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TO MY FRIENDS.

This little volume has been prepared to preserve
the past history of Dunklin County, Mo., perpetuate
the names of its pioncers, keep the time and manner
of settleinent, record the names of its officials, and
preserve much other mutter that would otherwise, in
a few years, be entirely lost.

Also realizing the many untrue and detrimental
things which have been spoken of her native county,
the author desires to bring it before its sister connties
and the world as it now exists, and to this end has
personally visited every locality of the county, and
more than ffty of the oldest and best informed citizens,
in search of information, and in every instance using
that which proved to be thie most reliable.
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INTRODUCTORY.

As every book must be, in some part, more or less
the opinion of its anthor, the writer has endeavored
to be moderate in language of praise, and to avoid all
exaggeration.

The Album of our Proere aNp Flosres has received
muech care and attention, with the best possible results
from the material furnished.

While knowing the book is not perfect, it is hoped
{hat it will meet. with the approval of all.

My friends will please remember that I was born,
reaved and edueated (with the exception of two years
‘| the Piedmont, Wayne County, public schools, when
a child)— in Dunklin County; and 1 acknowledge
with pride, oot only my pationality, but my pative
State and county.

I tender my grateful thanks for courtesies received
from mauny friends, and respectfully dedicate this his-
tory to the people of Danklin County.

Tiur AUTHOR.
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IIISTORY OF DUNKLIN COUNTY.

CHAPTER I.

TERRITORY OF MISSOURI.

Congress organized ihe Territory of Missouri, June
4, 1812. The first Council consisted of nine members,
and the House of thirteen. ¢¢ Territory of Louisiana *’
comprised ils real boundary, yet it practically con-
sisted of only the settled parts of Missouri, as follows :
Cape Girardeau, embracing the territory betsween
Tywappity Bottom and Apple Creek, Ste. Genevieve,
extending from Apple Creek to the Merameo River, .
St. Louis, including that part of the State between
the Meramee and Missouri rivers, St. Charles, com-
prising the settled country between the Missouri and
Mississippi.

In October of the same year, these four districts
were reorganized into five counties, by proclamation of
Gov. Howard. The fifth was called New Madrid,
and included Arkansas, thercfore the present site of
Dunklin County.

In 1814 the population of the entire Territory was
25,000.  The country was rapidly settled up and new
counties organizeil.

During the session of the Legislature, in 1816-17,

(7)



8 HISTORY OF DUNKLIN COUNTY, MO.

the old ¢ Bank of Missouri’’ was charlered; and in
the fall of 1817 the two bunls, ¢ St. Louis " and
“ Missouri,”” were igsuing bills, the former having gone
into operation in 1814,

The first newspuper west of the Missiasippi was
published at St. Louis, July 12th, 1808. It was first
called the Missourt (GAZETTE, and measured 12x16
inches. Tt proved to be the forerunner of (he MiSSOURT
RerusLicaw, thence Tur Rerustic, und now so witlely
read by the staunch Democrats of Dunklin County.

The first paper west of St. Louis wus the MiSSOURT
INTELLIGENGER, estublished by Nathaniel Patton, in
1819, at Old Franklin, and later removed Lo Fayelte.

In 1818 the first Protestant Church ( Baptist) was
built in 8t. Louis, and in tke same year a-cathedpal
was commenced on the site of the old log church which
kad been built by the carly French settlers.

STATE OLGANIZATION.

In 1818, the inhubitants of Missouri petitioned for
admission into the Union, through John Scolt, dele-
gate to Congress. Two years was cousumed in the
discussion of the slavery question, by the House of
Representatives and the Senate. The House insisted
on the gradual restriction of involuntary servitude,
apd the Senate refused to iundorse any anti-slavery
proviso whatever.

In 1820, while the matter was still uncder disoussion,
that amendment, famons as the ¢ Missouri Compro-
mise,’”” was presented by Jesse B. Thomas, of Illi-
noi3, and adopted Murch 6th of the same year, This
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sellled, for the time, all differences: between the: two
Houses, and allowed Missouri to enter the Union with
slavery., The pro-slavery senators consented to this
measure because they saw by the determination of the
House that they would be unable otherwise to secure
the admission of Missouri.

The people of the Territory of Missouri then
organized into fifteen counties, were authorized by
Congress to hold an election in May, 1820, to choose
representatives to the State Convention, whose object
should be the framing of a Constitution. Accord-
ingly, forty-one representatives convened at St.
Louis, June 12. The Constitution which the Con-
vention framed took effect from the authority of the.
body itself, not being submitted to the vote of the
people. It withstood the mutations of parties and:
all clforts at material nminendment from the time of its
adoption till the Convention of 1865.

November 16, 1820, Mr. Scott laid before the
House of Representatives, at Washington, a copy of
the Constitution of the new State, whem a fresh
debute arose, first, becanse the Constitution sanctioned
slavery, and, second, because one of its ‘articles
especially enjoined that sueh laws should be passed as
might be necessury to prevent free mulattoes and:
uegroes from coming to or settling in the new State
under any pretext whatsoever,

The perils of the political situation becoming immi-
nent, Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, moved that twenty-three.
Representatives, one from each State, be appointed to
act jointly with the Senate committee, in an attempt-
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to adjust the difficulty. Such a committee was chosen
with Mr. Clay as its chairman. The Senate also
appointed seven of its members on the joint committee
which, on February 26, 1821, reported to each House
the following:

¢ Resolved, by the Senate and House of Llepresenia-
tives of the United States of America, in Congress
Assembled,

That Missouri shall be admitted into this Union on
an equal footing with the original States, in all re-
spects whatever, upon the fundamental conditions that
the fourth clanse of the twenty-sixth scetion of the
article of the Constitution, submitted on the part of
said State to Congress, shall never be construed to
authorize the passage of any law, and (hat no law
shall be passed in conformity thereto, by which any
citizen of either of the States in the Union shall be
excluded from the enjoyment of any of the privileges
and immunities to which such citizen is entitled nnder
the Constitution of the United States.

“ Provided. That the Legislature of said State, by
a solemn publie act, shall declare the agsent of the
State to the said fundaniental conditions, and shall
transmit to the President of the United Stales, on or
before the fourth Monduy in November next, an
authentic copy of the said act, upon the receipt
whereof the President, by proclamation, shall announce
the fact; whereupon, and without any further pro-
ceeding on the part of Congress, the admission of the
State into the Union shall be considered as complete.”’
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This resolution, known as ¢ The Clay Compromise’’
was soon adopted by both Houses.

The 26th of the following June, the Legislature of
Missouri adopted an act declaring the assent of the
State to the conditions of admission, and transmitted
to the President a copy of the same.

August 10, 1821, after a struggle of nearly two
Yyears and a half, the admission of Missouri into the
Union was announced by the proclamation of Presi-
dent Monroe, and the Stute from that day took rank
as the twenty-fourth of the American Republic. The
seat of goverument was fixed at St. Charles, bat was
moved, in 1826, to Jefferson City.

According to the first census taken in September,
1821, the population of the State was 70,647, of
whom 11,254 were slaves.

WHY WE WERE INCLUDED IN MISSOURI.

In 1804 Congress divided Louisiana into two terri-
tories by a line running with the thivty-third parallel
of north latitude. In 1812 the Territory of Missouri
was organized from a portion of Upper Louisiana, and
in 1819 Arkansas Tervitory was established, When
it was proposed to orgunize the State of Missouri, the
bill as first introduced provided that the parallel of
86° and 30" should be the Southern boundary of Mis-
souri throughout its entive extent, from the Mississippi
river West,

There were at this time many hardy pioneers on
the Mississippi below that line, whose interests were
linked with thesettlements of the North by tiescommer-
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cial as well as social, and they felt that as their position
was so far in advance of other portions of Arkansas.
Territory, they were entitled to all the privileges and
immunities which is offered by a Stuate government.

Prominent among these pioneers was Col. John
Hardiman Walker, who owned large traels of lund in
Pemiscot and Dunklin Counties, and who was anxious
to have his lands annexed to Missouri. Muany others
of the pioneers were desirous of being Missourians,
and until a late dale beeame indignant if spolien of as
being properly ¢ Arkansawyers.”’

Col. Walker, Godfrey Lesieur, and several other
leading citizens of this portion of the State, by exert-.
ing their influence with friends in Washington, sue-
ceeded in having the original bill amended and the line
from the Mississippi to the St. Francois rivers lowered
to the parallel of 36°. Hence we are for all time
Missourians.

Dunklin County was organized February 14, 1845,
from that portion of Stoddard County south of the
parallel of 86°30”. In 1853 a strip nine miles wide-
was added to this territory on the north. The county
was named in honor of Dunicl Dunklin, Governor of
Missouri from 1832 to 1836, then Surveyor-General
of the United States, ete. It lies between St. Francois
river and New Madrid and Pemiscot Counties, in a.
portion of the State which upparently belongs to.
Arkansas.
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BOUNDARY — R. 3. 1879, segc. 3615.

DuxxLiy. Beginning at the northwest corner of
New Madrid County in the middle of township 23,
north, in range 10, east of the fifth principal meridian,
thence due west with the section lines to the middle
of the main channel of the St. Francois River, thence
down the middle of the main channel of said river,
with the meanderings thereof, to where said river
crosses the line between the States ol Missouri and
Avkansas; thence east with said State line on the
parallel of latitude 36 degrees and 80 minutes, to the
middle of the main chanunel of said St. Francois River
where it crosses the State line at the southeast corner
of the southwest quarter of section 36, in (ownship
22, north, in range 8, east of the ffth principal
meridian ; thence down the middle of the main channel
of said St. Francois River with the meanderings thereof
to the extreme south boundury of the State of Mis-
souri; thence due east to the southwest corner of
Pemiscot County ; thence with the western boundary
line of Pemiscot County to the southwest corner of
New Madrid County to the place of lLeginning.

Area.— 1t is nearly lifty miles in length, and em-
braces an arca of 500 square miles.

The county is only about live miles near the center,
and reaches its greatest width on its southern extremity,
being there twenly-two miles wide. On the north
line it is cleven miles in width.

Soil.— The most productive is a black sand and
muck mixture which is especially adapted to cotton,
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corn, other grain and garden vegetables, Excepting
a portion of Grand Prairie the lower end of the county
is almost entirely composed of this soil and is exceed-
ingly produective and fertile.

There is also another variety of sand lighter in
character. This is the soil of the prairies, which is
peculiarly adapted to the production of grain, potatoes,
watermelons, and vegetables whose value depends upon
early ripening. With intelligent attention both of the
above mentioned soils grow the very finest small fruits,
and that too with the very least labor.

Another variety of soil is found near the foot-hills
in the northwest part of the county, and is a vich,
yellowish loam. It is heavier than the sandy varieties
and is not easily exhausted. Tt produces large crops
of corn, and is adapted to grass, wheat and fruit.

Still farther up on hoth sides of the hill-ridge the
soil is of a still heavier and black variety. The strip
of hills known as ¢ Crowley’s Ridge *” are prinecipally
of a variety of clay. Here the peach and other fruits
are grown of good size and the best quality ; and here,
also, the principal wheat erop of the county is grown.

The very best brick and potter's clay are found on
the ridge and along the St. Francois River in this
county. There is also a pure white variety that
resembles putty in appearance, and a red of similar or
ochraceous character, with a considerable show of iron
in many places. Our farm lands have proved to be
not easily exhausted, producing good crops annually,
many of them for over forty Years, aud without any
especial care,
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EARTHQUAKES or 1811-12,

These are known a8 New Madrid earthquakes. They
have been felt not only in the ecounty of New Madrid,
hut also the adjacent country on both sides of the
Mississippi River. The eenter of the disturbance
seems to have been in Pemiscot County, in the vicin-
ity of Little Prairie.

Michael Braunm (father of Tecumsey Braunm, Miss
Lizzic Braunm and Mrs. Vietorine ( Braunm) Horner,
all yet living in Dunklin County)— was a married
man living at the above mentioned place during the
time of the earthquakes. In describing the eatastro-
phe he stated that in one particular place on the
Mississippi the earth rose like a great loaf of bread to
the height of many feet, the uprising heing accom-
panied by a terrible rumbling unoise. The swell
finally burst with one of the most severe shoeks
of the period, and great quantities of sand,
water and a black sulphurous vapor, was thrown
out to nearly the height of an ovdinary tree, com-
pletely darkening the atmosphere for some distance.
When it was agrin light it was noticed that many
acres of land had disappeared in the Mississippi, the
current of which was retrograded for a short time.
The rising motion and rumbling noise warned the
inhabitants, and they fled in dismay, so that no lives
were lost. Mr, Braunm’s residence was about a half
mile from the seeming center of this particular shock,
and when it had subsided he placed his wife on a
horse, walking in front himself, to search out a way
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over and between the deep fissures that had been
made in the earth, and thus sought a quieter Iocality,
as did the other inhabitants.

The description of the first shoek as given by God-
frey Lesieur, who was an eye-witness to the scene, is
quoted from the ¢ History or SourHeast MISsOURI,”’
ag follows:—

*¢ The first shock was about 2 o’clock . a1, on the
night of Decenmiber 16, 1811, and was very hard, ahak-
* ing down log houses, chimneys, etec. It was followed
at intervals from balf an hour to an hour apart by
comparatively slight shocks, until about 7 o’clock in
the morning, when a rumbliug noise was heard in the
west, not unlike distant thunder, and in an instant the
earth began to totter and shake so that no persons
were able to stand or walk. This lasted a minute,
then the earth was observed to be rolling in waves of
a few feet in height, with a visible depression between.
These swells burst, throwing up large volumes of
water, sand and a species of chavcoal, some of which
was partly covered with a substance which by its
peculiar odor was thought to be sulphur. Where
these swells burst, large, wide and long fissures were
left running north and south parallel with each other
for miles. I have secen some four or five miles in
length, four and one-half feet deep on an average, and
about ten feet wide.”’

After this, slight shocks were felt at intervals uatil
January 7, 1812, when the region was again visited
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by an ecarthquake equal to the first in violence, and
characterized by the same frightful results. Mr.
Lessieur says farther, that upon this second visitation
the inhabitants, exeepting two familics, fled in dis-
may, leaving behind their stock and even many of
their household goods, all of which were appropriated
by adventurers and cavried away in flnthoats.

During this series of the most terribile earthquakes
that have ever visited the American Continent, which
occurred along the Mississippi Valley, streams were
turned from their chanuels or dried up; hills, forests
and plains disappeared, and lakes, one of which, Red-
fool Lake, sixty or seventy miles in length, and from
three to twenty in breadth, were formed. Vast heapsof
sand were scaltered in various places, and whote
tracts of land sank below the level of the surrounding
country,

Dunklin = County’s swamps and sloughs were
undoubtedly made then, also its prairies and ¢ sand-
blows.”” Many of the fissures made in the earth are
yet plainly visible in this county, especially on Horse
Island, and wear the foot of the hills west of Malden.

All these fissures and the praivies, *¢ sandblows,”’
slonghs or swamps, ran in a northeasterly and south-
westerly direction in Dunklin County.

Judging by the deseription of this county ‘before
these earthquales, as given by Mr. Michael Braunm,
it scems to have sunk or settled down at least fifteen
or twenty feet, and in some places even more, all over
the south end and cast side along the swamps of. Little
River.

[E-]
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The small fissuves in Dunklin County, mude hy the
earthquakes, run parallel with Seneca Creck, Kinamore
Slough, Honey Cypress, Buffalo Creek, Raglin and
Taylor sloughs, — and it is supposed that these are
only larger fissures made by the sume ecatastrophe.
The Indians stated this to be a fact, also, that theve
was no sand, sloughs or swamps prior to that time,
but a beauntiful high-rolling country.

Since 1812 slight shocks have been felt in the same
region as the earthquakes of that date along the
Mississippi. Valley. Two or three shakes are some-
times felt in one year. The last, and hardest one
since 1812, occurred about 5 o’clock Thursday morn-
ing of October 31, 1895. Tur Rerusric of November
2, 1895, says: ‘¢ Near Henson Lake, six miles south
of Charlestown, Mo., about four acres of ground
were sunk and filled with water, forming another luke.
Near Bertrand hundreds.of mounds of sand are piled
up, ranging in size from twelve inches to ten feet in
oircumference, and the ditehes in this neighborhood
are filled with water, coming from the holes made,
there having been no rain to fill them any other way
for nearly two months. Near Big Lake, four miles
north of Charleston, are two small holes in the earth,
from which the water is spouting to the height of
three feet. Every brickinyer in the city { Charleston )
was busy all day replacing flues and chimneys that
were skaken down.

¢ The trembling of the earth is said to have been
felt in at least seventeen States. The vibration
seems to have been most violent in the section ex-
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tending direetly south of the State of Ohio. Only
n few slight personal injuries have been reported.
Considerable damage has been done to property in
many places, brick flues were felied, chimueys shaken
down,— plate-glass fronts and glass window panes fell
from houses, plastering shook from walls, clocks were
stopped and lights put out, and in some places people
were nauseated and rolled out from their beds by Lhe
rocking of the earth.”’

These late shocks were much lighter in Dunklin
County than in many other places, the severity being
indicated by a message sent from Malden to Tue Rep-
osLic on October 31, 1895: ¢¢ The heaviest earthquake
since 1812 oceurred here at 5:07 this morning, lasting
three minutes, {rom northeast to southwest. There was
a general seare but no damage is known,”

CHAPTER II.

INDIANS AND OTHER RACES.
THE MOUND RBUILDERS.

This is a race who have acquired their name from
the numerous large mounds of earth left by them.
This race possessed a much less degree of cultnre
than the races that built the ancient cities of Cen-
tral Aineriea, and reaches back into aun antiquity so
remote as to have left beliind no vestige of tradition.

They seem to have been a haif-civilized people, and
once .occupied Missonri and various other parts of the
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United States. Remains of what were apparently
villages, altars, temples, idols, burial-places, monn-
ments, eamps, fortifieations and pleasure-grounds have
been found, but nothing showing tlut any material
save earth was used in the construction of their habi-
tations. At first these works were supposed lo be of
Indian origin, bul carcful examination has revealed the
fact that despite several adverse theories they must
have beeu reared by a people as distinet from the
North American Indian as were those later people of
Central America.

The mounds and other ancient earthworks con-
strueted by this people are abundant in Southeast
Missouri. Some are quite large, but the greater part
of them are small and inconspicuous.

¢Along nearly all of the water-courses that are large
enough to be navigated by a canoe, the mounds are
almost invariably found, so that when one places him-
self in such a position as to command the grandest
river scenery he is alnost sure to discover that he is
standing upon one of these ancient tunnels, or in
close proximity thereto. The human skeletons, with
skulls diflering from those of the Indians, that are
found in these mounds are usually accompanied by
pottery and various ornaments and utensils showing
considerable mechanical skill. From the compara-
tively rude state of the arts among them, however, it
has been inferved that the time of their migration to
this country, if indeed they did migrate, was very
remote.’’*

* History of Southeast Missouri.
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Their axes were of stone; their raiment, judging
from fragwents which have been discovered, consisted
of the burk of trees interwoven with feathers, and
their military works were such as a people would erect
who had just passed io the pastoral state of society
from that dependent alone upon hunting and fishing.
They were, no doubt, idolaters, and it has been con-
jectured that the sun was the objeet of their adoration.
The mounds were generally built in a situation afford-
ing a view of the rising sun; when inclosed in walls
their gateways were toward the east; their caves in
which their dead were occasionaily buaried always
opened in the same direction; when bodies were buried
in graves, ug was frequently the case, they were laid
in a direction east and west ; and, finally, meduls have
been found, representing the sun and his rays of light.
Dunklin County is an especinlly rich feld for the
archzeologist. Situated on the farm of C. V. Langdon,
oune mile south of Cotton Plant, is one of the largest
mounds in the county, adjoining are smaller ones,
North of Cardwell, two miles on Major Willie Ray’s
pluce, there is.quite 1 number.

In the north purt, and, in fact, nearly all over the
county at comparatively short distuneces, these mounds
are very noticeable. Extra large-sized human bones,
skulls, earthen pots, rude ornaments, and various stone
implements bave been exhumed from many of these
mounds.

THE INDIANS.

Whence they came, and to what other race they are
allied, or whether they were oviginally ereated a dis-
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tinct people in the forest wilds of America have been
questions much discussed by the learned and unlearned
of modern times, hut thus far have elicited only
hypotheses in veply. The most common supposition
is, however, that they are a derivative race, sprung
from one of the more ancient people of Asia, and that
they came to this continent by way of Behring Strait,
and this doubtless is the true theory. The tribes
with whom the first settlers of Missouri came prinei-
pally in contact were the Pottawuttomics, the Towas,
the Kickapoos, the Saes, and the Foxes.

Among the Indian chiefs whom the (irst settlers of
this county came in coutact with were Chilletacaux,
Senaca, Kinamore, John Big Knife, Corn Meal, John
Ease, Moonshine, Buck-Eye and Chickolee. Chille-
tacaux near Kennett was the principal Indian village;
the Indian chief of the same name lived there in u
small log hut, the eracks of whieh were sufliciently
large for his many cats to go in and aut at will.
Lven after the county had a considerable number of
white settlers the Indiuns came buck in summer to
their old camp grounds, The squaws ¢ tended’” »
comumon corn-patch, from which each oune received her
portion. They ulso made beaded moceasing and ornu-
ments. The men huoted and fished. The Chickasaw
Indians are said to have been lost during the earth-
quakes nt Cuckle-Burr Slough, between Buffalo Creck
and Big Lake. The Indians were all peaceable and
kind when treated so by the whites.
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CHAPTER IIT.

SCENLELY, ANIMALS, ETC.

The appearance, pbysical features, etc.s of thig
part of the country before the earthquuke of 1811-12,
was very different from that of latter years. Before
thut disturbance of the earth’s surface Crowley’s Ridge
extended to the lower end of Dunklin County, gradu-
ally sloping on the sides and south end to level but:
not low land.

Little River was called White Water, and was a
beautiful but very crooked stream resembling & moun-
tain creek; it had high banks on which grew highland
timber, as oak, sassafras, walnut, mnlberry, ete.
This is a fact proven by the large amount of this tim-
ber that still remains (mueh of it in a good state
of preservation), imbedded in the ¢ bottoms *’ along
St. Franeois und Little Rivers.

