLTON. A lifetime of hard earnest endeavor in pursuing 
t~e occupation to which he now gives his attention, coupled with strict integ
rIty, honest:l.; of purpose and liberality in all directions, has resulted in placing 
Anderson Carlton among the truly respected and honored agriculturists and 
sto~kmen ?f Newton County. Like other representative men of the county 
he IS a native of North Carolina, born in Wilkes County in 1825. His parents, 
Alfred and Polly (Ellison) Carlton, were also natives of Wilkes County, N. c., 
the former born in 1805 and the latter in 1806. This worthy couple celebrated 
their nuptials in I~25, and when our subject was about three years of age they 
removed to Manon County, Tenn., where they made their home until 185 2_ 
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From there they carne by ox team to Newton County, Ark., being about seven 
weeks on the road, and located on Hudson Fork of Buffalo, where our subject 
now lives. They improved a small farm, but subsequently removed to Boston 
Mt. where they resided for a number of years. Their last days were spent 
among their children, the father dying in 1874, and the mother in 1885. Both 
were regular Baptists and worthy citizens. For some time before the war the 
father was internal revenue collector for Newton County, and although a Cnion 
man he took no active part in the Rebellion, treating all soldiers alike, and 
was well and favorably known. He was one of the pioneers of the county, 
the same being very sparsely settled, and worked early and late to subdue the 
wilderness. He was one of eight sons and four daughters born to Lewis 
Carlton, also a native of Wilkes County, N. C. At an early day the latter 
moved to Tennessee and there passed away after the war, when quite an aged 
man. He was a blacksmith by trade and of English parents, who carne to 
America in 1660 and settled in New Jersey. Our subject's maternal grand
father, Hayden Ellison, was a native of the Emerald Isle, but came to America 
in early life and died in east Tennessee when quite aged. He was a weaver by 
trade. Our subject was eldest in order of birth of the following children: 
William Curtis of this county, was a soldier in the Federal Army; John, of 
Boone County, was also in the Union Army: Lowrey, of this county, was in 
the army;' Lewis died at Corinth, Miss., during the war; James was a Confed
ate soldier from Texas; George, of Texas, was under Gen. Lee all through the 
war; Marion, of this county, was in the Union Army; Eliza is the wife of Capt. 
A. R. McPherson; Mary wife of Robert Bowen of this county, and Elizabeth 
wife of Cimber Thomas, of Newton County. Our subject grew to mature 
years with limited educational advantages, and learned his letters from his 
brother-in -law, Capt. McPherson, after he carne to Arkansas. Before coming 
to this State he was married in Tennessee, in 1848. to ;\Iiss Nancy Hicks, a 
native of Marion County, Tenn., born in 1836, and the daughter of Bird Hicks. 
Five children were given them: James, deceased, left a family; Joseph a farmer 
of this county; Elizabeth, deceased, was the wife of Wm. U. Casey; Hon. Wm. 
A. a teacher, was in the Legislature in 1890 and 1891; and George, a farmer of 
this county. The mother of these children died in 1865. and in 1867 1\1r. Carlton 
married Miss Sarah Murphy, a native of Madison County, _-\rk., and the daugh
ter of John Murphy (see sketch). Seven children were born to this union: 
Prof. John F. a graduate from the University of Little Rock, and now a teacher 
at Jasper; Ida Belle, wife of Isaac Stapleton. of this county; Maryland. wife of 
L. J. Self, of Newton County; Dona, Lona, Samuel Wallace and Sherman. 
Since corning to this county our subject has resided in this neighborhood, and 
is one of the leading farmers of his section, owning 240 acres seven miles 
above Jasper. During the Rebellion he was a stanch Union man, but did not 
enlist, owing to disability. l\Ir. Carlton is one of there presentative men of the 
county, and has held a number of responsible positions. From 1888 to 1890 
he was treasurer of the county, and it was through his efforts that the school 
funds were properly disposed of. Since then ~he schools have been in a flourish
ing condition and reflect much credit to his management. Mr. Carlton is a 
Royal Arch Mason, and politically is a Replblican, and a Libera"! supporter of 
his party. He is a member of one of the most prominent and numerous fam
ilies of Newton County, and one of its most enterprising citizens. 

JOSHUA W. C. Hr:\"KLE, M. D. The pro:'ession of medicine. while a very 
inviting field for the student and humanitarian, is one that demands much self
denial and the exercise of repression and the sacrifice of the ordinary methods 
of advancing .one's interests. Among the physicians of repute in Stone 
County, Ark., the subject of this sketch holds a prominent place for his attain-
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ment in his profession, his courteous treatment of his ~rethren, the success 
he has attained in the practice and his uroad and conSiderate and devoted 
care of those who require his professional services, all combine to make him 
distinguished. He was born in Wayne County, Tenn., July I8~ ~848, a son of 
John D. and Irena (Beckham) Hinkle, who were born in the State of North 
Carolina. They were married in \Vayne County, Tenn., and about 1850 located 
near Melbourne, in Izard County, Ark., where the father died September I, 
18S2,his birth having occurred in 1816. The mother still lives in Izard County, 
is in her sixty-eighth year, and is now the wife of Stc::phen T~ylor. John 
D. Hinkle was a farmer and a very successflll one. \VhIle 1ll I ennessce he 
held the office of justice of the peace and politically was a Democrat. Four 
children were born to his union, of whom the subject of this sketch was the 
second in order of birth. Dr. Hinkle was edllcated in the public schools of 
Izard County and at the early age of seventeen years turned his attention to 
school teaching in Izard and other counties. and when not thus engaged gave 
his attention to farming. \Vhile teaching school he commenced reading 
medicine and in 1883 he began a regular course under the instrllction of Dr. 
John N. Nicks and in 1884-85 attended the American Medical College of St. 
Louis, and after practicing for some time with Dr. Nicks he, in 1886 came to 
Stone County and bought the farm \\'here he now lives, abollt a mile and a 
half southeast of Mountain View, where he has since resided and bllilt up a 
very extensive and constantly increasing practice among the best peopJe of 
that section. At the same time he has conducted his farm, which comprises 
ninety-five acres, and has his place in an excellent state of cultivation and 
well improved. In 1877 he was married to Miss Lucy J. Ross, a daughter of 
James J. Ross, of Izard County, and to their union three sons and a daughter 
have been given. The Doctor and his wife are members of the Christian 
Church and socially he is a master JI.'1asol) of Melbourne Lodge. 

JAMES P. HERRON. A noble class of men have built up the agricultural 
interests of Mountain Home Township, Baxter County, Ark., and have made 
it a garden spot in the great commonwealth of the State. Among those who 
have been active and efficient in the work is he whose name stands at the 
head of this sketch. He has been identified with the farming interests of the 
county almost from his birth, and in every walk of life has conducted himself 
in an honorable, upright manner. He was born in what is now Baxter (then 
Fulton) County. November 20, 1855, a son of Fielden Herron, who was born 
in White County, Tenn., in 1807. He came to Arkansas in 1827, at which time 
India?s w_ere very numerous here, and made his first crop where Bakerfield, 
Mo., IS now located. The following year he located on the farm which is now 
owned by the subject of this sketch on North Fork, on the line of Union and 
Mill Townships. at which time a small clearing of about ten acres had been made 
on the pJace. By hard work he cleared a large portion of this place and there, 
surrounded by plenty, he passed his declining years, dying May 20, 1870. He 
was a. Democrat, a member of the Primitive Baptist Church until 1854, and 
!hen J?ined the .Missionary Baptist Church. He was for many years a Mason, 
m whIch honorable order he attained to the Royal Arch deo-ree. He was 
married four times, but the mother of the subject of this sket~h was Nettie 
C. Hutchinson, who was born in Kentucky and died in Baxter County in 1876, 
at about the age of fifty-two years. The subject of this sketch was the 
youngest of a large family and received his education in the common schools 
and ip Mountain HO.me Academy. \Vhen sixteen years of age he commenced 
farmmg and stockralsmg, and altho?gh he s~arted without much means, by 
~ard work and good management hiS possessIOns gradually increased until he 
IS now the owner of 300 acres of land on North Fork, of which ISO acres are 
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under cultivation, and 120 acres in the farm on which he lives, about two 
miles southeast of Mountain Home. In IS73 he led to the altar Elizabeth 
Tolburt, a daughter of Samuel Tolburt, but on the 10th of March, 1879, was 
called upon to mourn her death, she having borne him three children, only 
one of whom is living, Cero Ann, at home. February 21, 188<:, Mr. Herron 
married Miss Mary Ann Sale, a daughter of John Sale, of this ~ounty, and to 
them two children have been gi\'en: :\Iyrtie Augusta and John D. :\Ir. and 
Mrs. Herron are members in good standing of the Missionary Baptist Church, 
in which he is a deacon, and socially he is a member of the Blue Lodge of the 
A. F. &: A. M. at Jl.Iountain Home, and the L O. O. F. He has always sup
ported the measures of the Democratic party, but has been by no means active 
in political matters, his attention being gi\'en to other things. 

CHAkLES HENRY CA~!PBELL. Among the old, intelligent and representa
tive families of this part of Arkansas is the one of which the subject of this 
sketch is a descendant, and in tracing back the genealogy of the family we 
find that the ancestors came originally from bonnie Scotland. It is always a 
pleasure to deal with the history of one who is a member of one of those 
grand old pioneer families that braved the dangers and privations of life in a 
new and unsettled country that they might build up a home for their descend
ants and pave the way for a higher ci\'ilization. Charles H. Campbell was 
born in McNairy County, Tenn., September 4, 1837, a son of Hon. John 
and Ann (Blassingame) Campbell, who were born in Giles and McNairy 
Counties, Tenn., respectively, their marriage also occurring in their natiye 
State. In 1837 they came by ox-team to what is now Searcy County, Ark, 
and after a six weeks' journey settkd on Calf Creek at a time when the 
settlers were very few and far between. John Campbell was a man of active 
and industrious habits and was quite successful in the accumulation of worldly 
goods. As he was in public office for many years he became well known 
throughout the State and his friends were innumerable. Although he recei\'ed 
but an ordinary education in his youth he possessecl a natur~Jly fine mind 
and became a cultivated and well-informed man. He served as county judge 
in an early day and in 1842 was elected to the Lower House of the Legislature 
and some years later was a member of that body again. He was a member of 
the Secession Convention of 1861 and was one of the very last to give up the 
fight for the Union, but finally went '\'ith his State and during the war did 
active service for the Confederacy in various capacities, being commissioned 
as colonel, out finally refugeed to Texas, \vhere he remained until after the 
close of the war. Owing to the fact that the greater part or his property was 
destroyed during the war he \Vas made doorkeeper of the House of Repre
sentatives soon after the close of hostilities and in 1874 becamea member of the 
Constitutional Convention. He was the first senator from his district under the 
new constitution, serving in this capacity for a period of four years, during 
which time he showed himself to be an able legislator, a man of incorruptible 
honor and one who had the interests of his section most warml\' at heart. 
After fulfilling his duties in this capacity he became superintendent of the 
State House and public records, a position he successfully filled for some 
time, He was first a \Vhig in politics, but after the war became a Democrat 
and supported the men and measures of his party with both influence and 
vote up to the day of his death. which occurred )J?vembe~ 10, IS79. While 
at Little Rock, Ark., he was made a member of \\estern Star Lodge of the 
A. F. & A. I'lL, and was the first :\lason in Searcy County, the lodge at ;l.1ar
shall bearing his name, in which he became ~night templar.. He wa~ a 
lieutenant in Col. Pelham's company and was statIOned at Fort Glbs~n dunng 
the Mexican "Var. His death was a great loss to the county and State and 
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was deeply regretted by all who knew him. His father, James .Camp~ell, 
carne to Searcy County in an early day also ar:d dIed here when the ImmedIate 
subject of this sketch was a boy. Two of hIS son~ became m!J1Isters: Alex., 
a Primitive Baptist, and James, a Missionary Baptist preacher; Washington, 
another son, became a soldier of prominence in the Confederate Army. The 
mother of Charles Henry Campbell died August 4, 1882, at about the age of 
sixty-six years, a daughter of \Vade Blassingame, who came from McNairy 
County, Tenn., to Arkansas and died in Independence County before the war. 
The subject of this sketch was the eldest of ten children born to h is parents, 
the other members of the family being as follows: Eliza J., wife of J. W. 
Morris, of Searcy County; A.ngeline; Lucinda (c1eceas~c1);. Elizabeth E., wife 
of \Yilson Taylor, of this county; George 'vY., who dIed 111 1891; Margaret, 
wife of \Vilson Taylor, of Tennessee; James S., who left home shortly after 
the war and has never since been heard from; 'vVade, who was killed in a mill 
explosion at Marshall, Ark.. in December. 1879, and Lavina F., wife of Z. T. 
'vVasson, a sketch of whom appears herein. Charles Henry Campbell spent 
his youthful days on his father's farm on Calf Creek, and, although he received 
no educational advantages save what could be obtained in the common country 
schools, he began teaching during the war andat the same t~me did service in the 
Nitre and Mining Bureau. In 1868 he led to the altar MISS A. J., daughter of 
Samuel and Jane (Robinson) Strickland, natives of Tennessee, but immigrants 
to Mississippi, Louisiana, Pope County, Ark., and finally to Searcy County, 
Ark., and here passed from life. lvT rs. Campbell was born in Mississippi and 
has borne her husband three children: Eliza M .. wife of 'vVilson Turner, of this 
county; Homer Lee and David \,valker. 1\1r. Campbell is the owner of a fine 
farm of 270 acres adjoining the old homestead and through his own elforts has 
a \\·ell-improved and valuable place. He has been a lifelong farmer and 
stockraiser and is one of the best known men of the county. He was first a 
\Nhig in politics and cast his first vote for Bell in 1860, but he has since been 
associated with the Democrat party. 

GEORGE \V. STO)1E. This gentleman who resides in James Creek Township, 
is the owner of a fine farm, which attests by its value and productiveness the 
excellent qualities of thoroughness and system which mark the owner. He is 
a native of Ozark County, Mo., where he was born in 1848, a son of John and 
Maria (Bayless) Stone, natives of Tennessee, where they were reared and mar
ried. From that State they removed to Greene County, Mo., and later to 
Ozark County, of the same State, where Mr. Stone died when the subject of 
this sketch was very small. In 1862 the family removed to Marion County, 
Ark., where Mrs. Stone breathed her last about 1882, having long been a mem
ber in good standing of the Christian Church. Her father was a farmer of 
Tennessee and died in that State. The paternal grandfather was also a Ten
nesseean and reared four sons: John, Edward, William and David, all of whom 
died ill ::'IIissouri. The subject of this sketch was the youngest save one of the 
following family: Sarah, who died in Marion County, the wife of James Cain; 
Louisa, who also died here. the wife of Robert Long; Mary Jane, who became 
the wife of .Andrew Benton, and died in Marion County; Adaline, who died in 
Marion County, the wife of A. C. Musick; Julia Ann, who became the wife of 
:Villiam Lance, also died in this county; Edward Marion. died in this county 
Ifl 1863; Amanda, became the wife of Joel A. Presley and died in Marion 
C~)llllt}:; George \N. afoId Serepta, who died young. George \V. Stone remained 
Wlt~ IllS mother untIl he reached manhood, but owing to the fact that he 
ass~sted her 111 every way in his power and to the scarcity of schools, his edu
catIOn was not of t!1e ?est., In 1873 he married Marinda Jane, daughter of 
John Porter, who dIed 11l \\ oodruff County, Ark., when Mrs. Stone was quite 
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sm.all. She \\:as born in th~t county and there died about 1876, lea\'ing two 
ch!1dren: l\'lanon and Drusc!11a, the latter named for her grandmother Porter, 
who now lives in l\Iarion County, the wife of G. H. Forrest. In IS81 Mr. 
Stone married Lucina, daughter of Robert and Rachel Forrest, who were born 
and spent many years of their lives in Ozark County, 1\10., but are residents of 
the State of \Vashington, where they ha\'e become comparatively wealthy dur
ing their fourteen year~' residenc.e there. l\Irs. Stone was born in Ozark County. 
and by l\Ir. Stonc is the mother of scyen children: Everet Clarence, \\'alter, 
Ida Belle, Frank, Cora. Charle\, and Nora. Since the time of his tirst mar
riage 1\1r. Stone has resided on his present farm, but at that time only a 
few acres had been cleared and a small log cabin erected thereon, for 
which he paid the sum of $25. He now has a fine bottom-land farm of 1:;2 
acres, about seventy of which arc cleared and under cultivation. H-is 
place is nicely improved with excellent buildings of all descriptions and he 
always has an abundance of fruit of \'arious kinds. In 1893 he erected a gin, 
saw and corn mill. all of which net him a satisfactory income. Besides this 
valuable property he is the owner of some extremely desirable mineral claims. 
He has followed farming all his life, has made it a success. and is considered 
one of the substantial men of his section. For the past fourteen years he has 
been a director in his school district, and he has e\'er been an earnest ad\'ocate 
of the free-school system, and is a patron of all progn;ssive measures ~ener
ally. He and his worthy wife are members of the Christian Church and polit
ically he has been a lifelong Democrat. and his first presidential vote was cast 
for Horace Greeley in 18i:!. 

JOlIN O. l\IORROW. Acth'ity and business enterprise is in no direction 
more lucidly marked in any city than in the li\'ery business. This caIlil1~ is 
the pulse of a city's enterprise and vim. The experience and brain work of 
capable business men are called into requisition in this line, and a city that is 
noted for its transient patronage as well as its busy home life is sure to gi\'e 
good profits to the liveryman. One of the most popular establishments of 
this kind is that owned by John O. Morrow, which was established in Harri
son in 1889, and as he has all his life been a great admirer of that noble animal. 
the horse. he chose this calling out of true adaptability for it. He was born 
in Christian County, Mo., near Ozark, October 28. 1856. a son of X. It and 
N. S. Morrow, who were among the early pioneers of that section. ;'\. B. :'IIor
row was killed at his home in Christian Count\'; at about the close of the war 
by bushwhackers, having been a successful agriculturist throughout life and 
a resident of that county from 1832. He was also at one time engaged in 
merchandising in Ozark. The maternal grandfather of the subject of this 
sketch, Samuel McDonald, was a pioneer of Christian County, became influ
ential throughout southwest Missouri, and was a prosperous farmer and stock
man. The early life of John H. l\Iorrow was spent in Ozark and Springtidd. 
and after attending the public schools of these places he tini"hed his education 
in Drury College. At the age of about twenty years he engaged in ianllillg 
and shipping stock on his own responsibility. became \\'ell known ill the latter 
industry and was at one time associated in this business with A. F. Yoachim. 
Mr. Morrow continued to follow this calling in Ozark and Christian Counties 
until he came to Harrison, but upon his arri\'al in this city he purchased a 
livery stable, which unfortunately burned down in 1~91. In company \yith 
the King brothers he then bought the brick building in which he i~ now lh)ing 
business, but in 1892 purchased their interest and then took G. R. Spc'er in 
as a partner. In 1893 this gentleman disposed of his interest tu R. J. 
Martin, which connection still exists. This gentleman keeps only the best 
stock of animals, from twenty to thirty head, and all kinds of \'ehiC'le~ for 
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light and heavy driving. and espccially caters to the cOIlllllercial tradc, His 
horses and rigs are stylish and attracti\'e. are at all tImes ready, for use. and It 
is needless to say that his house is liberally patronlzecl. He IS a lllember of 
the 1\, F. & c\. :-1., Harrison Lodge :\0, 3 q. and in politics has al ways been a 
Democrat and an acti\'c \I'orker for the success 01 the party Il'herever he has 
livcd. He is in e\'el"\" sense of the word a self-made man, and by careful atteIl
tion to his affairs has' met \\'ith success financiall\', Ill' is considered an excellent 
judge of horseflesh, is merciful and pailhtaking Il'ith the animals in his stable, 
and is one of the velT foremost men in his line of business in the county, He 
has been to some extent. a dealer in rcal estate and UI\ns SoIlle I'aluable prop
erty in Harrison. He I\as the first lllan to bring stuck afJine brl:ed,to Boone 
Count\·, and has done much to improve the grade of stock 111 thiS sectIOn, being 
the oll:ner of a finc imported horse and jack, :\Ir. :\[urro\\' I\"as married in Chris
tian County to :'IIiss E. J. Ball, a daughter of John Ball, an early pioneer of thc 
count\', and their union has resulted in the birth ot one chIld: DaiSY, :'IIrs. 
)'Iorroll' is a mcmber of the ChrIstian Church, 

R. D, C GRlf'FIN, The name of Griffin i" well knowIl throughout Searcy 
County, for it has becn connected lI,ith the business interests of this section 
for a long term of years, and is the synonym of hunesty, industry and lHlsi
ncss integrity. 1\11'. Grinln lI'as born in Huntsville, r\I<1., August 31,1020, a 
son of J,,,;se and Sarah \\'. I. Brooks) Griffin, \\ho rellloved first Irum ,\labama 
to Tcnnessee, and in 10 .. 6 to Scarc\' Count\·, Ark., I\"herethey entered a tract of 
land on which the father lived until ilis death, which occurred in 10S6. 
Throughout thc actin: years uf his life:. or from early manhood, he was a min
ister of the :'I1ethodist Episcopal Church South, \I' as a member of thc old 
Arkansas Conference and preachcd at many diffe:rent points throughout the 
Statc, It mav with truth be said of him that he was the father of the l\Icthod
ist Church i;l this count\'. :\lrs, Griftin was born in thc Ole! ;\forth State and 
dice! in January, 1891, h;ving become the mother of the following children: 
Mincn'a (:\lrs. Chandler); R. D. C; J. L., I\"ho is living in this county; 
Lucinda, who is the \Vido\\' Hollobaugh; \\'adc, who was killed in the explo
sion of a mill, and John \V., \I'ho is a :'Iethodist preachcr of Boone County, 
Ark. R, D, C Griffin was a young man lI'hen the family came to this county, 
and from here he cnlisted in thc Mexican \Var, afterward becoming a mcm
ber of thc Confederate ,Army during the Civil \Var, Company F. McKay's 
brigade. He began life for himsclf as a farmer of this county and to this 
occupation his time and attention have bcen gi\'en with the result that hc is 
the owncr of betwcen 300 and 400 acres of land, which he has put in an 
excellent state of cultivation, and grcatly improved with fine farm buildings 
and substantial fcnces, I n connection with tilling the soil he has bcstowed 
much attcntion on merchandising and milling, and being a shrcwd man of bus
iness has met with the best of success and is in indepcndcnt financial circum
stances. He was marricd in this county to Miss Rena Bao-ley a daucrhter of 
Henry Bagley, who was one of thc first scttlers of this section: To R1r. and 
Mrs. Griffin ~he following children have been giycn: Jesse, Lucinda and Ten
nessee, all of whom are married and have families, and for his sccond wife Mr. 
Griffin took Lucinda-by whom he has thc following children: G. B., H. 
L, M. N., Vincent, J. D, and Sophia. Mr. Griffin is a member of the Mcthod
!st Episcopal Church, has always been a Democrat in politics, and socially he 
IS a member of the A. F, & A. M. His SOIl, M. N. Griffin, was born in this 
county October 23, 1858, and was educated in the common schools of this 
county. He began doing business for himself in 1880, as a general merchant at 
~eslie, .an ()ccupation which occupied his time and attention up to 1893, dur
mg whIch tIme he was also engaged in the milling business with his father. 
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He is a keen and shre\\'C1 young business man. has succeeued in all his under
takings and is the o\\'ner of a fine little farm of lifty acres, bcsitles other 
projlerty. He: was married in ISS3 to :'IIbs Lizzie Thompson, a daH<,htcr of 
R. G. Thompson, and he and hi,:. wife have lin: children: Hattie, "Bertha, 
Teresa H,. and Bessie. Like his father bdorc him.:\I. ?\. Griffin is a Democrat 
politically. and although he has always bc(;n interested in thc political affairs 
of his section he has n(;\'er been an aspirant for office. The Grimns arc well 
respected in Searcy County. and ar(; among its most substantia! residents. 

J,'dIES H. GRW, Lead Hill, ,\rk., is known as a l10urishing town and 
contains tHany able and brainy business D1Cn., anlong 'Wh0111 the gt:ncral 
merchant takes prominent rank. In this calling kll' members posses, 3. wider 
reputation for ability and entt:rprise than James H. Gray. Hc \vas born in 
Stone COllllty (then Independence County). .-"I.rk" in IS6s.and is a son 0: lohn 
\\'. and Tennessee {Cornett, Gray. nati\·es of :\Iississippi and Ham-ilton 
County. TenD .. rcspcctin;ly. the father born in IS36 and the mother in 
\\'hen young :\Ir. and :'Ill'S, Gray came with their parents to c\rkansas. 
here gre\\' to mature years and married. For a number of years afterward 
they resided in Stone County, .\rk., but in IS;5 mO\'cd to Boone Count}' and 
located in White Ri\'er where they made their future home. :'IIf. Gra\- died 
on the 9th of :\pril, IS,S. in Tane-y County, :'IIo., after returning from'a busi
ness trip to Greene County. :\10. He was a successful farmer and stockman, 
and for t\\'O \'cars sen-ed in the Confederate :\rmy with Gen. Price. He was 
a :'IIason and a man well kno\\'n and universally iespected. He was one of 
fi\·c sons and four daughters born to \\,illiam B. Gray' who died in Boone 
County .• \r1;: .. about 1880, after a long and useful life. He came here in IS;-4 
and was a prominent farmer and stockman. His wiie died in Stone Countv, 
j\rk. Both \\'ere Bapti~ts. Our subject';; maternal grandfather. Henry Co·r
nett, came from Tennessee to what is no\\' Stone Count .. ., Ark .. in an ear:\" 
day and died there before our subject w:ts born. lie .. \as also a farmer. He 
was the father of fourteen children and his daughter. Tennesscc. the mother 
of our subject. died at Lead Hill in thc month of June, rSS4. Of the h\·c 
children born to his parents Ollr subject was third in order of birth. The 
others were named: :\!a1inda. wife of Thomas Da\-is, of this county; John \\", 
of Tancy County. :.\10., and ?\ ellie, wife or Frank A. Emt:rson. The second 
child, Nancy. died in infancy. Our subject reeei\·ed a limited education 
in youth. but was thoroug'hiy trained in the arduous duties of the farm. and 
when his parents came to Boone County, .-\rk., he came with them. Here he 
was married in 18S9 to 1\Iiss Leon. daughter of Judge \Yiliiam Keener, who is 
a prominent attorney at Lead Hill. The Judge was born and reared in Penn
svlvania and came \Yest soon after the war. For o,·cr twenty years hc has 
resided in Arkansas. :\lr5. Gray was born in :'IIissouri and bv 11e; union with 
our subject became the mother 'oi one child, a son. The orig-inai of this notice 
followed farming on the old home place antil January, 1894, when he engaged 
in general merchandising at Lead Hill. and by integrity and honorable 
methods has won an enviable record. 

Ho:(. GEORGE COLDIA:\ HI:\KLE. Of the manv substantial citizens of 
Stone County, Ark., there is not onc who stands hig11er in public esteem than 
G. C. Hinkle. or one who enjoys a more substantial share of recognition. He 
was born in \\·hat is now Stone (Ethen Izard I Count\", Ark., :'IIarch 2. IS:;:;. his 
parents being John and Polly Ann (Linn) Hinkle. who were born in Ala-bama 
and Tennessee, respecth·e!y. the former's birth occuring in IS22. His parents 
were \Valter and Annie I Downing' Hinkle, South Carolinians by birth, who 
were married in Tennessee, and later remo\'ed to !lIadison County. Ala., ill 
which State the father died in 1817. His widow then returned to Wayne 

il6 
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County, Tenn., and there John Hinkle was reared. He was a cabin~t maker an.d 
wood workman, and was about thirty years of age at the tIme of hIS death. HIS 
widow died in \Vayne County, Tenn., about 1850. John Hinkle was ~ducated 
in the common schools of \Va\'ne County and made his home WIth 1115 grand
father. Jonathan]. Downing, until his m~rriage with :\liss Linn in 1850, "ery 
soon after which he came to Arkansas, and located in Bickell's Cove, and later 
on the farm on which he is now residing, on which little improvements had 
then been made, and which he purchased for $15. This place he has greatly 
improved and now has 240 acres of as fine land as there is in the county. 
Prior to the Civil \Var he held the office of justice of the peace, and at its 
commencement he was a member of the International Improvement Commit
tee. Upon the organizatioI' of Stone County he was appointed by Gov. 
Baxter as assessor, was reelected to the position twice and served in all five 
years. His wife. who died June 21,1893, bore him ten children, eight of whom 
grew to maturity: \\'illiam A.; A.ndrew K., I"ho is a carpenter in Dallas 
County, Tex.; George c., who is a merchant of this county; :\Iary c., wire of 
James Elliott, a farmer of this county, Flora J. is the wife of N. J. \\,hitfield, 
a farmer of Potter County, Tex.; Lettie i\daline is the wife of A. J, Folks, of 
this county;].]. is a physician of Izard County, and Lucy Frances is the 
wife of Isaac Elliott of this county. TlIr. Hinkle is a deacon in the Missionary 
Baptist Church, is a Democrat in politics, and socially is a member of the A. 
F. & A. 1\1. George Coleman Hinkle, the immediate subject of this sketch, 
recei\'ed his education in the common schools of Stone County, and at the 
Academy of La Crosse in Izard County and the Little Rock Commercial Col
lege, graduating from the latter institution in l\Iarch, 188!, prior to which he 
had taught school for some time, and thus earned money to pay his way 
through college. .After finishing his education he continued to teach for some 
time in this and Baxter Counties, continuing until ISS6, when he was elected 
county clerk, an office he held until 1892. In December, 18i2, he engaged in 
the mercantile business at 1\It. View, where he has since been in business, and 
he is justly considered one of the substantial men of the county. I-Ie was 
married to Sarah A. \\'illiamson, a daughter of \Villiam \VilliamsoIl, who was 
born in Carter County, 1\10., and by her has two sons: Ralph and Dolph. Mr. 
Hinkle is a member of the A. F. & A. M., and like his worthy sire before him 
is a Democrat politically. 

E. D. ARNOLD. During the forty-seven years that have passed over the 
head of E. D. Arnold in Searcy County, he has thoroughly identified hims.elf 
with every interest of the same, and has been very public-spirited and progres
si\'e. He was born in this county February 20, !84i, to William and Elizabeth 
j Dean) Arnold, the former of whom is now living on Buffalo River in this 
coullty. IIe came thither about 1840, from \Vabash County, III., where he was 
born, II'hose father, Jacob Arnold, came with him to this section, having been 
a soldier in the \Var of 1812. \\,illiam Arnold was a Union soldier during the 
great Civil \\'ar, and is now living ill Searcy County, Ark., quite advanced in 
years. He was married here and here rared his family of seven children: Mar
tha ( Hodges); E. D.; Jacob. \\'ho is living on Richland Creek in this county; 
Andrew]., who is living on Buffalo Creek in this county; Jasper, a farmer also 
on Buffalo Creek; \Villiam }. also farms there, and Martin G., a farmer of the 
county. !hree children died young: Mary J., Member and John. The 
mother ot these children was called to "that bourne whence no traveler 
returns" in 1874, having lived the life of a true and earnest ChI·istian. William 
Arnold is a member of the Masonic fraternity, is a prominent citizen of Searcy 
County and is looked up to by e\'ery one who has the honor of his acquaint
ance. The early life of E. D. Arnold was spent on his father's farm and from 
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there he enlisted, at the age of se,:,enteen years in the Third Arkansas Cavalry, 
and the most of the tm1C was statIOned at Little Rock, but was also for some 
time at Louisburg. At the close of the war he returned home and at once set 
energetically to work to till the soil and also engaged in the sale of merchan
dise, being connected in the latter enterprise with r,Ir. r,lcBride. Being a man 
of sound, good sense, practical ideas and of an energetic disposition, his efforts 
have been attended with excellent results a.ld he is the owner of several good 
farms in Searcy County,one of his farms of 200 acres being in an excellent state 
of cultivation. Stockraising, that most profitable branch of agriculture, has also 
received much attention at his hands, and in addition to raising, he is also a 
dealer. He has always been acti\'e in political matters, has been a delegate to 
State cOlwentions and in numerous other ways has manifested much public 
spirit. He is a member of the A. F. & A. ;\1., :'.1arshall Lodge, and of the G. 
A. R. post at that place. He was married in 1867 to Miss l\Tary Hensley, 
daughter of John and ~Iary (May) Hensley, Tennesseeans, but emigrants to 
Arkansas in 1840, the Journey thither being made overland. The father died 
in St. Louis during the war, a prisoner of the Federals, having been captured 
while serving in the Confederate Army. He was clerk of the county at an 
early day and in politics was an Old Line Whig. His widow sUr\'i\'es him at 
the age of eighty-four years and makes her home with her daughter, l\Irs. 
Arnold. The latter was born in this county December 8, 1847, and is one of 
two survi\'ing members of a family of seven children born to her parents, the 
other member being Louisa (Wyatt), of Richland, Ark. !\II'. and Mrs. Arnold 
ha\'e five children: Eugene C. who is engaged in farming on his father's 
place, is married and the father of three children-Bert, Virgie and Jennie; 
\Villiam H. L.; Albert D.; Maude and l\Iinnie. As a substantia!, law,abiding 
citizen lIIr. Arnold has no superior and the many friends that he has gathered 
about him testifies to his popularity. 

JA~IES ESTES. This intelligent man of affairs keeps abreast of the times 
and is a successful tiller of the soil of Marion Count\', Ark. He was born in 
Cannon County, Tenn" July 10, 1839, a son of John- and Charlotte (Elkins) 
Estes, and grandson of Gilbert Estes, who came to this country from England 
and participated in the Revolutionary War, being killed in the battle of Horse 
Shoe Bend. One of his sons was in the \Var of lSI::! under Gen. Jackson. 
Mrs. Malinda Thomas is the only one of that family no\\" living. and ~he has 
attained the age of eighty-five years and makes her home with the subject of 
this sketch. In 1850 John Estes came with his family to l\Iarion County, Ark., 
his brother Edward having preceded him several years, and James Estes, the 
subject of this sketch, accompanied his father, being then ten years of age. 
He grew to manhood in Yellville, and when the great Civil \Var came up he, 
in July, 1861, enlisted in an Arkansas regiment, in which he served until the 
war closed, taking part in the battles of Ash Hill, Pea Ridge, Little Rock, 
Pleasant Hill and others. He was a useful and faithful soldier, and ga\'e all 
his cnergies to the success of the cause he espoused. He returned home June 
::!O, 1865. Three of his brothers were in the Confederate service and only one, 
Matthew, \"vas wounded. In 1861 Mr. Estes married Miss :'IIira 1\1. Moore, 
whose parents, Alfred and Lavina (Marlow) i\Joore, died in this county, the 
father being killed during thc war, and the mother's death occurring in 1853. 
:'.Irs. Estes was born in North Carolina September 1, IS')3, and \\'as (Jne of her 
parents' eight children. :'IIr. Estes made his home in Y clh'ille for some ten 
\'ears after the \\'ar, then moved to a farm on Greasy Creek, and a few years 
later came to his present location, his farm here consisting of 160 acres of 
well-tilled land. He raises stock also. and has aile of the most valuable places 
of its size in the county. He is a strong Democrat, and in IS;-9 was appointed 
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deputy county clerk of 1\Iarion County, and has held the ofjlc~s of deputy 
sheriff and deputy treasurer, as well as other responsible positIOns. He IS 

prominent in all public matters, active and generous ll1 his support of wor~hy 
measures, and is a substantial citizen. He has been a member of the A. F. & 
A. 1\1. since IS61, and he and his family are attendants of the Christian Church, 
of which his wife is a worth\' member. Mr. and l\Irs. Estcs are the parents of 
the following children: L~e, A. L., Ella (wif~ of J. E. Butler, of Te;cas), 
Amanda. J. 1\1., C. c., Dais)" Vil'gil, Cora, Edna and !rene .. Mrs. Iostes' 
brothers and sisters are as follows: l\Iary, wife of J. J. Keeter, IS deceased; 
Minerva is the wife of Jesse \Vhite, of Lawrence County, l\lo.; Sarah A., 
deceased; :'Ilartha is the \i-ife of G. Da\'enport, and lives in this county; Letha, 
the wife of Thomas ?\o\\"lin, is living in this county; Katie is the deceased 
wife of John Auglin, and onl' child died roung. 

F. S. IbKER. This gentlcman has been one of the wide-awake and enter
prising citizens of HarrIson, ~\rk., since 1~73, but first sa\\' the light of day in 
Smith County, Va., May 22, IS.p, a son of Andrew and l\Iary ( Hash) Baker, 
who were also Virginians. They came with their family to F~dton County, 
Ark., and there the father was succcssfully engaged 1I1 farmIng and mer
cha.ndising up to the breaking out of the great Civil \Var, and they then moved 
to Jasper, Newton County. In 1862 the father enlisted as a lieutenant in the 
Confederate sen'ice, with which he served until the war closed, being a 
member of Company -, of the Fourteenth Arkansas Volunteers. He was ill 
the battles of Pea Ridge, Port Hudson and others, but after the close of the 
war 1\1r. Baker returned to his native county of Grayson, Va., where he made 
his home for a number of years. He then returned to Arkansas, thence to 
Oregon, thence back to Arkansas, and is now living retired from the active 
duties of life in Harrison, being in the seventy-eighth year of his age. His 
wife has reached the seventy-sixth milestone of her life. Thcyreared a fam.ily of 
si:'( children: F. S.; Elizabeth, wife of E. Pugh, of Boone County; Levi, who 
is a miller at Bellefonte; Eli makes his home in the Indian Territory; Letitia 
is the wife of \Villiam Cecil, of Harrison, and \Villiam is a resident of Oregon. 
Louisa and another child died when quite young. F. S. Baker attended the 
common schools and Liberty Academy of Smith County, Va., gaining thus a 
good education, but at the age of seventeen years he emigrated from his natal 
county and took up his residence in Fulton County, and one year later in 
Searcy County. Aftcr his marriage, which occurred in 1860 and was to Miss 
Mary Harrison, a daughter of R. \V. and Clarinda (Austin) Harrison, he 
settled on a farm ncar Buffalo Springs in that county, where he made his home 
for several years. His wife's parents came from Tennessee to this State, and 
located at Bluff Springs, where the father followed the calling of an attorney, 
becoming well known in his professional capacity throughout that section of 
the State. He was a strong Union man during the war, and while the great 
struggle betwcen thc North and South was in progress he made his home in 
Springfield, dying in Newton County in I8S7, his widow still surviving him and 
a resident of Harrison. He and his wife reared the following children: Sarah, 
widow of Berry Cecil; Caroline. wife of A. F. Davis, of Harrison; George 
(deceased); John, who is living in Newton County; l\farv (Mrs. Baker); 
L. F., a resident of Newton County; \Vesley, who lives in Texas; Robert, a 
merchant of Jasper, Ark., and Franklin, also a resident of Jasper. Mrs. Baker 
was born in Tellnes~ee, in Fcbruary, I840' and was a child at the time her 
parents removed to this State. She and 1\'1r. Baker are the parents of three 
children: ;Viary A., wife of S. P. Elzey, who is a clerk in the land office at 
Harrison, has one child, Edith; James is living on a farm in the vicinity of 
Harrison, is married to Eliza Nash, and has one child, Roy S.; and Wesley W. 
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is married to Oma \Vebb, has one child, l\bbcl, and is the editor of the 
Newtoll }-ll'r(~!d, at Jasper, Newton County, Ark.; Ellen died at the age ot ten 
years, and Clay at the ag'e of four years. In 11102 F. S. Baker enlisted in 
Company D, Second Arkansas Cavalry, and sal\' the most of his service at 
Springfield; he was honorably discharged, and took his family to Springfield, 
where he made his home until 11165, when he returned to :\rkansas, locating 
at Jasper, and there entered mercantile life. ,\t the end of about ei"ht veal'S 
he came to llarrison and engag'ecl in milling, in partnership with Capt. It W. 
Fick, an early pioneer of the tOll"n, and also conducted a mercantile establish
ment up to Itltl9. Upon his arrival in Harrison he was appointed to the 
position of postmaster under Hayes, continucd to hold it under Garfield, and 
also fIlled the same pusition at other places under Grant's two administratiuns. 
In 11'1-;9 he was appuinted recllrclt:r in the land office of the United States at 
Harrison, and his time expired January 21, IS9"t. I-Ie was dcputy clerk I\·hile 
in Ncwton County, held other important offices, and in cI'cry relation in life 
his walk has been upright and stl'aightlurward, cminently calculatt:d tu win 
him the respect and approval of his fellows, He was at one time one of the 
largest jobbers in the mercantile line in the: county, handled over 2,000 bales 
of cotton annually, and also ably cunducted his large farm tl\"() miles nurth of 
Harrison, 011 which he is now living. }'\[r. and :'I1rs. Baker arc mcmbers of the 
Methodist .Episcopal Church, and he is it Knight Telll]lbr in thc J\. F & ;\.l\1., 
and for ten ycars has been a high priest in the same. He held the office of 
emincnt cummander of his commandery, allll has twicc been maskr of his 
lodge. He is a membcr of Harrison Lodge of the I. O. O. F., belongs to thc 
G. j\. R., is a member of the Couilcil of /\dl1linistrators of the State, and is 
deputy uf thl: order of thc Eastcl"ll :-;tar. J Ie !J,\S becn a lllClllbcr of the 
church since he was fuurteen years of age, has been superintendcnt of thc 
Sunday-school for thc past sixtecn years, and in church and l:ducational 
matters he has all\'i\Ys been remarkably actil·e. Hc has bCCll it mcmberof the 
city coullcil several times, <lnd has CITr bCL:n an enthusiastic RejluLJ!ic<ln. 

J. A. \VEATIIEHI.\". In this day and ag-c of bustlc and hurry \"(;ry few 
people stop to consider wh<lt wc eat and hOIl" to Sl:lect it, Lut the skillful 
housewife is very careful in hcr jlurchase of groceries, for she knows that on 
their purity and wholcsomencss dcpcnds ill a large measure the: health and 
happiness or her family. j. A. \Veatherly, dealcr in linc groceries at lIarri
son, I\rk., enju)'s a reputation for courteDLlS <kaling and promptncss ill his line 
of business which any grocer might bc pruu<! to have and his goods han: 
become noted for their excellence and purity. lIe was born in l\Iaury Cnunty, 
Tenn., january 27, 11144, the third of nine children born to Samuel :'II. and 
Eliza j. (Dullcan) \Vcatherly, the former of I\'horn was a Virginian, but an 
early pioneer of Tennessee, from which State he mOI'cd to 11linIJis about IE:53 
ant! settled in Union County, afterward loc<lting at l'ITurphysborough, Jackson 
County, wherc hc was called from life about IKSo. lIe was a mechanic by 
trade, a man of unblemished reputation and was a strollg Republican in his 
political \"ie\\"~. During the great Cil'il \Var he served as licutcnant in the 
One Hundred and Ninth Illinois Volunteer I nfantr\', but was 1\'oUllllcd at 
Vicksburg and was compcllell to retire from the sC;"I"icc. His wife Iras a 
nativc Tennesseean and died shortly aftci' her husband, both being consistent 
members of the Baptist Church. Thcir children were namcd as follol\'s: Will
iam D., who dicd in Illinois; James I I., who resides in Illinois and was a sol
dier in an Illinois regiment lIming- the war; John i\.; Samuel ~l., I\·ho lin:s in 
Illinois; Thomas J., also of that State; :\lartlla J., wile of John I Iuwcll; :\ancy 
P., wife of \V. l\L Rathruck, of jackson County, Ill.; Lavinia, wii"<: of Doc. 
Bancly, and Mary, 1\'1\0 died when young: On ,\ farm in the State of Illinois 
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the subject of this sketch was reared and he was educated in the common 
schools in the vicinity of his rural home. In January, 1862, he enlisted in 
Company A, Sixtieth Illinois Infantry, was under CoL W. B. Anderson and 
was with the Army of the Cumberland in the battles of N as.hville, l\I urfrees
boro, Atlanta, Savannah and Fayetteville, being honorably discharged at the 
latter place February 17, 1865, having received a sunstroke while in the battle 
of Atlanta. the effects of which he still feels. He held the rank of coporal 
and was a good and faithful soldier. He was at one time captured, owing to 
the fact that he was sick and had fail en behind his command, but when the Con
federates discovered his condition they left him and he eventually recovered 
sufficiently to rejoin his command. After the war was o\'er he went to \Vash
ington, D. c., thence home via Cairo, IlL, and was engaged in farming in 
Union County until 18,0, when he came to Boone County, Ark., and located on 
a woodland farm in the vicinity of Burlington, on which he resided until 1:::183, 
when he moved to the town of Burlington and began selling goods. II e came 
to Harrison in 1893 and until the fall of that year was with J. L Roy, engaged 
in the sale of aroceries, but since that time has been the sole propridor and 
has built up a large patronage. Besides his valuable stock of gouds his farm 
comprises 177 acres and he is a stockholder to the amount of about SI,OOO in 
the Boone County Bank. Socially he is a member of the A. F. &: A. M., 
Omaha Lodge No. 504, and politically he is a Republican of mallY years' 
standing. In 1865 he was married to l\~iss Vancy J. Robertson, a native of 
Union County, Ill., and a daug'hter of Charles and Susan (Rathrock) Rohert-
5011, who were also born there. 1\Irs. 'vVeatherly was born August 15, IK47, 
and has borne her husband the following children; Sarah A., wife of P. H. 
Boyd, of Burlington, has three children-Mamie, Bertie and a baby; 1\larinda 
P. is the wife of A. L Stevens, of Burlington, and Gracie B. Mr. and Mrs. 
'vVeatherly are members of the l\Iissionary Baptist Church. 

JOHN HORNBEAK. Success in business life is a guerdon that is very cau
tiously besto\\"ed upon a person by the goddess, who in a measure guides, 
and im'ariably decorates, man's efforts. And this same success is far more 
apt to come because of the pursuer's genius or adaptability for his calling, 
than from any mere luck, ambition, push or demand. There are favorable 
opportunities in men's lives, which, if taken advantage of, will take thl,m far 
along the road toward the consummation of their ideals, and, too, there are 
those who have a strange intuition of that time and avail themselves of it. 
But never does this mysterious aid come to those without ambition and fixed 
purpose. Determined effort invites success. Included in the narrow circle of 
men who have fought the battle successfully is John Hornbeak, a prominent 
merchant of Sparta, :\10. He was born in 'vVarren County, Tenn., Aug'ust 12, 
1830, and is of German descent. His ancestors came to this country at an 
early date and settled in North Carolina, where they made their home for 
many years. The parents of our subject, James F. and Sarah (Johnson) 
Hornbeak, were natives of Tennessee, and in that State were married. The 
father was born in Grainger County in 1800, and about 1841 he and family 
moved to Gr~ene County, l\'Io., locating about six miles south of Springfield. 
There he reSIded about two years and then moved farther south, within five 
miles of Ozark, on a farm. where he lived until his death in 1864. He took 
an active part in the Civil \Var, but did not become a soldier in 1861; instead 
~f this he acted as a l?uidc for ,:n army through the country to the Arkansas 
11l1e, and was a promment man 111 the first years of the war. After the war 
he resumed agricultural pursuits in Greene County, and was the only one of 
his father's fampy who came to ~his section of the country. In political mat
ters he stood \nth the DemocratIc party and held a number of offices of trust 
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in Greene and Christian Counties. He was a Mason, a member of the first 
lodge in Springfield. Of superior education and well informed on all the 
events of the day, he wielded no small influence in his section. He was aiso 
well posted in I a\\" , and acted as an attorney at an early day, holding the 
office of Justice of the peace for a number of years. He accumulated a good 
property, was the s?ul o.f ho.nor, an.d . was one of the most enterprising men 
of his clay. HIs Wife died 11l Chnstlan County about 1857, and her people 
were early settlers of Arkansas, where man\' of the Johnsons reside at the 
present time. l\Ir. and :'IIt-s. Hornbeak attended the Christian Church and the 
latter was a lifelong member of the same. To their marriage were born 
eleven children, ten of whom are still living: John, our subject, is the eldest; 
Martha is the wife of \\'. G. Bralliilr, of Iowa; \\'. C. has charrre of the water 
works in Springfield; Xancy is the wife of \Villiam Hunt and resides in 
Greene County; Eliza, wife of S. ?II. Gernigan, resides at Ozark; Elizabeth 
married :'IIr. Smith and is now living in Nebraska; Bethenia, wife of P. R. 
Brown, resides south of Springfield; Telitha, widow of John Dunlap, resides 
at Springfield; Camelia was the wife of John Mack, of Greene County, and 
died in 1893; Thomas A., who is a merchant and James M. The parents 
of these children were among the early pioneers of southwest l\1issouri. 
John, the original of this notice, passed his early life in Tennessee, assisted 
on the farm and attended the schools of his native county. After coming to 
Missouri he attended the school there and remained with his father until 1853. 
when he engaged in merchandising at Ozark with A .. L. Farmer, who died 
many years ago, and who entered the land on which the to\\'n of Ozark now 
stands and built the first store building there. !\Ir. Hornbeak resided in Ozark 
until ISS4 and then moved to Kenton, \\ here he continued his iormer business 
up to 1860. In 1862 he enlisted in the Home Guards, and, after the battle of 
\Vilson's Creek was over, he was detailed on secret sen·ice. \\'hen the Union 
Army again came to Springfield he enlisted in Company F, as private, for 
the tcrm of three months. After that he was made major of the Seventy-second 
Regiment, :'IIissouri Enrolled l\Iilitia, served with the same three months, and 
commanded the post during the Marmaduke raid in Springfield, taking part 
in that fight. He req:i\'ed a gunshot wound in the left shoulder during the 
Springfield fight, and returned to Ozark, where he assisted in organizing 
another regiment, called the Rangers. Mr. Hornbeak had charge of the 
Second Battalion of that regiment, with the rank of major. They remained in 
the Ozark Region and protected the farmers, who were trying to raise a crop, 
from the bushwhackers, etc., of the county. After the fall of 1863 l\Ir. Horn
beak left the service and mo\'~d to Canton, l\Io., where he foHowed merchan
dising for one year. In l\o\'ember, 1864. he took his fami!yto Richland, Iowa, 
but in 1865 he again located at Kenton and followed his former occupation. 
He also owned a farm near Kenton, and in connection with merchandising 
also tilled the soil. There he resided until 1883, when he mm'ed to Sparta, 
where he has since been engaged in merchandising. In politics Mr. Horn
beak has ah\'ays been with the Republican pal1:y, and in 1857 he was elected 
to the Legislature from Christian County. In 1880 he was again elected to 
represent this county, thus showing his popularity. He ha~ ever been ac~ive 
in politics and has been a delegate to a number of com·entlOns. Our subject 
selected his wife in the person of Miss Amanda Murray, a native of Greene 
County, :'110., born in 1840, and the daughter of Joseph l\Iurray, who was a 
descendant of the old l\Iurray family of this county. );ine cilildren ha\'e 
been born to !\Ir. and l\Irs. Hornbeak. five of 'whom are living: Sarah died in 
infanc\'; \\'illiam died when small; Tohn L. died when eleven years of age; 
Edward died at the age of two ~/ears; Laura married Charles R. ---. of 
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Sparta; Thomas E., single and clerking in his father's store; Belle, wife of 
R. E. Lee of this place; Florence, at hOlne, and Grace, also at home. The 
family attend the Christian Church. 1\1r. Hornbeak is a member of the 
Masonic order at Sparta, and has held the office of treasurer. Born of sturdy 
German blood, whence so many of our foremost men h<1\'e sprung, l\I r. 
Hornbeak enjoys the reputation of uprightness and strength of character that 
distinguished his ancestors, and compels the adlllIratlUn anel respect of theIr 
associates. He has for years been one of the leading men of business in this 
county, and is doing an annual business of ,sz 5,000. He is also the owner of 
considerable real estate in this county, and is a progressive, thoroughg'olng 
citizen. 

H. A. YOUNG. Since 186S tbis worthy business man has made his home 
in 1Iarion County, Ark., and for the past twenty rears he has been very suc
cessfully engaged in mercantile pursuits, the liberal patronage which he rec.ei;'es 
being a hearty indorsement of his upright methods of conductll1g hiS al'falrs, 
He was born in northern Georgia June 17, IS.:I:), a son of John and Evaline 
(Hicks) Young, both of whom died many years ago, the father while on his 
way home from the gold fields of California in 18.:18. His family consisted 
of four children: H. A. and Mary]., who is li\'ing in Georgia, the wife of a 
Mr. B1ackurle, being the only surviving members. I r. A. Young never saw 
his father, as hc left for the \Vest the ycar before hc was born, and died beforc 
he reached homc. \Vhcn a lad H. A, Young attended the district schuols 
of his nati\'e State, and when he took up his residence in Velh'ille he was 
eighteen years of age. He attended school here for some time, then beg'an clerk
ing in the mercantile establishment of L. Ellenburg, now of Springfield, and 
in 1873 or 187.:1 began business for himself, being first associatcd \\'ith \V. Cj. 
Sea\\'el, and two vears later with L. L. Scawel. Since 1880 he has been in 
business by himself, and for a short time was the traveling salesman of the 
American Bible Societv. Take it all in all he has becn a successful business 
man, notwithstanding the fact that he met with somc severe reverses during 
the early part of his business career. He is no\\' floating on a prusperous sea, 
and is doing well financially. His stock of goods amounts to about $2,000. 
He has for some time been interested in mining, and is the owner of a large 
amount uf mining property in Marion County, and has successfully oJlerated 
several paying mines. He was married in Yelh'ille in 1877 to Miss Ll\'ina 
Seawel, and to their union seven children have been gi\'en: Ora (deceased), 
Mary, Abigail, John, Eugene (deceased), Clara and Ruth. 1\1r. and 1\1rs. 
Young are devoted members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and although 
1\11'. Voung is a stanch Democrat politically, he has never been an office seckel', 
much preferring to devote his time and attention to his business than to fill 
any official position. 

Al.I,E:,( 1'1l1Ll.ll'S. The creditable condition of agricultural life in Boone 
County, Ark., is due to a great extent to the enterprise, energy and intelli
gence of her worthy tillers of the soil, prominent among who III Illay be men
tioned Allen l'hillips, born in Surry County, N. c., February 12, 18.:17, a sun 
of .\. and Susan I \Vilburn) Phillips, who were born, reared, married and died in 
the Old ;'\I orth State;. The: father was a leading Democrat of his clay, W,lS a 
prosjlerous fanner, but the late war swept away a considerable portion of his 
property. 1 I eanu wife had the following children: Louisa, who is living in North 
Carolina; Nancy, whu is dead; Robert, who is living in Henry COllnty, Mo,; 
Richard, \\'ho is living in North Carolina; Allen and Sarah E., who also reside 
in the Old North State. The paternal grandfather, Richard Phillips, was an 
early pioneer of this State, having been a participant in the Revolutionary 
\Var. Allen Phillips was reared on a fann in the State of his birth, received a 
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practical common-school education, but the bursting of the war cloud which 
had so long hovered over the country put an end to his education. After he 
had attained his majority he started out to make his 0\\'11 wav in the world 
and in 1873 emigrated westward, and st:ttled in Boone COllnt):, Ark .. purchas~ 
ing the farm on which he no\\' resides, which at that time was heavily con:red 
with timber. His estate comprises 160 acres, and on it arc hrst-class 
improl'ements, the buildings being substantial. commodious and sightly, the 
fences 111 good repair and the farm under excellent cultivation. He has cI'er 
been a stanch Democrat, but has never been an aspirant for office, the duties 
of his farm fully occupying his time and attention, I-l is \I'ire, IdlOse maiden 
name was Sarah Staples, was born ncar \Yalnut Grol'e, Ark., June..j, 185~, grew 
lip and Il'as educated in this county, anc! in 1:";8 Il'as married to I'IIr. Phillips, 
by whom she had five children: Susan ?II., Robert P., l\Iaryand :\Tartha (twins) 
are deceased. and one child that died unnamed. :'Ill'. Phillips and hi, wife arc 
members of the Baptist Church, in which he is a deacon, and in all matters 
pertaining to the section or conducing to its I\'dfare, he has shol\'lJ a deep 
interest. I Ie is of the stuff of which good citizens are made, and in the section 
in which he resides he commands the respect and liking of all \\'ho know him. 
Mrs. Phillips is a daughter of Patrick D. and Emeline (Gathen) Staples, who 
lin! on a fine farm on Gathen Prairie. The father was born in east Tennes
see, June 25, 1 82..j, a son of John and Sallie (:llcKinnie) Staples, II'ho were 
among the early pioneers of Boone County, Ark., coming thither in 18..j9, 
accompanied by their son, Patrick D. John Staples died a few years ago, but 
his wife has been dead many years. He was a farmer and carpenter byoccu
pation. by I\'hich means he acquired a competency. His family consisted of 
the following children: Patrick D.; \\'illiam B.,1\"I1O li\'es in the Choctaw 
J:\ation; Benjamin F., also a resident of the Choctaw 0:ation; ;'dexander, who 
died at Fort Smith, Ark., duringthel\"ar; Emeline, II'ife of A. \\'atkins; Betsey 
J.,II'ife of \\'illiam H. Barker, and Adaline, \\ho married a :Ill', Gathen and 
lives in the Choctall' I\ation. Patrick D, Staples quite well remembers the 
overland journey to this county, soon after Il'hich he located on Cherokee 
Creek, and in 1870 mon:d to the farm \\here h~ nOlI' lil'eS where he ha, since 
been quite successfully engaged in tiliing the soil and raising stock. He \\'as 
married to the daughter of Col. Beal Gathen, by whom he became the father 
of three children: Bell'adra, wife of S. !. \\'ilson; Sarah Eh"ira, wife of c\llcn 
l'hiliips, and Adaline, II'ife of ;\1. Sa\'agc, of Taney County, :'110. :llr. Staples 
lost his first wife in 1872, and afterward married Sue, daughter of L. Patc:et, 
this ullion resulting in the birth of one child, \\,illiam B., who is no\\' se\-en 
years old. l\Ir. Staples is no\l' seventy years of age and is yet a hale and 
healthy man, g:i\'ing promise of many more years of ~sefulness. !1e is a 
natural mechal1lc, an excellent carpenter, and ha, f01l0\\'eo the cooper s trade 
some during his life. He has ahyays been a Democrat politically. 

JOH~ RilLE\, HEFFLEY. John Bailey Hefiky has de\'C.tcd the greater 
part of his life to the calling of a farmer and stock raiser, and has met with 
more than the al'erage degree of success by his industry and f:ood manage
ment, accumulating a fair share of this world's goods. Like other reprcsent
ati\'e men of the county he came originally frum :'I!arion COllnty, Tenn .. of 
which his parents, Philip and Hannah I Sharp) Heffley, were also natives. In 
that State the father died when om subject was about fin? years of age and the 
mother afterward remo\'Cd to Henderson Count\·, ,,'cst Tenn., where somc of 
l'IIr, lIeffley's people were living. Later she returned to ::'Iarion Cuunty on 
business and died there, leaving the children orphans at an early a,;c. John 
Heffley, our subject's paternal grandfather, was also a nat;\'e of TennC'ssee, 
and was probably killed in the Florida \\·ar. I Ic \\'a5 of Dutch origin, and a 
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practical and successful farmer all his life. The maternal grandfather. Daniel 
Sharp. was a farmer, and died in Tennessee when one hundred and lour years 
of acre. His wife was also quite aged at the tlme of bel' death. They were 
Dut';h people. John Bailey Heffley's birth occurred in 1829. and he was 
second in order of birth of three sons and one daughter. The others were 
named as follows: Daniel, a farmer of Big Creek; Catherine. who was the 
wife of a Mr. Johnson. died in California. and \Villiam. who was a soldier and 
rarwer under Gen. 1\ICCullough. has not been heard from since. It is thought 
he is dead. Our subject was reared by his Grandmother Heffley and an 
uncle, in Henderson County. Tenn., and received but very little schooling. 
In 1850 he came by wagon to what is now Boone County. 1\rk .. and took up land 
on Crooked Creek. There he was married in about 1854 to l\Tiss Mary Jane 
Bird. a nati\'e of Tennessee, who died on Big' Creek. Newton County. about 
1876. Nine children were born to this union: Daniel .1.; Theresa Ann, wife 
of George Nichols; Alice, wife of William Criner; John; V/illiam Bailey; Philip 
H.; Caroline, died young; Frank Bird and Job c.. all married and living 
within a mile of the father. In the month of May, 1872. MI'. Heffley was mar
ried to Mrs. Martha J. Davis. daughter of John Shular. a native of North Car
olina. from which State he came to Newton County. Ark., in 1859. His death 
occurred here about 1870. Mrs. Heffley II'as born in this county and by her 
marriage to our subject became the mother of fi\'e children: Joseph. Robert 
Allison, George l\Iason. Nora Lee and Cora Martha Jane. About the year 
185S !\II'. Heftley moved to Texas, but two years later returned to Arkansas, 
locating first on Buffalo Ri\·er. The saIlle year he moved to a farm on Big 
Creek where he has since made his home. He is now one of the stirring. pro
gressive farmers of his section. owns 160 acres of fine lanel and has made all 
the improvements. Early in IS62 he joined Scott's Squadrons, Confederate 
Troops, and was engaged in scouting in northwest Arkansas ulltil 1863. After 
that be joined Company F, First Arkansas Infantry. Union Army, and a[tel' 
being stationed at Ft. Smith for a time, came home to look after his family 
and did not return. He is a Royal Arch Mason. a member of Cave Creek 
Lodge No. 135, and of Jasper Chapter. I-Ie and se\eral of his children are 
members of the Christian Church. MI'. Heffley is a member of one of the 
first families of the county and is universally respected. 

