
CHAPTER XXXIX

SOME BIOGRAPHIES
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—Placide DeLassus—James R. McCormack—Milton P. Cayce—Gustavus St. Gem—
Charles S. Heetich— M. L. Clardy— Marshall Arnold — James P. Walker — N. B.

Henry—F. P. Graves—Firmin Desloge.

A separate volume of this history is given

to the biographies of men and women who

have had to do with making history in this

part of the state. It is concerned largely with

those who are still in active life. A few men

whose work has ended, and a few who for spe-

cial reasons have been prominently connected

with the development of Southeast Missouri

by reason of official or business relations, are

mentioned in the following pages. The list

includes only those connected with the his-

tory of the period since the war. Others who

were active before that time have been dis-

cussed in other sections of this work.

Perhaps Southeast Missouri owes more to

Louis Houck, of Cape Girardeau, than to any

other one of its citizens for it was due to his

energj' and ability that this section of the

state was supplied with railroad facilities.

The impulse toward development given by

the network of railroads constructed by him

has had a remarkable influence in building up

the country and in causing the construction

of other lines and systems of railroads. Mr.

Houck is a native of Illinois and is now sev-

enty-one years of age. His early life was

spent in Illinois and part of it in his father's

printing office. He received two years ' train-

ing at the University of Wisconsin and then

published a paper for a time, but later began

the study of law in 1862 in the office of Wil-

liam H. Underwood. Until 1868 he practiced

law at Belleville and in that year removed to

St. Louis and became assistant United States

attorney under General John W. Noble. He

became a resident of Cape Girardeau in 1869,

engaging in the general practice of law until

1881. Mr. Houck became known as one of

the most active and resourceful attorneys in

Southeast Missouri. He was a diligent stu-

dent and a man of unlimited energy. In ad-

dition to his work as a practitioner he pub-

lished a number of legal texts and was also

the editor of the 15th volume of Missouri Re-

ports.

Although his profession had absorbed hisi

energy to a considerable extent and although
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111' found himself amply fitted for its work,

Ml-, riouck turned to other fields of labor. He
1 1 ,1(1 become interested in the resources of this

s. ction of the state and determined to begin

till' building of railroads. From 1881 up to

till' present time he has been engaged in this

work. In the chapter on railroads an account

is given of his activities. Southeast Missouri

uwfS to him, however, more than simply a

(lilit for railroad building. It is due as much
til his ability as a writer as to any other one

III use that the resources and opportunities

lit Southeast ]\Iissouri have been made known
to the state at large. Numbers of articles

li;i\e been contributed by him to papers and

iiiiiuazines in which he has set out with force

anil skill the situation actually existing in

this part of the state. During all the years

ol' his active life here he has given most in-

ti'lligent attention to collecting material re-

luting to the history of the state. His private

liliiary is one of the best and largest in ilis-

siiuri and in spite of the numerous oecupa-

timis which have engaged him, he has devoted

himself to the preparation of an adequate ac-

II Hint of the early days in ilissouri. His his-

tiir,\- of Missouri from the earliest time to the

fnriiiatiou of the state government is a mouu-

! mental work which represents years of study,

I
the accumulation of a great deal of material,

I

and the expenditure of large sums of money.

I It is not a mere composition from second-hand

iiiitliorities but has resulted from patient in-

iiuiry into sources of early history. A com-

I

panion work. The Spanish Regime, is an ac-

1 count of the Spanish rule, containing transla-

tiiius of all the old documents relating to the

iiii\iTnment of ilissouri during the Spanish

prriod, many of these having never before

111 in translated.

I

It is doubtful, however, if the great work

'which Mr. Houck has wrought both as a rail-

road builder and as a student of histoiy out-

weighs his service to the state as a regent of

the State Nonnal School at Cape Girardeau.

For more than a quarter of a century he has

been president of the Board of Regents and

during that time has been active and untir-

ing in his work for that great institution. To
hini perhaps, more than to any other one man
is due the credit for its buildings and con-

tinued growth. He has given it the best serv-

ice of his life and his wide experience, his

untiring energy and the respect and confi-

dence in which he is held by a large circle of

acquaintances throughout the state have en-

abled him to secure a consideration for the

claims of the school not possible otherwise to

be obtained.

Lownes H. Davis was born at Jackson De-

cember 14, 1836. He received a good educa-

tion, being graduated at Yale College in 1860,

and at the Louisville Law School in 1863.

After his graduation he began the practice of

law at Jackson, and in 1868 was elected pros-

ecuting attorney, serving for four years. Later

he was a member of the State Legislature and

in 1878 was elected to the 46th Congress and

was twice reelected. He is a Democrat and

recognized by his associates as a man of abil-

ity and uprightness of character.

Robert H. Whitelaw is a native of Virginia,

coming to Cape Girardeau with his parents

in 1862. He was educated in the public

schools and in the law school of the Univer-

sity of ilichigan. He began the practice of

law at Cape Girardeau and in a short time

became interested in politics. He was prose-

cuting attorney of Cape Girardeau from 1874

to 1878, and from 1881 to 1885 was a repre-

sentative in the general assembly. In 1890

he was elected to congress serving one term
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and then returning to Cape Girardeau to take

up the practice of law. Since 1899 he has

been city attorney of Cape Girardeau.

William B. Wilson was born near Apple-

ton, January 12, 1831, his family having been

residents of Cape Girardeau county since

1808. Dr. Wilson was educated in private

schools and in the medical school of the Uni-

versity of New York, from which he gradu-

ated in 1852. After his graduation he be-

gan the practice of medicine in Cape Girar-

deau and continued it until his death in Oc-

tober, 1900. He was a very prominent citi-

zen of Cape Girardeau and was well known
especially for his connection with the Masonic

order, in which he held high rank. He was

regarded as a very upright and able man and

while never engaging in politics, held a num-
ber of positions, having been a member of the

council, school director, and member of the

board of regents of the State Normal School.

Judge John W. Emerson, a native of New
England, came to Missouri as a millwright ; he

made his home in Arcadia and after a time be-

gan the study of law with Judge Pipkin ; after

his admission to the bar he became a very

successful lawyer. He was a soldier during

the war and at its close was appointed a judge

of the 15th judicial circuit, serving for only

a short time, however. Judge Emerson was

not only a good lawyer but possessed consid-

erable literary ability, having written several

poems and a number of essays and addresses.

His former home in Arcadia is one of the most

beautiful places in Missouri and it was under

a tree at this place that Grant received his

commission as a brigadier general.

The troublesome period of the Civil war and

the times immediately following it produced

a number of men whose names became widely

known on account of their exploits as leaders

of bands, sometimes of soldiers and sometimes

of guerrillas. No man in Southeast Missouri

achieved a wider reputation of this sort than

Samuel S. Hildebrand, who was a member of

a pioneer family of Missouri, the Hildebrands

being some of the earliest settlers of Jeffer-

son county. At the time of the breaking out

of the war a brother of Samuel Hildebrand,

named Frank, was hanged by a vigilance

committee in Ste. Genevieve county. This

and other wrongs stirred the sense of injus-

tice in Hildebrand and he set out to achieve

a desperate revenge. The men who were in-

stramental in hanging his brother Frank,

were shot and killed one after another. He
took part in the war on the southern side and

became very famous on account of his oper-

ations; he held a major's commission in the

Missouri State Guard, issued by General Jeff

Thompson. At the close of the war he con-

tinued his depredations and finally left Mis-

souri and made his way to Arkansas and then

to Texas. His later history is in doubt ; some

say he became a resident of Illinois where he

was killed, other accounts have it that he is

still living. Hildebrand was tall, rawboned

with high cheek bones, a pallid complexion

and blue eyes that were cold and expression-

less. He was a man who probably had no

fear, possessed great determination and was a

most excellent marksman. He became thor-

oughly acquainted with the country in which

he operated and possessed some of the Indian

ability to know the country and to make his

way about it from one place to another. There

is a cave on Big river near the north line of

St. Francois county, known as Hildebrand 's

cave; its entrance is about 40 feet above the

head of the stream and it can be approached

by only one man at a time. It is said that
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llildebrand made this cave his headquarters

;i1 various times, especially on one occasion

«iii'U he was recovering from a gun shot

wound.

Sanuiel Byrns, a native of Jefferson county,

w ;!s born March 4, 1848. He was reared on the

I.I 1111, received a good English education, stud-

ir,l law, was admitted to the bar and began

i1m> practice of his profession at Hillsboro.

l\r soon became known as a good lawyer, es-

tiiMished a practice, and took an active part

ill politics. In 1876 he was a presidential

clrctor and cast a vote for Tildeu and Hen-

dricks. In 1877 he was a member of the

liiiuse of representatives of the legislature.

Ill 1878 he became a member of the senate

I

anil served four years. He was a member of

'

till' Democratic state committee from 1886 to

1SS8. and in the latter year was again a presi-

dential elector, voting for Cleveland. He be-

came a member of congress in 1890 and served

;
with distinction. At the close of his first term

I he returned to the practice of law. He was

always interested in public affairs and a lead-

iim' figure in everything looking to the up-

I building of the community.

Henjamin Benson Gaboon was born in 1846,

in Delaware. After receiving a common
' school education and being admitted to the

I

practice of law in the District of Columbia,

hi' came to Predericktown in 1868. Shortly

alter his arrival he was married to Miss Bell

j

LeCompte of Ste. Genevieve, who was a mem-

ber of one of the old French families of Mis-

siniri. Mr. Gaboon built up a large law prac-

tire and was soon recognized as one of the

leading attorneys in Madison county. He
was elected prosecuting attorney in 1870, but

after the close of his term he declined to be-

come a candidate for any other office. He has

always been interested in party movements,

being a Republican but is a man of liberal

views. It was due in part to his work that

the liberal movement in Missouri to enfran-

chise former Confederate soldiers was success-

ful. One of his interests is in connection with

the development of water transportation and

the improvement of the Mississippi river.

James D. Fox was born in ^Madison county

January 23, 1847.
' He was educated in the

common schools at Fredericktown and at St.

Louis Universit.v, was admitted to the bar in

1866, and began the practice of law at Fred-

ericktown. He came to be known as a good

lawyer and established a large practice. He
was elected judge of the 27th judicial circuit

in 1880, and held the position until 1904,

when he was elected a member of the supreme

court, a position which he still holds. Mr.

Fox is a Democrat.

Joseph J. Russell, of Charleston, Missouri,

was born August 23, 1854, and is a native

of ^Mississippi county. His grandfather,

James A. Russell, came to iMississippi county

from Maryland in 1836. Joseph J. Russell

was reared on a farm and attended a country

school ; at the age of nineteen he began to

teach and continued his education at the

Charleston Academy. In 1876, after having

studied law in the office of Moore and

Hatcher, he was admitted to the bar and was

aftei-ward graduated from the law depart-

ment of the University of Missouri. He was

successful in the practice of law from the be-

ginning and acquired a large and valuable

practice. Mr. Russell was school commis-

sioner of Mississippi county for two years and

prosecuting attorney from 1880 to 1884. In

1884 he was a presidential elector on the Dem-

ocratic ticket and in 1886 he was a representa-
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tive from Mississippi county in the general

assembly of the state and served as speaker

of the house. In 1900 he was elected to con-

gress as a representative of the 14th congres-

sional district and was again elected to the

same position in 1910. He has won for him-

self a place in congress by his ability and

close attention to the duties of his position.

He is held in high esteem by those who know

him well and is regarded as one of the ablest

men in this part of the state.

One of the pioneer families of Southeast

Missouri is the Deal family. The oldest one

of this family to live in this part of the state

was Colonel H. J. Deal, who was born in

Pennsjdvania in 1829. He learned the tan-

ner's trade and worked at this until he was

nineteen years of age when he went west. At

first he was employed for a time in Famiing-

ton, Iowa, then for two years he lived in St.

Louis. In 1856, after his marriage, he came

to Charleston in Mississippi county. At first

he engaged in the business of building levees

and digging ditches, but in 1857 he took a

contract for building the Cairo & Fulton

Railroad. At the breaking out of the war he

had finished building twenty-seven miles of

this road, but nothing further was done in

contract work during the war. The repre-

sentative in congress from this district at that

time was Robert A. Hatcher, who resigned

his position, however, and attached himself

to the fortunes of the South. Mr. Deal was

elected to succeed him ; he served for one year

and then became a member of the state sen-

ate. In 1868 he was elected representative

from ^Mississippi county in the legislature,

and was later re-elected for another term.

During the war Colonel Deal was ap-

pointed by the governor to enlist men in a

number of counties in Southeast Missouri ; he

was given the rank of colonel of enrolled

militia and served in the capacity of a re-

cruiting officer during the war. On the close

of the war Colonel Deal once more took up
his former work of contracting. In 1866 he

began the work of building fifty miles of the

St. Louis & Iron Mountain Railroad; this

work he completed within a year. In 1867

he finished up the work of the Cairo & Ful-

ton Railroad to Poplar BlufE. In 1881 he took

a contract for building one hundred and ten

miles of the St. Louis, Arkansas & Texas Rail-

road, which he completed in 1882 ; after that

time he turned his attention to farming and

stock raising. He secured large tracts of laud

in Mississippi county which became verj' val-

uable and up to the end of his life he was in-

terested in farming in all of its branches.

Colonel Deal was a public spirited citizen and

always interested in whatever work was to be

done for the improvement of his community

and his county ; his interest was manifested on

more than one occasion by building public

roads at his own expense.

In 1806 Absalom McElmurry, a native of

Kentucky, moved from that state to South-

east ^Missouri. In a short time he removed to

Little Rock, Arkansas, but returned to IMis-

sissippi county, Missouri, in 181.3. He was

the fii"st judge of the county, being appointed

in 1843. His eldest son, Thomas S. McEl-

muriy, was born near Charleston, in 1815 ; he

was reared on the farm and attended the

public schools in the vicinity. After becom-

ing a man, he interested himself in politics

and held a number of offices in the county, at

one time he was interested in the mercantile

business, but during the latter part of his

life he devoted himself to farming. Judge

McElmurry lived to a great age and was one

of the best known citizens of the county. He
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liad an uirasual experience in that he lived

ill a territory imder the Federal government,

miller the Confederate government and in

tlirce different counties and yet all the time

(III the same farm.

The Dawson family has been for many
> r.irs one of the most prominent in New Mad-
iiil county. Dr. Robert D. Dawson, a native

111' .Maryland, who came to New Madrid coun-

ty in 1800, was the founder of the family in

^lissouri. He was one of the most prominent

ritizens in this part of the state. William

Dawson is his grandson; he was educated in

llii' Christian Brothers College of St. Louis.

A Iter some experience as a teacher he was ad-

mitted to the practice of law and engaged in

till' practice in New Madrid. He was elected

slii'rifif in 1870, and re-elected in 1872, he then

sirved three terms in the legislature, and in

]'^S4 was elected to congress as a representJi-

tive of the Fourteenth Congressional district.

Mv. Dawson is a Democrat and holds the es-

teem of those who are acquainted with him.

( )ne of the most prominent citizens of New
;\hKlrid county was Joseph Hunter. He was

a native of Scott county, a son of Hon. Abra-

liam Hunter, he was born in 1823, coming to

Xe\v Madrid in 1843. His second wife was
Kli/.abeth Russell of Cape Girardeau county,

a member of one of the pioneer families of

tliat county. Mr. Hunter was engaged in

farming until the breaking out of the Civil

]wai-, when he joined the Second Missouri Cav-

alry and served until its close. He then re-

tui'ned to New Madrid county, where he re-

sided until his death. His descendants are

liriiininent in the county until this time.

John A. Mott was a native of Kentucky
and came to New Madrid in 1852. He was

born in 1826 and grew to manhood in Hick-

man, Kentucky, spending his youth in school

and in his father's store. In 1850 he went

to California and spent two years in the min-

ing region returning to New Madrid in 1852.

For several years he was engaged in the mer-

cantile business and as an employee of the

American Express Company and also as a

farmer. In 1858 he was appointed clerk and

recorder of the circuit court, a position which

he held for more than thirty-five years. He
died in 1908.

In 1848 Robert A. Hatcher came to New
Madrid and took a position as clerk on the

steamer Selma; within a short period, how-

ever, the boat was sold for debt and Mr.

Hatcher began the study of law with William

S. Moseley, who had been the captain of the

Selma. He was a man who made friends rap-

idly and had a turn for political life as is

shown by the fact that two years after com-

ing to New iladrid he was elected representa-

tive in the legislature. After serving one

tenn he resigned and engaged in the mercan-

til business with D. V. LeSieur ; he found this

employment uncongenial, however, and sold

out his business and began the practice of his

profession. He was very successful and es-

tablished a good practice. During the war
Mr. Hatcher's sympathies were with the South

and he became a member of the Confederate

congress. At the close of the war he returned

to the practice of law at New iladrid until his

election to congress in 1872, a place he held

for four years. In 1877 he removed to

Charleston Avhere he lived until the time of

his death.

One of the women who during this period

of our history exercised a good influence on

affairs, was Eliza A. Carleton. She was born
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in Montgomery county, Virginia, in 1826. She

received a common school education in Vir-

ginia and was afterwards sent to school in

South Bend, Indiana. She came to Missouri

with her gi'andfather and in the spring of

1843 began her work as a teacher. This was

in district No. 31, at Hickory Cabin school-

house in Perry township, St. Francis county.

Miss Carleton received $3.00 in trade or $2.00

in cash for each pupil taught. With the pro-

ceeds of her teaching she attended Arcadia

College and was graduated with the degree

Master of Arts. Miss Carleton was a teacher

at heart, and after her graduation contin-

ued the work. She was impressed with the

necessity of some further opportunities for

education than were offered then to the youth

of Southeast Missouri. Being a woman of

initiative and development, Miss Carleton de-

termined to build such a school herself. Ac-

cordingly, in April, 1854, she opened a school

eight miles north of Farmington, under the

name of Carleton Institute, it being so called

in honor of her father. About thirty pupils

attended this school which was incorporated

by an act of the legislature, March 4, 1859.

To the work of this institution she gave her

entire time and attention. In 1878 this school

was moved to Farmington where was erected

a large and commodious brick building in the

midst of attractive surroundings. Up till her

death Miss Carleton remained in close eon-

. nection with the school and lived to see it be-

come a prosperoiis and influential institution.

She was a consistent and devoted member of

the Methodist Episcopal church and through

her work undoubtedly influenced for good the

lives of many young people in this part of the

state.

The Carter family came to Missouri from

South Carolina. The head of the family was

Zimri Carter, who made a settlement on Cur-

rent river, in what is now Carter county,

about 1813. Zimri Carter was one of the most

influential and prominent men in Southeast

Missouri. He was judge of the county court

and the county was named for him. One of

the children of the family was Hon. William

Carter, born in 1830. He was educated in the

common schools and also at Arcadia College.

He then attended a Louisville law school and

Avas graduated in law in 1855, beginning his

practice at • Potosi and then removing to

Farmington in 1862. In 1864 he was elected

circuit judge of the 20tli circuit, which in-

cluded the counties of Washington, Iron, St.

Francis, Madison, Perry and Ste. Genevieve.

He held this office until in 1874 ; he was then

elected a member of the general assembly of

the state where he was made chairman of the

judiciary committee. Since that time he has

devoted himself to the practice of law, but

has held other positions of honor at the same

time. For a number of years he was one of

the curators of the University of Missouri.

Placide DeLassus was born in New Orleans

June 28, 1839, and was the grandson of

Charles de Hault DeLassus, who was lieu-

tenant governor of Upper Louisiana at the

time of the transfer to the United States.

Governor DeLassus received many grants of

land from the Spanish government; one of

these was a tract in St. Francois county, Mis-

souri, on which the village of DeLassus was

located. The family was a very prominent

one in Missouri, some of them living in St.

Francois county and others in Perry county.

Placide DeLassus was educated in New Or-

leans and in France. He served throughout

the war in the Confederate army. He lived

for a time after the war in St. Louis where he

married Miss Mary Clark, the daughter of
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Heury L. Clark. In 1868 he moved to De-

Lassus iu St. Francois county, where he con-

tinued to live until his death. He owned dur-

ing all his life the greater part of the grants

made by the Spanish goverament to his grand-

father.

One of the prominent persons of Southeast

Missouri during this period was General

James R. McCormack, of Parmington, ^Mis-

souri. He was born August 1, 1824, in

Washington county. He was educated in the

common schools and in Transylvania Institute

in Kentucky. He was graduated from the

Memphis Medical College and practiced medi-

cine for a time in Wayne county and in Perry

county. On the breaking out of the war he

was appointed surgeon of the Sixth Infantry

of Missouri. These men were enlisted for a

term of six months and at the expiration of

their term. Dr. McCormack was made briga-

dier general for Southeast Missouri. The
brigade consisted of seven regiments and

General McCormack remained in command
until the close of the war. He was regarded

as a good officer and was held in esteem by

his superiors. At the close of the war he

practiced his profession for a time at Arcadia

and later became a citizen of Parmington,

Missouri. General McCormack had some ex-

perience in politics, having been a member of

the constitutional convention in 1861 and

later serving in the state senate and in 1867

being elected to fill a vacancy in the United

States congress. He was interested in pub-

lie affairs in his community and was regarded

as one of its most prominent and influential

citizens.

Milton P. Cayce was a Virginian, having

been born in that state in 1804. He was

reared on a farm and then served as a sales-

man iu a store. He came to Parmington iu

1832 and began the conduct of a general

store. He continued as a merchant for more
than fifty years and during that time accu-

mulated considerable property. Besides his

mercantile business he was also a contractor

and the owner of a flouring mill. He had
other interests, among them a tan yard and
several farms. The first ice house in St.

Francois county was built by Mr. Cayce, and
he is said to have owned the first piano. Mr.

Cayce was a Democrat and served for more
than twenty years as county treasurer. He
was also a sheriff at one time in the county and
was a member of the constitutional conven-

tion in 1861. Pew men in the history of

Farmington occupy a higher place in the es-

teem and respect of the citizens than did Mr.

Cayce.

One of the interesting men of this period

was Captain Gustavus St. Gem. He was a

member of the old St. Gem family, one of the

earliest families to emigrate from Prance to

America. They seem to have located in Ste.

Genevieve about 1780, and that during all

the rest of the history of the town were among
its prominent citizens. Gustavus St. Gem
was educated at St. Vincent 's College at Cape

Girardeau. On returning from college he

engaged in business in Ste. Genevieve for a

time and then removed to Washington coun-

ty, where he became interested in mining.

During the war he was an officer in the Fed-

eral army and served with credit during the

entire time. He was captain of Company K
of the Port.v-seventh Missouri Infantry. In

1878, President Hayes appointed him collector

of ciistoms in St. Louis. Captain St. Gem
lived to be very old and died having the uni-

versal respect of his friends and neighbors in

Ste. Genevieve.
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Dr. Charles S. Hertich was the son of Jo-

seph Hertich, a native of Switzerland. He
was bom in Ste. Genevieve in 1821. His fa-

ther was the master of the famous school in

Ste. Genevieve known as The Asylum. It has

been pointed out in another place that this

school was the first in Missouri to put into

practice the principles of education set out

by Pestalozzi. Dr. Hertich was educated in

this school himself and afterwards became a

teacher in it, assisting his father. He then

studied medicine at Burlington, Iowa, and

later at the St. Louis Medical College. He
was for a time a United States surgeon to

the Indians at Long Prairie, Minnesota. Dur-

ing the war he served as post surgeon of Ste.

Genevieve. From the close of the war until

1878, he continued the practice of medicine

in Ste. Genevieve, at that time he was afflicted

by a stroke of paralysis which kept him par-

tially helpless until his deaath. His wife was

a daughter of Ferdinand Rozier.

Martin L. Clardy was born in Ste. Gene-

vieve county April 26, 1844, and was edu-

cated in the common schools, in St. Louis Uni-

versity and in the University of Virginia.

After his graduation he began the study of

law and devoted himself to its practice, mak-

ing his home for a number of years in De-

Lassus in St. Francois county. He acquired

considerable political experience and in 1882

was chosen a member of congress as a Demo-
crat and was twice reelected; after the con-

clusion of his third term in 1888, he removed

to St. Louis, where he became one of the prin-

cipal attorneys for the Missouri Pacific Rail-

road Company. Mr. Clardy is recognized as

one of the leading lawyers and politicians of

the state.

Marshall Arnold, one of the best known
lawyers in Southeast Missouri was born in

St. Francois county on October 21, 1845. He
lived the usual life of a farmer boy, received

an education in the common schools and in

Arcadia College. In 1870 he was a teacher

in Arcadia College. He served for a time as

deputy clerk of the county, circuit, and pro-

bate courts of St. Francois county and dur-

ing this time began the study of law. He
later removed to Scott county where he opened

a law office and soon established a reputation

as an able lawyer. He was elected prosecut-

ing attoraey and later served two terms in

the legislature of the state. In 1884 he was
presidential elector on the Hancock ticket and
in 1890 was elected to congress from the 14th

congressional district as a Democrat. He was
reelected in 1892 by a very large majority,

but was defeated in 1894 by N. A. Moseley,

a Republican. Since that time Mr. Arnold

has devoted most of his energy to the prac-

tice of his profession. He is recognized as

one of the ablest criminal lawyers in this

section of the state and is a forceful and
eloquent speaker.

James P. Walker was born in Lauderdale

county, Tennessee, March 4, 1851. He came
to Missouri early in his life and made his

home in Stoddard county. Mr. Walker soon

won the confidence of the people and came to

be known as a man of marked ability. In

1886 he was nominated bj' the Democrats for

congress from the 14th district and was

elected by a large majority. In congress he

made a splendid record for himself and
seemed to be entering upon a career of great

usefulness and influence. Before the close of

the term, however, he died, putting an end

to a very promising life.
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Xelson B. Henry, a minister of the ^Meth-

odist Episcopal Church South, was born July
-'',, 18-18, near Burfordville, Missouri. He is

a f,'randson of John D. Cook, one of the pio-

iiiers of Missouri and for a number of years

a circuit judge of this state. The father of

Nelson B. Henry was also a Methodist

preacher and for many j'ears one of the most

inominent in Southeast Missouri. Mr.

Henry, who is now pastor of the ilethodist

church at Bonne Terre, was reared on the

larm, received a good education, being grad-

uated from the State Normal School at

Ivirksville in 1876. After his graduation he

lieeame principal of the high school at Oak
Kidge, serving two yeai's. In 1878 he be-

raiue a member of the faculty of the State

Xiirmal School at Cape Girardeau, teaching

l.iiglish and literature and holding the po-

sition until 1886, when he was elected to the

I liair of pedagogy in the University of North
t arolina. From this position he resigned to

li'M-ome president of the Pueblo Collegiate In-

stitute at Pueblo, Colorado, in 1888. Here

lie remained until 1892 when he was elected

]>iesident of the Bellevue Collegiate Institute

at Caledonia. He filled this position two

> ears and then resigned to become the pre-

siding elder of the Farmington district. He
held this position one year and then became

luesident of the ]\Iarvin Collegiate Institute

at Fredericktown. ilr. Henrj- assisted in the

(iiganization of this school and did much to

develop it. He resigned, however, after a few

> cars and entered upon the work of the min-

istry, which he still continues. While he was

teacher of the high school at Oak Ridge in

1S76 lie began an agitation which resulted in

the organization of the Southeast Missouri

Teachers Association of which he became the

tirst president.

Another man who has been closely asso-

ciated with the development of the lead in-

dustry in Southeast ilissouri is F. P. Graves,

who was born in Rochester, New York, in

1849. After receiving a good education he

came to Missouri and found employment in

the St. Joseph lead mines at Bonne Terre;

this was about the year 1869. Before coming

to Missouri he had had some experience in

lead mines in Massachusetts. When he first

became connected with the St. Joseph Lead
Company he worked in the mill and the shops,

but after two years was made cashier of the

company and held this position for seventeen

years. In 1887 he became connected with the

Doe Run Lead Company, assisting in its or-

ganization and becoming its secretary and as-

sistant superintendent. Under his direction

the company prospered greatly and the Doe
Run mines became one of the chief lead pro-

ducing centers in this part of the state. i!\lr.

Graves has found time from his connection

with the lead industry to take an intelligent

and active interest in public affairs. He served

as postmaster at Doe Run from 1887 to 1891

and has been a consistent party worker though

never a candidate for public oiSce. iMr.

Graves gathered one of the finest collections

of minerals in the state, and it has been a

feature of a number of great expositions in

this country.

Firmin DesLoge, whose name is connected

with the development of the mining district

of Southeast ilissouri, was born at Potosi in

Washington county. His father was a na-

tive of Nantes, France, who came to Potosi

while a young man and engaged in a mercan-

tile and lead-mining business. Firmin Des-

Loge was educated at Potosi and at St. Louis

University, and began his business career as
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a clerk for the firm of John B. Valle & Com-

pany of St. Louis. In 1867 he gave up his

position and turned his attention to mining

operations at Potosi. He was one of the first

men to become interested in the mining pros-

pects of St. Francois county. He purchased

land adjacent to the plant of the St. Joseph

Lead Company and built a smelting plant

for the corporation known as the DesLoge

Lead Company. Mr. DesLoge managed this

company until it was sold in 1887 to the St.

Joseph Lead Company. During his connec-

tion with this corporation he helped to build

the first railroad, the Bonne Terre & Missis-

sippi Valley Railroad, which penetrated the

lead regions to St. Francois county. Later

Mr. DesLoge bought property which had be-

longed to the Bogj' Lead Mine Company and

the St. Francois Mining Companj- and organ-

ized a new corporation known as the DesLoge

Consolidated Lead Company. The Bonne

Terre Railroad was extended to these mines

which were operated on a large scale. Not

only was he interested in the development of

the mining industry in which he acquired con-

siderable wealth, but Mr. DesLoge was inter-

ested in public affairs; he served as treasurer

of Washington county and on various occa-

sions was a director of public schools. The

town of DesLoge, now one of the prosperous

mining communities of St. Francois county,

was named in his honor.
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Judge Thomas Edward Baldwin. There
is one mystery in this brief life aud that
mystery is death. What we call history is a
long procession of hiiinan beings, reaching
back into the ages, who arrive on this earth,

act, hate, love, accumulate, strive and then
go back. Each one of us has one spark of
lile and then death, the mystery of the un-
known. The thought of death should stimu-

late a man to better work and harder work,
that he may shine in some way while his

little spark is still a light. Whether Thomas
Edward Baldwin ever reflected just along
these lines or not, the fact is that he made
the most of his life while he was here and
when the spark went out, reflections from it

still remain.

He was born in Cape Girardeau, Missouri,

October 23, 1849, and died May 27, 1904, at

Kennett, ^Missouri. His father, Thomas
Baldwin, was born in Scott county, Missouri,

November 16, 1810. He married Elizabeth

Lobdell, and both died in 1859, when the

Judge was but ten years of age. John Bald-
win, father of Thomas, was born in Berkeley
county, Virginia, October 26, 1771; and mar-
ried Rachel Wellbourne, January 28, 1796, in

Washington county, Georgia. The family
came from Georgia to Missouri in 1803, lo-

cating at what, in the early days was known
as Baldwin's Landing, in Scott county, Mis-

souri. John Baldwin was a descendant of

one of three brothers who, in 1643, came
from England and settled at New Haven,
Connecticut. One of these brothers later

removed to Virginia and is the progenitor

of this branch of the family.

Judge Baldwin was as a boy thrown upon
his own resources and got what education

was possible in the schools of Cape Girardeau,

where he remained until twenty-one years of

age. He then came on the old road to Clark-

ton, Dunklin county, Missouri, where he
clerked in a store owned by Mr. Whitelaw.
Previous to that time, however, he had clerked

for Leech and Company at Cape Girardeau.

Young as he was, he was appointed Circuit

and County Clerk to fill a vacancy soon after

coming to Clarkton, which necessitated his

living in Kennett. Subsequently in 1878, he

was elected and in 1880 re-elected to the same
office and bj' that time had decided to re-

main in Kennett. In 1882 he was elected

probate .judge, serving four years, during the

last two of which he was also county

treasurer.

Judge Baldwin became a partner of W. F.

Shelton in a general store at Kennett in

1886, under the firm name of W. F. Shelton
& Company.
For four years he remained in the store

as book-keeper and credit man, at the end
of which time he sold out his share to his

partner, buying a drug store on the site of
the present Baldwin Drug Store. The store
had formerly been owned by the late Dr. A.
B. Mobley. After conducting the drug store
for two or three years he erected a brick
block, in which he installed his drug store.

His building and the one erected by W. F.
Shelton about the same time, 1892, were the
first brick buildings in Kennett. He con-
tinued to manage the drug store until 1896,
when he sold out to 0. S. Harrison, who had
been his druggist. He next became inter-

ested in real estate and was for years agent
of the Great Chouteau lands, but in addi-
tion to this he boiight and sold on his own
account. At one time he owned several thou-
sand acres of swamp land, four thousand
acres in one tract. At the time of his death
he owned two thousand acres and a three

hundred and twenty acre farm near Kennett
that he had cleared. He laid out Rose Park
Addition to Kennett, selling the lots himself.

He was an organizer of the Bank of Kennett,
being its president until a few months be-

fore he died, his interest still i-emaining in

the bank. He was always ready to do any-
thing he could for the betterment of the

town and also served the county as its rep-

resentative in the state legislature. He was
a Democrat, always active in county and local

campaigns.
In 1872 he married ^lary J. Pankey,

daughter of Dr. G. Pankey. Her father was
born at Richmond. Virginia, where he re-

ceived his education, being brought up on
the farm. He became a tobacco grower and
dealer in the south, owning a great number
of slaves to cultivate and pick the tobacco.

He always treated them in the most con-

siderate manner and they were devoted to

him. He married Miss Sally Jones, a charm-
ing Soitthern woman, a native of Richmond
like himself. All business was beginning to

be very much demoralized in the south and
Mr. Pankey was losing money on his planta-

tion. He therefore sold off everything he

possessed, except his slaves. These he

brought with him to Missouri, settling at

Clarkton, where he bought a small farm and
started a store. In 1861, when the war broke

out, he raised a regiment for the Confederate

army, he being its Colonel. He served

throughout the war, at the end of which time
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he set his slaves free, but they never lost the

feelings of affection and devotion towards
him, but would have cheerfully laid down
their lives for him at anj- time. One of them,

Charles Birthwright, with his wife Bettie,

live in Clarkton and are leaders among the

colored people of that town. Colonel Pankey
lived in Cardwell, Missouri, later, where he
died in January, 1910, at the age of seventy-

four, his wife having died many years before.

The Colonel served the county as county col-

lector. He was a man who had served the

country both in the army and in civil affairs.

He was very well known all over the state

and was universally respected. D. B. Pan-

key, the son of the Colonel and brother to

Mrs. Baldwin, is well known in Kennett, hav-

ing served it in many capacities. He was
clerk of the county and one time mayor. He
was one of the organizers of the bank and is

its cashier still. He has seen it grow in

wealth and reputation. He is president of

the electric light company, having helped

to organize it. He is president of the Ken-

nett Store Company and of the St. Louis,

Keokuk & Southeastern Railroad Company
and is treasurer of the Dunklin Publishiug

Company, ilrs. Baldwin's sphere of useful-

ness has been her home, but she has been

every whit as effective as her father and her

brother, though in a more retired way. She

has brought up a family of six children, all

of whom are a credit to her. Sallie May
Baldwin, the eldest child, is now the wife of

L. P. Tatum, a merchant in Kennett. Edward
T. is cashier of the Campbell Lumber Com-
pany and a director in the Kennett Bank.

Ernest Albert is proprietor of the Baldwin

Drug Store, formerly owned by his father.

Paul is a physician, having received his de-

gree of Doctor of Medicine at the Washing-

ton University, medical department, in 1901.

He is now practicing medicine in Kennett

and making a success, as the son of such a

father and such a mother must needs do.

Lillian Ballard is just graduated from the

Synodical College at Fulton, Missouri, in the

class of 1911. Josephine, the youngest, is

at present attending the public school of

Kennett.
Mr. Baldwin is a Mason and also a member

of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows.

He was a member of the Presbyterian church,

having been an elder from the time of its

organization, twenty-five years ago, when the

Reverend Beale was its first minister. Dur-

ing all these years, with all his business activ-

ities, it was the church which received his in-

terest above all else. His greatest pleasure
was in working for the church and it is need-

less to say that practically the whole re-

sponsibility of the church rested on his

shoulders. When a man is both capable and
willing, he is sure to have more thrust upon
him than he really ought to carry. He was
superintendent of the Sunday-school, know-
ing personally every teacher and scholar.

Each one felt that in Mr. Baldwin he was
sure to find a sympathetic confidant, one who
had the faculty of entering into the feelings

of others, no matter how much opposed they

were to his own feelings and beliefs. He
was a friend to anj^ one who needed his help,

giving monej', time and of himself. It is

now seven years since he passed on into the

unknown, but the work he organized is still

going on, the children he guided in the Sun-

day-school are fast growing up, but they have

not forgotten him. He has gone, but his in-

fluence will never die. That is the thought

that must have been of comfort to his family

during these years, as they live the kinds of

lives that he would have had them live, try-

ing to be the kind of men and women that he

would have had them be.

Otto Kochtitzky, as he commonly writes

his name, or Otto von Kochtitzky, as he is en-

titled to write it, is perhaps the best authority

on swamp land values and drainage in South-

eastern Missouri. He was boru in South Bend,

Indiana, May 4, 1855, and comes of a family

well-known ijoth in this country and abroad.

His father, Oscar von Kochtitzky, was for

some years state auditor, and was connected

with many public enterprises.

The son Otto was educated in the public

schools and the Jefferson City high school.

Upon taking up active work for himself he be-

came interested in surveying and qualified

himself for the work of a civil engineer. He
was for a time surveyor of New Madrid coun-

ty, and thus tierame acquainted with the great

opportunities offered by the swamp lands of

the section. He was interested in building the
|

Little River Valley and Arkansas Railroad

from New Madrid to Maiden, the beginning

of the present St. Louis Southwestern System.

He was one of the first men in the section to

see the possibilities of drainage in the swamps
of Little River and made a thorough study of

the topography of the country and of the his-

tory and development of drainage in similar:

sections, especially in Indiana and Illinois. In
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spite of great discouragements arising from
tlie inherent difficulties of tlie situation, tlie

inditference of the people of the district, Mr.
Kochtitzky persevered in his efforts to estab-

lish a system of drainage which should re-

claim the overflowed lands of Little River. He
carried on a campaign of education, became
associated with the Luce family, which made
the first attempts at constructing drainage
canals on a large scale, and was finally success-

ful in having much of the swamp land terri-

tory organized into districts and the work of

drainage actually begun. Lender his direction

many miles of canals were constructed and
much land reclaimed. His efforts in this re-

spect resulted in the organization of the Little

River Valley Drainage Company, which has
for its ob.iect the construction of a diversion

channel which shall turn the waters of White-
water, Crooked Creek and other streams which
enter the lowlands from the Ozark plateau
into the Mississippi river just south of the

city of Cape Girardeau, thus preventing this

water from spreading over the lowlands: and
the digging of a large drainage canal to carry
off the water which falls on the swamps of

Little river. This is a most ambitious scheme,
which calls for the expenditure of several mil-

lion dollars and which will probably result in

reclaiming large bodies of land. Mr. Koch-
titzky was for a time the chief engineer of this

company and did most of the preliminary
work of organization.

His chief attention at the present time is

given to the development of large tracts of
valuable lands which he has acquired and to

the work of contracting in the digging of

drainage ditches.

]\Ir. Kochtitzky has never been greatly in-

terested in politics, though he was a delegate

to the Democratic convention in 1896 that
nominated Palmer and Buckner, being the
only representative from the Thirteenth Con-
gressional district of Missouri.

For a number of years he has made his

home at Cape Girardeau, having formerly
lived at a number of places in this section.

He, with his family, is a member of the Pres-
byterian chiirch.

Mr. Kochtitzky has done much for South-
eastern Missouri. He is intimately acquainted
with the country, is a clear and convincing
writer, and has rendered very valuable service
in making this section of the country known
in other places and its opportunities appre-
ciated. Few citizens of Missouri have con-
tributed as much to the upbuilding of his

gV(\Tt section of the state. One of the matters

about which he has strong convictions is the
New Madrid earthquake of 1811-12. He
does not believe that in any way affected the
level of the country, changed its water-
courses, or left other permanent effects. He
dissents from the views expressed in another
part of this work, holding that they are based
on imperfect data.

C. E. Burton. It is one of the rarest oc-

currences in this commercial age that a man
of marked business ability takes a place in

the ranks of our educators. The teaching
profession engages citizens of the loftiest in-

tellectual and moral qualificatious, but those
who follow it seldom find opportunity to ex-

ercise their talents in the business world.
Wayne county is singularly fortunate in hav-
ing at the head of her school system a man
who is at once a born teacher and conspicu-
ously successful in commercial pursuits, Mr.
C. E. Burton, of Piedmont.

C. T. Burton, the county superintendent's
father, was born in Tennessee August lo.

1852. At the age of twenty he left his native

state and went to Kentucky, where he con-

ducted a store and engaged in farming. His
marriage to Miss Ellen Walker, a native of

the Blue Grass state, took place in 1874. ]\Irs.

C. T. Burton was born in Carlisle county in

the year 1854. Seven years after their mar-
riage Mr. and Mrs. Burton moved to Mis-
souri, locating first on a farm near Piedmont
and later moving into the town. Here !Mr.

Burton established a mercantile business,

which he conducted until 1908, when he re-

tired. He and his wife are now living in

Piedmont and it is their good fortune to have
the four children who are now living of the

six born to them all residing in Piedmont
and its environs. These are: Maud, ^Irs.

Charles McFarland: Artie, Mrs. C. F. Shel-

ton. and Daisy, still at home, besides C. E.

Burton, of this sketch.

Kentucky was the birthplace of ]\Ir. C. E.

Burton and the year of his nativity was 1877.

Until he was four, he lived on the Kentucky
farm. After his parents came to Missouri,

he attended the Piedmont high school, from
which he graduated at the age of sixteen. The
next year he began teaching. At nineteen,

Mr. Burton graduated from Wayne Acad-
emy and has continued his work of teaching

and studying ever since. He has taught in

the grades and in the high school, and is fa-

miliar with every part of the work of the

entire curriculum from the pi'imai-y grade to

the university.
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Three years ago, Governor Folk appointed

Mr. Burton to till out four mouths of J. K.

Clubb's unexpired term as county commis-

sioner. In the spring of 1909 he was elected

a county commissioner and in August, 1909,

Mr. Burton qualified as county superintend-

ent. In 1911 he was again elected to the su-

perintendency without opposition. Mr. Bur-

ton has unusual qualities both as a man and

as an instructor. He is a born teacher and

an eminently progressive one. His efforts to

elevate the standard of the Wayne county

schools are unremitting. Under his regime

some of the rural schools have added the first

year of high school work to their course of

study, and the high school graduates are ad-

mitted to several colleges ^vithout examina-

tion. Mr. Burton's educational training be-

yond the common schools has been acquired

by his own efforts.
' On Christmas day of 1896 Mr. Burton was

married to Miss Lula Bell Shelton, of Iron

county, Missouri. Four children have blesssd

this union, all of whom are still in their par-

ents' home; Celeste Cynthia, Inez Emory,

Donald Clarence and Marjorie Florence.

Both Mr. and Mrs. Burton are members of

the Methodist church. South. In politics Mr.

Burton is a Democrat and in a social way, a

member of the Modern Woodmen's lodge of

Piedmont.
In a business way Mr. Burton has been a

successful dealer in real estate. He is also^ a

property holder of some prominence in the

county." His holdings include a residence in

Piedmont and two hundred and ten acres of

land near the town, on which he has a sum-

mer cottage. In addition to this he has a

residence in GreenviUe.

Luther P. Tatum, a successful merchant of

Kennett, was born in Howard county, Mis-

souri. January 3, 1863. He is the son of A. C.

and Susan Franklin Tatum, who were natives

of Virginia and Kentucky, respectively. L.

P. Tatum, after acquiring an education in the

schools of his native county, came to Kennett

while a young man and immediately engaged

in business. He had even then the natural

ability which makes men successful merchants

and was successful from the first. The Ken-

nett of that day was very different from the

city of today. It was a struggling town of

four or five "hundred people and only a few

men among them. Mr. Tatum. however, saw

the great possibilities of the town.

In 1883 he formed a partnership with an
older brother, James F. Tatum, under the firm

name of Tatum Brothers. This soon became
one of the leading mercantile firms of Dunk-
lin county. It acquired the most desirable

corner in the town, erected a commodious
brick building, and was in a position to profit

by the great growth of the town and its in-

creased jDrosperity which followed the build-

ing of its first railroad. The business is still

conducted by Mr. Tatum under the firm name,
although the senior partner is dead. Out of

this business Mr. Tatum has acquired a com-

fortable fortune and is a man of influence in

his community.
In September, 1893, he was married to Miss

Sallie M. Baldwin, daughter of Judge Thomas
Baldwin, one of the most prominent and in-

fluential men of the countj-. They live in one

of the most beautiful and costly homes in the

county, and have the respect and esteem of all

their acquaintances.

Lee Shelton. One of the most successful

and enterprising merchants of Southeastern
|

Missouri is Lee Shelton, of Kennett, a member
of the firm of Shelton & Companj'. He was
born at Kennett, January 11, 1875, and is the

son of Joseph Jackson Shelton, who was born
in 1836. He was educated in the public

schools, in Bellevue Collegiate Institute at

Caledonia, in college at Farmington and St.

Louis and received a good business training at

a business college in Quincy, Illinois.

Mr. Shelton 's father died many years ago

and he was reared by his uncle, W. F. Shel-

ton, the shrewdest and most successful busi-

ness man of Dunklin county. Under his train-

ing Lee Shelton acqiiired a knowledge of

actual practical business which has enabled

him to carry on the large establishment of his
;

firm in a most successful manner. This firm

,

probably sells as many goods as any other in

'

the southeast and probably buys more cotton

than any other. In addition to his interest

in this mercantile business he is heavily in-

terested in many other enterprises, many of'

the larger undertakings in Dunklin county

being financed by his firm. He has recently

erected a large office building on a prominent

corner in Kennett, which is as well equipped

as those found in the large cities.

Mr. Shelton finds time from his large enter-

prises to give attention to public matters. He
has served as a member of the board of alder-
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men of Kennett, and has been for many years
one of the most valued members of the board
of education.

Mr. Shelton is married and has a beautiful

home in Kennett.

Washington S. Dearmont. There is much
of consistency in the paraphrase of a familiar

quotation which is made to express the senti-

ment that "education makes the man, the

want of it the fellow," for the entire basic

differentiation between the various social

grades is made through the training of men-
tal powers. The progress of ci\'ilization has

been accomplished by men of strong men-
tality and well disciplined faculties, and
there is no vocation which is of so great

importance and that imposes so great re-

1 sponsibility as that of the teacher, whether
his work be in the more rudimentary grades

or in the broad field of exalted scholarship.

Numbered among the able and valued fac-

jtors in educational work in the state of Mis-
jsouri is' Professor Washington Strother

j

Dearmont, who is the honored president of

the Missouri State Normal School at Cape
Girardeau and whose career in the domain

I

of pedagogic endeavor has been one of sig-

Inal success. He has proved a most able ad-

ministrative officer in his present position,

in which also he has found ample scope for

the most effective work along scholastic lines.

None of the normal schools of the state has
a higher reputation than that at Cape Girar-

deau and at no period in its history has its

standard been higher than under the regime
of its present chief executive, who has at

all times held the confidence and high re-

gard of the student body and who has been
able to infuse the utmost enthusiasm into all

departments of the work of the institution,

ay gaining the zealous co-operation of the
various members of the coi-ps of instructors
md earnest and appreciative application on
;he part of the students who have availed

hemselves of the advantages of this admir-
ible school.

Dr. Dearmont finds a due mede of pride
md satisfaction in reverting to the historic

^Id Dominion as the place of his nativity
md he is a scion of a family that was
ounded in that commonwealth in the eolon-
al epoch. He was born in Clarke county,
-''irginia, on the 22d of September. 1859,
nd is a son of Peter and Mary (Bell) Dear-
Qont, both of whom were bom and reared

in Virginia, the former being of staunch
English lineage and the ancestral line of
the latter being traced back to staunch Irish

stock.

Peter Dearmont was a successful agricul-

turist in his native state until the ravages
of the Civil war wrought disaster to him,
as to so many other citizens of Virginia,

which was the stage of action on the part
of the contending forces for many weary
months, as history well records. In 1871 he
sought a new field of effort and removed with
his family to Holt county, Missouri. There
he purchased a farm in the vicinity of Jlound
City and with the passing of the yeare he
was enabled, through industry and good man-
agement, to again gain independence and sub-

stantial prosperity, though he did not acquire
wealth. He is now venerable in years and
is living virtually retired on a farm near
Mound City, Holt county, Missouri. His
sterling integrity of character has given him
the confidence and high regard of his fel-.

low men and his life has been one of use-

fulness and honor in all its relations. He
is a staunch advocate of the principles of
the Democratic party and his religious faith

is that of the Presbyterian church, of which
his wife likewise was a zealous member. The
latter was summoned to the life eternal in

1900, at the age of sixty-three years, and
her memory is revered by all who came within
the sphere of her gentle influence. Of the
children five sons and one daughter attained
to years of maturity, and of the number Dr.
Dearmont, of this review, is the eldest.

Dr. Deaimiont clearly recalls the scenes and
incidents of his boyhood days on the old
homestead plantation in Virginia, and he is

indebted to the common schools of his na-
tive commonwealth for his rudimentary edu-
cational discipline. He was a lad of twelve
.years at the time of the family removal from
Virginia to Holt county, Missouri where he
was reared to adult age under the sturdy and
invigorating discipline of the home farm, in
the work of which he gave effective assistance,
the while he availed himself of the advan-
tages of the public schools of the locality and
period. His ambition to secure a liberal edu-
cation was early quickened and was one of
definite action. The financial resources of
his parents were limited and thus he de-
pended upon his own exertions in gaining
the funds which enabled him to complete his
higher academic education. When nineteen
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years of age Dr. Dearmont gained, in a dis-

trict school, his first practical experience in

the pedagogic profession, and by his con-

tinued and effective labors as a teacher in

the public schools he provided for the ex-

penses of his collegiate courses. In 1880 he

was matriculated in the Univei-sity of ]Mis-

souri, at Columbia, in which he was grad-

uated as a member of the class of 1885 and
from which he received the degi-ee of Bache-

lor of Arts. He continued to teach in the

public schools after his graduation and fin-

ally completed an effective post-graduate

course in his alma mater, the state univer-

sity, which conferred upon him in 1889 the

degree of Jlaster of Arts. For eight years

he taught in the schools of IMound City, in his

home county, and during the last five .years

of this period he held the position of prin-

cipal. From 189.3 until 1899 he was super-

intendent of the public schools of Kirkwood,

St. Louis county, and no better evidence of

his success in his chosen profession could be

given than that afforded in his selection, in

1899. for his present important office, that

of president of the Jlissouri State Normal
School at Cape Girardeau, where his labors

have been admirably directed and where he

has gained unquestioned distinction and
prestige as one of the leading factors in

connection with educational activities in the

state which has been his home from his boy-

hood days and in which he has secure van-

tage ground in popular confidence and es-

teem. He has made of his profession not a

means to an end but a distinctive vocation

which he has deemed worthy of his unequi-

vocal devotion, with the result that his suc-

cess has been marked and his rewards
unstinted in the sense of good accomplished.

In recognition of these services, the degree

of Doctor of Literature was conferred on him
by Westminster College.

Subordinating all other interests to the

demands of his chosen vocation. Dr. Dear-
mont naturally has had no desire to enter

the turbulent stream of practical politics,

though he takes a broad-minded interest in

public affairs and gives his allegiance to the

cause of the Democratic party. He is a

valued member of the IMissouri State Teach-
ers' Af5.sociation and many other educational

organizations and both he and his wife are

zealous and devoted members of the Presby-
terian church. He is affiliated with the

Knights of P^'thias. Dr. and ilrs. Dearmont

are valued factors in connection with the best

social activities of their home city and their

influence in this connection is refined and
benignant, as is it also in the various other

relations of life. Their circle of friends is

coincident -^^ith that of their acciuaintanees

and their home is a center of gracious hos-

pitality.

On the 31st of ilaj', 1890. was solemnized

the marriage of Professor Dearmont to I\Iiss

Julia Lee ]McKee, of Mound City, Holt
county, ilrs. Dearmont was born at ilary-

ville, jMissouri, and is a daughter of Horace
N. and Sarah (Scott) MeKee. He now main-
tains his home with a daughter at Bigelow,

Missouri, and is living retired. The mother
died in 1899. Dr. and Mrs. Dearmont have
three children,—Russell Lee, Julian Scott and

,

Nelson Strother.

Arthur C. Bowman. Prominently identi-

fied with a line of business enterprise that

ever has important bearing on the civic and
material progress and prosperity of any com-

munitj', ]\Ir. Bowman is one of the leading

representatives of the real-estate business in

the fine section of country to which this his- :

tory is devoted. He is manager of the South-

east Realt3' Company, of Cape Girardeau, :

and he has shown marked discrimination and !

initiative and administrative ability in di- i

recting the affairs of this company, whose op-

erations have reached a broad scope, involving

the handling of farm, city and village prop-

erties throughout the various sections of i

southeastern Missouri. Mr. Bowman is a man i

of ambition and resourceful energy, as has-,

been amply demonstrated in his independent.-

career. He depended upon his own resources

in the securing of higher academic education, •

and became a successful and popiilar factor-

in the woi'k of the pedagogic profession, to

which he devoted his attention for several

years. He is a scion of one of the sterling

pioneer families of southeastern Missouri and'

he has well upheld the prestige of the' hon-

ored name which he bears. Thus there are

many points that render most consonant his

recognition in this publication—especially on

the score of his being at the present time one

of the representative business men of the

younger generation in Cape Girardeau, where

his circle of friends is coincident with that

of his acquaintances.

Arthur Caswell Bowman was born on a
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farm in Lawi-ence township, Bollinger

county, .Missouri, on the 24th of October,

1880, and is the third in order of birth of the

ten children born to Miles W. and Catherine

(Snider) Bowman, both of whom were like-

wise born and reared in Bollinger county,

where the respective families were founded
in the early pioneer days. Groves Washington
Bowman, the paternal grandfather of him
whose name initiates this review, was a native

of North Carolina and he became one of the

early settlers in Bollinger county, in south-

eastern Missoui'i, where he engaged in agri-

cultural pursuits and where he passed the

residue of his life. He contributed his quota
to the development and upbuilding of this

favored section of the state and was a nuui

who ever commanded unqualified popular es-

teem. The lineage of the Bowman family is

traced back to staunch Holland Dutch origin

and representatives of the name were num-
bered among the early settlers of North Car-

olina, where they took up their abode in the

colonial epoch of our national history.

Miles W. Bowman was reared to maturity
in Bollinger county and was afforded the ad-

vantages of the common schools of the local-

ity and period. He was there identified suc-

cessfully with agricultural pursuits for many
years and for thirty years he also conducted
a general merchandise store in the little

hamlet of Glen Allen, Bollinger eoiJnty,

where he was a citizen of prominence and in-

fluence and where he continued to reside un-
til about 1894, when he removed to the city

of Cape Girardeau, where he has since main-
tained his home and where he is now living

virtually retired from active business. He is

a staunch Democrat in his political proclivi-

ties and his religious faith is that of the Meth-
odist cliurch. of which his noble wife likewise

was a zealous member. Mrs. Bowman was
horn and reared in Bollinger county, where
her father, the late Josiah Snider, established

his home in the pioneer days. i\Irs. Bowman
was summoned to the life eternal in 1895, se-

cure in the affectionate regard of all who had
come within the sphere of her gentle influ-

ence, and of her four sons and six daughters
two sons and one daughter died in childhood.

Concerning the surviving children the follow-

ing brief record is entered : Clara is the wife

if "Will E. "Walker, of Timpns, Colorado ; Lee
L. is a representative member of the bar of

Hape Girardeau: Arthur C. is the immediate
^uliiect of this review : "William O. is assistant

'ashier of the First National Bank of Cape
"rirardeau ; Mollie C. is the wife of Theodore

E. Head, who is engaged in the real-estate
business in the city of Dallas, Texas ; May is

a popular teacher in the public schools of
Timpas, Colorado; and Vesta, who remains
with her father, is attending the Normal
school of Cape Girardeau.

Artliur C. Bowman passed his boyhood
days in his native county, where he gained his
initial experience in connection with the
sturdy discipline of the farm and where he
was afforded the advantages of the public
schools of the little village of Glen Allen.
Later he continued his studies in the public
schools of Cape Girardeau, and for the pur-
pose of securing funds to pursue higher aca-
demic studies he worked on farms and at
other occupations during vacation seasons.
Thus his ambition was one of definite pur-
pose and action, and after completing the ele-

mentary course in the ^Missouri State Nor-
mal School at Cape Girardeau, he engaged in
teaching in the coiuitry schools, to which line

of work he devoted his attention for two
years, and in connection with which he re-

ceived a compensation of forty dollars a
month. From this diminutive salary he saved
sufficient amount to permit the completion of
his regular academic course in the state nor-
mal school which he had previously attended
and in which he was graduated as a member
of the class of 1902. For one year thereafter
he held the position of first assistant principal

of the public schools of Sikeston, Scott
county, after which he served two years as

principal of the high school at Norwood,
"Wright county. During the following school

year he continued his effective pedagogic
work, in charge of the grammar department
of the Douglas County Normal School. In
the meanwhile he had passed about one year
in travel through various sections of the
west.

In 1907. believing that other fields of en-

deavor would afford better opportunities

than continued service in the pedagogic pro-

fession. ]\Ir. Bowman turned his attention to

the real-estate business, in which he became
associated with his brother Lee L.. at Cape
Girardeau, under the title of the Bowman
Brothers Realty Company. He continued as

active manager of the business until Septem-

ber. 1910, when he sold his interest in the

same to his father, and assumed his present

office, that of manager of the Southeast

Realty Company. He has made a close study

of real-estate values and is an authority in

this line, so that he has been most successful
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in his operations in the handling of realty of

all kinds. The company with which lie is

now identified has built up a large and im-

portant business, the ramifications of which

extend throughout the various counties of

southeastern Missom'i, and he is showing

marked circumspection and discrimnatiou in

the adminstration of its affairs, the while his

sterling character and correct methods have

gained to him the implicit confidence of those

with whom he has had dealings. He is pro-

gressive, alert and aggressive as a business

man, and as a citizen is loyal and public-

spirited. A man of broad mental ken, and of

genial personality, he has gained a wide cir-

cle of friends in this section of the state, and

has a secure place in the esteem of all who
know him.

In politics Mr. Bowman accords a staunch

allegiance to the cause of the Democratic

party and he takes a broad-minded interest

in public affairs, especially those of local or-

der. He is affiliated with Cape Girardeau

Lodge, No. 639. Benevolent & Protective Or-

der of Elks, and for two years has been secre-

tary of the Commercial Club of Cape Girar-

deau. In religion he is a Methodist. Mr.

Bowman still remains in the ranks of eligible

bachelors and is a popular factor in both

Dusiness and social circles in his home city.

"William Lee Baerett. In the many im-

portant lines in which southeastern Missouri

has made great strides in the past decade,

none is more noteworthy than that of educa-

tion, and one of the chief factors in the at-

tainment of this supreme benefit is Profes-

sor William Lee Barrett, superintendent of

the schools of Poplar Bluff, Missouri. He
is by no means one content with "letting

well enough alone," but is a constant stu-

dent of the best educational methods and

has succeeded in keeping abreast of the most

modern and enlightened thought and im-

pressing this upon the schools in his charge.

Mr. Barrett was born near Nevada, Story

county, Iowa, December 27, 1870, the son of

John Thomas and Margaret (Seabold) Bar-

rett. He was one of a family of two chil-

dren, his only brother, Jesse Cross Barrett,

living at Poplar Bluff, Missouri. He spent

his youth in his native county, receiving his

preliminary education in the district schools

and subsequently matriculating at Drake
University, from which institution he was
graduated in 1895 with the degree of Bach-

elor of Scientific Didactics.

Mr. Barrett taught in the district schools

of Ringgold county, Iowa, for three years,

and in 1893 assumed the principalship of the

Primrose, Iowa, public schools, in which posi-

tion he continued until elected superintend-

ent of the Birmingham, Iowa, schools in

1896.

In 1899 he was chosen principal of the

Fort Madison (Iowa) high school, building

up one of the most remarkable secondary

schools in the state, and continued in that

capacity until elected to his present position in

1905, having successfully served in the ensu-

ing six years as superintendent of the Poplar

Bluff schools. He is well and favorably known
not only in this part of the state, but in those

sections of Iowa in which he has lived and la-

bored as a particularly enlightened instructor

and one who ever makes it his object to keep

the highest ideals constantly before the mind
of the student. He is one of whom it may be

said that he was born as well as made to

the high calling to which he has chosen to

devote his life.

Mr. Barrett has taught in summer normals

and institutes for years and attends regu-

larly the district, state and many of the na-

tional educational associations. He is at the

present time a member of the state educa-

tional council and also of the executive com-

mittee of the State Teachers' Association.

Mr. Barrett is a member of the Christian

church, and is one of the most valued and
useful of its members, serving at the pres-

ent time as Bible school superintendent and
member of the church board. He is a loj^al

Mason and exemplifies in his life those ideals

of moral and social justice and brotherly

love for which the order stands. He is a

member of several of the Masonic orders and
has served in several official capacities. He
belongs to the R. R. Y. M. C. A. and is at

the present time a member of the local board

of directors.

Mr. Barrett established a happy household

by his marriage, on August 11, 1902, to

Bertha E. Lightfoot, of Fort Madison, Iowa,

their two j'oung sons, John Willis and Paul

Burdette, having been bom September 4,

1909, and May 30, 1911, respectively. Profes-

sor and Mrs. Barrett are highly esteemed

members of society and play a useful part in

the many-sided life of the community to

whose interests they are signally loyal.

William L. Tucker. Talented and cul-

tured, William L. Tucker, of Bloomfield, pro-
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bate judge for Stoddard county, has won pres-

tige as an attoruey-at-law and has been an im-

portant factor in promoting the highest inter-

ests of town and county, his influence having

been especially marked in educational affairs.

He was born January 31, 1871, in Shelby

county, Indiana, and was educated, princi-

pally, in Ohio, completing his early studies at

the National Normal University at Lebanon

and taking a special course under Professor

Albert Holbrook, a noted educator.

Mr. Tucker subsequently taught school

three years in Indiana, from there coming, in

April, 1895, to Stoddard county, Missouri,

where he continued his pedagogical labors for

five years, teaching first at Advance, then at

Idalia, and later being for two years princi-

pal of the Bloomfield Public School. He was

really the founder of the Bloomfield High

School as it now stands, having systematized

the course of study, introduced new methods,

and having secured as its first superintendent

one of his classmates in the Ohio Normal Uni-

versity, Professor I. H. Hughes, an able and

progressive teacher, who did much to elevate

the standard of the school, placing it on a high

plane of achievement.

While teaching Mr. Tucker began reading

law, and after his admission to the Missouri

bar, in 1900, was associated with the well

known Judge Thomas Connelley. He made a

specialty of laws relating to real estate and
land titles, becoming an authority on lands

and on drainage, and for ten years carried on

a fine civil practice. Being elected judge of

probate, jMr. Tucker assumed the duties of his

office on January 1, 1911, and is performing

them with characteristic ability and fidelity.

Politically Mr. Tucker is prominent in the

Democratic ranks, and in addition to being

active in campaign work has served as a dele-

gate to judicial, congressional and state con-

ventions. He has rendered efficient service

both on the local school board and in the city

council. Fraternally he is a member of the

Independent Order of Odd Fellows: of the

Modern Woodmen of America; and of the

Knights of Pythias, in which he is especially

active in lodge work.
Mr. Tucker married, in Bloomfield, in 1897,

Minnie Cone, a successful school teacher and
a half-sister of Ralph Wammack. Mr. and
Mrs. Tucker have five children living, namely

:

Vivian, Kent, Ralph, William L. and Evange-
line. Mrs. Tiicker is a woman of culture and
refinement, and a consistent member of the
Baptist church.

Hon. James L. Fort. Bringing to the
practice of his profession a well trained
mind and habits of industry, which liave won
for him genuine success, Judge James L.
Fort, of Dexter, for twelve years judge of the
Twenty-second judicial circuit, took his seat
upon the bench exceptionally well equipped
for its duties, not only by scholarship and
ability, but by natural gifts and temper-
ament, and his wise decisions in various cases
of importance have had a pennanent bear-
ing upon the development of Southeastern
.Missouri. A native of Illinois, Judge Fort
was born February 18, 1854, in Johnson
county, where he received his rudimentary
education.

Judge Fort comes of a family whose tradi-

tions date back to the early histoi-y of Vir-
ginia and iMaryland. According to the tales

handed down from father to son the family
was founded in this country by three brothers
who came over from Ireland and settled in

these two states. The paternal great-gi-and-

father of Judge Fort was a native of Vir-

ginia, who had crossed the mountains and set-

tled in Kentucky as a planter at a very early

day. He settled in Christian county, and
there his son Gai-rie was born. Garrie Fort be-

came a planter and spent the whole of his life

in Kentucky, though he never became very
prosperous. He married Miss Condor, and died
during middle age, while his wife survived
him many years, dying at the age of seventy-
five. The father of Judge Fort was ilears

P. Fort and was born in Christian county,
Kentucky. There he was reared and there he
married, removing to Johnson county, Illi-

nois, in 1853. He became a farmer, and pur-
sued that occupation up to the time of his

death, which occurred in 1882, when he was
fifty-eight years of age. His wife was Anna
Hester, who was a native of Virginia. Her
father was James Hester, and her mother's
maiden name w'as Keaton. Both of them
were natives of Virginia, and the.y removed
to Kentucky in 1837. There, in Trigg
county, they settled, and the husband became
a planter. JMrs. Fort and her husband were
the parents of twelve children, five of wliom
are living today. She lived to be seventy-

four years old, dying in 1898.

Migrating to Stoddard county, ^Missouri, in

February, 1880, James L. Fort taught school

during the long winter seasons, and worked
on the farm during seed time and harvest, for

four years. In 1884 he began reading law,

and in 1886, soon after his admission to the
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Missouri bar, was elected prosecuting at-

torney of Stoddard county. In this capacity

he won a fine reputation for professional

knowledge and skill, and when, in 1898, he

was nominated for judge of the Twenty-sec-

ond judicial circuit he was elected over his

Republican opponent by a plurality of votes

amounting to nearly five thousand, nine hun-

dred. This circuit consisted at that time of

Carter, Ripley, Butler, Stoddard and Dun-

klin counties. In 1901 the legislature placed

Carter county in another circuit, and in 1904

a new circuit, which included Ripley and

Butler counties, alone, was made, and two

remaining counties eonstitiiting the Twenty-

second judicial circuit since that time. On
the 1st of January, 1899. Judge Port assumed

the duties of his new office, and during the

ensuing twelve years served his constituents

ably and faithfully, the truth of facts and

the principles of law involved in the cases

brought to his notice seldom eluding his

keen perceptions, while justice was ever the

constant motive of his wise decisions. The

twelve years that Judge Fort Avas on the

bench formed one of the most important

periods in the history of Stoddard county and

of Southeastern Missouri. During that time

the great drainage system that is such an im-

portant factor in increasing the property

value of this region was successfully inaugu-

rated, and many legal questions arising from

its development were adjudicated before him,

his rulings thereon being invariably wise and

just. Many important criminal cases were

likewise tried before Judge Fort, he having

been called upon at different times to pass

sentence upon men convicted of capital

crimes.

In the well remembered case of the Illinois

and ilissouri Bridge Company versus Smith,

the new question of the right of the bridge

company to construct beyond the point where

the bridge proper touched solid ground at

grade above high water mark, came before

the Judge, who decided that no such right

existed. The supreme court reversed the de-

cision by a divided court, but in a trial for

damages for land taken for such a purpose a

jury, under Judge Fort's instructions,

awarded .$10,000 for damages sustained, and

the award was also allowed by both the State

Supreme Court and the United States Su-

preme Court.

In 1908 Judge Fort, at the earnest solici-

tations of his friends, became a candidate for

the Democratic nomination for governor of

Missouri, his platform being one of the best

and cleanest ever constructed, its three prin-

cipal planks having been as follows: "Ag-
gressive honesty in public affairs ; strict en-

forcement of all laws ; and suppression of the
licjuor traffic by constitutional prohibition."
He made a vigorous campaign, which re-

sulted in the Democratic platform coming out
very strong for local option.

On January 1, 1911. Judge Fort retired-

from his position as Judge, and has since

been prosperously engaged in the practice of
his chosen profession at Dexter, where he
has an -extensive and lucrative clientele.

Progressive and public spirited, he lends his

influence towards the establishment of benefi-

cial projects, being in favor of the good roads
movement, and in advancement in every line

of improvements, believing firmly in a won-
derful future for Stoddard count}', the

'

' Gar-
den Spot" of ilissouri.

Judge Fort was married on the 2nd of

August. 1874, to Miss Lizzie Whitesides, a

native of Johnson count.y, Illinois. She is a
daughter of John S. and Peinnina (Harrel)
Whitesides, and she was reared and educated
in her native county. Her mother was a na-

tive of Johnson county, and her father was
born in the state of Kentucky and came to Illi-

nois during pioneer days, becoming a wealthy
farmer. Judge and ilrs. Fort have had seven
children : Anna is the wife of Byron Cham-
pion, of Dexter; "Will J. lives in Dexter; Can-
dace married Judge Green, of Bloomfield,

Missouri ; Gertrude lives at home ; ^Myrtle

died at the age of three ; Winifred married
J. E. Mulvey. of St. Louis; and Reverdy, the

youngest, is still at home. Both the Judge
and his wife are members of the ^Methodist

Episcopal church, South.

"WiLLi.\M C. Stady, postmaster at Essex
and mayor of the city, is a man who by his

untiring efforts and indomitable energy has

done much toward the improvement and ad-

vancement of the city, and has always availed

himself of the advantages of his position as

a public man to influence the people to act

for the best interests of the community. A
native of ^lissouri, he was born January 20,

1S71, in Bollinger county, and was there

reared on a farm. His father. Christian

Stady, was born in Germany, while his

mother, whose maiden name was Mary Miller,

was born in America, of German parentage.

Leaving home on attaining his majority,

William C. Stady worked out by the month
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for a time, and was afterwards engaged in

general farming on liis own account until

1903. Locating then in Essex, he was clerk

in the store of AVilliani J. IIux, continuing
in mercantile pursuits for several years. Be-
ing appointed postmaster at Essex on March
20. 1909, ;\lr. Stady assumed charge of the

office about two weeks later, on April 7, suc-

ceeding the former po.stmaster, James R.

Grant, who had been forced to resign the

position on account of ill health. He has
since devoted himself carefully to the duties

devolving upon him in this capacity, having
charge, in addition to the local service, of

one star route going out from the El.ssex

office.

ilr. Stady has ever evinced a warm in-

terest in the promotion of the leading in-

terests of town and county, and has served

three j-ears in the village Council, and is now
a member of the Board of Education, and
with his fellow-associates has done good work,
the public schools of Essex being exception-

ally fine for a town of its size. In April,

1911, ^Ir. Stady was elected maj'or, and is

not onlj' pushing the improvements already
inaugurated, including the laying of cement
walks, but has paid off the indebtedness of the

town and has money credited to the village

in the local bank.
Mr. Stady has been twice married. He

married first, in Bollinger coiinty, Jlary A.
Henderson, who died in early womanhood,
leaving one child, Mettie M. Mr. Stady mar-
ried for his second wife, in Stoddard county.

Electa E. Page, and to them three children

have been born, namely: Merrill, Lillian

and Kathleen. Fraternally Mr. Stady is a
member of the Independent Order of Odd
Fellows ; and of Essex Lodge, No. 705, A. F.

& A. jM., in which he has passed all the chairs

excepting that of worthy master, ilrs.

Stady is a woman of devout Christian prin-

ciples, and a member of the Methodist Epis-

copal church.

"William Henry Miller, one of the most
successful lawyers in southeastern Missouri
is also president of the Southeast jMissouri

Trust Company at Cape Girardeau, i\Iissouri.

The men of his acquaintance are so accus-

Itomed to thinking of him as being away up
'at the top notch that the.y almost forget that

|he was not born that way. We fall into or

iclimb up to close fitting positions in the ac-

SHvities of life, according to our varying sizes

uid values. All cannot be generals; most of

us find our places in tlu! ranks of soldiers. In
either capacity there is full incentive for our
best endeavors as well as fitting recompense
for the highest grade of service. Civiliza-
tions in their early stages maintained a
premium on brawn and perseverance. As
they grow older physical supremacy gives
way to intellectual. America is rapidly
emerging from the rule of mu.scular force and
untutored intelligence to the sway of trained
minds. In this age men who labor are val-

ued by the amount of cash they can produce.
The amount of wealth is largely governed by
the intelligence brought to bear upon it. ilr.

ililler has produced and is producing cash.

He has acquired and is acquiring prominence
amongst the men who know. This condition
has not been brought about by accident, but
is due to ]\Ir. ^Idler's natural abilities and
his unbounded capacity for work.

William Henry Miller was born in Cape
Girardeau county, Missouri, September 28,

1856. His gi'andfather, Henry Miller, was a
native of North Carolina and he came to Cape
Girardeau county in 1808, locating on a farm
twenty miles west of Cape Girardeau. He
was one of the pioneers of the county and
saw it grow from a collection of scattered
hamlets into the cities and towns of which it

is now composed. The ^liller family orig-

inally came from Germany and were early

settlers in North Carolina. Andrew Miller,

son of Henry and father of William Henry,
was born December 20, 1825, on the farm in

Cape Girardeau county, on which his father
first located on his arrival in Cape Girardeau
county. The farm is .situated near Millers-

town, which was named in his honor. He
is now eightj^-six years old and has spent his

entire life on the farm, first where he was
born and later on his wife's farm, where he
now lives. He married and later managed the
farm on which his wife was born and where
he now lives. She died in 1856, the year that

her son William Henry was born. Of her
three sons and one daughter who all grew to

maturity, onlj^ two are living now, William
Henry and his brother E. S. who is a farmer.
William Henrj' Miller's boyhood days were

spent on the farm on which his mother was
born, adjoining the farm on which his father

Avas born and where his grandfather lived.

He attended the public schools of his district

until he was eighteen years of age. when he

spent two yeara at the Southeastern Normal
School. He then determined to become a

la\\Ter and to that end he entered the state
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university and graduated from the law de-

partment in 1879, immediately commencing
the practice of law. He located at Jackson,
Missouri, and became the first president of

the Cape Girardeau County Savings Bank at

Jackson, Missouri. For fourteen years he
was attorney for the Cotton Belt Railroad
and was also attorney for the Southern Illi-

nois and Missouri Bridge Company at the

time of its organization. He still holds this

office. He served four years as member of the

state board of law examiners of Missouri
He is a director of the street railway com-
pany.

October 5, 1881, was a notable one with
him, as on that day was solemnized his mar-
riage with Elizabeth Bollinger Welling a na-

tive of Jackson, Missouri. One son was born
to this union, Julien Gale, who followed law
as his profession and is now practicing in

Cape Girardeau.
William Henry Miller is a member of the

Masonic order, is a Knight Templar and also

a Shriner. He is a member of the Benevolent
and Protective Order of Elks in which or-

ganization he is past excellent ruler. Mr.
Miller is still president of the bank in Jack-

son, having held that office since 1893. There
is now a capital of fifty thousand dollars in

the bank with sixty-five thousand dollars sur-

plus. He is also president of the Southeast

Missouri Trust Company, which has a paid

up capital of five hundred thousand dollars,

and one of the directors of the Sturdivant

Bank, being chairman of the discount com-

mittee. He is a loj'al member of the Demo-
cratic party, but has never desired public

office. As a life long resident of southeast-

ern Missouri it is natural that he should be

intensely interested in any enterprise that

affects the welfare of his native state. He has

made a decided success of his life, both finan-

cially and from a higher standpoint, for he

has been of use to his fellow men. He is a

citizen of whom the county is proud and one

whom it delights to honor.

Alexander Thomas Douglass, who was
at the head of the family in Dunklin county,

was a native of Virginia. He was born in

Bedford county in that state April 5, 1811,

being the son of Robert Henry and Permelia

(Noel) Douglass. The family was originally

from Scotland and it seems that the second
" s " in the name was added in this country to

distinguish different branches of the family.

The children of Robert Henry and Permelia

Douglass besides Alexander Thomas, were
Louvina, who became the wife of a man named
Penny in Callaway county, Kentucky; Cath-
erine, who married Matthew Senter of Ten-
nessee and removed to Southeast Missouri;
and Alfred Hill Douglass, who afterward
lived in Cheatham county, Tennessee.

Alexander T. Douglass was married at Mos-
cow, Kentucky, to Elizabeth Mott in 1838.

The entire family moved from Virginia to

Montgomery county, Tennessee, in 1830. At
various times they lived near Fulton, near
Union City, Tennessee and in Callaway
county, Kentucky. The family was related to

the Callaways in whose honor Callaway
county was named. While living in Kentucky
they were associated with the family of Daniel
Boone and at one time Sue Callawaj^, a cousin
of Alexander T. Douglass, and Daniel Boone's
daughter May, were captured by the Indians
and after a thrilling pursuit were rescued.

In 1850 the family consisting of father,

mother and children moved to Dunklin county
where they engaged in farming, the land

which was settled by them was near the site

of the present town of Caruth. Mr. Douglass
made his home at this place until the time of

his death in 1876.

Dunklin county was at this time a frontiei

county. The first settlers were still living

and the population was exceedingly small

conditions of life were hard in many respects

but Mr. Douglass was a bold, vigorous, hardy
and enterprising man and soon accumulated

a competence. He was held in the highest

respect and confidence by his neighbors, and
while never a politician or candidate for office

was appointed to positions of trust, at on(

time being made a special commissioner fo!

the sale of county lands and at another tim(

being vested with authority to adjust certaii

difficult matters in the early history of thi

county. In person he was a tall well pro

portioned man of commanding presence an(

bearing and possessed a wonderful strengtl

and power of endurance; he died in 1876, a

previously stated, from an attack of erysip

elas.

His wife, Elizabeth Mott, was born in Ken
tucky, June 12, 1821. Her family was on i

of the pioneer families of that state and man;

of its members are still living there. One o

her sisters, Mrs. W. H. Helm, lives at Ker
nett. Mrs. Douglass died at Senath, Pebn:

ary 1, 1899. To Mr. and Mrs. Douglas

there were born the following children: Rei
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R. II. Douglass, who died at Caruth in 1904;
William, who died as a youug mau ; J. M. and
A. W. of Seuath; Mrs. Hettie Sattertield of

Helena, Arkansas; Mrs. Jennie Lawson of

Cape Girardeau; Mrs. C. P. MeDauiel and
Mrs. Lucy Baird of Senath.

Judge James M. Douglass, of Senath,
Missouri, was born in Fulton county, Ken-
tucky, October 27, 1847. He is the son of
Alexander T. and Elizabeth (Mott) Douglass
He came with his parents to Dunklin
county in the year 1850. The family set-

tled on Grand Prairie, not far from the site of
the present town of Caruth. Dunklin county
was only sparsely settled at that time and the
life \vas largely that of a frontier country.
Schools were few then and opportunities for
education were very limited. Pioneer life is

wonderfully stimulating to both body and
mind, however, and it is always true that
some education may be had under the most
adverse circumstances. The boy who desires

to learn finds some way opened to him. It

was true in this case. He had always a desire

for an education ajid a ,iust appreciation of
its impoi-tance. This led him to take advan-
tage of such schools as were afforded and to

pnrsue his studies at home. Thus, in spite

of the limitations of early life, he was able to

acquire a business education, being a life-long

student, and is a well informed man.
His principal occupation has been that of

a fanner and stock raiser, although he has
always been interested in other things as

well. In 1879 he was elected county asses-

sor, and made a very careful study of prop-
erty values. The assessment he made was ac-

cordingly one of the fairest and best ever
made in the county. A few years later he
was elected a member of the county court,

serving two terms of two years each. Here
his well known good .iudgment and his knowl-
edge of conditions in the county made his

ser\nces especially valuable to the people.

Since the expiration of his term of office he
has never been a candidate for other official

positions, but he has always maintained an
intelligent interest in politics.

He was one of the organizers of the Cotton
Exchange Bank of Kennett and served as its

president for five years. At the expiration of

that time he assisted in the organization of

the Citizens Bank of Senath. serving as its

president until he was forced to spend some
years away from the coiinty on account of

his health. He is now president of the Bank

of Senath. His business operations have
enabled him to accumulate a competency, and
he owns several hundred acres of fertile farm
land.

Judge Douglass moved to Senath in 1881,
before it was dignified by the name of
"town." At that time the present site of the
town of Senath was a dense forest, and many
are the changes which he has seen worked in
that place. He has been one of the foremost
men of the town of Senath since its organiza-
tion many years ago, and has contributed his
full quota toward the growth and upbuilding
of the town, much of the credit for the pres-

ent standing of Senath as a thriving and
prosperous comnumity of right belonging to

Judge Douglass.

On Christmas day, 1881, he was married to

Miss Belle Phelan, a daughter of William G.
and Belle (Randol) Phelan. The father of

Mrs. Douglass was a native of Ireland, hav-

ing been educated there for the Catholic

priesthood, but became a lawyer instead of

taking holy orders, and for many years prac-

ticed law in southeast Missouri. The mother
was a member of the Randol family of Scott

county, one of the oldest and best known fam-
ilies in the state.

Judge Douglass and his wife are the par-

ents of five children : J. IMott, who is a mem-
ber of the drug firm of Bradley & Douglass

at Senath ; Thomas G., who is superintendent

of schools at Senath ; Jliss Frances, a

teacher in the Senath schools; Allen M., who
is a consulting chemist, now located in Mid-

land, Michigan; and ]\Iargai'et, a student in

the State Normal School at Cape Girardeau.

The Judge is an active member of the Bap-
tist church, and fraternally is a Mason.

Gilbert Owen Nations was born in Perry

county, Missouri, on August 18, 1866. His

father, James W. Nations, fought under the

stars and stripes in the Civil war as a pri-

vate in Company F, Fiftieth ]\Iissouri Vol-

unteer Infantry, and after the close of the

war he engaged in the milling business,

taught school and did considerable survey-

ing and civil engineering, having held the

office of county surveyor of Ste. Genevieve

eount.v, Missouri, for eight years. In 1861

James W. Nations was married to Miss Caro-

line L. Hart, of Perry county, Missouri. Of
this union seven children were bom, five of

whom, including the sub.ject of this sketch,

are living.

Gilbert grew up amid the rugged hills of
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Ste. Genevieve county, where his parents

made their home in his early childhood. Be-

sides the indifferent educational advantages

then offered in the rural schools of that neigh-

borhood, he did much systematic home study

;

and at the age of ten years he had gained

considerable notoriety among the neighbors

on account of his attainments in arithmetic,

geography and other common-school branches

of study. In his eighteenth year he entered

the State Normal School at Cape Girardeau,

ilissouri, and completed the sophomore year

in ten months. After teaching in the public

schools of home county a few terms he^ be-

came a student in the National Normal Uni-

versity at Lebanon, Ohio, then under the

presidency of Alfred Holbrook. and com-

pleted the course in the College of Science.

