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ARTISTS SELECTED FOR PACIFIC FESTIVAL 
In December, the Northern Marianas will 
be sending a delegation of about 60 tradi-
tional artists, musicians, and dancers to 
participate in the fourth Pacific Arts 
Festival in New Caledonia. 

The festival is held once every four years 
to celebrate the unique cultures of the 
region. The 1980 festival was held in 
Papua, New Guinea. 

Perhaps no other event contributes as 
much to the preservation of the tradi-
tional artforms of the region as the 
Pacific Arts Festival. It is expected that 
3,000 participants representing over 30 
Pacific nations will attend the  1984 

festival. 

The Northern Marianas delegation will 
include three traditional dance groups, an 
island musical group, and five visual 
artists. Participating in the festival will be: 

Tanapag Men Stick Dancers; 
Felipe I Ruak, leader 

-  Original  Saipan  Carolinian Dancers 
(women's group); Kina Iginoef, leader 

-  Chamorro/Antigo Dancers; Paul Bene-
vente/Francis Sablan, leaders 

-  Sunset Cruisers; Luis Tilipao, leader 
-  Florencia  Seman, lava-lava weaving 
-  Roman Taimanao, pandanus basket 
and fish trap weaving 

-  Balbina Kintaro, coconut frond weaving 
-  Justina Kintaro, beadwork 

The  Northern  Marianas attended the 
festival for the first time in 1980, repre-
sented by the Aghrubw Dancers and the 
Reematau, as well as by artists Balbina 
Kintaro and Antonia Camacho. 

Preparations for this year's festival have 
been coordinated by a special task force 
appointed by the Arts Council. Nearly 
200 performers and visual artists regis-
tered with the task force to be considered 
for Northern Marianas delegation, demon-
strating a local interest far greater than in 

1980. 

After preliminary performances by artists 

at Convention Center, in April, and at the 
Tinian Arts Festival, in May, the final 
competition took place at the Flame Tree 
Festival  in June.  Five  judges  were 
appointed by the task force on the basis 
of familiarity with traditional artforms. 
Competitors were scored on their artistic 

excellence as well as their cultural rele-
vance. Later, they were interviewed and 

rated on their ability to serve as goodwill 
ambassadors of the Commonwealth. 

Funds for the preparations here for the 
Pacific festival were made available to the 
Arts Council by the National Endowment 
for the Arts. Since their selection, the 
artists of the local delegation have been 
giving benefit performances to help raise 
funds to cover travel expenses to New 
Caledonia. The Arts Council also hopes to 
get assistance from the Commonwealth 
legislature. The local delegation is sched-
uled to leave for the two week festival on 
December 6th.o 
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FINA'TINAS MAR IANAS 

DIRECTOR'S 
MESSAGE 

I am pleased to be able to offer to the 
people of the Northern Marianas the 
first issue of Finatinas Marianas, the 
newsletter of the Commonwealth Coun-
cil for Arts and Culture. We will be 
publishing our newsletter on a quarterly 
basis, as an informational service for 
artists as well as for the entire commu-
nity. 

One of our principal goals at the Arts 
Council is to make quality arts expe-
riences available to as many people as 
possible in the Commonwealth. Through 

our newsletter we hope to be able to 
keep you better informed about our 
programs and activities. 

We want artists to be better informed 
about financial and other assistance 

available to them through funds we 
receive from the National Endowment 
for the Arts. We want others in the 
community to be better informed about 
opportunities to learn  from skilled 

artists through our workshop program 
and to enjoy the arts through our exhi-

bition and performing arts programs. 

But we also want you to be better 
informed about the Arts Council itself, 
who we are and how we operate. In this 
and in future issues we'll have articles 
by and about our staff and board of 
directors as well as information about 
how others in the community can, and 
have, become involved in our decision 
making process. 

We hope that this newsletter becomes 
part of a two-way process; we encourage 
you to offer suggestions about our 
programs as well as on additional infor-
mation you would like to see included 
here. 

Hafadai, 

Ana Teregeyo 
Executive Director 
Commonwealth Council 
for Arts and Culture 

ABOUT THE ARTS COUNCIL 
In 1979, the Commonwealth Council for 
Arts and Culture (CCAC) was established 
under the Northern Marianas Department 
of Community and Cultural Affairs. The 
policies of the Council, however, are 
governed by its own board of directors, 
which represents a cross-section of the 
local population. 

The Council is funded largely by the 
National Endowment for the Arts and is a 
member of the Consortium for Pacific 
Arts & Cultures, the National Assembly 
of State Arts Agencies, and the National 
Assembly of Local Arts Agencies. 

CCAC is charged with five major respon-
sibilities: 
-  To make quality arts experiences avail-
able to all the residents of the Northern 
Marianas; 

-  To document, encourage and promote 
public understanding of the Common-

wealth's cultural and artistic expres-
sions; 

-  To strengthen the economic and pro-
fessional  opportunities  for  visual, 
literary and performing artists; 

-  To provide information services and 
leadership in the arts on behalf of the 
artists and art organization; 

-  To  recognize  and  support artistic 
excellence. 

The Council provides eleven different 
programs for the community in an effort 
to meet these objectives. Current pro-
grams include: Arts-in-Education, Grants-
in-Aid, Folk Arts, Workshops, Exhibitions, 
and  Touring  Artists.  This year the 
Council received grants totalling more 
than $250,000 from the National Endow-
ment for the Arts (NEA) to operate these 
programs. The Council also receives some 
funding from  the Commonwealth to 
supplement the NEA funds.D 
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THE ARTS ON ROTA 

TOP: Tanapag Men Stick Dancers performing at 
October's Rota Arts Festival. 

ABOVE:  Learning  guitar  during  folk  arts 
residency at Rota school. 

RIGHT:  Weaver,  Balbina  Kintaro  who 
conducted a four day workshop on Rota is 
October. 

FINA'TINAS MAR ANAS 

BOARD HOLDS ELECTIONS 

At its last meeting on September 25th, 
the Arts Council board of directors re-
elected Jess Pangelinan to a 2nd term as 
board chairperson. Pangelinan is the 
Commonwealth's historic preservation 
officer.  Ben  Manglonia,  Resident 

Director of Natural Resources on Tinian, 
was elected vice-chairperson. o 
ARTISTS ATTEND ROTA FESTIVAL 

The 60 artists, dancers, and musicians, 
who will be representing the Common-
wealth at the Pacific Arts Festival in 
New Caledonia, performed and gave 
demonstrations at the Rota Arts Festival 
October 7. The festival was held in con-
junction with the island's annual fiesta 
celebration. 