COL. JOI!:-I J. KE~IP, deceased. The influence of a good man will be ever 
expanding with the lapse of time, and his deeds of charity and acts of kind
ness will li\'e to commemorate his name a!ld perpetuate his memory. It can 
be truly said that a good man has been gathered to his fathers, but his virtues 
live after him, and his name is everywhere mentioned with respect and honor. 
He was born in middle Tennessee August 6, ISIS. and his death occurred May 
31, 1893. His early education was obtained in the State of his birth. and hav
ing been brought up to the occupations of farming and stockraising, he fol
lowed them throughout life. Upon coming to Arkansas he settled at Flat
woods, in what is no\\' Stone County. and over forty years ago took up his 
residence in Richwoods. By the judicious exercise of both brain and brawn 
he cleared up what is now one of the finest farms in the county. if not the 
finest, containing 480 acres, all of which is extremely fertile. He was very 
successful in his chosen calling, and was one of the very first in this section to 
introduce a good grade of horses, cattle, mules and hogs. He lost heavily 
during the Civil \Var, but afterward retrieved his losses, and at the time of his 
death. was wealthy. He was a southern sympathizer. was a soldier of the Con
federate Army, and ever afterward was a stanch Democrat. He was a member 
of the Christian Church, and socially belonged to the A. F. & A. M. FIe was 
married in Arkansas to Miss Cynthia Reeves, who was born in Boone County, 
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Ark., and to them twelve children were born, six sons and four daughters of 
whom are lIvmg at the present time. He was twice married, first to a ]\liss 
Young, who bore him quite a large family. Isaac, the fourth child bv his 
second \vife, was born I\Tay 13, lil64, on the farm where he now lives, and dur
ing his boyhood and early manhood he attended the schools of Richwoods 
and assisted in the duties of the farm during vacations. He was deputy sheriff 
of the county for two years under E. E. Rosson, but since the death of his 
worthy sire he has lived on and managed the home place, \I'hich he and his 
brother, J. T., own. They are wide-awake young business men and are 
admirably fitted to carry 011 the work which was successfully cOllducted by 
th~lr father for so .mall):' years. Isaac was married to ?lEss Julia Hughes, of 
thiS county, and ltke hiS father before him he is a Democrat in his political 
VIews. 

ROBERT FRA:'-:KL!:'-: LIVI:'-:GSTON, better known as "Casey Livingston," was 
born in Izard Count.y, Ark., in 1853, the son of Robert and Polly (Finlev) Liv
ingston, who were also natives of Izard County. The father-died in -Baxter 
County, six miles below the mouth of North Fork, in 1870, at the age of forty
three years, and his widow three months later. at the age of thirty-three 
years. The paternal grandfather also spent his last days in Izard County. 
Robert Livingston was a successful tiller of the soil, and he dnd his wife were 
worthy and active members of the Baptist Church, and took a deep interest in 
church work. He owned three good farms on \\'hite River, was a member of 
the A. F. & A. 1\1., and politically was a stanch Democrat. Of a family of 
nine children born to himself and wife, four are now living: Robert Franklin; 
Sarah Jane (Garton), who resides on the old home farm; "lillie E .. wife of 
Charles P. Tolbert, a farmer of Johnson County, Tex.; and Fannie, wife of 
\Voods Blivins.who resides in l\ILHome. The rest of the children died when quite 
young. The scholastic education of Robert Franklin Livingston was received 
in the academy conducted by Prof A.]. Truman, but owing to the death 
of his father, which occurred when he was se\'enteen years of age, he began 
tilling the old home farm, and after raising one crop he returned to schooL 
In 1872 his marriage with l\Irs. Harriet L. Stinnett, who was born in Henry 
County, Tenn., occurred, and to them four children were ginn: Ophelia; 
Lorena, wife of Laurel To!burt, a fanner of the county: Robert Clifford, and 
Daisy. After his marriage :'IIr. Livingston located on a farm about a mile and 
a half northeast of Mt. Home, and as it was heavily cm'ered with timber he at 
once energetically began the work of improvement, and now has a beautiful 
and valuable home. His farm is considered one of the best in the count\', and 
his residence is commodious, substantial, cOl1\'enient and pretty. He haS' been 
quite extensively engaged in the handling of cattle and mules, selling to the 
home market; is enterprising and industrious, and, as a result. his efforts have 
been attended with success, and he is now the owner of a fine farm of 107 acres 
(his home place), besides an interest in the old Li\'ingston homestead and a 
farm on the North Fork. Although he has ne\'er held any official position, he 
has taken quite an active interest in politics, and has always labored for the 
success of the Democrat party. He and his wife are members of the :'Ireth
odist Church, and move in the best social circles of their section. 

HaN. SA~IUEL LESLIE. Among the representative and \'cnerable citizens 
of Searcy County, Ark., and one who is a splendid type of the enterprise, 
industry and self-reliance of the early Arkansas pioneer, it is a pleasure to 
introdu-ce to the readers of this volume the subject of this sketch. Consider
ably more than half a century ago he braved the dangers. trials and ,Privations 
of pioneer life in order to establish a home ar:d competency for 1:15 growlIlg 
family, and where now are waving fields of gralll then stood the Ilughty mon-
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arch of the forest. He was born in Barren County, Ky., October 25, I~09, a 
son of John and Jane (McElwee) Lesli~, the latter havi.ng b.e(;n born in South 
Carolin;t. It i~ thourrht that :'Ill', Leslte was born whIle hIS parents were en 
route from Pennsvl\'~nia to the South, and he and his wife wcre married in 
York District, S. C., from \I'hieh place they remo\'ed in I~o7 to Kentucky, and 
when their son Samuel I\'as about tl\,O years of ;tge to Tennessee, llerc the 
mother died when he was about eight years of age, but.the father slll'vivcd 
until 1840, his death occurring in Carroll County. Mr. LeslIe was a farmcr and 
mechanic, having sen'cd three years at wagon making amI sCI'en years as a 
\\'ea\'<~r and throu0'h unflamrin rr efforts he became possessed of a competency. 
He wa~ of Irish ~'rigin, \Vill~lll :'IIcEI\\'ee, the maternal grandfather, was uf 
Scotch-Irish origin, was a tiller of thc soil by occupatlUn and dIed III South 
Carolina. The subject of this sketch \las one of five sons and fil'e daughters: 
Gcor"'e II'ho died in Carroll Count\·, Tenn,; \\'illiam, who died in Cote COUlltv, 
Mo.;Jo'hn, who died in HumphrC):~ County, Tenn.; Samuel. tbe subject of th'is 
sketch; Andrew J .. who died in San Antonio, Tex.; Mary iiI., who died in 
Carroll Countl', Tenn" the \I'ife of Andrell' Simpson; Elizabeth, 1I'Iw died in 
Searc\' Count;:.-, Ark., the wife of Samuel l'IIcKeag; 1\Iargaret, \\'ho died in Cole 
Coullty, 1\10.: the \"ife of Dal'id \"an Pool; Jane, \I'bo dicd in Humphreys 
COUll tv, Tenn., the wife of Zeddock Duncan, and Grace who died ill Carrull 
Count}·, Tenn., the Il'ife of Joseph :'IIurphy. The educational adl'antages which 
Samuel l\lurphy n:cei\'ed wcre of a limited description, and were confined to 
the public schools of his day which were neither \'ery good nor very numer
ous, but he became thoroughly familiar with all things connected with brming. 
In IS31 he was married to Ruth, the daughter of Edward and Dicey llarris, 
who remuved from Xorth Carolina to Tennessee, the father dying in Carroll 
County, and the mother in Johnsun County, Ark. 1\Irs. Leslie was born in 
Korth Carolina and died in 1859. hal'ing become the mother of ten children: 
Dicey Jane, the deceased wife of John Boyd; /\ndrcw J., of Searcy County; 
Dr. John \V., a prominent physician of Scare}, County, and a member of the 
State Legislature of the session of 18Sg; "\rchibalcl Y., who was a soldier of the 
Confederatc Army, and Il'as killed in Searcy COlInty; Samuel, Ilho died in 
Bcnton COllnty; }'lIar}" the deceased wife of Samuel Redwine; I\Jargaret, the 
deceased \I'ife of James \V. Stephenson; Ruth. lI'idol\' of Henry Butler, makes 
her homc with her father; Blanche, wife of John Mathis, and ;--.; ;tllCr who is 
unmarried. In IS3~ :'IIr. Leslie came with his family from Henderson County, 
Tenn" to A.rkansas, and located at the mouth of \Vile)"s Cove, where he was 
engaged in tilling the soil for four years, at the end of which time he located 
on his present farm, on which a ,"ery small amount of improvement had been 
made, and on a portion of which the town of Leslie now stands. lIen; he has 
made his home for over half a century, and is still the owner of a finc farm of 
160 acres. He is one of the oldest residents of Searcy County, for there were 
but eight or ten families in the CO\'(; when he arrived here, and none of these 
had been here longer than h\'o years. Searcy County was then a part of 1\lar
ion Count)', and Clinton lI'as the nearest postoffice, mill and trading point. 
They experienced all the hardships of pioneer life, and were frequently com
pelled to resort to the mortar and pestle to obtain corn meal for their horne 
consumption. The post office of \Viler's Cove was aftenl'ard changed to the 
name of Leslie, in honor of one of the sons of Mr. Leslie, and Mi. Leslic 
served as its postmaster until the opening' of the Civil \\'ar, and is at the pres
ent time again holding that position. "\t various times he bore the titles of 
lieutenant. captain, major and colonel of militia in Tennessee, and after he 
came to Arkansas he became captain of Com pan)' F, of Col. i'lIatlock's regi
ment of .-\rkansas I nfantr)", and \\'as a faithful soldier of the Confederate 
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cause for about two years, being stationed at Little Rock until the fall of that 
city, and then at Arkadelphia until he was taken sick and compelled to retire 
from the service. He has perhaps represented Searcy County in the State 
Legislature more times than any other one man, being elected to that body in 
1840, 1846, 1848, !l:'50 and 1854. but has held no electi"e civil office since that 
time. He made an intelligent and able legislator, was a credit to himself and 
an honor to his constituents, and no man in the count\' has more friends or 
fewer enemies than he. The citizens of the county have the utmost faith 
in his integrity, and their confidence has never been misplaced. For many 
years he figured quite prominently in local and State politics, but has left that 
work to younger and more active men. He cast his first presidential vote for 
Gen. Jackson in 1828, although not quite twenty-one years old; has voted 
at every presidential election since that time, save during the war and when 
he was disfranchised for a few years after that time. He has been an earnest 
member of the Methodist Church for many years. 

THOMAS BEl-ITO:-l MUSICK. This gentleman. who resides in James Creek 
Township, l't'larion County, Ark., has been remarkably successful as a husband
man, and a biographical compendium of the Ozark Region would be incom
plete were not mention made of him, for he is a man of much public spirit; 
he donates liberally -to all public enterprises and gi"es his influence to e"ery 
just measure for the promotion of the common good. He was born on \Vhite 
River, just beiow the mouth of James Creek, in 1856, his parents, Andrew 
Benton and Louisa (Locia) l\Iusick, having been born in Cole County, l\Io .. 
in 1823, and in what is now Marion County, Ark., in 1825. Both removed to 
Douglas County, 1\10., with their parents, were probably married there and 
located on \Vhite River, in l\Iarion County, on a place on which ,-ery little 
improvement had been made, but which he in time converted into a fine farm. 
and on which he spent the remainder of his days, dying in 187-1, and his wife 
in 1867. He was twice married, his second wife being Jane Stout, by whom he 
had four children. He served the last two years of the war in Gen. Joseph 
Shelby's command and was with Gen. Price on his raid. He lost heavily dur
ing the war, but these losses he retrieved in a great measure afterward, and 
fortunately was neither wounded nor taken prisoner during his service. He 
was a Mason of Yellville Lodge No. 117, was a stanch Democrat politically, 
and was an active worker for the party. His father, Lee Musick. was born in 
North Carolina, but removed with his parents to St. Louis County, :'10., and 
afterward to Kentucky where he married and spent some years. After the 
death of his wife he returned to !'.Iissouri, and after locating in Cole County 
he married and spent some years there. Later he resided in \\'ebster and 
Douglas Counties. but during the war was living in Marion County, Ark., 
where he was captured while at home by some guerrillas, and taken to Spring
field. He died soon after in the stockade, a prisoner of war and a homeless 
old man. He was a carpenter by trade and occupation and was a man of 
excellent habits and unblemished reputation. His wife died in l\Iarion 
County during the war. The Musick family trace their origin back to George 
Musick, who was picked up a child as the only survivor of a shipwreck on the 
coast of \Vales, several generations back. He was named l\lusick, because he 
possessed decided musical talents and grew to honorable manhood among the 
'vVelsh pe-ople. He married and had fi,'e sons: Alexis, George. David. Abra
ham and Ephraim. all of whom came to America in the early part of the eight
eenth century and located in Spottsylvania County, Va. Thomas R .• a son of 
Ephraim. was born there in 1757 and entered the Baptist ministry at the age 
of seventeen, but soon after went to North Carolina. where he joined the Colo
nial Army and served throughout the Revolution. He was twice captured 
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by the British, and had the distinguished honor of being at the surrender of Lord Cornwallis. l\fter the war he removed to Kentucky where he married Mary Martin about ISOI, and afterward came to Missouri. He preached the first Protestant sermon west of the Mississippi River. He died in 1843. His son, Dr. Lewis R. Musick, a cousin of Lee Musick, the grandfather of the subject of this sketch, was a Kentuckian, married Mary Fitzwater, and became a captain of militia, fighting the Indians in Missouri from 181 I to 1815. The mateflJal grandfather of Thomas Benton 1\1 usick, Sylvester Locia, was a Frenchman and was one of the first settlers of northern Arkansas. He died at Buffalo City before the opening of the Civil \Var. He was a merchant and farmer and Mrs. i\'Iusick was his only child, and well remembers the tune when Yell ville was a Shawnee Indian Village, called Shawneetown. She bore her husband six children: Lavina S., who died young; Sylvester L., deceased; Lee, who died in infancy; Louisa, wife of B. F. Fee, of Yellville; Thomas Benton, and janira, who became the wife of Benjamin Estes and is now deceased. Mr. lVlusick has half brothers and sisters as follo\\"s: Nancy A., wife of James H. Bond; Sarah j., who died young; Samantha, who died in childhood, and John G. Thomas B. was reared on a farm with common-school advantages and after the death of his father he took charge of the home farm and faith· fully performed the duties of a parent to the younger members of the family. In 1880 he maniecl Tennessee Parker, his second marriage being celebrated in September, 1891, )'Irs. Sarah C. Cochran, a daughter of StemueI and Louisa Jane Johnson becoming his wife. )'1r. and Mrs. Johnson are residents of Marion County, and he is a farmer, carpenter and blacksmith. Mrs. Musick was born in Boone County, Ark .. and is the mother of one child Mr. Musick has spent nearly all his life in the vicinity of where he was born and reared, and is the owner of an excellent farm of 120 acres and has an interest in the old home place of 300 acres, He followed school teaching for some years after he had attained his fifteenth year, and was also engaged in clerking for some time. He and his wife are members of the Baptist Church. He has held the office of justice of the peace for several years and politically has always affiliated with the Democrat party, his first vote being cast for Samuel ]. Tilden in 1876. 
M. L. AnEHH.II.T. This gentleman is one of the most extensive farmers and stockmen of Boone County, Ark., and although he resides in Harrison he operates a farm about two miles south of that place. He has made his home in this county since 1867, but was born in the Old North State April 17, 1843, being the third of seven children born to M. E. and Mary E. (Rudisill) Aderhalt, the forme" of whom is still engaged in farming in his native county of Gaston, :0:. C. His father, Jacob Aderhalt, came from' Germany and settled in l\"orth Carolina prior to the Revolution, became prominent in that section and tl}ere p,:ssed. from life many years ago. M. E. Aderhalt became captain of a North CaroIlll<l company during the :\1exican \Var, during which time he was wounded once, and ill 1,s61 he also enlisted in the service, first as a Union man, but was forced to join the Southern army for the sake of his family and effects. He sen'ed under Gen. Lee and took p;ut in the engagements at H.ichmond and Petersburg. I Ie is a highly honored citizen of the section in which he lives, !las held the office of county tr~asl~rer, ,:nd .in other ways has been prominent In the affaIrs o[ hiS county. HIS WIfe Lhed 1Il 1:-;61, a daughter of Jonas H.udisill, also a nat 1 \'(: of Germall\' and an early settler in North Carolina. The c1?ildren of i\T. E. and Mary E. Ackrhalt were named as follows: Mary L., who (lIed.111 [,s6[;:\1. E.. who is a fruit grower of Florida; Monroe L., the subject of tillS sket.ch; Syh':1nllS, who is it railroad man of North Carolina; Adolphus, who IS also III that business in Georgia; J. c., who is also engaged in that occu-
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pation in Georgia, and a baby that died in infancv. In the common schools 
of his native county :'II. L. :'l.derhalt laid the foundations of a good education, 
and in 1860 he began learning the carpenter's trade under an uncle in Tackson
ville,. Ala., and followed this occupation up to 1880 in Alabama, North Caro
lina, South Carolina, Texas, other portions of the West and to some extent in 
Boone County, Ark. He has been quite an extensive traveler throllUhout the 
\Veskrn States and Territories, and besides following his calling. he bestowed 
considerable attention to stocktrading and has prospered financially. His 
farm in this county comprises o\"(~r 300 acres, all of which is under cultivation. 
It is one of the fincst estates in a county noted for the excellence of its farms, 
is well improvcd \nth fine farm buildings, fences, etc., and on it are annually 
raised and pastured a large amoLlnt of stock. He has bought and handled 
stock from northern l\Iissouri to the Rocky l\Iountains anc! is well kno\\"n as a 
shrewd, intelligent, but always honorable dealer. He has operated in other 
lines and \\'as at one time the owner of a distil len' in Boone Coullt\', was a 
merchant in New l\Iexico, was one of the organiiers of the Boone County 
bank, and is now vice-president, one of the directors and a stockholder in the 
same. In the hard ,;chool of expnience he has gained a thorough and com
prehensive knowledge of the business affairs of life, and is one of the keenest 
and most successful financiers of the count\'. He has resided in the town of 
Harrison since 1893 and is a member of the 1. O. 0. F. lodge of this piace. 
He is a stanch Democrat politically, and he and his n'ife attend the Presbyte
rian Church, of \\'hich she is a member. Her maiden name was :'Ibn: E. 
McMillan, who was born near Little Rock, Ark., in 18-18, a daughter of \\"ill
iam McMillan, who came to this county in 186S and died in the vicinit\· of 
Harrison in 1878. She has two brothers: B. Frank, who is li\-ing on the'"ld 
home farm, and Charles. who also makes his home there. 

THO~IAS \V. STOREY. The responsible position of sheriff and collector of 
Stone County, Ark., is filled by Thomas W. Storey, who is one of the most 
energetic, enterprising and intelligent of men. He is a native of Jackson 
County, Ga., born September 22, 18-11, a son of William H. and Elizabeth 
(Garner) Storey, who were also born in Georgia, he in Frankiin County and 
she in Gwinnett County. In 1869 they went from Georgia to Arkansas and after 
one year's residence in Izard County the father died, in his fifty-seventh year, the 
mother's death occurring in 1885. Mr. Storey was a tanner by trade and carried 
on this business in several counties in Georgia, and also in Izard County, Ark., 
up to the time of his death. He was captain of a company during the Semi
nole \Var in Florida, and in 1863 was elected lieutenant of a cavalry company, 
and was in the service of the Confederacy until the close of the great conRict 
bet\\'een the North and South. He was a member of the :'Iiethodist Church 
and \\"as a local minister of the same for about twent\'-fi\"e Years, and did a 
great deal of good for the cause of Christianity. Politically he was a Demo
crat. Thomas \V. Storey was one of a family of fi\'e sons and four daughters, 
and \\"as the eldest of the famil\'. He secured a good education in the common 
schools of Georgia, and aftef\\~ard finished hi" education in the State Univer
sity, and the La Crosse Academy in Izard County. August ::!-I, 1861, he left 
home to CTive his aid to the Confederacy, and became a member of Company C, 
T\\'entr-f~urth Georgia Infantry,and fought at Yorktown, Wiiliamsburg. Seven 
Pines, Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville, Gettysburg, Chickamauga. Knox,'ilie 
and Fisher's Creek, October 13, 186-1. On the 19th of October. of the same 
year, he lost one of his legs at Cedar Creek by a cannon bail which c1ose9 his 
service. His education was finished after he left the army. He also aS~ilSted 
his father in his business, and three years after coming to Arkansas ,H~nt to 
Riggsville from Melbourne and there successfully conducted a tannery until 
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IS79, when he purchased a farm of 200 acres four miles II"CSt of :\It. View. where he has since mack his hOIlle:. 11e: I\"as ekcted JustICe: of the pe:ace In IS7S, held the oftice tll'O years: in I~S-l- II'as t:!ected sheriff. then II:as appointe:d deputy United States marshal. and in 1S92 was as-am apl!Olnted tu that position. lIe was then elected sheriff and collector o! ::,tonc County. and has discharged the duties of this position Il'ith markeel ab!llt~· up to the present time. In December, IS7:;. he II'as married to l\Ilss Dollre 1.. Barley, uf tIllS count\", but II'ho was boni in Tennessee. Sel'en suns and twu daughters have blessed their union. illr. Sturn' is a member of the: :\lethoclist Church South, and in his political views has el=er been a pronounced DenlUcra.t. He [loss~'sses sterling straits of character. is honored and respectcd as a Cltlzcn and offiCIal, and numbers his friends bl' the score. 
\VILLlA~l F. BUYD. This gcntleman is one of the substantial and prosperous farmers of Searcy Cm;nty, ;\rk., and is well kIlO\I'!l as 01:(; of its best citizens. All his property has been accuIllulated by honest torI and good management, and he is noll' the owner of one of the best farms 111 thiS scct!on, comprising 270 acres. :\Ir. Boyd first saw the lIght of day In tillS county l'cbruary II, 1854, a son of John S. and Sarah J. (Leslie:) Boyd, both of II'hom were born in Tennessee, the former being a son of Charles Boyd, one of the first settlers of this cOLlnt\', and the latter a daughter of Samuel Leslie. John S. Boyd was a child wheli brought to this county and here he reached mature years and was united in marriage with :\Tiss Leslie in that section or the county in which their son, \\,illiam F., now lives. After the, celebration of their nuptials they purchased a ,.;ood tract of land all Cave Creek 011 which the father made his home until he was killed at Pilot Knob, :\10., wll ilc with Price 011 his raid through that State, Upon the death of his Il'ife in 1862 their children were left fatherless and motherless. They were named as follows: l\Iartha. wife of Joseph Blair; Samuel, who is engaged in farming; IvIary E., wife of Frank Giles; A. G., who died some twelve years ago in Texas; J. ]'1'1., who resides in this county: and William F. John S. Boyd was a Democrat in politics. was a worthy member of the Masonic fraternity, and had for some years been a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church. On the old homestead on Cave Creek the subject of this sketch grew up, and when he had attained the age of nineteen years he started out to do for himself. He was soon after united in marriage to l\Iiss Sarah Thomas, a daughter of Benjamin and Mary (Brator) Thomas, who were among the pioneers of this State from Tennessee. Mrs. Boyd was born in Searcy County, and has borne her husband two children: Cornelius A. and Roy O. Mr. Boyd's present farm is admirably tilled. is very fertile, and the yearly income derived therefrom is in every way satisfactory. His homestead is situated about seven miles from Marshall, and is well improved with buildings of all kinds, fences, etc, He has always been a pronounced Democrat in his political views, and he and his estimable \I'ife are members of the Methodist Episcopal Church South. 

DA~lEL PHILLIPS. Among the honored and well-to-do tillers of the soil of Newton County, Ark., may be mentioned Daniel Phillips, whose many years of hard labor ha\'e been rewarded with abundant means. He is now in the enjoYn::e~t of. a comfortable ir.rcome, the result of intelligent management and undeVIatIng Industry, and enJoys the esteem and confidence of all with whom he has had business relations, He was born in Morgan County, Tenn. A~gust 27, 1846 .. being the sixth of nine children born to Jesse and Parmeli~ (, Everage) PhillIps, both of whom were born in the Old North State. The ~ormc.r died i~ Johnson County, Ark., in 1878, at the age of seventy-five years, ~n ~h:ch sectl0foI he ha~ settled in 1859, and where he was successfully engaged In tillIng the soIl. DUflng the lamentable Civil War he was a stanch Union 
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man and all his sons were soldiers in the Federal Army. He became a strong 
,;upporter of the Republican pa~ty after the war, but being of a quiet and 
retiring disposition l-:e never. ~sp!r~d to public preferment, choosing to leave 
the striie and turmoJl of pollt1cal llfe to others. He was a worthy mcmber of 
the :lIethodist Episcopal Church, as was his wife, who died in 1880 at the age 
of sC\'entv-eight years. His father, John Phillips, was a North Carolinian. 
The childi'en \\'hich he and his wife reared were as follows: Dinah, Miles H., 
Frances, Absalom, Margaret, Daniel, John, William, Tull, and one that is 
deceased. Daniel and Absalom are residents of Newton County, Ark., and 
the latter is a successful merchant of :\Iarble City. Frances who is the wife 
of 1\1. Braziler. is residing in this county as is also l.\largaret. \\:ho is the wife of 
John .-\llen. The parents of these childr~n died in Johnson County. Ark., 
where the}' made theIr home some years pnor to their death. Daniel Phillips 
was a bo\' of thirteen years when he came to this county. and owinG" to his 
youth he ~lid not enlist in the service cf his countrv until April 18, 1863. when 
he became a member of Company I, Second Arkansas Cavalry. under John 
E. Phelps, and was in some. of the principal battles in which that regiment 
participated. N otwithstandmg his youth, he made a good soldier and was 
ever found at the post of duty. He received his dIscharge at La Grange, 
Tenn .. in 1865, after which he returned to his home in Newton County, where 
he at once energetically entered upon the pursuits of cidllife. While sen'ing 
in the Civil \\'ar he was married to Miss Clarissa Brasel!, a daughter of James 
Brasel!, who died many years ago in Illinois. His widow, whose maiden 
name was Priscilla Suazey, came from her native State of Tennessee to Illi
nois, thence to Missouri, and in 1861 became a resident of :\ewton County, 
Ark., her home being located about twenty-five miles from Jasper, where she 
died soon after the war. 1\lrs. Phillips was born in Jackson County, Tenn., 
April 8, 1847, and after the war closed she located with her husband on a farm 
about twenty miles from Jasper. II'here they made their home until 186g. when 
they located on a farm near :\fount Parthenon, where at a later period :'11'. 
Phillips entered the mercantile business, continuing this occllpation in con
nection \\'ith farming until 1888, when he moved to Jasper and opened a 
general mercantile establishment at this place. However, at the present time, 
he is engaged in farming, his estate comprising ISO acres of fertile Jand on 
Little Buffalo Creek. He started out in life with no capital, and what he now 
has is the result of his own shrewd management and push. He has always 
been a Republican of pronounced type and has held the office of deputy 
county sheriff for the last three years. He has attained to the chapter in the 
1\Iasonic fraternity, is interested in all educational and religious movements, 
and he and his wife are active members of the 1\Iethodist Episcopal Church. 
Their children arc as folloll's: Parmelia, who died at the age of twelve years; 
Henry. who is county superintendent of schools; Sarah F., who died at the 
age of six years; Louis, engaged in teaching, John, Nancy, Russell. and 
Sherman. 

RUBERT A. THoR:«Tox. Robert A. Thornton, a prominent merchant. stock
man, farmer and cotton dealer of Shaver. Ark., came originally from Christian 
County. :'110., his birth occurring in 1859 to the union of K. M. and Jane Boat
wrightl Thornton. nati\'es of Tennessee, where they lived until ISS L 
there they removed to Springfield, Mo., and resided in Greene and Christian 
Counties for a good many years. :'11'. Thornton, who was born in the year 
ISll. died at Shaver in IS85. l\Irs. Thornton died when about seventy-se\'en 
years of age. Roth were members of the Free-Will Baptist Church for nearly 
fift\' \·cars. All his life the father tilled the soil. and met with fair success in 
thi; calling. During the war he was a Union man, but took no part in that 

3. 
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strucrrrle. His father, Nedham Thornton, was a farmer and slave owner of 
Ten~~ssee, where he passed the closing scenes of his lifc. He was probably a 
native of the Blue Grass State. Of his six sons and two daughters, the father 
of our subject was the only one who removed to Missouri. The maternal 
grandfather, Thomas Boatw.right, w~s a native Tennesseean. From then; he 
moved to Texas, where he dIed, leavIng a large landed estate. He was a Con
federate soldier. Our $ubject is the youngest of thirteen children, three sons 
and ten datrahters: Mattie, deceased, was the wife of Douglas Jarrett; Louisa, 
wife of Edl~ard Vaughan, of Greene County, Mo.; Sarah, wife of J'lmes Mor
gan, of Greene County, ~Io.; Margaret, wife .of Oscar I~e Graff, of Cherokee 
County, Kan.; Dotch, wIfe of Andrew J. NIChols, of Searcy County, Ark.; 
Ellen, wife of Isaac \~!orkman, of Texas; Nances, deceased, was the wife of 
Vv'. A. Fisk; Emma, wife of Frank Tucker, of Barry County, Mo.; Rebecca, 
wife of ::vlichael \Vidner, of Boone County; Ann, wife of William Bristow, of 
Greene County, !\lo.; O. D., a prominent and wealthy merchant and land 
owner of Berryville, Ark. (he was a soldier in the Federal Army, and was 
wounded); Kinnion Blackman, a prominent merchant of Guthrie, Okla., was in 
the Home Guards during the war. Owing to the war our subject received a 
limited education in his youth, there being no schools in his section for some 
time after cessation of hostilities, and is a strictly self-made man in all that the 
words imply. \Vhen about sixteen years of age he came to Arkansas, and when 
seventeen years of age began for himself by trading in cattle, etc., in Boone 
County. After that he spent a year and a half farming in I\' ewton County, and 
in ll'li6 cclebrated his nuptials with l\Iiss Jennie Shaver, a native of IVlis
souri, and the daughter of Archibald Shaver, who is noll' a resident of Jasper 
County, Mo. About ISi9 lVIr. Thornton located on Long Creek, on his pres
ent farm, and was engaged in tilling the soil and stockraising almost exclu
sively for a few years. After that he engaged in merchandising at Dcnver, in 
Carroll County, for a few years, and he also solei g'oods in Eureka Springs for 
a short time. About 1886 he embarked in general merchandising at Shaver Post
office, the same being named after his wife, who has since been postmistress. 
His annual sales amount to about $20,000, and he also gins about 1,000 bales 
of cotton per year. Aside from this he is one of the most extensive stock feed
ers and shippers in the county, shipping about twenty car loads each year. 
Mr. Thornton has one of the best farms in the county, owning 500 acres, with 
250 acres under cultivation. He has a fine and commodious dwelling, good 
orchard, and his place is otherwise improved. His success has been almost 
phenomena!, for he started with no capital, very little education, but with any 
amount of pluck, perseverance and industry. He is a member of Cotton Wood 
Lodge, A. F. & A .. M., No. 356, at Bear Creek, and in politics is a stanch Re
publican. 

ZI~!RI ,\. CARTER I deceased). This gentleman was a pioneer in the 
fullest sense of the term, for he came to Carter County with 11is father, Ben
jamin F. Carter, in the year 1813, and settled with him on the land where Chilton 
is nOI\' located, ninG miks south of Van Buren. The country was in a wild state 
at that time, Indians roamed the mead, and wild animals were numerous. The 
Carter family came from the Palmetto State and Benjamin Carter was about 
the first white man to settle ill the county. He became a farmer and stock
raiser and met with unusual success in these occupations. His death occurred 
many years ago. His children, six in number, were named as follows: 
\Vil1!am C:rter, resided in Reynolds County; Zinll'i A., subject; Henry died 
In Wayne County, Mo.; l\'lrs. John Chilton; Mrs. Mark Chilton and Benjamin 
F., Jr., who lived and died in Oregon County, Mo. Zill1ri A. Cal"ter was born 
in South Carolina March 30, 1794, and was a boy of thirteen years when the 
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family moved to this county. He delighted in hunting, and as the forests 
abounded ill game of nearly all kinds much of his time in youth was spent in 
seeking the haunts of the bear, panther, etc., and he was a well-known '\"im
rod. He selected his life companion in the person of l\lissClementine Chilton, 
daughter of Thomas Chilton, Sr., who died in Shannon County, where his 
grandchildren are still livi~g. l\Irs. Carter was born in Tennessee, April 4, 
J802, but came to Tvllssoun at an early day and located with her parents in 
Carter County. After marriage Zimri A. Carter located on Current River, 
about two miles south of where Van Buren now stands, and he became a 
prominent farmer and stockraiser, and an extensive land owner. H is death 
occurred February 3, 1872. In politics he was a strong Democrat and held 
many offices in Carter County as well as other positions in the State. The 
county of Carter was organized in J869 and named after Zimri A. Carter. He 
was a public-spirited man and took a deep interest in all enterprises that per
tained to the welfare of the county. His wife died in 1873. They were the 
parents of an old-fashioned family of fifteen children: John. Perry, )Jelson, 
Bailey, Serena, William, Belinda, Benjamin F., Thomas, Francis :\1. and 1\Iin
ering (twins), Henry, Charles T:, Alexander and Sarah]. The family held 
membership in the Methodist Episcopal Church. The sons, William and 
Francis M., live in St. Francois County, Mo., and are prominent attorneys; 
Charles T. is a farmer of Henry County, Mo.: Sarah .I., married Mr. :\Iabrey, 
an attorney of Ripley County; Mo.; and ~\lexandcr is living at Van Buren. 
They are the only ones now living. Benjamin F. wa,,; a soldier in the Civil 
\Var. Alexander Carter, the youngest son born to the marriage of Zimri A. 
Carter, first saw the light in this county JanualJ' 4. 1845, and he grew to man
hood all the old home place which he llOW owns. He attended the pioneer 
schools of the day, his father sending East for teachers, but the late war put a 
stop to his schooling. Like his father he delighted in hunting and he still 
enjoys that pastime almost as well as he does fishing. In 1870 he was eiected 
circuit and county clerk and held the office for six years, resigning the 
t\\'o last years of his second term on account of the poor health and death of 
his wife in 1876. Her maiden name was Mollie Ake, daughter of John Ake, 
of Iron COLlnty. In 188r Mr. Carter married Miss Lizzie Rose, daughter of 
Capt. A. D. Rose, of Carter County, and three children were born to this 
union: Bessie, Elsie and Luin A. Mr. Carter engaged in merchandising and 
milling for a number of years in Carter County and for some time has made 
his home in Van Buren. He owns the old home place near Van Buren and 
also the old home place of the Chilton family. He owns a large tract of farm
ing land and several thousand acres of timber land. Politically he is a Demo
crat, and socially a Mason, a member of Vall Buren Lodge. He and ~lrs. 
Carter are members of the Baptist Church, and prominent citizens of the 
county. He is connected with the lumber and grist mill business in the city 
and is well and favorably known throughout the community. 

ELIAS A. RICHARDSON. The self-made man is entitled to respect, and he 
gets it in America. He represents all that is \'igorous and substantial in our 
American institutions. and is deserving of all praise. Elias A. Richardson is 
a native of Henderson County, \Vest Tenn., where he was born in 18:; I, a 
son of \VilJiam and Jl.Iary E. (Seaton) Richardson, who became residents of 
Independence County, Ark., in 1853, but later came to Stone County, and here 
the father breathed his last October 10, 1892, in his sixty-eighth year. The 
mother is still living and resides on the oid home farm in Franklin Township. 
They were members of the Missionary Baptist Church for years, and he was a 
Democrat in politics, and by occupation was a farmer, in which calling he met 
with success. Of eleven children born to them. the 5ubject of this sketch was 
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the fourth, and nine are now living. The subject of this sketch came to Stone County with his parents in 1855, and here has since!esided,' His education was acquired in Independpnce County. 8nd 1".tp!, 111 .'"t"lW C':'l1nty, and upon reaching ~he age of eighteen y~ars he commence~ to,do fO~'11Imself as a tIller of the scIi. He rented some r1\'er bottom land 1ll h'ankl1l1 TownshIp, afterward followed the same occupation in Sharpe County. and then. for s~m;: time was a resident of Franklin Count\', Ark. He then returned to Ii rankl1l1 fownship, Stoae County, and after eight years settled on the farm o[ 360 acres which he now owns. This land is highly productive, and on the 125 acres that are under culti\'ation large crops are annually raised. 1.0 1869 }\Ir. Rlch~rdson was married to Kaney III c1\Iurry, of thIS county, who cbed 1ll FranklIn County after hav;no- become the mother of two children, a son and dallght~r. In j 875 he wed del Elizabeth Hall, and in 1891 was again left a widower, this wife having borne him ten children, three sons and five daughters. living: Dc:cember 24, 1:"93, he wedded his third and present wife, who was 1\1 ISS Jame Gordon. Mr. Richardson has been quite prominent in the public affairs of his t~wnship, and for t1\'O years held the office of bailiff, and was then deputy sheriff 01 the counh' under E. E. Rosson, and also under T. \V. Storey, the present sheriff. He is 'a stanch Democrat, and has aJl\ays labored for the success of his party, and has v'ielded considerable influence in this respe<;:t. He is a member of the 1\lissiona.-y Baptist Church, and is a junior deacon in Buckhorn Lodge No. 303, of tbe A. F. & A. 1\1. 
DD!"5EY S. H,\RRELL. The name of this gentleman is a familiar one throughout Searcy County, Ark., and is synonymous with the fanning interests of his section. There is no one who illustrates more fully in his career the unbounded energy and acti\'ity of the agriculturist·than docs he, and the magnificent farrr; of ,/00 acres, of which he is the owner, is one of the finest lying pieces of ground in this section of the country. He has resided on and been the owner of this land since ISS" and has 347 acres under cultivation. He first saw the light of jay in Hardin County, Tenn., February 16, 1830, a SOil of E. D. and Mary l \Vhaley) Harrell. \\'ho were natives of the Old NGrth State, the former being a son of David and Celia (Davis) Harrell, North Carolinians also. The Harrells are uf Irish extraction, and the famil\' tree first took root on American soil r:11en three brothers of the name came to this country and were among the very first settlers of Korth Carolina. Some of the early members of the family were soldiers in the Revolutionary \Var, notably the great-grandfather and the grandfather of the subject of this sketch, the service of the former extending throughout the entire struggle, during which time he was wounded four times. David Harrell was in the cavalrv service during the War of 1812, and in r865 died in Tennessee. He was a farmer and became a well-known man. He was married in 18 I 8 in North Carolina and at once mO\'ed to Tennessee where he located and lived until his death, his widow's death occurring there two years after his own. She was a daughter of John \Vhaley, a North Carolinian, and she and her husband became the parents of se\'en children: Eliza, Senncy, Nancy E .. Winnie, Elilia B., Dempsey S., Sarah J., the two last mentioned being the only ones n.ow living. The subject of this sketch was twenty-three years of age at the tIme he became a resident of Searcy County, Ark., and for olle year thereafter he r~sided on Bear Creek. He then spent four years in Clark County, Ark., and III 1858 went to Hardin County, Tenn., where he remained until 1863. He then removed with his family to Illinois, and after a residence of two years in Johnson County he again went to Hardin County, Tenn., and in 1872 took up his abode in Izard County, Ark. At the end of four years he located on the upper part of Bear Creek, and in 1882 settled at Rally Hill, Boone County, 
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• .\rk., and in 1 ~S;: bougllt the farm on II'hieh he i, nOlI' residing. COll:iiucrabk 
of hi, attention is gil'en to stockraising. and in 1890 he Iras in farm-
ing in :\Iarshall.. He is a Republican in jlolitic,.;, and socially a member of 
the A. F. & ;\. :'II. ane! the 1. O. U. F .. and has held officc" in Loth loll;..:e,;. In 
business he ha~ been rClnarkabh' succe:-;~fuJ. for all he O\Yl1:-; has been 
through his oll'n "fforts. He was married in Tcnne,;sec tt> :'Iliss Sarah 
a daughter of J. c. and Su"an I .\ lexander I :\lc Lin, b(Jth T t:llllessec.m" her birth 
abo occurring in that State July 21, 1::;30, Tn :\11'. and :'I[rs. Ibm.::; six 
children hm'e been gil'en: :\lary, who died after her marriage with B. 
McCaslin: Eliza j .. \\'ho is the widO\l' of \\"illi'lm Parks: lames :'>I.. 
farmer of Boone'Cunnt\', .-\rk.: \\'innie C .. ".-ho is the wife ;,i \\,i:liam 
of this COlIllty: Sarah X., lyid('>II' of John Hanel: Submintha E .. Ilife (J! 
C. Hatcher. :\11'. and :\Irs. Barrell' arc members of the Chri-tian Church ;wd 
ha\'e a comfortable and pleasant home about six miles from :\larshaiI OIl t)1e 
Marshall and Harrison road. 

l'!{OF J. T. GILI.EY. \\,hile the life of an educator is 
incidents for biography. it is still true that a life dt:\'(Jted this lllli:it 

have I113,ny points of interest to practical thinkcr~, ;:lnll he of bCl1t'nt to the great 
l\"Ork of educational progress, Prof. J. T. Gilley is one of the: lllid pupuiar 
educators of :"Iarion Count\·, :\rk., and was burn in Tennessee ~,Ia:·.:i! ~, i ~", 
a son of one of the old ~nd prominent farmers of this section. ,\. S, Gille:;', 
who came thither from Tennessee in 18j'0. II'itll hi" wift,. Elizabetll (Little I 
Gille\·, who '~'as also born in "fenncsscc, and ;-;c\"cra! chi!dn .. 'H. I;~ t:ITlt: th~ir 
fami!"y consisted of sel't:n children, of whom tll,: subject of this 
Gille\', was the eldest. He II"aS re~1red to the ',Iholesome. hcaltill' amI 
life of the farmer's bo\·. and recei\'Cd his educatiull . 
the College of Vetll-iile, alsu atte!lding Rail,' Hill 
for SOfl1e time, his career in these in~titlltiun~ bcirig 
rapid progress. Earl,· in life he entered the' cailil1i! 
presided over S0I11e of the IHost difficult aad ad'l:anced schuul:-: anJ 
i300nc Counties \\'ith Inarked abilih" and success, 2nd at the pn.'s('nt tilnt.~ is a 
half o\~:ner of Prairie Grove C()l(cgc. which has already ~ b('cornc a \\"dl
kno\\'o institution uf learning under his able lllanagcn'lcnt. The ~choul is \\"'..:''ll 

patronized and. although practica.lly in it:-; infancy. bid~ fair tu rank l.rith :lny 
sin1ilar institution in that section of the Cl)l~ntn·. Prcd. \\"il.~ lnarr:eQ to 
l\Iiss Sarah J. Dal'id, a daughter of P. R. David'. by whom he iOilr children: 
Cna E .. Virgie E., Oscar L. and .\lzerona F. Proi. Gilky and 
attendants of the Christian Church, arc hi;;hiy re'l,,:;cted i:: the 
which they reside, and their home is a comfortable. pretty and 
one. He is a public-spirited citizen. upright, honorable and 
gi\'cS c\"ery proInise of rising to enllnencc ie. hi:-; profc:::'~it)n., 

F, ;\1. GAR\·IX. The American bank i, the s,'nom'Ill (It , n:':pL'ct'l-
bility and safety: the medium of exchange oet-.n?en citic's '(dUll-

tries and the great :3ustaincr of the 1:arious busil1L'SS t:ntr..:rpri~cs of the CDL!l1try. 
The bank is the teacher of method and s\·,tern and i,; a check UP,):l !"eckie" 
and indiscriminate speculation, the spirit of \\hich is toe- pre;aknt in the 
conntrY. The Harrison Bank, of Harrison, :\,rk., of which F. :\1. Gan'ill is the 
efficic!lt antI trustworthy cashier. was established in :\l)\'t"rnbcr~ 
capital stock of $30,000. the stockllOldcrs of which \\"e:"(' lar;c~y. . of 
Arkansas. The fir,t president was F. :\1. Garvin, the \'icc'-prcsicicnt, G, J. 
Crump, an(~t~e ca~hier. \\,i.rli~'lm :\1. ~)cnnis')!l, ,\ cl1c;l1gc' :'ClS :J1}:dc 1':_ L"'X). 
\"hen the CItIzens Hank ot, Eureka ~pnng:-; \\ a~ buu;'l!! \.;u~ :u:d 1:". ~L tl~H\,jn 
\;;as Inade cashier anu has renli.1incd so UP ttl th~ tinlc. _\ ~t;'ncral 
banking business i~ done. and it i~ one 'of the ('~tabli:.:.h:nL'nt . ..; (If t:1(:' 
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kind in the northwestern part of the State and!s eSUlblis~le(~ all a sound,basis. 
The directors arc i\I. F. Gordon. G. J. Crump, fho!l13.s }~ .. (jarvlll (of Lvans
ville, Ind., and fatber of the cashier),J. A. Swape (of Washington City). W. H. 
Watkins, j. E. Audin and A. j. Vance. F. M. Gan'in \\'a~ born in E\'ansville, 
Ind .. January 5. 1860, his father being one of the oldest JlIOneers 01 that sec
tion of the country. He was born in Pennsylval1la 1lI lti:;b. and was married 
to Cornelia M. Morris. who was born in the State of :\ell' York in lti2ti, 1\1r. 
Garvin was educated in IUt. St. ;'Iran"s College, of Emmettsburg. :'lId .. and his 
wife at Pen Yan and other places in her nati\'e State. They both emig-rateu 
to Indiana when youni;, \\'ere married in E\·ansville. and there they have 
resided since IK.j-!. :\[r. Garvin has long been noted as a sllccessful real estate 
attorney and a distinguished I11ember of the Indiana bar. He has always 
been a pronounced Democrat. was elt!ctcd on that, ticket to the I IIllIana Leg
islature and while a member of that body dlstlllglllshed hlIllselt as an able leg
islator.' He is one of the most prominent lllen in southern Indiana. and is 
well kno\\'n in social. political, business and professional circles. and as Judge 
of the district court he discharged his duties \\'ith dignity. intelligence and 
impartialitv. Althoudl he has 'no\\' retired, to some extent, frol11 the active 
practice of his profc~'sion. he is still a member of the firm of C;an'in 0.: Cun
ninaham, of Evansville. The GalTin familv tree first took root in this coun
try "on Virginia soil, and some of the early n{embers of the family participated 
in the Re\/Olutionarv \Var and thL' \Var of Ii-:l2, and Thomas E. Can'in aided 
his countr\' in the CiZ'il War as a member of the Home Guards, ill health pre
venting hrm from entering the regular service as he much desired to do. The 
paternal grandfather came of Scotch·lrish ancestry ami was a bridge and rail
road contractor by occupation. One of the sisters of Thomas E. Garvin 
was the first wife of ex-Gov. Baker, of Indiana. To 1\lr. and l\Irs. Garvin 
three sons were gi\'en: Thomas E .. Jr., is a lawyer of Evansville, is ,1 member of 
the firm of Garvin & Cunningham, is a prominent attorney. and acti \e in Jlolitics; 
F. M. is the second son, and 1. C. is a resident of Boone County, ane! a success
ful and practical farmer. He \\'as educated in ;'lIt. St, :'IIary's College, Md .. 
came \Vest in 1885, and in J8R7 was married to l\Iiss Pearll\I. Nichols, it native 
of Lawrence County, Mo. F. 1\1. Garvin spent his early life in Evansville, 
Ind., and after fitting himself in the public schools of that city he entered 
Yale College from which he graduated in 1880. Three yeprs later he was 
admitted to the bar, but has lle\'er practiced tllat profession, as he came almost 
immediately to Harrison, Ark., and started a set of abstract books; but at the 
end of two years he assisted in the establishment of the Harrison Investment 
Banking Company, of whieh he was chosen president, and at a later period 
was made cashier of the Harrison Bank. Mr. Garvin is one of the leading 
men in Boone County, owns considerable mineral land in the county, also in 
Searcy, Marion and Newton Counties, and he is the owner of a paying mine at 
St. Joe. He has ever been a Democrat in politics, has held the office of 
maYCJr of Harrison four times. and having always been a patron and supporter 
of educational institutions he has been a member of the Harrison School 
Board two terms. He was married in Harrison in 1886 to Miss M, C. Crump, 
daughter of George J. Crump, the United States Marshal of the western dis
trict of Arkansas and the Indian Territory. Their union has resulted in the 
birth of three children: Thomas E .. Lulu and Catherine. Mrs. Garvin is one 
of the leading society ladies of Harrison, and her home is a pretty and hos
pitable one. 

DAVID A. EOFF. This gentleman is the capable and efficient sheriff and 
collector of Boone County, Ark., has resided in this section a[! his life and was 
born here December 29, 1852. His grandfather, Alexander Eoff, was a Ten-



OF THE OZARK REG!OX. {jfj!} 

nesseean, came to this section of Arkansas at a very early day, scttled on an 
unimpro\'ed tract of land on which he resided until advancing years compelled 
hlIn to desIst from work, when he gave his [arm to one of his SOI1S. with whom 
he afterward mo\'cd to Lead Hill where he died in 1890 at the advanced a"e 
of ninety years. He was a Democrat, was married to Susan Anderson. who 
died many years ago, and by her became the father of nine children, of whom 
John J. Eoff, the father of the immediate subject of this sketch, was one of 
the eldest. He was born in Tennessee on January 25,18)2, and CIt the time of 
the familv's remo\'al to Arkansas he was but a lad. He obtaincd a fair edu
cation in'the early schools of Boone County, was brought up to a ];nowledge 
of farm life, which healthful occupation admirably fitted him for the hardshir)s 
of army life, which calling he adopted in 1862, becoming- a 1l1el11uer of the 
Confederate Army, and selTing until the war closed. He participated in the 
engagements at Pea Ridge, Oak Hill, and was \\'ith Price in 2'>Iissouri, holding 
the rank of lieutenant. He has a valuable farm and a comfortable home on 
Crooked Crcc:k, Boone County, and although he is no\\' sixty-three years of 
age he is yet in the enjoyment of good health, and still looks after his estatc 
on which he has resided c\'er since his marriage. which occurred in \85l, and 
was to }\liss C)'nthia C. Nichols. He has l60 acres of land, gives consider
able attention to the raising of stock, and has c\'er been thrifty, industrious 
and enterprising, He has e\'cr been a stanch Democrat. is a man strong in 
his convictions, and socially he is a member of Bellefonte Lodge No. 65, of the 
A. F. & A.:\1. He and his wife. who was born in Tennessee August 30. l837, are 
members of the F'rimiti\'e Baptist Church, and their union has n:.sulted in the 
bIrth of six children: David A.; :-;ilmilntha j., \\'ife or John W. Turney, of 
Texas; James Boo a farmer of Boone County; Bailey R, who is living ncar the 
old home farm; Garrett, who lives on the old homestead, and Bell, who is tne 
wife of \\'eslev \\'. Hudson, of this couut\', ;'Ilr. and l\1rs. Eoff ha\'e twentv 
grand-children, :\lr5, Eoff's parents, David and Keziah (Brooks I Nichols, were 
Tennesseeans, who came to Boone Count\' when it was known as Carroll 
County and settled on a good farm on Crool~ed Creek, on which John J. Eoff is 
now living. Here the fatber died in ISi4 and the mother in ISS" worthy 
members of the Primitive Baptist Church, He was a soldier of the \\'ar of 
1812 under r acbon, and his father, John N iehol" was a soldier of the Revolu
tion and one of the early settlers of Tennessee. To Da\'id ]\'ichols and wife 
three children were given: Cynthia (Mrs, Eoff); Charity, widow of John Eoff, 
and James, who died" in Missouri, On the old home farm in this count}" Da':id 
A, Eoff was brought up, and the district schools in that \'icinity afforded him 
a fair education. \Vhen starting out in life for himself he continued the occu
pation to which he had been re~red, and the same year. 1872, was married to 
IVliss Lizzie Floyd, daughter of Elocn N, Floyd, a farmer of the county, ~Irs, 
Eoff was born in Alabama. and with her husband resided on their fine farm of 
175 acres up to five y~a~s ago, then came t.o l~arrison. 0l!e hundred ,il;nd 
twenty-five acres of tllls farm were under cuit!VatlOn, are well lmpro\'ed wltn a 
good ;'esidence, barns, fences, etc,. and ;'Ill'. Eoff de\'oted considerable atten
tion to the raising of stock. He has always been a Democrat and ,in 1880 was 
elected to the position of constable of Bellefonte Township. and m 1880 was 
elected county sheriff and was reelected in 1890 and again in 1892, discharging 
his duties with marked ability and to the satisfaction of all concerned. He is 
a member of Bellefonte LodO'c ;":0.6" of the :\. F. & A. ~L, and Harrison 
Lodge, of the L 0.0, F, He "'and wife have three children: Luther, Ethel 
and Charles, and thev arc worth\" members of the Primitive Baptist Church. 
As an official hc is fa'ithful in the- discharge of his dutie, and during his service 
of three terms he has had a number of noted criminals under his charge in the 
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Fourteenth Judicial District, and executed one criminal-Andy Iledypeth, who murdered George \tVadkins. 
J. W. COKER, county sheriff. Connected with the history of the elections of Marion County, Ark., no name is more prominent or has borne with it more eclat than that of Coker. This gentleman is admirably adapteLl to the position he fills, for he is courage0!1s, cnerg-ctic al.ld wide~awake, yet he has at the same time a pleasant and atIable manner,. IS full of buslnless, and attends to his duties very promptly. As he was born In the county Jil.l1uary 29, 1352, and has lived here all his life, the people have hall every opportunity to judge of his character and qualifications, and naug-ht has ever been saId derogatorv to his good name. He is the eldest chIld born to hIS parents I see sketch of -Dr.]. M. Coker), and his early education was acquired in the district schools, whcre he gained an excellent knowledge of the" world uf buoks" through that energy and push that has becn so c.1laractcristic uf h!I1l. . After reaching manhood he bcgan farming SOIllC ten mIlcs. southwest of \ elh'dlcun Hampton Creek, and there still owns a guod farm ot 6~o acres, SOIllC of whIch is exceptionally fertile, and as it is located in the great mineral bel t it is prubably rich in minerals also. In 1393 he was elected by the DenJOcrat party, of which he has always been a member, to the oifice of coullty sheriff and county collector and is discharging the duties of this office. I lie held the office of justice of the peace for some ten yean; in Hampton Township, and has been notary public some years. He has always been active in political matters, is one of the leaders of his party, and is well known for the interest. he takes in the welfare of his section. He is a member of Jefferson Ludg'C of the A. F. & A.IVI. of this county. Miss Josephine Methvin,a native of this county, and daughter of John and Cora Methvin, the former of whom died while serving in the Confederate Army, became his wife and by him the Illolhn of the following children: Na.ncy B., John \tV., Alonzo C., Eliza, Edward, J\rthur, Ansel, Garvin, and James R, who is the eldest, is married and is engaged in farming south of Yellville. Mr. Coker belongs to the Baptist Church, and his wife to the Christian Church. Since 1893 they have resided ill Yellville. JA~IES lVI. COKER, M. D. He whose name heads this sketch is a slicces.-;ful practicing physician who has no pet theories to demonstratc at the risk of his patients' lives, and who is prouder of the confidence reposed ill him by the numerous first-class families whum he counts among his patrons than he could possibly be of any fame that could come to him through tht: folloll"i ng- uf any fancy calculated to move him. He was born in Marion COllnty, Ark., April28, 1853, the second child of William L. and Elizabeth (Hudspeth) Coker, nati\'es of this State, and grandson of \tVilliam Coker, one of the lirst settlers of Arkansas from Alabama. He was a farmer as was his son \Nilliam L., and the latter accumulated a fair competency by tilling the wil as well as by following mercantile pursuits and stockraising. He died in Boone Countv, Ark., in 1371, and his widow in 1892, they having become the parents of fOl;r child:en: John W., the present sheriff of Marion County; ]. M.; Margaret, who dIed after her marriage with Thomas Raidsbeck, and Martha, who is the wife of James Gilley and lives in Texas. Mrs. Coker was a daughter of George Hudspeth, one of the early settlers of Arkansas, and she was an earnest member of the Methodist Episcopal Church South. Mr. Coker was a soldier of the Confederacy, was with Price on his raid through Missouri and was a participant in numerous fights. He was afterward a strong Democrat and became well known throughout northwestern Arkansas as a man of shrewd and practical business views and in the immediate section in which he lived for his jovial disposition and his ability as a raconteur. He was a great lover of music, was expert as a violin player and was the life and soul of every pub-
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lie gathering, The Doctor passed his youth on the hume farm ncar Yell
ville and when t\I'enty-two years uld began the ,;tuch- flf medicine l\it11 Drs, 
Jade and Newton and about 1880 began practicing th~" heal ill:'; art" ncar Yell
ville, continuing until IiiS7. when he upened an oftice in the tUII!! and has 
since de\'oted his attention to all branches of his professi;m witil lliarked suc
cess, He is a member of the State and COl1!1t\, :I!t.:dical .\ssuciation' and 
socially is a :nember of Yelll'ille Lodge of the X, F, &. ;\, :'II.. in which he has 
been an offiClai. Hc is the owner of a farm of eighty acres four lllik,;sulith 
of Yellville. which he has rented. and was at OllC time cll"':t"ed in the dru'" 
business, Martha, the daughter of \\',1', Cantrl,ll, becalllc~ :;is I'. ik aml th~ 
mother of his eight children: Edna ;\,. EII"altus . \'. \'ir:.;inia I':,. C'll;ll'!cS \\'" 
John 1\1. and James I-I. \\'illiam died at the age III' ii\'e :,ea1"S <lnd Hcrth;t at 
the age of three years, :\Irs. Coker is a member "i the :lIctil"rri,t Episcopal 
Church South, and politically the Doctor is a UCfllOcrat. and ha'i hc:!d tilC 
office of mayor of Yellvillc sCI'eral term.', II e is I.Ille of the actin: lllen of the: 
county and [s liberally patronized prufessionally, 

jAl\IES T. PE:\X. .i\nl0ng- the prornincllt Illl:i1 uf I Iarri . ..;on. ~\rk .. and arnong 
its most I\'orth\, and esteemed citizens, ma\" be lll<:ntiuned lam<:,; T, Penll, lIe 
is a man interested in the public welfare ,ind, while he pa;',; strict attention tl) 
his private affairs. he shirks no dutie,; as a IOY:ll citizen, He wa,; b'-'rIl in :\cwton 
County, Ark.. August 27, ISj4, a ,;on of Juhn Penn, Idw Il'a,s une of the pioncer,; 
of this State from Tenncssc<:. fir,;t re,;iJing in Joi1nslJl1 C(lunty, thell :\c\ltun 
County, and is no\\" a resident uf Boone County, ] Ie \I'a" born in \'irginia 
September 22, 1822. and his wife was also born there :ll:1rch 13, IS~~, (Jf tlu: 
tell children given to them. sel'en are li\'in,,: Elizabeth, Il'ifc of Juhn :llurphy; 
Martha. wido\\" of John T, \\"ibon. of Texas; John I I., who is a resident l;f 

Dale, Okla, Tel'.; :\la[\', Ilife of ]"Im :'liller. (If Uklahoma Tl~rritor\"; ,\b,;a-
10m. who died in infa;lcy; George \\"" 11"110 i,; in the pustotticc at flarris()n; 
James T,; Louisa .\" deceased, Jasper :\'. deceased, and .\It:xander L., a 
resident of Oklahoma, John l'enn ha,; always fullu\';ed the occupation of agri
cultlIre, and prior to the ,,'ar succeeded in acculllulating- a cOIl,;iderable an1uunt 
of worldly goods, but the most of it was s',\"~'pt all'a)' durin" the great struggle 
between the North and -"outh, Lung- ago hc ,ras a Whig in politics. 1\ as a 
stanch Union man during- the lI"ar, and since that timc' has "uppurtnl tile men 
and measures of the Republican party, but ha;.; llel'er be<:ll an oflicc ,;eeke:'. 
He is now livinl; retir<:d from the active dutie,; of life:. is a lucal preacher of 
the :'IIethodist Episcopal Church. and is a man \1 ho has gil'cn a large part of 
his life to religious \\'ork, and has manr warm friends in this Sc:ctiUll Ilf the 
country. James T, I'enn grC\I' up on hi,; fathn's farm in this sectiuD. and 
owing- to the fa:t that the \I'ar came up at abuut thc timc Il'hen he ,dwUJd 11a';e 
been in school the earl v education 1\'11ich he n:cei\'ed 1m,; not ot the best, 
lie :-;tartcd out to Inakc his o\yn \ya\" in the \\'(Jrld in IS;3, and ('n~~g'ed in 
contracting and building, but in IS75, \Iith his brothe:r Gcor:;e. started 1l!1 fc".,t 
for the then Territory of \\'ashington. but after rc:ach;ng his lkstination he 
remained but a fel\' months. In ISi6 he C;l111e to llarrison .. \rk.. and entered 
the land. office as clerk, but in lR~o cIllbarkcd in the tl1crcanti!c bU:';lnc~s, and 
continued to folloll' this line of human endeal'or until IS~;, He has aIs" 
given considerable attention to mining. and h:l.s nOli" a lar"e tract of ',nining 
land in Boone and :lIarion Counties which is 1"'1"\' \'aluable, In ISC;1 11<': wa;; 
made postmaster of Harrison by President Harris~n, but resigned ill ISO.), nnd 
has since given his attention to other occupations, He ha,,,; heen thl', 1'1':'
prietor of the ;\rcade Hotel since ISgI. and is also the Dlnler of other tieSlrable 
property in rlarrison. He is all active nH:lllDCr of the honorable .urJcr (Jf 

Masons, is a member of the chapter and lI"a" command,!r of tlle COlll-
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mandery in 1893. He was united in marriage. wit!1 Mi?s ~-a~nie ~1., ~aughter of A. S. and Lucinda Reeder, both of whom died In 11110015, 111 which State she was born. She and her husband have four living children, and tlJrciC that are deccased: Lulu, Blanche O. (deceased), Lida F. (deceased), James R. (deceased), Nellie R., Sallic L. and N. N. Mrs. Penn is an active me,!lber of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and IS also very mucb: 111terested III temperance work, being president of the \;V. C. T. U. at Harrison. Mr. and Mrs. Penn stand high in society, and their friends are many and devoted. Mr. Penn has alwavs been an earnest Republican, and in 18So was elccted as a delegate to the -National Republican Convention, and has serve~ on the State Central Committee for the past ten years. In 1886 he was nOll11nated on the Republican State ticket for the position of chancery clerk, and. in 188S was elected as one of the delegates on the State NatIOnal Committee. As a business man he is esteemed for his unimpeachable honor, and as a citizen for the interest he takes in the welfare of the section in which he makes his home. 
WILLIAM C. HALE. Among the native Tennesseeans who have done good, stalwart work in the cultivation and developn,ent of Newton County, Ark., we may well mention ~he name just given, for he has resided here ever since the war and has labored early and late to provide a home for himself and family. He is well known to the citizens of his section and his correct mode of living has gained him a popularity which is merited in every respect. By his energetic and well-directed efforts be is now possessed of a competence which is all that can be desired. Mr. Hale owes his nativity to Shelby County, Tenn., his birth occurring in 1829, and he is a son of Edward M. and Priscilla (Hale) Hale, the parents probably natives of Virginia and distant relatives. After marriage Mr. and Mrs. Hale resided in Giles County, Tenn., but subsequently moved from there to Shelby County, where lVII's. Hale died in 1839. Soon after Mr. Hale came to Arkansas, located in Searcy County, on Richland Creek, and here he was married to Miss Susan Robinson, who bore him three sons and three daughters: Le Roy, deceased; Monroe, deceased; Lawrence; Rebecca, deceased, was the wife of Peter Snyder; Jane, wift: of Zcb Headrick, and Melissa, wife of Thomas Sanders. For some time Mr. Hale resided in Pope County, where he followed farming and stock raising and was a prominent and influential citizen. He was a stanch Union man and died in Little Rock, Ark., in 1864, while there for protection. He was a Methodist in his rdigious belief. His father, \Villiam Hale, was probably a Virginian, but an early settler of Tennessee. He preceded his son to Searcy County, Ark., and was one of the first white settlers of Richland Creek, where he died many years ago. A this request his remains were left on top of tbe ground, protected by a stone vault. He was a soldier in the \lVar of 1812 and his father, who was of English parentage, was a Revolutionary soldier. William Hale, the mater,nal grandfather, was probably born in Virginia, but at an early date came to Sumner Count\', Tenn., where he tilled the soil until his death. He was an extensive tobacco raiser. Our subject's brother and sister were named as follows: James died when about sixteen years of age, and Sarah, deceased, was the wife of Joseph Harris. From the age of ten years \tViliiam C. Hale was reared in the wilds of Searcy County, Ark., and as there were no schools of any consequence, he obtained but a limited education, not attending mo:-e than two years altogether. Much of his time in youth was spent in protectmg the hogs from bears, wol ves and other wild animals, and in assisting to clear the home place. In those days there were no mills and the nearest trading point of any importance was on the Arkansas River. Much of the men's clothing was made of deer skins, etc. In the year 1850 our subject was 
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married to Miss Neat)" Burns, a native of Tennessee and the daughter of 
Andrew and Elizabeth Burns. She died August 14. IS86. She bore !\lr. Hale 
three children. as follows: Narcissa A ..• deceased. was the wife of John :;al
man; Melissa. wife of .\Villia.m Garner., and Sarah E. On the 31st of January. 
IS7S, :\11'. Hale mamed MISS Jane \\ells, a natil'e of ;>';orth Carolina and the 
daughter of Hen!")' \yells. who was born in, Tennessee. but subsequently 
mOI'ed to ;>';orth Carol1l1a, and from there to l'\ewton Count\', where he died. 
He followed farming all his life and was a soldier in the Rebellion ~ Confeder
ate Army). To Mr. and :\11'5. Hale were born three children: \\'alsie, James 
a.nd Edward, In the month T o~ l\lar. 1S63. :-'11', Hale enlisted in Company D, 
Second Arkansas Cal·alry. Ul11ted States '\1"111)" and was principally on scuut
ing expeditions on the \Yhite Ril'cr, etc. After the Price raid he was sent to 
Tennessee and was mustered out at La Grange, that State, and dischan:::ed at 
Memphis August 20. 1865. His family was then lil'ing in Missouri, but he 
brought his wife and children to this county and located on his present farm. 
which had but few imprO\·ements. at the mouth of Cave Creek He has one of 
the best farms in the county. li5 acres under cultil'ation. He also has a sixty
acre farm in Boone County. all the result of industry and perseverance on his 
part. His farm is well stocked and he is prosperous and successful. Cntii 
the breaking out of the Civil War lUr. Hale II·as a Democrat. his first presi
dential vote being cast for James Buchanan. but since then he has been a 
RepUblican. although conservative in his \'iews. Socially he is a 1\1ason. a 
member of Dodson Lodge No. 13~. and of Vanderpool Post, G, A. R .• at \\'est
ern Grove. He and wife are members of the Christian Church. 