Returning to ^Missouri, he resumed the work

of teaching in the public schools, holding the

superintendency of schools for several years

successively at Crystal City and at Farm-

ington.

On December 6, 1886, he was married to

Miss Sarah E. :\IcFarland, of Coft'man. :\Iis-

souri. Their oldest child. Heber, is a grad-

uate of the Cape Girardeau State Normal

School and is married and engaged in the

real estate business at Flat River, ilissouri.

Heber is twenty-two yeai-s younger than his

father. Six younger children, Zora, aged

twenty; Gustavus, aged eighteen; Myrtle,

aged fifteen; Paul, aged twelve; Florence,

aged ten, and Carl, aged seven, complete the

family circle of Judge Nations and his esti-

mable wife in their delightful home in Farm-

ington. The entire family except Carl, are

members of the Christian church, in which

the Judge has been an elder for nearly

twenty years.

In 1894 the subject of this sketch was ex-

amined by the State Superintendent of Public

Schools, assisted by the faculty of the War-
reusburg State Normal School, and was given

a first grade state teacher's certificate, valid

for life. He also passed successfully the ex-

amination given by the City Superintendent

of Schools of St. Louis to those applying for

principalships in that city, besides complet-

ing a year of regular post-graduate work at

Hiram College for which he was awarded an
appropriate degree.

Wliile teaching at Farmiugton he studied

law and was admitted to the bar in the spring

of 1902. In the same year the Republican

party nominated him for the office of pro-

bate judge, and he was elected by nearly a

hundred majority, though the county went
Democratic by nearly three hundred major-

ity. No other Republican nominee had then

carried the county in thirty years. At the

close of his term he was renominated and re-

elected in the face of a substantial Demo-
cratic majority.

In his habits and tastes, Judge Nations is

a commoner. He stands uncompromisingly
for clean politics and the rights of the peo-

ple. He is opposed to the control of our

politics and institutions by predatory wealth.

While favoring the principles of the Repub-
lican party, he believes it to be the duty
of voters to favor the election of the men
who are honest and capable and who will

render the best service to the public. As a

lawj-er he is rapidly gaining an envialile

reputation and is building up a clean and
lucrative practice. Those who know him be-

lieve intensely in his personal and profes-

sional honesty. An eloquent and forceful

public speaker, he has become one of the

most influential men in southeast ^Missouri.

Will ^Mayfield College at ^^larble Hill,

ilissouri. is one of the favorably-known, care-

fully conducted and enlightened institutions

of learning of the state. It is the outcome

of what was formerly known as the !May-

field-Smith Academv and was founded in

1878 by W. H. Mayfield and Dr. Smith, at

Sedgewickville. Missouri. In 1880 the school

was moved to ]\Iarble Hill and chartered.

Professor T. W. Tate was the first principal

in charge of the school at Sedgewickville and
twenty-two pupils were enrolled in 1878 and

1879. Elder A. ;\I. Johnson was the first prin-

cipal at :Marble Hill in 1880 and 1881.

The school was successively under the ad-

ministration of Drs. Graham, Graves, Dob-

bins. ]\Iingo and F. J. Hendei-shot, until

1903. when it was re-chartered as the Will

]Mayfield College. It has now at its head

that excellent educator. Professor A. F. Hend-
ricks, of whom further mention is made in

the Hendricks biography on other pages of

this work.
The school has been fostered and sujiported

by the I\Iissionary Baptist of South-Eastern

^Missouri Associations. In 1877 plans were

projected by I\Iessrs. Shurtleff, Jlercer. Jew-

ell and ilayfield for the founding of the

school. On February 10, 1878, a fund of

one thousand one hundred dollars was pro-
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vided by Elder H. P. Toug, district mission-

ary, and anotlier fund or addition to the

foriner, reaching the amount of one thousand
four hundred dollars, was provided at Big
Creek by the St. Francois Association, in

September, 1878, and a committee consisting

of W. H. Maytield, J. Q. A. Whitener, and
E. E. Graham was selected to effect an or-

ganization and select a site.

The tirst board of trustees consisted of

the following gentlemen: J. Prank Sitze, W.
H. Maytield, E. P. Settle, Alexander Jen-

nings, H. M. Williams and William Spark-

man. Those zealous in fostering the college

were : W. H. Maytield, F. M. Wells, J. Frank
Sitze, A. J. Mayfield, H. P. Tong, E. L.

Graham, Francis Graham, Henrv Cheek,

Enoch Robertson, P. C. Shell, J. Q. A.
Whitener, J. W. Revelle. J. C. Heinbrey and
E. R. (iraham. F. M. Wells is president of

the present board of trustees, and Jesse A.

McGlothliu, secretary.

The college is supported entirely by tui-

tion and the Baptists of South-Eastern Mis-

souri. The Baptists of sixteen counties are

interested and students are drawn from the

surrounding counties. Under a re-charting

clause recently enacted, it is impossible for

the college to remain in debt, and it is thus

placed upon a remarkably firm financial

foundation. A large and attractive boarding-

hall (Rosemont Hall) in charge of Mrs.

Hendricks will house thirty-six girl students

comfortably.

Professor W. A. Devault is vice-president

of the college and a faculty of seven teachers

is employed. Two degrees are conferred,

namely: Bachelor of Science and Bachelor
of Arts. Twenty-three graduates were re-

ported for the year 1911 and one hundred
and seventy students were continuously en-

rolled in 1910-1911. Strong departments of

music and elocution are maintained in the

institution, thus sending forth an appeal to

students so inclined. A high moral training

is an important feature, the methods of the

college proceeding on the thought that mo-
ralit.v in the best sense can be taught only
through the inculcation of high ideals con-

stantly kept before the minds of the student.

The college buildings, which are commodi-
ous structures, are .situated on a commanding
wooded height, and are situated in a health-

ful locality, excellent drinking water of the

mineral sort similar to that obtained from
the IMarble Hill mineral well furni.shing a

strong recommendation to parents to whom
the health of their sons and daughters is

dear.

Professor A. P. Hendricks. There is no
profession open to man so fraught with equal
responsibility and opportunity to serve the

race as that of the educator, for in equip-

ping the young for their work in life he has
somehow to combine all professions, and in

the greater number of individuals that pass
through his hands at the most pliant periods
of their careers, he holds the responsibility

for the mental, moral, and physical vigor
of each recurring "next generation." One
of the educators of southeastern Jlissouri

whose calibre justifies his high calling is

Professor A. P. Hendricks, the president of

Mayfield College. He is a man in whom high
ideals and exceptional vision are happily
united with a broad experience and keen
sense of practical values, a combination ot

qualities needed but rarely found in the field

of education.

Professor A. P. Hendricks was born Feb-
ruary 1, 1870, in James county, Tennessee,
the son of Nathan and J\Iary J. Hendricks.
His father was a skilled mechanic, and both
the parents, knowing the inestimable value

of a thorough education, were vastl.v inter-

ested that their son should enjoy its benefits.

After having finished his preparatory work
in the public schools of Bircliwood, Tennessee,

the son attended the seminary at Shumach,
Georgia, and then went to Dayton Univer-
sity in Tennes.see. Pollo^nng that Professor
Hendricks went to the Valparaiso Universit.v,

at Valparaiso, Indiana, graduating there in

the class of 1904. He returned the next year
and took post-graduate work in the same col-

lege. In the year 1906 his desire to be thor-

oughly prepared for his life work led him
to take graduate work in the University of

Chicago. In his career as an educator Pro-
fessor Hendricks has been in many places.

In 1905-1907 he was principal of the Lutes-
ville schools. His first teaching was done
in 1893, in Hamilton county, Tennessee, and
he had charge of the ilorgantown schools for

three years, follo^ving by two years at the

head of the Da.vton city schools. In 1907 he
was elected to the presidenc.v of Will May-
field College, and his incumboicy of this of-

fice has been such as to bring honor both on
himself and on the institution whose policies

he directs. Since his advent, an addition to
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the college buildings has been made at a

cost of sis thousand dollars, and the annual
report shows an attendance of one hundred
and seventy students, in all departments, the

academic course of four years and the col-

lege departments, both the scientitic and the

classical courses.

Will ]\Iayfield College is under the control

of the Saint Francis Association of the three

counties. It is supported in its running ex-

penses by the tuitional fees. Under its new
charter, recently obtained in the place of

the original charter, it is not allowed to in-

cur ajiy indebtedness, so that the college is

now on a solid financial basis. All the build-

ings and rooms have been repaired, and all

are furnished complete. The college confers

two degrees, B. S. and A. B. In 1911 there

were twenty-three academic graduates and
two graduates from the college receiving the

degree of B. S., and there were seven teachers

on the instructing corps. Besides its regular

curriculum, "Will Mayfield College has a de-

partment of music and of elocution. Its dor-

mitory, of which J\lrs. Hendricks has charge,

can accommodate thirtj'-six girl students.

The personnel of the student body is made
up largely of residents of Bollinger and ad-

joining counties. President Hendricks holds

both the degrees of B. S. and A. M. He is

also one of the members of the Southeastern

Missouri Educational Association. jMuch

might be said of Professor Hendricks' work
as president. It is certain that the college

is establishing a reputation of which ^Marble

Hill may well be proud. His eii'orts are

building up the institution, and the annual

attendance has steadily increased since his

advent.

On September 22, 1897, was solemnized

the marriage of Professor Hendricks to I\Iiss

Dora Pence, of Ellijay, Gilmer county,

Georgia. She is a daughter of L. B. and
Lydia Pence, and was reared and educated
in the Cracker state. Their marriage was
celebrated in Dayton, Tennessee. Professor

and ilrs. Hendricks have no children, ilrs.

Hendricks has entire charge of Rosemont
Hall, the students' dormitory.

Fraternally Pi'ofessor Hendricks is affil-

iated with the Ancient Free and Accepted
ilasons, the Independent Order of Odd Fel-

lows, the Knights of Pythias and the ]Modern
Woodmen of America. Both he and his wife

are devout members of the Baptist church.

Hon. Sterling H. McCaety. Prominent
among the representative la^vyers and pub-

lic men of southeastern Missouri stands

Sterling H. McCartj"^, member of the law firm

of Duncan & ilcCarty, of Caruthersville, ilis-

souri, one of the strong combinations of legal

talent in this section. He has also had an
opportunit}^ to "give a taste of his quality"

as a legislator, having been elected to repre-

sent Pemiscot county in the fortj-sixth gen-

eral assemblj^ of the state of IMissouri. He
belongs not to the class of modern politicians

whose sole aim seems to be self-advancement,

but gives his time and energies for the good
of his fellow men and for securing wise legis-

lation that \\'ill benefit the entire state. In
politics he is of stanch Democratic convic-

tions and has ever proved read.v to do any-
thing, to go anywhere to support the cause

of the party to which he pins his faith.

]\Ir. McCarty is a native of Kentucky', his

birth having occurred in Henderson county,

January 8, 1876, the son of John and Belle

(Hicks) McCartj'. His identification with

ilissouri dates from 1889, when the family
removed to this state. He was educated pri-

marily in the common schools and subse-

quentlj^ entered the normal school at Cape
Girardeau. Later he was appointed a cadet

at the United States Naval Academy at Ann-
apolis, ^Maryland, where he had the advantage
of its splendid discipline. In the meantime
having come to the conclusion to adopt the

law as his profession, he entered the law de-

partment of Washington Universit.v at St.

Louis, Missouri, and graduated with the de-

gree of LL. B. When it came to engaging
in the active practice of the profession for

which he is so eminently well fitted, he de-

cided upon Caruthersville and here his ca-

reer has been of the most satisfactory char-

acter.

The Hon. Mr. ilcCarty has had military

experience, as well as naval, having enlisted

and served as a volunteer during the Span-
ish-American war, as a member of Company
C, First Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers.

He taught his first school when eighteen years

of age, in Stoddard county, Missouri, and in

1901 was elected count.v school commissioner

of Pemiscot county, being at the time super-

intendent of the Haj'ti (IMissouri) schools.

He has been honored in his professional life

and ser\'ed as judge of the probate court

of Pemiscot countv from October, 1904, to
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January 1, 1911. His election to the state

legislature from Pemiscot county occurred in

November, 1910. He took an active part in

the session, being chairman of the commit-
tee on constitutional amendments and per-

manent seat of government ; served as house
chairman of the committee to investigate the
fish and game department; as a member of

the committee on elections; and the commit-
tee on wills and probate law.

IMr. ileCarty is a popular and prominent
lodge man, being a thirty-second degree Ma-
son and a member of the Eastern Star, and
a member of the Modern Woodmen of Amer-
ica, of the Elks and the Redmen. He has
not yet become a recrait to the Benedicts and
maintains his residence in Caruthersville.

William Arthur Cooper. One of the ris-

ing young attorneys of Washington county
is William Arthur Cooper, whose brilliant

gifts and definite achievements thus early
in life presage a career of more than usual
usefulness and honor. He has for several
years held the office of prosecuting attorney
and is one of the leaders of local Republicau-
ism, being one of the most loyal and un-
swerving of the adherents of the "Grand Old
Party." Mr. Cooper was born May 26, 1882,
on a farm in the western part of Washing-
ton county.

His father, William Cooper, was an Ohioan
and was the son of Eugeneous W. Cooper,
who was a fisherman and collier by trade, a
Republican in politics and a member of the
Baptist church. At about the time William
reached his majority he left the parental
roof-tree and came to Missouri, where he
purchased a farm and took his place among
the state's agriculturists. He was married
April 16, 1881. to Miss Mary Elizabeth
Crump, of Washington county, daughter of
Feudall P. Crump and Margeline (nee San-
ders) Crump, and their two sons are Wil-
liam Arthur and Claude Fendall. He has
continued engaged in farming throughout his
life and also acted as postmaster at Brazil
for a number of years, meeting the duties of
the office ^yith all faithfulness. He is Re-
publican in politics and in his religious views
he is of the Baptist persuasion." Although
he is interested in public affairs and gives
heart and hand to all measures Hkely to re-
sult in general welfare, he is by no means
an office seeker. He and his wife reside on

the old homestead farm in the vicinity of

Brazil.

William A. Cooper, prosecuting attorney

of Washington county received his early

education in the common schools and sub-

seciuently attended the Steelville Normal
School. He taught school for about four

years. Meanwhile, however, he came to the

decision to make the law his life work and
studied for the profession under the tutor-

ship of Judge E. M. Bearing, of Potosi, and
Hon. A. L. Reeves, of Steelville. He was
admitted to the bar in 1904 and shortly there-

after hung up his professional shingle at

Potosi and there entered upon his practice,

in a short time winning the confidence and
clientage of his fellow townsmen. He was
recognized as of the proper material for of-

fice and served one term as justice of the

peace; he was also alderman and city clerk

of Potosi and his services in those capacities

made appropriate his appointment bj' Gov-
ernor Hadley (October 1, 1909) to the office

of prosecuting attornej' to fill the unexpired
term of S. G. Nipper, resigned. In the fol-

lowing year he was elected to the same of-

fice on the Republican ticket. In this office

he has won remarkable distinction as an able

lawyer and an efficient officer.

On October 23, 1904, ilr. Cooper was
united in marriage to iliss Irene Blount, of

Palmer, the lady of his choice. They have
one daughter, Helen Mary. Mr. Cooper is

not a member of any church, although a

strong supporter of the cause of Christianity.

His •nafe and child are members of the Meth-
odist Episcopal church, South.

Professor Frederick Arthur Culmer.
One of the valued members of the faculty of

Marvin College is Professor Frederick Ar-
thur Culmer, Ph. B., LL. B., A. M., who
holds the chair of English and History in

that institution of learning. He is looked
upon as one of the most talented and en-

lightened of the educators of this section of

the state and he is also a clergj^man of the

Methodist Episcopal church. South. He first

assumed his professorship in Marvin College

in 1907, continued through that year; was
again appointed in 1910, and has been but
recently appointed for continued service.

Professor Culmer was born in the county
of Kent, England, December 2, 1883, the son

of George Culmer, gentleman, now retired
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for many years, and his wife, whose maiden

name was Nellie Brenehley. The family is

one of the oldest and most dignified in En-

gland, its history having been traced back

to 862 A. D. A part of the family, which is

of Danish origin, removed to Holland in

some political crisis and in that country the

spelling of the name has been changed to

Kulmer.
Professor Culmer received a high school edu-

cation in his native country and at the age

of twenty came to America, via Canada. In

course of time he found his way to Knob
Lick, Saint Francois county, Missouri, and

there worked for a short time in a stone

quarry. Although so young a man, he had

already been active in church Avork as an

exhorter and he now and then, after com-

ing to the state, engaged in this. He was

at first content with vei-y humble positions

and for some time drove a delivery wagon
for the J. T. Evans department store at

Elvins, Missouri. He continued thus em-

ployed until the meeting of the district con-

ference of the Methodist Episcopal church,

at Oak Ridge, Missouri, when he was licensed

to preach. He then filled the pulpit at Ar-

cadia until the annual conference of the

church at DeSoto, Missouri. Subsequent to

that he accepted a home with Rev. T. W.
Shannon, of Fredericktown, his duties in the

household being to care for the conservatory

and grounds. Meantime he attended ilarvin

College for two years, and his ability and

character were so apparent that in the third

year he was offered the position of assistant

instructor of mathematics, while at the same

time pursuing his studies. In 1907 he was

graduated with the Ph. B. degree, and in

the ensuing year was elected to the chair of

mathematics. In the year subsequent he

took a special course in theology at Vander-

hilt University, Nashville, Tennessee, and the

next year matriculated at Morrisville Col-

lege, where he pursued studies and at the

same time taught English. In 1909-10 he

accepted a call as pastor of the Park Avenue
Methodist Episcopal church, South, of Rich

Hill, Missouri. His pastorate there was of

the most successful and satisfactory char-

acter, and during it the present beautiful

church was erected at a cost of twenty thou-

sand dollars. Desiring to resume his career

as a college instructor. Professor Culmer was
proffered and accepted the chair of English

and History at ]\Iarvin College, and he is

at the present time the incumbent of the

same. He is a thorough as well as an am-
bitious student and from boyhood has ling-

ered willingly at the "Pierian spring." Like

so many other students he has found corre-

spondence courses profitable and finished his

incompleted studies by means of correspond-

ence with Oskaloosa College, Oskaloosa, Iowa,

his A. B. and A. M. degrees being obtained

in this way. He received his LL. B. degree

by correspondence work with the Illinois Col-

lege of Law, and his Ph. B. degree from
Maiwin Collegiate Institute, now Marvin Col-

lege. He is now pursuing his studies leading

to the degree of Doctor of Philosophy.

Professor Culmer established an independ-
ent household by his union with Miss Allene
Philips, of Higginsville, Missouri, daughter
of the late Rev. Lamartine Philips, for thirty-

three yeai-s pastor of the Methodist Episco-

pal church. South, in the Southwestern Mis-

souri Conference. The subject and his wife

share their delightful home with a baby'

daughter, Fredonia Linnell, born December
7, 1910.

Rev. Lamartine Philips was a native of

Roachport, Howard county, Missouri, and re-

ceived his education in the Randolph-Macon
College of Virginia. He prepared for both

the law and the ministry, and he remained
in the work of the latter until his death, on
January 11, 1908, at the age of fifty-four

years. This reverend gentleman, whose work
was cut short when almost in the prime of

life, is interred in ]\It. Washington ceme-
tery, Kansas City, Missouri. The Philips

family is one of the oldest in Missouri. IMrs.

Culmer 's mother, whose maiden name was
Verlinda Norfleet, was a native of Kentucky.

Mrs. Culmer was reared in southwestern
Missouri and is a cultured and admirable
young, woman. She received her musical edu-

cation at Sedalia College of Music, where she

spent four years and at Independence, Mis-
souri, where she pursued her studies for three

years. She devoted seven years to advanced
piano study and is an artiste.

Edward D. Anthony, whose name occu-

pies a conspicuous place on the roll of Mis-l

souri's eminent lawyers, during some three

decades' connection with the bar of the state

has won and maintained a reputation for

ability that has given him just preeminence
among his professional brethren. In the law,

as in every other walk of life, success is.
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largely tiie outcome of resolute purpose and
unfaltering industry,—quali'ties that are pos-

sessed in a large degree by Mr. Anthony. The
official headquarters of Mr. Edward D. An-
thony are in the Telephone Exchange Build-

ing, at Fredericktown, JMissouri. He is at-

torney for the Security Bank of this city and
at one time was attorney for a number of

mining companies in this section of the state,

in addition to which he is also interested in

the Citizens' Telephone Company at Fred-
ericktown.
A native son of ^lissouri, Mr. Anthony

was born in IMadison county, this state, the
date of his birth being the 8th of July, 1856,

and he is a scion of a fine old pioneer family
in this state. His parents. Joseph F. and
Martha J. (Stevenson) Anthony, were like-

wise born in JIadison county, ^Missouri, the

former in 1818 and the latter in 1835. The
fatlier was a son of William J. Anthony, a

native of Tennessee, whence he removed to

Missouri in the year 1816, locating on a farm
three miles east of Fredericktown. The
mother is a daughter of Hugh B. Stevenson,

who came to Missouri from North Carolina

in the year 1820. Mr. Stevenson was a farm-

er and stockman by occupation and his fine

old estate is still in the possession of his de-

scendants, ilrs. ]\Iartha J. Anthony survives

her honored husband and she is now residing,

at the age of seventy-six years, at Frederick-

town, Joseph F. Anthony was summoned to

the life eternal in 1883, at the age of sixty-

six years. He gained distinctive prestige as

a farmer and stockman. In 1849 he made the

overland trip to California and subsequently

[

was a lieutenant in the Mexican war, in which

I

he participated in a number of important en-

gagements. During his life time he made
three trips to California, where he owned
considerable mining property and some val-

uable real estate in San Francisco. He suf-

' fered a very heav,y loss in the San Francisco

I

fire of the early 50s. The various members
1 of the Anthony family in ilissouri are all de-

I vout members of the Christian church, and
1 it is interesting to note at this juncture that
I pioneers of the name in Madison county,

I Missouri, established a church of that de-

I

nomination as early as 1824. A beautiful

I

new Christian church is now being built at

I
Fredericktown. Mr. and Mrs. Joseph F. An-

' thony became the parents of five children,

I Eliza, the wife of Charles Remraert, of St.

Louis, Missouri ; Julia, Mrs. Theo. Underrine,

of JIadison county, Missouri ; Sterling P., a
merchant at Webb City, ]\Iissouri ; James F.
maintains his home in Madison county, Mis-
souri

; and Edward D., the immediate subject
of this review.

Edward D. Anthony was reared to maturity
in ^Madison county, where he has always re-

sided, and his rudimentary educational train-
ing consisted of such advantages as were
afforded in the public schools of Frederick-
town. Subsequently he attended the state

normal school for two years and eventually
he began to read law under the able preeep-
torship of B. B. Cahoon, of Fredericktown.
He was admitted to practice at the Missouri
bar in March, 1881, and since that time has
won renown as a versatile trial lawyer and
well fortified counselor at Fredericktown,
where he has been engaged in the active prac-
tice of his profession for fully a score of
years. Mr. Anthony is a stockholder in the
Security Bank, for which substantial mone-
tary concern he is attorney, and he is gen-
eral manager and principal owner of the
Citizens' Telephone Company, at Frederick-
town. He is a business man and lawyer of

unusual ability and as such his services are
in great demand in this section of the state.

In a fraternal way he is affiliated with the
time-honored ^la.sonic order, the Independent
Order of Odd Fellows, the Modem Wood-
men of America and the Modern Brotherhood
of America. In religious matters he is a
devout member of the Christian church, to

whose philanthropical work he is a most
liberal contributor. In politics he is a

Democrat, warmly advocating party princi-

ples, although he is not an active politician.

He has devoted himself assiduously to his

profession and has not sought political office.

As a man he is thoroughly conscientious, of

undoubted integrity, affable and courteous in

manner and has a host of loyal and devoted
friends.

Mr. Anthony was happily married in 1880,

to i\Iiss Laura Nifong, a native of Frederick-

town, JMissouri, and a daughter of J. T. and
Amanda (Caruthers) Nifong, the former a

general merchant and farmer. An uncle of

Mrs. Anthony's, Mr. Samuel Caruthers, was
congressman from this district. ]Mr. and ili-s.

Anthon.y have two daughters, namely : Edith,

wife of S. S. Clarke, a mining engineer of

Saint Francois county, ^Missouri ; and Anna,
wife of H. H. Martin, engaged in mining op-

erations in Saint Francois county. Mr. Mar-
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tin has mined in British Columbia and many
othei- districts. They have one son, Edgar
Anth'ony Martin, born September 1-1, 1911.

Charles Pope Postox. il. D. Other men's

ser^^ces to the people and state can be meas-

ured by definite deeds, by dangers averted,

by legislation secured, by institutions built,

by commerce promoted. The work of a doc-

tor is entirely estranged from these lines of

enterprise and yet without his capable, health-

giving assistance all other accomplishments

would count for naught. ilan's greatest

prize on earth is physical health and vigor.

Nothing deteriorates mental activity as

cjuickly as prolonged sickness—hence the

broad field for human lielpfulness afforded

in the medical profession. The successful

doctor reciuires something more than mere
technical training—he must be a man of

broad human sympathy and genial kindli-

ness, capable of inspiring hope and faith in

the heart of his patient. Such a man is Dr.

Charles Pope Poston, who for the last ciuar-

ter of a century has en.ioyed distinction and
success as a skillful physician and surgeon

of Bonne Terre and vicinity. The years

have told the storv of a useful career due

to the possession of innate talent and ac-

quired ability along the line of one of the

most important professions to which a man
may devote his energies,—the alleviation of

pain and suffering and the restoration to

health. The Poston family is one noted for

its gifted physicians, the father of the sub-

ject. Dr. Henry "W. Poston, of Irondale, hav-

ing been a well-known pioneer doctor, and
one of his sons. Dr. Harry Poston, well

maintaining the honored prestige of the

name. As a citizen he is interested in the

success of good government and aids in the

promotion of business and social harmony
by a straightforward course as a citizen.

Dr. Poston is a native of the state, his

birth having occurred at Irondale, Washing-
ton county, on the 28th of September, 1854.

He is a son of Dr. Henry "\V. and Casandria
(Ashburn) Poston. natives of Jlissouri and
Kentucky, respectively. Dr. Henry AY. Pos-

ton practiced at Irondale for about thirty-

five years and was a credit to his profes-

sion. He died when sixty-four years of age,

and he was also a farmer, active Democrat
and Presb^'terian. Dr. Henry Poston was
a native of St. Francois county. Missouri.

and his father, Henry, was a native of North

Carolina and came to Missouri, St. Francois

county, in 1806.- He was a civil engineer

and farmer, and owned quite a large tract

of land, operating same with slaves. "When
it came to choosing a life work young Charles

Pope Poston decided, ^rith little difficulty,

to follow in the paternal footsteps. He had
received his preliminary education at Iron-

dale and Y'estminster College at Fulton. Mis-

souri, and took his medical course at AYash-

ingrton University in St. Louis. Since his

graduation he has practiced at Bonne Terre,

and there and in the siu-rounding country

he enjoys the highest general confidence. It

is of such men as he that Alexander Pope
penned his famous couplet, "A wise physi-

cian, skill 'd our wounds to heal, is more
than armies to the public weal."" Dr. Pos-

ton specializes in g^•necology and internal

medicine and has been chief surgeon for the

St. Joseph Lead Company, and for the ilis-

sissippi River & Bonne Terre Railway Com-
pany for thirty-five years, when he resigned,

and his son Harry P. was appointed to that

position.

Dr. Poston married on the 26th day of

September 1883. the young woman to become
his wife and congenial life companion be-

ing Miss ilahala Cunningham, of Farming-
ton. Their union has been blessed by the

birth of nine children, seven of whom are

living at the present time. They are as fol-

lows: Hariy P., M. D., of whom mention
is found on other pages of this work), ^Marie

Louise. Charles H.. Florence N.. Yirgil. Frank
D. and Stanly. The older children are all

college graduates.

Dr. Poston subscribes to the articles of

faith of the Democratic party, with which
he has been affiliated since his earliest vot-

ing days. He is a prominent member of

the ilasonic fraternity and emulates in his

own living those fine ideals of moral and
social justice and brotherly love for which
the order stands.

Andrew T. Schultze. In these days of

intensified farming agricultural reports teU

us that a comfortable living may be made
from ten acres of good land, planted to ad-

vantage. Whether our average farmer would
agree to this we know not, but all will agree

that a comfortable living, with some for lux-

uries, can be obtained from several hundred
acres of rich southeastern ^Missouri land, than
which there is no better in the Union. The



HISTORY OF SOUTHEAST MISSOURI 579

subject of this sketch, Andrew T. Schultze,

is not only owner of a large farm three miles

east of Washington, in Franklin eount.v, ]\Iis-

souri, but he is closely allied with several

other successful business enterprises.

The father of Andrew T. Schultze was An-
drew Schultze, Sr., who was a native of Ger-

many, his birth having occurred at Leun-
burg ill 1810. It was the wish of his par-

ents that he enter the ministry, and accord-

ingly he supplemented the education ob-

tained at the common schools in his native

land by a course in the theological depart-

ment of the University of Berlin, from which

he was graduated. Being especially fond of

the languages, he devoted all his spare time

to mastering Greek, Latin. French and sev-

eral other European tongues, all preparatory

to his engaging in the ministry of the Evan-
gelical church. However, ''the best laid

plans of mice and men gang aft agley, " and
Andrew Schultze decided to visit the United

States and. if this new country pleased him,

to settle here. Accordingly he immigi*ated

to the United States, and in 1849 settled in

Missouri, near the present homestead of his

son, the aforementioned Andrew T. Schultze.

He immediately adapted himself to the new
world methods and manners, and made him-

self agreeable to all his neighbors, who es-

teemed and respected him for his splendid

educational eciuipmeut, and at the same time

loved him for his manly character and strik-

ing personality.

At the breaking out of hostilities in the

Civil war period ilr. Schultze supported the

flag of the Union, but. being too old to en-

liist in active service, he could do no more
than enthuse those about him in the cause.

He was thus strongly Republican in poli-

tics, but veered off with the liberal element
of that party during the Greeley campaign,
later, however, coming- back into the fold

of his parent party. His extreme popular-
ity and the confidence reposed in him by
the citizens of Franklin county is best evi-

denced by the fact that in November, 1872,

Mr. Schultze was nominated for county
judge by the Democratic party, and elected,

chiefly upon the local issue of opposition to

the payment of the road bonds which had
been wrongfully saddled upon the county.

He died the next month, however, December,
1872, before assuming his official position,

and this sudden demise delayed for several

years the final adjustment of the matter.

Though Mr. Schultze never entered religious

work as had been originally planned, yet

his interest in everything good continued un-

abated, and he did much in a (|uiet way for

the l)etterinent of conditions in his innuediate

community, and was one to whom much credit

is due in the building of the present Evan-
gelical church in Washington, ilr. Schultze

was married in Germany to Johanna Kaiser,

born in 1830, and to them were born the fol-

lowing children : Bertha, the widow of Wil-

liam Daetweiler, of Franklin county ; Andrew
T., whose biography follows; Charles, of Ari-

zona; Fredrick, who died at fourteen years
of age ; Adolph, who died at the age of forty

;

Rudolph, now a resident of Union, ^Missouri

;

Otto, living on the old homestead in this

county ; Ernst, of Union ; Louise, who died

when fourteen years of age ; and Anna, wife

of George Hausmann, of Washington, ilrs.

Andrew Schultze, Sr., is still living in Frank-
lin county, Missouri.

The man who has before him a living

example of honesty, integrity, manliness and
innate culture is bound to live up to that

standard. With such a father Andrew T.

Schultze could not be less a man. His birth

occurred March 19, 1854, in Franklin county,

so that he has lived all his life in south-

eastern Missouri. Though the educational

facilities in Jlissouri at that time were not

what the father had had in Germany, yet
he determined that his sou should be edu-
cated as well as possible. Young Andrew
therefore attended private schools and pub-
lic schools at Washington, the high school

at Hermann, and later took a commercial
course in one of the business colleges of St.

Louis. Having a love for nature and na-

ture's handiwork, our subject had early de-

cided that he would follow in his father's

footsteps a little farther, and would adopt
farming as his life work, and ^^^th the ex-

ception of two years passed in Colorado,

1883-84, in the cattle business. 'Sir. Schultze

has carried out his original plans.

As before stated, the attractive farm which
was originally the old Bell homestead, three

miles east of Washington, is now owned and
operated by Andrew T. Schultze, but Mr.
Schultze does not confine his interests en-

tirely to agricultural pursuits. He is presi-

dent of the Farmers' Mutual Insurance Com-
pany of Franklin county; is a stockholder

in the National Cob Pipe Works of Union;
and is president of that thriving institution,
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the Franklin County Bank, established in

November, 1909, and associated in this busi-

ness -svith F. W. Hawley, as vice-president

and C. M. Ellis, as cashier. The bank has

a ci^pital stock of thirty thousand dollars,

and a large clientele among the farmers ad-

jacent to Washington. During the past years

Mr. Sehultze has served the government as

carrier for route No. 1, rural mail service,

which he organized.

In politics Mr. Sehultze was reared under
the banner of the Republican party, but after

much reading and study he could not find it

consistent with his belief to uphold high tar-

iff, so cast his influence and his ballot with

the Democratic party, which he still supports.

He is genial and affable and enjoys many
social hours with his fellow members in the

ranks of the Modern AYoodmen and the

Turnverein. The family are members of the

Evangelical church.

Mr. Sehultze was married in Franklin
county, December 28, 1888, to Jliss Alvina

Berg-ner, a daughter of George Bergner, a

native of Saxony, a man of much mechanical

genius, being by vocation a lock and a gun-

smith, and a holder of many patents for in-

vention. To Mr. and ]\Irs. Sehultze have
been born the following children, Alvina,

Nellie H. and Cora V., also Johanna, who
died when about ten years of age.

Harry L. IMachen. "\Miether the elements

of success in life are innate attributes of

the individual or whether they are quick-

ened by a process of circumstantial develop-

ment, it is impossible clearly to determine.

Yet the study of a successful life is none
the less profitable by reason of the existence

of this uncertainty and in the majority of

eases it is found that exceptional ability,

amounting to genius, perhaps, was the real

secret of the pre-eminence which many en-

vied. So it appears to the student of human
nature who seeks to trace the history- of the

rise of Harrj' L. IMachen, a tj'pical Ameri-
can of the best class. He is yet a young
man but has achieved a success that many
an older resident of Cape Girardeau might
envy. He is the popular and efficient in-

cumbent of the office of cashier of the Sturdi-

vant Bank of this city.

A native of Sikeston, Scott county, Mis-

souri, ilr, Harry L. Machen was bom on the

5th of February, 1880, and he is a scion of a
fine old Bluegrass family. His father, Henry

L. Machen, was born in Lyon county, Ken-
tucky, in the year 1843. When a lad of eight-

een years of age, Harrj- L. ilachen enlisted as

a soldier in the Confederate army, becoming
a member of a western Kentucky company,
in Cobb's Artillerv, and serving with all of

valor and faithfulness as a soldier for a
period of two j'ears. He participated in a

number of important engagements marking
the progress of the war and was active in

the battle of Shiloh, being one of the few
survivors of that sanguinary campaign. He
was taken prisoner by the Federal army and
for a time was held in duress in the Dela-
ware prison. After the close of the war he
resided in his native state of Kentucky un-
til the year 1877. at which time he removed
to ilissouri, settling in Scott county, where
he was one of the largest and most influential

farmers of the southeastern section of the

state. He was also largely interested in the
lumbering business. In 1891 he retired from
active participation in business affaii-s and
removed to Dexter, ]Missouri, where his de-

mise occurred on the 1st of Jul.v, 1893, at

the comparativelj' early age of fifty years.

The paternal grandfather of him to whom
this sketch is dedicated was Colonel B.

IMachen, who served on the staff" of General
Longstreet in the Confederate army. Col-

onel Machen was a prominent resident and
a public-spirited citizen of Lyon county, Ken-
tucky, and after the war he was honored
with election to membership in the United
States senate, in which capacity- he served
with all of honor and distinction. Heniy L.

ilachen married Emma Wyatt, the ceremony
having been performed in Lyon county, Ken-
tuckj', in 1876. To this union were born
four children, of whom the subject of this

sketch is the eldest. The others are : Mar-
garet, who is now Mrs. James G. Reynolds;
Edward Kirby IMachen, who died November
7, 1902; and Mary Florence, who resides at

home with her mother and brother.

After the death of the father, the Machen
family removed to Cape Girardeau, where
Harry L., who was then a lad of thirteen

j'ears of age, completed his rudimentary' edu-

cational discipline. For a period of three

years he was a student in the State Normal
School, at Cape Girardeau, ^Missouri, and at.

the age of eighteen years he entered the

Sturdivant Bank, where he has remained to.

the present time. In 1902 he was made as-

sistant cashier of that substantial and highly
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reliable financial institution and on the 1st

of March, 1909, he was promoted to the posi-

tion of cashier. The Sturdivant Bank is the

oldest monetary concern of its kind in south-

eastern Missouri, having been established in

1866, by Colonel Roliert Sturdivant, one of

the early pioneers in this section of the state.

The bank has always enjoyed a good business

and has successfully passed through three

panics. It has a very conservative policy and
through shrewd management has won a well

merited reputation as one of the finest finan-

cial institutions in this jjart of the country.

Prior to Colonel Sturdivant 's acquisition of

this bank it was a branch of the State Bank
of Missouri. Up to 1882 it was a private cor-

poration Init in that year it was incorporated

as a state bank, with a capital stock of thirty

thousand dollars. Later the capital was in-

creased to fifty thousand dollars and in 1902

to one hundred thousand dollars. The sur-

plus and undivided profits amount to forty-

five thousand dollars. The stockholders of

the Sturdivant Bank are some of the wealth-

iest and most reliable citizens of southeastern

Missouri and the splendid reputation enjoyed

by the bank is largely the outcome of the

sterling attributes of the officials and board

of directors. Mr. Machen is strictly a self-

made man and in addition to the duties de-

volving upon him as cashier of the above

bank he is a director and one of the large

stockholders in the Elks Realty Company.
He is also a stockholder in the Cape Girar-

deau Park Association, and has a fine farm
in New Madrid county.

In a fraternal way Mr. Machen is affil-

iated with the local lodge of the Benevolent
and Protective Order of Elks and his relig-

ious faith is in harmony with the tenets of

the Presbyterian church. In politics he ac-

cords an unswerving allegiance to the cause

of the Democratic party and while he has

never manifested aught of ambition or de-

sire for the honors or emoluments of public

office of any description he was persuaded at

one time to accept the temporary position of

city treasurer, after the impeachment of the

regular incumbent of that office. He is not

married and resides with his mother and
sister in their beautiful home at 315 Bell-

view street. In all the relations of life Mr.
IMachen has so conducted himself as to com-
mand the unalloyed confidence and esteem
of his fellow citizens and at Cape Girardeau
he is universally admired and respected for

his straightforward and honorable business

career.

Henry T. West, one of Kennett's promi-

nent business men, is also identified with the

political life of the town. It is not often

that there are united in one man the qualities

which make a successful farmer, an enter-

prising business man and a jurist, but Judge
West is the unusual exception. During the

thirt.y years and more that he has been a

resident of Dunklin countj', the Democratic
party has found in him one of its most stal-

^vart supporters, and a brief review of his

life will serve to recall to the minds of his

friends and acquaintances his business and
public career of faithfulness, ability and
honor.

Henry T. West was born November 30,

1852, in Williamson county, Illinois, where
his father was a leading merchant and county

official. After attending the public schools

of his home locality and obtaining valuable

experience as a farmer, on December 15,

1878, the stalwart young man of twenty-six

left his native state and came to Missouri,

where he likewise devoted himself to agricul-

tural pursuits. He located on a farm five

miles north of Kennett, but at the time of

his coming the land was in its primitive con-

dition, covered with a thick growth of tim-

ber. During the twelve years following his

arrival 'Sir. West cleared a great portion of

the land, brought it under cultivation, built

good fences and made many other improve-

ments. In 1890 he established a general mer-

chandise business at Kennett, under the firm

name of West & Bailey. For six years, under
able management, the enterprise prospered,

but in 1896 the store was destroyed by fire

and the partnership was dissolved. In the

course of the following years he twice entered

into business in Kennett, and in April, 1902,

he opened the store which he owns to-day.

He carries a complete line of groceries of

all kinds, but he aims to carry only one
quality, and that the best. Mr. West's third

and last venture in the mercantile field has
already been of longer duration than either

of his previous undertakings, and it has met
with success from the very outset.

]\lr. West has been married twice; his first

wife was Jliss Pauline Jane Ralls, to whom
he was united on September 26, 1873, just

before he had attained his majority. During
the seven years of married life which fol-
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lowed three children were born to the couple,

and in 1880 Mrs. West died in Dunklin
county. The names of the three children

ai-e as follows : W. H., the eldest, the present

assessor of Dunklin county; Daisy, who died

at the age of eighteen ; Lul, who did not sur-

%'ive infancy; In 1881 ilr. AVest celebrated

his second marriage, to ]\Iiss Rosalie T. Greer,

a native of Scott county, Missouri, where she

passed her maiden life. Mrs. Rosalie West
became the mother of nine children, five of

wliom died in infancy; one, Rosa, survived

until she was fifteen years of age, and the

three living children are as follows: Martha
M., who was educated in the schools of Ken-
nett, and is now a teacher in that place, af-

ter having taught two years at Senath, Mis-

souri; Grace and Ruth, who are still pupils

in the public schools.

Mr. West is affiliated with the Independ-

ent Order of Odd Fellows, in which society

he is a past noble gi-and and its present treas-

urer. He holds membership with the Chris-

tian church of Kennett ; for a period of forty

years has been connected with the Disciples

and during that time he has ever been an
active worker for the local church which he

attended ; indeed, ilr. West is so constituted

that he is bound to take an active part in

connection with any enterprise in which he

believes. This is as true in regard to politics

as it is with religious matters. He finds in

the Democratic platform the elements of good
government, and, such being his \aews, he has
been constant in upholding the Democratic
party, which in its turn has shown its ap-

preciation of his support and of his abilities

and character by bestowing honors on him.
It is well to state, however, that none of the

offices which he has filled have been sinecures,

but on the contrary have required the in-

telligent care which they have received at

his hands.

In 1902 ilr. West was elected chairman of

the board of ti-ustees of Kennett ; after .serv-

ing on the board for the ensuing five years
he declined re-election and was released from
office the follo\\ang two years. His services,

however, were too valuable for him to be
allowed to continue inactive in that regard,

and in 1908 he was re-elected to the board
of trustees, in which capacity he has served
continuously ever since. ]\Iany of the im-
provements which have appeared in Kennett
during the last few years are the direct re-

sult of his influence and efforts. For six

years he sensed as police judge of Kennett,

performing the duties pertaining to that of-

fice in the most scrupulous manner; but in

such a quiet, effective way did he go to work
that he was able to accomplish splendid re-

sults without making enemies. At the close

of his six years' term, he was held in the

highest esteem by both Republican and Dem-
ocratic parties alike. He served two teniis

as justice of the peace, the first four years

from January, 1897, to January, 1901, and
he was again elected in the fall of 1906, serv-

ing from January, 1907. to January', 1911.

In 1910 Mr. West was the regTilar Democratic
nominee for the office of probate judge, and
was elected by a large majority. He took

office on the first of January, 1911, since

which time his efforts have been directed to-

wards the fulfilment of the duties of his

office, of the importance of which he has the

highest realization.

Judge West does not claim to be anything
of a public speaker, as he believes that for

him at least actions are more eff^ective than
words. He is generally to be found on con-

vention committees, where he can be de-

pended on to work for the Democratic cause

and for the public good in general. Per-

haps the reason that Mr. West has been able

to win the confidence of the people to so

large an extent is because, in his eyes, no
duties are trivial. Anything which he under-
takes he performs as if that duty were of the

utmost importance. A man with such a high
sense of responsibility is sure to accomplish
great things in the world, as has been the
case with Judge West.

Hiram P. Geaslin, justice of the peace at

Hornersville, is an able citizen of Dunklin
county whose career of iisefulness is highly
appreciated by his fellow citizens. The en-

ergj' and ambition which accomplish things
unaided by outside influences and in spite

of difficulties have been his throughout his

life, and relying on these ciualities he has
attained an honored position in his com-
munity.
Born on a farm in Lawrence county, Ar-

kansas. October 19, 1873, he lost his "father

when he was two years old, and he lived at
home with his mother until he was twenty-
two. His mother died in 1899, her last years
having been spent near her son and his wife.

Up to the time he was seventeen years old
he attended the public schools, including two
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years in the Sulphur Rock high school, and
then began a career as teacher. He taught

a summer term and duriug the winter con-

tinued his education, and taught about four

months each year for seven years. When
he was twenty-two he was elected assessor

of his county, being in this office four years

or two terms. He lived at Lynn while hold-

ing this office, which required about three

niontlis 01 each year, and part of the re-

maining time he spent in teaching.

On the expiration of his last term as as-

sessor he moved to Dunklin county in 1902

and established a mercantile business in Bra-

num. There was one other store in the vil-

lage, and he had a good share of the patronage

of that community. Mr. Geaslin has been a

resident of Hornersville since 1906. Soon
afterward he was elected justice of the peace

and has held this office to the present time.

In 1910 he was one of the five candidates

on the Democratic ticket for nomination to

the office of probate judge, and came in

second. He is a potential candidate for 1914.

In 1911 he established the only collecting

agency in the southern part of Dunklin
count}'. During his official and private busi-

ness career he has acquired a practical

training in the law, and for several years he

has represented that profession in Horners-

ville. He is a tactful man of affairs, resource-

ful and energetic, and has the confidence of

the entire community. Fraternalh' he Is a

member of the Independent Order of Odd
Fellows and the tribe of Ben Hur.

In 1895, at the age of twenty-two, he mar-
ried j\Iiss Joann L. Penn, who died October

13, 190-1, leaving three children: Bon, born

in 1897 ; Paul, born in 1899, and Dessie, born

in 1903. On :March 2, 1905, Mr. Geaslin

maiTied iliss Grace A. Rodgers, of Horners-

ville, and they have three children: Sanford,

born in 1906; Pleas, born in 1908; and
Oliver, born in 1910.

Arthur V. Cashion. Perry county, ISlis-

souri, figures as one of the most attractive,

progressive and prosperous divisions of the

state, justl.y claiming a high order of citizen-

ship and a spirit of enterprise which is

certain to conserve consecutive development

and marked advancement in the material up-

building of this section. The county has

been and is signally favored in the class of

men who have contribiited to its development

along commercial and editorial lines and in

the latter connection the subject of this re-

view demands recognition as he has been
actively engaged in the newspaper business

during the greater part of his active career

thus far. He owns and publishes the l'( rnj

County lupublican in connection with his

cousin Charles E. Cashion and this j)aper

is recognized as one of the most enterprising

and progressive publications in southeastern

ilissouri.

A native of Perryville, ^Missouri, Arthur
V. Cashion was born on the 29th of Felu'uary,

1868. He is a son of Archibald H. Cashion,

whose birth occurred on a farm eligibly lo-

cated some five miles south of Perr>'ville.

The parents of Archibald H. Cashion were
William and Sally Cashion, both of whom
died when their five boys were very young.
These boys grew up on the old homestead
farm in Perry county and when the dark
cloud of Civil war obscured the national hori-

zon all of them enlisted for service, their

sympathies being with the North. Archibald
H. Cashion was a member of the Fifth ^lis-

souri Cavalry and he participated in a num-
ber of important engagements marking the

progress of the war. He served under Gen-

eral John ]\IcXeal and from the office of cor-

poral was later promoted to the rank of lieu-

tenant. After the close of the war and when
peace had again been established throughout
the countrv he returned to Perrj' county,

where he again devoted his time and energies

to farming operations. In the election of

1866 he was elected sherifi:' and collector of

Perry county and after serving in those ca-

pacities for a period of four years he returned

to his farm where he resided for a number
of years. Just prior to the outbreak of the

war between the states he had married Jliss

Jlargaret Brewer and they set up housekeep-

ing on a farm adjoining the old Cashion es-

tate, ilr. and ]Mrs. Archibald H. Cashion
became the parents of eight children and the

devoted wife and mother was called to eter-

nal rest in the year 1906. In 1896 :\Ir.

Cashion was honored by his fellow citizens

with election to membership in the state legis-

lature, as a representative of Perry county,
serving two terms, and while a member of

that august body he served on a number of

important committees. After his retire-

ment from the legislature he was appointed
postmaster of Perr^-^-ille, an office he filled

with great credit to himself for a period of

nine years. He is now living retired at
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Perryville and while he has attained to the

venerable age of seventy-two years he still

retains in much of their pristine vigor the

splendid ph.ysical and mental qualities of

his prime. He is a grand old man and one

well worthy of the high degree of popular

confidence and esteem accorded him by all

with whom he has come in contact.

Arthur V. Cashion is indebted to the pub-

lic schools of PerrjTille for his early educa-

tional training and at the age of sixteen years

he entered upon an apprenticeship to learn

the printer's trade, working for a period of

three years in the office of the Perry County
Sun, under John B. Davis. In 1887 he re-

moved to ilarquand, in IMadison county, IMis-

souri, where he clerked in a store for a short

period and where he later managed and edited

the Marquand Echo. The Echo was a Re-

publican paper and Mr. Cashion had charge

of it during the Harrison campaign. In

1890 he returned to Perrj'A'ille where he en-

tered the office of the Perry County Eepub-
lican, which was then owned and conducted

by Charles E. Cashion, a cousin of the sub-

.ject of this reAiew. Later jMr. Cashion
bought the plant of the Perry County Be-

publican from his cousin and from 1891 un-

til 1898 he conducted this paper individually.

In 1898 Charles E. Cashion again became in-

terested in the publication of the paper and
in that year he was admitted to partnership

in the conduct of the Perry County Repub-
lican.

On the 28th of December, 1889, was re-

corded the marriage of Mr. Cashion to Miss
Ida Finger, the ceremony having been per-

formed at ilarquand, Missouri. Mr. and
Mrs. Cashion have three sons, Elbert T., Med-
ford and Benson, the two latter of whom
remain at home. Elbert is assistant cashier

in the Bank of Eudora, Arkansas. The
Cashion family are devout and consistent

members of the Presbyterian church in their

religious faith and they contribute liberally

of their time and means to all philanthropical

movements projected in the community.
IMr. Cashion is a stanch Republican in his

political views and it may be noted here that

the Cashion cousins, through the medium of

their paper, exerted a very strong influence

in the building of the beautiful Perry county
courthouse, which is located at Perryville and
whieli is a great attraction in the way of

beautifying the town. For nine years, from
1899 to 1908, Mr. Cashion was a' member of

the Perrjwille school board. In a fraternal

way he is a valued and appreciative member
of the local lodge of the ilodern Brotherhood
of America and he is a man whose many ex-

cellent attributes make him a valuable ad-

junct to the citizenship of Perryville.

Benjamin Hoodenpyle jMarbury. It is

said that the poet is born, not made, but the

successful lawyer has to be both born and
made—made by close application, earnest ef-

fort, by perseverance and resolute purpose.
The abilities with which nature has endowed
him must be strengthened and developed by
use, and only b.y merit can the lawyer gain

a permanent position. And further than this,

it is the tendency of the age to devote one's

energies to a special line, continually work-
ing upward and concentrating his efforts to-

ward accomplishing a desired end,—so in the

career of Benjamin H. ilarbury, who has
risen above the average in his specialty and
is one of the most prominent and successful

of criminal lawyers. He also represents a

number of important corporations and does

a general practice.

Benjamin H. Marbury was born in Warren
county, Tennessee, October 30, 1865, the same
being the district of the nativity of his

father, also Benjamin Marbury, whose eyes

first opened to the light of day September 20,

1840. The elder gentleman, who was a phy-

sician by profession, was also educated for the

law. His earlier training was secured in the

Cumberland University at Lebanon. Tenni?s-

see, and to obtain his preparation in medicine

and surgery he matriculated in the medical

college which afterwards became the medical

department of Vanderbilt University, being

graduated from that institution in 1868, with
,

the degree of M. D. He subsequently became
surgeon for the Sewanee Coal Mine of Tracy
City, Tennessee, and there remained until

1873, in which year he went to Mississippi

county, Missouri, and within its boundaries

he practiced medicine until his death, which

lamentable event occurred November 20. 1875.

He was a communicant of the Methodist Epis-

copal church. South, and in politics was a

supporter of the men and measures of the

Democratic party. He was married in Scott

county, ^Missouri, to Rachel Anne Lusk,

daughter of William 'M. Lusk, a farmer of

that locality, and their love story was not

without the pleasant element of romance.

Benjamin ]\Iarbury, the elder, was a Confed-

erate soldier under General Braxton Bragg.
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In the year oi" the great- struggle between the

states he was captured at Franklin and was
put a prisoner on board a boat which was
landed at Scott's Landing. He escaped by
jumping off the lioat with four messmates,
and while a fugitive he met Mr. Lusk, his
father-in-law to be, and. both being Masons,
a firm friendship was cemented. The elder
gentleman took him to his home and there
he met the daughter of the house, the two
young people falling immediately in love.
They were married in Jlay, 1862. Three sons
were born to bless this union, they being:
Horatio L., editor of the Fv.flns Xcirs at
Festus, Jlissouri ; Benjamin H. ; and Dr. Alex-
ander B., a dentist at Charleston. Dr. ilar-
bury was a prominent and talented physician
and well merited that term which has come to
mean all of good, "a Southern gentleman."
Benjamin H. Marbury received his early

education in the public schools of Mississippi
county and later matriculated at Bellevue
College, located at Caledonia, iIis.souri. and
was gi'aduated from the same in 1887. with
the degree of B. S. Like so many of our
successful men he taught school for several
years and became president of St. Charles
College, at St. Charles, ]iIissouri. He com-
pleted his literary and legal education in
AVashington University at St. Louis. ^Missouri,

and was admitted to the bar at Petosi, Mis-
souri, in 1895. In 1897 he came to Farming-
ton and here success has awaited him. He
was elected prosecuting attorney in Novem-
ber. 1903, and served until 1905. Generally
recognized as a proper man for public office,

he was made a candidate for judge of the
St. Louis Court of Appeals in September,
1910, but w-as beaten by Charles Bates. At
the present time he is attorney for the St.

Louis Smelting & Refining Company and also

for the Farmers Bank, the Flat River Ice &
Cold Storage Company, and the Peoples'
Bank of Delose. As a member of the firm of
Marbury & Hensle.v he conducts a very suc-

cessful general practice, 'Sir. W. L. Hensley,
his partner, being United States congressman
from the Thirteenth ^Missouri district. Sir.

Marbury has won considerable fame in this

locality as a gifted criminal lawyer. During
the one term in which he was prosecuting at-

torney he convicted over forty men, one for

the death penalty. The aggregate sentence of

the remaining thii't.v-nine amounted to over
one thousand year.s. He proved a stanch and
strenuous judge.—the friend of good gov-

ernment.

Mr. Marbury laid the foundation of a

happy home and ideally congenial life com-
panionship when on Septembei' 3, 1895, he
was united in marriage to Annie Eversole, of

Caledonia. Missouri, daughter of "William G.

and Rebecca A. Eversole. Mr. and .Mrs. !Mar-

bury share their hospitable and attractive

home witii three children—Virginia. Leonard
Rutledge and Anna. ^Ire. Marbury is a di-

rect descendant of Chief Justice John Rut-

ledge, of South Carolina. The subject is in

direct descent from Felix Grundy, the cele-

brated Southern statesman. United States

senator from Tennessee in 1829-1838 and at-

torney general from 1838 to ISiO. ilr. ilar-

Imry is a gifted orator and possibly inherits

his silver tongue from his distinguished

forebear. Fraternally he is a member of the

Knights of Pythias, Cristal Lodge, No. 50,

of Farmington
;
politically is a Democrat ; and

he and his family are members of the ^Meth-

odist Episcopal church. South.

George Krone, formerly of the firm

of Hooper & Krone, now serving his

second term as mayor of Senath, has

public official, his achievements in develop-

ing and advancing the material interests of

the couimunity bringing to the people a re-

alization that the affairs of the city are their

affairs, and at all times entitled to their con-

sideration. A native of Kentucky, he was

born August 13, 1878, in Calloway county,

where he resided until eighteen years of age.

In 1896 ]Mr. Krone came to Senath, :\Iis-

souri, arriving here four months later than

his mother, and where he also had a brother

living, J. AV. Hall, who is still a resident of

this city, and one of its earliest pioneer citi-

zens, he having come here before there were

any railways in this section of the countiy.

Forced by circumstances to earn his own liv-

ing, he worked by the month as a farm hand
for two years, and the next two years found

employment in a shop. Ambitious then to

embark in liusiness on his own account, Air.

Krone bought a team on credit, and began
(Iraying, an industry in which he was pros-

perously engaged for eight years, doing al-

most the entire draying for the town. Dur-
ing the last two .vears in which he was thus

engaged he also dealt in feed, ice and coal,

building up a trade which demanded bo nuich

(if his time that he gave up the draying in

its favor, since September, 1910, being junior

member of the firm of Hooper & Krone. Air.
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Krone is a keen, far-siahted man of business,

and throiiarh his own efforts has accumulated
a good property. He has two hundred and
thirty-eight acres of vahiable farming land,

the greater part of which is under cultiva-

tion, and is operated by tenants. He has also

erected several business houses and residences

in Senath. In April, 1909, ^Ir, Ki'one was
elected mayor of Senath, and served the city

so ably and faithfully that in April, 1911,

he was re-elected to the same high position.

Mr. Krone married. -July 28. 1901. Fanny
BaiT. who was born in Texas, but was brought
up near Senath, Jlissouri, where her father

was engaged in farming until his death. The
union of Mr. and ilrs. Krone has been blessed

by the birth of one child. Jewel. Religiously

Mrs. Krone is a member of the Christian
church, ilr. Krone is an active member of

the Democratic party, and fraternally he be-

longs to the Benevolent and Protective Or-
der of Elks: to the Modern "Woodmen of

America ; and to the Woodmen of the World.

Edward B. Reck. Fourteen years post-

master of Lutesville with an average absence
from the office of less than a day a year is

the enviable record of Edward B. Reck, born
in Cape Girardeau, September 1, 1869. Both
his father. Frederick Reek, and his mother,
Adelina, were natives of ^Missouri and of

Cape Girardeau county. The former was
born near Appletou and the latter near
Sha-\vneetown, Jlr. Reek's grandfather,
George Reck, was born in Germany, likewise

his grandmother. Catherine Reck. George
Reck was a shoemaker in the "fatherland"
and followed that trade in Cape Girardeau
county, where he had an extensive business,

and was also engaged in farming. After
ser\ang ten months in the militia, Frederick
Reek enlisted in the Union Army. May 2,

1863. He belonged to Company C. second
IMissouri Light Artiller\-. He served in the
war until December. 1865, and then spent
six months fighting the Indians. The cam-
paign was one of incessant activity. Engage-
ments were numerous and often desperate.
Mr. Reek was in the fight at Jefferson City
and the one at Glasgow, besides a number
of lesser engagements and numberless skir-

mishes. After being mustered out of service

in 1866. 'Mr. Reck married Miss Adeline
Wliiteledge and resumed his occupation of
farming, in which his good management and
hard work made him more than ordinarily

successful. Edward 'B. is one of the three

children of ilr. and Mrs. Frederick Reck,

the others being: John A. Reck, a physician

of Oklahoma City. Oklahoma, and Cora, wife

of Mason F. Kinder, of ilarble Hill, ^Missouri,

Like most of the successful men of his gen-

eration, Edward B. Reck spent his boyhood
on his father's farm. He attended the public

schools and had the additional advantage of

a course in the Pocahontas high school. He
remained with his father until he was twenty-

four years old and then went to farming for

himself on his father's home place of sev-

enty acres. In Aiigust, 1893, he moved to

Lutesville and for three years worked there

as a laborer. In 1897 ilr. Reck was ap-

pointed postmaster, which office he still

holds. The Lutesville postoffice is no sine-

cure, as all the mail for the southern part

of the county must pass through the Lutes-

\ille office. Formerly Mr. Reck handled the

mail for the following offices, ^Marble Hill,

Leopold. Dongola, Zalma, Huxis. Hahn and
LutesAille. The distribution is now made
through ilarble Hill. Zalma and Hahn. 'Sir.

Reck sorts out the mail for the four or five

offices for which Zalma is the distributing

point. The Lutes^•ille office has been bur-

glarized twice during jMr. Reek's term of

service.

]Mr. Reck was first married to Rosa Schatte,

of Cape Girardeau county, on Christmas day
of 1892. Rosa was the daughter of John and
^lar}- Schatte, old residents of the county

but natives of Gennanv. The death of ilrs.

Reck occurred ^March 14, 1897. In 1898 Mr.
Reek's union with ]Mrs. Julia A. Yount took

place. She is the daughter of Henry Scheni-

mann, of Cape Girardeau county, where he
was a successful merchant, also a farmer and
stock raiser. Henrv Schenimann came to

America from Germany in 1814: with his

father, D, Schenimann. The boy was but
nine years old at the time. The family set-

tled in Cape Girardeau county, where ]\Irs.

Reek's father grew up. Mr. Henry Scheni-

mann served three years in the enrolled mili-

tia in the Ci\'il war. He afterwards engaged
in mercantile business at Neely's Landing.
His daughter Julia became the wife of W.
C. Yount. a merchant of Patton. ^lissouri,

on [March 27. 1895. One child. :\Iiss Willie

C. was born of this union, which was trag-

ically ended before their first anniversary,

for ilr. Yount was shot jMarch 14. 1896.

The eldest of Mr. and ]\Irs. Reek's four
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children, Alpha 0., was born Februarj- 11,

1899. Their son Fred E. was eleven on

the sixteenth of December, 1911. Inez Glo-

riue was born April 27. 1908, and Hope Otelea

on the seventeenth of the same month, six

years afterward.

Though ]Mr. Reck is so constantly on duty
at the postoffice, he has other interests in

which he is active. He is a stockholder in

the Bollinger County Bank and has been sec-

ond vice-president of it for eight years. He
owns a tine residence property in Lutesville

and is prominent in the lodges of that town,

being a member of the Ancient Free and
Accepted JIasons, the Roj-al Arch IMasons

and the IModern Woodmen. In politics he is

a staunch adherent of the Republican party.

His religious preference is for the Presbyter-

ian church, of which he and his wife are

both members.

"Wilbur ;\I. Welker, the superintendent

of the Bollinger county schools, was born in

this county June 9, 188.3. His father, J. A.

Welker, is a farmer now residing at Bloom-

field. Randolph Welker. the grandfather of

Wilbur M., was also born in the county,

where his father, Wilbur's great-grandfather,

came from in North Carolina.

The second of a family of nine children,

Mr. Wilbur M. Welker was kept busy on his

grandfather's farm when not attending

school. Until he was twenty years old his

life was spent in this fashion. In 1903 he

began to teach school and has followed this

profession ever since. Two years in the dis-

,trict schools, two in the schools of Marble

Hill and three years in Bessville have filled

up his seven years' experience.

As ilr. Welker is ambitious, he has spent

the time not occupied in the school-room in

studying. Part of two different years he at-

tended Will jMayfield College. By taking

courses in the spring and the summer terms

at the State Normal at Cape Girardeau, he

obtained the degree of Bachelor of Pedagogy
from that institution. In April. 1911, Mr.

Welker was elected county superintendent

for four years. He is in charge of eighty-

nine schools in Bollinger county.

On December 23. 1906, occurred the mar-

riage of 'Sir. Welker and ]Miss Clara Walker,

daughter of Richard A. Walker, of this

county. They have two children. Vera Vern,

born 1907, and Paul Lee Alexander, two

years younger. The family reside upon a

place of forty-three acres, which they o\ni.

Mr. Welker is a member of the i\Iis.souri

Teachere' jVssociation and keeps abreast of

all educational movements. F'raternally he
is connected with the Independent Order of

Odd Fellows and with the Modern Woodmen
of America.

B. P. BuRNH.vM, now serving in his sec-

ond term as county superintendent of the

schools of Iron county, has gained much dis-

tinction as an educator in this section of

Missouri, and during his long connection
with the schools of this locality has succeeded
in greatly raising the standard of education
and promoting the efficiency of the system
as a preparation for the responsible duties of

life. Indeed, the constant aim and the gen-

eral character of ilr. Burnham's life work
are summed up in the famous dictum of Sid-

ney Smith,—that "The real object of edu-
cation is to give children resources that will

endure as long as life endures; habits that
time will ameliorate, not destroy; occupation
that will render sickness tolerable, solitude

pleasant, age venerable, life more dignified

and useful, and death less terrible."

A native of Reynolds county, jMissouri, B.

P. Burnham was born on the 9th of April,

1875, he being a son of ^Martin L. and ilary
(Sloan) Burnham, the former of whom is

now living at Ellington, [Missouri, and the

latter of whom was summoned to the life

eternal in 1876. Martin L. Burnham was
born on Current river, in ^lissouri. his fa-

ther, Samuel Burnham, having come to that
section of the state in the ante-bellum days.
Samuel Burnham was a native of Indiana,
while his wife, nee ]\Iiss George, was born in

^rissouri, and he was a gallant soldier in the
Confederate army during the Civil war. He
died at his home in Reynolds county, Mis-
souri, about 1870, his old farm near Elling-
ton being still in the possession of his de-

scendants. He was an extensive farmer and
stock-raiser during the greater portion of his

active career. Martin L. Burnham was like-

wise engaged in farming operations for a
number of years but he is now identified with
the hotel business at Ellington, where he is

a man of mark in all the relations of life.

He is a devout member of the ^lissionary

Baptist church. His wife, whose maiden
name was ]Mary Sloan, was born near Belle-
view, in Iron county, this state, a daughter
of Alexander and Mary Elizabeth (Wyatt)
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Sloan, who came from Tennessee to ilis-

souri about 1830. Jlrs. Burnham died before

she had reached her thirtieth year and the

subject of this review was her only child.

I\Ir. Burnham was reared to the invigor-

ating discipline of the old homestead farm
and his preliminar.y educational training con-

sisted of such advantages as were afforded in

the public schools of Reynolds county. Sub-
sequently he attended the Marvin Collegiate

Institute, at Fredericktown. i\Iissouri, and
for a time he was also a student in the state

normal school at Cape Girardeau. On the

9th of April, 1902, he was graduated in the

Gem City Business College, at Quincy, Illi-

nois. For six years he was engaged in teach-

ing in Reynolds county and from 1902 to

1909 he was a popular and successful teacher

in Iron county. He was elected county

school commissioner in April, 1909, serving

in that capacity until he qualified as super-

intendent of the schools of Iron county, as-

suming charge of the responsibilities con-

nected with that office on the 16th of August,
1909. In April, 1911, he was elected as his

own successor for the office of county super-

intendent for a term of four years, and he

is acquitting himself with all of honor and
distinction in discharging the duties of that

important position. As a teacher ilr. Burn-
ham had charge of the schools at Belleview,

Annapolis, Granite, Pilot Knob and other

places in the state.

On the 9th of August, 1905, was solemn-

ized the marriage of Mr. Burnham to ]Miss

Letha M. Moyer, whose birth occurred in

Iron count.y and who is a daughter of A. G.

Moyer, of Belleview. This union has been
blessed with one child, Edwin B., whose natal

day is the 14th of September, 1906.

In politics i\Ir. Burnham is a Democrat.
His interest in political questions is deep and
sincere and he gives a hearty support to all

pro.jeets advanced for the good of the general
welfare. In a fraternal way he is affiliated

with Camp No. 421 of the Independent Order
of Odd Fellows, at Annapolis, and with the

Belleview lodge of the ^Modern Woodmen of

America. In their religious faith Mr. and
Mrs. Burnham are devout members of the
Methodist Episcopal church. South, to whose
good works they are most liberal contributors

of their time and means. They are popular
and prominent in connection with the best

social activities at Ironton, where their beau-

tiful home is the scene of many attractive

gathering's.

Leon J. Albert. A representative of a

family whose name has been prominently
and worthily identified with the historj* of

southeastern ilissouri for more than half a

century, Leon J. Albert has long held dis-

tinctive prestige as one of the active and in-

fluential business men of the city of Cape
Girardeau, which place has represented his

home since his boyhood days and in which
he holds secure vantage gi'ound in popular
confidence and esteem. He is essentially one
of the representative citizens of Cape Girar-

deau county, his influence has permeated the

ei^'ic and business activities of this favored
section of the state, and his activities have
been directed along normal and legitimate

lines. In point of consecutive identification

with the more important business interests

in Cape Girardeau he is now one of the oldest

business men in this city, where his capital-

istic interests are of broad scope and impor-
tance. He has stood exponent of the high-

est civic ideals and the utmost loyalt.v and
few residents of Cape Girardeau have wielded
larger or more beneficent influence in the

promotion of the best interests of the com-
munity. He served seven years as mayor of

his home city and has held other positions of

public trust,—preferments that bear patent

evidence of the high regard in which he is

held in the coinmunitj' that has so long been
his home and the center of his productive ac-

tivities. Here he is president of the Sturdi-

vant Bank, the oldest and most substantial

financial institution of this section of the

state, and he has been actively concerned with

the same for fort.v years, being the oldest

banker in ^lissouri south of St. Louis. He
is also a member of the directorate of the

Southeast ^Missouri Trust Company and has

other large interests in Cape Girardeau.
Leon J. Albert was born at Portland. Jef-

ferson county, Kentuckj'. on the 6th of No-

vember, 1840, and the village in which he

:

was thus ushered into the world is now an in-

tegral part of the cit.v of Louisville. He is a

son of Nicholas and Anna (Hoin) AHiert.

both of whom were natives of France and the

marriage of whom was solemnized in the city

of Louisville. Kentucky-. Nicholas Albert was
born in Alsace-Lorraine, France, a district

that became a German province as a result
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of the Franco-Prussian war, and there he

was reared to years of maturity. He received

excellent educational advantages and, reared

on the border between France and Germany,
he had virtually equal facility in the use of

both the French and German lang-uages.—

a

knowledge that proved of great value to him
during his subsequent business career in

America. His mother died in her native land

and after he himself had estalilished his resi-

dence in the United States his venerable fa-

ther, John Albert, joined him and passed the

residue of his life in Louisville, Kentucky.
Nicholas Albert gained his initial business

experience in his native land, where he con-

tinued to maintain his home until 18.30, when,
as a young man, he embarked on a sailing

vessel and set forth to seek his fortunes in

the United States. After a long and weary
voyage he landed in the city of New Orleans,

whence he proceeded to Kentuck.y and located

in the city of Louisville. There he was given

a municipal office, largely due to his famil-

iarity with the French and German lan-

guages, and in the 'iOs he removed with his

family to Jackson, Cape Girardeau county,

Misisouri, where he engaged in the general

merchandise business, in company with his

brotiier. In 1852 he removed to Cape Girar-

deau, tile jutlicial center and metropolis of

the county, and here he soon gained prece-

dence as one of the leading merchants of the
county. He was a man of marked ability and
sterling character, commanded the high re-

gard of all who knew him and was an influ-

ential factor in local affairs of a public order.

He was well known throughout the county
and was the confidential advisor of its

French and German citizens, the while he was
deeply appreciative of the institutions and
advantages of the land of his adoption, to

which his loyalty was ever of the most un-
equivocal type. He was called to various of-

fices of local trust and at the time of his

death was incumbent of the position of

United States ganger for his district. He
was summoned to the life eternal in August,
187-4. at the age of sixty-eight years, and his

name merits enduring place on the roster of

the sterling citizens who have aided in the
development and upbuilding of this favored
section of the state of ilissouri. In politics

he gave his support to the cause of the Demo-
cratic party and both he and his wife were
devout communicants of the Catholic church,
in whose faith thev were reared. Mrs. Albert

died in 1872, at the age of fifty-six years, leav-

ing four sons and one daughter, all of whom
attained to years of maturity, and three of
whom are now living.

Leon J. Albert, the second in order of
birth of the five children, gained his rudi-
mentary education in Louisville, Kentucky,
and he was about twelve years of age at the
time of the family removal to Missouri. He
continued to attend school at Cape Girardeau,
this state, and was al)out twelve years old
when the family home was established in the
little city, where he has maintained his resi-

dence during the long intervening years,
within which he has risen to a position as
one of the representative citizens of the sec-

tion of the state to which this history is de-
voted. Here he continued his higher aca-
demic studies in St. Vincent's College. After
leaving this institution he was for a time em-
ployed as clerk in his father's mercantile es-

tablishment and later he was for two years a
clerk on boats of the .St. Louis & Memphis
Packet Company, operating a line of steam-
boats between the two cities mentioned. After
severing his connection with this company
Mr. Albert became associated with his uncles,

John and Sebastian Albert, in the wholesale
grocery business at Cape Girardeau, and ^\'ith

this line of enterprise he was thus identified

from 1864 until 1871, in which year he as-

sumed the position of cashier in the bank of

Robert Sturdivant, which was then a private
iuvstitution. In 1882 the bank was incorpo-
rated under the laws of the state, under the

title of the Sturdivant Bank, and Mr. Albert
continued to serve as its cashier until Janu-
ary, 1902, when he was elected president of

the institution, of which office he has since

continued incumbent. He has wielded much
influence in the upbuilding of this solid and
popular banking concern, which bases its op-

erations on a capital stock of one hundred
thousand dollars and which now has a sur-

plus fund of twenty-five thousand dollars.

From dates designated it will be seen that

'Sir. Albert has been consecutively identified

w-ith the executive affairs of this bank for a

period of forty years, and additional signif-

icance is given to this statement b.y reason of

the fact that the Sturdivant Bank is the old-

est in the state south of St. Louis. Its man-
agement has ever been along careful and con-

servative lines and it has successfully weath-

ered the various financial panics of localized

or national order, without the slightest ques-
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tioning- of its ability to liquidate all its obli-

gations at any period in its histoiy. The bank
has done much to conserve the best interests

of the community in which it is located and
those identified with its management have at

all times been citizens of the highest stand-

ing.

In addition to being one of the principal

stockholders in the bank of which he is presi-

dent, Mr. Albert is also one of the leading

principals in the Southeast Missouri Trust

Company, of Cape Girardeau, which was or-

ganized and incorporated in 1906 and which

has a paid up capital stock of five hundred

thousand dollars. He was one of the organ-

izers of this corporation and has been a

valued member of its directorate from the

beginning. He is also a stockholder and di-

rector in the Cape Girardeau Water AVorks

Company and the local electric-light com-

pany. Every enterprise and measure pro-

jected for the general good of the conununity

has received the earnest co-operation of 5Ir.

Albert and no citizen of Cape Girardeau has

shown more distinctive loyalty and public

spirit. Though he has had naught of ambi-

tion for public office, he yielded to the impor-

tunities of his fellow citizens and consented

to become a candidate for the office of mayor
of his home city. He was first elected to this

position in 1877 and he served as mayor for

seven years,—a fact that offers the best

voucher for the efficiency and acceptability of

his administration of municipal affairs,—an

administration marked by due conservatism

and wise progressive policies. Mr. Albert

has shown a specially lively interest in educa-

tional affairs and he has served consecutively

as a member of the board of regents of the

Missouri State Normal School at Cape Girar-

deau since 1885. He was appointed to this

office by Governor Francis and has thrice

been reappointed. During more than a quar-

ter of a century of such identification with

this fine state institution he has been inde-

fatigable in the promoting of its interests and
the maintaining of its facilities at the highest

standard. Besides serving as mayor of his

home city ]\Ir. AU^ert has held other munici-

pal offices and also county offices, his elec-

tion to each of which was made entirelj' with-

out solicitation or effort on his part and his

acceptance of which was prompted solely by
a sense of civic duty. In politics he accords

unwavering allegiance to the Democratic
party and both he and his wife are communi-

cants of the Protestant Episcopal church. He
is one of the appreciative and valued mem-
bers of Cape Girardeau Lodge, No. 639, Be-
nevolent and Protective Order of Elks.

In the year 186J: was solemnized the mar-
riage of j\Ir. Albert to Miss Clara Given Hay-
dock, of Livingston count.y, Kentucky, and
she was summoned to eternal rest on the 25th
of December, 1900. Of the nine children of
this union six are now living, and concerning
them the following brief data are given

:

Hattie is the widow of S. R. Nelson, of Chilli-

eothe, ^Missouri, and she has three children;
Leon, Jr., who is engaged in banking at St.

Louis, ilissouri, married Miss I\Iary Juden,
and they have three children; Alma is the

wife of "William W. Wood, of Baltimore,
^Maryland, and they have three children;
Harry, who is a resident of St. Louis, ilis-

souri, where he is engaged in the real estate

business, married iliss Charlotte Peironnett,

and they have two children; Clara is the wife
of Henrj' Coerver, of Olathe, Colorado, and
they have one child; and Leland is engaged
in commission business at Cape Girardeau.
Helen, who is deceased, became the wife of

^Melbourne Smith, of Farmington, ilissouri,

and is survived by one child, so that ]Mr. Al-

bert has a total of thirteen grandchildren, in

whom he takes the deepest interest, as may
well be inferred. On the 4th of April, 1907,

Mr. Albert contracted a second marriage, by
wedding ]Miss Lee Cairns, who was born and
reared in Missouri and who proves a gracious

chatelaine of his beautiful home in Cape Gir-

ardeau.

Joseph F. Chilton, the present prosecut-

ing attorney of Madison county, ^Missouri,

has gained a position of distinctive priority

as one of the representative members of the

bar of the state and he served for one term
as representative from his district in the ]\Iis-

souri state legislature. He has gained success

and prestige through his own endeavors and
thus the more honor is due him for his ear-

nest labors in his exacting profession and for

the precedence he has gained in his chosen

vocation.

A native of Frederickto\\Ti, Missouri, Jo-

seph F. Chilton was born on the 8th of Febru-

ary, 1872, a son of Septimus W. and Julia

(Newberry) Chilton, the former of whom
is now living in retirement at Fredericktown

and the latter of whom was summoned to the

life eternal in 1888. The father was bom
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uear the i\lissouri-Arkansas state line and he

passed his boyhood and youth in JMadison

county. He was early bereft of his parents,

both having died on the same day, when he

was a child of but six months of age. Prac-

tically rearing- himself, his early educational

training consisted of such advantages as

were afforded in the public schools of iladi-

son county. At the age of sixteen years he

enlisted as a soldier in the Confederate arm.y,

serving with all of honor and distinction in

the cause of the South for a period of four

years. After the close of the war he returned

to iladison county, locating at Frederick-

town, where he engaged in commercial gar-

dening. He has always been a stanch Demo-
crat in his political proclivities and in his re-

ligious faith is a devout member of the J\Ietho-

dist Episcopal church. In 1867 he married
Miss Julia Newberry, and to them were born
two children,—George, who remains at home
with his father; and Joseph F., whose name
forms the caption for this review.

After completing the curriculum of the

public schools at Fredericktown, Joseph F.

Chilton was a student in the Missouri State

Normal School, for a time, then turning his

attention to the study of law. For two years

he attended the Chicago College of Law, at

Chicago, Illinois, being graduated therein as

a member of the class of 1897 and duly re-

ceiving his degree of Bachelor of Laws. He
was licensed to practice law in Missouri in

1898 and in that year initiated the active

work of his profession at Fredericktown
where he soon succeeded in building up a
large and representative clientage and where
he has gained recognition as one of the lead-

ing lawyers in Madison county. In 1906 he
was honored by his fellow citizens with elec-

tion to membership in the lower house of the
state legislature, serving in that capacity for
cue term, during which time he was assigned
to a number of important committees. In
the fall of 1910 he was elected prosecuting
attorney of Madison county and in that con-
nection he is giving most creditable service.

He is a man of unusual ability and splendid
equipment along the line of his chosen voca-
tion and has already achieved phenomenal
success in the legal profession.

I
In 1900 Mr. Chilton wedded Miss Maude

I

May, who was likewise bom and reared at
'Fredericktown and who is a daughter of
Frank and Amanda (Newcum) May. The
Newcum family were early pioneers in IMadi-

son county. :Mr. aiul .Mrs. Chilton jiave four
children, whose names and respective ages,
in 1911, are here entered,— Wihiia, ten years;
May, eight years; Julia, six .vears; and S.
W., three years.

In politics Mr. Chilton is a standi Demo-
crat and in a social wa.\- he is alifiliated with
tlie .Masonic order, being a valued member
of the Order of the Eastern Star, and he is
also connected with the local lodges of the
Independent Order of Odd Fello\vs and the
Knights of Pythias. The religious faith of
the Chilton family is in harmony with the
tenets of the Methodist Episcopal church, in
whose faith they are rearing their children.

Charles B. P.vrsons. As steadfast as the
granite hills of his native state was the char-
acter of the late Charles Bunyan Pai-sons,
and, measured by its accomplishment, its
beneticence, its altruism and its uprightness,
his life counted for good in every relation.
Bringing to bear the powera of a strong and
versatile personality, his optimism was of the
true constructive order and through his well
directed endeavors as a member of the world's
noble army of productive workers he gained
large and worthy success. His course was
ever guided and governed by the highest
principles of integrity and "honor and he
merited and received the confidence and
esteem of his fellow men. His splendid abili-
ties were prolific in their influence upon the
industrial and civic development and up-
building of Southeastern Missouri, and here
the great success which he gained had its

basis in his close and influential association
with the development of the great mineral re-
sources of this section of the state. His early
labors in this connection implied self-denial,
strong initiative and executive ability admir-
ably applied, and a confidence and courage to
which no obstacle was held insuperable. But
above his great achievements in connection
with material things, the great mind and
heart of the man made him exemplify the
higher ideals of human existence, and he
never failed in his stewardship or in his help-
ful interest in his fellow men. It can well be
realized that such a man merits consideration
in a work of the province assigned to the one
at hand, and it is gratifying to be able to
perpetuate in this volume a record of his life

and labors and to oflfer a tribute to his mem-
ory. In the preparation of this memoir re-

course is taken largely to a memorial pub-
lished, for private circulation, soon after his
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death, and it is not deemed necessary to util-

ize formal designation of quotation in draw-
ing from such source.

Charles Bunyan Parsons was born at Ben-
son. Ruthmd county, Vermont, on the 26th

of February, 1836, and died at his home in

Riverside, Jefferson county, Missouri, on the

28th of January, 1910, secure in the lasting

esteem of all who knew him. He was a scion

of a family, of staunch English origin, that

was founded in New England, that cradle of

so much of our national history, in the early

colonial days, and he came from a long line

of educated and talented folk. His grand-

father, Reuben Parsons, was a man of fine

intellectual attainments and wielded benig-

nant influence in the community in which he

lived. His maternal grandfather. Judge
Chauneey Smith, was a citizen of distinctive

prominence and influence in Vermont, where
he acquired great wealth, as gauged by the

standard of the locality and period. He
served in a magisterial or judicial capacity

for a number of years and for several years

represented his county in the state legislature

of Vermont. Concerning him, with inci-

dental reference to the gi-andson, Charles B.

Parsons, the following pertinent statement

has been made :
" He was a large contributor

to the needs of all worthy persons and causes,

a trait of character strongly developed by his

grandson, Charles B. Parsons."