Three folk artist from Saipan conducted 

four days of workshops in the Rota 
schools early in October as part of the 

"interisland exchange" program. Travel-
ling to Rota were: Balbina Kintaro 

(basket weaving), Vicky Olopai (bead-
work),  and  Manny  Perez  (coconut 
carving).o 

LOCAL T.V. 
PRODUCTION PLANNED 

A television special profiling the artists 
who will be representing the Common-
wealth at the Pacific Arts Festival in 
New  Caledonia  is currently  being 

produced  by  the  Arts Council  in 
cooperation with Saipan Cable T.V. 
The 30 minute program is scheduled to 
be broadcast locally during the end of 
November, just prior to December's 
festival.D 

THREE YEAR REPORT COMPLETED 

The Commonwealth Council for Arts 

and Culture (Arts Council) has just 
published a report, covering its programs 
during its first three years of operation 
(1980-83). Copies are available at the 
Arts Council  offices at Convention 
Center. 0 

CULTURAL CENTER 
PLANS PROGRESS 

A CNIMI Cultural and Performing Arts 
Center Foundation has just been estab-

lished to begin raising funds for the 
construction of the proposed cultural 

facility. This public non-profit corpora-
tion was set up by the Arts Council 
board to receive tax exempt contribu-

tions to begin building the proposed facil-
ity at the American Memorial Park site. 
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GRANTS AVAILABLE 
FOR ARTISTS 

Any local artist or organization needing 
financial support to pursue an arts project 
can apply to the Commonwealth Council 

for Arts and Culture for Grants-in-Aid 
funds. The Arts Council receives monies 
for the Grants-in-Aid program from the 

National Endowment for the Arts, to 
nncourage local individuals and groups to 
ry out creative and innovative projects in 
he arts. 

VVhile funds are limited the Council is 
always looking for worthwhile projects to 
assist. Grants for anyone project generally 

do not exceed $2,000. Some of the 
projects that can be supported with 
Grants-in-Aid funds are: 

arts in public places 
artists creating their own work for 
exhibition 
artists training others in the schools or 
the community 
artists providing services to commu-
nity groups 
arts organizations needing help getting 
started 
organizations putting on public per-
formances 

Those interested in applying can get more 
information from the Arts Council office. 
Applications are considered four times a 
year by special panels made up of local 
artists and other community members. 
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The Arts Council can also help those with 
innovative proposals which need funding 
assistance beyond the local limits. These 
projects can apply to directly to NEA for 
greater funding. o 

FOLK ARTS 

FUNDING 

RENEWED 
The Arts Council has just received a 
$29,900 folk arts grant from the National 
Endowment for the Arts. The funds will 
be used to continue the folk arts program 

in the Saipan, Tinian, and Rota schools. 
The program, which is a cooperative 

effort of the Arts Council and the Depart-
ment of Education (D.O.E.), hires local 

craftspeople to come into the schools and 
share their skills with  students  and 
teachers. 

All traditional craftpeople are encouraged 
to apply. Those interested should contact 
Ana Teregeyo at the Arts Council or 
Sandy  McKenzie, arts coordinator at 
D.O.E. Last school year 18 local artists 
were involved in the folk arts program 
here. 0 

Viceo-taping Chamorro dance group for Arts 
Council/Cable  T. V.  production  on  local 
preparations for the Pacific  Arts Festival. 

MUSICIAN 
TO BEGIN 
SCHOOL 
RESIDENCY 

Musician Michael Stanwood of Denver, 

Colorado was  selected  from  a field 

of 35 applicants to receive an Artists-

in-Education residency to work in the 

CNMI schools this year. The selection 

was made by a special panel appointed 

by the Arts Council. 

In making the awards the panel took 

into  special  consideration  a recent 

survey  of  school  principals  here. 

According to Sandy McKenzie, panel 

chairperson and D.O.E. art coordinator, 

the first choice among principals was 

for vocal and instrumental music on 

the  secondary  level  and  folk  dance 

on the elementary level. 

The AlE program, a joint project of 

the Arts Council and the Department 
of  Education,  brings  professional 

artists into the schools to provide arts 

experiences  for  students as well  as 

teachers. This year the Arts Council 

received $20,800 in funding for the 

program from the National Endowment 
for the Arts. 

The AlE program, said McKenzie, is 

very lucky to be able to get someone 

with  Standwood's  background  and 

skills. According to his resume, he sings, 

writes songs, and plays guitar, autoharp, 

bass, and percussion instruments. His 

career has included experiences ranging 

from acting in Hollywood movies to 

recording several major record albums. 

Standwood's  residency will  begin  in 
January  and  be  based  at  Marianas 

High School. He will also offer work-

shops at Mt. Carmel, Hopwood, Rota 

High, and Oleai School. One of the 

highlights of his residency will be a 

project with  Marianas history classes 
to recreate two traditional Chamorro 

musical  instruments -  the belembao 
tuyan and the belembao pachot.o 

A QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER ABOUT ARTS IN THE NORTHERN MARIANAS 



OCTOBER 1984 FINA'11NAS MAR ANAS 

Artist Kuniyoshi Ukita (center) greeting visitors at the opening of his "Coconesia" exhibition. 

GALLERY HOSTS 

"COCONESIA" SHOW 
"Coconesia" an exhibit of paintings and 
drawings by Japanese artist Kuniyoshi 
Ukita (Kuni) had a well attended opening 
at the Arts Council Gallery. 

Those who came to the September 7th 
opening were treated not only to First 
Saipan showing on the fine dreamlike 

works of Kuni but also to a fine buffet of 
island food prepared by friends of the 
artist. 

Before coming to Saipan, Kuni worked 
for many years as a graphic artist in 
Tokyo. Among his past credits are the 
designs of several major books, including 

the Japanese edition of the popular Jane 
Fonda exercise book. 

Kuni has largely given up his business in 
Japan to pursue his greatest passion -  

painting. Saipan, says  the artist, has the 
peaceful feeling he needs to create his 

own personal art. Kuni's work shows the 
influence of his nearly 20 years of travel 
throughout the Pacific islands. 

The  "Coconesia"  exhibit,  originally 

scheduled to end Sept. 30th, has been 
held over until October 18th. Opening 
November 2nd at the gallery will be 

"Shell Fantasies of Micronesia", a display 
of decorative crafts by Lisa Berkey. 0 

WORKSHOPS 

OFFERED 

BY LOCAL 

ARTISTS 
An arts workshop program has been con-
ducted by the Commonwealth Council 
for Arts and Culture since the Council's 

first year in 1980. The program is aimed 
at encouraging local talent and at increas-
ing the community awareness of the 
different artforms -  both traditional and 
contemporary. 

Workshops are arranged to be given either 
as "centralized" classes at the Convention 

Center or as "village workshops" offered 
at local community centers. In 1984 
there has been more emphasis on work-
shops in the traditional arts, in an effort 
to revive some of the vanishing artforrns. 
There has also been more emphasis in 
offering workshops for the young, to 
help increase their participation in the 
arts. 