DR. BERRY R. Tl.iBllS. In a comparati\'eiy short period Dr. Tubbs has 
met with unusual success in the practice of that most noble of calIings-med
icine--and has gained a substantial reputation as a general practitioner with 
the profession and the public, He was born near Jacksonport, Jackson 
County. Ark., October I, 1849. his parents being Frederick and Harriet (Flan
nery) Tubbs, who came from \Vayne County .. Tenn .. in their youth and met 
and married in Arkansas. Frederick Tubbs was a farmer and died when the 
subject of this sketch was a child, with whom his I\·ido\\, now makes her home. 
Berry R, Tubbs grew t,) manhood near l\Iountain View, where he was initiated 
into the mysteries of the common branches and acquired a good education. 
\Vhen sixteen or seventeen years of age he commenced farming on the White 
River and after residing on different places up to 1872 he then decided to 
turn his talents in the direction of medicine, and with this purpose in \'iew he 
began fitting himself for this calling under the directions of Drs. Foster and 
Hughes. At the end of two years he commenced practicing tCIl miles below 
Mountain View on the ri\'er, but about twelve years ago he removed to Long 
Creek and shortly after to Timbo. Five rears since he commenced selling 
goods, with James Rise as partner, but in recent years he has conducted this 
business on his o\\'n responsibility and at the same time has kept up his med
ical practice, at which he has done remarkably well and has built up an 
extended practice. His mercantile establishment is \\'ell stocked with a gen
eral line of goods and besides doing an extended business in this line and as 
a medical practitioner. he is the owner of a fertile and well-conducted farm, 
July 5. 1868, he led to the altar Miss Nancy Boyd. of this county. by whom he 
has five sons and two daughters. The Doctor and his wife are members of the 
Baptist Church, and socially he belongs to the .. \. F. & A:'If. and the 1. 0, O. F. 
He has for some time served in the capacity of postmaster of Timbo and has 
at all times shown himself to be a public-spirited and useful citizen. 

CAPT. LEWIS A, MCPHERSON. He whose name heads this sketch is a 
prominent and well-known citizen of Mountain Home Township, and resides 
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in comfort near the town of Mountain Home. He was horn in De Kalb County, Ala., October 2, 1840, his parents being William \Vilson and Hannah (Palmer) l\IcPherson, who were born in Tennessee and.Kent\lcky, respectively, and in 1844 came to Arkansas from the State of MIS~lSSlPPl, havlI1g for some time been a resident of Marion County. At the tIme of theIr locatIOn in Arkansas, there was but one cabin on the spot where the flourishing town of. Yellville now stands, and they located about two and a half miles south of this point. After residing in this ~State until 1849 the family retuyned to Mississippi, and located in Pontotoc County, where the father made hIS home the balance of his life, althouah his death occurred in Arkansas in 1888, at the age of eighty years, \rhile o~ a short \·isit to his son. His entire life was devoted to tillin o· the soil, and although he acquIred a goodly property Illuch of it was swept ~\\"ay during the Civil \\'al". He was for some tiIlle a suldier in the Confederate service, and was lieutenant of his company in the Fortyfirst Mississippi Infantry, and the year that he was in the sen:ice he .was on duty along the Mississippi River. He was always a Democrat In polItICS, and with his wife, who died in Mississippi, he was a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church South. To thcir union four sons and three daug·hters were gi\·en, of whom the subject of this sketch \\"as the second in order of birth. He was reared and educated in Pontotoc County, Miss., and May I, 1l-:61, helped organize Company II, of the Second I\lississippi Infantry, with which he at once went to Virginia, and there served the cause of the South for one year. He then joined Company K, Thirty-first 1\1 ississippi Infantry, with which he served until the war closed, taking part in the engagcments at Ft. Manassas, Yorktown, the many engagements around Richmond, the vVildel"lless, the Georgia Campaign, Columbia, Franklin and Nashville. I-Ie was wounded at Decatur, Ala., by a gunshot, and the last engagement in which he participated was at Pulaski, Tenn., December 25, 1864. After the war he commenced farming, and in r866 was married to Miss Sarah Blanchard, by whom he became the father of two sons and threc daughters, all of whom are living but one. After his marriage he came to Arkansas, and located on \Vhite River, in Izard County, where he I ived two years, then mover! to what was then Marion County, eight miles south of l\It. Home, in what was known as the Mississippi Bend, and there his home continued to be eleven years. He then moved to ncar Gassdlle, and bought and sold land for some time, and after making various changes of residence about five years ago located on the place on which he now resides. He was one of the first farmers of the cOllnty, and has always given much of his attention to the raising of stock, and has also dealt in stoek to a considerable extent. He has ever been interested in the political affairs of his section, and has always given his aid and influence to the Democrat party. He is a member of the Missionary Baptist Church, having united with the same at the age of fourtecn years, and he has held various offices in the church. He is a member of the A. F. & A. M., and is master of Gassville Lodge, E. M. Tate Lodge and Mt. Home Lodg·e. Hc has conferred more degrees than any other Mason in the State, and is very prominent in the order. He is a man of unblemished reputation, a good and law-abiding citizen, public spirited to a degree, and his friends are numbered by the score. 
JAMES \V. STE.PHENSO:-;. The estate of which this gentleman is the fortunate owner compnses 204 acres on Cave Creek, all of which is remarkably fertile land, well adapted to ~he. purpose of general farming, and well improved with all ~~cessary farm bUlldmgs, fences, orchard, etc. Mr. Stephenson owes his natInty t~ Monroe County, Tenn., where he first SHV the light in I K33, his parents bemg Andrew R. and Anna (vVatson) Stephenson, for further history of whom see the sketch of Dr. J. S. Stephenson. James W. Stephenson 
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was the third of the six childn:n born w his parcnb. was reared (In his 
father's farm. and \\'as for some time an attendant 01 tho.; ulmmonscilCiOl., m 
the vicinity of his rural hOl11e. but as they \\('rc of it n:ry infcriur 
and werc only conducted a short time: c<tell n:a1'. he: Jid !lot make s;lCh 
ress in his studics as could hal'<; be:ell dcsircJ In the \'liar he: led 
alta" l\liss Margaret. daugh~cr of :;;LlllllCl Lcslie (a sketch of il!'!,ears in 
thiS \\'ork J. ::-'he was born III Telllle,,,cc and diccl in ISS.;, ha\'ill.~ b'X,,':111,: t:w 
mother of fi\'e children: GL'orge, of Uklahoma: CharI,,\', wll" i; it st::dcnt "f 
law in :\ustin, Tex.; Andrew K, \\'ho residcs in th" I;ldian Terri[l)lY; l'J.bd 
the wife of Peter Neadwell, of the Indian Territun'; and Una, W!l~' ui Dr. 
\\'atterson, of Oklahoma. In ISS4 :\Ir. :;tephen:,ull 'touk for hi, ,;,,'c')1'1,1 WIfe.: 

:'IIrs, .Jemimah \Visdolll, IICC l\Ioore. who is a :\lissi,sippian by birth, and b\' 
whom he has two children: Samllc! and Frank. In 1";..\ ~lr, ' 
crossed the plains to California. the journey tu that westenl Eldorado .:umpri:,-
ing about five nlonths, and thel"t..:: he \\'as cngag~d in n1inln~· fur three . 3~ 
the end of which time he returned home via :\cw Urlcans. On retur:l 
voyage, while on the gulf of Tehuantepcc. about j o'clock in the "\'L:ning. a 
violent gale o\'ertook the vessel. and in an instant all was excitement anJ C"ll,
fusion. People on all sides were OIl th"ir knees praying' fur thl'ir saka:iun, 
and it scemed that c\'ery moment the \'cssel would go down. The sLmll cor:
tinucd all night but their stanch ship \\ eathcred the gale and at \a-t carric'(~ 
them safely into port. With the exception of this time spent in tb~ \\'est. :111'. 
Stephenson has always lived in :;earcy County. a period oi ncar I!' forty :''-'"1'';, 
and has re,;ided on the farm \\'here he nO\,' Ii\'es for the pa,t e;cv(:!l 
During the latter part of the \\'ar he served for about eighteen months 
Federal Army as a member of Company :'1. Third Arkansa,; . 
in ... -\rkansas, anu. was in several :-;cvcn: engagcIl1cnts and nU i llcruus ~klrmi:..;ht:~. 
He was mustered out of the service at Louisburg-, Ark.. at the elm" ui the: \\;u 

and returned home. Politicalh' he has bec:n a Dcmocr3.t ail his 
his first presidential vote for B'uclmnan in 1836, while he was in 

CAPT. GEO]{GE \V. TAYLOR. It is the men of broad and 
vic\\s who give life to C0I11n1unitics and build citie~, rncn who in the darknC'ss 
of ad\'erse circumstances, as well as in more favorable periOlb, louk beyond 
the clouds, and have the pluck, energy and foresight to push [orwClrd 
their enterprises, extend speculation amI fairly wrest success from 
Just such a man is Capt. George W. Taylor. He was burn in Gn:<.:ne 
Mo., January 4, 1840, and his father, :'Iartin Taylor. one of the early ot 
Greene COllnty, settled three miles south of Springfield in Ig3';, and came from 
Robertson County, Tenn. The 13.tter's father, Da\'id Taylor. was a ot 
Tennessee, came from North Carolina at an early date, settled in 
County, and there passed the rest of his days. The familY was 
known in Tennessee, and are well known \'et. The earl\' members 
ing business and professional men, and took an acti\:e part in [r:at-
ters. They were of Irish origin. The father of our subject was .. l?o9, 
and was killed by accident in Greene County in 18~1. He was an I.llG-une 
Vv'hig in politics aml a prominent man in public affair,;. He married :'Iii",; 
Catherine Jones, a native of Georgia. and the daughter of \\'illlam She 
was born in lSI!, and died January 13, 1893. Five children were to th.is 
union: David A., married, and resides in this county where he is engagec: In 

farming. He was a soldier in the war, enlisting in the Seventy-second Reg:i
ment, l\Iissouri Infantr;-; Mar\' ::\I., \Vife of ]. R. Humble, who resides 111 

Greene County; JOSiah' A., resides in Texas. He was also a soldier in the 
Civil \h,'ar, enl(sting in Company :'1, Sixteenth Missouri Volunteer Cavairy; 
George A.; subject, and Martin C., married, died in 1891. leaving a The 
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mother ofthese children was a lifelong member of the Christian Church, a 
most excellent woman, and well liked by all. She and her husband went 
throucrh all the trials and privations so familiar to early settlers. After the 
death"of her husband Mrs. Taylor married Wesley Guynn, by whom she had 
two children: Nancy J., who is the wife of J. W. Hooper, of Greene County, 
and Mary Z., who is the wife of Walter A. Webb, also of Greene County. Mr. 
Guynn is now deceased. The incidents in the early life of C,:-P!· George \V. 
Tavlor were not materially different from those of other boys llvlng on farms 
in ~ new country. He was taught to work and make himself useful around the 
pioneer home, and received his education in the district schoo!. When nine
teen years of age he started for California overland, and while there worked 
on a farm. In 1861 he returned to Missouri by way of the Isthmus and New 
York City, and went to Springfield, where he immediately enlisted in Com
pany G, Sixth Missouri Volunteer Cavalry, and three months later the com
pany was disbanded at Belleville, Ark. Returning home he remained there a 
short time and again determined to take up arms, being for some time in the 
Seventy-second Missouri State Militia. In 1863 he organized a company in the 
United States service, Company M, Sixteenth Missouri Volunteer Cavalry, 
and was elected its captain, serving in that capacity up to July, 1865. He 
commanded his company in the battle of Booneville, Indepenpence and numer
ous other engagements. His fighting was mostly in Missouri and Arkansas, 
under Col. John McMahan. The Captain was never wounded while in service 
and from November, 1863, he was all the time on duty. He was a bravc and 
skillful officer and his company made a record for hard fighting. After the 
war Capt. Taylor came to Christian County, and bought a farm four miles north 
of Ozark, where he now has 800 acres of good land located on the Finley and 
James Rivers. He is one of the most prominent men in his county and one of 
the most extensive farmers of his section. At present he is chiefly engaged in 
stock buying and shipping, but he does not lose sight of his farming interests. 
His home is one of the most desirable in the county and is presided over by 
his estimable wife, who was formerly Miss Sarah J. Conrad, daughter of H. 
Conrad, of east Tennessee, where he died at an early day. The Captain and 
wife celebrated their nuptials in 1864, and five children have blessed this union: 
John S., a single man, is assistant cashier of the Christian County Bank at Ozark. 
In politics he is a Republican; Mary J., at home; Lillian A.; William M., 
who is attending school in St. Louis, and Effie J. The Captain held the office 
of county treasurer from 1888 to 1890, and discharged the duties incumbent 
upon that position to the entire satisfaction of his constituents. In politics 
he has always been associated with the Republican party and has ever been 
interested in its welfare. He has held the office of school trustee in his part 
of the county and has helped to advance educational work in that section. A 
member of the Masonic fraternity, Finley Lodge, No. 352, at Ozark, he is a 
master ~1ason. He is also a member of the G. A. R. at Springfield, Mo. rIc 
and famIly attend the Missionary Baptist Church, of which Mrs. TaylO1- is a 
worthy member. The Captain often has from IOO to 200 head of fine cattle, 
and handles many thousand dollars' worth of stock per year. He is a stock
holder in the Christian County Bank, the Taney County Bank, and onc other 
bank. He owns considerable real estate and is a substantial and representative 
man of that part of the State. The Captain's son, John S. Taylor, who is now 
assis~ant cashier of the Christian County Bank, was born November IS, 1865, 
on hIS father's farm, in this county. His youthful days were spent in active 
farm work, and up to the age of sixteen years he attended the district school. 
At that a~e he enter~d college, where he remained two years, and then took a 
commerCial course 111 Bryant & Stratton's Business College St. Louis, from 
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which he graduated in [884. He then returned to the farm, on which he worked until [888, and then accepted the position as assistant cashier of the bank. He is now a stockholder in the same. Since [888 he has held his present position, and is a young man of more than ordinary business ability. The other stockholders in this bank are: John C. , George \Y. Taylor, A. T. Voachum, ]. H. Fillbright, Stanford Chapman, James S. Adams, W. A.Johnson, and C. B. Swift. John S. Taylor is a stanch Republican in his political views. As assistant cashier young Taylor is a tried and trusted officer and richlv deserves the success to which he has attained. ' JOHN R. PATTERSON. The office of sheriff is one that has been filled b\" the illustrio~s head of this Government, and is a position that demands gre;t circumspect!O?, great personal courage and a general and apt intelligence. The county ot Cleburne, Ark., is fortunate in its choice of its present incumbent, John R. Patterson, who is also county collector and adds to strict intea-rity the other qualities essential to the thorough discharge of the re5ponsibiliti~s connected with the station. :VIr. Patterson was born in Dover, Ark., Jalman' [6, 1848, his parents being James H. and Ci\'ility R (Bettisl Patterson, th'e former of whom was born on the eastern coast of l\1arvland. and the latter in \Vayne County, :'110. \Yhen a lad of twelve or fourteen years of age James H. Patterson was sent to Natchez, l'Iliss., where he made his home with an uncle, studied law, and graduated at Oxford, :VIiss. His tastes, howe\'er, were rather in the direction of mercantile pursuits than to the practice of law, and in is.:!3, with Ransol S. Bettis, he opened a store at Dover. In 1852 they went to Patterson's Bluff (named in honor of :'III'. Patterson) and opened a general mercantile establishment there, where the\, continued to do business until :8,6, from which time until [861 thev were in business in Clinton, Van Buren -County, Ark. Mr. Patterson then entered the Confederate service as quartermaster ~)f lUcRae's regiment, was honorably discharged in 1862, and became enrolling officer of Van Buren County, which position he held until [864, when he was killed by jayhawkers. He had been treasurer of Pope County two years, and was a member of the Constitutional COIl\'ention of 1861 when Arkansas :;eceded from the Union. Hc was forty-five vcars old at the time of his death, was a Mason, helped organize the lodge at Clinton and became master of the same. He was a member of the Methodist Church, while his wife, who died in 1865, was a Presbyterian, although she had been reared a Catholic. To them were born five children, John R. heing the second child and the eldest of the four now living. His education was obtained in the public schoob of \'an Buren County, and there he grew' to manhood. In October, 1863. he joined Witt's regiment and sen'ed in southern Arkansas. Louisiana and Texas throughout the remainder of the war. He was at Mark's ~Iill. Prairic De Hann. Poison Springs and Mt. Elba, where he was wounded in the leg, but not ver .. sedoml)" He surrendered at Little Rock ]'day 23, !865. and upon returning to Van Buren County commenced working on a farm. At the early age of eIghteen years, or in 1866. he \\"as married to Lou ]. Greeson, and her became the father of three children: George 0., who is nm,- <In attorney at Clarks\'ille, :\rk.: Alice, who is the wife of lohn Conner, of thi,: county; and J. H., who is a successful merchant of Hebel:. After his marriage :'IIr.Paaerson farmed for a time, then opened a general mercantile store :n Bottom, In ISS! he mo\'ed to Sugar Loaf Springs. where he was in busine,c one year, .hen commenced selling g-oods on the road for the D .G, Tutt G:-occryCmnpany, continuin<T two \·cars. - He wa:; then elected sheriff and colk,ctor or Ckburnc COlInty. \\bich l1ffice he has held two terms. with credit to himsc:lf and to the satisfaction of political focs and friends alike. He was postma,ter at Heber during the first adnlinistration of Cleveland, a11d it is alnl(tst r:.t'edle~::; tu ~ay that J~e is a stanch Democrat. S,)Cially he is a member of the A .. F. & ,.\, :'II. 
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COl.. J. N. COFFEL This worthy old pioncer dcserves the most honorable mention within the pages of this volumc, for he has ever been a 1"C11resentatlve of the honorable, industrious and la\\'-abiding class and has done hIS iull share in helping to make i\rkan,.;as one of the most favored States in the Union. He was born in Lincoln COLIllty, Tenn., April IS, 1~]9, it sonc: f John and Margaret (Baskin) Coffcy, both of whom \I:en: born I.n South Carolma, the birth of thc former occurrin a in Lancaster DIstrICt. It IS supposed that thrce brothers of the Coffey bmil/c<tme from Ireland and settlcd!n this country prior to thc Revolution, and it is a family tradition that John Coffey, the paternal grandfather, was a mcmber uf the Colonial ,\rrny and took part in that str.ugg·lc. John Coffey, father of the subject of this sketch, was a partlCljlant Jr1 tlie Florida \\'ar, was an carly scttler of \;Villiamson County, TClln., aftcrward of Lincoln Countv, and later rcmoved to wcst Tenncssee, dying in Fayettc County in jg4.1 at the age of scvcnty years. Aftcr his dcath his widow removcd to \Voodruff County, Ark., in 184:). Both wcr': members of the Presbyterian Church and throughout a wcll·spent life he followed the occupation of fanning. Thcir ehildrt:n are as follows: Elizabcth, I J ugh, David 1'., James. Jonathan N., Jcrome, Susan, Isabel, Margaret, and three chIldren that died young. The subject of this sketch is the only one of the family that is no\\' living. He made his homc with his parcnts until he was twenty-threc years old, grcw up on a farm and reccivcd such education as the primitive schools of his dal' afforded. Hc was married in Tennessee to 1\1 iss l'aJ'lllelia Cloyd, a claughter of John Cloyd, who died in Tennessce, after which hc carne to Arkansas and scttlccl in \Voodruff Coullty. whcre he made his 11oll1e until ,gso. He then SpCllt six ycars in \Vhite COllnty, twelvc years ill Newton County and then movcd to thc farm where hc now lives, containing 100 acres three mile,.; southeast of llarrison, on the Springfield road. \Vhen he first came to thc State he entcrcd some Government land at $1.25 per acrc. He has bcen succcssful from a business standpoint. was engaged for some time in the tannery busincss in l\' ell'tol1 County, but has al ways followed thc occupation of farming. He was elcctcd to reprcsent Boone County in the State Lq;islaturc in Ig74-75 and has always been active in the support of thc mcn and measures of the Democrat party, with the exception of the timc that he was an old-line \ Vhig in an early day. If e is a member of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church. is an elder in the same, is activc in all church and school work, and all moral measures arc heartily and substantially supported by him. By his first wifc he became the father of the fullowing children: John, Tandy, \Villiam B., David and Spencer. and after thc death of his wife in 1863 he in 1864 wedded Elizabeth McPherson, a daughtcr of Mrs. Freeman, of Xewton County, to whom six children were given, three of whom are living: Oscar. Garland and Lena L. In 1879 the second wife was callcd to that bourne whence no traveler returns and for his third wife he espoused lVII's. 1\1. A. \Vynns, a native of North Carolina and a daughter of \Villiam and Anna (Spencer) McCarver, both of whom are dead. The present Mrs. Coffcy came to this county from Texas in 1865 with her first husband, Joseph \Vynns, who died in Boone County in 1867. They had four children: Bird, R. B., Fannie A. and]. C., all rcsidcnts of this county. 
\V. 1'. HODl;ES. Probably there is not a man better known in Searcy and adjoining counties than \V. 1'. Hodges, the efficient sheriff and collector of this county. He is an intelligent man of affairs, keeps abreast of the times and has the reputation of being one of the most enterprising and progressive men, ~s well as one of the most trustworthy and capable county officials, being espeCIally fitted for the offices of sheriff and collector. He was born in the county in which he now resides July 31, 1857, and therefore it is not to be 
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wondere~ at that he has e:~r had th~ interests of the county at heart and is a 
public-spmted and loyal cItIzen. HIs father, Jesse M. Hodges, was born in 
Mississippi and at an early day became a resident of Searcy County, Ark. 
where he is living .at t~1e I?r~sent time. His wife, Nancy D. Hodges, was bor~ 
in Tennessee and IS stIll iIvIIlg. \V. P. Hodges grew up in Searcy County on 
a farm and obtained his literary education in the schools of Minshall. He 
remained with and assisted his parents until he attained the age of twenty
four years, when he started out to fight life's battles for himself. He opened 
a mercantile establishment at Snow Ball, this county, and carried on this 
business there with success until r892, when he was elected to the office of 
county sheriff and collector by the Republican party, of which he has always 
been a stanch and active supporter. Soon after his election he moved to 
Marshall and there has since made his home, being at the present time a can
didate for reelection. He has always taken a deep interest in the political 
affairs of his section, has been chairman of the County Executive Committee 
and has held other important offices. He is a man of shrewd and practical 
ideas, has made a success of the different occupations in which he has been 
engaged, and as a result has accumulated a fair share of this world's goods. 
He is a member of the Masonic fraternity of ::'IIarshall and belongs to Chapter 
No. 94, of that place. He has shown himself to be a beau ideal public officer 
and assisted the United States deputy marshal, Silvian, to capture the noted 
train robber, Albert Mansker, near \Vitt Springs, the latter being eventually 
hanged. He was married to Mary L. Taylor, a daughter of Capt. B. F. Taylor, 
of Sno\\' Ball, and to himself and wife the following children have been gi,,'en: 
Frank G., Edna E., Benjamin H., Ray and William P. Mr. Hodges and his 
wife are members of the Christian Church and move in the highest social 
circles of Marshall. 

FRAXCIS J\fARION YOUNGBLOOD. There is something essentially American 
in the life and character of the gentleman who is the subject of this sketch. 
The United States has given rare opportunities to men with courage, honesty 
of purpose, integrity and energy, to secure success. Francis Marion Young
blood has all the above characteristics, and his success as an agriculturist and 
citizen has come as his devotion to right and his tenacity of purpose. Mr. 
Youngblood was born in De Kalb County, Mo., about .1838, son of Ambrose 
and Martha (Fanning) Youngblood, who resided for many years in Tennessee. 
From that State they moved to Illinois and thence to northwest Missouri. 
\\'hen our subject was about six years old the parents came to Carroll (now 
Boone) County and settled on Long Creek, where the father improved a good 
farm and where he passed the remainder of his days, dying about 1882. His 
wife died in the same county a few years before. Mr. Youngblood was con
siderable of a hunter and one of his reasons for settling in this section was on 
account of the game. The grandfather, James Youngblood, was probably a 
Revolutionarv soldier, but very little is known of him. The children born 
to Mr. and 1:Irs. Youngblood were named as follows: Nancy, wife of John 
Sharp, of Kansas; Jeremiah McClinton, a soldier in the Federal Army, now 
resides in Missouri; James resides in Boone County; William, a soldier in the 
Federal Army, makes his home in Carroll County, and Francis 1\1., our sub
ject. The latter received but very little schooling in his youth, only a few 
months each year, for he had several miles to walk and most of his time was 
spent in assisting on the home place. In the year rS61 he was married to 
Miss Elizabeth Hulsey, the daughter of Hiram and Nancy Hulsey, early set
tlers of Boone County. Ten children were the fruits of this union: William 
Rilev; Mary, wife of John Thomas Philips, of Colorado; T. S., a graduate of 
MarIon Medical College, St. Louis, and is now a prominent physician of 
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Adair, 1. T.; Carrie, wife of Andrew Hayhurst, oj Carroll County; James; 
l\Iartha Delancy, wife of \Villiam Vowel; Cordelia; Mac Noah, of Indian 
Territory; Ida, and Hattie. Since a bo)' our subject has made Ills hume on 
Long Creek, ncar Sha\'er l'ostoffice, where hc has one o~ the best tarms to be 
found. He has 390 acrcs, the old farm owned by his father, and has alwa;;s 
followed farmin a and stockraising, being one of the best known men JIl hIs 
part of the county. In the month of Jledy, !1-\6~, he enlisted in Company K, 
First Arkansas Cavalr\', Federal Army, at SprIngfield, 1\']0., and operatcd JIl 

Missouri and Arkansas. He was captured in Carroll County in the fall of 
j?>62, but was released after about one month, and was mustered out at Fayette
\'ille, Ark., in February, IS64. After the war he resumed farming and has ful
lowed it ever since. Ilc and wife have been members of the Christian Church 
for many years, and he has been a Republican since he first cUJlllllenced 
voting. 

ROBERT \\'. HA!{RISI):\, JR. This gentleman comes of a goud Southern 
famil\', and in 1\Iaury County, Tenn., his father, Robert \V. I larrisoll, first saw 
the l(l;ht in ISIS. He was the only child of his parents, --- and Eliz;tiJdh 
(Rob~rts) liarrison, and is a member of the same famIly as is ex-Presidcnt 
lL njamin I-I. Harrison. He receivecl fair educational alh'antages in his youth, 
and in 11-\41 came to l\ewton County, Ark., and settled un Littlc Buffalo Creek, 
one mile above Jasper, where he made his home for about olle yeaI'. ,\t the 
end of that time he moved tu Boone County, Ark., but after a short time 
returned to his farm in this county, and after residing on the same for thrce 
years took up his residence in Jasper, where he made his homc until his 
death in IRS!. He was a succcssful hu\' practitioncr for sOllie years, :tnd in I SS9'" 
60 he was elected to represent the county in the Statc Legislature, and for a 
period of about ten years sen'ed in the responsible capacity of county judge. 
becoming' one of the most prominent men of his section. lIe was for a lung 
time connected with the Republican party, but for some years before his death 
supported the measures of Democracy. He was married on 1 lick River in 
Maury County, Tenn., and remo\'ed to Arkansas by wagon at a timc when the 
country was so wild that they had to cut a road through the cane brake and 
brush at mallY different places. They made a settlement on a very larg'c tract 
of land about one mile west of Jasper, but three ycars later settled in tht: town, 
of which they were among the very first settlers. He and his wife, who was 
born in Maury County, Tenn., were worthy members of the Methodist Episco
pal Church. He was a member of the A. F. & A. M., and as an attorney he was 
considered, and justly so, one of the best in the State. His widow, whosc 
maiden name was Clarissa Austin, is now residing in Harrison, Ark., \V ith her 
daug-hter, 1\lrs. David ---, who is one of the ten children sbe burl' her hus
band, as follows: Sarah, widow of Riley Cissel, is the mother of W. I-I. Cissel, 
of Harrison; Caroline is the wife of Frank Davis, of Harrison; Marv is the wife 
of F. S. Baker, of Harrison; George, a scout in the Confederate Army, was 
killed in Carroll County, Ark., during the war; Austin died when six or seven 
years old; John S. lives on a farm near Jasper; Thomas F. is a merchant of Jas
per; Robert \V. is <!lso a merchant of that place; \Vesley is farming in western 
Texas; and \Villiam F.,who resides in jasper and farms in the vicinityofthe place. 
Robert \V. Harrison, the immediate slibject of this sketch,was born in the town of 
Jasper, Ark., May 14, 1853, in the public schools, of which place he acquired a 
good practical education. lIe started out for himself at the early age of seven
teen, and for some six years thereafter followed the life of it cow boy ill the 
Lone Star State, during- which time he became a thoroug'h plainsman. He 
was a participant in several fights with the lndians who would stampede his 
stock, and on one occasion found it necessary to kill one Indian. He returned 
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to Newton County, Ark., in 1874, and for some five years thereafter was 
engaged in tilling the soil two and one-half miles south of Jasper. At the end 
of that time he located in th.e town and opened a dry goods establishment, 
which he gradually merged mto. the gl:ocery and finally into the drug business, 
his partner in the latter cnterpnsc bemg Dr. ?I[ontgomery, but in ISSI this 
partnership \\"a~ dIssolved, an~ i!e once 111o:e started in business alone, and has 
continued on IllS .own resp<;>nslbllity ever Slllce, conducting a well-appointed 
general mercantde estabhshment, and doing an annual business of about 
$30,000, the largest of the kind done in the county. He is a man of excellent 
business qualifications, is far-seeing and prudent in all his transactions, honor
able and upright in every particular. and is in every way worthy the liberal 
patronage he receives. Politically he has always been a Republican and 
socially is a member of the A. F. & A. lVI. In 1876 he united his fortunes with 
those of Miss Anna Henderson, who was born in this county in IS59, and to 
their union four children were born: Hattie, wife of W. L. Curtis, of Jasper; 
Mattie M.; H~gh D. and Oll!e. The mo~her ~f tt1ese children died in 189 1, 
and !Vlr. Harnson took for IllS second Wlfe ?lllss ::'arah Hudson, dauahter of 
Henry H udso!1, of this c01!nty. She was born here in IS74. In Ma}-, !893, 
while Mr. Harnson was taklIlg a tnp through Polk County, Ark., he was taken 
for a United States marshal by a party of moonshiners. was led into an ambush 
and was shot four times with a 44-caliber \Vinchester rifle. One shot took 
effect in his body, one in his right arm, carrying away two inches of the 
bone, and two shots in the face, one lodging in the back part of the head and 
neck, and one passing through the tongue, tearing out the roof of the mouth. 
Two of the men are now paying the penalty of their misdeeds in the peniten
tiary, but it was fully eight weeks before IVIr. Harrison was able to be out of 
bed, during which time he came very ncar death's door, only a hardy constitu
tion and excellent nursing carrying him through. 

CHARLES B. GRIGSBY. One of the old and prominent citizens of Stone 
County, Ark., is Charles B. Grigsby, who has labored for the good of this sec
tion for many years, although a native of Monroe County, East Tenn.; he was 
born in I S28, to James and Margaret (Houston) Grigsby, \vho were born in 
the Old Dominion. They were married in Blount County, Tenn .. and made 
their home there and in Loudon Counties until 1850, when they came to 
Arkansas, locating in Inde:pendence County, eight miles above Batesville and 
two miles from the \Vhite River. \Vhile residing in Tennessee, the father held 
the office of constable for twenty-four years, and he also became one of the 
substantial citizens of Independence County, Ark. He was a Whig in politics 
and at the time of his death was about sixty-one years of age, while his wife 
attained the age of eighty-five years. Her grandfather reared Gen. Sam 
Houston, who afterward became so well known in the history of Tennessee 
and Texas. To the marrage of Mr. and Mrs. Grigsby eight children were 
born, of whom the subject of this sketch was the fifth. He attended school 
in Monroe County, Tenn., and there made his home until ItL1S, when he came 
to Arkansas and located in Independence County. ill the Barrens, nine miles 
west of Batesville, where he rented land for a time, then entered a fort}'
acre tract five miles west of where he then lived. After residing there a few 
years he bought land in the southern part of the county, and fifty acres in the 
bottom, on which he erected a cotton gin which was later destroyed by fire. 
with seventy-five bales of cotton. This fire left him ,s4,SOO in dc.bt, but he 
kept his land there for ten or twelve years longer. The f~rlll on w}llch he~ now 
resides consists of 160 acres of land, forty acres of which are III the LOlOll 

Creek bottom. He has devoted the most of his attention to farming and 
stockraising since coming to Arkansas, and for some time while residing in 
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Independence County he served in the capacity of deputy sheriff under 
Robert R. Case. In September, 1862, he joined Rutherford's BattalIOn, and 
was afterward with Anderson's cavalry until the war closed. He fo~' some 
time served in the capacity of assistant quartermaster, and during tIllS time 
had many queer experiences. He was in the Trans-Mississippi Department, 
and was on the Missouri raid, partici pating in all the battles of that Jamolls 
campaign. In 1855 he was married to. Martha \Varren, who was born In Dyer 
Countv, Tenn., and to them seven children have been gIven, three sons and 
four diughters, the former of whom are at home and also one of the daugh.ters. 
Their mother is a member of the !vlethodist Episcopal Church, and SOCIally 
Mr. Grigsby is a Mason and a member of the 1. O. O. F .. H<;! is. a Democrat 
politically. Mr. Grigsby has seep many ups and ~owns ll~ IllS !tfe, for when 
he came to Arkansas he had $1 111 money and was 111 debt $55. He was very 
successful, hov,;ever, and when the war broke out he was in good circumstances 
financially, but at the close of the war had to again commence anew. lIe is 
now well off and thoroughly enjoys the fruits of his early industry and self
denial. 

JAMES l\L BREWER. He whose name heads this sketch has been a resI
dent of Searcy County, Ark., since 1871, and during that time he has made a 
comfortable income for himself and family, has shown that he is a man of 
public spirit, liberal, generous and highminded, and has made numerous warm 
friends. His birth occurred in Franklin County, Tenn., September 2 I, 1R33, 
a son of Zadock and Mary (Brumley) Brewer, who were also born all Ten
nessee soil, and with them he moved to Arkansas in his boyhood and settled 
on a farm in Polk County. Later the family moved to Conway County and 
there the father was called from this life in 1865, his widow surviving him but 
one year. Of a family of ten children born to them but five are living at the 
present time: William c., l\linerva, wife of John Sowers; Sally (Counts), 
Sarah (Casper), and James M:. Those deceased were: Joseph D., John E., 
Zadock, Henry C. and Jacob. James M. Brewer resided for a long term of 
years in Johnson County, Ark., and was married there to Emeline Weeks, 
daughter of J. M. \Veeks. She was born in Tennessee and has borne her hus
band the following children: James 1'11.; Lou, wife of Henry Prechet; Mar
garet E., Bell, wife of William Bradley; John H., Callie, Ida, William, Lillie and 
Victoria. Through the exercise of brain and brawn and much good judg
ment Mr. Brewer has becC)me the owner of a good property and is justly con
sidered one of the well-to-do men of the county. He has resided on his 
present farm ever since coming to the county and his estate, which compri~es 
300 acres, is admirably tilled, no one portion being cultivated and another 
neglected. The soil is fertile, repays the toil and attention bestowed upon it 
by the owner and yields abundant harvests. Mr. Brewer is a Republican in 
politics, has always been prominent in the public affairs of his section and 
socially affiliates with Snow Ball Lodge of the A. F. & A. M. His home is 
located about nine miles from Marshall and is one of the very best of Bear 
Creek. 

JAMES P. BRADY. Agricultural pursuits have formed the chief occupation 
of this gentleman, and the wide-awake manner in which he has taken advan
tage of ever}~ method and idea tending to the enhanced value of his property 
has had conSiderable to do With his success in life. He was born in Georgia 
February 9, 1847, a son of Hiram ). and Charity (Cook) Brady, of that State, 
~nd grandson of Enoch Brady, w~o was a son of Irish parents and a participant 
In s.ome of the early wars of the Umted States. Hiram J. Brady, with his family, 
emigrated to Arkansas.in 1873, coming thither by rail and wate!', purchased 
land and made a locatIon on Sugar Orchard Creek, where they lived until 
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their deaths in IS:)5 and [883, father and llluther, respectively. The father 
was a lIfelong- larmer, but at one tIme also followed me1'chan<ii.,in;2; in 
and acquIred a g()()dly pm[lerty ... He was a Dc'moerat jlDliticall,·, held 
office of county judge of Fannin County, (ja., and wa, a leading' of 
that sectIOn. lie and hIS WIfe were members ot the l'rimitin: Baptist Church 
and the father was a deacon of that church in Georgia fur manv n:ar,;. Their 
children were as follows: Eloch was a man of family and dict! v;hilc 
in the Second Georgia Infantry during thc war; Thomas was a man oi 
and died in Georgia before the war; )'1a1';' ,\. is the widow of Thomas 
and is li\'ing three miles fmm Powell; John W. is livinf,!; aboilt a milt: and a 
half froIll Powell and is a man of fami!\-; lames 1',; .\manda. E. isthe wid",,' of 
Thomas Cotton and resiues in this COUi1t);; ;\ancy J. is the wife of D. :\1. C.d·i
ran and li\'es three miles north of Powell. james P. Bradv's earh, life was 
spent in Georgia on a farm anu there he obtained a fair ctiucatio:l in' the com
mon schools. \Vhcn sixteen years of age, in rR63. he entered the Confc(I~~ra!e 
service, Second Georgia Infantry, sen'cd ulltil the war dosed and ';Ias ;n all 
the prominent battles from Tennessee eastward: \\'iicicrncss. 
Cold Harbor, Petersburg, and the siege of that place. and \',as woumbJ or 
captured during his sen'icc, He engaged in farming after the war, and in 1,':'58 
was married to Harriet, the daughter of \\'illiam and Sally Godfrey, the fom,.;r 
of \\"hom died rnany years ago in Gcorgiay and the latter nOl\' fl..;'siding in the 
vicinity of Powell, Ark. In [8p :'IIr. Brady came to :'Ifarion , Ark., 
and settled 011 a farm one-half mile west of Powell, but in 1890 came to his 
present location at Powell. He has a good and \\'ell-improwd farm of 160 
acres and also has considerable valuable mining property, and was at one time 
the owner of the Gov. Eagel Mine and the Parkhill )'line. He is at the 
ent time developing what promises to be a \'aluable mine, but at the "ame 
carries on farming and stock raising successfully, He is a stanch Democrat, 
is active in politics and has held the office of justice of the peace, He and his 
worthy wife are the parents of se\'en children: William, .-\!lie Iwife of 
Casey, of Powell I, Charit\" Sally, Gordon. Violet and RussdL 

\VII,LIAM H. CECIL. . The calling of the merchant is one of the mast hun
orable lines of industry, and one of its most worthy exponents at Harris,)!; is 
\Villiam H. Cecil, who is a native of Jasper, ;\e\lton County, ,\~k., where he 
first saw the light of day July 9, 1854, His parents, Riley and Sarah i Harr:
son) Cecil, were born in Tennessee, and the former was a son of William 
Cecil, who became a resident of Newton County, .--\rk., the ilis-
tory of the count\' and settled on what is called the Cecil of the 
Ri'::er. There the grandfather died at an early day, and his wido,\' in 1 :<5, 
started on the overland journe,- to California, and was in the train that 
was massacred in etah by the 'I\lormons and Indians. known in :t~ the 
Monntain ),1eadow Massacre, but fortunately two dars before that eyent she 
and her sons had left the train and taken another trail and thus escaped a h()r
riblc death. She was the mother of six sons and several ot whom 
Riley was but a lad \\'hen his parents came to .\rkansas. 
;\ ewton Count\", and for some time thereafter lived on 
father dying tliere in 1856. He was a succ6sful tiller of 
self and wife two children were born: \\,illiam H. and 
\\'ammock. of Harrison, The mother is still li\'ing and 
ject of this sketch. Her parents were Robert and Clarinda. 
who were earl" settlers of the coun,\' of Newton, where the 
Grandmot er 'Harrison is still !il'ing and makes her home in _ 
daughter, :'Irs. Davis. William H. Cecil attained manhood in ;\(;\\'to:1. 
and'after the death of his father he and his widowed mother we:lt to lrn: 
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the grandfather, Robert Harrison, who moved to BIl:ff Springs, in 1858, the school center of the country at that time, and there VI,; dham H ... Cecil and his sister obtained a good common-school education. At the opeIllng of the walthey moved back to Jasper County, and there remained until 1863. when they located in Springfield, Mo. In the winter of 1.865 they returned to Jasper. \Villiam H., his mother and sister came to Harnson, and he became all assIstant in the postoffiee, o\'er which l\Ir. Baker presided. In 1880 1\1r. Baker and Mr. Cecil bought a stock of groceries, which business they carne"l ,on uIltd, the fall of that year, when they put in a stock of dry goods. In I~S2 Mr. CeCIl sold his interest to Phillips & Baker, after which he clerked for them for two years, and in 1886 opened the dry goods emporium of whIch he IS now the propl'ietor. In 1891 his store was burned to the ground, but he succeeded In saving his stock of goods, and in 1892 he erected hIS present finc ~(ore budding, 22X80 feet. He is doing a very prosperous business, amoulltlllg to from $12,000 to 515,000 annually, and the stock of goods that he keeps ,1IJ10unts to about $6,000. His goods are all well chosen from reliable houses, and no more prosperous business than that which is carril,d on here Gin be found. He is one of the leading men of the county, and besides his \·,.duahlc town property is tlH~ owner of an excellent farm near Harrison, all of wb iell has come into his possession through his OlVn good manageml,nt. l\ stanch Republican in politics, still he is no politician, althoug'h he has held a nUlllber of city offices. He led to the altar Miss Letitia, daughter of j\ndrew ,we! Polly Baker (see sketch of F. S, Baker), Mrs, Cecil was born in Virginia October 20, 18;4. but has been a resident of Arkansas frol11 childholJd. Her children are as follo\\'s: Hattie, Riley, Mintie (\\'ho died at the age of three months), \Valter, Troy and Lulu V. Hattie teaches in the public 5Cl100ls of Harrison. :\1r. Cecil and his family attend the Cumberland Presbyterian Church, in \\'hich he is an elder, and all measures-educational, religious and moral-are heartily supported by him, 
LEO:\ARD S, ·WEAST. For over forty years this gentleman has been an honored resident of l'IIarion County, Ark, He was born in Guilford County, );, C, October 26, 1845. a son of Adam and Sophia (Fortune) \Veast, who were born and reared in )Jorth Carolina and Virginia, respectivcly. Thc latter went with her parents to North Carolina, and there she met and married 1\11'. "Veast, with whom she moved to Arkansas in 1850, entering land where Yellville is no\\' situated, purchasing also an eighty-acre tract in the valley of Crooked Creek, on which he built a log house which is still standing, being un the west end of l\lain Street, Yell ville. He brought with him to this State nine slaves, and being a man of good business judgment he succeeded ill accllnlulating a valuable property, a considerable pOI-tion of which was lost during the \\'ar. II c was a Democrat, a public-spirited citi7.en and a member of the Baptist Cil urch, He died during the latter part of the war, in which (n-eat strug(rle five of h is sons participated, being in the Confederate service, I-fis wife \\'~s'" a member of the l\~ethodis~ Episcopal Church South, and di~d in l\Ia);, 1890, at the ,:gc (?f eightynme years, havmg borne him eleven clllidren: i\elson, who dIed til North Carolina some yea:s ago; Brice, who diee! in Yellville about nine years ago, was a farmer and Inrller by occupation; James "V., who died in 18119, was a merchant of Lawrence County, Ark.; George \V, is a merchant of Newport, Ark.; John J. is a farmer in the Chickasaw Nation; Benjamin L is at present a resident of Texas, but still has his home in Yellville; Columbus M. is in Oklahoma Ter:itory; i:eonard S,; Sarah. E. is the wi?ow of F, "Vood, and is living in IndIan Terntory WIth her chIldren; Mary E. is the wife of N. \\lood, of this ,:our;ty, and l'IIart,Ila is. the \:'ife of John Wood, of this county, Leonard S. \Veast has reSided III thIS county ever since he was five years old, and 
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has ahl'ays followed tbe occupations of farmin§) and. stockraising. Cpon 
reaclllng manhood he started out to do for llllTIscll. and I\"as suon after 
married. t~ 1\1 rs: J. \\'. \\' east .. a da;lghtcr of a l\Ir. Williams. who died during the 
II·ar .. and tile \\"1(:0\\' of :\11". \\ cast s blyther. They have resided on their pres
ent tanu SIIlce It'io. \\"Illch place :onslsts Of.2iS acres of line land. a portion of 
\\"11Icb IS \\"lthlll the corporate 11I111ts of "\ ellvdle. :llr. \\"east is an actin: 
Democrat. and is one of the useful citizens (If the section in which he Iil·es. 
taking an acti\"(o interest in e\'erything tending to benefit it. By her lirst hus
band :\1 rs, \\ east became the mother of one child. Emma C. \\'iit: of Dr. 
Bryant. of Coal Hill. by whom she had two children: :\Iaud and Cecil: and bv 
her present husband she has had four children: Essie F .. wift: of ~orman L. 
Burnett. of Texas; \'irgil. Lucian and Casso 

C\l'T. IhtlIl'TOX B. F.lXCHER. The intelligence and ability shown by Capt. 
I-Iampton B. hlilcher, as a progTessi\'c tiller of the soil. and the interest he 
has taken in the advancement of measures for the good of Boone C\lunt,·, ;\rk, 
caused him long since to be classed as one of the leading citizens of his sec
tion. The most that he has achie\'ed or gained has come as the result of his 
0\\"1\ efforts. and he desen'es much credit for b is industr\" and enterprise. He 
is a nati\'e Tellncsseean. born in O\'erton Count,· in IS2S: and the SO;1 of lames 
and Elizabeth I Carlock I Fancher. nati\'es of Xorth Carolina. tht: formei· born 
in li90 and the latter on :'Ilarch IS. ISOO. This worthy couple were married 
in Tennessee, \\'hither they had lllo\'cd with their parents \\'hell young, their 
nuptials being celebrated in ISIS, and about IS38 they came by ox,team to 
northwest ,\rkansas. being about t\\'o months on the road. The\' located at 
the head of Osage. eight Illiles \rest of Carrollton, on a claim for ,i'hic/l he paid 
SiOO in gold. This he at once began impro\"ing and soon had a good home. 
He \I'as one of the Illlbt prosperous. practical and enterprising farmers and 
stock traders in the county, and accumulated a fortune. Howel'a, he lost 
nearly S50.000 durin:.; the war, besides many slal-e5, He represented Carroll 
County in the Legislature in I f: .. p as a Democrat. and I\as instrumental in the 
formation of J\' el\'ton County. That \\"as the only official position he would 
e\'er accept. He sympathized I\'ith the South during the Civil \\"ar but took 
no part. For a number of years he II'as a Cumberland Presbyterian. and was one 
of Carrol! Count\··s most honest and influential citizens. His death occurred 
on his farm in C;trrol! County in 18GS. He was one of de\"C1l children. one of 
whom died in lllinois, two in Arkansas and the remainder in Tennessee. :'Ir. 
Fancher was in the Creek \\"ar with Jackson, and was ill the iight at Hor,;e
shoe Bend. His father. Richard Fancher, \Vas born on Long Island and 
the latter's wife. whose maiden name \\"as Sarah J erniga '. 1\"015 born in \"irginia. 
They \\'ere married in ::\ orth Carolina but relllO\'ed frolll there to Tennessee 
at a yer\, earh- day. :\1 r. Fancher died there but his wife came with her SOP. to 
ArkaYlsas and dieel in this State. She \I'as entireh' blind the la,t ten \TarS of 
her life. ,M r. Fancher and sen:ral of his brothers were in the Re\"oItlti..ll1arv 
\Var. They were of French origin, Our subject's maternal grandbther, 
Isaac Carlock. was a nati\'e of the Old :0:orth State, as was the granLinmther, 
Sarah I Rutman) Carlock. They moved to Tennessee at an early dar. and 
from there to Dade Count", :'Io., where :'Ill'. Carlock died, and wh<:re ~nllle of 
his descendants are !lOI\" '!i"ing. TII'el\-e children were born to our :iubject's 
parents and named in the order of their births as follows: Asenath. dece'bed. 
was the wife of \\'illiam :'Ilorris; .\rminta, deceased. ,vas the \life of \\'illiam 
Coker; 1'Ilartha I. is the widow of \\"illiam Boatwright: Hampton H .. sub!ect; 
Sarah. wife o( :\.mos Kindall. of :'Iladiso!l COllnty, ,\rk.: Thomas \\". w::>s 
killed in August, 1892. iII Carroll County, while defending his SOil \l'lw was 
being assaulted (he was a Confederate soldier, and held the rank of lieu-
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tenant in Harrold's battalion of cavalry); Henrietta, widol\' of Robert Dixon; 
James P., the present county clerk of Carroll County (for a number of years 
he served as circuit and county clerk, and was afterward a member of the 
Legislature; during the Civil \\"ar he was in th.e C~nfederate Army and was 
captured at Vicksburg;,) George 11.; Dallas dIed 111 II1fan.cy, and tl:'O oth~rs 
died in iniancv. Until ten vears of age our subject remall1ed In IllS natIve 
State and then moved with his pare'nts to Carroll County, ,\rk" where he 
grew to manhood with limited educational ad\·antages. On .Iuly 26, .18 58, 
he was married to Miss Eliza O. McKennon, daughter of Dr. Arcillbaid 
and Sarah McKennon. 1\Ir. and Mrs. I\IcKennon \\'ere natin,s of South 
Carolina, but came to Tennessee when young. were married there, and sub
sequently moved to Carroll County when 1\[ r5, Fa,ncher 1\:'15_ a girl. From 
there they removed to Johnson County, and there receIved theIr final summons. 
He was a successful physician for many years. He had four sons in the Con
federate Armv, one of whom, Han. Archibald S. McKennon, a prominent 
lawyer of Cla~ksville, Ark., is one of the United States Commissioners now 
treating with the five civilized Indian tribes for the abandonment of their 
tribal relations. The names of the other sons are unknown. Mrs. Fancher 
was born in Lincoln County, Tenn., and died in June, 1892. Eight children were 
born to this union: Elizabeth, wife of John H. Walker, of Carroll County; 
James Archibald, died in infancy; Thomas H., a lawyer of Clarksville, Ark.; 
Virginia Lucretia, deceased, was the wife of Thomas N. Lancaster of Texas; 
Sallie Mac., wife of Jeremiah Bentley, of Boone County; Susie Jessie; Maggie 
Polk, died young, and Grover Cleveland, a little girl. In 1861, when the war 
cloud hung darkly over the nation, Mr. Fancher enlisted in the Fourth 
Arkan!'as Infantry, State troops, as Captain of Company H, and fought at Oak 
Hill. After a few months ~his company disbanded and he was then enrolling 
officer for about a year. After that he went with his father to Texas, and 
after his return was in Harrold's battalion until the war closed. Afterward 
he followed farming in Carroll County until 1880, when he came to Boone 
County and settled five miles northwest of Lead H ill, where be has a fine 
river farm of over 400 acres. For some time both before and after the war he 
was engaged in merchandising at Fair View. Fraternally he is a member of 
Polar Star Lodge, A. F. & A. M., No. 224, at Lead Hill, and was W. M. two 
terms. He is also a member of Berryville Chapter. Mr. Fancher was made 
a Mason when twenty-two years of age, and was a delegate to the Grand 
Lodge in 1853, obtaining the charter of Yell Lodge No. 64, at Carrollton. 
For many years he has been a prominent member of the Cum berland Presby
terian Church, and his wife held membership in that church also. In poli
tics he is a Democrat. 

JOHN L. and CHARLES WESLEY O'DANIEL. In viewing the various enter
prises that tend to make vVestern Grove, Ark., one of the county's most impor
tant cities it is curious, as well as instructive, to note the advances that have been 
made in the different lines of business and to ascertain the progress that has been 
secured by enterprise and capital. Among the prominent business men of 
this place John L. and Charles \V. O'Daniel, proprietors and operators of the 
Western Grove Flour Mill and Cotton Gin, stand in the front ranks. The busi
ness is conducted under the firm name of J. L. O'Daniel & Bro. and the name 
of this firm is :'l passport t? pOl?ular favor and has become very prominent in 
the few years It has been 111 eXIstence. These brothers were born in Western 
Grove, Ark., the former in 1861. and the latter in 1858. Their parents, Jesse 
and Mary Ann (House) O'Damel, were natives of North Carolina and Missis
sippi, respectively, the father born in 1826 and the mother in 1831. Both 
father and mother came with their parents to Arkansas Territory when small 
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and were subsequently married in Xe\\'ton Counh', Ark., where :"Ill'. O'Daniel 
passed the remainder of his dar~, dying in.IS8,. 'He was a successful farmer 
and in connectIOn was a blacksIlllth. folloWIng both occupations throuCTh life. 
In religion he was a l\Iethodist, and in politics a Democrat. His brut!~er and 
sisters' \\'ere named as follows: Greene (deceased I. Elizabeth Ann, Poll\" 
rrances (deceased), Jennie P. Ideceas'~d) alld l'Ilar:2:aret .:1.. I deceased.} The;r 
father. Greene O'Daniel, was probably born in :\uI~th Carolilla. but was olle of 
the first white settlers of northwest "·\rkansas. settling in what is now Xe\Itoll 
Count\", near the present tOIVn of \\."estern Gro\'e, when Arkansa5 was a Terri
tory, and experiencing all the pri\'ations and hanbhips of pioneer liie. He 
was industI'ious and honest, characterisrics which have descended to hi, chil
dren and grandchildren, and made a good home, where he liver: for 
half a c,"ntury, dyi~g- ill 18,0, when quite aged. He wa,; of Irish parents. 
wife died in 1869. She was a member of the ~[ethotlist Church. The maternal 
grandfather, Samuel House,. came from "-lississippi to Arkansas at a very 
early da\' abo, and there reSIded for a number of \·ears. The mother oi our 
subj'ect i~ li\·ing. The following children were bo;n to her marriage: Greene, 
an engineel' of \\'estern GrO\'e; James. a farmer; (hades Wesley; John L.; 
Jesse; Pleasant; i\Iacklin Asbury; William Riley, died young, as did abo 
Nancy .·\deline and !\Tary Belle. All the children living are nm\" residents of 
\\'estern Grove and ther were educated in this county, the older ones reeeh
ing limited advantages in that direction. John 1.. (l'Daniei learned the black
smith's trade with his father when a bov and follo\\"ed this for ahot,t six n.ars 
after reaching mature years. After that he '\'<lrked at the carpenter', trade for 
about three years and about 1889 he and \\'illiam :'Iallard built the mill now 
owned by the two O'Daniels. The firm was :\Iallan: & O'Daniel l:!ntil IS91, 
when Charles \V. O'Daniel succeeded "-Ir. :'Iallard and the present form 
was founded. This is the largest and most completely equi6ped mill in 
Kewton County. The main building is -lox60 fed. t\\·o stories in hei,::l]t and 
an engine house 20X22 feet. It is a bur mill. with a capacity of sixty 
bushels of wheat per day. The gin is the Brown make, \\'ith a capacity 
of six 0 r seven bales per day. This mill has a good trade, controlling the 
custom for a distance of twenty-five miles south. John L. also owns a good 
farm of 120 acres near town. He started in life with nothing and made his 
first start at the forge. In the year 1880 he '\'as married to :'IIis;; Sarah 13ryan. 
a native of Tennessee, where she was left an orphan when young. Later she 
came with her sister to this cOlInty. ;"lr. and :\Irs. O'Daniel are the parents 
of fi\'e children: l\Iay, Floyd, Della. Thurman and ;"Iaud. The O'Daniels are 
Democrats and both John L. and Charles \\'. are Masons, of Biuff Spri!l)Zs 
Lodge :\'0. 103. The former is a member of the Relief Chapter Xo. at St. 
Joe, and has served one year as worshipful master. He and wife are 
in their religious "iews. 