Henry Augustus Parsons, father of him
whose name initiates this memoir, was likewise

a native of Benson, Vermont, where he was

born on the 19th of August, 1790, and where

he was reared and educated. He was promi-

nent in the social and religious life of the

town, and, being a fine musician, was for

forty years a member of the local church

choir. He was closely identified with the

various interests of his home town, and as a

member of the state militia he was with the

troop that went from Benson to meet General

LaFayette, in 1824, on the occasion of the

visit of the distinguished nobleman to the

land whose gaining of independence he had

so signally aided in the war of the Revolu-

tion. By vocation Henry A. Parsons was a

saddler and harness manufacturer, and he

continued to follow this line of enterprise in

his native town until impaired health com-

pelled him to seek a change of climate. He
first removed to Brighton, New York; thence

to Rochester, that state, where he remained

until 1854, when he removed with his family

to Michigan, where he passed the residue of

his life, his death having occurred at Hills-'

dale, that .state, on the 22d of January, 1862.:

His cherished and devoted wife, M'hose maid-
en name was Elizabeth Smith, was born at:

Benson, Vermont, on the 12th of April, 1791,
and died at the home of her son Charles B.,

subject of this review, in Bonne Terre, Mis-

souri, on the 30th of November, 1884, at the

venerable age of ninety-three years. Con-:

cerning her the following appreciative words
have been written; "She was a woman of

great force of character and loveliness of dis-

position. She came to Bonne Terre, Missouri,

after the death of her husband and her de-

clining years were spent in the pleasant home
of her son. She passed to the life eternal

well beloved by all who had known her."

Henry A. and Elizabeth (Smith) Parsons be-

came the parents of six sons and five daugli-

tei-s, all of whom are now deceased except the

youngest daughter, Emily, who married Gen-

eral C. C. Doolittle, brother of Mr. Parsons'

wife. Of the eleven children Charles B. was

the youngest. Two of the sons, Lafayette and
Chauneey, were graduated in the collegiate'

institution at Castleton, Vermont, and in the'

medical college at Pittsfield, Massachusetts.'

Both practiced their profession in Michigan,;

and another brother, Reuben, was just enter-

ing upon the practice of the same profession',

when he sacrificed his life during the great'

cholera epidemic of 1849. Dr. Lafayette Par-

sons served as a member of the ^Michigan

legislature, and late in life he removed to

Adair county, Iowa, where he died at the age'

of eighty-three years.

When it was deemed expedient for the

family to remove to Michigan, Henry Par-

sons was sent on ahead to begin the work of

clearing the homestead which had been

secured in the midst of the forest in St.j

Joseph county, ^Michigan. A few weeks lateri

Charles B. Parsons, who was at the timei

seventeen years of age, and who had been!

afforded the advantages of the Rochester

schools, set forth for the new home to join:

his brother Henry and help in the clearing.

He started with a team and a load of house-

hold goods for this overland trip.

Concerning this memorable journey the fol-

lowing description has been given: "With
only his dog for company, he made the dreary'

trip of more than five hundred miles, cross-

ing the Niagara river into Canada and re-i

crossing the boundary into the United States!

at Detroit. In due time he arrived at the!

clearing made by his brother. Three weeks
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later his brother Henry was killed b\- a fall-

ing tree, and this proved a tremendous dis-

aster to the surviving brother,—a beardless
boy, alone in the big woods with only a few
neighbors lor help. Alone, the boy continued
the work, cleared the land and built the home.
When everything was ready, with that mi-
nute attention to details which was one of
his characteristics, he sent for his parents to
join him, and with them he remained on the
farm until he was twenty-one years of age."
Upon thus attaining to his legal majority

Mr. Parsons determined to work his way
through college. This ambition he found
virtually impossible to realize, and he became
a teacher in the public school in the little

village of Burr Oak, Michigan. Thereafter
he devoted three years to the study of den-
tistry and after mastering the same he en-

gaged in practice at Hillsdale, Michigan.
Soon, however, he subordinated all other in-

terests to tender his aid in defense of the
Union, whose integrity was menaced by armed
rebellion. Upon the first call for volunteers
for service in the Civil war Mr. Parsons en-

listed in Company E, Fourth JMiehigan Vol-

I

unteer Infantry, and before the regiment left

the state he was made second lieutenant of

I

his company. His command proceeded di-

rectly to the city of Washington and partic-

ipated in the first battle of Bull Run. Mr.
Parsons was promoted first lieutenant on the

1 1st of September, 1861, and on the 1st of the

j

following July was made captain of his com-
' pany. In the command of General McClel-
|land he took part in all the battles incidental

i

to the campaign of that gallant leader and he
I distinguished himself by conspicuous and

j

meritorious service until impaired health com-
Ipelled him to retire, on the 27th of March,

1
1863. in which month he duly received his

he ever retained a deep interest in his old

honorable discharge. It should be noted that

i
comrades in arms, and that he indicated the

I same by his membership in the Grand Army
'of the Republic and the Military Order of

JThe Loyal Legion.

j

In 1864 Mr. Parsons accepted a position

with a mining company at Northampton,
'Massachusetts, where he retained this in-

icumbency for three years, at the expiration

lof which the mines ceased operation. At
|Noi'thampton he formed the acquaintance of

iJ. Wyman Jones who. with associates, had
jrecentl.v purchased the LaGrave mines in

Missouri, and JMr. Parsons was engaged to

visit the mines and make a -personal investi-

gation of the same, with subsequent report to
the owners. He accomplished the work as-
signed to him and upon his return to the
east made his report to the directors of the
company. He was soon afterward tendered
the position of superintendent of these mines,
but he considered it inexpedient to accept the
place, owing to the remoteness of the mines
from advantages of civilization to which his
wife and family were accustomed. Concern-
ing his final decision and action the follow-
ing record has been made and is worthy of
perpetuation :

'

' Mrs. Parsons, who was ever
her husband's trusted confidante and adviser,
displaying that spirit of devotion and self-

sacrifice which in all the years of their mar-
ried life made her a tower of strength to her
husband, ui-ged him to accept the position,

declaring, like Ruth of old, 'Whither thou
goest I will go,' and the decision was made.
I\Ir. Parsons came west and assumed charge
ila.y 1, 1867, leaving his family at DeSoto,
then a small town, until June 26th, when he
brought them to Bonne Terre and installed

them in half of the only frame house in the
place. Thus it was that this kind, gentle
and capable man came to Bonne Terre and
came to be associated with and bound up in

the life history of nearly every one of our
people. " Continuing, this local estimate gives
further words of deep appreciation and honor

:

'

' Standing at the brow of one of our hills and
looking over our beautiful, modem little city

of six thousand people; viewing the clouds
of smoke rising from the largest lead mine
in the world ; noting our handsome schools,

beautiful churches and peaceful homes nest-

ling amid bowers of shade,—is it to be won-
dered that the people of this place, through
the long months of Mr. Parsons' illness, gave
their dail.v thoughts to the suffering man
whose genius had made Bonne Terre a pos-

silulit.y, and is it strange that as life's sands
ran low, the desire of Mr. Parsons should be
that his remains be laid at rest among those

who for nearl.v forty-five years had been near
and dear to him. and that when the final

summons came it was felt as a personal loss

to everyone in Bonne Terre?"
It is not within the province of this pub-

lication to enter into details concerning the

upbuilding of the great industrial enterprises

with which ^Ir. Parsons' name was so long
and conspicuously identified, but it should be

noted that no other one man has done so much
to develop the great lead resources of this

section of the state and that his labors were
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of herculean order in this connection. In
these early days adverse conditions, circum-
stances and influences compassed him in his

endeavors, but with characteristic^ courage,

tenacitj' of purpose and fertility of expedi-

ent he pressed forward along the course he
had defined, with the result that the j'ears

gave him tribute and splendid reward. He
was the dominating power in the upbuilding
of one of the greatest industries of the kind
in the world, and it is _ due to him largely

that the St. Joseph Lead Company gained
precedence as the largest lead-mining con-

cern of all in existence. Such accomplish-
ment denotes the great executive and con-

structive ability of the man and through
his labors in this connection he did much
for mankind, the while gaining for him-
self and family a comfortable fortune of

nearly two million dollars.—representing the

just reward of long years of earnest and in-

defatigable toil and endeavor. Further ref-

erence to the mining industry is not de-

manded in this connection, as the subject is

amply considered in the generic history on
other pages. None but a strong man could

show such results in the mastering of cir-

cumstances, and these results tell their own
story. However, there is consistency in mak-
ing the following brief extract from the pub-

lished memorial to which reference has been

made in a preceding paragraph: "To the

task of making available the immense lead

deposits i\Ir. Parsons devoted himself and his

every energy. The first shaft to the lower

deposits was started the latter part of ilarch,

1870, and with the first load of rock hoisted

from its underground bed there arose the

stupendous problem of crushing, separating

and smelting. No blazed trails were there to

follow, and in the still watches of the long

nights Mr. Parsons wrestled with the prob-

lems, sometimes discouraged and disheart-

ened but ever persistent and ever exhibiting

to the world a smiling face, so that only his

loved ones knew of his trials and discour-

agements, and no oue knew that the helpful,

courteous superintendent, who was always

ready with a kind word, a helpful suggestion,

a hearty handshake, or an order on the store

to supply some poor fellow with a pair of

shoes, was for months unable to look into the

future for a single day with hope of reward,

and was only kept to his hard task, was only

enabled to face each new day with confi-

dence, by the cheerful eoiinsel and support

of that splendidly equipped wife and mother

who had been more than willing to lea\t

home, friends and social enjojnnents to conn
with him into the wilderness of the west
These years, and the many years which ful

lowed them, were years filled with ceaseless

vigil, burning life's candle at both ends; ;il

ways planning, alwaj'S looking forward, and
withal, always willing to lend a helping haiic

to the weak or to give from his store to thost

in need." This indeed represents a tri-

umphant life, and all who knew Mr. Parsons
not only revere his memory but also realize

that none ever was more worthy of success.

The very nature of Mr. Parsons was om
of breadth and liberality, and he gave ol

himself to the furthering of every measure
and enterprise tending to advance the mate
rial and social welfare of his home commuu
ity, and also the entire district in which his

interests centered. Thus he was coneernec
with railroad development, with the exploita

tion of all public utilities and with the up-

building of various industrial and commer-
cial enterprises of magnitude and importance
He was one of the large stockholders anc
active executives not only in the St. Josepl

Lead Company but also in the Mississippi

River & Bonne Terre Railroad Company, the

Doe Run Lead Company, the Bonne Terre

Farming & Title Companj', and the Farm-
ers' & Miners' Trust Company, of Bonno
Terre. 1

In politics Mr. Parsons gave a staunch al-

j

legiance to the Republican party, and he was

zealous in the furtherance of its cause, the

while it was a distinct pleasure to him thai

he lived to see St. Francois country east a

majority of Republican votes. He was e

delegate to the national convention that firsl

nominated William McKinley for the presi-

dency and was active in the local councils oii

his party.

In the advancement of ediicational facil,

ities he took an abiding interest and hd

served for many years as a valued member ol

the Bonne Terre school board. He nevei

sought political preferment and it wa.'

largely a matter of extraneous expedieue\

that caused him to hold the office of postmas

ter of Bonne Terre from April, 1876. to Oe

tober. 1885. He had deep reverence for tht

spiritual verities and was instant and liberal

in the support of all religious activities in

which, though himself a member of the Cou

gregational church, he recognized neithci

seet nor creed, as he realized the vahie ot

the work of all ' denominations. The pres-
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ent fine edifice of the Congi-egational clinrch

in Bonne Terre is his gift to the people of

his home city. From the previously men-
tioned memorial are taken the following ap-
preciative words: "Perhaps the character-

istics which endeared him so generally to the

people of this community were his never-fail-

ing courtesy and that kind consideration

which never varied, whether the occasion was
a presidential reception or that of helping
some poor foreigner from the gutter, or com-
pelling some poor workman to accept a loan

which his keen perception told him was
needed."

The death of Mr. Parsons caused an en-

tire comnuinity to mourn, and all classes and
conditions of men and women in Bonne Terre
showed their deep sense of personal loss and
bereavement. They mourned not the success-

ful man, not the man of wealth and influ-

ence, but felt that they were bereft of a true

friend, the man of deep human sympathy
and tolerance, the man whose was the faith

that makes faithful in all things. His fu-

neral was conducted by Rt. Rev. Daniel Tut-

tle, the venerable bishop of the Missouri dio-

cese of the Protestant Episcopal church, and
this honored prelate was assisted by the pas-

tor of the Congregational church in Bonne
Terre, Rev. H. L. Hartwell. Interment was
made ^nth Masonic honors, as i\Ir. Parsons
was long identified with this time-honored

fraternity.

It may be noted that the sons of Mr. Par-

sons have succeeded to and assumed active

supervision of his varied industrial and
i
other capitalistic interests, in the control of

which they are showing themselves worthy
of the lionored name which they bear. They
are also men of sterling character and high

civic ideals.

There can be no wish to lift the gracious

veil that gave seclusion to a home whose every

relation was ideal, Init it is consistent to

enter a brief record concerning the domestic

relations of "Mr. Parsons,—relations that

were marked by the greatest of solicitude and
beauty. While serving as a soldier in the

Civil war Mr. Parsons was granted a fur-

lough, and within this period, on the 5th of

February, 1862, was solemnized his marriage
I to Miss Jane E. Doolittle, the accomplished

daughter of M, J. and Elizabeth (Camp)
Doolittle. and a sister of General Charles C.

Doolittle. who gained distinction in the

Civil war. in which he entered service as a

member of the same company as did the sub-

ject of this memoir. Mrs. Parsons survives
her honored husband and still resides in the

beautiful home at Riverside, near Bonne
Terre. She was reared and educated in New
York city and Brooklyn and brought into

the wilds of Missouri, when she came here
with her husband, the fine elements of cul-

ture that had been gained in her a.ssoeiations

in the east. For three years previous to her
marriage Mrs. Parsons was the leading so-

prano in the choir of Rev. Theodore L. Cuy-
ler's church at Brooklyn. Mr. and Mrs. Par-
sons became the parents of eight children, of

whom five are living: Roscoe R. S. and
Gerard S., who have succeeded their father

in the various positions of the latter 's large

interests: Jessie H., who is the wife of Ben
Blewett, superintendent of the public

schools of St. Louis, Missouri ; Mabel T., who
is the wife of Dr. George Knapp, of Vin-

cennes, Indiana ; and Miss Bertha S., who re-

mains with her widowed mother. Roscoe R.

S. Parsons is now general manager of the St.

Joseph Lead Company; vice-president of the

Doe Run Lead Company; vice-president of

the Mississippi River & Bonne Terre Rail-

road Company; and president of the Farm-
ers' & IMiners' Trust Company of Bonne
Terre. Gerard S. Parsons is assistant gen-

eral manager of the St. Joseph Lead Com-
pany and treasurer of the railroad company
above mentioned.

Professor William Leslie Johns. It is

not to be gainsaid that there is no office car-

rying with it so much responsibility as that

of the instructor who moulds and fashions

the plastic mind of youth ; who instills into

the formative brain those principles which,

when matured, will be the chief heritage of

the active man who in due time will sway the

multitudes, lead armies, govern nations or

frame the laws by which civilized nations are

governed. To say that all learned men are

capable of filling this high and important of-

fice is by no means the truth. One is in-

clined frequently to believe that the true edu-

cator is born and not made ; he must have a

vast knowledge of human nature ; he must
know not only what is in books, but what is

in man also ; he must understand his pupil

and deal with his kind according to his in-

dividuality.

William Leslie Johns, superintendent of the

Flat River schools, was boi-n July 3, 1872, at

Grubville, Jefferson count.y, Missouri. The
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family is one which has been identified with
the state for many years, the birth of the

subject's father, William Alfred Johns, hav-

ing occurred in Robei'tsville, Franklin county,

ilissouri, in the year 1839. The earlj' life

of the elder gentleman was spent on his fa-

ther's farm and he received his education in

the common schools. He adopted agricul-

ture as his own vocation and was thus en-

gaged throughout the course of his useful

and active life. At the time of the Civil

war he was a member of the state militia and
at the termination of the great conflict he
again took up farming. The subject's mother
was IMary Ann Sullens, of Fenton, Jefferson

county, Missouri, daughter of Isaac Sullens,

a farmer and Methodist circuit rider. To
this union, which occurred in 1861, nine
children were born, William Leslie being the
sixth in order of birth. The father passed on
to his reward in 1877, but his devoted wife
and helpmeet has survived him for more
than a generation and is still living, her resi-

dence being maintained at Grubville, Jeffer-

son county, Missouri. The father was in his

political conviction an adherent of the poli-

cies and principles of the "Grand Old
Party" and his religious faith was that of
the Methodist Episcopal church. His lodge
relations extend to the time-honored Masonic
order.

The early life of William L. Johns was
passed on his father's farm in Jefferson
county and in youth he had the usual oppor-
tunity of the farmer's son to become familiar
with the many strenuous duties of farm life.

He attended the public schools and having
come to the conclusion to become an instruc-
tor, he entered the Cape Girardeau Normal
School and was graduated from that institu-

tion in 1907, with the degree of B. P. D.
His first work in the pedagogical profession
was as a teacher in the country schools, and
this was of seven years' duration. For three
and one-half years he was principal of the
DeSoto grammar schools and, recommended
by his excellent work at that point, he was
called to Flat River, where in the capacity of
superintendant of schools he has given the
utmost satisfaction. The Flat River schools
are fully accredited and a diploma received
from the high school admits without further
ado to the state university.

Professor Johns laid the foundation of a
happy and cultured household when, in 1897,
he was united to Emma Cole, of Blackwell,

Jefferson county, daughter of Joshua and
Anne Cole, the former a well-known farmer
of Jett'ei-son county. Mr. and Mrs. Johris

share their pleasant home with two young
sons,—Delos Cole and Burdette Theron. In
his political adherence Professor Johns is

aligned with what its loyal admirers are

pleased to call the "Grand Old Party;" he
is a Baptist in his religious affiliation, and
his lodge relationship is extended to the In-

dependent Order of Odd Fellows.

Roy Stone JMablcw. Among the leading
young citizens of DeSoto must assuredly be
mentioned Professor Roy Stone Llarlow, su-

perintendent of the Moorhart Commercial
College of this place. He has been a promi-
nent factor in educational work of this sec-

tion of southeastern Missouri since his grad-
uation from college, having been a teacher in

the public schools of Montgomeiy county for
five years previous to preparing himself for

the duties of his present responsible position

as the head of one of the noted Moorhart
chain of colleges. His success in preparing
young men and women for positions of a com-
mercial character has been remarkable, and
in addition to his professional ability he is

esteemed as a good citizen and popular mem-
ber of society.

Professor JIarlow was born in Martins-
burg, Missouri, June 7, 1882. He is the son
of W. H. ]\Iarlow, who was born December
9, 1851, at LaGrange, Missouri. The latter's

mother died when he was but a few months
old and he was reared to the age of twelve
years by two aunts. At about that time his

father met his death in the Civil war. He
had married again and had a family of small
children, but young IMarlow, although only a

boj' himself, returned to his father's home to

manage the farm, and there he remained un-
til he attained his majority. He then re-

moved to a farm in Callaway county and
there, when about twenty-seven, established

a home of his own bj' marriage. Miss Laura
Peeiy becoming his wife. Three children
were born to them, namely: Thomas, Roy S.

and Ora Elizabeth. Some years later the
father went into the hotel business at IMar-

tinsburg, Missouri, and he remained there
until four years prior to his demise. The
last five years of his life were spent in retire-

ment at IMontgomery City, Missouri, and he
died, universally regretted, in 1908. He was
a loyal and consistent Democrat, having given
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allegiance to the party since his earliest vot-

ing days; he held membership in the Chris-

tian church ; and was affiliated with the Mu-
tual Protection League. The mother was
born in Callaway county, September 4, 1857,

and is making her home with her son in De-
Soto.

Roy Stone IMarlow spent his early life on
the farm in Callaway county and through
actual contact and experience became famil-

iar with agricultural life in all its phases.

He received his preliminary education in the

public schools of Martinsburg, graduating

therefrom, and also in a special class from
the high school of ilontgomery City in 1900.

Following this he took special work in the

University of Missouri and taught in the

high school for a period of five years, giving

the greatest satisfaction to all concerned. He
then took special work in Central Wesleyan
College at Warrington, Missouri, and finished

the same in 1907, in which year he received

a degree from that institution. It was in the

year named that Professor Marlow became
associated with Mr. George Washington
Moorhart in his business college work, and
ever since that time he has been a part of the

teaching force of those excellent institutions,

teaching a year at Cape Girardeau; two
years at Farmington and two years at De-

Soto where he resides at the present time.

The student enrollment averages forty.

Professor Marlow was married in 1907,

Miss Ellen Marie Robertus, of Warrenton,
Missouri, becoming his wife, and both young
people are held in high regard in the com-

munity. They have two young sons,—John
William and Addicks Ransom. The subject

is a member of the Christian church ; enjoys

fellowship with the Independent Order of

Odd Fellows; and follows in the parental

footsteps in the matter of politics, being a

stanch Democrat.
The Moorhart Business College of DeSoto

is situated on a hill overlooking the city and
is surrounded by beautiful grounds.

James A. Henson. The name of James A.

Henson, judge of the probate court, has been
identified in an honorable and useful fashion

with the various interests of Washington
county since 1898. He is an almost life-long

resident of JMissouri and lived in Gasconade
county for many years previous to coming to

Potosi. He is a veteran of the Civil war and
one of the pillars of local Republicanism,

standing high in party councils. Mr. Hen-
son was born in the state of Indiana, Sep-
tember 20, 1838, and is the son of Larkin
Henson, who was a native of South Carolina,
born about 1794. The elder gentleman was
a caqjeuter and builder and was married at

about the age of twenty-one years to Susan
Hollandsworth. To their union were born
five children, of whom Judge Henson was the
second in order of birth, and an enumeration
of the number is as follows: Eliza, deceased;
James; Robert; Jeanetta, now Mrs. William
Davis; and Albert. The father, who was a
man of advanced years at the outbreak of the
Civil war, was so thoroughly in sympathy
with Southern traditions and institutions

that he enlisted in the Confederate army,
and his death occurred during the great con-
flict. He was a stanch Democrat in politics

and a member of the Baptist church.
When Judge Henson was but a few months

old the family removed to Missouri and lo-

cated in Gasconade county, where he grew
to manhood. He received his early education
in the subscription schools and his first ex-

periences as a wage-earner were as a worker
on various farms. At the outbreak of the
Civil war he joined the Union army under
General Grant and saw a good deal of hard
service, participating in the battles of Wil-
son Creek and Vicksburg and many lesser

engagements. He was a member of Com-
pany F. First Missouri Light Artillery, and he
was a brave and valiant soldier, who with the
passage of the years has lost no whit of inter-

est in the comrades of other days, being
prominent in all the "old Boy" doings.

When the war was over he returned to Gas-
conade county and engaged in farming, and
he continued thus engaged until 1898, when
he removed to this county. After coming to

Potsoi he conducted a dairy for Dr. Noll and
then made a successful run for office, receiv-

ing the election for justice of the peace and
serving in that capacity with faithfulness

and efficiency from 1899 to 1903. He was
then elected judge of the probate court,

which office he still holds, having been twice
elected. In many ways he has demonstrated
the public spirit which makes him so good
and patriotic a citizen, and he never fails to

yield hearty support and co-operation to any
measure that has appealed to him as likely

to be conducive to the public good.
In January, 1862, Mr. Henson was united

in marriage to Mary S. Davis, daughter of
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Garrett Davis, their marriage being solem-

nized at Gasconade county, Missouri. The

wife died in 1866, leaving two young chil-

dren, Milford and Marshall. He was again

married in 1872 to Dora Roberts, of Mis-

souri, daughter of Asa Roberts, and this

union resulted in four children,—James E.,

Lillian, Fred and Laura. Judge Henson is

well and favorably known in the community,

where he is agreeably recommended by his

daily living; and his family are useful and

popular members of society. He is a Bap-

tist in religious conviction, and is a mem-
ber of Becket Post, No. 38, at Hopewell, Mis-

Henry a. Heekstroeter, the efficient post-

master of Washington, is a native son of

the place and was born and reared among
the younger generation of the business men
of this city, his birth occurring March 29,

1874. His father is Casper H. A. Herk-

stroeter, a clothing merchant and tailor of

Washington. The elder gentleman is a na-

tive of Germany. Like so many of his coun-

trymen he concluded to cast his fortunes

with the New World and arrived on our

shores previous to the war between the states.

Shortly afterward he located in the city of

St. Louis, where he served an apprentice-

ship as a tailor, and while residing there he

married jMiss Minnie Gast, a daughter of

Ernst and Christina Gast, of Washington,

Missouri. This resulted in his establishing

a home here and he opened a tailor shop.

His business gTew and expanded with the

development of the country and he now owns

and manages a large ready-made clothing

house, while at the same time cariying on

a tailoring establishment. He is still the

proprietor of this business and has reached

the age of seventy-eight years. The subject

is one of a family of six children, as follows

:

Christina, wife of L. H. Kamp, of St. Louis;

Henry A., the subject of this review ; Emma,
who married E. A. Kamp and resides in

Webster Grove, Missouri; Louisa, of Wash-
ington ; Ed. C, of St. Louis; and Miss Minnie,

who is at home.
After the termination of his school days,

Mr. Herkstroeter learned the trade of cutter

in his father's shop and with the exception

of two years spent in St. Louis, where he

was also engaged in the tailoring business,

he continued as an assistant to his father

until his retirement to assume the duties of

postmaster of Washington. In his political

conviction Mr. Herkstroeter is a stanch and
stalwart Republican and stands high in party

councils. He served as councilman for the

Fourth ward for two years and was a mem-
ber of the county Republican central com-

mittee and acted as its treasurer for the

space of six years, being ever ready to do
anj'thing, to go anywhere for the good of

the cause with which he is aligned. He was
appointed postmaster on July 15, 1908, by
President Roosevelt (in vacation) and was
re-commissioned by President Taft, Decem-
ber 14, 1908, for a term of four years, and
he has given satisfactory service as a serv-

ant of Uncle Sam.
Mr. Herkstroeter laid the foundation of a

happy home life when, on October 28, 1905,

he was united in marriage to Miss IMay

Werner, daughter of Charles H. Werner.
Their family history corresponds in several

points, for Mrs. Herkstroeter 's father is also

a tailor and by birth a German. The two
children of the Herkstroeter household are

daughters—Leona and Helen. The subject

takes pleasure in his relations with the In-

dependent Order of Odd Fellows.

Herbert Peyor. In considering what
Herbert Pryor, superintendent of public

schools, has done for Kennett it is only neces-

sary to recall the progress that the schools

have made under his regime.

Herbert Prj^or was born in Pike county,

ilissouri, August 11, 1879. His boyhood was
for the most part spent in Paynesville, where
he was educated in the public schools. He
then attended the local academy and later

the Missouri State University. He had be-

gun to teach when he was only eighteen years

of age and worked his way through college.

He taught in Pike county, being assistant

principal of the academy and principal of

the public schools of Paynesville for three

years. He came to Kennett as superintend-

ent in the fall of 1906 and has just closed

the fifth year of his work here. The public

school has an enrollment of seven hundred
pupils, with a corps of sixteen teachers. The
course is of high grade and is accredited in

the universit.y. The class of 1911 was the

sixth to graduate. All the teachers have had
normal training and they are almost all home
teachers; it is the aim of Superintendent

Pryor to train the graduates that they may
be prepared to fill vacancies in the staff of
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teachers as they occur. During the last five

years the salaries of the teachers have nearly

doubled aud six additional teachers have been

installed. During the past live years the high

school has increased from seventeen pupils

to eighty-six. The seating capacity of the

old building is not sutBcient to accommodate

the additional pupils and a new high school

building is contemplated.

In June, 1908, ^Ir. Pryor married Miss

Agnes Harrison, of Kennett, daughter of

Dr. V. H. Harrison, now deceased. She is

a teacher in the high school. Mr. and Mrs.

Pryor have one daughter, Sue Elizabeth.

ilr. Pryor is in the Methodist Episcopal

church, while his wife belongs to the Presby-

terians, thus both the churches are gainers.

Mr. Pryor belongs to the order of Masons.

He is desirous to be right up with the most

approved modern methods of teaching and
takes every opportunity to compare notes

with other educators. He attends the sum-

mer terms of the University and is working

for his A. il. degree. To the casual observer,

the fact that the high school has increased

its number of scholars might mean that the

[population is larger; if the percentage of

[increase were proportionately large in the

graded schools that might be the natural in-

' ference. The fact is, however, that during

Ithe past six years the high school has in-

[

creased its scholars much more than the

graded schools. The fact of the matter is

that the course has been made more prae-

, tical, so that whereas many pupils left school

!
while they were half way up in the grades,

I now a large proportion take the high school
' course. In this way Kennett is turning out

boys and girls to become more efficient cit-

izens than ever before, for the true use of

education is to increase efficiency. Mr.
Pryor is doing a great work.

"WiLLLiM R. Edgar. The senior partner of

the law firm of Edgar & Edgar may be said

to '"come naturally" by his prominence in

the enterprises for the development of Iron-

ton, for he is an American of the old stock,

I
the son and grandson of pioneers who set-

j

tied and developed new country. The fam-
ily came originally from Scotland and

I

settled in Rahway, New Jersey, in 1720.

I The.v gave more than one soldier to the Amer-

I

ican cause, during the Revolution. Some-

I
thing over a century later—in 1830—William
R. Edgar, father of the present William R.,

Sr., married and went to Tipton, Cedar
county, Iowa. His wife was Rebecca Tich-
enor, a Presbyterian of English descent and
a native of Lebanon, Ohio. Thej' were suc-

cessful in the new country, where they en-

gaged in farming. It was in Tipton that
William R. Edgar was born in 1851 and
there that his mother died.

In 1866 the family moved to Iron county,
where the father continued his work of farm-
ing until his death in 1879. The son Wil-
liam R. is the only surviving member of that
family. ]\Ir. Edgar was educated at Ar-
cadia College. He graduated from that in-

stitution in 1871, during the presidency of

General L. M. Lewis, a noted divine and a
lawyer of unusual eloquence. Four years
later he graduated from the law department
of Washington University. He then taught
for three years in Arcadia College and was
one year principal of the Ironton public
schools. Since 1879 he has devoted his en-

tire attention to the practice of law. He
was a partuer of the late J. W. Emerson,
formerly one of Ironton 's prominent law-

yers. Later he was with George W. Benton
for one year. The present law firm was or-

ganized April 10, 1911. In addition to their

extensive library, Edgar and Edgar have a

complete set of abstracts of Iron county.
Mr. Edgar has served several terms as

prosecuting attorne.y and during president
Cleveland's first administration was four and
a half years receiver of the U. S. land office,

then located at Ironton but now removed
to Springfield. He has always been a power
in the Democratic party of the county and
has been a delegate to several national con-

ventions and at the last election was presi-

dential elector.

He married Miss S. P. AVhitworth, daugh-
ter of the late I. G. Whitworth, mentioned
elsewhere in this work. She was born in

Iron comity and educated at Arcadia Col-

lege. Mr. and ]\Irs. Edgar have five chil-

dren : Maude married Lieutenant Jurich, of
the U. S. Army Cavalry, and since his death
in San Francisco in 1908 she has resided in

Ironton. William R., Jr. of the firm of Edgar
& Edgar, was educated in Ironton and in the

Benton law school of St. Louis. He was
chief clerk in the law department of the

]\Iissouri-Pacifie Railroad, under General At-
torney M. L. Clardy. He resigned this posi-

tion to form the present partnership. There
are two other sons, James D.. aged twenty-
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one, a gi-aduate of the Western Militarj^

Academy, and Robert Lee, aged eleven. The
other daughter. Miss Mary C, is also at

home.
I\Ir. Edgar is president of the Iron County

Bank of Irontou, organized in 1897. For
the iirst year of its existence Mr. I. G. Whit-
worth was president, but since that time Mr.

Edgar has held the office continuously. He
is no less prominent socially than profession-

ally. He is master of the Star of the AVest

Lodge, No. 133, A. F. & A. M. The son is

also a member of the A. F. & A. M.

John A. Pelts. The Pelts family is one

of the best kno^\Ti of the old Dunklin county
families and a citizen who bears the name
with credit as one loyal to the best interests

of the community is John A. Pelts, a man of

quiet though forceful character, a native son

of the county and an agriculturist, whose
farm of eighty acres he redeemed from the

virgin forest and brought to a high state of

improvement. Mr. Pelts, who is a son of

that prominent farmer-citizen, the late

Joseph Pelts, of whom more extended men-
tion is made on other pages of this record,

was born March 20, 1857, at the family home-
stead situated not far distant from his pres-

ent comfortable home in the vicinity of Vin-

cent, Dunklin county, Missouri. Here he

was reared and in the district school received

his education. In choosing a vocation he

followed in the paternal footsteps and since

young manhood has engaged in farming. He
has expended much time and labor upon his

farm, which is new land and which he

cleared and has brought to a fine state of im-

provement.
IMr. Pelts was married September 16,

1884, the young woman to become his wife

being Miss Lou Cook, who was bom at Nash-

ville, Tennessee, July 23, 1864, the daughter

of Jesse S. and Nancy J. (Sparks) Cook. The
father was a Union soldier and one of the

martyrs of the "Great Conflict," his death

upon the battlefield occurring in the month
of September, 1864. He was a young man
at the time. The widow removed with her

two children, Lou, now Mrs. Pelts, and
Thomas M., residing in Stoddard coiinty,

from Tennessee to Alabama in 1866, and
there she resided until 1874, when she came
to Clarkton, Dunklin county, IMissouri. In

this state she lived for a good many years,

being well-known and highly respected in

the community in which she made her home
The demise of this good woman occurred ii

January, 1900, at the home of her daughtei
her years numbering sixty-two at the tim
of her summons to the Great Beyond. Sh
was a member of the Missionary Baptis
church.

To Mr. and Mrs. Pelts have been born si:

children, an enumeration of the number be
ing as follows: The oldest children. Aim:
and Osa, were twins; Osa died in infancy
and Alma is now the wife of David Brandon
of Waco, Texas. Rachel is the wife o

Joseph Nesler, of Vincent, Missouri. Mis
Eulah and Lee Shelton are at home and Ra;
died at the age of one year.

Mr. Pelts was previously married to IMis

Mary Taylor, who died some twenty-eigh
years since, leaving one son, William T.

now a farmer residing near Vincent, Mis
souri. This young man took as his wife Mis
Alice Stephens and they share their pleasan
home with three sons, namely : Oakley, Al
ton and Herbert.

In the question of politics John A. Pelt

has always been a firm supporter of Demo
cratic policies and principles and like ever;

intelligent voter he endeavors to becom
familiar with all matters effecting the publi

welfare. Fraternally he is a member of th

Woodmen of the World, of Caruth, Missouri

Mrs. Pelts is a member of the Circle a

Caruth and also of the Missionary Baptis
church.

Joseph Pelts. For many years, mor
than half a century in fact, one of the best

known, best-liked and most influential me:

of this section was the late Joseph Pelts

whose identification with Dunklin count;

dated from that day in 1854 when, wearinj

"the rose of youth upon him," he took u]

his residence within the county. By voca

tion an agriculturist, he was a man of man;
interests and it is characteristic of his energ;

and enthusiasm that at the age of sevent;

years he organized a stock company at Ken
nett for gold-mining and was on his way ti

the gold-fields at or near Alton, ]\Iissouri

when his death occurred and the compan;^

lost its leading spirit.

He was a veteran of the Civil war, and

although by birth a Hoosier, the years of hi;

residence in this state prior to the "Grea
Conflict" so enlisted his sympathies with the

institutions of the South that he gave hi;
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services to the Army of the Confederacy.
He and the late Robert H. Douglass were
comrades in the same company, and neither
of them ever lost interest in reviewing the
stirring, but lamentable experiences of the

dark days of the '60s. The death of this

gentleman occurred at Doniphan in the win-
ter of 1906-07, but his memory will long re-

main green, recalling the poet's words:

"To live in hearts we leave behind,

I Is not to die."

Joseph Pelts was born in Indiana in the

'30s and passed his boyhood and early youth
in that state, there receiving his public school

education. In 1854, when about seventeen

years of age, with his parents and the other

members of the familj' he removed to Dun-
klin county, Missouri, making the journey
overland by team and locating at fii-st near
Clarktou. His parents were "William and
]\Iary Pelts. The father was a horseman who
handled thoroughbi-eds and racers and who
was a well-known figure in Clarkton and its

neighborhood.
Joseph Pelts adopted agriculture as his

life work and in due time married, his chosen

lady being ilartha Baker, a native of this

county and a daughter of James B. and Dru-
silla Baker, Dunklin count}' pioneers and
farmers. This admirable woman died at the

old home at about the age of fifty-five years,

but two of her sisters are living, namely

:

Mi-s. Delilah Hicks and Mrs. Esther Gorgas,

both of Dunklin county. Both Joseph Pelts

and his wife were members of the [Mission-

ary Baptist church, and the former was a

stalwart Democrat, who gave unswerving al-

legiance to the party and participated in its

political bouts with interest. They became
the parents of a family of nine children,

eight of whom were sons and one a daughter,

and of which number four brothei-s are liv-

ing at the present time, namely: John A.,

Robert A., Joseph E. and Charles Lee. The
deceased children are: James W. (eldest in

order of birth), Nathaniel D., George R.,

Lewis and Frances E.

When Joseph Pelts arrived in ]\Iissouri

many of the difficult conditions which were

the portion of the pioneer still prevailed.

There were no near markets and he hauled

his produce to Cape Girardeau, requiring

eight days with ox teams to make th« round

trip. Elk, deer and the like were abundant

and he made fine use of his opportunities; be-

ing a great hunter. He was a man of dis-

tinct personality and public-spirit and well
worthy of representation in this volume de-
voted to the makers of Southeastern ^Mis-

souri.

Charles Lee Pelt.s, a well-known farmer
iu Dunklin county, began in a small way
l)ut has been very successful. He was born
in Dunklin county, Missouri, on the place
upon which he now lives, on January 3, 1874,
and he is a son of Joseph Pelts, 'of whom
more extended mention is made on other
pages of this work. He went to school at
Shady Grove and lived on the farm with his
father, his mother having died when Charles
was very young. When he was sixteen his
father married again and Charles then be-
gan to work around on the different farms.
Up to the time when he was twenty-one he
had earned very little and spent what he did
make. At the end of eight years he owned
forty acres of land, having bought from his
father the farm where he was bom and spent
his childhood days. At the time he took the
farm it was very much run down, but he at
once set to work to improve it. He built
fences, put up a good house and now owns
one hundred and fifty acres of land, on which
he raises cotton, corn and peas and cattle.

When he was twenty-one years of age ]\Ir.

Pelts married Sadie Bedwell. who died on
giving birth to her child. The child lived

only a short time. Eight years later he mar-
ried ilinnie Bailey, by whom he had two chil-

dren,—Lula and Ethel. On St. Valentine's
Day, 1908, he married Eva Shailand, bj'

whom he had one child, Lee Rogers.
Mr. Pelts is a Democrat, and is always

happy to see his partly come out ahead. He
may surely feel that he has done well, as he
has made all that he has through his own ef-

forts, except an interest in a forty acre farm.
He is indeed to be congratulated on the suc-

cess of his efforts and the community for

the possession of so good a citizen.

Horace D. Evans. Through his own char-

acter and accomplishment Horace D. Evans,
cashier of the Lead Belt Bank, at Bonne
Terre, St. Francois county, has well upheld
the prestige of a name that has been identi-

fied with the annals of ^Missouri history for

more than a century. His father attained

to marked distinction in public affairs and
was called upon to represent this state in

the state senate, besides which he served in
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other olSees of distinctive public trust. He
was long oue of the representative men of

]\Iissouri and was a scion of one of the hon-

ored pioneer families of this commonwealth.
Horace Dell Evans was born at Steelville,

the judicial center of Crawfoi-d county, JMis-

souri, on the lltli of June, 1859, and is the

fourth in order of birth of a family of six

children, of whom two are now living. Wil-

liam Evans, grandfather of him whose name
initiates this review, was born in Jefferson

county, Tennessee, on the 27th of December,

1793, of sterling Welsh lineage, and the fam-

ilj' was founded in America in the Colonial

era of our national history. William Evans
was about seven years of age at the time

of his removal to Missouri with his aunt,

and records show that on the 12th of June,

1800, the family located in St. Francois county,

on the site of the present thriving little city

of Farming-ton, the capital of the county.

Here William Evans was reared to maturity

under the scenes and intiuences of the pioneer

epoch, and he gained his full quota of ex-

perience in connection with life on the fron-

tier. He married Miss Mahala George, and

of their eight children Ellis G., father of the

subject of this sketch, was the third in order

of nativitj'. William Evans was a man of

strong character and sterling integrity, so

that he proved a potent factor in connection

with the development of St. Francois county

along both industrial and social lines. Here
he continued to reside until his death, which

occurred on the 31st of July, 1851, and his

devoted wife was summoned to eternal rest

on the 21st of September, 1872, their names
meriting enduring place on the roll of the

honored pioneers of southeastern Missouri.

Ellis G. Evans was born on the family

homestead at Big River Mills, St. Francois

county, on the 10th of July, 1824, and his

early education was secured in the common
schools of the locality and period. His father

was one of the early teachers in the schools

of this count.y and was a prominent figi;re

in educational affairs in this section of the

state. Thus Ellis G. Evans had the privi-

lege of receiving instruction from his honored

father, who likewise was a man of superior

intellectuality. His natural heritage of alert

mentality was amplified by his own appli-

cation to reading and study and he became
a man of exceptionally broad intellectual

ken, mature judgment and well fortified

opinions. As ^a youth he served an appren-

ticeship to the carpenter's trade in the city

of St. Louis, and through his work at his

trade he laid the foundation for the sub-

stantial success which he eventually gained
in connection with the productive activities

of life. It is worthy of record that he cast

his first vote, in 1845, in support of delegates

to the convention which formulated a new
constitiition for the state. He finally en-

gaged in the general merchandise business

at Steelville, Crawford county, and he be-

came prominently concerned with the in-

dustrial and civic upbuilding of that section.

He was one of those interested in the build-

ing of the old Merrimac iron works near
Steelville and his co-operation was given in

the promotion of many other enterprises of

important order.

ilajor Ellis G. Evans, both by reason of

impregnable integrity and fine mental gifts,

was well fitted for leadership in thought and
action, and his interest in public affairs soon

brought him into prominence in political af-

fairs in his native state. When the dark
cloud of civil war cast its pall over the na-

tional horizon his loyalty to the Union was
of the most perfervid order, and he became,
in the climacteric period leading up to the

great struggle between the north and south,

one of the organizers of the Republican party
in Missouri. He served as vice-president of

the party's first state convention in ilissouri,

that of 1856, and he ever afterward con-

tinued a stalwart advocate of the principles

and policies for which the
'

' grand old party '

'

stood sponsor. He was a member of the

Missouri constitutional convention of 1865,

when the institution of human slavery was
forever prohibited in the state bj' the provi-

sions of the new constitution. He gave ef-

fective service in behalf of the Union dur-

ing the progress of the Civil war, as he served

as major on the military staff of Governor
Fletcher and was provost marshal and pay-

master at Rolla, this state, during the major
part of the conflict through which the in-

tegrity of the nation was perpetuated. In
1866 he was elected to represent the twenty-

second senatorial district of ]\Iissouri in the

United States senate, in which he served until

1870, and in which he wielded most distinc-

tive influence during the period of recon-

struction in the south. In 1871 IMajor Evans
was appointed register of the United States

land office at Booneville, and shortly after

his retirement from this office he endured



HISTORY OP SOUTHEAST MISSOURI 603

a stroke of paralysis that rendered it im-

possil)Ie for him to walk thereafter, though
he retained his mental vigor unimpaired un-

til the close of his long and useful life. Sub-
sequently to enduring this affliction Senator
Evans served twelve years as a member of

the Republican state central committee and
continued to exert potent influence in polit-

ical affairs in the state, the while no man
held to a higher degree the confidence and
esteem of his associates, not only in political

circles but also in all other relations of life.

He was for some time editor of the Slate

Tillies, published as the semi-official organ
of the ^Missouri legislature. He was a man
who stood "four square to every wind that

blows," and his name is held in lasting honor
in the state which represented his home
throughout his life and to which his loyalty

was ever of the most incisive order. He
passed the closing years of his life at Cuba,
Crawford county, where he died in 1889, se-

cure in the high regard of all who knew
hiiu. His cherished and devoted wife was
summoned to the life eternal in 1886, and of

their six children one sou and one daughter
are now living. His marriage to iliss Emily
H. Treece, a native of Ohio, was solemnized

at Brush Creek, Crawford county, ilissouri,

on the 20th of July, 1850, and his wife was
a daughter of one of the honored pioneers

of that section of the state. Both were con-

sistent and zealous members of the ^Method-

ist church.

Horace D. Evans, whose name initiates this

article, gained his early educational disci-

pline in the public schools of Rolla and
Booneville, and in the former place he en-

tered upon an apprenticeship to the printer's

trade, in the office of the Rolla Herald. He
familiarized himself with the esoteric mj's-

teries of the "art preservative of all arts"
and incidentally gained a training that

proved a most valuable supplement to his

prior education. In 1879 he went to the

city of St. Louis, where he was a clerical

employe in the office of the city assessor

and collector until 1883, when he received
an appointment to the railway mail service,

with which he thereafter continued to be
identified for a period of thirteen years, as

an efficient and valued employe. In 1896 he
resigned his position and assumed the posi-

tion of bookkeeper in the Farmers & ^Miners

Bank of Bonne Terre, where he has since

maintained his home and where he has risen

to prominence as one of the representative
business men and influential citizens of St.

Francois county. In 1899 lie became asso-

ciated in the organization of the Lead Belt
Bank, of which he has since served as cashier
and in which he is a stockholder. His effec-

tive administration has had marked influence
in the upbuilding of the substantial business
of this popular institution, which bases its

operations on a capital stock of fifteen thou-
sand dollars and which is one of the solid

banking houses of this section of the state.

]Mr. Evans has also identified himself with
other enterprises that have conserved indus-
trial and commercial stability and progress
and as a citizen he is most liberal and public-
spirited,—evet ready to lend his influence
and co-operation in the furtherance of meas-
ures tending to enhance material and civic

prosperity. He is treasurer of the Bonne
Terre Building & Loan dissociation, is a mem-
ber of the directorate of the Bonne Terre
Lumber Company, and is a director of the
Bank of Herculaneum, at Herculaneum, Jef-
ferson county. He is president of the Com-
mercial Club of Bonne Terre, an organization
of high civic ideals and one that has been
most influential in promoting the best inter-
ests of the thriving little city.

In politics J\Ir. Evans has never swerved
from the faith in which he was reared and
he is aligned as a stalwart in the local camp
of the Republican party, in whose cause he
has given yeoman service. He was elected
chairman of the Republican county commit-
tee of St. Francois county in 1904 and was
re-elected in 1906 and 1908. He seems to
have inherited much of his father's discrimi-
nation in the maneuvering of political forces
and gave most effective service along this

line during his incumbency of the position
noted, as has he also as a member, from the
state at large, of the Missouri state central
committee of his party, with which he has
been thus actively identified since 1901. He
served five years as a member of the board
of education of Bonne Terre, and here he is

affiliated with the Masonic fraternity and
the Knights of P.\i:hias. Both he and his

wife hold membership in the Congregational
church in their home town, and are liberal

in the support of the various departments
of its work.
On the 2Sth of December, 1887, .Air. Evans

was united in wedlock to Miss Annie Towl,
a daughter of William Towl, a prominent
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merchant and lumber manufacturer at An-
napolis, Iron county, this state, ilr. and
Mrs. Evans have two children, Emih' T. and

Claire, both at home.

Joseph A. Mintrup. No member of the

business community has a greater responsi-

bility than the banker, and any community
or city is much to be congTatulated which

has at the head of its finances men of thor-

ough training, true worth and moral depend-

ability. No banker of southeastern Missouri

is more closely typical of what is required

in the financial manager and leader to inspire

and retain business and commercial confi-

dence than Joseph A. Mintrup, cashier of

the Citizens' Bank of Union, Missouri. From
every possible viewpoint ^Ir. Mintrup is a

man of the finest citizenship, public spirited,

altruistic, ever ready to give his support to

all measures likely to result in general bene-

fit. He is one of the standard bearers of

the local Democratic party and as a public

official has a record of the most meritorious

character. He was for a number of j^ears

postmaster of Washington and for twelve

successive .veai-s held the office of county

clerk of Franklin country with credit to him-

self and honor to his constituents. The
length of time he held this important posi-

tion is sufficient in itself to show how well

he performed its duties, and doubtless much
further public usefulness lies before him, for

he is a man in the prime of life. By his

private life as well as his public services he

has endeared himself to the people of Frank-
lin county, for he grew up in the county from
the age of five years and his whole career

is an open book.

Mr. ]\Iintrup was born in St. Louis county,

ilissouri, April 28, 1862. He is of German
stock, his father, Francis Mintrup, having

been a native of the German state of Han-
over, now a part of the province of Prussia,

where his birth occurred in 1822. Like the

majority of his countrymen he was of the

stuff of which the best citizenship is made,
and his stalwart, fine Teutonic characteristics

have come to his son as a heritage. He and
a brother, Joseph, came to the decision to

make a hazard of new fortunes in the land

across the Atlantic in their youth and saying

farewell for all time to their parents and
brothers and sistei-s they sailed, two brave

and adventurous spirits, for America, some
years previous to the outbreak of the Civil

war. In course of time they found their

way to Missouri and located in "Washington,

where they became useful citizens, married
and reared families and both now sleep be-

neath the sod of that section. Francis Min-
trup, ideal patriot and lover of liberty, was
in sympathy with the Union and when the

long-lowering war cloud broke in all its fury

in the early '60s of the nineteenth century,

he enlisted in a Missouri regiment of the

Federal army, only served a very short time

when discharged on account of disability. In

1867 he established himself in business at

Washington with his brother, and together

they operated a planing-mill until the de-

mise of Francis Mintrup in 1869. The young
woman whom he chose as his wife and the

bearer of his name was Miss Mary Narup,
an admirable lady who has survived her hus-

band for these manj^ years, making her resi-

dence at the family home. The children are

as follows : Miss Annie, of Washington, Mis-

souri ; Joseph A., of this notice ; Kate, wife

of Edward Jasper, of Washington; and
Henry and August, of Chicago, Illinois.

In the Washington public schools and in

the well-known Catholic institution at St.

Mary's, Kansas, Joseph A. jMintrup received

his education. When a youth he learned the

printer's trade on the Franklin County Ob-

server at Washington, and proving faithful

and efficient in little things, he in course of

time acquired a partnership in the paper and
eventually became the editor. He evinced no

inconsiderable gifts as an exponent of the

Fourth Estate, but sold the plant and en-

tered mercantile life, joining the J. L. Hake
Shoe Company at Washington and becom-

ing secretarj' of the same. He remained

thus associated until the beginning of Presi-

dent Cleveland's second administration, when
he received the appointment of assistant post-

master of Washington, and a year later was
appointed chief of the office. He filled the

position until June. 1898, when he was re-

placed by a Republican and not long after-

ward engaged in the real estate and insur-

ance business.

At the fall election in 1898 ilr. Mintrup
was chosen county clerk on the Democratic

ticket, overcoming a Republican majority of

several hundred and winning the office with

one hundred and seventv-five votes to spare.

His first service of four j^ears so justified the

confidence of the people that he w^as reelected

for another term, which was succeeded in
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turn l)y anotlier. He retired fi-oiu office in

January, 1911, with twelve years of successful

political life to his credit. Resuming private

life, he entered the domain of finance, becom-

ing cashier of the Citizens Bank of Union,

March 1, 1911, and in addition to this office he

is secretary of the official board,

ilr, Miutrup married in Washington, ilis-

souri, December 29, 1891, his wife being Miss

Amelia Wehrmann, whose father, Louis
Wehrmanu, was for many years postmaster

of Washington and a leading citizen of that

place. He was a German by nativity, a

Republican in politics, and he was engaged
in the real estate business. The children of

Mr, and ^Irs, ^lintrup are five in number
and as follows : Mamie, Louis, Lillie, Frances
and Doherty. The family is a popidar one
and the home is the center of a gracious and
attractive hospitality, ilr, ]Mintrup is a com-
municant of the Catholic church and a mem-
ber of the Knights of Columbus and the
[Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks,'
1

I

J, Thompson Blanton, In that particu-

I

lar portion of Iron county in which his home
[is situated and where he is best known, J.

j

Thompson Blanton, farmer, stockman and
veteran of the Civil war, stands as one of the
[important and highly esteemed members of
ihis community. Plere he has resided for
'many years, since 1858, to be exact, and

I

although not a native of the county, he has

I

resided in the state all his life with the ex-

, caption of a period spent in farming in the
[state of Nevada and during his war seiwice.

jThe attractive Blanton homestead is situated
some seven miles southeast of Ironton and
is one of the highly improved estates of Iron
'county.

Mr. Blanton was born in Madison county.
Missouri, on the Saint Francois river, Octo-
ber 24. 1843, and is the son of Benjaman F.
jand Ailsey (Berryman") Blanton. The
lUiother was a niece of the Rev. J. C. Berry-
iman, a detailed sketch of whose life appears
elsewjiere in this work. She died in 1869.
lased about seventy years. Her father, whose
[farm included what is now Arcadia, was
[•Josiah Berryman, a prominent man of his day.
'He came to Missouri at the same time as his

i^-lergyman brother, who wa.s the founder of
(Arcadia College. Ben.iaman F. Blanton was
[born in Lincoln county and removed to [Mad-
'ison county as a young man, locating on the
i^^aint Francois river, near Wayne countv,
ihat being the scene of his marriage. He

subsequently removed to Arcadia Valley and
died in Dunklin county, at the age of about
seventy years. He whose name inaugurates
this record is the second in order of birth iu

a family of ten children, of whom four are now
living. The other surviving members of the
family are : ilrs, 2Iichael Deguira, of Freder-
icktown; William H., of the vicinity of that

place ; and Moman, who is a Fredericktown
resident,

[Mr. Blanton passed the roseate days of boy-
hood and youth in Madison county, and there
received his schooling. When alx)Ut seven-

teen jears of age he came to Iron county,
which has ever since been the scene of his

residence, with the exception of the time spent
in the far west, above alluded to. He en-

gages in general farming and also in the stock

business, and iu both departments has met
with success, his methods being up-to-date and
well-directed. When the Nation went downi

into the dread Valley of Decision in the '60s,

Mr. Blanton enlisted in the Confederate army,
as a member of Company C, Ninth Missouri

Infantry, his enlistment taking place in

Arkansas. The young man of nineteen was
firmly convinced of the logic of the severing

of the states from the national government if

its rulings were against their conviction and
he proved a loyal and valiant soldier. He
participated in several engagements, but was
fortunate enough not to receive a wound.
When peace was restored to the stricken

country, he went to Nevada and there for

four years engaged in farming, in a rich

valley, four hundred miles south of Salt

Lake, The charms of Missouri remained
strong with him, however, throughout his

period of absence and he returned to Iron
county, and bought the property upon which
he has ever since resided. This consists of

three hundred and twenty acres and is val-

uable and well situated.

In October, 1871, ]Mr. Blanton was united
in marriage to [Miss Caroline F. Kinkead,
who was born in Saint Francois county, in

October, 18o2, and is a daughter of Andrew
B. and Rebecca C. (Elgin") Kinkead, who
came to the state in their youth and were
married in Saint Francois coi;nty, which con-

tinued to be their home for the rest of their

lives. The father died before the Civil War.
but the mother survived until February,
1906, when she passed away at the age of

ninety years. He was a tanner and farmer
bv occupation. He was born in Kentucky
and the mother in Virginia, and the.v were
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both consistent members of the Christian

church. Mrs. Blanton is one of a familj- of

seven children, but of this number only one

brother, Nicholas A., a farmer in St. Fran-
cois county, survives in addition to herself.

The union of Mr. and Mrs. Blanton has

been blessed by the birth of the following

children : Beatrice is the wife of M. P.

Gregory, of Madison county and the mother
of two children, Helen and Corena ; Pauline

died at the age of two years ; Benjamin B.,

deputy sheriff of Iron county, is a citizen of

Ironton ; Gerard, a farmer of iladison

county, married Miss Belle Freeland and
their two daughters are Winifred and Char-

lene; Courtright R. is at home; Sophie is

the wife of James L. Freeland, a farmer of

Iron county, and their two sons are Nicholas

and Josiah ; ]\I. Deguire is at home, as are

also the twin brothers. Langdon E. and
James E., and the youngest member of the

famil.v, Ailsey Litia.

In evidence of the zeal and energy of Mr.
Blanton is the fact that his farm had but

twenty acres cleared when he bought it and
at the present day some two hundred acres

are under cultivation. It is one of Iron

county's finest farms, is adorned with a fine,

commodious dwelling, and its buildings and
fences are of the most substantial character.

In the matter of politics Mr. Blanton has

always been a Democrat, having given his

suffrage to the party since his earliest voting

days. He is a member of the ]\rasonic order

of Blanton and exemplified its high ideals in

his own living. Mrs. Blanton retains her

membership in the Christian church of

Libertyville, Saint Francois countv, and the

various members of this popular family en-

joy high standing in the corami;nity in which
their interests are centered.

JiMER E. Rice. Among the citizens of

southeast Missouri who began their careers

dependent entirely on their own ability and
energy and have since attained positions of

influence and independence, one of the best

known examples in Dunklin county is Mr.
Jimer E. Rice, the banker.

He is a native son of Dunklin county,

where he was born INTarch 1, 1870. He at-

tended the county schools, and then entered

the State Normal, where he studied part of

fo\ir years. He had assistance in only the

first year and then taught to earn the money
for the rest of his education. After grad-

uating he taught four years, and made him-
self known as a reliable, intelligent young

man worthy of larger responsibilities. He
was then made deputy county collector, and
after four years in that office was elected

by the people of the county to the office of

county treasurer, and served two terms.

He was a resident of Kennett practically

all his life until he located in Hornersville.

Buying an interest in the Bank of Horners-
ville in 1908, he moved to this town and en-

tered upon his duties as cashier and member
of the board of directors. This bank Avas or-

ganized by ]Mr. Langdon in 1901 and con-

ducted as a private institution live years,

being incorporated in 1906. It is one of the

three banks south of Kennett, and its busi-

ness is growing rapidly. The capital has

been increased from five to ten thoiisand dol-

lars, and in the last five years it has ac-

cumulated a surplus of five thousand dol-

lars. Besides his active connection with the

bank, ilr. Rice is a dealer in real estate on

his own account, and his investments have

been very profitable. He is the owner of

farm land three miles south of Hornersville

and some near Kennett, and has considerable

town propert}'. All this has been the re-

wards of his own efforts and business man-
agement, and few citizens of the coiinty can

point to a better record of success than he.

In politics he is Democratic, and was the

choice of that party when he served as a

county official. He and his family are mem-
bers of the ^Methodist church. South.

Mr. Rice married. June 23. 189.5, :Miss Lil-

lian J. Brower. Their children are : Nola,

born in June, 1896 : and David B., born No-

vember 19, 1907, Fraternally ]Mr. Rice is 3

member of the ^Masonic lodge at Horners-

ville.
'

Edward W. Flentge. How difficult it is

for a young man to choose the line of work

he intends to follow throughout his life.l

What a little thing will often cause him to|

decide and something just as small may cause

him to change his mind. A single stone may
turn the rivulet of water to the right or to

the left. It is sometimes said that Providence

shapes our careers. L'ndoubtedl.v something;

outside of ourselves has something to do witli

the general direction of a man's life, but

the getting on is a purely private affair.

Each individual is fated to work out hi?

own career. If he is qualified by nature lie

cannot be kept down; if deficient he cannot

by hook or crook be boosted up. Opposition

adversity and hard luck are powerless t(
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keep a big man in a small place and no set

of outside conditions can keep a small man
in a big place^ The best we can do is the

least we can otter. Such has been and is

the maxim of Edward \V. Plentge, the post-

master of Cape Girardeau. He has attained

a prominence in the county and his high po-

sition has been reached by reason of his nat-

ural capabilities, united with the efforts he

has untiringly put forth.

He was born in St. Louis, Missouri, Alarch

2, 1863. His grandfather, William Plentge,

was born in Germany, there received his edu-

cation and was married. He was a cabinet

maker by trade, but was not making very
much money. He decided to come to Amer-
ica, bringing his wife and son with him.

He came direct to Cape Girardeau, but not

meeting with success right away he moved
to Jackson, where he lived the rest of his

life. His son, Henry, spent the first eight

years of his life in his fatherland, when
he came to America with his parents. He
attended school in Cape Girardeau and learned

the carpentering trade. When he was only
seventeen he was injured by a fall and was
sent back to Germany. As soon as he was
well again he felt that he should like to study
medicine. He attended a medical school, grad-
uating from ]\Iarx College. After he returned
to America he located at Cape Girardeau where
he practiced medicine in Wayne and Cape
Girardeau counties. During the Civil war
he moved to St. Louis, where he established

a large practice. In the fall of 1875 he
moved to Texas, locating in McLennan county.
He remained there for about two years and
again moved to Raucho, Texas, thence to

Oregon and California, where he died in

1903, being over seventy years old. While
he was in Germany studying medicine he
had met Teresa Heisen, a young German
girl. They were married, she returning to

America with him. She lived to be only
forty-eight years old, leaving behind her
three sons and her husband. At present only
two of the sons are living, of whom Edward
is the second. I\Ir. Flentge was a successful

physician, but he was of a roving turn of
mind, not staying in one place long enough
to build up a very large practice.

Edward's boyhood days were spent in

Wayne and Cape Girardeau counties, where
he attended the public .school. When lu= was
twelve years olcl he went with his parents
to Texas and attended school there for about
two years. When he was seventeen years old

he came back to Missouri alone, attending
the state normal school and locating at Cape
Girardeau. At the clo.se of his school life

he became a clerk in the store of II. 1'. Pier-

ronett in (.'ape Girardeau, remaining with
him in different capacities until Uecember,
1888. At that time he engaged in business
for himself, forming a partnership with Mr.
Wood, the style of the tirm being Flentge
& Wood. They did a general merchandise
business doing a flourishing trade until 1907.

On the first of June in that year iir. Flentge
sold out his share of the business and be-

came connected with the Cape Girardeau
Brass Book Company, being secretary of the
same. Since then he has tilled many posi-

tions of honor, being at this time president
of the Rock Tobacco Company of Cape
Girardeau and secretary and treasurer of
the Painter Realty Company. On the nine-

teenth of December, 1903, he was appointed
postmaster, having held the position ever
since. He is a member of the Connuercial
Club at Cape Girardeau and was its vice
president for several years.

In 1881 he married Miss Sadie E. Taylor
a native of Cape Girardeau to which union
one son and two daughters were born. The
daughters died in infancy. John E., the
son, married ;\Iabel Hash and is now a resi-

dent of Cape Girardeau.
Jlr. Flentge is a member of the ^lasonic

order. He is a Republican in political be-
lief and has always been a most active worker
for and with his party. He was a member
of the city council for two terms and was
two teruis county collector. In 1906 he was
a candidate for railroad and warehouse com-
missioner, but the Democratic candidate was
elected, ilr. Flentge has been practically a
life long resident of southeastern ^Missouri
and has always been active in the business
and political life of the state. Unlike his
father, he found the greatest satisfaction in
remaining in one place, feeling that by so
doing lie could not only gain a better living
for himself and his family, but he could form
more lasting friendships, he could make his
presence felt in the community and thereby
be given opportunities to be of use in the
county and state. Such has Iteen :Mr.

Flentge 's desire, to serve his fellow citizens
and to fulfil to the best of his aliility the
duties which he undertook.

^
T. R. R. Ei.Y. The Ilonoralilr T. R. R.

Ely, one of the most prominent lawyers in
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the county, has had wide and varied experi-

ence in his profession. A man with strong
opinions on all public questions, he has al-

ways had the courage to express them. While
in the legislature he had the most exalted
views of his office and the obligations it in-

volved. He was not there to pander to public
sentiment or so to trim his sails that he
might arouse a popular feeling among the
people of his district, but to represent the
people as he felt they should be represented.
He felt that if it were otherwise and he were
to be restricted in his views and their ex-

pression and obliged to wait to find out
whether they pleased the people or not, he
would infinitely rather go back to private
life and become a private citizen, with the
right to express his views untrammeled and
uncpiestioned by anybodj^ on earth, with the
right to try to formulate public sentiment
along the lines of his ideas. A man with
such decided views could not fail to be an
important factor with his party and in the
eommunit}^ in geueral.

T. R. R. Ely was born in Atchison county,
ilissouri, January 19, I860, where his boy-
hood days were spent until he reached the
age of sixteen. He attended the Stuartsville,

De Kalb county, school and the academy
conducted by the Reverend Perry of the
Presbyterian church. He then went to West-
minster College at Fulton, where he stayed
two years, taking a general course, followed
by a law course at the State University, grad-
uating in the class of 1881. As soon as
he was graduated he came to Kennett, upon
the recommendatiou of Joseph Russell, a fel-

low student, who is now a prominent mem-
ber of congress. The bar was at that time
mainly composed of outside men from other
counties, but it was a rich practice.' The
following year, in 1882, Mr. Ely was elected
prosecuting attorue.y and during his term
of office he did such good work that two
years later, at the next election, he was re-

elected. The country around Dunklin was
very wild at that time, much wickedness go-

ing on in_the county. During his term Mr.
Ely sent forty-four men to the penitentiary,
really the enforcement of law in that part
of the country began with his regime; from
that time on there was a complete change,
the better class of people standing by him
and giving him the advantage of their sup-
port. They had only needed a leader, long
having felt that a change was needed, but

not having sufficient initiative to go ahead
and make any change by themselves. In
1886 Mr. Eh- was elected to represent Dunk-
lin county in the legislature. During his

term of office he pushed the bill setting apart
one-third of all revenues for the school sup-

port, one of the most important acts of leg-

islature. At the expiration of his term he

resumed his practice in Kennett, having all

the work he could possibly attend to. In 1904
he was elected to the senate in the twenty-
second senatorial district, including Dunk-
lin, Butler. Ripley, Wayne, Curtis, Bollinger

and Cape Girardeau counties. It is needless

to sa.v that he worked hard, for he was so

constituted that he could not undertake a

thing and not go into it with all his might.
It was through his energetic pushing that

the appropriation of ten thousand dollars

was made to make a topographical survej' of

the five swamp counties. The amount was
expended by commission of the governor;
this was the first step towards drainage in

that district, resulting in some twenty-five

drainage districts being formed in Dunklin
county alone. This simply aroused public

interest, as at that time there was not a canal

in existence. They have all been made since

that first start. He was a member of the

board of regents of the State Normal School

at Cape Girardeau, at the time when the

new school was being built. He always took

the deepest interest in all matters pertain-

ing to education and only resigned his posi-

tion on the board to fill the position of sen-

ator, where a wider scope was offered his

capabilities. Since he left the senate he has
devoted most of his time to his practice, be-

ing a member of the firm of Ely, Kelso &
Miller at Cape Girardeau, in addition to his

own practice in Kennett. His aid is called

for in most leading cases and the side that

is fortunate enough to secure his services

is pretty sure to come out ahead. He has

been wonderfully successful in his practice.

One would imagine that the Honorable T.

R. R. Ely would have no time for anything
but his law work, but such is not the case.

He has been most active in politics all of

his life, the Democrats having a strong ad-

vocate in him. He was a delegate to the

Denver Convention to nominate Bryan, the

state committee obtaining his services as a

stump speaker. He has an unusual gift of

oratory; his language is excellent, but that

is not the reason that his speeches are so
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convincing; he never advocates anything that

he does not believe in, and tluis he puts his

whole force into what he says. It is very

hard for anyone to listen to him and not

agree witli hiui at least while he is talking.

He has great executive ability and is vice

president of the Bank of Kennett. He stands

high in the Masonic order, being a member
of the Blue Lodge and of the Chapter at

Kennett, of the Council at ]\Ialden and of

the Connnandery at Maiden. He is a past

worshipful master in the Blue Lodge. He
also belongs to the Independent Order of

Odd Fellows and to the ilodern Woodmen
of America. He owns farm lands to the ex-

tent of twenty-two hundred acres, having

cidtivated a great proportion of this land

himself, it being wild when he bought it.

He rents most of the land to tenants, but

oversees some of it himself. He is a mem-
ber of the Presbyterian church and in that

as in everything else he has to do with he

is an active worker. He has laid out two
additions to Kennett, on which he has laid

out lots and built residences. He only has

fine homes on the addition, owning a beauti-

ful place himself. All of these enterprises

are in the nature of work, but Mr. Ely is

just as enthusiastic about his recreations. He
is of the opinion that his efficiency is in-

creased by relaxation, which he takes prin-

cipally in the form of hunting. He belongs

to the club of West Kennett on the St.

Francis river. Any man might be proud
of the law practice that the Honorable T. R.

R. Ely has built up and feel that that con-

stituted a man's life work. His connection

with education in the county would satisfy

the ambition of the majority of people, while

his political connections, both in the legis-

lature and in the senate, would cause a less

enterprising man to feel that he need do
nothing else for the rest of his life. If he
had not been such a successful lawyer, he

would have made a reputation as a farmer.

If he had done nothing but handle his addi-

tion in Kennett he might still feel that he
had done something for his county, but when
all these different activities are combined in

one man, the result is an all around man of

whom his town, county and state are proud,
whom his acquaintances are proud to know
and to whom all are pi'oud to take off their

hats. There is no more useful member of

the community than the Honorable T. R. R.
Elv.

Orton Colman Lynch, superintendent of

the public schools of Farmington, deserves

credit as a strong element in the educational
progress of the county. One of the most
progressive, able and enlightened of educa-
tors, he presents the potent combination of

fine ideals and an executive capacity v\-hich

contrives to make realities out of them. Since
the beginning of his career in the judicial

center of Saint Francois county—1907—

a

great improvement has been made in the
local school system; a tine new high school
building erected; and the higher department
of the schools raised from an unrecognized
condition to a fully accredited high school
with full recognition.

Professor Lynch was born in Harrison
county, West Virginia, on the 20th day of
April, 1874, his father, Hiram Lynch, hav-
ing been a native of the same locality. The
father, who was at different times in his ca-

reer a teacher and educator, was reared on a
large cattle farm which belonged to his

father. He attended the public schools of
his locality and period and also for two years
was a student at a college in Lebanon, Ohio.
He engaged as a school teacher for a short
time and then adopted farming as his occu-

pation, continuing permanently as an expo-
nent of the great basic industry. He was
married in 1868 to Eleanor Williams, of
Sycamore, West Virginia, daughter of John
Williams, who answered to the double calling

of farmer and Jlethodist circuit rider. To
this union were born six children, three of
whom are living at the present time. The
first Mrs. Lynch died in the early '80s, when
the subject was a small boy, and in 1883 the
father was married to Miss Flora .Maxwell, of

Weston, West Virginia. Pour children were
the fruit of the second union. In 1885 the
father removed with his family from West
Virginia to Missouri and located in Fraklin
county, where he again engaged in farming
and where he is today located, secure in the

enjoyment of the respect and confidence of

the community. He is one of the stalwart sup-
porters of the "Grand Old Party," as its

admirers are pleased to call it; he is a pop-
ular member of the Independent Order of

Odd Fellows and the American Order of

United Workmen; and he is a zealous and
valued member of the Methodist Episcopal
church.

Orton C. Lynch entered the Academy of

West Virginia, at Weston, where he received
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his elementary education, and after prose-

cuting his studies at that place until about

ten years of age he then attended the public

schools in Franklin county, IMissouri, until

entering Carlton Institute, of Farmington,

Missouri. After a period of study there he

became a student at the Missouri State Nor-

mal at Warrensburg, and is continuing his

work by courses in the University of Chi-

cago, correspondence study department, Chi-

cago, Illinois. In 1899 he received his degree

(that of B. S. D.) at the Normal School and

in addition to his other training he at-

tended for one year the Missouri State Uni-

versity at Columbia. A part of his educa-

tion had been interspersed with his actual

pedagogical work and he had taught in va-

rious schools, gaining the many advantages

which only experience can give. After quite

finishing his preparation he was for eight

years connected with the public schools of

Tipton, Missouri, four years as principal of

the high school and four years as superin-

tendent of the entire school system. He came

to Farmington in 1907 to accept the position

of superintendent here and this he retains

at the present time, his work here having been

of the most satisfactory character. In addi-

tion to his general supervision he is instruc-

tor in mathematics and science. The new-

high school building which he was materially

instrumental in securing was finished in 1911

and is a model of convenience and modern-

ity.

Professor Lynch was married on the 5th

day of June, 1901, at Warrensburg, Missouri,

to Miss Mary G. Scott, of that place. Mrs.

Lynch is a daughter of Rev. William G. Scott,

a well-known Presbyterian minister. To

their happy union has been born three sons,

whose names are Orton, William and Wal-

lace.

In politics Professor Lynch is a liberal

Prohibitionist, voting more for the man than

party; he is a member of the Methodist

Episcopal church ; and he is sufficiently social

in nature greatly to enjoy his relations with

the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and

the Modern Woodmen of America.

Albert L. Johnson. In a history devoted

to the representative men and women of

Southeastern IMissouri who have contributed

to its upbuilding and prosperity and whose

lives reward closest inspection no one is

more appropriately included than that fine

citizen, the late Albert L. Johnson. Coming,
here as a young man, full of vigor and enthu-'

siasm, he found his surroundings so congen-J;

ial, his labors so fruitful, that he chose t(

make it a home for him and his family, ani

so remained throughout the remainder of a

life that exceeded the psalmist's allotment by
a number of years. In truth he resided in

Dunklin county for over half a century, by
his own unaided efforts becoming one of the

extensive landholders and prosperous agri-

culturists in the vicinity of Senath, and gain-

ing and keeping unchallenged the respect

and affection of the community in which he

was so well known. A veteran of the Civil

war, he met the trying conditions of the
'

' Pe-

riod of Reconstruction" with manly cour-

age and frankness and was ever aligned with

the most public spirited of his neighbors and
there was nothing of public import at Senath

and its district in which he was not helpfully

interested. He was essentially a self-made

man, at his arrival within the boundaries of

Dunklin county having been poor in purse,

but by his untiring industiy and good man-
agement acciuiring a handsome competence.

His demise occurred on the 18th day of Au-
gust, 1911, he being universally mourned and
regi'etted, and his memory will long remain

green in this part of the state.

Albert L. Johnson was born August 1,

1835, on a farm in Union county, then Knox
county, Tennessee. He remained amid the

scenes of his birth until the age of fifteen

years, acquiring an education in the free and
subscription schools of the locality. About
the year 1849 his parents removed to Gibson

county, Tennessee, and there improved a

farm, on which both spent their remaining

days, the mother passing away in 1855. Al-

though scarcely fifteen years of age at the

time of the removal to Gibson county, that

marked Mr. Johnson's introduction to the

serious matter of earning his own livelihood,

for his parents were in modest circumstances.

For seven years he engaged in the hauling

of freight with ox teams and in the sununer

seasons lent his assistance to the manifold

tasks to be encountered upon his father's

farm. There was little time to be a boy, but

he learned the lessons of industry and self-

reliance which proved so valuable to him in

after years. In the fall of 1859 he concluded

to establish himself independently and came

to Dunklin county, where he purchased one

hundred and sixty acres of the land, which

he owned at the time of his death, all of
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wliii'h, with the exception of ten acres, be-

iiiL;' covered with a heavy growth of timber.

iTo clear the timber-covered land, of eoui'se,

jeutailed a vast amount of labor. On the

, ifarm was a horse-power saw mill, which he
jopcrated a few months and then installed an
lengiue, running both a saw-mill and grist

|mi!l and so efficiently that he had a great

jamouut of patronage in the neighborhood.

iHe was bringing his affairs to a very satis-

fadtiry footing when the Civil war, so long
thicatening, became a terrible reality, and
jlifc all over the country was changed and al-

[tered from the even tenor of its course.

iSoon after the first guns were fired at Sum-
jter, Mr. Johnson enlisted in the army of the

|Confederacy, believing the cause it defended
ito be just and all the institutions of the

iSuuth being very dear to him. His military

icareer was eventful. In March, 1863, he was
captured by Union forces and after being

held a prisoner at St. Louis for three months
was exchanged and joined his regiment in

Virginia, on the Chesapeake Bay, thereafter

'serving with his command in East Tennes-

Isee until after the termination of the great

conflict.

Retuiming to his farm on Jiily 1, 1865,

Mr. Johnson found that his barn had been
burned, his stock taken off by the Federals

land that he was in debt fifteen hundred dol-

'lars for his mill and land. Nothing daunted,

'however, he soon resumed his agricultural

and industrial labors, clearing and improv-

iing his fann, which was an excellent one,

land, as his means allowed, buying more
iland, at one time having title to seven hun-
'dred and twenty acres, the greater part of

iwhich was valuable and advantageously sit-

iuated. At the time of his death he owned
jdx hundred and sixty acres of land and the

little burg of Octa, three miles northeast of

|3enath, its entire site being his, with the ex-

jjeption of two lots. He also owned consid-

brable property in Senath, his holdings there

|;onsisting in a lot and store building on
Front street (the building being twenty by
jiighty feet in dimension) and five good lots

|m other streets. He had other interests of

importance, owing five shares in the Citi-

liens Bank of Senath, of which he has been

President since its organization and being a

jitockholder in the Caneer Store Company.
iMr. Johnson's commodious dwelling-house on
|iis farm was an attractive and substantial

pne, and a previous two thousand dollar resi-

lience had been destroyed by fire. Toward

the close of his life he gave over the more
strenuous duties of managing his farms into
other hands, and at the time of his death
rented all of his farms, with the exception
of his forty acre homestead. His homestead
was virtually the centre of a little settlement,
for he had thirteen tenant houses on his
place for the use of his renters, all of these
houses being within a mile and a half of his
own home. Prom the beginning of his
career he always maintained a saw mill and
grist mill on his farm, which he himself op-
erated. He was a man of remarkable exec-
utive ability, able to manage successfully
large forces and essentially ijrogressive in the
adoption of new ideas. It will not bo gain-
said that he was one of the most successful
and widely known citizens of Dunklin coun-
ty, and one whose influence will be greatly
missed in the many-sided life of the com-
munity.

Politically Mr. Johnson had always%been
identified with the Democratic party, to

whose causes he gave hand and heai-t and he
was at one time prominent in public life,

serving as county judge for six years shortly

after the war and subsequently being jus-

tice of the peace for twenty years. Frater-
nally he was affiliated with the time-honored
Masonic order, which he joined in 1867, his

membership being with Helm Chapter, R. A.
M., of Kennett. At one time he was a mem-
ber of the Independent Order of Odd Fel-

lows. In his own life he followed the fine

principles of Masonry and at his death the
order conducted the last cei-emonial rites and
consigned the body to the grave. Religiously

he was affiliated with the Methodist Episco-

pal church. South.

Mr. Johnson married, in 1875, Louisa
Bailey, who died five years later, leaving

three children, namely: Corrinner V., is the

wife of Joseph Tackebemy, of Dunklin coun-
ty, and they have five children: James A.,

Katie, Ernest P., Minnie B. and Dudley;
Minnie B., wife of Henry Jones, until her
father's demise lived with him, presiding over
his household wisely and well. They have
had eight children : Stella, Delia, Clarence

and five who died young; and Jennie who
died at five j'ears of age. Like himself, Mr.
Johnson's children are respected and prom-
inent and very loyal to the institutions of

Dunklin county.

Honorable Robert Gibonet Rannet. Al-

though the man without ancestors, who sue-
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ceeds in making his own way in the world

has doubtless a great deal to contend with,

he is without the obligations which are im-

posed on the descendant of a family which

has always amounted to something. The feel-

ing of noblesse oblige determines many ac-

tions. If a man is conscientious this feel-

ing is his safeguard, although he may chafe

under the obligations at times. The Honor-

able Robert Giboney Ranney has not only

lived so as to satisfy his family and his fel-

low men, but has also lived up to the standard

set forth by his father and his grandfather;

he has made his life count for something;

he has not only made a competency for him-

self and his family, but he has done honor

to the name ; he has been of assistance to

individuals; he has aided in the advance-

ment of his state and his country.

He was born at Jackson, Cape Girardeau

county, Misouri, December 15, 1849. His
grandfather was Stephen Ranney, a native

of Connecticut, who served in the Revolu-

tionary war and also in the war of 1812. He
held the office of Attorney General under
Governor Hendricks. He spent the last

years of his life in Cape Girardeau county

and was buried at Jackson, Missouri. He
had a large, powerful frame and was phys-

ically a very strong man. He was married

four times, his last wife, grandmother of

our subject, being Elizabeth Hathorn of

Salem, Massachusetts.

William C. Ranney, father of Robert and
son of Stephen, was a native of Whitehall,

New York. He came to Cape Girardeau
county, ]\lissouri, about 1826, where he soon

made his presence felt, being a lawyer by
profession. He was the first common pleas

judge in the county, having been appointed

by the legislature,—a most unusual occur-

rence. He was a member of the legislature

and was state senator. During the whole
of his residence in Cape Girardeau he was
active in public affairs, feeling the deepest

interest in the growth and advancement of

the state in which he was one of the early

settlers. He lived to be eighty-three years

old and was hale and hearty up to the time of

his death. He, like his father, was possessed

of a very strong physique and weighed two
hundred and seventy-five pounds. He mar-
ried Elizabeth Giboney, a native of Missouri.

Her father, Robert Giboney, came to Mis-

souri with his father, Alexander Giboney,
about 1796 from their home near Harper's

Ferry, in Virginia. They came by wagon
Cape Girardeau county, bringing with thei

the few necessities of life. They were
oneers to Cape Girardeau covmty, where tin

obtained grants of land and located the:

These tracts of land are still in the own
ship of the descendant's. Mrs. William
Ranney lived to the age of eighty-one, h,

ing borne four sons to her husband, three
whom are living now. The eldest son was
Stephen, named after his grandfather; Rob-
ert Giboney was the second; William Alex-
ander, named after his father, the third, and
Herbert Hathorn, the youngest.

When Robert was a baby his parents moved
to a farm five miles southwest of Cape Girar-

deau; there Robert was brought up and as

soon as he was old enough he attended the

district school. He learned how to do all

sorts of farm work, thereby laying a founda-
tion for conscientious fulfilment of duty that

has been of good service to him through life.

He was sent away to attend the Kentucky
Military Institute when he was seventeen,

.years old. He remained there four yearS|

and when he returned home he taught one,

j^ear. He had by this time made up his

mind that he wished to study law as had his,

father and uncle, Johnson Ranney before

him. He was desirous of starting in their

footsteps but would make others for himself,

branching out in other directions from those,

taken by his ancestors. After reading law|

with Louis Houck he attended the law school

at the ilissouri University, graduating in the

class of 1873. Louis Houck had formed such

a high opinion of his ex-scholar's abilities

that he took him into partnership. The two

did business together until 1880, when Rob-

ert's state of health compelled him to retire,

from the practice of law. He moved on to a

farm and continued to actively superintend,

its management until 1894. He found the,

outdoor life was just what was needed to

build up his health, but was in no hurry to,

return to his professional life, rather pre-

ferring the quiet, simple life of a farmer..

In 1894, however, the interests of his family,

decided him to move to Cape Girardeau and'

again practice law. His knowledge and capa-

bilities were such that he was eminently suc-

cessful. In 1908 he was elected judge of the

Common Pleas Court, which position he now
fills. He had previously been a Justice of

the Peace, while he was engaged in farming.