During a dry fall season, as has been this present
one of 1395, one may easily see where Little River
ran before the earthquukes. By following upits bed or
main channel there arve yet remains of its high banks in
some places that give it the appearance of a creek
during a dry season. On cither side of this main
channel may e found imbedded in the earth the above
mentioned highlund timber thoroughly water seasoned,
and although one may at present drive across it it is
nsnally covered with water from a few to many feet
deep, making the swamp called Little River from one
to several miles in width.
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Eust of Castor River (now known as New River in
this county) and White Water or Little River, the
country was described by Dr. Brookwuy through Col.
Applegate as being before the earthguukes nearly
level but not swampy, a beautiful country all the way
te Poiut Pleasant in New Mudrid County.

The tunnels erected by that prehistorie race called
*“ Mound' Builders,”” were numerous along these water-
courses and much more eonspicuous than is generally
supposed. But in 1811~12 the gencral appearance of
the country was materially changed. The banks of
White Water were shuken down, and Little River, with
a.swamp on either side, in some places several miles
in width, wus formed in its stead. The magnificent
highland timber was uprooted wnd left, nearly, or quite,
buried.in mud and water. The hills, forests und clay
soil in the south end of the county as well as all along
its eastern boundary disuppeared. The scene was an
open country largely covered with water, on which
grew few or no trees.  So it was described by Tndians
to the early settlers.

By the year 1830, West Pruirie and Grand Praivie
were nearly dry and ecovered with praivie and suge
grass from three feet to the height of a man on horse-
back. Oan the edges of the prairies the wild strawberry
and dewberry grew in profusion. In the lower places
there was a growth called wild, or duck outs, and
great rush and canebrakes on still lower land. The
creeks and sloughs, that are now neirly or quite dry,
most of the year, were then, in many pluees, deep
enongli to swim a horse.
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Much moss and other aquatic growths flourished in
the rivers and lakes then as now. There was some
small cypress in the swamps of Little River, but all
over the luower end of the county the trees were com-
paratively scarce and unusually small, During the
fall seasons after the prairies were burned off, as they
were every few years, sometimes annually, an unlimited
view could be had. When this grass was allowed to
grow it became so high and thick that it was difficult
to pass through unless one followed the paths made
by wild beasts from water to den.

No wonder that the waters und prairies were in turn
blackened by thousands of geese, or made white by
the beautiful swan, or changed to the dingy hue of the
blue crane, or brightened by the vich coloring of the
mallard duck.

The wild turkey did not fail to mingle his gobble
with the mocking jubber of the purrot, and many par-
raquet. The American eagle built his nest in the
cypress trees, in what is now the vicinity of Cotton
Plant and Hornersville.

With small bivds the woods were fairly filled,
although there were many kinds of hawks and owls to
prey upon them. Year after year the trees grew
larger, and the small growth thicker, until by 1850 the
entire county was a vast forest filled with wild animals
and fur-bearing crealures — a good hunting and fish-
ing ground for the Indians, but still very sparingly
settled by whites.

The largest wild animals that inhabited this county
in early dates was the buffalo. James Baker and
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Wiley Clarkston killed seven of these animals from
one Lerd at the head of Buifulo Island in 1845. Some
other hunters killed sixteen from one herd. These
animals left this county in the winter of 1847. Elk
were more numerous than buffuloes. Nathanial Baker
says he has seen several hundred of these quadrupeds
in one herd in the fall of the year. They stayed in
the swamps ¢loser each vear- until January, 1865,
when they went further west.

Deer, bears, wolves, panthers, catamounts, wild
cats, and fur-bearing creatures, as beaver, otter, minls,
coon and opossum, lived here in great numbers, and
were for many years the staple product of the
county.

PHYSICAL TLATURES,

Twenty years ago this county was nearly covered
with 1 heavy growth of timber, broken on the east of
the north central part by West Prairie and in the south
central part by Grand Prairie. The Glades, a strip
of black, mucky, low land from two to five miles wide,
lies along St. Francois River for several miles in the
northwest corner of the county and is heavily tim:
bered.

Crawley’s Ridge, a range of hills that strikes the
county on the north in section 22-23, township 23,
range 9, is from two to several miles wide, and zigzags
through the north part of the county as far south as
Campbell. It supports some fine beceh and oak tim-
ber.  Among the clay soil of this ridge may be found
some exceptionally fine potter’s elay.
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The east, central and lower parts of the county ure
level, traversed by many littie rivers, creeks or so-
culled slonghs, that divide the surface into many small
islands.

West Swamy is about five miles west of Malden and
separates that vieinity from the ridge.

Canaan Islund, southeast of Campbell, at the foot
bills, and Clarkson, are separated by Pond Slough.
Taylor’s Slough runs between West Praivie and Hal-
comh Island, and Varners River rons south of Halcomb
and divides that island from Ten Mile Island. Chil-
letacaux River separates the last named igland from
Serub Ridge, or Kennett and vieinity.

The cut-oil that joins St. Francois and Varneys rivers
runs between Ten Mile and Two Mile Islands. The
last-named river runs between Two Mile Island and
Horse Isiand and Buflalo Creek, between the latter and
Grand Praivie.  Buffalo and Horse Islands are’divided
by Houey Cypress, and Seneca Creek rons between an
islund of the same name and Buffalo.

Formerly these crecks and sloughs were considered
hopeless swamps. Now much of them are beginning
to be appreciated as among the best land in the
county. For years the high waters have depos-
ited rich soil upon them ; this, with decaying vegeta-
tion, have raised them materially. As the heavy
timber is cut off the land dries. In many places
where, fifteen years ago, water stood in spring saddle-
girth deep to a horse, the land is this year planted in
corn and cotton, and bids fair to yield an abundaat
harvest,
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THE PRESENT APPEARANCE

Is such us our people may justly feel proud. When it
is remembered that less than fifty years ago ain open
farm of more than Lwenty acres was cousidered large,
and ten acres was about the avelage size, now the
glade has more and larger furms than did the county
in 1858. The ridge has many fine farms, well

Levi MERCANTILE Co., MALDEN.

improved, and West Swamp, between the ridge and
Malden, is fast bLeing opened up. From the north
county line to Malden, and south of there to Kenuett,
maguificent farms bound you on every side, making
comfortable bomes and iudependent livelihoods for
their owners, If you travel from Campbell west to
the St. Francois River, or southeast through Canaan
Island to Halcomb, thence south through Halcomb
Island to White Oak and on down through Ten Mile
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and Two Mile Islands, and south to Senath on Horse
Island, your road lies in a well improved country.
On every hand it gives evidence of thrift and
prosperity.

South of Senath on Horse Island and Buffalo Island
to the county line there arc some of the finest furms in
the county ; still there is mnch unimproved land and
fine timber here, espeeially in the vicinity of Card-
well. Trom Kennett south to Cotton Plant on Grand
Prairie and past Hornersville to the county line, are
as fine farms as any counly can boast.

WILD GLOWTIS.

The blackherry, dewberry and strawberry grow
wild in nearly every neighborhood in the county,
from the hill-tops to the overtlow regions in the
extreme southeast corner. The wild grape, mus-
cadine, persimmon, pecan, plum, crab-apple, and
bluck-haw make beautiful the country, and laden the
aiv with the delightful odor of their blossoms in
spring, and hang out their fruit in tempting array
among the autumn leaves.

Oun the hills there is a growth known as Japan
clover, which is a good mast for hogs, sheep, cattle,
ate. The wild grasses, yonkepins, mosses, etc., are
Plentiful.

FLOODS.

These have, perhaps, from times immemorial
acensionally visited the regions of the lower Mississippi
Valley, always causing great alarm and counsiderable
Joss of property to the inhabitants.
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The southeast corner of Dunklin County have, during
some of these visitations, been inundated by the waters
[rom the tributaries of the ¢¢ great”’ river, and during
some of these floods the muddy waters of the Missis-
sIppi itself have heen easily noticed in the bounds of
our county.

Among the most destructive floods which huve
reached this county may be mentioned those of 1844,
1857, 1858 and 1882-1883. The high waters of 1882
were the most destructive to the inhabitants of {his
county of any which have oceurved within the memory
of the present generation. There was no loss of life
among the inhabitants, but considerable live stock and
much eora and other produce was destroyed. Febru-
ary 28, 1882, the waters were noticed coming across Lhe
road near the Old Culp Place south of Hornersville.
It also flowed into all low places hoth north and south
of the town,

The waters flowed with as much swiftness as « moun-
tain ereek after a heavy rain, and the inhabitants at
once became excited. Jumes A. Mizelle, who lived in
a small log house near the bank of Little River, about
a mile south of town, immediately, with the assistance
of neighbors, built a seaffold for his corn;: put the
beds into the garret of his house, emptied the burean
drawers of their contents and took his family and live
stock to higher ground. On eoming back next day in
his canoe he found the seaffold or corn pen washeddown,
the corn flouting in every direction, and the fences
in a similar plight. On looking into the house, which
he was just able to do by lying down in his canoe or
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¢ dugout,” he found the chairs and bureans with their
legs in the aiv floating around in the top of the house.

However, this wuas uan exceptionally low place,
and yet, where it had been only the day hefore dry
land, green with early spring grass, it was on March 1,
1882, covered by water from one to four feet in depth.
The floods extended as far north as Cotton Plant and
from one-half to two miles west of the river.

The sloughs in the county were also high, and the
St. Francois River overflowed its banks in some
places. But in a short time the waters subsided almost
as rapidly as they had risen, and the farmers, though
a little late, made good crops. The Government came
to the assistance of ihe people and replaced such nec-
essaries as they had lost.

The levee along the west bank of the Mississippi
gives us reason to hope that these floods will not oecur
again; in fact, it is practically certain that it will afford
us permanent protection. We have had no high water
to do any damage in this county since 1884.

The levee begins near Commerce, north of Cuiro,
111., and will extend to the mouth of the St. Francois
River, near Helena, Ark.

CHAPTER 1IV.

THI: CIVIL WAaAR.

Dunklin County furnished but few incidents of the
Civil War that are of much repute. The contlict par-
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took largely of the character of a guerrilla or partisan
warfare, and with two or three exceptions there were
no regularly planned and executed campaigns by regu-
lar troops. At the beginning most of the inhabitants
of this portion of the country were desirous of pre-
serving the Union, but at the same time opposed to
the coercion of the seceding States. When, however,
the alternative of union or disunion was presented, the
majority of the counties of Missouri went with the
South. Dunklin, with the majority, supported the
‘“ State Guards,” which by aet of the Legislature was
organized in May, 1861,

The Governor of Missouri appointed N. W. Watkins,
Brigadier-General, to command the First Military
Distriet, which embraced Southeast Missouri.

Gen. Watkins soon tendered his resignation, which
was accepted. His suceessor was Gen. Jeil. Thomp-
son. Upon assuming command he issued the follow-
ing proclamatory call:—

* ¢« Missourians! strike for your Fivesides and your
Homes!
¢ HEADQUARTERS FrrsT MILITARY Districr,
Missouzr State Guanps. }
‘“ BLoomrixLp, Mo., Aug. 1, 1861.
“To TnE PEOTPLE or Mrssour::

‘“ Having been elected to command the gallant sons
of the First Military District of Missouri in the second
War for Independence, I appeal to all whose hearts
are with us to immediately take the field. By o

* History of Southeast Missouri.
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speedy and simultaneous ussault on our foes we cun,
like a hurricune, seatter them to thae winds, while tardy
action, like the gentle Sonth wind, will ouly meet
with Northern frosts, and advance and recede, and,
like the seasons, will be like the history of the war,
and will last forever. Come now! Strike while the
iron is hot! QOur enemies ave whipped in Yirginiu.
They have been whipped in Missouri; Gen. Hardee
advances in the center, Gen. Pillow on the right, Gen.
McCulloch on the left with 20,000 brave Southern
hearts to our aid; so leave your plow in the furrow,
Your ox to the yoke, and vush like 2 tornado upon our
invaders and foes to sweep them from the face of the
earth, ov force them from the soil of the State.

** Brave sons of the First District, come and joinus!
We have plenty of ammunition and (he eattle on
10,000 hills ure ours. We have 40,000 Belgian mus-
lcets coming, but bring your guns and muskets
with you if you have them, if not come without
them. We will strike our foes like a2 Southern
thunderbolt, and soon our camp fires will illuminate
the Meramec and Missouri.

‘¢ Come, turn out !

““ JEFF. THOMPSON,
““ Brigudier-General Comd’g.”

Early in 1861 a regiment was organized in Dunklin
County for the State Guurd’s service. James A.
Walker was elected Colonel, and D. Y. Punkey, Lieu-
tenant-Colonel, and Birth Right, Major.

Among the captains of companies were 8. P

o

»
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Eldridge, Lee Taylor, A. J. Dooley, W. P. Jones and
Taylor Pickard. The regiment was organized at
Clarkton, and after spending some time in drilling,
joined Gen. Thompson's foree and were in the fight
at Fredevicktown. Gen. Thompson, with his State
Guards, entered upou an active warfare, and while
they did not do any serious damage to the Union army
succeeded in drawing the attention of a considerable
force. On August 11, 1861, a detachment dashed into
the valley of Hemburg, Scott Co., where there was a
small body of Home Guards. Killed one man,
wounded five andeaptured thirteen.

On August 20, 1861, Col. Jason H. ITunter was
sent out to develop the Unionists in the vicinity of
Bird’s Point. At Charleston he met Col. Dougherty
with the Tweaty-second Illinois Infantry, und engaged
them in a skirmish in the town, but wus driven back
in confusion. When he returned to camp, Hunter
was placed under arrest by Gen. Thompson for dis-
obeying orders, his instructions having been not to
engage the enemy. Gen. Thompson’s men numbered
about 3,000, about 800 of whom were Dunklinites.

In October, Gen. Thompson with his entire force
marched northward to Fredericktown, followed by a
considerable force of Union mmen under Col. J. B.
Plumer from Cupe Girardeau. Before the wrrival of
Plumer, Thompson left Fredericktown, and it was
thought by the citizens of the town that Le was in full
retreat, and they so informed his pursuers.

Plumer at once followed the Confederates, and
‘when about a mile south of town, was met by the latten
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in full force; they bad faced about and awaited the
approach of the enemy. Duving the fight thut ensued
neither side suffered serious loss. Gen. Thompson
was driven back and retreated in safety Lo Grecnville.

Meanwhile the Union forees had not remained idle.
July 17, 1861, B. Gratz Brown, with a regiment of
three-months’ volunteers, was ordered to tuke posses-
sion of Pilot Knob, where he remained until August
8th, when he was relieved by Gen. U. 8. Grant, with
his Twenty-first Illinois regimeut. Gen. Grant ut
onece prepared to take the offensive against Hardee,
at Greenville, but when ready to begin active opera-
tion, he was relieved by Gen. B. M. Prentiss.

About September 1st, Gen. Grant was appointed to
the command of the district of Southeast Missouri,
which also included Southern Illinois. He established
temporary headquarters at Cape Girardeau, but a few
days later removed to Cairo, Illinois.

By order of the Department Commander he was
first to take command of a combined expedition from
Cairo, Bird’s Point and Ironton for the capture of Jeff.
Thompson. Gen. Prentiss had been ordered to move
{rom Ironton to Cape Girardeaun,and the forees at Cairo
were to be ready to drop dowan the river to Belmont
and march westward from that point. When Gen.
Prentiss reachied Jackson, he found orders from Grant
to halt his troops there, but disregarding them he
pushed on to Cape Girardeau, where he was met by
Grant, who ordered him to return his men to Jackson
atonce. Prentiss believed himself the ranking officer,
and feeling much aggrieved ut being placed under one
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whom he considered his junior, he left his command
when he had counter-marched them to Jackson, and
went to St. Louis. This put an end to the expedition
against Thompson.

After the eampaign at Fredericktown the regiment
from Danklin County returned to New Madrid, and at
the end of six months was musteved out. Meanwhile
Gen. Grant, who was stationed at Cairo, had by
November 1, 1861, an army of 20,000 Union soldiers
fairly well drilled but entirely unexperienced in war.

Gen. Grant divided his men, dispatching Col.
Oglesby from Bird’s Poiut with a force of nearly 3,000
men in purseit of an equally large number of Confed-
erates, who were reported to be on St. Francois River
about fifty miles to the west. On November 5, Grant
received a telegram from St. Louis informing him
that the enemny were reinforcing Price from Columbia
by way of White River, and directing him if possible
to prevent it. Now Col. W. H. L. Wallace wus sunt
to overtake and reinforece Oglesby, and to change the
direetion of the expedition to New Madrid, Gen. C.
F. Smith was ordered to make a demonstration on
Columbus from Paduenh. Gen. Grant with his
remaining 3,000 men dropped down the river on-
steamers convoyed by two gunbouts to within six mlles
of Columbus,

Learning early the next morning that the Confed-
erates were crossing troops to Belmont to reinlorce
the camp at that place, Grant pushed down the river
and an hour after daybreak was landing bis troops on
the west bank about a mile above Belmont. By §
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o’elock Lwo companies from euch regiment were
thrown forward, ns skirmishers, and soon met the
enemy. The engagement soon became general and
lasted for about four hours. Finally the Confederates
fell back and took refuge below the river bank. The
Union men wasted their time by plundering the de-
serted tents of the Confederates, thereby forfeiting
an opportunity to secure a signal viclory. During
this time the Confederates dispatched two boat loads
of reinforcements from Columbus.

Gen. Grant was powerless to control his men until
they found themselves in danger of being cut off from
retreat ; they then formed in line and started for their
boats, which they reached with but little resistance
from the enemy.

The loss in this battle was considerable on both
sides. This closed the campaign of 1861.

Iu 1862, the first important movement in Dunklin
County was that made by Col. Edd Daniels in May,
with the First Wiscousin regiment. Oun oeing de-
feated in a fight at Chalk Bilufl, Ark., with Col. W. L.
Jeffers, a Confederate officer, Daniels pushed down
through this county and captured the steamer Daniel
E. Miller, at Horunersville.

October 29, 1862, there was a skirmish at Clarkton,
between the Second Illinois Cavalry from New Madrid,
Rogers Battery from Columbus, and Col. Heury E.
Clark. The former caplured about sixty nien and
over sixty horses and then retreated.

In August, 1863, Col. R. G. Woodson made a raid
from Pilot Kuob to Pocuhontas, Ark., and captured
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Gen. Jeff. Thompson and his entire staff, all of whom
were sent to Gratiot Prison, St. Louis.

From this time until the close of the war, there
were no regular organized troops from Dunklin
County except those allied with Col. Solomon G.
Kitchens, who reeruited a regiment in the spring of
1862, in Stoddard County. Jesse Ellison was made
Licutenant-Colonel, and Capt. Walker of this county,
Major, also Dr. Linamood was Captain of a Com-
pany from Hornersville. These all joined Gen.
Price in his operations against Steel in Southern
Arkansas, and remained with him until surrendered at
Jacksonport, Ark., on June 5, 1865.

Several merciless guerrilla bands operated in the
southern part of Missouri led by such men ns Pope
Conyers, Timothy Reeves, Hilderbrandt and the
Bowlins.

CHAPTER V.

EARLY SETTLEMENT.

In 1829 Howard Moore located and Duilt a small
house near Malden, and wus-the first white resident of
Dunklin County. Mr. Moore afterward bought the
old Chilletacaux hut and improvemeuts near Kennett.
In 1830, Michuel Braunm, Jacob Taylor, and Abija
Rice, natives of North Carolina, who had formerly
settled at Bloomfield, came to Dunklin County. The
friendly Indian Chief Chilletacnux preceded them and
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cut out or enlarged the ¢ Indian trail’’ or ¢ bridle
path *’ to allow their two-wheeled ox carts and ¢ pack-
horses ”” to pass through the rushes, grass and cane
which obstructed the way. Taylor stopped on the
slough that perpetuates his name; Braunm located on
Braunm’s Point near Hornersville, and Rice located
two miles northwest of that town, near where hjs son
Pascal Rice now resides.

In 1831 Moses Norman located on West Prairie.
In February, 1832, Thomas Neel, sen., and his wife’s
father, Ray, emigrated to this county.

Mr. Ray was killed by being thrown from his cart
before reaching his destinalion, and was the first per-
son buried at the ¢« Old Horner” burying ground,
and is elaimed to be the first white person buaried in
the county.

About the same time another emigrant, James
Crow, was killed by a runaway hLorse, and was the
gecond man buried in the county.

James Baker and Wiley Clarkston came in 1833,
and (passing three houses, the oanly ones between
Moore’s and Horse Island on the Big Road) located
on Horse Island. Baker bought the claim of Jim
Finley, the first, and at that time, the only white
family on the island, while Clarkston entered land.
In the same year Russle and William H. Horner
gettled at Hornersville.

Among those who located here within the next few
years were: D’leasant Cockrum and Horris in the
vicinity of Cockrum PPost-office, Jack Cude at Cotton
Plant, Thomas Varner on Varner River, and George
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Sheppard near Kennett; Henry Meyers and N. W.
Seilz on West Prairie, Hugh Shipley, four miles
north of IKennett, and Evan Evans south of that
place, in front of the s eight big cottonwood
trees.”  McCullough and Lafayette Sexton were
also among the early settlers in this vicinity,
und  Adam Burnhart, who settled the old Baker
Place ; Hugh Shipley, the Suiters, Shultz and Jack-
sons were neighbors. Frank Lee was one of the
pioneers and located three miles north of Hornersville.
Dr. Given Owens located on Rush Creck in 1841,
A. D. Bridges came to the county with his parents in
1844, and soon settled on Bridges Creek near ¢ Four
Mile.””  Abhout the smwe time Jordan Lacy, Johu
Holtzhouser, Jumes Faughn, Tuecker and William
Gear Jocated in the vicinity of Malden und Campbell.
Besides these, there were, in 1847, located as indicuated,
the following: M. Gibany, who kept # small grocery
store uear the present site of Malden; Dr. Allen and
T. Hatley, in the same vicinity ; John Guunells, Jesse
Long, Mrs. Floyd, Montgomery, John MeMasters
and Dick Skaggs, near Clarkton.

At the heud of West Prairie was Ephriham Thorn-
berry and Jumes Harris. On Haleomb Island was
the Barnes farm, a small farm where the John P.
Taylor place now is, and Louis Haleomb near the
‘ Lone Pine,”” and farther south the Miller and Bill
Chapman places, John Shields, — Holloway, Dr.
Bozark, John Lowery, II. D. Flowers, Field,
Hiram Langdon and John Scott, and Price in ihe
vicinity of Keanett. Billy Johuson on Johuson’s Island
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and Monroe on Rugland Slongh. Near the present
siteof Caruth, A. Thompson, Mrs. Welch, C. Bancroft,
H. Spencer, Mr. Whitney, Joe Pelts and Robt. L.
Glasscock were loeated. Near Cotion Plant, Mr.
O’Dannell, Riley Clarkston and J. McGrue, Joe Laden,

LOXE PINE.