J. \\'. BLACK. Xotwithstanding the fact that :"I!arion County, Ark .. is 
;vell known for its efficient, faithful and energetic county officials. !lone 
?eserves more honorable recognition tha.n .1: \V. Black, w,llo is the present 
lIlcumbent of the county recorder and CIrCUIt court clerk s office. He has 
made his horne in Marion Count" since 1861, but owes his nativit\· to the Old 
:\orth State where he first opened his eyes on the light ;\Iarch - 16, 1857. his 
parents being James and "aney I Burleson) Black. both of whom were born in 
Korth Carolina and came to Arkansas in 1861, locating in ~Iarioll 
The father was a soldier in the Union Army during the war. was stationed at 
Batesville and wa, there called from life in 186,. He \Vas a Democrat it-
itically and a farmer by occupation. His wido\\: s~r\"!\"I.:d him u!ltil when 
she, too, passed away. They were the parents of SIX dn!drcn: H. 
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who died at the age of two years; :Mary L., \rho is the wife of John 13: Milum, of Powell; Jesse, who is a farmer of this cOllnty; Joseph \IV.; John C. IS also a farmer of the county, and Martha J. is the wife of John H. Smith, of this county. The grandfather, Jesse Black, was of Scotch d.esce~t, a 0: orth Carolinian by birth, and about 1856 became a reSIdent of :\~anon COllnty, [\rk., but died during the war in Nev,·toll County. He was the first ot the LlIndy to come to this section and was followed thither by other members of the famdy later. J. 'AT.Black was educated in lVIarionand BooneCollnties ancIcol11plcted his scholastic education in a coilege at Salem, Iowa,in 1880, after which he became a pedagogue, an occupation· he followed with success for four and a half years in this and Boone Counties, being an instructor in. the college at Valley Springs for one rear. In 1884 he was elected on the Democrat ticket to the office of count" surveyor and for six "ears discharged the duties of this position very acceptably. I~Ie was then cle~tccl to the officc of justice of the peace and also for some time followed farming and mining. II c was honored by an election to the office of circuit clerk ane! recorder in 1892 and is still filling this position to the satisfaction of all concerned. and l'specially to that of his constituents. He has always been a faithful Democrat, has attcnded the various county conventions and was elected chairman of the samc ill 18C)0. He has proven himself an ideal public officer, efficient, accmate, rcliahle and courteous and genial with all. He is a l\Iaster I\Iason in Ycllville Lodge, and is a local preacher of the Methodist Episcopal Church South, with \\'hich his wife is also connected. He has for sevcral years becn secretary of the Educational Board of Yellville and cannot fail to be recognized as a publicspirited citizen and a useful member of society. Althoug'h he makes his home in Yellville, he has a good farm of 200 acres in the wcstern part of Marion County, and se\'enty-five acres near the "illage of Eros. In this county he was united in marriage with l\Iiss Anna Spillcrs, a daughtcr of Alexander and Elizabeth (Hedgpeth) Spillers who are deceased. Mrs Black was born in this county and her union with 1\11'. Black has resulted ir: the birth of four children: Oscar c., who died at the age of twenty months; Jewell H., Ernest H., and ,tal us B. 
L. T. CORNETT. The name of this gentleman is a familiar one throughout Taney County, l\Io., and is synonymous with the merchandising and farming interests of his section. Since 1876 he has resided in Taney County, and during that period has kept his escutcheon untarnished. Like other representative men of the coun'ty, he came originally fro111 Searcy County, Ark., his birth occurring all the 27th of November, 1854. and comes of good old Virginia stock. His parents, Henry and Malinda (Yowell) Cornett, wcre natives of Virginia and Tennessee, respectively, the fanner born in the year 1813. The father moved from his native State to Tennessee, and in 1849 settled in Searcy County, Ark., where he resided for a number of years. Thence he moved to Independence County, Ark., and cultivated the soil there WIth unusual Sllccess until his death in 1861. He was a prominent and useful citizen and a stanch Democrat in his political views. His brother John was a soldier in the War of 1812. The name Cornett is of English origin and the first members of this family to come to America settled in th~- grand old Mother of States, Virginia. The mother of our subject died in 1860. Eleven children ,.ve:re born to her union, six of whom lived to an adult age, and five are now hVll1j:;: Tenness~e, deceased; James G. is a physician in Arkansas; Henry M. reSides at Harnson, Ark.; Joseph A., in the West· Martha wife of W. R. I?=llison, of Taney, and the others died in early life. L. T. Cor~ctt was r.ea:ed II1 In?ependence County, Ark., and his scholastic training was rather lImited, havll1g attended school but a few days. In spite of these drawbacks, 
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:\Ir. Cornett has ever been a man of observation, and cumin(T in contact with 
the world it has been a good school for him. :\s soon as l~s stn?!1"th I\'ould 
permit. he was required to make himself u~cflll around the home pian;, and 
when nll1eteen years of age he bct;an for hIlllSelt as a farmer in Stone Counl\' 
Ark. In the year ISi4 he mO\'ed to Texas and resided in Bell Countl·. tll;it 
State, for tlH) years. He then came to Boone COlInt\', :\rk., and n;Iilained 
there four years, or until IS:)O, when he located in TaIle\' Count\". Oil Ceelar 
Creek, where he has m;;de his hOllle e\'l'!' sinc..,. Ii<.: follo'\\'ed fanilin::.;, and in 
IS);!! opened a store .. ::lllce the.n he has been en::.;aged in tilling the soil. stuck
raISlll::'; and merchandlslllg and IS one of the nlflSt prominent land OWllers and 
merchants in the cOllnty. He has a tlact of land in Tanel' and Boone C"un
tics of I ,047 acres, of \I'hieh 500 aCtTs arc under culti\'atiu;l. .\ portiull oi this 
land he farms, but the most of it is rentcd to tcn<lnh. I! e gives lllllCh uf his 
timc to stockraising, s!tiPI?ing large numbers of c:\ttk !togs ant! s!teep yc:\rly. 
In polItIcal matters 1\1r. Cornett IS a stanch Democrat and takes an acti\'c 
interest in all public matters. Socialh' he is it :'Iiastln. of Polar Star Ludge 
0:0. 224, Lead Hill, ,\rk., and be is'a member of the J. O. O. F. uf 
Forsyth. In the year l~i9 he married l\Iiss :'Iattie Williams, a nati\'e :\[is-
souri, and the daughter of John \\'illiams. :\11'. and l\lrs. Cornett 11:\\'e had 
fivc children: :\ ellie :'IT., Rettie :\., Clara .\ .. Johnic I a ::.;irl i. a baby ::.;irl 
Daisey. and Rettie, who died I\hen fi\'e years uf age. :'IIr. Cornett resides 
about fifteen miles from Forsyth and about three miles from \\'hitc Ril'er, 
where hc has a beautiful home. 

\\'. ;\. Gl-tEEI'E1C The name of Gree\'er is tlne of the m'ht inil11(:ntiai in 
Boone County, .\rk., and is onc of the most respected in the cummunity. l\Ir. 
Greever desen'es special notice for his jJublic spirit and cnergy, and i" now a 
prominent trader and "peculator, and one of the largest land "WIler, in the 
State. He is a native of the Blue Grass State, born in .-\dair Countl' in 
and is a son of John and Sarah i \\'illiams) Grec\'er, both natin~s (i 
The father was born in the year lfioj. and \\hen but a small bur w.:nt 
parents to Kentucky. There the mother came with her par<.'nb aes", \, .. hC:il a 
child, and there they grew to mature rears and married .. \ftc1'ward the io.t11<.'r 
tilled the soil, and being energetic and industriulls he lIlet \I'ith more than 
ordinan' success. His death occurred in Kcntuch' in It-:,JG. :'I!l'. (;recn:r's 
grandfather, ;\brahalll Gn;e\'er, \\';1S born in the U!,i Dominion, btl, at an carly 
date settled in Russell Count\', KI·., \\'here he died about 18:;0. .\" a tilln uf 
the soil he was very sllccc,.;,.;f~1. J.fis father, Philip GrcC\-cr: was burn in Eng
land, but I\'hcn groll'n came to .\merica. Thi,.; was prior to the RC\'oiutionary 
\\'ar, in which he sen'cd through the eight year,.; of that stru:.;-::.;lc. Hl~ \\3.:; 
under Gen. Greene, and fired the fir,;t gun at the battle e,f King'" :'Iluuntain. 
His death occurred in \'irginia, where he folkl\n:d farming". :'Ii:-. Greever', 
maternal grandfathcr, Bennett \\,illiams. \I'as also a natin; \-irginian ami an 
early settler of Kentucky, locating in Russell Cuumy, where lIt: farmc(l ulltil 
his death, in 1:)40. lie was of English-Irish (jrigin. His \I'ife, \Ihuse m:tiden 
name was Rowin, died in Russell County. They were the parenb 01 thrc.:e 
children. Capt. \\'. ,\. Grec\'er was the third in order of birth ui tin: children 
born to his parents. They \\'crc named as follow,.;: :'IIar;.- :\nne, single-. ciicd in 
Kentud::I'; Bennett \Y. diee! in Boone Count\·. Ark .. where he 'las 
ll1crchandising (he \vas in the conlIni~~ar\"· departnlt!nt 1 lunictk:ratc 
during the w~r I; .\dcline is no\\' :'IIrs. Crawford: ·john. who \,a:i a suldier in 
Conf~derate Arm\', was killed at EI Durado. _\1'k., in J S(:;, W . .-\, Gr,'cn:r 
\\'as reared on a fann, anJ rccci\·cd a fair Engli~l1 CdUCltiull: In lS59 he Ca'l11t.! 

to .-\rkansas, and \Va~ ~ngag~d in the ~~:anufacturc l!t' \\'hc:l:-fan:-; ,d1en }1,1t.:. wa; 
broke out. He then jenned Company L, mack, up 01 Arkalb3:i mC:l1. 3n" !Olllec, 
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Clifford's battalion of !l'lissouri troops, serving about two years as a private. 

He then recruited and organized a company, and subsequently was made cap

tain of Company C, Harall's battalion, Cabbell's brigade, Arkan~as troops, 

which he commanded with abilitv on many a bloody battlefield unttl the close 

of the war. He operated in l\fissouri, Arkansas and Louisiana, and partici

pated in the battles of Prairie Grove, Poison Springs, Mark's Mil!, Jcn~(in.s' 

Ferry, etc. He was on many expeditions, and st~rted on ~he Pt:lce ~'ald III 

Missouri, but was detached at Pocahontas, and remamed III MlssoLlr! untt! after 

Price's retreat. He escaped without being captured or wounded, and was 

paroled at l'Vlarshall, Tex., at the close of the war. After that he started for 

Mexico, but when he got as far as San Antonio he abandoned the project and 

remained in the Lone Star State three yeal·s. Returning to Arkansas he was 

married in what is now Boone Countv, in 1869, to Miss Lydia Redus, who was 

born in Fayette County, Ala., and wllo is the daughter of Henry and Elizabeth 

Redus, both natives of Alahama, and both born in the year 1808. Mr. and 

Mrs. Redus were married in Alabama, and from there Mr. Redus removed to 

Mississippi about 1856, his wife having died in Alabama. About 1868 he 

came to what is now Boone County, Ark., and here he died in 1892. Mr. 

Redus was a farmer, but he was also a Southern Methodist minister for nearly 

half a century. For seventy-two years he was a church member, and was a 

Mason for several years. To \V. A. Greever and wife were born seven children : 

Ollie, Carrie, Auta, Edwin A., Willie, Garland G. and Joseph H. Since his 

marriage Mr. Greever has resided in Boone County, near Lead I Iill. For 

some time he was engaged in rrerchandising at that place, but for the most 

part he has been a large land and stock speculator. He is now the owner of 

about 4,000 acres in Boone and Marion Counties and in Missouri, and is the 

largest tax payer in the county, and has been for ten years. Mr. Grecver is 

also a stockholder and director in the Boone County Bank. All his property 

is the result of energy and perse\'crance on his part since the war. He is a 

Royal Arch Mason, a member of Polar Star Lodge No. 224, and of the chap

ter at Mountain Home, Ark., dimitted from the latter. Politically he has 

ever been a Democrat, and all his people before him affiliated with that party 

except his eldest brother, who was a \'-'hig until after the war closed, and when 

that party dissolved he attached himself to the Democrat party. His first 

presidential vote was cast for Breckinridge in 1860. 

JAMES. E, \VEBB. Special adaptability to any calling in life is the one 

necessary adjunct to permanent success, and as a tiller of the soil James E. 

\Vebb seems to be "to the manner born," for he has one of the finest fanns on 

the Sylamore River, of which he has become the owner through his own 

efforts. He was born in Roane County, Tenn., in 1825, a son of Allen and 

Rebecca (Webb) 'Vebb, the former of whom was born in the Old North State, 

and the latter is supposed to have been born in east Tennessee. After resid

ing in Roane County for some time they moved to Bradley County, Tenn., in 

1855 or 1856, and then came.to Arkans~s and t~ok up their residence in Hemp

stea~ County, where they hved and died, havll1g followed the occupation of 

farmll1g throughout life. The immediate subject of this sketch received his 

education in Roane and Bradley Counties, Tenn., and when a yount> man of 

nineteel: ?t;ars he commenced farming in the last named county oI~his own 

responslblhty, and there continued to till the soil until I8~9, when he came to 

~rkansa~, an~ from that tim.e up ~o 1860 tilled the soil in 'Hempstead County, 

51.nee which tIme he has reSided Il1 Stone County, and has made his home on 

hiS present fine farm of 400 acres since 1869. This land is exceptionally pro

ductive, and on the 125 acres.that are under cultivation large crops are raised 

annually. The place IS well1l11proved also, and besides good farm buildings 
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of ali kinds the fences are sightly and ,.ubstantial; in fact. cverything about 
the placc IIlliIcZltcs that thc owner is thntty, lIltclhgcnt and industriolls. All 
this property has becll acquired since the war, for during that time, or from 
July, 186.\. until the close of thc war, he joined the Third Arkansas Cavalr\', 
U. S. A .. and was ill a number of engagements. In 184, he was married to 
:'IIiss l\Iary D,l\'is, of Bradley County. East Tenn., and to their union nine chil
dren \ncrc gi,·cn. all of whom reside Inthin a few miles of hO:l!e witil one 
exception. :\l.r. and :\[rs. \\'ebb are men:bers of the :\lissionary Baptist 
Churc~l, of which he has been a member ~ll1ce boyhood, !lIld is nO,wholding 
the office of deacon. He is a member of Lll1dsey Lodge of the ,\. I·. & A. ]).1., 
and politically is a Republican. ' 

CAPT. Rl':XIA)ll?\ F. BODE:\HA)lER. It has been clearly demonstrated time 
and time again that .. honesty is the best policy." and ~dlilc a man rna\' not 
gain wealth so rapidiy, yet he can look his fellow-man in the face without fear 
of reproach, and knoll' that. he has wronged no one, and therefore can thor
oughly enjoy what he has. Such a man is Capt. B. F. Bodenhamer. who was 
born in Greene County. 1'110., in 1S43. the son of Chapman \\'., I\'ho was a na
tive of Giles County, Tenn., and grandson of Jacob Bodenhama, who was 
one of the very earliest settlers of Greene County, ::\! 0 .. 11 is farm bein:.[ situ
ated on the prairie about six miles east of Springfield. Chapman \\'. i30den
hamer came to Baxter County. Ark., from \Vebster Count\', l\Iu., in 18,,0. and 
here is still lil'ing at the age of :;c\'enty years. liis attention has be<:n ,,!,'en 
to farming all his life. and he was for some time judge of the Counl\' Co~rt of 
\\'ebstcr County. During the war he was a member of the :\lis,(oUl'i State 
::\filitia, His \yife, who was Luc\' W. Burford, was born in Tennessee. In 
'Webster County Benjamin F. BOLlenhamer attended the common schools for 
some time, then entered \\\'man Uni\'ersitv of St. Louis, which he attended 
until the spring of 1862. in July of that year he dropped his books and 
entered the Federal service, becoming a member of Company E, Eighth M:s
souri Infantry, as a pri\'ate, from which he was promoted to a captaincy. He 
was with the Eighth :\Iissouri throughout the entire war, and sern:d in ~!is
souri, Arkansas and Tennessee, taking part in the battles of Prairie Grove. 
Forsyth, Bloomfield, l\Io., Devall's Bluff, Little Rock, besides other 
ments of less note and numerous skirmishes. He \\'as ne\'er severe!,· 
and August 5, 1865, was honorably discharged at St. Louis, after which he 
returned home. He then attended school for one year and then turned his 
attention to merchandising in Webster County, :'.10. In lSi! he came to 
what is no\\' Baxter County, at l\lountain Home, in partnership with G. Potter, 
but at the end of se\'en years became associated with J. H. Case in his stead. 
and this connection lasted two years, Following this he was associated with 
James Littlefield eight years, and since then has been in business alone. DJ.!r
ing all this time he has also given much attention to farming and handling 
stock, and has met with fair success. He and James Littlefield arc the joint 
owners of five farms, and he owns three farms of his OWll in various portions 
of the county. his own land amounting to 450 acres and that which lIe owns 
with l\lr. Littlefield SSo acres. His time is fuilyoccupied and he mar be 
termed one of the "hustlers" of Baxter County. for his property has been 
acquired through his own good management and foresight. A.lthough he is 
active in politics and a stanch Republican, he is not an official aspirant. for he 
has no time for that work, his entire attention being required in the manage
ment of his business interests. He is a member of the L O. O. F., in which he 
has attained to the encampment, and he has represented his lodge in the 
Grand Lodge of the State. In IS75 he was married to Lily B. Howard, of this 
county, but a native of \\,isconsin, and by her has six sons and one daughter. 
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Mrs. Bodenhamer is a member of the Christian Church and is an amiable and 
worthy lady. 

\VILLlAM S. MAYS. This gentleman is a worthy representative ~f that 
honest, industrious and law-abiding class that has help~d make AI!lenca the 
most favored nation on the face of the globe. He has tIlled the soIl from his 
earliest youth, and in addition has devoted considerab.le attention to me~·
chandising, in both of which occupations he has been qUIte successful. He IS 
a native of the county in which he is now living, his birth having occurred in 
1852, he being the only child born to his parents, John and Emi!y (Tutt) 
Mays, who were born in Alabama and Searcy County, Ar~., resI?ectlvely, the 
birth of the former occurring about 1826. He came wIth hIS parents to 
Searcy County where he was married and located on a smail farm on Buffalo 
River, where he was left a widower when the subject of this sketch was about 
one year old. The latter was placed in charge of his Grandfather Tutt, and 
Mr. r-oIays started on the overland journey to California, but when within 
about three miles of the California line he sickened and died, his death 
occurring about six months after that of his wife. He was a man of excellent 
habits, was industrious and upright, and was universally respected. His 
father, James May, is supposed to have been an Alabamian, from which State 
he came to Searcy County, Ark., when the country was in a primitive condi
tion and located in the vicinity of St. Joe, where he spent the rest of his life 
as an honest and industrious farmer and blacksmith. He died in 1876 at the 
age of eighty· five years. He was married five times and reared four different 
families of children, twenty-one in all. He was a Democrat politically, was a 
devout member of the Methodist Church, and was of Irish ancestry. The 
maternal grandfather, Benjamin Tutt, was a Tennesseean and came from his 
native State to Arkansas, being one of the first white settlers of the northern 
part of this State. He was a typical frontiersman, was very fond of the chase 
and became a noted Nimrod throughout the State. He died in 1871 at the 
age of sixty-nine years, having reared a family of seven children: Skelton, 
who died at Corinth, Miss., while serving in the Confederate Army; James H.; 
Julia, wife of Jackson Osborn; Rachel, the deceased wife of Dr. Evans; Mary 
Ann, the deceased wife of C. W. Keeler; Nancy Jane, wife of the above men
tioned C. W. Keeler, and Emily (Mrs. Mays). The mother of these children 
died in 1861, she and her husband having been members of the United Baptist 
Church, and he a Republican in politics. The subject of this sketch was 
reared by his Grandfather Tutt, with whom he made his home until he was 
seventeen years of age, having up to this time received but limited educa
tional advantages. In 1871, at the early age of nineteen years, he was mar
ried to Sarah, daughter of Hiram and Rebecca Baker, Tennesseeans, who 
early settled in Arkansas where the father died in 1858, his widow surviving 
him. Mrs. Mays was born in this county and has borne Mr. Mays the follow
i~g ~hildren: John, Emily (wife of Robert Terrell), Frank, Jean, George, 
EdwlIl, Maud and James W. (deceased.) Mr. Mays is the owner of a fine 
farm of 3IO acres, in several different tracts, some of which is fine river bot
tom !and and very fertile and valuable. All his property has been acquired 
by hIS own efforts and he has every reason to be satisfied with the result of 
his labors. He has resided on his present farm since 1872 and for about four 
years past has been engaged in merchandising on this farm, and in the latter 
enterprise has had a partner since 1894. the firm being now known as Mays 
& Lay. They do a general mercantile business and Mr. Mays is also a mem
ber.~f the firm of Mays & Lu~~, millers and ginners. He is a Republican in 
polItIcs, has held the office of Justice of the peace for four years, and socially 
IS a member of the A. F. & A. M. Lodge No. 317, of St. Joe. 
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HON. WILLIAM L. THOMPSON. This gentleman affords in his life and its 
success another evidence that industry, economy and integrity constitute the 
keynote to honorable competency. His walk throucrh life has been character
ize~ by the. ;;trictest prob.ity and he has at all timbes manifested exceptional 
busmess abIlIty and foresIght. Popular, efficient and faithful would be the 
verdict p:lssecl. upon the, character and the official standing of :\lr. Thompson 
by any good CItIzen of Cleburne County of whom the question miaht be asked, 
and that he is deserving of these titles is well known. He is a ~lative of the 
State in which he now lives, his birth having occurred in Arkansas County 
August I, 1861, and is a son of Rev. Zachariah and Abigail (Freeman) 
Thompson, who were bOrI! in Louisiana, New Orleans being the mother's birth
place. The father was a traveling i\lethodist Episcopal minister, a member of 
the Little Rock Conference, and became a presiding elder. He died at De Witt, 
Ark., in 1867! at the age of forty-seven years, and thc mother died in 1888 
when about fifty-seven years of age. After the death of Rev. Thompson she 
married Rev. R. H. Sanders, also a Methodist minister. William L. Thomp
son was fifteen years of age at the time he left his native county, and for some 
time thereafter he clerked in a store and worked on a farm in Clark County, 
and from 1879 to 1882 \Va,; in a saw mill at Dobyville. He then located in 
Quitman, Cleburne County, and for some time after kept the books for Skillern 
& Co., and when the county of Cleburne was organized he became deputy 
clerk under Col. T. J. Andrews, and for three years was elected clerk of 
the county, a position for which his abilities eminently fitted him. Two years 
latcr he became a member of thc real estate firm of Moore, Case & Thompson, 
and with these gentlemen did a great deal to build up, improve and make Cle
burne the magnificent agricultural region and flourishing county that it now is. 
Mr. Thom p50n has given time, influence and money to the good of his sec
tion, has identified himself with every interest of the county and is one of the 
most substantial and highly honored of her citizens. He is the owner of 1,300 
acres of mineral and timber land, the result of good management and enter
prise, and has ever shown himself to be up with the times, wide-awake and 
pushing. In 1888 he was married to Miss LutieAudigier, a daughter of Emile 
Audigier, by whom he has three sons. !\Ir. Thompson is a stanch Democrat 
in politics and has ever labored for the good of his party, although he has 
never been an aspirant for public office. He is a citizen of whom the county 
has every reason to be proud, and has left an impress on his section that will 
long be felt. 

e DR. JAMES M. ROBINSON. This successful old medical practitioner is well 
known for his genial personality, his ready and kindly sympathy with those 
who come to him as invalids, and for this reason his clientele is perhaps even 
larger than would have been attracted by his recognized ability an? .the 
sLlccess which has attended his efforts. He belongs to that class of phYSICIans 
who recognize the fact that there is something more than a barren ideality in 
"ministerinCT to a mind diseased," or, in other words, that the mental con
dition of th~ patient has in many cases much to do with his physical condition, 
and always endeavors to leave his patients in a happy and hopeful frame of 
mind where the nature of the disease renders this possible. The Doctor was 
born in Marion COLlnty, Ala., October 16, 1823, a son of Samuel and Elizabeth 
(Evans) Robinson, the former of whom was born in North Car~lina .an.d ~oo~ 
up his residence in Alabama at an early day. He later settled l~ ~IlSSlSSIPPI, 
and died there in 1848. His widow afterward removed to L<?Ul.slana, ~ ... here 
she was called from life in 1865. The Doctor was the ~ourth of. eIght chIldren 
born to this worthy couple, whose names are here gI~'en: :\:[ll1!:n:a, Reese; 
Sarah (Forsythe), of Boone County, Ark.; James 1\1., Samuel, \\lllIam, Lucy 
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J. and David T., the latter b~ing a physician. c:[ Cooper, Tex" and he and 
Samuel and 'William were soldIers durrng the CIvd vVar. James lwans, grand
father of the Doctor, was an Englishman by birth, was an early emigrant to 
America, took part in the Revolutionary War and died in Alaban2<l:' The 
Robinsons came of Scotch-Irish ancestry, and both Samuel and hlrzabeth 
Robinson held to the Presbyterian faith, the father being a Demucrat 
politically. Dr. Robinson was a boy of fourte,:n yeal:s wh~n he was tak~n to 
Mississippi, and in 1857 he entered the MemphIS MediCal College and dId IllS 

first practicing in Mississippi. In 1859 he came to Arkansas and located in 
Hemlstead County, but since 1867 has been a re~ident of Boone Coun~y and 
an active practitioner of Bellefonte. He practIces all branches of IllS pro
fession, is a skillful surgeon, and his patronage extends over a large terrrtory. 
He has now reached th'e age of three-score years and ten, and the infirmities 
of age that are slowly but surely creeping upon him have I:endered him unfit 
for the long night rides through wind and rain, and he feels that after the 
active life he has led it is but just that he should" rest from the burden and 
heat of the day." He was married in Alabama to Lucinda McDonald, who 
died in 1849, leaving three children: Elizabeth, Mary and John W. In ISso 
the Doctor married Sarah Fisher, who was called from life in 1868, having 
become the mother of seven children, six of whom survive: David T., vVilliam 
M., Henry, Wiley S. (deceased), Llewellyn, Sarah J. and an infant deceased. 
For his third wife the Doctor took Martha A. Bruton, a daughter of Jacob 
Bruton, who was killed during the war. Dr. Robinson's third union resulted 
in the birth of six children, but only two lived: Edward L. and Columbus B.; 
Huldah ]. died in 1892 at the age of seventeen years; Charles H., Marlin, 
and James M. died when young. Th.e most of the Doctor's children reside in 
Boone County, arc married and have families, his grandchildren numbering 
nineteen. Dr. and Mrs. Robinson are members of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, and he is considered one of the foremost citizens of the county. 1 Ie is 
the owner of a fine grist mill fitted up with the roller process, and which has a 
capacity of fifty barrels per day, and he has also been actively engaged ill the 
raising of stock and the drug business. The measures of the Democrat 
party have always received his support, and socially he is a member of Belle
fonte Lodge of the A. F. & A. 1\1. His children are among the 1110st highly 
respected people of the county, and he has every reason to be proud of their 
untarnished records. Although in the autumn of life, he is yet hale and 
hearty. 

\VILLlAM HENRY NELSUN. Popular, efficient and faithful, such would be 
the verdict passed upon the character and official standing of our subject by 
any good citizen of Stone County, Ark., of whom the question might be asked. 
He holds the responsible position of county clerk, and is a public-spirited, 
law-abiding citizen whom to know is to regard with I-espect. He is a native 
of the county in which he now lives, his birth having occurred December 17, 
1862, his parents being]. G. B. and Caroline J. (Bishop) Nelson, natives of 
the Palmetto State, where they were reared and married. After residing in 
Tennessee for some time they came to Arkansas and located in Bickles Cave, 
I~ard C:ounty (now Stone County), where the father is still living at the age of 
slxty-el~ht years, and where the mother died in 1873. Mr. Nelson has always 
been a farme,r, a~d has been prominent in the affairs of his section, holding 
the office of JustIce of the peace for a number of years. During the Civil War 
~e was in the Confederate service four years, anc! during this time participated 
111 many battles. He was captured at Chickamauga and taken to Camp Doug
las where ?e w,:s. kept u1?-tll the close of the war. He has always been a 
Democrat 111 politics, and IS a worthy member of the Baptist Church. The sub-
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ject of this sketch who is popularly known as "Dick" Nelson, was educated in 
Melbourne Academy, and cO.mmenced to do for himself at the age of twelve 
years. He labored at anythlIlg he could find to do of an honorable nature 
and by attending school whenever an opportunity presented itself, he wa~ 
enabl.ed to begin teaching when guite yo lIng, having paid for his schooling by 
workIng on a farm. After teachIng four terms he bought the Expositor and 
ehani':ed the name ?f the paper to tl.w StOlle COUlity Blade, which he published 
successfully for e:ght years. Whlle thus employed he sen-ed as county 
exam1l1cr, then resIgned that office to accept the one he now holds, to which 
he was elected in 1892. 1'I1r. Nelson is in evcry sense of the word a self-made 
man, and from earliest childhood was a great 10\'er of books, his taste in this 
respect being much gratified by the kindness of Joseph Hixson, who loaned 
him many interesting volumes. This taste has remained with him to the 
present, and he is a remarkably well-posted man on current literature as well 
as on all popular questions of the day. May 1, I~S/' he was married to Miss 
Queen E. 'Winston, a daughter of S. H. \Vinston, and to their union three 
children have been born: \Ninifred, Ruth and Blanche. Mr. Nelson and his 
wife are members of the Methodist Church, and he is a Democrat politicallv, 
and socially is a member of the 1. O. O. F. . 

JUDGE J. A. RAMBO. The sons of Tennessee are well represented in 
Searcy County, Ark., and they hold conspicuous places in many pursuits 
which make that county a substantial star in the galaxy of Arkansas' many 
interesting counties. Judge Rambo is a substantial resident of the same, and 
while he is interested in the public welfare and pays strict attention to his 
private affairs, he shirks no duties as a loyal citizen. His birth occurred in 
Tennessee December 23, 1841, a son of ]. A. and Martha (Moore) Rambo, 
who were Tennesseeans also. The family came to Arkansas in 1847. and 
located in what is now Boone County, and after several changes they moved 
to the vicinity of the Red River, where the father died in 1874. He was a 
stanch Union man during the war, a strong Republican after that struggle, 
and throughout life followed agricultural pursuits. The subject of this sketch 
was the only child born to his parents, for his mother died soon after his 
birth, but his father married again and by his second wife became the father 
of one son, J. 'vV. Rambo, and by his third wife became the father of two 
children: Rachel C. and Newton Z. The father of these children was a mem
ber of the Missionary Baptist Church, was public spirited, enterprising and 
industrious, and by his upright and honorable mode of li\'ing commanded the 
utmost respect from all who knew him. Judge J. A. Rambo spent his boyhood 
days in this county, in the public schools of which he acquired a practical 
education, and when the great Civil 'vVar came up he enlisted in the Second 
Arkansas Cavalry and served until the war closed, participating in some of the 
battles of the Price raid. He was an excellent soldier, faithful to every duty, 
and immediately after his return home entered upon the duties of civil life 
with vigor, and in 1866 became the owner of a farm on ~ed River, eigh~ miles 
south of Marshall, comprising 164 acres of arable farmmg land, on wll1ch he 
has made his home ever since. He has been successful in this branch of 
human endeavor, and the admirable appearance of his place indicates that a 
man of thrift and energy is at the head of affairs. He has always supported 
the men and measures of the Republican party, and was elected on that ticket 
in 1891 to the office of county judge, was reelected in 1893, and is at present 
discharging the responsible duties of this position in a manner calculated to 
win him the hiahest praise. He is a prominent member of the A. F. & A. M. 
at Marshall, A;.k., has always manifested much interest in the educational 
affairs of his section, and he and his wife are worthy members of the Baptist 

39 
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Church. His marriage was celebrated in 1864 with ~iss S. C. I-ram, a dalwhtcr of E. S. Ham, of this county, and has resulted In the buth of the foU,;'wiIJIT children: Martha E., wife of William O'Neal; C. D., who is farming on Red "River, in this county; Tabitha j., wife of Samuel Beverage, of this county; Randolph, Columbia and Oscar. Alexander and Adolphus are 
deceased. 

REV. WILLIAM H. H. RUBLE. Rev William H. H. Ruble, in addition to looking after the spiritual we.]fare of his fellows, d:votes n:1uch of his attention to tillin" the soil in Harrison Township, of whIch sectIOn he has been a resident for" nearly twenty years.. I Ie was born in Bradley County, Tenn., in I~Ljl, a son of John G. and Esther (Fine) Ruble, the ~atter a native of Washington County, Tenn. The father died when our subject was but thirteen months old and it is not known ill what State he was born. I Ie was a farmer and about sixtv vears old at the time of his dcath. He served in the War of llil2, anel dur(ng' the latter part of his life was a class leader and prominent member of the Methodist Episcopal Church. Mr. Ruble was of Dutch ori<rin. After his death the mother of our subject m~rried John Frizzell and ~pellt"'the remainder of her life in Tennessee, dying in Marion County in 1875, after having been an earnest and worthy member of the Methodist Episcopal Church for many years. Sire was a daughter of Elislla Fine, who diee! in \Vashington COLInty. Tenn., where he followed farming. 1 Ie was also of Dutch origin. Mr. and ;\Irs. Ruble were the parents of six children, as foIIo\\·s: Vinett E., Malinda, Melvina, deceased; David died while in the army; Franklin died in Crawford County, Mo., and oursubject. The latter had limited &:educational advantagcs in his youth, having spent much of his time in assisting on the farm, and could not ITad when twenty-live years of age. I Ie then joined church and had a great desire to becollle a mini,ter, but was prevented on account of his limited schooling. I Ie immediately L'q;an to learn to read and by diligcnce and perseverance became a well-posted Illan. I Ie was married in l\1ariol1 County, Tenn., April 5, ISOI, to Miss Nancy Pickett, a native of Marion County and the daughter of John A. and Ruth Pickett. 1\1rs. Ruble died on April 3~, 181i[, in Boune COllnty. She was an excellent wife and mother and her luss \Va;; deeply felt. Ten children were born to this union as follows: J()hn F. dicd in infancy; Sarah L. married Horac,~ i'l'!cElroy, of lloone County; l'erzetta A., wife of Thomas Cobb, of Marioll COUllt~·, 1\rk.; George \V., a prominent physician of Bellefonte; Jesse L., of Indian Territory; James \Villiam, TholllasL., Esther lVI., Nancy J I. F. and Rutii Ann. Un the 2Rth of July, ISRr. 11.'11'. Ruble llIarried Rosetta Watkins, a native of (~illllore County, Ga., and the daughter of H emy and Lucinda \Vatkins, natives of Geoq:;ia. 1\1r. ane! Mrs. \Vatkius moved from their native State to Benton COllnty, /\rk., and later to Boone County, where Mrs. Watkins died in June, 18S7. !\Ir. \Vatkins is still living and is engaged in fanning. lIe was a soldier in the Confederate Army. To ~Ir. and IVIrs. Ruble have bcen born six childr~n, fi\'e flOW living: Odus and Otis, twins, th(' former deceased; Pearl L., ,\rizona Virgia, Rosetta .i\Tvrtle and Vinett Elbert. On the 2d of September, ISC,4, .1\Ir. Ruble enlisted' in Company C, Sixth Tennessee Volun~e<:l: Infantry, l;~11l()!1 /\rmy, and was discharged June 30, 1865, aftcr operating Il1 I ennessee and (,eorgla. He was never captured or wounded, ane! after the war returned to his family in Marion County, Tenn. There he followed farming until 1 li75, whell he carne to Boone County and for four years was OIl his present farm, three miles north of Harrison, where he had 154 acres with about 125 uuder cultivation. He was bailiff for a number of years while residing in TellI:essee. !n the yca:- 1885 he was made a deacon in the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, and1l1 1890 was made an elder in the same. Since then he 
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has supplied, several appointments, and during I::;9~ and tri93 filled the 
of the l[~rnson CIrcmt, He has bee~ enga;.;cd in church \\'ork f"r qllitt: a 
number 01 years and IS an actIl'e :lnd Incessant wurker for the iI!as!LT. l\Ir, 
Ruble is a mcmb.cr of Phil. C~rney Post, G, :\. R" :llld is chap:aill of the: ,,\. F. 
& A. 11., Polar Star Lodge ]\0. :)24, Lead Hill and lklkfolltc He 
is a Knight Templar at Harrison and has taken twelve 
Politically he is a Republican . 

.'\:\DREW J: IICDSO:-:. L\lthough Jackson Towmhip, :-';cwton Ark .. 
is \\"(;11 known tor the pu:-;h, energy and enterprise of its far:ncL-:' ~tu.::'k-
rai.scr~, j\ndrc\v ]. Hudson stands in the van in that 3th"! thr(Y\,l~h 
industrious and honorabic efforts is now the owner of a Ltrm '00 
acres with 100 acres under cultivation. I Ie is il nati\"c of to;\'r1ship. h;.)rn 
Decclnbcr 14. IS531 and here gTe\V to inanhood and received his cl~r;ca~ivn. 
In the year 18;-5 he I\'as married to i\Ii~s 1\bry :\1. tlllI'e", a nat;n: of 
County. Tenn., and the daughter ofWllliarn and l\lariah Dupee. nat;n> o! 
nessee. The parents were married in the latter State, but abuut IC:~:, 
came to Newton County, Ark., where :'IIrs. Dapce receh~cd her !lna! O"':ll:nOrlS" 

1\Ir. Dupee is still li\'ing and is a prominent farmer of Boone . He is 
a worthy and earnest member of the 1\J issionary B<tptist Chmcil "nd a nUll 

highly cstecmed in thc community. To :'11'. and :'Ill's" Hudson hi""C bCC:!l b,}m 
an interesting family of nine childrc:n: "'aney, \\,iltiam S:lIT1ud, Letha 
James Carroll, Columbus :'II.. Wiley Andrew, John Floyd, Lt:elh .:1.1l!l 
Grover Cleveland. After the \\''1.r :.II'. Hudson lin:d ncar )'leHtllt Parthcnon 
for 6ve years and then lnovcd to his present tarnl \\-herc he i::~:-; rc::;idcd :-::inct:. 
He is one of the most extensi\'e farmers and stockrai:;ers of tite C;J~E1t\" and 
one of the county's substantial and \vorthy citizens. lndu::-;t:~ou~ and enter
prising he merit-;; and has the respect and esteem of all. 
1\laster l\!ason, a member of Buffalo Lod;:;e );0. 366. He is next (0 

est child born to the marriage of the bte :-;amucl Hucbo!1 See l. 
his political views he is a stanch advocate of Democratic principle,"" and his 
first presidential vote was cast for Grovcr Ck\'cland in 189::. 

V,WID DEARIE!'!. He whose name heads tbis sketcb is a 
citizen in harmony with advanced ideas, intelli~ent pro~ress, and t:le best 
methods of improving agricultural pursuits, and the ::;:ood of his country g'cn-
erally. He first saw the light of day in I'ike County. IiI., in 3. 5tH! of 
A. M. and Elizabeth (Carr) Dearien, the fonn:r of whom was a and 
remo\'ed from that Statc "to lilinois, thence to Arkansas ahout 
first located on White Ri\'er, thcn I11O\'ed to Richwuods. and in 
the father still resides and makes his home with his ch'ldren. He is a fine 
old citizen, honorable in every particular, and is a worthy mcrnh,,[ ci the 
Missionary Baptist Church. For a short time GurinQ th" Civil \\'~;r h" was 
in the Confederate service" Iii, wife, \\'ho is deceased, bore him two children: 
David and Mrs. 1\1. B. Webb, of this county. ,\iter the public 
schools, and assisting his father in the dUlies of tht~ farm. CO'l111)(:;;;:ea 
farmin~ for him."clf at the age of nineteen, and in pursuinc; this occupation 
found that his early training stood him in good stead, and illS ope:'ations wtre 
attended with good success from the start. He did his first 
of the soil near TImbo. but since that time has owned land in various 
the neighborhood of Timbo. About eight years ago he put up a at that 
place, which he has ever since operated WIth good success. and for some time 
also conducted a rreneral mercantile estahlishment at that place. A few years 
acro he came to wl~ere he now Ii\'es, his farm here heing an exceptioluily fertile 
a~d well tilled one. He has also conducted a mill here until in fact, 
is a wide-awake business man, thoroughly posted on all matters general 



702 A RE~l[NISCEKT HISTORY 

interest. He was married to Miss Sarah M. 'Webb, a daughter of James \Vcbb, 
and to their union four sons and four dauO"hters have been born. He and his 
wife are members of the Missionary BaptistChurch, and soci~lly he is a Mason. 

THOMAS GRAVES. This gentleman is one of those thrifty anl~ energetic 
farmers of which Searcy County, Ark., has become \\"ell known, and 1Il the con
duct of his affairs has shown good judgment and busincss foresight. He is a 
native of Tennessee, born September 27, 1827, a son of J,acob and Mary 
(Counts) Graves, who were born in Connecticut and 1'\orth CarollIla, respect
ively, but who were early residents of Tennessee, Ir: whl~h St.atethe mother 
was called from life, the father's death occurring- 111 rVIISSISSlppl some time 
after the war, when nearly one hundred years old. He was a farmer and black
smith by occupation, and a participant in one of the Indian wars under Gen. 
Jackson. His father, \Villiam Graves, was a soldier of the Revolution anel was 
of Irish descent. The maternal grandfather of the subject of this sketch,] ohn 
Counts, was of German extraction and he also sen'ed in the Colonial Army 
during the Revolution. The subject of this sketch was one of twelve children 
born to his parents, four of whom are living at the present time, and he IS the 
only one of the family who came to this part of the State. He and three broth· 
ers, John, \Villiam and Jacob, served in the Union Army during the Civil \Var 
and were brave and faithful soldiers to the cause they espoused. The early 
days of Thomas Graves were spent in Tennessee and Mississippi, and unfortu
nately he recei\'ed only a small amount of schooling. In [::\40 he became a 
resident of Arkansas and located in Yell County on the Arkansas River. From 
that section he enlisted in the Third Arkansas Cavalry of Volunteers, under 
CoL Lyon, and during the eighteen months that he was in the service he fought 
some hard battles, and was wounded ncar Dardanelle, on the Arkansas River, 
by a gunshot, which so undermined his constitution that he has never enjoyed 
good health since. He was wounded three times in thc same fight. After the 
war he returned to Yell County, but in 1874 came to Searcy County, and here 
has become a well-known and well-to-do citizen. He is the owner of 310 acres 
of fine farming land on Bcar Creek, the result of his own good management, 
foresight and energy, and hehasalways interested himself in everything tending 
to benefit his section. His farm is situated ten miles from the town of Marshall 
and that place is his postoffice address. Socially he is a member of the A. F. 
& A. M., and Marshall Lodge of the L O. O. F. He was married in Yell 
County to Miss Eliza Englebright, a daughter of John J. and Mary (Stinnett) 
Englebright, who were of English and Irish descent, respectively, the former 
being a native of the Hoosier State and a son of John J. Englebright. The 
Englebrights were early settlers of Yell County and the grandfather died there 
in 1848, his son, John].. also passing from life there in 1888. MI·s. Engle
bright was born in Georgia and was a daughtcr of Maj. Henry Stinnett. Mrs, 
<;ir~ves wa~ o,:e of the eleven children born to her parents, four of whom arc 
iIVlIlg at thiS time. She had two brothers who participated in the Civil War: 
Marion! who was a soldier in the Confederate Army, and Henry, who was in 
the UnIOn Army. Mrs. Graves was born January 18, 1837, in Yell County, 
Ark., v.:here ~he obtained a good education in the common schools. In 1857 
her unIOn With Mr. Graves was consummated, and this worthy couple have 
long been connected with the Cumberland Presbyterian Church. They have 
many warm and devoted friends, have the respect of all who know them and 
are of the stuff of which substantial and desirable citizens are made. They have 
no family . 

. N. \V. \VOOI~. This successful ag-riculturist is a native of the county in 
whIch he now lIves and was born November 4, 1844, a son of William and 
Margaret (Roy) \Vood, the former of whom was born in Kentucky, a son of 
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Abraham VVood, also of that State, The latter removed first to Tennessee 
and from there to Marion County. Ark" and hcre V,'illialll Wood settled on 
the farm on Crooked Creek on which the subject of this sketch is now re:iid
ing, which place he greatly i,mprovedand tilled in such an intdli;..:cnt mannerthat 
hc bcca~ne noted as an, agrIculturIst and accumulated a competency, I Ie was 
sOl1lethmg ~f ,a hunter 111 an early day but gavc the most of his time to farming 
and stockr,lISIllg, and after a llseful and well-spent life was cailed to that 
"bourne \:'hen~e no ,traveler returns" in 1879, His father, Abraham \Vood, 
also ched III this sectIOn not long after coming here, :'IIargaret (Roy) \\'"od 
was bor~ III Tennessee, a daughter of Joseph Roy, who bl:came a rc:sidc:nt of 
Searcy County, Ark" at an early day, and in this State she was married to :\lL 
'Wood and by him became the mother of fourteen childen: :'IIarian, who died 
after her n)1arr~age with, Buck Treet; Polly A" who diet! youn;;; ;.,rancy, widow 
of James 1 hIlllps, of thiS county; A, L., who IS a farmer of thiS count\'; Abra
ham, who died young; Joseph, a farmer of this count\'; [ohn, also o(this sec
tion; N, W,; C. D" of Texas; :'Ilincn'a, who died young.; Ellen, also died earl\'; 
Lucinda is the widow of John Code; Matilda is the wih: of lames Holland, ;)f 
this county; Rachel died in childhood, The mother of these children is a 
resident of this county and is now in her seventy-fourth year. N, \\'. Wuod 
became familiar with farming in his youth and st:cured a fair education ill the 
common schools, At the age of twenty he be!.!'an farming' for himself on the 
old home place, a portion of which he purchased, and as a tiller of the soil and 
a stockraiser he has been successful and is no\v in independent fin:mcial circum
stances, He has residcd in his present home for the past cleven years. his 
estate comprising 360 acres, of which 150 acres lie along Crooked Cn:ek. 
being very rich bottom land, He was married in 1871 to :'IIiss Mollie \\'east. a 
daughter of Adam \Veast, who came to this section from her natil'c State of 
North Carolina at an early day, She and Mr.Wood have six children: 
Charles n, who is married and engaged in farming; Eden, :\Iaggie, Lee, _"lice 
and \Villiam. Mr. and Mrs, \Vood are members of the Missionary Baptist 
Church and arc highly regarded in the section in which thcy !i,'c, 

1\TA]. MATTHEW GEORGE NOR~IA:-l. Beginning life with a clear head. true 
heart and high purpose, lVlaj, Matthew George Norman pressed on past tht: 
ranks of adversity and became what he is to-day-one of the most prominent 
and honored of Oregon County's citizens, As a representative man of the 
county he is looked upon as one of the best type, ,Maj, ]l;'orman was born 
near \Vinchester, Franklin County, Tenn" February 27. 1830. and \\'as the 
seventh of eight children born to John and Elizabeth (Colquiti ;.,rorman, 
natives, respectively, of North Carolina and Georgia, The parents were prob
ably married in Tennessee, and she died in Alabama in 1835. He afterward 
\vas twice married, first to Tvliss Nancy Tompkins, and after her death to ;.,r aney 
Yealock. About the year 1833 he moved to Franklin County, Ala" and settled 
amon CT the Cherokee Indians. There his death occurred in the year 1862, when 
seventy-two years of age, He served in the \Var of 1812, and was in the bat
tle of Horsehoe Bend, serving as a corporal. In politics he was a Demo
crat, He had eight children born to his first marriage, one to his secon~i and 
four to his third, ;>'1aj, Norman divided his school days WIth a system at work 
on the farm in Alabama, and while still quite young in years began teaching 
school in Franklin County, In January, 1853, he came to :'IIissouri and located 
on rented land in Oregon County. Two years later he purchased ~20 3.c:'es of 
almost solid timber, which was then inhabited by deer and other WIld ammals, 
By hard work and perseverance he added to the o:i~inal tract as the years 
passed by and is now the owner of about goo acres ,Wlt~ 225 acres l1I?der CUltI
vation. His first official position was county and CirCUIt clerk to whIch he was 
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elected in 1859, when Oregon embraced a part of Shannon and Cen.ter Counties and all of what is now Oregon County. That offic~ he was holdrng at the breaking out of the war and, seeing the danger menac~ng the county records, he carried them off and concealed them in a cave on Prney Creek. There they remained from 1862 until 1865. In February, 1862, Maj. Norman vol,:rnteered in the Fourth Missouri Infantry, Company I, and was ~ade captmr: of the samC'. He remained in the Fourth until the battle of Connth, when h~s command was consolidated with the First Missouri Infantry, Company I, Confederate Army. He still commanded Company I until. the fall of Vicksburg, after which he came home and remained on parol untIl that fall, when he was made recruiting officer and organized a company ?f 125 men, tl;c same being organized into the Seventeenth Missouri Battalion: Our ~ubJect was then promoted to the rank of major, and held tha.t posItron untIl he surrendered June 6, 1865. He was a brave and fearless officer, and was 1I1 many battles: Farmington, Corinth, Baker's Creek, Black RIver and VIcksburg. He was also in the Price raid and took part in most of its battles. He was only taken prisoner once, at Vicksburg, and was struck by a spent bullet at that place. After the war until 1872 he turned his attention to dealing in cattle. Previous to the war, however, he studied law, was admitted to the bar, but never depended on it for a livelihood. In r872 he was elected to represent Oregon County in the General Assembly, and in r879 he was elected circuit and county clerk and recorder, holding that position for eight years. In 1892 he again represented his county in the Legislature, was subsequently public administrator and has held otherprominent positions. While in the Legislature he was on the eommittee of ways and means, and salary and costs. The first time he was in the Legislature he was on the committee of enrolled bills. In the year 1849 Maj. Norman was married to Miss Mary Ann Waits, daughter of Simeon \Vaits, and a native of Franklin County, Ala., born in 1831. Seven living children were born to this union: Modema, wife of J. W. Johnson, of Montana; J. F., the present circuit clerk; Julia Elizabeth, wife of Jasper Pierce, of this county; George R., a physician of 'Vinona, Shannon County; Lcwis P., postmaster at Alton; James c., merchant at Alton; William A., deputy clerk, and an infant deceased. Maj. Norman is a member of the Missionary Baptist Church, and is a Democrat in politics. He is a Mason and has filled every office in the order but one-wor.-;hipful master. He has represented his lodge in the Grand Lodge, and is a prominent member of that fraternity. JOHN S. F. NORMAN. A more popular citizen and official of Oregon County, Mo., cannot be found than John S. F. Norman, circuit clerk of the county. His conduct of the affairs of the office has been such as to commend him to the good opinion of the public regardless of party affiliation. He is a native of t~is county, born July 22, 1855, the son of Hon. Matthew G. and Mary Ann (,,valts) Norman. The father was born ncar Winchester, Franklin County, Tenn., February 27, 1830, but was reared in Franklin County, Ala., where he made his home until January, 1853, when he came to Oregon County, Mo. He was a soldier in the Civil \Var, and held the rank of major. When he first came to Oregon County there were few settlers, and his land was covere~ with a dense forest. This he cleared, and now has about 900 acres of land, WIth over ~25 acres under cultivation. He had very little of this world's goods to start wIth, a yoke of oxen and a wagon, and came here to get a home. Although he farmed for the most part, he also studied law and was admitted to t~e bar, but never depended on.his.profession for a livelihood. In 18S9, prevlOus. t.o the war, he .\~~s made CircUlt and county clerk, and was holding that pOSItIOn whe~ hostIlIties began. Seeing that the county records might be destroyed, he earned them off and concealed them in a cave on Piney Creek. 
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There they rem<l;ined until.the war was t;>ver. In 1872 he was elected to repre
sent the county m the Legislature, and m 1879 was elected circuit and county 
clerk and recorder, ~nd held that position eight years. In 1892 he was again 
elected to the Legislature, and he has held other prominent positions. His 
wife was born and reared in Franklin County, Ala. She is still living, and both 
she and her husband are devout members of the Missionary Baptist Church. 
Of the eight children born to them, seven ~re now living and are heads of 
families. Of these children our subject was second in order of birth. He 
received his education in this county and at Rolla, Mo. He grew up in the 
clerk's office, serving as deputy from 1873 until 1884, and then embarked in 
the furniture and hardware business at Thayer one year. After this he farmed 
one year, and was then elected circuit clerk and recorder, and has held that 
position since. He is the nominee of his party for another term. In 1382-83 
he was also clerk of the probate court. On April I, 1375, he married Miss 
Maggie J. Wilson, a native of Owsley County, Ky. Five children blessed this 
union, two sons and two daughters living, but one daughter is deceased. One 
son, Hosea E., is in Drury College; Nellie died when quite young; Otto is at 
home, as is also Clara A. and Bonnie O. Mr. and Mrs. Norman are Missionary 
Baptists, and he is clerk of the First Baptist Church, of Alton. 1\1r. Norman 
is a Mason, and has represented his lodge in the Grand Lodge. It is hardly 
necessary to add that he is a prominent Democrat in politics. 

STEPHEN BIRLEW is a native Tennesseean, born in Smith County, January 
I, 1842, the son of John and Wilbrey (Robinson) Birlew, the father a native 
of North Carolina and the mother of Tennessee. John Bidew was a young 
man when he went to Tennessee, and he there met and married Miss Robinson. 
who later moved with him to Christian County, Ky. There they resided until 
1853, when they came to Missouri and located three mi.les east of the present 
town of Winona, in the woods, then Pike Creek Va,lley, and here Mr. Bidew 
died in the valley in 1872, when about sixty-two years of age. Mrs. BirIew is 
still living and is now seventy years of age. She finds a comfortable home 
with her children. Mr. BirIew \vas justice of the peace for years, and at the 
time of his death was county treasurer. Farming and blacksmithing were his 
principal occupations during Efe, and he was unusually successful. Mr. Birlew 
was a Union man during the war and was for the Constitution. In poiitics he 
was a Democrat. Mrs. Birlew holds membership in the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. Their family consisted of ten children, of whom our subject was 
second in order of birth. The latter secured a fair education in Shannon 
County, and in 1861, when nineteen years of age, he enlisted in the Missouri 
State Guards, Confederate Army, but later joined a regiment in the Confeder
ate service. On account of sickness he did not get back into service until 
the fall of 1862, when he joined Col. Burbridge's regiment, cavalry, Company 
H, under Gen. Marmaduke, in ""hich he remained until the surrender in May, 
I86S, at Jacksonport, Ark. He was at home during the ;~'inter C!! 1864 and 
I86S. During service he participated in the battles of v\ Iison's Creek, Fort 
Scott Lexington and others. After joining l\1armaduke he was at Cape 
Girardeau Old Jackson Chalk Bluff St. Fraiicis River, Helena, Little Rock, 

" , . '-I ' H ~ansfield, ~amden, Pine Bluff, Jenkins' Ferry and Ple~sant r it. ~ escaped 
Without bemg wounded, and was only once taken prIsoner and he,d a sho~ 
time. After leaving the service he commenced farming on the old homesteaa, 
but was there only a few years when he homesteaded the p1tce where.l:e no:" 
lives. vVinona now stands on a part of this land, for he so~d a conslaera~le 
portion, and he has improved his place in ~very way. ~I~. Blrlew has held ~ne 
office of constable, and although he has orten been soaclt~d to accept ofi1.ce 
he has refused, preferring to keep on in the even tenor of IllS way. In poitncs 
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he i, a Democrat, and socially an Odd Fellow anel a member of thc Farmers Alliance. In 1873 Miss Nancy J. Taylor became his wife. ~he was born .in De Kalb County, Tenn., and is a worthy member of .the .h·ce-WIlI BaptIst Church. Nine living children have becn born to theIr UllIon, five sons and four daughtcrs, and one son is dcceased. . JOSEPH ADDISON POPE. Hc whose name heads thIS sketch has .been familiar with farm life from his earlie,t boyhood, anel as a follower of thiS the most useful of callings, he ha, ;lt all times shown good judgment, and has been successfuL He "\\·as born in \Vake County, N. C, in 1820, in which State his parents, Simon and l\lartha (Cole) Pope, \\'ercalso born, the birth of th.e father occurring in 1793. They m,ade theIr home JJ1 the Old Nortl: St;~te u,ntJ! about 1824, then removed to west feI1nessee, and both parents dIed Il1 henton County in I :'\40. They were highly respected citizens, werc honest and industrious, and became well to do as tillers of the soiL For a !lumber of years the f;lther taught school, and for some time he ;lbly filled .the offiee of justice of the peace. The paternal grandfather was for a short tIIne a soldier in the H.evolutionary War. I-Ic was of English origin and died ill Wake County, N. C, as did also his wife. The maternal grandfathcr, Thomas Cole, was a 'farmer and was killed in a neighborhood difficulty when Mrs. Pope was a small child. His wife died in Tennessee. Simon Pope became the father of nineteen children, only four of whom lived to be grown: If arriet J, who died in Benton County, Tenn., in 1801, the wife of Charles Cowell; Leonard H. died at Nashville, Tenn., while a prisoner of war; Joseph Addison; and Delancy, who died in Mississippi County, Mo., the wife of Samuel Fittle. The early educational advantages of Joseph Addison Pope were of quite a meager description, and he was reared to a knowledge of hard work on his father's farm. In 1844 he was united in marriage ill Benton County, Tenn., with Eliza A., daughter of Reuben and Sarah Bridg·es, who werc born in North Carolina and east Tcnllessee, respectively, ane! eventually breathed their last in Benton County, Tenn, In 1868, in Ripley CouIlty, Mo., Mrs. Pope was called from life, after she had borne her husband seven children: Delancy A., the deceased \\life of D. P. Thomas; Reuben, a farmer of Riplcy County; Simon, Joseph, Leonard, Eliza Jane and S'lrah, all of whom are dead except Reuben. In 1870 1\1r. Pope's second marriage occurred, l'drs. Harriet Pitman becoming his wife. She died five months later, and in 1872 he wedded Mrs. Emily Black, who died about two years later. In 1875 Mr. Pope marricd his present wife, ]\Iclissa Hart. He has been a resident of Ripl<.:y County, Mo., since r855, the journey by wagon to this section occupying about twenty-one days. Their home was in Buckskull until the opening of the Civil War, after which they resided at different places in the neighbohood until about sixteen years ago, when they settled in the woods on the farm on which they now reside. l'vlr. Pope owns ISO acres of well-improved land, is a thrifty and successful farmer, and being scrupulously honest in all his business transactions, he is universally respected. I'Ie has witnessed almost the entire development of the county and has assisted in bringing about this desirable state of affairs. Until. the opening of the war he was engaged in merchandising as well as farmIIlg. He has always been a Democrat politically, cast his first presidential vote for Polk in 1844, and for six years was justice of the peace in Tennessee. He is a member of Pitman Lodge No. 149, of the A. F. & A. M., and he and his wife are members of the Cumberla1d Presbyterian Church. 
GEORGE T. LEE. It is a plcasure and a privilege to record the character and en.terprise o~ men of business who, on account of their long tenure and extensIve operatIOns, comprise almost a history of the business in which they arc engaged. Of such men it is unnecessary to speak in words of colored praise. 
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.. By their acts ye shall kno~ .them." Their very existence is emphatic evi
dence of the honorable positIOn they occupy and the long course of just 
dealing t~at they have pursued. A gentleman in mind is George T. Lee, who 
was born III Jefferson County, Mo., February 22, 1844, a son of Giles and Ary 
(Graham) Lee. Giles Lee was born in Westmoreland County, Va., on March 
!O, 1796, a.n:d he was a son of John Lee, who came to thi~ coyntry from England 
III early times. The Great-grandfather Lee was a soldier In the Revolutionary 
War. Gi!es. L!!e ~vas. reared in Virginia and came to .Missouri in 1819, settling 
on the MISSISSIPPI River. There he passed the remamder of his days eno-ao-ed 
in farming and tanning, his death occurring in 1880. His wife was a nativ~ of 
Jefferson County, lV!0., born on Big River in 1827, and she was a daughter of 
one of the early pIOneers who came from Kentucky. Three children were 
given them: James W., George T. and Margaret V. William died in Wayne 
County, and Margaret married and in Wayne County. On the old home farm in 
Jefferson County our subject passed his youthful days, assisting on the same 
and attending the common schools. Later he entered the Western College at 
Arcadia, Iron County, and after finishing there began teaching school. From 
that he became a traveling salesman for a St. Louis dry goods house, con
tinued this for two years, and then engaged in business in 1869. Two years 
later, or in 1871, he moved to Mill Springs and opened a store which he 
carried on until 1873. From there he went West and engaged in prospecting 
and gold mining for five years, and was one of the party that discovered gold 
in Deadwood Gulch, Cal. Lee Street in Deadwood is named after him, as he 
had his tent on the stream where the town was laid out. Mr. Lee was success
ful in gold mining and remained there until 1878, when he returned to Mill 
Springs. From there he came to Van Buren in 1887 and opened up a store, 
and has followed merchandising since. He is a very successful business man, 
of sound principles, to be relied upon at all times. He represented Wayne 
County twice and Carter County once in the Legislature, and had to do with 
many im portant measures. In politics he is a Democrat, and has been active 
in all public enterprises. Socially he is a Mason, also an Odd Fellow, a 
member of the A. O. U. W., and is chairman of the Democratic Central Com
mittee. Mr. Lee is a stockholder in the Current River Bridge Company, is a 
live business man, and also owns a granite quarry in Wayne County. He was 
married in Wayne County to Ann, a daughter of Capt. Leaper, and they have 
two living children: June and Pearl. They lost two children: May, who died 
when twenty·one years of age, and George, who died in infancy. Mr. Lee and 
wife are earnest members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, in which he is 
steward. 