Workshops are always offered either free 
of charge or at a small fee to make them 
affordable to everyone in the community. 
Workshops are given on Tinian and Rota 
as well as on Saipan. Some of the work-
shops currently underway are: Carolinian 
Beadmaking, Batik and Tie Dye, and 
Paper Craft for Children. 

Several new workshops are scheduled to 
begin soon. For a list of these, see the 
newsletter's calendar of events.o 

':ha,norro dance workshop (left) and children s 
papercratt workshop (above) 
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BOARD CHAIR 
APPOINTED 

TO 
UNESCO 

COMMITTEE 
JESS  PANGELINAN,  the  Common-

wealth's historic preservation officer and 
board chair of the Commonwealth Coun-
cil for Arts and Culture has been asked to 
serve on an advisory committee of the 
United Nations Educational, Scientific, 
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO). 

Pangelinan received word of his appoint-
ment to the Advisory Committee for the 
Study of Pacific Cultures by Amadou-
Mahtar M'Bow, director-general of the 
Paris based U.N. organization. 

In a letter to-Pangelinan, M'Bow stated, 
'n view of your knowledge and experi-
:e relating to Pacific cultures and your 
-crest in the promotion of the apprecia-
n and respect for the cultural identity 

01 the peoples of the Pacific, I have the 
pleasure of inviting you to serve 

The Arts Council has a selection of local 
crafts and books on display and for sale 
at its Convention Center offices. In 
addition, artists displaying their work in 
the gallery usually have some of their 
pieces for sale to the public. 

PUBLICATIONS 

-  Marianas Art and Culture Under the 
Spanish Administration (1668-1899); 
Edited by Donna 0. Vilagomez, 18 
pages, $2.50 

-  Life in the Northern Marianas During 
the German Administration (1899-
1914); Edited by E/freda Craddock, 
22 pages, $3.50 

AT THE ARTS COUNCIL GALLERY 
CONVENTION CENTER 

-  Nov. 2 to Nov. 30: "Shell Fantasies 
of Micronesia", decorative art from 

locally  found materials, by Elisa 
Berkey 

-  December (dates to be set): "Work-
shops 1984", an exhibit of student 
work from this year's Arts Council 
workshops 

-  Jan. 4 to 29, 1985: "Photo Exhibi-
tion", by Dick Merritt. Opening, Jan. 
4 from 4.6 p.m. 

Artists  interested  in arranging future 
exhibits of their work at the gallery 
should  contact  gallery  curator  Noel 
Ouitugua. 

-  Rising  Sun  Over  the  Northern 
Marianas: Life and Culture Under the 
Japanese  Administration  (1914-
1944); edited by Scott Russel, 32 
pages, $3.50 

-  I Speak the Beginning: Anthology of 
Surviving Poetry of the Northern 
Marianas; edited by William M. Peck, 
32 pages, $5.00 

*Mail  orders  add  $1,00  for poa lade  aud 
handling. 

CRAFTS 

-  Assorted note cards and photo cards 

-  Pandanus baskets and purses;coconut 
palm weavings, woodcarvings 

ART WORKSHOPS OFFERINGS 

Scheduled to begin soon are the following 
workshops: 

-  Lava-lava Weaving: Florencia Semen 
-  Coconut Frond Weaving: Francisca 
Kapileo 

-  Traditional Chamorro Dancing: Paul 
Benevente 

-  Puppet and Mask Making: Rose Jung 
-  Basic Fashion Illustration: Debbie 
Wink field 

-  Basic Drawing: Thomas Brenna 

Exact  times and  starting dates will  be 

announced soon. Contact Harsono Aldan, 
workshop coordinator, for more information. 

GALLERY HOURS 

• Mon.-Fri.    11 a.m. -  1 p.m. 

2p.m. -5p.m. 
•Sat   2p.m. -5:30p.m. 
• Sun. and holidays   Closed 

COMMONWEALTH COUNCIL for ARTS and CULTURE 
P.O. BOX 553, CHRB 
SAIPAN, CM 96950 
TEL.: 9982, 9983, 9020 
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FESTIVAL 
PLANNED 
FOR SAIPAN 
The 4th Annual Flame Tree Arts Festi-
val will be held on Saipan September 

Artists and performers interested in 
participating in the Commonwealth's 

register now with the Arts Council to 
be assured a spot. 

The Flame Tree festival is normally 
held in late June, at the time of the 
Liberation Day festivities here, but 
this year's Pacific Arts Festival in 
Tahiti at that time led to a postpone-
ment of the local art event, the Arts 
Council said. 

Although all  the  island's  famous 
flowering red trees will be "flameless" 
at the time of this year's event, a 
"colorful" festival is still expected, 
organizers say. 

The rescheduling of the Flame Tree 
Festival for the latter part of Septem-

ber was also done so that our festival 
could be held this year in conjunction 
with 
versary of the National Endowment 
for the Arts (NEA). NEA has been 

in the states since it was created in 
1965  and  has  been  funding arts 
programs in the CNMI for the past 
five years. Among the local arts activi-
ties supported by NEA are: arts work-

A sunset performance by the Tanapag Stick Dancers at ceremonies welcoming back local 

participants from the Pacific Arts Festival. (See p. 4) 

1il A 

Highlights of the 

PACIFIC ARTS FESTIVAL 
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FESTIVAL HELD IN TAHITI 
o 60 Commonwealth Artists Participate 

by Herbert Soil Chair, Pacific Arts Festival Task Force 

The Fourth Festival of Pacific Arts is 

now history. It was originally sched-

uled for the French Colony of New 

Caledonia in December of 1984, but 

political unrest in that colony forced 

the cancellation of the festival which 

is normally held every four years. 

French authorities and the government 
of the colony of French Polynesia 

took the responsibility of rescheduling 

the festival for the glamorous island of 
Tahiti in French Polynesia. 

The delay and relocation of the festival 

meant that the 12 months of plans and 

preparations of the 60 member group 
from the Northern Marianas, under the 

sponsorship of the Council for the 

Arts and Culture, had to be modified 
and additional funds raised in order to 

provide transportation to the more 

distant location of Tahiti. 

The  Marianas  group answered  the 

challenge, raised the additional money 
and made their plans for a later June 

departure for the wonderful oppor-

tunity to mix and learn from people 

of all the other Pacific Island cultures. 

Again, trouble arose placing a bearer 
in the path of the group. This time it 

was the cancellation  of flights on 
South  Pacific  Island  Airways.  All 

travel arrangements had been made 
for  transportation  on  that  airline 

because their routes could take the 

group to Tahiti without the need of 

any special flights. 