In 1876 he married Lizzie Giboney, by
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vhom he had five children, two of whom
ived to maturitj-, viz., Louise, wife of Clyde

larrisou of Cape Girardeau, and Robert

I!liftou, also living in Cape Girardeau. Mrs.

ilanney died iu 1892. In 1891: Mr. Ranney
narried Emma "Wathen, by whom he also

lad five children, all of whom are living, as

'ollows: Wathena, Roberta. Ralph G., Mary
ind i\Iaud.

The Judge is one of the oldest born citi-

;ens of southeastern ^Missouri, where he has

spent the whole of his life, with the excep-

ion of his school days, when he went both

iouth and east. He has always been a firm

ipholder of Democratic principles, believing

;hat in them are the principles of good gov-

'irnment. He believes in party spirit, not be-

iause he is prepared to endorse everything

;hat is done by his party, but he does heart-

ly endorse its great principles. He thinks

md reasons for himself and is most tolerant

)f the opinions of others, to whom he grants

;he same right of free thinking and acting.

(Although he is decided in his own views he

lioes not necessarily think all others are

Wrong. He is a man with a keen sense of

[justice and right, a man who has helped to

make of Cape Girardeau the power that it

Qow is in the state.

Horace D. Benedict. Americans are be-

ginning to realize the moral as well as the

jiistorical significance of genealogical founda-

Itions. A nation which relies upon the rec-

ord of its homes for its national character

jannot afford to ignore the value of genealog-

|ieal investigation as one of the truest sources

bf patriotism. The love of home inspires

the love of country. There is a wholesome
[influence in genealogical research which can-

iQot be overestimated. IMoreover, there is a

deep human interest to it. The Hon. Horace
Dryden Benedict, present mayor and promi-
Qent business man at Frederiektown. [Mis-

souri, is a scion of an old, old English family,

his genealogy in England being traced back
to the eleventh century. The original pro-

genitor of the name in America settled at

Rotterdam, Connecticut, having immigrated
to that place at a very early day. Subse-

luently members of the family removed to

Canada and on their return to the United
States settled in St. Lawrence county. New
York, where they were engaged largely in

surveying. The great-grandfather of him
whose name forms the caption for this re-

view was killed in the war of 1812 by In-

dians and a number of his forebears were
gallant soldiers in the war for independence.
The career of Horace D. Benedict has been

varied and interesting in the extreme, as
will be noted in ensuing paragraphs. He
was born in Jefferson county, New York, on
the 11th of January, 1843, and is a sgn of
Amasa and AVaty (Reynolds) Benedict, both
natives of New York. When the young
Horace was two years old his parents re-

moved from the east to northern Ohio, where
he was reared to adult age. During his life

time he had resided in twenty-six different
states and for a time he also maintained
his home in Canada. As a young man he
learned the trade of telegraph operator and
for a number of years he was in the employ
of the [Missouri Pacific Railroad Company,
also doing construction on that and other
roads.

At the time of the inception of the Civil
war Mr. Benedict was fired with boyish en-
thusiasm for the cause of the Union and
enlisted at the first call for volunteers, be-

coming a member of the Fourteenth Ohio
Regiment. Three months later he enlisted
for three years in the Third Ohio, and while
a member of that regiment was captured at
the battle of luka and sent to prison at
Vicksburg, where he was held in duress for
nearly three months. He saw much hard
service but was never seriously injured. He
participated in the Atlanta campaign and
received his discharge and was mustered out
of service in November, 1864. After the
completion of his military service 'Mr. Bene-
dict returned to Ohio, whence he removed to
St. Louis, [Missouri, in the following year.
In the latter city he entered the [Military
telegraph service and later engaged in rail-

road construction work, as previously noted.
On the 1st of July, 1888, he located at Fred-
eriektown, where he engaged in contracting
and building work, having a large number
of men in his employ and also handling all

kinds of building supplies. In the early '90s
he became interested in the old [Madison
County Bank at Frederiektown, serving as
vice-president and manager of that institu-
tion for a number of years. This concern
was later disposed of to the trust company.
For several years past Mr. Benedict has
lived retired, contenting himself with a gen-
eral supervision of his extensive holdings.
He is the owner of nine beautiful residences
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in St. Louis, the rental from which is a snug
fortune in itself. He is also the owner of

two fine residences at Fredericktown.

In October, 1866, Mr. Benedict was united

in marriage to jMiss Mary Hallett, who was
born and reared in Ohio. Concerning their

children the following record is here of-

fered,—Truman L. is owner of the telephone

exchange at Clarendon, Texas, and he is mar-
ried to ]\Iaud McAlpin, of Gurdon, Arkan-
sas, and has four children, viz., Myrle R.,

Grace T., Mary H. and William R. He was
formerly connected with railroad construc-

tion work. Russell Pope is connected with

a telegraph company at St. Louis. He mar-
ried first J\Iiss Katie Hill, of Fredericktown,

Missouri, who died January 25, 1908, leav-

ing one daughter, Mary H., aged eleven

years in June, 1911. His present wife was
Miss Anna Weatherwax. Horace, Jr.,

married Carolyn Brock, of Frankfort, Ken-
tucky, and travels for the Thomas Law Book
Company, of St. Louis. Norma is the wife

of Louis F. Alt, who is in the license col-

lector's office of St. Louis. They have one

child, Benedict Alt, aged two years.

Mr. and Mrs. Benedict were married in

Lucas county, Ohio, and for thirteen years

followed farming near Toledo, Ohio. Then,
in 1880, they removed to Marshall, Texas,

where Mr. Benedict was engaged in con-

struction -^pork, under his half-brother, C.

"W. Hammond, who was superintendent of

the whole Gould system, telegraph and con-

struction work. He was a prominent man
in those circles and was an old resident of

St. Louis. He died in 1899, at his home at

St. Louis. Mr. and Mrs. Benedict had little

to start with except energy and ambition,

and their united efforts have been crowned
with success.

In polities Mr. Benedict is a stanch ad-

vocate of the cause of the Republican party
in national issues but in local affairs he main-
tains an independent attitude, voting for men
and measures meeting with the approval of

his judgment. In 1910 he was elected mayor
of Fredericktown, being incumbent of that

office at the present time. He is proving
a most efficient administrator of the munic-
ipal affairs of the city and has instituted

many improvements during his regime. In
the time-honored Masonic order he has passed
through the circles of both the York and
the Scottish Rite branches, being a member
of the Commandery and Consistory at St.

Louis. He retains a deep and abiding in-

terest in his old comrades in arms and signi-

fies the same by membership in Hiram Gavitt

Post, Grand Army of the Republic. He and
his family are consistent members of the

Methodist Episcopal church, South. The life

history of Mr. Benedict is certainly worthy
of commendation and emulation, for along

honorable and straightforward lines he has

won the success which crowns his efforts and
which makes him one of the substantial resi-

dents of Fredericktown.

Moses H. Topping, M. D. One of the emi-

nent citizens of Flat River, Saint Francois

county, Missouri, is Dr. Moses H. Topping, a
physician widely known for his high attain-

ments in his profession, and who in addition

to his general practice is extensively engaged
,

in surgery among the miners. Dr. Topping
is also president of the Bank of Flat River,

and it is largely due to his discrimination

and well directed administrative dealing that

this institution has become one of the sub-

stantial and popular smaller banking houses

of the state of Missouri.

Dr. Topping is a Virginian by birth, the

place of his nativity having been Elizabeth

City county, of the Old Dominion, and its

date November 6, 1874. His father, James S.

Topping, was also born in Virginia, and like

most of the young men of his day and gen-

eration he was a soldier in the Civil war, hav-

ing entered the army of the Confederacy at

the earlj' age of sixteen years. He saw some
of the most active service of the war and par-

ticipated in some of the closing events, hav-

ing been with General Lee at the fall of

Richmond. After the war he adopted the i

Republican policies and was throughout his :

life a useful and public-spirited citizen. He
engaged in the wholesale wood, coal and
stock food business and followed this actively

until his demise, March 16, 1895, in Eliza-

beth City county, Virginia. He was mar-

ried at about the age of twenty-nine years

to Alice Jane Hawkins, daughter of Captain

James Hawkins, of Elizabeth City county,

Virginia. The Hawkins family is of English

descent. Dr. Topping was the youngest of :

three children born to these worthy people,

the others being James B., of Harriston, Vir-

ginia; and Alice Virginia, now Mrs. M. T.

Webber. The father was a consistent mem-
ber of the Baptist church and a popular and

prominent lodge man, his fraternal affilia-
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tioiis extending to the ' Knights of Pythias,

the Masons and the Rednien.

The preliminary education of Dr. Moses

H. Topping was received in tlie public and
high schools at Hampton, Virginia. His
higher training was of a varied and exten-

sive character, including attendance at the

Sutt'olk Military Academy ; a year at Wil-

liam and ilary College at Williamsburg, Vii--

Iginia ; and two years at the Physicians and
[Surgeons College at Richmond. It was while

'he was a student at the latter institution

(that its name was changed to the University

iCollege of Medicine. He finished his prep-
aration for his profession at the Louisville

Medical College, there graduating and re-

ceiving his degree. He went to Oklahoma to

begin active practice, but remained there but

'a short time, in 1897 removing to ^Missouri

and settling in Desloge, Saint Francois
county. After a residence in that town he

came on to Flat River, where he has ever since

remained, and where his ability has received

enthusiastic recognition. Dr. Topping is

president of the Bank of Flat River, as men-
tioned previously, and he has held this high
position ever since its organization, in which
he was instrumental. He is likewise presi-

dent of that flourishing concern—the Lead
Belt xVmusement Company. Dr. Topping is

a stanch adherent of the Republican party,

of which he is a disciple by inheritance and
personal conviction, and he is a valued mem-
ber of the Baptist church, assisting to the

best of his ability in its good works. No
movement calculated to result in bettered

conditions for the whole of society fails to

secure his support, and he is in truth at

the head of many such. He has social pro-

clivities, finding pleasure in association with
his brethren, and his lodge affiliations ex-

tend to the Benevolent and Protective Order
of Elks and the Knights of Pythias.

On May 4, 1898, Dr. Topping established

a happ.y household by his union with Amanda
C. Blue, daughter of John W. Blue, a promi-
nent Saint Francois county agriculturist and
one of the pioneer settlers of southeastern
Missouri. Her grandfather, John W. Blue,

was mayor of Farmington previous to the

Civil war. The union of Dr. and IMrs. Top-
ping has been blessed by the birth of three

children, Vannesse, Virginia and Norman H.,

and their home is the center of gracious hos-

pitality.

George T. Dunmire, the postmaster at

Kennett, has had a most interesting career.

The educators of the present day are urging
military training as a means of making bet-

ter citizens. Wliat Mr. Dunmire might have
been without his militarj- service it is hard
to say, but at least the lessons he learned
while in the army have been of more value
to him than any experience gained before or
since.

He was born in Mercer county, Pennsyl-
vania. April 21, 1837. He i-eeeived his edu-
cation in his native town and when the Civil

war broke out he joined the One Hundred
and Forty-second Pennsylvania Regiment,
serving from August 8th until the close of

the war. He was in the battle of the Po-
tomac and at Appomattox, serving as Com-
missary Sergeant for a time. After the war
was ended he went back to Pennsylvania,
where he stayed until 1866, when he located

at what is now known as Cumberland City,

Kentucky, the Coal Company having estab-

lished the postoffiee there. In 1870 he left

there to go to Springfield and a j'ear later

returned to Pennsylvania. After three years
there he went to Indiana, remaining about a
year, and thence to Birmingham, Kentucky,
where he remained until 1878, when he came
to ]Malden, Missouri, where his brother-in-law,

C. P. Phillips, had been in the mercantile
business from its start. After remaining
with Mr. Phillips for a year and a half, Mr.
Dunmire went to Paragould, Arkansas, but
his stay there was short lived, only lasting

one year. He came to Kennett in 1884 and
has been here ever since. For two years he

,

was in the general store business, then he
became a building contractor, continuing thus
until 1901, when he was with his son in the

drug store. In 1907 he was appointed post-

master under President Roosevelt. He has
fitted up a nice postoffiee and has one rural

free delivery. During the four years of serv-

ice he has devoted himself to the duties of

postmaster and has fulfilled them to the sat-

isfaction of the people in general.

In 1868 Mr. Dunmire was married in Ken-
tucky to Vienna ^I. Phillips. Three chil-

dren were born to the union, two of whom
reached maturity, but only one is living now,
John H., the druggist at Kennett. In addi-

tion to his drug busine.ss J\lr. John Dun-
mire is the assisting postmaster and has re-

ceived the appointment as postmaster. Hat-
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tie E. married Leonard Loeffeler of Hayti,

Missouri, and died when a young woman.
Sir. Dunmire lias been connected with the

ilasons for fortj'-four years, having joined

the order in Kentucky in 1867. He is still

a worker in the lodge. He is affiliated with

Kenuett Lodge, No. 68, A. F. & A. :\L. Helm
Chapter, No. 117, of Kennett, and Camp-
bell Council, No. 30, of Campbell, ilissouri.

He is a member of the ilethodist Episcopal
church in Kennett. ^Ir. Dunmire is what
is known as a Black Republican in St. Louis,

but he has hosts of friends with the Demo-
cratic party^ notwithstanding the active work
he has always done for the Republicans.

During the years that ]Mr. Dunmire has been

in Kennett he has seen many changes in

the county, most of them for the better. He
is one of the most loyal citizens of Kennett,

standing ready at all times to do his best

for its betterment. He began his life in the

service of Uncle Sam in the army and hopes

to end it in the same ser^'ice in the postal

department.

BuRWELL Fox. One of the native Ohioans
transplanted to the great state of ^Missouri

is Burwell Fox, a prominent educator now
serving as county superintendent of schools,

and a gifted writer and editor. He is a

man not only of abilit3-, but also of high ideals

of citizenship, and although a Democrat in

politics, at the election for his present office

he received a large majorit.y in a strongly

Republican countj^,—assuredly an eloquent

tribute. He was educated for the law and
practiced his profession in Lebanon, Ohio,

in which city he also served as mayor and
police .judge.

Professor Fox was born near Lebanon,
Warren county. Ohio, December 8, 184:9, and
his father, John C. Fox, was born in the

vicinit.v of Lebanon. The grandparents were
of Scotch-English stock. John C. Fox lived

in the Buckeye state in the days when the

wilderness had but recently yielded to the

strength and daring of the first brave pi-

oneers and he himself grew to manhood on a

farm in his native county and there acquired
those habits of industry and thrift which dis-

tinguished his later life. He answered to

the two-fold calling of carpenter and farmer,

and subsequeutl.v he removed to Indiana, his

farm being practieall.v the forest. In 1857

he died from the effects of a horsekick. He
married, Anne AYayne Brownley, a native

of the Old Dominion. Three children were
born to them. The eldest died in infancy;
Sarah F. is now Mrs. John T. Barr: and
Burwell is the subject of his brief biograph-
ical record. The mother died one month af-

ter the death of her husband, and the two
children were left alone in the world at a
very early age. In religious conviction the
elder Mr. Fox was a Baptist and he was a
stanch Whig.

Bunvell Pox was but seven years of age
when he became fatherless and motherless.
The home in Indiana was of course broken up
and he went to live with an aunt and uncle,
Burwell and Catherine Bassett, who resided
in his native Lebanon. He received an edu-
cation in the public schools of Lebanon and
through the kindness of Mr. and ]Mrs. Bassett
found it possible to prepare for the legal
profession, to which he was inclined. His
studies in this line were pursued at Lebanon,
Ohio, and in 1870 he was admitted to the bar
at that place and shortly afterward he com-
menced to practice, and "took his place among
the representative members of his profession.
In 1872 he gave Lebanon an excellent admin-
istration as mayor and he held the office of
police judge until 1876, in which year he
departed for ^Missouri.

Professor Fox located at once in Washing-
ton county and since coming here his field
of most active usefulness has been the ped-
agogical. From 1893 to 1897 he was United
States commissioner at Irontou. ^Missouri, and
he subsequently resumed teaching. In 1909
he was elected to his present important office
as county superintendent of schools and in
1911 was reelected to the same office. The
triumph of his personality over politics has
been previously told. He is a splendid,
enlightened officer and Avell maintains the
dignity and responsibility of the superinten-
dency. He has the work exceedingly well
systemized and can instantly look-up the
record of any teacher or school. His career
as an instructor has also included three vears
as principal of the Potosi schools.

Professor Fox was first married November
13, 1878, Miss Kitty I. Harguss, a member
of a Kentucky family, becoming his wife. She
died in 1889. at Arcadia, :\Iissouri, and the
one child born to the union is also deceased.
On June 29, 1892, he was united to Miss
ilaria A. Russell, of Irouton. daughter of
Theodore P. and Emily (Guild) Russell, and
they share their delightful, cultured home
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ffith a son, who bears his father's name.

k youuger sou, Pitkiu, died at the age of

;hree. They are members of the Presbyterian

ihurch and act in harmony with all salutary

neasures.

Professor Fox's literary talent has been

Defore alluded to. He has been successful as

I magazine writer, being particularly gifted

n the field of fiction and he at one time

issisted in the editing of the Iroii County
Register and the Putosi ImUpendeitl.

John J. JIauthe. Among the prominent

md representative citizens of Pacific. John J.

Vlauthe holds deservedly high place in pop-

ilar coutidence and esteem, his fellow towns-

neu having paid him the highest compliment
yithin their power of considering him a

vorthy son of that splendid and honorable

utizen, the late William JMauthe. He holds

,he office of cashier of the Citizens' Bank of

i'acitic, having held this position since 1909,

md lias proved himself an efficient, alert

md well-trained banker, whose discrimina-

iou and well directed administrative deal-

ng have been of no inconsiderable value in

juilding up its fortunes. He comes of Ger-

nan stock and in him are to be discovered

;hose excellent characteristics which make
,he Teutonic one of our most admirable

lources of citizenship. In addition to his

janking interests he is identified with the

nercantile life of the place.

Mr. Mauthe is a native son of Pacific, his

)irth having occurred here January 14,

1873, the sou of William ilauthe, an ante-

bellum settler who spent his active life as a

nerchant and who died in the harness, Jau-
lary 18, 1901. The father was born in Ger-

nany, in 1826, and came to America to seek

I home among a people more free and inde-

Dendent than the people of the Fatherland.
Ee located in Pacific and built up a good
nercantile Inisiness, and was identified, be-

;ides, in the most praiseworthj- manner with
;he civic affairs of the place. He served as

postmaster during the Civil war and was at

imes connected with the town board. He
vas a Republican and was a loyal supporter
if the cause of the Union in the troublous
iays of the great conflict between the states.

vVilliam ilauthe married Susan Kiburz. who
vas also a native of Germany, and this

A'orthy lady is still a resident of Pacific. The
ssue of their union was as follows : J\Iiss An-
lie ]Mauthe, of Pacific, a member of the mer-

cantile house of Jlauthe & Company ; Wil-

liam, who is engaged in the bottling business

at DeSoto, Missouri, and who is i)resident of

the (ierman-Ainei'ican Bank then': .\ugust

F., who was cashier of the Citizens Bank of

Union, .Missouri and who died at that place

in Januarj', 1910; Louis F., who died at Pa-
cific in January, 1905, and who was engaged
in the bottling business, married ^liss Lena
Burger and at his death left a family of six

children, whose names were Raymond, Lor-

ine, Dewe.y, Harold, Gertrude and Louise,

^Irs. Gus C. Rau, of Pacific ; Louisa, who
married Charles Hufschmidt, of this place,

and is deceased ; and John J., the immediate
subject of this record.

John J. JMauthe gained his schooling in

the public schools of Pacific and when about
seventeen .years of age he entered his father's

store as one of the fixtures of that institution.

He mastered the details of the retail mer-
cantile business and when his father passed
away he became the active head of the con-

cern. The firm of JMauthe & Company in-

cludes himself and his sister ^liss Annie, who
is a most able and judicious business woman.
Although Mr. Mauthe is not associated as in-

timately with the business as in youth, he

retains a connection with it and to him is

largely due the fact of its permanence and
the same confidence as under the old regime
which it enjoys in the community.
When the Citizens' Bank was brought into

existence in 1909 ilr. ilauthe, who was one
of the promoters, was invited to take the

place of cashier. The bank was chartered in

that year; buildings were erected, and it

opened business on August 30 of the same
year, with a capital of fifteen thousand dol-

lars. Its other officers are James Booth,
president, and L. R. Dougherty, vice presi-

dent, and it has already gained prestige as

a sound and substantial monetar.y institution.

^Ir. ilauthe is also one of the directors of
the electric light company of Pacific and is

a member of the board of directors of the
Pacific Home Telephone Company. Like his

father, he is identified with the Republican
party, but unlike tliat well-remembered gen-
tleman he has never been connected with of-

fice. The fraternal order of Knights of

Pythias knows ilr. JMauthe as one of its

members, but business connections preclude
his giving his time to the work of this or other
fraternal societies.

On December 28, 1904, :\Ii'. Mauthe was
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happily married to IMiss I\Iargaret Carroll,

daughter of P. W. Carroll, of Cape Girar-

deau, ilissouri, a concrete contractor and
decorator. They have no children. Mr. and
Mrs. ]Mauthe enjoj^ a prominent place in the

best social life of the place and are very

loyal to the interests of Pacific.

Daniel E. Conrad is the son of David R.

and Mary (Bollinger) Conrad, who are also

the parents of Peter Conrad, whose life is

briefly outlined in this work. Daniel was the

thirteenth child of the family of which Peter

was the eldest. As has been stated, the

grandfather came to ^Missouri from North
Carolina in 1820. Daniel was born in 1859,

on February 27.

David Conrad owned several hundred acres

of land and as he was not only a man of

wealth but also of culture, he took pains with
the education of his children. Daniel went
to the county schools and afterwards to

the State University at Columbia. When
twenty-two yeai'S of age he married and be-

gan to farm for himself. He first managed
his father's farm for a few years and then
operated a portion of the farm for himself.

In 1890 he bought one hundred and seveuty-

five acres of land and now has five hundred
and fifty-five acres of land on Whitewater
creek, of which two hundred and fiftj' acres

are under cultivation. Besides this Mr. Con-
rad is farming his sister's farm of two hun-
dred acres. Sixty acres of this is in culti-

vation. Agriculture is a pursuit which Mr.
Conrad follows according to scientific meth-
ods, as he is a progressive farmer. He has
a modern residence on his place, put up in

1901. Stock engages part of his attention

and he owns eighteen horses and mules, forty-

three head of cattle, one hundred and twenty
hogs and twenty-seven sheep.

Mrs. Conrad's maiden name was Ella
Statler. the daughter of Robert Statler. She
and Mr. Conrad have had the following chil-

dren : Ora, born June 14, 1883 ; Howard
Dale, July 23. 1885; David R., August 9,

1887; Ella Ethel Irene. February 11. 1889;
Mary Kathleen, December 31, 1890; Hazel,

November 30, 1892; Chalmers F., December
3, 1894 ; Gvle D., Jlav 14. 1896 ; and Corlis.s

Dewey, March 1, 1898. Mr. and Mrs. Con-
rad are members of the Presbyterian church.

Alfred Howard Akers. Few men are

better and more favorabl.y known in Saint

Francois county than Alfred Howard Akers,

who has been identified with this section since

the year 1884 and who holds the position of

county principal and superintendent of

schools. He held the office of county school

commissioner for fourteen years and no one

is more thoroughly in touch with educational

matters or better able to cope with the vari-

ous problems arising.

]\Ir. Akers was born in the Vallej' of Vir-

ginia, near the city of Roanoke, October 12,

1855. His father, Henry Akers, was bom in

the vicinity of Lynchburg and was reared ou

a farm, receiving the limited education to be

accjuired in the countrj' schools. He was
married at the age of twenty-two years to

Katie Garnet, daughter of Allen Garnet, a

farmer located in that ^^cinity, and they be-

came the parents of three children, namely:
A. H., the immediate subject of this review;

Walter; and Bessie. In politics the father

was an old-line Whig and he subsequently

became a Democrat. He was Baptist in re-

ligious conviction and a member of the time-

honored Masonic fraternity. He passed away
at the age of sixty years.

Until the age of fifteen years Mr. Akers
was reared upon the farm and received his

earlier education in a private school, located

not far from his home. When arrived at his

fifteenth birthday he was sent to the Agri-

cultural and ^Mechanical College at Blacks-

burg, Virginia, and after a four j-ears' pre-

paratory course there he matriculated in the

University of Virginia, where he remained
two years. AVith a view to entering the field

of educational endeavor, Mr. Akers took a

brief normal coui-se at Farmville, Virginia,

and ever since then he has been engaged in

teaching school. In 1884 he came to the

state of jMissouri and for the past eighteen

years he has been principal and superintend-

ent of schools in this county. In 1909 he

was elected county superintendent and at the

next election succeeded himself, being the

present incumbent of the office. He en.joys

a splendid reputation for ability, judgment
and progressiveness in educational circles

and has done much in this important field.

On the 1st day of September, 1886, Mr.

Akers was united in marriage to Alice Wes-
cott, of Saint Francois county, daughter of

J. W. and ilary J. Wescott. Islv. and ]Mrs.

Akers are the parents of the following seven

children : J. Clyde, Jessie V.. Wilbur D.,

Waldemar F., Alfred Howard, Christine and



i





HISTORY OF SOUTHEAST MISSOURI 619

Julian. The head of the house is Democratic

ill )»olitics; his fraternal relations extend to

III- .Masons, the Rodmeu, the American Or-

el, i (if United Workmen and the Knights of

Pythias; and his church is the Baptist.

In evidence of Mr. Akers' successful eleva-

tion of the standard of the county schools is

the fact that there are three fully accredited

lones among them and ten are doing high

iscliool work.
I I

ilANN RiNCO. Mr. Ringo's entire attention

is given to the banking business, specifically

Ito the Iron County^ Bank, of which he has

jbeen a director since its organization in 1896

land cashier since 1897. Other officers of the

organization are "William R. Edgar, presi-

idciit, whose biography appears elsewhere in

this volume, Eli D. Ake, vice-president, and
Arthur Huff, assistant cashier. These gen-

tlemen and William H. and I. G. Whitworth
constitute the board of directors. The bank
was organized by the present stockholders

Iwith a capital of ten thousand dollars and
lias now a surplus of fifteen thousand dollars

land has been incorporated as a state bank.

Mr. Ringo was born September 25, 1864,

jin ^Mississippi county, southeastern ilissouri.

His parents, J. M. and Predonia (McGregor)
Ringo, had come to I\Iissouri nine years be-

fore from western Kentucky. The father was
|a native of Kentucky, but the mother was
jborn in Tennessee. After settling in Mis-

I50uri, J. ;\I. Ringo became a merchant farmer
|ind was prominent in the political afifairs of

the county. He served as district judge of

jthe county court and also as county treas-

urer of ^Mississippi county. He died in 1893,

it the age of sixty-five j^ears, after the death
jf liis wife. Both were members of the Bap-
cist church.

Mr. IManu Ringo has two brothers and
ihree sisters. Mr. D. M. Ringo is a merchant
lEarmer and a stock and grain dealer. He re-

iddes in his father's adopted home, Mississippi

bounty. ]Mr. S. P. Ringo is a merchant in

[ronton. The sisters are ilrs. W. A.
Fletcher, of Arcadia, Miss Nannie Ringo,
Primary teacher in the same place, and Mrs.
[Liouis IMiller, also of Arcadia.

I

ilr. Ringo has spent his active life in the

lAreadia valley. He was educated at the

jMormal in Cape Girardeau, graduating in

;he class of 1886. The two years following

16 taught school. In 1888 he was elected to

:he legislature and served two terms. Dur-

ing Cleveland's second administration he

was appointed receiver of public moneys for

the U. S. land otfice. Since 1897 he has been

cashier of the bank and an executive officer.

He married ]Miss Annie Newman, a native

of Ironton, She is the daughter of the late

Thomas Newman, whose widow and family

still reside in Ironton. Mr. Newman was a

house and sign painter, a native of England,

but a resident of Ironton from 186-1 until his

death, in 1907. Mr. and ilrs. Ringo have

two daughters. Miss Lucille, aged sixteen,

and ]Miss Predonia J., aged eighteen. Both
are attending their father's old school, the

Normal at Cape Girardeau.

ilr. Ringo's retirement from the field of

active politics has in no way weakened his

adherence to the Democratic party, whose

policies have always embodied his political

convictions. Though banking is his exclusive

business, he finds opportunity to maintain his

affiliation with the Masonic order.

Samuel B. Kiefner. Civilization will hail

riches, prowess, honors, popularity, but it

will bow humbly to sincerity in its fellows.

The exponent of known sincerity, singleness

of honest purpose, has its exemplification in

all bodies of men; he is found in every asso-

ciation and to him defer its highest offices.

Such an exemplar whose daily life and whose

life work have been dominated as their most

conspicuous characteristic by sincerity is

Samuel B. Kiefner, who is a business man of

prominence and influence at Perryville, Mis-

souri, and who is the present able and popu-

lar incumbent of the office of postmaster of

this city.

Samuel B. Kiefner was born on a farm
near Kaiser's Ridge, in Allegany county,

Maryland, on the 20th of October, 1863, and
he is a son of John and Catherine (Lakel)

Kiefner, both of whom are now living in re-

tirement at PerryA'ille, where the former was

long engaged in the furniture and undertak-

ing business. John Kiefner was born in Ger-

many in the year 1834 and he accompanied

his grandfather to America when he was a

lad of sixteen years of age. Settlement was
made at Baltimore, ]\Iaryland, where John
entered upon an apprenticeship at the cabinet

maker's trade and where, on the 25th of De-

cember, 1854, was recorded his marriage to

Miss Catherine Lakel. This union was pi'o-

lific of eleven children, five of whom are liv-

ing, in 1911, the subject of this article being
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next youngest of those who sun-ive. Else-
where in this volume appeai-s a sketch of the
life and career of Charles E. Kiefner,
younger brother of Samuel B. Kiefner.

Samuel B. Kiefner, of this notice, was a
child of but two years of age at the time of
his parents' removal to Perryville, to whose
public schools he is indebted for his prelim-
inary educational training. At the age of
eighteen years he undertook to learn the ins
and outs of the carpenter's trade and two
years later, in 1883, he accompanied his par-
ents to Kansas, where the family home was
maintained for the ensuing four years. Dur-
ing three years of that time Jlr. Kiefner was
foreman of a street-car bam at Wichita, Kan-
sas, and in 1889 he removed to Des ]\Ioines,
Iowa, where he resided for one year, at the
expiration of which he went to Keokuk, Iowa,
where he was employed as clerk for the
street-car company from 1890 to September,
1891. On the date last mentioned he re-
turned to Perryville and here was engaged in
the work of his trade until the fall 'of 1903.
He then organized the Union Store Company,
which was incorporated under the laws of the
state with a capital stock of twenty-five thou-
sand dollars and which is offieered as fol-
lows,—Samuel B. Kiefner, president; H. M.
Geile, vice president; and Charles J. Litsch,
secretary and treasurer. For a time he had
charge of the furniture and undertaking de-
partment of this concern but on the 22nd of
May, 1906, when he was appointed post-
master of Perr\^ille, he was obliged to re-
linquish that work. In his political convic-
tions I\Ir. Kiefner is a stanch supporter of
the principles and policies promulgated by
the Republican party and while he has never
shown any great ambition for political prefer-
ment he was a member of the Perryville
board of aldermen from 1896 to 1898. In
1906, as previously noted, he was appointed
postmaster of Perryville, by President Roose-
velt, and he was re-appointed to that office
by President Taft in 1909. In fraternal cir-
cles he is affiliated with the United Brother-
hood of America, the Ancient Order of United
Workmen and the :\Iodern Woodmen of
America. For a period of three vears he was
a member of the Perryville school board and
his religious support is given to the Presby-
terian church, in whose faith he was reared.

In the year 1889. at Wichita. Kansas, was
celebrated the marriage of Jlr. Kiefner to
Miss Clara B. Armstrong, who was reared

and educated at Wichita. Mr. and Mrs. Kief-
ner became the parents of six children, all

of whom are living except Clarence, who was
summoned to the life eternal in 1901. The
names of the other children are as follows.

—

Maud, Leroy, Carl, Burton, and Nellie.

IMaud is assistant postmistress at Perryville
and Leroy is a popular and siTceessful teacher
in the public schools of this place. ]Mrs. Kief-
ner is a woman of charming personality and
she and her husband are everywhere ac-

corded the highest regard of their fellow citi-

zens on account of their exemplary lives and
sterling ciualities.

Dr. Robert P. Dalton, one of the most
promising young doctors at Cape Girardeau,
is a life long resident of southeastern ^Mis-

souri. His family on both sides were
amongst the oldest settlers in ^Missouri. The
time has passed when youth is any handicap
to a man,—even a physician—nor is age any
detriment. The world demands that a man
shall deliver the goods, having no fault to

find with him as long as he does that. It is

only when he fails that attention is called to

his years. Dr. Dalton has shown the people
in Cape Girardeau that he has ability of an
unusual order, combined with integrity of a

still rarer kind. He, like a number of other
young men, was not decided what road he
would travel to success, but when he did

decide he quickly got on to it and is makiufj

up for lost time by his rapid progress along it.

He was born at Frederickstown. ^lissouri.

on the last day of the .year 1876. His grand-
father, John P. Dalton, was born in Ripley
county, Jlissouri, his father having been ooi-

of the pioneers of southeastern ^lissouri.

John P. Dalton was a farmer and also a

blacksmith, a common enough combination

years ago. His son, also named John was a

native of Frederickstown, ^Missouri, where he

received his education. He studied medicine
and became a practicing physician, as also a

preacher of the Gospel. A physician has

many opportunities to speak a word in sea-

son regarding the spiritual life as well as

the corporeal, but Dr. Dalton was not satis-

fied with that, he felt the necessity of pro-

claiming in a public way the teachings of the

Bible. He married Fannie Best, a young,

woman born in Perry county. ^Missouri. She

was the daughter of Jonathan Best, one ofi

the first settlers of southeastern ]\Iissouri,

whither he came from North Carolina. He!
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was a farmer both in his native county and
in .Missouri. Dr. and Jlrs. John Dalton had
eleven children, of whom two daughters died

in infancy, the remaining' nine living to

grow to maturity, seven sons and two daugh-

ters. The two youngest of the family died

at about the age of twenty-one.

Dr. Robert P. Dalton was the second child

of his parents. His childhood was passed on

the farm at Fredei'ickstown, where he was
born. As soon as he was old enough to at-

tend school, he had to walk a distance of five

mill's each way, to the little log school house,

known as the Killday or McKenzie school.

He received his preliminary education at this

school, after which he went to the Under-

wood school, which was four miles in another

direction from his home. Both school houses

were built of logs, the desks were formed of

a log split in two, having peg legs. The in-

struction however, was not as primitive as

the Inuldings, as Robert learned a good deal

at these two schools. He next attended the

Greenville high school, in Wayne county, go-

ing from there to Hales College at Gravelton,

Missouri, where he took a general course,

graduating in 1896. He had not yet decided

to liecome a physician, but he believed in the

advantages of a first class education, no mat-

ter what coui*se he pursued. After leaving

college he was engaged in the drug and gi'o-

eery business at Patton. ]\Iissouri, in which
he continued for about four years. In 1900

he had made up his mind that he was not cut

out for a mercantile career, but felt a very

decided leaning towards the medical profes-

sion. He sold out his business, entered a

medical college at St. Louis, Missouri, grad-

uating therefrom in 1904, having taken the

full four years medical course. The same
year he came to Cape Girardeau, immediately
starting to practice. He has been here ever

since, with a steadily increasing practice.

He is a member of the Cape Girardeau
County Medical Society and of the State

Medical A.ssoeiation.

On September 7, 1892, the Doctor married
Miss Sue E. Swindell, the daughter of Sam
J. Swindell. There have been no children

born to Dr. and Mi's. Dalton.

The doctor is a member of various frater-

nal orders, as follows : the Modern Woodmen
of America, the Knights and Ladies of Se-

curity, the Modern Americans. Politics do
not greatly interest Dr. Dalton, his time be-

ing fully occupied by his practice, his socie-

ties, his family and his needed recreation.
He lias already shown himself to be a power
for good in the community.

Joseph Scott Wolff, D. D. S.—One of
the best known members of the dental pro-
fession in Southeast jMissouri, as well as
mayor of Pestus and a public citizen of broad
and strong character. Dr. Joseph S. Wolff
comes of an old, substantial Pennsylvania
family which has included not a few distin-
guished members in the east and southwest.
His father. Rev. A. T. Wolff, was born in
Westmoreland county, that state, and was
recognized until his death, in 1905, at the
age of forty-nine, as one of the eminent Pres-
byterian clergymen in the country. The
elder man spent his early boyhood and youth
on the old Pennsylvania farm and as a hard-
working pupil in the neighborhood schools,
afterward realizing his ambition for a higher
education by completing a course at Union
Seminary, Alliance, Ohio. At his graduation
therefrom he became pastor of a small church
at Sandy Lake, Peunsjdvania, and not long
afterward accepted a call from the First
Presbyterian church of Alton, Illinois. He
acceptably tilled the pulpit of that strong or-
ganization for seven years, and then sen-ed
as pastor of the Calvary Presbyterian church
of Detroit, and the North Presbyterian
church of St. Louis. In the discharge of the
duties attaching to these responsible charges.
Dr. Wolff had become so widely admired and
loved both as a faithful pastor and an elo-
quent pulpit orator that he received an ur-
gent call to assume pastoral charge of the
largest Presbyterian church in Edinburgh,
Scotland, the old-world stronghold of the 'de-

nomination. Although deeply appreciative
of the honor, his home ties and stanch Amer-
icanism, as well as his firm conviction that he
could do more good in the LTnited States
where his influence had been so long exerted—these considerations forced him to decline
the proffered Edinburgh pastorate. For
some time, however, he lectured abroad un-
der the Slayton Lyceum Bureau, and became
widely known in Great Britain. He also be-
came very prominent as a ilason and at one
time was grand state orator for Illinois.

In 1875 Rev. A. T. Wolff was united in
marriage with Jliss ^Margaret S. Young, of
Oakland Cross Roads, Pennsylvania, and of
the .six children born to him, the Doctor was
the eldest. His mother is still living, also



622 HISTORY OF SOUTHEAST MISSOURI

two brothers and one sister, residents of St.

Louis.

Dr. Wolff is also a native of "Westmore-

land county, Pennsylvania, where he was

born June 14, 1878. He tirst received a com-

mon school education, but pursued his pro-

fessional courses at Washington University,

St. Louis, from which he graduated, in 1905,

with the degree of D. D. S. For the succeed-

ing two years he engaged in practice in that

city, and then moved to Festus, his present

residence and his lucrative and progTcssive

field of professional labor.

That Dr. Wolff' 's honors do not end there,

has already been intimated. To particular-

ize—he was first elected mayor of Festus in

1909, and re-elected in 1911, and his adminis-

trations have been so conducted as to earn

him the respect of all parties, albeit his per-

sonal support has always been given to the

Democracy. He is one of the leading frater-

nalists of this section of the state. The Red
Men, Odd Fellows, Modern Woodmen and

Select Knights have all afforded him evi-

dences of their esteem, and at the present

time he is presiding officer (Great Sachem)

of the Improved Order of Red Men, State of

Missouri. And his advancement has never

been of the drifting nature, but rather of the

propelling and pushing kind, often against

strong contrary currents. Owing to a seri-

ous decline in his father's health, he was com-

pelled to work his way through college. Both

figuratively and literally, he had to fight

hard to get his education, for, soon after the

completion of his freshman year at Wash-
ington University, he enlisted for service in

the Philippines, and served as regimental

commissary sergeant for two years and seven

months. This delayed his graduation until

1905, but showed his stamina and added to

his deserved popularity as a man.

In the year of his graduation Dr. Wolff

was married to Miss Antoinette Nengle, of

Festus, Missouri, and their three children are

Scott Emmerson, Jlarguerite Antoinette and
Marie Wolff.

Oliver B. Gwyn is at the head of the Con-

ran Cooperage Company, one of the indus-

trial enterprises which play an important

part in the prosperity of the countj', his re-

lation to this thriving concern being that of

president and general manager. Although a

Kentuckian by birth, he has resided in this

state for a number of years and here has en-

joyed excellent fortunes. Mr. Gwyn, who is

a son of E. B. and Margaret J. (Lynch)
Gwyn, natives of Kentuckj', was bom in

Hickman county of the Blue Grass state Jan-

uary 27, 1874. His father was a painter by
occupation and the subject resided beneath

the home roof until the age of fifteen years.

He is one of a family of five children. At
the age mentioned Mr. Gwyn went to Clay
county, Arkansas, and located in Rector,

where the young fellow, who had started out

quite alone in the world, secured a position

in a saw-mill, and remained thus engaged
for four years. The kind of work he secured

when a boy had no inconsiderable influence

upon his subsequent career, for he has been
for a number of years in the milling business.

After that he found farm work to do and
while thus employed he was married in 1891,

to jMiss Ada Deniston, daughter of James
and Mary E. (Welch) Deniston, their mar-
riage occurring in the vicinity of Rector.

Mrs. Gwyn was born there November 18,

1873. For a time after his marriage Mr.
Gwyn continued to farm, but he finally con-

cluded that he could not make enough money
as a farmer and so took up another line of

enterprise—milling, with which he was al-

ready familiar. He came to Missouri in 1899,

locating in Dunklin county, in the town of

Paulding, and there took a contract to stack

lumber for three years. He then engaged
with the Paulding Stave Company and con-

tinued in this line until 1906. During this

time he carried on business in both Paulding
and Geneva, at the latter place with the Buf-

falo Stave Company. In 1906 he went into

business in Boynton, Arkansas, just across

the line from his former jMissouri residence,

again operating a mill for one year. During
the same year he moved to Kennett. He sold

the Boynton mill in 1908. In January, 1909,

he put in a new plant at Gideon, New Mad-
rid county, but in the following October he

sold the same, and in the following January
put in a new mill at Conran, which he still

operates. This has a capacity of forty-five

thousand slack barrel staves a day and is an

up-to-date and paying concern. Mr. Gwyn
also built a mill in ^Mai-ston, Missouri,—the

ilarston Cooperage Company, which he

operated for nine months and then resigned

from its management to more fully devote

his energies to the constantly growing busi-

ness of the Conran concern. This is an in-

corporated business, and Mr. Gwyn is presi-
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lent and general manager. In addition to

iis large interest he has eousiderable town
property and also six hundred and sixty

icres of land near Conran, which is being

ileared and farmed. He is very loyal to ]\Iis-

iouri, in which state all of his success has

jeen achieved.

Mr. and Mrs. Gwyu have au interesting

j'amily of seven children. Bessie attends

Elardiu College, and Frank, Judge, Myrtle,

Tom, Burlej' and Dan are all at home. Mrs.

jrwyn and five of the children, Bessie, Frank,
ludge, Jlyrtle and Tom, are all members of

Missionary Baptist church. Mr. Gwyn is

me of the most enthusiastic of local lodge

nen and holds membership in no less than
jiix orders. He is a JMason, being affiliated

j.vith the time-honored order at Cardw'ell and
iiaving attained to the thirty-second degree,

pd he also belongs to the Independent Order
>f Odd Fellows, the Knights of Pythias, the

ivVoodmen of the World, the Modern Wood-
men of America and Ben Hur. He is the

I'riend of good government and of a public
ipirited type of citizenship.

John Marshall Finney, M. D. At a very
parly age a boy begins to make plans for his

'uture career; he is positive as to the direc-

lion this career will take, but very frequently
)efore he has finished his schooling he
j)ranches out into something entirely differ-

int; sometimes the change is brought about
)y a series of circumstances over which he has
10 control. Sometimes he himself undergoes
;uch radical changes that he no longer feels

iny inclination towards those things he
brmerly loved. In the ease of John Mar-
.hall Finney, when he was in the grammar
chool he had already decided on his profes-

ion and he never changed his mind. Since
hat time everj'thing he studied or read was
elected with a view to his chosen profession.
He was bom at Vienna in Johnson county,

llinois, February 18, 1852, and was the son
f G. P. and Raehael (Latham) Finney, both
f whom were born in Illinois. The Finney
amily originall.y came from Virginia and
?ere early settlers in Illinois. Mr. and Mrs.
'Inney had three children, one daughter and
wo sons, of whom John Marshall is the
oungest. His brother, W. N. Finney, is a
esident of California. Mr. Finney died
?hen he was forty-three years of age and his
rife at about the same age.
After his mother's death, when he was

eleven years old, John I\Iar.shall Finney went
to live with au uncle. Dr. J. F. Latham, a
farmer of Saline county, Illinois. After he
had finished the grammar school course, he
cittended the Ewing College, preparatory to
the study of medicine. When he was only
sixteen years of age he went to Eldorado,
Illinois and there read with a doctor and
practised under his instructions. He next at-

tended a medical college in St. Louis, where
he also practiced. In 1873 he came to Mis-
souri, after practicing in Illinois for a short
time, and located at Marble Hill. After
three years of successful practice, he located
at Latiin iu Bollinger county, but very near
to Cape Girardeau county. His practice was
in both counties. For thirty years he kept up
this hard life, traveling long distances to visit

his patients. In 1906 he came to Cape Gir-
ardeau, with the intention of giving up his
visiting and intending to have ouly an office

practice. He established a drug store iu the
town, carrying a very full line of drugs of
all descriptions and medicines. His patients
will not, however, be contented to let him de-
vote his time to his drug store, but they come
to him from long distances, although he only
visits in Cape Girardeau. For the past
twenty years he has been a member of the
Southeastern Missouri Medical Society, being
one of the oldest practitioners in this' part of
southeastern Missouri.

In 1877 he married Mary G. Manning,
daughter of George and Louisa Planning of
Leopold, Missouri. Dr. and Mrs. Finney had
a family of eleven children, nine of whom are
living now (1911), as follows: John Marshall,
Jr., a physician near Leopold, Missouri;
Norman J, in the United States Army, located
at the Philippine Islands; Louisa Ann, wife
of J. H. Price of Orange, Texas ; Francis M.,
attending normal school at Cape Girardeau

;

Raehael, Julia, George G., William Paul and
Mary Gertrude are all at home with their
parents. Norman was the only child who was
not born in southea.stern Mis.sonri. He was
born in St. Louis, while the doctor was living
there attending medical college in 1884, tak-
ing a special course of study.

The doctor is a member of the Masonic
Order and is a master Mason. He is a Demo-
"'•"t -n nn'iticpi ovmpathies: he is greatly in-

terested in politics, but holds no office, nor
has he any desire for political honors for him-
self. He finds his time fully taken up with
the duties of his own profession and the
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mauageiiieiit of his drug store. He has been

in practice in southeastern Missouri for

thirty-seven years, much of the time in Cape

Girardeau. He is naturally known all over

the state by his professional brethren and his

office, at 709 Broadway, is visited by physi-

cians from all over the two counties. We
sometimes feel that a man has mistalien his

calling in life, that he would have made more

of a success in some other position. That is

not the case with Dr. Finney; one feels that

he is a perfect success as a physician and he

would not have done his best work in any

other profession.

Francis Marion Wells. There is no finer

satisfaction in life than to look back, when

success has come, and see that achievement

has been wrought, not on the foundation of

the fortunes of one's forebears, but upon the

firmer basis of innate progressiveuess, perse-

verance and courage undaunted in the face

of all obstacles. Such is the satisfaction that

F. Isl. Wells, the well-known banker of ilar-

ble Hill, must take, when still in the prime

of life, when he glances back over his note-

worthy career of sixty years.

Mr. Wells was born in those days of

clouded premonition, when the Missouri

Compromise and its attendant circumstances

had already split the country into the North

and the South, January 6. 1850, in Bradley

county, in eastern Tennessee. He was the

son of Eli and Mary (Brandon) Wells, the

former a native of the Big Bend state and

the latter a descendant of Colonial stock.

born near Rome, CTCorgia. The parents lived

upon their farm, and there followed the great

basic industry of agriculture. In 1858 the

father brought his generous family of eleven

children to Stoddard county, Missouri. Of

the seventeen children born, six had deceased

in Tennessee. Eli Wells had made an early

venture in the mercantile business, but re-

verses in that field had necessitated a second

choice, and he selected farming, being en-

gaged first on the farm of his brother James,

well-known as a successful agriculturist.

On the 2d of April, 1863. occurred the

death of Eli Wells, and a large family was
left to carve out its own fortunes without the

guidance or assistance of a father. Francis

Marion was then thii-teen, and during the

remainder of the war period, he being the

oldest boy at home, upon his sturdy boy's

shoulders rested the responsibility of the

support of the large- family. Two of tb

older boys were off at the war following tli

Union flag, while Francis Marion and
younger brother, by renting a farm, wei

cheerfully performing the tasks of fan

labor and keeping the family together uut

peace should be declared and the older bo\

return. Of such stuft' are men made, thos

early chapters but foretell the spirit of hi

later life.

After farming in Stoddard county and i

Scott county, Mr. Wells came to Bollinge;

where after farming for a year he entere

the general merchandise store of Bollinge

and Slinkard, located at Bollinger's Mi
(now Zalma) in the capacity of clerk, an

he made no change in his position for ti^

years.

On March 24, 1874, Mr. Wells was unite

in marriage to Miss Rachel C. Bollinge

daughter of Joel and Ann Elizabeth Bollinge,

stanch pioneers of the region. ]Mr. and ilr

Wells became the parents of two childrei

Francis R., born in January, 1875, died i

early infancy, and Chai'les A., born June
1877, is now a prominent physician, with

flourishing practice, at Pascola, Pemise(

county, Missouri, in which place he has r^

sided for twelve years. In 1877 Mr. Well

through an appointment by the county cour

became collector to fill the unexpired term (

j\Ir. Hopkins. He served two years, and the

was elected to the same office for three eoi

secutive terms, a speaking comment of tl

efficient and honorable service rendered I

Mr. Wells.

In 1885 Mr. Wells opened mercantile e

tablisliments at Lutesville and Marble Hil

On March 10, 1886, airs. Wells was called i

the Great Beyond, leaving her husband wit

her little son Charles, then a child of nine

For three years, from 1887 until 1889, JI

Wells was interested in the handling of li^

stock, and managed a large trading busine

in the same, carrying on extensive oper

tions throughout southeastern Missouri. 1

1889 the governor of IMissouri selected hi

to fill the unexpired terra of count3' cleri

and in 1890 the citizenship of the count,

mindful of the record of Mr. Wells as count

collector, again elected him to public ofific,

and for six years he was county clerk of Bo

linger county, and no man has ever held tl

office with more general satisfaction to tl

community. In 1906 he was elected presi'

ing Judge of the County Court, serving foi



HISTORY OF SOUTHEAST :\lTSSOrRI 625

,'ears, making' altogether eighteen years of

nililie service in county office.

AMien the Bollinger County Bank was or-

ranized i\Ir. AVells, ever on the alert where
he welfare of the county is concerned, was
letively concerned in the establishment of a

eliable local monetary institution, and sub-

;equently became its president. In 1897,

ipon the resignation of Cashier B. F. Stev-

us, he accepted the cashiership, thus giving

n all fifteen years of service. Besides his

nterest in the Bollinger County Bank he is

ilso a stockholder in the Bank of ]\Iarble Hill,

ind with some six others he maintains a con-

rolling interest in the Advance Telephone
:ompanj', an enterprise that started with a

•apital stock of $20,000, and has since,

hrough wise executive policies, been built ud
$-14:,000. Besides his handsome residence

ind town lots in Marble Hill, Mr. "Wells' real

'State holdings include town lots in Okla-

loma, a one hundred and twenty acre farm
ind an interest in a farming property
[mounting to three hundred and sixty acres.

Besides this he holds the enviable record of

laving been identified with Mayfield College

'or twenty years, having been president of

he Board of Trustees for that length of

ime.

On September 29, 1887, IMr. Wells laid the

oundation for his present happy household

)y his marriage on that date to Miss Lucy
5. Swift, daughter of Thomas and Hannah
\.. (Wilkinson) Swift, of Cape Girardeau
ounty. Six children have been born to this

mion, four of whom survive, as follows:

—

iVilliam F,, born September 20, 1888, is now
: cashier of the Bank of Patton, which he or-

;anized with a capital of ten thousand dol-

ars ; Marie, born January 24, 1896 ; Emma
fane, born April 19, 1899 ; and Harry Hu-
)ert. born March 17, 1902. IMr. and Mrs.
Veils and their family are members of the

Baptist church, and Mr. Wells is a deacon in

|he Marble Hill church. Fraternally Mr.
.Veils is affiliated with that historic order,

he Ancient Free and Accepted Masons.
It is interesting to note, not only for the

act itself but for the lesson it may possibly

'each the younger generation, bred among
ess trying scenes than those of war and
rontier pioneering, that Mr. Wells never
etually attended school except for the tri-

lling period of six months, but like many an-

other indomitable soul of the sixties and sev-

nties, when circumstances demanded that
Vol. 1—40

the daylight hours be given to toil, he under-
took to educate himself at night, and it is

no mere figure to say that he studied by
"'midnight oil." ilr. Wells indeed deserves

the loyal affection and high respect with,

which he is regarded throughout the county
and beyond its limits.

Edgar Prf:\vitt Carutiiers. Tlierc are

but ten per.sons on the Midway Islands, a

recent acquisition of the United States, yet
they are not lonesome, for these Islands are

used as a cable station, and the news of the

world passes daily through their hands. The
man who brings this news to our doors in

readable form lias performed a public bene-

faction, which should be highly appreciated.

Such a man is Edgar Prewitt Carnthers, who
was born in southeastern IMissouri, in St.

Francois county, October 27, 1854, a son of

Solomon D. and Mary Jane (Harris) Caru-
thers. The father, Solomon D., was a native

of IMadison county, IMissouri, coming here

with his father. David L. Caruthers, from
Tennessee in 1820. The mother was a native

of Kentucky, her father being Squire Samuel
Perrin Harris, of Irish descent, who came to

Missouri at an early day. The branch of the

Cariithers family to which this subject be-

longs were of Scotch-Irish stock, and were
settlers in North Carolina before the Revo-

lution.

The immediate subject of this review, Ed-
gar P. Caruthers, obtained his education in

the common schools of his native state. In

early life he decided to adopt the printer's

trade as his life work, and, in accordance

with this idea, went into a printer's office at

Fredericktown, where he mastered the intri-

cacies of this business and became the owner
of the Bee there when but a mere boy.

Later he was employed for six years in the

treasury department of IMissouri. and then

became a reporter on a St. Louis newspaper.

He then removed to IMedicine Lodge, Kan-
sas, where he published a paper for eight

years, and takes credit as the "discoverer"
of Jerry Simpson. He then returned to Mis-

souri and located at Carthage, where he was
engaged in the printing business for two
years, when he removed to Kennett, in the

same state, taking charge of the Dunklin
Democrat in 1893. since which time he has

been its editor and publisher, anil he is quite

proud of the fact that it has not missed an
issue during all that time.
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Mr. Caruthers was first mari-ied in 1874,

the lady of his choice being Mary L. Flem-
ing, of Fredericktown, Missouri, and of this

union there are four children living,—Mrs.

Will A. Jones, of Kennett; Albert B. Caru-
thers, for the past five years in the Canal
zone in the government employ ; Robert L.

Caruthers, an attorney of Haskell, Okla-

homa; and Mrs. Wallace E. Barron, of Cal-

ico Rock, Arkansas. Mr. Caruther's first

wife died in 1890. Four years later he was
united in the holy bonds of wedlock to Miss

Minnie Chandler, who lived but four years,

her demise occurring in 1898. There were
two children by this marriage, both of whom
are deceased. He was again married, Mrs.

Electra Townsend becoming his wife. No
children were born of this union, and Mrs.

Cai-uthers has passed on to her eternal life.

In politics Mr. Caruthers is an earnest and
unswerving Democrat, and in fraternal rela-

tions is an esteemed member of the Royal
Arch Masons.

William L. Cole is the prosecuting attor-

ney of Franklin county, an able and success-

ful advocate in criminal practice and a pow-
erful factor in political affairs not merely in

Franklin coiinty, but throughout the entire

state of Missouri. Although not yet come to

middle life, Mr. Cole's achievements in his

profession and in the domain of political af-

fairs mark him as belonging to the chosen

band of leaders who are shaping the policies

and directing the forces which are lifting the

commonwealth to a still higher plane of en-

lightenment and prosperity.

A native of Franklin county, Mr. Cole 's na-

tal day is the 30th of March, and the year
of his birth was the centennial, 1876. Ger-

ald, his birthplace, was the final home of his

parents. His father was also indigenous to

this county, his native place being four miles

east of Washington.
W. N. J. Cole, the father of the present

attorney, was born in 1831, spent his life as

a farmer, was fairly educated for that time
and was always actively interested in public

education. Upon public questions he agreed
with the Democrats until the time of the

Civil war, when the issue of Secession drove
him into the Republican party. Mr. Cole's

mother was formerly Mrs. Susan Cooper,

widow of a ilr. Cooper who came to Franklin
county immediately after the Rebellion.

Prior to her marriage to Mr. Cooper she was

Miss Susan Smith, whose father was a Ken-
tuckian. She Avas the mother of three chil-

dren by her first marriage and her issue bv

Mr. Cole were: George L., superintendent oi

schools at Marshfield, Missouri; Charles A„
superintendent of schools at Union, ilis-

souri; Jacob E., a farmer of Franklin
county; William L., of this review, and
Emma J., who died in the county as the wift

of William Williams. Mrs. Cole passed
away in 1882 and her husband followed her

in 1904.

The Franklin county branch of the Cole

family was founded by Jacob Cole in 1813.

He was born near Charlestown, West Vir-

ginia, in 1795. In 1798 he accompanied his

father to Missouri. He lived in St. Charles
county until the age of eighteen. As a pio-

neer he became one of the best known citi-

zens in this part of Missouri. His business

was distilling liquor and farming. His mar-
riage took place in Franklin county, where
he lived until 1882. W. N. J. Cole was the

youngest of his eleven children. :

William L. Cole, the subject of this sketch,

received his elementary education in the;

country near his birthplace, and then at-,

tended the Owensville Normal. He taught
in the district schools of Franklin and of

Gasconade counties until he was chosen prin-

cipal of the schools in Pacific, Missouri.

While filling this position, he devoted all his

spare time to the study of law, completing
his preparation by taking the summer course

in law at the State University in Columbia.
In 1900 he was admitted to the bar in Her-
mann before Judge Hertzel, but continued to

teach until 1904, when he began to practice

his profession in Pacific. IMr. Cole was a

member of the bar in that town until he was
elected prosecuting attorney of his county in

November, 1906. He succeeded Hon. 0. E.

Meyersick in this ofSce and established his

residence in the county seat. Twice re-,

elected he has maintained the reputation of

Franklin county for the conviction of viola-

tors of the law, some of the notorious crim-

inals of the age having been overtaken by
justice in the Franklin county court.

Gifted by nature in the art of public, i

speaking, Mr. Cole easily found place for his

talents in the practice of law. The state Re-

publican committee eagerly availed itself of

so capable and convincing an expounder of

the doctrines of the party and invited hiiu

to take part in the compaign of 1904. Since
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that time he has participated in every cam-

paign; he has served the county, the state

and the congressional committees, and he

has been a i-ecognized power in the organi-

zation of his party and in its success at the

polls.

Mr. Cole has attained some prominence in

Woodcraft, having filled the chair of consul

in Union, attended stated conventions of the

order and been delegate to the Head Camp
at Buffalo, New York. In the Masonic order

he has sat in the Grand Lodge as delegate

both in St. Louis and in Kansas City. He
and his wife hold membership in the Eastern

Star.

On November 28, 1906, Mr. Cole was mar-

ried to ^liss Agatha Bucher at Pacific, Mis-

souri. Her father was Jacob Bucher, a Swiss

bj' birth, while her mother was Miss Agatha
Zetch, born in Germany. Mr. and Jlrs. Cole

have no children.

The outline of Mr. Cole's career would
present to one unacquainted with him the

idea of a successful and popular lawyer,

adroit in the handling of men and affairs.

Mr. Cole is all of this and much more. No
account of his achievements would picture

the force and directness of his character nor

the genialty of his manner, which is j'et ut-

terly devoid of the remotest trace of fawning
or flattery. All in all. Mr. Cole's frequent

selection for office may be said to be simply

the natural tribute to his personal popular-

ity and capabilities.

George W. Redden. It has been the pleas-

ant fortune of George W. Redden, leading

photographer of Farmingtou, to have ob-

tained the highest prestige in his particular

field of endeavor. He is in truth one of the

state's leading photographers- and is an ar-

tist in the truest sense of the word, his pro-

ductions having that quality which distin-

Iguishes the work of the really artistic tem-

Iperament from the commonplaceness of him
who merely understands the mechanism of the

camera and fails to reproduce the individual-

ity of his sitters. More than this, he is a

I man of fine inventive ability, and his method
I of photographic printing, known as the

I

"Redden Way" is known over the entire

I

country. He has also invented a number of

other devices in this field.

George W. Redden was born July 26, 1868,

on a farm near the town of St. Aubert. now
Mokane, Callaway county, Missouri. He is

the son of Wiley S. and Jlary Jane (Level)

Redden. The father was a native of middle
Tennessee, and his father, Willian Redden,
was born in North Carolina, and went to

Tennessee as a young man. The grandfather
was a farmer and slave-holder and he was
called to the life eternal when about fifty

years of age. He was a descendant of an old

and well known North Carolina family. The
father was reared and educated in Tennessee
and resided there at the time of the breaking
out of the Civil war. There were four
brothers in the family and all of them were
brave j'ouug fellows whose first thought was
of enlisting. But there was so much to say
on both sides of the great question which
pressed for settlement that they were a little

undecided upon which side to enlist. The
four gathered in the j'ard of the old home
and, seated on a log, talked the matter over,

long and earnestly. At last they sadly sep-

arated, one brother going to enlist in the

Union army and the other three joining the
army of the Confederacy. The first fought
throughout the entire war, being wounded
at the battle of Gettysburg. This brother
who joined the cause of the Union was the

subject's father, Wiley S. Redden, and
among his adventures was a period of incar-

ceration in Andersonville prison. He es-

caped at one time from the prison, but was
recaptured.

After the termination of the war, Wiley
S. Redden, settled at St. Aubert, Callaway
county, Missouri, and in 1867 he was united
in marriage to ]Miss Mary Jane Level. Six

children came to bless their union and of this

number three died in infancy. The three

surviving are George W., of this review;

Samuel G., of St. Charles, Missouri; and
Charles A., of Alemphis, Tennessee. Mr.
Redden remained upon the farm until his

death, in 1878, at the age of forty-seven

years, this resulting from blood poison, with
which he became afflicted from the wounds
received while a soldier. His widow now re-

sides at Fredericktown.
The boyhood days of George W. Redden

were passed upon the home farm and there

he learned the helpful lessons of industry
and thrift. He attended the district schools

and the schools of Fulton and subsequently
became a student in Westminster College.

He entered the photogi-aph business at the

age of twent}' years, for several years being

a journeyman workman, employed by some
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of the leading photographers of the United

States, his ability becoming at once apparent.

He was established at Predericktown for

eleven years and during that time acted as

official photographer of the mines, quarries,

clays, timbers, and timber products, securing

pictures of the foregoing for the Missouri

Commission of the St. Louis "World's Fair,

and serving with credit to himself and the

state. As previously mentioned Mr. Redden
is the inventor of the Redden photographic

printing machine and several other devices

for shortening the long process and securing

easier and better work. He is now having

them manufactured and sold on royalty.

On September 4, 1892, Mr. Redden was
united in marriage to IMiss Ora Gross, of Se-

dalia, Missouri, daughter of A. P. M. and
Ella Nevada (Gay) Gross, both natives of

Dade county. The father is deceased, but

Mrs. Gross now makes her home in Los An-
geles, California. Mrs. Redden received her

education in the Sedalia public schools.

They have a quartet of interesting children,

namely : Allan C, Elizabeth, Anthony and
Charles Greer. The subject is a Republi-

can and a Royal Arch Mason and he and his

wife are affiliated with the Christian church.

Lin Gbisham. As president of the Con-

solidated Store & Manufacturing Company,
the main headquarters of which important

concern are at Fredericktown, Missouri, Lin
Grisham is actively identified with mercan-
tile and manufacturing interests in south-

eastern ^Missouri. He is deeply interested in

community afi'airs and his eiforts have also

been a potent element in the business prog-

ress of this section of the state. He has with

readj' recognition of opportunity directed his

labors into various fields, wherein he has

achieved success, and at the same time has

promoted a business enterprise that has

proved of more than local value, largely pro-

moting the commercial activity of the state.

A brief history of this gigantic concern will

appear in a succeeding paragraph.

Lin Grisham was born in Wayne county,

Missouri, on the 10th of April, 1869, and he

is a son of James and ]\Iargaret (Andrews)
Grisham, who came to Missouri from Ten-

nessee in the year 1854. The father was
born in the state of Tennessee in the year

1837, and as a young man he was interested

in farming, continuing to devote his atten-

tion to that line of enterprise until 1882.

Since that time he has been engaged in the

mercantile and milling business in Wayne
county, Missouri, but at the present time he

resides at Fredericktown. He was county
judge of Waj'ue county for a period of eight

years and also served with the utmost effi-

ciency as associate judge for a period of two
years. The mother of the subject of this re-

view was descended from old Virginia stock,

and her father at one time was a sailor on
the Atlantic ocean. He established the

family home in Wayne county, I\Iissouri, in

an early day and there passed the residue of

his life. Mrs. James Grisham was summoned
to eternal rest in 1911, at the venerable age
of seventy-six years. Mr. and ]\Irs. Gris-

ham became the parents of seven children,

concerning whom the following brief data
are here inserted,—Frank is a farmer and
miller at Caledonia, Missouri; T. M. resides

at Fredericktown, Missouri; J. S. was for-

merly state representative from Colorado
and he is now sheriff: of Las Animas county,
that state ; W. F. is an extensive rancher and
stock dealer in Colorado, owning barns at

Trinidad and Pueblo; John is engaged in

business at Fredericktown; Ida is the widow
of Dr. ilontgomery, of Wayne county, and
she resides with her father; and Lin is the
immediate subject of this review.
To the public schools of Wa.vne county,

ilissouri, Lin Grisham is indebted for his

preliminary educational training. As a
youth he became associated with his father
in the latter 's extensive mercantile enter-

prises, and during the intervening years to

the present time he has devoted considerable
attention to general merchandising and lum-
bering. The Consolidated Store & Blanu-
facturing Company, of which he is president,

was organized in 1910, and it represents a
merging of four different mercantile corpo-

rations. The Company has stores in Cape Gi-

rardeau, ]\Iadison, Wayne and Bollinger
counties. It has a capital stock of eighty-

three thousand dollars and its official corps
is as follows:—Lin Grisham, president; R.

H. Davis, vice-president; C. A. Grisham, sec-

retary and treasurer; and the board of di-

rectors includes T. M. Grisham, R. H. Davis,

John Grisham and Lin Grisham, of Freder-
icktown, and T. H. Wiseman, of St. Louis.

Since its organization the Company has

opened five new stores and now conducts six-

teen ijidividual concerns in the four counties

mentioned above. The offices of the company
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are located in a fine couerete structure at

Frederiektown, the same being situated on

I

West JIaiu street. As president of tliis great

I

corporation ilr. Grisham has displayed un-

I usual shrewdness and excellent executive

I

ability and under his able management it

i has been decidedly prosperous. In addition

to his mercantile interests Mr. Grisham is a

member of the board of directors of the Bank
of Frederiektown and he is also a member of

the board of curators of ilarvin College.

In Wayne county, ^Missouri, in 1892, was

celebrated the marriage of Mr. Grisham to

Miss Josie Dixon, a native of that county

and a daughter of Benton Dixon. Mr. and
Mrs. Grisham have two sons,—Leonard,

whose birth occurred in 1893 ; and Lloyd,

born in 1897 and at present a student in

Marvin College.

In politics ilr. Grisham is aligned as a

stalwart supporter of the principles and
policies for which the Republican party

stands sponsor. He is not a politician, prac-

tically speaking, but he has given splendid

service as a member of the Central Repub-
lican committee. In the Masonic order he

is a member of Marcus Lodge, No. 110, Free

and Accepted Masons; and Solomon Chap-
ter, Royal Arch Masons. In their religious

faith the Grisham family are devout mem-
bers of the Methodist Episcopal chui'ch.

South, to whose good works, they are liberal

contributors of their time and means.

Christun E. Stiver. The present able

and popular incumbent of the position of

city engineer of Cape Girardeau is Christian

E. Stiver, who was elected to that important
ofSce in April, 1911. He is a prominent
business man of the younger generation who
has achieved success as the result of his own
well directed endeavors and he is a citizen

who is ever on the alert and enthusiastically

in sympathy with all movements projected

for the progress and improvement of this

section of the state, where he has maintained
his home since iMarch, 1909.

A native of the fine old Keystone state of

the Union, Christian E. Stiver was born in

the city of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, on
the 19th of Jamiary, 1884. He is a son of

Charles L. and Sarah (Hagey) Stiver, both
of whom were likewise bom in Philadelphia
and both of whom are now^ living, their home
being at Nazareth. Pennsylvania. Of the two
children bom to Mr. and Mrs. Stiver the sub-

ject of this article^ is the eldest and his

brother, Ellwood H. Stiver, is attending col-

lege. In his youth Christian E. Stiver was
afforded excellent educational advantages.
After completing the curriculum of the pub-
lic schools of his home community in Phila-

delphia he was matriculated as a student in
Nazareth Hall, a military academy at Naza-
reth, Pennsylvania. In 1901 he was a stu-

dent in the Lehigh University, at Bethlehem,
Pennsylvania. He entered Lafayette Col-
lege, at Easton, I'eunsylvania, in 1904, in
the engineering department of which excel-

lent institution he was graduated as a mem-
ber of the class of 1907. In March, 1909,
he came to Cape Girardeau, where he ac-

cepted a postion with the Cape Girardeau
Portland Cement Company as engineer. In
June, 1909, however, he left that concern and
took up railroad survey work. In September
of the same year he entered the employ of
the Kettle River Company, a paving concern
in this city, and in July, 1910, he again
turned his attention to railroad surveying.
In April, 1911, he was honored by his fel-

low citizens with election to the office cf city

engineer and he is now serving in that capac-
ity with the utmost efficiency.

In his political convictions Mr. Stiver is

aligned as a stalwart in the ranks of the Re-
publican party and his religious faith is in
harmony with the teachings of the Methodist
Episcopal church. In a fraternal way he is

affiliated with the local lodge of the Benevo-
lent & Protective Order of Elks and he is

also connected with the Sigma Nu college

fraternity. He is a young man of splendid
mentality and fine moral fiber and in all the
relations of life he has so conducted himself
as to command the unalloyed confidence and
esteem of all with whom he has come in con-
tact. He is genial in his associations, affable

in his address, generous in his judgment of

his fellow men, and courteous to all. As a
citizen and enthusiast of his town, it is but
just to say that communities will proe^^'^"

and grow in proportion as they put a pre-
mium on men of his mould.

Wn-LiAM S. C. Walker. Distinguished for

his imiblemished record as a man and a jurist

is William Samuel Crittenden Walker, circuit

judge of the Twenty-second Judicial Circuit.

Judge Walker is the son of Thomas C. and
Susan F. (Crittenden) Walker, both repre-

sentatives of old Virginia families and na-
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tives respectively of Lancaster and Essex
counties of the Old Dominion. He was
elected to the bench in 1910 and assumed the

duties of his high office in January of the

ensuing year. His reputation as one of the

prominent lawyers of Dunklin county has

been reinforced with the passing years, dur-

ing which he has appeared in connection

with many of the important cases brought

before the state and federal courts, and his

standing has been stamped with approval by
his elevation to the bench.

Judge Walker was born at Tappahannoek,

Virginia, August 22, 1859. After finishing

his public school course in his native tovm
he entered William and Mary College, from

which he was graduated with the degree of

Bachelor of Arts in 1877. He nest took up
the study of law at the University of Vir-

ginia and received the degree of Bachelor of

Laws in 1880. He practiced law in the Old

Dominion, the scene of his first professional

labors being in his native county, and in

1889 he came to Dunklin county, where he

has ever since remained and where his life

and achievements have amply recommended
him. For four or five years he was in prac-

tice with H. N. Phillips, now of Poplar Bluff,

and subsequently he entered into partner-

ship in the practice of the law with D. R.

Cox, of Maiden, this association continuing

throughout the decade included between the

years 1897 and 1907. From 1901 to 1905 he

was prosecuting attorney of the county, be-

ing twice elected to the office without oppo-

sition. His tenure of office in that capacity

was thus of four years' duration. In 1910

he was elected circuit judge, as previously

mentioned, and he has already had opportu-

nity to prove that the choice of the people

was by no means at fault. In his political

convictions Judge Walker is a Democrat,

and he has ever been very loyal in his sup-

port of the principles and policies for which
the party stands.

Judge Walker stands high in Masonry, be-

longing to the Blue Lodge and Chapter, and
lives up to the fine ideals which the ancient

and august order teaches. He holds mem-
bership in the Knights of Pythias and the

Independent Order of Odd Fellows. He is a
member of the Missionary Baptist church in

Kennett.
Judge Walker was first married in 1891, to

Marion B. Phillips, the daughter of Colonel

H. N. Phillips. She died after five years of

married life, leaving one daughter. Rose M.
In 1900 he married Miss Belle McCarroll.
She became the mother of one son, Heniy,
and died in 1904.

Judge Walker is a quiet, unassuming stu-

dent of the law. He is slow to form opinions,

but when he has become sure of his groimd
he acts accordingly and nothing can make
him swerve from the right as he sees it.

Oba Haley, M. D. For the past thirty-

five years Dr. Oba Haley has been engaged
in the practice of medicine and for at least

a quarter of a century he has maintained his

professional headquarters at Fredericktowu,

Missouri, where he controls a large and rep-

resentative patronage and where he is hon-

ored and esteemed by all with whom he has

come in contact. The years have told the

storj' of a successful career due to tht pos-

session of innate talent and acquired ability

along the line of one of the most important
professions to which man may devote his

energies,—the alleviation of pain and suf-

fering and the restoration of health, which
is man's most cherished and priceless pos-

session. This is an age of progress in all

lines of achievement and Dr. Haley has kept'

abreast of the advancement that has levolu-

tionized methods of medical and surgical

practice, rendering the efforts of physicians

of much more avail in warding off the in-

'

roads of disease than they were even at the <

time when he entered upon his professional

career.

Dr. Haley was born at Steeleville, in

Crawford county, Missouri, on the 25th of

'

November, 1847, and he is a son of Henry
and Emma (Key) Haley, the former of i

whom was born in Tennessee and the latter

of whom claimed Steeleville, Missouri, as the

place of her birth. The father was reared to

maturity in the vicinity of McMinnville,

Tennessee, and as a young man came to

Crawford county, this state, where was sol-

emnized his marriage to Miss Emma Key
and where he passed the greater part of his

active career as a farmer and stockman.

William Haley, grandfather of the Doctor,

was likewise a farmer by occupation and he

came to Crawford county, IMissouri, in the

latter '40s. His father was a soldier in the

English army and he served as such in the

war of the Revolution. During that conflict

he was captured and imprisoned in the

United States and at the close of the war he
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decided to make bis home in this new coun-

try. Henry Haley was a valued and appre-

ciative member of the time-honored ]\lasonie

order. He was called to eternal rest in 1879,

at the age of sixty years. The mother of the

Doctor was a daughter of Oba Key, a pio-

neer ]\Iissourian and a native of KentuckJ^
Mrs. Henry Haley passed to the great be-

yond in 1S79, at the age of fifty years. Dr.

Haley was the first born in a family of eight

children—six boys and two girls, of whom all

the sons are living. William M. Haley is a

prominent real-estate man in St. Louis, ]Mis-

jsouri, where he has resided for the past

thirty years ; John and Wilson Haley are en-

igaged in the genei-al merchandise business at

Steeleville, iMissouri; Basil conducts a meat
imarket at West Plains, ]\Iissouri; Jerry
[maintains his home in Texas ; and Oba is the

immediate subject of this review. Concern-

ing the two sisters,—Mary died at the age of

eighteen years, in 1880 ; and Delia, who be-

came the wife of Reuben Summers, resided

for a number of years in East St. Louis,

where her death occun-ed in 1893 ; she is sur-

vived by her husband and two daughters.

Dr. Haley, of this notice, was reared to

adult age at Steeleville, his preliminary edu-

cational training having been completed
with a course in the Steeleville Academy.
For three years thereafter, from 1864 to

1867, he was employed as a clerk in the gen-

eral store of the Merrimac Iron Works.
From 1864 to 1867 he attended school in

Phelps county, Missouri, and in 1869 he

began to read medicine under a noted physi-

cian at Steeleville, Missouri. In 1872 he was
matriculated as a student in the old St. Louis
Medical College, in which excellent institu-

tion he was graduated as a member of the

class of 1873, duly receiving his degree of

Doctor of Medicine. Subsequently he at-

tended the medical department of the Uni-
versity of Missouri, in which he was gradu-
ated in 1879. He initiated the active prac-

tice of his profession at Bellevue, Missouri,

where he remained for the ensuing ten years,

coming thence to Fredericktown, in 1886.

During the period of his residence at Fred-
ericktown he has achieved unusual success

as a skilled physician and surgeon and he
holds prestige as one of the finest doctors in

Southeastern Missouri.

Dr. Haley has been twice married, his first

union having been to Miss Martha A. Brooks,
who died in June, 1904. To this marriage

were born three children,—Claude B., who is

engaged in the newspaper business at Cin-
cinnati, Ohio ; Henry L., who is a civil engi-

neer at Los Angeles, California ; and Lucy,
who is the wife of Dr. Keller, of Willisville,

Illinois. In 1908 Dr. Haley wedded Mrs.
Birdie Law, nee Nifong, who had one child
by her first marriage, namely,—Jamie, who
died at the age of six yars.

In connection with the work of his profes-

sion Dr. Plaley is affiliated with the Madison
County Medical Society; the Southeastern
Missouri Medical Society, the ilissouri State
Medical Society and the American Medical
Association. He has served as president of
the Southeastern Jlissouri Medical Society.

He was local surgeon for the Iron Mountain
Railroad from 1886 to 1896, and was also

Secretary for ten .years of the United States
Pension Board. In a fraternal way he is

connected with the Independent Order of

Odd Fellows and in politics he accords a
stalwart allegiance to the principles and poli-

cies promulgated by the Democratic party.
Dr. Haley commands the hearty admiration
and esteem of his fellow practitioners by
reason of his strict adherence to the unwrit-
ten code of professional ethics and as a citi-

zen he is essentially loyal and public spirited,

doing all in his power to advance the general
progress and improvement.

Louis Krueger. The present able and
popular incumbent of the office of clerk of
the common pleas court at Cape Girardeau,
iMissouri, is Louis Krueger, who has resided
in this city during all of his life and who is

here honored and esteemed by all with whom
hje has come in contact by reason of his fair

and straightforward business dealings. Mr.
Krueger was born at Cape Girardeau, on the
11th of September, 1874, and he is a son of

William and Elizabeth (Sehrader) Krueger,
both born in Brunswick, German}'. Both
parents came to the United States in early
youth, settling at Cape Girardeau, where
they became acquainted and eventually mar-
ried. As a young man Mr. William Krueger
turned his attention to the meat-market busi-

ness, stock buying and farming, and he was
identified with those lines of enterprise dur-
ing the major part of his active career. He
died November 4, 1880, his wife, now Mrs.
Hitt, living in Cape Girardeau. Mr. and Mrs.
Krueger became the parents of six children,

of whom the three daughters are deceased.
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The sons all reside in this city,—Louis is the

immediate subject of this review; Martin 0.

is most successfully engaged in the hardware

business and is mentioned on other pages of

this work; and William H. is janitor of the

Federal building.

Louis Krueger was reared to adult age at

Cape Girardeau, where he attended the Loir-

mier Public School until he had reached the

age of seventeen years. He then entered the

State Normal School, and later Bryant &
Stratton's Business College at St. Louis.

After completing his education he taught

school for two years, and then entered the

office of Cape Girardeau Water Works and

Electric Light Company where he remained

for two years. He gave his attention to the

hardware business for a short time. For a

number of years he was secretary of the

Cape Girardeau and Jackson Gravel Road

Company, but a few years ago resigned that

position. He has an interest in a farm, and

as above stated, is the clerk of the common
pleas court at Cape Girardeau at the present

time.

In his political convictions Mr. Krueger is

aligned as a stalwart supporter of the prin-

ciples and policies for which the Republican

party stands sponsor. On the 1st of Jan-

uary, 1911, he was honored by his fellow citi-

zens with election to the office of clerk of the

court of common pleas, in discharging the

duties of which important position he is

acquitting himself with all of honor and dis-

tinction. Mr. Krueger is a man of sterling

worth and unquestioned integrity; he looks

upon a public office as a public trust and as

a result of his varied experiences and broad

information is eminently well fitted for pub-

lic honors. In fraternal circles Mr. Krueger

is affiliated with the local lodges of the Be-

nevolent and Protective Order of Elks, the

Royal Arcanum and the Sons of Veterans,

he being eligible for membership in the last

organization by reason of his father's serv-

ice as a gallant and faithful soldier in the

Union army of the Civil war. ilr. and Mrs.

Krueger are noted for their geniality and in

their comfortable, attractive home hospice is

given to all comers. They are held in high

regard by their fellow citizens and possess

scores of friends.

At Jackson, Missouri, in the month of

March, 1903. was solemnized the marriage of

IMr. Krueger to ]\Iiss Helen Jaeger, who was
born and reared in this place and who is a

daughter of Joseph and Elizabeth Jaeger,

the former a native of Germany and the lat-

ter a native of Cape Girardeau. Mr. and Mrs.

Krueger are the parents of two daughters:
Helen, whose birth occurred in 1905, and
Louise, born in 1908.

Alfred A. Vitt, of Union, represents one

of the pioneer families of Franklin county.

His father, John T. Vitt, was a native of

Prussia, born at Siegen in 1809. A man of

university training, Mr. Vitt was induced to

come to America by the "Giesener Auswau-
dei'ings Gesellschaft," a society for the pro-

motion of immigration to the United States.

The opportunity to become a citizen of the

republic and to enjoy its privileges appealed
to John T. Vitt and in 1834 he came to >

Franklin county. Four years later he re-

turned to Prussia for his bride, Cornelia
Schmidt, and the couple formed the nucleus
of a family that has been modestly identified

with Franklin county's history for more
than seventy years.

John T. Vitt had entered a tract of gov-

ernment land in 1834, but later became a

merchant in the town of Union and re-

mained in the mercantile business until 1856.

In 1859 he built a steam grist and merchant
mill at Union and he continued to operate

the mill with the assistance of three of his

sons until 1868, when he retired. Always an

active business man, he was an equally con-

scientious public official. A resident of

Union when it was incorporated, he was
made one of its first trustees. In the early

days he filled the office of justice of peace

and was several times chosen county judge.

He was among the original Fremont Repub-
licans and had few colleagues here during

that memorable campaign. Three of his sons

served in the Union army: Adolphus H., who
died in Union, leaving a family of six chil-

dren; Herman W., whose home is still in

Union; and Alfred A. The other children

of John and Cornelia Vitt are Edwin, who
passed away in 1878, and Mrs. Bertha E.

Clark, of Union. Cornelia Vitt died in 1884

and John T. Vitt in 1889.