GEORGE WASHINGTON WEBSTER. As a progressive tiller of the soil the 
subject of this sketch has no superior throughout Ozark County, Mo., for he 
is industrious, decidedly progressive in his views, and has always taken 
advantage of all new methods for the improvement of his land. His 
fine and valuable estate is located ten miles west of Gainesville on Bratton 
Spring Creek, and comprises 480 acres, in two different tracts, all of which 
has been acquired through his own efforts. He is also quite extensively 
engaged in the raising of stock; in fact, is well up in all branches of agricult
ure and is well worthy of bearing the title of U self-made man." At the time 
he settled on his farm there were about twelve or fifteen acres cleared, but all 
this has been changed and his farm is now a remarkably well-improved o~e. 
He was born in Martin County, Ind., in 1834. a son of Jonathan and Cathenne 
(Graham) Webster, natives of New Hampshire and Kentucky, r~spectively. 
the birth of the former occurring in 1804 and that of the latter 111 .1806. In 
1854 they removed from Indiana to Douglas County, Mo., havmg spent 
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the previous winter in Illinois. After one year in Douglas County, Mo .. they removed to Ozark County, near the Arkansas line and there resided until the Civil War, when they removed to Illinois. At the end of about two years they returned to Douglas County and afte:- the w~r to Ozark County, where Mr. Webster died in September, 1892, his wife, havmg been called from life in Douglas County about 1886, at the home of one of her sons.. She w~s a member of the Missionary Baptist Church and Mr. Webster acqUIred a wIdespread reputation for honesty and for the patronage he bestowed on all enterprises of a worthy nature, and for his support of all measure.s of morality. Their family consisted of two sons and three daughters: Seth, Richard, Phcebe, Hettie and Eliza. Their grandfather, Richard Webster, was a native of the Granite State, but was one of the very early settlers of s~utheast Indiana and died in \i\lashington County of that State before our subject was born. He was a shoe and harness maker by trade and was a member of the same family as Daniel Webster. His wife, whose maiden name was Sarah Heath, died in Martin County, Ind., about 1854. The maternal grandfather, Samuel Graham, was a Kentuckian, but an early settler to Richland County, Ill., where he was called from life about 1835, his wife having been called from life prior to his removal from the Blue Grass State. The subject of this sketch is the fourth of eight children born to his parents, the other members of the family being: Richard of the Choctaw Nation, 1. T.; Samuel, who died in early boyhood in Arkansas; Sarah, the wife of Frederick Graham; Seth, of Douglas County; Mary, who died in Ozark County, the wife of Mac Turley; Margaret, the present wife of Mac Turley, and Lucinda, who died in Arkansas, the wife of John Worlington. The primitive schools of his native State afforded George \iV. Webster but meager advantages in the fields of learning, but he possessed a naturally good mind and managed to acquire a sufficient knowledge of the" world of books" to fit him for the ordinalY duties of life. At the age of nineteen he became a resident of Missouri and was married here, in 1855 to Isabella, daughter of Ignatius and Eliza Turley, natives of Indiana. The Turleys became residents of Missouri about fifty years ago and Mr. Turley died here about 1876 and his wife in the Indian Territory. Mrs. Webster was born in Phelps County; Mo., and died July 6, 1882, having become the mother of the following children: Ira, of Newton County, Ark.; Greene; Oliver; Margaret, wife of Elijah Breedon; Mary, wife of James Lawrence of Stone County; Sevilla, wife of Jackson McCullough; She It, of the Indian Territory; Amanda, Lula and Walter: Mr. Webster has been a resident of Ozark County ever since his marriage, but for four years during the Civil War his family lived in Iowa and northern Missouri. In July, 186r, Mr. Webster joined the Home Guards, with which he served about three months, was then a member of the Thirty-sixth Regiment of the Missouri Militia and in 1862 joined Company H, Forty-sixth Missouri Infantry and was on duty in Missouri and Arkansas and fought at Mountain Grove, Vera Cruz, Big Creek and several engagements in Arkansas. He was honorably discharged from the service at the close of the war and then returned to his family who were living in Douglas County. Mr. 'Webster is a member of Robert Burns Lodge No. 496, of the A. F. & A. M., at Gainesville, and also belongs to the G. A. R., at that place. He was a Democrat in his political proclivities until the war and has since ?een an active Rep1ublican. He cast his first presidental vote for Buchanan m 1856. 
FRANKLIN MARION CHAPIN. This prominent citizen of Winona, Mo., owes hi~ nativity to .Overton County, Tenn., where he first saw the light in 1837, hIS parents bemg Paul Stillman and Sarah (Harrison) Chapin (for parents' hIstory see sketch of John A. Chapin and John W. Garrett). I-Ie was 
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th~ tenth of twelve children born to them, the other members of the family 
bemg: Mary. (Garrett), of .llo.well Co~nty;, Hiram, who d}~d in Los Angeles, 
Cal.; Paul Stillman. who died In Hopkms County, Tex.; Ehas H., who died in 
Howell County; M<l:rtha, who. di~d in Overton County, Tenn.; John A., of 
Howell County; JOSiah, who died m Randolph County, Ark.; Silas J., a resi
dent of Platt County, Mo.; Sarah, the twin sister of Silas, died in childhood' 
and ~Isie A. and .Catherine, of ~owell County. ':fhe subject of this sketch 
recelyed the reanng and educatIOn of the average farmer's boy of his day; 
that IS, he labored early and late on the farm and received very meager edu
C<;ttional adv~ntages, but later in life! when opportunity offered, he applied 
himself to his books and ~ecame a fair scholar. In 185!, at the age of thir
teen, he removed to what IS now Howell County, Mo., and at the age of six
teen he began farming on his own responsibility. On the 19th of August, 
1860, he was married in Greene County, Mo., to Miss Emeline, daughter of 
Ephraim and Hester Daniel, natives of lndiana, from which State they 
removed to Iowa, and about 1852 to Greene County, Mo., where Mr. Daniel 
was eventually called from life, his wife's death occurring in Howell County. 
Mrs. Chapin was born in the Hoosier State, and her union with Mr. Chapin 
has resulted in the birth of the following children: Alsie J., wife of N. O. 
Randall, of Willow Springs; Lucy Hester, widow of Al Ward; John W.; 
Mary E., wife of William Chambers; Hugh J.; Silas B.; Laura, wife of Will
iam Welch; Viola M., Catherine and Melzie Blaine. Mr. Chapin lived in 
Howell County, Mo., until the opening of the Civil War. from which time 
until 1867 Greene County was his home. He then returned to Howell County, 
where he resided until 1888, and the two following years was a resident of 
Platt County, since which time his home has been at \Vinona, where he has been 
engaged in teaming for the Ozark Lumber Company, controlling eight or ten 
teams. Formerly he was for some years engaged in railroading, labored on 
other public works and also carried on farming to some cxtent, until recently, 
when he sold his farm. Several of his brothers and sisters were among the 
first settlers of Howell County, Mo., of which section they are among the fore
most citizens. Mr. Chapin has led an honest, upright and industrious life, is 
well known in this county and has the respect of everybody. He served for 
about one year in the Missouri State Militia during the Civil War, was in the 
engagement at Springfield, and other places, and was wounded in the hand in 
that engagement. He was reared a Democrat. and his first presidential vote 
was cast for Franklin Pierce in 1852, and in 1860 he voted for Douglas. He 
has always been an active worker for his party, and in all matters of common 
interest has been public spirited and an active supporter of worthy causes. 
His wife is a member of the Methodist Church. 

JUDGE HEZEK1AH WEAVER was unquestionably one of the ablest and most 
popular of Shannon County's judges, and aside from this is a polished gentleman 
and a worthy neighbor. He is a Blue Grass Kentuckian, born in Laurel County 
in 1832, and in that county he received his scholastic training. When twenty
two years of age he married Miss Catherine Bro~k, a~so a native of ~,!rel 
County, Ky., and of the eleven children born to thiS un.lon ten are ~ow !Ivlllg. 
Mrs. Weaver died in 1890 and the Judge took for hiS s~cond \\'Ife, I.n Au
gust, 1891, Mrs. Mary J. WiUbank, and they have ~)Ile child. After h.ls firs~ 
marriage Judge Weaver turned his attention to farmmg. He came to MISSOUrI 
with his father in I855, learned the blacksmith's and wood-workman's trades a~d 
continued this in connection with farming for some time. He first located in 

Birch Valley, three miles west of Birch Tree, on a branch of Spring Cree~,.and 
there farmed until the breaking out of the war. , In A;ugust, I~I. he ,lomed 
Woodside's Home Guards, but later Freeman s brigade. \\,lth which he 
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remained until the close of the war. He was lieutenant in the Home Guards 
and while in the regular service was detailed to do blacksmithJI:g. He was at 
Ironton, Pilot Knob, Little Blue, Big Blue and in the open praIrIe fight. He was 
also in the Price raid. Being on detailed duty he was not forced to appear 
on the battlefields, although he did so. 'While in Batesville, Ark., he was taken 
prisoner by bushwhackers, but was soon afterward released. The Judge sur
rendered at Jacksonport June 6, 1865. He was never w~)Unded .. After the 
war he located six miles west of Smithfield, where he remall1ed untIl 1869. He 
then moved to Jackson County and in connection with farming wa~ eI7gaged 
in raising cotton for one year. He went from tl.lere to I-Iowcl,l Co~nty, 
Mo., and located near lVIt. View, where he made hIS home untIl IS74· l'r0111 
there he moved to Birch Valley in Shannon County, and was engaged in 
blacksmithing and farming for two years. In 1876 he went to Laurel County, Ky., 
remained there one year and then returned to Birch Valley, where he remained 
two years. He bought 320 acres of land in Hurricane Valley and he has since 
improved the place and cleared ISO acres of the timber on it. In 1889 he went 
to Puget Sound, Washington State, also went to Montana, Idaho, Utah, Min
nesota, vVyoming, and in fact all the Northwest. He was absent from April 
till the latter part of the year, but since then he has been residing on his farm. 
In 1886 he was elected presiding judge and discharg~d the duti;-s of tl;at oft!ce 
very capably for two years and a half. Judge Weaver 15 an elder Il1 the Chnstlan 
Church, and is a member of the 1. O. O. F. at Eminence. In politics he is 
Democratic, and is an active worker for his party. Judge Weaver was fifth in 
order of birth of eleven children, eight of whom arc now living. I-I is parents, 
Peter and Ann (Chestnut) \Veaver, were natives of Claiborne County, East 
Tenn., and Laurel County, Ky., respectively. When sixteen years of age Peter 
Weaver left his native State with his father and settled in Laurel County, Ky., 
when it was a wilderness. There he married Miss Chestnut, and continued 
to reside until 1855 when he came by wagon across the country to what is now 
Shannon County, and settled in the woods of Birch Valley. There, with the 
assistance of his family, he cleared up a farm, and there his death occurred in 
1884, when about eighty-seven years of age. vVhile a resident of Kentucky he 
was quite a prominent politician, was always a Democrat, ,lI1d was county 
judge there. After settling in this county he was elected presiding judge. 
Mrs. vVeaver died in Shannon County in 1886, when about eighty-three years 
of age. Both were members of the Baptist Church for many years. 

DR. JOHN H. MOORE, who has made his home in this county for a number 
of years, came originally from St. Francois County, Mo., where his birth 
occurred on the 27th of January, 1838. His father, Dr. Robert Moore, who was 
~ practicing physician in Iron and St. Francois Counties, Mo., for years, died 
III the former county in 1854. He was born in Smith County, Tenn., in 1807, 
and wa~ a son of Armstead Moore, who was of Irish parentage. The father of 
our subject began the practice of medicine when twenty-one years of age, and 
about the year 1830 came to Missouri from Illinois. He settled in St. 
Francois County, but subsequently moved to Iron County, where he carried on 
a ~uccessful practice for many years. While in Tennessee he met and married 
MISS Mary Baugh, member of a prominent family of that State, and five chil
dren were the fruits of their union: Amanda, the widow of Col. Frank McGhee' 
Tobitha (now deceased) married Sim Frazier; Mary; Armsted was a soldieI~ 
m the Union Army, and died in service; and John H., subject. Dr. Moore, 
father of these children, was one of the first practicing physicians of this section 
of the State. He was a strong Democrat in politics. His wife is still living in 
Arcadia, !ron County. Our subject, Dr. John H. Moore, attendee! the schools 
of Arcadia and began the study of medicine in 1857, going to Texas and 
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studying with an un~le, Dr. Bert Moore. In 1~60 he began practicing at 
Piedmont, but remallled there only a short time, after which he went to 
Barry C~)L)nty, _Mo., and continued there three years. During- the war he 
enltsted !ll the Confederate Army, and was appolllted to the office of assistant 
surgeon, filling the same for some time. He was in the Price raid. After the 
war Dr. IvIoore located at Doniphan, Ripley County, and there made his home 
for seven years. In I ~72 he mOl'ed to 11'011 Countv, resided then! a \'ear 
and then located at Lesterville, Reynolds County, \I·here he lin:d for s-e\'e~ 
years. He then I1.lOved to Barnesville, continued there fourteen years, and 
in 1:)02 selected CentreVille as IllS future location. He is one of the suc
cessful practicing ph)!sicialls of the county, and one of the prominent men 
of the same. In POlttlCS h~ IS !l stanch a,d\'ocate of Democratic principles. In 
the year 1:)61 he was marned III Barry County, 1\10., to :\Iiss Zorilda Jamison, 
a native of Arkansas, and the daughter of John C. Jamison. Three children 
have been born to our subject and wife: John R., a practicing- phnician and a 
graduate of St. Louis ~1edical Col1cge, married J\Iiss lIlary' Carty, who bore 
him three children-Clara, J\Ionto D. and Hattie (he II'as born January 10, 
1864); Clara ane! Hattie. Dr. IIloore is one of the leading men in the COllIlty, 
and has been one of the prominent physicians in the Southwest. -

O. L. l\Iut'(GER. Special adaptability to any particular calling in life is 
the one necessary adjunct to permanent success. 1\0 matter the vim and 
determination which characterizes a man's start in business, unless he is to 
the manner born, he will find to his sorro\\" that his lines hal'e been falsely 
cast, and the quicker he draws back and takes up another calling the better it 
will be for him. O. L. lIIunger, editor and proprietor of the Dn"l"<'lII Loml, 
published at Van Buren, Carter County, Mo., has made no mistake in his 
calling. His paper is bright and interesting, and fills a long-feit want, it being 
the only one published in the county. It \I'as established in 188.:j by William 
H. l'aevers, and for the past three years ,Mr. J\Iunger has had an interest in 
the paper. In 1893 he took control and became owner. lI!r. :'I!unger came 
originally from Reynolds County, 1\10., his birth occurring :'I!arch ~3, IS6:;, 
and he is a son of Francis and Mary (Parks) :\I unger. Our subject's grand
father, Marvin Munger, was of English descent, and a nati\'e of the State of 
New \' ork. About the reat· ISIS he came from the East to :\Tissouri, and 
settled in what was known as Belleview Valley, making his homc at the head
waters of Black River, now in Revnolds Count\", where he \I'as one of the \'erv 
earliest settlers. He delighted i~l hunting and was a prominent pioneer. At 
an early day he was sheriff and collector of Ripley County, and \I'as one of 
the prominent men, taking a leading part in all enterprises for the good of his 
section. There he reared his six children: Martha, who became the wife of 
\Villiam Andrews, is still living, and is quitc an aged woman; l\bry, wiie of 
Mr. Light, of Reynolds County, is also living; Oran died at lIIcmphi:i, Tenn., 
during the war; Louis died at the same place; Francis, father of subject, and 
Moses, who is living on the old home place in Reynolds County. The father 
of these children died just before the Civil \Var. In politics he was a Democrat. 
He helped to build the first mill ever erected in south l\Iissouri, and \ras fore
most in all good deeds. Fanning was his principal occupation in life. Francis 
Munger received but a limited education in his early life, and when grown was 
married to Miss Mary Parks, a native of Reynolds COllllty. :'IIo .. and the 
daughter of Marshall Parks, who came from Georgia to Reynolds County at 
a very early day and there followed farming. There lIIr. Parb died. in ISi3. 
Francis Munger became a minister in the Baptist Church, and also followed 
the trade oC wagonmaker. He enlisted under Gen. Price, but was only in 
service a short time on account of sickness. He was a good man, ga\"e much 



714 .\ i{E~!JNI5CENT HISTORY 

of his time to church work, anti passed peacefully away in the year \SGI. The 
mother is livincr at Piedmont, Wayne County. Their children were as follows: 
William A., a prominent att?rn<;y at Cer:trevi.Il~, Mo., ~ied in .1890 (he was a 
Democrat); Martin M., marrIed, IS a Bapttst mll11ster at CentervIlle, l\,1o.; O. L., 
subject; George \V. is a popular attorney at Van Buren (he attended the St. Louis 
Law School, was admitted to the bar in 1893, and at present is Democratic nomi
nee for prosecuting attorney); and Damaris is the wife of John \V.Cross, of Pied
mont, vVayne County, Mo. The original of this notice received good educational 
advantao-es, attending schools at Farmington and at Carlton Institute, and 
after as~isting his father on the farm until IS88 came to Carter County. He 
took the position of deputy clerk in the cOl~nty clerk's office, later the office 
of deputy sheriff and county collector, and 111 March of the year 1889 he was 
elected sheriff of the county, filling the vacancy caused by the death of E.). 
Turney. The same year he was elected on the Democratic ticket to the same 
position, and filled that position in a creditable and satisfactory manner until 
January I, 1892. He has ever been active in politics, and was a: delegate to 
the Kansas City Convention in 1894. After his term of officc had expired he 
took up the study of law, and was admitted to the bar in 1893, beginning his 
practice in Van Buren. Socially he is a Mason, a member of Van Buren 
Lodo-e, and politically a Democrat, his paper being published in the interests 
of that party. Mr. Munger was married in Carter County to Miss Minnie M. 
Lee, daughter of Arch Lee, of Madison County. She was educated at the 
State Normal School, and is a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
One child has been born to this union, Lucile. 

). H. HOGAN. Among the many successful men of Howell County, Mo., 
none have made a more desirable reputation than J. H. Hogan, ot Willow 
Springs. Born and reared on a farm in Greene County, Tenn., from 1826 until 
his marriage he remained with his parents, receiving his education in the 
common schools. His father, Hiram Hogan, was a native of the Keystone 
State, but at an early age he moved to Tennessee, where he met and married 
Miss Sarah Bales. Their children, four in number, were named as follows: 
Mary (deceased) was the wife of Robert Caughl-an; Elizabeth (deceased) was 
the wife of \V. M. Ferguson and the mother of James Ferguson, of Willow 
Springs; J. H. (our subject), and David B., who is living on the old home 
place in east Tennessee. The father of these children was a molder in an 
iron furnace and died when our subject was quite small. The mother was 
born and reared in Tennessee. After the death of Mr. Hogan she took for 
her second husband John Lutterall and reared a family of four children: 
Jesse, who is living in Howell County; Sarah (deceased) was the wife of 
George Patterson, of this county; Susan, widow of E. Shaw, and William, who 
is living near Willow Springs. Mrs. Hogan died ahout the year I87!. Equipped 
with a good common school education our subject started out to fight life's 
battles for himself as an agriculturist, and, believing that man should not live 
alone, he selected a life companion in the person of Miss Amanda LutteralI, 
daughter of James and Mary LutteraII, both natives of Tennessee_ Eleven 
children were given them, as follows: R. S. Hogan, county clerk of Howell 
County; David resides one mile south of Willow Springs on a farM; Mary J. 
(deceased) was the wife of Nathan Hallway, who is now deceased also; Sarah, 
wife of H. S:nith, a farmer, residing south of Willow Springs; John resides on 
a farm three miles north of Willow Springs; Amanda (deceased) was the wife 
of T. M. Furrus, who is also deceased; James (deceased); Elizabeth; Alice, 
wife of William Daniel, of Howell County, Mo.; Thomas, a farmer, resides on 
Pine Creek, and Walter. Mrs. Hogan died in 1888. In the year 1872 Mr. 
Hogan moved from Tennessee to Kansas, and one year later he came to 
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Howell County an.d located on a farm near Willow Springs. He purchased 
140 acres, and as tm:e ~assed away he added to the original tract until he had 
a large farm. All hIS tIme has been given to farming. He is active in all 
public affairs, is a Democrat in politics and has held the office of justice of 
the peace for twelve years, being the present incumbent of that position. Mr. 
Hogan is one of the oldest settlers of Willow Springs and is universally 
esteemed and respected. He holds m.embership in _t~e Methodist Episcopal 
Church. In the year 1890 he was marrIed to :Mrs. Ellen Bones, a native of 
Indiana, but a pioneer settler of Kansas. She is the daught.er of Samuel and 
Hannah Babb, natives of Ohio and Indiana, respectivelv. Mr. Babb and 
family moved to Kansas in 1858 and settled in Anderson County, where Mr. 
Babb died in August, 1861. He enlisted as a soldier, but died before going 
into service. He was a Republican in politics. Mrs. Babb is stili livin'" and 
is the mother of seven children, as follows: Eliza j., Ellen (wife of subject), 
Margaret, Benjamin, Jennie, Mattie and john. To Mr. and Mrs. Hogan were 
born three children: Charles, a resident of Kansas; Quincy, also in Kansas, 
and Isa Lena. M r. Hogan has sold some of his land, but is still the owner of 
a fine tract of 140 acres, all the fruits of his industry and perseverance. 

BEN)'\MIN B. J ONES. Ozark County, Mo., has no more progressive farmer 
or business man than Benjamin B. Jones, who is located in business at Lutie, 
Mo., eigllteen miles west of Gainesville. He owes his nativity to Logan 
County, Ohio, where he first saw the light in 1844, a son of Nehemiah and 
Rachel (Taylor) Jon<,s, who were also born in the Buckeye State, where they 
wert: rt:ared and married and made their home until 1860, when they came to 
Shelby County, Mo., where the father pa~sed from life the same year. He 
was a well-to·do farmer, a man of unblemished reputation, and he was for 
many years a prominent member of the 1. O. O. F. His father, Daniel Jones, 
was a native Marylander and removed from his native State to Ohio, dying in 
Hardin County, where he had followed the occupation of farming very suc
cessfully. He was of Scotch-Irish descent. His wife also died in Hardin 
COUllty. The maternal grandfather, John Taylor, was a soldier of the \,var of 
1812. Mrs. Jones is still living and of the twelve children she bore her hus
band the subject of this sketch was fourth in order of birth: Letitia, wife 
of Thomas Babcock, of Kentucky; John, who died young; Nancy is the widow 
of Pkasant Cruiser; Benjamin B.; Joseph, who died young; Azariah, who 
residt:s in Oregon; Nehemiah, a resident of Kansas; Jane, the wife of Calvin 
Busie, of Arkansas; Mary Ann; and three children that died in infancy, one 
being a twin with Mary Ann. Benjamin B. Jones remained with and aSSIsted 
his mother until he attained his majority, when he began doing for himself, and 
continued to do so until the opening of the Civil War, when he joined the 
Home Guards, but after a short time attached himself to Company 1, Fourth 
MlssoLlri Infantry, with which he served for sixty days, during which time he 
took part in the fight at Lexington. He afterward served in Company A, 
Sixty·seventh East Missouri Militia, with which he served until the war closed. 
At the battle of Lexington he was captured, but very shortly after was released. 
In 1866 he was married to Delilah Duggins, who was born in Ozark County, 
and by her is the father of eleven children: John W., Azariah, Patience, Cal:
donia, Jackson, Charles, Ruth, Mary Ann, Arizona, Jesse, and LeWIS, who IS 

dead. In 1865 Mr. Jones removed to Taney County, a!terward to OZ'l.rk 
COllnty, ~nd for the past nineteen years he has re.sided on his pre~ent f.a:m, 
which is one of the best improved upland farms III the county, compnslll.g 
372 acrcs in several tracts, all of which he has become th~ owner through hIS 
own persevcrancc, energy and good management. He!s one of tl.1C most 
enterprising and thrifty farmers of the county, is of a deCIdedly practIcal turn 
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of mimI and throughout life he has made the most of evel'y opportunity that 
presented itself, and as a natural result ha~ beco.me wealthy. l:Ie is an 
extensive stockdealer, breeder, feeder and shipper, IS the owner of a good 
cotton gin, and for the past eight years has successful!y conductcc1 a general 
mercantile store on his farm. l'le has a handsome reSidence and he and his 
family are surrounded with all that goes to make life pleasant and comfort
able. In 1893 he was instrumental in establishing Lutie l'ostoffi~e at his store, 
and he is deservin" of no little credit for the part he has taken In the interest 
of education, reliiion, etc. In his neighborhood and near.his home is one of 
the most commodious school buildings in southern MIssoun, whIch was largely 
erected through his influence and means. He is a membel: of !~odge No. 347 
of the I. O. O. F., is a Republican in politics, and he and IllS Wife are attend
ants and members of the General Baptist Church. 

JUDGE JAMES 01<CIlA[W. The judges of the various courts es~ablished in 
Howell County have always been noted for their character and abIlIt)i', and one 
of the most popular of the many worthy men elevated to the bench 111 the his
tory of the county's jurisprudcIlce is Judge James Orchard, attorney at law at 
West Plains, where he has made his homc for the past few years. Judge 
Orchard was born in Shannon County, Mo., October 24, 1850, to the union of 
Jesse and Alee}' (McCormack) Orchard. Jesse Orchard was a native Ken
tuckia·n, and the son of a Scotchman, who came to this country many years 
ago and settled in Kentucky. About [834 the grandfather moved to Missouri, 
settled in Vv'ashington County, and was one of the earliest pioneer;; of that sec
tion. There he passed the remainder of his days engaged in fanning. He 
was a valuable and influential citizen. Jesse Orchard was but a boy when the 
family came to Missouri, and he attended the early schools of the county and 
grew to manhood there ami in Shannon County. In thc latter county he made 
his home, engaged in fanning and stockraising until his death in 11)76. Dur
ing the Civil \Nar he was captain of a company in the Confederate Army, 
McBride's regiment, and he was also with CoL Freeman. He took part in a 
number of prominent engagements, was at \Vilson's Creek and was in Gen. 
Price's raid. Mr. Orchard fought bravely for thc lost cause. He was a stanch 
Democrat, and held a number of prominent offices in Shannon County. For 
some time he was judge of the County Court, sheriff and collector two terms, 
and public administ!'atoL He was well known in that and adjoining counties, 
and was universally liked. His widow, still living, was the daughter of James 
McCormack, an early pioneer of Shannon County, Mo., coming to the county 
when the Indians still lived here. To Mr. and Mrs. Orchard were born five 
children as follo\\'s: James, subject; Alexander, a farmer in Texas; Jerry, 
is abo a farmer; \Villiam died when nineteen years of age; and Mary E. 
became the wife of David Smith, of Texas County. The early members 
of thc Orchard family hold to the Baptist faith. In Shannon County 
Judge Orchard grew to manhood, but on account of the breaking out of the 
war he received but limited educational advantag·es. Aftcr that eventful 
pcriod he worked on the farm of his father, and < a number of years later 
entered a store at Summersville, where he remained until 11)73. He was then 
apP.o!nted c~eputy sheriff of Shannon County under his father, and held the 
pOSitIOn untIl 1884, when he was elected county clerk. That position he held 
four. years, an.d was then elected circuit clerk. Three years later he resigned. 
DUrI.ng the tIme he. held the office he took up the study of law, and was 
adIllltted to the bar 111 1833. He began practicing at Eminence, Mo., in 1884, 
and was elected prosecut1l1g attorney and reelected in 1886. Three years later 
h~ came to \Vest Plains, and has since practiced in all the courts of the dis
trIct. He defended Peter Renforth, of Texas County, in 1890, for murder; also 
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John Barrett, of Ozark County, fo~ murder; Willian: Kile, of Shannon County, 
~or murder, and ma?y otl:er promInent cases. He IS classed among the lead
Ing a.ttorneys of IVIlssoun. He IS attorney for !he Fisher Lumber Company, 
of Shannon County, and attorney for the \\1 est Plains and the Howell 
County Bank. Fraternally he is a Knight Templar of the Masonic order, and a 
member of all the lodges at West Plains. He is also an Odd Fellow and 
represented his lodge in the Grand Lodge of the State. Politically he is a 
Democrat, is a leader in his party, and has been a deleaate to the S'tate con
ventions. Judge Orchard was married in Shannon COl~ltv to l\Iiss Susan E. 
Woolsey, daughter of J. M. Woolsey, formerly of that c';unt,·, but who died 
during the war. To Judge and Mrs. Orchard haye been born fin, children: 
Jesse, Arthur E., Ella, Mabel and Fannie. The Judge is a stockholder in the 
Howell County Bank as well as the Willow Springs Bank. He is one of the 
most prominent and influential citizens of the county. 

HON. THOMAS G. MILLS. This very successful farmer and stockraiser of 
Shannon County, Mo., is a native of Rutherford County, N. c., where he was 
born in 1833 to Calvin and Margaret (Jackson) Mills, who were also born in 
that State and county. When the subject of this sketch was two or three veal'S 
old they removed to Lumpkin County, Ga., where the father died in 1866, and 
the mother in 1867, the latter having long been a member of the Missionary 
Baptist Church. The paternal grandfather, John Mills, had been a soldier of 
~he Re.v0lutionar~ \Var, was of Irish paren!age, and durinf; his life was engaged 
111 tIllll1g the soIl. He dIed III Rutherrord County, N. c., having- reared a 
family of two sons and three daughters. The maternal grandfather, David 
Jackson, was of Dutch descent, as was also his wife, \Vas a Re\'olutionary 
soldier, and was a worthy tiller of the soil, which occupation he was followinO' 
in Rutherford County, N. C., at the time of his death. Thomas G. Mills w~ 
the youngest of six children, the other members of the family being: John, 
who died in Lumpkin County, Ga., after the war; Caroline, who died in Chero
kee County, Ga., the wife of Pleasant Worley; William, who died in Cherokee 
County, Ga.; Zilpha, who also died there, the wife of David Cochran, and Jane, 
the widow of William Cochran. The advantages of the common schools were 
given to Thomas G. Mills in his youth, and in assisting his father in the work 
on the farm he strengthened his constitution and learned lessons of industry 
and economy which were of great benefit to him when starting out to fight 
life's battles for himself. H~ was married in 1849 to J\Iiss Susanna, daughter 
of Henry and Cynthia Cochran, natives of North Carolina, who removed to 
Hall County, Ga., and there spent the rest of their lives. Mrs. Mills was born 
in Hall County, and her union with Mr. Mills has resulted in the birth of five 
children: Mary, wife of John Bramhall; Martha J., William Franklin,Amanda 
and Rosa. On the l!th of August, 1861, Mr. Mills joined Company F, Twenty
eighth Georgia Infantry, Colquit's brigade, Stonewall jackson's corps of the 
Army of Virginia, and was in twenty-two open field, hard-fought battles, but 
fortunately was never captured or wounded. \Vith his command he sur
rendered at Appomattox in April, 1865, and during his entire service was not 
home on furlough. After the war he returned home and resumed the peaceful 
pursuit of farming, and has followed that occupation ever since. In 1866 he 
came to Shannon County and located on his present farm, the cultivated por
tion of which he has increased from 5 to 120 acres, and has 187 acres in alI. 
This farm is exceptionally fertile and well improved, and everything about the 
place shows plainly that Mr. l\iills is a thorough and industrious man. In 1884 
he was elected associate juc;!ge of the County Court from the \Vestern District 
of the county, and served ori'e term of two years, but since that .time !:~s never 
sought office, although he has always been a stanch Democrat In pohtlCS, and 
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has been an active worker for his party. His first presidential vote was cast 
for Buchanan in 1856. He is a member of 'Woodside Lodge No. 387, of the A. 
F. & A. M., and also belongs to Lodge No. 455, at Eminence, of the 1. O. O. F. 

CHURCH & KISSEL. John F. Church, senior member of the well-known 
firm of Church & Kissel, Winona, Mo., is one who has built by years of Il1dustry 
and good management a business that is recognized as being Oll~ of the best 
of its kind in the country, a credit to Winona and Shannon County. Mr. 
Church is a man who possesses the inherent qualities requisite to commercial 
success, in a very high degree, ane! in his chosen calling has attained an emi
nent position among his compeers, and the high regard of his fellow-citizens, 
entirely through his own efforts and sterling personal qualities. Mr. Church 
was born in St. Genevieve, ]\10., in 1863, while the war cloud hung darkly over 
the nation, and was a son of Sylvester Church who was born in Illinois. The 
father came to southeast Missouri .when a young man and located in the. iron 
district. He was a practical engineer and operated machinery for the dIffer
ent iron mines until his death, which occurred in Crawford County in 1879, 
when he was about fifty years of age. John F. Church grew to manhood in 
the mining district and when fifteen years of age commenced learning the 
blacksmith's trade in Dent County, Mo., at the Nova Scotia Iron Works. 
After serving an apprenticeship of six years he went to New Mexico and 
engaged in different occupation!>, blacksmithing, real estate, etc. After meet
ing- with prosperity, and then with poverty, he came back and made Thayer 
his place of business for two years. He followed blacksmithing and subse
quently became connected with the Gulf Raill'Oad, contracting, etc. From 
there he came to \Vinona, where he bought a lot and was one of the first to go 
into business here. A good blacksmith was in great demand and for one year 
he gave his attention to his old trade. At that place he became a salesman in 
the employ of A. J. Lasley, then L. W. Keen, and was with the last named 
gentleman until his failure in business. Soon after he and Jacob Kissel formed 
a partnership with a capital of $2,100, the most of which was borrowed, and 
started a general store. They met with success from the beginning and their 
trade now extends over a large territory. They handle all kinds of goods, 
provisions, feed, furniture, dry goods, clothing, boots, shoes, groceries, farm 
Implements, etc., and do an annual business of from $50,000 to $60,000, with 
excellent prospects for an increasing trade. They are extensive owners of 
real estate in \Ninona, and also do an immense railroad tie and post business. 
Aside from this they are mail contractors and carry the mail between Winona 
and Alton. No business men of the county are more straightforward, honor
abl~ or upright than these young men, who have accumulated all their property 
by mdustry and excellent business acumen. Mr. Church was married Febru
ary 14,1891, to Miss Rosie DI'aper, of Illinois. He is a member of the I. O. O. 
F., and in politics is an ardent Republican. 

Jacob Kissel, junior member of the firm of Church & Kissel, began at a 
very early age to assume the practical duties of a business life, and by diligence, 
go<?d ha.bits. and a judicious use of natural tact has developed a character 
whIch wI~1 tell fo~ usefu~ness in his day and generation. He has acquired a 
c?mmerclal standmg which portends for him that prosperity and rank among 
hIS fellow-men vouchsafed alone to those who have worthily earned them. He 
:was born in St. Louis, Mo., in 1854, and is a son of Jacot> Kissel who was born 
Ill.Germany, but who came to this country when a young man. He was a 
bnck mason and wo:-ked at his trade in St. Louis, Mo. When only nine 
years of age Jacob K~ssel was left an orphan and was then obliged to begin 
~h~ ~attle of hfe for himself. When starting out in life it is a serious question 
If It IS not better for a young man to begin at the bottom and depend entirely 
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upon his own l!florts to get along in the world. However great a noon this 
may be, few,. indeed, \\ould \\'ish to take the chances of our sUbjcct. Thanks 
to a sturdy, mdustJ'louS and honest German ancestrr, he was stroll::;, rdiable 
and not afraid to work. Thl!se characteristics have held tlHls far' life 
and ilIr. Kissel is recognized to-clay as one of the foremost nu,;illcss men of hi~ 
section. \Vhen about nine years of age he went to Bdleville, Ill., and clerked 
in a lumber establishment for a time. From there he went to St. Louis, where 
he was with a mercantile firm, and remained there until he was twellt\,.one 
years of age. He then went to Memphis, Tenn., Detroit, Mich., lndi::m:i'nolis, 
Ind., and other places, clerking all the time, and about seven n:ars . he 
came to south l\Iissouri, where he became salesman for :'lr. Coltin~ who now 
in business at Low Wassie. After this he was with L \Y. Keen l:ntiI that 
gentleman failed. when he bought the stock of g-roceries and soon after went 
in partnership with John F. Church. Since then they ha\'c built up their exten
sive and evcr increasing business. Both are undoubtedly self-mace mC:l, and, 
as such, demonstrate to the young men of our country the possibilities within 
the reach of all, who, with industry, sobriety, integrity and determination, 
reach toward the goal of success. In 1889 Mr. Kissel married :'!iss Addia 
Dent, of Shannon County, this State. Two daughters have been born 1.0 ttis 
union. Clara and Alma, 1\1r. and Mrs. KisseJ are Catholics, and he is a Demo
crat in politics. 

JU])(;E JOEL G. MCCLAREN. presiding judge or Ripley County. is a 
man of superior mental endowments, whose reputation is not merely but 
extends over a wide stretch of country. Like other citizens of the county he 
came originally from Tennessee, a State that has contributed so much of -
ulation and intelligence to his adopted State. and for the mo:,t 
1869 has been a resident of this county. His birth occurred in 
May 14.1847, anti there he received his scholastic training. In the month 
November, 1863, he enlisted in Company G, Tenth Tennessee Canlry. under 
Forrest part of the time, and in November, 1864, participated in the batdes of 
Franklin and Nashville. Following the war he turned his attention to farming 
and continued that successfully until 1~68 or 1869. when he went to northwest 
Texas and was engaged in various enterprioes there. Later he returned to 
Hickman County, Tenn., but soon afterward moved to Ripley . ~lo., 
and has been a resident of the same since. He first worked on a farm the 
month, but in the spring of 1870 he went to Lawrence County, Ark. where he 
\llas employed on a cotton plantation for some time. For his services he 
received $20 per month. On the 10th of July, 1870, he married Miss E. 
McClaren, and by this union became the father of fOUl" children, two of 
are deceased: James A., Ollie T., Robert R. (deceased) and Willie A, 
(deceased.) Returning to Hickman County, Tenn., Judge McClaren n:sidcd 
there for about five months and then came to Ripley County again. anD tor 
some time cultivated the soil. He is the owner of 276 acres of lalld three 
miles south of Doniphan, and has 110 acres under cultivation. Most of the 
improvements on the place he has put there himself, and he is now one of the 
substantial and wide-awake citizens of the county. In 1876 he was elected 
sheriff of Ripley County, and served in a very able and satisfactory manner 
until 1880. In 1888 he was again elected to that position and reelected in 
1890, thus showing his popularity in the county. He adheres to the 
of the Democratic party and received the nomination for presiding ,iud!Zc on 
that ticket. He is a man eminently worthy the confidence reposed m Illm by 
all classes, and his upright career as a public servant has won him a place in the 
annals of the county. He is a member of the Baptist Church. The Judge has 
shown his appreciation of secret organizations by becoming a member of the 
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A. F. & A. lVI., the A. O. U. W., the K. of H. and the K. of P. His brother, 
Robert, was in the Confederate Army, Twenty-fourth Tennessee Regiment 
Infantry, and died at Bowling Green, Ky. 

DR. Vv. A. COPELAND. Fortunate as it is in its older physicians, Reynolds 
County is no less fortunate in the brig'ht galaxy of younger physicians and 
surgeons, who, during the past few years, have made a reputation for them
selves and added lustel' to the professional status of the county and State. 
One of the best known of the latter class is Dr. W. A. Copeland, of Barnesville, 
who was born on Logan Creek November 24, 1851), son of \Ni"lliam Copeland. 
The Doctor grew up on the old home farm, attending the early subscription 
school and the district school, and made good use of his opportunities to 
obtain an education. When a young man he started a mill on Logan Creek, 
but this burned down about the year 1882. While following the life of a 
miller he began his medical studies, and after continuing this for about three 
years entered the St. Louis Medical College, where he completed his course 
in 1883. Following this he began practicing in Barnesville, Mo., and soon 
built up an excellent practice over that section of the country. He is a man 
of the most agreeable manners, pleasant and gifted in conversation, sympa
thetic and generous; in fact he combines qualities that eminently fit him for a 
practitioner, while his earnest investigations and careful weighing. of subjects 
fit him most admirably for this most important calling. His career has been 
rapidly upward, but all the distinction he has received is deserved. As a 
surgeon he excels, and although still a young man he possesses great energy 
and the most worthy ambition, being recognized by all as not only a physician 
of extraordinary skill, but as a man of the broadest intelligence. Since begin
ning the practice of medicine, Dr. Copeland has opened up a drug business 
and has carried this on in connection with his practice. He has met with 
equal success as a business man. The Doctor also owns one of the best 
improved farms in the county, as well as one of the finest residences, which is 
presided over by his wife, formerly Miss Mary E. Moore. She was born in 
Reynolds County and is the daughter of Dr. John H. Moore, of Centreville, 
this county. To Dr. Copeland and wife has been born one son, Roy, who is 
now a bright lad of eight years. On account of the health of his family the 
Doctor took his wife and child to Oklahoma in r892 and remained there one 
year. He was elected coroner of Reynolds County, but did not serve. In 
politics he is with the Republican party and is well and favorably known all 
over the county. 

ISAAC CLI,;!TON CLARK. It gives us no little pleasure to be able to pre
sent our readers with a short biography of a Carter County boy. When start
ing in life it is a serious question if it is not better for a young man to begin at 
the bottom and depend entirely upon his own efforts to get along in the world. 
Isaac Clinton Clark, who is one of the successful farmers and stockraisers of 
Carter County, has accumulated all his property by his own efforts, thanks to 
a sturdy, honest and industrious ancestry from whom he inherited those 
characteristics. He first saw the light in Carter County, Mo., in 1857, and he 
is the son of 'Washington and Susan (Baker) Clark, natives, respectively, of 
Indiana and Missouri. The senior Clark was probably born about the year 
r824, and about 1846 he came with his parents to Missouri, they having started 
for the Lone Star State. vVhen near the Current River in Carter County they 
learned that the river was impassable, and they stopped at the farm house of 
Nathaniel Baker, who also carried on a store. While there the son, Washing
ton Clark, became attached to Miss Susan, one of Mr. Baker's daughters and 
soon after married her. After this Mr. and Mrs. Clark abandoned the Texas 
trip, but moved around in different counties for some time, and finally settled 
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in Carter County, where they remained for twenty years. Later Mr. Clark 
went to Shannon County, where his death occurred in 18go. He was an honest, 
industrious man, and for many years was a consistent member of the Methodist 
Church. His father, John Clark, came from Indiana about 1846, and located 
in Carter County, where he was killed a number of years after. He was on his 
way home from Ironton with goods, and stopped off at a farm house for some
thing to eat. \Nhile in the house he was struck on the head with a shovel 
rob~ed, and soon .after died. Nathaniel Baker, the great-grandfather of ou; 
subject, was a natIve of Maryland and came to Missouri when a boy with some 
emigrants, and there m.arried ~nd ~e.ared his family. I~e became a wealthy 
farmer as well as an mfluentlal CItIzen, and passed hIS last days in Carter 
County. The mother of our subject died in 1886. She had born to her mar
riage eight children, as follows: Mary Jane, wife of John Vermillion, of Carter 
County; Noah, of the same county; James N.; John, deceased; Geor(Te W. 
deceased; Isaac c., ~f Carter County; Henry: deceased; and William TllOmp~ 
son, deceased. In hIS natl\'e county our subject was reared and received his 
education in the common schools. When twenty-two years of age he left the 
parental roof and subsequently marriecl Miss Zilla Coleman, a native of Ten
nessee and the daughter of William Coleman who resided near Van Buren, 
and who died in 1875. One child, Mary E., was born to Mr. and Mrs. Clark. 
Our subject is an ardent'supporter of Democratic principles, but has never had 
ambition to fill public office, giving his whole attention to agricultural pursuits 
and stockraising. He has met with unusual success, and is the owner of 220 
acres of land, WIth 160 acres under cultivation. Aside from his farming and 
stoekraising ind ustry, he is a contractor for the Current River Railroad, and is 
successful in that business also. 

WILLlAM \V. McLELLAND. Howell County, Mo., is remarkably well 
adapted to the purposes of farming, and one of the most progressive followers 
of this calling is William W. McLelland, who is a native of the Old North 
State, born October 9, 1848. His parents, Rufus and Almira (Percey) Mc
Lelland, were also born in that State, and when the subject of this sketch was 
about three years of age, came by ox-team to Oregon County, Mo., and until 
after the war resided on a farm there. One year was then spent in Dade 
County, after which they returned to Oregon County, and some seven or eight 
years ago they came to Howell County, and have since been residents of 
West Plains. Although Rufus McLelland lost all his property during the war 
he has since made a comfortable fortune. He was forced into the Confederate 
service and took part in the Price raid much against his will. He is a man of 
honor and intelligence and for ::t good many years was circuit clerk of Oregon 
Township and had charge of the county records during the war. On learning 
that the soldiers were intending to destroy the courthouse, he took the 
records to a cave and hid them, where they remained undiscovered until the 
war terminated hostilities. He has been a lifelong Democrat, is a member of 
the A. F. & A. M., and for many years has been a member of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. He is well known and highly respected, and has been the 
only one of his people to come to this section of the country. H is wife died in 
Oregon County in July, 1870, having become the mother of eleven children: 
William W.; Rufus, of Ellis County, Tex.; Wellington, who is president of the 
Bank of Thayer; Mary, wife of H. B. Harper, of Oregon County; John R.. 
who resides in Memphis, Tex.; Eliza, wife of John Smith, of Thayer; George, 
of Springfielel; Alfred, of Ellis County, and three that died in infancy. The 
immediate subject of this sketch was reared principally in Oregon County, 
with very little schooling, and at the age of seventeen years began doing for 
himself. September g, 1868, he was married to Mary Janc, daughter of Will-
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iam and Catherine Ston-sdill, who came to this State from Tennessee. The 
father is still a resident ~f Oregon County, but his wife died in Howell County. 
Mrs. l\IcLelland was born in Dade County, Mo .. and has borne her husband 
twelve children: Rufus, Pincknev (deceased). Martha (deceased), William A. 
(deceased). Da\'id (deceased), \Ve'!lington, Almira, Catherine, Mary, Festus 
L., Virgie and Erwin. After their marriage !VIr. and Mrs. McLelland resided 
a few years in Oregon County, two years in Dade COUIl.ty, five years III Howell 
County, five years in Oregon County, and since that tIm~ OIl the fa.rm of 360 
acres three and a half miks southeast of "Vest Plains, whIch compnses one of 
the most fertile farms of the county. This property is the result of his own 
good management and foresight, for he started in life for himself with r:othing, 
and ill addition to tilling the soil he is quite extensively engaged m feedmg and 
shipping stock and handles several hun~lrcd head of h?rses, mules an? cattle 
each year. In ISS4 he was elected shenff of Howell County, and dUl"lng the 
two \:ears that he sen'ed he gave excellent satisfaction. He is a memher of 
the A. F. & A. ::\,I., lIIount Zi~n Lodge No. 327. of West Plains, and is also a 
member of the chapter. He is a stanch Democrat but not a politician, 
althoLl"h he is at all times interested in the success of his party, and he and 
his wii';; are worthy members of the Missionary Baptist Church. 

Tf:~!I'LM!AN J. HUTCHINSON. The farming community of Ozark County, 
Mo., has no abler representative than Mr. Hutchinson, who is the owner of a 
fine farm of 230 acres on North Fork. This place his father settled on when 
it had only a few acres cleared, but under the thrifty and energetic manage
ment of the present owner it has been put in an admirable state of cultivation, 
and is now justly considered oIle of the best farms OIl the creek. Mr. Hutch
inson was born in Grainger County. Tenn., May 27, 1828, a son of Jeremiah 
and Susan (King) Hutchinson, natives of the Old Dominion, where they were 
also reared and married. and from which State they removed to Grainger 
County, Tenn., soon after the: celebration of their nuptials. They resided in 
Tennesse:e until about 1854. when they went by wagon to Van Buren County, 
Ark., and some years later took up their residence in Ozark County, Ark., and 
on the farm on which they first settled here the mother still resides at the 
extreme old age of nearly one hundred years. She has been a member of the 
General Baptist Church for a great many years, and is perhaps the oldest 
pioneer in the county. The father died whcn the subject of this sketch was a 
small lad, he and his worthy wife having become the parents of four children: 
Templeman J.; Perry, who went 'West about 1857, and a few years later wrote 
home while en route to Mexico with a wagon train, but as nothing has since 
been heard of him he is supposed to be dead; Matilda (deceased) was the 
wifc of \Viltiam Hutchinson, who died while serving in the Federal Army; and 
John, a farmer of Ozark County, Mo., was a soldier for six months during the 
latter part of the war, being a member of Company I, Forty-sixth Missouri 
Infantry. Templeman]. Hutchinson has been familiar with farming from his 
earliest boyhood, but the advantages for an education which he received in 
his youth were of .~he most meager description, for his father died when he 
was young, and, bcmg the eldest of the family, he was obliged to assist his 
widowed mother in every way that he could. In August, 1861, he joined the 
Home Guards. with which he served until October, when he became a member 
of Com pan}: F, Twenty-fifth Missouri Infantry, under Co!. John S. Phelps, 
and was at Springfield and Rolla for about six months, being then discharged 
at the former place OIl account of ill health. He retumed home, and after 
su~ciently recovering he joined the Seventy-third East Missouri Militia, with 
whIch he served one and one-half years as a scout in Missouri and Arkansas. 
In November, 1864, he joined Company 13, Sixteenth Missouri Cavalry, and 
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operated in ~~is~ouri and Arkal~sas un.til the ~lose of the war, taking part in 
numerous skIrmIshes. He. received ~IS final ~hseharge at Springfield May 12, 
r865, after four years of faIthful servICe for hIs country, and then returned to 
his home in Ozark County, and once more took upon himself the duties of 
civil life. He is considered one of the prominent and substantial farmers of 
the county, being honest, industrious and enterprising, and devotes much 
attention also to the raising of stock, in which he has met with excellent success. 
In September, 1865, he was married to Elizabeth, daughter of Noel N. and 
Lucy Hutchinson, natives of Virginia, whence they removed to Grainger 
County, Tenn., and shortly before the war came to Ozark County, Mo., the 
father's death occur.ring here in January, 1888. During the latter part of the war 
he was tor about SIX months a member of Company I, Forty-sixth Missouri 
Infantry. His widow survives him at the age of seventy-five ycars, and she 
is, as was her husband, a member of the Regular Baptist Church. They 
became the parents of t~n chJldTe.n. Mrs .. Hutchinson, wife of the subject of 
this sketch, was born 111 Vlrglllla, and, like her parents and husband, is a 
member of the Regular BaptIst Church. Mr. Hutchinson belonCTs to Robert 
Burns Lodge No. 496, of the A. F. & A. M., at Gaincsville, and politically he has 
been a life-long Republican, although he has never in any sense (If the word 
been a politician or ap aSI?irant for official honors. AI! enterprises (If a worthy 
nature have found 111 111m a warm supporter, and the esteem of all his 
acquaintances is accorded him. 

JAMES C. CHILTON. As a follower of the primitive occupatioll of man
farming-this worthy "son of the soil" has become widely knowJl and has 
accum ulatcd a fortune, and the prosperity which he enjoys is but the result of 
worthy qualities rightly cmployed. He is a nati\'c of Grainger County, Tenn., 
and was born on the 2d of May, 1831, ason of Thomas and Rebecca (Daniel) 
ChiltoIl, who were born, reared, educated and married in TCnlll!SSCC, and there 
made their home until 1836, when they came by boat to the Mississippi River, 
and thence by wagon to what is now Shannon County, Mo., locating two miles 
below the mouth of jack's Fork, where they improved a good farm. There 
Mrs. Chilton was called from life about 1859, and her husband afterward 
removed to Blair's Creck, where he died about IR66. He was a lifelong and 
successful farmer, and was assessor of Shannon County for over a quarter of a 
century, the sectioIl over which his duties lay being very extensi\-e and 
included what is now several adjoining counties, and at that time was very 
thinly settled. He was one of the first to settle in this section, and the 
thickly wooded country, peopled with bears, wolves, panthers, deer, and wild 
turkeys, afforded a paradise for the knight of the gun. The nearest market 
was Potosi, eighty miles away, and thus the people were often forced to make 
their own clothing, including shoes, etc. They depended on the merchants 
for nothing but groceries, and although their lives were full of deprivations 
and hardships, yet they had their enjoyments and were usually happy and 
contented. The paternal grandfather, Thomas Chilton, is supposed to have 
died in Tennessee, while the maternal grandfather, John Daniel, and his wife, 
also died in that State, a farmer. To Thomas and Rebecca Chilton five sons 
and five daughters were born: Ibbie, who died in Shannon COUIlty, the wife 
of Samuel Davis; Polly, who died in Shannon County, the wife of Thomas 
Chilton; Elizabeth, the wife of Joshua Chilton; eytha, wife of John Chilton 
(all brothers); Thomas died in this county; John is a farmer of Phelps 
County; Anna is the wife of John Woods, of Reynolds County; james C.; 
Louisa is the widow of Benjamin Sinclair; and William, who died in boy
hood. James C. Chilton was reared on a farm in the wilds of Shannon 
County, and as there were no schools during his boyhood, he received no 



720 A REMINISCENT HISTORY 

schooling. In 1855 he was married to Miss Charnelcy Huddleston, whose 
parents came from Tennessee to Missouri in an early day, the father's death 
occurrino- in Oreaon County. His widow still survives and makes her home 
with he~ childrct'n. Mrs. Chilton was born in Oregon County, and died in 
1864, havinrr become the mother of five children: Laura Jane,- wife of Jabe 
Smith; Wi!'liam; Martha, wife of John Chilton; Rebecca, wife of Shad rack 
Chilton, and Mary P., wife of Thomas Johnson. In 1870 Mr. Chilton took for 
his second wife Elizabeth, daughter of Thomas Smith, who located in Dent 
County, Mo., from Tennessee, but later located in Shannon County, where he 
died .. Mrs. Chilton owes her nativity to Tennessee. Mr. Chilton has resided 
in Shannon County for sixty years and has witnessed and aided in almost the 
entire development of the section. He has improved three g~od farms and 
has lived on his present farm for nearly twenty-two years. HIS estate com
prises 160 acres, of which about seventy acres are under cultIvatIOn, and his 
property is exceptionally fertile and valuable. He well remembers the hard
ships and privations of pioneer life and says that he was nearly grown before 
he ever saw a yard of calico or any kind of factory goods,. for all the wearing 
apparel of the family was of horne manufacture. He testIfies that to the best 
of his knowledge he has seen a thousand turkeys fly up from a field at one 
time, and has killed many of them while driving them away from the corn 
shocks and other grain. In 186r he enlisted for six months in Company 15, 
which \,,'as commanded by Capt. Shadraek Chilton (Second Missouri Infantry), 
of Price's army, and operated in Missouri, Arkansas and Kansas for about 
three months. He was then taken sick at Lexington, Mo., and was not again 
in the service. He was in the engagement at Springfield, Dry Wood and 
Lexington, and during his service was neithel' captured nor wounded. He 
has always been a Democrat and his first presidential vote was cast [or Pierce 
in 1852, 

JUDGE l\10RGA:-I \VHlTE COTTON. Judge Morgan White Cotton, probate 
judge of lZipley County. Mo., and a man well and favorably known in this 
part of the State, was born in Reynolds County, Mo., May ro. IS47, to the 
marriage of Isaac White Cotton and Christine (Jeffrey) Cotton. Like many 
of the prominent citizens of this county, Isaac White Cotton was a nat.ive of 
Tennessee, and there made his horne until about rS40 when he came to 
Missouri. Here he settled in the woods of lZeynolds County, on Webb's 
Creek, and began improving and clearing. Few settled here before he did, 
and he experienced all the hardships and privations of the early pioneers. 
His entire life was spent in tilling the soil, and he remained in Reynolds 
County until his death in 1884, when fifty years of age. Previous to the 
Civil "Var he was elected county assessor, and about the time of the breakin CT 

out of hostilities he was holding the office of sheriff. He was in the first si~ 
months' service during the war. l\Irs. Cotton died during these stirring times. 
Mr. Cotton was afterward married to Miss Jeanette Davis, and after her death 
he man'ied again. Politically he was a strpng Democrat, and fraternally a 
Mason. Judge Cotton was one of a family of eight children born to his 
father's first marriage, and he spent his school days in Reynolds County. 
During the latter part of the wal- he was in the Confederate service, Col. 
Pollock's regiment, and was in the Missouri raid. He surrendered at Jackson
port, Ark., in June, 1865, and afterward commenced farming in Reynolds 
County, continuing that occupation until 1870, when he became a minister in 
the Missionary Baptist Church. For two years he followed his ministerial 
duties in Reynolds, Carter and Ripley Counties, and after that located in 
Ripley County, Kelley Township, where he cultivated the soil. While there 
he was justice of the peace, but at the end of four years he moved to west 
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Mis~ouri and Kansas, wlH.:re he worked at bbcksmithin'r and wal!on making 
for SOIlle time. Retu~'ning to Ripley County he followed the same occupation 
for SIX years, and dunng that tllne was elected county.assessor, which position 
he held for two years. Later be .was. elected probate Judge, held the position 
four years, 'Inc! received the nonlInatlOlI for the same office by the Democratic 
party reccl\tly. I n the year 18GS he \V.as married to Miss Mary E. Webb, of 
Reynolds County, but she died a short tllne afterward. His second marriane 
occurred in IS7[ and his choice was !\Tiss Margaret E. Bell of Tenness;e. 
They have four living children: Isaac E., James M., Rosalce and Ella B. 
Judge Cotton join~d the Missionary: Baptist S:hurch in 1869 and has been 
deeply Ifltcrestcd Ifl church work Sillce. He IS a master mason, a K. of H. 
and in politics is a Democrat. Judge Cotton still carries on his farming inter. 
ests and owns 140 acres ncar town. lIe IS no\V mayor of Doniphan, was con
stable, and has held other positions of trust and honor. 

ZARAII l\.. EATON. This enterprising business man is successfully el1,ra"ed 
in dealing in timber, and is also the proprietor of a well.appointed mcrc~·tIrtilc 
establishment at Varncr, Mo. Il.e is a native of Licking COllnty, Ohio, where 
he first sa\\' the light of day in IS29, hut his parents, Joseph and Euincy 
(Curtis) Eaton, were born in the State of New York, the birth of the former 
occurring in 179G. They removed to Ohio in 1811, and in 1838 to Peoria 
County, Ill., where Mr. Eaton dicd in ISS?, and his widow in 'vVoodforcl 
County, Ill., in J 890. He was a Congregationalist in his religiolls belief, and 
she was a Methodist. Mr. Eaton follow<.:d fanning throughout life, was a man 
of prominence and influence in the different localities in which he resided, and 
in politics was first an old-line Abolitionist and after a Republican. During 
the early part of his life he taught school for some time. His father, Joseph 
Eaton, died in Licking County, Ohio, wherc he hac! farmecl for many ycars. 
I-Ie was of English d<.:scent and his p<.:ople came to this country over 200 
years ago. Zarah Curtis, the maternal grandfather, who was born in N<.:w 
England, but was an <.:arly settkr in Licking County, Ohio, was a fanner by 
occupation, and a minister or the M<.:thodist Church for many years. He was 
one of the first to prcach Methodism in the United States, and was a very 
eminent <.:vangl:list and an able e:xpo\ll1tler of th<.: Scriptures. He was the 
father of the distinguished F<.:(1<.:ral gen<.:ral, S. R. Curtis, who commanded the 
Army of the Southw<.:st during the Civil Vvar. Zarah A. Eaton was the fifth 
of ten children horn to his parents: Alvin, of Kansas; Marcutia died in Illinois, 
the wife of Henry Smith; Judson dicd in I'eoria, Ill., in IS49; Orse!l1l1s died in 
1849; Zarah A.; Samuel resid<.:s in Kansas; James resides in Kansas; Henry 
is a resid<.:nt of Ripley County, Mo.; S,Lrah dicd in Kansas, the wife of Samuel 
H. Wright; and Amanda is the widow of a Mr. IIa('elbeck, of Illinois. Although 
Zarah A. Eaton's father was a scllOol teach<.:r, his (Zarah's) <.:clucation was very 
much neglected, and his early life was spent on the frontier of Illinois. "Vhen 
quite young he developed considerable taste for hunting, and one clay, when 
about fourteen years old, while following his favorite pursuit, came upon a 
drove of deer. He at onc<.: took aim but his gun would not fire. He made 
several attempts with the same result each time, and becoming disgusted he 
gave up trying and turned his thoughts to other matters. He began thinking 
of his lack of education, and then and there formed a determination to supply 
this deficiency. He revolved a plan in his busy brain, and uponhis return home 
laid the matter before his elder brothers, and he soon won them to consent 
to his plan. They built a rude cabin on the farm, apart from the family resi
dence, to which they rcpair<.:cl daily with their books, and each was teacher 
and pupil. By their united and continued efforts they in time became mast<.:rs 
of the situation, and obtained good practical, common educations in this novel 
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way. In 1856 Mr. Eaton was married in. Peoria County, Ill.,. to .Elizabeth, 
daughter of Henry Wright. She wa~ born In New "X"ork, and .d~ed In Varner, 
Mo., in 1890, the mother of four children: Cora, wife of Wilham Bontz, of 
New Mexico; Hattie H., wife of William Hauk, of Peoria, Ill., Viola; and 
Thaddeus, of Doniphan, Mo. Mr. Eaton lived for about five years in Neosho 
County, Kan., but returned to Illinois, and in 1885 caI?e to V:arner, Mo:, where 
he has since made his home. He has been engaged In the timber bUSiness in 
one way or another nearly all his life, and is now engaged in handling ties and 
other timber. During his last residence in Illinois he operat~d a coal mine. 
He was once assessor of Peoria County, and was once county Judge of Neosho 
County, Kan. Socially he is a member of Faithful Lodge No. 304. of the A. 
F. & A. M., at Fairdealing, and though formerly a Democrat in politics, and 
cast his first presidential vote for Pierce in 1852, he is now a stanch Republican. 
He is a shrewd, yet always honorable business man, and his success is due to 
his own efforts. 