Council Director Ana Teregeyo, her 

staff, and the volunteer committee 

assisting in the project spent many 

days and nights in the second half 
of June trying to arrange the trans-

portation to Tahiti after learning of 

the SPIA grounding. Finally a com-

bination of flights on Air Micronesia 

and  Samoan  Airlines,  on  charter, 
carried  the Marianas group to the 

French Polynesian capital. 

The group arrived in Papeete, Tahiti 

at 2:30 am, on July 1, 1985. So 
elaborate were the arrangements of 

the festival that a troup of Tahitian 

dancers and drummers were there to 

(Cont. page 8) 
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LEFT: Antigo Club from the Marianas performing at the Festival. 

CENTER: Dancers from Solomon Islands playing bamboo flutes. 

RIGHT: Evening performance by the group fro m Wallis Island. 

BELO W: The entire CN MI delegation gathers on stage for their 

final  adios'  song following the group's dance presentations. 

D Many Contribute to Marianas Pacific Arts Festival Delegation 

The CNMI government and the South 
Pacific Commission provided a good 
portion of the funds that made our 
participation in the Tahiti festival 
Possible. However, there was also a 
sizeable amount of money, as well as 
good and services contributed by local 
businesses and community members. 

Below is a list of contributors. We 
apologize for any omission and wish to 
thank all others who helped, especially 
those who threw money into the hat 
when our artists took to the streets. 

• Pacific Orient Travel Services 
• F& M Construction Co., Inc. 
• Roman M. Manglona (Rota) 
• Lza Aguon (Rota) 
• Vivian Lizama (Rota) 
• Ronnie Fejerang (Rota) 
• Ccl Tudela (Rota) 
• Robert Onedera (Rota) 
• Cathy Calvo (Rota) 
• Trining Rosario (Rota) 

• Rota CCAC Board & Staff 
• Kathryn M. Lee 
• M/M Vincent H. Calvo (Rota) 
• Deon's Service Station (Rota) 
• Tadotsu Saipan Co., Ltd. (Mr. Ichiro 

(Tsuji) -  Rota 
• Coconut Village Hotel (Rota) 
• Becky Taisague (Rota) 
• Jose Mundo (Rota) 
• Odie Jacob (Rota) 
• Perry Borja (Rota) 
• Emily Masga (Rota) 
• Larry A. Hocog (Rota) 
• Jose A. Manglona (Rota) 
• David Manglona (Rota) 
• Betsy Hocog (Rota) 
• Virginia Taimanao (Rota) 
• Annette C. Manglona (Rota) 
• Manning Hocog (Rota) 
• Danny Sasakura (Rota) 
• Prudencio S. Hocog (Rota) 
• Pedro Duenas (Rota) 
• Revine Uane (Rota) 
• Dr. Hauri Setiawan (Rota) 
• Antonia Songao (Rota) 
• M/M Luis M. Sablan (Rota) 
• Douglas F. Cushnie 
• Basic Construction Supply 

Pacific International Marianas, Inc. 
General Supply (Rota) 
Calvo Enterprises, Inc. (Rota) 
Com munications Satellite Corp. 

• Hyatt Regency Saipan 
• Mayor's Office (Rota) 

• Mr. 'D" Enterprises (Rota) 
• Bank of Guam (Rota Branch) 
• Northern Marianas Consultant 
• Diane's Bakery & Snack Bar 
• Manglona Industrial Development (Rota) 
• Gua m Memorial Health Plan 
• Saipan Stevedore Co., Inc. 
• J.C. Tenorio Enterprises, Inc. 
• Marianas Visitors Bureau 
• Saipan Rotary Club 
• Duty Free Shoppers, Ltd. 
• Saipan Chamber of Com merce 

• Mr. Albert Wong of Hyatt Hotel 
• M/M Donald & Chhlang Flores 
• M/M Crispin & Kathy Deleon Guerrero 
• Mr. JoeTen Enterprises 
• Mr. Russ Demola of J&G Payless 
• Mr. Tony Guerrero of Hyatt 
• Mr. Herman Dela Cruz of Island Market 
• Six-Ten Store 
• Dollar Up Store 
• M/M David Pangelinan 
• Herman's Food Basket 
• Esco's 
• M/M Steve Pangelinan 
• Mr. Ben Sablan of Sugar Daddy's Store 
• Carmen's Safeway Store 
• Ms. Bibang Liza ma & kids 
• Ms. Maria Dela Cruz 
• Mr. Frank Aldan of Saipan Fish Center 
• Mr. Michael Stanwood 
• Ms. Fricka Pangelinan of Farmer's Coop. 
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more 

o Village Celebrates 
Artists Return 

Governor Tenorio and members of the 

United Nations mission touring Micro-
nesia joined the artists who recently 

returned from the Pacific Arts Festival 

as guests of honor Sunday July 28th 

at a Tanapag Village celebration. 

Felipe Ruak, leader of the Tanapag 

Stick Dancers, said his village wanted 

to express its gratitude for the success-

ful experience and safe return of its 

young dancers as well as the other 
artists and members of the CNMI 

delegation that attended the Festival 

in Tahiti last month. 

The Governor and the U.N. team, 

along with families and friends of the 

artists, were treated to a special per-

formance by the returning traditional 

dance groups. The three groups -  the 

Tanapag Dancers, the Antigo Club 
and the women of the Saipan Original 

Carolinian Dancers were cheered on as 
they demonstrated their skills before 

i  spectacular sunset over Tanapag 

hiibor. 

The evening's events included a little 
touch a Tahiti as the Tanapag dancers 
ippeared for their performance wear-

iriq,  not the traditional  Carolinian 

tlru, but rather, bright yellow "pereos" 

the  wrap-around  attire  of  the 

TiP nail people. 

To the delight of festival participants, 
there was, along with a variety of 

traditional local foods on the buffet 

table, a big basket of French bread -  

an essential ingredient of any Tahitian 

(French Polynesian) meal. 

Li EDITORS NOTE   
The next Pacific Arts Festival is 

scheduled to take place in Towns-

yule, Australia, in 1988. 
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TOP LEFT: Drummer from one of four 
groups representing Papua New Guinea. 

TOP RIGHT: Saipan Original Carolinian 
Dancers at the Salle Polyvalente -  a 
large indoor theater. 

ABOVE: Group from Western Samoa 
give  late afternoon  performance at 
Venus Point. 

BOTTOM LEFT: Easter Island group 
performing before 3,000 spectators at 
the outdoor stage at Vaiete Square. 

 PACIFIC FESTIVAL 

Slide Program Captures 

Festival Color and Sound 
Photographers George Figdor and 

Herb Soil, who accompanied the 
CNMI delegation of artist to the 

4th Pacific Arts Festival in Tahiti, 

presented a slide program on the 

Festival at Convention Center. 

About  150 people attended the 

August  10th  program,  including 

delegation  members  and  their 
families  as well  as the general 

public.  Soil  and  Figdor showed 

slides of the Marianas artists, on 

stage and off, and slides of per-

formances by many of the 23 other 

Pacific island nati ons  who partici-
pated in the Festival. 