Daniel Harkey bad opened land. North of Horners-
ville was Mr. Oxford, James P. Neel, J. McDaniel, J.
Lueux, John B. Walker, and James Williamson ; and
one-half mile south of that place, the Old Culp place.

In 1850, Dr. Jacoh Snider settled on his place west
nf Malden on the foot-hills, and found, for neighbors,
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Charles Vincent, William Cross, and the ¢ Widow
Scaggs,” and next, the Millers, at the foot of the hill
at Dexter,

In the same year, A. T. Dougluss located in Clay
Township. Among their neighbors were E. J. Lang-
don, Edward Spencer, Louis Chandler, Isair Jones,
Johu Marsh, Jumes Bradley, John Doughtery, Dick
Cool, William Herman, Absolom Fairis, the Mifftins,
A. B. Williams and David Finley. Within the next
decade came the heads of some of the most prominent
families, who — or their descendants — are still with
us, such as: John P. Taylor, Judge Hodges, Henry
James, Judge J. M. Waltrip, Daniel Harkey, Jumes
P. Neel, Beunett Marshall, Asa B, Douglass, Enoch
Shelton, Humphrey Donalson, A. C. Auston, William
M. Saturfield, Moses Farrar, Judge E, Aker, C. N.
Lasley, David Rice, James Oxley, James A, Smyth,
Heury A. Applegate, William H. Shelton, Robert W.
Stokes, John Wright, T. ¥. Ham, Isam A. Waltrip,
Garrol M. White, Elgin C. White.

In the sixties came Jonas P. Stewart, Maj. W. C.
Rayburn, Benjamin R. Hopkins, Thomas . Davis,
Capt. William G. Bragg, Martin V. Baird, William N.
Guns, Dr. V. H. Harrison, Judge James H. Owens,
Thomas B. Reeves, Dr. I*. M. Wilkius, T. C. Stolkes,
Daniel R. Cox, Rev. T. J. Davis.

These early settlers have become the fathers of
many of our present lending citizens, and yet many
of Dunklin County’s most prominent ecitizens have
located here since 1870 ; these will mostly be found in
the Biogruphicul Sketches.
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THE PIONEER PHYSICIANS OF TilE COUNTY.

None of the early seitlers had morve difficulties
to encounter than these worthy men. Their names.
are: Dr. Joe Riece and Dr. Allen, near Malden, and
Dr. Jacob Snider, six miles west of Mulden, where he
now resides ; Dr. James Rice, ulso Dr. Given Owen, of
“Four Mile;”” Dr. Floyd and Dr. Secaggs, neuar
Clarkton; Dr. Varner, on the river that is known hy
his name; Dr. Ficher, Dr. Bozark and Dr. William
Grinstead, at Kennett; Dr. Crawford Jones, near
Caruth, and Dr. W. H. Horner, at Hornersville,

There were also Dr. Page and Dr. Andrew Sloan,
and Dr. F. M. Wilkins and Dr. Van H. Harrison, who
located in Lhis county in 1859 and 1862 respectfully.

There are, certainly, quite a number of prominent
physicians who have resided and practiced in this
county for twenty or tweunty-five years, yet could not
be considered pioneers.

GENERAL GROWTIL.

Dunklin County hns pussed through all the varied
stages and experiences of the ordinary new country.
Beeause of its being diflicult of access it was not
settled as rapidly as some of the other counties of
Missouri. Then its great forests, — wild honey, wild
fruit, wild animals, and peculiar geographical situation,
made it a favorite hiding-place for criminals and des-
peradoes. The stranger, associating these with the
common citizen, formed a prejudice against the county
which we have yet to entirely overcome.
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It is a greal mistake to think that the Dunklin
County citizen is not law-abiding, intelligent, indus-
trious, progressive, and in every way up with the best
people of Southeast Missouri.

True, the time was when our citizens ¢ pounded *’
their bread in the top of a stnmp, liollowed out for
the purpose, with the aid of a maul on a ¢ sweep
operated in a ¢ windlass?”’ something like the old
faghioned ¢ well-sweep ”” — and when their meat was
venison steak, bear bacon, or some other wild meat,
and their sassafras and spice wood, tea and coffee, was
sweetened with wild honey.

In those days the pioneers ate corn bread three
times each day for six days, and on the seventh had
® change in the form of hiscuits for breakfast, made
of wheat flonr that had been hauled ull the way from
Cape Girardeau, over that most terrible pole road,—
*¢ The Devil’s Washboard.”

But soon the little steel handmill for grinding corn
repliced the Indian apparatus mentioned above, and
one step was made on the line of progress,

In 1844, the nearest horse-power mill was situaied
ibout where Bernie now stands. To ¢ go to mill *’
was a two day’s job, and the citizen who had no hand-
mifl, and bad too large a family for which to pound
his bread, went ¢ to mill ”’ about onee each month,
taking corn for his near neighbors, who, as he com-
placently stated, only lived from three to ten miles
distant, and had left their corn at his house the even-
ing before he expected to start to the grist mill.
The citizens from the sonth part of the county could
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not make the trip even in two days with their ox
teams and usually made Chilletacaux hut their lodg-
ing place. The Indian chief would spread his buffalo
robes for them to sleep upon, and if it were cold
keep fires in his stick-dirt fireplace all night for their
eomfort, and with 2 wovd and 2 motion of his hand
send his multitude of cats out through the openings
between the fogs of his hut like so many spiders into
their holes.

John Gunnells owned and operated the first horse-
power mill in the north part of this county; it stood
near the present site of the J. P. Stewart mill.

In the latter part of 1849 Iligginbotham erected a
steam mill near the same place aid operated it for
several years. One of the oldest mills in the county
wus the ** West Prairie Mill"” which stood on the
corner of the old Marshall ’luce, two miles south of
Clarkton. Another of the first mills of the county
was erected by a Mr. Wadkins, but was soon after-
ward bought by Bridges & Taylor, and operated by
them near Old Four Mile.

The first mill in the southern part of the county,
to grind for the public, was operated by Howard
Moore near Keunnett. The public, us was eustomary
in such instances, putting in its tewms to help do the
work and, in addition, paying the ordinary toll. In
those days each citizen, while his corn was being
ground, cut wood for the steam mills, besides paying
toll out of his cora.

Jack Cude put up the first mill at Cotton Plant
about 1847. A Mr. Clark owued also a grist mill
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which E. J. Langdon bought in the enrly part of the
"80s, and successfully operated for years. These
mills were crude wffuirs, being either small horse-
power or steam mills of no great foree, and were all
corn or grist mills. To get their wheat ground into
flour the pioneers were compelled to go to Bloomfield,
Mo., or Cupe Girardean, or else had it ground in the
corn mill and then ** bolted ** it by band.

During the very carliest days the pioneer women
picked the seeds from their cotton, — which they used
for making cloth, — by hand. But about 1850 a
small cotton gin was. established in the southern end
of the county to ¢ gin spinning cotton for the ladies.”
I, J. Langdon soon bought this and ecarried on the
tirst extensive cotton business in the county.

The first mevchants of Dunklin County could not be
said to have extensive cstablishments, on the contrary,
most of them keptsmall concerus covered and hoarded
up on the sides with clapboards made by hand from

native trees. One of these, called n ¢¢ grocery,’’ stood
on the site of Malder’s present public school building.
An old citizen says that, after excepting the harrel of
liquor, the entire stock kept in 1844 could have been
tied in an ordinary tablecloth. The proprictor of this
*“ grocery ” was Mr. M. Gibany.

Martin Hodge kept a somewhat more snbstantial
grocery store at Old Four Mile in the same year.
Abb Wheeler was one of the first merchants at OId
Cotton Hill. One of the first stores in the county
was owned by Elbert C. Spiller, at Kennett. John
Timberman and John Muse were the pionecr mer-
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chants at Clarkton, as also wns John H. Stokes, who
established a store at the sume pluce in 1856, E. J.
Langdon and Isiar Jones ran a cooper shop and sup-
plied their neighbors with puils, tubs, ete., aund
4 blacksmithy near Cotton Plant in the latter part of
the ’40s. Mr. Laogdon ulso established the first
general store in that vieinity, which he continued to
run for muany yeurs.

William Saturfield was proprietor of a general store
at Horneraville as early as 1857. For several years
Jack Miller hauled goods from Cape Girardeaun in an
ox wagon for many of these first stores. Another
way of bringing goods into the county was on small
boats that ran from Memphis, Tenn., up Little River
to Hornersville. The pioneer farmers of Duuklin
County cultivated a smal' corn crop in summer and
hunted or trapped for fur and game during the winter.
Later on they raised some wheat, ulso cattle and hogs,
but gave very little attention to fruit or garden vege-
tubles. Not until after the Civil War did they culti-
vate any cotton except a few rows for spinning cotton.

Now all this is changed, for although checked by
the Civil War, as was all the rest of our country,
Dunklin County has elimbed far up the ludder of prog-
ress. Her cotton gins, saw mills, grist mills and like
enterprises, blow their whistles on every hand, while
they turn out the best product of their kind.

A good flouring miil is now making and sending out
four good quulities of flour .from Campbell. The
Laswell Milling Company owns and operates a very
lurge saw mill and lumber yard at that place, Malden
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has a large stave factory which handles and ships out
of the county an immense amount of timber, and is
un enterprise any county wight be proud to possess.

Kennett has cotton gins, corn-sheller, cotton seed
hullers and other like machinery, and prepares a large
portion of the products of the counly for market.
Kennett also has a cold storage wurehouse, and much
fish and game are shipped from this place. No finer
tish or frogs exist than those in the waters of Dunklin
County. They ave not used for eurrency, us has been
sueeringly stated, but they bring to our county about
$30,000 aunuully, besides affording us two fine home
dishes that satisfies the palate of the Dunkliinite in the
same manner as it does the St. Louisan.

There has been much gossip about we using furs
for currency. Now this was the case bul to a very
limited exteut forty or fitty years ago. There wus
found wmong Hon. James P. Walker's papers three
years ago a note which proves that to scme extent this
was done. It read:—

18—. November 15th, after date T promise to pay
to Jas. P. Walker twenty-one he minkskins for value
received. (Signed)

Many stories have heen told about the pioneers
taking large fur hides to their merchants, buying a
few goods and receiving a small hide for change.
This no doubt was true in some instances, but it has
been greatly exaggerated. The fact is the fur buyers
from Cape Girardean and other places, as well as E.
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J. Lnngdon and other home merchants, paid the old
hunters thousands of dollars in gold and silver each
season for their furs. Many of the old citizens say
the fur traffic during those pioncer duys amounted
from $75,000 to $100,000 annually.

There is yet some fur in our county, but this traffic
has, of course, greatly diminished in recent years.
Our farmers now deal in eattle, hogs, horses, mules,
cotton, eorn, watermelons, wheat and other produce.
George W. Muarshall raises and ships more cattle and
hogs than any other farmer in the county. Ben. F.
Hicks is also an extensive stoek dealer, and T. J.
Douglass buys and ships extensively.

There are, besides those imentioned above, a nuwmber
of prominent and extensive stock ruisers and dealers in
this county who dehorn and prepare their stock in the
latest approved manner for market; feeding corn
from steam crushers, and turning that grain into fat
beef and pork. Yet it is a fact, that our people con-
tinue to bey mueh of their meats from St. Louis.
Yet our farmers are progressing and each year raising
more of the necessaries of life, buying less on eredit
and saving more provisions and money for ¢ next
summer.””  Our merchants have kept pace with the
rest of America’s business men, und now show a
large amount of the latest merchandise displayed in
commodious, and even elegant frame or brick
buildings.

Small frame buildings, irregularsidewallks and other
marks of newness ave disappearing from the main
streets of our larger towns, and cement or other good

4
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walks are being laid in their place, with brick and
large frame houses as backgrounds. The residences
of our towns and country are yearly putting on a
look of more permanence, beauty and luxury. We
have o number of publie buildings which would be an
honor to any county of a like age. The Courthouse,
situated on the public square in the town of Kennett,
the county seat, was crected in 1892, at a cost of
$15,000. The official rooms on the first floov are eon-
venient and fitted up with the best modern furniture.
The court and jury rooms on the second foor are
amply commodious and neatly furnished.

The jail is a frame building furnished with Pauley
Bros. cells and was erected in 1832 at a cost of $9,000.
There are in the county forty-five church buildings.
There are fifty-four school buildings worth between
forty and fifty thousand dollars. We have places for
sixty-seven teachers at an average gulary of $43 per
month.

Our home teachers hold nine first-grade certificates,
thirty-six second, and eighteen third grades, given by
the Dunklin County Teachers Institute, which meets
aonually. The last term 3was held in Kennett in June
of 1895. There are also five Normal diplomas and
four ceriificates from the Cape Girardean State Normal
School.

Prof. T. J. Buaird, county school commissicner, and
conductor of the Teachers Institute for two years
past, and Prof. R. S. Douglass, who was assistant in
the County Institute, nre considered at the head of the
educational faculty in the county. These gentlemen
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graduated with high honors from the Cape Girardeau
State School and are both ualives of Dunklin County.

Most of our other teachers ave either nutives or have
resided at least several years in the connty, and as a
body would be an honor to any county in our State.

We luck in our towns the benefits derived from large
colleges, but, us a whole, to take our county all over,
we have as good — muny informed persons say bet-
ter — publie school huildings than any county in South-
east Missouri. Neurly all are neatly painted, finished
inside with hard oil and fitted up with modern furni-
ture. The terms of school run from four to ten
months; six months heing about the average.

When we consider that fifteen veurs ago there was
scareely a respeetable school building in the county,
and but few organized districts, one may readily see
that we have made a grand stride along the line of
progress.

As to morals no county has improved more rapidly
than Dunklin during the last decade. The pastors of
the various church organizatious, veported from all
over the county u greater number of additions during
the past year than ever before in a like period.

The Duaklin Coanty Fair Association has fairly
well equipped grounds at Kennett, and every year
becomes better and more interesting, Every kind of
stuek, machinery, farm producls, ladies’ fancy work,
and all other things displayed are noticeably better
each season.

Dunklin County’s banks are operated aceording to
the most approved business prineiples. The Bank of
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I{ennett, at I{ennett, has a ecapital stock of $25,000,
with a deposit on Junuary 1, 1895, of $71,192.81.
The Dunklin County Bank, at Malden, has a capital
stock of $15,000, with a deposit January 1, 1895,
of $31,000.

Dunklin County’s newspuapers have passed through
all the ins and outs, ups and downs, incidental to the
county paper. lts cureer commeneed with the
“Dunklin County Herald,” established in 1870 at
Kennpett; at about the same time the ¢ Missouri
Democracy *” was removed from Cape Giravdeaun to
Clarkton, and in Jannary, 1871, the two were consoli-
dated and published at Kennett.

In 1872 Albert & Baldwin established the ¢Adver-
tiser ”” at Clavkton. In a short time it was purchased
by Charles E. Stokes, who, in Seplember, 1874, e¢n-
larged it, changed the name to the ¢¢ Enterprise,”” and
in 1876 it was removed to Kennett, and about the
close of the year suspended.

In October, 1877, the ** Dunklin County Advocate *’
was established at Clarkton, by W. R. MeDaniel, but
very soon after the office was tuken to Kenuett, and
for a time it was published by J. W. Baldwin. In
1879 it was removed to Malden, by Charles E. Stokes,
and its publication eontinued under the name of the
¢« Malden Ciipper.”” It was pnblished by suecessive
owners until the spring of 1886, when it was returned
to Kennett, and after about a year suspended. If was
superseded in Malden by the ¢ Dunklin County
News,’’ published by John P, Allen, and edited by R.
G. Sandridge.
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This paper has been subject to some changes and
published by successive owners.

At present the ¢ Dunklin County News,”” Malden,
Missouri, is ¢ Issued under full pressure and with
great good will, weekly, by the Edwards Printing
Company, Cusper M. Edwards, editor and managet,”’
and is a ¢ paper for the people,’? Progress versus
Poverty;’” ¢ .under no man’s thumb, anchored to no
clique, bound to muke things hum every time we
speak.”  Mr. Edwards is an amiable and able gentle-
man, and believes in keeping in close touch with his
people, not behind, neither far ahead, as —

“ The man is thought a knave or fool,
Or bigot plotting crime,

Who for the advancement of his face,
Is wiser than his time,"’

The ¢ News™ is Democratic in politics, wud its
columns are abways wholesome and newsy. April 19,
1888, the *“Clipper” was revived by Robert H.
Jones, who had also been associated with it for several
years during its life at Malden. It was published at
Kennett us the <« Kennett Clipper,”” by R. H. and L.
Jones, until April, 1893, when it was bought by its
Present owners, and its name changed to the ¢ Dunklin
Democrat,” Kennett, Dunklin County, Mo., published
weekly by the Dunklin County Publishing Co., E. P.
Caruihers, editor,

Mr. Caruthers shows marked ability and great
energy and — ¢ Publishes for all of the people in the
hest county in the best State on earth.”” Undoubtedly
the best county paper in Southeast Missouri.
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His paper is always newsy and sure to be up with
the times. The people of the entire county are
justly proud of the ¢ Dunklin Demoerat.”

The" population of Dunklin County in 1850 was
1,220: in 1860 there was 5,026; in 1870 the census
showed 5,982; 1880 showed 9,604; 1890 grew to
15,085; and this presenl year, 1895, it is estimated
to be fully 20,000. The growth of this couniy in the
past fifteen years has certainly been phenomenal, but
not so great ns may be reasonably expected within
a like number of vears in the future. Its increase in
population has been based on the great natural re-
sources of which the eounly abounds. The fact that
this is a desirable place for young or enlerprising
citizens to start up and wmake homes of their own is
yearly, nay weekly, bringing us permanent citizens.

The people of this county have not always enjoyed
the large number of splendid public reads, and the
means of ingress and egress afforded by our present
railroad system. Until within the past ten years the
road leading west from Cotton Plant, crossing Buifalo
creck at the Dave Woods place, and leading southwest
to the St. Francois River, wus scurcely more than a
bridle path. If the traveler desired to go west to
Gainsville, Arlk., or other points, e crossed the river
at Bowlen’s Ferry, by allowing himselt and saddle — if
he was on horscback —tobe ¢ paddled’” across the
river in a canoe, while he held his horse’s bridle and
let him swim behind. Now the railroad leading west
from Cardwell in the south end of this county to
Paragould, Ark., takes the place of these erude accom-
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modations. The public roads — several in number —
leading to this vicinity ave well protected by levees and
bridged wherever necessary. The public road leading
from the extreme sonth line of the county by Horners-
ville, Cotton Plant, and so on north to Kennatt,
Clavkton, Malden, and to Dexter, branches every few
miles to every little post-village in the county and
i8 always well kept and never becomes impassable;
one may pass over the county with a one-horse bugg
at any time of the year. At Kennett the public road
1s intercepted by the Kennett and Caruthersville Rail-
road, which affords quick transportation east to
Curuthersville on the Mississippi River.

The 8t. Louis, Kennett & Southern Railroand eon-
nects Kennett and Camplell, and connects with the
St. Louis Southwestern Railway, at the last mentioned
town, bringing Dunklin County in close touch with
the outside world.

The 8t. Lonis, Southwestern Ry. Cotton Belt
Route, passes through Malden, and connects that town
with Campbell and all Western points, and brings both
of these towns within a few lLours’ ride of Caivo, Ill.
The Delta Branch, which runs into Malden from
the Nortl, males accessible St. Louis aind the Nortih.
The five railroads in this county are fairly well eqnipped
considering the short time they have been in operation,

It will be noticed that the above railroad system
shows Dunklin Connty to be in easy access to Missouri
and the remainder of the United States of America.
Shipping facilities are good, and the officials of the
several railroads are courteous and accommodating,
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CHAPTER VI.

CHURCHES, ETC.

In 1846, the first church house ever erected in
Dunklin County was built by the small neighborhood
around 1t and stood about one mile south of the
present site of the town of Malden. The building was
composed of hewed gum logs. Thomas Warren, a
Freewill Baptist minister, organized a church of that
sect, which occupied this house. The organization
lived and flourished until the winter of 1849-50, when
an epidemic of what was known as black tongue broke
out among the inhabitants, and nemly depopulated
the sparsely settled neighborhood. December 29,
1849, Mrs. Jordan Lacy and seven other persous were
buried at the old burying ground south of Malden.
This churceh organization wus soon lost sight of, und so
far as can be ascertained there has never been another
Freewill Baptist organization in the county up to the
present time,

Rev. Miller next organized a General Baptist Chureh
which worshiped in this house. He preached here
about one year and then died at his home in Guins-
ville, Ark. Soon after this o missionary Bapiist
minister effected an organization whose members wor-
shiped in this house.

The Beeehwell General Baptist Church and the Ouk
Grove Missionary Baptist Church are properly out-
growths of these early organizations. 'Bhe second
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church house built in the county was the Old Liberty
neat Caruth, which was erected about 1853. The
members of the M. E. C. 8. worshiped in this house.
They now have a good frame building on the site of
the old log church.

In 1853 or 1854 » large log church with a Masonic
ladge above was built in the town of Clarkton. Al-
though other denominations worshiped here, this
house was looked upon as belonging to the Cumber-
land Preshyterians; it stood on the site of the pres-
ent Cuinberland Presbyterian Church in Clarkton.

Perbkaps the next church building erected in the
county was the old Harkey's Chapel. At first this
was a small log building used for scbool, echureh and
other public meetings (as were also all the other
church houses in the counly up to twenty years ago),
and it stood on the Daniel Harkey Place, now the
William Ray Old Place, near Nesbit. The principal
organization which worshiped in this house was that
of the M. E. C. 8. Later this church built a house on
the corner of the William Herman farm. A few
years ago they built the new Harkey Chapel at Nesbit.
Before any of these houses were built the peopie wor-
shiped under-bush arbors or clapboard shanties. One
of these shanties stood near the Scaggs Place north of
Clarkton. The preacher’s stand was * two blackjack
poles driven in the dirt floor, with a cypress board
pinned to their tops.”” 1In this sume place of wor-
ship the lights were, in obc instance, when tallow
candles grew scarce, made in egg shells.