HON. A. H. LIVINGSTON. There are many lawyers in West Plains. but 
there are very few left who were members of the bar of Howell County, Mo., 
twenty-two or three years ago. One such is the gentleman whose name is 
mentioned above. A. H. Livingston was born in Kentucky December 24, 
1850, and comes of a prominent Tennessee family. His father, Thomas E. 
Livingston, was·a native of Tennessee, but came to Missouri and settled in the 
north part of Howell County in 1868. There he resided for a number of years, 
following the blacksmith's trade. Our subject passed his early life in Saline 
County, Ill., and in 1868 he came to this county, where he learned the black
smith's trade of his father. He secured a fair education in the common schools 
and followed his trade until after marriage, when he began the study of law 
by the light of the forge. He was admitted to the bar in October, 1871, 
began practicing in West Plains, and has since practiced in all the counties in 
south Missouri. His career at the bar has been one of honor and success, and 
his high standing is but the legitimate reward of the earnest and sustained 
endeavor to succeed, which has been the rule of his professional life. In 1872 
he was appointed circuit attorney of the Thirteenth Judicial District, and two 
years later he was elected prosecuting attorney of Howell County. In 1876 
he was elected to represent this county in the Legislature. In politics he 
supported the principles of the Democratic party up to 1894 and has ever 
taken an active interest in the success of his party. In 1890 he was a delegate 
to the Chicago Convention, and has held many prominent offices. In 1886 he 
was a candidate for Congress and only lacked one vote for the nomination. 
In 1894 he became a Populist, and is an active one. In following his profession 
he has been engaged on many important cases and has defended over 100 
murder cases. He is one of Missouri's most successful and able attcrneys. 
He is a member of the A. F. & A. M. and the I. O. O. F., and a worthy mem
ber of the Missionary Baptist Church. Mr. Livingston was married in this 
county to Miss Elizabeth Gully, daughter of Judge P. N. Gully, of this 
county, and eight children have been given them: Mary (now Mrs. Patton), 
Anna (Mrs. Newton), Nora, Lee H., Cary E., Charles C., Rena and George V. 
Mr. Livingston was a delegate to the Mississippi River Convention, held at St. 
Lou,is ~n 1880. He has given his life. to the law and to political matters, 
begmnmg the study of law before marnage and becoming an attorney before 
twenty-one years of age. His father was a cousin of Gov. T. E. Bramlet of 
Kentucky, and his mother, whose maiden name was Mary Smith and v:.ho 
died in this county in 1894, was a sister to John Smith, of Kent~cky. Our 
subject is a member of the Baptist Church. 
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HERMAN BORTH. Herman Borth, senior member of the firm of Borth 
Barrett & Co., at Doniphan, is a man popular with all classes, and has a host 
of business and soci.al fr~ends. He w<l:s born in St. Louis, Mo., October 17, 
1851, and no doubt mhents much of ~IS pel:severance and industry from his 
German ancestors. HIs father, John l<redenck Borth, was born in Hamburg, 
Germany, and when a young man crossed the ocean and settled in St. Louis. 
In 1858 he moved to Doniphan, Ripley County, Mo., and there died in I86r. 
While a resident of St. Louis he married Miss Henrietta Vittino-hoff also a 
native of Germany. After his death she married Christopher Ges"'ell, a' native 
of Germany, who IS now deceased. At the present time Mrs. Borth resides in 
Doniphan. John Frederick Borth was a shoemaker by trade and an honest, 
persevering citizen. His marriage with Miss Vittinghoff resulted in the birth 
of six children, four of whom are now living. Herman Borth, the eldest, was 
educated in the schools of St. Louis, and afterward assisted in anv work he 
could turn his hand to, though for the most part he was on farms in Ripley 
County, Mo. Later he went to Rochester, N. Y., and for two years was in the 
employ of the New York Central & Hudson River Railroad, first as truckster 
and then in the weighbill office. Later he returned to his home in Ripley 
County and for two years followed agricultural pursuits. He then spent a 
year traveling over Kansas, and in 1878 he went into business with T. IVI. 
Thannisch, the firm name being Thannisch & Borth. They started with small 
capital and continued the business three years, when our subject formed a 
partnership with R. C. Barrett, one of his present partners, and with Mr. A. 
]. McCullum, who remained in the business only a short time. Soon after 
John S. Gesell became a member of the firm and it is now known as Borth, 
Barrett & Co. They carry a very large stock of goods and do an immense 
business. They are honorable and enterprising business men, who have been 
unusually successful, and they deserve credit for their push and perseverance. 
The firm has done a large real estate business too, and Mr. Borth is the indi
vidual owner of extensive landed interests. The firm also owns a saw and 
grist mill, and a great deal of land on Little Black River. In 1880 Mr. 
Borth was elected treasurer of Ripley County and held the position two 
terms, or four years. The same year he married Miss Martha Witson, who 
died a short time after her marriage. In 1884 Mr. Borth married Miss 
Mary Gesell, who soon died, and his third union was with Miss Alice McFad
den in 1886. Three children have been born to the last union. Mr. Borth is 
a Mason and a K. of P. 

RICHARD PILES. Nothing is more true than the statement that in this 
country alone, of all countries upon the face of the earth, a man's family con
nections do not assist him to places of honor and trust in politics, but he must 
win his way by his own exertions, or by his own honest merit. This Govern
ment of the people is no discriminator of persons, but opens its doors wide 
for the entrance of all such as possess the requisite qualifications. It is very 
true that Richard Piles, as every other man whose father was a good and worthy 
citizen, must acknowledge a debt of obligation for wise counsels, watchful care 
and solicitude and intelligent supervision of his education, but in the great 
arena of public life he has had, just as every other successful person, to wrestle 
alone and unaided. Mr. Piles, now the popular collector of Reynolds County, 
Mo., was born in that county, October 10, 1850, to the union of Thomas and 
Louise J. (Odell) Piles, natives of Illinois and Tennessee. The grandfather, 
Richard Piles, was one of the first white men to locate in Illinois, going there 
with the Government surveyors and hunting and cooking for them. He located 
there with the Indians, but when the game began to get scarce he came to Mis
souri, where he could follow his favorite pastime-hunting. This was in 1830, 
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and the trip was made by \Vagull~. I-Ie settled on a farm, !ive? there many 
years, and then moved to a plaCl' in Dry Valley, whcre he tbed .Il!- rS6J. I-Ie 
was a great hunter and was noted for that far and ncar. I n polItIcs he was a 
Democrat. He rearcd a large family, but Thomas Piles, father of 5ub,lcct, was 
the only SOI1. Thomas \\·as about Jivc or six years old whcn the famIi:y came 
to Missouri, and his youthful days were passed amid the n~dc surroundmgs of 
pioneer life. Hc had no schooling and dclighted in huntmg, lIke his f~ther. 
In Rcynolds County he was married to Miss Louise J. Odell, daughter of .lobe 
Odell who camc to this count,· from Tennessee, and here passed the remamder 
of his' life. Nine children \I·el:e horn to Mr. and IVIrs. Piles: Richard, subject; 
Jobe, deceased; --- deceased; ]. B.,a farmer on Dry Creek; T. C. gradu
ated at the Missouri Medical College Df St. Louis, anu is nc:w practicing his 
profession in Oregon Count}·; Rassalle, wife of Ch,lrles ;'1'1. Southupp, of Dry 
Valley, and others who died young. Mr. and Mrs. PIles resided Oil a farm 
until the death of Mr. Piles in I X93. Since then the mother has made her 
home with hcr children. 1\11'. Pile., was a Dcmocrat in polities, and held the 
office of county assessor in IS.+S. He was also a Mason and a mcmber of 
Barnesville Lodge No. 455. The life of Richard Piles from the time of his 
birth up to his t\venty-first year \1 itS spent in his nativc county in assisting in 
the usual duties of [arm life. and in getting a liberal education. He then 
branched out as an agriculturist and later was married to Miss Jennie A. 
vVood, daughter of John B. vV-ood, of this county, but an early pioneer of 
Texas County. After marriage AII'. and Mrs. Piles located in Dry Valley, 
where he started out as a tiller uf thc soil. He is now the owner of 220 acres, 
and in connection with farming Ill' is a successful stock raiser. Like his father 
and grandfather he adheres to the principles of the Democrat party, and in 
r888 he was elected county sheriff, \vhich position he held vcry satisfactorily 
for four years. In 1892 he was elected to the office of county collector. He 
is one of the leading men of the county, and is an active worker for his party. 
He is also a Mason, a member of Barnesville Lodge, and the Centreville 
I. O. O. F. Eleven children have been born to his marriage but only eight are 
now living: Napoleon B., Othie M., Lula M., Parlee, William C. and Louise 
E. (twins), Otto 0., Corre c.. Richard I., J., and Cora E. The last three 
named are deceased_ 

JOSEPH JACKSON PIERCE, who is familiarly known as Joe Jack, is a promi
nent and influential citizen of Oregon County, Mo. In Benton County, West 
Tenn., he was bom in 1849, and is.a son of S .. D. and Kesiah (Forest) Pierce, 
the former a native of Wake County, N. c., and the latter of west Tennessee. 
The father was but a child when his parents took him to west Tennessee, and 
he there grew to manhood and married. In the year 1855 he came to Missouri 
and first settled in Ripley County. where he remained two years, after which he 
moved to Oregon County, and bought a claim. The most of this was in the 
woods on Frederick Creek, and he began at once to clear and improve it. This 
farm now belongs to George Bakel'. and is in Oak Grove Township. Mr. Pierce 
!s still living, is sevef!ty-two years of age, and makes his home with our sub
Ject. Nearly all his life has been spent in farming. Twice he was elected to 
the office of justice of the peace. but would never qualify. During the Civil 
vVar he served four years in a :\Iissouri regiment, Confederate Army, as lieu
tenant, and was cast of the Mississippi River up to the surrender of Vieksburg. 
He .then returned home and joined Freeman's cavalry, with which he remained 
untIl the close. He was never wounded nor taken prisoner. The mother of our 
subject is still living, is sixty-eight years of age, and is a member of the Free
~ill B!lptist Church, in which she has held membership for many years. Mr. 
PIerce IS a Democrat in politic,,- Born to their marriage were cleven children, 
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seven of whom are now living. The original of this notice spcnt his school 
days in this county, while his fathcr was ill tht: ,trmy, and it became his duty 
to provide for thc remainder of the family as hc was the eldest. Whcn twenty
two yearsof age he com[:nen~ed farming on Frt:derick River, on the old place, 
and remallled there unttl 1872, when he \\Tnt to the Cherokee Nation. Not 
being satisfied he returned to Alton, resided tlwrt: one year and then returned 
to the farm on the Frederick .. A year later ht: moved to the place owned by 
Mr. \Vhitehead. In the year 1876 1\1r. Pierce \ras married to Miss M. Eliza
beth Hodges, of this county and State, and they have two children: William 
A. and Heyden M., both at home. In 1878 i\lr. Pierce boug·ht the place where 
he now lives, and has since been engaged in tilling the soil. In 1886 he 
was elected sheriff, held the positioll fOLlr yt:ars to the satisfactioll of all, and 
then returned to the farm. Before serving as sheriff he had held the office of 
constable. Recently he received the nomination for sheriff bv the Demo
cratic party. Mr. Pierce is a member of the Free-vVill Baptist Church, is an 
Odd Fellow, and a Democrat in his political vic\rs. 

A. HARRINGTON. As a leading citizen of Springfield, ill its professional. 
business and social life. lending eminent strength to her bar, tone to her finance 
and g-raee to her society, Mr. Harrington commands attention from the his
torian who would wish to do the city justice. He is one of the ablest of attor
neys, and has few, if any, peers in his comprehensive knowledge of State and 
International law, and has conducted man)' cases to a successful issue. vVhile 
a born orator he does not solely rely upon the rhetorical finish of his sentences, 
upon his fervid declamation or upon his rich imagery, but he has a substantial 
foundation upon which to build, and the result is not only charming to mental 
sensibility but convincing to the reason of his hearers. Mr. Harrington was 
born in Greene County. Mo., December 25, 1849. and soon after his parents 
moved to Springfield, that county. vVhen little more than an infant he was 
left motherless. and was reared by his father with the help of an old negro 
cook. While but a boy his father died, and he was left to ilght his own battles 
in life. When but ten years of age he went to !i\'e on the old home place of 
his parents, nine miles west of Springfield, and after remaining there for some 
time with a brother he wandered off to make his own way in life. He worked 
for some time on a farm, but later was in the Massie Iron vVorks in Mis
souri, where he remained until the spring- of 1861. Although only thirteen 
years of age at the breaking out of the war, when he heard the fife and drum of 
Sigel's command his patriotism was aroused, and on the last of June of that 
year he enlisted for three months. August 25 of the same year he reenlisted 
in the Twenty-fourth Missouri Volunteer Infantry and served three years and 
two months, being mustered out October 14, 1864. He fought bravely for the 
old flag and participated in a number of the llIost important engagements, 
among them Tupelo, Carthage, Pleasant Hill. Vicksburg, fall of Ft. Durance, 
etc., and to this day carries scars from wounds received in those fierce engage
ments. He still suffers from these wounds, too. Although so very young 
when he entered the army, M1'. Harrington was patriotic and loyal to the 
heart's core and was an excellent soldier. He now has in his possession a let
ter written him by Gen. Sigel in 1885. After cessation of hostilities he returned 
to Springfield and followed farming in the vicinity ot that city for some time. 
He was married to Miss Nancy M. Merritt, daughter of Nathan Merritt, and as 
he had never attended school a day in his life. he learned to read and write 
while his family grew up around him. In 1876 he commenced reading law at 
his home fireside and in 1879 was admitted to the bar. It is said that poets are 
born, not made, and so are orators, and among those who are wayers of the 
human emotions by the right of natural inheritance must be classed this able 
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criminal lawyer of Springfield. H<: combines with his forensic genius the t,:l
ent of painstaking and accurat<: analysis and carcfu~ arrangement of facts m 
almost impenetrable order anel solidity, a talent \1illl~h .n~t all orators have. 
In 1880 he made a race for prcsccuting attorney of. Chnstlan County but was 
defeated by a small majority. Later he moved to Ozark, opened a law o.ffice, 
ane! was elected to the office of prosecuting attorney on the Gree:lback tICket 
by an overwhelming majority. For two. years he filled that IwsI~lOn ane! c,?n
tinued practicing law in Ozark until 1888, when h.e moved to Spr!1l.gfield .. f o.r 
some time he was a partner WIth George Pepperc1me, another p~'omll1ent cnml
nallallTer of the city but since November 24, 1890, he has earned on the prac
tice alone. He has' had a rrreat many murder cases, ane! in fact has been 
identified with all the import~nt cases in the county. He is a member of the 
I. O. O. F., Findley Lodge No. 156, Ozark, and a member of the G. A. R. 
post. The following named c~lildren ha\'(: b~en born to. h}s marriase: M.). 
became the wife of 'Nilliam Stevens, of Spnngfield; WIllIam marned MISS 
Belle Thomas and resides on a farm ncar his father; 'vV. 1'. died when three 
years of age; Mary E., Leithe E., Almus c., L. C. and Ray F. All the family 
attend the Methodist Episcopal Church. Mr. Harrington has ever taken a deep 
interest in politics and his vote was cast with the Republican party until the 
formation of the Greenback party, to which he has adhered since. 

THO~lAS 11ooRE. A well known farmer and stockman of Howell Town
ship, Howell County, Mo., is Thomas Moore, whose pro!:;ressive ideas, energy 
and enterprise have done much to make this section the fine agricultural region 
that it is. He hails from the Buckeye State and owes his nativity to Coshoc
ton County, where he first saw the light of day in 1840. His parents, Thomas 
and Catherine (Bess) Moore, were born in the Green Isle of Erin and in Penn
sylvania, respectively, both their births occurring in the year 1800. Mr. 
Thomas Moore, Sr., came from the land of his birth to the United States and 
became a prominent and well-known citizen of the section of Ohio in which 
he settled. He was a man of fair education and intelligence, was a hard
working, industrious man all his life and was a useful and helpful citizen of 
the different sections in which he made his home. In 1844 he came by wagon 
with his family to Maries County, Mo., but about ten years later he moved 
to Gasconade County, where he spent the rest of his life. He was a Methodist 
in his religious belief, and a Whig in politics. He left several brothers and 
sisters in Ohio. His wife died in Montgomery County, III., in 1872, after hav
ing lived a widow a great many years. She had for many years been a devout 
member of the Methodist Church, and it is supposed that her father was of 
Pennsylvania Dutch stock. Her mother died at the age of eighty-five years, 
the wife of a Mr. Ellis. Thomas Moore (the subject of this sketch) was the 
ninth of twelve children born to his parents: Patrick, who died in Ohio after 
reaching manhood; Elizabeth also died in that State, the wife of Noah Sho
walter; Nancy is the widow of Rev. John McKnight, a Methodist minister, and 
resides in Aurora, Mo.; John G. is a farmer and stocJuaiser of North Dakota; 
Elias died in boyhood in Ohio; Mary is the wife of Joseph Pigman and resides 
in Iowa; Hezekiah is a farmer of Montgomery County, Ill., and was a soldier 
in Company M, Fifth Iowa Cavalry, in which he served as commissary ser
geant; Catherine is the wife of George Slutheur, of Vernon County, Mo.; 
Thomas; Henry, a farm!::!' and trader of West Plains, Mo., was also a soldier 
in Company l'v~, Fifth Iowa Cavalry. and se.rved throughout the war, being 
once wounded In the foot; Margaret IS the wldow of Joseph Pryor, of Aurora, 
Mo., and Noah B., who was drowned February 14, 1892, in Barton County, 
Mo., was a teacher. The subject of this sketch was reared on a farm and 
received a common education in the country schools_ He made his home 
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with his mothe~ until he a~tained manho<?d, and in the fall of 1861 joined 
Company M, Fifth Iowa Cavalry, was dnlled at St. Louis and was in the 
engagement at Fo~t Donelson. Af~er about nine months' service he was dis
charged at St. LoUIs on account of III health, after which he returned home 
and ~nc~ more turned his atte~tion to farming in Gasconade County, Mo., and 
in IllIllOIS. He has been a re!udent of Howell County, Mo., since 1869 and 
was here married in 1870 .to ~iss Mary Jane, daughter of Jacob GarI·~tt, a 
sketch of whom appears III thIs work. Mrs. Moore was born in Overton 
County, Tenn., and died April 29, 1893, an earnest and consistent member of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church. Her union with Mr. Moore resulted in the 
birth of the follo.wing: named c!1ildren: John Thomas, Jacob Sampson (de
ceased), Lady Victona, Mary CatherIne, Nora Jane, Martha Elzie,Sarah Eva, 
Patrick Henry and Ethel, la~t two died in infancy. Since marriage Mr. Moore 
has lived on the farm on which he is now residing, whieh comprises 160 acres, 
of which 150 acres ar? under cultivation and well improved. His property is 
situated about five miles east of West Plains and is the result of his own earn
est and persistent effort. He raises grain and feeds and ships stock. He has 
been a lifelong farmcr and there is no branch of the business that he does 
not thoroughly understand. Hc is a member of the Methodist Church, and 
politically is a Republican, his first presidential vote having been cast for 
Abraham Lincoln in 1864. He is a member of the John A. Rawlins Post of 
the G. A. R. As a law-abiding citizen he has not his superior in the county 
and he is also very public spirited and liberal in his support of enterprises 
that are of a worthy character. 

CAPT. JAMES I-l. SilL LEE. This gentleman is a Protestant Methodist min
ister and a farmer of Ozark County, Mo., and as a citizen, neighbor and friend 
is l1Ighly spoken of by all who know him. He owes his nativity to Madison 
County, Ark., where he was born April 10, 1833, a son of Arany Shasteen and 
Martha (Greene) Sallee, who \\ere born in Indiana in 1811 and in lJIinois in 
1821, respectively. Their marriage was celebrated in Schuyler County, Ill., soon 
after which they removed to Marion County, Ark., where they lived a few 
years, then returned to the Sucker State. After a short residence there they 
came to Greene Count.y, Mo., soon after to Taney County and about two years 
later to 07.ark County, settling in the woods on North Fork, one mile 
below the present town of Thornfield. They improved a farm here, then 
moved to a farm on Pond Fork, which continued to be his home throughout 
the remainder of his life. He became a private in Company F, of Phelps' reg
iment, and died at Cassville, Mo., March 30, 1862. He had been an industrious 
farmer all his life, was for some years a justice of the peace, and was one of 
the pioneers of Ozark County. He was very fond of <·11 athletic sports, espe
cially hunting, and was known to kill twenty-four bears in one winter, besides 
elk, deer, panthers, wolves, etc_ He was a soldier in the Black Hawk War 
and was well known for his patriotism, his strict adherence to all that was 
upright and honorable, and his love and faithfulness to home and friends. 
H is father was Rev. Stephen Sallee, who died in Tar.ey County about 1852, a 
Missionary Baptist minister, and also a tiller of the soil. He was of French 
extraction and a man whose character was above reproach. His wife's death 
preceded his by several years and occurred in Arkansas. The maternal grand
father, Leven Greene, died in Texas County, Mo., about 1864, of Irish parents, 
and for many years was a minister of the Methodist Episcopal Church, but 
later identified himself with th(' Protestant Methodist Church. His wife died 
in Texas County also. Capt. James H. Sallee was the eldest of a family of 
eleven children, the other members of the family being an infant that died 
unnamed; Stephen, who died in early boyhood in Ozark County, Mo.; Mary 
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is the wife of Bennett Clark, of northern Kansas; Mariah R. is the widow of 
Thomas Jones, and resides in this county; Ollie Ann is the wife of George 
Hutchinson, of Los Angeles County, Cal.; Leven Thomas became ;l member 
of Company F, Phelps' regiment, was w~unde~ at th~ battle of Pea Ridge 
and died from the effects of that wound !Il Chnstlan County; Henderson L. 
was killed while at home in 1863 by guerrillas; Richar~ L. and Levi reside in 
Ozark County, and Adaline is the wife of Raleigh Gnffith, of Ozark County. 
Capt. James H. Sallee was reared princip~Ily in Ozark County, and .as the 
country was wild and unsettled for a long tHne after they located here l11s edu
cation W;lS obtained principally under the instruction of his mother. In August, 
1859, he was married to Emily, daughter of Samuel and Elizabeth Maritt, who 
came from Tennessee to Christian County, and later to Ozark County, where 
both died, the former from the effects of a v\"ound received at the battle of 
Pea Ridge, while a member of Phelps' regiment. Mrs. Sallee \~as born in 
Tennessee and died in 1867, having become the mother of two chJldren: One 
that died unnamed and John \V. August 1 I, 1867, Mr. Sallee married Mrs. 
Emarine May, daughter of Perry and Martha Martin, who were Kentuckians, 
but were married in Indiana and from there came to Missouri in 1843, spend
ing the rest of their lives in Ozark County, the father dying in 1884 and the 
mother in 1872, they being members of the Christian and General Baptist 
Churches, respectively. Mrs. Sallee was born in Bartholomew County, Ind., 
in 1842, and she and Mr. Sallee are the parents of the following children: 
Martha, wife of David Wallace; Emily Ann, wife of Samuel E. Maritt; Mary 
A., wife of M. J. Maritt; Richard L., William P., James B. and Leven Thomas. 
In 1861 Mr. Sallee joined the United States Home Guards and served until 
November of that year, enlisting as sergeant in Company F, Phelps' regiment, 
with which he served six months, participating in the engagement at Pea Ridge. 
August 9, 1862, he joined Company G, Seventy-third East Missouri Militia, as 
captain, in which capacity he served until December 4, 1863, taking an active 
part in numerous skirmishes in Arkansas and Missouri. He then joined Com
pany B, Sixteenth Missouri Cavalry, as captain, with which he served until 
July ro, 1865, in Missouri and Arkansas, principally on scouting duty. After 
over four years of hard service he received his discharge at Springfield and 
returned to his home. At the early age of eighteen years he was ordained a 
minister of the Protestant Methodist Church and has labored in the service of 
his Master more or less ever since preaching at intervals throughout the war. 
Soon after his return from the army he was made supervisor of l-egistration 
of Ozark County and is now one of the trustees of the Thornfield Normal 
Institute. He was at one time chaplain of Gainesville Post of the G. A. R. 
Politically he has always been a Republican and his first vote was cast for the 
"Pathfinder"-Col. John C. Fremont-in 1856. Capt. Sallee has never sought 
political honors, but has been content to live the quiet, uneventful life of the 
farmer, surrounded by all necessary comforts and secure in the friendship of all 
who know him. 

GEORGE \VASHINGTON MCCASKILL. This gentleman is one of the leading 
farmers and stockmen of Shannon County, Mo., and in the development of 
t~is ?ection he has done heroic \\"ork, for here he was born in 1856, and has all 
hiS IIf<: devoted his atte~tion to agric_ultU1:e. His parents, William and Mary 
(Blassmgame) McCasklll, were born m G!les County, Tenn., in 1827 and 1833, 
respectively, and were reared and married there. In 1855 they came to Shan
non County, Mo., and located in the woods several miles from any other settle
ment. Here he improved a good farm and Jived until about 1879, when he 
removed to Texas County and there died soon after, in 1881, having been a 
very thoroughgoing and successful man of affairs. He was for three years a 
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soldier in the Confederate Army, for thirteen months was with Gen. Price 
was with him on his raid through Missouri, and was at one time captured: 
His {ather, Alle?, McCaskill, wa~ a SO:lth Carolinian by birth, but in 1855 he 
also came from I ennessee to thIS sectIOn, and was here called from life when 
about eighty-four years of af:"e, his wife's death occurring here at about the 
age of ninety. He was of Scotch descent an~ was a soldier of the \Var of 
1812. The maternal grandfatl.ler, James Blassll1game, was for a long time a 
resident of Tennessee, but dUrIng the war Mrs. McCaskill lost all trace of her 
people, and nothing has, b~el~ heard from them since. She is still living, a 
worthy member of the Chnstlan Church, and her union with 1\1r. McCaskill 
resulted in the birth of six sons and four daughters: Louisa is the wife of 
Adam Riley, of British Columbia; James is a prominent merchant of Summer
ville, Mo., where he has recently erected a fine roller flour mill with a 
capacity of sixty barrels per clay; George \Vashington; John, who is a promi
nent citizen of Winona; Lizzie was killed in May, 1894, together with her 
infant spn, by a cyclone that passed near Summerville. The house and all 
adjacent trees were torn to atoms and all the inmates were killed or seriously 
injured. The hired n:a!1 and hired girl were killed, and a little son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Keel was badly ll1Jured. Mr. Keel was caught in the storm while going 
from the barn to the house, and seeing the danger, threw himself on the 
ground and clung to an apple tree and thus escaped uninjured. This was the 
only tree in the yard that was not torn up by the roots and blown away or 
broken off at the ground; the next child was William Jackson; Zimri and 
Levi, twins; Alice, wife of J. R. Day, and Dora, wife of L. E. Cardwell. The 
early days of the subject of this sketch were spent in farming, but unfortu
nately his school clays were very limited. In ISSr he was married to Emily 
Jane, daughter of Isaac and Mary Winningham, who came from Tennessee to 
Howell County, Mo., where the mother died and the father is still living. 
Mrs. McCaskill was born in Texas County, Mo., where her people lived for a 
short time, and after her marriage she resided for five years in that county, 
Mr. McCaskill being engaged in merchandising at Summerville. From that 
place they moved to Eminence, but a few years later came to Winona, where 
he kept a store for some years. About 1893 he purchased the old Daugherty 
and Barksdale farm, about eight miles above Eminence, consisting of 660 
acres, well improved with exceptionally fine buildings, and here he has 
just completed the erection of a fine rolling mill at the mammoth springs on 
his farm, where can be had the best water power in the county. He started 
in life with nothing save the capital with which nature had endowed him, but 
through good business judgment and energy he has become one of the 
wealthy men of the county. He was a Democrat politically, and in 1885 was 
appointed county treasurer to fill an unexpired term, was twice reelected and 
held the office nearly six years. Socially he is a member of Eminence 
Lodge No. 455, of the I. O. O. F., and he and his wife are Presbyterians. 

JOHN C. MCCASKILL. This prominent citizen is one who has built by years 
of industry and good management a business that is recognized as being one 
of the best in the vicinity. In the life of Mr. McCaskill we have a character 
representing integrity, industry and unconquerable will that overcomes all 
obstructions, which brings success under all circumstances; at least so it 
has been with him. Mr. McCaskill was born in Winona in 1860, and is a 
son of William ane! Mary (Blossingame) McCaskill, natives of Giles County, 
Tenn., the father born in r827 and the mother in 1833. There they were 
reared and married, and there they made their home until 1S55, when 
they came to Shannon County and located in the woods a mile above where 
Winona now stands. Mr. McCaskill cleared his farm of 380 acres, made many 
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improvements, and became a substantial and much esteemed ci~izen. About 
1879 he moved to Texas County, and there his death occurred 111 1881, when 
about fifty-four years of age. He was a self-made man, a public-spirited 
citizen, and fought in the Confederate Army all thro~g~ the war, partici
pating in many battles. In. p~litics J:e .advocated .the I?nnclples of the Demo
cratic party. Mrs. McCaskIll IS stlllltvmg and resl~es 111. Texas Coun.ty. They 
reared nine children, and of these John C. was sixth 111 order of birth. He 
received a fair education in the schools of Summersville, Texas County, and 
when twenty years of age left the schoolroom to engage in business for him
self. He first commenced on a limited scale, and for eighteen months was at 
Eminence, Shannon County. Later he was with his brother, G. W. McCaskill, 
and for five years the\' carried on an extensive business. Later our subject 
commenced -building mills at Shawnee Creek, and since then he has erected 
about twenty. He is a member of the McCaskill Mercantile and Lumber Com
pany, and was president of the same. This is o~e of .the most extensive 
enterprises ever carried on here, but after the firm qUIt busll1ess Mr. McCaskill 
ventured in the lumber business alone. and also engaged in merchandising at 
Bartlett. and has built that place to a great extent. He has done a gr,at deal 
to improve and develop the country, and is a valuable ~itizen. In 1881 
he married Miss Talitha Summers. who was born and reared 111 Texas County. 
Mo. The town Summersville was named in honor of the father. Mr. and Mrs. 
McCaskill are the parents of two sons and one daughter. Mr. McCaskill is a 
Democrat in politics and a member of the 1. O. O. F. and the A. O. U. W. 

M. B. CLARKE. M. B. Clarke. cashier of the West Plains Bank. is one of 
the capable and practical business men of the place and his name is synony
mous for integrity and good judgment. The bank, of which he is the most 
efficient cashier. was incorporated in 1883 with a capital stock of $15.000. and 
the officers were: B. F. Olden. president. and Joseph L. Thomas. cashier. 
The capital stock in 1890 was increased to $50.000 and the present officf"rs 
elected. In 1889 Mr. M. B. Clarke was elected cashier. and after serving two 
years again took the position March 1.1883. The other officers are: Judge 
Olden, president, and R. S. Hogan, vice-president_ The bank is doing a gen
eral business and the average deposit is $120,000. The stockholders are resi
dents of the county and are among the wide-awake, thoroughgoing men of the 
same. The building is owned by the bank officials and was erected at a cost of 
$5.000. This bank has probably been one of the best managed of any in the 
State, always having a cash reserve of at least 50 per cent of the deposits, and 
it holds the confidence of the entire public. Mr. Clarke is a native of New 
London County, Conn., born November 12, 1857. and the son of B. F. Clarke, 
who was a sea captain. The father was born in Connecticut and died when 
our subject was fourteen years of age. The mother, whose maiden name was 
Ann A. Pachey. was also born in Connecticut, but was of English parents. At 
present she is making her home in vVest Plains. Our subject is a descendant 
of good old Revolutionary stock and the elder of two children. His brother. 
Perry C. Clarke, is in business in Philadelphia. Young M. B. Clarke gained 
his early schooling in his native town, and after the death of his father he 
began clerking in a crockery store there, following the same for four years. 
All the schooling he obtained was previous to his fourteenth year. From New 
London he went to New York Cit\,. where he clerked for Henrv Russell & 
Co., in the wholesale crockery bus;ness. There he remained until I88!, and 
then became traveling salesman for the William Rogers M~nufacturing Com
pany, of Hartford. Conn., continuing with the same two years. In the fall of 
1883 he located in Oregon County, Mo .. and studied law with W. M. Evans. 
the present circuit judge of the Twentieth Judicial District and was admitted 



OF THE OZARK REGION. 739 

to the bar by Judge JO.hn R. ~oodside, a p~oneer attorney of this part of Mis
souri. He took up hIs practIce at Alton In company with Judge Evans and 
they continued together up to the time Mr. Evans was elected judge. Mr. 
Clarke continued to practice his profession in Alton until 1887, when he came 
to West Plains, where he still continued it until he entered the bank. He and 
Judge Evans were the leading attor~ey.s of this s~c~ion of the State and prose
cuted and defend<?d some of. the Important crImmal cases. In his political 
views Mr. Clarke IS a RepublIcan. He was a delegate to the Minnesota Con
vention, has been a member of the State Central Committee and has been 
chairman of the Oregon County Central Committee. He was a candidate for 
Congress in the last election against Arnold, the Democratic candidate. Mr. 
Clarke is a Mason, past master of Mount Zion Lodge and past eminent com
mander of the West Plains Commandery No. 48. He is also a member of 
the A. O. U. W. After moving to West Plains Mr. Clarke married Miss Attie 
M. AId, daughter of Capt. J. B. AId, of Thomasville, Oreg-on County, Mo., 
and he and wife are worthy members of the Baptist and Presbyterian Churches, 
respectively. One son, Edward, has been born to this union. 

JOHN H. NUNNELEE. The sons of Tennessee are well represented in 
Ripley County, Mo., and they hold conspicuous places in many pursuits 
which make that county a substantial star in the galaxy of Missouri's many 
interesting counties. John H. N unnelee is one of the prominent residents of 
the same and was recently solicited by the Democratic party to accept the 
nomination for collector. He was born in Columbia, Tenn., July 22, 1858, 
to the marriage of James M. D. L. and Lucy Jane (Fowlkes) Nunnelee. The 
father was a native of Hickman County, Tenn., and the SOil of Edward N unnelee, 
who was born in the State of Virginia. The latter, when a boy of thirteen, ran 
away to join the army and was under the command at Lafayette all through 
the Revolutionary War. He afterward entered the Missouri Medical College, 
came out a surgeon and physician and practiced his profession in Hickman 
County, Tenrl., until his death, which occurred when he was eighty-seven 
years of age. He became quite wealthy and was honored and respected by all 
who knew him. This esteemed citizen of Hickman County was a member of 
the A. F. & A. M. lodge at Nashville, Tenn., and held many positions of trust 
in his county. The father of our subject was born January 17, 1826. and died 
September 3, 1876, in Hickman County, Tenn., where he had made his home 
nearly all his life. He followed farming in his younger days and later became 
assistant superintendent of schools, filling this position for two years. After 
this he was salesman for a time, then in the patent rig-ht business, continuing 
in the latter until his death. During the Civil War he was captain of 
a company, Eleventh Tennessee Infantry, but was subsequently in cavalry 
service. He was taken prisoner at Nashville, Tenn., but soon after made his 
escape. He had been a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church South, 
from the age of seventeen until his death, and was an influential member. He 
was a Mason fraternally, and a Democrat politically. Mrs. Nunnelee is still 
living and makes her home with her children, five of whom are now living, 
although fourteen was the original number. Of these our subject was one of 
the youngest. He spent his school days in Hickman County, at Centerville 
Academy, and when sixteen branched out for himself as a farmer there. In 
1881 he came to Missouri and was on the Gulf i{ailroad for some time. He 
then eng-aged in farming again, also the timber business, and still later sold 
goods. He has had charge of Doniphan. Lumber Company's stock for two years, 
and isa most successful and capable bus mess man. He was recently nomll1ated 
by the Democrat party as collector of Ripley County by the largest majority of 
anyone on the ticket. Mr. NunneIee was married in 1884 to Miss Pri"cilla 
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Jeffries, of Howell County, <wd they have two children: Edward M. and John 
F. In politics Mr. Nunnelee is a Democrat, and socially a K. of H. He holds 
membership in the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

ABRAHAM BUFORD. The name of this respected and much esteemed citi
zen is well and favombly known in Reynolds County, for he has been a resi
dent of the same all his life, and his name has been intimately associated with 
the social, intellectual and financial growth of the county. His birth occurred 
on the three forks of Block Ri\'er, in the east part of this county, May I, 1840, 
and in this county he received his education and became familiar with the 
duties of farm life. His grandfather, William Buford, was a pioneer settler 
of Iron County, moving there from Kentucky as early as 1825, and there passed 
the remainder of his life engaged in farming. He was a prominent man in his 
neighborhood. Four sons and probably as many daughters were born to his 
marriage, John Buford, father of subject, being among the eldest. The latter 
was born in the Old Dominion, but was reared in Kentucky, whither his parents 
had moved. When a young man he came to MissoUl'i, and was married in 
Iron County to Miss Elizabeth Davis, whose parents were early settlers of Iron 
County. She was born in Virginia, and died in this county, on Block River, 
where she and her husband had settled at an early day, and where they had 
reared their children. She was an excellent wife and mother. Mr. Buford 
followed the occupation of a farmer. He was a Democrat, and several times 
represented his county in the Legislature. As the years passed by he became 
wealthy, owing: to his good management and business ability, and was sur
rounded by all the comforts of life when his death occurred in 1870. To his 
marriage were born the following children: Nancy, deceased, married William 
Carty, also deceased; Mary first married George Robinson, and after his 
death Daniel Harvey, who disappeared dming the war; Martha J., the widow 
of Hugh Faulkebuf}'j Elizabeth, deceased, was the wife of Benjamin F. Camp
bell; James died when twenty-two years of age, John, William H. and Sarah 
died young; Abraham, subject; Lucy, twin sister of Abraham, is now the 
wife of John P. George, of this county; and Eliza, wife of Thomas Imboden, 
resides in this county. The parents were Baptists in their religious vIews. 
Our subject's boyhood days were passed on the old farm on Block River, and 
he received a fair e<;!ucation in the common schools. \Vhen twenty-one years 
of age he started out to struggle with the stern realities of life, and beg-an his 
career as a farmer and stockraiser. Four years later, when twenty-fiv'e years 
of age, he married Miss America Moore, a native of North Carolina, and the 
daughter of William Moore, who came to this county about the time of the 
war, and is now living in Logan County. After his marriage Mr. Buford 
located in the valley, near Barnesville, and he now owns a good farm of 400 
acres, all well improved. He has always been active in all public matters, is a 
stanch Democrat in politics, and has held the office of county assessor two 
terms. Mr. Buford is a member of the Masonic Lodge at Barnesville, and has 
been treasurer of the lodge since it started. Of the eleven children born to 
hi~ n:arriag~, eight ar~ now living: Elizabe~h (died young), John (died young), 
WIllIam (dIed when SIX years of age), MollIe, James (at home), Blanche (widow 
or Dr. James G. Copeland), Carter (at home), Cora, Walter, Otto and Ethel. 
Mr. and Mrs. Buford attend the Missionary Baptist Church, and he is clerk in 
the same. Aside from his home place Mr. Buford owns a farm in Dry Valley 
and one on Logan Creek, 1,000 acres in all. This is one of the leading families 
of the county. 

JAMES H. JONES .. Ja~lCS H. Jones, sheriff of Oregon County, Mo., is 
worthy: and well qualIfied In every respect for the responsible position he fills, 
and bemg a whole-souled, generous man, is deservedly popular with the pub-
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lie in general. One of the most gratifying features of government in the 
United States is the. efficiency and int.egrity of those who are called upon to 
hold office. The subject of our ~ketch IS one who reflects the greatest possible 
credit on those wh,? .supp~rted hm1 for the office of sheriff of Oregon County, 
for he fill~ that posItIOn wIth an earnestness of purpose, an attention to details 
and with a fidelity that stamps him one of the very best men holding the office 
of sheriff in this or any. other State. Born in Franklin County, Ala., May 28, 
1858, he is a son of JosIah J. and Mary Jane (Bettenton) Jones, the father a na
tive of Alabama and the motller of Tennessee. They were married in Decem
ber, It-:56, in the State of Alabama, and both are now living in Franklin County, 
that State, where the father is engaged in farming. They are both members 
of the Baptist Church. The father was a soldier in the Confederate Army 
from Alabama, and is now about sixty-two years of age. James H. Jones was 
well educated in the schools of Franklin County, Ala., and when eighteen 
years of age he left home and went to the Lone Star State, where he wandered 
all over the State, and was engaged in teaching school and herding cattle. 
In December, 1880, he returned to Alabama, and in the same year he came to 
Missouri and located in Oregon County, where he worked in the circuit and 
county clerk'soffice under Maj. Norman for three years. He was there mar
ried to Miss Rachel Greer, daughter of Capt. S. W. Greer. One son and two 
daughters were born to this union. Mr. Jones was elected assessor in 1884, 
held that office two terms, and then for two years followed agricultural pursuits. 
He was then elected to the office of sheriff of the county and held that posi
tion two terms. He is a Mason, a member of the lodge here, and in politics is 
a Democrat. 

JAMES W. RILEY. I-Ie whose name heads this sketch is one of the leading 
farmers of Spring Creek Township, Howell County, Mo., and was born in 
Franklin County, Mo., in 1847. His parents, Lewis and Ann (Little) Riley, 
were born in Crawford County, Ill., in 1824 and 1829, respectively. They fell 
in love and eloped to Anna, II!., where they were married, after which they 
settled in Johnson County, II!.,. and never afterward saw any of their people. 
In 1845 they came to Franklin County, Mo., later to Maries County, thence to 
Miller and Johnson Counties, then back to Miller County, and when the Civil 
War came up removed to Rolla where Mr. Riley joined Company I, Sixth 
Missouri Cavalry, and died in the hospital at St. Louis August 29, 1863. He 
had been an industrious and reasonably successful farmer, and being upright 
in every particular he was highly respected. When he was a small lad his 
father died in Crawford County, Ill. John Little, the maternal grandfather, 
and his wife also died in Crawford County, Ill., so far as is known. He was a 
native of Holland, but when a young man came to the United States, and 
became one of the wealthiest citizens of Crawford County. After the war had 
closed Mrs. Riley came with her family to Howell County, and here she was 
calleel from life in 1882, after a noble, useful and well-spent life. She was a 
member of the Congregational Methodist Church, and in that faith brought up 
her children: Henry H., who died at Rolla, having been a soldier of the Sixth 
Missouri, United States Army; James W.; John F., who died in this county in 
1872; Converse is a prominent farmer of West Plains; Margaret is the wife of 
R.]. Carrico, of Izard County, Ark.; Letha Etta is the wife of T. J. Dorsey, of 
Ozark County, Mo.; Lewis Cass died in 1867, and two other children died in 
infancy. James W. Riley spent his youthful days on a farm, but his education 
was cut short by the opening of the Civil War. However he has been an 
extensive reader, and especially of general history, and he has an extended 
information on the majority of subjects, in fact is a well-informed and intelli" 
gent man. He is a fluent and entertaining conversationalist, is a genial whole-
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souled gentleman and a most agreeable companion. During the war he 
served for a short time in Company K, Ninth Missouri State Militia, and was 
stationed at Iberia, Mo. After the war was over he came with his mother to 
Howell County, and was here married in 1867 to Martha, daughter of Josiah 
and Jane (vVilliams) Corrico, natives of Greene County, Ind., whence they 
came to Douglas County, Mo., and later to Ho\~ell County,. where they 
followed the occupation of farming, and eventually dIed. Mrs. R.dey was born 
in Ozark County, Mo., and has borne her husband the follow1l1g. ehddren: 
William 1\1., Nancy, (wife of John S. Whitten,) Mattie J., Mary J.,Mltchell E., 
Virginia, Parzetta, Margaret and Maud. Mr. Riley has lived in Spring Creek 
Township nearly ever since the war, and about twenty years ago settled on his 
present farm, upon which but small improvement had been made at that time. 
He now has one of the finest farms in the county, consisting of 230 acres, 
which is well improved in the way of buildings, fence~, etc. l:fe has been.quite 
an extensive stock dealer for a number of years also, 11l fact IS well up 1I1 all 
branches of his calling, and 'a progressive and enterprising man of business. 
He has the push and determination to shove all his enterprises to a successful 
issue, and as a justice of the peace (an office he filled for twel ve years) he was 
intelligent and impartial. He is now a notary public. He was formerly an 
ardent Republican in politics, but early espoused the Greenback cause, and 
has believed in the principles of that party ever since, and is now one of the 
most earnest defenders of the Populist party. I-I e is one of the best informed 
men on political economy in the country, and his reasons for his convictions 
are always clear and well defined. He is a member of Pottersville Lodge No. 
32, of the 1. O. O. F., in which he is past noble grand, and he is one of the 
Patriarch Militant Royal Blue at West Plains. He also belongs to the A. O. 
U. v\'. Lodge No. 262 at 'vVest Plains, and he and his wife are members of the 
Congregational Methodist Church. 

DANIEL \V. FEDISTER. An active and progressive system in any pro
fession or line of business, when based upon principles of honor, is sure to 
bring success, and an illustration of prominence gained throug'h these means 
is seen in the record of Daniel v.,'. Feemster, who is the proprietor of an excel
lent mercantile establishment and a dealer in produce at Noble, Mo. He was 
bam in Lowndes County, Miss., in 1853, but his parents, Rev. Zenus E. and 
Margaret (Maloy) Feemster, were born in South Carolina in 1813 and 
Alabama in 1817, respectively. The former was taken to Mississippi by 
his parents in his youth, and until 1869 was a resident of Lowndes County, 
after which he came to Ozark County, Mo.! locating at the head of Turkey 
Creek where the rest of his life was spent. He was Independent Presbyterian 
minister for many years in Mississippi, but after locating in Missouri was a 
minister of the Congregational Church until his death. He was a man of 
varied and extended information, was strictly self-made, and although he 
never attended school over three months in his life he was an excellent Greek 
scholar. He was a great reader and student all his life and had a fine library 
of choice books. Owing to the fact that he was always a man of delicate 
health, he was not subject to military duty during the Civil War, and during 
the struggle between the North and South he resided in the North. His 
father, William Feemster, was a planter by occupation, and he and his wife 
spel!-t their .declining days. in Lowndes County, Mo. They reared a large 
family of children, and theIr eldest son, Rev. Silas Feemster, was a graduate 
6f Tuscom College, Greene County, Tenn., and a fine scholar. He followed 
teaching and preaching in Lowndes County for over thirty years, and wielded 
a greater influence in the educational and religious circles of that section than 
any other man in the county, and his death was felt as a great loss through 



OF THE OZARK REGION. 74-3 

out the State. Daniel Maloy, the maternal grandfather, was probably born in 
Ireland, but many years of his life were spent in Alabama, where he was 
engaged in teaching ar:d planting, and where he and his wife passed from life. 
The mother of the subject of this sketch is residing on the old farm in Ozark 
County, and she has long been known as a prominent and active worker for 
the cause of Christianity. The following are the children she bore her husband: 
Mary D., wl:o died dt;ring the war; Samuel B. and Martha L. (twins), the 
former a reSident of thIS county and the latter the wife of William McGee of 
the Indian Territ.ory; Tersa J., wife of Samuel Smith, of Ozark County; Sa;'ah 
M., wife of FranCIS M. Jordan, of Alabama; Margaret, who became the wife of 
Theo. Capehart and is deceased; Frances H., wife of Dr. Thomas Feem
ster, of Kansas; Daniel 'vV., and Zenus J. J., who resides on the old home farm. 
The eldest son of the family was a member of Company G, Eighth Illinois 
Infantry, and was with the Army of the Cumberland throughout ·the war. 
Daniel W. Feemster first attended the common schools, after which he finished 
his education at Tuscom College after the war. He began tilling the soil for 
himself at the age of twenty, and in 1873 was married to Barbara, daughter of 
Dougal D. and Mary Matthews, natives of the Old North State but early 
residents of Tennessee, where the [ather died. After this event, in IS71, the 
family came to Ozark County, Mo., and here Mrs. Matthews was called from 
life. Mrs. Feemster was born in Hardin County, Tenn., and is the mother of 
seven children: Maggie, Obe, Cecil, Cora, Dougal, Roy and Mabel. Mr. 
Feemster has been a resident of Missouri ever since coming to the State, with 
the exception of the winter of 1879-80, when he resided in Kansas. He farmed 
exclusively until about four years since, and for the past two years has been 
successfully engaged in merchandising at Noble. He is the owner of a good 
farm of 200 acres, but was compelled to give up agricultural pursuits on 
account of ill health. He has always been a Republican in politics, has 
served some years as justice of the peace, and for eight years has been a 
notary public. He has ,tlways been remarkably public spirited and is a 
prominent, law-abiding and useful citizen and a successful man of business. 
In 1870 his father organized the Congregational Church at Noble, the first 
of that denomination in Ozark County, and of this church the subject of this 
sketch has long been a member. In 1889 he induced his cousin, Prof. Paul 
Feemster, of Kansas, who was formerly professor of languages in Tuscom 
College, Tenn., to come here and organize a school. The founding of Noble 
Academy was the result of his efforts, and Prof. Feemster successfully 
managed it for two years, and made of it a first-class educational institution. 
It is a fine two-story frame building 40X44 feet, with an " L" 18x20 feet, built 
by eight of the citizens of the section and under the auspices of the Congrega
tional Church. Mr. Feemster is one of the trustees of this institution. 

ANDREW Cox. The farmers of Shannon County, Mo., are noted for their 
thrift, energy and perseverance, and consequently for the success which has 
attended their efforts. Prominent among these is Andrew Cox, who was born 
in Sullivan County, Tenn., in IS54, of which section his parents, David and 
Jane (Hughes) Cox, were also born, the fanner in IS18 and the latter in 182I. 
Until about 1858 they resided in the State of their birth and in Virginia, then 
came by wagon to Shannon County, the journey thither occupying thirty-six 
days. They located in Spring Valley and after residing there for quite a 
number of years removed to Current River, where the father died in June, 
IS86, and the mother in December, 1890. Mr. Cox devoted his attention to 
farming throughout life, was successful in this calling and became well to do. 
He was one of the county's most substantial citizens and his death was much 
regretted. He had two brothers and three sisters: William, Caleb, Nancy, 
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Louisa and Harriet. Their father, Gilberry Cox, died in Sullivan County, 
Tenn., but was a native of one of the Carolinas and was of Irish origin. The 
maternal grandfather, James.Hughes, <:ame to Sha.nnon Co.unty, Mo., in 1858, 
but died a few days after IllS arnval m th1S sectlOn, havmg been a wagon 
maker by trade. H is wife died in Tennessee. Andrew Cox was on~ of the 
following children: N anc)" wife of Peter Rose, of Texas;, Caleb J.! of Shannon 
County' Marv, of Crawford County; Andrew; James; Sarah, w1fe of James 
Armstr~ng; William; David; John, who died in this county, and Sallie, wife of 
John Howell. Andrew Cox spent his youth and early manhood or: his 
father's farm, and owing to the scarcity of schools at that time the educatIOnal 
advantaues \vhich he received were very limited indeed. He remained with 
his pare~ts until he was twenty-four years of age, and in 1880 was married to 
Olive, daughter of James and Haney George, who came from Illinois to 
Shannon County, Mo.; and died at Spring Valley. Mrs. Cox was born at 
Spring Valley, Mo., and was reared and educated here. Her union with Mr. 
Cox has resulted in the birth of one son, James Napoleon. Mr. Cox lived 
on Current River for one year after his marriage, since which time his home 
has been where he nuw lives, where he has two good farms, both of which he 
has nicely improved himself. Throughout life he has followed farming, and 
as he started out to make his own way in the world with but little capital the 
success which has attended his efforts has been remarkable, and his career is 
well worthy the imitation of those situated as he was. He is a member of 
Eminence Lodge No. 455, of the 1. O. O. F., and politically has been a life
long Democrat, and cast his first presidential vote for Tilden in 1876. 

JUDGE GEORGE F. CHILTON. To become distinguished at the bar requires 
not only capacity, but also sound judgment and persevering industry. These 
qualifications are combined in no gentleman at the Shannon County bar to a 
greater extent than in George F. Chilton. A careful and accurate adviser, and 
an earnest and conscientious advocate, his success at the bar has been achieved 
by the improvement of opportunities, by untiring diligence, and by close 
study and correct judgment of men and motives. The Chilton family is an old 
and prominent one in the history of Missouri, for certain members of this family 
were among the earliest of the early settlers of this State. Truman Chilton, 
grandfather of our subject, was a native of that grand old State, Virginia, but 
at an early date he moved to Roane County, Tenn., and thence to Shannon 
County, Mo., in 1837. He was one of the very first to settle here. Ff e had lost 
his wife in Tennessee, and as his elder brother, Thomas Chilton, had already 
settled in Shannon County, Mo., he came on and made his home with him until 
1841. He and his brother and a cousin served in the 'vVal' of 1812. Stockraising 
and farming were their principal occupations, and Truman Chilton followed 
these until his death in 1843, when sixty-three years of age. His son, Thomas T. 
Chilton, was a native of Virginia, and was but a child when his father moved 
to Roane COllnty, Tenn. There he grew to mature years, and there he was 
married to Miss Sophia Larew, a llative of east Tennessee. In 1841 he and 
his wife started "Vest and located in Shannon County, Mo., on Current River, 
n.ear Old Eminence, when there were a very few people scattered along the 
nver and on some of the creeks. From that time until his death Truman 
Chilton made his home with his son. Thomas T. Chilton bought a small 
farm, commenced clearing and improving, and soon became the owner of a 
g:lOd. home. He died February I, 1861, when sixty-one years of age. He was 
C!rCult and county clerk for a number of years, and held other prominent posi
tIOns. In politics he was a \Vhig. His wife died in 1874, when sixty-seven 
years of age. She was an earnest member of the Methodist Church. Born to 
their marriage were five children, of whom our subject was the eldest. He and 
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his brother James, W!lO resides in .Washington State, are the only ones now 
living. George F. Chilton w,:s born III Roane County, Tenn., February 1, 1836, 
and during his youth he received but very little schoolir:g, his education being 
acquired mostly at home and by practIcal expenence with the world. Vi/hen 
twenty-one years of age he started out in the footsteps of his ancestors and 
engaged in agricultural. pursuits in Spring Valley, ~hannon County. There he 
cleared up a farm, and III 1860 he was elected shenff and collector, a position 
he held until November, 1861. From that time until 1884 he cultivated the 
soil in Spring Valley, and became the owner of a number of farms on Current 
River and near Emir:e?ce .. In thc fall. of 1866 he was appointed sheriff, 
reelected to that posItion III 1868, and III 1870 he was elected to represent 
Shannon County in the Legislature, holding that position four sessions. In 
1878 he was again elected sheriff and collector, and reelected in 1880. In the 
year 1890 he. was elec~ed. county and probate judge, and. has held that office 
since. PrevIOus to thiS, III 1888, he was elected prosecutlllg attorney and held 
that position two years. The success and honor which have attended his walk 
through life arc due to his own good qualities of heart and head, and his career 
is worthy the emulatIOn of all who would make a mark in life, and leave behind 
him footprints on the sands of time. Mr. Chilton studied law at home, was 
admitted to the bar in 1874, and has been in the practice ever since. On the 
6th of November, 1856, he was married to Miss Mary McCormic, a native of 
Shannon County, and the daughter of James McCormic, who was a pioneer 
settler of this county. Seven children were born to this union, two sons and 
five daughters. Mr. and Mrs. Chilton are members of the Cumberland Pres
byterian Church, and he is an elder in the same. Socially he is a Mason, a 
member of Winona Lodge, and he is also an Odd Fellow. Politically he is a 
stanch Democrat. 

MILTON B. CHANDLER, M. D. Although young in years, Dr. Milton B. 
Chandler has made rapid strides in his profession and is classed among the 
popular members of the healing art in Howell County. He has gained a 
flattering reputation as a physician and has already built up a patronage com
plimentary to his ability in the medical profession. He was born in Spring
field, Mo., August 2, 1857, and is a son of William P. Chandler, an old resident 
of Springfield, who died at the beginning of the late war. The father enlisted 
in the Eighth Missouri Cavalry and died while in service at Springfield. He 
was a native Virginian and came to Missouri in 1843, settling in Greene County, 
six miles north of Springfield. He came to this State with his father, Daniel 
Chandler, a well-known man in Springfield, who died in 1891. The latter was 
one of Missouri's pioneers, and a large slave owner and a Republican. The 
mother of our subject died when the latter was but nine days old. Her 
maiden name was Harriet A. Thomas, and she was the daughter of Blockman 
C. Thomas, an early pioneer of Greene County, Mo. Mr. Thomas came to 
Greene County in 1844, with seven children and but very little money, and 
made his home there from 1843 till 1856. From there he moved to Howell 
County and located ten miles north of West Plains, at what is known as White 
Church. He was the founder of the church and was also one of the founders 
of the Presbyterian Church in Springfield. Mr. Thomas died in 1890 in West 
Plains, where he had lived since 1874, and where he had followed merchandis
ing. He was also a leading real estate man and built many residences and 
laid out a large part of the city of West Plains. He held the position of chief 
of the Commissary Department at Springfield, ,Mo., and was an old-l!ne Whig, 
and a strong Union man. He had a large family, but only three chIldren are 
now living: G. B., lumber dealer in West Plains, and Mrs. Henry and Mrs .. G. 
W. Burrough, who are residing ten miles north of West Plains. Our subject 
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received his scholastic training in Springfield, obtaine.d a good education, and 
in 1879 began the study of medicine. Later he entered the Missouri Medical 
College at St. Louis, and graduated in the class of 1882 .. Later he. began 
practicing in this city, has been very successful and confines hImself tc;> city an.d 
office practice. He is well-read and well posted on all matters relatll1g to his 
profession, seems to have a natural taste and a decided aptitude for the study 
of medicine, and his skill and success in this calling are well known. In 1893 
the Doctor took up a special course at Chicago and is up with the times. He 
is giving more attention to surgery than any other bra!lch o~ t}1e profession 
and excels in this. Dr. Chandler is a member of the MIssouri State Medical 
Society, also the Southwest Missouri Association and Howell County Associa
tion, and was vice-president of the Missouri State Medical Association in 1890. 
He is a member of the K. of P., of West Plains, and is treasurer of the same. 
In a business way he has been successful. He is interested in the real estate of 
West Plains and is a stockholder in the Howell County Bank. In politics he 
is an active Republican, a member of the State Central Committee, and was a 
member of the County Committee, in which he held the position of secretary. 
The Doctor held the position of secretary of the United States Board of 
Examining Physicians of Howell County, from 1889 up to 1893, and then 
resigned. He resides on West Main Street, and his pleasant home is presided 
over by his wife, formerly Miss Emma C. Shutler, the daughter of Dr. C. H. E. 
Shutler, an old settler of Howell County, who died in 1887. To Dr. and Mrs. 
Chandler have been born one son, Otto. Both are members of the Presbyte
rian Church. 

JUDGE DANIEL K. PONDER. In recounting the forces that have combined 
to make Ripley County, Mo., what it is, more than a passing reference must be 
paid to the life and labors of Judge Daniel K. Ponder, of whom it may be truth
fully said that no one has done more to lay the foundations of the country's pros
perity deep, and to build upon them surely and well. His ability has been backed 
by enterprising business measures all.d progressive ideas, and since 1890 he has 
ably filled the responsible position of county judge, and has discharged his 
duties with impartial fairness. He was born in Hickman County, Tenn., in 
1831, a son of Archibald and Sarah (Kinzie) Ponder, a notice of whom is 
given in the sketch of A. J. Ponder. The youthful days of Judge Ponder were 
spent in attending the public schools of Ripley County and in assisting his 
father to clear up the homestead, and while thus employed he learned lessons 
or industry and perseverance that were the stepping stones to his success in 
later years. At the age of twenty he turned his attenti"on to farming on the 
Calumet River on his own account, and hel'e his early experience and hard 
work were of material use to him, and there he laid the foundations of his 
present comfortable fortune. The land was quite heavily covered with timber, 
but he set energetically about the work of clearing, and was successfully 
engaged in tilling the soil up to the opening of the Civil War, when he gave 
up that business to open a hotel in Doniphan, and in 1869 became the owner 
~f ~he ~ne f~rm where he now lives, comprising 200 acres adjoining the city 
IU!lIts o~ DOl1lphan, of which sixty are under cultivation, and are carefully and 
WISely tilled. In 1886 he built the Commercial Hotel of Doniphan, which is a 
large and well-appointed establishment, but the management of this is intrusted 
to o~hers, for his time is fully occupied in discharging the duties of his office 
and I.n look!ng after his farm and his stockraising interests. Although he lost 
heavdy dUring the war, he has retrieved his fallen fortunes in a great measure, 
and .now has a sufficit;nt amount of this world's goods to keep him in comfort. 
Ht; IS a man o~ supenor mental endo.wments, possessing so~nd judgment and 
qUIck perceptIOn, and the cases wl1Jch have come before hIm have been han-
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died with ease and ability. He is just, yet always crenerous in his cntlclsms 
and no more fitting man to wear the judicial robe c~uld be found than Judg~ 
Ponder. In ISSI he :vas married. to Mi.ss Emeli~e Merrell, a daughter of John 
Merrell, who was a pIOneer of t~IS ~ectlOn, an~ III this county she was born, 
and here she also passed from hfe III 1863, havlllg become the mother of two 
children: John P., a merchant of Doniphan, and Frania, wife of Thomas 
Thannisch, of Texas. The following children are deceased: Sarah, wife of E. 
W. Wright, of Doniphan; James, who was sixteen years old at the time of his 
death; and Sarah, who was fourteen years old when she died. In 1865 Judge 
Ponder wedded Margaret Lowe, by whom he has one child, Archibald R, 
who is farming on the home place. The Judge is a member of the Cumber
land Presbyterian Church, in which he is an elder, and since 1861 he has been 
a member of the A. F. & A. M., and has been master of Composite Lodge No. 
369 for twenty years. He has represented his lodge at various times in the 
Grand Lodge, and is a member of Jerusalem Chapter at Poplar Bluff. I-Ie 
has ever been a Democrat politically. 

CAPT. ALFR:E.D M. JULIA:N. Among the many prominent, enterprising 
and successful citizens of Spnngfield, Mo., whose bIOgraphy it is a pleasure to 
give among the honored ones of that city, is the pioneer attorney, Capt. Alfred 
M. Julian, who has been a resident of Springfield since the year 1838. Over 
eighty years have passed over the head of this venerable man, leaving their 
impress in the whitening hair and lined features, but while the outward gar
ments of the soul show the wear and tear of Years, the man himself is richer 
and nobler and grander for the experience -that each successi\·e decade has 
brought him. Honorable and upright in every walk of life, his long career 
has been without blemish or blot to mar its whiteness. Capt. Julian was born 
in Knox County, Tenn., August 7, 1813, and was a son of John and Lucretia 
Julian, natives of North Carolina and England, respectively. The Julian family 
is of French origin and settled in America during the seventeenth century, in 
South Carolina. John Julian, father of subject, was a representative man of 
his county in North Carolina, and took a prominent part in all matters of 
moment. In politics he was a \Vhig. The mother was of Scotch descent, o:nd 
hel· ancestors came to America at a period antedating the Revolutionary War, 
some of them taking a prominent part in that struggle. The Julian family 
resided for many years in North Carolina and Virginia, but finally moved to 
Tennessee, where the parents of our subject passed the closing scenes of their 
lives. The early life of Capt. Julian was spent in Tennessee, and he learned 
the trade of mechanic when but a boy. After following this until 1836 he 
served for two years in the Florida Seminole War, in Company Thirteen. com
manded by Jacob Peak, with the rank of orderly sergeant. He took part in a 
number of battles, and in 1838 was mustered out at Fort Cas~. He then cam~ to 
Springfield, Mo., which was then but a village,and engaged ~n !he \\"001 ca~dmg 
business, afterward erecting a factory. He had very lImited educatIonal 
advantaO"es, and while in the army studied what books he could find-a,:d 
these c;nstituted Blackstone and an arithmetic. He remained engaged III 
carding wool until the breaking out of the Ci\'il War, when he took the Uni~n 
side and was with the Federal Army until May, 1862. He was made captalll 
near Springfield, and was with Col. Fremont for some time::.. Afte:- l\Iay, 1862, 
he was made commissioner of the Board of Enrollment of SprIngheld. Early 
in the history of Springfield he studied law, was admitted to the ~ar and ?eg~n 
practicing. At an early day he bought land and was cn~aged llI.farmmg 1.11 
connection with his law practice until 1878, when he retired, ha\"lng lost. hiS 
wife, who had been his most efficient helpmate for many years. Her m.alden 
name was Susan Owens, daughter of S. H. Owens. Eight of the de,·cn dllldren 
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born to thi,; worthy couple are now living, and seven make .their hOl~~ in 
Springfield. :'vir. Julian I:as always been ~ stan~h De,mo.crat In ~IS pohtlcal 
views, and has ever been mterested m pubhc affaIrs. SocIally he IS a Mason, 
a member of Chapter No. IS. As an attorney he was well known at. an early 
day, and practiced his profession all over the. cou~try. He met wIth :nany 
incidents of note, and, being a fine conversatlonahst, can relate them 111 an 
interesting and pleasing manner. 