The slide show also presented a 
look  at some of the  Festival's 

special  events  such  as tatooing 

demonstrations,  traditional  food 

preparation,  and outrigger canoe 
races. The program also included 

Festival music, recorded live at per-

formances in Tahir. 

The Arts Council will present the 

Festival Slide program again to any 
interested group, upon request. • 

Artists Share Thoughts 

on Festival Experience 
• Filipe Ruak, leader of the Tanapag Men Stick Dancers: My group was most 

surprised by the attire of the other performing groups, Now they believe me 

about whi the Carolinian dancers used to wear; they're not asham ed to 

wear the short "thu" now , . .  They started to feel right at home with 

dancers from some of the other places New Guinea and Easter Island. 

The boys are now talking in the village about adding things to the dances 

like starting to use the traditional shells to call the dancers to per form  / 

had a meeting with (other group leaders) Francis Sablan, Joe Limes, and 
Kina Iqinoef. We talked about how we can improve ourselves and bring in 

more of our customs for the next time. We learned some things by seeing 

what the other countries were doing  There are many similarities. 

• Francis Sablan, leader of the Antigo Dancers: It was a real education for my 

group and we're already starting to look forward to the newt festival in 

1988, in Australia .  .  .  We're all very grateful for the financial support we 

got from the government and the community. 

• Maria Crisostomo, pandanus basket weaver: It's so important to have 
experiences to see other people and so much different kinds of art. -  .  and 

all the dances -  .  .  And they all wanted to know all about So/pan . . .  / made 

good friends with the ladies from Tahiti; they make pandanus baskets too, 

but not the same. 

• Vicky OIopai, lava-lava loom weaver: / thought there would he others, but / 

was the only one there (in the craftsvi/lage) that was doing the loom 

weaving. -  .  There was no resting,' everyone wanted to see it. 

• Kina Iginoef, leader Carolinian Dancers (women): When they saw us it was 

the first time many saw lust women dancing and they were all asking us 

about it. 
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PACIFIC ARTS FEATURED 

At its next annual 'meeting, the 
National Council for the Arts will 

highlight the Pacific island cultures, 

according to CPAC (the Consortium 

of Pacific Arts and Cultures). CPAC 
announced this month that it has 

been asked by the National Council 
to make a presentation on the arts 
of culture of its member groups at 

the meeting, which will be held 
next April  in Washington,  D.C. 

CPAC is the regional arts organiza-

tion representing the U.S. Pacific 
territories,  including  Guam, 

American Samoa, and the CNMI. 

MORE ON THE FORUM 

Plans for a visual artists forum here 
are beginning to take shape. The 

intent of the forum is to bring local 

artist together to exchange ideas 

and get information that can assist 

them in pursuing their art. The 

three to four day forum will take 

place sometime in January. 

Several  forum  workshops  have 
already been suggested by artist and 

Arts Council staff. Topics include: 
EDLF loans, copyright laws, busi-

ness taxes, and tourism and the arts. 

There is still time for local artists to 

request other workshop topic and 

technical assistance to be included 

in the forum. 

WORKSHOPS TO RESUME 

The Arts Council has announced 

plans to hire a temporary work-

shops  coordinator,  pending  the 

return  of  the  Council's regular 

workshop specialist Harsono Aldan. 
Aldan's return to Saipan has been 

delayed while he awaits the process-

ing of immigration documents in 

his native Indonesian. 

Arts Council director Ana Teregeyo 

announced  that  all  postponed 

workshops will be resumed by the 

middle of September and that new 

workshops will be starting up in 

October. 

Two Artists Receive 
Grants From Council 

Local  artists Josepha Igisomar and 

Harry Conley will both be completing 

work in September on Arts Council 
funded projects. Conley and Igisomar 

were the two applicants to receive 
Council Grants-In-Aid this year. The 

program,  funded  by  the  National 
Endowment for the Arts, provides up 

to $2,000 to individual artist as well as 

arts organizations to carry out special 

projects. 

Conley received $2,000 to conduct 

workshops this summer on painting 

and drawing techniques for teachers 

and DOE staff. 

Igisomar was awarded $1,830 to create 

24 beaded necklaces representing the 

different designs used in Carolinian 
beadwork. She is also making 6 beaded 
belts and will be presenting her com-

pleted work at an exhibition at the 
Arts Council gallery later this year. 

Grants-In-Aid  applications  are 

accepted throughout the year for arts 
related projects. Proposal are reviewed 

regularly  by a specially  appointed 

panel. More information about the 

grants  is available  from  the Arts 

Council. • 

Students from San Antonio School who "star" in the AlE folk dance video. (See story p. 7) 

F LAME TREE FESTIVAL (Cont. from p. 1)   

shops,  arts  festivals,  artists-in-the-

schools, and the folk arts program. 

Next month's arts celebration here will 
be highlighted with  arts awareness 

activities in the schools and in the 

villages during the week and with a 
weekend of craft demonstrations and 

entertainment at Civic Center Park 

September 27-29 

The Civic Center activities will have a 

multi-cultural  theme, and the Arts 

Council is urging participation from all 

of Saipan's principal as well as smaller 

cultural and ethnic groups. Booths will 

be available for the display and sale of 

artwork as well as for the preparation 

and selling of traditional foods. Enter-

tainment will feature traditional and 

contemporary musicians and dancers. 

A special event of this year's festivals 

will be the painting of a large mural by 

school age children. Another event to 

be featured this year will he a tradi-

tional hut building contest.  Those 
interested  in participating in these 

should also get in touch with the Arts 

Council office (tel. 9982 or 9983).. 
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Crew from Saipan Cable [V on location at San Antonio school documenting Bob Grimac's folk dance residency. 

Arts-in-Education 
o School Artists to be Featured on TV 

The Arts Council and the Depart-

ment of Education are currently 

completing work on two audio-

visual productions that document 

last spring's artist residencies in the 

CNMI school. 

The first production is a 12-minute 

slide and sound program on musi-

cian Mike Stanwood. It focuses on 

the  music  Mike  created  with 

students  at  Oleai  School,  Mt. 

Carmel, and Marianas High. 

In the second production, a 20 

minute video program, television 

cameras  captured  a bit of the 

energy of folk dancer Bob Grimac 

as he worked with young students 

at San Antonio School and with 

"youthful" teachers at a folk dance 

workshop at Oleai School. 

The main purpose of producing 

these documentaries  is to share 

with a wider audience in the com-

munity  the  creative experiences 

that  these  two  visiting  artists 
brought to classrooms and work-

shops on Saipan, Tinian, and Rota. 

The productions will be aired on 
Cable T.V. during September. 