Here is.% gnod deseription of the method of making
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these lights: <+ A small hole was made in the little end
of an egg and the shell empticd of its contents, it was
then filled with bear’s oil or coon grease, a twisted
cotton wick put in it and the shell set in a saucer of
salt.”” One of the pioneer ladies says the egg-shell
lamps gave a very good light and that they were
plentiful.

One of the pioneer preachers who often stood he-
hind the board-stands, and read his text by the light
of the egg-shell lamps, had his attive made from
homespun cloth. In color his trousers were usually
of copperas and black, his shirt of copperas and white,
with suspenders of the same; in summer he wore no
coat und his tall ‘¢ beegum ’* hat was the only piece of
clerical looking apparel which he possessed.

He was, however, a good, conscientious man, who
did all in his power to bring his congregations to
understand their spiritual needs and duty to their
Creator, and although the gentlemen of his congre-
gations carried their guns with them to church, even
on the Sabbath, they listened earnestly to what he
said and were no doubt benefited. The wolves, bears,
panthers, wild cats aud other wild animals were so
numerous in those days thut it was considered best not
to go away from the house without some means of
protection, hence the gun was n coustant companion
of the pioneer. The clapboard shanty was not only
the church of the pioneer but school house of his
children, where they attended the two or three months
“ pay ’’ school each summer.

More might be said of places of worshipy, cnstoms
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of (he pioneer, ete., but oue may from the above
realize something of what those pioneer days were
like. It isonly when one looks back on those days
and then eompares them with the present that one can
realize the height to which we have climbed during the
period of fifty years which comprise the time of the
organization of Dunklin County. At present there are
about forty-five church edifices in the county, repre-
senting a value of $50.000.

Of the 20,000 inhabitants in this county fully 5,000
are members of some one of the eight different relig-
ious scets planted within its limits. Thirty-nine
Sunday-schools are carried on most of the year, and
in them religious instructions are given to 4,000 chil-
dren. The co-operative Sunday-sehool movement
has done much Lo awaken an interest jn Sunday-school
work. H. A. Applegate, president of the Dunklin
County Sunday-school Association, certainly deserves
great credit for his work along this iine, and it js
earnestly hoped that every Sunday-school in the
county will be represented at its next annual meeting,
whieh will take place at Haleomb in July of 1895,
At Halcomb, Campbell, Clarkton and Cotton Plant
are strong union Sunday-schools.

BAPTIST.

The Regular order of Baptists ave commonly spoken
of as Missionary Baptists.*
Beginning in 1796, the first Baptis{ settlement, the

* This infgrmation is prineipally taken from Baptists of Soutl -
enst Missouri, by II. F, Tong.
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tirst ministers, the_first convert, the first baptism, the
first church, the first Baptist Associalion, were estnb-
lished west of the Mississippi river; and these were
the first Christians other than Romau Catholics to set
foot on the fand of Missouri.

The second Baptist Church formed in Missouri was
Bethel, organized in 1806. The first house of worship
erected, save those built by Catholics, was built by
this church not long uafter its organization. It was
constructed mainly of large yellow poplar logs well
hewn, and was about 20x30 feet, and located about
one and one-half miles south of Juekson, Mo.

This was the first permanent organization in the
State; and from this church dircetly or indirvectly
sprang all the churches that composed the first Asso-
ciation organized west of the ¢ Great River.”

Black River Association, the fourth in Southeast
Missouri, wus organized at Greenville, Wayne County,
Missouri, November, 18385, with six churches —
Black River, Cherokee Bay, Bear Creek and Green-
ville, being four of them. The memhership consisted
of about 180 names. The ministers connected with
its organization were Elders William Mason, S. Win-
nington and Henry McElnurry, who was chosen
moderator, and Sam L. J. McKnight, elerk. This
Association was located, at the time of its organiza-
tion, in one of the largest, and, doubtless, one of the
most destitute fields of Southeast Missouri, extending
from the southeast part of Madison County southward
throngh Wayne, Stoddard, Dunklin, and westward
into Butler County,
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Of the organization and establishment of the
different churches of this Associntion, we have not the
mexnns of knowing, neither have anything but meager
accounts of its first ministers und their works been
preserved.

Elder John W. Brown of the Black River Associu-
tion lived in Dunklin Countv, in quite early times.
He was a mun of great faithfulness and deep piety.
He died August 13th, 1868.

Elder James H. Floyd, a native of Clark County,
Mo., was born in 1832, and ecame with his father’s
family, when compuaratively young, to Dunklin Couuty.
In 1854 he united with the Baptist Churel, and in
1854 began preaching. With the exception of one
year in Texas, he spent the remainder of his life in
this field. He died June 8th, 1874.

Elder L. L. Stephens was another of this min-
isterial band. He died in the ycar of 1872. Elder
Sanders Walker was also one of the early workers
among the Baplists in this county, aund baptized
many of the oldest citizens now living who belong to
that faith. Eilders M. V. Baird and M. G. Whituker
are two other ministers who should be classed among
the pioneer workers of Black River Association in the
county. The following appeared in 1870 in a number
of the TenNessue Barrist edited by J. R. Graves: —

¢ Martin V. Baird was ordained a minister of the
Gospel in the usual missionary Baptist form by Elders
David Butler, Pasley, and L. L. Stephens on the 9th
of January, 1870, in compliance with a request of
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Oual Grove Church, also at the same time and place
two deacons were ordained. Brethren M. J. Whitaker
and J. H. Jumes. ¢ Jouxy Wrigur,

¢t Chureh Clerk.”

Elder M. J. Whitaker was ordained a minister of the
Baptist Church July 12, 1874. The ministers repre-
sented in the Biack River Associaiion in 1881,were, be-
sides thetwo just above méntioned, David Lewis, J. I,
Bibb, W. H. Dial, T. B. Turnbough, R. H. Douglass, T.
Hogan, W. G. Hendersoun, L. D. Cagle, J. J. Wester,
H. D. Carlin, J. H. D. Curlin and Elder Stringer.
From this association as the country has settled up
other associutions have been orgunized, and the terri-
tory of Biack River Association diminished untii it is
now confined to the limits of Dunklin County.

This Association held its Sixtieth Anpual Meeting
with the First Baptist Church at Haleomb, September
13, 1895, with M. V. Baird, moderator, and S. F.
Hule, clerlk. Delegates were present representing the
following chorches: Bible Grove, Caruth, Campbell,
Friendship, ITaleomb, Holly Grove, Kennett, Malden,
New Hope, Octa, Oulk Grove, Prairie Grove, Salem;,
Shady Grove, Varner River and Zion.

This assceiation owns ten church houses valued at
about $8,000. In membership they are about 900
strong. There ave teu Sabbath Schools in the county
under the care of the Baptists; besides, they take part
in several of the Union schools.

The ministers who reside in the county and belong
to this association, nearly all of whom bave the care of
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Barrist Cuurcn, CaMyrBrLL.
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one or more churches, are M. V. Baird, M. J. Whit-
aker, B. C. Bohanun, J. M. Blaylock, L. T. Eagle,
W. H. Dial, R. H. Douglass and R. H. Mount. Of
these ministers Rev. M. V. Baird is the oldest in the
ministry, and is fooked upon as the best informed and
widest rend man of this denomination in the county.
He is also a favorite with the ministers and people.
Judge R. P. Owens was for many years clerk of Black
River Association. Many other faithful and devoted
ministers have served in this ministerial bund, whose
names for want of space must be omilted.

METHODIST.

The first Methodist Sociely west of the Mississippi
was organized uabout three miles west of Jackeon,
some time between 1806 and 1509. Among tlie mein-
hers were Willinin Williams and wife, John Randal
and wife, Thomas Blair, Simon and Isaiah Poe, Char-
nal Glasscock and the Seeleys. Snon after a house of
worship was built of large hewed poplar logs from
two to two and one-half feet thick. This belonged
io the Western Conference, whieh included all of the
territory west of the Alleghany Mounfains. Several
eirenits were established in the bounds of this Confer-
ence, the first bein the Missouri and the Meramee.
Ahout 1808, Z. Maddox, a local preacher, partly organ-
ized the Cape Girnrdeau Cireuit. In 1810 New Madvid
Cirenit was organized by Rev. Jesse Walker.

In May, 1816, the Missonri Conference was organ-
ized, Dbut not uutil 1820 wus the Cape Girardeau
District formed.
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As enrly as 1830 Uriel Haw wus presiding elder
of this district and Christian Eaker pastor of West
Praivie, Missouri. Waest Prairie, Missoari, extended
into Danklin County, but it is not probable that any
Dreaching was done within its timits for many years
after this date. TIn faet, it is certain that but little
preaching was done in the county until after the divis-
ion of the Northern and Southern churches in 1844—
45, when the Southern Conference was declared to
be a distinet charch under the name of ¢ The Metho-
dist Episcopal Chureh South.” The Missouri Con-
ference met in Columbia, Mo., on September 24,
1845; Bishop Soule presided, and made an elaborate
address in favor of the Southern Church. A vote was
finally taken npon the question of a union with the
Methodist Episeopal Chureh South and with a few
exceptions the members were found in favor of uniting
with the new church. Cape Girardeau District, which
belonged to the Missouri Conference, took in this
county.

In 1847, the St. Lonis Conference wus organized and
a new district called Greenville District was formed
from the western part of Cape Girardeau District.
This county was still, however, left within the limits
of Cape Girardeau District,

In 1852, J. M. Kelley was presiding elder of this
district and Guand Prairie was ¢ to be supplied.”’
Jonas Davidson is said 10 have organized the first
Methodist elass iu the county about this year, ai the
old Gravel Hill church site. Tn 1853, J. . Headlee
was presiding elder and T. 1. Smith pastor of Grand

5
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Prairie Circuit. It seems that Rev. Headlee was the
first presiding elder who visited the county in that
capacity.

In 1854, J. C. Berryman was presiding eider and
Grand Prairie was again left ¢ to be supplied.”

Rev. Jonas Davidson appears to have been the
“supply ™ in many instances in those early days when
preachers were scarce, and not too willing to go into
barren localities. Among the first preachers who
“ rode’’ the Grand Prairie Circuit were Ed. H. White,
Pickney L. Turner and 8. C. Stratton. Fhere were also
a few local preachers. During the war, preaching
was nearly suspended and Jumes Copeland was the
first cirenit preacher after the hostilities ceased in
1865~ In 1873, Poplar Bluff District was formed,
and since that time the growth of the M. E. C. 8. in
this county has been steady and marked.

The names of the charges in this county, are Grand
Praivie Circuit, Clarkton Circuit, Xennett Cireuit,
Kennett and Malden Stations.

This church has twelve church houses and one-fourth
share in a union church in the county, and two par-
sonages — one in Kennett and one in Nesbit. Their
property is worth approximutely $13,000. The num-
ber of members is 1,600,

Perhaps none of the cirenit preachers of early days
were so great favorites among the muasses of the
people in this county as was Rev. Cox, commonly
called ¢ Uncle Jake.”” Rev. J. H. Headlee was also
a great favorite, and worked in this county when the
cireuits were 200 miles long, and when the circuit
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¢ rider’s *’ resting-place was usually in the saddle on
horseback. The following is extracted from = letter
recently received from him:—

“I went to Dunklin County as civeuit preacher in
the fall of 1842, My circuit embraced most all of
Stoddard and Dunklin Counties; extending from g
little north of where Allenville now is to Grand
Prairie. There were twenty-one appointments to be
filled in three weeks, and over two hundred miles to
travel on horseback to reach them. The population
was so scarce that a great deal of travel was necessary
to find many people.

By far the greater portion of your county was in
a primitive condition, Clarkton and Kennett were not
yet built and all the country between, where they now
stand, was a wilderness., Dunklin County was included
in the Old Cape Girardeau District, Nelson Henvy
was appointed to the district in the fall of 1871, and
-continued there four years, I think he was followed
by J. K. Lucy, and I was made Presiding Elder there.
in 1853. My recollections of thal county are that
what few people it contuined were very quiet and in-
offensive, and very kind and hospitable to the preach-
ers, and cvery one else so fur as I kuow. I well
remember the name of Jonas Duncer, a Jocul preacher,
a man of limited attainments, but strong and vigorous
mind. He subsequently went to the horder of Texas
and was killed by the Indians. Also Dr. Thomas
Bancroft, one of the grandest men I ever knew. Ha
died many years after at New Madrid,
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¢ Edwin Langdon was there thien, a young man
recently from Vermont. He was a good man and
true. I am spending the evening of my life pleasantly
here, waiting for the sun to go down.”

I should have said that Rev. Headlee is in the
Methodist Home for superannuated preachers at Cale-
donia, Missouri. The number of Sunday-schools under
the care of this church are twelve, they having nn
enroliment of 1,000 scholars, and one hundred officers
and teachers. Mention of the present pastors will be
found in the Biographical Sketches.

GENERAL BAPTIST.

In 1878 the Liberty Associntion of General Baptists
had hecome so large that it was deemed advisable to
divide it. Accordingly seventeen churches, nine of
which were in Stoddard County, five in Dunklin
Couunty, one in Butler County, and two in Clark
County, Ark., with seven orduined ministers, and
a membership of 887, were set off and organized into
New Liberty Association. The organization was
effected by forming themselves into a circle, joining
hands, typical of God’s eternal love, singing and
prayer, extending the right hand of fellowship to
each other, and electing J. F. Pulterson, moderator,
and C. B. Hyson, clerk. The ministers at that time
were, T. J. Davis, J. W. Bolin, R. M. Hatley, W.
E. Bray, W. E. Almon, L. McFarlin, D. W. Farris.

The Fiftcenth Annual Seasion of New Liberty Asso-
ciation of Geueral Baptists, met with Pleasant Grove
Chureh, in Stoddavd County, Missouri, on Thursday
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before the second Sunday in October, 1893. At 10
o’clock A. a. the introductory sermon was preached
by Elder T. J. Davis, followed by Elder J. W. Bolin.
Three new church organizations, under the names of
Beech Grove, near Kennett; Malden, in Malden, and
Poplar Grove, were at this mesting, added to the
association from Dunklin County.

The associations met with Beechwell Church, five
miles west of Malden, on Thursday before the second
Sunday in October, 1894. They have in this conuty
the following organizations: DBethany, Friendship,
Beeehwell, Mount Gilead, Lone Oak, Free Union, Pleus-
ant Valley, Malden, Campbell, Liberty, Cold Water,
Salem and Beech Grove, with a membership of about
800. They own about eight church buildings in the
county, representing an approximate value of $6,000.
This chureh takes part in several of the union Subbath
schools in the county and has ahout four in its own
churches with un carollment of 200 scholars and twenty
officers and teachers. Beechwell Chureh was the
first General Baptist Chureh in the county which lived
any considerable length of time. It was organized by
Rev. Elonzo Fowler in September, 1869, with
twenty members.  Iis membership now reaches about
275 Rev. T. J. Davis was pastor of this chureh about
twenty vears. Rev. Davis las been one of the lead-
ing lights of this church for years and still resides in
Mulden. '

Of the other old ministers we have no means of
obtaining accurate information. Rev. L. McFartlin,
recently deceased, wasone of the best loved ministers
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in the county among his own denomination, and ani-
versally respected by all who knew him. He came to
this county in 1872. Other ministers of this denom-
ination in the county are: . I1. Noble, W. I1i. Bray
and R. M. Hutley.

CUMBERLAND PRESBYTERIANS.

One of the oldest churches in the county is the
Cumberland Presbyterian Church at Clarkton. They
commenced to build their first house in 1853, and
finished it in 1855. It was constructed of hewed logs
and was two stories in height, the second story being
used for a Masonic hull, There were several glass win-
dows above and below in the house. The Inmber for
the doors, flooring and finighing was all sawed by hand
with « rip saw, and the work mostly done by Billy O.
Davidson. The seats were long benches of a better
grade than the ordinary church seat of pioneer days.
When J. H. McKnight was pastor in 1868 this charch
was 175 strong. Their present church building was
erceled in 1883 at a cost of $1,600. Rev. T. S.
Love preached for this ¢choreh during the war, and it
was here, while the congregation was ‘worshiping
on a Sunday, in the time of hostilities, that
a band of gnerrillas surrounded the house and calinly
told the worshipers that they did not wish to disturb
them but would like to change clothes with the gentle-
men. The men were called out, the doors closed on
the women and the desired change soon effected.
Oneyoung man, who seemed to be more thoughtful than
the rest, saved his boots by slyly poking them in the
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stove, in which, fortunately, there was no fire, before
leaving the room. The rest of the men were left
barefoot, their only consolation being a choice of the
very dilupidaled footwear disearded by the guerrillus.

Asg the men had little show for resistance with their
women and children with them, they mildly acquiesced
in the arrangement and after the ¢ boys’ left, laugh-
ingly sang u hymn and then went home. Many of
the old citizens yel living well remember this incident.

Maj. W. C. Rayburn was for many years prominent
among the leaders of this churell.  We regret that a
list of the original members cannot he obtained.

Canaan Church 1t (Gibson was organized in 1862, and
is another old and well-known church. E. J. Stock-
ton was its first pasior. Among its elders have heen
M. J. Benson, W. R. Weathers, John C. Agnew and
S. T. Weathers. They have 110 members, a good
Sunday-school of cighty-five scholars with five officers
and teachers. This demomination lis an organization
at Kennett which has bought a lot on which they ex-
pect to build a house of worship. Mrs. Melinda
Hogue in her will set apart certain property for the
purpose of building a Cumberland Presbyterian Church
at Halcomb. The members of this denomination at
Halcomb think they will get about $1,000 from this
source, and will build a house of worship as svon as
expedient,

Their chureh property is perhaps worth $4,000, and
have a total membership of 210. The following are
ministers who have pastorated the churches of this de-
nominatien in this county :— [ilder Robert Jones, F.
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Keller, D. A. Knox, Roberts, J. D. C. Cobl, C. M.
Eaton and W. W. Spence. Rev. Grable is at present
pastor of Cunaan Church. A wnion Sunday-school is
carried on in the Cumberland Preshyterian Church at
Clarkton.

PRESBYTERIAN CIIURCHES.

« At a rvegular fall meeting of the Presbytery of
Potosi (U. 8.), commencing its session at Irondale,
Washington County, Mo., on the 3d of Ociober, 1872,
a committee consisting of Rev. W. B. Y. Wilkie and
W. McCuarty and Elder W. A. Pouder was appointed
to visit Clurkton, Dunklin County, Mo., und should
the wuny be clear, organize a ¢hurch in connection with
said Presbytery.

s+ In accordance with this action the committee, on
the 30th of November, 1872, ufter divine service, pro-
ceeded to enroll the names of the following persons
(constituting the original wembers of an organization
to be known as the Old School Presbyterian Church of
Clarkton, Mo.), viz.: Mr. Z. B. Penney, Dr. Vi eHL
Harrison, Judge John H. Stokes, Mr. Charles Ii.
Stokes, Clement MeDaniel, Mrs. . B. Austin and
Myrs. Lueretin Stokes.  Of these, Dr. V. [I. Harrison,
Messra. Charles E. Stokes and Clement MeDaniel were
received on profession of their faith in Christ, the
others by letters of dismission from other churches.

«« At the same time Mr. Z. B. Penney and Dr. V.
H. Harrison were clected to serve as ruling Elders,
and on the 1st of December, 1872, afier sermon, were
regularly ordained to oflice, Rev. W. B. Y. Wilkie
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proposing the constitutional questions, offering the
ordsining prayer and delivering the charge to the
Elders, and W. McCurty delivering the charge to the
congregation.
“ Commiltee:
W, B Y. WiLkig,
“ WiLtiam McCapty.” *

The Old School Presbyterians have u church at
Malden and one in Kennett. The chureh al Kennett
wis organized iu June, 1887, by Rev. J. W. Rose-
borough, Synodieal Evangelist, and W. Beule, pustor,
of the churches of New Madrid and Clarkton.
Through the influence of Rev. W. Beale a house of
worship was erected during that year, which was
the second chureh house of this denomination in
the county, and the first one of any kind ereeted in
Kennett. This chureh denomination owns some of
ihe nicest church edifices in the county, being worth
about $4,500, They have three Sabbath-schools with
about 175 scholurs enrolled and about ten officers
and ieachers. The Sunday-sehool at Keanett, under
the care of this church, is said to have failed to meet
at the regular hour, 3 o’clock p. m., less than a half
dozen times since its organization in 1887. Rev.
William McCarty wus the first Presbyterian preacher
at Clarkton, and in the county. Beside those ministers
already mentioned J. E. L. Winecoff, Robert Morrisaun
and L. F. Linn, and several olhers, have from time to

# Taken from an old church book in possession of Z. B. Penney.
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time preached for the congregations of Old School
Presbyterians in this county.

5 .
LY
525’&-&2;’
§E§i;—ﬂ:
ufs oz gt
m—:ég\
"
P [

PrusBYTERIAN Cinurcl, KexxeTt — Rev. WapbLey.

The Old School Presbyterian Chureh of colored
people at Clarkton was organized with ten members
on September 29, 1880. They ave now about twenty-
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tive strong, lave a pastor most of the time and a
very good Sunday-school.

CHRISTIAN CHURCH.

The first Christian Church was organized in this
county at Malden in 1885, by Rev. John Sewell, from
wear Poplar Bluff, and Rev. Martin. The organiza-

CHRISTIAN CHURCH, KENNETT,

tion, as first effected, had twenty-two members,
Prominent among these first members was Dr. F. M.
Wilkins and wife, R. C. Vincent aud wife, and other
icading citizens of Malden. The chureh grew rapidly
until it numbered about the greatest in the town.

In June, 1889, a Christinn Church was organized at
Kennett by Elder S. M. Martin, with 168 members.
This congregation now has one of the prettiest clureh
buildimgs in the county, of which its members are
justly proud. Besides the two just mentioned above
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they have organizations at the following places:
Camphell, Halcomb, Bethel Chureh, Bark Camp, Lulu
Church, and Bible Grove. They own four houses of
worship and one-fourth in a union house, which they
value at $5,900. Their houses ure among the neatest
and best ehurches in the county, They have a mem-
bership in the county of 550, and tour Sunday-schools
with an envollment of 200 scholars, and about ten
officers and teachers.