Alfred A. Vitt was born near Union, Mis-

souri, February 28, 1844, the historic "high

water" year. His education was concluded

before the outbreak of the Civil war and he

gave evidence of his patriotism by enlisting

in Company A of the rifle battalion attached

to the First Regiment, Missouri Infantry
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Volunteers, commanded by Colonel Frank

P. Blair, in April, 1861. Company A was

ommanded by Captain L. E. Konieuzeski.

The enlistment was for ninety days, and iip-

on its expiration Mr. Vitt returned home.

He served in and around the St. Louis ar-

senal and marine hospital^VIeramee Station

'on tlie Missouri Pacific Railroad and RoUa,

at Uiat time the terminus of the Southwest-

,
rji liranch, now the Frisco Railway. He
uiliiessed the capture of General Frost's

I'linfederate Camp Jackson at St. Louis by

iGeueral Lyon, on ]\Iay 10, 1861, which event

jsaved St. Louis to the Union. From August,

il861, until some time in 1864 Mr. Yitt re-

imained out of the zone of hostilities, working

in his father's mill. In that year he enlisted

in the Forty-seventh Missouri Infantry, com-

imanded by Colonel Thomas C. Fletcher,

afterward governor of the state. Until May,

1865, Mr. Vitt was in active service iu the

war. His company helped to build the fort

at Pilot Knob, Missouri, and after General

Sterling Price's raid they were sent up the

Missouri river on a boat with a detachment

jf artillery, to prevent the crossing of bands

|or independent companies from the north

ide of the river to join Price's army. His
regiment was subsequently ordered into Ten-

nessee, when General Thomas at Nashville

ailed for aid. Before the Forty-seventh

reached that point, Thomas had cut Hood's
army to pieces, so that the services of the

regiment were diverted to other points in

iTeunessee, where it did active military duty
jiintil the spring of 1865, when it was ordered
iome to be mustered out at Benton Barracks,

3t. Louis.

Resuming business as a civilian, Mr. Vitt

assisted his father in the mill until the fall of

1866, when he engaged in the stove and tin-

A'are business in Union. He learned the tin-

lers' trade and followed that business until

May, 1868. At that time his father decided
:o retire and Alfred A. and his brother Her-
iman W. purchased the mill. In 1880 he be-

iame sole proprietor and has since conducted
;he business. Other matters have claimed
lis attention in the ensuing forty odd years,

imong which was the organization of the

citizens' Bank of Union. Mr. Vitt was the

irst president of this bank; later he acted
is its cashier from January 4, 1910, to jMarcli

I. 1911, aud is still a member of the board.
In politics Mr. Vitt has, like his distin-

guished father, always acted with the Repub-

licans, of which party he has been an hon-
ored and prominent figure, being twice
chosen chairman of the Republican County
Committee. He has been mayor of I'nion
aud has represented his county in the general
assemblies of 1907 and 1909. During his
first term he was a member of the committee
on private corporations and that of claims,
local bills and miscellaneous business. In
the second session he was a member of the
committee on roads and highways, wills and
probate law and private corporations, and
chairman of the committee on labor. The
legislation towards good roads claimed Mr.
Vitt's special interest and the measures
passed during his service in the legislature
are now bearing fruit. Another of Mr.
Vitt's achievements was the bill empowering
counties to levy a special tax for the erection
of a court house or other public buildings
without resorting to bonded debt, inasmuch
as he was the author of the bill, now a law
in Jlissouri.

On March 5, 1866, Mr. Vitt was married to
Jliss Mary Jane White, a daughter of John
White, who came to JMissouri from Pennsyl-
vania. Mrs. Vitt's mother was Elizabeth
Ferg-uson. Mrs. Vitt died February 10,
1886. Of the children born to the subject
and his wife, Fred married Miss Caroline
Pisane and resides in Union; Jessamine is

Mrs. J. W. Ream, of Portland, Oregon;
Mary M. married Edward Muench, of Union,
where Gertrude E. (Vitt) Shelton also makes
her home. One sou, Tracy G., is dead; the
others are Eugene B., a locomotive engineer
of St. Louis, Missouri; and John T., a civil

engineer, now at Evansville, Indiana, in the
employ of the C. & E. I. Railroad Company.

Mr. Vitt is a Knight of Pythias and a
Mason, and has served as a delegate to the
Grand Lodge of both orders. Well informed
and unusually interested in the general wel-
fare of the community, which he has served
in such varied capacities, Mr. Vitt is a
worthy representative of an admirable race.
He is hale and hearty and very active for one
of his years.

F. 6. Clippard. The postmaster and mer-
chant farmer of Leopold is a Missourian and
the son of Missourians. He was born in

Bollinger county, in 1854, his parents being
G. W. and Sorintha Clippard. Like most of
the district's prominent citizens, Mr. Clip-

pard spent his early life working on his
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father's farm. At the age of eighteen he left

the farm to work for his uncle in the mer-

cantile business and remained here for ten

j-ears, ahvaj'S an efficient and careful worker.

In 1872 ^Ir. Clippard and his sisters in-

herited jointl}' an estate of one hundred and
thirty-five acres. The brother bought out

his sisters and operated the farm for twenty

yeai-s. In 1892 he sold this farm and bought

two hundred and seventy-five acres near Laf-

lin, Missouri. Mr. Clippard is also the

owner of one hundred acres near Leopold.

In the town itself he holds three and a half

lots besides a large general merchandise

store. He has conducted this mercantile

business since 1892 with notable success.

Mr. Clippard was married in 1876, to !Miss

Katie Planning, daughter of Herman and
Frouie ^Manning, natives of Germany. Six

children were born of this marriage, three of

whom are still living: E. W., aged twenty-

six; Early, aged nineteen; and Mary Clip-

pard. aged twentv-three. The mother of

these children died in 1901. In 1903 Mr.

Clippard married Miss Josephine Geroniskie,

a native of Germany. Two daughters have

been born to them, namely: Ella, born in

190-1, and Alma, born in 1907.

]\Ir. Clippard is a communicant of the

Roman Catholic church. Politicallj' he is a

loyal and consistent Democrat. His effi-

ciency in office is indicated by the fact that

he has been postmaster since 1902.

Thomas W. Schultz^ court stenographer

for the Twenty-second judicial circuit, is a

young man who has attained prominence not

only in Kennett, but throughout Dunklin
county. If we should look for the cause of

his success we might recall the fact that in

his veins flows the blood of Germany, France
and America, and 'Sir. SehiUtz has inherited

from each country qualities which largely

account for his advancement. Combined
with the industry of the Germans we find in

his personality the -sdvacitj' of the French
and the enterprise of the Americans.

]Mr. Schultz was born at Hornersville,

Dunklin county, December 16, 1881. This

also is the native county of Francis M.
Schultz, his father, who was bom June 11,

1838, and liis grandfather was one of the

pioneers of this section, whither he came
about 1S30. Previous to this date he had re-

sided in Stoddard countj" for a period of

nine years, having migrated from Tennessee

to ilissouri in 1821. Tennessee was the eomn
monwealth to which Grandfather Schultel

owes his birth and his early education, bui
although his family had been amongst thH

early settlers of that state, his ancestors orig(

inated in German}-. After coming to Dun^
lin county ^Mr. Schultz was uniforml|
successful and was accounted one of its moa
substantial and honorable citizens. Th|
homestead there became endeared to hind|

being the one in which he was married anl
where his children were born and reared td

childhood years. Before they had grown to \x^

young men and women, however, the fathe|

died, leaving the children to be brought u|
by their mother, who lived to see them all

doing well, and she died on the farm wher|
her married life had so profitably and hajfc

pily passed.

The son, Francis, after the death of hip

father, spent much of his early life with the iDil

diaus along Little river, taking keen delight ill

the companionship of those untutored but in-l

telligent people. When a young man, Fran-

cis 31. Schultz was married to Angeline DuaJ
away, who was born in New jMadrid countyj

near Portage, and descended from an old

French familj- of pioneers who had settled

along the ilissouri river in that section of the

state. At the outbreak of the Civil war Sip,

Schultz enlisted in the Confederate army
and served until hostilities ceased. After Iw

was mustered out he went to HornersviUe^

Dunklin county, where he settled on a farm
and has since followed agricultural pursuite

continually. There he and his wife still live^

content to feel that thej' are performing thea

modest part for the good of the communily.
Mr. Schultz has always been a good Dema
crat, at all times staiinch in the support ol

his party, but personally having no desiriE

for political office. '

Thomas "W. Schultz, as noted, was brougM
up on his father's farm. As soon as he wa^
of proper age he was sent to the public'

schools at Hornersville, and after finishing'

their pi-escribed course ' entered a business

college at Quincy, Illinois, August 31, 1910.

where he received a thorough training, espe-

cially in stenogi-aphy. In 1899, when eigh-

teen years of age, he commenced work in the

post-office and general stores and was thus

employed for the ensuing eight years. At

the expiration of that time, in 1907, he lo-

cated at the town of Senath, where he earned

a fine reputation as an insurance agent. In
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this capacity his French blood came to his

practical assistance, for his tiuent speech and
persuasive manners made it difficult for

anj'one to long turn a deaf ear to the prop-

ositions he laid before them. Although 3Ir.

Schultz was defeated for circuit court clerk

in the Democratic nominating caucus, Judge
Walker appointed him to the office of court

stenographer of the twenty-second district,

in which capacity he is serving now. In
every way he is one of the bright young men
of this section, whose stead}' advance is taken

as a matter of course.

On the 8th day of December, 1908, the

year after Mr. Schultz entered the insurance
field, his marriage to Miss May MeCluer was
solemnized at her native town of Senath.

Donald H. Cameron. Taking cognizance

of the name of the able and popular editor

of the Mining Herald, of Elvins, St. Francois
county, there can be no measure of conjec-

ture as to his ancestral lineage, for both his

personal and family names bear unmistak-
able evidence of the sturdy Scotch deriva-

tion, and the family history gives record
concerning the valiant deeds of the fine old
Cameron clan of the Scottish highlands,

within which oppression has been hurled
back to keep the boon of liberty. Mr. Cam-
eron, as editor and publisher of the Mining
iHerald, has made that paper an effective ex-

ponent of local interests, especially of the
mining industry in the section of the state in

jwhich it is published, and it ranks as one of

the vigorous and excellent weekly papers of

southeastern ilissouri.

Donald Hilliard Cameron was born at

Woodville, Victoria county, province of On-
tario, Canada, in 1878, and is a son of Dun-
;an and Lovisa (Irish) Cameron, whose mar-
riage was there solemnized in the .vear 1862.

The father was born in the staunch Scottish
lettlement in Glengarry county, province
)f Ontario, in the year 1841, and was
eared to the sturdy discipline of the
?reat basic industry of agriculture. He be-

came a marine engineer, however, and for

nany years was identified with navigation
nterests on the Great Lakes. He continued

reside in Canada until his death, on the
[.7th of December, 1897, and his widow still

aaintains her home at Port Arthur, province
[if Ontario. Duncan Cameron well exempli-
|ied the canny traits of the race from which
le was sprung, and his independence, ster-

ling integrity and mature judgment made
him a strong and noble character. He com-
manded the respect of all with whom he came
iu contact and lived a life of signal honor
and usefulness. He was a staunch Tory in
his political allegiance and was a member of
the Presbyterian church, of which his widow
also has long been a devoted adherent. Of
the nine children Donald H., of this review,
was the seventh in order of birth.

The childhood and youth of Dorrald H.
Cameron were passed in his native province,—principally at Woodville and Orillia—and
his early educational discipline, secured in
the public schools, was effectively supple-
mented by a course of study in the collegiate

institute in the village of Orillia. It has been
consistently said that the training of a news-
paper office is tantamount to a liberal educa-
tion, and the consistency of this statement
has been exemiilified in the career of Mr.
Cameron, who instituted his association with
the "art preservative of all arts" when he
was a lad of fifteen years. He entered, at
the age noted, the office of the Orillia News
Letter, in which he sei-ved a practical ap-
prenticeship to the printer's trade and with
which he continued to be identified for five

years, after which he was employed at his
trade and as a reporter on various papers in
his native province,—principally in the city

of Toronto.
In the year 1902 Mr. Cameron came to

ilissouri and located in St. Louis, but in the
following year he established his residence in
Elvins, St. Francois county, where he as-

sumed the position of editor of the Labor
Heralel. In March, 1910, was effected a
reorganization of the controlling company
and the name of the paper was changed to

the Mining Herald, under which title it has
since been effectively conducted, with Mr.
Cameron as editor and manager. The Herald
is staunchlj' aligned in support of the prin-
ciples and policies for which the Republican
party stands sponsor, and with this party
Mr. Cameron has been actively identified

since he became a naturalized citizen of the
LTnited States, in 1908. He is a vigorous and
resourceful writer and the editorial and news
columns of the Herald amply indicate his

ability in this line. As a citizen he is liberal

and progressive, and his personal popularity
shows conclusively that he has measured up
to the demands of the metewand of objective
approbation. In April, 1911, there came
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distinctive evidence of the confidence and es-

teem reposed in him in his home community,

as he was then elected mayor of Elvins, in

which position he is giving a most careful

and progressive administration of municipal

affairs. Both he and his wife hold member-

ship in the Presbyterian church and he is

affiliated with the Independent Order of Odd
Fellows and the Knights of Pythias.

In July, 1906, was solemnized the mar-

riage of Mr. Cameron to Miss Kate Langdon,

daughter of Mrs. Mary Langdon, of Elvins,

and she is a popular factor in connection with

the social activities of her home community.

Mr. and Mrs. Cameron have no children.

Aaeon Palmer. One of the most active

and prosperous agriculturists of Dunklin

county, Aaron Palmer owns and occupies a

valuable farm in the town of Senath, where

he has won an enviable reputation as an

honest man and a good citizen, and as one

who has contributed his full quota towards

the advancement and development of one of

the richest agricultural regions of South-

eastern Missouri. A son of William and

Pamelia (Miller) Palmer, he was born in

Carroll county, Tennessee, February 4, 1845,

on the home farm.

William Palmer was born and reared in

South Carolina, but as a young man settled

in Carroll county, Tennessee, where he lived

until 1849, when he came to Missouri, locat-

ing in Stoddard county, near Bloomfield.

He was of English ancestry on both sides of

the house, as was his first wife, the mother

of the subject of this sketch. She died on the

farm near Bloomfield, in 1854, leavnig three

children, namely: Aaron Palmer; the subject

of this sketch ; and a son and a daughter that

are now living in California. William

Palmer was subsequently twice married, and
had one other child, Mrs. Martha Hays, of

Dunklin county.

Brought up in Stoddard county, Aaron
Palmer lived at home for a few years after

his father's second marriage.. At the age of

thirteen years, however, he began working
out for wages, finding employment on differ-

ent farms in Missouri and Tennes.see. In

1862, during the most excitijisr period of the

Civil war. he came to Dunklin comity with

two yoke of steers, which he drove sixty miles

in three days, his father, who liad large herds

of stock and was a southern sympathizer.

coming here for protection, as things were]

pretty warm for him in Stoddard county.

Mr. Palmer himself subsequently fought for

a few months in the Confederate ai*my, being

a member of Marmaduke's Cavalry, which
was stationed principally in Arkansas.

At the close of the conflict Mr. Palmer
came to Dunklin county in search of re-

munerative employment, having no capital

save willing hands, a courageous heart and a

strong determination to win success in the

battle of life. About four years later he had
succeeded so well in his efforts that he felt

warranted in taking unto himself a wiie. She
had some land and a few head of cattle, and
they settled near his present home. A year
or two later Mr. Palmer purchased eighty

acres of the land now included in his farm,

and in its management met with such emi-

nent success that he has since made frequent
purchases of other land, and is now owner of

eight hundred acres of laud in Dunklin
county, nearly all of which is in one body, he
being now one of the largest owners of im-

proved land in the entire county. When Mr.
Palmer located in Senath there were no roads
in the vicinity, nothing but paths, and only

one building had then been erected in the

town. The country roundabout was heavily

timbered, his first dwelling place having been
erected in the woods, and having been made
of logs, with a stick and mud chimney. At
the end of seven years Mr. Palmer traded his

original property, selling to a man at Cotton
Plant, and subsequently made another deal

with Will F. Shelton, Sr., of Kennett. He is

now occuping a large, seven-room cottage, and
on his farm has fifteen tenant houses, which
are occupied by his renters, who devote their

time and attention to the raising of the crops

common to this region. Mr. Palmer himself

doing now but little of the actual labor of

the farm.

Mr. Palmer has been twice married. He
married first, in September, 1869, Parlee

Cook, who died in 1895, leaving six children,

namel.v : Nancy ; Thomas J. ; Martha ; Charles,

living at home ; George, also at home : and
Tennie. Mr. Palmer married for his second

wife, Mrs. Rachel T. Culp, nee Hardin, a

widow with three children, namely : Henry,

Janetta and Alfred. In his political relations

Mr. Palmer is a Democrat, and religiously he

is an active and trustworthy member of the

Primitive Baptist church.
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William F. Bergmann. The uame Berg-

uami suggests eoiimiereialism to the people

)f Cape Girardeau. Not only is "William F.

3erguiaim a go-ahead business man, but his

'ather before him was a merchant. "William

mbibed business principles in his babyhood

;

le observed them in his boj'hood and he has

)racticed them in his maturity. The people

if Cape Girardeau feel that they have a pro-

)rietary interest in him, he having spent the

)est part of his life in their midst. They
lave watched his development and that of

jiis business. They have seen him grow from

peiug simply the son of his father to a man
ivho has made his own career, not being will-

ing to live on the reputation of his father,

iiowever good that might be.

I William F. Bergmann was born at Cane
pirardeau, IMissouri, August 6. 1876. His

lather, of whom mention is made on other

l)ages of this work, is William C. Bergmann.
I William Bergmann is the eldest son of his

jiarents and to him Cape Girardeau means
]iome,—the place where he was born, went to

jchool, attended the state normal school and
jvhere his parents still live and he has made
liis own home. He began his business life as

. traveling salesman in the millinery busi-

jiess, being emploj'ed by a St. Louis house.

|n 1902 he went into business for himself

i.nd has continued in the same place and
'long the same line ever since. He carries a

jarge and complete stock of groceries, dry

foods and furnishings, employing fifteen

ilerks to cany on his growing trade.

I

In June, 1902, he married Fannie Harker,

ji native of Winfield. Kansas. One daugh-
er, iladeline, was born to this union.

Mr. Bergmann is a member of the Com-
Wrcial Club of Cape Girardeau and is a

'ery active member. He belongs to the

Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks,

tanding high with the members of that or-

bnization. He is one of the most prominent
joen of the city, not only in the business

(vorld, but also in his social life. Those same
jharacteristics which have made him so suc-

lessful in a commercial way have also won
I'im friends.
I

J. Frank Meador. There is no lawyer in

I'Vayne county who has a higher standing
dian 'Sir. 'Slendor. its prosecuting attorney,

I.nd throughout his interesting career his ac-

lions have been beyond criticism—no one has
' leen able to cast any aspersions on his char-

acter cither in his private or public capacity.

Since his lirst entry into the field of law he
has set himself to run the course with single-

ness of purpose. His goal has not been a
crown of glory for himself, but the perform-
ance each day of such duties as he saw.
This coui-se he has kept without deviating to

the right or to the left. To men of such cali-

bre honors will come without being sought

—

as indeed they have to Mr. Meador—but in

his mind the satisfaction which results from
the knowledge of time well spent means much
more than the positions of honor which
have been awarded him.

jMr. Meador was born in Wayne county,

near Patterson, on the 1st day of December,
1880. James F. Meador, the father of J.

Frank, is a native of Macon county, Tennes-
see, where his birth occurred in 1842.

Grandfather Joseph ileador was a native of

Virginia, where he married Miss Luiza
Rhodes, and the young couple migrated to

Tennessee, where thej' reared their family.

In 1859 they moved to Wayne county, Mis-

souri, settled on some wdld land which they
improved and brought into a high state of

cultivation. Their son, James F. Meador,
was about seventeen years of age when he
accompanied his parents from Tennessee to

Wayne county, IMissouri ; he had acquired

all the education he ever received in the dis-

trict school in Tennessee, and on his arrival

in Wayne county he commenced farming on
the place which he now operates. He has de-

voted most of his time to agricultural pur-
suits, to the support of the Baptist church,

of which he and his wife are both members,
and to the rearing and educating of his chil-

dren. Mrs. James F. ]\Ieador's maiden name
was Anna Kinder, and she was born in

Wayne county, Missouri, in 1849 ; her par-

ents hailed from Pennsylvania and were of

German descent. Of the ten children who
were born to Mr and Mrs. James J\Ieador

eight are living, as follows: Adolph, a physi-

cian located in Iron county, Missouri ; J.

Frank Meador, the subject of this biog-

raphy ; Mannie, wife of William Atnip. of

Wayne county, Missouri ; Ninnie, married to

C. C. Ward, of Wayne county, Mis.souri;

Callie, whose husband is George Bell, of Hi-

ram, Missouri ; Luna, wife of William Chil-

ton, Bismarck, ]Missouri ; Pearl, residing in

Wayne count.v, IMissouri, with her husband,

James Biggerstoff; and Walter, at home
with his father, who is living on his farm on
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the St. Francois river, situated one mile dis-

tant from the land which Grandfather
^Jleador took iip ou his ari-ival in "Waj'ne

county.

J. Frank Meador was reared on his

father's farm and when he was old enough
he attended the district school in his neigh-

borhood, remaining there until he was six-

teen years old. He then entered the state

normal school at Cape Girardeau and after

a two years' course in this well-known insti-

tution he entered the state university at

Columbia, ^Missouri, from whose law depart-

ment he was graduated in 1901. He had not

attained his majority at the time of his grad-

uation, and was therefore not eligible to

practice, so for a few months he taught and

then took up his residence at ^Mountain

Grove, "Wright county, ilissouri, where for

eighteen months he practiced law. In 1903

he removed to Van Buren, Carter county,

:\Iissouri, remained there in legal practice

until 1905. M'heu he removed to Greenville,

ilissouri. In the fall of 1906, when he was

less than twenty-six years old, he was elected

to the office of prosecuting attorney of

Wayne county; in 1908 his record had been

so "^entirely satisfactory that he was re-

elected, and again in 1910 he was the Demo-
cratic nominee and was elected for the third

time. He is now serving his third term, and

is but thirty-one years of age.

Mr. Meador was married to Miss "Willa

Hixson on the 3rd day of August, 1902 She

is a daughter of Jerry and Elizabeth (Coie-

man) Hixson, both of whom are still living.

Mr. and ]\Irs. Meador are the parents of two

daughters,—Violet and Fern. The husband

and wife are members of the Baptist church,

where they have many friends. 'Sir.

Meador 's career so far may be characteri'-.-d

as brilliant, and inasmuch as he is a young

man, he may expect a future of still greater

prominence.

Franklin A. Wiggs, a citizen of distinc-

tive prominence and influence at Lutesville,

Missouri, is owner and editor of the well

known publication, the Lutesville Banner, a

Republican paper, whose uniisual success and

wide renown are the direct result of ^Ir.

Wiggs' well applied efforts.

A native of the state of Illinois, :\Ir. AViggs

was born in Union county, on the 2nd of Au-

gust, 1857, and he is a son of "William and

jMary E. Wiggs, both of whom are deceased'

the father having passed awaj' in 1903 and th(

mother in 1899. "William H. "Wiggs was a

native of Virginia and his wife was born ii

North Carolina, both having come to southert

Illinois in early life. The father was a

farmer by occupation and he and his wife

were the parents of eight children, of whom
the subject of this review was the first bom
Franklin A. "^'iggs passed his boyhood and
j'outh on the old homestead farm in UnioB
county, Illinois, and his preliminary educa-

tional training consisted of such advantages

as were afforded in the district schools oi

that county. At the age of seventeen years

he was matriculated as a student in Ewing
College, at Ewing, Illinois, spending the em
suing seven years in preparatory and colle-

giate work in that excellent institution. Ow.
ing to illness, however, he was unable t(

complete his course and was obliged to g(

to Colorado to recuperate. Returning to Illi

nois in 1882, he located at Ewing, where he

was engaged in the general merchandise busi-

ness until 1890. AVhile in college he hac

worked for a time in the printing office of i

Baptist paper, and thus, being somewhai
familiar with that particular line of enter

prise, he opened a job-printing o
Chester, Illinois, in 1890, continuing to con

duct the same for five or six months.
lu the latter part of 1890 Sir. "Wiggs re

moved to ilountaiu View, ^Missouri. wher«

he was unfortunate in investments, losing i,

gi'cat deal of money in the panic of 1893'

For a time thereafter he was engaged in th(

job and blank printing business at Mountaii
View and subsequently he edited the Mentn

tain View Times, achieving a fair amount o

success along these lines of enterprise.

1900 he removed his printing plant

Charleston, Missouri, where he establishec

the CJiarlesfon Star. Disposing of the lattei

publication in 1901. he bought out the plan'

of the Lutesville Banner, a Republican news
paper which boasted a "Washington hanc

press and a subscription list. ;\Ir. "Wiggs is

now the owner of a fully equipped plant

modern in all its appointments and fitt€C

out with power and type-setting machines
The Lutesville Banner has grown from a sec-j

ond rate paper to be one of the most influen'

tial newspapers in southeastern ]\Iissour

and its prestige is due entirely to ^Ir. "Wiggs

excellent management. In addition to hi'

a^
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printing plant, lie is the owner of some fine

property at Liitesville, the same including a

beautiful residence.

On the 12tli of October, 1887, at Sailor

Springs, in Clay county, ^Missouri, was sol-

emnized the marriage of Mr. Wiggs to Miss

Dean Sailor, a daughter of Thomas N. and
Rebecca J. Sailor, residents of Sailor

Springs, Illinois. This union has been

blessed with one child, William S., whose
birth occurred on the 25th of November,
1892. In religious matters the Wiggs family

^ive a loyal support to the Presbytei-ian

3hureh, of which they are devout members,
md in a fraternal way .Mr. Wiggs is a valued

md appreciative member of the local lodge

jf the ]Modern Woodmen of America. In

politics he accords a stalwart allegiance to

the principles and policies for which the Re-

publican party stands sponsor and he is ever

\m the alei't to do all in his power to ad-

i'anee the best interests of Lutesville, where
le is a man of mark in all the relations of

ife.

0. H. Storey. A wide-awake, brainy man,
possessing good business qualifications, 0. H.
Storey occupies a position of note among the

nterprising and progressive citizens of

penath, and as treasurer and general mana-
|;er of the J. il. Baird ilercantile Company
Is associated with one of the city's leading

jndustries. He was born June 22, 1888, in

NVhite county, Illinois, where he acquired an
pducation and training that well fitted him
j-'or a business career.

In 1907, ere attaining his majority. ]\Ir.

?torey secured a position as ca.sliier with the

janeer Store Company, in Senath, ^Missouri,

md was afterwards cashier for awhile in the

Bank of Senath. Leaving that position, he
erved in the same capacity at the Citizens'

Bank in Senath, until the incorporation, in

910, of the J. J\I. Baird Mercantile Com-
)any, of which he is treasurer and general

nanager. This company, of which a brief

iccount is given elsewhere in this work, in

onnection with the sketch of the late J. IM.

jBaird, was incorporated in 1910, with a cap-

tal of $30,000, and a surplus of $60,000, and
Ivith the following named officers : Jlrs. J.

1. Baird, president ; ]Mrs. O. II. Storey, vice-

)resident ; ]Miss Hettie Baird, secretary ; and
). H. Storey, treasurer and general mana-
:er. The companj- carries a stock valued at

30,000, with annual s;des amounting to up-

wards of $75,000, dealing not only in hard-

ware, agricultural implements and vehicles

of all descriptions, but in cotton, owning and
operating a finely-equipped cotton gin, and
doing a business in cotton that amounts to

about $65,000 a year.

Mr. Storey married June 30. 1909, in

Senath, Huldah C. Baird, eldest daughter of

the late James ^I. and Lucy (Douglass)

Baird, and they have one child, Ilattie Lu-
cille Storey.

Napoleon B. Watts. Success along any
line of endeavor would never be properly ap-

preciated if it came with a single eft'ort and
unaccompanied by some hardships, for it is

the knocks and bruises in life that nuike suc-

cess taste so sweet. The career of Napoleon

B. Watts, who has long maintained his home
at Fredericktown, Missouri, but accentuates

the fact that success is bound* to come to

those who join brains with ambition and are

willing to work. Jlr. Watts received but

meager educational advantages in his youth

and his early start in life was of the humblest
order. Through persistency and a fixed

determination to forge ahead, however, he

has succeeded in building up a fine success

for himself in the business world of south-

eastern ^Missouri. At the present time, in

1911, he is president of the Security Bank
at Fredericktown and in politics has figured

prominently, having been county clerk for

a period of eight years.

Napoleon B. Watts was born in ^Madison

count}', ilissouri, on the 13th of February,
1848, and he is a sou of Reuben and Naney
C. (Sites) Watts, both of whom were like-

wise liorii in Madison count.v. The paternal

grandparents of the subject of this review
were natives of Ciilpeper county, Virginia,

whence they migrated to Missouri about the

.year 1818. Captain James Watts, the grand-
father, was an officer in the war of 1812 and
he was summoned to the life eternal in 1846,

at the age of forty-eight years. He was the

owner of a tract of fine land in the south-

eastern part of ]\Iadisou county and at the

time of his demise his son Green Watts in-

herited the estate. Reuben Watts was a

^lethodist Episcopal minister and a farmer,
he having entered and improved a farm ad-

joining the old homestead, this farm now be-

ing owned by ]\Ir. N. B. Watts. He died in

Jladison county in 1876, at the age of fifty-

seven years. Naiic.v C. (Sites) Watts was
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a daughter of John Sites, who came to Mis-

soui'i in 1818. He was a prosperous farmer
in this section of the state but died in the

ante-bellum days. He was a native of North
Carolina and was descended from stanch old

German stock. ]\Irs. Watts passed to the

great beyond in ilarch, 1911, at the vener-

able age of eighty-seven years. In the ag-

natic line ^Iv. Watts, of this notice, traces

his ancestrj' to old English stock. Of the

nine children born to IMr. and Mrs. Reuben
Watts but three are living at present, namel}',

Mrs. Mary J. Whitener, of Madison county,

JMissouri ; Mrs. JMissouri C. Bess, likewise of

Madison county ; and Napoleon B., the im-

mediate subject of this review.

]\Ir. Watts passed his boyhood and youth
on the old homestead farm, his education con-

sisting of such crude advantages as were
atiforded in the schools of the localitj' and
period. xVt'the age of twenty-two years he

launched out into the business world on his

own account, engaging in the general mer-
chandise business. Subsequently he turned
his attention to farming and in 1882 was hon-

ored by his fellow men with election to the

office of county clerk, serving with the ut-

most efficiency in that capacity for a period
of eight years. In 1882 he established his

home at Fredericktown, where he has since

resided. In 1890 he became interested in

the banking business and was instrumental
in the organization of the Madison County
Bank, one of the most substantial monetary
concerns in southeastern ^Missouri. Mr.
Watts acted as cashier until 1901. The se-

curity of the bank had been previously in-

corporated with a capital stock of ten thou-

sand dollars and the original officers were

:

Val Schlesinger, president ; J. F. Anthony,
cashier. In April, 1904, the capital was in-

creased to twenty thousand dollars and the

institution reorganized as a state bank. In
January. 1901, Mr. Watts became cashier,

continuing in that office until January, 1910.

The present officers are : N. B. Watts, presi-

dent; E. II. Da}', vice i^resident; J. W. Blan-

ton, cashier ; and J. F. Glaves, assistant cash-

ier. Under the shrewd management of its

eminentl.y capable officers, the bank has pros-

pered in every connection, as shown by a

recent statement, in which the surplus and
profits amount to $4,513.38 ; the deposits,

$170,165.53; the cash on hand, $58,090.96;

and the loans and discounts, $136,587.95. In

January, 1910, Air. Watts was elected presi-

dent of the bank and ably fills that positio:

at the present time. In addition to his bank
iug interests lie has extensive farming intei

ests in iladison county, I\Iissouri, being th

owner of the fine old farm on which he Ava

born and reared.

In the j'ear 1870 was celebrated the mai
riage of Jlr. Watts to Miss Luranej^ ]

Whitener, a daughter of the late J. Q. A
Whitener, a prominent farmer and merchan
in Madison county for a number of year

prior to his death. Mr. and Mrs. Watts liav

two children, concerning whom the folloAv

ing brief data are here inserted. Duty S. i

cashier of the ilarquand Bank and he is als.

interested in farming in the vicinity of tha

place. He married Josie Hahn and the.

have five children, Ethel I., Bessie, Russel

Bryan and Charles. jMinnie is the wife o

Judge F. J. Parkin, former incumbent o

the office of presiding county judge of ilad:

son county.

In politics Mr. Watts is an uncompromis
iug supporter of the cause of the Democrati
party and as previously noted he served a

county clerk for eight years. He was a men
ber of the Fredericktown school board fo

a period of years, from 1884 to 1910, resigr

ing in the latter year. As a result of hi

enthusiastic interest in educational affair

the schools of this city have been materiall

benefitted, many of the improvements alon

that line being due to his initiative. Sociall

he is a valued member of the local Knight
of Pythias lodge and in religious matters h

is a devout member of the Congregationc

Methodist church, in the different depart

ments of whose work he is an active facto)

The beautiful Watts home is located on Co;

lege avenue, in the southwestern part of th;

town.

Martin C. Krueger. In view of the ncj

madic spirit which is gradually growing t|

animate all classes of American citizens t

move restlessly about from place to plac(

it is most gratifying to come in close touc

with one who has passed practically his er

tire life thus far in the place of his nativity

where his exemplary life has won him th

unalloyed confidence and esteem of those wh
have been familiar with his career froi

earliest youth, ilartin C. Krueger was bor

at Cape Girardeau, ^Missouri, on the 17th o

January, 1877. His father was born a

Bremen, Germany, and his mother, Elizabet
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(Schraeder) Krueger, was a jiativi; of upper

Prussia. IMr. and Mrs. Kruej^er iiiiiiiigrated

to America as young people and tiieir mar-

riage was soleinni/ed at Cape (Jirardeau,

where were born to tiieiii six eliildren—three

boys and three girls. The daughters are all

deeeased, as are also the parents, and the

three sons are now living at Cape (Jirardeau.

Martin C. Krueger is the iiniiiediate sub.jeet

of this review ; Louis Krueger is the present

able ineuiiibent of the office of clerk of the

common pleas court and on other pages of

this work appears a sketch dedicated to his

career; and tlie third sou is the present jan-

itor at the Federal Building. Tlie father was

engaged in the butcher business during a

goodly portion of his active career and at

the time of the inception of the Civil war

he served with valor and distinction as a

member of the jMis,souri Home Guards.

The rudimentary educational training of

Martin C. Jv'rueger was obtained in the

Lorimer School at Cape Girardeau and sub-

sequently he was a student in the Normal
School for a period of two years. After

leaving school he was variously engaged for

a time, eventually entering into a part-

nership alliance with ilr. Heinze, his

father-in-law, to engage in the hardware
business. A splendidly equipped establish-

ment is now conducted at Cape Girardeau,

under the firm name of Heinze & Krueger,

and the same commands an extensive and
most profitable trade. In addition to bis

business affairs ilr. Krueger is an enthusi-

astic collector of Indian relics, his collection

being one of the rarest and most complete

in this section of the country. JIo.st of his

specimens were picked up in the close vicin-

ity of this city and a number of them are

extremely valuable on account of their an-

tiquit}'. In his political convictions Mr.
Krueger is aligned as a stalwart in the ranks

of the Republican party, and while he has

never manifested aught of ambition for the

honors or emoluments of public office of any
description he was at one time incumbent
of the position of city a.ssessor, having been
in tenure of that office from 1900 to 1902.

In fraternal channels he is affiliated with

the local lodge of the Benevolent and Pro-

tective Order of Elks and he is also a valued

and appreciative member of the Sons of Vet-

erans, by reason of his father's service in

the Civil war.
On the 26th of September, 1899, was solem-
Tol. 1—41

nizcd the marriage of ilr. Krueger to Miss
Alma il(;inze, who was reared and educated
at Cai)e (Jirardeau. yim. Krueger was a
woman of rare charm and attraction and at
the time of her death, in 1901, just two years
after her marriage, her loss was deeply
mourned by a wide circle of admiring and
aU'ectionate friends. In his religious faith
Mr. Krueger is a consistent member of the
Ijutheran church, in whos<i faith he was
reared, and he is a liberal contributor to
all kinds of philanthropical work. He is a
man of broad sympathy and generous im-
pulses and as a business man and citizen is

accorded the highest regard of all with whom
he has come in contact.

Jo.sEi'ji M. BKA.SHER. Judge Brasher is a
Tennesseean by birth, and his journey
through this changing scene was begun on
March 22, 18.'>1. His parents resided on a
farm and their son grew up in that environ-
ment, early taking a responsible part in the
conduct of the home place. His parents,
John L. and Martha Davis Brasher, were in
moderato circumstances, and although they
suffered somewhat from the w-ar, they were
able to give their son a fair education for
that time. As he was more than ordinarily
apt, and was fond of reading, he made the
best possible use of such advantages as he
enjoyed.

At the age of twenty-one Mr. Brasher
came to Pemiscot county and bought a farm
near Cottonwood Point. Being a farmer of
enterprise, he .soon had acquired an estate of
three hundred and twenty acres. The Judge
still owns this large farm, although he and
his family now reside in Caruthersville.

Mr. Brasher had always been a consistent
and ardent Democrat, and before he had
been long in the county he was recognized
as one of the strong men of the party. His
interest in public affairs was always of the
sort which is concerned primarily with the
advancement of the general welfare and this

the people were quick to recognize. The
capacities in which he has ser\'ed the county
are many. For years he was a member of
the school board, and during that time he
did not merely attend the meetings and con-

sider that he had fulfilled his duty, but he
studied the needs of the schools and set him-
self to supply them wherever possible. In

1878 he was elected justice of the peace and
served for four years. At the close of this
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period he was chosen to fill the office of

judge of probate, and for another four years

he filled that office. He was then selected to

represent his district in the legislature, and

at the capital he worked zealously to carry

out the views of his constituents. In 1898

Mr. Brasher was elected district judge of

the county court, and in 1906 he was elected

presiding" judge. After four years in this

office he was again selected as candidate for

the position of probate judge and in Novem-

ber, 1910, was elected for four years.

To those who are acquainted with Judge

Brasher, this frequent selection for judicial

positions is most natural, for he has all the

ciualities which are desirable for that calling.

He is an excellent judge of evidence and also

of human nature. He is fearless in the ren-

dering of his decisions, and is scrupulously

just and impartial in all cases. Personally

he is a man of genial manners and possesses

a large share of that courtesy which we char-

acterize as being of the old school. In the

Judge's case, this manner is the expression

of a truly kind and sympathetic nature, one

which attracts and keeps friends wherever

he meets them.

In Caruthersville, the present home of the

Brasher family, the Judge is prominent in

fraternal circles. He holds membership m
the Masonic order, in the Woodmen and in

the Red Men. The family attend the Meth-

odist Episcopal church. South, of which Mrs.

Brasher is a member, the Judge being a mem-

ber of the Baptist church. Previous to her

marriage to Mr. Brasher, Mrs. Brasher was

Mrs. Mary S. Pate, of Cottonwood Point,

whose father was Judge Jesse Huffman, of

that city. Her union with Mr. Brasher oc-

curred "in 1875 and they have a family of

three daughters and one son.

Edward A. Stierberger, M. D., of Union,

Franklin county, Missouri, represents the

medical profession here and is supreme in

this field as a practitioner. Rare, indeed, is

the instance where a single physician holds

in the palm of his hand the confidence and

goodwill of an entire community, and when
such -a situation is encountered the solution

must lie in the individual himself. It is not

so far to seek. Acute in his perceptions,

widely read in his profession and skillful in

applying his acqviirements to practical use,

his value as a physician and surgeon is of

the highest character.

Dr. Stierberger is indigenous to the en-

vironment of Union. Here his birth oc-

curred on April 16, 1875, and the people to

whom he now ministers so successfully have

known him in every phase of life from baby-

hood up. His childhood training was se-

cured amidst the scenes in which he now
lives and labors. His one-time playmates
are now his patrons and the seniors of his

childhood are now his social and business com-

panions. These unbroken early attachments,

coupled with his recognized proficiency in

his profession, explain, perhaps, why Dr.

Stierberger stands alone and without a col-

league in Union.
The family to which Dr. Stierberger be-

longs was established in Franklin county by
his father, Charles R. Stierberger, who came
here from St. Louis about the year 1859. He
was of German birth, his nativity having oc-

curred in Prussia in 1824. He possessed

those fine national characteristics which make
the German nation one of America's most
desirable sources of immigration and his

business associations served to make him
widely known. When he died in 1876 he
was a man scarcely past his prime. He was
twice married. His first wife was IMiss

Elizabeth Giebler, of Union, and to them
were born the following children: The late

Charles R. Stierberger, of Union; John, who
passed away unmarried; Mrs. Emile Szy-

manski, of Union; Mrs. Amanda Brown,
wife of Postmaster Clark C. Brown, of

Union; IMrs. Clara Allersmeyer, deceased;
and Miss ilattie Stierberger, for many years
one of the teachers in the Union public

schools. After the demise of his first wife
Mr. Stierberger married Miss Lizzie Lind-

ner, who survives him, making her residence

at Union, Missouri. Her parents were Al-

bert and ]\Iarie (Kline) Lindner, and she

was born at Union, Missouri.

Dr. Stierberger, immediate subject of this

biographical record, is the only child of the

second marriage. He received his prelim-

inary education in the common schools and

is one of the many strong practical men who
have secured some of their most valuable

early impressions in a printing office. When
a young lad he secured a position in the

office of the Tribune and spent the follow-

ing five years in that field of activity, add-

ing much of value to his fund of general

information and leaving its portals better
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fortified and with greater capabilities than

when he entered it.

Tlie mind of the young fellow had been

busy with the great question of a future

voeation and it was finally solved in favor

of medicine. His first studies were pursued
under the direction of Dr. Bridgeford in

Union and he subsequently became a student

in the old JMarion Sims Jledical College in

St. Louis, which later on was to be incor-

porated in the St. Louis University. He
received his degree in 1897 and his first lo-

cation for professional work was in Sioux

City, Iowa, where for two years he had
charge of a hospital. Following this he spent

six months in Cherokee, Iowa, and a like

period in St. Louis before coming to his

home town and entering the practice here.

In 1898 he took a post-graduate course in

the institution from which he had received

his degree, it being his laudable ambition to

keep abreast of the strides in discovery made
constantly in his particular field. Since 1898

he has been occupied with his professional

duties and with unconsciously cornering the

medical business of the county seat. It will

scarcely be doubted that there is not to be

found a busier young physician in all Mis-

souri.

Dr. Stierberger holds membership in the

Franklin County Medical Society, in the

Missouri State Medical Society, and in the

American Medical Association. He is local

surgeon for the Rock Island Railway Com-
i
pany at Union and belongs to the Association

of Railway Surgeons. Nor is his activity

limited by his profession, for he has sub-

stantial business -connections, these confined

chiefly to financial investments. He is a

stockholder of both the Bank of Union and
the Citizens' Bank and is vice-president and
a director of the former.

In politics Dr. Stierberger acts with the

dominant party of Franklin county. He
asserts himself as a good citizen should when
questions of public policy come up for ad-

justment at the polls or elsewhere, but has

never manifested ambition for public office

himself. His social proclivities are such

that he finds great pleasure in his lodge re-

lations, which extend to the Knights of

Pythias, the Benevolent and Protective Order

of Elks and the Modern Woodmen. He is

unmarried.

Charles F. Bidewell. In 185-1 Henry
Bidewell came to Bollinger county from En-
gland. He acquired a farm of two hundred
and forty acres in that county and only in-

terrupted his pursuit of agriculture to fight

in the Union army. He married Lucrecia
Killion, a native of Missouri, and they had
eleven children. Charles F. is the second of

the eleven children, seven sons and four

daughters, of whom but four are living, the

two sisters being married and are now Mrs.
W. li. Hobbs, of Stoddard county, Missouri,

and Mrs. Arthur George, also of Stoddard
county. Their home farms join similarly to

those of the brothers, Charles and George
Bidewell.

Mr. Charles Bidewell was born December
9, 1871, in Bollinger county, and lived on
his father's farm until he was twenty-three

years of age. A year later his father died,

and Charles disposed of his share of the

estate to his brother George, whose life ap-
pears elsewhere in this volume.
He then bought fifty-one acres of land

near Dongola, to which he soon added two
hundred and fifty-one and a half acres. At
present he farms three hundred and two and
a half acres. On this large estate he carries

on general farming and stock raising.

Mr. Bidewell was married in 1895 to iliss

Ursula Simpkins, whose parents, Rufus and
Flora Simpkins, are natives of Indiana. Four
boys and one girl were born to Ui-sula and
Charles Bidewell, who are still living. The
daughter, Nora, was born in 1901. The
names and dates of birth of the sons are as

follows: Walter A., 1896; Ora G., 1905;
Leamon, 1908; Elvin, 1910.

A popular and public-spirited citizen, Mr.
Bidewell is a member of the Masonic order
and of the Modern Woodmen. He is a com-
municant of the General Baptist church.

While in no sense a politician, Mr. Bidewell
holds the political faith of his father and is

a Republican.

J. W. Sexton. Does Dunklin county go
a hunting, it asks J. W. Sexton to be its

master. Does it require a competent, hon-

orable man to look after its funds it elects

J. W. Sexton. Is it asked for one of its

most up-to-date farmers, J. W. Sexton is the

man it names. Are the Democrats looking

for some one to fill the office of clerk of the

county court, J. W. Sexton is the obvious
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selection. Thus in all kinds of activities in

the county Mr. Sexton is a leader.

He was born in Kennett, January 28, 1859.

His father, Lafayette Sexton, was born in

Lexington, Keutuckj', and was brought up

in Kentuckj' and jMissouri, coming to jMis-

souri with "his mother in 1840 and settling

then in Bollinger county. His father had

died in Kentucky about — . In 1858 La-

fayette and his mother came to Kennett.

She died at Hot Springs, Arkansas, whither

she had moved. Lafayette lived one mile

from Kennett, on land that he received from

the Government. He spent almost all the

rest of his life on the farm, which he used

for the purposes of stock raising. He en-

listed in the Confederate army when the

Civil war broke out and after seeing con-

siderable service came home on furlough.

During this time he was stricken with the

cholera and died October 30, 1863. Soon

after he came to Kennett, he had married

Nancy G. Evans, nee McCullough, a widow,

born in Frankfort, Kentucky. Her parents,

Benjamin W. and Mary (Glasscock) Mc-

Cullough, came to Missouri in 1832. They

settled one mile south of Kennett and ob-

tained Government grants of land. He be-

came a land owner in the county that ^yas

then known as Stoddard's county and died

on his farm at the age of fifty. His widow

survived him many years, living until she

was eighty years old. Only one of their

children is living still, William IMcCuUough,

living in Breckenridge county, Kentucky.

Nancy McCullough had married John H.

Evans when she was a young girl and had

borne him four children, Franklin, Ellen,

Callie and Kate, all of whom are dead. Jlr.

Evans was a native of Kentuckj', of Welsh

descent, but the marriage took place in Mis-

souri. After she married Lafayette Sexton

she became the mother of two children, J. W.
and R. E., the latter a merchant at Maiden,

Missouri. Mrs. Sexton had practically to

raise the six children alone, as her first hus-

band had died when his four children were

small and Mr. Sexton, too, died young. She

died in 1900, having lived a life of useful-

ness for her children. Both Mr. and Mrs.

Sexton were members of the Methodist Epis-

copal church.

When J. W. Sexton was only four years

old his father died, so that he never re-

members having had a father's care. His

mother, however, did all in her power to

take the place of both parents and in hi

turn J. W. Sexton cared for her until th(

time of her death. W^hen he was twenty
one he took charge of the farm and con

tinued a farmer for many j'ears. In 1881'

he was elected county treasurer, which office

he filled for the term of two years. At th(

expiration of his term he went back to farm
ing, devoting most of his farm to stock rais

ing. On November 2, 1910, he was electee

to the office of clerk of the circuit court^

assuming the active duties of the office Jan
uary 1, 1911. He was nominated by th

Democratic party, for which he had alway
been an active worker, in conventions anc

elsewhere. He devotes himself to his office

fulfilling the duties involved in an exemplar;

manner.
In 1885, when he was thirty-sis years old

Mr. Sexton married INIrs. Anna Floyd,

young widow in Dunklin county. She wa
the daughter of W. T. Meredith. Two chil

dren have been born to the union, Kate ani

Ruth.
Mr. Sexton is a member of the Mutual Pre

tective League and of the Modern Woodme:
of America, standing high with the member
of both those organizations. As a relie

from his strenuous duties he spends his va

cations either hunting or fishing, being a:

expert in both of these sports. Mr. Sexto:

is a thoroughly capable man and besides tha

is conscientious, a combination which car

not fail to result in success. He is very pop

ular both socially and in his business relg

tions, as he has the ability to command lov

as well as respect.

Jesse M. Elvins. With the history of S'

Francois county the name of Elvins has bee

long and prominently identified, and the sul

ject of this memoir well upheld the prestig

of the same through his sterling charaete

and large and worthy accomplishment. Th
thriving little city of Elvins, this eounti

was named in his honor and he was Ion

numbered among the influential citizens o

this favored section of the state, where h

did much to further civic and industria

progress.

Jesse JMahagan Elvins was born in S'

Francois county, on the 12th of May, 184]

and he died at his home in Doe Run, thl

county, on the 25th of April, 1910, secur.

in the high regard of all who knew hiu

He was a son of Moses and Sarah (Flar
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nigan) Elvins and a grandson of William

Elvins, who was a native of England, a clock-

maker by trade and the founder of the fam-

ily in America. In the year 1840 Moses
Elvins established his home in Farmington,

j
St. Francois county, ilissouri, and here he
continued to reside until his death. He be-

came one of the prosperous farmers of the

county and also had other interests of im-

portant order. He was a man of the most
inflexible integrity and ever commanded the

confidence and esteem of his fellow men. His
wife survived him by a nu.mber of years.

Jesse M. Elvins was reared and educated in

his native county and as a youth he served

an apprenticeship to the carpenter's trade,

to which he continued to devote his attention,

as a contractor and builder, for many years,

within which he contributed materially to

the upbuilding of various towns and villages

in the county, as did he also through his

various real-estate operations, which reached
wide scope. He had much to do with the

development of the lead industry in this dis-

trict and was the virtual founder of the pres-

ent fine little city which perpetuates his

name. He supervised the construction of

the lead mills at Bonne Terre and Doe Run
and was known as a business man of ability,

enterprise and scrupulous integrity. His
progressive policies and thorough business

methods enabled him to achieve large and
worthy success in connection with his va-

rious luidertakings, and no citizen in the
county commanded more secure vantage
ground in popular confidence and esteem.

He was signally true and loyal in all the

relations of life and his name merits an
enduring place of honor on the roster of

those who have contributed in conspicuous
measure to the development and prosperity
of his native county, within whose gracious

borders his entire life was passed. He was
aligned as a staunch supporter of the cause
of the Republican party and was admirabl.y
fortified in his opinions as to matters of

public import.

In the year 1861 was solemnized the mar-
riage of Mr. Elvins to ]\Iiss Zelma Politte, a

representative of one of the old and dis-

tinguished French families of Missouri. Mrs.
Elvins, a M'oman of most gracious and gentle

personality, was summoned to eternal rest

on the 5th of January, 1885, secure in the
affectionate regard of all who had come
within the sphere of her influence. Of the

seven children of this union three died in

infancy and Rice, the fourth in order of

birth, died in 1899. The surviving children
are Linn, William and Politte, and concern-
ing the last mentioned specific record is

given on succeeding pages of this work. The
loved wife and mother was a devout com-
municant of the Catholic church and her
life was marked by kindly words and gen-
erous deeds. On the 11th of December, 1888,

Jesse M. Elvins contracted a second mar-
riage, by his union with Miss Elizabeth IMeh-

ring, who survives him, as does also the
younger of their two children, Charles Par-
sons Elvins. The elder son, Jesse Pierce, died
at the age of five years.

Measured by its rectitude, its strength and
its definite accomplishment, the life of Jesse
M. Elvins counted for much, and his name
will be held in lasting honor in the county
which ever represented his home and the
center of his varied interests.

Hon. Politte Elvins is engaged in the

practice of law and the banking business in

the city of Elvins, St. Francois county. A
staunch and active Republican, he repre-
sented the thirteenth congressional district in

the sixty-first congress of the United States,

in which he made an admirable record and in
which he had the distinction of being the
youngest member.

Mr. Elvins was born at French Village, St.

Francois county, Missouri, on the 16th of

March, 1878, and is the youngest of the three

surviving children of Jesse M. and Zelma
(Politte) Elvins. On preceding pages of

this publication is entered a memoir to his

honored father, and the family data incor-

porated in said article are such as to render
it unnecessary to repeat the same in the
present sketch. Mr. Elvins is indebted to

the public schools of his native county for

his early educational discipline, which was
supplemented by a course in Carlton College
and the University of Missouri, at Columbia,
from which he received the degree of Bache-

lor of Laws in 1899, being forthwith admitted

to the bar.

On the 25th of November, 1901, he was
married to iliss Florence Kells, of Arcadia,

Missouri. Mr. and j\Irs. Elvins are popular

factors in the social activities of the com-

munity and their pleasant home is known
for its generous hospitalit}'.
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John H. Himmelberger. Among the men
of fine initiative and constructive powers who
are contributing materially to the industrial

and civic stability and progress of south-

eastern Missouri, a place of no slight promi-

nence must be accorded to this well known
and public-spirited citizen of Cape Girardeau,

where he is president of the Himmelberger
& Harrison Lumber Company and where he

has other capitalistic interests of important

order. Sterling character, alert and pro-

gressive ideas and marked civic loyalty and
liberality make Mr. Himmelberger a valuable

factor in the various activities of the com-

munity, and he is distinctively one of the

representative business men of the fine little

city in which he maintains his home.

A scion of staunch German stock long and
worthily identified with the history of Penn-
sylvania, Mr. Himmelberger finds a due

sense of pride in reverting to the fine old

Keystone state of the Union as the place

of his nativity. He was born at Myerstown,

Lebanon county, Pennsylvania, on the 30th

of October, 1861, and is a son of Isaac and
Catherine (Haak) Himmelberger, both of

whom were born and reared in that sturdy

old commonwealth, where the respective fam-

ilies were founded in an early day. In 1867

Isaac Himmelberger removed with his fam-

ily to Logansport, Indiana, where he owned
and operated a sawmill and was otherwise

prominently identified with the lumber busi-

ness for more than a decade. In 1879 he

came to IMissouri and established his busi-

ness at Buffington, Stoddard county, continu-

ing, however, to reside at Logansport, In-

diana, in which place he continued in the

same line of enterprise and built up a pros-

perous business. He passed the closing years

of his long and i;seful life at Logansport,

and was sixty years of age when he was
summoned to eternal rest, in July, 1900, se-

cure in the high regard of all who had known
him. His widow now maintains her home in

Logansport, and he is survived also by one

son and three daughters. The father was

a stalwart Republican in his political pro-

clivities, was a man of sincerity and strong

individually, and his religious faith was that

of the Universalist church. His widow has

long been a devoted member of the Reformed
Lutheran church.

John H. Himmelberger was a lad of six

years at the time of the family removal to

Logansport, Indiana, in which thriving little

city he gained his early educational disci-

pline by duly availing himself of the advan-
tages of the excellent public schools, in which
he completed the curriculum of the high
school. In the meanwhile he began to assist

his father in the operation of the sawmill and
other details of the lumber business, and he
thus continued after the removal to Buffing-
ton, IMissouri, at which time he was eighteen
years of age. Through this means he gained
a thorough knowledge of all details of this im-
portant line of industrial enterprise and was
well equipped for successful operations in an
independent way. In 1885 his father admitted
him to partnership, and this alliance con-
tinued about a decade, within which he won
his spurs as a practical and successful busi-

ness man of excellent constructive ability.

In 1895 he became one of the interested
principals in the organization of tlje Himmel-
berger-Luce Land & Lumber Company, at
Morehouse, New Madrid county, this state,

and he was chosen its secretary at the time
of incorporation. This company continued
operations in the lumber business and the
handling of timber lands until 190-4, when
it was succeeded by the Himmelberger &
Harrison Lumber Company, of which he has
since been president. This company is in-

corporated with a capital stock of six hun-
dred thousand dollars and its operations are
of broad scope and importance, including
the ownership of valuable timber lands and
the manufacturing of lumber through the
agency of a well equipped and thoroughly
modern plant located at IMorehouse, Missouri.
The enterprising spirit of Mr. Himmelberger
and associates was significantly manifested
in 1907, when they instituted the erection of
the Himmelberger & Harrison building, on
Broadway, in Cape Girardeau. This is a fine,

modern structure of brick and stone, is five

stories in height and is conceded to be the
finest office and bank building in the city.

Here are maintained the offices of the South-
east ilissouri Trust Company, which is one
of the substantial and popular financial in-

stitutions of this section of the state and of
which j\lr. Himmelberger is a director. It
is one of the strongest institutions of the
kind in this part of the state and bases its

operations upon a paid-up capital stock of
five hundred thousand dollars. He has been
a valued factor in the directing of the pol-
icies of this institution, of which he is vice-
president and which has done much to fur-
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ther the financial prestige of Cape Girardeau.

Mr. Ilimiiielberger is also a member of the

directorate of the Sturdivant liaiik at Cape
Girardeau and of the Bank of JMorehouse at

Morehouse, Missouri, where he still retains

other interests, and he has also identified

himself with various other enterprises in his

home city of Cape Girardeau and he stands

exemplar of the most progressive civic pol-

icies, as he is ever ready to lend his aid and
influence in the furtherance of measures and
enterprises projected for the general good of

the community. He is the president of the

Board of Supervisors of the Little River-

Drainage District. This drainage district

has for its object the draining and reclama-

tion of five hundred thousand acres of wet
and over-flowed lands in Cape Girardeau,

Scott, Stoddard, New Madrid, Pemiscot and
Dunklin counties. He enjoys unqualified

popularity in both business and social cir-

cles in his home city, and here he is affiliated

with the Benevolent and Pi-otective Order of

Elks and the Independent Order of Odd
Fellows. Both he and his wife are mem-
bers of the Presbyterian chui'ch.

January 1, 1889, marked the solemniza-

tion of the marriage of Mr. Himmelberger
to Miss Mary A. Kesling, who was bom and
reared in Cass county, Indiana, of which
Logansport is the judicial center. She is a

daughter of Oliver and Kate (Pannebaker)
Kesling, who still reside in that county,

where the father has long been a representa-
tive farmer and honored citizen. Mr. and
Mrs. Himmelberger have four children,

Harry I., Charles, John and Katharine.

George K. Williams. One of the most
widely kno'wn and most important names to

be encountered in connection with the lead
district of this part of the state is the name
of George K. Williams, of Farmingtou. Mis-
souri, who is acting superintendent for the
Potosi Mines Company, of Boston and New
York, with mines located at Leadwood. He
also served under two gubernatorial adminis-
trations as state mine inspector, his thorough
knowledge of mining making him a man ad-
mirably incumbent of the office which in a

state of such vast mineral resources of ilis-

souri is an important one.

Previous to his present association, ilr.

Williams was for fifteen years with the Doe
Run Lead Company, and it was his portion
fairly to grow up in an atmosphere of mines

and mining, for his father was a man of im-
portance in tlie field. That gentleman,
George ;\I. Williams, was born in St. Francois
county, March 4. 18.30. He early became a
miner and driller and posses.ses "the distinc-
tion of being the first man to do drilling at
Bonne Terre with a churn drill, the same
striking disseminated lead ore.

St. Francois county was the .scene of the
birth of George K. Williams, and the date
of his advent on this mundane sphere was
September 9, 1864. He received his educa-
tion in the schools at Bonne Terre, and, fin-

ishing the school at the age of seventeen
years, he entered upon his career in some
comparatively unimportant capacity in the
mines. In a short time he accepted a posi-
tion with the Doe Run Lead Company, at Doe
Run, ]\Iissouri, and was sent to the Flat
River district with the first prospecting dia-
mond drill to Flat River, and struck the first

deep disseminated lead ore that was struck
in the Flat River district. This being at the
depth of four hundred feet.

The greater part of ilr. Williams' connec-
tion with the Doe Run Lead Company was
in the Diamond drill department. He was
appointed state mine inspector by Governor
A. M. Dockery, governor of the State of Mis-
souri, in 1901, and was re-appointed in 1905
to that office by Governor Joseph W. Folk,
holding the position until Februai\v 15, 1909.
and in the eight years in which he had min-
ing affairs in the state in his hands and un-
der his supervision he proved himself with-
out possibility of doubt to be the right man
for the place, knowing the mining situation
as it is given to few to know it and possess
it,—splendid judgment in addition.

In December, 1910, he and his associates

took up the Jacob Day land which was lo-

cated in the Leadwood district, consisting of
three hundred and fifty-seven acres, and sold
it to Boston and New York capitalists. The
propert.v was tested with a diamond drill and
a shaft is being sunk near the center of the
property, and is called the Alma Shaft, be-

ing named after his daughter, ilr. Williams,
who is superintendent of the Boston and New
York Companj', is, of course, directing the
work.

Mr. Williams married in 1897 ^liss Bar-
bara Adams, of Irondale, Missouri. She is

the daughter of Richard Adams, superin-
tendent of the Old Irondale Company, ilr.

and ]Mrs. Williams have two sons and one
daughter—Naive, Alma and Richard,—thus
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sharing their delightful home with a trio of

young people.

Mr. Williams is Democratic in politics, giv-

ing heart and hand to men and measures.
He and his family attend the Methodist
Episcopal church, South, and he exemplifies

in his daily living the fine principles promul-
gated by the Masonic Lodge, in which he is

entitled to wear the white-plumed helmet of

the Knight Templar.

Dr. John F. Wagner, a progressive young
medical practitioner of Greenville, Wayne
county, is a son of the widely known edu-

cator. Professor L. M. Wagner. The father

was born in AVashiugton county, Tennessee,

on the 1st of April, 1851, and received a

theological education at Mosheim College, one
of the first institutions of higher learning

established in that state east of the Alle-

ghany mountains. Soon after his gradua-
tion he commenced preaching in ^Missouri

under the auspices of the Lutheran sj'nod.

At the same time, in order to eke out a live-

lihood, he taught school, most of this work
in that state being in connection with va-

rious parochial institutions connected with
his church.

Professor Wagner first came to Missouri
in 1877, locating in the northern part of

what is now Cascade, Wayne countj-, where
he founded Concordia College, in which so

many of the professional men of that sec-

tion of the state have received the earh'
literary training which fitted them to assume
the higher courses of their education. While
conducting that select institution Professor
Wagner also preached to many scattering
charges and those without regular pastors.
He was thus busily and worthilj' employed
until 1909, when he retired from professional
work altogether and entered the emploj' of
the Williamsville, Greenville & St. Louis
Railroad at Cascade, his present occupation.
The Professor also cultivates and operates
a farm, and has been serving on the local

Board of Education since 1900. He had
previously been a member of the County
Board of School Commissioners for three
terms, and there has never been a time since
he became a resident of Wa.vne county that
he has failed to show his unbounded interest
in her educational progress, or that her peo-
ple have failed to show their faith in his
ability and high-minded motives. His wife
(formerly ^Jliss Emma Whitener) is also liv-

ing and highly respected as an intelligent and
lovable woman. Of their nine children, the

following seven are living: Virda, now the
wife of Zark Souderman; John F., of this

biography; Effie, who became Mrs. William
E. Pabor, of Fredericktown, Jlissouri ; Harry,
a citizen of Cape Girardeau ; and Otto, Gus
and Irving, still living at home.
John F. Wagner was born at Gravelton.

Wayne county, on the 20th of December.
1882 ; was reared on the family homestead

;

educated in his preparatory' courses at Ins

father's school (Concordia College), and in

1902 was matriculated at the American iled-

ical College, St. Louis, from which he grad-

uated in 1906. He established himself in

practice at Cascade in 1906, but finally located

at Greenville, where he has founded a sub-

stantial and a high-grade professional busi-

ness. He continues the family tendencies in

his adhesion to the Lutheran church, as well

as in his general support of Democratic
principles and policies. His professional

relations are with the Missouri EcleetiL-

Medical Societ.y and the National Eleetir

Medical Association, and his fraternal con-

nections are with the Slodern Woodmen of

America.
Dr. Wagner was married, March 7, 1911.

to J\Iiss Stella Rhodes, born in Greenville.

a daughter of John F. and Sarah (McGhee :

Rhodes, who have spent their lives here.

Jlr. Rhodes has filled nearly all county offices,

including that of Representative, and owns
a fine farm near Greenville, ^Missouri.

Jesse A. ]McGlothlin, the present circuit

clerk and county recorder of Bollinger

county, ilissouri, is a man whose position as

one in whom all who know him impose im-

plicit trust, and whose name has come to he

synonymous with progressive enterprise,

makes it impossible to omit his name from
any record of the histor.y of Southeastern
^lissouri. He was born in Reynolds county
on his father's farm, ]\Iarch 10, 1869. His
father, Joseph JMcGlothlin, was a native

Hoosier, while his mother, prior to her mar-
riage Miss Louisa Allison, was born in the

state of Tennessee. In 1879 the family
moved to Wayne county, this state, and there

Jesse A. McGlothlin lived until his twentieth

year. His early education he obtained in

the district schools of the locality, meantime
being a willing assistant in the various duties

of the home farm.
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At eighteen Jesse McGlothlin inaugurated

his independent career as a school-master,

!his tirst school being in Carter county. In

[Wayne, Bollinger and iladison counties he

Has known as a leading member of the

pedagogic profession. He augmented his

sarly education during his teaching career by
attendance at Concordia College at Gravetta,

[and also at Hales College in Wayne county
for two years.

In 1S99 McGlothlin became interested in

the mercantile business, and he entered a

dry-goods store at Glen Allen, in which es-

tablishment he remained until 1906. After
seven years he left Berry's employ and was
jelected in that .year, on the Republican ticket,

|to the offices of circuit clerk and county
irecorder for a term of four years. So effi-

cient and honorable was the record of his

first term's service that he was re-elected to

the same otifice, and he is now serving his sec-

ond terra.

Mr. McGlothlin 's active interest in edu-
[eational matters has never wavered, and he
|is now wielding his influence for what is best

in that field as a member and secretary of

the board of directors of Mayfield College.

The old Snyder farm of seventy-one acres

adjoining the municipality of Marble Hill
is now in Mr. IMcGlothlin 's possession, and
is prospering under his management.
On October 7, 1894, was solemnized the

marriage of Mr. McGlothlin, the lady of his

choice being Miss Dora L. Rhodes. She was
born and reared in Bollinger county, the
daughter of Robert and Georgia (Floyd)
Rhodes, prominent residents of that county.
Pour children have been born to the union
of ilr. and Mrs. JMcGlothlin. namely : IMaud,
born in 1895; Helen, born in 1897; Lee A.,

born in 1901 ; and Jesse Robert, born in
1910. In their religious affiliation, the ilc-

Glothlin family are identified with Baptist
church. Fraternally IMr. McGlothlin is a
member of that historic order, the Ancient
Free and Accepted Masons, and belongs to

both the Independent Order of Odd Fellows
and the Modern Woodmen of America.

Captain W. I. BIcDah^iel. A venerable and
respected resident of Senath, Captain W. I.

McDaniel, now living with his son, C. P. Mc-
Daniel, of whom a brief personal account is

given elsewhere in this Avork, fought bravely
in defense of the Confederacy during the
Civil war, and now bears upon his body a

sear which resulted from a wound received

on the field of battle. A native of Tennessee,

he was born November 14, 1827, in Sumner
county, but as an infant was taken by his

parents to Natchez, ]\lississippi, where he
lived until six years of age.

Returning to Obion county, West Tennes-
see, in 1834, he continued his residence there

for nearly forty years, serving in the mean-
time for awhile as captain of a company of

State Jlilitia, having been commissioned by
Isham G. Harris, war-Governor of Tennes-
see. On September 9, 1861, he enlisted Jis

a private in the Thirty-third Tennessee
Regiment, of which he was elected first ser-

geant. After the liattle of Ferryville Cap-
tain McDaniel was promoted to the rank of

second lieutenant, and subsequently, at Shel-

byville, Tennessee, was chosen as the bravest

man of his company, owing to an order is-

sued by the Confederate Congress that each
and every company in that division should

elect or appoint the bravest man in the com-
pany. At ^Missionary Ridge, while serving

as second lieutenant, he had charge of his

company, as he had had much of the time
during his enlistment, even at the battle of

Chickamauga leading his company. He was
subsequently confined in the hospital four
months, and on rejoining his regiment as-

sumed the same position, and held it until

the close of the war, having command of

Company D. The Captain saw man}- hard-
fought engagements, at Shiloh twenty-one of

the sixty-six men of which he had command
being either killed or wounded. At the en-

gagement at Franklin, Tennessee, Captain
McDaniel received a severe wound from a

bayonet, and still carries the sear that

ensued. He was often detailed on special

duty with squads of men of whom he had
charge, serving under different commanders,
including General Clark, who was afterwards
governor of Mississippi; Brigadier General
A. P. Stewart ; and under General Strahl,

who lost his life at the battle of Franklin.
The brigade to which the Captain belonged
assisted in protecting the rear of Hill's army
on its retreat from the battle of Nashville,

keeping up a constant light with the enemy.
He subsequently surrendered at Raleigh,
North Carolina, with Johnston's men, and
there took the oath of allegiance.

After his surrender Captain ]\IcDaniel

returned to his old home in western Tennes-
see, which he had visited but twice during
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the entire war. Hig good wife, however, had
visited him after the battle of Stone River,

having ridden on horseback one hundred and
fifty miles to do so, carrying a young child

with her, crossing several rapid streams and
fording some, and after meeting the enemy
in the road riding straight through the Fed-
eral lines.

Coming to Dunklin county, ^Missouri, in

1870, Captain McDaniel resided at Clark-

ton for six years. jMoving then to Texas, he
was for several years emploj'ed as a builder

and a painter in Frio county. At a recent

reunion in Little Rock, Arkansas, the Cap-
tain was there met by his son, C. P. McDaniel,
who brought him to Senath, and he is now
spending the closing years of his long and
useful life with this son.

C. P. McDaniel. The wide-awake, busy
little town of Senath owes its strong vitality

and its great popularity to the enterprise

and active spirit of its broad-minded and
keen-sighted business men, who are putting

forth practical efforts to aid its growth in

every line of industry. Prominent among
the number thus employed is C. P. ^McDaniel,

the leading furniture dealer and undertaker
of this part of Dunklin county. He was
born April 30, 1851, in Fulton county, Ken-
tucky, but was taken to Obion county.

Tennessee, when but a year old, and resided

there until 1869, when he made his way to

Dunklin county, Missouri, which seemed to

offer special inducements to a young man of

vim and energ^y, being in the center of a rich

and highly productive country.

Locating in Clarkton, I\Ir. McDaniel there

followed his trade of a blacksmith for nearly

thirty years. Coming from there to Senath
in 1897, he was here not only the "Village
Blacksmith" for six years, but was also suc-

cessfully engaged in the undertaking busi-

ness. Giving up his smithy in 190-3. ]\Ir. Mc-
Daniel has since built up a substantial trade

as a dealer in furniture, having gained an
extensive and lucrative patronage in Senath
and vicinity, his s.ystematic and iipright

methods attracting customers from all parts

of the county. This business he is carrying

on successfully in connection with under-
taking, in both lines being well patronized.

]Mr. McDaniel has been twice married. He
married first, at LTnion Cit}', Tennessee,

Ozella B. Starrett, of Dunklin county, ]Mis-

souri, a daughter of Robert C. Starrett, an

early settler of Clarkton. She died at Cla^
ton, Missouri, in 1894, after twenty yell
of happy married life, having four childr|
namely: Florence E., wife of F. E.
liams, of Maiden, Mis.souri; Edna May, wil
of Alexander T. Douglass, of Senath ; Cla
Ann, of Senath ; and Arthur S., who is e

gaged in business with his father. Mr. M
Daniel married in 1900, in Senath, Huldi
C. Douglass, an aunt of Robert Sidney Dou
lass, editor of this work, and a sister of Re
Robert Douglass, pastor of the Bapti
church at Senath.

Mr. McDaniel is not identified with ai

political organization, but takes an actr
interest in the advancement of local affaii

Fraternally he is a member of the Indepen
ent Order of Odd Fellows. He is a memb
of the Baptist church, to which Mrs. McDani
also belongs, and in which she is and has ev
been an active worker, even as a young gi

having taken a great interest in tlae Sundi
school work. She attends the Baptist Ass
elation meetings, in which she is frequent;

an earnest speaker. A stanch advocate
teinperance, Mrs. ilcDaniel at one time a'

dressed the court on the matter of local o'

tion, presenting a remonstrance so effective

that she carried her point without the a

sistance of an attorney.

;Mr. McDaniel is a son of Captain W. I. M
Daniel, a venerable and highly esteemed res

dent of Senath, of whom a brief biographic
sketch precedes this.

Robert A. Anthony. Among the distin

tively prominent lawyers and jurists of tl

state of ^Missouri, none is more splendid
equipped for the work of his profession the

Judge Robert A. Anthony, whose home- ar

business headquarters are at Fredericktow
Missouri. Throughout his career as a di

tinguished attorney and well fortified eou:

selor he has, by reason of unimpeachab
conduct and close observance of the unwri
ten code of professional ethics, gained the a
miration and respect of his fellow practitioj

ers, in addition to which he commands a hi^

place in the confidence and esteem of his f(

low citizens. He has served as judge of tl

Tweuty-seventh judicial circuit of Missou
and for four years was prosecuting attorne

for Madison count.v.

A native of the Lone Star state, Jud^
Anthony was born in Kaufman county, Texa
the date of his birth being the 10th of Marc'
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1859. He is a son of Patrick Henry and
Elizabeth (Matthews) Anthony, lioth of whom
were born and reared in Madison eounty,

Missouri. The father was born in 1826 and
he died at Frederiektown in 1878. He was
a farmer and millwright by occupation and
at the time of his demise was the owner of

considerable vahxable farming- property. He
resided in Texas from 1854 until 1865, and
in that state was an extensive i^lantation and
slave owner. He lost heavily during- the

Civil war and shortly after the close of that

sangiiinary struggle returned to Alissouri,

where he operated saw and grist mills for

a number of years. His father was Samuel
Anthony, who came to ^Missouri from Ten-
nes.see in 1816. Samuel Anthony was a
farmer and he reared to maturity a large

family of children, a number of whose de-

scendants reside in Texas and Missouri. Pat-

rick H. Anthony was one of the forty-niners

who made the perilous overland journey to

California, where he was fairly successful

in his mining ventures. Elizabeth (Mat-
thews) Anthony, mother of the Judge, was'

born in Madison county, Missouri, as already
noted, and she was descended from stanch
French stock, her mother having been a Jliss

Tesreau. She died in 1890, at the age of

fifty-four years. Her father was Samuel C.

Matthews, a farmer in Madison eounty dur-
ing the greater part of his active career:

He died in 1861. Mr. and Mrs. Anthony
were devout communicants of the Catholic

church, in the w'ork of which denomination
they were most active factors and in whose
faith they reared their children.

Judge Anthony was a child of seven years
of age at the time of his parents' return to

Madison county, Missouri, to the public

schools of which place he is indebted for

his early educational ti'aining. As a young
man he read law under the able preceptor-
ship of Judge Fox, at Fredericktown, and
he was admitted to the bar in 1884. He
initiated the active practice of his profession
in this place and for a number of years was
associated in the practice of law with Emmet
Williams, now of the Bankers Trust Com-
pany, of St. Louis. He was also associated

in law work with H. Clay Marsh, who is now
a farmer in ]\Iadison county. At the pres-

ent time Judge Anthony is a member of the

well known law firm of Anthony & Davis,

the same being assistant attorneys for the

Missouri Pacific Railroad Company, repre-

senting that concern in seven counties in

southeastern I\Iissouri.

In i\Iarch, 1905, Judge Anthony was ap-
pointed, by the Supreme Court of Jlissouri,

as commissioner to take testimony and try

the case of the state of Missouri versus the

Standard Oil Company of Indiana, the

Waters-Pierce Oil Company of ^Missouri and
the Republic Oil Company of New York,
the charge being a combination, conspiracy
or trust to monopolize and control the oil

bvisiness iii the state of ili.ssouri. After some
two years' investigation of the case in the

states of Missouri, Oklahoma, Iowa, Ohio,
New York and Illinois, Judge Anthony held
the companies above named to be guilty and
so reported the case to the Supreme Court
of the state, which affirmed and adopted that

decision. The report and opinion covered
over three liundred pages in book form and
showed judicious foresight and remarkable
knowledge of the science of jurisprudence
on the part of Judge Anthony. It is con-

ceded to be one of tlie most important cases

ever taken up in Missouri. The prosecution

w'as instituted by the then attorney general

of Missouri the present Governor Iladley.

Judge Anthony was appointed, in 1902, by
Governor Dockery, as circuit judge of the

Twenty-seventh Judicial Circuit of Missouri,

to fill out the unexpired term of Judge James
D. Fox. He served as circuit judge for a

period of two years and from 1886 to 1890

lie was prosecuting attorney for jMadison

county. He has always been aligned as a

stalwart in the ranks of the Democratic party,

in the local councils of which he has been an
active and zealous worker. He is affiliated

with a number of professional and fraternal

organizations of representative character and
in all the relations of life has so conducted
himself as to be popular with all classes of

people. He is possessed of a cheery, kindly

disposition and is intensely religious.

In 1888 was solemnized the marriage of

Judge Anthony to Miss Jennie Wiley, who
was born in Peoria, Illinois, whence she ac-

companied her parents to Madison county,

]\Iis.souri, at the age of fifteen years. For
some time prior to her marriage she was a

popular and successful teacher in the public

schools of Madison county. She is a -woman
of gracious personality and is deeply be-

loved by all with whom she has come in con-

tact. Judge and Mrs. Anthony have no chil-

dren. Thev are communicants of the St.
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Michaels Catholic church, at Fredericktown,

this mission having: been established at a

very early day. It did not become a reg-ular

pastorate until 1830, however. At the pres-

ent time the church has a membership of

one hundred and fifty Catholic families and
in addition to a fine church it also has two
good school buildings, a pastor's residence

and a home for the Sisters, who conduct the

school. The present pastor is Rev. Father
SlcCartney.

Louis Stein, actively identified w-ith mill-

ing interests in Southeastern ^Missouri, makes
his home at Cape Girardeau, Avhere he is

general manager of the Cape City Mills. He
is deeply interested in community affairs

and his efforts have also been a potent ele-

ment in the business progress of this section

of the state. He has with ready recognition

of opportunity directed his labors into va-

rious fields wherein he has achieved success,

and at the same time has promoted a busi-

ness enterprise that has proved of more than
local value. In 1911 he was given proof of

the high regard of his fellow citizens in that

he was then elected city treasurer of Cape
Girardeau, an office he is filling wath the

utmost credit to himself and his constituents.

Louis Stein is a native of Cape Girardeau,

where his birth occurred on the 12th of Au-
gust. 1864. and he is a son of Christian and
Margaret (Mertz) Stein, both of whom were
born and reared in Germany, where was cele-

brated their marriage and whence they im-

migrated to the United States in the year
1859. Settlement was first made at New
Orleans, where the family home was main-
tained for one year, at the expiration of

which removal w-as made to a more northern
section on account of Yellow fever epidemic.

Coming to Missouri, the father settled at

Commerce, where he entered the employ of

James Whitelaw, a prominent miller in that

place. Three j'ears later, in 1863, the fam-
ily located at Cape Girardeau, where Mr.
Stein began to work for G. C. Thelineus, in

the flour-mill business. His cherished and
devoted wife passed away in 1892, but Mr.
Stein is still living. 1911. The.v were the

parents of seven children, six boys and one
girl, of Avhom Louis was the fifth in order
of birth.

In the German school at Cape Girardeau
Louis Stein received his early educational

training and this discipline was later sup-

plemented by a course of study in the normal
school. When eighteen years of age he en-

tered the employ of the F. Fiedemann Com-
pany, at Jackson, jMissouri, as miller. Four
years later he was proffered and accepted a

position as expert miller for the Barnard &
Leas Manufacturing Company, at iloline,

Illinois. In 1887 he assumed charge of all

the mills of the Cape County jMilling Com-
pany and three j'ears later he came to Cape
Girardeau, where he has since resided and
where, in 1897, he organized the Cape City
ilills, of which he is now in charge. He is

a business man of splendid ability and
his success in his chosen line of work has been
on a parity with his own well directed en-

deavors. In his political affiliations he is a
stanch advocate of the cause of the Democratic
party, in the local councils of which he is a

most active factor. In 1905 he was elected a

member of the city council and he served in

that capacity for a period of two years dur-
ing Mayor Whitelaw's administration. In
1911 he made the race for and was elected city

treasurer, meeting with practically no opposi-

tion. He is showing himself a capable ad-

ministrator of the fiscal affairs of the city and
in this connection is giving the utmost satis-

faction to his constituents. JMr. Stein is a

charter member of the Commercial Club of

Cape Girardeau and he is also a valued and
appreciative member of the organization

known as the Sons of Veterans, being eligible

for representation therein by reason of his i

father's service in the Civil war. In a fra- i

ternal way he is connected with the jModern

Woodmen of America, the Ancient Order of

United Workmen and the Knights and Ladies
i

of Security. His religious faith is in harmony i

with the tenets of the Presbyterian church, in J

which he is president of the board of deacons.

In the year 1886 was solemnized the mar-

riage of Mr. Stein to Miss Marguerite Bar-

rett, who was reared and educated at Cairo,

Illinois. To this union have been born three

children, whose names are here entered in re-

spective order of birth.—Harve.v. Carroll and
^Marguerite.—all of whom remain at the pa-

rental home. The Stein family are well

known and popular in the best social circles of

Cape Girardeau and here the.v are accorded

the unalloyed confidence and esteem of their

fellow citizens.

Barbeau Andrew Roy is one of the strong,

practical men who have had a helpful expe-
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ji-ienee in that popular and immensely valu-

iible educational institution known as jour-

laalism. Beginning life as a teacher, in 1890

he came to Bonne Terre and entered the

Newspaper field, eventually becoming editor

luf the Bonne Terre Register, and probably

Iqo one factor has been as potent as his influ-

lence through the eloquent columns of his

Ipaper in changing the county from Demo-
Icratic to Republican. After eighteen years

he abandoned the Fourth Estate and became
ill -lanuary, 1910, postmaster of the city, the

joffiee now being one of the four largest in

Southeastern Missouri.
' Mr. Roy's father, Ferdinand A. Roy, was
iborn in Prairie du Rocher, Randolph county,

'Illinois, June 5, 1817. He came to Missouri

in 1844, when a young man, and was em-
'ployed by a Mr. Deloge, of Potosi, Missouri,

lin his mercantile business. In the early '50s

|he removed to Sainte Genevieve county,

jwhere he went into a business association

Iwith Francis A. Rozier, in the line of mer-

ichandise, and later embarked independently

|in the same business, carrying it on for some
time, including the Civil war period. He
[was a man held in respect and confidence,

I

and after retiring from business his useful-

Iness was by no means at an end and he held

; several offices, being county judge and for

j

fifteen years justice of the peace. The last

I years of his life were passed with his daugh-

Iter, ilrs. Joseph Flynn, of Cape Girardeau,

I

Missouri, the date of his death being Febru-

'ary 18, 1898. He was married at about the

'age of thirty-two years to Rosine Goin and

i
ten children were born to them, only two be-

I ing alive at the present time, namely : Ferdi-

I

nand Roy, Jr., of Prairie du Rocher, and the

I
subject. The church of this well-remem-

bered gentleman was the Catholic and in

politics, unlike his son, he was a stanch

Democrat.
i Barbeau Andrew Roy was born November
! 25, 1866, in Sainte Genevieve, Missouri, and

j

within its pleasant boundaries he passed his

I early life. He received his education in the

j

common and high schools and after finishing

I

such advantages as they had to offer he

I taught school for a time in Sainte Genevieve
I eoianty and then went on to South Dakota,
I where he engaged in the mercantile business.