Copies of the programs can be 

made available to schools and com-

munity groups on request. Please 

contact George Figdor at the Arts 
Council.0 

Gallery to reopen in Oct. 
The Arts Council gallery at Convention Center is undergoing some repair 

work and renovations and has been closed since the beginning of August. 

Gallery curator Noel Quitugua expects the gallery to be open again by the 

beginning of October. 

One of the future exhibits now being planned is "antique collections" from 

the Marianas. Anyone that has artifacts from past periods that they would 

be willing to display should contact Quitugua. Other exhibits now being 

scheduled include: 

-  Chinese paintings by Professor Shih Feng [in 

-  Beaded necklaces and belts by Josefa lgisomar 

-  Photographs of the Pacific Arts Festival by George Figdor. 

Cruisers' Joe Limas  harpirq 

D Music Residency 
Gets Results 

The impact of last year's Arts-in-

Education program in the Com-
monwealth was felt all the way off 

in  Papeete,  Tahiti  during  the 

recent Pacific Arts Festival. There, 

the Sunset Cruisers, who were part 
of the CNMI delegation, revealed a 

new  dimension  to  their  island 

musical sound. 

The  group's  leader  Joe  Limes 

usually plays the uke, but for many 

of the Cruisers' appearances, to the 

delight of Festival audiences, he 

played a fine harmony on the auto-

harp instead. 

Limes says he really likes what the 

auto-harp adds to the group's tradi-

tional sound but confesses that he'd 

never seen the instrument until he 
got together with Mike Stanwood 

during  the  Colorado  musician's 

A-I-E residency here last spring! 
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Council lends 
museum help 
The Arts Council has announced that 
staff member Noel Quitugua will be 
temporarily "on loan" to the Saipan 
Museum  beginning  in  September. 
Quitugua, the Council's gallery curator, 
will be working on reactivating the 
museum and its programs. 

The museum, which is run by a non-
profit corporation with a nine member 
board, has not been fully operational 
since  political  conflict  forced  its 
closure several years ago. The museum 
has since been reorganized with an 
entirely new board of directors, but 
has had no operating funds. 

Quitugua  who  has  been  on  the 
museum board since its reorganization 
is currently president of the board. 
Arts Council director Ana Teregeyo 

said that in making Quitugua available 
to the museum for several months, the 
Council is "trying to support the 
museum and its efforts to increase 
awareness of Saipan's historical and 

cultural heritage." 

For the past year, while the museum 
has been officially closed, volunteer 
curator Ben Igisomar has opened the 
building to the public several hours 
each week, Quitugua has said that he 
plans on opening the building on a 
full-time basis sometime in September. 
One of his priorities, he says, will be tc 
locate  operating  funds  for  the 
museum's programs. He will also be 
looking for volunteers who can donate 
several hours each week to museum 
programs. • 

Marianas weavers Balbina Kintaro (L) and Maria Crisostomo (C) giving demonstrations at 

the Craftsman's Village at the Pacific Arts Festival. 

PACIFIC FESTIVAL (Cont. from 

meet the Northern Marianas delega-
tion. After loading all of the baggage 
and equipment buses took the delega-
tion to a private school that made its 
rooms available for the lodging of the 
Marianas  performers.  Meals  were 
furnished in the cafeteria of a nearby 
Catholic school. Each of the 22 par-
ticipating groups was given similar 
room and board arrangements by the 
host government. 

The Commonwealth of the Northern 
Mariana  delegation  included  the 
Tanapag Men Carçlinian Dance Group, 
the Chamorro Antigo Dancers from 
Marianas High School, the original 
Carolinian Women's dance group, the 
Sunset Cruisers and selected weavers 
and basket makers. 

The group performed for audiences as 
large as 3,000 and had the unique 

p. 2) 

opportunity  of  demonstrating  the 
culture of the islands of the Common-
wealth to people from almost all of 
the other Pacific cultures as well as 
people from many countries of the 
world who were visiting Tahiti to 
observe the Festival. When the group 
was not performing or rehearsing the 
members were able to observe many 
cultural performances. Not only did 
22 of the Pacific Island entities partici-
pate, but the host country, French 
Polynesia, offered the dance perform-
ances of dozens of groups from their 
vast number of islands in the South-

east Pacific. 

Despite occasional language barriers 
the group from the Northern Marianas 
had extensive contact with people 
from many of the other groups and 
made lasting friendships in addition 
to absorbing details of the varied 
cultures within the Pacific region. 

Commonwealth Council for Arts and Culture 
P.O. Box 553 C.H.R.B. 
Saipan, Mariana Islands 96950 
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Flame Tree Festival Set For June 28 
Local artists, craftspeople, musicians, 

and dancers are invited to participate 

in the 5th Annual Flame Tree Arts 

Festival to be held next month on 

Saipan. 

The annual arts event is sponsored by 

the Commonwealth Council for Arts 

and Culture (CCAC) and features the 

traditional as well as contemporary 

artists of the Northern Marianas. The 

festival this year is scheduled for 

June 28 at American Memorial Park 

and is being co-sponsored by the 

CNMI Jaycees. 

CCAC Festival Coordinator Emi Pali-

can requests that all interested artists 

and performers register with her as 

soon as possible to insure a place in 

the coming festival. You can contact 

Emi at the CCAC office at Convention 

Center (322-9982). The deadline for 

participants to register is June 16th. 

APRIL-JUNE 1986 

5TH ANNUAL 
FLAME TREE ARTS FESTIVAL 

SATURDAY JUNE 28TH 
AMER/CAN MEMORIAL PARK 

9:00-5:00  Visual Arts Displays 

and Demonstrations 

10:00-4:00 Cultural Dance and 

Music Performance 

11:00  We/coming Remarks 
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CULTURAL CENTER FOUNDATION 

BEGINS MEMBERSHIP DRIVE 

Message from 
the Chairman 

Please join with us in our efforts to 

build a Cultural and Performing Arts 

Center for the Commonwealth of the 

Northern Marianas.  Now more than 

ever the Commonwealth needs such a 

facility. 

Traditionally, music, dance, and the 

visual arts have been an integral part 

of community life among the people 

of the Marianas.  But as western life-

style replace many of the island 

customs, the traditional forums for 

the  ore sentation  of the arts are 

beginning  to  disappear.  New 

"centers  for  the  arts have,  un-

fortunately, not been developed in 

their place. 

As a recent CNMI government report 

points out, 'There is no facility here 

that meets even the minimum standard 

of a performing arts space."  The 

proposed cultural facility will include, 

not only a 900 seat theater, but also 

an historical museum and a cultural 

SIGN UP NOW AS 

A FOUNDATION MEMBER 

In ceremonies in April, Gov. Pedro 

P. Tenorio was presented with a 

membership in the Cultural and 

performing Art Center Foundation 

by president Jess Pangelinan. 