In 1876, n Christian minister held a series of meet-
ings in Kennett, but nothing definite can be learned of
the organization. But little can be learned of the
ministers of this denomination who first visited this
county, although there have been quite a number
from time to time. Elder H. C. West of Kennett
(recently deceased) has for several years looked afler
and preached to most of the Christian churches in the
southern part of this county. Ie was not considered
4 brilliant talker, but was earnest, zealous and ubi-
versally respected. Other elders in the county are R.
H. Stanley, Malden; and M, Mureum, Wrightville.

CATHOLIC CIIURCH.

St. Patrick Catholic Church was dedicated by
Father Fuvlong, July 15, 1894. This church is situ-
ated in the town of Mualden, and is a neat litlle house
of worship worth abont $1,000. It is the only Catho-
lic Church in the county, and as the Catholies who
reside in the county do not, perhaps, exceed fifty in
number, they are pardonably proud of their first home
within its borders. Among its first members were
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Mrs. Crawshaw, Mr. and Mrs. Albert Davis, Mr. and
Mys. Thomas Casey, Mrs. Keene and Mr. and Mrs. Joo
Arnes of Kennett. Father Furlong, who resides at
New Madrid, administers to their spiritual needs on
the fourth Sabbath of each month.

CHAPTER VII.

RESQURCES.

This sectiou is unsurpassed in its agricultural
resources; all the products of the field, dairy,
orchard, garden and vineyard, may be produced
from our soil with ease. This is the banner county
of the State for cotton, and is a very large corn
producer.

The character of the soil is of such a nature that it
i3 susceptible of the highest state of cultivation and
productiveness. It yields promptly and bountifully
to every intelligent touch of labor. Iis resources
ouly nced development to make it one of the richest
counties in the Stute.

The timbers of Dunklin County are abundant, the
county being literally covered with a very fine grade
of timber where the land is not in cultivation, and
consists of sycamore, sweet, black and tupelo-gum,
cypress, white, burr, cow and black-oak, locust, red-
elm, hickory, ash, cotton-wood, maple and some
heech, walnut and poplar. There nre also mulberry
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and many other less valuable timbers in large quan-
tities.

This county sent to the World’s Columbian Exposi-
tion an ash block two feet long, five fect, eight inches
in diameter, which not only excelled any ash on ex-
hibition from any State in the Union, but also from
any other country in the world. There was also 2
walnut bloek three feet, eight inches, and a hickory
block three feet, nine inches in diameter. The only
specimens of iron wood from this State were sent
from Dunklin County. Cork wood, which is found to
be plentifal in this county and not found elsewhere in
the State, made a very valuable acquisition to the
exhibit,

The products of our fields sent were a cucumber
weighing forty-six pounds, and very line samples of
pumpkins, sweet and Irish potatoes, corn und the finest
cotton of any county in Missouri. It may be stated
here that this county produces annually more cotton
than the entire remainder of the Stute of Missouri.

Nearly all kinds of fruit, tame and wild grasses,
yonkepins, mosses, etc., went along with the exhibit,
and showed Dunklin County’s resources and products
to be equal to, and in some instances better, than any
county in a State made up of good counties.

There are about 317,242.28: acres of land in ihis
county.

From personal knowledge and from such informa-
tion as can be guined from the Map of Topographical
Survey of the Swamp Lands in Southeast Missouri,
made under the direction of N. C. Frissell, chief
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engineer, by J. R. Vun Frunk, assistant engineer, the
writer judges the following to be a very close estimale
of the lands now in cultivation in the county.

In Township 186, R.

(X

=N

[y

Total acres... ..

16, 3.
16, R.
17, R.
17, R.
17 B
18, RR.
1857 K-
19;. R
19, R.
20, R.
20, R.
2l IR
Sk s
21, R.
I
Iz
22, IR,
23, R-
23, RR.
23, R,

Acres.
Ty . oo 3,000
Bz g L. 2,000
/S . 1,000
Bavews s sisans seiinian  Du000
Bt bowe s hasenn wagmays s 4,200
Te's B o 500
Yo oma e qmeyws wus s give 1000
S RN R TR 5 .. 1,500
J1(0 T sk-evaeny 3,000
S E— .. 3,500
e re 5,180

) TETHT S PO, 1,000
MOkt o it B o = 11,140
- [ pp———— 5,130
B IEER W b e AR 400
LOPEere it . - .. 10,400

e e S e < 6,940
B s e resan stbaeae | G0
s v e e o ceve 3,940
B st i i 3w maen, (LS
Bt 200
....... .. 82,040

Of the remuining 284,602,2% acres there are probably
at least 100,000 acres that might be practieally put in
cultivation. There are approximately 100,000 acres
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within the limits of the county which are subject te
overflow in spring, aud this inclundes some of the lands
in cultivation, Thirty-five thousand acres of this
overflow lands lic west of Little River, and the
remaining 65,000 acres in the swamp of that river.

Taking the estimate of high land, which is and might
easily be put’in enltivation, at 182,640 acres, then
there is left 134,6022% acres of swamp lands in
Dunklin County, that may not be cultivated now.
Still iL is reasonably certain that the levee along the
Missigsippi River will protect Dunklin County from
the periodical overflows, and give it a much larger
tillable avea, On this swamp land the timbers are
abundant and valuable.

The value of lands in this county varies from $3.00
to $25.00 pev acre. The timbered land is worth from
$3.00 to $7.00, and the improved land from $15.00 to
$25.00 per acre, according to the amount of improve-
ments, proximity to towns, ete.

Certainly there is land in our county that cannot be
bought for $50.00 an acre, simply because its owners
do not wish to sell at any price, knowing that their
Jand is every year incressing in value, and that it pro-
duces more than plenty of lands in other places which
have been bragged up and sold for $75.00 to $100.00
per acre.

That the lands in Dunklin County may be made to
produce good crops with less labor than almost any
other place is a fuct worthy of note. Where, as in
many places, farmers are obliged to use from two
to four horses to break their land, the Daonklin
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County farmer uses only one and two horses
for the same purpose. Tt is a rare thing for one to
see a farmer piowing four horses in this county. This
is owing to the faet that the soil does not hake and
et hard, but is easily penetrated by the plow and
tarns readily.  Where the stumps are off the eultivator
muy be uged with the greatest advantage,

Our lunds produce, on an average, from thirty to
fifty bushels ol corn per acre:; from 800 to 2,000
pounds of cotton per acre. This year, 1893, the
acreage of cotlon is about a three-fifth erop, but having
better cotlion than usnal brings the crop up to about a
three-fourth erop. Wheat average twelve bushels per
acre on Lhe sand and along on Iulcomb; this wheat
averages fifty-nine pounds per measured bushel.

Wheat grown on the clay land of the ridge and on
clovered land averages twentyv-five bushels per ucre,
and o weight averages sixty-one pounds per measured
bushel. This is on the crop of 1894, in this county.

J. L. Caneer of Horse Island states that off of fif-
teen acres of clover he gathered four to seven bushels of
clover sced per acre, which brought him $4.00 to
$5.00 per bushel. Sold $50.00 worth of hay aund put
up 47,000 pounds of hay in the bale. Hesays {urther
that the pasture wuas worth $50.00 to him, he having
kept about thirteen head of horses and twenty-five of
cattle on it for six weeks. These lucts show that our
land will not only produce good corn and cotton but
good wheat and clover when properly and intelligently
cultivated,

Now that we have a.good, flourishing milly the

6
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farmers of Dunklin County should cerlainly study the
sbove statistics and give more attention to wheat and

clover.

To give here u list of our exports will show

our primcipal products perhaps better than any other

W iLy .

For 1892 our exports were as follows: —

Cattle, heads. ..
Hogs, heads. .. ..

740
1,020

Mixed stock carvs. 3
Wheat, bushels... 6,220
Corn, bushels. ... 18,560
Mixed grain cars.. 164
Flour, barrels.. .. 300
Cotton, bales . ... 15,433
Cotton seced, cars. 557
Lumber, curs. ... 0959
Staves, cars..... 614

Watermelons, cars 8

Bacon, pounds.... 2,640
Tish, pounds.... 72,000
Poultry, pounds.. 9,000
Eggs, dozens..... 10,620
Poachies, bazkets.. G0
Other shipmenis. 30

Mot e

$40.00
8.00
500.00
.80

.35
343.00
3.50
35.00
150.00
185.00
125.00
75.00

063

05
.10
.10
.40
250.00

per head $29,600

per head 8,160
percar.. 1,500
per bu.. 4,976
per bu.. 6,496
per car. 956,252
per bbl, 1,050
per bale 540,155
per ear. 58,485
per car. 177,415
per ecar. 76,750
per car. 00
per 1. . 172
per Ib. . 3,600
....... 900
per doz. 1,062
....... 24
percar.. 20,000

L 8OBT, 107

The census reports of 1830 gave us 15,085 in
population, which would make us receive on onr
exports in 1893, $65.44 per cupita.
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The water of Dunklin County is pure and healthful,
and there is no such thing as a searcity at any time of
the year, unless it might be up on the vidge where the
people use a few cisterns. But there are good springs,
from which clear branches trickle down through the
valleys during all times of the year, affording plenty
of water for people and stock. There are also 1 num-
ber of sulphur springs on the ridge, which, if opened
up and properly cared for, would no doubt be equal
in healthfulness and medical properties to many of
the so-called great springs. All over the remainder
of the county the *¢ driven well,” or Pitcher Pump with
galvanized iron pipes, is in use. One of these pumps
may be driven to the depth of twenty feet, and made
ready to sead forth a hountiful supply of pure, clear
water in two hours’ time. The water is strained through
fine gauze at the lower end, and there is no possibility
of anything impure getting into the water, as it is
pumped fresh from the interior of the earth just as
you want it, and that too, with ease ; any child six years
of age can pump the water for the family. There is
no such thing us drinking musty water full of
“ wiggle tails *” in Dunklin County.

HEALTII RATE.

Since the doing away of the dug well, caused by the
introduction into the county of the iron pump, the
health rate has increased a hundred per cent.

Maularial diseases, such as chills and fever, are far
less prevalent. Malarial fever, which usually runs
about two or three wecks, is the most serious malarial
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trouble we have. This disense is not dangerous unless
it ruus into typhoeid fever, which it does not one time
in a thousand. A prominent and popular physician
suys lhe has not seen but two cases of typhoid fever
during his residence of eight years in the county.
Many other prominent physicians say they have
never treated a single case of this disease in the
counLty. Diphtherin is also nearly unknown here.
There has perhups not been excceding threo dozen
cases of this disease within its limits, since the setitle-
ment of the county. Secarlet fever is another much
dreaded disease that is seldom seen here. When you
realize that our children are free from diphtheria and
scarlet fever yon can veadily undersiand how it is
that the dealh rate is lower, instead of higher, us
many uninformed people imagine, than it is in many
so-called healthy localities.

It has been estimated that one death out of every
seven in the United Slates of Ameriea is caused by
consumpiion, and as yet it has laid its terrible grasp
on very few cilizens of this county. It muy be con-
fidently stated that two-thirds of the deaths eaused by
this disease oceur among the late emigration and not
among the early settlers, showing decisively that the
disease is not countracted here, but brought from other
loeatities.

Indeed, it is a2 matter of remark that diseases of the
throat and lungs are so seldom seen and so mild as
compared to other loealitics. A person with an ordi-
dinavily good constitution may have pneumonia or
¢ winter fever’’ for two or three consecutive winters
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and yet be a fairly strong person, living for years
afterward.

As to epidemics of various other diseases they do
not occur here as often as in many loealities which
are terwed healthy. I believe these facts will be sub-
stantialed by any well informed physician in the
county.

It is not the purpose of this writer to preiend that
this locality is exempt from il diseases, for it is not,
hut to show that, while we have malaria here, we are
exempt, or nearly so, from many dread diseases that
are prevalent in other localities. The walurial season
in Dunklin County is from the middle of July to the
middle of QOctober; this is presumably caused by the
decaying of ihe rauk vegetation grown in the spring
and early smnnier. During dry seasons malavial dis-
eases are much less prevalent than during wet ones.

At the present time malarial diseases are not so
prevalent as formerly, oceasioned from the fact that
as the timber is cut out and the land allowed io dry, it
is put in cultivation ; thus the causes of malaria cease
to be so numerous.

After all that has been said about the unhealthful-
ness of Dunklin County, our people have better health
during the winter, and as good, taking the year
around, and ean show u lower death rate than muny
counties in the various States of our great Republie,
which are considered healthy. 1t is an erroneous idea
thut people can not live long here.  Qur list of old eiti-
zens disproves this.  Among the biographies of Dun-
klin County people, will be found the names of plenty
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of citizens, yet hale and hearty, who have lived in ths
county from forty to sixty-five years.

CLIMATIS.

The climate is mild, the thermometer seldom falling
much below zero. The winters, though variable, are
short and mild, and while the summers are warm they
are not excessively oppressive. IFebruary, April,
May, June, October, November and December are
usually exceedingly pleasant months.

It is hard to say which of the two seasons, spring
or fall, 15 the most pleasant, or at which time one
sees Dunklin County at its best.

CHAPTER IX.

COURTS, OFTICIALS, ETC.

The first County Court was organized in the spring
of 1845, and was held about 140 rods from the site
of the present courihouse.

The first Cireuit Court met in 1846. The place of
its sitting was under a large ouk tree and a small hut
made of round poles. It stood near one corner of the
court square and was about 10x12 feet. This small
hut was scarcely high enough for the honorable judge,
lawyers and jurors to stand in, and was floored and
lined with a coarse cotton domestic by these same dig-
nitaries after they assembled.
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A. D. DBridges and Holtzhouser were two of the
jurors who helped to lay the ¢¢ puncheon floor.”
Maj. H. H. Bedford was one of the lawyers in at-
tendance and assisted to line the wall to protect the
lawyers’ papers from the wind which whistled through
the openings between the poles or logs. Puncheons
or slabs with peg legs were the only seats except u few
chairs borrowed from one of the citizens.

Among the lawyers who attended these first courts,
hesides Samuel A. Hill, the distriet attorney, were
Col. Soloman G. Kitchens (deceased) and Maj. H. H.
Bedford of Bloomfield. It muy be stated incidentaily
that Maj. Bedford has never failed to attend but one
regular term of Cireuit Court, and but two eall terms
since the organization of the county, sitting in our
courts, from the tirst one that met in the little pole
liouse down to the last session in 1895, which sat
in a $15,000 brick courthonse,

The first courthouse built in the county was erected
on the public square in 1847. It was forty feet
square, one and a half stories high, and composed of
hewn gum logs from twelve to eighteen inches hroad.

One large door in the center of the south side had a
window on each side o it. The seats werc two rows
of loag benches arranged so that the aisle ran through
the center of the room to the judge’s stand on the
north side ; back of the stand was another window.
The lower room was the court room, which was also
used for church and other publie meetings. The
staivway leading to the jurors’ and officials’ rooms on
the second floor was on the outside. The windows,
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both upstaivs and down, were of the 8x10 inch, twelve
pane size ; these and the ¢ upstairs’ guve the court-
house what was considered in Lhose pioueer duys quite

———

Tarum BrLock, KENKETT.

a grand appearance — and it was a good huilding for
g0 new & country, for it must be remembered that
there was pot a saw mill within a radius of a hun-
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“dred miles, and railtoads were thirty years in the
future.

All the lumber used for looring and finishing was
sawed by hand with a vip saw. Hiram Langdon,
father of Judge E. J. Langdon, was the contractor
and chief workman ou this first courihouse. It was
destroyed by fire during the war.

A large frume building was commenced in 1870,
and completed in 1872. It had been occupied but a
short time when it was ulso hurned to the ground on
April 9,1872. From that time until 1892, the county
had no courthouse, but held its eourts in an old
frame building on what is known as the Tatum bloeck.
In 1892, the present courthouse was erected. Alog
jail was built at about the same time as the tirst court-
house. It was a square structure with u stairway on
the outside, leading up to the door im the gable end,
On entering you stood on a log floor, in the center of
which was a trap-door; from here run another stair-
way to the floor of the prison room helow; small
squave holes in the wull, made safe hy iron hurs,
alforded light and ventilation.

This building wus subsequently replaced by a second
of the same character, and in 1882 the present jail,
with Pauly Bros. cells, was erected.

The amount of crime committed in this county has
not been greater than ihat of other counties of
Southeast Missouri, and yet there have been some
erimes commitied here the remembrance of which
cuuses deep regret to every good citizen. The fail-
ure in the administration of justice by the court in o
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few cases, made our people indignant and led to Lhe
administration of Lynch law, by which three persons
met their deaths.

In September, 1874, George Koons was taken from
the jail and hung for the murder of Barton Reyuolds.
Koons wus a worthless character and had killed Rey-
nolds while lying in a drunken stupor in front of
Shelton’s store in Kenuett., About six months later
a stranger was hung on the charge ot horse-stealing,
and on September 10, 1886, Bowman Paxton was taken
from the sheriff, while on his way with him from
Kennett to Malden, about three miles south of the
former place, and hanged to a tree by the road side.
For a trivial offense he had shot and killed John Me-
Gilvery, a blacksmith of Malden.

Several other murders have oceurred in the county,
and the perpetrators of some of them have gone with-
out punishment. These facts have caused us to re-
ceive considerable censure, and not altogether un-
justly.

But it is a fact that is well known that our officials
and eitizens have for a number of years done all in
their power to enforce the laws and punish eriminals,
and it is safe to say that no county in Southeast
Missouri bas, for the pust decade, had less crime com-
mitted or had better enforced laws than has Dunklin.
As the records of this county were entirely destroyed
by fire in 1872, it has been impossible to ascertain
much concerning the actions of the courts prior to that
date.

The Charles P. Choutean land case has been one of
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the most notable cases in the history of the county.
A history of the case cannot be given here, but it may
be stuted that it started from the fact that *¢ on the
18th day of December, 1855, the District County
Court of Dunklin County made an order of record
appointing and dirvecting George W. Mott as commnis-
gioner of Dunklin County to subseribe for the said
county to $100,000 of the stoek of the Cairo &
Fulton Railroad Company of Missouri, to be paid for
by conveynnee of 100,000 acres of low swamps or
overflowed lands within the limits of the aforesaid
county.”” The county in the casc against Charles P.
Chouteau — he having bought the claims of the Cairo
& Fulton Railroad Company — c¢laimed that no petition
of a majority of the legal voters of Dunklin County
had been presented to the District Court as the law
required in such cases, and that the order was there-
fore, ¢ without warrant or authority in law, und was
null and void.”’

The lunds were for years a matter of controversy,
being claimed by both Charles P. Choutean and the
conuty. The county from time to time sold portions
of this land to citizens of the county, making war-
ranty deeds for sanie.

Anagreement was finally made as follows: ¢ Where-
as, there being a large portion of the lands of this
county claimed by Chavles . Chouteau, esquire, of
the city of St. Lonis, and the same lands are claimed
by Dunklin County, aud the county having made
patents to some of the lands, and it appeaving to the
court, that it would be to the best iuterest of the
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counly to compromise the dispute as to the ownership
of said lands; it is therefore agreed by the court that
if suid Charles P, Chouteaxu will make a guit-claim
deed to parties who have purchased or hold under
persons who have purchased auy of suid lands known
as the Cuairo and Fulton Ruilread lands, and hold
patents therefor, the court will have executed in due
form of law a conveyunce of all of said lands not
herelofore sold, and release from any lien for taxes
which may huve accrued on said and up to the present
time.”’

A deed to this effect was made and signed by
Charles P. Choutean und E. J. Langdon, Presiding
Justice of the County Court of Dunklin County, on
Jan. 1, 1884. This land was afterwards brought into
dispute aguin, and sunit brought by the county against
Mr. Choutean to gain possession of these lands and
to have set aside * and to have decreed to be null and
volid, certain patents, conunissioners’ deeds and orders
of compromise,’”’ made and ordered to be made by the
County Court concerning these Lunds.

The action was begun in the Circnit Court of
Dunklin Connty, Missouri, and was sent by change of
venue to the Circuit Court of Madison County, where
it was tried, the court giving evidence to the effect
that the aeclions of the couri of 1884, eommissioners’
deeds, ete., were good, and relinquished the county’s
right to such land as was claimed by Charles P. Chou-
teau except such as had been sold by the county and
quit-claimed by said Charles I’. Chouteau.

A new trial was afterward brought in the Supreme
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Court of the State of Missouri, which court sustained
the deeision of the Circnit Court of Miudison County.

Thus settling the controversy.

The list of officials following — back of 1882 —
has been guthered with much ditliculty from old eiti-
zens and wore especially from Judge 1. E. Baldwin
and W. G. Bragg, of Kennett, and also from Maj. H.
H. Bedford, of Bloomfield, and is ns eorrect and
complete a record as it seems possible to obtain
HOW.

CIRCUIT JUDGES.

John D. Cook of Jackson, was presiding judge of
the Tenth Judicial Cireuit when Dunklin County wus
organized in 1845, lle retired from the bench in
1849. The next judge was Harrison Hough of Mis-
sisgippi County, who presided until the Fifteenth Judi-
cial Circuit was organized.

The first judge of the Fifteenth Cireuit was Albert
Jackson of Juckson, who wos made judge in 1854.
He filled the oftice until the suspension of the courts
i 1862. John W. Ewmerson of Iron County was
appointed judge in 1863, but resigned in 1864, and
James H. Vail, also of Tron County, was appointed as
his suceessor. Judge Vail was a Republican and was
not popular and there was considerable trouble about
his holding the office.

Upon the formation of the Twenty-third Circuit,
fra” E. Leonard was appointed to hold the courts
until the next regular election, when Reuben P, Owen
of Sloddard County was elected. He was a very
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popular judge and vemained upon the bench until
1885, when he resigned.

Tn 1886, John G. Weuar of Poplar Bluff was chosen
to succeed Judge Owens. He has been re-elected at
each succeeding election and is now the presiding
judge.

COUNTY OFFICIALS.

The representatives ip the State Legislature from
Dunklin County have been as follows: H. D. Flowers
in 1846, Russell Horner in 1848, John Huston in
1850, C. T. Jones in 1852, T. J. Mott in 1854, C. T.
Jones in 1856, James McCullough in 1358, . A.
Applegate immediately after the war, orlhe adjourned
session of 1865, also im 1866-65; John Lowery in
1870, T. B. Turnbough in 1872, J. H. Buarrett in
1874-76, Jesse Long in 1878. He died shortly after
his election. W. H. Helm was chosen to fill the
unexpired term. W. M. Harkey in 1880, John P.
Taylor in 1882, J. T. Wilson in 1884, T. R. R. Lly
in 1886, F. Joe Rice in 1888, C. P. Hawkins in
1890-92, D. C. Pollock, 1854.