I

In 1890 he came to Bonne Terre and here en-

i tered into the newspaper bxisiness with his

j
hrother-in-law, Joseph Flynn. the two gentle-

I

men editing and publishing the Bonne Terre

1
Democrat. In the fall Mr. Roy bought out

the interests of ilr. Flynn and continued in

publication of the paper alone until 1893,
when he bought the Bonne Terre Itegislcr

and consolidated the two papers under the
name of the Register, the policy of the sheet
being Republican. He continued in com-
mand until ilay, 1908, when he sold the Reg-
ister to ]\Ir. George Stanfill. He proved him-
self a talented and influential editor and the
Register flourished under his regime. After
quitting the newspaper field, Mr. Roy en-

tered for a time the accounting department
of the Mississippi River & Bonne Terre Rail-

road, where he remained until he was ap-

pointed postmaster in January, 1910, and
which ofSce he holds at the present time.

The postofSce has made rapid and definite

strides, for it was but a short time ago third

class. In July, 1910, six months after

]\Ir. Roy became its head, the office was
entered as second class and it is now one of

the four largest offices in Southeastern Jlis-

souri. Mr. Roy, as all are ready to agree,

has ever discharged its duties with prompt-
ness and fidelity.

J\lr. Roy was married on the 20th day of

January, 1897, to Onna G. Thomure, of

Bonne Ten-e, and their happy and congenial

union has been blessed by the birth of two
children, namely : Edgar L. and Lncian T.

^Ir. and ]\Irs. Roy are communicants of the

Catholic church and the head of the house
is affiliated with the Knights of Columbus,
of which he holds the important office of

state secretary. He is also a member of the

Commercial Club and stands as a thoroughly
helpful and public spirited member of

society.

Henry C. Vossbrink is the efficient recorder

of Franklin county, in Boone township of

which his birth occurred November 25, 1872.

His father, John H. Vossbrink, was born in

Hanover, Germany, and came to the United

States as a youth in 1845, locating in St. Louis,

where he completed his trade as a tailor and
then engaged as clerk in a furniture store,

spending eleven years of his early manhood in

St. Louis. He was born in 1830 and was un-

der thirty years of age when he came out to

Franklin county. Here he abandoned his

ti-ade and adopted as his own the grreat basic

industry, engaged in the wholesale cultiva-

tion of wheat and succeeded in building up a

splendid estate. He is now a resident of the

community of Gerald.

John H. Vossbrink has given a graphic illus-
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tration of what industry and perserverance
can accomplish upon the farm. The aim of his

life has been the achievement of financial in-

dependence, and while this has been in process

of accomplishment, he has infused habits of

industry and thrift into the younger genera-

tion of his household. He has kept away from
politics, except in the capacity of the voter,

and as such is aligned in harmony with the

Republican party. He married Wilhelmina
Keller, who survives, and the issue of their

union are as follows : Louis H. ; Edward C.

;

Julia C, wife of Julius Wulfert; Emma E.,

who married Dr. A. T. Kessler ; John "W.

;

William H. ; Henry C. ; George H. ; Julius A.

;

and Minnie A., now Mrs. W. H. Liustrom-
berg.

Henry C. Vossbrink was educated in the

public school and is an excellent German stu-

dent, having acquired the parental tongue
with unusual aptitude. At the age of eighteen

j'ears he began his career as a business man by
forming a partnership with one of his

brothers at Shotwell, near the family home.
They established a thriving mercantile busi-

ness and continued the same for four years.

A change in conditions caused him to seek em-
ployment in St. Louis and he spent eighteen

months there as a street car conductor. Sub-
sequently he spent a period engaged in the

retail liquor business at St. Louis and after

spending a few months as a clerk in Sullivan

he associated himself with a brother in Tolo-

na, Missouri, and there spent a year. Fol-

lowing this he spent nine months at Shotwell

engaged in clerking and then went to "Wash-

ington, Missouri, where he tended bar for two
years. He passed the next twelve years as

Ijartender for Kramolowski in Union and
terminated it when he assumed the office of

recorder in 1911.

ilr. Vossl)rink was reared to loyalty to the

principles of what its admirers call "The
Grand Old Party," and his residence at sev-

eral points in Franklin county gave him an
unusually large acquaintance and an enthusi-

astic one, so that when he became a candidate

for office, support came to him from many
sources. He made the race before the primary
against five competitors and distanced them
all for the nomination, winning the election

from his Democratic opponent by better than
the party vote. He is making a record as a

popular official.

Mr. Vossbrink is one of the directors of the

Bank of Union ; is interested in the Helling
Manufacturing Company and was its secre-

tary and treasurer for more than three years.

He is also a stockholder in the National Cob
Pipe Works of Union and is an important fig-

ure in the Masonic Blue Lodge and the Mod-
ern Woodmen.
On January 27, 1900, Mr. Vossbrink mar-

ried in Union Miss Ida E. Gehlei't, daughter
of an old settler of Franklin county, Louis H.
Gehlert, who was of German blood and birth.

Mr. and Mrs. Vossbrink share their delightful

home with a daughter and son, namely: Meta
W. and J. Henry.

Felix G. Lambert. In the forefront of the

enterprising group of citizens whose efforts;

have established and maintained the progress

and prosperity of Bollinger comity stands

Felix G. Lambert. He practically built Don-
gola, and though that is perhaps his most
notable achievement it is by no means his

only one. He was born November 13, 1847.

in Cape Girardeau county, ilissouri, and
both of his parents were natives of Missouri.

His father, Ira B. Lambert, died when Feli.x

G. was but two j'ears old, in the year 1849.

After this sad event the mother, Polly Lam-
bert, moved to Cape Girardeau county, where
she had inlierited about two hundred acres

of land. Here she later married Brazilus

Estes. Her death occurred in 1865, when Mr.

Lambert was but eighteen years old. Up to

this time he had followed the usual course of

the sons of that generation, assisting in tlb-

farm work and attending the district school.

The .vear after his mother's death Mr.
Lambert started out to work for himself.

Though young, he was a keen business man
and one who had the genius for management,
which is largely the ability to work hard and

look after details. He bought a grist mill in

Cape Girardeau county, which he ran for

twelve j'ears and developed into a most profit-

able business. After selling this mill j\Ii'.

Lambert bought one hundred and sixty acres

of land in Bollinger county. He continued

to add to his farm acreage until he is now
farming two Imndred and twenty acres.

Both stock raising and general farming en-

gage his attention.

In 1882 he came to his farm near Dongohi.

which at that time was a settlement of one

hoiise. Since that date the history of thi'

town has been mo.stlv of his making. His first

contribution to the industrial resoiirces of the

village was a saw mill. With this start, tln'

town sprang up and has continued to grow

steadily. Mr. Lambert's enterprises did not
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ud with the saw-mill. He built a pUmiug
uill ;iiul a grist mill, both of which attracted

sii'aljle citizens to the town and increased
Is \aliie as a place of residence and as a busi-

Mss centre.

I

Though pre-eminently a business man, Mr.
Lambert is a citizen who takes the liveliest in-

'eri st in all public questions, and one who is

ciiily to fulfill all duties whether of public
ir [irivate import. Of this he has given evi-

Icii'-e by his twelve years' service in the of-

ii( s of the county. He was eight j'ears jus-

ice of the peace and four years public admin-
strator. In politics he is a Democrat, and is

•egarded as a most influential member of his

)arty, because of those qualities which make
his eminence in all things in which he

hl; Miles.

.Ml'. Lambert has been married three times.

lis lirst wife was Levina Mayfield, daughter
if Mlisha Mayfield, a native of iIis.souri. She
bed in 1879, leaving a son, Shelby, three

'ears old. Mr. Lambert was later united to

\nianda Plummer, daughter of George Plum-
iier, born in Ohio. Her son. Grover Cleve-

and Lambert, was born in 1886. He is now
iiairied to a daughter of Missouri, whose
iiaiden name was May Zimmerman. Amanda
'lummer Lambert died in 1888. Mr. Lam-
K It s third wife was Mrs.' Sarah V. Brown,
111' Smith, a Kentuckian by birth. She
instill to her reward in 1909.

liiiiN H. Bradley was born near Senath,

"biiiklin count.Y, ]\Iisso\iri. His parents were
^eiilieu and Anna Aletha (Myracle) Brad-

ey. Reuben was born near Vincit, in Dunk-
in county, January 7, 1847, and when
le was very small both of his parents died.

When he was seventeen .vears old he enlisted

n the Confederate army, in which he served

mtil the close of the Civil war. After he was
nustered out he returned to Dunklin county,

.vhere he bought a farm at Senath and he was

I farmer all of his life. His wife died in 1890

md he has recently come to live with his son

it Kennett. IMr. Bradley never laid claim to

leing a politician, but he worked for all mat-

ers of public advancement. He has a family

)f three sons, all of whom have made suc-

esses of their lives. The eldest is James A..

:he clerk of Dunklin county. John Hender-

5on is the second, while the third. ^Milton ]\Iil-

iard, has a drug store at Smith.

John received his general education in the

>ublie schools and in the Cape Girardeau

formal, after which he took a law course at

the State University, from which he was
graduated in the class of 1902. In 1908 he
was elected prosecuting attorney, serving in
1908 and 1909, living in Kennett. In 1910
he was re-elected, without opposition.
On the 6th of October, 1903, Mr. Bradley

married Miss Plettie Horner, of Caruth,
Dunklin county. Four children have been
liorn to this union, two of whom died in in-
fancy. The two living are Lethe and Eugene.
Mr. Bradley has ilone e.Kcelleut work dur-

ing his service as prosecuting attorney and as
lie is but a young man, just at the l)eginning
of his career, he will doubtless rise still higher
in his profession, thereby finding opportunity
to be of greater service to the state.

H.\RRY A. Miller. The junior member of
the well known and popular mercantile firm
of Miller Brothers, of Elvins, St. Francois
county, is one of the representative young
business men of this county, which has been
his home since his boyhood days and in which
his circle of friends is coincident with that of
his acquaintances. He was born in the city of
Nashville, Tennessee, on the 22d of May, 1886,
and is a son of Rulien and Ida (Bloom) Mil-
ler, concerning whom more specific mention
is made in the sketch dedicated to their elder
son. Lsadore W.. on other pages of this work,
said son being senior member of the firm of
;\Iiller Brothers and being a resident of Des-
loge, St. Francois county.
Harry Abraham Miller was a lad of thir-

teen years at the time when his parents re-

moved to ]\Iissoui'i and established their home
at Elvins. He had previously attended the
jiublic schools and after coming to Missouri
he was enabled to continue his studies in the
cit.v schools of St. Louis. His initial business

experience was gained in his father's well or-

dered mercantile establishment at Elvins and
xipon attaining to his legal majority he was
admitted to partnership in the enterprise,

which was thereafter conducted for two years

under the firm name of Miller & Son. The
father then sold his interest to his elder son,

lsadore W., and the two brothers have since

continued the business with ever increasing

success. Harry A. Miller has the direct man-
agement of the establishment, which is

admirably equipped and in which is carried

a large and comprehensive Hue of general

merchandise. Fair and honorable dealings

have gained to the concern an appreciative

patronage and he whose name initiates this
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sketch has a secure place in the confidence

and esteem of the community. He is also in-

terested with his brother in the conducting
of a prosperous mercantile business at Lead-
wood, in the same county. He is vigorous
and alert as a business man, liberal and
progressive as a citizen, is a Republican in

his political proclivities, and is affiliated with
the Ancient Order of United Workmen.
On the 27th of June, 1909, was solemnized

the marriage of ilr. ]Miller to Miss ilinnie

Magidson, of St. Louis, who presides most
gi-aciously over their pleasant home, which is

further brightened by the presence of their

little daughter, Mildred.

Dr. Edward Griffin. Among the prom-
inent and valued citizens of Flat River and
Saint Francois county stands Edward Grif-

fin, who is particularly well entitled to a

place in this volume devoted to representa-

tive men and women of southeastern ili.ssouri

as a talented member of his profession—the

dental—and as president of that flourishing

monetary institution, the Miners & Merchants
Bank. B.v no means one to be content with

the theory of "letting well enough alone," he

is a constant student of his profession and
has well succeeded in keeping in touch with
the steady march of progress which is the re-

sult of dental investigation. The bank of

which he is the head holds a position of

prominence among the monetary institutions

which emphasize and exert marked influence

in conserving the financial stability and com-
mercial prestige of the city.

Dr. Edward GrifBn is still to be numbered
among the younger generation, his birth hav-

ing occurred in Sainte Genevieve county,

March 20, 1879. The father, George Griffin,

was born in Knoxville, Tennessee, in 1841,

and was a soldier of the Civil war, serving for

the whole four years in the army of General

Thomas and participating in many notable

engagements, among them being the battles

of Lookout ]\Iountain, Missionary Ridge and
Shiloh, and was with Sherman on his famous
march to the sea. After the war he came to

the state of ilissouri and located in the west-

ern part of Union township, in Sainte Gen-
evieve county, where he has ever since been

engaged in farming, although his fine ability

has by no means been solely devoted to the

great basic industry. He was .judge of the

Sainte Genevieve county court for two years

and has the distinction of having been the

first Republican judge ever elected in that

county. A man of fine citizenship, he is

widely known and everywhere honored. He
was married in 1866 to Sarah J. Haines, of

Knoxville, Tennessee, and to their union
eight sons and daughters were born, Dr. Grif-

fin being the seventh in order of birth.

The early education of Edward Griffin was
obtained in the public schools of Sainte Gen-
evieve county and he attended for one term
the old Baptist College at Farmington. He
went thence to the Dental College at St.

Louis and there prepared for the work he had
elected to follow. In the year 1901 he was
graduated from the Washington University

at St. Louis, Missouri, taking the degree of

D. ]M. D., and soon thereafter he located at

Flat River and there hung out his profes-

sional shingle, and in the intervening decade
has built up a lai"ge and enthusiastic prac-

tice as one of the leading dentists of the sec-

tion. In 1906 he became director of the

Miners & ^Merchants Bank and two years

later he received the compliment of being

elected to the presidency of that financial in-

stitution. Dr. Griffin previously was secre-

tary and treasurer of the Flat River Ice &
Cold Storage Company, but upon becoming
identified with the bank he has severed that

association to devote his attention to his other

concerns. Although by no means an office

seeker, Dr. Griffin is active in local politics,

giving hand and heart to the man and meas-

ures of the Republican party, to which he has

given his suff^rage since his earliest voting

days. At the time of the recent Prohibition

campaign he acted as president of the

Amendment Countv Committee of Plat River.

On the 7th day of April, 1903, Dr. GrifiSn

formed a happj' life companionship by his

union with Marietta Sebastian, of Plat River.

daughter of R. Sebastian, a blacksmith and

wagon maker of this place. Their home is

one of the popular gathering places of the

community and they are particularly val-

uable factors in society. They are members
of the Christian church, the subject being a

deacon of the same. Dr. Griffin is a member
of the ancient and august Masonic order and

is also affiliated with the Modern Woodmen
of America.

Isaac N. Daffron. A widely known and

highly esteemed citizen and public official is

Isaac N. Daffron, county collector of Wayne
county. Missouri, and a blacksmith by trade.

With the expiration of his present and third

term in the responsible position mentioned he





I



HISTORY OF SOUTHEAST MISSOURI 657

Iwill have served twelve years in that capac-

|ity, and he is well recommended by his serv-

|ices which have been a credit to himself and
la benefit to the community. He is a native

|son of Wayne county, his birth having oc-

curred in Benton township October 23, 1860.

Mr. Daii'ron is the son of Snath and Elizabeth
l(Gilbert) Dafi'ron, the foi-mer of whom was
iboru in the vicinity of Ringgold, Georgia, in

|1S]^). and died at the age of fifty-tliree

lyeai's. The mother was born in Tennessee
July 19, 1829, and is still living, a vener-

iable and worthy woman whom makes her
Ihome with the subject. After the death

of Smith Daffron she was married a
isecond time, to William Stokley, who is

[now deceased'. The subject is one of three

Ichildren, two of whom survive. His brother,

iTliomas E., resides in Piedmont, Missouri.

The father of him whose name inaugurates
this review came from Georgia to Mis-

souri in the year 18.57 and located upon the

farm which a few years later was the lurtli-

iplace of his children. He secured three hun-
jdred and twenty acres of wild land, which he
Icleared and brought to a state of cultivation.

iHe was a blacksmith and carpenter by trade

(and he followed these callings throughout his

dife. also engaging in milling, having pur-

j chased a water power grist mill jiartially fin-

islied, whose construction he completed. He
I
was a man successful in all his business under-

itakings and his citizenship was admirably
I public-spirited. In his political convictions

[lie was in harmony with the teachings of the

I

Democratic party and he and bis wife be-

I
longed to the ]\Ii.s.sionary Baptist church.

[Smith Dafifron and a l\Ir. Ivy practically built

the first church and the first school-house in

.this part of W^ayne county.

I

Isaac N. Daf¥ron was reared on his fatlier's

I

farm and gained his preliminary education

[behind a desk in the district school room.

I
Having finished its curriculum, he matricu-

I lateil at the state normal school at Cape Gir-

[

ardeau and there kpent a profitable year and

a half. He then started in to learn the trade

of his father, that of blacksmithing. a smat-

tering of wliicli he had ah-eadv gained under

I

the tutelage of bis brother. He was of Pied-

I

mont when a blacksmith of that place was
I deserted by his assistant and Mr. Daffron was

I

asked to help out—which the young fellow

consented to do. What was supposed to be a

temporary arrangement lasted for a nvuuber

of years. The first week he received twenty-

five cents a dav and the second one dollar a

day, a hasty advancement which speaks well

for his abilitj'. Mr. Daffron worked in all

eleven and one-half years in the blacksmith.

business, the last five years of tiiis period for

himself. He has always had a good business,

for his work is good and reliable, but he has
not always numaged advantageously for him-
self and he does not have the competence
which he deserves. In 1896 he was elected

county assessor and removed to Greenville,

where he served in the office for a term of

four years. That was his first experience in

public life and he was well recommended l)y

his services. His efficiency was not forgotten

and in 1902 he was elected county collector

and succeeded himself at the elections in 1906
and 1910. He is not without some experience

in the pedagogical field, having taught school

for a time in his young manhood. He has
been a Democrat since his earliest voting da.vs

and he is very loyal to the interests of the

party. His fraternal affiliations extend to

the Knights of Pythias and the Modern
W^oodmen of America.

Mr. Daffron was married October 2.3, 1887.

to Georgia E. Miller, who was born in Cape
Girardeaii county, Missouri, August 18, 1866.

IMr. and ]\Irs. Daffron 's union has been further

cemented by the birth of three daughters,

namely: Nellie, wife of Scott Judy, of Gar-

nett, Kansas; Clara and Ann. at home.

J.\MEs F. T.VTUM. We all of us look to-

wards the future as having something greater

in store for us than that we have already ex-

perienced, or at least if such is not the case

we are to be pitied. Every man hopes for a

future better than the present or the past.

In the case of James F. Tatum. he has al-

ready realized the future, some two years

ago : of that we know nothing, but we do

know what his past has been.

He was born Januar.y 5, 1850, in Howard
county, IMi.ssouri. He was a son of the late

A. C. Tatum, who moved from Virgrinia to

Howard county. Jlissouri. soon after his mar-
riage. There James received his education

and after he left school he started into b\isi-

ness, first working for a relative at St.

Charles, traveling through the state as a to-

bacco salesman. His travels brought him to

Dunklin county, where he saw the possibil-

ities for a yoiuig man and he entered the

mercantile business in Dunklin county, being
one year at Maiden and then in Kennett until

three years ago, when he retired and turned
the business over to his two sons, Frank and
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Ira, who removed the stock to Clarkton.

There they are successfully following in the

footsteps of their father.

Mr. Tatum was married in 1877, to Miss

Lillie Bragg, daughter of the late Captain W.
Gr. Bragg and a sister of Mrs. Sturgis and
Mrs. Towsou and of that wonderful family of

nine splendid "Bragg girls," as they were

known. W. G. Bragg of this city is a brother

of Mrs. Tatum. Luther P. Tatum, the mer-

chant and capitalist at Kennett, is a half

brother of James P. Tatum, aud Mrs. Nannie

Newby is his cousin. Of the six children born

to Mr. and Mrs. Tatum five sui'vive him, as

does their mother. John the fourth' son, died

about eleven years ago. Frank and Ira are

in business at Clarkton, while Richard M. is

in business here. Susie, the only daughter, is

just blossoming into womanhood and is a

student of William Woods College, Fulton.

Bernie is at Central College at Fayette,

Howard county, Missouri.

Mr. Tatum "died December 13, 1909, not

having quite attained his three score years.

He had been in failing health for two years,

though he was up aud able to attend to bus-

iness. He was a member of the Masonic

order, being a member of the Kennett lodge,

No. 68, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons.

The funeral service Avas conducted by the

Masons, Dr. Paul Baldwin being the presid-

ing master. Mr. Tatum had for years been

a member of the Christian church and relig-

ious services at the home were conducted by

Elder Rolley Ney, pastor of the Christian

church, assisted by the ministers of the

Presbyterian, the Baptist and the Methodist

Episcopal churches. The fact that these min-

isters of different denominations came to pay
him their last tribute is significant of the

liberal attitude Mr. Tatum bore towards all

religious bodies. He believed in any organ-

ization which had for its aim the betterment

of mankind and inasmuch as there are all

kinds of men, it takes all kinds of religious

creeds to reach them. At the time of his

death Mr. Tatum was a member of the Ken-
nett school board, having always taken the

deepest interest in all educational matters.

He was vice president of the Bank of Kennett

and was interested in much Kennett property,

for he was well off in this world's goods. He
was thoughtful for others, as is evidenced by
his having a fifteen thousand dollar life in-

surance policy. He was a man of deliberation

and good .iudgment, was reliable and honor-

able and inasmuch as his past has been full of

thoughts for others, full of kindly deeds, we
can feel that the future which he is already

experiencing must be in keeping with his past,

thei'efore we rejoice. Since he left us, time

has to a certain extent mercifully softened the

keenest first feelings of loss which his widow
and children felt, yet they feel, as does the

whole of Kennett and Dunklin county, that it

is impossible to exactly fill his place, be his

successor in the business and church spheres

ever so good. He was a man who had the loft-

iest ideals and he came as near to attaining

them as it is possible for any one to do.

Sam J. McMiNN. A man firmly established

in the business and social life of the county
and intimately connected with the history of

its development in Sam J. ]\IeMinn, now the

a.ssistant cashier in the Consolidated Bank,
formerly the People's and the Bollinger

County Banks. He was born in Buchanan,
Missouri, in the southwestern part of Bol-

linger county, the date of his nativity being

August 11, 1869. He is the son of W. A. and
Elizalieth C. (Burk) McMinn. His father

was a native of the county, and well known
for his wise administration of the office of

county judge. His grandfather. Samuel Mc-

Minn, was a native of North Carolina, who
left the old North state in 1819 to try his

fortunes in the then far western territory of

Missouri. After the death of W. A. McMinn
his wife, the mother of the subject of this

brief personal review, continued to make her

home on the old home farm, where she still

lives. During his early life Sam J. McMinn'
attended the public schools of the county, and

also did his share of the work on the parental

farm. Following that took a course at the

Kentucky University in Lexington, Ken-

tucky, and was graduated from that institu-

tion.

In 1893 he began the business career that

'

has made his name a guarantee of stability

in any undertaking, and entered the merchan-

dise and milling business at Zalma with his

brother, Andrew J. IMcMinn. The two

brothers operated the mill for their father,

and managed the store as their own venture

until 1897. In that year their father passed

to the "Great Beyond," and left his affairs

entirely in the hands of his sons.

Proin 1897 until 1899 Mr. McMinn took

charge of the farm, an occupation which he

gave up at his election on the Democratic

ticket to the office of circuit clerk, an office

in which he gave honorable and highly effi-
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eient service, which is evidenced by the fact

that he was returned to ofiSce upon the ex-

piration of his tirst term, thus making his

tenui-e of that office eight years. In 1907 he

entered the People's Bank in the capacity of

assistant cashier, soon becoming cashier, a

position of trust and responsibility which he
held until the consolidation of the bank with

the Bollinger county institution, June 7, 1911,

upon which he assumed the position of as-

sistant cashier of the Consolidated Bank. Be-

sides stock in the bank, Mr. McMinn is a di-

rector and one of the principal stockholders

of the Peoples Telephone Company, an In-

dependent Company now operating in Bol-

linger, Wayne. Madison, Cape Girardeau,

Iron and Stoddard counties; is also a stock-

holder and director of the Lutesville Milling

Company; has a half interest in a tract of

farming and woodland of one thousand nine

hundred and seventy acres, and himself owns

one thousand eight hundred and fifty acres

and some tine residence property in ilarble

Hill.

In 1903 was solemnized the marriage of Mr.

Mcilinn to Miss Maude Conrad, the charm-

ing and accomplished daughter of Judge
Conrad, of Bollinger county. She was sum-

moned to eternal rest in April, 1909, leaving

one son, Samuel Joseph, Jr., born in 1904.

Mr. Mc]Minn 's cordial personality finds nat-

ural outlet in his fraternal relations, and he
I is a prominent member of the esteemed Ma-
' sonic order, being affiliated with the A. F. &
A. M. at Fredericktown, the Commandery at

Cape Girardeau, and having taken the thirty-

I second degree, Scottish Rite, at Saint Louis.

I Mr. i\[c]\Iinn is also a member of the Benevo-

! Ifnt and Protective Order of Elks, the Inde-

|M. IK lent Order of Odd Fellows and the

Knights of the Maccabees, in all of which he

maintains an active interest.

T. C. :McH.\ney. a prosperous druggist

I of Senath, and one of its substantial and

prominent business men, T. C. ]\IcHaney is an

im)iortant factor in promoting its advance-

ment, and is held in high repute as a man and

a citizen. He was born April 22. 1876, in Hen-

dcrson county, Tennessee, where he was bred

and educated.

Beginning life for himself at the age of

seventeen years. Mr. IMcHaney entered a drug

store as a' clerk, and proved himself so well

adapted for the business that he made himself

familiar with its every detail, in due course

(il time becoming a skilled pharmacist. In

1901 he located at Senath, Llissouri, where he

has since built up a large and lucrative trade,

his patronage having steadily increased from
year to year. He has made wise investments

in real estate, and now owns a farm of eighty

acres lying about two miles from Senath,

and this he rents to tenants, who devote al-

most the entire tract to the growing of

cotton.

.Mr. McHaney married, April 20, 1903,

Grace Sando, who was born in Indiana, but

was brought up in Dunklin county, ^lissouri,

her early home having been near Cotton Plant.

The following children have been born of

their union, namely: Robert, Neal, James,

Elizabeth and Nellie. Politically Mr. Mc-

Hane.y is an earnest suporter of the prin-

ciples of the Democratic party, and in local

campaigns is quite active. Fraternally he

belongs to the "Woodmen of the "World. ^Irs.

^IcHaney is a most estimable woman, and- a

valued member of the Christian Church.

Felix J. Parkin. A citizen of prominence

and influence at Fredericktown, ]\Iissouri, is

Judge Felix J. Parkin, who gave efficient

service for a period of four years as county

.iudge of Madison county, retiring from that

office in 1910. At the present time he is en-

gaged in the abstract business, having

launched out into that line of enterprise in

1900. Judge Parkin was born in Jladison

county, :Missouri, on the 18th of September,

1859, his parents being Joseph T. and Mary
(Lanpher) Parkin. The father, who is still

living, resides at Fredericktown and the

mother passed to the life eternal in 1876, at

the age of thirty-seven years. Joseph T.

Parkin was likewise born in Madison county,

this state, and he is descended from stanch

English stock, his father. Joseph Parkin,

having immigrated to America from Eng-

land prior to the year 1818. On his arrival

in the United States Joseph Parkin proceeded

directlv to :Missouri. locating in Madison

count.v. where he entered a tract of govern-

ment land, the same consisting of six hun-

dred and forty acres. At one time he oper-

ated a grist mill in IMadison county and he

was the first miner in southeastern IMissouri

to use powder. He and his brother, Thomas

Parkin, with others, came together from Eng-

land. The Parkin brothers conducted a mill

one mile west of Fredericktown. in 1838,

and subsequently they were engaged m min-

ins and milling enterprises for a number of
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years, using negroes for the work. Both
these pioneer brothers are buried in the fam-
ily cemetery on the old farm near Frederick-

town.

Joseph T. Parkin was rearfed to the invig-

orating discipline of his father's farm and
his rudimentary educational training con-

sisted of such advantages as were afforded in

the schools of the locality and period. He was
identified with agricultural pursuits during
the greater portion of his active career but
he is now living in virtual retirement at Fred-
ericktown, enjoying to the full the fruits, of

his former years of earnest toil and endeavor.

In 1858 was solemnized his marriage to Miss
Mary Lanpher, who traced her ancestry to

stanch French extraction, her mother having
been a member of the celebrated Nifong fam-
ily. Mr. and Mrs. Joseph T. Parkin became
the parents of two children,—Lizzie, who
married Robert Murray and who died in

1884; and Felix J., the immediate subject of

this review.

Judge Parkin passed his boyhood and
youth at Frederiektown, where he attended
the public schools. At the age of eighteen

years he went to Colorado, where he main-
tained his home for fourteen years and
where he was most successfully engaged in

mining operations. For a period of four
years he was circuit court clerk and recorder
in Ouray county, Colorado. Eventually dis-

posing of his interests in that state, he re-

turned to Missouri, in 1891, engaging in

farming operations in Madison county for the
ensuing nine years. In 1900 he turned his

attention to the abstract business and it is

worthy of note here that he has the only com-
plete set of abstract records in IMadison
county, the same including all the old rec-

ords. In politics Judge Parkin is an un-
swerving advocate of the principles and poli-

cies for which the Democratic party stands
sponsor and while lie is not an office seeker
he is deeply and sincerely interested in com-
munity affairs. In 1907 he was elected judge
of Madison county and he was the able and
popular incumbent of that important office

for a period of four j^ears, retiring therefrom
at, the close of 1910.'

In 1890 was recorded the marriage of

Judge Parkin to Miss l\Iinnie Watts, a daugh-
ter of Napoleon B. Watts, a sketch of whose
career appears on other pages of this work,
so that further data concerning the family
history is not deemed essential at this junc-

ture. Mr. and Mrs. Parkin are the parents of

three children, whose names and respective^
j

ages, in 1911, are here entered,—Maurice,
seventeen j'ears; Lelia, foui'teen years; and
Reva, seven years. In their religious faith the

Parkin family are devout members of the
Baptist church and thej^ are popular factors

in connection with the best social activities

of Frederiektown, where their spacious and
attractive home is recognized as a center of

gracious refinement and hospitality. In a
fraternal way the Judge is an appreciative
member of the local lodge of the Independent
Order of Odd Fellows. He is a man of

broad human sympathy and generous im-

pulses and in the various walks of life is hon-
ored and esteemed as a man of high ideals

noble principles.

William C. Bergmann. The United
States ranks as the foremost nation of the

modern civilized world. It has served as

the melting pot of the best characteristics

of all other nations and the outcome is a
fine sterling American citizenship consisting

of strong and able bodied men, loyal and
public-spirited in civic life,' broad-minded
and honorable in business, and alert and en-

thusiastically in sympathy with every meas-
ure tending to further the material welfare

of the entire country. The great Empire of

Germany has contributed its fair quota to

the upbuilding of this great nation and
among its representatives in this country are

to be found successful men in every walk of

life, from the professions to the prosperous

farmer and business man. William C. Berg-

mann, whose name forms the caption for this

article, was born in Germany but he has re-

sided in the United States since he was a

child of eight years of age. He has main-

tained his home at Cape Girardeaii for fully

a half century and here he has long been en-

gaged in the general merchandise business.

He is a fine old veteran of the Civil war and
as a citizen and well known business man he

commands the unqualified confidence and es-

teem of all with whom he has had dealings.

William C. Bergmann was born at Briins-

wick, Germany, on the 16th of February,

1841, and he is a son of Dr. Staats Henry
Bergmann, who held distinctive prestige as

a skilled physician and surgeon at Cape
Girardeau during the period of his residence

in this city. Dr. Bergmann was married to

Miss L. C. Lehne in his native land and to
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tliem were born five children, three of whom
were born in Germany and of whom the sub-

I ject of this sketch was tlie second in order of

liirth. In 1849 the Bergmann family immi-
l; rated to the United States and settlement
was made immediately in Cape Girardeau

' ciiuuty, Missouri, where for the ensuing few
\('ars the father was engaged in agricultural

iiperations. Dr. Bergmann removed to this

lity in 1851 and here he was engaged in the

jtiactice of his profession until the time of

his demise, in 1862. The mother was sum-
moned to the life eternal at an advanced age.

To the public and private schools of Cape
(iirardeau William C. Bergmann is indebted
Ini- his preliminary educational training.

"When eighteen years of age he left school

and engaged in the portrait business, con-

tinuing to be identified with that line of en-

terprise for a period of three years. At the

time of the inception of the Civil war he

tendered his services as a soldier in the Home
Guards, serving in that capacity for a pe-

riod of three months. In 1863 he enlisted in

the Eighth Provisional Regiment of the Mis-

souri Militia, in which he was first sergeant

for sis months. As a Union soldier he saw
some hard fighting and after the close of the

war, when he had received his honorable dis-

charge, he returned to Cape Girardeau,

where he engaged in the general merchandise

business. In this connection he had been ex-

ceedingly prosperous and his present large,

well-equipped establishment is recognized as

one of the finest of its kind in the entire city.

A large and representative trade is con-

trolled and the business is now largely in the

hands of Mr. Bergmann 's sons, W. F. and
A. W. Bergmann.

In the year 1868 Mr. Bergmann was united

in marriage to Miss Mary C. Eggimann,

whose birth occurred in this county and who
is a daughter of B. Eggimann, and to them
have been born nine children.

"While not a politician, strictly speaking,

Mr. Bergmann gives a stanch allegiance to

the principles and policies for which the Re-

publican party stands sponsor. He is always

ready to do all in his power to advance the

best interests of the community in which he

resides and while he has never manifested

aught of ambition for the honors or emolu-

ments of public office of any description he

was honored by his fellowcitizens, in 1900,

with election to the office of city treasurer.

He was the popular and highly efficient in-

cumbeut of that position for a period of nine
years and during all that time discharged
the duties connected therewith with all of
honor and distinction. He is deeply and sin-
cerely interested in educational atfairs ami
for eleven years was a member of the board
of education. In their religious belief the
Bergmanns are devout and valued members
of the Lutheran church and they are popular
and prominent factors in connection with
the best social activities of the community.
Thrifty and industrious, Mr. Bergmann is
eminently well deserving of the admirable
success it has been his to achieve and it is with
pleasure that a history of his life and career
is here inserted.

David W. Bbeid is one of the representative
attorneys of this part of Missouri and is a
member of the Franklin Realty Company of
Union. He is a native of the state and was
born near Fulton, Callaway countv, Febru-
ary 1, 1873. Nicholas Breid, his father, was
a farmer, and was born in Trier, Prussia, in
1830. Like many another of his countrymen
he hearkened to the call of Opportunity from
the shores of the New "World and arrived in
this country shortly before the Civil war. He
located in Juniata county, Pennsylvania, and
entered the volunteer army of' the United
States, spending two of the dread years of
the great conflict between the states "in Sher-
man's army, battling with the forces of the
Confederacy. Soon after the war he brought
his family to Missouri and engaged in farm-
ing in the vicinity of Fulton, where he was
gathered to his fathers in 1892. He married
Susan Cleck, a daughter of David Cleck, of
Juniata county, Pennsylvania, and the sur-
viving children of their family of twelve are
as follows: Isaac R. ; Charles; Mary, wife of
John R. Level; Dr. Jacob, who is in the
government service at Washington, D. C.

;

William; David W.. immediate subject of this
record; Samuel; Martha, now Mrs. Pease;
and Helena, wife of Gooch Bartley. All save
David W. and Dr. Jacob are residents of
Callawa.y county. Missouri.

Mr. Breid spent nearly the first thirty years
of his life upon the farm of his birth. He
acquired his education in Avalon College,
Trenton. Missouri, after completing the cur-
riculum of the coiuitry school, and then spent
several winters as a teacher in the rural
schools near his home. In 1902 he left the
farm and took a position with the meat in-
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spection department of the government at St.

Louis, spending six years in the service.

While there he prepared himself for the law
by night study and school attendance and
was admitted to the bar by the supreme court
of Missouri in 1907. In 1909 he removed to

Union and identified himself with the Frank-
lin county bar. He soon afterward entered
the real estate business and is associated with
Mr. A. W. Hoffman in exploiting the lands
of this county. The Franklin Realty Com-
pany works in harmony with the migration
department of the Rock Island Railway and
a thrifty and vigorous new citizenship is being
introduced into the county on this account.

In the matter of political conviction ]\Ir.

Breid is a Republican and stands high in

party councils. He is active in public life

and in times past has served as justice of the

peace in Union. At the present time he is

assistant prosecuting attorney of the county
under William L. Cole, and he is police judge
of Union and city attorney of St. Clair. He
is interested in the success of good govern-

ment and aids in the promotion of social and
professional harmony by a straightforward

course as a citizen.

Mr. Breid laid the foundation of a happy
union when on January 4, 1904, he was mar-
ried to Miss Maytie Rose Freiberger, daughter
of Godfrey Freiberger, their wedding being

at Fulton, the bride's home. They have no

issue.

In his fraternal association Mr. Breid is

past venerable consul of the Modern Wood-
men and is affiliated with the Independent
Order of Odd Fellows.

George BiDEvraLL presents that happy
combination of farmer and scholar which,

though not unusual, is seldom found in the

measure that makes a successful teacher out

of a fine farmer.

The subject of the present sketch was born

May 18, 1885, a son of Henry and Lucrecia

Bidewell. As stated elsewhere in this work,

Henry Bidewell was a native of England,

who came to this county in 1854. Upon the

inception of the Civil war, his convictions

brought him to the Union army. He joined

Company K, Third Missouri Mounted
Cavalry, in 1861 and remained in the war
until its close, seeing much active service.

George grew up on his father's farm and
attended the district school. He still lives on

the extensive homestead which his father

acquired, having bought out the shares of the

other heirs. Like his brother he follows both
general farming and stock raising on the
two hundred and forty acre farm.
At the age of nineteen Mr. Bidewell entered

Will Maytield college at Marble Hill. Here
he took a year's course and obtained a teach-

er 's certificate. He has taught for four years
and is still engaged in that profession.

In March, 1906, his marriage to Miss Jane
Crites was solemnized. Mrs. George Bide-
well is the daughter of J. M. and Adeline
Crites and the sister of Charles Crites, an-

other of the substantial farmers of Bollinger
county, whose life is also briefly outlined in

this work. Two of the three children born to

Mr. and Mrs. George Bidewell are still liv-

ing: Cletis, bom in 1906, and Ivan, bom in

1910. Mr. Bidewell's fraternal affiliations

include the Ben Hur lodge and the Modern
Woodmen. In politics he is aligned with the

Republican party.

David W. Owen, proprietor of a fine farm
and home in Dunklin county, was in debt
when he began his career some twenty years

ago. Depending on his own industry and
good management, he has left his success to

the destinies presiding over this great South-

east Missouri country, and it has rewarded
him with a generous share of its general

prosperity and fruitfulness.

He was born in Greene county, Arkansas,

October 3, 1869. His parents were farmers,

and along with most other residents of that

section were poor. School facilities were
meager, and he got about three months each

year. WTien he was nineteen, in 1888, he

married Miss IMary Rowe in Greene county.

His liabilities showed a debt of thirty-six dol-

lars, and his resources included nothing mate-

rial, only the spiritual qualities of courage

and industry possessed by his wife and him-

self. After their marriage they moved west

to Lawrence county, Arkansas, where he

made a crop on poor land, and in 1890 he

came to Dunklin county, and for three years

share-cropped north of his present place. He
then bought a team on credit and began

farming on a rented place. For six years he

was on fifty-five acres near Hornersville, and
during this time managed to get ahead a

little. His next move was to the Uncle Nap
Wilkins' farm a mile north of his present

homestead, and he farmed at first fifty-five

acres, then ninety-two acres, and the last

year one hundred and fifteen acres. In 1900

he had bought forty acres now comprised in
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his present estate. It was all in the woods
when he bought, and while he continued

farming as a renter up to 1903 he improved

his other place, and when he moved to it in

1905 he was owner of eighty acres, which he

at once began to clear up. He built his pres-

ent comfortable cottage home of five rooms

and also a good barn, sixty by sixty feet, has

fenced his fields, and has all his original place

in cultivation. In 1910 he purchased eighty

acres more, half of which is in cultivation.

He leases sixty acres of his place to a ten-

ant. Corn is his principal crop, and he is

known through the country-side as an indus-

trious and prospering farmer and citizen,

who has earned all he has. To supplement

his income at different periods he has baled

hay and hauled logs.

Mr. Owen affiliates with the Independent

Order of Odd Fellows, the Modern Wood-
men of America and the ^Mutual Protective

League of Horuersville. In politics he is a

Democrat, and is a member of the Methodist

church. South. He and his wife are the

parents of the following family : Suda, born

December 30, 1890, now the wife of Thomas

Hitt; Viola, born in 1S91, died at the age of

fifteen ; Charles, born in 1893 ; Mary, born in

1897; Mattie. born in 1899; and Thomas,

born in 1901.

Mr. Owen's parents were Rev. John Syl-

vester and South Carolina Owen, the former

a minister of the ]\Iethodist Episcopal church.

South, during all of his active life. He was

born in Tennessee and died at Caruthersville,

Missouri, in 1899, aged fifty-five years. He
was a jMason and active in lodge affairs. His

wife had died at the age of forty-two j^ears,

in 1887, in Arkansas. David W. Owen was

the second of ten children, of whom six are

living: Daniel, of ^Mississippi county, Arkan-

sas; Lucinda (Lomax), of Dunklin county,

Missouri; Willie, also of Dunklin county;

Catherine (Busby), of Noble, Clay county,

Arkansas; Walter, of Dunklin county,

Missouri; and Caretha (Pitts), also of Dunk-

lin county, Missouri. Mrs. David W. Owen
was bom in Greene county, Arkansas, in 1872,

a daughter of John and Sarah Rowe, both

now deceased, but early residents and farm-

ers of Greene county, Arkansas.

John T. McKay, practicing attorney at

Kennett. is a man who has distinguished

himself in the field of law, even as his father

was noted as an educator. The father's

achievements lie all in the past, but to the

son, in addition to the deeds which may al-

ready have been accredited to him, belongs

the precious present, the time when he can
prepare for the future, the time when he can
continue to work out that success which does

not come unasked, but must be wrought out

by ambition, plus preparation and work.

A brief survey of the early history of John
T. McKay and his immediate ancestors will

give us a fuller realization of his present

status. Forty-two yars ago, January 11,

1869, John T. ^IcKay was ushered into the

world, the scene of his arrival being New
IMadrid county, Missouri. The grandparents

of the sub.iect of this sketch, Walter McKay
and ]\Iary (Holcomb) McKay, were natives

of Georgia, where they spent the earl)' years

of their lives, were educated and married.

In 1833, a few years after their marriage,

Mr. and Mrs. Walter McKay left their

home and came to Missouri, where they set-

tled on a farm in New Madrid county.

There they reared their children to ma-
turity, educating them in the subscription

schools of their vicinity. Mr. McKay gained

the confidence of the people in the com-

munity, as is evinced by his election to the

office of sheriff of the county, a position

which he filled in an eminently satisfactory

manner.
His son, John McKay, was born in the

Georgian home of bis parents, but had only

hazy recollections of his southern birthplace,

as he was only three years old when he came
to Missouri with his parents. The early

years of his life were spent in New Madrid
county, where he attended the subscription

schools, being self educated. He virtually

spent his' life as a teacher, for which he was
admirably qualified both by nature and
training. John McKay was possessed of the

faculty of realizing the difficulties of the

student and could explain all his perplexities

in the most clear, concise manner. In addi-

tion to this, he was a disciplinarian of the

highest type, as he was not only able to main-

tain order, but at the same time secure the

good will and respect of his pupils. For a

period of thirty years Mr. McKay taught in

New Madrid, Stoddard and Dunklin counties,

losing none of his force and interest during

those several years of faithful work. He
taught up to the age of sixty-seven, only two

years before his death, his last professional

work being in the preparatory schools of

Dunklin county. He died in 1898, ending a

life of self-sacrifice, as does every teacher
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who sjDends his years in imi-emitting efforts

to develop the capabilities of others, for

which abnegation, as a rule, the educator re-

ceives none of the credit. John McKay was
twice married, his first wife being Miss Mary
Adams, like himself a native of Georgia, who
had come to Missouri with her parents when
she was a young girl. She died in 1865, leav-

ing two children to be the companions of

their father, Virgil and Fernando. The
latter died in 18S4 and Virgil is a prominent
attorney of Kennett, of whom mention is

found elsewhere in this work. His second

marriage was to Mary F. Adams, a native of

Missouri, who died in 1879, leaving four chil-

dren: Annie L., wife of J. H. Plam; John
T, ; Benjamin A. ; and Ola 0., wife of W. J.

Allison.

John T. McKay, one of the four children

mentioned, spent the first four years of his

life in New Madrid county, where he was
born, his father then moving to Stoddard
county, Missouri. When he was eleven years

old his mother died and the same year his

father brought his family to Dunklin county.

There John T. McKay attended the public

schools and afterward entered the normal
school at Cape Girardeau. Without any de-

liberate planning on his part, it seemed
natural that he should follow in his father's

footsteps and enter the educational field, and
when he was only eighteen he commenced to

teach. Before long, however, he discovered

that he bad not the inclination to follow

teaching, but was possessed of very decided

tastes and capabilities in other directions.

All his tastes seemed to point towards law as

the calling in which he could best find scope

for his talents. As he did not possess the

funds to take a regular college course, he

began to read law during the time he could

spare from his teaching, working far on into

the night in his eager desire to become pro-

ficient. His progi'ess was not as speedy as

it would have been if he could have devoted

his whole time to study, but after ten years

of teaching and of close application to his

legal studies he was admitted to the bar be-

fore Judge Wear, in September, 1897. The
success which was the immediate result of his

admission to the bar and the commencement
of practice was ample .justification of Mr.

McKay's choice of a profession.

On April 4, 1910, he formed a partnership

with John H. Bradley. Mr. McKa.v has

gained distinctive recognition and high rep-

utation by reason of his broad and exact

knowledge of jurisprudence and his ability

in applying this information effectively, both
as a trial lawyer and as a counselor.

On the 28th day of June, 1894, ilr. Mc-
Kay was united in matrimony to JMiss Lucy
Laden, the daughter of R. A. Laden, an in-

fiuential resident of Kennett. To the union
of jMr. and Sirs. ilcKay one child was born,

Weltha. Mrs. McKay died January 8, 1901,.

and on January 28, 1902, Mr. McKay was
married to Miss Ethel McHaney, whose birth

had occurred in Tennessee, but her educa-
tion had been obtained in Kennett. where she

lived until she was married and has since

continued in the town where she has passed
most of the years of her short life.

If we were called upon to decide which
profession is the more worthy, that of a
lawyer or a teacher, we should be utterly at

a loss, but comparisons are unnecessary ; both
are noble professions and both call forth the

highest quality of ability and endeavor. Mr.
j\IeKa}% as an influential lawyer, holds the

power to do an immense amount of good for

the state of Missouri, and being a loyal Mis-

sourian, he is availing himself of every op-

portunitj'. He is especially devoted to Dunk-
lin county, where he has spent practically

his entire life and where he has a great fu-

ture before him.

Carb Hartshorn. It is indeed a pleasure

to the publishers of this work to offer in its

pages an appreciation of the young men of

southeastern IMissouri, to whom this portion

of the state must look for its future prosper-

ity and prestige. Among the able young men
of Saint Francois county is eminent Carr
Hartshorn, cashier of the Bank of Elvins and
former postmaster of the place. Mr. Harts-
horn is a man of varied abilities and he pre-

ceded his present manner of usefulness as a

teacher, clerk in a grocery establishment, as-

sistant postmaster and then incuml)ent of the

office.

Carr Hartshorn, whose nauie inaugurates

this review, was born August 13, 1877, and is

a son of John Hartshorn, who was born in

St. Louis count.v, Missouri, December 20,

1830. The senior Mr. Hartshorn came to

Saint Francois county in 1872, a few years

previous to the birth of the subject. In

March, 1875, he was united in marriage to

Susan Adeline Evans, and to their union were

born three children, namel.v : Carr, David, of

Kansas City. Missouri, and Susie, deceased.

The mother was a daughter of David and
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Catlieriue Evans, pioneer farmer-folk of Saint

Francois county. The father of thy subject

came to Saint Francois county as a school

teaciier and afterward engaged in news-

paper worli, becoming the editor of the

Saint Francois County Democrat. John
Hartshorn, although a prominent man, was
not an office holder, for he was a Republican

in his views, and in his day a Republican had
little chance in local politics. He belonged to

the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and
he and his wife were consistent mendiers of

the Presbj'teriau church. This gentleman

died in April, 1895, and his cherished and
devoted wife was summoned to the life eternal

in August, 1906.

Carr Hartshorn passed his early life in

Farmington and after receiving his prelim-

inary education in the public schools of that

city he attended a trio of collegiate institu-

tions, namely : Elmwood, Carlton and Baptist

Colleges, his name being enrolled at these for

short terms. His education acquired, he

taught school for a couple of years and then

accepted a position in a grocery concern at

Farmington. His identification with Elvins

dates from July, 1899, and in the years in-

tervening he ha.s accomplished much. For a

time he worked in a local grocery—that of J.

C. Westover—and at the same time engaged

in the duties of assistant postmaster, to which

office he was appointed. He was subsequently

appointed to a similar position at Desloge,

but eventually returned to Elvins and found

iinployment in the Evans & Howell Store

( ninpany. After remaining there for a time

he was appointed postmaster by President

Roosevelt, in the month of January, 1908, and

lias held that office to the present time. In 1911

Ih- became cashier of the Bank of Elvins, and

ill addition to the important duties of this

post, he also carried on a large fire insurance

business. He owns considerable real estate

and is helpfully interested in all that pertains

to the prosperity of Elvins and Saint Francois

enmity.

()ii"the 7th day of August, 1902. Mr. Harts-

1 II nil was happily married to Mary Belle

Dunklin, of Flat River. Their union has been

Viles<jed by the birth of three children, whose

names are Harold, John Carr and Helen.

The family are Calvinistic in their religious

conviction and attend the Presbyterian

'liiirch, to whose good causes they willingly

rimtribute their assistance. The fraternal

Illations of the subject extend to the Ancient

Free and Accepted Masons, the Independent
Order of Odd Fellows, the Knights of

Pythias and the Modern "Woodmen of Amer-
ica. In politics he gives warmest allegiance

to tiie Re]iublican party and is a very active

inemlier of the county Republican connnittee,

to which he has belonged for fully ten years.

Dr. Gustav B. Schulz, the prominent
physician and surgeon of Cape Girardeau,
is universally respected. He is considered a
most skilled surgeon by the meinbers of the

profession, indeed he specializes in that

branch. This has not been the result pri-

marily of deliberate intent ; he has not sought
the specialization, but rather it has been,

thrust upon him by reason of his marked abil-

ities in that line. The man. in the medical
profession, who specializes before he has had
nuich experience in general practice, is apt to

make a mistake. It is only after he has es-

tablished his general practice that his ability

along certain lines is apt to show itself. So
it was with Dr. Schulz.

He was born in Wittenberg, Perr,y county,

Missouri, September 13, 1870, and was the

son of a physician. Dr. F. B. Schulz, who
was a native of Germany, where he received

his education, both general and medical.

He came to America when he was a young
man and after a short stay in New York, he
went to Texas, where he practiced medicine.

There he met aiid married A\igusta Zedler,

a young German girl who had come to Amer-
ica with her parents locating in Texas. There
Augusta received her education. In 1876 Mr.
and j\Irs. Schulz came to Jlissouri and lo-

cated in Cape Girardeau. He soon gained

repute as an able physician and he remained
at Cape Girardeau in active practice until

the time of his death in 1908, having survived

his wife by ten years.

(iustav came to Cape Girardeau with his

parents, his four half brothers and sisters

and his six full brothers and sisters when he

was six years old. He entered the public

schools, then St. Vincent's college and the

state normal school. At that time he had no
intention of following in the footsteps of his

father, but rather had let his choice of a pro-

fession wait until circumstances should de-

cide. After leaving the state normal school

he entered a drug store, but it was only a

very short time before he decided that he did

not care to be a business man, but that on the

other hand he felt strong desire to study med-



666 HISTORY OF SOUTHEAST MISSOURI

icine. He staj'ed at the store for two years,

stiidyiug- hard all the spare time he could

get. He then entered the St. Louis Univer-

sity and graduated from its medical depart-

ment in 1892. After spending one year in

the city hospital he located at Altenburg,

Perry countj', Missouri, where he remained
for ten years and a half, engaged in general

practice. In December, 1903, he came to

Cape Girardeau, where he has been ever

since. Although he is a general practitioner,

his abilities' in the surgical line have caused

him to be considered somewhat of a specialist.

He is a member of the Cape Girardeau
County Medical Society, of the Missouri

State Medical Society and of the American
iMedical Association. He is a member of the

state board of health and of the city board

of health. He is a Republican of a verj' de-

cided character. He is greatly interested in

all matters pertaining to public welfare and
especially in educational ways. He realizes

the advantages to be gained from an educa-

tion, the culture that it gives, the satisfac-

tion that is gained by its possession, apart

from the dollars and cents that it helps one

to gain. He is president of the board of

education, always active in promoting the

welfare of both pupil and teacher. He is a

man who is only at the beginning of his ca-

reer, but he has already made his presence

felt in the county.

Benjamix H. Hughes. "Some men are

born to greatness; some achieve greatness,

and some have greatness thrust upon them."
The "greatness" which Mr. Hughes enjoys

has been achieved my him. Born and reared

on a farm, it was entirely owing to his own.

capabilities that the I'esponsible position

which he so ably tills was bestowed on him,

and was even thrust on him a second time.

Mr. Hughes was born October 24, 1875, in

St. Francis township, Wajnie county, Mis-
souri. He belongs to the Hughes family who
are so well known as pioneers in Wayne
county. Mr. Hughes' grandfather, William
Hughes, was a native of Virginia, where he
was educated and learned the blacksmith
trade. He was there maiTied and thence
came to Missouri, locating near Lodi, Wayne
county, on some wild land which he pro-

ceeded to bring iinder cultivation. There
his first wife died and he married a second,

]\Iiss Delphia Bro-mi, and to this union A. C.

Hughes (father of Ben. H.) was born, Feb-

ruarj' 2, 1849, in Cedar Creek townslqj

Grandfather Hughes trained his son in

knowledge of farming and also blacksmi
ing, and with these two industries ilr. A.
Hughes has occupied himself. When
j'oung man he purchased a farm four mil«

west of Greenville, Missouri, and settled o
the wild, uncultivated prairie, which 1

gradually cleared and improved vmtil it b
came a productive farm. His wife was Ma
tha Rodgers, born in Carter county. Mil

souri, who died when she was thirty-thre

years of age, in 1886. Mr. and Mrs. A
Hughes became the parents of seven chi

dren, five of whom are li^'ing, and aU
residents of Wayne county. Their nam(
are as follows,—W. W., living near the ol

homestead which his grandfather owned
St. Francis township; Benjamin; Joseph D.

G. W. ; and Lulu, the wife of William H
Lane. Father Hughes is living a retired li£

on the farm which his son superintends, ani

where the father spent so many years of

life and where he still retains the interests o
his youth. He has always been a stanch De:

ocrat, but has never desired any public of&o

for himself. He has fol- j'ears held member
ship in the i\Iissionary Baptist church—^tb

church in which he and his young wifi

worked together during the short years o:

their wedded life.

Ben. Hughes obtained his education in tlai

district school of the to^vnship and after leav

ing school he assisted his father with thi

work of the farm, remaining at home unti

1906. In the fall of 1906 he was elected t<

the office of treasurer of WajTie county, an(

that his ser^'ices in the capacity of treasure

were eminently satisfactory is evinced by tb
fact that in 1908 he was reelected to tlw

same office to serve a four-year term. Ii

Januarj-, 1910, he became cashier of The Iroi

Exchange Bank for a year.

Mr. Hughes was married to j\Iiss Saral

Eads on the 11th day of April, 1901. Tilrs

Hughes is a daughter of J. N. Eads, formerly

a prosperous farmer in WajTie county, where
he died in the year 1907. Mr. and Mrs,

Hughes are the parents of five sturdy sons,

—

Ralph, Robert, Raymond, Roy and Russell

they lost one son, Richard, by death. Both'^

husband and wdfe are members of the Baptist'

church, where they have many friends. ^Ir.

Hughes has always been aligned as a Demo-
crat, and in a fraternal way he is afifiliated

with the Masonic Order, the Independent
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Order of Odd Felows, the Rebekahs and the

iModern Woodmen of America. His is a per-

jsonality that wins friends and admirers in

|all his relations of life—political, fratei-nal,

ireligious and social.

I

I G. B. Sotder, cashier of the Bank of

(Marble Hill and one of the leading citizens

jof the town, is as popular as he is influential.

iThroughout his career his maxim has been to

do the duty which lies nearest, not worrying
• about what the next might be, and it is be-

I cause of this simplicity of action that Mr.

I

Snider has made such an unmitigated suc-

icess of his life up to the present time, He
li;is ])y no means reached the limit of his

capabilities, and it is safe to predict that in-

lasmuch as he has heretofore filled all posi-

itious in a highly satisfactory manner, that

'he will continue to have greater responsibil-

itirs thrust upon him.
.Mr. Snider 's birth occurred January 27,

i
1880, near Laflin, Bollinger county, on the

I

old homestead which has been in the family

I for one hundred years or more. Early in

I the nineteenth century George Snider (one

i of G. B. Snider's ancestors) came from his

home in North Carolina and took up a tract

of land in Bollinger county, which he re-

' ceived by government grant ; he cultivated

tlie land and built the house which has re-

' maiued in the family ever since. His son
' was Andrew Snider, who married and farmed
in Bollinger county and there reared his

f.iiiiily; one of his children was George P.,

the father of G. B. Snider. Mr. George P.

! Snider passed his whole life on the old

homestead, engaged in agricultural pursuits.

' As a young man he married Miss ilartha E.

Clippard, and to this union one son, G. B.,

Wiis born. The father died when their son

w.is a mere child and in course of time the

iii'jtlier married again. She is now living in

' Kennett, the wife of Dr. W. B. Finney of

that town.

I

6. B. Snider received his preliminary edu-

cational training in the pviblic schools and
\\as graduated from the State Normal at

Cape Girardeau in 1900. When he was
twulve years old he accompanied his mother

' to Kennett and remained there until 1902,

' when he returned to Marble Hill in Bol-

I
linger county. The last two years of his resi-

I dence in this county he was the editor of the

j
Bollinger Comihj Times. In 1902 he sold

i

his interest in the paper, moved to Laflin and
' entered the mercantile business. In 1906 he

commenced his connection with the Bank of
jMarble Hill, serving successively as book-
keej^er, assistant cashier and later as cashier,

which responsible position he still occupies.

Mr. Snider was one of the original stock-

holders, as the bank was organized in 1906,
with C. A. Sanders, M. D., as its president.

During the Ave j'ears of its existence the

stockholders have each year received div-

idends and the capital is now fifteen thou-
sand dollars. Today (1911) the deposits

amount to fifty-one thousand dollars and the

bank is doing a thriving business under the

management of its efiicient cashier. Jlr.

Snider has other interests besides his bank
connection; he is a stockholder of the Ad-
vance Telephone Company and is the owner
of two hundred and seventy-five acres of

land in Bollinger county and another tract

of one hundred and twenty acres in Dunklin
county.

On the 17th day of December, 1903, Mr.
Snider was united in marriage to j\Iiss Anna
Drum, a daughter of Senator Robert Drum,
of Marble Hill. Mr. Snider is affiliated with
the ilasonic fraternal order and with the

Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks,

his direct membership in the former being in

the Blue Lodge at Marble Hill, Ancient Free
and Accepted Mason, and he holds member-
ship with the Elks at Cape Girardeau. His
is the personalitj' that gains friends, who re-

spect him for his sterling characteristics and
esteem him for his genial, affable manners.

W. T. Caneer, Jr. Possessing in an em-
inent degree the energy, keen foresight and
sound judgment that ever command success

in the business world, W. T. Caneer, Jr.,

general manager of the Caneer Store Com-
pany, holds a place of note among the lead-

ing merchants of Senath, and is numbered
among the representative citizens of Dunk-
lin county. A native of Tennessee, he was
l)orn July 29, 1866, in Gibson county, near

Milan, where the days of his youth were
spent.

Soon after attaining his majority ilr.

Caneer spent a year in Missouri, and was so

well pleased with its future possibilities that

when looking about for a permanent location

he came to Dunklin county, in 1894 locating

in Senath, which has since been his home.

The following four years he was employed
as a clerk in the store of Caneer & Karnes,

and then, with his brothers, bought the en-

tire business, which was conducted for sev-
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eral years under the firm name of Caneer
Brothers, he being manager of affairs.

In 1904 the Caneer Store Company was in-

corporated, with a capital of fifty-two thou-
sand dollars, and is now doing an immense
business, its trade extending not only
throughout the southern portion of Dunklin
county, but over a large portion of Arkansas.
This business was founded by J. I. Caneer,
who at the inception of the town of Senath
established the first mercantile house in the

place, it being a small building, sixteen by
twenty-four feet. He began on a modest
scale, and afterward enlarged his stock and
his operations. In 1891 Mr. J. I. Caneer be-

came sole proprietor of the business, which
increased so rapidly that more commodious
ciuarters were needed, and he erected a large

frame building, which soon proved none too

large for his extensive trade. In 1898 he
with his two brothers, W. T. Caneer and A.
A. Caneer, engaged in business together

under the firm name of Caneer Brothers, W.
T. Caneer becoming manager of the store

and A. A. Caneer, bookkeeper, collector, etc.

Mr. J. I. Caneer, who had been instrumental

up to that time in the upbuilding of the busi-

ness, simply holding a third interest in it.

Mr. J. I. Caneer was a man of wonderful
resources, and in addition to having man-
aged a business amounting to about fifty

thousand dollars a year had also made much
money in the buying and selling of lands,

and is now living retired in Los Angeles,

California, although his financial interests

are mainly in Missouri, as he retains an in-

terest the Caneer Store Company and owns
upward of a thousand acres of land in Dunk-
lin county.

The Caneer Store Company is owned
mostly by Senath people, and has the fol-

lowing named gentlemen as officers: A. W.
Douglass, president ; E. Baker , vice-presi-

dent; A. T. Douglass, secretary; A. A.

Caneer, treasurer; and W. T. Caneer, Jr.,

general manager. The store building which
the firm occupies has a hundred feet front-

age, and is one hundred and fifteen feet

deep, a part of it being two stories in height,

and in addition has outside warerooms. The
Company carries on a general supply busi-

ness, handling tools and implements of all

kinds, its stock being valued at thirty-two

thousand dollars, while its sales in this line

amounts to upwards of one hundred thou-

sand dollars annually. The firm likewise

handles hay, feed and cotton, buying and

ginning about fifteen hundred bales of the
latter production each year, its sales from
cotton exceeding one hundred and twenty-
five thousand dollars a year.

]Mr. W. T. Caneer is also interested in

ilissouri lands, Caneer Brothers owning
large tracts that are under cultivation and
are highly productive. He is also a stock-

holder and the vice-president of the Citizens'

Bank of Senath. He is a stanch Republican
in politics, and fraternally is a member of

the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and
of the "Woodmen of the World.

Mr. Caneer married, in 1903, Kate Law-
son, a daughter of the late IMoses Lawson,
of Kennett, who was for many years a prom-
inent attorney and county official of Dunk-
lin county. Mrs. Caneer passed to the higher

life November 19, 1909, leaving no children.

Peter R. Conrad traces his ancestry in a

direct line back to the Revolution. He is the

son of David, son of Peter, son of Rudolph,

son of Peter, who probably came to America
from Prussia about 1750. Rudolph and his

brother Jacob went from the neighborhood

of Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, to Lincolnton,

North Carolina, during the Revolutionary

days. Both brothers were soldiers in the

Revolutionary war and probably witnessed

the battle of Cowpens, accounts of which
have been handed down to the children of

the third and fourth generation; how the

men rode two by two to battle under the gal-

lant General Greene.

Rudolph Conrad was three times married.

His first marriage was with a Miss Schuford.

The issue of this union was one child, Daniel.

By his union with Miss Shell, Rudolph had

five children, Peter, Jacob Lewis, Mary
(Kline), Susan (Baumgarten) and Charlotte

(Plott). His third marriage was to Miss

Stockinger, and their children were John
Lewis, Ephraim, Rebecca, Elizabeth. Peter,

the paternal grandsire of Peter R. of this

sketch, married Sarah Abernathy, of North

Cai'olina, and came to Missouri in 1820.

David Conrad, the father of Peter R., was

the oldest of his seven children. The others

were Elizabeth, Jacob, William, Clarissa,

George and Martha. The Conrads are a re-

markably long-lived race and all these chil-

dren except David and Martha lived to be

over eighty. The latter died at the age of

seventy-five and the former in 1890, at

seventy-nine. George is supposed to be still
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living near Grinuell, Iowa, at the age of

Ininety-one. The father of this family was a
Icabinet maker by trade. He had been ap-

Ipreuticed to a worker in this craft when a

[boy, being bound out for a number of years,

as was the custom of the time. When he
{came to ^larlile Hill he settled near an vinele,

I

Casper Shell, who gave him live acres of

[laud, planted in corn. Peter was very poor
at the time of his arrival in the county, but
before he died he accumulated a fair compe-
tence and a comfortable home. He died in

August, 1842, at the age of sixty-two.

David R.. son of Peter and father of Peter

R., was born January 5, 1811. He married
in 1833 ]\Iiss Mary Bollinger and lived and

; died on the farm now occupied by Daniel E.

j
Conrad. This was a part of the old Spanish
grant purchased by David R. from Fred-

I

erick Slinkard. David Conrad had thirteen

I children, including Peter R., of this review;

I

Jacob, who died on Deceml)er 7, 1905, at the

j
age of seventy ; Moses, who passed away at

I

sixteen years of age ; Elizabeth, still living

;

I John ; Sarah and Priscilla. both deceased

;

I

Clarissa, wife of William Ileitman ; George

j

E., born in 1852 ; Benton, who died at the age

I
of nineteen ; and Frances Jane, wife of

Trustin Gideon.

Peter R. Conrad Avas educated in the

county schools and at home. He had the ad-

vantage of the instruction of his parents,

both of whom were well educated and cul-

tured. Peter spent nearly two years at

Pleasant Hill Academy, north of Jackson.
He lived with his father until he was twenty-

six years old, this being in the year 1860.

At that date he began to farm for himself.

but interrupted this peaceful pursuit a year
later to enter the Union army.
The First Missouri Engineers was Peter

Conrad's regiment and he gave three years
of service to the coimtry which his great-

grandfather had helped to make an inde-

pendent nation. He served as a sapper and
a miner and in the signal corps, in the rail-

road repair work, in railroad building and
in road making. In the course of perform-
ing this important work I\Ir. Conrad saw
much hai-d service and was present at the

bombardment of Fort Heniy.
After the war agriculture again claimed

Mr. Conrad's attention. He now owns
two hundred and forty acres of land, one
hundred of which is fine cleared land on
Whitewater creek. He owns considerable

live stock, including a small herd of slieej).

A large fruit orchard is one of the most val-

uable sections of his farm.
Mr. Conrad does not permit his work to

absorb all his attention. He is a man of
broad culture and wide reading. Geology is

one of his favorite studies and he lias studied
the geological formation of the region with
which he is thoroughly familiar. lie is

famed as a collector of minerals and Indian
implements, as well as other curios. His col-

lection of stone implements used by the In-
dians is one of the finest private collections
in tiie state.

Mr. Conrad has been twice married. His
first wife was Anna Nugent, daughter of
John II. Nugent, of West Virginia. Their
marriage took place in Jlay, 1800, and the
union lasted until jMrs. Conrad's death,
twenty-one years afterward. They had nine
children, seven of whom are living. The
names and dates of birth of the children are
as follows : Rudolph, June 3, 1861 ; William,
September 15, 1865, and died at the age of
nine ; John I., ]Mav 20, 1867 ; George, May 28,

1870; JIarv, Julv 10, 1872: Albert, February
28. 1875; Arthur 0., February 25, 1877;
Augusta, February 22, 1878; and David,
born June 2, 1869, who died in infancy.

In 1886 ilr. Conrad was married to Emma
Griffith, the adopted daughter of Dr. C. N.
Griffith. Mrs. Conrad is a native of Den-
mark. Her mother died on the ocean coming
to America and her father in St. Louis in

1852. The infant daughter Emma was
adopted by Dr. and Mrs. Griffith, of Iron
county. 3Ir. and Mrs. Conrad have two chil-

dren living, Frances Eleanor and Julius C.

Two others, a son and a daughter, died in

infancy.

Mr. Conrad is a member of the fast dimin-
ishing Grand Army of the Republic. He is

of the political party of Lincoln, Grant and
MeKinley. In religious doctrines, he sub-
scribes to those of the Presbyterian church,

of which he is an honored and valued mem-
ber.

IMiCHAEL De Guire. Great men are great

in their methods. As contra.sted to ordinarv
men, the.v draw their plans on a larger scale

—think in bigger units—trudge to further

horizon.s—climb longer hills—contest in

greater arenas, and accept no compromise
from opportunity. It is the size of the game
as well as the size of the man that spells sue-
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cess. Michael De Guire is a scion of one of

the oldest pioneer families in Missouri, his

father having come to what is now Madison
county as early as 1790. He has ever been
imbued with the ancestral spirit of enter-

prise and through his well directed endeavors
has achieved a marvelous success as a busi-

ness man and miller. He has lived retired

from participation in active affairs since 1903,
and while he has now attained to the age of

seventy-four years he is still hale and hearty
and manifests a keen interest in community
affairs.

Michael De Guire was born in Madison
county, Missouri, on the 5th of November,
1837, and he is a sou of Paul and Sarah (Ni-

fong) De Guire, the former a native of Ste.

Genevieve, this state, and the latter a native

of North Carolina. Paul De Guire was a sou
of Paul De Giiire, who came to America from
France prior to 1800 and settled on a farm
in the vicinity of Fredericktown. Paul De
Guire, with three other French families,

hewed the road through the wilderness to

Madison county, theirs having been the first

wheeled vehicle to come over the trail. Paul
De Guire, whose birth occurred in 1792, died

in 1875, at the venerable age of eighty-three

years. He was engaged in lead-mining,

smelting and shipping during the greater

part of his active career, his product having
been manufactured and sold after being
shipped to the IMississippi river, where it

eomjnanded a price of two and a half cents

per pound. He had a number of slaves and
hired other negro help to carry on his busi-

ness. He was also an extensive farmer. He
married, in 1821, Sarah Ann Nifong. whose
birth occurred in North Carolina, in 1805,

and who was descended from German ances-

tors. She caroe to Missouri as a child and died

in 1887, at the age of eightv-two years. She
and her hi;sband were both devout comuni-
cants of the Catholic church. Of their nine

children the subject of this review was the

fifth in order of birth and but three are liv-

ing at the present time, namely.-—Mrs. Eliz-

abeth Allen, of Kansas City, Missouri ; Mrs.

Sarah Putnam, of California : and Michael.

of this notice. At this juncture it is inter-

esting to note that Paul De Guire owned the

first hand-mill for grinding corn in this sec-

tion of the state. The subject of this sketch

still has the top stone in his possession, this

being a very historical relic, as it represents

part of the first mill of any description in

Madison county.

Michael De Guire was reared to the pioneer
life of liis native place and his rudimentary
educational training consisted of such advan-
tages as were afforded in the schools of the
locality and period. In 1854, at the age ojE

seventeen years, he accompanied two of his

brothers, A. A. and Henry, on the overland
trip to California. A. A., G. W. and Henry
De Guire went to California in 1849. being
members of a company of twenty-five, of

whom A. A. De Guire was the last survivor,

his death having occurred on the 4th of Jime,
1911, in his eighty-third year. A. A. De
Guire crossed the plains again in 1862, driv-

ing cattle, and he made two more trips in '63

and '64. In the latter years of his life he
made three trips bv railroad, making in all

seven round trips to California. Michael De
Guire remained in California from 1854 to

1858, devoting his time to mining enterprises

and achieving marked success. With the ex-

ception of nineteen years he has spent his

entire life in Madison county, having main-
tained his home in Fredericktown since 1876.

For thirteen years he was engaged in the mill-

ing business in St. Francois county and sub-

sequently he was identified with that line of

enterprise in Madison county, devoting forty

years to that pai'ticular project. He started

out with a fifty barrel mill and for thirty

years conducted a two hundred barrel mill,

this mill being now operated by others, at

Fredericktown. In 1877 he built a brick mill

in this place and owned the same imtil 1903,

when he retired. He recently sold a fine

farm directly north of the town and he re-

sides in his beautiful home on West Main
street, where he has lived for the past twenty
vears.

On the 19th of December. 1861. I\Ir. De
Guire was united in marriage to Miss Eliz-

abeth Blanton, a native of Iron county,

Missouri, and a daughter of Benjamin Blan-

ton, who was bom in Kentucky and who
became a farmer in this state in an early day.

Mr. and Mi*s. De Guire became the parents

of two daughters, concerning whom the fol-

lowing data are here inserted,—Fannie mar-

ried H. D. Christoff. who is a druggist at

Fredericktown, and they have four children,

Charles, John, Norman and Consuelo; and
Flora, who is the wife of W. R. Nifong, of

Oklahoma City, where he is a civil engineer,

employed in setting up refrigerating and ice

plants. They have two children, Jennie and
Robert.

In polities Mr. De Guire is a Republican,
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with Prohibition tendencies. He has never

been ambitious for public office of any de-

scription but has served with efficiency as a
member of the board of school directors. In

their religious faith he and his family are

devout members of the IMethodist Episcopal

church. Mr. De Guire is strictly a self-made

man, having himself built the ladder by
|whicli he rose to affluence. All his business

dealings have been characterized by fair and
honorable methods and as a citizen he com-

mands the unalloyed confidence and esteem

of his fellow men.

Samuel Boutin. If those who claim that

fortune has favored certain individuals

above others will but investigate the cause

of success and failure, it will be found that

the former is largely due to the improvement
of opportunity, the latter to the neglect of

it. Fortunate environments encompass
nearly every man at some stage of his ca-

reer, but the strong man and the successful

I
man is he who realizes that the proper mo-
ment has come, that the present and not the

future holds his opportunity. The man who
makes use of the Now and not the To Be is

the one who passes on the highway of life

others who started out ahead of him, and
reaches the goal of prosperity in advance of

them. It is this quality in Samuel Boutin
that has made him a leader in the business

world and won him an enviable name in con-

nection with contracting and building ai¥airs

at Cape Girardeau, where he is recognized as

a citizen whose loyalty and public spirit have
ever been of the most insistent ordfer.

Samuel Boutin was born in Windham
county, Vermont, on the 19th of July, 1852,

and he is a son of Joachim Boutin, who was
born at Point Levis, Canada, the date of his

nativity having been 1804. The grandfather
of him to whom this sketch is dedicated im-

migrated to America from his native land of

Prance in the latter part of the eighteenth

century. After being reared and educated

in Canada Joachim Boutin came to the

United States, locating in the state of Ver-
mont, where he turned his attention to agri-

cultural operations. In 1826 was recorded

his marriage to Miss Martha "Warner and to

them were born ten children, of Wliom Sam-
uel was the seventh in order of birth and
five of whom are living at the present time,

in 1911. The father was summoned to the

life eternal in the j'ear 1879 and the mother
passed away in 1883.

In the public schools of his native state of

Vermont, Samuel Boutin received his ele-

mentary educational training. In 1872, at

the age of twenty years, he decided to seek
his fortunes in the west and in that year es-

tablished his home at Hampton, Iowa, where
he became interested in the contracting and
building business, being associated in that
line of enterprise with his brother, C. W.
Boutin, until 1887. In the latter year he
removed to Centerville, Iowa, where he was
superintendent of bridge-building for the
Keokuk & Western Railroad Company for the
ensuing fourteen years. In 1901 he went to

Gaiy, Oklahoma, where he was general road-
master for the Choctaw & Northern Railroad
for about one year, at the expiration of which
he came to Cape Girardeau to accept a posi-

tion as superintendent of bridges and con-

struction work on the St. Louis & Gulf Road.
In 1903 his territory was extended over the
third district of the Prisco system and he
remained with that road until March. 1905,
at which time he went to Muskogee, in the
Indian Territory, where he was roadmaster
over the Midland Valley. In September,
1905, he returned to this city, where he was
employed as general foreman by the Frisco
system to build the Chaffee yards. In 1907
he was in Georgia with the Fall City Con-
struction Company and soon thereafter was
forced to give up railroading on account of
the impaired condition of his health. In
1908 he came back to Cape Girardeau and
here opened offices as contractor and builder.

He has been eminently successful in this line

of enterprise and by reason of his extensive

experience has won renown for the excellent

quality of his work.

At Hampton, Iowa, in the year 1874, Mr.
Boutin was united in marriage to ]\Iiss Julia
Crawford, who was born in Canada, a daugh-
ter of William Crawford. Mr. and Mrs.
Boutin are the parents of four children, con-

cerning whom the following record is here
offered,—ilaud is the wife of C. R. Porter,

a prominent lawyer and politician at Center-

ville, Iowa ; Lottie is now Mrs. A. S. Duck-
worth, her husband being engaged in the

lumber business at Cape Girardeau ; Ralph
G. is a dentist by profession and is engaged
in that work at Harper, Kansas; and Charles

W. is auditor for the Bell Telephone Com-
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pany in this citj'. In their religious faith the

Boutin family are devout members of the

Presbyterian church and they are popular
factors in connection with the best social ac-

tivities of Cape Girardeau.

In his political affiliations Mr. Boutin is

aligned as a stalwart in the ranks of the Re-

publican party but aside from membership
in the city council he has not been active in

politics. In the time-honored Masonic order

he is a valued and appreciative member of

St. Marks Lodge, Free & Accepted Masons;
Roj'al Arch Masons; and St. John's Com-
mandery, No. 21, Knights Templar. He is

also connected with Za-6a-Zig Temple, An-
cient Arabic Order of the Nobles of the Mys-
tic Shrine. IMr. Boutin is a man of fine men-
tality and broad human sympathy. He thor-

oughly enjoys home life and takes great

pleasure in the society of his family and
friends. He is always courteous, kindly and
affable and those who know him personally

accord him the highest esteem. His life has

been exemplary in all respects and he has ever

supported those interests which are calcu-

lated to iiplift and benefit humanity, while

his own high moral worth is deserving of the

highest commendation.

Charles Austin Cole. It is not to be

gainsaid that there is no office carrying with

it so much of responsibility as that of the

instructor who moulds and fashions the

plastic mind of youth ; who instills into the

formative brain those principles which, when
matured, will be the chief heritage of the

active man who in due time will sway the

multitudes, lead armies, govern nations or

frame the laws by which civilized nations are

governed. To say that all learned men are

capable of filling this high and important

office is by no means the truth. One inclines

to the belief that the true instructor is born

and not made ; he must have a vast knowl-

edge of human nature ; he must know not

only what is in books, but what is in man,

also, that is, he must understand his pupil

and deal with his mind according to his in-

dividuality.

Professor Charles Austin Cole is one of

the able and efficient educators of Franklin

county and is superintendent of the Union
public schools. He was born in this county

and is descended from one of the earliest of

the pioneers among the territorial settlers

along the Missouri river. The honor of

bringing the family patronymic into the state

belongs to Jacob Cole, the grandfather of

the subject, who came hither in 1797 from
Lexington, Kentuckj^ Jacob Cole devoted
his activities to pastoral and agricultural

pui-suits and was one of the highly known
and highljr honored men of his section.

Jasper Cole, a son of Jacob, was born in

I\Iissouri in 1831. Following in the footsteps

of his father, he adopted as his own the great

basic industry and bej'ond his assumption
of the duties of the office of justice of the

peace he had little connection with public

affairs. During the Civil war his sympathies
were with the Union and its preservation

and he did his part as a member of the I\Iis-

souri State Militia. He was Republican in

politics. The death of this prominent man
occurred at Shotwell in 1904, when his

years numbered seventy-three. He married
ilrs. Susan Cooper, widow of John Cooper
and a daughter of Joseph Smith, a Kentuc-
kian. Four sons and a daughter were born
to the union, making a large household, for

ilrs. Cole had the following children by her
previous marriage with ]\Ir. Cooper: John
Thomas; Elizabeth, first Mrs. Seaton and
afterward Mrs. Cowan; and James. The
subject is the eldest in order of birth of the

Cole family.

The country schools served to provide
Charles A. Cole with his elementarj^ educa-

tion. He left his desk in the rural school to

preside over a school of the same kind as its

teacher and thus began what proved to be a

life work in the domain of public education.

"While teaching he strengthened himself by
home study and as a student in private

schools, and advanced in the pedagogical pro-

fession to supervisor of graded schools.

Normal training in the state institution at

Cape Girardeau aided him materially in

grasping the essentials of success as a teacher

and manager in graded work, which he be-

gan as principal of the schools in Union in

1893. After a year he was elected principal

of the schools of Washington and remained
in such capacity for four years. He returned

to LTnion at the end of that period and has

since carried on his work here.

As an educator in the broadest sense Mr.

Cole has acquitted himself creditably. For
four years he was countj- school commissioner

and during his regime the old practice of

holding county institute prevailed and he

was in command of the work of training the

count.y teachers, as provided then by law.

Since the abolishment of the old plan he has
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conducted a suinnier school in Union for

teacliers, and such as feel the need of a prac-

tical review of the common branches and of

advice on method and management for a

number of weeks each vacation season are

attorded this great advantage. An experience

of more than twenty years in the school-

room has made Professor Cole a master in

training both the pupil and the teacher. His
higli scholarship has been awarded recogni-

tion by a state life certificate issued by State

Superintendent William T. Carrington.