Now, others in the community are 

urged to support efforts to build a 

cultural center here by purchasing a 

Foundation membership. 

• Individuals: $E.00 
• Business-/Organizations: $20.00 

CONTACT: THE ARTS COUNCIL 
• CON VENT/ON CENTER (322-9982) 

Membership Chairman Juan L. Babauta 

heritage  center  where  traditional 

artisans can pursue their craft. 

It will be a place where the arts will 

once again become a highly visible 

part of our society, a place where we 

can proudly showcase our music, art, 

and cultural heritage -  for ourselves as 

well as for our many visitors. 

Because of the limited resources of the 

Commonwealth, the Northern Maria-

nas Cultural and Performing Arts 

Center Foundation was established last 

year for the purpose of raising funds 

to construct the facility. 

Within a few months our major fund-

raising initiative will begin.  Before 

that, however, we are inviting those, 

like yourself, who have a special in-

terest in encouraging the preservation 

of the culture heritage of the Marianas 

to participate more directly in the 

Foundation  by purchasing a sup-

porting membership. Si yu'us ma'ase. 

Is/Juan L. Babauta 

Chairman, CPACF 

Membership Committee 

F 
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BRASS CLASS: J. D. Crutch (second from left) learns a few things about tuba playing at the 

public workshop presented as part of the Honolulu Brass tour. 

Honolulu Brass Visits Saipan 

F-1 Concert Marks the Renewal of 
Regional Touring Arts Program 

The six-members of the Honolulu 

Brass brought their horns, trumpets, 

and trombone to Saipan for a public 

concert June 4th at the Grand Hotel. 

The concert here was part of the 

group's Pacific regional tour which was 

sponsored  by  the Consortium for 

Pacific Arts and Cultures (CPAC). 

Local sponsors for the Brass' Saipan ap-

pearance included the Commonwealth 

Council for Arts and Cuture, the 

Northern Marianas Music Society, The 

Grand Hotel, and KCNM Radio. 

While on Saipan the group also held 

school "clinics" in which they offered 

a close up look at their music for 

students. 

The Honolulu Brass tour represented 

the renewal of the CPAC touring arts 

program, which after being inactive for 

two years, has once again received 

funding from the National Endow-

ment for the Arts. CPAC is a regional 

arts organization whose membership 

includes the CNMI and the other U.S. 

Pacific island jurisdictions. 

The Arts Council in cooperation 

with the Coastal Resources Mai: 

agement Office is seeking special 

funding from the National Lndow-

ness of the importance of maintain-

ing the visual quality of the isi ends. 

The two agencies are joining effort 

because of their concern that the 

traditional  visual  attractiveness 

particularly along Saipon's Beach 

Road Saipan, is being sacrificed in 

the face of current growth and 

development. 
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Drawing Residency Takes Shape 

It's lunch period at the Oleai school and under the school's big flame 

tree a group of students crowd around Saipan artist Paul Perry, curious-

ly watching as a drawing of the old building next to the school unfolds 

on the artist's sketch pad. 

"I like to do drawings like that too," says one of the students as he 

looks over Perry's shoulder. "Why don't you bring some of them with 

you tomorrow. I'd like to see them," responds Perry. 

For the past several weeks Oleai students have been able to observe 

free-lance artist Perry at work during their lunch period. Perry is spend-

ing time at Oleai as part of an Artist-in-Education (AlE) residency in 

painting and drawing that he was awarded April by the Arts Council. 

Most of Perry's time is spent inside the classroom working with stu-

dents on the fundamentals of drawing.  The artist says his goal is to 

teach the first through seventh graders he is working with how to see 

and draw basic shapes. 

The AlE residency program is jointly sponsored by the Arts Council 

and the Department of Education (DOE) Arts Program. DOE Arts Co-

ordinator Sandy McKenzie said that Perry's residency is supplementing 

that of artist Doug Rankin who has been working in the CNMI schools 

since October. Perry has been spending time at three schools that could 

not be included in Rankin's schedule -  Oleai, Mt. Carmel Elementary, 

and the Seventh Day Adventist School. 

Originally from Rockland, Maine, Perry is no stranger to this part of the 

world. Twenty-five years ago he served as a Navy Corpsman on Saipar, 

for two years and then lived for a number of years on Guam. Perry 

later studied art in Connecticut and worked part-time as a commercial 

artist in Maine while also working as a state probation officer.  He 

moved back to Saipan four years ago. 
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5th Student Art Show Held 

LEFT: Artist Paul Perry 

teaching the basic shapes. 

Perry came to classes car-

rying cubes, spheres, and 

cylinders. 

CENTER:  Perry  demon-

strating sketching  tech-

niques  for Oleai School 

students under the school's 

large flame tree. 

RIGHT: Mt. Carmel stu-

dents working on sketches 

in Perry's class. 

BELOW:  First  graders 

from  William  S.  Reyes 

School "critiquing" items 

on  display during  their 

tour of the Student Art 

Exhibit. 

The work of over 800 students from 14 public and private schools in 

the Commonwealth was featured at the 5th Annual All Schools Art 

Show held during May in the lobby of the Nauru Building. 

According to Sandy McKenzie, Coordinator of the Department of 

Education's (DOE) Arts Program, buses were provided by DOE to 

transport school children on Saipan to the exhibit.  The Arts Co-

ordinator noted that a large percentage of students here had an op-

portunity to tour the exhibit before it closed May 30th. 

More than 1,000 pieces on display represented art projects initiated 

by regular classroom teachers as well as projects produced in special 

school arts programs. The show highlighted work done by students 

studying under visiting artists in the DOE/Arts Council sponsored 

Artists-in-the-Schools program. This year's school residency program 

involved contemporary artists Doug Rankin and Paul Perry and tradi-

tional artists Balbina Kintaro, Francis Kapileo, and Manny Perez. 

The use of the sizeable display area required for this year's show was 

donated by the management of the Nauru Building Show Coordinator 

McKenzie said. 
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Festival Coordinator Emi Palican 

Palican Rejoins 
Council Staff 

Festival Planner 
and Fundraiser 

This year's Elaine Tree Arts Festival is 

being organized for the Arts Council 

by new staff member Emi Palican. Emi 

joined the staff in April as Festival and 

Fundraising  Coordinator,  replacing 

Carmen Gaskins who left the Council 

!1 late March, 

Hann n(J arts testivIs is not nev for 

Emi, who was responsible for organiz-

ing the very first Flame Tree Festival 

back in 1982.  Emi worked for the 

Council from 1982-83 before taking 

an extended "maternity leave". 

The new Festival Coordinator knows 

the  festival  "business" from both 

sides, having participated in a few of 

them herself as both a visual and per-

forming artist.  Emi's fine beaded 

jewelry has been a popular display at 

several past festivals, and for many 

years Emi also performed with the 

Micronesian Dancers, the well known 

traditional dance group. The dancers 

entertained locally at festivals and 

made  several  international  tours 

promoting Micronesia. 