County and Circuit Clerks and Recorders.— John
S. Huston, 1846 ; B. C. Heunslee, 1850-54; John W.
Marsh, 1858-60; Leonard T. Bragg, 1864; W. G.
Bragg, Sr., 1866-658; R. R. Roberts, 1870-74; T. E.
Baldwin, 1878,

In the year 1882 the offices were divided, making
a separate office of connty clerk, but still leaving the
offices of circuit clerk and recorder combined. Cireuit
clerk and recorder, W. G. Brugg, Jr., 1882-86; and
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J. B. Blakemore was appointed to fill the unexpired
term of Mr. Bragg, and was also eleeted to that
office in 1890-94,

COUNTY CLERKS.

The first man elected to the office of county
clerk after the oflices were divided was C. R.
Mills in 1882. On the death of My, Mills, not
lovg aifter his olection to office, D. B. Pankey iwas
appointed to fill the unexpired term, and eleeted in
1886. Virgil McKuy, 1890-1894.

SIERIFT AND COLLECTOR.

The tirst sheriff and colleetor is said to have been
John H. Dougherty; Louis Holeomb in 1848-50;
William Kimbrow,1854 ; Lee J. Taylor, 1856-58; Elan
G. Rathburn, 1866-68; James H. Burrett, 1870-72;
W. P. Nichols, 1874-76; More M. Rayhburn, 1878-80;
I. I'. Donalson, 1882-84;: J. I3, Allgood, 1886-58 ; Col-
tin Morgan, 1890-92; W. G. Petty, 1894.

The offices of sheriff and colleetor were held jointly
untit 1886, when they were divided, and James H.
Owen was the (irst collector, being elected to that office
in both 1886 and 1888. Mr. Owen died shortly after
his last clection and D. Y. Pankey was appeinted to
fill kis unexpired term. T.J. Douglas was collector
i 1890-92 and F. Joe Rice, 1894.

ATTORNEYS.

Samuel A. Hill of Cape Girnrdeau City was the
District Prosecunting Altorney in 1846. Maj. H. H.
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Bedford of Bloomiield held that oflice trom 1846 to
1860. Thea Henry Porter served in that capaeity for
a short time, when David G. Hicks of Bloowmtield wus
elected and served until the change of the law
made it necessary to have county instead of district
attorneys.

The ¢ounty attorneys have heen: J. M. Fisher, John
P. Taylor. clected in 1876-78 and 1880. T.R.R. Ely
in 1882-84; C. P. Hawkins, 1886-88; R. M. Finney
in 1890-92, and C. P. Hawkins in 1894.

TREASURERS.

An old man by the name of Price was the first treas
urer; Camphell Wright and Louis Chandler were also
treasurers before the Civil War. Nextafter the war
. T. Sloan and Daniet Brewer, also W. F. Shelton,
Sr., served as treasurer for a period of eight years.
N. F. Kelley was clected in 1882, T. E. Baldwin, 1884 ;
F. Joe Rice, 1856 ; J. W. Sexton in 1888; R. A. Laden
in 1890-92, and J. I'. Smyth in 1894,

ASSESSONUS.

This county was assessed from Stoddard County
for several vears. The first assessors after the war
were J. Q. A. Keck in 1836-G8; John W. Black,
1870; G. T. Smith, 1872; Gilbert L. Derrybevry,
1874 ; James M. Douglass, 1876-78; W. J. Duvis,
1880-82: G. T. Smith, 1884; Virgil McKuy, 1856—
88; B. ¥. Crenshaw, 1890; T. R. Neel, 1892; Louis
Ham, 1894,
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VPROBATE JUDGES.

IIave been John H. Stokes, Given Gwen, 1876-75-
80; T. E. Baldwin, 1882-84; C. O. Ioffman from
1886 to 1844, or to the present time. Jonas Eaker was
judge of a Distriet County Conrt, huving probate
jurisdiction in 1855, and it was by the order of this
judge that George Mott was appointed agent for and
on behalf of Dunklin County to make deed or deeds
for 100,000 ucres of low or swamp lands to the Cairo
and Fulton R. R. Co.

JUDGES OF COUNTY COULT.

The first court was composed of Edward Spencer,
Howard Moore and Anderson Thompson in 1845-46.
Next wuas Edward Spencer, Moses Farrar and Billy
Jolinson in 1850. DMoses Furvar, Kdward Spencer and
Given Owen in 1854, Given Owen, S. P. Eldridge,
Moses Farrar in 1858.

Afterthe Civil War the firsi court was held by Elgin
C. While, Jueob Snider and W. W. Shelton, in 1866,
W. W. Shelton, A. L. Johnson and Wm. M. Harkey,
in 1870. Harkey resigned and the nnexpired term
was filled by John H. Bird. Then A. L. Johnson, W.
W. Shelton and John H. Bird, in 1872, A. L. John-
son, W. W. Shelton nnd R. L. Hodge, in 187¢4. J.
B. Hogue, R. L. Hodges and John T. Johason, in
1876. Given Owen, Charley Stevens and E. J. Lang-
don, 1875. E. J. Langdon, Given Owen and J. M.
Waltrip in 1880.  IE. J. Lungdon, J. W. Bluck and J.
M. Waultvip in 1882. J. M. Douglass, N. J. McBride

-
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and J. H. Owen in 1884, J. M. Waltrip, J. W. Baker
and J. M. Dougluss in 1886. J. M. Walurip, W. R.
Dalton and O. L. Thurmond in 1888. W. H. Shel-
ton, dy P. Craig and S. F. Hale in 1880, W. H.
Shelton, J. A. Hogue and W. J. Davis in 1892. W.
C. Whiteaker, Thomas Waltrip and J. H. Harkey in
1894.

Dunklin County lawyers make up a large and able
har, composed of the following attorneys: Hon. T.
R. R. Ely, Hon. C. P. Hawkins, who have both rep-
resented this county in the State Legislature, also R.
M. Finey and J. P. Tribbe, all of Kennett. D. R.
Cox, W. 8. C. Wulker, Charles Vancleve, H [ O
Dowsing and R. L. Stanley, Jr., of Malden ; Dunklin
County also claims H. N. Phillips, who is perhaps our
best orator.

OFFICIAL DIRECTORY ror 1895.
District Officers.
Congresstan of the 14th District, N. A. Moseley,
Dexter, Mo.
Senutor 23d District, B. F. Wulker, Dexter, Mo.
Cirenit Judge 22d Circuit, John G. Wear, Poplar
Blutt, Mo.
Couniy Offivers.

tepresentative. . caee i ....D. C. Pollock.
Cireuil eik. and recorder. ..., .....J. B, Blakemore.
County elerk.............eoeve. . Virgil McKay.
Collectoitic s sudesads RS NG . Joe Rice.

COBONET et 55 G erae -G 6 - viEg B = e A. Harrison.
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Sheriff........... P, 1. s« W. G. Petty.
Prosecuting Alty.............as» .C. P. Hawius.

T BN g o w e 2 wnteaoe suseanu s nd. B, Seiypls.
ASSESSOl cv v iaie e eeovoneaes Liewis Ham.
Erotinte Jutlomews e« wruns wiessses C. O. Hoffman.
Pres. Judge County Clerk......... W. C. Whiteaker.
JIAEE 166 THEETIBE, » o vo csmines 254 is Thomas Wultrip.
Judge 2d Distriet ....cooivininnn. J. H. Harkey.

County Calendar.
Cireuit Court convenes on the 2d Monday in January
and July.
County Court conveneson the 1st Monday in January,
April, July and Oclober.
Probate Court convenes on the lst Monduys in
February, May, August and November.

CITAPTER X.

TOWNS AND VILLAGES.
CARUTH
Is a little post-village first estublished by Wm. M.
Sutterficld about 1881. Mr. Satterfield built a large
two-story house in which he did a flourishing business
during the remainder of his life. He operated a grist
mill and cotton gin, built many tenant bouses, and
caused the little village to move on in a manner typi-
cal of *¢ New America.”” Since the death of Mr,
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Suatterfield in 1890 it has scen quite a decline. Several
business men have at different times opened stores
here, but have remained only a short time. At present
there are no goods being sold here, and the post-oftice
is kept at the home of Rev. R. II. Douglass. Mrs.
Douglass is the acconmodating and eflicient post-mis-
tress. Caruth is situated on the main public road
leading south from Kennett and al a distance of eight
miles from that city and in the very heart of ¢ Grand
Praivie.” It is surrounded on all sides by some of
ihe finest and best improved farms in Dunklin County.

No neighborhood in the county has prettier homnes
or mwore cultivated people. The neighhorhood has the
benefit of o six or eight months’ school annually. The
Baptists have a new church editice at Caruth and carry
on a Sunday-school. The Liberty Chureh of the M.
E. C. 8. is within less than a mile distant. Passing
Caruth is a daily hack line which leaves the U. 8.
mails from both the North and South. The post-office
was named by Mr. Satterfield in honor of an old
friend, who was o member of the McCombs, Caruth
& Byrns Hardware Co., of St. Louis, Missouri.

CARDWELL

Is situated about two miles from the St. Francois
River, six miles north of the Arkansas and Missouri
Stute line, and in scction 3, towuship 16, range 7, on
Buffalo Island. Tt is the terminus of the Paragonld
and Southeastern Railvoad and its people believe 1t is
destined to be the metropolis of the south end of the
county. '
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Cardwell was laid ont and surveyed by Burtig
Brotlers, of Paragould, Arkansas, and named in
honor of Mr. Frank Cardwell, cashier of the Bank of
Pavagould : the first house was erected by Cox Buos. of
Paragould and the second by J. R. Pool. The post-
office wag established February 16, 1895. Since that
date the town has had a steady and rapid growth. Its
people show their energy and thrift by their manner
of felling the great forest trees, sawing them into
lumber and shaping them into neat and comfortable resi-
dent and business houses. The place which wasone year
ago the forest home of the bear, deer, coon and turkey,
is to-day a thriving little railroad town of 150 inhabi-
tants, having two general stores, owned respectively by
Burtig Brothers and Lamb & Hale; they both carry a
full line of fresh goods, and buy cotton and other
produce. J. W. Wetherby, J. M. Gist and J. A.
Southers, each carry a nice selection of fresh gro-
ceries. Theve are three restanrants and two saloous.

Hotel Cardwell is a large well-built house, that
would be u eredit to any town of 1,000 inhabitants.
Three saw-mills, one cotton gin, and grist mill, a
livery stable and two blacksmiths, do a prosperous
business ul this new town. Daily mail is brought by
the Paragould and Sontheastern Railroad, which con-
nects with the Cotion Belt Route at Paragould.
The new road was completed from Paragould to
Cardwell in February, 1895, and will now compare
fuvorably with older roads in the South and West.
The business of the road is quite heavy and increasing.
They have a first-class depot at Cardwell and are
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fairly well prepared to accommoduate the general
public. The train carrying passengers arrives from
Paragould at 11 o’clock a. . and leaves for Paragould
at 1 o’clock p. m. A six months’ school with fifty-
three pupils enrolled under the supervision of Mr.
Walter Cook, one of the most sucecesstul and best
informed teachers in the county, alone speaks well
for the enterprise of the people of Cardwell and
vicinity. They huve preaehing once and twice each
month and the M. Ti. C. S. has bought a lot on which
they expecl soon to huild a house of worship.

There are some good farms opened and fairly well
improved around this new town, but there are thou-
sands of acres of land that will produce anything
that can be produced in this elimate upon which there
is scarcely a tree amiss. The timber is mostly large,
plenty of it being from three to five feet in diameter,
and in many cases worth more than is asked peu acre
for the land.

COTTON FLANT,

Tn 1848 Buffulo Creek levee, between Cotton Plant
and Kennett, was built by Judge E. J. Langdon and
Billy O. Williams. With the money which he received
for this worls, Judge Langdon purchased a stock of
generul merchandise and started a store near the
present site of Cotton Plant. About 1854 he bought
a cotton gin of a Mr. Clark. At that time it stood on
the old Anderson Tempson place. Judge Langdon
improved this crude gin and began to encourage the
farmers, or perhaps hunters would be as correct a
name, to ruise cotton. He also bought the Jack Cude
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place at Cotton Plant and established his fanily in the
vesident houses,

Irom that time Cotton Plant began to take on a
tangible form, but at just what time it took its name
ia nat certuin. It was first spoken of as Cotton Plant
by a stranger, who on coming into the eounty, noticed
around it the only plauts of colton in that part of the
county.

The plants of this growth are very pretty and sure
to attract the attention of any one not accustomed to
secing them grow, more especially when in bloom.
The red and white blossoms are very attractive among
their beds of dark green leaves, and in the fall season
the bualls of soft fleecy white cotton are by many con-
sidered quite as pretty as the hloom. Anyway yvou
take it the litile town’s namesake is worthy of alten-
tion, and for this pavticular town no more approprinie
name could huve been chosen than Cotton Plant. It
was for yvears the sonrece and center of Lhe eoiton
business in the south end of the county save what was
raised on the west praivie wround Old Cotton Hill,
Cotton Plant had the exclusive cotton tratic of the
county untif long after the Civil Wuar. The
history of this post-villige is the history of
Judge Langdon’s prosperity., From his modest
beginning as  bhalf owner in a cooper’s shop
and blacksmith’s, with Isiah Joues as partner, as
contractor and builder of one of the first levees in
the county, as founder of one of the oldest general
stores, he became the owner of a villuge containing
aboul one hundred inhabitants, with a school and
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church house, over which was au Qdd Fellows and
Masounic ITall; a commodious store well filled with the
latest wares, and one of the largest landholders in
the county. In his latter yenrs he might have stood
on the upper gullery of his pretty village home and
surveved, almost us far as the eye could see, his
own domains, well improved, on the cast, south, or
west. e was the first and only postmaster up to the
time of his deatl; although, prior to his decease, for
several vears, he did not reside at Cotton Plant in
summmer, and in fact kept his family at Areadia, Iron
County, Mo., most of the time, but he never ceased
to hold his citizenship in Dunklin County and always
came back to vole.

He crected from time Lo time new cottages in Cot-
ton Plant, but would never sell uny lots. He prob-
ably had two reasons for this; one was he did not wish
a competitor, another was he did not want auy one io
have the right to sell any intoxicants in his little
town, a8 he feared they would do if they owned prop-
erty. He wus for many vears the sole merchant in
this part of the eounty, and always did a prosperouns
business, selling goods at a time when they could he
sold at a large profit, he bought, or took in on debts,
large tracts of land, nntil at the time of his death, in
1892, his estate wus worth about $200,000 or $300,-
000. At different times he had several partners in
business, bul as often something happened that caused
him to be again alone. At one time he sold to T. R.
Neel and C. V. Langdon and they ran the store fov a
time, but sold back to Judge Langdon.
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He uguin sold out, this time to A. J. Langdon, who
was doing a general mercantile businesg at Cotton
Plant, at the time of his father’s death.

In 1894, A. J. Langdon sold to Wm. M. Cates, who
is doing a general mereantile business in the Langdon
old store, and has built up for himself a surprisingly
good trade. The fivst chureh and Masonic hall, erected
nbout 1874, was burned in 1883. Shortly after an-
other huilding of similar character was erected on the
same site.  The lower story was owned and built by
Judge Langdon, and the upper by the I. Q0. O. F. and
Masonie fraternities.

The lower story was set apart tor school and church
services, and is vet held so by the heirs of Judge
Langdon. A six or eight months’ school is annually
kept at Cotion Plant.

It may be said in connection that Judge Langdon
was very gencrous and furnished a Lome for several
vears Lo the cireuit preachers of Grand Prairie Civeuit,
free of charge, besides giving liberally. He also
nearly always had several widows and their ehildven
“ under his wing,”” so lo speuak, and gave them homes
and finaneial assistance. No man whom this county
has ever known, was more universally loved and
respected hy its people than the louuder of Cotton
Plaut.

CLARKTON.

The < pole road " between Weaverville and Clurk-
ton was a nice plank vound at fivst, and was to Clarkton
then about the same as a railvnad is to a little town
now. Buach was the nume frst given to this place, but
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after the plank road was buiit, and it hegun to thrive
it was called Clarkton, in honor of Henry E. Clark, a
contractor on the new road. Being in the midst of
West Prairie, which was eusily cleared and tilled, on
the road from Guinsville, Ark., to Weaverville and
New Madrid, it soon had good stores, mills, gius, etc.

The first house evected here stood about where the
late residence of Z. B. Penuney was burned. The
store was on the oid Cottage Hotel lot, and its first
proprietors were Johu M. Muse and John Timberman.

John H. Stokes also ecstablished a store here in
1856, which his son, Robert W. Stokes, had charge of
anlil the breaking out of ihe Civil War. Clarkton
was during the war the site of several skirmishes;
some of its stores were destroyed by five and the plank
road was hurned.

This was a heavy blow to the new town. For
although the road was afterwards rebuilt, or partially
g0, with poles, it was a very rough uffuir; and when
once traveled from end to end, it was not so hurd to
understand how a certain witty traveler’s imagination
was wrought upon, until he dubbed it ¢ The Devil’s
Washbouard.” But Clarkton withstood all this, and
after the cessation of hostilities built up aguin.
Z. B. Penney, T. C. White, Osc:ar Summers and John
Muse established stores, and George Rogers (later of
St. Louis) erected a flouring mill, and several grist
mills and cotton gins were huilt, papers were estub-
lished by different newspaper men, and Clarkton
became the metropolis of the county. It had at oue
time mearly 500 inhabitants, the best schoolhouse in
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the county, two good ehurehes, and many neat resi-
dences, and was, without doubt, one of the prettiest
towns in this part of the State. The Cottage Hotel
erected by Z. B. Penney was, in its day, a boon to
travelers in these parts.

The building of the railroad, however, from New
Madrid to Malden deult Clarkton u terrible blow from
which it has npever completely recovered. Still it
does considerable business for a country town, for its
citizens are nearly all of old and highly respected
families who have nice homes and are good livers.
In fact, among the best and most infinentinl citizens
the county has ever had, have been those in the
vicinity of Clarkton. At present it has two general
stores owned respectively by M. W. Hubbard and
Judge James M. Waltrip. A drng and grocery store
ave kept by Pack Harrison and his brother, Dr. Arthur
Harrison. There is wlso a blacksmith shop, two mills
and cotton gins.

Some fine farms are in ¢lose proximily to Clarkton,
those of Asa B. Douglass, the Rayburns, Wm. N.
Gunn, Judge R. T.. Hodges, — Scagas, Martin V.
Baird and George W. Marshall’s ave the best known.
The lust named is, I believe, all things considered, the
most desivable furm in the county, Those of T, d.
Douglass, near Caruth, and Ben. I'. Hicks, of Hal-
comb, are, in fuet, its only rivals,

CAMPBELL.

This pluce is situated at the termivus of the St.
Liouis, Kennett and Southern Railvoad, and the Cot-
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ton Belt Route of the Si. Lauis Southwestern Railroad
passes through it. Although many of its citizens ave
those who formerly lived at Qld Four Mile, Campbell

or Brserr W Horrin ¥Ear CaMPRELL.

Q1o Couxrny HoMni

bears no vesemblance to that cauntry post-oflice, but
it is o live little railroad town.
When the town first started Maj. Rayburn laid off
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ten acres of the farm of G. M. Williams into town
lots, and the railroad company did the swme with forty
acres. The Lasswell Brothers put up the first store,
and E. C. Haines the first saw-mill on the site of the
new town. But Campbell was not designed on the
country store and saw mill style, for the citizens here-
aboul intended from the first to muke a good town of
it, and they have, for it has some of the best business
enlerprises of any town in the county. The Lusswell
Milling Co., incorporated Fehruary, 1894, with a puid-
up stock of $30,000, is one of these eaterprises,

It has, in connection with a 30,000 feet capacity
sawmill and planing nill with machinery of the latest
improvement, both of which have the record of pulting
out from 75 {o 100 ear loads of material per month,
a trainroad with steel track some seven miles or more
in length, running southwest from Cuampbell, with
ample equipment of rolling stocl, consisiing of a
locomolive and tem train ears; besides, it owns ten
standard gauge logging cavs, which are in control of
the St. L., K. & 8. R. R., and bring timber from
stations along this, and the Kennett and Caruthersville
R. R., to the mills at Camphell.

It will he seen from 1his that the supply of timber
for this ecompany is almost limitless, and it is the
source of employment of some 150 or 175 men.

This company abont one year ago bought a tract of
land and added il to the town plot, as the MeCutchen
Addition, aud the town has within that time anhnosi
doubled itself in size and population; theve having
been about thirly new huildings, erected mostly on this
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new plot, and this gives the town a very attractive ap-
pearance from the east, south and west. The officials
of the company ure J. I, Lasswell, President, W. D.
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Lasswell, Vice-president and General ]Manager, and
J. P. Lasswell, Secretary and Treasurer.
The ¢ Cumpbell Roller Mills”” fill a long-felt wuit
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of this county, and gives Camphell uncther paying
enterprise. It is new, having done its first work oun
the fall crop of 1893, but it makes four grades of good
Hour. The building is four stories, and the machinery
of the very best, having a capacity of fifty harrels per
day.

For convenience of shipping, the company have
built 1 600-fuot ruilroad switeh. The officers are
nombered among the best citizens of the county, being
J. Q. A. Gardiner, President; W. D, Lasswell, Vice-
president ; Louis McCutchen, Sceretary and Treasurer,
and W. E. Hopper, General Manager. Besides this,
Camphell has a cotton gin, woodwork and blacksmith
shop, four hotels and a number of staple and funcy
groceries and generul stores.

A large amount of produce is shipped from this
place, s the farming community is & good one. This
i3 ulso a fine fruit growing locality, being at the foot
of Crawley’s Ridge in this county, and the people are
quite proud of the ** Pollock & Stunley Nursery.”” Itis
only about eight years old, but its business is annually
increasing and the fruits, shrubs, etc., worked are of
the best standurd kinds.

As the people ure progressive and up-with-the-times
follk, they are, of course, proud of their good school
building, and cheerfully support an eight months
term, which is this year under the management of
E. E, McCullongh, and Miss Katie Lawsou.