DANIEL TEFFERSON LANCE. The parents of our subject, Anthony and 
Rosina (Simeral) Lance, were natives of Tennessee, ~nd in that State cele
brated their nuptials. Previous to the birth of our subject they moved to Mis
souri and wefe pioneers in that State. The father put up the first v:agon shop 
in the town of Fredericktown, Madison County, and entered upon hIS career as 
a wagonmaker. He worked at that and farming until his death, which 
occurred before the war. He was successful in his different occupations and 
amassed a comfortable competence. After the death of the mother of OUf subject 
Mr. Lance married again. He never cared to hold office, but was an earnest mem
ber of the Christian Church in which he had held membership since a boy. By 
his first union he became the father of thirteen children, ten of whom are now 
living. A child by his second marriage is deceased. The original of this 
notice first saw the light of day in Madison County, Mo., February 21, 1842, 
but subsequently moved with his parents to Howell County, where he received 
his education. After the death of his father he went in business with an older 
brother in Howell County and was there when the Civil 'vVar broke out. In 
1862 he enlisted in Company B, Tenth Missouri Confederate Infantry, with 
which he remained until it was consolidated with other regiments, and contin
ued with it until the cessation of hostilities. He was in the battles of Pea 
Ridge, Mansfield, Pleasant Hill, Saline River or Jenkins' Ferry, and many 
others too numerous to mention. He was never wounded, was taken pris
oner once, but soon made his escape. When the war closed all he had was a 
worn-out Confederate uniform. His first move after this was to go to Rosier's 
wood yard, on the Mississippi River, and he worked there six months. From 
there he went to Baily Station, on the Iron Mountain Railroad, remained there 
six months and then came to Oregon County and commenced working in Salt 
Petre Cave, but in connection was also engaged in farming. He became the 
owner of 400 acres of land but soon after disposed of that place and moved 
to his present farm which now consists of 580 acres. At one time he was the 
owner of 1,000 acres, but gave his children considerable land. He has 220 
under cultivation, all the result of great industry and perseverance on his part. 
In the year 1867 he married Miss Nancy Emily Johnson, daughter of James M. 
Johnson, Sr., who \vas an old pioneer after whom Johnson Township was named. 
He was one of the first permanent settlers here. Mrs. Johnson is still living. 
-r:en children have been born to our subject's union, nine of whom are living, 
SIX sons and three daughters, all at home. He has been tendered office time 
and .again but \\:ill not accept. For fifteen years he has been handling stock, 
bUYlIlg and seUlIlg, and usually has I So to 200 head of cattle all the time. He 
and Mrs. Lance are members of the Missionary Baptist Church, a Mason, a 
member of Alton Lodge No. 255, and he is a Democrat in politics. He is a 
successful man and a worthy and esteemed citizen. 

J?R. A<:RA;I! P. IRVINE. However well compensated a physician may be 
for hiS serVIces, and the cases are very numerous in which he neither asks nor 
receives compensation, his profession must ever be regarded as the noblest 
and most beneficial to mankind. Dr. Abram P. Irvine has attained eminence 
in his pro.fessio~ and being of a cheerful disposition himself, he has the 
faculty of 1111partmg courage to those who are despondent from illness, and 
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his skill in the diagnosis and treatment of diseases is the cause of the success 
he has won in his profes~ion. He wa~ born in Boyle County, Ky., in 1848, a 
son of Abram and AmelIa (Moss) Irvme, who were also born on Blue Grass 
soil, the father September 7, 1796, and the mother March 7, 1809, their union 
taking place January 12, 1826. The father was a man of more than ordinary 
ability and intelligence, and transacted all the ordinary business of the neigh
borhood in which he lived, such as writing wills, deeds, etc. He had a fine 
library for his d.ay and was excejJtior:ally well in.formed on general topics. 
He tilled the ~Oll successfully: until. his death, which occurred February 22, 
1849, and his Widow survI,:ed hml until November 20, 1~69, both being worthy 
members of the Presbyterian Church at the time of thell' deaths. His father, 
John Irvine: was of Sco~ch-Irish desceI2t, but \\"~s born in Virginia February 3, 
1758, and dledm what IS now Boyle County, Ky., August 23, 1814, of which 
section he was a very early settler. His wife, Prudence Irvine, also died in 
Kentucky April 14, 1824, her birth having occurred in September, 1761. Nine 
children were born of .their union. The great-grandfather, Abram Irvine, was 
born in Scotland and IS supposed to have died in Virginia. The Grandfather 
Moss was an Irishman and was one of the very early settlers of BoyIc County, 
Ky. He was killed during the Mexican War. His wido\v, Lucy Moss, afterward 
married a Mr. J?oneghy and di~d in Kentucky. She had two daughters by 
Mr. Moss: Luc1l1da, who marned a Mr. Caldwell, and Amelia (Mrs. Irvine). 
She had several SOIlS by Mr. Doneghy: James and John, the fonner of whom 
was a captain and the latter a surgeon in Gen. Price's army during the war. 
Dr. Abram 1'. Irvine was the youngest of fourteen children born to his par
ents, seven of whom died quite young. The others were: Lucy, wife of the 
late Rev. R. H. Caldwell, a prominent Cumberland Presbyterian minister of 
Kentucky; Leonidas, a farmer of Boyle County, Ky.; Joseph W., who died in 
1892, was a farmer of Kentucky; Ellen P. is the wife of Joseph McDowell, of 
Kentucky; Margaret L. is the wife of A. C. McElroy, of Kentucky, and 
Gabriel C, who died in Kentucky about 1891. The immediate subject of this 
sketch, Dr. A. P. Irvine, was reared on a farm and was educated in Center 
College at Danville, Ky., and in 1882 he graduated from the Memphis (Tenn.) 
Medical College, after which he practiced his profession near that city until 
1884, then came to his present location where he has already made himself 
well known as a skillful and .successful medical practitioner. He owns a 
good fal'm and a beautiful home, and his place is remarkably well improved 
in various ways, there being a fine orchard of choice fruits near his home. He 
began doing for himself by teaching school for some years, for although a 
comfortable fortune was left him and his brothers and sisters by their father, 
he lost his during the financial crisis of 1873 and was compelled to commence 
the battle of life without means. He was married in 1869 to Bettie, daughter 
of Joseph W. and Susan H. (Caldwell) Fleece, native Kentuckians, who 
died in Memphis. Tenn., the former of whom was a merchant and afterward a 
trader and money loaner. Mrs. Irvine was born in Boyle County, Ky., and of 
eight children born to herself and the Doctor, six are living. Dr. and Mrs. 
Irvine are members of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church, and he is a Dem
ocrat and cast his first presidential vote for Greeley in 1872. 

MARTIN SINGLETON. A well-kept hostelry is a blessing to any com
munity, and this has been found to be the case in the Singleton Hotel of Ava, 
which is a popular and well-patronized establishment, and is managed in an 
able manner by Mr. Singleton. He was born in Hamilton County, East Tenn., 
April 27, 1847, a son of John and Susanna (Scott) Singleton, who were born 
in Georgia and Tennessee, respectively, the former being a son of Leonard 
Singleton, who was one of the early settlers of Tennessee. Upon the removal 
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to Missouri of John Singleton and his wife they settled in St. Francois County, 
but a year or two later moved to \Nashington County, and in 1857 to Douglas 
County, and located a short distance east of Ava: Th~ father is now livi.n~ 
on a farm ten miles east of that place, where he IS a hIghly honored old CItI
zen. During the war he served in the Home Guards;. in politics is a stanch 
Republican, and has long been a member of the BaptIst Church. ~e was left 
a widower in 188R, his wife dying at the age of fifty-five years. TheIr children 
are as follows: \V. B. is a man of family, lives on the old home place, and 
was a soldier in the late war; Martin; Thomas S., who is married and resides 
near Ava; Austin is living two miles southeast of Ava, is a farmer and a man 
of family; Isham is a farmer residing three miles east of town; W. H. lives on 
a part of the old homestead; Cynth is J. is the wife of W. T. McDonald, of 
this county; Ardamissa is the wife of Benjamin Vinson, of this county; Rob
ert J. died in 1862. The subject of this sketch ha7 resided .in Douglas C:oun~y 
since he was ten years old, and here the most of Jus educatIOn was acquIred III 
the public schools. When seventeen years old he enlisted in a company of 
State Militia, but had only served a few months when the war closed. He saw 
some hard service while the war was in progress, and for some time thereafter 
also, but he applied himself with energy to his work and in time found himself 
in comfortabie circumstances. In 1865 he was married to Elizabeth Kelton, a 
daughter of William H. and Nancy (Kidd) Kelton, who came to Missouri 
from Kentucky, although Mrs. Singleton was born in Tennessee. Mr. Single
ton followed farming up to 1884, when he moved to Ava and built the hotel and 
livery stable of which he is now the proprietor, and he has since conducted a 
prosperous business, and has proven that he is the right man in the right 
place. He is one of the leading business men of Ava, and is a decidedly pub
lic-spirited citizen, anxious to promote the welfare of his section and the good 
of mankind in general. He is a member of the 1. O. O. F., is a strong Repub
lican politically, and he and his wife are members of the Methodist Episco
pal Church. They have children as follows: J. W., who is a Republican like 
his father, is county collector, is a farmer near Ava, and is a man of family; 
Mary A. is the wife of William A. Miller; Martha A. is the wife of Henry 
Miller; Mandalia is the wife of George Campbell, of Mansfield; William 1. 
and Nancy R. 

REV. GEORGE W. SUMMER. In addition to looking after the spiritual wel
fare of his fellows, Rev. George W. Summer is also engaged in tilling the soil 
in Shannon County, Mo. He was born on Current River, this county, in 1847, 
to Andrew J. and Adaline (Boyd) Summer, natives of Morgan County, Tenn., 
where the father was born in 1815. and the mother some six or seven years 
later. They came to Shannon County when young and were married here 
and here spent the rest of their lives, the father dying in August, 1886. He 
was a member of the Missionary Baptist Church, as is his widow who still 
survives him. Mr. Shannon was a lifelong farmer, and in politics was a Demo-' 
erato His father, John Henry Summer, was of German descent, followed farm
ing and blacksmithing for a livelihood, and died in Tennessee, while his wife, 
who was born in South Carolina, died in Shannon County, Mo. To them six 
sons and two daughters were born, who lived to be grown. and all but one 
daughter made their home in this county. The maternal grandfather, James 
Boyd, came from Kentucky to Shannon County at a very early day, followed 
farming and hunting. and died here before the war. His wife also passed from 
life in this section. and they left behind them four sons and three daughters. 
Rev. George W. Summer was the third of eight children born to his parents: 
James, the eldest, was with Price during the war, was wounded in the fight at 
Glasgow, was captured and imprisoned at Alton, 111., and while there he vol-
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unteered in the Federal service and went to the plains, where he remained 
nearly two years (he ~as since been farmi~g in S~annon County); Juritta, wife 
of Caleb J. Cox, of this county; Amanda IS the wife of W. L. George; Frances 
is the wife of L: M. ~anks; ~meline is the wife of William Stoops, of Texas 
County, Mo.; Sirena IS the wife of James Cox, and Ella Rebecca is the wife of 
Sidney Cardwell. The early life of Rev. G. W. Summer was spent in learning 
the details of farm work, his school days amounting to merely a three months' 
term. On March ro, 1870, he led to the altar Miss Clarinda C., daughter of 
Robert and Martha McHenry, who came to this section from Tennessee in 
1853, and here spent the rest of their lives engaged in farming, and reared a 
very large family. Mrs. Summer, who was born in Tennessee, has borne her 
husband eight children: James Columbus, John Andrew, Timothy Hamilton, 
Amanda Rebecca, George W., Nancy Jane,Sarah Adaline and Robert Marion. 
Since his marriage Mr. Summer has lived on his present farm in Spring Valley, 
whirh consists of 240 acres of as fine farming land as there is in the county, and 
on \\ hich is a very comfortable residence and good outbuildings of all kinds. 
He has al ways been a Democrat in politics, and his first presidential vote was 
cast for Greeley in 1872. He has served two terms as associate justice of the 
County Court from the Western District, was first elected in 1882, and again in 
1886, serving four years in all. He has been a member of the Missionary 
Baptist Church for twenty-five years, has been a regularly ordained minister for 
three years, and is now pastor of the Christian Home Church, near Summer
ville. He is a very close and earnest reader of the Scriptures, and in the vine
yard of his Master has done noble work. He is strictly a self-made man, 
is actively interested in all public matters, and can at all times be relied upon 
to give aid where it is most needed. 

HON. COMMODORE PERRY CHILTON. Few names are more familiarly 
known in Shannon County, Mo., than that of Chilton, and it is so thoroughly 
interwoven with its history that a work of this character would be incomplete 
without frequent reference to some member of the family. Commodore Perry 
Chilton was born on the old homestead, one mile from Eminence, Shannon 
County, Mo., December 6, 1844, and is a son of Joshua Chilton, who was one 
of the leading and influential men of the county. Our subject acquired a good 
education in the schools of this county, and by observation and contact with 
the world has increased this until he is now considered one of the best posted 
men in his section. As his father was killed in 1862, he remained at home and 
cared for his mother and the balance of the children, and continued to till the 
soil on the farm. During his boyhood days his health was not very good, but 
he carried on farming for ten or more years and then bought another farm, 
137 acres, 65 acres under cultivation, on Delaware Creek. This farm is where 
the Delaware Indians camped, and is one of the oldest settled tracts in this 
part of the county. In the year 1887 Mr. Chilton was elected to represent 
Shannon County in the Thirty-fourth General Assembly, and in 1892 he again 
represented the county in the Legislature. He served on the Committee of 
Means and Ways and others of importance during his first term in the House, 
and the last time he was on the Committee of Insurance, Printing, Militia and 
Labor. He also served in the call session of 1888. Mr. Chilton was married 
in 1871 to Miss Cynthia Emily Freman,a native of Phelps County, Mo., and the 
daughter of Col. T. R. Freman. Three living children are the. fruits of this 
union: Mary E., at home; Russia B., wife of Frank Rogers ofthls. county; 3:nd 
Leon. The children deceased were named as follows: Manon M. dIed 
August 8, 1876, when six years of age; Ora Ann died September I, 1879, an 
infant; and Thomas Joshua died November 12, 1884, when in his ninth :fear. 
Mr. Chilton had the misfortune to lose his wife March 28, 1889. Mr. ChIlton 
is a Democrat in politics. 
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\VEBB SUMMERS, one of the prominent stockmen of Howell County, is a 
native of Georgia, born in Fannin County, March 3, 1854, to th.e marriage of 
Thomas and Mary (Ensley) Summers. The father was. a native of North 
Carolina, but moved to a farm in Georgia and there died before the war. 
After his death his widow came to Missouri, located in Dent County and from 
there moved to Howell County in 1874 making her home ncar West Plains 
for some time. She now makes her h;me with her son, \Vebb, and is com
fortable and contented. She was the mother of seven children: \Villiam, who 
died in 1889, was a soldier in the Confederate Army.and a prominent farmer 
and stockman (he was married); Eliza A., the; wife of Rufus Brambret~, 
resides in this county; Paulina ]., wife of John Edmonson, a. farmer of thiS 
county; Elizabeth, the wife of Ansman Henry, a farmer of thiS ~ounty; Mary 
married William \Veeks a farmer here' George is a farmer of thiS county, and 
Webb, our subject, who 'is the youngest chill Gran~father and Gra.ndmoth~r 
Ensley came to Missouri with the mother of our subject and both died III tIlls 
State, the grandmother in Dent and the grandfather in Howell County, the 
latter when ninety-three years of age. The grandfather helped move the 
Indians from North Carolina westward. Our subject grew tb manhood on a 
farm and while still quite young engaged in farming and stoc1~raising. He 
has a farm one mile east of West Plains and it is one of the best III the county. 
He started with little capital and by his industry, and after overcoming many 
difficulties, became the owner of a good property. He has 122 acr~s of land, 
aU under cultivation, and it is said to be the best stock farm III Howell 
County. He is engaged in buying and shipping stock and is wide-awake and 
progressive. Previous to coming to this county in 1878 he had resided for 
three years in western Missouri and Kansas. Mr. Summers is interested in 
the grocery firm of Linsay & Summers, on Washington Avenue, near the 
depot, and he is interested in other business enterprises, being connected 
with the livery business in West Plains. When Mr. Summel's came to this 
county he was $75 in debt and had to walk from Kansas to this county. In 
sixteen years he has made a good property, owns a fine farm and is good for 
$10,000 in the bank. Politically he is a Democrat and socially a K. of P. of 
West Plains. Mr:. Summers was married in Howell County to Miss Florence 
N. Livesay, daughter of J. M. and Ann Livesay, and they have an interesting 
family of four children: Noble, Myrtle, Carrie and Byron. Mr. and Mrs. 
Summers are members of the Methodist Episcopal Church and liberal con
tributors to the same. 

JOHN F. PATTERSON. Among the prominent county officials of Ripley 
County no man is more popular or better fitted for his position than John F. 
Patterson, the efficient sheriff. He is a native of this county, born October 9, 
1848, and has here spent the most of his life, and the people have had every 
opportunity to judge of his character aud qualifications. They have found 
him prompt and fearless in the discharge of his duties, trusty and honorable, 
and fully alive to the duties of his office. His father, George Patterson, was 
born in Malcomb County, Tenn., and his mother, Sallie (Ferrill) Patterson, 
was a native of Illinois. They both came to Missouri with their parents when 
yo~ng,. married here and here passed the balance of their days, the father 
dymg m 1875, when fifty-one years of age, and she in 1892, when sixty years of 
age. Mr. Patterson was a farmer, and when starting out for himself settled 
on Fourche, twelve miles west of Doniphan, and was one of the first to locate 
in that section. He and the Daltons were about the first settlers, and he 
helped move the records from Thomasville to this place when Doniphan was 
made the eOl~nty. seat. He was a successful farmer, and a worthy mem
ber of the Chnstam Church. In his political views he was with the Democrats. 
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He and wife reared seven children, of whom our subject was the eldest. The 
latter received his education in the early schools of this section, and after g-row
ing up began his career as a farmer on Fourche, where he owned a farm. He 
still owns a farm there and has been fairly successful. His first office was con
stable of the township, and in 1893 he was elected sheriff, a position he is 
almost sure to hold another term as his party (Democratic) has brought his 
namc forward. In 1872 Mr. Patterson \vas man'ietl to Miss Mahala T. Merrill, 
of this county. She died in 1879 leaving two children: Cornelius Rilssell and 
George Rufus. Mr. Patterson selected Miss IVlartha Riley, of this county, as 
his second wife, and they have four living children: Ed., Sallie Ma\', \Valter 
and Thomas J. One child, Flora, died when in her third year. Mr.l'atterson 
is a member of the Christian Church, and a man who has won 111an\' warm 
friends by his uI;right, honorable course in life. . 

JAM":::; MO(JIUc. One of the men who have controlled circumstances in life 
and commanded success is James Moore, a representative farmer of Reynolds 
County, Mo. He is a man of advanced ideas and tendencies and is well known 
all over the county. By industry and good manag-emcnt he hag become the 
owner of 284 acres of land, and he has been exceedingly liberal in his contri
butions to all charitable and philanthropic causes. Mr. Moore was born in 
Stokes County, N. C., August 13, 1844, and his parents, William and Polly 
(Westmoreland) Moore, were native~ of. tbe sam~ co~nty and State. The 
grandfather, Alexander Moore, who died in North Carolina, was a farmer. He 
was born in Ireland and came to America at an early day. In connection 
with farming he also followed teaching in the Old North State. \Villiam 
Moore grew to manhood in North Carolina, and in 1859 made his way 
toward tilt: setting sun and settled in this county, on Logan's Creek. There 
he and his wife are still living. They made the journey to this State by wagon, 
settled on a new farm, and here they have since made their home, the father 
engaged in tilling the soil. Previous to the war lVTr. Moore was a Whig in poli
tics, but since that time he has affiliated with the Republican party. Nine 
children were born to this worthy couple: John W. died young; Alexander; 
James, subj~ct; J ane die~ young; America, wif~ of Abraham Buford, Rebecca; 
Miranda, Wife of John Copeland; Polly A., WIfe of London Copeland. The 
remainder died young. Until nineteen years of age our subject remained under 
the parental roof, and he very early imbibed the ideas of independence as well 
as mutual responsibility in the life to which he was reared. After reaching the 
above mentioned age he enlisted in the Union Army, Company I, Third Mis
souri Cavalry, uncler Gen. Fisk and Col. Matthews, and served about three 
years. He was in Pilot Knob and many other hard-fought battles. He was 
bugler and had a horse shot from under him at Pilot Knob. After fighting 
bravely for the old flag and serving as a good soldier, he returned to his farm 
and began his duties on the same. In 1869 he married Miss Catherine Cope
land daughter of William Copeland, of this county, and six children have been 
give~ them, five now living: Juli~, wife of Josq;>h. Home, o~ Birch Tree; Sallie 
died when four years of age; ViOla; Mary, William and Stella. Mr. Moore 
has lived on his present farm for the past ten years, and is classed among the 
best farmers of the county. He is a prominent stock raiser, and always has 
some fine stock on hand. Prominent in politics and a stanch RepUblican he 
is one of the county's most successful and influential citizens. He is a Mason, 
and assisted in establishing the Barnesville Masonic Lodge. 

CAPT. SAMUEL W. GREER. Industry, frugality and honesty were the main 
principles instilled into the lives of their children by the parents of Capt. Sam
uel W. Greer. Who can doubt but these principles, which have been adopted 
by Mr. Greer throughout his career, have had much to do with his success? 

42 
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He was born in Rockingham County, ~. C., July 28, 1828, and is. the son of 
John and Mary Jane (Brown) Greer, na.tIves also of the Old North State. The 
mother died in that State when our subject was but a boy and the father after
ward married Miss Parthenia Tuer. In 1849 they moved to Smith County, 
Tenn., and from there to Missouri in 1859, locating in Oregon County. There 
the fathel' died in 1867 when about fifty-nine years of age. He was a very suc
cessful farmer and bouaht the land which Capt. Greer now owns, near Alton. 
Mr. Greer was a member of the Methodist Church and was a class leader as 
far back as our subject can remember. He was a Mason, a member of blue 
lodge, and in politics a VI/hig' at first, and later a Dcm()~ra~. His father, Tru
man Greer, was born in Norfolk, Va., and was a soldIcr 111 the War of 1812. 
He died in North Carolina. By his first marriage John Greer became the 
father of eight children, two sons and six daughters, five of wh011l are now liv
ing. There were no children born to the second union that grew to mature 
years. Capt. Samuel \V. Greel' was the eldest of the children born to the first 
union. He spent his school days in North Carolina and in Smith County, 
Tenn., and was twenty-three years of age when he left the schoolroom. He 
learned the carpenter's and millwright's trades when in Tennessee, and in 1859 
came with his father to Missouri and commenced farming anc! milling in Ore
gon County, continuing the same until early in 1861. lie then volunteered in 
Gen. McBride's division of State Militia and he was the second man to enlist. 
He was in the militia six months and was first lieutenant of Company D, Sec
ond Regiment, before leaving the State service. After the Wilson's Creek battle 
he was promoted to the rank of captain onjoining the Confederate Army,Second 
Missouri Cavalry, Company C. He remained in the service two years and a 
half and was then transferred to Gen. Marmaduke's regiment, with which he 
remained until cessation of hostilities. Capt. Greer surrendered at Jacksonport 
May 5, 1865. He was in many of the prominent eng-agements, Wilson's Creek, 
Cape Girardeau, Pilot Knob and Price's raid. The Captain received a num bel' 
of slight wounds, one on the head and another acl'OSS the shoulder, but was 
never dIsabled. He was taken prisoner while at home on leave of absence, 
and after remaining at Alton a short time was exch,wged. At the close ofthe 
war he had no means, but at once went to the spring t"at bears his name and 
commenced operating a mill. Afterward he built a mill there and operated a 
grist mill, saw mill, cotton gin and wool cards until 1891, since which time he 
has been engaged in farming. He owns a farm of 344 acres (100 acres under 
cultivation), but has 1,001 acres altogether. He represented the county of 
qreg<;)!l from 1879 to 1887 in the Legislature and was again elected to that posi
tion III 1892. On the 25th of June, 1857, Capt. Greer was married to Miss 
Martha A. Foley, a native of Smith County, Tenn. Two living children have 
been given them: Rachel F., wife of]. J. H. Jones, the present sheriff of Ore
gon County, and John W., at home. Th..: children deceased were: Lewis W., 
who died when twenty-three years of age. was a farmer of this county and a 
prominent educator. Th" other two children died in infancy. Capt. Greer holds 
membership in the Baptist Church. He is a member of the Masonic lodge at 
Alton, has represented the lodge in the Grand Lodge and he is an Odd Fellow, 
~ member of Eleven Points Lodge. Politically he is a Democrat. Greer Spring 
IS one of the finest water powers known. It discharges fully as much water 
as the Mammoth Spring and is well located. When operating his mill Capt. 
q:reer ground for a TelTitory in which there are twenty-six mills at the present 
tIme. 

JAc.oa L. WALKER. ~o the honest. pushing, hardworking and enterprising 
farme~ [s due the prospenty, wealth and advancement of any community. and 
to theIr zeal, energy and integrity will its future prosperity be indebted, as it 
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has been in the past, and among the names that are prominent in agricultural 
circles is that of Jaco~ L. Walke:, who, in. addition to tilling the soil, is most 
successfully engaged In mercantile purSl1Jts at Mt. View. He was born in 
what is n~w Phelps County, Mo:, i? 1847, a son of Col. J~mes and Margaret 
(Love) Vvalker, who were born 111 fennessee, but when qUIte young removed 
to lliinois, and later to Missouri, where they married and spent the rest of 
their lives. The father died soon after the war, and the mother in August 
1893, when nearly ninety years of age. Mr. \Valker was a farmer, was ~ 
minister of the Missionary Baptist Church for about thirty-four years, and 
during the early part of his life spent some time in teaching school. He held 
the rank of colonel in the Black Hawk War. His father, Prof. Jacob Walker, 
was a teacher in the schools of St. Louis for quite a number of years, and was 
considered aIle of the foremost educators of the State in his day. He became 
the father of ten sons and one daughter, and is supposed to have spent his last 
days in St. Louis. The maternal grandfather, Isaac Love, died some twenty 
years ago near Rolla, !VI0" a farmer, blacksmith and merchant by occupation. 
He was one of the pIOneers of Phelps County and an honorable and useful 
citizen. The subject of this sketch was the third of twelve children born to 
his parents: Ellcn, wife of William Colvin, of Phelps County; Isaac, who was 
in the Federal Army, died at Rolla, Mo., during the war; Jacob L.; Monroe, 
of Rolla; Eliza, widow of Thomas Duncan; Retta, wife of Henry Scott; Tesa, 
wife of Jacob Berrien, and Robert. The rest died young. Jacob L. Walker 
received no schooling in his youth, and at the time he was twenty-one years 
of age was unable to write his name. During the last two years of the war, 
although but a mere lad, he served the United States Government as a 
teamster throughout the entire Price raid. At the age of twenty-one he began 
railroading at Rolla, but after following this occupation for a few years he 
began working in an iron furnace, after which he learned the blacksmith sand 
wagon maker's trades. In 1869 he came to Mt. View and followed his trade 
here until about seven years since, when he opened a mercantile esta blishment, 
and is now one of the leading merchants of the town, and carries a well
selected and extensive stock of general merchandise. He owns three good 
farms, amounting to 400 acres in all, and has been quite extensively engaged 
in stock dealing. When he came to this section he could have easily carried 
all his possessions, but that could by no means be said of him now, for he is 
one of the wealthy citizens of the county, and has the satisfaction of knowing 
that he has gained his property through his own efforts. He was first married 
in 1869 to Miss Mary Smith, who died in 1875, leaving two children: Frances, 
wife of George Overiess, and Annis, wife of George Styles. In 1877 Mr. 
Walker married his second wife, Martha Holden, who also died, and in 1883 
Martha Fisher became his wife. He is a Democrat in politics, has held the 
office of deputy sheriff six years, and has been constable of his township four 
years. He is a member of Mt. View Lodge No. 294 of the K. of P., and he 
and his wife arc members of the Southern Methodist Church. 

DRURY UPSHAW (deceased). Among the early pioneers of Dougla. County, 
Mo., stands the name of Drury Upshaw, whose advent into this county dated 
from the year 1838. Earnestly and zealously he labored to subdue the wilder
ness and by persistent effort gathered around him many of the comforts and 
conveniences of life. He was a native of Tennessee and a son of Drury 
Upshaw, who was also a native of that State, and who passed his entire life 
there. In his native State our subject was married to Miss Frankie Parnue, a 
native of North Carolina. In 1812 he served in the war, and as before stated, 
came to this county in 1838, and took up Government land. His death oc
curred in 1846 and his widow followed him to the grave in 186r, her death occur-
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ring in Crawford County. Mr. Upsh~w was at one tin~e a Whig, but tat,,:r 
espoused the principles of the Republlcan party, wIth wl11ch he rema1l1.ed un.tll 
his death. He became weil known all over the county and passed his entire 
life in till ina the soil. To his marriage were born nine children, a:; follows: 
John S.; William, who died in 1849; Essel, died in 1876; LeRoy died in 1876; 
David died in 1849; Cynthia, deceased, was the wife of Vhlliam Garnar; Polly 
was the wife of J ames Patten; Rebecca was the wife of James Wood, of Greene 
County, Mo., and Martha, who is the wife of Jackson Wood, of Douglas 
County. The father and mother of this family were consistent members of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church. Their son, John S. Upshaw, was born in the 
State of Tennessee l'day 28, 1813, and there he received the principal part of 
his education. In the year 1833 he married Miss Jane \Voods, a native of the 
same State and the daughter of Isaac \Voods, who came to Greene County, 
Mo., at an early date. After marriage Mr. Upshaw and wife located first in 
Greene County, Mo., and cultivated the soil there until 1838 when they came 
to Douglas County. Two years later they settled on Fox Creek, where Mr. 
Upshaw still owns a farm and is half owner of a mill in company with his 
nephew, John Upshaw. His ullion with Miss Woods resulted in the birth of 
nine children, only one of whom lived to mature years. The others w.ere 
Sarah, Vv'iIIiam, Oletha, Elizabeth, and five who died in infancy. Oletha grew 
to womanhood and married Zack Wells, but she is now deceased. Mr. Upshaw 
and wife are living at Upshaw and are well-known and I-epresentative citizens. 
Politically Mr. Upshaw supports the principles of the Republican party. Dur
ing the war he was captain of Company C, Forty-sixth Regiment, Missouri 
Home Guards, and was in a number of battles. He and Mrs. Upshaw are 
members of the Methodist Episcopal Church. Mr. Upshaw is a self-made 
man and his principal occupation in life is farming and milling. The Upshaw 
family came to the State of Missouri in 1828 and to Douglas County in 1838, 
as before stated. They were the very best of citizens, being honest, industri
ous and progressive. Essel Upshaw was born on the 29th of April, 1838, 
and received his education in Missouri. After reaching mature years he 
married Miss Gussie lV!cKey, daughter of 10hn McKey, and later located in 
Greene County, where he remained for some time, when he came to this county 
locating on Fox Creek. There he farmed until his death in 1878. His chil
dren, eight in number, were named as follows: William, who died when small; 
John, the miller at Upshaw; Drury, who died in 1848; Frankley, a farmer and a 
resident of Upshaw; Henry, a farmer of Webster County; Benjamin, who is ,lIsa 
a resident of Webster County; Sequel, farming in Webster Countv, and 
Patsey also living in Webster County. John Upshaw was born in Webster 
County, Mo., eighteen miles east of Springfield, October, 1841, and was 
the second son born to Esse! Upshaw. He assisted his father on the farm 
in early life, attended the schools of Webster County, and when twenty-one 
years of age branched out to make his own way in life. He married Miss 
Margaret Cal~hv~ll! daughter of James Caldwell, who came to Webster County, 
Mo., from IllinOIS 111 an early clay, and there passed the remainder of his days. 
Mr. :;nd Mrs: Upshaw settled on a farm 111 Webster County, where they 
rema111ed until 1871, whell he. came to Upshaw, settling on Fox Creek, where 
he followed the arduOllS dutIes of a farmer. In 1890 he and his uncle built 
the roller mill at that place and he now resides on a farm near the mill. Eight 
child_ren were the fruits of his marriage: William, John S., Henry, Elizabeth, 
Ev:almc, Mar~ha, F:ank and Edward. His wife died in 1874 and his second 
unIOn was With MISS Frances Woolton, who has borne him five children: 
Sarah, :Victoria, Ida, S?eldy and E~Hly. In politics Mr. Upshaw is a stanch 
RepublIcan, and as a cItIzen and neIghbor stands deservedly high. 
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ROBERT S. SUTTON. This substantial and extremely well-known citizen 
of Eminence Township, Shannon County, Mo., has devoted his life to farm
ing and stockraising, and what he does not know about these two branches of 
human endeavor is hardly worthy of consideration. He owes his nativity to 
Washington County, Mo., where he was born in 1858, a son of William J. and 
Ellen (McClowney) Sutton, natives of Kentucky and Washington County, 
Mo., the bi~th of the former occur~lI1g in 1831. When a boy William J. Sut
ton came wIth hIS parents to Washll1gton County, Mo., where he married and 
lived until after the war, when he took up his abode in Shannon County, and 
here resided for ten or twelve years, after which he returned to Washington 
County, and there still lives. He has been an industrious, honest and hard-work
ing farmer, and has been successful in the accumulation of a competency. Dur
ing the war he served over three years as wagon master in the Eighth Missouri 
Infantry, with Price's army and was in the Missouri raid. He is now living 
with his second wife, who was Malinda Highley, by whom he had three chil
dren: Ida, wife of Charley Edmonds, of Crystal City, Mo.; Maggie, wife of 
Charley Lucas, of Washington County, and William. The paternal grand
father, Robert Sutton, came from Kentucky to Washington County, Mo., in an 
early day and here spent the rest of his life, dying about 1854, one of the 
wealthiest farmers of Washington County. He was of hish-French descent. 
Four of his brothers located in Washington County. Valentine became prom
inent there and in Texas County, and he and his brothers were farmers. The 
maternal grandfather, Robert McClowney, died near Potosi in Washington 
County, a well-to-do farmer, and his wife died there also. They were of 
French origin and were early settlers of Missouri. The subject of this sketch 
was left motherless when he was an infant, and was the only child born to his 
father's first marriage. His early life was spent on a farm, and like many other 
lads of his day in Missouri he received a limited common-school education. 
At the age of twenty-two years he began doing for himself, and in 1874 came 
with his father to Shannon County, and here he was married in 1882 to Eva, 
daughter of Frank and Margaret Chilton, who were born in Shannon County 
and Tennessee, respectively. Mr. Chilton spent his entire life in his native 
county, and here passed from life, but his widow still survives. Mrs. Sutton was 
born in this county and has never bt'!en outside its boundaries. She has borne 
her husband five children: Alice, Maggie, Nova, Grover and an infant 
unnamed. For two years after his marriage Mr. Sutton rented land on Current 
River, and for the past ten years has resided on his present farm, seven miles 
northwest of Winona, where he has an excellent tract of land comprising r60 
acres, of which 118 acres are under cultivation. Although he has resided on 
this place but a comparatively short time, it is remarkably well improved, and 
Mr. Sutton is with justice considered a thrifty and pushing farmer. He is a 
careful and shrewd manager and has been quite extensively engaged 
in feeding and shipping stock, which he has found to be a profitable business. 
He has always been a Democrat and cast his first vote for Hancock in 1880, 
and although he is by no means a politician, yet he takes great interest in local 
politics. The names of his father's brothers and sisters were as follows: Jane, 
who died in Washington County, the wife of William Smith; Frank, who 
served in the State Militia during the war, died in Washington County; Mar
garet is the wife of John Taylor, of Washington County; Lizzie is the wife of 
Jesse Marks, of Ste. Genevieve County; John is a prominent farmer and stock 
dealer of Washington County. All these children were born in Was?ington 
County, Mo., with the exception of William J. Sutton, who was born In Ken
tucky. 
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JAMES CHILTON. This descendant of one of the most prominent families 
of Shannon County first saw the light of day on the old hom~stead near Emi
nence, his birth occurring April 3, 1854. He was but about eIght years of age 
when his father was killed, and he attended the schools in the county until 
fifteen years of age. After this he commenced farming for himself and has 
continued this occupation up to the present time. He bought a farm near 
where his brother Perry now lives, 200 acres, and this he impl"Oved and resided 
on for some time. From there he moved to Willow Springs and after running 
a hotel for one winter, returned to Shannon County, and for some time resided 
on the old home place. In 189- he bought the place where he now lives and 
has as fine land as is to be found on Current River. He is wide-awake and pro
grcssi\'e, his house and outbuildings arc all in good condition, and it needs 
but a glance to shc.w that an experienced hand is at the helm. M1'. Chilton 
enjoys not only the reputation of being a substantial and thorough-going 
farmer, but of an intelligent and thol"Oughly posted man on all the current 
events of the day. He chose his wife in the person of Miss Mary E. De Priest, 
daughter of Abraham De Priest, and their nuptials were celebrated in I i:l76. 
Mrs. Chilton passed away to that bourne whence no traveler returns, on 
April 15, 1884. She was the mother of four children, three now living: Charles 
0., Nora E. and Isaac M. One, Vi/alter S., died when six years of age. On 
September 24, 1S91, Mr. Chilton married Miss Anna Laura McCaskill, and to 
them have been born two children: Caladonia and Pearl. Like his father and 
brother:;;, Mr. Chilton is a pronounced Democrat in politics. 

COL. HOMER F. FELLOWS. In these days of mone?-making, when life is 
a constant struggle between right and wrong, it is a pleasure to lay before an 
intelligent reader the unsu!Iied record of an honorable man. To the youthful 
it will be a useful lesson-an incentive to honest industry. Col. Homer F. Fel
lows is acknowledged by all to be one of Springfield's most public-spirited and 
honorable citizens. He has been largely identified with the public enterprises 
of that city, is a promoter of its improvements and the real founder of one of the 
largest mechanical industries in this part of the State. He springs from old 
Colonial stock, and is of English-Puritan extraction, two brothers of that name, 
John and Drane, having emigrated from England in old Colonial times. John 
Fellows, grandfather of our subject, was born in the town of Canaan, Conn., 
where his ancestors had settled, and served in the Revolutionary War, fighting 
bravely for independence. His wife, whose maiden name was Edna Deibold, 
was a native of Canaan, and came of French extraction. After marriage this 
worthy couple moved to Luzerne County, Penn., and settling on a farm went 
actively to work to make many improvements in their new home. Indians 
were \'ery plentiful at that time. About 1820 Mr. Fellows moved with his 
family to Tioga County, Penn., and there he passed the remainder of his days, 
dying at the good old age of eighty-three years. He reared a family of six 
children: Horace, Asahel, Erastus, Merritt, Eliza and Hulda. As a man of 
intelligence and as one of the first citizens of his town he was well known and 
held in the highest esteem. His son, Erastus, father of our subject, was also 
a native of the old town of Canaan, Conn., and was but a boy when he went 
with his parents to Luzerne County. He obtained a fair education for his 
day, and when a young man went to Cincinnati, Ohio, where he remained one 
year. Returning to the Keystone State he married a widow, Mrs. Elizabeth 
Johnson, lice Cole. Her father, Royal Cole, was born in New York State, but 
was of Eng.lish extraction. He served as a soldier in the Revolutionary War, 
took an actIve part in several battles, Trenton and others, and was present at 
the surrender of Burgoyne. He also served in the War of 1812. Mr. Cole 
was a well-informed man, a wide reader, and a Universalist in his religious 
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belief. To his marriage was born a large family. His death occurred at Wells
boro. Following his marriage Erastus Fellows and wife settled at \Vells
boro, Penn., where, in connectio~ with farm~ng, he, followed hotel keeping_ 
From 1825 to 1865 he was proprietor of the l'ellolVs Temperance House, and 
was known far and wide as a man of sterling worth and high moral char
acter. He was one of the early promoters of the cause of temperance, and 
accor:lplis.hed much go?d by his determined stand. He was also a strong 
Abol1tlO;l1st, a lover of I1berty, and Ills h.ouse was the refuge for slal·es escap
ing to Canada. He was ever fearless III the advocacy of any cause he 
believed to be right, and did not hesitate to express his views when it was 
necessary. The fam.o~ls Jam~s G. Burney, at ol~e time candidate for the pres
idency on the Abol1tlOlllst tIcket, when lectUrIng In Pennsylvania, came to 
Wellsboro, but could find no place in which to deliver his lecture, as the 
Abolition cause was very unpopular. Mr. Fellows gave him the usc of his 
diningroom, allli there his lecture was delivered. In his political views Mr. 
Fellows was at one time an Old-Line Whig, latcr an Abolitionist, and finally 
a stanch Republican. During the latter part of his days he became a pros
perous and wealthy man. I-lis death occurred in ISS4, when eighty-four years 
of age. His wife was a lady of education for her day, and an old tcacher's 
certificate bearing date as early as ISI3, and issued to her by the directors of 
the district at Coeymans, Albany County, N. Y., attesting her ability to teach 
school, is yet in existence. Throughout her life she took an interest in liter
ary matters, was a great reader, and was a poetess of no mean ability, writing 
many poems, some of which lVere published. She was a del'out member of 
the Methodist Church, a woman of high moral worth, and a great strength of 
character. By her first husband she was the mother of two chilclrcn: Newton 
and Almira, and her second union resulted in the birth of four childrcn: 
Rachel A., Homer F., Norris 'vV. and Mary K, all !lOW living except the last 
named. Mr. and M r5. Fellows passed all the days of their married life at 
Wellsboro, Penn. Col. HOlller F. Fellows, son of the above and our subject, 
was born at Wellsboro, Penn., and his youthful days were divided between 
assisting his father on the farm and in attending the common schools. At the 
age of seventeen he began clerking in a dry goods store in Wellsboro, and 
this business continued for about a year and a half. He then taught a district 
school, and later entered the Wesleyan University at Lima, N. Y., where he 
continued for one year. At the age of twenty-one, having acquired a good 
education for his day, he emigmtcd West with the intention of going to Texas. 
On reaching Rock Island, Ill., he was taken sick, and this interfered with his 
plans. However, he went on as far as Muscatine, Iowa, remaining there for 
some time, but later went to Burlington, that State, where he engaged as 
salesman for a mercantile firm, Gear & Haunl. Subsequently he became a 
collector for Mr. Haum, and afterward managed a store for him at Chariton, 
Iowa, for a year and a half. Following this he managed a general store for 
David Waynick for some time, and one for] oseph lVlitchell, by whom he was 
sent East to purchase the stock. In the year 1856 he went to Plattsburg, 
Mo., as a member of the firm of ]. S. Sheller & Co., in the real estate business, 
and one year later he bought out the business and established offices at \Val-
saw and Springfield, Mo., under the firm name of Fellows, Todd & Robinson. 
This was in 1857, and the firm located many land warrants in the Platt P.ur
chase and in southwest Missouri. Being a stanch Republican and possessll1g 
first-class qualities for the position, Mr. Fellows was appointed register of 
lands for the district of Springfield by President Lincoln in May, 1861. He 
continued in this office until tlie battle of Wilson's Creek. In 1861 he visited 
Washington on military business in the intere,;ts of Gen. Sigel, and made 
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the personal acquaintance of President Lincoln.. Springfield then be~ng 
occupied by the Confederates, the Union men remamed away from the CIty, 
and Mr. Fellows engaged in general merchandising at Rolla. Mo., as a I?em
ber of the firm of McElhaney, Jaggard & Co. In 1863 he was appomted 
lieutenant-colonel of the Fortv-sixth Missouri Militia. The regiment was 
called out under Gen. McNeil, mustered into the United States service, and 
was on guard duty during the last invasion of Missouri by the C?nf~derates 
under Gen. Price. In the winter of 1864 Mr. Fellows sold out hIS mterests 
in Rolla and engaged in the wholesale grocery business at St. Louis, the firm 
being McElhaney & Fellows. Continuing in this business until 1867 he then 
sold out and went to Arlington, where he established a general store under 
the firm name of Fellows, McGinty & Co. Arlington is on the S. F. R. R., 
and as the road was then being opened for business, Col. Fellows established 
stores at convenient points on the same, one being at Lebanon, and another at 
North Springfield. This business was largely wholesale. In 1871 Col. Fel
lows built a grain elevator, the first one erected in Springfield, and in 1872 
he was induced to take charge of the Springfield Manufacturing Company, 
which had been organized but a few months, and which was in a bad condition 
financially. Finding tht: concern hopelessly involved the stockholders surren
dered their stock and a new company was organized as the Springfield Wagon 
Company. The principal stockholders were Col. Fellows, his brother Morris 
W., and Capt. Boyden. New capital being invested, the company made the 
manufacturing of farm wagons a specialty, and from the start did a good 
business. In 1883 the plant was destroyed by fire but was rebuilt after one 
year, and the capital stock was increased from $25,000 to $50,000. One year 
later it was increased to $75,000. The plant was greatly enlarged and the 
business increased, so that the demand has since been equal to the capacity 
of the works. During 1893 about 3,500 wagons were manufactured. The 
reputation of the Springfield wagon for utility and service has steadily 
gained, so that it now commands the highest price in southwest Missouri, 
Arkansas and Texas. Its equal is not manufactured by any firm in the 
United States, and it comes in competition with all other wagons manufactured 
in this country, and ranks as the best. The Springfield Wagon Company 
gives employment to seventy-five men, and as an industrial enterprise, employ
ing labor. is a direct benefit to the city. As a public-spirited citizen, Col. 
Fellows has done much to further the interests of the city, and in 1881 he 
was the chief promoter of a street railway between north and south Spring
field, and was president of the company for three years. In 1859 he was one 
of the stockholders of the first telegraph line through Springfield. This line 
followed the overland stage road, and was established by Clowrey Stebbens. 
Col. Fellows built the first telephone line that came into Springfield, and it 
conneced his office and residence. This was in 1877. The Colonel was a 
liberal contributor to the Gulf Railroad, and is a subscriber to the railroad now 
projected. He was one of the organizers of the Springfield Water Works, 
and president of the company for three years. Originally a Republican in 
politics, in 1860 he was the only man in Springfield who openly voted that 
ticket, excepting John M. Richardson, a presidential elector. He now enter
tains liberal views politically. In the year 18'76 he was mayor of Springfield, 
and for many years was a member of the city council and school board. He 
has ever extended a helping hand to the cause of education, and has done 
mUCh. to ~stab.lis~ good schools in Springfield. Liberal in his views and pro
gressIve In hIS Ideas, Col. Fellows has always assisted with his means the 
churches of the city without regard to denomination. Formerly a member of 
both the Masonic and Odd Fellow orders, he is now a member of the Knights 



OF TIm OZARK REGION. 7fi5 

of Honor. lIe selected as his companion in life Miss Martha Alvira McEl
haney, of Springfield, and their nuptials were celebrated November 15, 1859. 
Three living children have blessed this union: Emma, widow of Charles -T. 
Kect, resides in Springfield; Clara, wife of F. J. Curron, also resides in 
Springfield, and Ada, widow of George Rathbun, makes her home in Sprincr
field. Mrs. Fellows was called from the scenes of this life on October 5, 1869, 
and on August [S' 1872, the Colonel was married to Miss Minnie L. Boyden, 
of Neosho. One son, Homer F., was born to this marriage, and he is now in 
the office of the" Frisco" Railroad in St. Louis. Mrs. Fellows died Septem
ber 24, [88[, and the Colonel has since married Mrs. Matilda (Dickard) 
Jackson, widow of Mr. J. C. Ja.ckson. 

H. M. WATCIIOI{N. Among thc most noted and enterprising men of the 
flourishing city of Willow Springs, Mo., stands the name of H. M. Watchorn, 
the most efilcient and capable mayor of the same. He has made his home in 
this city since 1883, anrI during that time his name has been inseparably linked 
with its progress and development. He is a native of the Emerald Isle, born 
May 27, 1862, and there grew to mature years and received a part of his educa
tion. He came to America with his father, Thomas Watchorn, who is now 
living 011 a [arm in Lincoln County, Miss. After coming to this country our 
subjed attended school for some time, but while still young started out to 
make his own way in life. He first became a foreman in the lumber business, 
and in 1883 he came to Willow Springs, where he took charge and was man
ager for the South Missouri Land Company, of the railroads and timber lands. 
He remained with this company seven years. In 1892 he bought a mill in 
Douglas County, Mo., and this he still operates. It is located in a good pine 
country, and the mill is sawing 15,000 feet per day. This lumber is shipped 
from Willow Springs. Mr. Watchorn bought the planing mill, formerly the 
property of the South Missouri Land Company, employs forty-five hands. and 
is doing the largest business in this section of the county. He has made a 
success in a business way, and is the owner of four handsome dwelling houses 
in Willow Springs, besides his fine residence. All his property is the result 
of his own honest industry, and he deserves the praise of all. Mr. Watchorn 
is the owner of 160 acres of land, and is turning it into a fine fruit farm. In 
politics he is a Democrat, and an ardent supporter of his party, and socially 
he is a K. of P., at Willow Springs Lodge No. 156. In 1893 he was elected 
mayor of Willow Springs, and has since discharged the duties incumbent upon 
that position in a most capable manner. His happy domestic life began when 
he married Mrs. Sue Myers, daughter of J. H. West. Two children have been 
given them: Eddie and May_ Mr. and Mrs. Watchorn are members of the 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church. Mr. Watchorn has always been one of the 
foremost citizens of the city, and has done much to improve the same. 

DAVID B. YOUNG. Ripley County, Mo., boasts of many prominent citizens 
who came originally from Tennessee, and among the number is David B. 
Young, born in Gibson County, near Trenton, June I, 1850. He was about 
eight years of age when he came with his father, Benjamin Young, to this 
county. Subject's mother died when he was an infant. She was a native 
of Tennessee, as was also the father. After the death of his first wife Mr. 
Young married Mrs. Margaret O. Cole, whose maiden name was Slayton. 
He died during the war, January 8, 1863, and was in one of the Missouri 
regiments of the Federal Army. He was wounded at Vicksburg from the 
effects of which he died. By occupation he was a carpenter, farmer, 
and he was also a successful educator. David B. Young remained with his 
stepmother until his marriage, which occurred in 1870, to Miss Sarah V. 
Kittrell, a native of Ripley County, Mo. She died January 17, 1880, and five 



766 A REMINISCENT HISTORY 

years later Mr. Young wedded Miss Mary J. Jones, of St. Louis. One son, 
Frank, was the result of the first union. He is a resident of Doniphan. To 
the last union have been born two children, both daughters. After his mar
riage Mr. Young commenced farming near Barfield, where he was elected 
justice of the peace of Thomas Township, when but twenty-one years old. In 
1874 he was elected sheriff and collector, held this position two years and was 
then reelected collector. In 1884 he was again elected sheriff and held the 
position one term. In 1888 he was elected by his party to the position of 
collector again and reelected in 1890 and 1892, thus showing his great popu
larity. He has a host of warm friends and no man is better fitted for the 
position of collector than he. During 1881, 1882 and 1883 he was engaged in 
merchandising and he helped build the Doniphan Roller Mills, in which he is 
a stockholder and director. He also deals in real estate. Mr. Young was 
active in getting the railroad here, helping buy land and the right of way, etc. 
He is a member of the A. F. & A. M., the A. O. U. W., K. of P., K. of H., and 
is an officer in all. In politics he is a Democrat. 

WILLIAM RAYFIELD. This well-known and successful farmer and stock
man of Middle Fork, Reynolds County, Mo., was born in Cumberland County, 
Ky., in 1829, of which State his parents, John and Nancy (King) Rayfield, 
were also natives. They resided in Kentucky until the subject of this sketch 
was about one year old, then came by wagon to what is now Reynolds County, 
Mo., and were among the very first settlers of this section, and for many years 
e:lCperiencedsevere hardships and privations, which always fall to the lot of the 
pioneer. Indians were very numerous in that early day, wild animals abounded 
in the woods, and there was a marked scarcity of white settlers. They 
improved a fine farm in this section, but it was long before they had anything 
but the barest necessities of civilized life. Their nearest market and post
office was Potosi, forty miles away, but they were very frequently compelled 
to go to St. Louis to market their farm products. Mr. Reynolds died just 
prior to the opening of the Civil War, having been an industrious farmer, a sub
stantial citizen and an accommodating friend and neighbor. He and his wife, 
who died soon after the war, were worthy members of the Missionary Baptist 
Church. The maternal grandfather, William King, also came to Reynolds 
County in a very early day and here was engaged in farming until his death, 
his wife also dying here. William Rayfield was the third of nine children 
born to his parents, the other members being: Andrew, who died at about the 
close of the war; Lucinda, widow of Andrew Parks; Mary, wife of John 
Ketcherside, of Iron County; Matilda, widow of James Parks; Martha, wife of 
William C. Brooks; Alfred who died in early manhood; James, who also died 
at about that time, and Catherine Welsh. William spent his early days in 
assisting his father and received such education as that wild and unsettled 
country afforded. Upon reaching manhood he was married to Lucy, daughter 
of J~hn 8;nd EI}zabeth Boyd, who came .fro:n Kentucky to Reynolds County, 
and 111 thiS sectIOn spent the rest of their lives. Mrs. Rayfield was born in 
!<ent~cky, and has borne her husband twelve children: Nancy E., who died 
111 7hddhood; Sarah Jane, who is the deceil;sed wife of William Goggins; James 
F. IS postmaster and merchant of Centreville, Mo.; George W.; John A.; WilI
ia?l H., in Oklahoma; Andrew J., Alfred G., Henry Thomas, and Mary L., 
Wife of Thomas Whortonberry. Two children died in infancy. For a good 
many years Mr. Rayfield was engaged in blacksmithing in connection with 
farming, but later became an extensive stock dealer, and is now one of the 
most extensive stockmen and farmers of the county. For about three years 
he has ~een a m~mber of the firm. of Adams & Rayfield, general merchants at 
Lesterville, and 111 1883 he and hiS son James F. embarked in the same bus i-
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nes.s ~t Centreville, und~r the .firm n~me of Rayfield. & Son, and are doing a 
thnvIng and constantly IncreasIng busIness. He IS a wIde-awake man of affairs 
pushing, enterprising and industrious, and in addition to these most necessary 
qualities he is strictly honorable. He is a member of Hopewell Lodge No. 
329, of the A. F & A. M. of Lesterville, and he was formerly a member of the 
I. O. O. F. He and his wife are members of the Missionary Baptist Church, 
and although he has always been a stanch Democrat he has never been a 
political aspirant. 

JUDGE ALFRED PERRY COUCH. The gentleman whose name heads this 
sketch has always been a potential element in the growth and development of 
Oregon County, Mo., and as a representative citizen stands second to none in 
the county. I-Ie was born in what is now known as Couch, in Ore<ron County 
Mo .. November 28, 1842, and is the son of Simpson and Rebecc~ (Roberts) 
Couch. It is thought that the father carne originally from Virginia, but the 
family lived in North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Kentucky and 
Illinois, and long years ago, in the thirties, came to Fulton County, Ark. Soon 
after this family moved to what is now Oregon County, Mo., and made the 
journey in a truck wagon, with wheels sawed from the end of a log, and oxen 
for motive power. On coming to Missouri the family located on Town Fork of 
Frederick River, and here the grandfather of our subject put up a little store 
that gave the creek the name of Town Forie The grandfather, Lindley Couch, 
afterward went to Dade County and located in Rock Prairie, where he died 
soon after the war, .when sixty years of age. All his life his principal occupa
tion had been farmIng, although he had been engaged in other enterprises. 
The father of Judge Couch was not yet grown when he came to the wilds of 
Missouri, and here he finished his growth and received a limited education. 
When a man he located at what is now Couch, on a farm that had few improve
ments on the upper Frederick. He married l'diss Roberts and ten children 
were born to their union, seven of whom are now living, five in Oregon County 
and two in Saline County, Ark. Mr. Couch with the assistance of his eldest 
son, our subject, and the remainder of the family, cleared up a fine farm and 
he became a wealthy man. The war, however, made great havoc with his 
property, and left him in straitened circumstances. He was county judge 
ten years, and after the war was elected to the same office by an overwhelming 
majority, but. through some fraud he was prevented from taking the office. At 
his death, which occurred in Oregon County in 1868, when forty-nine years of 
age, he was a worthy member of the Missionary Baptist Church, and was 
deacon in the same for many years. His widow, who is now living and seventy
three years of age, is also a member of that church. Judge Alfred Couch spent 
much of his time up to the age of fifteen years in the schoolroom, but after 
that turned his attention to farming, and continued this up to the breaking out 
of the war. In June, 1861, he joined the State troops under McBride in the 
Second Regiment, but subsequently enlisted in the regular Confederate service. 
This was in August, 1862, and he joined Coleman's regiment of dismounted 
cavalry, but later was in Col. Slein's regiment for a time, or until the fall of 
Vicksburg, 1863, when he came home. He enlisted in Col. Wood's cavalry 
regiment, with which he remained until the surrender. He participated in the 
battles of \Vilson's Creek, Lexington, Jenkins' Ferry, Pine Bluff, Poison Springs, 
and was in a number of skirmishes. He started on Price's raid, but was taken 
sick and left behind. Judge Couch was never wounded to amount to any
thing and was never taken prisoner. He surrendered at Jacksonport Junes 
or 6, 1865. Following the war Judge Couch farmed until 1871, when he com
menced working at the blacksmith's trade in Lawrence County, Mo., continued 
the same occupation in Webster County for two years, and then moved back 



7f>8 A HEMIN/SCENT HISTORY 

to Oregon County. For about a year he .resided at Alton and then l!loved t? 
Couch. In 1874 he was elected probate Judge .and held that posItIOn untIl 
1878. During the time he was in office he studIed law, and was admItted. to 
the bar in February, 1883. In November, 1884, he was elected 'p~'osc~utmg 
attorney, held that position tl\O years, and was then elected presIdmg Judge, 
which position he held four years. Later he was elected county and probate 
judge, which position he still holds. He is prominent in official circles and is 
a true and tried Democrat. His entire career has been upnght and honorable, 
and he is in every way worthy the respect in which he is held. On the 15th 
of March, 1860, he married Miss Martha Ann Boze, a daughter or James Boze, 
who was a pioneer of this county. To this union five children were born: 
Litha Jane, Lucy and Eliza (Litha is the wife of Samuel \'Ai. Braswell, a 
farmer of this county; Lucy married R. A. Oliver, residinj{ near Couch, and 
Eliza became the wife of Robert A. Young, a farmer of thIS county). Those 
dead are Mary T., who was nearly fourteen years of age at the time oJ her 
death, and Matilda, who was but eight months olel. Judge and Mrs. Couch 
are worthy members of the Missionary Baptist Church, and he is a deacon in 
the same. He is also a member of the A. F. & A. M. 