In politics Mr. Cole is a Republican and his

inclination to participate actively in the bouts

of his party in the county have been occasion-

ally gratified. He won the Republican nom-
ination for county clerk from a competitor

who had been incumbent of the office for six-

teen years and who had held other offices as

long, totaling thirt.v years continuous office

holding, but was defeated in the election by
the disloyalty of his beaten opponent to the

party ticket. He has served as secretary of

the county central committee and has

mingled frequently and fraternally among
the public men of both his county and state.

jMr. Cole was married in Franklin county,

December 24, 1891, his chosen lady being ]\liss

Cora Fitzgerald, a daughter of AY. H. and
Talitha Fitzgerald, who were among Franklin

county's old settlers. The first Mrs. Cole

died March 3, 1905, the mother of three chil-

dren : Raymond "W., Edith M. and Herbert

Allan. For his second wife ]Mr. Cole married

Miss Minnie Faughnder, daughter of George

W. and Sarah Faughnder, who came to Mis-

souri from the Old Dominion. Their union

was celebrated August 29, 1906, and their

home is one of the attractive and hospitable

abodes of the town. There are no children.

Fraternally Mr. Cole holds membership in

the State Teachers' Association of Missouri

and he is past chancellor of the Knights of

! Pj'thias. He is one of the elders of the Union

Presbyterian church.

Charles M. Crites. Born July 6, 1887.

Mr. Charles Crites has most of his history yet

before him. His parents, J. M. and Adeline

Crites. were both born in Bollinger county,

this state. J. M. Crites bought a quarter sec-

tion of land near Dongola in 1901. being an

experienced farmer during his entire active

life.

His death in 1910, aged fifty-six years, has

left the two sons, Charles and Henry to man-

age the farm. Stock and general fanning
i^ Vol. 1—43

engage the attention of the two young men.
Mr. Crites is a Republican in politics, and
while not active in political circles is none the
less counted one of the influential citizens of

Dongola, both personally and politically.

J. W. TiMBERMAN, the county sheriff, is a
man who stands high in the esteem of the
people of Kennett. For a man to make a
success of his life under any circumstances is

a subject for congratulation, but when he has
all the difficulties to encounter that Mr.
Timberman has surmounted he may justly be
proud of himself. As a matter of fact, how-
ever, Jir. Timberman is a very modest man
in regard to his own attainments and capabil-

ities.

He was born near Clarkton in Dunklin
county, January 25, 1872. His father was
Mathew Timberman, a native of Virginia,

who came to Missouri, where he bought a
farm. He died in 1875. He married ]Mar-

gai'et A. Rayburn, whose family had come
from Mississippi. She has always remained
with her son, J. W. Three daughters were
also born to Mr. and Mrs. Timberman.

J. W. Timberman had the misfortune to

lose his father when he was only six years old.

His mother was left with the task of

bringing up the little family of three

girls and a boy. J. W. very early felt

the responsibility of the family resting on his

shoulders, as he tried in every way to spare

his mother as much as possible. He was not

able to get very much schooling himself, but
he has educated his thi-ee sisters. He has
done all kinds of work to keep things going.

For ten years he operated a saw mill near
Kemiett. He worked on the farm which his

father had bought near Clarkton, farming in

the sununer and clerking in a store in the

winter. He moved to Kennett for the sake

of his sisters, so that they could have more
advantages in the way of education. In 1908

he was elected to the office of sheriff of the

county, his term commencing January, 1909,

and lasting four years. He is a representa-

tive Democrat and active in primary work.

He is a member of several fraternal orders,

the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, the

^Modern Woodmen of America. Ben Hur and
the Masons. Mr. Timberman has never mar-

ried, perhaps he has not yet found time or

has not seen the right lady. His mother and

he have always been most devoted to each

other. He has found time in the midst of his

busy life to devote a short period to the sports
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of hunting and fishing, being an adept at

both.

Theodore Lewis Bunte, Jr. A well

known citizen and enterprising business man
of Saint Franc-ois county is Theodore Lewis

Bunte, Jr., cashier of the St. Louis Smelting

& Refining Company, one of the important

industrial concerns represented in this sec-

tion. He was born September 27, 1874, at

St. Louis, Missouri. He is of Teutonic ex-

traction, his father, Theodore L. Bunte, Sr.,

having been born in Hanover, Germany,

March 30, 1845, and the subject shares in

those fine characteristics which have made the

German one of our most valuable sources of

immigration. The father came to America at

the age of twenty-seven years and located in

St. Louis, where he engaged in mercantile

business. The year 1889 marks an era in his

career, for in that year he abandoned the

mercantile field and went into the smelting

business with the St. Louis Smelting & Refin-

ing Company, enga^ng in general smelting.

In 1873, the year after his immigration to

this country, the father married Miss Bertha

May, also from Germany, and to their union

have been born three children, namely : T. L.

Bunte, Jr. ; Alma B., wife of W. H. Nance,

and Lewis H. T4ie father remained asso-

ciated with the St. Louis Smelting Company
until 1904, in which year he went back to his

old occupation, the mercantile business, and

he is thus engaged in St. Louis at the pres-

ent time. He is in harmony with the policies

and principles of government for which the

Democratic party stands sponsor, and he is a

member of the Lutheran church.

Theodore L. Bunte. Jr.. spent his early life

amid the scenes of his birth—the city of St.

Louis. He received his education in the ex-

cellent public schools and was graduated from

the high school. Very soon thereafter he

entered business life and almost from the first

he exhibited that fine execiitive capacity and

acumen that has insured his success. He has

been with the same company throughout the

entire course of his career, first becoming as-

sociated with them in 1892, the year he fin-

ished school, and remaining with them in St.

Louis until 1900. In that year Mr. Bunte

came to Saint Francois county, representing

the same company with which he now holds

the office of cashier, headquarters being

located at the lead mines. It is not to be

gainsaid that much of the prosperity of the

concern in this locality is due to the part he

has played in its management.
Mr. Bunte was married in 1898, Miss

Louise A. Jacobi, of Kirkwood, Missouri, be-

coming his wife and the mistress of his house-

hold. Their union has been further cemented
by the birth of two children,—Marie and
Lewis. Mr. and ]\Irs. Bunte are valued mem-
bers of the Presbyterian church and are

active in the best social life of the commmiity.
In politics Mr. Bunte is an adherent of the

Democratic party and his fraternal interests

extend to the Ancient Free and Accepted
Masons, the Independent Order of Odd Fel-

lows and the Order of Columbian Knights, in

which three organizations he is a prominent
and popular member.

Abner Barrow. To owe one's success

neither to chance nor to the happy circum-

stance of the fortunate struggles of one's

forebears, but to be able to look back over

one's life and see success coming as the re-

sult rather of innate talent, grit and manly
persistence is a great thing. Few men arc

afforded this satisfaction, but Abner Barrow,

now the honored and successful postmaster

of Greenville, can recall the day when he

came to Wappapello with the discouraging

capital of thirty-five cents, from which small

beginning he has wrought an ample compe-

tence for himself and his family, as well as

gained the sincere respect and hearty liking

of the community where he makes his home.

Abner Barrow was born in Jackson county.

Illinois, June 29, 1858, a son of ilarion and

Elizabeth (Thomason) Barrow, both of whom
were also natives of Jackson county. Be-

sides the subject of this brief personal re-

view they were the parents of the following

children: Abner, John, James (deceased).

George, Ed,, Charles, Ellsworth, Frank, and

Annie, the third child, is the wife of Ben F.

Hill, of Iliram, ilissouri. With this largi-

family of brothers and one sister he was

reared among the homely but pleasant sur-

roundings of the Illinois famistead, and en-

joyed the educational advantages of the

neighboring schools. After his marriage in

1882, to Miss Lewella Jones, the young cou-

ple started life on a small farm, but in the

year 1886 he and his wife and his parents

felt the call to a newer country, and. migrat-

ing to the state of Missouri, first settled in

Wappapello, this state. From that time the

elder Mr. Barrow worked as a tiller of the
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soil, tlying in Greonvillo iu Fe])ruary, 1893,

at the advanced age of sixty-seven jears.

He had taught school iu Illinois for many
years. His wife survives him, and at present
makes her home in Greenville. She is still

young in appearance, although the date of

her l)irth was iu June, 1839.

Ujion his settlement in Wayne county Ab-
iiir iJarrow engaged in the tie business, and
\v;is associated in his initial venture in that

occupation with the Frisco & Hauck Rail-

road. Following that, he came to Greenville

and took a tie contract for ^Ir. Halliday,

whose section boss he subsecjueutly became
during ilr. Halliday 's active interest in the

building of the W. G. & St. L. Railroad.

During the winter of 1892 Mr. Barrow man-
asicd the laying of the ties and steel through
Gii'i'uville.

In this connection it is a pleasure to re-

call that Greenville owes much the same sort

of gratitude to Mr. Barrow that Ohio owes
to the famous "Johnny Appleseed," whose
early efforts are responsible for most of the

oldest apple orchards iu that state, for it

was ilr. Barrow who set out most of the

maple trees that are at the present time one

of Greenville's most attractive features. Be-

fore returning to work for Mr. Halliday in

IS'id Mr. Barrow turned his attention to the

ocriiiiation that had been his father's dur-

ing ills boyhood days in Illinois, and for a

brief time returned to farming.

In the year 1897 he entered upon his first

taste of public service, and accepted the posi-

tion of postmaster, which position he held un-

til 1904, when he resigned to further serve

the public in the position of sheriff, to which
office he was twice elected, for two terms of

two years each. On April 8, 1909, he was
again appointed to the postmastership of

Greenville, and he returned to his former

post.

By his first marriage Mr. Barrow became
the father of six children, four of whom now
survive, as follows: Lyman, of Bonne Terre;

:^I,ilta, of East St. Louis; Waldo and Blanche.

Three of the sons, Lyman, Malta and Waldo,
with their uncle, Ellsworth Barrow, form the

Barrow Quartette, well known in musical

circles throughout southeastern Missouri.

Lyman Barrow is a trombonist of ability and
great renown, having toured the country as

a trombone soloist two seasons with Wheeler's

Marine Band, appearing in almost every state

of the Union. He has been in the ranks of

professional musicians for the past fourteen

years. JIalta Barrow ha.s had long expe-
rience with various bands and orchestras

throughout tiie country and has appeared as

saxophone and trombone soloist on various
occasions. Waldo iiarrow has been a profes-

sional musiciau since twelve years of age, and
is one of the youngest nnisicians appearing
in concert to-day. His woi'k is proclaimed by
press and public of the highest type. Ells-

worth Barrow, the uncle, was for a number
of years a teacher of wiud instruments.

In June, 1897, Mi*. Barrow, of this review,

contracted his second marriage, and Mrs.
Alice (.Baird) Barrow became the mother of

one son, Ray, now at home. She died in

September, 1909, aged thirty-six years. On
March 27, 1911, Mr. Barrow was united in

marriage with Mrs. Rachel Goodwin. Both
Mr. and ilrs. Barrow are valued and devoted
members of the Missionary Baptist church.

That Abner Barrow is indeed "one of the
most popular and best-liked men in Green-
ville," as has often been said of him, is at-

tested by the number of his appreciative and
enthusiastic fraternal affiliations. He is a

member of the time-honored Masonic order,

a member of the Independent Order of Odd
Fellows, a member of the Modern Woodmen
of America and of the Court of Honor. In his

political affiliations he avows a stanch alle-

giance to the "Grand Old Party," whose in-

terests he has ever been ready to serve and to

represent.

Dr. John D. Porteepield, now retired

from active practice, although he is not an
old man, is one of Cape Girardeau's most re-

spected citizens. A professional man, and
above all a physician, may be looked upon as

making more or less a sacrifice of himself to

aid humanity and the cause of science. He
receives less monetary returns for his work
than a business man and yet as a general

thing he has expended much more time and
money in preparation for his career than has
the business man. The physician who looks

upon his profession as merely a means of

livelihood is an utter failure, ilonetary con-

siderations had very little to do with Dr.
Porterfield's choice of a calling. From the

very beginning of his training he has felt

that he wanted to learn all that it was possi-

ble for him to learn in regard to diseases and
their cures. A most profound reader and
thinker, he hailed evei'y new discovery with

the deepest interest.

He was born in Venango county, Pennsyl-
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vania, July 15, 1843. His father, Dr. Robert
L. Porterfield, was also a physician, a native

of Pennsylvania. He practiced m Pennsyl-
vania and Illinois, locating in Danville about
1848. His father, William Porterfield, was
of Scotch-Irish descent and served during
the Revolutionary war. Dr. Robert Porter-

field married Ann Donaldson, a native of

Pennsylvania, of Scotch-Irish descent.

Dr. John D. Porterfield has little recollec-

tion of his Pennsylvania home amongst the

mountains, as his parents moved away when
he was very small. He was educated at Mari-
etta, Ohio, and also attended the Jefferson

Medical College at Philadelphia and the Mis-

souri Medical College in St. Louis, Missouri.

In 1864 he came to Cape Girardeau, but only

stayed a very short time, not long enough to

become established in his profession. He
went to Commerce, Missouri, where he
stayed for twenty-three years, practicing all

the time. In 1888 he came to Cape Girar-

deau, where he has lived ever since. He has
been in practice in southeastern Missouri
longer than any physician in the state. About
1906 he retired from practice, leaving the

carrying on of that work to his sons.

In 1866 he was married to Sarah Hall, who
died in 1872. The following year he married
Fannie B. Cullum, who came from Mobile,

Alabama. To this union were born one daugh-
ter and three sons. The sons have all followed

their father's profession, thus making three

generations that have given themselves to the
medical profession. Elmo, the eldest son, is

practicing in St. Louis. John D., Jr., has
taken his father 's practice in Cape Girardeau.
Lowry is a physician and surgeon in Chicago.

All three sons are graduates of the Chicago
University and Rush Medical College. Their
sister Bulah C, is the wife of Harry H. Coff-

man, son of Dr. John Coffman, a practicing

physician of southeastern Missouri.

In addition to his professional duties, the

Doctor has taken an active part in public af-

fairs. He was mayor of Cape Girardeau for

one term. He is at present president of the

Cape Girardeau "Water Works and Electric

Light Company. He was one of the organ-
izers and is a director in the Southeast Mis-

souri Trust Company and has other inter-

ests in farm lands. He is a prominent IMa-

son ; having joined that order in 1866, he has
taken the thirty-second degree in Scottish rite

masonry, one of the first men in southeastern

Missouri to have that degree. He is also a

member of the Elks, with a high standing in

that organization. He was at one time Ex-
alted Ruler and he took an active part in the
erection of the new building, having raised
the money to build same. The Doctor has
lived in southeastern ]\Iissouri for forty-seven
years, twenty-three years of that time in
Scott county and the other twenty-four in
Cape Girardeau county. Although he does
not treat patients any more, he is by no means
an idle man, but on the other hand is most
active in all public affairs. Not only did he
devote so many years of his own life to the
science of medicine, but he has left three sons
to carry on the work. There is no man in the
county who has a wider reputation and no
man who stands higher in the respect and
affections of those with whom he comes in
contact.

Carroll P. Bennett. Greenville owes a
double debt to Carroll P. Bennett, for not
only is he conspicuous as the scion of a family
long known in Wayne county as sturdy sup-
porters of all that was advanced for the best
interests of the community, but, by his own
enthusiasm and untiring energy he has led
others after him, and has always shown, both
in industry and public affairs, that quality
of leadership which inspires others to go and
do likewise.

Born near Coldwater on St. Francois
river, Wayne county, December 14, 1871, he
was the son of John L. and Mary (Mathes)
Bennett. His father was born on Bear creek,

Wayne coimty, March 7, 1845, and died at

Piedmont February 11, 1906. His mother
was also born on Bear creek, the date of her

nativity being September 14, 1845, and she is

still living, at Greenville, Missouri.

Not only were his father and mother born
on Bear creek, but also his paternal grand-

father, Larkin Bennett, 1810 being the year

of his birth, and he survived to the ripe old

age of eighty-seven years, his demise not oc-

curring until 1897. His wife, who prior to

her marriage was Miss Mary Hughs, came to

Wayne county vsdth her father who migrated

to that district at an early date and there

entered a farm. The father of Larkin Ben-

nett and the great-grandfather of the citizen

to whom this record is dedicated was a native

of North Carolina, who migrated from that

state, moving first to Kentucky, and sub-

sequently to Wayne county, where he located

on section 30.

The maternal grandfather of Carroll Ben-

nett, Milburn Mathes, was a native of eastern
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Tennessee, who came early to Wayne county
and died before his i)rinie. His marriage with

Jaue Ivy is tinged with a bit of pioneer

romance that helped to make bright those

days of not too easy life in the sparsely popu-
lated districts of the middle southwest. She
had' started with her father and lirother to

found a home in the state of Kentucky, when
she met, loved and consented to become the

bride of IMilburn ^lathes.

Carroll P. Bennett was one of two children.

His sister, who became Mrs. Jennie Barnett.

died in 1906. He spent his early life in tlu'

invigorating and strength-giving environment

•of the home farm, and so satisfactorily did he

complete his work in the common schools of

the district that he in turn became teacher in-

stead of the taught, and occupied the

pedagogue's desk until 1898. In that year he

came to Greenville and compiled a set of

abstract books. He then entered the real

estate and insurance Imsiness. Considering

the fact that to all who know him "his word
is as good as a U. S. bond," and that he has

insight and farsightedness combined with an
unusual portion of that quality of electric

energy that marks the successful American
business man. it is no wonder that every en-

terprise he undertakes prospers. Besides his

substantial business interests already men-

tioned, he is the owner of two or three farms

in Wayne county, and is vice-president of the

Wavne County Bank.
On December 22. 1895, Mr. Bennett estali-

lished the charming home that is now his by

his marriage to Miss Effie Smith, born in

Wayne county, near Piedmont. She is a

daughter of William R. Smith, a prominent

farmer of Wayne county and at one time

sheriff and probate .iudge of the county. To
them have been born three children, Hal,

Mary and Hiram. Politically Mr. Bennett is

recorded among the able and valued members

of what its devoted adherents love to term

"the Grand Old Party."

Ai;BERT A. Farnsworth is one of the well-

known and representative farmers in Bol-

linger county. Since he first engaged in agri-

cultural pursuits the status of a farmer has

undergone a radical change and the man him-

self is viewed in a very different light from

that in which we used to regard him years

ago. A farm and a mortgage used at one time

to be synonvmous terms, and a man burdened

with debt is not apt to he beautiful either m

looks or disposition. Now all of this has been

changed and "back to the farm" means a re-

turn to efficiency, health and life; we reach

the farm by going forward, not by going back-

ward. The business of the farmer who pro-

duces food must be regarded as a fine art, not

to be left to the whipped-out and the dis-

couraged, as in former times. Much of this

changed condition has come about within the

recollection of ^Ir. Farnsworth, and it is due

to the work and example of such as he that

ideas in regard to farmers have become so

modified.

:\lr. Farnsworth was born August 18, 1865,

in Johnson county, Missouri, the son of Chris-

topher L. and Nancy Caroline (George)

Farnsworth, natives of Greene county, Ten-

nessee. In the fall of 1854 air. and Mrs.

Christopher Farnsworth came to Henry
county, aiissouri, with the idea of becoming

permanently located there, but in the spring

of 1855, they determined to move to Johnson

county, where they raised their fii-st crop that

season. After harvest they bought a tract of

land in Cass county, where they resided until

General Ewing's command was issued to- va-

cate the border counties, in 1863. They then

returned to Johnson county and lived there

until death summoned the father. Jlarch 7,

1909. while his widow still maintains her resi-

dence in the county. Mr. and Mrs. Christo-

pher Farnsworth were the parents of ten

children, nine of whom are living.

x\.lbert A. Farnsworth. the seventh of the

family in order of birth, was reared on his

father's farm in Johnson county and attended

the district school in his neighborhood. After

completing his schooling he assisted with the

work of the farm and remained at home until

1890, at which time he was twenty-four years

of age. He then rented from his father a

farm in Johnson county of one hundred and

seventy acres in area, where he lived until

aiarch, 1910. the year following his father's

demise. He removed to Bollinger county, and

with the savings he had accumulated and his

share of his father's estate he bought four

hundred acres of land near Scopus. Bollinger

county. This tract was only in his possession

a very short time before he re-sold it to the

original owner and bought instead two hun-

dred and twenty acres of fine land between

:\rarble Hill and Lutesville. Seventy acres

of this tract is bottom land and the remainder

hill land, admirably adapted for the uses to

which Mr. Farnsworth puts it. He raises
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horses, mules, cattle, sheep and hogs; also

corn, grass, Kaffir corn and cow peas, thus
utilizing all of his farm. He is regarded as
one of the most eutei-prising, progi-essive
farmers in his section of the country.
In 1890 Jlr. Farnsworth married iliss

Florence Bedford, born March 6, 1872, the
daughter of W. W. and Mary E. (Rutledge)
Redford, of Henry county, IMissouri, and
they now have a family of three children,

—

Nellie P., born in 1891. "married to J. W. Gib-
son, of Johnson eouutv ; Cvrns Paul, born in
1894; William Ernest." born in 1898. Mr. and
Mrs. Farnsworth lost two children by death,
one, Archeles Earl, the twin brother of Wil-
liam Ernest, dying at four and one-half
months and Albert Clyde, died at seven
weeks.

Mr. Farnsworth is a member of the Inde-
pendent Order of Odd Fellows and both he
and ilrs. Farnsworth are members of the Mis-
sionary Baptist church. He is a devout Chris-
tian worker and consistently religious in his
every day life.

E. Baker. It is the lot of some men to be
born great, while others have to achieve great-
ness, and Mr. E. Baker of Senath, was clearly
destined to be the architect of his own for-

tune. He began life for himself on a low rung
of tlie ladder of attainments, but by sturdy
industry, untiring energy and a diligent use
of his faculties and opportunities has met
with well deserved success in his agricultural
operations, his large farm being one of the
best cultivated and most productive of any in

the vicinity. Born in Pontotoc county, Mis-
sissippi, December 9, 1853, he there lived on
his father's farm for ten years, having no
educational advantages whatever.

AA^ien ten years old he accompanied his

parents to Tennessee, and from that time un-
til attaining his ma.jority he assisted his

father on the home farm. In 1874 his parejits

came to ^Missouri, but after a .year's residence
in this state they moved to Texas, ilr. Baker
remained in Dunklin county when his parents
settled in Texas, and although he had no
capital, with the exception of thirteen dollars

in cash and a Texas pony, he bought sixty

acres of the land included in his present es-

tate, paying four dollars an acre for it, buy-
ing it on credit. He continued work, how-
ever, as a farm laborer the following year, but
at the end of that time married, and, with his

bride, assumed possession of his land. Labor-
ing resolutely, he cleared and improved a

good farm, and from time to time judiciously
invested in other land, having now a fine farm
of four hundred and forty acres, the greater
part of which is in a high state of culture,
having been cleared and made productive
through his own efforts. In 1904 ilr. Baker
added to the improvements already inaugu-
rated a substantial house, which, with the
three barns on the place, make a good set of
farm buildings. :\Ir. Baker's farm is carried
on by tenants, being rented to different
people, there being five good tenants on his
land, which is devoted principally to the rais-

ing of corn and cotton.

Mr. Baker married, in Dunklin county,
^Missouri, in 1876. Fannie Romines. a native
of this part of Missouri, and into their home
four children have been born, namely: Zella,

wife of Clarence Hutchins, of Dunklin
county; Willie, wife of Edward Wallace, one
of Jlr. Baker's tenants; Maddie ; and Charles,
at home. Politicallj' ilr. Baker is a sound
supporter of the principles of the Democratic
party, and for nine years has served as school
director. Religiously he is a member of the
^Methodist Church, and an active worker in
Harkey's Chapel, having been trustee fifteen

and steward fourteen .years, and still holds
the office of trustee.

Frank Schulte is a noble illustration of
what Independence, self-faith and persistency

can accomplish in America. He is a self-

made man in the most significant sense of the

word, for no one helped him in a financial

way and he is self-educated. As a .voung man
he was strong, vigorous and self-reliant. He
trusted in his own abilit.y and did things

single-handed and alone. Today he stands
supreme as a successful business man and a

loyal and public-spirited citizen. ]\Iost of his

attention has been devoted to mining and
prospecting enterprises and at the present

time he is vice-president of the Bank of

Fredericlrtcwn, an institution that has bene-

fitted gi-eatl.v bv his shrewd counsel.

A native of the great Empire of Germany,
I\Ir. Schulte was born near the cit.v of Berlin,

on the 10th of :\Iay. 1842. He is a son of

Anton and Elizabeth Schulte. who immi-
grated to the United States in 1845, bringing
with them their famil.v for four sons and two
daughters, of which Frank was the youngest.

Anton Schulte, after his arrival in America,
proceeded directl.v to iladison county, Mis-

souri, where he engaged in mining operations,

entering the employ of the Flemings, owners
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of the Mine LaJIotte. For a number of years
he worked for that company on the ten per
cent royalty basis but later he turned his at-

tention to farming. In 1861 his health l)e-

i
came impaired and he lived retired from that
year until his death, in 1867. His cherished
and devoted wife passed away in 1866. They
were devout communicants of the Catholic
church and to the rigid principles of that
denomination reared their children. Only
two of their children are living at the pres-

ent time, namely,—Frank, of this notice ; and
Anton, a farmer near Fredericktown. Joseph
Schulte died in 1899, his active career having
been devoted to mining and farming ; he was
also associated with his brothers Frank and
John in the general merchandise business at

Fredericktown for a number of years and in

1850 he made the overland trip to California,

where he mined for a time. John Schulte was
a merchant and miner in Madison county dur-
ing his life time and he died in Februaiy,
1883. Elizabeth Schulte, who married John
A. Weber, a merchant at Farmington, ]\Iis-

souri, died in 1880; and Gertrude was the
wife of Jacob Lohrey, a merchant at Middle-
brook, this state. She died in 1897.

Frank Schulte was reared to adult age in

Madison county, where he attended the public

schools up to the age of sixteen years. For
a year and a half thereafter he worked at the

carpenter's trade and later he spent several

years as a blacksmith. In 1864 he enlisted as

a soldier in Company F, Fiftieth ]\Iissouri

Regiment, serving for twelve months under
Captain Robert Lindsay in the Union army.
He was mustered out of seiwice in the spring

of 1865 and immediately returned to Madison
count.y, where he has since resided. For a

time he was identified with mining ventures

and later he engaged in the general mercan-
tile business, continuing therein until 1880.

In the latter year he again became interested

in mining and prospecting, along which lines

he has achieved marvelous success. He devel-

oped the Buckeye and the Madison (now the

Phoenix) mines, both of which are located in

Madison county, and he has prospected ex-

tensively in this county for lead. In all his

ventures he has met vsdth unqiialified success

and the same is due, not merel.v to good for-

tune, but to energy and perseverance. Since

1906 he has been vice-president of the Bank
of Fredericktown, in which substantial mone-
tary institution he has invested a great deal

of money.
In Madison county, in 1895, Mr. Schulte

was united in marriage to I\Iiss Amanda jMil-

ler, who was born in Iron county, this state,

and who is a daughter of Henry and ^lar-

garet ]\Iiller, both natives of Germany. Mrs.
Schulte 's father died in 1885 and her motlier

resided in the Schulte home until her death,

July 1, 1911, at eighty-one years of age. Mr.
and Mrs. Schulte have no children. Mrs.
Schulte is a consistent member of the Luth-
eran church. In a fraternal way ]\Ir. Schulte
is affiliated with the Independent Order of

Odd Fellows. In politics he is a stalwart sup-

porter of the cause of the Republican party
but has never manifested aught of desire for

political preferment of any description, pre-

ferring to devote his undivided attention to

his extensive business affairs. He is held in

high esteem by his fellow men, who honor him
for his exemplary life and his sterling integ-

rity and worth.

Dr. George W. "Walker, physician and
surgeon at Cape Girardeau, has practiced his

profession in this city for nearly six years

and has gained high favor among a large and
representative patronage. He is a practi-

tioner of equipment equal to that of the best,

and he has been a devoted student of his pro-

fession for the past decade. His broad knowl-
edge of his science and sympathetic manner
have given him rank among the most skillful

and popular physicians and surgeons in this

city.

A native of the state of Illinois. Dr. Walker
was born near Jonesboro, that state, on the

26th of January, 1876, and he is a son of Wil-
liam W. and Sarah I. (Williford) Walker,
both of whom were likewise born in Illinois,

the former on the 3d of April, 1849, and the

latter on the 1st of February, 1850. The
father was a farmer during the major portion

of his active career but in December, 1901, he
came to Cape Girardeau, where he is now liv-

ing virtuall.y retired, en.joying to the full the

fruits of his former years of earnest toil and
endeavor. Mr. and Mrs. William W. Walker
were the parents of eleven children, of whom
the Doctor was the third in order of birth

and the ninth of whom are living, in 1911.

The rudimentary educational discipline of

Dr. Walker was obtained in the country
schools of Union county, Illinois, and subse-

quentl.v he pursued a course of study in the
Indiana State Xormal School, at Dam-ille.

For five years thereafter he was engaged in

teaching school in his native county and at

the expiration of that period he entered the
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Hospital College, at Louisville, Kentucky,
where he pursued a two-year medical course.

He was then matriculated as a student in the
"Washington University, at St. Louis, Mis-
souri, and in that excellent institution he was
graduated as a member of the class of 1903,
duly receiving his degree of Doctor of Medi-
cine. Immediately after graduation he initi-

ated the active practice of his profession at

Jonesboro, Illinois, where he succeeded in
building up a large and representative pat-

ronage and where he continued to maintain
his home and professional headquarters for
the ensuing two years. On the 1st of August,
1!505, however, he decided to seek greater
fame and fortune in the west and that date
marks his advent in Cape Girardeau, where
he has resided during the intervening years
to the present time and where he is recog-
nized as a physician and surgeon of unusual
skill.

At Jonesboro, Illinois, in the year 1897,
was solemnized the marriage of Dr. Walker
to Miss Effie IM. Fulenwider, who was born at

Jonesboro, Illinois, in 1877, and who is a
daughter of William M. Fulenwider, long a

representative citizen of Jonesboro. Dr. and
Mrs. Walker have three children,—Marie,
Helen and Louise, all of whom are attending
school in this city. In their religious faith

the Walker family are consistent members of
the English Lutheran church, to whose chari-

ties and benevolences they are most liberal

contributors.

In politics Dr. Walker is aligned as a stal-

wart supporter of the principles and policies

for which the Democratic party stands spon-
sor and while he is not actively interested in

local politics he manifests a deep and sincere

interest in all matters projected for the good
of the general welfare. In the grand old Ma-
sonic order he is affiliated with St. Mark's
Lodge, No. 93, Free & Accepted Masons, -of

which he is past master. Dr. Walker is a man
of broad human sympathy and kindly, genial

manner and it may be said concerning him
that the circle of his friends is coincident

with that of his acquaintances.

J. M. PoKTERPiELD, like many otlier young
mcji, did not know exactly what he wanted
to make his life work when he started out on
his career. He commenced as a physician,

next gave his attention to carpentering, and
subsequently turned to the farm as the place

where he would like to spend the rest of his

days. There is an old saying that "a rolling

stone gathers no moss,
'

' but if Mr. Porterfield

will pardon our likening him to a stone, we
would say that he has not only gathered moss,

but he has found time to dispense some to

others who were less fortunate than he.

Mr. Porterfield hails from a farm in Hard-
in county, Tennessee, where he was born July
31, 1849. He is the son of W. C. and Ursula
Porterfield, who were natives of Eastern Ten-
nessee, where he followed the occupation of

farming all of this life. In earlier life he

had followed carpentering. J. M. Porterfield

is the seventh child in order of birth of the

thirteen children who were born to his

parents. He received his preliminary educa-
tional training at the district school in the

ueighborhood of his father's farm, and at that

time the school was a subscription one. After
he had completed the course which was re-

quired he entered the college at Savannah,
Tennessee, and more as the result of accident

than deliberate choice, he prepared himself to

be a physician, in the medical department of

the Savannah College. This college only of-

fered a two years' course at that time, so that

after he had learned all the medical knowl-

edge which the college afforded, he entered the

office of Drs. L. E. Covey and J. D. Wagner,
and under the preceptorship of these able phy-
sicians Mr. Porterfield read medicine for a

year. He tlien went to Vanderbilt University,

at Nashville, for a six months' term, and this

completed his course. He was then a certified

practitioner, and he established himself in

Cerrogordo, Tennessee, where he built up a

very fine practice during the eleven years that

he stayed there. He found the life a hard
one, however, as his patients were scattered

over an area of eight or ten miles, which
necessitated his making very long trips to visit

them. After eleven years of this life Mr.
Porterfield decided that he was not following

the line of work for which he was best fitted,

either in taste or abilities—although he had
iieen remarkably successful, but he decided to

give up his practice. He removed from Ten-
nessee to Arkansas, where he took up his res-

idence in Paragould and began to do car-

pentering. From a boy he had always shown
great aptitude for all kinds of wood work,

and his success was immediate and steady.

While he was living in Cerrogordo, Ten-

nessee, lie had accumulated some property,

and wlieii he moved from the state he sold

this, but he did not liuy any more in Arkan-
sas, rather devoted his whole attention to his

carpentering business. He only stayed in
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,Paragould a short time, and then moved to

|Piggott, Arkansas, but his stay there was of

Ishort duration also, and he pressed on to Mis-
jsouri and located at Senath, when there were
jOnl.v a few scattered houses there ; he helped
|to build the town, and at the expiration of

Ithree years he felt that his desires were
Iturned in tlie direction of the farm. He
ibought the place which he occupies to-day.

—

.a mile and half southeast of Caruth. wjiere

he farms eighty acres of land, forty acres of

Iwhich belong to his wife and the other fort.v

lacres he bought. When he first moved on to

|the farm it was very much run down, but he
ihas greatly improved it. having built fences
jand put up a new barn. He grows cotton and
(Corn, and also raises stock on his land, and
lis very successful.

llr. Porterfield has been twice married.

I

On October 13, 1876, he was united in mar-
'riage to Miss Sallie C. Welch, of Savannah,
jwhere the Doctor was in college. After just

I
twenty years of married life she died in

j
Arkansas, leaving five children.—Eldridge,
'who is now a contractor and architect in Pig-

Igott, Arkansas, and is married to iliss Lulu
i Wheeler; Mary, the second child, who is the

I wife of John Stevens, of Maiden, Missouri

;

' Ella, who is married to Tom Clifton of

I

Dunklin county ; and Vivian, who lives with

I her sister Marsella, the wife of William Pitts,

^ncnr Caruth. On the 18th of January, 1900,

Mr. Porterfield married Mrs. Nancy A.
I'ruett, a widow with five children. One

]
cliild, Archie, has been born to the union of

Mr. and Mrs. Porterfield, and he is just ten

years old, a student in the public school.

]Mr. Porterfield is a member of the ^Metli-

odist Episcopal Chvirch, where he is an active

worker. He is a Democrat, and although he

has no desires for political honors for him-

self, he has at different times been most
active in working for some of his friends.

! All that Mr. Porterfield owns is the result of

I

his own efforts. As a rule it is not a good
thing for a man to make change of occupa-

tion, but it is much better to change than it

is to continue in work which is distasteful,

and in the case of Mr. Porterfield his varied

experiences have helped to broaden his char-

acter and to make him the efficient member
of the community that he is at present.

Frederick W. Stumpe-. For a decade past

the Bank of Washington, ^lissouri, has had
its official head Frederick W. Stumpe, who is

a native of Missouri, though his father came

from Germany. This is an especially happy
combination—American aggressiveness and
push combined with German thrift and con-

servatism, and it has served to inspire with
confidence those who desired to invest their

savings in the Bank of Washington. Indeed,
Mr. Stumpe has been extremely successful in

handling money to good advantage,—not only
his own, but that of his patrons, and he can
justly take a pardonable pride therein.

As above stated. Mr. Stumpe was born in

jMissouri, upon a farm three miles south of

the cit.v of Washington, the date of his birth

being November 6, 1852, a son of Henry W.
and Mary (jMarquard) Stumpe. Henry W.
Stumpe and his wife were both natives of

Osnabruck, Germany, where they were mar-
ried, but hearing of the glories of America
they decided to try their fortunes in 'that

countiy, so,' in 1833 they immigi-ated to the

United States and settled in Franklin count.v,

Missouri. Here ]\Ir. Stumpe devoted his time
and talents to farming, which formed his life

occupation. He died in 1868, at the age of

sixty years, his wife surviving him until IMay,

1886, when she, too, passed to the Great Be-
yond. The issue of this union was Mary, wife

of W. H. Gallenkamp and mother of Judge
Gallenkamp, the surveyor of the port of St.

Louis : Henry, who was one of the first volun-

teers from Missouri in the Civil war. and who
later passed bis life as a merchant in Wash-
ington : Julia became the wife of Judge
Robert Hoffman, of Washington : Louisa mar-
ried Arnold Godt. and died in Washington

;

Charlotte passed away in 1868 as the wife of

John Went.vne. of St. Loiiis ; and Frederick

W., the immediate subject of this review.

Frederick W. Stumpe left the farm during
his early youth, as agricultural pursuits did

not tempt him as a life vocation, and entered

private school in Washington, where he
acquired his educational training. He first

tasted the fruits of his own labor emplo.ved as

a painter, but instead of following this

occupation he accepted a clerkship, which
position he retained until 1875, when he was
appointed assistant cashier of the Washington
Savings Bank, the first and only bank in that

city. He immediately discovered that the

handling and investing of money was his

forte, and decided to make the lianking busi-

ness his life vocation. In July. 1877. this in-

stitution failed and Mr. Stumpe was ap-

pointed its assignee, and so succcssfull.v did

he manage its tanffled affairs that the deposi-

tors were practicall.v paid in full.
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That same year the Bank of Washington
was organized, its promoters being V. W.
Stumpe, Leopold Wattenberg, F. A. Hendrich,

John B. Buseh and H. D. Kibbler, the two lat-

ter gentlemen having but one share each. The
capital of the institution was ten thousand

dollars, and Leopold Wattenberg was chosen

president, while Mr. Stumpe was appointed

assistant cashier. In 1890 Mr. Stumpe was
promoted to cashier, and in 1901 he was
elected president to succeed Mr. Wattenberg.

The success of its managements can best be

grasped from its present condition, the capital

stock having been increased to fifty thousand
dollars, while its surplus is double its present

capital. Mr. Stumpe has other business inter-

ests, being one of the directors of the Wash-
ington Building and Loan Association, a con-

cern which has made a phenomenal record as

a fiduciary institution, and he is also a

director of the Washington Water Company.
In politics Frederick W. Stumpe gives his

preference to the Republican part.v, his fellow-

citizens having shown their trust in him by
electing him to the offices of city clerk and
city treasurer, respectivel.v. He is a member
of that old established fraternity. Ancient

Free and Accepted Masons, and is a past mas-

ter of Washington Lodge, No. 25.

On October 9, 1878, a marriage ceremony
was performed uniting Frederick W. Stumpe
and Amelia Wilhelmi in the holy bonds of

wedlock. ]Mrs. Stumpe was the daughter of

Julius Wilhelmi, a native of Mannheim, Ger-

many, who came to this country in early life.

He was a Union refugee from Arkansas dur-

ing the period of the Civil war, and was later

sheriff and collector of Franklin county. Mis-

souri. Mr. and Mvs. Frederick W. Stumpe
were the parents of the following children:

Earna, the wife of Jasper N. Tankersly, of

Chicago, manager of the interests of the IMc-

ilillan Company, of New York; Miss Adele,

of Washington ; Robert W., who is in business

in St. Louis ; and ]Miss Elsie, of Washington.

Mrs. Stumpe was called to her eteimal home
July 25, 1899. She was a devoted wife and
mother and beloved by all who knew .her.

The two daughters. Misses Adele and Elsie,

preside graciously over the home of our sub-

ject, which is a gathering place for the social

activities of Washington.

D. J. CoNR.VD. It was "the embattled

farmers" who "fired the shot heard round

the world
'

' at Concord Bridge and ever since

America has drawn her best soldiers from her

farms. Patriotism flourishes in the country.

The life of D. J. Conrad is an instance of the

response that the call to arms evokes from the

man who owns and works his fields. His
father, J. J. Conrad, was a veteran of the

Civil war, whose military career in no way in-

terfered with his being a successful agricul-

turist, and the son, born in 1872, emulates his

parent in zeal for the two pursuits.

Reared on his father's large farm, D. J.

Conrad attended the schools of the county.

At the outbreak of the Cuban war he enlisted,

.ioiued the Sixteenth U. S. Infantry and
served eight months in Cuba. He was mus-
tered out of the Cuban army January 17,

1899. Eight months later he again enlisted

in the Philippine war. His regiment was the
Thirty-eighth U. S. Volunteer Infantry, in

whose ranks he served seventeen months in

the Philippine Islands. He returned to Bol-

linger count.v after his discharge and took up
his work of farming again.

Upon his father's death in 1903 he became
possessed of one hundred and fifty acres of

land, mostly in timber, though he has added
eight.y acres of timber. The father owned at

one time some four thousand acres, which is

still owned in the family. Like most of his

neighbors, Mr. Conrad raises stock besides

doing general farming. He spent one year in

the west, leaving Missouri in March, 1903.

From 1905 to 1907 he was sheriff of Bollinger

county, an office whose duties he discharged
with characteristic thoroughness. At the

time of the disturbance in IMexico, in 1911,

Mr. Conrad was sent to Texas and served in

the camp of instructions. He was called out

by the Ad.iutant General of ]\Iissouri.

The marriage of Mr. Conrad and Miss Ida

Kinder took place December 30, 1908. Ida

Kinder was the daughter of A. A. and Mary
Kinder, both natives of IMissouri. Mary
Bums Conrad, the only child of ]\Ir. and Mrs.

D. J. Conrad, was born November 9, 1909.

Mr. Conrad belongs to the Masonic order,

being a member of the lodge at ilarble Hill,

i\Iissouri. He is also actively connected with

the Army and Navy Union at St. Louis, Mis-

souri. Mr, Conrad's church preference is the

Presbvterian, where he regularly attends.

Politically he is known as a thorough-going
Republican.

Rev. Elisha Calvin Butler. One of tlie

most necessary characteristics for a man to be

possessed of in order to make a success of his

own life and of those things which he under-
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takes is to be intensely in earnest. This is

one of tlie most noticeable traits about the

Rev. E. C. Butler, pastor of the Kennett Mis-
sionary Baptist Chureh. If one follows his

career one cannot fail to see that he has ac-

complished almost miraculous results by rea-

son of his own personality. Others have the

same message to tell, but they are not able to

obtain the listeners, simply l)e<'ause they have
not the power to speak with the conviction

that strikes home. Mr. Butler accomplishes

those things which he sees possible day by day,
thus opening vip avenues to new efforts and
new results. A brief survey of his history

may prove of interest.

He was born in Carroll county, in western
Tennessee, January 8, 1869, and was brought
up on the Tennessee farm. After the comple-

tion of his preliminary education he attended

Ewing College. Ewing. Illinois : not having at

that time felt himself drawn towards the min-

istry, he began to teach at the age of twenty-

two, teaching in the country schools in Ten-

nessee for three years. He had also taken a

two years' course at the Holiday Independent
Normal School in Benton county, Tennessee.

After teaching for a short time in Tennessee

he decided that for him the way to do the

most good in the world was to become a minis-

ter. He was especially interested in the mis-

sion side of the ministry and he attended the

Missionary Baptist College at Ewing, where

he took a theological course. He had, how-
ever, preached before this and had also been

ordained ; he felt, however, that the college

work would make him more fully equipped

for his career. As soon as he left college he

entered upon his pastoral work, locating first

at Steeleville, Illinois, in Randolph county,

and Taraaroa, Illinois, taking charge of the

pastoral duties at both these last named places

at the same time. His next charge was at

Cobden, Illinois, coming in 1906 to Dexter,

Missouri, where he remained three years as

local pastor. During this time the church

was remodeled and the attendance was

doubled. He organized the Baptist Young
Peoples Union, which still continues to be a

live enthusiastic society. He owns a Gospel

tent, in which he holds meetings. During the

series held in Dexter there were twenty-four

conversions. He held a series of four meet-

ings in the county, outside Dexter, one result-

ing in tliirty-eight conversions one in forty-

seven and still another in thirty-one. The

result of these meetings, in addition, or per-

haps because of the impression produced in

tiie hearts of the people, resulted in the build-

ing of a thousand dollar churcii at Idalia,

Missouri. It was ereetetl witiiin sixty days
after the close of the meetings and was fully

paid for at the time of its tledicatiou. This
was certainl,y striking while the iron was hot.

It is the experience of so many of the evangel-

istic preachers of the country that tlie people
who are converted during special meetings do
not continue in the road in whicii they started.

The Rev. Elisha liutler has probably found a
cure for that; he, as in the ease cited above,

inunediately gets the new converts started to

do .something, not giving them a chance to

backslide ; then when once in the work, the
chances are very nuich in favor of the large

majorit.v remaining steadfast, as there is con-

stantly something to do to keep their interest

alive. He held meetings at the Tatum school

house, near Dexter, Missouri, where there

were forty-seven conversions ; a church re-

sulted, which is called Butler's Chapel. He
witnessed two hundred conversions in five

meetings in Stoddard eount.y, IMissouri. All

of this work was accomplished within three

years, and in October, 1909, he came to Ken-
nett, as the result of a most urgent invitation

from the Baptist chureh. Since he came to

Kennett he has spent most of his time in con-

nection with the local church. Since his ar-

rival the Kennett church has added tw-ent.v by
baptism and thirty-two by letter, as the result

of constant, day by da.y effort on the part of

Mr. Butler. The church is now being

enlarged, to accommodate the growing enter-

prises. Six Sunda.v-sehool rooms are being

added, for the modern teaching that has been

inaugurated. The present membership of the

church is about two hundred and eighty-nine.

The young people in particular are becoming

interested and are doing effective work.

Although Mr. Butler is absolutel.y devoted to

the local church and finds full scope for his

energies, he still continues the tent work, for

which he is so admirably suited.

On April 20, 1897, Mr. Butler was married

to Miss josie Parhara, a native of Montgomery
county, Illinois. She is in perfect sympathy
with her husband in all of his efforts and is

herself active in the church. Besides being

president of the Woman's ^Missionary ITnion,

she is active in the general work of the church.

Mr. and Mrs. Butler have one daughter. Ver-

die Charleve, who is now twelve years old and
attending the Kennett public school. Their
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other child, Loran Parham, died when he was
two years old, while Rev. Butler was pastor at

Dexter, Missouri.

Mr. Butler is a member of the Independent
Order of Odd Fellows. It is probable that

his association with this order has been of

great assistance to him in his church work, as

he can the more readily adjust himself to dif-

ferent classes of men. He has a fine library,

composed chiefly of books pertaining to his

work, but not exclusively, as ]\Ir. Butler be-

lieves in having about him all the broadening
influences that are possible. If a minister

would be effective, he must be able to be "all

things to all men," not in the way of toady-

ing to them in the least, but he must have the

faculty of entering into their feelings and be

able to view things from their standpoints.

Mr. Butler naturally has this faculty and he

has cultivated it so that it has developed to

an imusual extent. He is doing a great work
and as he is still a young man, is probably

only at the beginning of his career. From
Mr. Butler's standpoint the most successful

life is the one that has accomplished the mo.st

good and from that attitude his friends

would say that he is most successful. He is

not a rich man, which is the gauge of a busi-

ness man's success—the ability to make
money—but he has riches of a more lasting na-

ture, treasures which can never be stolen nor

lost. The people in Kennett love both Mr.
Butler and his wife and appreciate every ef-

fort they are making. His work as pastor

at Kennett, jMissouri, closed in October,

1911.

Emil Charles Schramm. A young man
of splendid business intelligence and enter-

prise is Emil Charles Schramm, manager of

the Schramm Wholesale Grocery Company,
of Flat River, an important and flourishing

concern with capital stock estimated at forty

thousand dollars. He is also connected with

one of Saint Francois largest monetary in-

stitutions, the ^Miners & IMerchants Bank, be-

ing a stockholder and director in the same.

Mr. Schramm is a native of Sainte Genevieve

county, Missouri, his birth having occurred

within the boundaries of that neighboring

county May 11, 1881. His father, Henry
Schramm, was born in Germany, March 22,

1843. He secured his education in the rightly

famed schools of that country and like so

many German youths of his generation, served

an apprenticeship as a baker. At the age of

nineteen years he came to America and lo-

cated in Sainte Genevieve county, Missouri,

but did not pursue the trade he had learned,
instead securing land and devoting his ener-

gies to the great basic industry. He early es-

tablished a household by marriage, the young
woman to become his bride being ]\Iiss Philli-

pine Herter, of Sainte Genevieve county,

daughter of Heni-y Herter. To their union
were born twelve children, of whom ten sur-

vive at the present time, Emil C, the imme-
diate subject of this review, being the ninth

in order of birth. Mr. and Mi-s. Schramm,
the elder, reside in St. Francois county at the

present time, making their home upon the i

farm which is dear to them by many happy
^

associations and enjoying the respect of the

community in which they have so long been
valuable factors. The elder Mr. Schramm is

Republican in politics and Lutheran in relig-

ious conviction.

Emil C. Schramm enjoyed the experience,

usually considered an advantage rather than

otherwise, of spending his early years upon
the farm and assisting in the duties there to

be encountered which bring the boy and girl,

in the words of the Hoosier poet, "near to Na-

ture's heart." He received his education in

the public schools of East St. Louis and later
jj

entered the business department of Carleton \

College, whose course he finished at the age of

twenty-two. Soon afterward he entered the

Schramm Wholesale Grocery House, man-
aged by A. 0. Schramm, a brother, first en-

gaging in the duties of the position of stock-

man and subsequently as salesman. In 1908

the subject became manager of the Schramm
Grocery Company at Flat River and in the

subsequent time has met with no small

amount of success in this capacity. As men- t

tioned in a preceding paragraph, he is also

connected with the Miners & Merchants

Bank.
'Sir. Schramm became a recruit to the Ben-

edicts when, on the 26th day of September,

1906. he was united in marriage at Farmiug-

ton to Aliss ilamie Braun, of Farminsiton,

daughter of Charles and Elizabeth {~S\e\\)

Braun. Mr. and ]Mrs. Schramm are the par-

ents of one son. Leonard. The subject gives

hand and heart to the policies and principles

for which the "Grand Old Party" stands and
is Lutheran in religious faith. He and his

wife maintain a pleasant home and hold high

place in popular confidence and esteem.

The Schramm Wholesale Grocery Com-
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pany was established in the year 1903, and is

I

capitalized tor forty thousand dollars. This
company makes the entire lead belt its terri-

tory and does a business of the highest class,

i beins indeed one of those excellent concerns
which contribute in very material fashion to

the prosperity and prestige of the section.

William N. HowxIrd, M. D. In all the
11 unity of Cape Girardeau there is no man
who is more respected and loved by old and
young, by rich and poor alike, than is Dr.
A\'illiam N. Howard. For years his life has
Immh spent in seeking to benetit others. His
one ambition has been and still is to serve his

iVIliiw men. His maxim is to look up, not
down, to look forward not back, but lend a

liaiul. His knowledge of human nature has
tautiht him to look upon the errors of others

iu sorrow not in anger. He is a man whom to

see is to admire.
He was born in Cape Girardeau county,

Missouri, November 26, 1862. He is the son
of James M. Howard, a native of North Caro-
lina and one of the early settlei's in ^Missouri,

whither he came with his parents when he

was a small boy. The family located on a

farm near Appleton, on which one of the sons

still lives. James M. Howard married Sarah
Day who was also born in North Carolina and
was the daughter of Nighten Day of that

county. "When Sarah was very small her par-

ents moved to Cape Girardeau county, where
they farmed, settling near Oak Ridge. Mr.
and Mrs. Daj' have four sons and two daugh-
ters, who all live in the neighborhood of their

old home. Mi-s. James M. Howard died in

1909, having borne five sons and two daugh-
ters. The little girls both died in infancy.

Four of the sons are living now, of whom Dr.

William is the third. The grandfather of

William N. Howard and father of James ]\I.

Howard was named John. He was of Scotch

English descent and was born in North Caro-

lina. He came to southeastern Missouri and
located on a farm near Appleton. Two of his

sons were also farmers.

William N. Howard's boyhood days were

spent on his father's farm, where he learned

something of the fai-m life and attended the

district school. After he had been educated

as highly as his father thought was necessary,

he started out to make a career for himself.

He had not at that time decided to become a

physician, but first did some surveying for

the railroad, in 1884. Three years later he

began to study medicine, entering the St.

Louis iledical College, from which he grad-
uated in 1890. Immediately following his
graduation, he came to Cape Girardeau,
where he has been in practice ever since. He
is a member of the Cape Girardeau iledical
Society

, the Southeastern Jlissouri Medical
Society, the Missouri State ^Medical Society
and the American Medical Association.

In 1896 his marriage to Adda Wilson,
daughter of Gilbert Wilson of Cape Gir-
ardeau county, was solemnized. To this union
was born one daughter, named Sarah after

the Doctor's mother.
Dr. Howard is a Democrat and although he

is greatly interested in public affairs, he has
evinced no desire for honors for himself. He
is a member of the Knights of Pythias and of

the ilasouic Order, holding membership in

the Blue Lodge Ancient Order Free and Ac
cepted Masons. He is a life long resident of

Cape Girardeau county and has been in prac
tice in this city for over twenty years, having
a general practice and also doing surgical

work for the railroad. There is only one phy-
sician in Cape Girardeau who has been in

practice a little longer than Dr. Howard, but
there is no one who is more loved. He is very
much interested in educational work and is a
member of the board of education, on which
he does very admirable work. He realizes

that it is on the schools that the future of his

native county depends. He has the interests

of the children greatly at heart.

Thojias J. SwEAZEA. It is a pleasure to

the biographer to include in these sketches of

important citizens of southeastern ^Missouri

one who is not only prominent for his pres-

tige as the grandson of a pioneer and as a
respected member of the legal profession, but
one who is also as firmly intrenched in the af-

fection and high regard of the many who
know him personally as Mr. Thomas J. Swea-
zea. of Piedmont.
The paternal grandfather of Thomas Swea-

zea, William Sweazea, was born in the state

of Tennessee, and migrated to this state in

1808, locating near the Black river, where he
entered and bought a large and fertile tract

of land, which he tilled and made his home
until 1850, the year of his death. George
Mann, the maternal grandfather of Mr. Swea-
zea, a native of South Carolina, also early

felt the impulse to try life on what was then
the frontier, and came from his native state

to the Black river district. William Sweazea,
the father of the subject of this brief record,
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was born and reared in "Wayne county, where
until 1865 he undertook farming on a small
tract of land on the Black river, but in that
year he removed to Reynolds county. There
he purchased another tract of land and spent
the remainder of his life in its improvement,
so that in 1901, when he died at the vener-

able old age of seventy-three years, he hav-
ing been born in 1832, it was an important
agricultural and stock raising estate. His
wife, before her marriage, was Amanda
Mann, a native of Reynolds county. Her
birth occurred in 1832, and she passed to her
eternal reward in 1880. Her husband was
ever a loyal member of the Democratic party,

and both were devout members of the Bap-
tist church. Besides Thomas J., their chil-

dren were as follows : William A., now of

Wayne county ; Sophronia, wife of Robert
Benson and makes her home in Alabama

;

and Margaret, wife of M. L. Sanders, of

Leeper, this state.

Thomas J. Sweazea was bom on his fa-

ther's farm on October 14, 1870. He remained
on the home farm until he was within one
year of his majority, and took advantage of

the educational opportunities afforded by the

district schools of those early days. When
he was twenty he entered Carleton College,

at Farmington, ]\Iissouri, where he remained
until 1893. He then made practical iise of

his education and taught a school with such
success that in 1895 he was elected county
commissioner for a tenn of two years. His
first experience as candidate for the office of

county clerk of Reynolds county not result-

ing in the possession of the honor, he ran
again in 1903 and this time easily won the
office. In 1907 his political service to his

county was continued as a member of the
Forty-fourth General Assembly, as repre-

sentative from the Reynolds county district,

and he is still remembered for his able par-

ticipation in the making of wise legislation

for his native state.

Following his term of office, he removed to

Salem, where he prepared himself for his

profession by reading law, with such success

that in 1909 he was admitted to the bar. He
again changed his residence, coming to Pied-
mont, where he opened his office and made
the beginnings of his present fine patronage.
He has continued his public service as a mem-
ber and secretary of the school board of Pied-

mont, where he has rendered needed service

as an advocate of better and more efficient

schools.

Besides his profitable law clientage, Mr.
Sweazea owns a farm not far from Piedmont.
On June 6, 1895, he insured for himself a •

gracious companionship and happy home by]
his marriage with :Miss Ella ilalloy, who wasj
born May 30, 1871, near Piedmont, a daugh-f
ter of John and Mary (Warren) Malloy, ofJ
Wayne county. Four children have since
come to their pleasant home, namely: Doyle
J., Pearl, Ava and Opal T.

j\Ir. Sweazea adheres firmly to the princi-j

pies and policies of the party of Jeffersor
and Jackson. Both he and his wife support}
the tenets of the Baptist church.

Thomas Martin Jackson, member of the!

bar of Southeast Missouri and a successful!

attorney of Desloge, has had a varied and!
useful career both in the law and in the min-
istr3^ Born in Monroe county, Kentucky,]
January 14, 1860, and spending his early!

years on a farm, he received an education inl

the country schools, in the Glasgow Normall
School and Business College at Glasgow,]
Kentucky, and the Southern Normal School]
and Business College at Bowling Green, Ken-]
tucky, and after his graduation from the lat-

ter entered educational work. For thirteeni
years he was a successful teacher in Ken-
tucky, IMissouri and Arkansas. During six]

years of this period he carried on his studies]

for the bar in a law office, and was admitted]
to practice April 28, 1892, at Russellville,|

Arkansas, and later enrolled in the supreme
court of ilissouri.

For six years he was engaged in active

practice. He then devoted his service to the

ministry of the Methodist church. South,]

and for sixteen years was a traveling min-

ister for that denomination. Finally, on ac-j

count of his wife's health, he returned to the

practice of law^ in 1908, and has since en-j

.joyed a liberal business at Desloge. During
his ministry he occupied some of the leading

pulpits of the state and was also a presiding

elder in that church. In politics he is

Republican.

jMr. Jackson 's father was George W. Jack-j

son, who was born in Washington county,!

Tennessee, March 29, 1836. His early life]

was spent on a farm in his native state imtilj

the war, when he joined the Union armyj
Company B, Fifth Kentucky Cavalry, ano

was a member of Sherman's army during it

march to the sea. After the war he settled

on a farm in Kentucky. Before entering the
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service he married Miss Rebecca A. Ford, a
Idaugliter of Thomas and Mary Elizabeth
I Ford, of that state. Eleven children were
I

born of their marriage, Thomas il. being the
'second in order of birth. George W. Jack-

j

son moved to Missouri in 1880, locating near
Farmington, where his active years were

I

spent in farming, and he lived retired in that

j
town until his death, in 1910. His wife pre-

I ceded him to the other world about twenty
I years. In polities he was a strong Repub-
j
liean, was affiliated with the G. A. R. post,

j
and was a member of the Baptist church.

\\ Mr. Thomas il. Jackson married, Febru-
M ary 27, 1890, ^liss Jennie Fowler, a daughter

I of George P. and Lavina Fowler, farmers of

St. Genevieve county, IMissouri. Mr. and
Mrs. Jackson have four children : Clemmie,

J Harry F., Grace M. and Catherine.,

I
W. A. Davault. The great Apostle Paul,

when describing the ideal preacher of the

I
gospel, says, he must be "apt to teach," a

i characterization which cannot fail to impress

I
all who know Rev. W. A. Davault, vice-presi-

I

dent of Will Mayfield College, as being an

i

especially fitting description of the Profes-

I

sor. It is not given to many men to wield so

I wide an influence ; to be in such close touch

I with the younger generation, the students of

j
the college, and at the same time to be pastor

I of three Baptist churches, and perhaps few
I men could fulfill such responsibilities. Cer-

!
tainly Professor Davault is rightlj' regarded

as a power for righteousness, culture and all

that makes for the higher life.

By descent Professor Davault belongs to

the Huguenots who settled in North Cai'o-

lina when persecution drove them from
France and who have given America so many
theologians, scholars and statesmen. The
founder of the American branch of the fam-

ily was a Baptist missionary. In 1804 James
Davaiilt, grandfather of W. A., came to

Bollinger county, where he was one of the

earliest settlers. Christian J. Davault, son

of the pioneer and father of the subject of

this sketch, was a farmer and also a soldier

in the Civil war, in the Union army. He was

once captured and later paroled. He was
in active service at the close of the war, hav-

ing enlisted three times, always in a Missouri

regiment. He died in 1899, in the county

where he was born and where he spent the

most of his life. His wife was born in Perry

county, the daughter of William Adison

Walker. Her family, too, were pioneers of

this county, coming from Virginia early in
the nineteenth century. The Walkers are of
English origin.

\V. A. Davault 's native town is Perryville,
Missouri, where he was born January 25,
1865. His boyhood days were si)ent on the
farm assisting his father and attending the
district school. He began teaching at the age
of nineteen, an occupation for which he liad
prepared him.self by study in both pul)]ic and
private schools and one for which he kept
himself at the best by constant study. In
1894 he graduated from the academic "couree
of Will Mayfield College; in 1901 Mr. Da-
vault took his B. S. degree from the same in-
stitution, and received his A. :\I. degree in
1911.

Mr. Davault has not confined his interest
in education to merely acquiring knowledge
or even to imparting instruction. He has
given many years of faithful and intelli-

gent service to the administrative branch of
the department of public education. His
service a,s school-connnissioner of Bollinger
county began in 1895. He served in tiiis ca-

pacity until 1899. During the same period
he was chosen as conductor of the district

teachers' institute, doing most efificient work
the whole four years in both offices. In 190.3

tlie Professor was again elected school com-
missioner and served six years, making five

terms in all which he has given to this work.
During all this time he was active in the

ministry, having missed but twenty appoint-
ments in twenty-two years since he was or-

dained for the ]3aptist ministry in 1889. He
is now moderator of the St. Francis Baptist
Association of southeast ^Missouri. He gives

half of his time to preaching at Marble Hill.

The other half he divides between the Baptist
churches at Glen Allen and Marquand.
The Rev. Davault has been teaching in Will

Mayfield College since 1898. with the excep-
tion of some yeai's .«pent in teaching in the
public schools. His service to that institution

has been recognized by his appointment to

the vice-presidency of the college, which of-

fice he has held since 1900. His work as an
instructor is in the departments of History
and Psychology.
The marriage of Jlr. Davault to ]\Iiss

Margaret E. Williford occurred in 1887.

Mrs. Davault is the daughter of George S.

Williford, a native of Tennessee. Six chil-

dren have been born to the Professor and his

wife, one son and five daughters. Tlie .son.

Dr. Webster W. Davault, has chosen the pro-
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fession of me,dicine and will graduate from
the Barnes Medical School of St. Louis in

1912. Before entering upon this special

training. Dr. Davault took his A. B. degree

at Will Mayfield College. He was born in

1889, four years before Miss Miriam Eula
Davault. ]\Iiss Davault graduated from the

college where her father and brother received

their degrees both in music and in the aca-

demic department. She is at present en-

gaged in teaching at Sikeston, Missouri.

Three younger daughters, Helen Emma,
Willa Anastasia and Lula Ionia, are aged
sixteen, thirteen and nine, respectively, and
the fifth, Mildred Anna, made her advent

into the home September 10, 1911.

Professor Davault is a valued member of

the Modern Woodmen of America. His many
professional and social duties have not caused

him to grow indifferent to his immediate sur-

roundings. He owns a fine residence and six

lots in Marble Hill.

R. E. Jennings. Noteworthy among the

prosperous agriculturists of Dunklin county

is R. E. Jennings, of Senath, who through

his own persistent energy and industry has

acquired a good farming property, which he

is managing with most satisfactory pecuni-

ary results. A native of Texas, he was born

in Dallas June 27. 1865, but a short time be-

fore the death of his father.

Taken then by his widowed mother to Vir-

ginia, he lived for awhile in the Old Domin-
ion, and later accompanied his mother to

Tennessee, from there, at the age of fourteen

years, coming to Dunklin county, Missouri,

where the death of his mother occurred in

1898. Although he had received but a mea-

ger education, R. E. Jennings was forced to

begin working for wages as soon as old

enough to be of use to any one,, and the first

seven months after coming to ilissouri was
employed on a farm in the vicinity of Ken-
nett. He subsequently worked as a farm
hand in various places, principally in Dunk-
lin county, and bv dint of perseverance and
thrift accumulated sufficient money to war-

rant him in purchasing a farm. Assuming
possession of his present farm of forty acres

in 1904. Mr. Jennings has made improve-

ments of an excellent character, increasing

its value to one hundred and fifty dollars an

acre, it being one of the best and most highly

productive estates in the neighborhood.

Mr. Jennings has been twice married. He
married fifst^ in 1886, Beiilah C. Wright,

who died a few months later, on November
80, 1886, leaving no children. He married
for his second wife, January 8, 1888, Cassa
B. Harkey, who was born August 18, 1872,
and is a sister of W. R. Harkey, of whom a
brief biographical sketch may be found on
another page of this work. Mr. and Mrs.
Jennings are the parents of three children,
namely : Annie, born March 31, 1893 ; Wal-
ter, born October 18, 1894; and Raymond,
born February 28, 1905. Politically Mr. Jen-
nings is a stanch adherent of the Democratic
party, and fraternally he is a member of the
Woodmen of the World.

George W. Lanpher, Sb., has for many
years been a leading and influential citizen

of Fredericktown and his former activity in

business affairs, his co-operation in public in-

terests and his zealous support of all objects

that he believes will contribute to the mate-
rial, social or moral improvement of the com-
munity keeps him in the foremost rank of

those to whom the city owes its development.
His life has been characterized by upright,

honorable principles and it also exemplifies

the truth of the Emersonian philosophy that

"the way to win a friend is to be one." His
genial kindly manner wins him the high re-

gard and good will of all with whom he comes
in contact and while he has lived in retire-

ment for the past ten years he is still hale

and hearty.

A native of Madison county, Missouri,

George W. Lanpher was born at Mine La-

Motte on the 12th of February, 1837. and he

is a son of George and Elizabeth (Nifong)

Lanpher, the former a native of Ohio and the

latter a native of Missouri. The father came
to this state as a young man, was a carpenter

by trade, and after his marriage settled at

Mine LaMotte, where he was interested in

mining projects until his death, in 1845, at

the early age of thirt.v years. For a short

time he also conducted a tavern at Frederick-

town, where he likewise served as postmaster.

l\Irs. Lanpher was a daughter of George Ni-

fong, who settled in Bollinger county, Mis-

souri, having removed thither from North

Carolina. Mr. Nifong was a farmer by occu-

pation and during the closing years of his

life resided on a fine estate near Frederick-

town, where he died in 1870. Mrs. Lanpher
died in 1885, at the age of seventy-seven

years; in earl.v life she was a member of the

Christian church but later affiliated with the

Methodist denomination. Mr. and Mrs. Lan-
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phei' became the parents of seven children, of

whom four grew to maturity and three of

whom are living at the present time, namely,
—Pelix, of Cape Girardeau; Mrs. Amanda
Moore, of Ironton, Missouri ; and George W.,

of this notice.

George W. Lanpher, Sr., the immediate
subject of this review, was reared to matur-
ity at Predericktown, where he attended the

common and subscription schools. As a mere
youth, in 1854, he accompanied a band of fel-

lows on the overland trip to California, where
he remained until the latter part of 1857 and
where he was interested in mining ventures.

After his return to Madison county, Mis-

souri, he farmed for eight or ten years, his

fine homestead, a mile and a half west of

Predericktown, being now operated by a son.

In 1872 he was elected to the office of assessor

of Madison county and later he was chosen

as county sheriff and collector, serving in the

latter offices for four years. In 1879, in com-

pany with ]\Iichael DeGuire, he built the mill

at Predericktown, continuing to operate the

same for a period of twenty-one years, at the

expiration of which he disposed of his inter-

est therein to William Gudgei- Since 1901

he has lived in virtual retiremenc.

On the 14th of October, 1858, was recorded

the marriage of Mr. Lanpher to Miss Eliza

Virginia Parkin, whose birth occurred in

Madison county, August 28, 1838, and who
is a daughter of Joseph and Emily (Johnson)

Parkin. Joseph Parkin was born in England,

whence he removed to Virginia in an early

day, settling at Wytheville. He was twice

married, Mrs. Lanpher having been a child

of his second union. On his trip to America,

Jnscnb wns accompanied by two brothers, one

of whom died at sea, en route, and the other,

Thomas, who died in Missouri shortly after

the Civil war. Mr. Parkin was a farmer and

miner by occupation and he died in the vi-

cinity of Predericktown in 1845, at the age of

sixty years. Emily (Johnson) Parkin was

a sister of Thomas and William Johnson,

former residents of Cape Girardeau. She

was born at Louisa Courthouse, Virginia, re-

moving thence to Mt. Sterling, Kentucky, and

coming from the latter place to Missouri as

a girl. Mrs. Lanpher has one brother and a

sister living and one brother deceased,

namely : Joseph resides at Predericktown

:

Emily is the wife of Dr. Reuben Fugate, of

Parmington, Missouri ; and Aylette B. was a

soldier in the Confederate army and lost his

life during the Civil war, at Parmington,
tliis .state.

Mr. and Mrs. Lanpher became the pHrents
of seven children, of whom five are living at

the present time, in 1911. Emma is the wife
of M. E. Blanton, of Predericktown; they
had four children—James, William, Charles
(who died at four years of age), and Almcda.
William, who had been attending the State
University at Columbia, Jlissouri. died at

the age of twenty-three years, at Prederick-
town, Missouri. Edgar is a farmer near
Predericktown : he married Patty AViley and
they have three daughters—Belle, Eliza V.
and Dorothy. Lillian married Samuel Bu-
ford and she died on the 17th of August,
1909, being sur^'ived by four children

—

Prank, Charles. George L. and Nellie Jane.
Annie is the wife of William H. Blanton and
they reside on a farm one mile north of
Predericktown ; they have three children

—

Lillian, Walter and Clyde. Charles A. is en-

gaged in the general merchandise business at

Predericktown; he married Belle Hoffman
and they have two children—Eliza Elizabeth
and Charles. Jr. George W., Jr., operates
his father's farm near Predericktown; he
married Annie Nevada Graham and they
have one child. Alma.

In politics George W. Lanpher, Sr., is a
stalwart in the ranks of the Democratic party,

in the local councils of which he has been a

most active factor, serving with efficiency in

a number of important offices of public trust

and responsibilty, as previously noted. Per
the past fifty yeai\s he has been a valued and
appreciative member of the time-honored
JIasonic order, being the oldest living mem-
ber of the lodge at Predericktown. He and
his wife are both connected with the Order
of the Eastern Star and in their religious

faith are consistent members of the Christian

church.

Robert P. Wichterich, M. D. During
the years which mark the period of Dr.
Wichterich 's professional career he has met
with gratifying success and during the pe-

riod of his residence at Cape Girardeau he

has won the good will and patronage of many
of the best citizens here. He is a thorough
student and endeavors to keep abreast of the

times in everything relating to the discover-

ies in medical science. Progressive in his

ideas and favoring modern methods as a

whole, he does not dispense with the time-
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tried systems whose value has stood the test

of years. There is in his record much that
is worthy of the highest commendation, for

limited privileges and financial resources

made it necessary that he personally meet
the expenses of a college course. In doing
this he displayed the elemental strength of

his character, which has been the foundation
of his success. He now stands very high in

the medical profession of the state and is in

the fullest sense of the term a self-made man.
Dr. Wichterich is also engaged in the drug
business at Cape Girardeau, where he has
resided during most of his life thus far.

A native of this city, Dr. Robert Felix

Wichterich was born on the 23d of ]\Iareh,

1868, and he is a son of Nicholas Wichterich,
whose birth occurred at Biinn, Germanv. on
the 12th of March, 1827. Reared and" edu-
cated in Germany, Nicholas Wichterich at-

tended the gymnasium and University of

Biinn, making a special study of astronomy.
He was a school mate of Carl Schurz and par-

ticipated in the Rebellion of 1848, coming to

America immediately after the close of that
struggle. Shortly after his advent in the

United States he located at Cape Girardeau.
Missouri, where in 1860 he engaged in the

milling business, continuing in that line for

thirteen years. He was active in politics, be-

ing city treasurer for thirtj'-two years, thus
demonstrating the respect and esteem ac-

corded him by his fellow townsmen. He
died January 9. 1900. He was lieutenant of

the Home Guards at the time of the Civil

war and his political allegiance was given to

the Democratic party. He married Miss
Eliza IMolitor and to them were born three

children, of whom the Doctor is the youngest.

The others are Kathryn, who is now Mrs. An-
tone Kannner, and John H. ]\Irs. Wichterich
is still a resident of Cape Girardeau, being
eighty-three years of age.

Dr. Robert F. Wichterich received his

rudimentary educational training in the pub-
lic and parochial schools of Cape Girardeau
and as a .voung man he attended St. Vincent 's

College. Subsequently he was matricidated

as a student in tlie IMeniphis Hospital l\Ied-

ical College and still later he attended the

St. Loiiis College of Physicians & Surgeons,

and the Barnes Medical College, in which lat-

ter institution he was gradiiated as a mem-
ber of the class of 1899. duly receiving his

degree of Doctor of Medicine. Dr. Wichter-

ich was registered as a pharmacist in April,

1889, before the state board of pharmacy and
thereafter he was engaged in the drug busi-
ness at Cape Girardeau for a time in com-
pany with Dr. J. H. Rider. For three years,
from 1885 to 1887, he was engaged in the
drug business at Marshall, Texas, where he
was connected with the Texas & Pacific Rail-

road Hospital. After being graduated in

Barnes Medical College Dr. Wichterich set-

tled permanently at Cape Girardeau, where
he initiated the active practice of his profes-

sion and where he soon succeeded in building
up a large and lucrative patronage. In 1907
he again engaged in the drug business in

conjunction with his professional work and
he is now the owner of a very fine drug store.

In his practice Dr. Wichterich makes a spe-

cialty of internal medicine, never advising

surgery except in most urgent cases. He is

an ardent follower of the unwritten code of

professional ethics and by reason of his

splendid ability and straightforward methods
has won the unqualified regard and admira-
tion of his fellow practitioners.

In June, 1902, was recorded the marriage
of Dr. Wichterich to iliss Elma Taylor, who
was born and reared at Cape Girardeau and
who is a daughter of J. W. Taylor, long a
prominent and influential citizen of ths place.

Dr. and Mrs. Wichterich have no children. In

his religious faith the Doctor is a devout
communicant of the Catholic church and a

liberal contributor to many philanthropical

organizations.

In politics Dr. Wichterich is aligned as a

stanch supporter of the cause of the Demo-
cratic party and while he is not desirous of

political preferment of any description he

manifests a deep and .sincere interest in all

matters affecting the general welfare. After

his father's death, in 1900, he filled out the

latter 's unexpired term as city treasurer. For

the past eight years he has been a member
of the board of health of Cape Girardeau and

in that connection he has been a means of

improving the sanitary conditions of the city.

He was president of the Cape Girardeau Med-

ical Society for one year and he is also con-

nected witii the J\Iissouri State IMedical Soci-

ety. In a fraternal way he is affiliated with

the local lodges of the Benevolent & Protect-

ive Order of Elks and the Knights of Co-

lumbus. Dr. Wichterich is a man of high

ideals and generous impulses. He is consid-

erate of others' opinions and sensibilites and
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is ever ready to lend a helping hand to those
less fortunately situated than himself.

Henry Allen May. Too mueh honor and
esteem eannot be given to a physieian who
counts his time and pleasure a.s naught in

comparison with the aid he can give to sutt'er-

ing humanity, who foregoes his night's rest,

perhaps, and buffets a driving snowstorm to

render assistance to one of our loved ones.

Dr. Henry Allen May, of this review, has
passed his entire life in Franklin county,
Missouri, and has, doubtless, during the last

decade and more, done ,iust such service for

many who will read this history.

Robert H. May, grandfather of our subject,

was the founder of this Franklin county fam-
il\' and the progenitor of all the older mem-
liiis of this family. He was born August 7,

ll'J'2. in Charlotte county, Virginia, and re-

moved from that state to Missouri, locating

at Gray Summit, where he lived until

March 13, 1870, when he was called to the

Great Beyond. This old pioneer married
Marv R. Portwood, of Virginia, and to them
were born seven sons and two daughters, as

follows: Stephen T., William K, Robert

H., Jr., John R., James A., Joseph F. and
Edward B. F.,,the two davighters, 'Mary A.

E. F. and Martha, dying unmarried.
James A. Ma.v, one of the large family of

Robert H. May, was born in 1827, on a farm
near Gray Summit, Franklin county, Mis-

soiiri, and he followed his father's vocation,

that of farming, while he lived. His allegi-

ance to the Southern cause precluded his en-

listing in any other than the Confederate

army when hostilities broke out. and he had
many thrilling adventures during his war
record. He was a prisoner of war in the

hands of the Federals, and was wounded at

the battle of Gettysburg. James A. May mar-

ried Sarah Frances Hundley, a daughter of

AY. A. Hnndlev. a pioneer of Franklin county

from the Old Dominion state, the locality

from whence also came the Mavs. The chil-

dren born to this union were James Arthur,

a lawyer of Pacific, Missouri ; Annie Lee. the

wife of W. H. Miles, of Grav Summit: and

Henry Allen, the subject of this sketch. The

mother of these children died July 23. 1880.

when she was but little more than thirty-one

years of age: the father had died nine years

previously, in December, 1871.

Dr. Henry Allen May was thus left with-

out parents at a very tender age, his birth

having occurred at Gray Summit, Franklin

county, Missouri, on the 14th of April, 1872.
At the death of his mother, this eight-year-
old boy was tgken care of by his relatives,

and he spent the first two years in the home
of his uncle, Edward B. F. May. Upon the
death of this gentleman he went to live witii

another uncle, Thomas B. North, where he
remained for some years, acquiring his edu-
cational training in the common schools of
that locality. After finishing the prescribed
work of the public school he .spent two years
in the State Universit.v of Missouri, and, hav-
ing decided that he would become a physi-

cian, he took up the study of medicine at

Beaumont Hospital Medical College, a school
which later was merged with the St. Louis
University, and graduated from that institu-

tion, receiving his certificate of Doctor of

Medicine in 1894, The next year young Dr.
JMay located at Washington, where he has
since successfully practiced his profession,

attaining a consderable clientele and an ever-

growing circle of admirers, who have every
confidence in the skill and profes-sional acu-

men of Henry A. Ma.v. The Doctor holds
mendrership in the Franklin County Medical
Societ.y, the Missouri State Medical Society

and the American IMedical Association. Fra-
ternally he is affiliated with the Ancient Free
and Accepted Masons and the Jlodern Wood-
men of America, while in politics he, like his

ancestors, is a supporter of the principles and
policies of the Democratic party. Dr. May is

also one of the proprietors of that interesting

sheet, the Franl-lin Coioifj/ Observer.

On February 5, 1895, our subject married
Miss Clara Ming, who was born Setember 8,

1868, a daughter of the late Judge James ]M.

Ming, an honored citizen of Frankiln

county. .Judge Ming was born in Virginia,

in 1824, where he married Jemimah Osborn,

a native also of that state, and from there

they removed to Missouri earl.v in life. He
rendered invaluable and undying service to

the citizens of Franklin count.v when he, as

county judge, declined to make the lev>' of

taxes for the payment of the bonds of the

fraudulent Budd and Decker road, and, be-

c.TUse of such refusal, he was imprisoned by
the court and thus suffered for his loyalty

to his comity and his allegiance to the prin-

cinlcs of right. The children of Judge James
M. and Jemimah fOsborn') Ming were as fol-

lows: Eugene, who has sat upon the bench

of the county court of Franklin county and
wore the ermine which his father graced and
rendered hallowed by his righteous decisions,
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and he is now engaged in farming; William,

who married Miss Celeste Jeffries; Emmet,
deceased, who married Miss Emma WalUs;
Fannie, deceased, who was united in mar-
riage with Dr. J. R. Wallace, and passed

away at Washington, Missouri, in June, 1904

;

and Clara, who married Dr. May, our sub-

ject. Judge Ming was not only respected and
beloved as a public official, but was a man
of fine character, being, as he always as-

serted, a "self-made man" in the truest

sense of the word. He made a success of

whatever he undertook, believing in that old

and trite but true axiom: "What's worth

doing at all is worth doing well.
'

' He was a

staunch Democrat in his political proclivi-

ties, having served Franklin co\mty for three

terms in the legislature. He passed away
]March 22, 1908, his wife having preceded

him to that "'Far Country," her demise oc-

curring October 2, 1903.

Returning to the immediate subject of this

sketch, Dr. Henry Allen IMay, we would
chronicle the fact that Dr. and Mrs. May
have one daughter, Susie Frances, and these

three form a home circle which is in every

way ideal, and their friends, be thej' rich or

poor, are ever accorded a genial welcome to

their home.

Jacob M. Deck. That true American,

Thomas Jefferson, is credited with saying:

"Let the farmer evermore be honored in his

calling; for though he labor in the earth he

is one of the chosen people of God." Jacob

M. Deck, of -Bollinger county. Missouri, comes

of a family of farmers, men of honor and
good citizens and he stands as a representa-

tive of the third genei-atiou of his family in

this county, the first of the name having been

one of the brave and dauntless pioneers who
turned out of the trodden highways and cut

new paths, laying them straight and clean.

Mr. Deck was born one mile northwest of the

town of Glen Allen, Bollinger county, ilis-

souri. on the 18th day of April, 18-58. He is

the son of Frederick and ^Margaret E.

(Clubb) Deck, natives of Missouri, and his

paternal grandfather, Isaac Deck, was a na-

tive of North Carolina. Isaac Deck was the

founder of the family in the state, his arrival

in Bollinger county occurring in 1805. He
secured six hundred acres of land, which he

entered and homesteaded. and he changed the

wilderness into a fertile farm, upon which he

lived and reared his children. His son Fred-

erick, father of the immediate subject of this

biographical record, died March 20, 1865, and
left three hundred and forty acres to be di-

vided among his four heirs. Mr. Deck be-

came the possessor of the entire estate, buy-
ing the shares of the other three heirs. How-
ever, he later sold forty acres and now owns
all but that amount of the old Isaac Deck
homestead.
Upon this fine old fai-m the subject was

born and reared and here has passed all his

life. He attended the district school and like

most farmers' sons early became familiar
with the many mysteries of seedtime and har-

vest. When it came to choosing a vocation
he concluded to follow in the paternal foot-

steps and he has achieved success, being well-

to-do and prominent.
Mr. Deck married in 1880, the lady of his

choice being Eliza J. Sites, born in Madison,
a daughter of Emanuel and Susan (Yount >

Sites, natives of Missouri. Their union has

been blessed by the birth of a number of

children, seven of whom are living, namely:
Ira Walter, born in 1881, married to Rule
Reason; Dora, born in 1883, married to E.

A. Lincoln ; Isaac Jacob, born in 1886 ; Mary
Ann, born in 1887, is the wife of Jesse H.
Winters and now lives at Hotchkiss, Colo-

rado ; Archie M., born in 1891 ; Nellie, born in

1896 ; and Beulah, born in 1898. The cheer-

ful and hospitable Deck household is one of

the most popular of the communitj'. Mr.
Deck is a tried and true Democrat and in his

religious conviction is in harmony with the

teachings of the Missionary Baptist church.

He is a member of the Woodmen lodge.

Mr. Deck is the only one living of a fam-

ily of ten children, and he has but one aunt

living, Mrs. Catherine Sullivan, who was also

one of a large family, one of the younger chil-

dren. She is now past eighty-five years of

age.