The Campbell Baptist Church on Riffle avenue and
Main street, the M. E. C. 8. on Murtin avenue and
Ouk street, and the Christian Church on Martin
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avenue and Pine street, are all nest ehurches and
speak well for a town of 600 inhabitants.

This is one of the oldest settled communities in the
county, and many of the citizens of Campbell huve
been residents here between torty and fifty years.
Among the oldest are A. D, Bridges, of the firm of
Bridges & Son, who loeated here in 1844. Mus.
Owen, widow of Dr. Given Owen, who also came to
the coanty in 1844 ; Dr. Bray, who hax been here since
1850; and old ¢ Unele *’ Billy Gear, who has been here
¢ about as long as any one; " and J. Q. A. Gardiner,
who has been u citizen of Dunklin County since 1869.
A number of others might be mentioned but this is
enough to prove that Campbell is a fairly bhealthy
logality, for these old people are all hule and strong
considering their age.

GIBBON.

This is a little station on the railroad between
Campbell and Keunett. It has a saw mill, cotton gin
and grist will, owned by J. G. Dover & Son, and a
arocery store, by J. A. Northernton, and a good
chureh and schoolhouse. Among the old fumi-
lies around Gibson, nearly all of whom have good
farms, are the Norvtherntous, Weathers, Bensous,
Davidsons, Taylors, Barnes, Moores, Ozhirns, Sanders
and Browus.

HALCOMI.

This is « town on the St. Louis, Kennett & Sounthern
Railroad. It wus quite a thriving village before the
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railroad came  through; many say it was a more
thriving town then than now. Owing to a dispute
which arose between the people of the town and the
ailroad cowpany, the depot was first built about a
mile below town, and the station ealled Pine City in
honor of the Lone P’ine near by. However, a satis-
factory settlement was at length made, a depot evected
at Haleomb, and the station at Pine City discontinued.
The town has severul stores, the oldest general met-
chant being Judge John A. Hogue. Dr. I. W.
Powell has a very nice drug store ltere, and is one of
the leading physieinns; the others are Drs. G. W.
Quinn, W. G. Hughes and E. L. Applegate.

Haleomb hus a good school building :ind supports a
good school eight months in the year, and two
churches, Baptist and Methodist. A legacy was set
apart by Mrs. Hogue to build a Preshyterian church on
ihat church lot in Haleomb, so that it will soon have
three chuvehes. The largest Union Sunday-school in
the county is carried on it the Methodist chureh at this
place under the supervision of Dr. I5. T. Applegate and
Rev. Owenby.

Haleomb has been a great lumber center, but the
saw-mill business i3 not so brisk as a few years ago.
Cousiderable farm produce is shipped from this place;
melons and strawberries are two of the most prom-
inent products, and these cunnol be excelled for cither
quality orsize, and are generally ripe more than a week
eaclier than in the surrounding counties. Almost
anything can be successfully rnised around Haleomb
that can be grown in this climate, and its agrieultural

o
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resources only need development, for no better soil
can be found anywhere. Wheat, oats, clover, corn,
grasses, melon, small fruit, poultry and eggs, are
raised plentifully here. '

Not ouly the town of Haleomb, but all of Haleomb
Island, has improved very rapidly in the fast few
years. There was not a brick chimney nor a glass
window in the neighborhood fifteen years ago. Then
one could notl see over wu quarter of a mile in any
direction on account of the heavy timber, and deer
roamed the woods in the neighborhood even in the
daytime. Now one might stand on a house-top in
HualeomD and see farms for a distance of five wiles, or
ag far us the eye can see. BSeven churches und six
gschools with 600 scholars enrolled are within the
hounds of the little island.

Col. H. A. Appiegate’s, the Messrs. Blakemore’s,
John P. Taylor's [deceased] and Ben F. Hicks’ ave
noted furms. Mr. Hieks’ is said to be the most con-
veniently arranged aud best fenced farm in the
county.

THE TowN OF HOLNERSVILLE.

W. H. Horuer eume to Dunklin County in 1832,
and loeated on the bank of Little River, entering from
the Government, ai the old land office in Jackson,
Mo., the east fruetional half of seetion 8, township 16,
range 9, east, and built a large log honse — which is
yet standing and owned by Wm. Herman — by the
side of a mound where he would have dry land in time

of an ¢ overflow,”” and there opened up a small farm.
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Believing he was near the head of navigation on a good
trading point, he concladed to lay off a town.

In 1842, he luid out the town of Hornersville, con-
taining all of fructional southeast quarter of section 8,
township 16, range 9. Commencing at his own dwell-
ing place, whieh is situated on lot one, block oue, he
laid off the plot along the river bank. The town site
is one of the most beautiful in the county ; command-
ing a splendid view of the open river, it is higher than
the surrounding country and is well drained by Littie
River, which at this point, more especiully in spring,
is exceedingly pretty.

The (st merchant in the town was Jesse Storv, who
in later years lived at Weaverville, New Madrid
County. Jeff. Mott and Horner and Satterfield were
other carly business men. Wagster and Douglass,
dealers in tobaceo, cigars, fine wines, liguors, ete.,
was plainly discernible on some of the door posts of
an old house a few yemrs ago. Joel Chandler was
another early resident and wmerchant of Hornersville,
In its early days ¢ Hornerstown® was a brisk trading
point; the hunters and Tndinus bringing their furs to
the merchunts and buying of them their traps, tents,
ammunition, guns, ete.

By 1861 it had become a considerable town, had a
schoolhouse, ehurch and Masonie hall. It was, how-
ever, nearly destroyed by the war, and for several
years after muade very slow progress, having not
more thun one or two small merchandise houses and
a grocery or saloon or two. W. I'. Shellon kept
a saloon i a little louse which had no door
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shutter. A box, ov some similar contrivance, was
placed across the door at night to keep the
cattle out. The connter was a dry goods box; the
stock on hand consisted of a barrel of liquor and a
tin cup. The cup was filled and passed around to the
boys.

Other business men here about this time were
Edwards and McCrackin, H. G. Pasley, Henry
Stewart, and later Harkey and Schultz. They com-
menced business about 1870, and were very successful,
soon ranking among the best business menin the county.

Hornersville has at present two general stores, a
grocery store, grist mill, two sawmills, and «a drug
store. The leading merchant is Dr. Johu L. Mathews,
who is one of the best posted men in financial and
mereantile matters in  Sontheast Missouri. Dr.
Mathews keeps one of the best stocked general stores
south of Kennett, and Pope and McKay are enlarging
their business with encouraging prospects. '

Hornersville is one of the best trading points in the
south end of the county, and its merchants sell thou-
sands of dollars’ worth of goods every year.

Some of the lands around this town are subject to
overflow in spring, none in the county, however, excel
it in fertility. These high waters do not come every
spring. The waters have not been high enough to
inconvenience Hornersville and vicinity since 1886.

It is a reasouably healthy loeality, and thus need
only two practicing physicians — Drs. K. T. Anderson
and Floyd Kinsolving. A daily hack from Kennett
bringsthe U. 8. muails. Tom Kinsolvingis pestmuster.
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Mrs. S8amuel Edmonston and Mrs. W. N. Cole accom-
modate the traveling public, and their guests fre-
quently dine on wild gooese, duek, turkey, venison
steak, frog legs and fresh fish, us this is one of the
greatest hunting and fishing centers in the county.
The history of Hornersville would fill a good-sized
volume in itself, and can only be touched lightly here.
At first it was only a peaceful little hamlet swhere the
gleamboats und keelbouts from Memphis landed to
exchange their wares for produce, game and furs.

In those days the fur buyers were ordinary person-
ages, and in spring laid their sacks of gold in the
teuts of the huunters as though they were so many
sacks of salt. A thief was considered the meanest
and most insignificaut of all ereatures and hence the
gold was never touched. Fighting and brawling
among the neighbors was unheard of, and preaching
at people’s houses, singing weetings, corn huskings,
old fashioned quiltings and log rollings were frequent
occurrences. But all this soon changed, as this place
was found to be a good-hiding place for desperadoes,
it being impossible to trace them tirongh the dismal
swamps of Little River.

John A. Murrell’s gang made Tornersville one of
their meeting-places, and as the eitizens were too scarce
to put them down, they had things about their own
way for a while. They at lirst palmed themselves oft
on the citizens ns Masons, and when a man was per-
suuded to take the ouath, to break it meant certain
death, thus tlie only thing he could do was to ¢¢ keep
quiet,”” after such persuasion.
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More will be said about this ¢ gang’ elsewhere,
but it may be said heve that Hornersville was not their
only place of meeting in this county, and that they
did not commit as much erime here as in many other
older and more thickly populated counties. Tlowever,
there ig no doubt but the influence of this ¢ gang”’
was very demoralizing and that they sowed the seeds
of future depravity.

Soon after the suppression of this gang the Civil
War hroke out,and as Hornersville was ahout the
largest town in Lthe county it was the common stopping-
place of the ** Yanks,”” the ¢ Sccessionists’’ and
¢ Guerrillas,””  when they were in the county.
During these hostilities the town hall was burned and
the town uearly demolished. It was several yeurs
after the war before order was even partially vestored,
and many so inclined had ample opportunities to
cultivate their evil propeansities, But be it said in
behalf of Hornersville, that although there has been
2 number of murders committed here, there
hus not been more thun in other towns of
its age, and the many stories of its ¢f desperate’’
men, have either been exaggeruted or made out-
right., There has never been a time in the hislory
of Hornersville when a man who acted the gen-
tleman was not treated as such, unless, perchunce,
he fell in the haunds of the Murrell gang. Hornerst
ville was never incorporuied, and it must be confessed
that the associations of the saloon of former years
gave some cause for the stories told of its moruls.
But it has had no saloon- for several years; its ¢ blind
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tiger”” and ¢ dead fall,”” duys are past, and the peo-
ple in that locality say it will never have another
saloon, at least, until it is incorporated. The ladies
of that vicinity are setting a high standard of morals
for the sterner sex, and it seems almost needless to
say that the standard is fast being rveached. The
ladies declare they will never again suffer anything to
be suid against the morals of their husbands and
brothers, for with a few exceptions, they arve as
gallant, morul and law-abiding as any men in
America.

Hornersville has a good chureh building nearing com-
pletion, and in it a Sunday-school, weekly prayer
meetings, and weekly singing are carried on for the
editication of its people. The people of this vicinily
ave of the ¢ big-hearted '’ kind, and if you have ocea-
sion to visit Hornersville, you will be met with old
fashioned Southern hospitality.

The people of this vicinity expect the Paragould and
Southeastern Ruilroad to strike this town. DBelieving
it will come cast near the line of the old wagon roud
known as the *¢ Bear Road,” pass through Laulu and
Hornersville on its roule soulheast to Osceola, Ark,,
and Memphis, Teon. Should this be the ense, Horners-
ville has everything to make it the best town between
Kennett in this county and Osceols, Ark.

KENNETT.

Duuklin County’s eapital is centrully situated, one
mile east of Varney’s river, and is about 270 feet above
the mean tidal wave of the Gulf of Mexico, where the
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high or overflow waters never touch it. From the
clock tower of the county courthouse one may view
many miles of as beautiful and prosperous a county as
there is 10 Southeast Missouri, Kennett is considered
the oldest town in the county, and yet Hornersville
was laid off in town lots before the former town. But,

Resipexcrk or R, H. JONES.

Kennett was an Indian village long before this county
~was settled by the whites; aud as the Indians thought
it a desirable centralizing point, as also did the early
seltlers, they located and Dbuilt little log cabins near
its present site, until the pioneers dignified it by call-
ing it a town.

The Indian chief Chilletacausx, must be given the
honor of building the first log hut and, in a way, of
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starting the town of Kenunett. He was a progressive
Indian and aspired to live in a house instead of a wig-
wam. So, according to his progressive views, he
built a two roomed log, or pole eabiu, planted some
peach and apple trees around it and believed himself to
be quite np with the times. In his kitehen he built o
mortar with attachments for the purpose of pounding
his Indian corn into meal for breadstuff, The chief’s
claim eventually was bought by Howard Moore, who
turned the corn mortar into a coffee mortar, and
ereeted near by one of the first grist milis of the connty.
““ Uncle’” Dave Moore, who was the second white ehild
born in the county, can yet deseribe all of those early
improvements, and remembers how the little place was
tirst ealied Chilletueaux, in honor of the Iudian chief
and his elaim.

In 1845, when Danklin County was organized and
Chilletaeaux was chosen as the seat of its government:
the lawyers, who looked after its legul affairs, soon
arvived at the conclusion that Chilletacaux was too
long and havd a name for u county seat, They made
tireir opinion known to the county’s representative in
the Legislature and asked him to eflect a change of
nitme.  Fe eomplied, and had the town eulled Butler,
But this name proved unsatisfactory also, as the muils
for Butler town and Butler County were continnally
getting mixed and causing delays and anunoyance.
Again the representative was appealed to, with the
result that Kennett was cliosen as a nanre for Dunklin
County’s seat of government. The pioneers built a
little pole hui to be used for school and church ser-
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vices, and this served as a place of shelter, when shel-
ter was necessary, for the first court officials after the
organization of the county until the citizens had time
to erect a courthouse. This they did in 1847. The
building was of logs, but was substantial and suffi-
ciently large, and served its purpose admirably until it
was destroyed by fire during the war.

The history of the several courthouses of this
county has been given elsewhere, and it is sullicient
to say here that the present courthouse, erected onthe
public square, in 1892, is one of the finest in this part
of the State, and of which not only Kennett but the
entire county is proud.

Kenunett’s first store was opened by Elbert C. Spil-
ler, who was for a time in partnership with Jumes
Cude; they continued in business for several years,
and were finally suceeceded by A. M. Duvis, and J. R.
McCullough, John 3. Tlouston, John H. Marsh, and
Campbell Wright, Kennett grew steadily, and had
good prospects when the war broke out. This left it,
as it did the remainder of the country, in a very deplor-
able condition; business had been suspended, and 2
heap of ashes marked the remains of what had once
been thoe eourthouse; in short, the town had been
destroyed and had to be rebuilt again.

W. F. Shelton began business here about the close
of the war, commencing in a very crude little log
cabin. Iis present wealth testifies to his having done
a prospervous business; hut many of its other citizens
seem to have dropped off in a Rip Van Winkle dose,
from which they were never fully aroused until the
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whistle of the locomotive was heard in their midst.
This occurred about January 1, 1892, Troe, it had
before this begun to cust about and put forth consid-
erable euergy, although it still enjoyed retiving at 9
p. M., and rising at 6 4. M,

Kennett had to this date built two good churches
and a Methodist parsonage. It had a cotton gin and
grist mill or two, and general stores were run respect-
ively by T. E. Baldwin & Co., Tulum Bros., Phillips
& Co., S. 8. While & Co., W. F. Shelton, B. Weil,
and others. A drue store had been opened by A. B.
Mobley, and a family grocery by G W. Huskey. The
brick bank building on the north side ol the squure
had Leen erected and the citizens were striving for the
new courthouse. Tt wus even then a thriving, if a
modest town. At present and in the last four years
Kennett has heen on a prolonged and steady ¢ boom.”

A ¢ boom™ in this instance does not mean that
Kennett has advertised and deceived unwary home-
seelers into coming to ¢ the garden spot of America,”
¢ a perfect paradise,”” ete., or deseribed it so that
one might expect to see the corn cobs grown around
it set with gold dollurs instead of ordinary corn, ovr
the cotton bolls filled with silver coin so that it would be
casy to gather all one would ever need in a day. Oh,
1o, Kennett has done nothing of this kind, in faet,
it has had less extravagant praise bestowed upou it,
and less advertising than any town in this part of the
State. Its people have been content to let others find
the many advantages they enjoyed as citizens of
Kennett and Dunklic Co., believing that its true
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merits would gain more lasting friends than bragged-
up localities,

SerLroN BrLock, KENNETT.

Kenneti makes no claims at Dbeing a ¢ perfeet
paradise,”” but it is a real live American, Missourian-
ized towm.
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This may be understood as meaning that the people
are descendants from all nationalities, who — or their
forefathers long ago —had chosen Missouri as their
favorite State, Dunklin as iis best county, and Ken-
nett as their choice town in their adopted country;
and that they have gone to work with all the energy
and bustle — peculiar to the American —to make it
just whut thev want it.

Kennett has nearly 2,000 inhabitants, and they may
be said to be typical Missonrians as well us Amerieans.
Some might term them a bit old-fashioned, perhaps,
for although its gentlemen have canght a whiff of the
bievele craze, its ladies are yet innocent of the
bloomers and the ¢ wheeled horse;’” and yet the
latter understand how to arvange their hair in the latest
style, use six yards of silk in n dress sleeve, sing, dance,
lead a prayecr-meeting, preside over a society club,
ecommand and retain the respect of their male com-
panions, and rale their part of the nation, not with
scolding or the ballot box, but with that something
which is called s tact.”” In this way they appear sub-
missive, thereby making munkind happy, but at the
sume time have their way pretty much the same as all
other American women ; and last, but not least, they
ean teach their children, and personally keep their
homes in the good old-fashioned way. Be this woman
old-fashioned or otherwise, she is the typical woman
of Kennett and of Dunklin Counnty.

The men possess a large number of the good qual-
ities and a sprinkling of the less desiruble ones peeuliar
to both sexes and all nations, and are energetic, thrifty,
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law abiding, reverential, money-making and able,
regardless of calling. Irom the saloon man to the
doctor of divinity they arve always ready to go down
into their pockets every time their wives tell them
their town needs a new chureh, the widows and
orphans assistance, or any otlier charitable deed done.
These are the men who have given this town a four-
yvears’ “* boom * which has not yet reuched its zenith,

Rusipexce or T. E. Kixg, KENNETT.

These are the kind of men you will find in Ilennett and
all over Dunklin Connty. They are thoroughly awake
now and are determined to make their corner of
¢ Grand old Missouri,”” all that any other part of it
can be made.
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Two years ago Kennelt had a fire which almost:
swept out the south side of Main street, but the ashes
were scarcely more than cool uutil brick struetures as
good as any to be found outside of a city had replaced
those old frame buildings and the town was really the
gainer instead of the Joser thereby. It hus four
attractive churches and a $9,000 publie school building.
Over 400 scholurs are cnrolled and under the able
tutorage of A. B. Sloan, as principal, and Misses
Ida Morgan, Alma Stokes, Ada Summers and
Lemma Timberman, assistants. The term is nine
months,

The business of the town is of a substantial and
lasting kind and can only be exhuausted when the
county is depopulated. The 5th of September one of
Kennett’s cotton gins turned out the first bale of
cotton for this year, and since that time its gins, four
in number, have heen kept busy almost day and night,
and will continue their work for a maonth in the new
year of 1848. Three steam corn shellers will prepare
for market the surplus corn of at least the south end
of the county.

Tatum Bros., W. I. Sliclton, Jr. & Co., Levi Mer-
cantile Co., and B. Weil may be said to be the old
and permanent general slore companies although there
are others who do a good business.

To mention all of the general and faney grocery
companies, hardware and drug stores and other like
enterprises would be tedious : suffice it to say that it
has all these, with special delivery wagons, ete., fish,
game and cold storage warchouses, lumber yards,
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brick yards, ete. It has a nice new opera hall and a.
number of Lundsome brick business houses.

REsipENCE OF Mi. HUNTER, EENXETT.

The Silver Cornet Band has fine instruments, new
uniforms and makes fully as good music as any band
of its age in this part of the State.
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As to hotels, Kennett has three: The Commereinl
Hotel, presided over by Mrs. E. G. Slicer, who is an
all-round hotel woman; The Gatis House, which is a
general travelers’ home, and the Wyman [House, which
is the largest in town.

A live growing town ulways has a live growing
newspaper, and Kennett is fully up with the tintes in
this line; and has in the Dunklin DemocraT a most
able champion of Dunklin County and its eapital. It
is now in its new bhrick office in the Tatum Block.
Every subsecriber will receive this paper every week in
the year and always find something new in it, and this
is much more than can be said of many county papers.

Kennett’s people believe, and rightly, that they have
in Mr. E. P. Caruthers one of the most able editors in
the Southeast, and are never afraid to have their
county paper compared with any in this part of the
Stute, for after a close comparison one must think just
a litile more of the Dunklin Drxrocrar.

The Bank of Kennett has a nice building, a time
lock, burglar-proof safe, ete., and a capital stock of
$25,000. January 1, 1895, it had a deposit of nearly
$72,000. T. E. Buldwin is president, W. F. Shelton,
vice-president, and D. B. Pankey, cashier.

The town is in a good condition finaneinlly, it is out
of debt and the tuxes ure light. All the business houses,
churches, hotels, and the courthouse., as well as the
streets, are, without exceplion, lit by electricity.

Withia the last few yeurs there have heen a number
of valuable additions to the plot of Kennett; among
them are the Shelton, Baldwin and Bragg, and the

on!
]
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railroad companies additions. The lots have been
sold and houses erected at such a rapid rate that now
there are comparatively few vacant lots for sale.

Keunetl never has any vacant houses; one must
wateh and wait to get a house for amy purpose.
In America one may have a fair iden of the degree of
prosperily of a town or community by the character
of its residences; these speak well for IKennett.
Many of the new residences are in archilecture and
finish unsurpassed by any to be found in u towu of
its size. Among the handsomest are those of Judge
T. E. Baldwin, D. B. Pankeyv, J. F. Tatum, R. .
Jones, W. G. DBragg, and Mrs. Sturgis. The resi-
dences of Drs. Finney and Harrison are exceptionally
fine homes.

The St. Louis, Kenuett and Sounthern, and the
Kennett and Caruthersville Railroads are among the
most potent influences of the prosperily of Kennett.
They are doing an imwense business, and in a credit-
able manner for new roads. A.J, Keerfoot, the retir-
ing superintendent, has proved himself o thorough
business man of no mean ability, by his rapid mnaner
of bringing these roads up to their present standurd.
Louis B. Houck is the present superintendent, and
makes Kennett his headquurters.

These roads belong to the Houck Systeni, and will
no doubt be all that as enterprising a town as Kennett
could desire in the near future. Kennett will always
be a good town, surrounded as it is by fine farming
land, the most convenient shipping point for the
south and central portions of the county; the seat
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of one of the Lest counties in the State, the resources
of which are just being realized,— with moneyed
men to back it, it has everything to not only make it,
but keep it, & good town.

LULU.