JAMES A. FEEGUSON. This prominent citizen, who is a member of the firm 
of Ferguson, Lucas & Kennedy, of Willow Springs, and president of the \Nillow 
Springs Bank,has been a resident of this city and vicinity since 1871. He was 
born in Greene County, Tenn., May 9, 18S!, and is a son of William M. and 
Elizabeth (Hogan) Ferguson, both natives of Tennessee. The grandfather, 
Alexander Ferguson, was a native of Virginia, but at an early date came to 
Tennessee. Some of the early members of this family served in the Revolu
tionary War. The father of our subject carne to Howell County, Mo., in 1871, 
and located a quarter of a mile from 'vVillow Springs. There his death occurred 
in 1888. He was a blacksmith and farmer, and a man well and favorably 
known throughout the county, being one of the early settlers of his section. 
In politics he was a Republican. While a resident of Tennessee he held the 
office of justice of the peace, and was elected to the same office in this neigh
borhood but did not serve. For many years he was a member of the Method
ist Episcopal Church, held the office of steward in the same, and was an excel
lent citizen. The old home place is only a quarter of a mile froIll Willow 
Springs, and part of the town is built on it. Mrs. Ferguson died in 1892. She 
was a sister of Squire James H. Hogan, of Willow Springs, and a lifelong 
member of the Methodist Episcopal Church. They were the parents of ten 
children, eight of whom grew to mature years, and six arc now living: 
Thomas ]., married, resides five miles west of the city on a farm; James A., 
subject; David, married and resides on a farm three miles west of the town; 
Emanuel C, married and resides on the old homestead; Susan E., wife of 
Marshall M. Harris, a farmer of Willow Springs; Sarah E., wife of S. T. Byars, 
<I: c.arpenter of this city; John A., and Mary J., who died young. The children 
hvmg are all residents of Howell County, and most worthy people. When a 
boy our subject attended the common schools of Tennessee, and after twenty 
months' schooling, and when but sixteen years of age, he became a teacher in 
a private school. Later he taught in the public school a short time and then 
a~sisted his father in the blacksmith shop, becoming a good workman. \\'hen 
nmeteen year~ of age he came to this county and followed teaching up to 
1877, after whIch he branched out as a farmer, tilling the soil on a farm two 
mIles ea~t of Willow Springs until 1883. He then moved to Willow Springs, 
clerked m a general store up to 1887, when he branched out in business for 
himself in partnership with W. H. Fetherengill, with whom he continued until 
July, 1888. Mr. Ferguson then bought out the business, and formed a partner-
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ship with Chase & Kenneciy, with whom he continued until 1889. Then Mr. 
Chase retired and the fi~m then became Ferguson, Lucas & Kennedy. This 
company owns the bUlldlI1g located on the corner of Harris and Second Street 
carries a stock v~lued at $6,000, .and doe~ an annual business of $30,000. Mr: 
Ferguson IS p~esldent o! the Wtllow Spnngs ~~nk, and is one of the leading 
men of the cIty. He IS a Republr~an 111 P?irtICS and takes a deep interest in 
all good work. He has held the office of cIty collector two terms and other 
positions of importance. He is a ~ason, a member of .Willow Springs Lodge, 
and a member of the MethodIst EpIscopal Church, bell1g trustee in the same. 
i\i 1'. Fergl.lson was married !n this county t? Miss Arenia P. F:eathergill, daugh
ter of \VIlilam and Mary I<eathergdl, of EvanSVIlle, Ind. Five children have 
been born to them: James B., Mary E., Homer, Myrtle and Sybcl. The three 
eldest are in school. 

JAMES E. BUNYARD. This gentleman has long been connected with the 
farming interests of Douglas County, Mo., and has shown himself to be a 
thrifty, progTessive and energetic agriculturist. He was born in Tennessee 
March 14,1845, and in that State both his parents, James and Nancy (Poiner) 
Bunyard, were also born and reared. The father was a soldier of the Mexican 
War an~ died il: Ch!tttanooga, Tenn., in 1851, having followed the occupation 
of farmIng. HIS WIfe was born December 8,1815, a daughter of John Poiner, 
who died in Missouri. Mrs. Bunyard removed to Arkansas in ISS!, and, after 
residing in Arkansas until 1853, came to Greene County, Mo., settling about 
fifteen miles from Springfielcl, where she died on a farm May IS, 1866, after 
having reared, alune, her children to honorable maturity. She and her husband 
were members of the Baptist Church. The paternal grandfather, Ephraim 
Bunyard, was a soldier of the War of 1812 and died in Texas. James Bunyard 
was married prior to his marriage with Miss Poiner and by his first wife 
became the father of one child, Amanda ]., who lives in Texas. His second 
union resulted in the birth of three children: John, who served three years as 
a soldier during the Civil War and is now a farmer of Putnam County, Mo.; 
Polly is the wife of William Cox, of Stone County, Mo., and James E. The 
latter was reared in Missouri and in 1862, at the age of seventeen years, 
enlisted in a company of Home Guards, but at the end of three months 
became a member of Company F, Eighth Missouri Cavalry, and was with that 
command three years and eight days, taking part in the engagements at 
Prairie: Grove, Little Rock, Pine Bluff, Devall's Bluff and numerous skirmishes. 
During his service he was sick for about eighteen months and suffers from 
the effects of his service to the present day. He voted for Lincoln at Little 
Rock during the war and has ever since voted the RepUblican ticket. He 
filled the office of sheriff of Douglas County from 1882 to 1884, has always 
been active in the political affairs of the county, is one of the leading business 
men of this section anc! is an honest, upright and useful citizen. He belongs 
to Ava Lodge: No. 305 of the A. F. & A. M. and he is also a member of the 
1. O. O. F. lIe is the owner of a farm of 200 acres nine miles southwest of 
Ava and is giving considerable attention to stockraising, buying and shipping, 
which business has proven both remunerative and agreeable. He was married 
in Christian County to Miss Eva A., the daughter of Elias and Elizabeth 
(Payne) Roller, who were born in Virginia and Tennessee, respectively, the 
former in 1812 and the latter in 1818. In 1859 they came to Missouri, and, 
after residing for some time in the vicinity of Springfield, came to Douglas 
County, where the father died in 1887. He was a son of Henry Roller <l:n~ to 
him and wife a family of twelve children were born, ten of whom are hVIllg: 
Andy, a resident of Tennessee; Enoch, a farmer of Douglas County, Mo.; 
Jacob, WllOlS a resident of Virginia: Sarah (Fulton) lives in Greene County, 
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Mo.; Dolly A. died young; Eve (Mrs. Bunyard); J:I~nry, a resid~nt of the 
Indian Territory; Hyman, who also lives there; Wilham also :esld.es there; 
Elias died at the age of fifteen years; Eddie is married and lIves ill Texas, 
and Arthur, who lives in Texas. Mrs. Bunyard was born April IS, 1844, and 
of ten children born to herself and husband, six are living: John W. died 
when young; James H. married a daughter of Dr. Small; Josep~ died at t.he 
age of six years; Nancy A. and Elias A. were twins, the former ~elIlg the wIfe 
of Samuel Felton, a farmer of this county; Lois L.; Robert L. dIed at the age 
of twelve; Ida B.; Andrew V., who died at the age of six months, and Ivy 
Dell. Mr. Bunyard and wife are justly considered among the best people of 
the county and have reared an honorable family. 

GE.OHGE WASHINGTON COLLINS. This wide-awake man of affairs is 
engaged in a most important business, for he is an extensive manufacturer 
and wholesale dealer in yellow pine lumber at Low Wossie, Shannon County, 
Mo., and has been for a number of years past. He is a native of White 
County, N. C., where he was born in 1857, a son of Wilson and Almira (Mills) 
Collins, who were also natives of the Old North State. The father was a noted 
politician, and for many years was prominent in public life. He filled the 
positions of county clerk, collector and circuit clerk of White County, and 
being a man of more than ordinary ability and intellect he wielded a wide 
influence in political circles. He was captain of a company in the Confederate 
Army during the great Civil War, and was killed in 1863 at Pittsl;>urg, Miss. 
He had led an active, honorable and useful life, ana sacrificed himself to the 
Southern cause, which he deemed just and right. He was one of four sons 
and two daughters: Moses, who resides in White County, N. c.; William, who 
lives in Union County, N. c.; Hezekiah, a resident of Texas; Wilson; Eliza
beth J., wife of Jordan Faulk; Mary, wife of William Romine, of Arkansas. 
The father of this family, John Coilins, died in the Old North State, where he, 
without doubt, spent his entire life. He was of Irish origin and was a success
ful and extensive flour manufacturer. He died ahout 1890. The maternal 
grandfather, G..:orge Mills, also died in the Old North State. He was of 
English descent and devoted his attention to tilling the soil. His wife died 
in North Carolina also, and they reared a large family. Their son, Watt, was 
a Confederate soldier, and their ,;on, Simeon, was in the Federal Army. 
George W. Collins is the younger of two sons, William, a prominent merchant 
of Stoddard County, Mo., being the other son. When George W. was about 
eight years old the family moved to near Little Rock, Ark., where the mother 
died about three years later, after which George W. was sent back to North 
Carolina, where he educated himself, finishing his scholastic education at 
Charleston (S. C.) Institute. He then returned to Stoddard County, Mo., and 
for some time thereafter was engaged in teaching schools in that and Dunklin 
Counties, after which he clerked for about two years in Stoddard County. He 
then followed railroading in New Mexico and Utah for a short time, after 
which he returned to Missouri, and was in the employ of a lumber company 
until 1888. and while the Current River was being built he came to Shannon 
County and located in the woods where Low Wossie now is, before the track 
w.as laid to that point. Here he built a saw mill. and when a station was estab
lished here he became agent, and as the place increased in si7.e his business 
also increased, and so rapidly that it became necessary for him to enlarge his 
pla.nt. ~hich now has a cap,:city of 25.000 feet per day. He also has a planer 
whIch IS kept constantly gamg-. for, although he owns 2,000 acres of pine tim
ber land. he has thus far purchased his timber of others. He came to this 
place with a capital of $400, and his estate is now valued at not less than 
$12,000, whir.: his extensive plant gives employment to about 100 llands. He 
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has been truly the architect of his own fortunes, and he, as well as all his 
friends, has. every. reason to be pro.utl of his sl.lcces~. The Democrat party has 
always received Ius support, and hIs first presidentIal vote was cast for Han
cock in 1880. He is a member of Winona Lodge No. 74 of the A. F. & A. M., 
and of West Plains Chapter No. 101, West Plains Commandery No. S~L He 
was formerly a member of Mt. Grove Lodge No. [58 of the A. F. & A. M. ]n 
1884 he was married in Texas County, Mo., to Laura, daughter of Willia'm and 
Permelia Ann Ligh~, who came from Kentucky to Texas County, where they 
still live. Mrs. Collms was born on Blue Grass soil, and is the mother of five 
interesting children. 

M. B. CHITWOOD, another of the early pioneers of Reynolds County, 
Mo., was bom in Campbell County, Tenn., on the 6th of July, 1828, to the 
marriage of William and Cecili (Whitecotton) Chitwood, both natives of that 
State also. The patemal grandfather, Pleasant Chitwood, passed his entire 
life in Tennessee, engaged in farming. The maternal grandfather, Aaron 
Whitecotton, came to this county in [844, and followed farming on Webb's 
Creek until his death about 1866. The parents of our subject were married 
in their native State, and in 1841 they moved with ox-teams from that State to 
Reynolds County, Mo. They settled on a farm on Webb's Creek, in the 
woods, and there the father died a few years later, leaving our subject, who 
was the eldest of the family, although but sixteen years of age, to take charge 
of affairs. Mrs. Chitwood reared her family and after all were married she 
was wedded to ]. Odell. Both are now deceased, her death occurring in [878. 
Her children, eight in number, were named as follows: M. B. (subject), Kizzie, 
Sallie, Helen, Pleasant, Aaron, Elizabeth and William. Only Helen, Aaron 
and Elizabeth, besides our subject, are living, and the latter is the only one 
living in this county. When sixteen years of age young Chitwood assumed 
control of affairs on his father's farm and managed this successfully for many 
years. When twenty-seven years of age he married Miss Elizabeth Lewis, a 
native of Tennessee, and the daughter of Jacob Lewis, who came to this 
State from Tennessee, and here died. Mr. Chitwood has resided on his 
present farm since 18SS, and has met with substantial results. He has 2[8 acres 
of land and a fine farm in Dickson Valley, south of Barnesville. He is a 
Mason, a member of Barnesville Lodge, and he is also a member of the Baptist 
Church. ]n politics he is a Democrat. His marriage was blessed by the 
birth of fourteen children, twelve of whom are living: Cecili A.. deceased; 
Nancy J., wife of George Campbell; Helen M., wife of S. Helms; Urzilla, wife 
of William Page; Izora, Anzona, Millie, Debbie, Fannie F. The sons are: 
William Nelson, married; Nimrod 1. and Grover C. 

COL. RANDOLPll D. CASEY. To this gentleman belongs the distinction of 
having built the first house in Mountain Home. He entered the land where 
the town is now situat.ed, and has President Buchanan's signature to his land 
patent. Col. Casey was born in Smith County, Tenn .. on March 10,1810. and 
is the son of Hiram C'l.sey, who died in Hardeman County, Tenn., in 1828, at the 
age of thirty-nine years. He was a Missionary Baptist minister and a man of 
worthy principles. The mother, Catharine De Priest. was born in Georgia. She 
came to Arkansas with the subject of this sketch in 18SS, and died in 1863, at 
the age of seventy-six years. There were twelve children born to their mar
riage,·of whom Randolph D. was the next to the eldest of the family. The 
family in 1824 moved to west Tennessee, but he received his education in Ten
nessee after his marriage, principally by his own exertiuns. Upon reachin~ 
manhood, he was hOrl'Ored by an election to the offices of treasurer and clerk 
of Hardeman County, serving from 1844 till 1848, and was also a land office 
official two years. He then came to Arkansas in 18SS, and located at what was 
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then known as Rapp's Barrens, but in the neighborhood of Mountain Home, 
and sold goods there, meeting with success. Before the county was organized 
he built the first house here, and sold goods until 1885, when he sold out and 
retired from business. His operations were very extensive and he accumu
lated a fortune and won a wide reputation. In 1874 he was elected to repre
sent the then new county of Baxter in the State Legislature and was the first 
representative of the county-the only office he has held in the State and the 
only office he has ever sought. After reconstruction days he was magistrate, 
and made an able official. In 1861 he enlisted in the Fourteenth Arkansas 
Infantry as a member of Capt. Adraiy's company, ar:d was .in that reg!ment 
for a time, when he was honorably dIscharged at Connth, MIss. He was 111 the 
battle of Pea Ridge and other engagements of less note and was considered 
a brave soldier and faithfulness itself to the cause of the South. During the 
war he was frequently robbed by stragglers and thieves on both sides, and lost 
heavily, but later retrieved his losses. He was in the border warfare and COIl

sequently could not look after his property, and the result was he lost 
everything he valued. He has done more to advance the interests of the 
community in which he lives than almost any other one resident and took an 
active part in the organization of the college at Mountain Home. In 1828 he 
married Miss Gilla Dean, of Tennessee; she died in 1857, the mother of two 
children: Mrs. Paul and Mrs. Hicks. In 1858 Col. Casey married Mrs. Cynthia 
G. Joiner, but was again left a widower. In December, 1879, he married Miss 
Lizzie Smith, daughter of Henry B. Smith. She was born in Missouri. To this 
union the following children were given: Hiram, Randolph and Samuel. Col. 
Casey is a member of the Missionary Baptist Church; socially he is a mem
ber of the blue lodge and chapter of the A. F. & A. M., and has represented 
his lodge in the Grand Lodge of the State of Arkansas, and also in Tennes
see. He is a Democrat and voted for Gen. Jackson in 1832, and for every 
Democratic President since. He is a fine man, a substantial citizen and one 
whom to know is to honor. Col. Casey helped remove the Cherokee Indians 
to the Indian Nation, and was lieutenant of a company of which Gen. Polk 
Neely was captain. In 1838 he helped organize the militia of Tennessee and 
was colonel of the One Hundred and Twenty-fourth Tennessee Militia. 

JAMES MCCASKILL. This resident of Texas County, Mo., owes his nativity 
to Maury County, Tenn., where he was born February 13, 1854. His parents, 
·William and Mary (Blassingame) McCaskill, were born, reared and married in 
Giles County, Tenn. They immigrated to Shannon County, Mo., in 1855, 
where they entered land and began making a home for themselves and family. 
Mr. McCaskill served in the Confederacy under" Old Pap" Price during most 
of the war and was with him in his famous raids through Arkansas and Mis
souri. He was captured on Pike Creek, Shannon County, but effected his 
escape and returned to his command. After the war he ,·esided in Shannon 
County until 1876, when he moved to Texas County, where he died April 17, 
I8SI. He and his wife are most estimable people and to them were born the 
following children: Eliza, James, George, John, Elizabeth, William, Zinui, 
Levi, Alice and Dona. The paternal !;randparents were pioneer settlers of 
Tennessee, from the" Old North State," where they became well and favor
ably known. The grandfather served under" Old Hickory" in the War of 
1812. James McCaskill was reared principally in Shannon County, Mo., and 
received but a limited education owing to the war and the scarcity of schools. 
He remained at home until twenty-four years of age, when he married Alcy 
Summers, daughter of Jesse and Ditha Summers, early settlers of Texas 
County, the town of Summerville, that county, being named in honor of the 
family May I, 1881, Mrs. McCaskill died and three years later Mr. McCas-
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kill married Miss Orpha, daughter of William amI Eliza Wekley. who moved 
to Missouri from McLean County, Ill. Since locating at Summerville Mr. 
McCaskill has been engaged in merchandising, milling, farming and stock 
dealing amI is one of the progressive and public-spirited citizens of Texas 
County. He has held the position of postmaster at Summerville and has been 
a lifelong Democrat. 

ANDKEW J. BOLING":!{, a merchant at Grant, Bowen Township, Madison 
County, Ark., was born near Cumberland Gap, Claiborne County, Tenn., June 
6, 1822, and is a son of Fred and Polly (Hunter) Bolinger. His grandfather, 
Fred Bolinger, was a native of Pennsylvania, and went to North Carolina, and 
from there to east Tennessee, with a family of twenty children, seventeen of 
whom lived to maturity. He then removed from Tennessee to Illinois, and 
nine years later went to Arkansas, dying in War Eagle Township in 1840. 
His widow died soon after in her ninetieth year. Fred Bolinger, ]r., grew to 
manhood in Tennessee, and came to Arkansas with his family in lllso, locat
ing on his present place of residence. To him and wife these children were 
born: Andrew J., Henry II., Bethma, Emily, Isaac H., Lucinda, Hester Ann, 
Mary and Rachel R. Our subject remained at home until twenty-six years of 
age, when he married, and located in 1850 where he now lives. He has been 
engaged in blacksmithing until the last few years, which have been spent in 
the mercantile business. I Ie has been justice of the peace a number of years, 
and also postmaster. Sarah Newport became his wife in 1843, and has borne 
eight children: William I-I., Mary Ann, Asa M., Bethema, A. J. and Henry R. 
Olive and Elizabeth arc deceased. Mrs. Bolinger'S father was a minister, and 
both Mr. and Mrs. Boling'er arc active members of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. Mr. Bolinger is a stanch Republican, and during the war worked in 
the Government blacksmith shops. 

TIIOMAS W. FANCIIER, a prominent farmer of Carroll County, Ark., was 
born in Overton County, Tenn., on January 24, 1833. He is a son of James 
and Elizabeth (Carluck) Fancher, natives of North Carolina and Tennessee, 
respectively. When twelve years of age James Fancher removed from his 
native State to Tennessee. After his marriage in the latter State he located 
on a farm and resided there until 1831l, when he came to Carroll County, Ark. 
Locating Oil a farm, he spent the remainder of his life here, and died on June 
8, 1866. His widow is still living (1888). James Fancher served as a private 
in the War of 1812. In 1842 he represented Carroll County in the Arkansas 
Legislature. Thomas W. Fancher grew to manhood on his father's farm, and 
on July 9, r1lS7, was married to Elizabeth B. Sneed, a daughter of Charles 
Sneed. She was born and reared in the neighborhood of her present home. 
After his marriage Mr. Fancher located on a part of his present farm. The 
place now contains 500 acres, of which 230 acres are under cultivation and 
finely improved. Mr. and Mrs. Fancher have a family of ten children, viz.: 
James, Wilburn H., Martha J. (a widow. who resides with her parents), Mary 
D. (one of the county teachers), Polk, Charles R., Wilkins H., Bessie May, 
Joseph J. and Jesse. Both Mr. and Mrs. Fancher are earnest Christians. She 
is a member of the Methodist Church, and he of the Cumberland Presby
terian. In 1862 Mr. Fancher enlisted in the Confederate Army, and was 
assigned to the Fourth Arkansas Infantry. Later he was placed in Herrell's 
battalion, and served until hostilities ceased. acting part of the time as first 
lieutenant. Among other engagements he participated in the battles of Prai
rie Grove, Poison Springs and Mark's Mills. His regiment was disbanded in 
Texas, after which he returned home, arriving in June, 1865. Mr. Fancher is 
a charter member of Osage Masonic Lodge, and is a Master Mason. 
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CHARLES GALLOWAY. In the veins of the gentleman whose name heads this 
sketch flows sterling-Scotch blood, for his paternal grandfather, James Gallo
way, was born in the land of "thistles and <?at~eal~" of Scotch parents. He 
immigr<\ted to this country from the land of IllS bIrth In early manhood and later 
settled in the district known as the old Crab Orchard, Ky. He was the founder 
of the family in this country, and eventually r.assed from li~e in Kr:ox County, 
Tenn. He was one of the pioneers of that State, was active In ItS develop
ment, and took part in a number of engagements wi~h .t~e Indians, when his 
home and that of his neighbors was threatened. I olttlcally he IS a Demo
crat. He reared a family of four sons and five daughters, Jesse Galloway, 
the father of the subject of this sketch, being one of the former and a native 
of the" dark and bloody ground." He was taken to Tennessee when quite 
small, ami after residing there until about sixty years or age lie removed to 
Indiana, ~.nd in 1839 became a resident of Barry County, Mo" of which place 
he 'was a resident until his death ten years later. Like his father before him 
he was a Democrat, and also like him he was active in assisting in the settle
ment of his section, which at that time was in a very wild state; inhabited by 
plenty of wild game of various kinds. He took part in the Creek, Seminole 
and Cherokee Indian \Vars, and was also a participant in the War of 1812. He 
was married in Tennessee to Miss 'vVilliams, who bore him three children: 
Dilla, LOllie and Sallie, and after the death of his first wife he again married 
in Tenne:;see, his second wife bearing him eight children: Mariah, Peggie, 
Elizabeth, Charles (the subject of this sketch), Alexander, Caroline, Mary 
and one ,,·ho died in infancy. The mother died in Morgan County, Ind., in 
1836, her birth having occurred in Tennessee, she being a member of a promi
nent old family of that State by the name of Caldwell. The father's third 
marriage was to a Mrs. Coons, who bore him three children: Melville, Anna 
and Francis. The last wife is still living, though advanced in years, in Berry 
County, Mo. Charles Galloway, whose name heads this sketch, was born in 
Knox County, Tenn., October 5, 1825, a son of Jesse Galloway, mentioned 
above. He grew to manhood in Barry County, Mo., and as game was very 
abundant ill those days he became a skillful marksman. When the Mexican 
\Var came up he enlisted as a private in Company G, Third Regiment of Mis
souri Mounted Volunteers, which company was raised in the vicinity of Spring
field and was commanded by Capt. Samuel A. Booke. It was sent up the Rio 
Grande River, and until the war closed was engaged in fighting with the 
Indians. Mr. Galloway rose to the rank of major, and while fighting with 
the Apac1les was wounded in the foot, from which he yet suffers considerably. 
He retufI1ecl to Springfield after the war ended and arriving on election day 
he cast his vote for Cass and Butler. He was married in 1849, immediately 
purchased the old homestead and with his young bride settled down to farm
ing, which ideal country life was broken in upon by the bursting of the war 
cloud which had so long hovered over the country in 1861. The country 
round about was at that time infested by bushwhackers, and after a number of 
cold-blooded murders Charles Galloway, without waiting for authority, organ
ized a company in Stone County (formerly Barry) and tendered his services 
to Gen. Lyon, at Springfield, who at first ordered the company to remain 
on home .guard duty, but he participated in the Dug Creek fight and returned 
to Lyon Just after the battle of Wilson's Creek, having scouted fO!' him. He 
and his men protected the families that had been threatened by bushwhackers. 
and in his vigilance and activity made it rather warm for these desperadoes 
during 1861-62. His capture was very much desired by the guerrillas and 
Capt Galloway was in. one quite severe engagement with the noted guerrilla 
chief, Bledsoe, and whIle the latter lost fifteen men, only one of his own men 
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went down. I~e ~fterward made his report to Gen. Lyon and by that brave 
and gallant chleitlan was made a scout and was requested to ascertain where 
Gen. Price had his forces, and this he succeeded in doing satisfactorily, 
and also in finding Ol:t the size of the force commanded by Price. Although 
he was out on scoutlllg duty when the battle of Wilson's Creek began, he 
heard the firing of the guns eight miles away and hurried back to Gen. 
Lyon's assistance and fought bravely all that day. Upon learning that the 
battle was lost and that Gen. Lyon was killed, he made his way to Stone County 
and succeeded in organizing a company which he later turned over to Gen. 
Fremont. He was frequently sent out on scouting expeditions under Col. 
John M. Richardson, the chief of scouts of Missouri. He was captured with 
twenty others of his company by ISO Confederates sent out for that purpose, 
was taken to Keithsville, and was confined in a corn crib for two days and 
nights, being allowed one meal every twenty-four hours. He was then taken 
before Judge Bird, and when asked by him if he was willing to join the South
ern Army, he replied that he was not, and when in imminent danRer of being 
hung, friends came to his relief and he returned home. Fourteen days before 
the battle of Pea Ridge he again became a scout, and by gaining timely informa
tion saved a large train of supplies from being cut off by the enemy. In 1862 
he was made a captain in the First Arkansas Cava.lry, and on August 7 was 
mustered into the service. On September 19 he and others captured the 
town of Cassville, Mo., killed fifteen and captured twenty men. On October 18 
Capt. Galloway was ordered to Elk Horn and Lovejoy, and while there did much 
dangerous scouting. December 1 he was sent out with a company of 100 men 
to break up Ewart's band of marauders, and found them about fifteen miles 
north of Fayetteville, Ark., where they had a fight, in which Ewarts and one 
other man were killed and several wounded. Capt. Galloway seemed specially 
adapted to this line of work, for he was brave, determined, had a thorough 
knowledge of the country, and when told to do a certain thing was disposed 
to do it. He gave valuable assistance to the Union cause, and his name will 
long be remembered by those whom he protected during the times of lawle'ss 
border warfare. lIe was in many engagements through Missouri and Arkansas, 
and on January 4, 1863, with only twenty men, made a dash into Ozark, Ark., 
and when ordered to halt gave his characteristic order to charge, the result 
being that a number of prisoners were taken, also several horses, and a number 
of guns, and some stores destroyed. He \Vas also sent to Crawford County to 
break up the gang of Peter Mankin's desperadoes, who were supposed to be 
hiding there, and while en route had a fight with Col. Dorsey near Ozark, in 
which he had only one man wounded, while he repulsed a large force of the 
enemy, and killed a number. Near Wilson's farm. in Crawford Counly, he 
learned that the band of desperadoes, numbering thirty men, were just 
across the Arkansas River, in the canebrake, and he wisely decided it was 
impracticable to attack them, while Capt. Travis, who was with him, insisted 
upon doing so, and was killed with several of his men. After the war he 
settled at what is now Galloway Station, having purchased the land prior to 
the close of the war; but the cyclone of 1880 destroyed his house there, and 
his wife was killed. Their marriage occurred in February, 1849. her maiden 
name being Susan Carney, a native of Illinois, and daughter of Judge Thomas 
Carney, who came from Ed·Nards County, Ill., to Barry County, Mo., where 
he was called from life. To Mr. and Mrs. Galloway eleven children were born, 
nine of whom are living: Catherine, wife of Richard King, is living in Idaho; 
Thomas is a farmer in Kansas; Jesse is a resident of Greene County, Mo.; 
Nathaniel is a resident of Oregon; Charles; Susan J., wife of D. Thompson, 
is a resident of Greene County; Absalom is a farmer of Kansas; Alexander 
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resides in Greene County; two, George and Sarah, died in infancy, and 
Andrew Jackson, the youngest, still makes his home with his father. After 
his house was destroyed and his wife killed, Mr. Galloway bought the farm 
on which he is residing, and is now living retired from the active duties 
of life. He was born October 15, 1825, and is therefore now in his sixty-eighth 
year. He has always been a Democrat politically, and has ever manifested 
much interest in the political affairs of his section, but has never been a seeker 
after office. He has long been connected with the Baptist Church, and socially 
was at one time a Mason. He has been successful as a business man, and 
his farm of 220 acres is considered one of the most valuable in the county. 
He has frequently owned much more than this, but finds that his present estate 
is all he can look after properly. He is a man of sterling principles, of an 
agreeable and genial disposition, and that he may live to goodly old age is 
the wish of all who know him. 

WALDO G. GIDEON is one of the rising young attorneys of Springfield, 
who began the practice of law at the Greene County bar under the favorable 
circumstances of possessing an excellent general education and an accurate 
knowledge of law, besides coming from a family well known throughout 
southwest Missouri. He was born in Christian County, Mo., May 26, 1871, 
and is the son of Thomas J. Gideon, Esq., a prominent attorney of Spring
field. (See sketches of Thomas J. and J. J. Gideon.) Waldo G. Gid
eon graduated at the Central High School, 1890, and then took a business 
course at the Southwestern Commercial College of Springfield. He then 
read law one year in his father's office, then attended the Columbian Univer
sity at Washington, D. c., from which he graduated in the spring of 1893, 
and was admitted to the Missouri bar in September of the same year. He 
entered upon the practice of his chosen profession, in company with his 
father, under the firm name of Gideon & Gideon. Mr. Gideon is a young 
man of excellent character and good business ability. He is industrious and 
able, has more than ordinary enterprise, and his prospects of success are 
assured. He is a member of the Christian Church, and in politics a Re
publican. 

LILBURN H. MURRAY, Springfield. The gentleman whose name heads 
this sketch is one of the best known men in Gr.eene County. For many 
years engaged in business enterprises in which his name was always a 
synonym of integrity, he has in more recent years been the proprietor and pub
lisher of the Spn·llgfield Democrat, which he has conducted in a liberal and able 
man her. He springs from sterling Scotch-Irish stock. John Murray, the 
father of our subject, was born in North Carolina, and received the common 
education of his day, and married Sarah Luttele, in Tennessee, where he lived 
some time. After marriage, 1834, he moved to Crawford County, Mo., where 
he settled on a farm. He came to Greene County in 1835, and settled seven 
miles north. of .Springfield; 1837 he settled in what is now Murray Township, 
whe:-e he died 111 1867. He was one of the substantial men of his township, 
oWllIng 700 acres of land and some slaves. He reared a large family of chil
dren: James A.; l\~. L.; John K.; Marshall c., who died at sixty years of age, 
the father of a family; L. H.; Rhoda M.; Arimentia T. and David L. All the 
c!lildren except L. H. were born in Tennessee, within twenty miles of Knox
Ville .. ~fr. Mu.rr~y was one of the prominent pioneers of Greene County. 
In religiOUS op1l11On he was a Methodist, one of the founders of the Methodist 
Church in this county. His house was the home of the Methodist circuit 
riders of those early days, and many interesting religious meetings were held 
there. He w.as a. Democrat in political opinions, and held the office of justice 
of the peace III hiS township, and county judge. He lived to the age of sixty-
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eight years. He was one of the honored and respected citizens in those early 
days. L. H. Murray, SOil of the above, born in Crawford County, Mo., Septem
ber 15, 1835, OIl his father's farm, received the common-school education of 
his clay and was reared a farmer. He began his business life as a stock
drover and trader, driving horses, mules and cattle to Independence, Mo. 
He was en~ag:ed In thiS business until the spring of 1857, then crossed the 
plalllS to Caltfornla, as one of the owners of a herd of cattle. He rode a 
mule a l! the way .. He remained in California nine years engaged in mercan
tile busl ness, runl1lng a ranch in Napa County. He married in that county 
Arcencth L., daughter of Voung A. and Almira (Thompson) Anderson. Mr. 
Anderson went from Greene County, Mo., in 1855. Mr. Murray returnee! to 
Springtiele! in 1866, engaged in the hardware ane! implement business in 
company with john McGregor, in 1867. He continued this business for nine 
years, during which time they prospered. He then engaged in farming, pur
chasing 300 acres of land three miles south of Springfield. He carried on this 
farm for six years, mostly engaged in stockraising and trading, which business 
he conducted successfully. He then, in 1:-\77, was one of a company of 
Springtielel men who bought the Kansas City ane! Memphis Railroad, and 
Mr. Murray was elected president. It was at that time simply a road bed and 
this company put it on a moving basis and operated it until June, 1879, when 
they sold it to the Gulf Railroad. In politics Mr. Murray is a stanch Demo
crat, who has always been true to his political friends. In IS71 he was elected 
mayor of Springfield, anc! in 1:-\74 was elected to the State Legislature. In 
September, ISSI, he revisited California on a pleasllre trip. In 1885 he was 
elected president of the Exch;;.ng'e Bank, which he had assisted to organize in 
1883, and held this office until January, 1893. Mr. Murray was one of the 
founders of the S)rill/;fic!tl J)"lflOcmt, and in 1892 bought the entire property. 
Since that time he has been sole proprietor and publisher. The Delll(lcrat is 
the ablest and best conducted newspaper in southwest Missouri. Mr. Murray 
was a member of the CoulltyConrt for six years. He is a public-spirited man 
and a general promoter of public enterprise, notably the Springfield foundry, 
railroad, etc. Socially he is one of the members of the Masonic fraternity. 
Mr. Murray is a Methodist and has liberally assisted all the Springfield 
churches without regard to denomination. To Mr. and Mrs. Murray have been 
born seven chil(lren: Harry B., Lilly V., Frank E., N. A., jessie, W. D. and 
Elton B. 

JUDGE 'IN. I. WALLACIL. Biography should be written for the sake of 
its lessons; that men everywhere may place themselves in contact with facts 
and affairs, and build themselves up to anc! intu a life of excellence, where they 
may keep and augment their individuality. Forthis reason a sketch of judge 
W. 1. Wallace is here given, his career having been both honorable and use
ful. He was born in the Green Mountains, Franklin County, Mass., Decem
)cr 25, 1840, his parents being Zebina and Lucinda (French) Wallace, who 
were of Scotch-Irish lineage. The Wall aces trace their genealogical ancestry 
back to the earliest colonists immigrating to Massachusetts. The paternal 
(Trandfather, Seth Wallace, was born in that State, but became an early settler 
~f the Empire State, where he followed the occupation of. farmi?g, a calling 
which I'eceived the attention of most of the members of his family. He had 
fought his country's battles as a soldier of the Revolution, during which time 
he was noted for his bravery and faithfulness to the Colonial cause. Zebina 
\\Tallace resided in Vermont until 1859, then moved to Dane County, Wis., 
where he became the owner and resided on a farm near Madison until his death, 
which occurred in I88!. He learned the trade of tanning in his youth, but his 
last days were spent on a farm. His mother died in 1883, having borne her 
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husband nine sons, seven of whom are living: William, Christopher, Dewitt 
C., Jonathan c., Francis E., Washington 1. and Joseph W: One remarkable 
fact in connection with this family is that on the father's side the grandfather 
and father died at the age of eighty-five years, and on the mother's side the 
grandparents died at the age of eighty-five and eighty· four years, respectively. 
Judge Wallace spent the first fifteen years of his life in hi~ na~ive county, then 
removed with his parents to Wisconsin, in which State hiS lltera:"yeducation 
was acquired. Being desirous of fitting himself for a professIOnal life he 
chose the law course, for which he seemed to have a natural aptitUde and a 
decided inclination, and for the purpose of fitting himself for this career he 
entered the Law Department of the University of Michigan at Ann Arbor, from 
which he graduated in 1866, having two years previously graduated .from the 
University of V/isconsin. After finishing his law course he came directly to 
Lebanon, Mo., where he entered into partnership with A. D. Groesbeck, a 
leadina attorney and a very estimable gentleman, which firm continued as 
Groesbeck & Wallace until Mr. Groesbeck's death, which occurred in 1870. 
Since that date Mr. Wallace has continued the practice alone and his unusual 
ability has won for him a large practice and much prominence. He has 
always been a man of quick perception, one of those who speak out boldly 
from conviction, and while a practitioner he commanded the respect of the 
court and his arguments carried convincing weight. In 1868 he was elected 
prosecuting attorney, serving until 1870, and six years later he was elected 
a member of the State Senate, in which he served faithfully four years. In 
1884 he was elected to the position of circuit judge (his circuit comprising 
seven counties), and to this position he was rcelected two years later and has 
since held it by reelection. He has held several other offices of trust and 
has filled all in an honorable and satisfactory manner. His long career on 
the bench has been marked by the utmost judicial ability, the soundest of 
judgment, impartial fairness and a correct judgment of men and motives, and 
to the honorable position which he fills he has added luster and honor. In 
1863 he enlisted in Company D, Fortieth \Visconsin Infantry, and served 
until the regiment was mustered out, and although he was offered an officer's 
position he declined to accept. He participated in many severe skirmishes 
and was a brave and gallant soldier. He was married in 1876 to Miss Louisa 
Groesbeck, by whom he has one child, Clara. Judge Wallace and his wife are 
members of the Congregational Church, and he is also a member of the 
Masonic fraternity, in which he has passed all the degrees. 

THOMAS J. GIDEON is one of the leading attorneys practicing at the Spring
field bar and a man who served his country faithfully as a soldier and bears 
the honored scars of wounds received in her defense. lIe is the son of William 
C. Gideon, an honored pioneer of Christian County. (See sketch of Judge 
James J. Gideon.) He was born on his father's farm in Christian County 
January 24, 1845. He received the common education of the district school 
in the old log pioneer schoolhouse of those days. After the war he attended 
a ~rivate academy in Springfield for two years and thus gained a good edu
cation. On March 5, 1862, he enlisted in Company F, Fourteenth Regiment, 
l\~issouri State Militia, same company and regiment as his father, being then 
~Ighteen years of age. He was appointed corporal and our young soldier was 
1Il the battJ~ of Ozark, Mo., Talbot Ferry, Ark., Turner Station and Spring
field. At thiS last battle he was wounded by a piece of shell which ruined his 
left hand and wrist. He was also struck by a ball in the head and narrowly 
escaped death, falling insensible on the battlefield. He was picked up by his 
father and carned to the rear and regained consciousness. The ball had struck 
him above the frontal bone, broken through the skull and losing its force 
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plowed through the scalp to the back of the head. He was in the hospital two 
months. He was discharged on account of his wounds. Not being content 
with his experience as a soldier and wishing to be of service to his country, in 
July, 1864, he recruited at Springfield, Company A, Fifty-first Missouri Infantry. 
In the spring of 1865 he recruited in Christian County a company of enrolled 
militia to exterminate the bushwhackers and horse thieves which then greatly 
infested the country, and was commissioned by Gov. Fletcher as first lieuten
ant. He acted as commander of his company, it having no captain. He was 
soon released from his duties on account of the close of the war. In 1866 
he was elected clerk of the County and Circuit Court, and ex-officio recorder 
of Christian County, and held the office until 1875. On September 3,1868, he 
married Letitia F., daughter of Robert H. and Emeline (Bailey) Williams, ane! 
to Mr. and Mrs. Gideon have been born five children: Mary B., Waldo G., 
Thomas E., Charles R. and Nellie G. In 1875 Mr. Gideon read law \\"ith his 
brother, Judge Gideon, and was admitted to the Missouri bar in 1877. He 
practiced successfully at Ozark until 1880, when he moved to Springfield, 
where he is now engaged in the practice of his profession and where he has built 
up an excellent business. SocialJy he is a member of the 1. O. O. F., New 
Harmony Lodge, of Springfield, and has held all the offices in his lodge and 
has been a member of the order twenty-eight year". He is also a member of 
the Solomon Lodge of Masons, of Springfield. He is a member of the G. A. 
R. post, Capt. John Matthews, No. 69. In politics he is a stanch RepUblican. 
Mr. Gideon is one of those men who, when the country needed his services as 
a soldier, had no hesitation in facing bullets in her defense. As a lawyer and 
as a man he is widely known in southwest Missouri and· his integrity is unim
peached. 

R. L. GOODE. Of the many members of the bench anel bar in the \\'est, 
none has awakened more respect for his character and ability than R. L. Goode, 
of Spring'field, Mo. He is descended from a long line of honorable ancestors 
who were noted for their patriotism and love of liberty. The family of Goode 
first became represented in this country by two brothers who, on account of 
their religious belief, were compelled to lcave England in 1648. They settled 
at Norfolk, Va., where some member of the family has resided to the present 
day. The original home of the family was at \Vhitery, Yorkshire, England, 
but after coming to America they identified themselves with American inter
ests and upon the opening of the Revolutionary \Var several members of the 
family served in the Patriot Army, Richard S. Goode, the great-grandfather 
of the subject of this sketch, being a colonel in the Continental Army. The 
grandfather, who also bore the name of Richard S. Goode, took an important 
part in the War of 1812, under Col. Richard Johnson, who was also a partici
pant in the famous Black Hawk War. Richard S. Goode at an early day 
settled in the wilds of Kentucky and made his home in Henry County until 
1860, "from which time until 1868 Jefferson County, of the same State, became 
his home, following which his residence was in Jefferson County, Mo. He 
has always been a Democrat in politics, is still living and is a resident of 
Springfield, which place he has called his home for the past six years. 
He was united in marriage to Miss Martitia E. Gllthrie, and by her he became 
the father of four children, a daughter named Virginia dying in infancy; 
Martitia, who lived to maturity, a son who died in infancy and R. L., who is 
the only surviving member of this family. The mother of these children died 
in Lawrence County, Mo., in 1876. William T. Goode was born in Henry 
County, Ky. In the late Civil War there were 100 men by the name of Goode 
who took part in the struggle and all but three were members of the Confeder
ate Army. R. L. Goode was born in Henry County, Ky., February 4, 1855, 
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and up to th<: age of twelve years his life was spent on a farm. ~t that time 
his father moved to J\Iissouri and he was soon after put to school In Jefferson 
College, Kentucky, and later graduated from Drury College in 1876. Fol
lowing this he was principal of the Springfield schools for two years, from 
1876 to 1878, 1879 being spent as principal of the schools. Immediately 
thereafter he began the practice of law, having prepared himself for this pro
fession with Col. Jerry Cravens, and the day he was admitted to the bar he 
became a partner with his preceptor, and since that time they have been asso
ciated, and during these long years that he has been a member of the. bar he 
has handled many important law cases and almost without exceptIon has 
brought thenl to a termination in favor of his client. He is a gentleman of 
high personal character, and literary and legal attainments. He is 'possessed 
of a judicial cast of mind, a clear insight, cautious and deliberate Judgment, 
and a thoroughness which leaves no effort untried in the management of busi
ness intrusted to him; is a clear and forcible debater, and both in court and 
public life exercises a marked and increasing influence; a man of courteous 
and pleasing manners. upright in character, and public spirited in all his 
actions. He has been employed on some of the most important cases that have 
come up in the \Vest, and in connection \\;ith Col. John A. Day assisted in the 
defense of the St. Louis & Frisco Railroad, in what was known as the" Granger 
Cases," growing out of alleged exorbitant freight charges. He was also 
attorney for the Springfield Gas Light Company in litigation, which has become 
a part of the history of the city, assisted in the defense of John W. Vaughn 
and Theodore Morrison, as well as taking part in similiar important cases. 
Not only is he attorney for the Springfield Gas Light Company, but also the 
Springfield Electric Light Company, the Springfield \Vagon Company and 
the Central National Bank. He is a director in the Gas and Electric Light 
Companies, the Central National Bank, and is interested in other enterprises 
of importance. He is a large real estate owner in city and country property, 
and has shown excellent judgment in looking after his busines-s affairs. His 
long practice has made him a wise counselor and valuable assistant for many 
of the lawyers who seek his advice. Mr. Goode was married in 1885 to Miss 
Estella B. Maurer, daughter of Manuel Maurer, of this city. She is a native 
of Fremont, Ohio, and has borne her husband two children: Grace, who is 
seven years of age, and Katherine, who is three years old. Mr. Goode and his 
family attend the Calvary Presbyterian Church, of which Mrs. Goode is a 
member. They have a pretty and home-like residence at 588 East Walnut 
Street, where they dispense a generous and sincere hospitality. 

BRAllFORD NORBURY. Bradford Norbury has made his home in Greene 
County, 1\10., since 1862, and has become widely and favorably known to its 
citizens. He owes his nativity to Dane County, \Vis., where he was born 
February 5, 1835, a son of Thomas E. and Anna (Dickson) Norbury, the 
former of whom was born in Ireland and came to America in 1834. He was 
marrie(! inhis native land and after coming to this country located near Lock
port, N. V., where he engaged extensively in the manufacture of woolen 
g:Ol?ds, but aft.er a very short residence there moved to Vv'isconsin and began 
t!llll:g the soIl. but died before his hopes of making a competence for his 
famIly were realized. His wido\\' still continued to live on the farm until 1841 
when she also died, leaving a family of three sons and two daughters: Eliza
beth, who became the wife of a 1\1r. Charlesworth, died at about the age of 
forty years; George, who went to California in search of gold in 1849, has 
never been heard of since. and is undoubtedly dead; William became a resi
dent of New Jersey, and is deceased; Mary, who died in her early girlhood; and 
Bradford. who is the only surviving member of the family. After the death 
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of the mother the family separated, after selling the home farm and dividing 
the proceeds, and, although Bradford was only six years old at this time, he 
continued to make his home in Dane County with friends and obtained a fair 
education in the common schools of that section. At the age of twenty-one 
he went to Milwaukee, and later to New York City, where he remained a few 
months, then returned to Milwaukee in which place he made his home for 
about a year. He learned the trade of a blacksmith when a boy and while in 
Milwaukee followed that occupation. Upon leaving that city he went to St. 
Louis, where he remained some two years, after which he went to Rolla, Mo., 
in which place he made his home from 1859 to 1862, running a blacksmith 
and wagon shop and manufacturing plows. He has been a resident of Greene 
County since 1.862, and 5,00n after locating in Springfield was appointed 
master mechamc of the Government shops at Rolla, and in 1861 transferred 
from Rolla to Springfield, a position he held until the close of the war. 
After the close of hostilities he was transferred to Fort Reilly and served in 
the same capacity until October, 1866, when he received his discharge. Dur
ing thc war he was located most of the time at Springfield, the shops being 
situated where Everett's planing mill now stands on Phelps Avenue. Since 
then he has been engaged in general blacksmithing and farming, following the 
first occupation two years and the latter the remainder of the time, becoming 
the owner of his present farm of 143 acres, situated four miles east of Spring
field. Since then he has been engaged in general farming and has dealt in 
stock to some extent. Everything about his place indicates that he is a man 
of thrift and energy, for his buildings and fences are kept in good repair and 
his stock is as good as can be found in Greene County. Near his residence is 
a fine spring of clear and cold running water, and on other portions of his farm 
are good streams, which make his place an admirable one for the raising of 
stock. Nearly all the land is under cultivation and in all respects it is one of 
the most valuable places in the county, due largely to Mr. Norbury's industry 
and good judgment in its improvement and cultivation. Mr. Norbury has 
always been a firm Democrat and takes a deep and active interest in political 
matters. He is a master Mason and has made a success of his efforts to win 
a competency for himself and those dear to him. He is a member of the 
Christian Church, in which he is also a trustee, and of this church his wife, 
whom he married May 15, 1864, and whose maiden name was Victoria A. Mau
pin, is also a member. She is a daughter of A. W. and Margaret (Adams) 
Maupin, both of whom were from Madison County, Ky., members of the first 
families in the State. He emigrated to Missouri and settled in Boone County 
in 1820, or about that time, but about 1835 became a resident of Greene 
County, and until his death, which occurred in 1858, was a resident of Spring
field. He was a carriage maker and conducted a large business in his line on 
Boonville Street. He was a very prominent business man of Springfield in his 
day, and was an active member of the Christian Church. His wife died in 
Ozark County while there on a visit to a daughter in 1884, being quite 
advanced in years and one of the oldest residents of the county. She was 
born in Kentucky in 1813, and became the mother of nine children, three of 
whom are living: Pho"be married William Victor and died in 1860; Martha 
married Mr. Campbell, and after his death Mr. Hightower, and died in 1861; 
Gorton died in 1866, having been a soldier in the Forty-sixth Regiment, and 
orderly sergeant of Company A, leaving a wife and two children; ~u~y! w~o 
died in 1885, was the wife of A. Fisher, of Ozark Coun~y; James T. IS hv:ng:n 
the Choctaw Nation is a farmer and a man of famIly (he was a soldier In 

the Sixth Missouri C~valry); Victoria (Mrs. Norbury); Mary, who married F. 
Duffy, died in 1882, in Rich Hill, Mo.; Fannie is the wife of Andrew Myers 
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and lives in Springfield; and Archie, who died when young. Mrs. Norbu~y 
was born in Springfield May 14, 1843, on Boonville Street, near the publIc 
square, and obtained a good education in the public schools and in Ca~lt0!l 
College. She has borne her husband three sons and three d.aughters: Wllllll
fred, born April 28, 1867, the wife of W. C. McBee:, of Manon County, Ark., 
of which place he is a merchant (they have one chtld, Lucy); .Charles F. was 
born July 12, 1869, married Jennie Shock~ey and has one chIld, Mary Yic
toria (they live at Springfield; Charles IS in the employ ?f t~e Sl?n~g
field Grocery Company); Edwin was born March 8,1873, and IS stIll asslstmg 
his father on the farm; Anna E. was born in June, 1876, and is also at home 
with her parents; two died in infancy.. T~e family. att~nd the Washington 
Avenue Christian Church and stand high m the estimatIOn of the people of 
the county. Mr. Norbury carries on blacksmithing on his .farm, but f~r some 
years has given it but little attention. He has everythlllg about lum that 
heart could wish, a pleasant and comfortable home, and a fine orchard, 
grapery, etc. 

DANIEL CURRAN KENNEDY is the founder of Tlte Leader, the oldest 
newspaper in Springfield, a breezy sheet, which enjoys a good circulation 
and is published in the interests of the community, especial attention being 
paid to local affairs, making it a history of the events that transpire in this 
locality. Moreover it reviews intelligently the public issues of the day, and 
its advertising columns are well filled and show that the business community 
of Springfield and neighboring towns appreciate it as a medium for making 
themselves known to the people at large. The intelligent and able editor of 
this journal is a native of Dublin, Ireland, where he was born February 14, 
1842. His father, Michael Kennedy, was obliged to flee from Ireland on 
account of political complications, and in 1843 came to America with his fam
ily and settled on land in Alabama, where he became a tiller of the soil. 
Later he came "Vest to Missouri, settled at St. Louis and engaged in steam
boating on the Mississippi River, rising to the rank of captain. He pmspered 
in this business and continued it until his death, which occurred about 
1853. He was a Democrat politically, and he and his wife, Elizabeth Can
dron, whom he married in Dublin, were devout members of the Catholic 
Church,- and in that faith reared their children: Catherine, Anthony, Mary, 
William and Daniel c., all of whom were born in the Isle of Erin. Daniel 
Curran Kennedy was educated in the public schools at St. Louis, after which 
he attended a commercial college for some time, where he acquired a sound 
and practical education. Upon leaving this institution, he, in 18S8, began 
the study of law, and in 1867 was admitted to the bar, the interruption in 
his legal studies being caused by his enlistment in the Confederate Army at 
the breaking out of the war. He was first a member of the Missouri State 
Guards, and on May 6, 1861, his regiment was encamped at St. Louis. On 
the 10th of that month an attack was made by the Federals under Gen. Lyon, 
and the entire brigade under Gen. D. M. Frost were taken prisoners, and Mr. 
Kennedy \vas paroled and exchanged in December, 1861. He then enlisted 
in Guiber's battery, Green's brigade, with which he served from the battle 
of Pea Ridge through the Vicksburg campaign, where Gen. Green was killed 
and Col. F. M. Cockrell was promoted to brigadier-general. He was in the 
battles of Camp Jackson, Pea Ridge, Ark., after which he was transferred 
east of the river, and was at Shiloh, Corinth, Iuka, the second battle of Cor
inth, Grand Gulf, Champion Hill, Big Black, thence to Vicksburg, in which 
engagement he was taken prisoner and sent to a parol camp where he 
remained until December, 1863, after which he was in the battle of Franklin 
and the Atlanta campaign. He first held the rank of sergeant, then quarter-
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master-sergea.nt, a~d af~er the batt~e of Vicksburg was promoted to lieuten
ant. On Apnl 9 hIs. bn&"ade w~s dIsbanded near the city of Mobile, and he 
returne~ to St .. LC?UlS wIth a vle~ of becoming a lawyer, but owing to the 
Missotln Constitution o~ 1865, whIch ?~barred any pe~son who was engaged 
in the Con~ederate servIce from practlcmg law, preachmg the Gospel or hold
ing any offi~e of hon.or or trust, etc., he w~s unabl~ to resume his legal career. 
By the advIce of fne?ds he ~ame to Spnngfield m 1867, and established the 
Springfield Lcade:. .Some time after the law of prohibition having been 
declared unconstltutiOnal by the Supreme Court of the United States, Mr. 
Kennedy was exa~ined a.nd admitted to the ~issouri bar, St. Louis, in 1867. 
He, however, contInued hIs newspaper enterpnse, and The Leader has contin
ued to be published to the present time, as it was established on broad Dem
ocrati~ principles. In ~h.e years .immediately follow.ing the war the paper 
expenenced great OppOSItIOn, the bItterness of war partIsanship freelyexpress
ing itself, at times to such an extent as to endanger the personal safety of 
the editor and employes of the paper. The Leader was fearless and outspoken 
and advocated its principles so freely, as it saw fit, that in those days a man 
was considered disloyal who was one of its patrons. At one time, after an 
exceedingly bitter political campaign, the office building was destroyed by 
fire, the work of an incendiary. In 1890 a substantial and commodious brick 
building was erected as the home of The Leader, and the facilities for publica
tion were increased. In size and editorial ability it compares favorably 
with its contemporaries, and is recognized as the leading Democratic organ in 
that section of the county, if not in the Southwest. Whatever cause he sus
tained he espoused because he believed it with his whole heart, and being a 
man of strong convictions, whatever he believed in he clung to with tenacity. 
He is a versatile writer-decidedly original, sometimes unique, and always 
interesting and entertaining. Nothing is suffered to lag- that he takes hold of, 
and the success of the paper, which was started with very small capital and in 
the interests of an unpopular cause, has been due to his push and perseverance. 
It has been a great benefit to the town of Springfield, for it has al ways advo
cated all public improvement, and is decidedly public spirited in its tone. 
Mr. Kennedy has been liberal with his means in behalf of public improvement, 
and assisted in the erection of the St. Louis & Santa Fe Railroad. being one 
of the delegates of Springfield men who visited the State Legislature in 1868. 
and secured the passage of an act for its establishment. About the same time 
Mr. Kennedy advocated in his paper the construction of a railroad from 
Kansas City to Springfield and Memphis, which resulted in the building of the 
Kansas City, Fort Scott & Memphis Railroad, to which Greene County sub
scribed $400,000. Mr. Kennedy has also given liberally of his means for the 
building of mills. foundries, thc Metropolitan Hotel and the Gulf Railroad 
shops, the Sewerage Water Works, street car lines, besides many other enter
prises of a like nature. In 1887 he was appointed by Gov. Marmaduke, with
out solicitation, as a member of the Board of Managers of the InsaneAsylum 
NO.3, at Nevada, Mo., and was reappointed by Govs. Morehouse, Francis and 
Stone. While at all times active in politics, and arduous in his devotion to his 
political friends, he has never been an office seeker. Socially he is a Mason 
of Solomon Lodge No. 27 I, Springfield, and in the chapter has held the offices 
of high priest, captain of the host, master of the veil, and in St. John's Com
mandery has held the office of captain-general. He is also a member of 
Aarat Temple of the Mystic Shrine, and a non-affiliated Knight of Pythias 
and Odd Fellow. He was married November 20, 1866, to Miss Lulu Boyd, 
daughter of Hon. Marcus and Lucinda (Price) Boyd, and to their union three 
children have been born: Robert L., Daniel C. and Norman. Both Mr. and 
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Mrs. Kennedy are members of the Episcopal Church, and have many and 
faithful friends, consequent on their correct mode of living. 

THOMAS J. DELANEY. To become distinguished at the bar requires not 
only capacity, but also sound judgment and persevering industry. These 
qualifications are combined in no gentleman at the Greene County bar to a 
greater extent than in Thomas J. Delaney. A careful and accurate adviser, 
and an earnest and conscientious advocate, his success at thc bar has been 
achieved by the improvement of opportunities, by untiring diligence, and by 
close study and a correct judgment of men and motives. Like so many of the 
eminent men of the present day his early career was not ~ very auspicious 
one and gave no hints of the honor that was to come to him III later years. 
He was born in the city of New Orleans May 10, 1859, a son of James Delaney, 
who lost his life while serving for the South in the great civil strife of 1861, 
being fatally wounded at the siege of Corinth. He was a native of Ireland, 
but became a citizen of America in 1850, first making his home in the city of 
Brooklyn, and in 1859 removing to New Orleans, in which city his widow still 
resides. To their union a family of five children were given, the following of 
whom are living: Mary (K:earney), of Springfield, Mo.; Jennie (Beven), of 
McComb, Miss., and Thomas J. The education of the latter was acquired in 
Mary's College, New Orleans, in which institution he enjoyed excellent 
instruction and made the most of his opportunities. In April, 1874, he came 
to Springfield, Mo., and took up the study of law in May, 1878, with F. S. 
Pfefferman, but gave it up for a time to engage in railroading, which he con
tinued until October of the same year, at which time he entered the Law 
Department of the Washington University of St. Louis, from which hc gradu
ated with first honors in 1880, in a class comprising forty-two members, many 
of whom are now prominent attorneys of Missouri. Mr. Delancy entered 
upon the practice of his profession in St. Louis as a partner of Brillian A. 
Hill, but on account of ill health left that city in April, 1881, and came to 
Springfield, having been married in St. Louis in December, 1880, to Miss 
Cordie Boyd, daughter of Hon. S. H. Boyd, of this city. Since he has made 
his home at this place he has been actively engaged in the practice of law, 
and gives attention to both civil and criminal practice. He has been a life
long Democrat, has taken a deep interest in politics, and in 1882 was elected 
by his party to the office of city attorney of Springfield, serving that year and 
during 1883. In the latter year he was appointed prosecuting attorney of 
Greene County, which position he filled until 1885, when he refused to be 
renominated. After the defeat of Cleveland in 1888, he was appointed assist
ant United States District Attorney for the Western District of Missouri, and 
under Harrison's administration he tendered his resignation. In 1890 he 
was elected a member of the State Central Committee, representing the old 
Thirteenth District, and in r892 he was electecl to the same position to repre
sent the new Seventh District. For a number of years he was associated in 
the practice of his profession with his father-in-law, Hon. S. H. Boyel (from 
1885 to 1890 l. and the firm proved a strong one and became widely and 
favorably known. He and his wife have one child living, James Boyd, who 
was born July 2, 1882. 

JUDGE JOHN ROWLETT WOODSIDE (cleceased). This gentleman was born 
in Calloway County, Ky., in the Kentucky Purchase, in 1814. He was self edu
cated and from Kentucky removed to Scott County, Mo., and later to Oregon 
County, and was engaged in school teaching for some time, but while teaching 
he broke his shoulder which forced him to other pursuits. He took up law and 
was soon admitted to practice, and later was made State attorney. He was a 
member of the State Legislature when the secession ordinance was passed. 
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During the early part of the war he served as a recruiting officer for the Con
federacy for a time, when he was captured and imprisoned at St. Louis for 
some time when he was released upon his honor. After the war in 1872 he was 
elected district judge which position he filled with distinction and ability for 
fourteen years. He made the circuit on horseback and frequently was 
compelled to swim the swollen streams. He was a Democrat but never 
allowed politics to interfere with his canvass for the judgeship. He was a 
master Mason and a member of the Southern Methodist Church for fully 
thirty-five years. He died February 28, 1887, one of the most honored and 
prominent characters who ever resided in Oregon County. He was married in 
Scott County, Mo., to Miss Emily H. Old, who still survives and is the mother 
of eight children, five of whom are living, and all in Oregon County. 

CAPT. JAMES B. OLD, a prominent citizen of Oregon County, Mo., was 
born May 22, 1835, and is the son of Thomas E. and Mary E. (Posey) Old, 
who were born in Halifax County, Va., and lived in various places. They 
were married in Virginia and afterward moved to Weakley County, Tenn, and 
January I, 1841, landed in Oregon County, Mo., coming through with teams, 
and located where Thomasville now is. They both died in 1872 at the age of 
seventy-two years. Mr. Old was a fa·rmer, but practiced medicine for many 
years. He was educated at a prominent old Virginia institution, and was 
judge of Oregon County Court some years. He was a member of the Southern 
Methodist Church, and a Democrat in politics. His father, James Old, 
removed from Virginia to Tennessee, where he died. Dr. Old was quite suc
cessful financially, but lost heavily during the war, but recovered before his 
death. Capt. James B. Old, the subject of this article, was reared in Missouri 
and educated principally at Bethel Academy in Jasper County. He served 
in the Confederate Army from March, 1862, till July, 1863, as sergeant of Com
pany D, Fourth Missouri Infantry. He then came home and organized a 
company which he commanded until his surrender at Jacksonport, Ark., at 
the close of the war. He was all through the Price raid. He was never 
wounded, but was taken prisoner at Vicksburg. After the war he engaged in 
farming, and for some years was also in the real estate business. For fifteen 
years he followed the mercantile business with success at Thomasville, but in 
1888 returned to the farm. He was married in 1857 to Miss Elizabeth F. 
Lewis, a native of Alabama. Mr. and Mrs. Old are the parents of six children, 
five of whom are now living. The Captain and his wife are Methodists. He 
is a Democrat, is a member of the Masonic order, and is an Odd Fellow. 



MAJOR CHARLES GALLOWAY, 
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COMMENT ON THE INDEX 

In the following index 
topics and surnames are interfiled, with the latter 
in SOLID CAPITALS. All personal names are listed 
except insignificant incidental mention such as a com
mander of a military unit in which a man served. 

The surname, IN CAPITALS, 
is followed by given names or initials. Then, in the 
cas e of a married woman, comes the original family 
name in parentheses. If a previous marriage isknown 
that name is given between plus signs (++). Nicknames 
are enclosed in single quotes, thus 'Bud.' Brackets 
(() are used to give parenthetical comments. Ques
tion mark (?) means the identification is not positive. 
When a name is misleading as to sex, an (f) or (m) 
shows whether male of female. 

For Example 

CHICKWEED, --- (Olson?) 1721 
Margaret t Polly t (Brown) + Bock+ 
1547,1981; W. C.(f) 1624n; Wolf 
£an Indianl 1391 

Mrs. Chickweed, 
whose given name is not known but who is thought to 
have been a Miss Olson, is mentioned on page 1721. 
Mrs. Margaret Chickweed, nee Brown, Whose nick
name was 'Polly, t was formerly married to a Mr. 
Bock, is noted on page 1547 and 1981; W. C., who is 
a woman, is named in a footnote on page 1624. Wolf 
Chickweed, page 1391, is an Indian. 

@1966 by Felix Eugene Snider 
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