Charles E. Kiefxer. An enumeration of

the men of the present generation who have

won success and public recognition for them-

selves and at the same time have honored the

state to which they belong, would be incom-

plete were there failure to make prominent

reference to the one whose name initiates

this paragi-aph. He holds distinctive pre-

cedence as a contractor and builder at Perry-'

ville, IMissouri, as a man of broad and varied

attainments and as a valued and patriotic

citizen. He is distinctively a man of affairs

and one who has wielded a wide influence. A
strong mentalitv, invincible courage and a
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most determined individuality liave so

entered into his makeup as to render him a

natural leader of men and a director of opin-

ion. He has ever manifested a deep and sin-

eere interest in community affairs and for

three sessions represented his district in the

state legislature of Missouri.

A native sou of I'erryville, Missouri,

Charles E. Kiefner was born on the 25th of

November, 1869, and he is a scion of an old

and honored German family, his father, John
Kiefner, having beeu born in Bavaria on the

6tli of April, Iti'Si. John Kiefner was reared
to the age of sixteen years in his old father-

land and he received an excellent primai'y

education in the public schools of Germany.
In 1850 he immigrated to the United States

in company with his grandfather and they

located in the city of Baltimore, Maryland,
where the j'ouug John learned the cabinet

maker's trade. In 1865, just after the close

of the Civil war, John Kiefner decided to

establish his home in the west and in that

year he came to Perryville, where he opened
up a furniture and undertaking business,

continuing to be engaged in that line of

enterpi'ise for a period of forty years. On
the 25th of December, 1854, at Baltimore,

was solemnized his marriage to iliss Cather-

ine Lakel, who traces her origin back to ster-

ling German stock. Mr. and Mrs. Kiefner
became the parents of eleven ehildi-en, five of

whom are living at the present time, in 1911.

On other pages of this work is dedicated a
sketch to Samuel B. Kiefner, an older brother
of the subject of this review. Mr. and Mrs.
Kiefner are now living at Periyville, where
they are retired from the active affairs of life

and where they are enjoying to the full the

fruits of their former years of earnest toil and
endeavor. They are a fine old couple and are

everywhere beloved for their admirable qual-

ities and genial kindliness.

Charles E. Kiefner was educated in the

public schools of Perryville and at the age

of fourteen years he accompanied his parents
to Kansas, where they resided for the ensuing
four years. During this period Mr. Kiefner
learned the carpenter's trade and upon his

return to Perryville. at the age of twenty-one
years, he opened offices as a contractor and
builder. In 1894, when the railroad was ex-

tended into Perryville he entered into a part-

nership alliance with Mr. Tlapek in the lum-
ber business, in which line of enterprise he

has continued to be interested during the long
intervening years to the present time. As a
captain of industry he is a man of shrewd
executive ability—one who sees and grasps
an opportunity in time to make the most of

it. But all his attention has not been devoted
to business enterprises. He is a stanch Re-
publican in his political proclivities and his

first public office was that of alderman of

Perryville. So well did he discharge his

duties in this connection that later he was
elected mayor of the city, serving in that
capacity for a period of four vears, from
1899 to 1903. In 1902 Mr. Kiefner was
further honored by his fellow citizens in that
he was then elected to represent Perry county
in the Fort.y-third general assembly of ilis-

souri. He was elected as his own successor
in that office for the two succeeding sessions
and he finally retired from the legislature in
1908. He was assigned to membership on
important committees of the house and was a
faithful and earnest worker in the deliber-
ations of both the floor and committee room.
At the present time, in 1911, he is president
of the Republican county committee. In
every possible connection Mr. Kiefner has
contributed his fair quota to the progress and
upbuilding of Perryville and Perry county
at large and as a citizen no one commands a
higher degree of popular confidence and
esteem than does he.

On the 10th of July, 1895, Mr. Kiefner was
united in marriage to Miss Jettie Luckey,
who was born and reared at Brazeau, in
Perry county and who is a daughter of Robert
Luckey, a representative farmer at Brazeau,
now deceased. Mr. and j\lrs. Kiefner are the
fond parents of five children, whose names
are here entered in respective order of birth,—Charles H., Edwin L., Frank W., John and
Kathryn. In their religious faith the Kief-
ner family are devout members of the
Presb^i-erian church, to whose charities and
benevolences he is a most liberal contributor.

In a fraternal way Mr. Kiefner is affiliated
with the time-honored Masonic order and
with the Modern "Woodmen of America, in
addition to which he is also a valued and ap-
preciative member of the local lodge of the
Ancient Order of United Workmen. His is

a noble character, one that subordinates
personal ambition to public good and seeks
rather the benefit of others than the aggrand-
izement of self. Genial in his associations, he

I
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is considerate of others ' feeliags aud sensibil-

ities and is alwaj's ready to lend a helping
hand to those in distress.

Kos Little is known in Kennett as the
"Spoke Man." By that they do not mean
that he is always talking, on the contrary, he
does not talk unless he has something to say
and then he knows how to say it. One can-
not fail to have the most profound admira-
tion for those men who do their work and
hold their peace—giving us faith in their abil-

ities. They mind their own business. Such a
one is Kos Little, the manufacturer of spokes.

He was born in "Weakley county, Tennes-
see, October 27, 1869. He is a son of T. I. and
Sarah (Roberts) Little, both residents of Ten-
nessee, being natives of Kentucky and Tennes-
see, respectively. T. I. Little has always been
and is still actively interested in spoke manu-
facturing and banking. Both are members of

the Cumberland Presbyterian church. There
were eight children born to them, viz. : J. D.
(deceased), T. M., J. W., Kos, Mrs. Maud
(Jeter), Maggie (deceased). Dr. R. M. and
Mrs. Mary Gray (Banks). Kos Little was
educated in his native county and after his

schooling was ended he spent two years in

the United States Revenue Service; then
moved to Paducah, Kentucky, and engaged
with his brother, J. W. Little, in manufactur-
ing spokes. His father and three older broth-

ers are all engaged in the spoke manufactur-
ing business. He learned all about the busi-

ness, learning how to select the timber, how
to cut it and move it to the factory. He used
hickory almost exclusively for his spokes. He
was in the business with his brother in Pad-
ucah for eight years, coming to Kennett in

1901 to establish a plant here. He sells about
thirty thousand dollars worth of spokes each
year, manufacturing bugg^', carriage and au-

tomobile spokes, all made of hickory. He em-
ploys thirt>' men and his expenses for operat-

ing are about twenty-five thousand dollars a
year. In addition to this business he is presi-

dent of the Merchant Oil Company of Ken-
nett. selling oil for tanks, etc. lie is vice

president of the Kennett Building and Loan
Association, which is doing a great deal for

Kennett. He o\\ais some town property, on
which he puts up the buildings. He is inter-

ested in educational work and has served on
the city board.

Mr. Little married Mary Jones in Green-
field. Tennessee. November 7, 1894, and one
daughter, Louise, has been born to the union.

When Mr. Little takes a vacation, he gen-
erally spends it at Dawson Spring, Kentucky.

George Henry Bisplinghoff. Three years
ago (in 1908) when George Henry Bispliug-
hoti', editor aud publisher of The Bismarck
Gazette, first secured control of that newspa-
per, he had the distinction of being the
youngest newspaper proprietor in the state

of JMissouri. Now, although but twenty-four
years of age, he has manifested that he is of
the stuff of which the ideal member of the

Fourth Estate is made. The Gazette is inter-

esting, reliable, sound and advanced in its

riews and is experiencing a steady growth,
ilr. Bisplinghoff is loyal to Bismarck with
the loyalty of a native son, for it was within
its borders that his birth occurred on Febru-
ary 10, 1SS7. His father, Henry Bispling-

hoff, was born in WajTie count}-, Missouri, in

1858, and is of German descent. The grand-
father, August Bisplinghoff, was, in truth,

one of the earlj' settlers of the state. He was
born in Elberfeldt, Germany, in 1829, and
came to the '"land of promise"—America

—

in early life, locating in Missouri and engag-

ing first in surveA'ing and then devoting his

energies to farming. He was never elected

to the position of government survej-or, but
was appointed to the same by Governor
Brown. This interesting and honored gen-

tleman, who is now eighty-two years of age,

di'i'ides his residence bet's^'een Bismarck and
Fredericktown, and although advanced in

years still retains his physical and mental
faculties in much of their pristine vigor. The
father of the subject came to Missouri just

previous to the Ci\'il war and settled in Pat-

terson, in whose vicinity the grandfather

conducted a farm. In 1885, some two years

before the birth of the subject, he removed
to Bismarck, where he still resides. He mar-

ried ComeMa Jordan, daughter of "William

Jordan, of Potosi, and to their union eight

children were born, six of whom are living,

George Henry being the second in order of

birth of the living children. The father since

becoming identified with Bismarck has been

engaged in the driig and general merchandise

business. He is one of the stalwart Demo-
crats of the county and is affiliated TN-ith the

Court of Honor, while the family is con-

nected with the Methodist Episcopal church,

South.

The early life of George Heniy Bispling-

hoff was passed in Bismarck and to the

schools of the citv is he indebted for his ed-

1
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ueation in its preliminary stages. He subse-
quently matriculated in Marvin College at

Frederiektown, and was graduated from the
! Will Maytield College at Marble Hall in 1905,
Liking the degree of Baehelor of Science.

.\rtcr graduating he returned to Bismarck
jiiid in April, 1908, he boiight the office of

//(( Bismarck Gazette. Although young in

\i;us, he has given evidence in the manage-
ment of its affairs of a sound .judgment and

;
an editorial abilitj^ of decidedly promising
order. The paper, independent in policy, has

I
a local subscription list of five hundred, and

I its advent into the many homes of the little

I lity and its environs is each week eagerly

,-i waited.

Mr. Bisplinghoff still resides at the paren-
tal 1 liome, having not yet become a recruit to

till' iienediets. He is Democratic in his po-

litical faith, as his father and grandfather
li.ive been before him, and his lodge member-
ship is with the Masons, the Odd Fellows,

tlie Court of Honor and the Rebekahs.

Harry E. Alexander, although a young
man, has already shown the citizens of Cape
Girardeau the mettle there is in him. He is

a man who is calculated to be a power for

good in the community. Most people are

consumed with anxiety as to what others will

think of their actions and will govern their

conduct according to other people's ideas of

what it should be. On the other hand, some
men are utterly regardless of what other peo-

ple may think and in order to show their dis-

regard for public opinion they go ahead and
do exactl.y the opposite to the approved, gen-

erally accepted methods of procedure. Mr.
Alexander is one of the small class of men
who have hit the happy medium. He takes

pains to find out in his own mind the course

he intends to follow and he pursues that

course, regardless of all other considerations.

It is through such men that reforms come
and without them there would be no progress.

He was born in Cape Girardeau county,

February 3. 1880. His grandfather. Wil-

liam E. Alexander, was a 7iative of Mecklin-

burg county. North Carolina, and was of

Scotch-Irish descent, his ancestors having

come to America from Scotland. In 1830.

when "William E. was a lad of eleven years

of age, his father and mother brought him to

southeastern Missouri ; they located in Cape
Girardeau county, where they were one of

the pioneer families of the county. "William

was educated in the county and achieved suc-

cess. P'or many years he was pulilic admin-
istrator in the state. His son, Oliver Alexan-
der, was born in Cape Girardeau county,
where he was educated, engaged in farming
and was married to Lillian L. Woods, also a
native of Cape Girardeau county. She was
the daughter of Rufus Woods who came from
North Carolina about the same time that
William E. Alexander came. The Woods
family packed all their worldly belongings on
wagons and made the journey from North
Carolina to Missouri by that slow, laborious
method. The family original!}' came from
Scotland and like the Alexander family were
of Scotch-Irish descent.

Harry is the eldest of three children, hav-
ing a brother and sister. His boyhood days
were spent on his father's farm, where he
learned to work, his father believing in the
value of early training in habits of industry
and responsibility. He did not, however, in-

tend to be a farmer, but to be a lawyer like

his grandfather. He was sent to the district

school, where his natural abilities and dili-

gence combined soon won him recognition.

He attended high school and then the State

normal school at Cape Girardeau, after which
he went to the state university at Columbia,
but did not complete the course there. In-

stead he went to Austin, where the state uni-

versity of Texas was located and graduated
from the law department there in 1902. The
following year he came to Cape Girardeau,
where he began to practice law. He was
alone for six years, but in 1909 he formed a
pai-tnership with Senator Lane, a lawyer
who had already become prominent as a law-

yer and a statesman. The firm has met with

unprecedented success.

In 1905 ]Mr. Alexander married Miss Myr-
tle Jackson, the daughter of Dr. Robert J.

Jackson, of Bloomfield. Missouri. Two chil-

dren have been born to this union, Genevieve
Lucille and William E., named after his

great grandfather.

In 1907 Mr. Alexander was elected state

attorney, which position he held until 1911.

He is a firm supporter of the Democratic

party, believing that that platform embodies

the principles of good government. He is a

member of the Benevolent and Protective Or-

der of Elks, of the Eagles, of the Knights of

Pythias and the Modern Woodmen of Amer-
ica. Being a life long member of Cape Gi-

rardeau county, it is natural that l\Ir. Alex-

ander should be vitally interested in the wel-

fare of that county and of southeastern IMis-
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souri generally. He is by uo meaus inclined

to rest on his oars, but is ready to assume any
responsibility and undertake any work that

will promote the well being of the community
and of the state. Personally he has the at-

tributes which assure a mau of success in

anything he undertakes.

E. L. Clevenger. One of the public-

spirited citizens of Piedmont is the agent and
yard master of the Iron Mountain Railway,

E. L. Clevenger. He is the eldest of three

sons of Henry and Susan (Horwood) Clev-

enger, of Pulton county, Pennsylvania. The
other two brothei-s live in Washington, D. C,
and in San Prancisco, respectively. The
parents died in Pennsylvania, the father at

the age of sixty-four and the mother in Penn-

sylvania, when thirty-nine years old.

E. L. Clevenger was born in Pulton county,

Pennsylvania, Pebruary 6, 1870. When he

was six years old his parents took him from

the farm to town and sent him to school until

he was fourteen years old. At that age he

started work in a tan yard and four years

later he came west. Por a time Mr. Cleven-

ger worked on farms in Iowa, but in Decem-
ber of 1891 he came to Missouri as an opera-

tor of the Iron Mountain Railway at Annap-
olis and has continued in the railroad work
in this state ever since. Prona Annapolis he

was transferred to Blackwell, Missouri; in

1894, was sent to Williamsville as agent, and

in 1902 he was promoted to his present posi-

tion at Piedmont.
In this town Mr. Clevenger has worked

untiringly for the improvement of the schools.

He was first elected to the school board in

1908. He was reelected in 1911 and chosen

president in recognition of his hard work
for the cause of education. Both Mr. and
Mrs. Clevenger are active members of the

Christian church. Mrs. Clevenger was for-

merly Miss Margaret Suddeth, of Prairie

City, Iowa. She became Mrs. Clevenger Sep-

tember 4, 1892. Mr. and Mrs. Clevenger

have four children, Ruby; Helen, Marjorie

and Edrice, all at home.
Politics has no part in Mr. Clevenger's busi-

ness, but he is a staunch Republican in mat-

ters of political policy.

John C. Dale. Distinctly a man of affairs,

with a wide and successful experience in busi-

ness and service in public office, Mr. Dale is

best known in the county as a lumber mer-

chant. His parents, James L. and Sarah J.

I

i

Dale, were natives of Tennessee, who came
to ilissouri in 1847 and located in Wayne
county, near Piedmont. Here John C. Dale
was born May 16, 1857, the first of a family
of four children of whom three are still liv-

ing. Both parents are deceased.

Until eighteen years of age Mr. Dale lived

on his father's farm. At that time he went
to Greenville and spent the next four years
as deputy clerk, deputy sheriff and collector

under James P. Hatton. At the conclusion
of this period he kept books for Mr. Pred
Evans, of Piedmont, and later was employed
in the same capacity by Mr. H. N. Holliday,

of Williamsville. Mr. Holliday was then
planning the Holliday Railroad, later built

to Greenville.

After spending four years in mercantile
business in Piedmont, Mr. Dale went to

Texas in 1885. He remained there ten years,

the entire time working in the clerical de-
j

partment of the Southern Pacific Railway.
In 1895 he returned to Missouri where he
has remained ever since. Saw mills, a
stave factory, real estate, the insurance busi-

j

ness and lastly the tie and lumber busi-

ness have claimed his attention during these

last sixteen years. Mr. Dale operated saw
mills for three years and in 1900 he became
superintendent for the Pioneer Cooperage
Plant at Lutesville, which was established

over forty years ago. He kept this position

for six years, until he resigned it to engage
in a successful real estate and insurance busi-

ness. Mr. Dale spent the period from 1905
to 1909 at the last mentioned business, and
then went into the lumber and railroad tie

business. In a normal season his son Harry
is his official tie and lumber inspector and
buyer. Mr. Dale himself is the owner of

three hundred and fifty acres of timber and
farm land in Bollinger county, besides one
and three-fourths acres and a fine residence

in Lutesville.

The marriage of Mr. Dale to Miss Anna
Dennis, of Wayne county, occurred August
1, 1879. Miss Dennis was the daughter of

William Dennis, former sheriff of Wayne
county, a personal friend of Sam Hildebrand
and a Confederate soldier. Mr. and Mrs.

Dale have seven children living: Maudie,

wife of S. E. Chandler, was born in 1883.

Hattie, a bookkeeper in Shreveport, Louis- j
iana, was bom in 1885. The third daugh-

ter, Martha V., is the wife of J. H. Byrd, 1
of Kansas City, Missouri, and was born in

1888. Ollie, I)orn 1890, is with the Consoli-
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dated Store and Manufacturing Company.
James Harry, mentioned earlier in this sketch,

was born in 1893. Lillie and Charles were
born in 1897 and 1900 respectively.

A good mixer and a man of deserved per-

sonal popularity, Mr. Dale is active in sev-

eral fraternal organizations. He is a mem-
ber of the A. P. and A. M., of Marble Hill,

and of the chapter and commandery at Cape
Girardeau, in which he has taken fourteen
degrees. He is also affiliated with the I. 0.

0. P., the K. 0. T. M. and with the A. 0.

U. W. Mr. and Mrs. Dale are members of

the Presbyterian church.

In politics Mr. Dale is a Republican, and,

as earlier stated, he is not without experience

in public office. It was while he was serving

! as deputy sherifif of Wayne county that the

i capture of the New Madrid desperadoes was
I planned and executed. The leaders in this

dangerous undertaking were James Hatton
and John Davis. Mr. Dale, who was absent

on official business, was fifteen minutes late

in arriving at Greenville, and Messrs. Hat-

ton and Davis had already followed the des-

peradoes out of town and caught up with

them at the rendezvous, Jim Lee's residence,

where they were eating a late breakfast. Hat-

ton and Davis had held up both robbers in

the dining room, but unfortunately they re-

laxed vigilance and both were shot. Hatton
recovered, but Davis died as the result of

an operation performed in the hope of sav-

ing him from the effects of the robbers' bul-

lets. Altogether, Mr. Dale's career has been

one of unusual interest.

William W. Hubbabd. An industrious

and enterprising farmer of Dunklin county,

William W. Hubbard is prosperously en-

gaged in his free and independent occupa-

tion on one of the pleasantest homesteads in

Senath, where he has lived for nearly a dec-

ade. Coming on both sides of the house from

Irish ancestry, he was born September 27,

1858, in Brownsville, Haywood county, Ten-

nessee, where his parents settled on leaving

Virginia, their native state. His father, who
died while yet in the prime of life, in 1861,

was a stage driver until after the building

of railroads throughout Tennessee, when he

embarked in the grocery business, which he

carried on successfully until his death. His

widow married a second time, but did not

live very long thereafter, passing away in

1872.

After his mother's death William W. Hub-

bard, who had acquired his early education
in the subscription schools of Tennessee,
went to live with his grandmother and two
aunts, wlio had been left almost destitute
through the ravages of the Civil war, and
his grandmother subsequently lived with him
until her death, in 1896, at the venerable age
of eighty-nine years. Selecting farming as
his life occupation, Mr. Hubbard settled in
White county Arkansas, about 1879, remain-
ing there until 1903, being employed in agri-

cultural pursuits all of the time with the
exception of four yeai-s when he was en-

gaged in railroad work, being foreman of a
section gang a part of the time. For four
years after locating in Dunklin county, in

1903, Mr. Hubbard rented land, but has since

resided on his present farm, and in its man-
agement has been quite successful, having a
large part of it cleared and under cultiva-

tion, much of which is now rented to tenants.

He intends to clear and improve the whole
of his land and fence it, a work in which he
has already made rapid progress, his farm
bidding fair to become one of the most desir-

able pieces of property in the neighborhood.
Politically Mr. Hubbard is affiliated with

the Republican party, and fraternally he is

a member of the Woodmen of the World, in

which he has held various offices, and of the

Woodmen's Circle, an auxiliary of the former
organization.

Mr. Hubbard married, in January, 1889,
in White county, Arkansas, Elizabeth Allen,

who was born in Tennessee, January 24,

1867, a daughter of J. M. and Emma (Spark-
man) Allen. Her father is now living in

Senath, but her mother died in 1878, when
Mrs. Hubbard was a girl of eleven years.

Mr. and Mrs. Hubbard have four children,

namely : Russell B., born July 23, 1890 ; Wal-
ter C, bom January 27, 1892 ; John B., born
November 11, 1896; and Pauline, bom De-
cember 25, 1908.

James R. Romines. Missouri boasts, and
with reason, of its wonderful agricultural re-

sources, and that it has become such a success-

ful farming country is attributable to the fact

tliat men of acknowledged abilities have iden-

tified themselves with the cultivation of the

soil. James R. Romines, a farmer by nature,

by inheritance and from choice, stands prom-

inent in the state which he has helped to make
famous.

Mr. Romines was born August 2, 1870, on a

farm near Vincit, and is the son of Tliomas

I
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and Lulu (Rogers) Roniines. The father,

familiarly called "Tom," was a native of Ten-
nessee, where lie spent the first few years of

his boyhood, then came to Jlissouri with his

parents, wliere he later entered the agi'icul-

tural field. He secured a tract of land on
Horse Island, with the idea of cultivating it,

but he was not very successful ; thinking that

he would accomplish better results in some
other location, he moved to Vincit, but a short

trial convinced him that if anything he would
find the Vincit farm less desirable than the

one he had formerly worked on, so back he

went to Horse Island. He stayed this time

for a period of seven years, his previous ex-

perience enabling him to achieve a fair suc-

cess, but he was by no means satisfied. At
the expiration of seven years of uphill work,

he disposed of the Horse Island place and
again pulled up his stakes, moving this time

to a farm two and a half miles northeast of

Caruth. He was a hard worker, but some-

how or other he was not able to do more than
make both ends meet—land was new and
there were few conveniences in that section of

the country. He died in 1880, leaving fifty

acres of land to his twin brother Will, and
this tract represented the result of his yeai-s

of work; Will died some years ago, and the

property remains in the family, owned by his

children. The early history of Mrs. Tom
Romines was identical with that of her hus-

band, in that she was born in Tennessee and
had come to Missouri with her folks some
years before her marriage, which took place

at Caruth. To their union two children were
born, Ellen, who married Wesley Winters, of

Vincit, and James R., the subject of this

sketch. IMrs. Thomas Romines maintains her

home with her daughter at Vincit.

When James R. Romines was very small

the family moved from Vincit to Horse Is-

land, as above noted, remaining there until

James had passed his sixth birthday and was
about ready to commence his school life. At
that time he accompanied his parents to Ca-

ruth ; his father was poor and the roads in

the neighborhood of his new home were very

bad, so the result was that the lad received

very little education in the way of schooling,

but he did receive a thorough training in all

kinds of farm work, so that in 1890, when
at the age of twenty he started out to carve

his own career, he was equipped with a work-

ing knowledge of the various classes of agri-

cultural pursuits, which stood him in good

stead. Leaving home with a capital of ten
dollars, he passed the ensuing three years as

a farm hand, working for the farmers in

the neighborhood of Caruth. He did not
draw on his capital, but on the other hand he
constantly added to it all that he could pos-

sibly save, and at the expiration of three

years he bought a tract of land on Horse Is-

land and commenced farming operations on
the place. After two years' stead.y cultiva-

tion of the soil he had made many improve-
ments in the farm, and he was able to dispose

of it at a profit. For the following four or

five years he rented a place, and in the mean-
time he watched for an opportunity to be-

come permanently located. He bought forty

acres of land near Kennett, his present home,
but he now owns a tract of sixty acres, and
inasmuch as the land has doubled in value

since he bought it, he is worth three times as

much as when he first came to Kennett. He
has done much to bring his farm to a high

state of cultivation,—has put up new fences,

built new outbuildings and generally im-

proved the place. In addition to managing
his own land, he rents about eighty acres

yearly, making about one hundred and fifty

acres of land which he farms, raising cotton

and corn for the most part, but he also de-

votes part of his land to stock raising.

On the 8th of January, 1890, Mr. Romines
married Josephine Akers, who was born in

Alabama, in 1872, where her father was en-

gaged in farming. She is a daughter of Leb
and Jane (Stone) Akers, both natives of Ala-

bama and both are deceased, as are Mrs. Ro-

mines' three brothers and three sisters. The
Akers family moved to Vincit, Missouri, in

1874, when the little Josephine was a mere

child, and as a matter of course she made the

acquaintance of James Romines, her neigh-

bor. To the union of the young people two

children were born, Hersel, whose birthday

was on St. Patrick's Day, 1896, and Nolar,

born ]May 23, 1900.

Mr. Romines is a Democrat in political

sympathies. He is a member of the Wood-
men of the World, being affiliated with the

Caruth lodge, in which he has held office at

different times. He was for years active in

the different enterprises of the Shady Grove

Llission Baptist church, standing high in the

regard of its members, as with the farmers

in the community where he has spent all of

his life. Mrs. Romines is a member of this

church.
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Thomas B. Sii.uip, who is ably tilling the

otifiee of marshal of Fredericktown, ^Missouri,

has been the popular and efticieut incurabeut

of a number of important otiBees of public

trust and responsibility since his arrival in

this place, in 1892. He was sheriff of ^ladi-

son county for four years and for two years

was county collector. He is loyal and public-

spirited in his civic attitude and is ever on
the qui vive to do all in his power to ad-

vance the best interests of this section of

the state.

]\Ir. Sharp was born in Iron county, Jlis-

souri, some five miles south of Iroutou, the

date of his nativity being the 28th of July,

1855. His fathei", John Q. A. Sharp, was
a son of Robert L. Shai-p and he died in 1888,

at the age of sixty-two years. John Sharp
was a small boy when his father worked at

the mine LaMotte. As a youth he became
interested in a colliery, engaging in the manu-
facture of charcoal until the Pilot Knob
mine was started, when he secured employ-

ment in it as a miner. He also owned a farm
sixteen miles southwest of Predericktowu, on
the St. Francis river, where he resided dur-

ing the closing years of his life, his death

having occurred in 1888. He married Miss

Jane Sutton and they became the parents

of six children, of whom the subject of this

review was the third in order of birth and
four of whom, two sons and two daughters,

I are living at the present time, in 1911.

I

To the public schools of Iron and Madison
I count}' Thomas B. Sharp is indebted for his

preliminary educational training. He was
a child of ten years of age at the time of

his parents' removal from Iron county to the

vicinity of Fredericktown, where he has since

passed the greater portion of his life. For
three years he was engaged in ranching and
stock-raising in Texas and he holds a reputa-

tion for being the first man in IMadison county

to feed a carload of stock here. He is the

owner of considerable farming property in

Madison county and he also owns land in

Oklahoma, his holdings in this county amount-

ing to eight hundred acres, the same con-

taining timber and valuable mineral deposits.

A portion of this land is under cultivation.

In 1892 ilr. Sharp was honored by his fel-

low citizens with election to the office of sher-

if¥ of Madison county and that year marks

his advent in Fredericktown. His work as

sheriff covered a period of four years and
during that time he was instrumental in

greatly raising the standard of law and order

in the county. In 1896 he was elected county
collector and in 1908 was chosen for the of-

fice of city marsiial. He was re-elected to
the latter office in 1910 and is serving in that
capacity at the present time. In politics he
is an uncompromising supporter of the prin-
ciples and policies promulgated by the Demo-
cratic party, in the local councils of which
he is an active worker.
On January 27, 1877, Mr. Sharp wedded

Miss Alma S. King, whose birth occurred in
Madison county and who is a daughter of
Alexander King, a farmer near the St. Fran-
cis river, ilr. and ^Irs. Sharp are the par-
ents of four children, concerning whom the
following brief data are here recorded : Millie

Emeline is the wife of William T. White, a
farmer in JIadison county, and they have one
child, Thomas; Robert L. remains at the
parental home; Flavia Eveline is a stenog-
rapher in the Third National Bank building
at St. Louis; and George Gilbert is in the
United States ilarine service, his headquar-
ters being at Norfolk, Virginia.

In fraternal circles Mr. Sharp is a valued
and appreciative member of the time-hon-
ored ilasonic order and he is also affiliated

with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows,
the Knights of Pythias, the Modern Brother-
hood of America and the Modern Woodmen
of America. In religious matters he is a con-
sistent member of the Methodist Episcopal
church. The life of I\Ir. Sharp is a noble
illustration of what independence, self-faith,

and self-reliance can accomplish in America.
He is absolutely self-made and for that reason
his admirable success in the business world
of this section of the state is the more gratify-

ing to contemplate.

George W. Taklton, M. D. One of the
prominent and well known physicians and
surgeons of Cape Girardeau. Missouri, is Dr.
George W. Tarlton, who in connection with
his medical work, conducts a large and flour-

ishing drug business at Cape Girardeau.
Dr. George W. Tarlton was born in the

state of Kentucky, just across the river from
New iladrid, the date of his nati\'ity being
the 13th of October, 1849. He is a son of

Alexander C. Tarlton, who was born in 1S28,

at the old Tarlton home in Wayne county,
about four miles northeast of Wappapello. on
which beautiful estate he was reared and
where he was engaged in agricultural opera-

tions during the greater part of his active

business career. In 1864, on the 18th of

\
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December, he was murdered by a band of

guerrilas, who entered the home on Sun-
day evening, saying: "You d black Re-
publican, ain't you ashamed of yourself?"
The mother of the Doctor was Arzula Phillips

in her girlhood daj^s and she was born and
reared in the vicinity of New Madrid. Alex-

ander C. Tarlton was twice married and by
his first marriage he became the father of

four children, of whom the Doctor is the

only survivor at the present time, his two sis-

ters and one brother having died in infancy.

The second marriage was prolific of six chil-

dren, of whom three are now living.

Dr. Tarlton attended school in his native

place until he had reached the age of fifteen

years when he left home and came to Cape
Girardeau, which city has continued to rep-

resent his place of residence during the long

intervening years to the present time, with

the exception of a period of two years, from
1881 to 1883, during which time he lived in

Wayne county. For three years he was a stu-

dent in the state normal school, at Cape
Girardeau. In 1871, at the age of twenty-

one years, he engaged in the drug business,

continuing to follow that line of enterprise

until 1879, in which year he was matriculated

as a student in the vSt. Louis Medical College,

in which excellent institution he was gradu-

ated as a member of the class of 1881, duly

receiving his degree of Doctor of Medicine.

Immediately after graduation he entered up-

on the active practice of his profession at

Pocahontas, later removing to Oak Ridge. In
1890 he returned to Cape Girardeau, where
he now controls a large and lucrative patron-

age and where he is also engaged in

the drug business. In connection with

his life work he is a valued and ap-

preciative member of the Southeastern

Medical Society and of the Cape Girardeau

Medical Society. In the time-honored Ma-
sonic order he is affiliated with the Scottish

Rite branch and he is also a valiied member
of the local lodge of the "Woodmen of the

World. His religious faith is in harmony
with the tenets of the Baptist church and in

politics he accords an unswerving allegiance

to the principles promulgated by the Dem-
ocratic party.

Dr. Tarlton has been twice married, his first

union having been to iliss Addie Penny, the

ceremony having been performed on the 18th

of March, 1880. Mrs. Tarlton was called to

eternal rest four and a half months after her

marriage and on the 29th of November, 1882,

was solemnized the marriage of the Doctor to

Miss jMaggie Morton, who was born and
reared at Pocahontas, Missoiiri. To this union
have been born four children, concerning
whom the following brief data are here in-

corporated,—David W. P. Tarlton is a den-

tist by profession and he is engaged in that

work at Marshall, Arkansas ; Lou B. is a

teacher at Cape Girardeau; Ann, who is the

wife of George Cochran, resides at Hoxie.

Arkansas ; and Mary Katrina, fourteen years
of age, is a student in the local high school.

Guy F. K.\hmann. It is to be doubted
whether a man in a position of great trust

realizes the confidence and esteem thus ex-

hibited by his friends and fellow citizens.

Guy F. Kahmann of this review holds just

such a position, but he is deeply conscious of

the trust reposed in him as cashier of the

First National Bank of Washington, and la-

bors valiantlj' and well to uphold that con-

fidence.

Our subject came from good old German
stock, thrifty, alert and honest, his father,

Christopher H. Kahmann, having been born

in Hanover, Germany, in 1828. He came to

the United States when but a small boy of

eleven years, but there is no record of where
his j^outh was passed or what were his edu-

cational advantages, but his later business

success marked him as a man of unusual and
extraordinary acumen, being endowed with a

capacity for affairs of broad scope. Mr.

Kahmann was a leading citizen of Wash-
ington for many years, being the pro-

prietor of the pork-packing business in

that city, instituted in 1856 and con-

tinued until his death in 1883 and then until

1887 under his successor, Guy F. Kahmann.
when it yielded to the pressure of the great

packing interests of St. Louis and Kansas
City and became extinct. Christopher H.
Kahmann married Anna Mense, a daughter

of Gerhard Uhlenbrock Mense, who was en-

gaged in the saw and grist-mill business in

Franklin county for many years, coming to

that county in 1833. The children born to

this iinion were as follows: George H., who
died in Kansas City in February, 1911, a

prominent contractor of that city: William,

who was a lawyer and a publisher, and passed

away in Washington in October, 1893; Guy
F., the immediate subject of this review;

Annie, the wife of Charles Wynne, of New
York city; Cassilda, who married John B.

Busch, of Washington; and Joseph F., of
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Kansas City, special agent for the London
and Lancashire Insurance Company.
Guy F. Kahmann, our subject, was born in

Franklin county, Missouri, September 6, 1858,

the son of Christoj^her H. and Anna (Alense)

Kahmann. He received a sure foundation for

whatever business he chose to adopt in hav-

ing received good educational advantages,

than which there is no greater heritage. He
entered Pio Nono College in 1873 in ilihvau-

kee, Wisconsin, and completed the commer-
cial training in that college to prepare him
for practical life. As above stated, he be-

came a member of the firm of C. H. Kah-
mann & Son, of which his father was the

founder in 1856, and continued in this busi-

ness until 1887, carrying on the business him-
self some four years after his father's de-

mise. After the abandonment of this pork-
j)acking industry he associated himself with
the firm of H. Tibbe & Son Manufacturing
Company, the predecessors of the Missouri

Meerschaum Company of Washington, and
was its secretary and treasurer for nearly a

quarter of a century, his ability and value in

this concern being evidenced by the length

of time of his association with it.

The First National Bank of AVashington
was organized by E. C. Stuart, of Cape Gir-

ardeau, in 1900, and in 1910 our subject was
chosen cashier, succeeding Mr. E. C. Stuart,

who is now connected with the Third National

Bank of St. Louis, at which time he severed

his connection with the Missouri Meerschaum
Company. The other officials of the bank
are : A. Kahmann, president, and E. C. Stuart

and E. H. Otto, vice-presidents. Its capital

stock and surplus is at the present time, 1911,

$38,000.00, and deposits, $250,000.00, and its

board of directors comprise some of the most
successful business men of Washington and
community. This bank is a sound and safe

moneyed institution of this part of Missouri.

Mr. Guy F. Kahmann was united in the

holy bonds of wedlock with Miss Regina Wel-
lenkamp, a native daughter of Franklin

county, this marriage being solemnized in

Washington on the 11th of September, 1883,

and Mrs. Kahmann being the daughter of

Henry and Katharine (Menkhaus) Wellen-

kamp, the former an early merchant of Wash-
ington. To this union have been born six

children, as follows: Walter H., assistant

cashier of the First National Bank of Wash-
ington; Regina; Leander, who is with the

Roberts, Johnson & Rand Shoe Company of

St. Louis ; Raymond J. ; Othmar M. ; and Rosa
L., deceased.

While Mr. Kaiuiumu has never desired to

avail himself of the honors or emoluments of
office, he has ever kept in touch with party
politics, and is firmly allied on the side of

the Democratic party. He devotes much
time to his family and his friends, and con-
sequently has not found leisure to join any
fraternal organizations. The Kahmann family
are members of the Catholic church. The
home of Mr. and Mrs. Kallmann is one of the
most pleasant and hospitable in Washington,
and the latch-string is always out not only to

their friends but to any one in distress or
trouble.

Samuel Thomas McGke is one of the
prominent farmer-citizens of Bollinger
county and he is also a veteran of the Civil

war, his military record in the great conflict

being a thrilling one whose recouutal has
brought to many a youthful cheek the glow
of interest and enthusiasm. He is a native
son of Missouri, his birth having occurred in

Washington county on the 2nd day of Feb-
ruary, 18'12, and his parents were Samuel
and Elvira (Thompson) McGee, both natives

of the state. The scene of the father's birth

was Washington county and that of the

mother's Cape Girardeau. He is of Irish de-

scent, both his paternal grandparents having
claimed Erin as their birthplace. Their
names were Felix and Elizabeth McGee. The
great-grandfather. Patrick McGee, was aLso

a native of Ireland, as was his wife. Risa.

His gi-eat-grandfather Dennis was bom,
lived and died in Ireland. The birth dates of

the father and mother of Mr. McGee were
1813 and 1815.

Mr. McGee was reared upon a farm and
has spent almost his entire life amid rural

surroundings. A young man less than twenty
years of age at the outbreak of the Civil war,

he was none the less one of the first to enlist,

in 1861 joining Company B. Sixth l\Iissouri

Infantrv under the command of William Te-
cumseh Sherman, and Captain John W.
Fletcher, as a member of the First Brigade.
Second Division of the Fifteenth Army
Corps, Army of the Tennessee. A brief re-

stime of his service includes many of the

great and decisive events of the struggle be-

tween the states. He was in the engagement
at Chickasaw Bayou, Alississippi, when Sher-

man was repulsed; the battle of Arkansas
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Post; at Champion Hill and Jackson, Mis-
souri; he was present at the siege of Vicks-
burg and participated in the battle of Mis-
sionary Ridge, near Chattanooga, Tennessee.
He was in the forced march from Chatta-
nooga to Knoxville, in eastern Tennessee,
when General Burnside was surrounded by
General Longstreet. He then started with
Sherman on the march to the sea in the
spring of 1864, and after that was in one con-
tinual fight until June 24, 1864, at which
time he received his discharge.
Upon the termination of his career as a

soldier Mr. McGee returned to Jefferson
county, Missouri, and in 1870 bought eighty
acres of land in the vicinity of Glen Allen,
Missouri. Since then he has added twenty-
four acres, his property now consisting of one
hundred and four acres. It is an excellent
farm, fruitful and well improved and it is

very dear to Mr. McGee, who has made his
home upon it for fortv-oue years.
On October 1, 1863, Mr. ilcGee was hap-

pily married to Mary A. Brinley, daughter
of Michael and Catherine (Baldwin) Brin-
ley, natives of Missouri. Mrs. McGee passed
to the life eternal June 29, 1880, after be-

coming the mother of the following children

:

Elvira, born in 1865, wife of R. A. Porter;
Sarah Elizabeth, born in 1866, the wife of
Edward Stanton; Patrick F., born in 1868,
died 1890 ; Jessie, born in 1870, wife of Phin-
eas Haynes; Minerva, born in 1872, wife of
James Stewart; William Jackson, born in

1874, died in 1904 ; and Andrew M., born in

1879, and married to Ida Cole. He was mar-
ried a second time, to Rachel Browner,
daughter of William and Lydia Browner,
natives of Tennesse^e and Kentucky, respec-
tively, their union being solemnized IMay 7,

1881. The two sons of this union are Jasper
Samuel, born in 188.3, and married to Grace
Sample: and Thomas Sherman, born in 1894.
Mr. McGee and his worthy wife are affil-

iated with the Methodist Episcopal church
and the former is an influential Republican
who has from time to time held public office

acceptably. He was deputy sheriff of Bol-
linger county for two years: justice of the
peace for twelve years; and public adminis-
trator four years. He is interested in all

things likely to benefit the community, and
the county finds in him one of the valuable
citizens.

James A. Rogers, of Kennett, is a man of

the highest sense of honor, which has never

been besmirched. He is exceptionally fair
minded in ail of his conclusions, having the
imusual ability to see both sides of a question.
His history has been an interesting one.

He was born in Giles county, Tennessee, in

1848, on the 6th of November, the son of John
and Susannah Rogers, both natives of South
Carolina. They lived in Tennessee until

1860, when they came to Dunklin county,
Missouri. They bought land at Caruth aiid

also cotton gins, operating the same for about
four years. They then bought the Redman
farm at Vincit, six miles south of Kennett,
where they both died and were buried on the
farm. He was sixty-four when he died and
she was seventy-five at her death. They had
a family of five children, three of whom are
living now. Louisa married Tom Romines
and is now his widow. She has one son,

James. The other daughter is Emma, who
married Mr. Snipes of Kennett.
The third child living is James A., who

spent the first twelve years of his life in

Tennessee, coming to Dimklin eountj' when
he was twelve years old. For four years they
lived on Horse Island, farming. He then
moved six miles south of Kennett. From the
time he first moved to Missouri he did not
have a great deal of schooling, but helped his

father on the farm and with the cotton gins.

He lived at home until he was twent.y-six

years old, for the last five years of that time
taking full charge of the farm, part of which
his father had deeded to him and he still

owns it. He lived on the farm until 1910,

when he moved into Kennett. He had one
hundred acres of land to start out with, to

'

which he added as he was able until he had
three hundred and one and a half acres, the

large proportion of which he cleared himself.

He sold part of this large farm, now owning
two hundred and sixty acres on which he has
built a new house and buildings. The farm-
ers around say that Mr. Roger's farm is

the best one in that section of the country.

He grows grain and cotton on his land. For
a few years he operated a cotton gin, bitt gave
that up long ago. Vincit post office and gen-

eral store were on his farm, he being post-

master from 1895 to 1902. He is a Demo-
crat, but aside from casting his vote at elec-

tion times he does not take any active part in

politics.

In 1879 he married Lavisa Barger. daugh-
ter of Philip and Jane Barger. They came
from Indiana to Missouri in the fifties, their

daughter Lavisa having been born since their







HISTORY OP SOUTHEAST MISSOURI 703

iiiioval to ^Missouri. Mr. Barger was killed

i.\ llie guerillas during the Civil war, as they
viro believed to be in sympathy with the
pouth. Mr. and Mrs. Rogers have had three
,'liildreu. The eldest is Audrey, who was ed-

icriti'd in the state normal school at Cape
liiardeau and has been a teacher for the past
^|\| 11 years, now teaching in the Kennett
^(•liiiol with great success. Thomas, the elder
II i\, also attended the state normal and died
Dftuber 30, 1909, when he was twenty years
lold. The youngest child is Ray, who is at

present a high school student.

ilr. Rogers is not a member of any church,
hut liis famil.y attend the Baptist church. He
is interested in education, perhaps all the

niiiir because his own schooling was of ne-

rcssity rather meagre and what he knows he
li;is had to gather from reading and observa-

tiiiii as he went along. He has made a point
(if uiving his children the best education that

lir lould, realizing the advantages that it

would be to them, no matter what line they

might follow in after years. ]\Ir. Rogers is

VI 'ly devoted to the county where he has
li\iil practically all of his life, and the

louiity is fully appreciative of Mr. Rogers

and all that he has done in a quiet way for its

improvement ; he is widely known and as uni-

versally respected.

Moses Burette B.\rber, M. D.. of Flat

River, is one of the foremost professional and
business men of southeastern Missouri. Dur-
ing his career as a physician and surgeon his

practice has grown to the extent of his ability

to care for it. and in addition many important

business interests require his attention.

Dr. Barber was born at Frohne. Perry

county, Missouri, August 30, 1869, and spent

his early life on a farm in that county and

in Wayne county. His early education was
secured in the public schools and at the Carl-

ton Institute and Farmington Baptist Col-

lege, and thus equipped he entered educa-

tional work and for seven years taught

school, during the last two years being prin-

cipal of the ]\Iine La Motte public schools.

For two succeeding years he was engaged in

the drug business at Bonne Terre, Having
in the meantime taken up the study of medi-

cine, he took his degree of Doctor of Medicine

at the Barnes Meclical College on April 12,

1899. His entrance in this profession was at

Flat River, where he has resided for the past

twelve years.

Dr. Barber was the organizer of the Flat

River Ice & Cold Storage Company and i.s its

president. This company, which is capital-
ized at fifty thousand dollars, has two plants,
one at Bonne Terre and one at Flat River.
He also was one of the organizers and is a
stockholder in the Central Steam Laundry at

Flat River, For two years he was president
of the ^Miners and Merchants Bank, of which
he is still a director. His real estate holdings
include property in Flat River and extensive
interests in New Mexico.

Dr. Barber belongs to one of the old fam-
ilies of southeastern Missouri. His father.
Richard H. Barber, who is .still a resident of
Sladison county, was born at Brazeau, Perry
county, January 4, 1845, and has enjoyed a
career of prosperit.v, being the owner of large
amounts of real estate. He is a member of
the Presbyterian church and the Independent
Order of Odd Fellows, and in politics is a
Democrat, He married, October 23, 1868.
Surena Cline, of Frohne, Missouri, daughter
of ]\Ioses and Caroline Cline, farmers and
early settlers of Perry county. Her mother,
Mrs. Cline, was one of the first members of
the Baptist church in this state, and lived to

the age of eighty-six. Mrs. Barber died July
22. 1909. having been the mother of seven
children, of whom Dr. Barber is the oldest.

In politics Dr. Barber is Democratic, is a
member of the Methodist Episcopal churcli.

South, and affiliates with the ^Modern Wood-
men of America and the Modern Americans,
He is also a member of the American Medical
Association, the Missouri State IMedical Asso-

ciation, the Southeastern Missouri Med-
ical Society and the St, Francois County
Medical Association. He was married, Au-
gust 29. 1895, to Miss Mollie E, Turley. She
taught in the public schools of St, Francois
county for ten years before her marriage.

Her parents are Wesley and Emeline Turley,

her father being one of the pioneer farmers
in the lead belt. Three children have been
born to Dr. and Mrs. Barber. The two liv-

ing are Anson B. aiid Virginia E.

Ltther Henry Willums. Among the

most prominent and able financiers of Saint

Francois county is Luther Henry Williams,

cashier of the Farmers' Bank, a monetary
institution in whose organization he partic-

ipated : a director of the Mines' Supply Com-
pany at Flat River : and interested in the

National Bank of Commerce of the city of

St, Louis and the Bankers Trust Company
of St. Louis, The Farmers' Bank is one of
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the monetary institutions which emphasize
and exert marked influence in conserving
the financial stability and commercial pres-

tige of the county and its judicial center

and Mr. "Williams has shown marked dis-

crimination in the management of its aliairs.

Mr. "Williams is a native of Saint Francois

county, his birth having occurred within its

pleasant boundaries on November 21, 1869.

His father, George McGahan Williams, was
born in this county, J\Iarch 4, 1831. The
senior Mr. "Williams, owing to educational

conditions of his time, received but a limited

training, this, such as it was, being secured

in the common schools of the locality and
period. He passed his early days on the

farm and in truth has devoted his life-long

activities to the great basic industrj-. He
established a household of his own in 1855,

when he was united in marriage to Amelia
Thomasson, of St. Francois county, a daiigh-

ter of Gabriel and Sally Thomasson. the

former of whom was a prominent agricultur-

ist. To this union nine children were born,

six of whom are living at the present time.

The devoted wife and mother was sum-

moned to the life eternal in 1885, but the

father survives, a venerable gentleman, well-

known in the locality. He remained upon
his farm until he sold it to the Theodora

Lead Company, about the year 1894, which
marks the time of his retirement from active

farm life, and he now makes his home in

Farmington. In political questions he gives

heart and hand to the men and measures of

the Democratic party, which he has sup-

ported since his earliest voting days, and his

religious conviction is that of the Southern

Methodist Episcopal church.

Luther Henry "Williams had what is gen-

erally considered the good fortime to pass

his early life upon the farm, and in the com-

mon country schools he received his prelim-

inary education. "W^hen it came to choosing

a life work he found that he had no ambition

to follow in the paternal footsteps, and at the

age of twenty-one years he left the farm and
went to work in the mines, running a dia-

mond drill. He was engaged in this wise for

four years, at the end of which time he con-

cluded to prepare himself for a business

career and to this end he went to St. Louis

and entered the Bryant & Stratton Commer-
cial College, and having finished this he en-

tered the mercantile business at Flat River

in association with his brothers, George K.

and John T. In 1898 the Messrs. "Williams

sold out and after a short period of leisure
the subject entered upon his first banking
experience, as an employe of the Miners' &
Merchants' Bank at Flat River, he taking
the office of assistant cashier for the first

year and in the two years following holding
that of cashier. In 1904 he assisted in the
organization of the Farmers' Bank at Farm-
ington, and was made cashier of the institu-

tion, which place he now holds. As men-
tioned in a preceding paragraph he is a

director of the Miners' Supply Company at

Flat River and also interested in the Na-
tional Bank of Commerce in St. Louis and
The Bankers Trust Companv of St. Louis.

On the 20th day of April, 1898, Mr. Wil-
liams was happily married to Nelly Pearl
Moody, of Irondale, daughter of William
Moody, an engineer and mechanic. The
union of Mr. and Mrs. Williams has been
blessed by the birth of six children, namely:
Gwendolyn, Luther Wallace (deceased)

;

George Harry, Franklin, Mary Lucile and
Corinne.

Mr. AVilliams is an interested and popular
member of the great Masonic order and ex-

emplifies in his own life its noble principles,

while his church home and that of his

worthy wife is of the Southern Methodist
denomination. Politically he is a stalwart
supporter of the Democratic party, having
been aligned with the same since his earliest

voting days.

Robert H. Whitelaw, one of the success-

ful lawyers of Cape Girardeau, is as popular
as he is influential. Throughout his career

his maxim has been to do the duty which lies

nearest, not worrying about what the next

step might be. It is because of this simplic-

ity of creed that Mr. Whitelaw has made such
an unmitigated success of his life up to the

present time. He has by no means reached
the limit of his capabilities, although he has

accomplished enough to satisfy a less enter-

prising man. However, it is safe to predict

that inasmuch as he has heretofore filled all

offices to the satisfaction of both his own and
opposing parties, he will continue to have re-

sponsibilities thrust upon him.

He was born in Essex coimty. Virginia,

January 30, 1854, and is the son of Thomas
Wliitelaw, a planter in Virginia, in which

state he was born. He was possessed of a

large plantation on which were many slaves,

but he was a believer in the rights of the col-

ored man and was a most considerate master.
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111 1859, foreseeing the struggle that was iin-

iiiineut between the north and the south, he
set free his slaves and sold his plantation,

((lining to Cape Girardeau in 1859. He
lidught a farm there but died in 1863, while
the war was still in progress. He iiiarrieil

iMiiily Reynolds, a young Virginia girl, who
Ik ire him three ehildreu, the last one eo.siing

licr her life. She died in 1856, leaving her
husband, her two little boys and baby girl to

iiKiurn her loss.

Wlien Robert was only live years old. his

lather took him and his little brother to Cape
(iirardeau, leaving the daughter in Virginia.

Robert has very little reeoUeetion of the little

mother who left them when he was two years
old. of the plantation where he was petted
olid scolded by turns by his colored mammy
,111(1 of the journey from Virginia to Cape
i iirardeau. He has, however, very distinet ree-

(il lections of the tirst school which he at-

tended, of the death of his father when he
\\;is onl.v nine years old and of the sense of

desolation which overwhelmed him at being
hit without father or mother at that early

.il;('. He attended the public schools of Cape
I iirardeau and later the academy of St.

Louis, Professor Wyman being the principal

at that time. He then went to Ann Arbor,
\\ here he took a law course at the University
(if Michigan. He graduated in 1874 when he

was just twenty years old and located in Cape
Girardeau. He soon established a practice,

and. young as he was, in 1876 he was elected

prosecuting attorney of Cape Girardeau
county. This ofifice "he held until 1879. He
was elected to the legislature, representing

Cape Girardeau count.v. serving for two
terms. He was a member of Congress in

1890 and 1891 and has been prosecuting a1-

torne.v for many years.

In 1877 he married Katie Block, the

daughter of Zalma Block of Cape Girardeau.

Mr. and Mrs. Whitelaw have three children

living, as follows: Helen, the wife of Uieu-

tenant R. G. Rutherford, now stationed at

Madison Barracks, New York. IMatilda, the

second child, is the wife of Captain Allen R.

Williams and is also stationed at ]\Iadisoti

Barracks. New York. Thomas G., the young-

est child and only son. is in business in St.

Louis.

Like his father, Mr. Wliitelaw has always

been a Democrat and most active in the inter-

ests of his party. Althousrh not born in Cape
Girardeau, he has very little remembrance of

his native place and his affections are all with
Vol. 1—4 5

southeastern Missouri, which has iieeu to liiiu

a foster parent, taking the jilace of father

and mother. He is a man who lias done in-

calculable good in the county and his efforts

have been ajipreciated by the citizens of Cape
(lii'ardeau.

Bristol Fkexcii. To the editor is coiiHiicd

singular responsibility. He is the moulder
of public opinion, and it is his privilege to

be heard on cjuestions of public welfare by
more people than any public speaker could

possibly hope to reach. The Piedmont Ban-
ner is indeed fortunate to have as its ])ublisher

and editor Mr. Bristol French, who, tliough

.yet a .young man, brings to his task a va-

ried experience in the newspaper field as well

as a courageous sense of his responsibility to

the public whom he informs through the

pages of the Piedmont Weekly Banner.
He was born in Houston count.v, Tennessee,

February 2, 1877. His father was John
French, a member of an old Tennessee family,

and his mother was a daughter of Colonel

John Morris, who was a military officer in

both the ^lexiean and Civil wars. Until the

opening of the Spanish-American war he was
engaged in the newspaper business, con-

nected with the Erin News in his home town
of Erin. Tennessee. At the call for volun-

teers, he at once enlisted with the First Ten-

nessee Volunteers, and went with that com-

pany to the Philippine Islands, where he

spent nineteen months in the sei-\iee, during

which time he served as sergeant major in

the second battalion and sergeant in his own
company. His army career, however, in no
way interfered with his life work, as he was
an active correspondent for the Nashville

papers during his sta.v in our insular posses-

sions. T^pon his return, he was associated

first with the Memphis News Scim^itar, and
later with the Memphis Commercial Appeal.

In 1904 ^Ir. French took his present position,

and purchased the Piedmont WccJdy Banner.
which sheet was established b.v Dr. J. N.

Holmes in June, 1892.

He was married in 1905 to ]\Iiss Nettie Wil-

liams, of Piedmont. Missouri, and to this

union have been born two children. Polit-

icall.v ^Ir. French favoi-s the policies advo-

cated by the Democratic party, and both per-

sonally and officiall.v, is counted a valuable

member of his part.v.

C. A. W.vLKER has risen from clerk to the

position of leading hardware merchant in the
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county by the qualities of business sagacity

and initiative, combined with a genius for

hard work. He was born in Illinois, in 1869,

on the 16th of July. His parents, C. T. and
Loiiise Walker, are still living on a farm in

that state.

;Mr. Walker spent the first twenty-one

years of his life in Illinois. He helped his

father on the farm and secured his educa-

tion in the meantime in the district schools

and in the normal at Carbondale, Illinois.

In September, 1890, he came to Lutesville

and secured emplovment as clerk for George
E. Clark & Son.

"

IMr. Walker learned the

business thoroughly in the following six

years and rose steadily in it, so that in 1897

he was able to purchase a hardware business

in Marble Hill. In 1910 he sold out his in-

terests in ilarble Hill and went to Colorado,

intending to make his home in that state, but
decided to return to ^lissouri. In January,
1911, Mr. Walker purchased the interests of

Clark & Son and is engaged in managing
that extensive business. The house carries a

line of hardware, agricultural implements,
furniture, lumber, shingles, cement and lime,

and transacts the bulk of the trade in these

lines in Lutesville and in Bollinger county.

In addition. ]Mr. Walker is a stockholder in

the Bollinger County Bank and in the Bank
of Marble Hill. His residence is one of the

attractive homes of Lutesville.

Mr. Walker's wife was Miss Nellie Clark,

daughter of George Clark, the former em-
ployer of ilr. Walker, ilr. George Clai;k

was a pioneer merchant of Lutesville, com-
ing to that town in 1872 from ]\Iarble Hill,

where he had located five years previously.

Mr. and !Mrs. Walker have two children

:

George Earl, born in 1893. and Charles Dean,
in 1897.

^Ir. Walker has attained high honor in the

Masonic order. He was made a Blue Lodge
Mason at ^larble Hill. ]\Iissoi;ri. and joined

the Chapter at Fredericktown. He went into

the Commandery at Cape Girardeau, and into

the Consistory at St. Louis, taking thirty-two

degrees in all. In additfon he is a member of

the Modern Woodmen and of the Odd Fel-

lows in Lutesville. He takes an active inter-

est in his lodges and in the Presbyterian

church, of which Mrs. Walker is a member
and a valued adherent.

J. Oli\-er Eubanks. a thrifty and well-to-

do agriculturist of Hollywood. J. Oliver Eu-
banks is the proprietor of a fine farm, which

in regard to its appointments compares fa-

vorably with any in the locality, the neatness
and orderly appearance of the property show-
ing conclusively that the owner has a thor-
ough undei-standing of his business and ex-

ercises excellent judgment in its management.
A ^Missourian by birth, he was born on a
farm in Douglas county, January 8, 1877,
and lived there until three years of age. In
1880 his father and his half-sister were killed

by lightning, and his mother subsequently
married a second husband and removed to

Stoddard countj-. ]\Iissouri. where her death
occurred in 1892, on the farm wliich .she

liad there purchased.
Until sixteen years of age J. Oliver Eu-

banks worked on his mother's farm in Stod-
dard county, near Puxico, in the meantime
olitaining a practical education in the district

school; He subsec|uently worked for wages
on neighboring farms for a number of years.

Coming then to Dunklin county, he invested
his money, all of which, with the exception
of forty-two dollars that he received from
his mother's estate after attaining his major-
ity, he had earned by the sweat of his brow,
in farming land in Hollywood. 'Sir. Eubanks
first purchased forty acres on time, and later

bought forty acres of adjoining land, and of

this he has cleared about sixty-three acres
liimself. and placed it under culture, and
when he flret came to the place he also cleared
land for other people, becoming quite ex-

pert in the pioneer task. For a number of

years after assuming possession of his prop-
erty ^Ir. Eubanks lived in a rude shack, but
lie has since erected a substantial, eight-room
house and good farm buildings, and is now
devoting his energies to the growing of com
and cotton, crops which he finds most profit-

able. ]Mr. Eubanks also owns an eighty-acre

farm lying one and thi-ee-fourths miles north-

east of Cardwell. on which he has made valu-

able improvements, that land being rented

out. He is also now contemplating the pur-

chase of one hundred and twenty acres of

land adjoining his farm near Cardwell. an
investment which will eventually prove of

value.

'Sir. Eubanks married first, in 1892. on his

present farm. Nellie Horner, the daughter of

an early .settler of Hollywood. She passed

to the higher life a few years later, leaving

four children, namely: Nettie, ilelviu. El-

mer and Herman, all of whom, with the ex-

ception of the eldest child, are at home. ^Ir.

Eubanks married in 1900 Ora Sanders, and

I
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they are the parents of three children,

namely : Ruth, Rose and Floyd. Politically

Mr. Eubanks is a Democrat, and fraternally

he belongs to Senath Camp, No. 256, W. 0. W.

William !M. Gudger. At this juncture in

a volume devoted to the careers of representa-

tive citizens of southeastern ]\Iis.souri, it is

a pleasure to insert a brief historj' of the life

and work of William M. Gudgei-, who has
ever been on the alert to forward all measures
and enterprises projected for the general wel-

fare and who is the present efficient incum-
bent of the office of president of the Madison
County ^Milling Company, an enterprise whi<'li

reflects credit on Fredericktown.
William il. Gudger is strictly a self-made

man, the admirable success which he has
achieved in the business world of Madison
county being the direct result of his own
well applied endeavors. He was born in the

vicinity of Nashville, Tennessee, the date of

his nativity being the 29th of :\Iay, 1869. He
is a son of John and Nancy (JlcCreary) Gud-
ger. both of whom were natives of North Caro-

lina, whence they removed to Tennessee a

short time after their marriage. In the early

'70s they decided to move still further west,

and accordingly came to Missouri, settling

at Fredericktown. They were the owners of

a fine plantation in Tennessee in the ante-

lielluin days but the ravages of the war prac-

tically ruined them. The father was identi-

fied with farming operations during the

greater part of his active career and he was
summoned to the life eternal in 1908. when
past seventy yeai-s of age. The mother died

in 1884. in her forty-fifth year. John Gudger
was a devout Jlethodist in his religious faith

and his wife was a member of the Baptist

church, ilr. and ]Mi"s. Gudger were the par-

ents of five children, two of w'hora are de-

ceased. Those living are : Henry, who is en-

gaged in the railroad business in Texas ; Lulu,

who is the wife of Henry Robinson, of St.

Francois county. Missouri ; and AVilliam il..

the immediate subject of this review.

.Mr. Gudger grew to young manhood at

Fredericktown, where his preliminary educa-

tional training consisted of such advantages

as were afforded in the public schools. Af-

ter leaving school he launched out into the

business world on his own account, early ))e-

coiiiing interested in milling enterprises. He
had no capital to start with but by hard work

and careful management he finally forged

ahead and todav he is recognized as one of

the most prominent and influential citizens
in tliis place. He is i)resident of the iladisou
County- .Milling Company, which important
concern was incorporated under the laws of
the state of Alissouri in 1903. In November
of that year the present mill was erected and
since that time a splendid business has been
controlled. Tlie Company is ini'or[)oratcd

with a capital stock of twelve thousand dol-

lars and the officers are as follows: W. M.
Gudger, president ; George 0. Smith, secre-
tary; and Henry Ward, director. The ca-

pacity of the mill is one hundred and fifty

barrels of fiour per day and two of the lea<l-

iug brands of fiour in this section of the state

are turned out, namely, "Pride of Jladison"
and ""Lily of the Valley." A force of five

men are constantly employed and ninety j)er

cent of the wheat ground comes from loi-al

customers. Mv. ( iudger was formerly asso-

ciated in the milling business with ;\Ies.'<rs.

DeGuire and Lanpher, being a member of tlie

DeGuire ililling Company at Fredericktown
for some eighteen years. His long association

with milling enterprises has made him c.x-

pert in that particular business and under his

careful and wise management the ^Madison
County Jlilling Company has prospered won-
derfully.

In the year 1894 was celebrated the mar-
riage of Mr. Gudger to JMiss Elizabeth
Hunter, a native of St. Francois (*ounty. ]\Iis-

sonri, and a daughter of English parents, who
came to America about the year 187;-!. ^Mrs.

(ludger's father was long engaged in teach-

ing in this part of the state and he is now
residing at Fredericktown. Mr. and Mrs.

Gudger have no children living.

In politics 'Sir. (iudger is a loyal supporter
of the principles of the Democratic party and
for six or seven years he was a member of the

city council of Fredericktown. He is now
serving on tlie school board. In Scottish Rite

Masoni-y he has attained to the thirty-second

degree and he is also a memlicr of ]\Ioolah

Temple, Ancient Arabic Order of the Nobles

of the Mystic Shrine. He is likewise con-

nected witli the Independent Order of Odd
Fellows and IMrs. Gudger is a member of the

Daughtere of Rebekah. In their religious

faith they are devout communicants of the

Protestant Episcopal clnircb. to whose good

woik they are liberal conti-ibutors.

]Mt)SEs RosENTiiAi.. M. D.. ill bis profes-

sional service has been prompted by a laud-

able ambition for advancement as well as by
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deep sympathy and humanitarian principles

that urge him to put forth his best efforts

in the alleviation of pain and suffering. He
has gained recognition from the profession

as one of its able representatives and the

trust reposed in him by the public is indi-

cated by the liberal patronage awarded him.

Since 1903 Dr. Rosenthal has been a valued

citizen of Cape Girardeau and here he is uni-

versally admired and respected for his high

order of ability and for his loyal and public-

spirited interest in all matters affecting the

ffeneral welfare.

At Seranton, Pennsylvania, occurred the

birth of Dr. Closes Rosenthal, the date of his

nativity being the 15th of May, 1858. He is

a son of Julius Rosenthal, who was born and

reared at Stolp, Gei-many, whence he im-

migrated to the United States about the year

1855. Julius Rosenthal was born in the year

1825 and he was summoned to the life eternal

in 1892. For a time after his arrival in this

country he resided in the city of St. Louis,

]\Iissouri, where he was engaged in the general

merchandise btisiness. At the time of the

inception of the Civil war he gave evidence

of his intrinsic loyalty to the cause of the

south by enlisting as a soldier in the Con-

federate army. In 1865, just after the close

of the war, he went to Jackson, Tennessee,

where he was engaged for a number of years

in the mercantile business and where he con-

tinued to reside until his demise. In 1857

was solemnized his marriage to ]\Iiss Hen-

rietta Ackerman and this union was prolific

of four children, of whom the Doctor was

the fii-st born and of whom he is now the

only survivor. By a former marriage Julius

Rosenthal had one child, Benjamin, a resident

of Kentucky'.

Dr. Rosenthal was a child of seven years

of age at the time of the establishment of the

family home at Jackson, Tennessee, where

his preliminary educational training con-

sisted of such "advantages as were afforded

in an old Catholic school. Subsequently he

was matriculated as a student In the Southern

Baptist Union University, at Jackson, Ten-

nessee, in which excellent school of learning

he was graduated as a member of the class

of 1875. For two years after completing his

collegiate course he was engaged in business

with his father but in 1877, deciding upon

the medical profession as his future life work,

he began to study for the same under the

able preceptorship of Dr. Joseph Thompson,

at Paducah, Kentucky, the latter having been

n surgeon in the Confederate armj- under
General Sidney Johnson. From Paducah Dr.
Rosenthal removed to St. Louis, Missouri,
where he attended the Missouri jMedical Col-

lege, in which well equipped institution he
was graduated in 1880, duly receiving his

degree of Doctor of Medicine. Prior to his

graduation and during his residence in Ken-
tucky he had been admitted to the medical
fraternity of the old Bluegrass state and for

a short time he was associated with Dr.
Thompson in a general practice. Immedi-
ately after graduation he opened offices in the

cit.y of St. Louis, where he resided until 1882
and where he was successful in bi^ilding up
a large and lucrative patronage. On account
of ill health, however, he was forced to give

up his practice in the jMissouri metropolis and
he then went to Pemiscot county, this state,

remaining there for a period of two years,

at the expiration of which, in 1885, he re-

moved to Kennett, in Dunklin county. He
maintained his home in the latter place until

1903 and in that year came to Cape Girar-

deau, where he controls an extensive practice

and where he is a man of prominence and in-

fluence in all the relations of life. Since com-
ing to this city Dr. Rosenthal has pursued
post-graduate courses in St. Louis. Chicago
and New York. He is interested in and is

a valued member of a number of representa-

tive medical organizations of representative

character, including the Southeastern ]\Iis-

souri ]\Iedical Society, in which he has been

lionored with a number of important official

positions. He is surgeon for the C. G. & C.

Railroad Company and is everywhere held

in high esteem for his splendid ability in

the field of one of the most helpful profes-

sions to which man may devote his energies.

In Januaiy, 1882, at St. Louis, was cele

brated the marriage of Dr. Rosenthal to Miss

Affie Niekerson, who was born at Pawtucket,

Rhode Island, on the 16th of :May. 1860. Dr.

and Mrs. Rosenthal have no children. In

religious faith Mrs. Rosenthal is a consistent

memljer of the Presbyterian church. Theyi

are popular and prominent factors in con-j

nection with the best social activities of Cap-

Girardeau.

In his political proclivities Dr. Rosenthal

is an uncompromising advocate of the prin-

ciples and policies set forth by the Democratic

party and while he has never mixed much in

local politics he served at one time with all

of efficiency as coroner of Dunklin county.

In fraternal circles he is affiliated with the

J1
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Hcuevoleut & l'rote(,-ti\L' Order of Elks and
with the Modern Woodmen of America. Dr.
Rosenthal '.s professional careei- exeites the ad-
miration and has won the respect of his con-
temporaries, and in a calling in which one has
to gain repntation by merit he has advanced
steadily until he is acknowledged as the su-

perior of most of the membere of the medical
li-aternity in this part of the state, having
long since left the ranks of the many to stand
among the successful few.

Harry A. Guess. An essentially promi-
nent and influential business man at Klat

River, Saint Francois county, Missouri, Harry
A. Guess is manager of the Federal Leatl

Company, an important mining concern of

this county. Though a native Canadian. ^Ir.

Guess has resided in the United States and
Mexico since 1901, and during the interven-

ing years to the present time he has been en-

gaged along mining and metallurgical lines.

Harry A. Guess was born, November 21,

1875, at Kingston, in the province of Ontario.

Canada. He is a son of Charles Wellington

and Sarah (Shorey) Guess, both natives of

Canada, where the farmer was born in the

year 1846, and the latter in 1848. The Guess

family traces its ancestry back to stanch Eng-
lish and Irish stock. Charles W. Guess was
identified with agricultural pursuits during

the major portion of his active career t)i;t re-

tired from business in recent years and is

now living at Napanee, Canada. Mr. and
Mrs. Guess became the parents of three chil-

dren, whose names are here entered in re-

spective order of birth,—George A., Harry A.,

and Ross W. George A. Guess is metallur-

gical superintendent of the Cerro de Pasco

Mining Company, at La Fundicion, Peru,

South America; Harry A. is the immediate

subject of this review; and Ross W. is cash-

ier of the Bank of jMontreal, at Glace Bay,

Canada. In politics the father is a liberal

and in his religious adherency he is a devout
member of the ilethodist Episcopal church,

in whose faith he reared his children.

To the public schools of his native place

I-Iarry A. Guess is indebted for his early edu-

cational training, which was followed by a

course in the Sydenham Collegiate Institute,

at Sydenham. Subsequently he was matricu-

lated as a student in Queens I'nivcrsity. at

Kingston, in which excellent institution he

was graduated as a member of the class of

1895, duly receiving the degree of Master of

Arts and also the University medal in chem-

ist ly. He was also graduated in the School
of .Mines at Kingston and thereafter he
passetl two years in British Columbia, in the
soutlicrn i)art of which province he was en-
gaged in survey and assay work. For a time
lie had an office in British Columbia but in
1897 he returned to ea.stern Canada, where
he became manager of the Ottawa Gold -Mill-

ing & .Mining Company, at Kewatin, prov-
ince of Ontario, remaining there until 1901,
In the latter year he came to the United
States and assumed charge of the concentrat-
ing plant of Silver Lake Mines at Silverton,
("olorado—a Guggenheim property—continu-
ing there for the ensuing three years. Dur-
ing the year 1904 to 1905 he had charge of
special experimental work for the Cananea
Consolidated Copjier Comjiany, at Cananea,
Mexico. Subsequently he was manager of the
Silver Lake Mines, at Silver Lake, Colorado,
and in 1907 he became general milling super-
intendent for the Guggenheim interests in the
United States and Jlexico, retaining the lat-

ter position to the present time. Since 1908
he has also been manager of the Federal
Lead Company and of the Central Experi-
mental plant at Flat River. In connection
with the latter concern he is interested in de-

vising the best processes of treatment for all

difficult ores and products from the various

properties of the Guggenheim interests in the

United States and Mexico. He is a member
of the Colorado Scientific Society; Society of

Chemical Industry ; American Chemical So-

ciety; and the American Institute of Mining
Engineers.
Mr. Guess was married on the 19th of

June, 1901, to Miss Eva Young, of "Winnipeg,

Canada. Mr. and ^Irs. Guess have one son,

Shorey Guess, born on the 16tli of April,

1907, They are popular and prominent in

connection with the best social activities of

P^lat River, where their spacious and com-
fortable home is the center of many attrac-

tive gatherings and where they are held in

high regard by all. In their religious faith

they are members of the Presbyterian church,

to whose philanthropical work they are lib-

eral contributors.

Ui'Tox L. AVeirick. One of the important

industrial enterprises that contribute ma-

terially to the commercial prestige of the city

of Washington, ilissouri, is the ^Missouri

Jleerschaum Company, of which that promi-

nent and valued citizen, Upton L, Weirick,

is pi'csident. He is one of the aggressive and
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thoroughly up-to-date business men who are

aiding in the up-building of the city, and
while his own affairs are of engrossing nature
he still finds time to concern himself with the

matters effecting the general communitj' in an
admirablj' public-spirited fashion. Although
a native of the Buckeye state, Mr. Weiriek has

been a resident of the city for a quarter of a

century, his identification with it dating from
the year 1886. In this period he has built

up an extensive business and his specialties,

"Tibbes Missouri Meerschaum Patent Corn
Cob Pipes" and the "Only Genuine Detmold
Corn Cob Pipes." are known and enthusias-

tically recommended in whatever country and
clime are found devotees of Lady Nicotine.

This concern is a definite factor in the in-

dustrial and commercial prestige of Washing
ton and the subject 's representation in a work
of this nature is indeed fitting.

Upton L. Weiriek was born at Dalton.

Ohio, October 7, 1847, but passed the roseate

days of childhood and youth in Tiffin. Seneca

county, that state. He is a son of Jesse Wei-
riek, a Tiffin carriage manufacturer, who
died in that place in 1871. after a life of in-

dustry and usefulness. The maiden name of

the mother was Eliza Flenner, and he was one

of a family of six children. Young Upton
received his education in the public schools

and previous to entering commercial pursuits

he worked at painting and blacksmithing. He
had had some training as a clerk before he

embarked in merchandising at Tiffin, and in

that place he conducted a store for four years.

Retiring from this, he represented the Buck-
eye Tobacco Company of Toledo, Ohio, as a

traveling salesman for eight years and then

settled down in Kansas City. Becoming in-

terested in mining and the development of

mining territory, he took an interest in the

Niles-Augusta mine at Leadville and helped

develop the property to a commercial proposi-

tion, and in 1879 he disposed of his stock. His
next move of importance was embarking in

the cattle business in western Nebraska. He
located not far distant from Fort Robinson
and for a niimber of years continued there

successfully, in 1885 selling out his stock at

the topnotch of cattle prices and seeking other

channels for his capital.

It was upon returning to Kansas City that

^Ir. Weiriek be 'ame interested in the manu-
facture of cob pipes, and he was so favor-

ably impressed with the possibilities in this

feld that he in.-ested extensively in the busi-

ness of H. Tibbe & Sons at Washington.

With his entry into the business the name
was changed to the H. Tibbe & Sons Manu-
facturing Company and eventually to the Mis-
souri ^leerschaum Company. Since 1886 he
has made his home here and has large real

estate interests here and in Kansas City, Mis-
souri.

ilr. Weiriek laid the foundation of a happy
household and congenial life companionship
when, on November 25, 1885, he was married
at Kenton, Ohio, to Mrs. Flora B. JMille,

daughter of Judge T. H. Bagby, a widely
known citizen of that place. Their charm-
ing home is situated upon the grassy bluff

overlooking the Missouri river, where they
share the blessings of prospei-it.y with their

friends and neighbors, not forgetting the
derelicts and those to whom fortune has been
less kind. They are friends and supporters
of the Episcopal church and are held in high
regard in the eonununity.

In politics the Weiricks have for many
years espoused the faith of Thomas Jett'er-

son, but the present representative of the
family confines his political action to the ad-

vocacy of protection policies at national elec-

tions.

II. B. ilcCLENDON. Faithfulness to duty
and strict adherence to a fixed purpose in life

will do more to advance a man's interests

than wealth or advantageous circumstances.

The successful men of the day are they who
have planned their own advancement and
have accomplished it in spite of many ob-

stacles and with a certainty that could have
been attained only through their own efforts.

One of the well and favorably known farmer-

citizens of Bollinger county is H. B. McClen-
don, who is engaged in general farming and
stock raising and who has been identified with

this section since 1887. He is a native of

Randolph county, Alabama, his birth having
occurred there on the 16th day of August,
1853, his parents being Wiley and Sarah ^Ic-

Clendon, natives of Georgia and South Caro-
lina, respectively. Mr. McClendon was
reared upon his father's homestead farm, his

time, like that of the majority of his rural

associates, being divided between assisting in

the work of the farm and pui*suing his study

of the common branches behind a desk in the

district school. He began farming independ-

ently in young manhood and for some years

was engaged in that calling in his native state.

His coming to Missouri, as previously men-
tioned, dates from the year 1887, when he sev-
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iK'cl old associations aud removed to Bollinger
'duuty. of whose advantages he had heard
uoud report. Here he bought two hundred
and forty acres of land, five miles west of
I i Icn Allen, and this has ever since been his

home and the scene of his activities. Al-

though this gives the greater part of his at-

tention to general farming, he also raises- stock

and at the present time owns sixteen head of

cattle, fifteen hogs and thirty sheep. He be-

lieves in the future of Bollinger county and
takes a helpful interest in all affairs of pub-
lic imiJort.

^[r. ]\lcClendon laid the foundations of a

happy marriage by his union on the 7th day
of September, 1902. to Anna Pridy, one of

Bollinger county's daughters. Her parents

are J. T. and Betty Pridy. They share their

home with one daughter. Enla, born in 1903.

]\Ir. ]\IcClendon is a stanch and stalwart

supporter of the policies and principles of the

Democratic partj' and for two years served as

nuirshal of Alexandria City. Alabama, rep-

resenting the law and its restrictions with

entire efficiency. He is one of a family of

nine children, the other members being Cyn-
thia, Joseph, ilary, Wyley, Samantha, Eliza.

(Jlamanda and William.

Dr. N. F. Kelly. "The evil that men do
lives after them, the good is oft interred with

their bones." Considering that one never

hears so many good things about a man as at

the time of his funeral, at first glance it seems

as if the immortal bard were incorrect in his

statement, but if we take it in the broader

sense, that evil has more lasting effects than

good, it is true to some extent. Dr. Xorris

F. Kelly, father of AYill V., did many acts of

kindness, performed many acts of goodness,

made many worthy efforts towards the bet-

terment of his fellow citizens, which now,

three years after his death, live in the hearts

of his friends. The results have not all been

buried with him. but have been inculcated

in his son and many others with whom the

Doctor had intimate relations.

Norris F. Kelly was born in North Caro-

lina. April 20. 1850, and came to Dunklin
county when a boy, about 1868. when he lo-

cated at Clarkton. his brother John having

preceded him and become a man of note in the

county. N. F. Kelly studied medicine under

the late Dr. V. H. Harrison and was later

graduated at the Missouri Medical College,

St. Louis. Immediately after his graduation

he engaged in the practice of medicine, lo-

cating in Kennett in 1871. Since then he has
lived here constantly except a few years that
he spent at Senatli. He built up an extensive
practice, partly on account of his skill and
partly because of his personality.

Earl.v in the seventies the Doctor married
;\Iiss Ruth Bragg, daughter of Captain Bragg
and sister of AV. G. Bragg and of ilrs. J. F.
Tatuiii. IMrs. Bettie Sturgis, ^Irs. ilattie Tow-
son and the large family of daughters of

Captain Bragg. Three children were born of

the union, only one of whom lived to matu-
rity. Will V. Kelly. :\Irs. Kelly died in the

late eighties. Several years afterwards he
was married to Miss Bow White, of Jersey-
ville, Illinois, but .she lived only a few years.

Dr. Kelly was a leading citizen in Kennett
for many years and at one time owned much
valuable propert.v. but he could never become
what is known as a wealthy man. He con-

sidered that moue.v was made to spend and
he lived with a great degree of comfort, be-

sides expending much in helping those less

fortunate than he. He was not ostentatious

in his giving, but as a rule only the recipients

of his kindness knew anj'thing about them.
The Doctor was a lover of political excitement
and was never happier than in a contest for

his friends. His power was felt many times
in the county ancl district. He was several

times treasurer of the coimty and was coro-

ner for several terms. He was chairman of

the Democratic county committee for a con-

siderable time. He was a warm-hearted man
and no one who came to him in trouble would
be turned away without his trying in some
slight manner to ease the burdens. Besides

his son. he left two sisters in North Carolina
to mourn his loss when he died on August 4.

1908. in his native place. He was a man
whose memory will long be cherished, even
as it has been during these three years.

William V. Kell.v was born in Kennett July
S. 1875. He attended the public schools and
then entered the insurance business, estab-

lishing an agency in Kennett in April, 1908,

dealing with general and fire insurance. He
is a well read man. thoroughly well up in

insurance and a student of hiunan nature. It

is this last ability which causes him to be so

successful. He knows when to talk to a man
and when to let liim alone and he knows the

kind of talk that will suit a ]iarticular man.
lie is still a young man, with much of his

career still before him and jiidging from his

past record, this career will be a noteworthy
one, full of achievements and worthy acts.
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Frank Leo Long, JM. D., is a prouiiiieiit

young physician of Doe Run, and lias ac-

quired liigh rank in the profession and au
excellent practice in this vicinity. His fam-

ily have been identified with southeastern

Missouri more than half a century, and its

members have been honored citizens and able

workers in various lines of activit.y.

He was born in Jefferson county, Novein-

ber IS, 1882. His father, W. T. Long, who
was born in the same county in July, 1855, is

one of the best known railroad men in this

part of the state. He spent his early life on

a farm, being educated in the common schools

and when about thirty-five began railroading.

AVith the exception of four years when he

was sheriff of Jefferson county, he has been

conductor on the Iron Mountain railroad for

the last twent.v-five years.. He is a member
of the Brotherhood of Railway Trainmen
and the Order of Railway Conductors, and in

politics is a Democrat. His mother was a

cousin of the late Senator Hearst of Califor-

nia. He was married about 1878 to "Miss

Emma Goodin. of Jefferson county, and of

their eight children six are living, the Doctor
being the third in the family.

The early life of Dr. Long was spent in

Jefferson count.v, and he graduated from the

DeSoto high school in 1900. The following
year he entered the medical department of

the Washington University at St. Louis and
took his degree in meclicine in 1901. His first

two years of practice was in DeSoto, after

which for three years he was a member of the

medical staff at the Farinington asylum un-

til a change in politics occurred. Since then

he has been a resident of Doe Run, where in

addition to a large general practice he does

the surgical work for the M. R. & B. T. rail-

road and the Doc Run Lead Company. He
is a member of tiie County, State and Amer-
ican iledical Societies. In politics he is a

Democrat, is a member of the Presbyteriein

church, and affiliates with the Ancient Order
of LTnited Workmen, the Court of Honor and
the ilasonic order.

On March 81. 1909, Dr. Long married Miss
Genevieve Browne, of DeSoto, Missouri. They
have one child. Frank L.. Jr.
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