Lulu post-ofiice was estublished in October, 1883,
and named by Judge E. J. Langdon, as he said *“in
honor of one of his old sweetheurts, who, by the by,
was oune of the most beautiful women T ever saw.”
Mr. J. T. Karnes was the firsl posimaster, who, when
the office was established, was running a small general
dry goods store at that point. As it was too far for the
farmers to go to either Cotion Plant, Senath or Cock-
rum for their mail, the office was a oreat eonvenience
to them as well as to My, Karnes. Lulu is now a busy
little village 17 miles from Kennett and in a fine belt
country. It has two general stores, a grist mill and
cotton gin. The business is run by J. M. Karnes and
J. M. Tucker; they buy and ship cattle, hogs, cotton,
corn, cggs aud other produce; in fact do an ** ull-
round '’ country merchant business, carrying a heavy
stock and selling an immense amount of goods. They
think theirs will be a good town when the Paragould
aud Southeastern Railroad is extended from Cardwell.
The large and substantial farm houses and other gen-
eral improvements tell their own story of fertile soil,
energetic farmers and their prosperity. A good
school six ov eight months in the year, a church house
in which two or three denominations preach, are near
by. This is a desirable loeality to buy land as it can
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be bought reasonsbly, aud there can scarcely be finer
land in this er any other county.

MALDEXN.

Malden, though comparatively a new town, is the
largest in Dunklin County. Its growth has been
phenomenal; in fact it has had a ¢ boom,”” extending
over fifteen consecutive years, and while there is a
slight calm after the storm of imumigration which has
poured into it, Malden is now, and by reason of lhe
fine agricultural resources surrounding it, must con-
tinue to be a thriving and prosperous town. Its
beginning was similav to other railroad towns, com-
mencing with the railroad cowmpany’s supply store,
officials’ and workmen’s residence, ete.

The citizens of Old Cotton Hill and its vieinity, and
men with money from other places, soon, however,
congregated here and speedily made 2 good town of
Malden. In 1877 the Little River Vulley and
Arkansas Railroad was extended from New Madrid to
Mualden, which was then the western terminus of that
road. This road, which was noder the direction of
Maj. George B. Clark, ran its first cars into Malden
in Febrnary, 1875. The town was laid ont by the
railroad company in 1877, the chief engineer being
Hou. Osear Kochtitzky; among his assistants were
G. Z. Loman, F. A. Smith and Geo. W. Peck.

Many were the comie sayings about this new road
when first built. It was a narrow-gaunge, and some
old citizen said its trains reminded him of a smull
¢« Dydapper Duck ’” by their downward and upward
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motions as they came into town over the cotton ridges.
Certniu]y its accommodations were crude, but it was
as good as the ordinary new road, and it was subse-
quently made a standard gauge and merged into the
Cotton Belt Route, and is now equal in every respeet
to the best roads in the South and West. It connects
at Paragould, Ark., with the main line of the Iron
Mountain, and at Joneshorough, Ark., with the Kansas
City and the Memphis road. The Delta branch, which
runs inte Malden from the north, connects at Delta,
Mo., with the Belmont branch of the Iron Mountain,
thus giving Malden a direet line to St. Louis and all
Northern points.

These roads are known as the St. Louis South-
western Railway, Cotton Belt Route, and it seems
almost neediess to say they have been nnmong the most
potent influences in the progress of the ¢¢ Queen City ™’
of Dunklin County.

Malden is situated about five miles from the north
line of this county, neav the line between Dunklin
and New Madrid counties, in a very fine agricultural
country. It is essentinlly a Missouri town, and has
one of the finest public school buildings in Southeast
Missouri, suwrrounded by a splendid grove of forest
trees. This school has a very large attendance of
pupils, and, during this winter of 1895-96, is under
the able management of W. C. Caulerbury, prineipal,
and Miss Annie Stuart, Miss Vara Waltrip, Miss
Minnie Price, Miss Mayme Hughes and Miss Williford,
assistants.

Tive church buildings is the number in this Mis-
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souri town of 2,000 inhabitants; they ave owned by
the Methodist, Buptist, Presbyterian, Christian and
Catholics, and are all a credil to a town of its size.

-Hign Scnoorn, MaALDEX,
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Besides these it has an Opera and Music [all, several
handsome brick business bouses, and us wmany sub-
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stantial and pretty residences as may be found in this
part of the State.

One of the largest enterprises of Malden at present
is the Heading or Stave Factory. Tle plant covers
about ten acres of ground, is lighted by electricity
and has a cupacity of 4,000 sets per day. It gives
employment to about 140 hands and has a pay-voll of
$1,000 per week. During the year of 1895 this
Heading Factory received 350 cars of rough malerial,
and forwarded 1,000 cars of finished work.

The large amount of white-ouk and other valuable
timber around Malden is rapidly being put on the
market, thus affording the farmers a home market
for their surplus timber. This is cerlainly an enter-
prise of which any town might be proud. This fuc-
tory runs at its full capacity day and night, and to
fully rvealize its importance and magnitude one should
sce the hundreds of loads of timber on its grounds
with more avriving duily, and the large amount put
forward for shipment each week.

Other enterprises of this enterprising town are: R.
A. Behymer, manufacturer of all kinds of rough and
dressed cypress lumber, shingles, lath, ete.; The
AMalden Machine Works, 1. H. Walson, proprietor;
Malden Corn Co., G. W. Peck, proprietor; and a
Cotton Compress which turns out the latest round
cotton bules, established by Sexton Merchandise Co.
of Mulden, and Jerome Hill Cotton Co. of St
Louis, Mo.

The principal business firms are: Levi Mercantile
'Co., T. C. Stokes & Co., Allen Store Co., Sexton
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Merchandise Co., T. C. Buford & Co., Kauffmau
Bros., and Cox & Bohlcke, general merchants; H.
Bohleke Furniture Store; More Drug Co., and H. P.
Kinsolving, drugs; M. Clem, M. Fly & Co., and
John P. Allen, groceries.

To mention all of the miscellaneous and smaller
enterprises would call for more space than has been
allotted to Malden, and it goes without saying that
every live Missouri town has or is fast gaining its
own marble works, undertakers, music emporiums,
news stands, publie libraries, real estate companies,
saw mills, and many more misceilaneous enterprises.
Malden has its share of all these, and more, for besides
being the largest watermelon shipping town in the
county, it is also a large shipper of corn, cotton and
other produce, and has a number of cotton gins, steam
corn shellers; warehouses and cold storages, for it
ships considerable fish and game.

Dunklin County Bank, of which H. P. Kinsolving is
president, and W. J. Davis, eashier, is finaucially in
good condition, and has withstood the late finuncial
depression of the country without inconvenience. It
has a eapital stock of $15,000 and an aggregate deposit
ol $31,584.32.

Malden has two good papers, the < Dunklin County
News,” edited by C. M. Edwarda, and referred to else-
where in this volume, and the ¢ Dunklin County Reg-
ister,”” recently established by L&, G. Henderson, lately
of the * Evening Shade,” Arkansas. This paper is
bright, newsy, and bids fair to be an honor to even as
thriving and energetic a town as Malden. Both of
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these papers are issued weekly and are in politics
Demoeratice.

The Rapp House is the principal hotel and'is well
and fuvorably known to the traveling public. Another

Rare Horor, MALDEXN,

is the Spooner House, which is well known aed is the
oldest hotel in town,

Malden is easily the melropolis of the north end of
this county. Kennett striving for melropolitan honors
bas stimulated Malden to put forth every effort to
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retuin the erown of honors accorded her several years
ago us the ¢ Queeu City 7 of Dunklin County.

In the past two years she has built ehurches, busi-
ness houses, handsome vesidences and modest cottages,
which hus attracted many strangers to her; she has
also joined to her town-plat several handsome addi-
tions. One of the largest and preftiest iz that of
Spoonerville, whicl is itself a nice little town.

A few years ago the husiness of this town was of a
somewhat different character to that of the present.
Its first merchants, who were James Gregory, Juckson
& Erlich, Wm. M. IHarkey, Sisel & Plant, and later
on, J. 8. Levi & Co., Squires & Lasswell, Decker &
Co., Gregory & Gardner, Davis & Co., Mr. Yearwood
and Wm. Bridges, general merchunts, and O. M. Wal-
lage, hardware and furniture, Malden Stove aud Ini-
plemeni Store, and E. Mayes & Co., G. T. Vancleve
and Dr. . M. Wilkins, drugs, musl certainly bave
reaped some of the henecfils of ¥ red letter days " in
Mulden.

A busy day meunt that farmers from all over this
county, Green and Mississippi counties of Arkansas,
were in town with hundreds of bales of cotfon, and
mueh olher produce, which was practically changed
for the wures of these merchante. It then shipped
mote produce and sold more goods than all otiter
towns of the county combined. Its coiton gins, five
or six in number, were during the cotton season kept
busy almost day and night, and its planing mills,
corn mills and granavies, were equally so. One of
these planing wills was operated by H. B. Spooner,
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who, with the assistance of Wm. M. Satterfield,
started the wmachinery to work in 1883. Now her
factories, eotton compress, and other enterprises, have
obviated the necessity of smaller affairs, and while
she does not sway so large a scope of country, that
immediately surrounding her is much better devel-
oped, more thickly populated and the vulue of the
timber and surrounding soil is just being appreciated.
The farmers ave turning their attention somewhat
from eolton, and raise more corn, walermelons,
poultry, eges, cattle and hogs.

The soil snrrounding this town is particularly well
adapted to the vraising of small fruit and garden
vegeiables, such ug tomatoes, corn, beans, cabhbuge,
ete., and a canning factory is an enterprise whieh it
is anticipating, and one which could certainly get
plenty of food from the surrounding country.

The people of Malden are genuine Missourians and
Danklinites, and are prond of the State, county and
town to which they belong. When it is remembered
that the first white settler of Dunklin County located
but sixty years ago near Malden, on what was then an
Indian hunting-ground, where the ax of the woodman
had never been beard, where the buflalo, elk, wild ox,
bear, wolf and smaller animals were as plentiful as
squirrels and rabbits to-duy; where the plow of the
farmer had not penctrated even so mueh as an inch of
soil, and that Malden itself had not been dreamed of
twenty years ago, it isat once understood that Malden,
as one of the youngest towns jn one of the youngest
counties in the ** Grand Old Iron State,’”” deserves
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the honor to be known as the Queen City of Dunklin
County. It wonld not seem too much to say that
Malden is one of the very hest first-class cities in
Missouri for its age. The towu which reaches the
standard of this city —builds the churches, schools,
public halls, brick business houses, comfortable homes,
attracts important enterprises to its limits, organizes
banks, liys out aud hizproves nice parks, in less than
twenty yeuars, as Mulden has done, and yet maintains
a solid foancial cowdition ~— must certainly be a
s¢ hustler,”” and have the livest of live American
peaple.

NESBIT.

Nesbit is in the Harkey neighborhood and has
grown out of a country slore, cotion gin, grist
mill,ete., established by Mr. Hurkey, commonly spoken
of as ¢ Nug’' Harkey. The young men of the
neighborhood at first jocularly called it ¢ Need More,”
and by this name it was khown for a few years. In
1885 T. R. Neel opened a general store in the Harkey
house. Mr. Harkey having discontinued his business,
Mr. Neel established a post-office which he called in
honor of Mr. Nisbit of the firm of McKay, Nishit &
Co., Evansville, Indiana. After running the business
fora while Mr. Neel took for a partner T. J. Douglass;
they built a large business house, and for a time did
an immense business, but subsequently Mr. Douglass
drew out of the irm and later Mr. Neel sold.out to
McKay, Nisbit & Co. J. I'. Smyth managed the busi-
ness for them for about one year and then bought
their interest. Ieran a general store until May, 1895,
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when he removed to Caruthersviile, Pewiscot County,
Missouri. At present A. II. Short is postmaster and
keeps a very nicely selected aud fresh line of
groceries.

Judge J. H. Harkey operates at this place a grist mill
and cotton gin and does ahout the best business in his
line in that part of the county. Huarkey Chapel
church is one of thec meatest in the county and the
number of its members is lwrge. A weekly prayer
meeting, Epworth League, singing and Sunday-
school are ‘¢ ever green’’ in this neighborticod and
the morals of its people are the best. Its young people
are noted for their sobriety, industry and intelligence,
and its elderly people for their commenduble exem-
plary ‘lives. This people suceeceded in getting the
parsonage of Grand Prairvie Cireuit, M. E. €. 8.,
located at Neshit, and when it is compleled it will be a
pretty preacher’s home. A good six or eight months
school is usually taught in the school building one-
half mile distant.,

SENATH.

The posi-office of Senath' was established in the
spring of 1882 at the residence of A. W. Douglass
and wamed in honor of his wife, Mrs. Senath Hale
Douglass.

Robert W. Baird was the first postmaster and served
in that eapaeity for several years. In July of 13889,
the office was moved to the pleasuntly situated town
of Senath. From this date Senath began to put on the
tangible appearance of s village. Itslocation in Salem
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Township on Horse Island is a good one, being ten
miles from Kennett, the county seat, and on high land,
drained on one side by Honey Cypress, and on the
other by Buffulo Creek. Fine furms surround it on
all sides, and they are owned by an industrious and
thrifty class of farmers.

At present there is in Senath three general stores
conducted respeciively by DBaird, Satterfield & Co.,
R. M. Bone & Co., and J. I. Cancer. Alldo an exten-
sive busiuess furnishing the fine country around them
with genernl supplies. There is one barber shop and
J. I. Caneer accommodates the Lraveling publie.

Two colton gins and grist milis and a blacksmith
find plenty of work to keep them fairly busy.

Dr. R. W. Baird is the oldest and leading physi-
cian; Dr. W. W. White also hus a good practice, and
Dr. Burks has only been in the county a short time.
Miss Hulda Douglass is a notary public, and is the
only woman in the county holding that oflice. Two
churches, and one of the neatest little schoolhouses
in the counly, are conveniently silunted.

Usually a live Sunday-school is kept up in at least
one of these churches. Miss Hulda Douglass is, in
i way, a leader and chaperon for the young set and
children; this i3 evidenced by their superior manners
and morals.

The day school at this place his turned out sonte of
the hrightest young people in the county, who are
now themselves teaching. The whole distriet takes
pride in the publie school, and cheerfully supports an
eight months’ term,
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The prineipal products sold at Senath ave colton,
corn, cattle, hogs, poultry, eggs, butter, beeswax,
furs, ete.

The business men ave all wide-nwake, up with the
times, and own good lands and other property, thus
making a substantial basis for their merchaudising.
The town is making a firm and substantial growth.

YVALLEY LRIDGE.

This is @ post-village on Crawley's Ridge, in the
northwest part of the county. It was established and
named by Oxley, who came Lo the county in 1875 and
made a homestead entry on his present home. He
first established a grain store, afterward adding a
general store.  The name Valley Ridge was given to
the post-oflicc becanse of the peculiarities of the
ridge land; it is as rich and productive as the valley
land and nearly every hill can be tilled. Corn, oats,
wheat, ete., all kind of grasses are grown here, and
the ridge cannot be excelled for fruit.

The many *¢ well-to-do”” farmers and fine farms
along this ridge testify to its being a most desirable
place in whieh to live. The Loue Spring on Beech Hill
in front of the Will Zebra place is perhaps the best
known spring, but there are a number of sulphur and
other mineral springs among these hills. There arc
some signs of lead and some claim of silver and gold
to be found here, but these hills are for the most
part entirely unexplored, excepting those that are in
actual cultivation.

W. J. Oxley & Co. run a general stove. M
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Oxley, of this firm, has been postmaster ever since the
office has been estublished. It has a daily mail system.

Rush Creek schoolhouse and Bethany General
Buptist chnvehes are the places of worship uear here.
Among the old families ulong the vidge are the Jumes
Faughn, Iigginbotham, Vineent, Dr. Jacob Snider,
Lacy, Whitehead, J. P. Stewart, Green Tuecker, Ben
Hopkins, Harper und Guunells.

VINCET..

George W. Maharg was the founder of this post-
village. He first opened a store near the old Pell’s
gin; later he removed o the present site of Vincet
and did a general merchandise business for several
years, but finally discontinued business and went to
Kennett, where he died a few yeurs since.  The post-
office is now kept in the store of James Rogers. It is
on the bunk of Buflule Creek, at the poiut where the
levee erpsses, leading north to Keunnett, and is five
miles south of that town.

It has a new saw mill to cut up the eypress and
other heavy timbev along the cereek, and a cotton gin
and grist mill.  The Old Shady Grove Baptist Church
and the new schoolhouse are within a distance of a
half mile. Vinecet is-at the head of a five-mile scope
of ihe richest and most productive land in the county,
which is also high and beautiful.

WHITE QAKR.

This is a stution on the St. Louis, Kenuett &
Southern Railroad, and sells goods to, and handles
14
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the U. 8. mails for, about the same farmers as did once
the old post-office at Shumache. White Qalk, like
many of the other little pluces in the county, ig small
and insignificant within itself, but around it is a pros
perous country, set with good farm-houses, neat
churches and comfortable public school buildings.
The people are industrious, intelligent and independ-
ent livers, who raise something to spare every year.
White Onk gets its share of trade and shipments.

WRIGHTSVILLE,

This is a little post-village uorthwest of Clarkton
about four miles. The Wright brothers founded and
named. it, and Lkeep the post-office in their store.
They also run, in connection with their stove, a cotton
gin and grist mill. Near by is a blacksmith shop,
good schooihouse and chuich. Around here are mahy
nice farms and old ¢ well-to-do”” families. Among
them might be mentioned Judge Baker, Whitaker, of
ihe Whitaker nursery; W. H. Shelton, late judge of
the first district.

CHAPTER XIL

POLITICS, ETC.

Dunklin County has always been largely Demo-
cratic. Lifteen years ago there wuas scarcely more
than a dozen Republican voters in the entire county.
Since then, however, much of the emigration has been
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from the North and East, a considerable number being
Republican in  politics. At the regular November
election in 1894, the following votes were polled at
the various voting precinets :—

Demo- Repub- Peoples

crat. lican. Party.

Liberty............ WD 41 19 0
LR, roammmsss e R A 26 6 5
Somatlves = siiseesn s sehe e -0 134 63 2
Hornersville............. T— G6 8 1
Cotton Plant.... ... KA . 109 40 1
Rienneieg ieasmats dhan s, 319 87 4
Sumach... .. e . 22 6 -
Haleomb . ...... ..o .. ..., . 153 111 36
Clarkton ... .... W L T 103 16 13
Vel luteniill fehivg § pisinimaitd o g 45 69 27 1
Campbell ................. PO 1 154 2
LT T — W 2K 24, ..
Maldenl. soicemive swrdvnm ey D57 158 15
Totals.. .... VEs & Tk aneel] g 4T3 719 80

Total number of votes cust being 2,272,

This, however, must not he considered as the full
number of legal voters i Dunklin County, as at the
Democratic primary election of August 11, 1894, the
vote for C. O. Hoffman, candidate for probate judge,
with no opponent, stood — Kennett, 540; Sumach,
91; Cotton Plant, 194 ; Hornersville, 160 ; Lulu, 41;
Senath, 209 ; Liberty, 56 ; Hualeomb, 189; Clarkton,
153; Wrightsville, 85 ; Campbell, 168 ; Valley Ridge
30; Malden, 355; total, 2,232. As will be seen from
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these figuves the Democratic party alone polled nearly
as many votes in August, 1894, as did the three par-
ties in November of the same year. The fact is that
while the other parties turned out on the regulur elec-
tion day, a large number of Democrats remained at

ResipexCeE OF Jamus F, TaTum.

home. Tiiis county has, and should poll no less than
3,000 votes in November, 1896.

The Demoeratic Central Committee is composed of
W. F. Shelton, chairman; R. 8. Chapman, Isasc
Wise, Wm. R. Satterfield, W. Blukemore, Harrison
Foley, I'. A. Maze, L. McCutchen, and 0. 8. Harrison,
secretary.
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The Republican Central Committee consists at pres
sent of . P. Kinsolving, chaivman; H. A. Gardner,
J. W. Redding, J. C. D. Towsen, A. Isnacs, J. P. Gist,
H. W. Austin, J. R. Pool, and W. S. Gardner, secre-
tary.

The Peoples Party Committee conld not all he
aseertained, but W. P. Baird is chairman, and Frank
Moore, secretary.

LEXFORTS.

A few of the exports for 1894 were: Cattle, 837 ;
hogs, 1,042; corn, bushels, 11,700; game, pounds,
16,471, 6,075 ; eggs, dozens, 50,970 ; feathers, pounds,
2,398 ; coaperage, cars, 169 ; lumber, feet, 10,395,000
horses and wules, 480; mixed stock, cars, 18; melons,
cavs, 325 ; fish,pounds, 792,400 ; tullow, pounds, 4,327 ;
poultry, pounds, 66,978; hides, pounds, 29,909 ; logs,
feet, 490,000; beeswax, pounds, 987. This, for a
county which hus been organized but fifty years, is a
good showing; and is put below the average, as the
average colton crop is about 15,000 bules. Theu the
cotton seed, stave, ears, cross-ties, strawberries, of
which one man raised about 500 crates, eorn meal,
flour barrels, and nursery stock, are not enumerated
at all.  This county has two good nursery farms. The
Whitaker and Stanley & Pollock; one of these hilled
for delivery in one week in 1893, 8,952 trees.

The valuation of taxable property in Dunklin
County is $3,000,000. The rate of taxation is eighty-
five per cent, exclusive of the special tax of twenty
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cents voted for the purpose of building the Court
House. The bonds issued in 1891 for this purpose
will all be paid in 1896. It will be seen that Dunklin
hus about the lowest tax rate of any county in the
State of Missouri.

This favorable state of the finaneial affuirs of the
county is undoubtedly a greal compliment to its
officials, whose sagacity and wise nse of the public
money in the past few years has helped to bring this
about,

The Lone Pine Tree in Dunklin County is about
one mile south of Halcomb. IHow it came here or
what is its age is nnknown.

Pine'is not a growth of this county, but there might.
have been pine here before the earthquakes of 1811-
12. The tree looked much the same many years ago
as now, and little is known abont it, except that its
boughs have often sheltered the noted desperado,
Jobn A. Murrell, and his elans.

In 1849, ’50 and ’51 this tree was headguarters in
this county of this clan. Murrell made his raide
through this county at stated intervals, and his allies,
some of whom were located in this county, met him
under the Lione Iinc.

The tree was also a noted landmark of the Indians
and early hunters in these parls.
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