Hotel Features Local Artists 
Since April, demonstrations by local craftspeople have been featured several 

afternoon s a week in the lobby area of the Saipan Beach Hotel. 

Koki Norita, Saipan Beach president, says that the hotel is sponsoring the pro-

ject in cooperation with the Arts Council as part of new efforts by the tourism 

industry to increase tourist exposure to traditional Chamorro and Carolinian art-

forms. 

The six artists who are involved in the program are: pandanus weavers Felicidad 

Kaainoa and Ester Aldan, coconut frond weavers Magdalena Ruak and Juliana 

Wabol, beadwork artist Vicky Olopai, and mwar maker Josepha Teregeyo. 

Duty Free Shoppers Ltd., which has concession rights at the hotel, has been co-

operating in the project by giving the artists permission to sell their work in 

conjunction with their demonstrations. 

Arts Council executive director Ana Teregeyo says that the Council is interested 

in hearing proposals from other hotels and tourist-related buisnesses who would 

like to sponsor similar cooperative projects. She says that the Council is com-

mitted to developing the partnership between tourism and the arts. 

TOURISM AND THE ARTS: Josepha Teregeyo creating a colorful mwar during a recent 

craft demonstrations at the Saipan Beech Hotel. 
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Weaver Selected For Regional Show 

Folk artist Vicky 0/opal of Se/pan 

demonstrated traditional Carolinian 

lOO'fl weaving last month during a 

0/opal,  'Mo was the only artist re-

presenting the CNMl at the Honolulu 

exhibition, demonstrated the weaving 

of lava lavas or (te en, the traditional 

Carolinian wrap-around attire. 

0/opal explains that re'er weaving was 

formerly a skill practiced by most 

women in Carolinian villages.  Now, 

ys• the .j,,  is one of only two 

0/opal says she first learned how to 

weave from Saipan's master vwaver 

,..E/orencia Seinan but adds that. . 

The artist explains that the traditional 

te'er is mace from banana and hibiscus 

fibers, which are colorco with natural 

plate.  Today, the process is often 

shortened through the substitution of 

cotton threads and artificial (tycs. 

Besides loom wcaving, 01opai is also 

skiiid in a variety of other traditional 

Carolinian crafts, including beadwork, 

niwar making, and cultural dancing. 

She has worked for many years teach-

ing these artforms to students in the 

0/c pal is corrently working on the 

production of several re'er for ilc Arts 

Council's permanent collection under 

m7  C wentior  Center 

Rota Carver 

To Build Canoe 
Using  a stone vv dgu  ax,  or 

"a'suela",  Rota  carver  Roman 

Castro will soon begin work on a 

traditional fishing canoe under a 

cooperative grant from the Arts 

Council and the CNMI Historic 

Preservation Office. 

Castro will demonstrate for the 

younger people of Rota the entire 

process of canoe making -  a craft 

that has almost completely disap-

peared on Rota, as well as through-

out the Marianas. 

Castro, 68, first learned the art of 

canoe carving as a child. He recalls 

that there was an older man in the 

village who was making a fishing 

canoe.  The carver's name was 

Pedro  Maratita,  and  everyday 

Castro would go and watch the old 

man work. After awhile Castro was 

making and selling his own canoes. 

Castro worked several days harvesting a 

"tronkon dokdok" for the canoe project. 
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Art Planned 
For Hospital 

The interior of new Commonwealth 

Health Center will be enhanced by the 

paintings of local artists as a result of a 

loint project between the Arts Council 

y include the incorporation of local 

rtwork into the interior public spaces, 

jccording to Dr. Jose Villagomez, 

Public Health Director. Dr. Villagomez 

says that a series of large paintings 

will be commissioned for several areas 

of the hospital including the waiting 

room, the cafeteria, and the pediatrics 

ward. 

CARVING CLASS:  Student Jess Quitano (r.) gets ass/stances with his fish carving from 

instructor Manny Berm udes at a Council Workshop last month. 

Five local artists, all of whom register-

ed with the Arts Council prior to last 

month's deadline, are being considered 

for the commission. The five -  Doug 

Rankin, Norbert Diaz, Noel Quitugua, 

Paul Perry, and Sandy McKenzie -  

recently received a tour of the nearly 

completed hospital facility by Dr. 

Villagomez, who asked the artists to 

submit work that would be educa-

tional as well as artistic. He suggested, 

as a possibility, scenes of traditional 

village life that showed the prepara-

tion and use of local medicines. 

The artists are currently preparing 

sketches that will be reviewed by an 

;ndependent selection committee. The 

committee is expected to select one or 

more of the artists for the commission 

by the end of June. 

FINA'TINAS MARIANAS 

Children's Summer Art Classes Offered Through YMCA 

Children on Saipan will have an-op-

portunity  to develop their artistic 

skills this summer through a cooper-

ative program that is being sponsored 

by the Arts Council and the YMCA. 

Olinka Cabrerra, Arts Council Work-

shop  Coordinator,  says  that  the 

Council will offer four children's art 

workshops as part of the YMCA's 

summer program. The art classes will 

be offered weekday afternoons from 

1:00 to 4:00 for 6 weeks beginning 

June 30th. 

Although the schedule has not been 

finalized, the  children's workshops 

planned for this summer are: 

• Basic Drawing 

• Beginning Watercolor 

• Handicrafts 

Children can register now at the Y 

Center in Garapan (tel. 234-7883). 

Registration is still open for the fol-

lowing three community arts work-

shops for adults which are just getting 

underway now: 

• Pandanus Weaving 
• Coconut Frond Weaving 

• Basic Guitar 

For more information on these con-

tact  Olinka  Cabrera  at the  Arts 

Council (322-9982) 

Commonwealth Council for Arts and Culture 
P.O. Box 553 C.H.R.B. 
Saipan, Mariana Islands 96950 
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DANCERS AND DATSUNS: The Aire Mua Dancefs were one of several groups to perform 
at November's auto show at Mt. Carmel field. 

R ARTISTS: LAST CHANCE FOR WORKSHOP 
In the last issue of this newsletter 
we announced plans to offer a 

special professional development 

workshop for local artists.  The 
workshop entitled 'The Artist in 

Business" is designed to help 
artists market their work and in-
crease their profits. 

We have been asking interested 

artists to sign up now, so we can we 
if there is enough local interest to 
enable us to oresent the workshop. 

So far, however, we haven 't had a 
sufficient number of artists come 
by. We are extending the deadline 
now until the end of February with 

hope that w e can reach our re-
quired numbers. 

Enclosed in this issue is a registra-

tion form for the workshop.  If 
you're interested, please fill it out 

and return it to our office as soon 
as possible. 

CNMI/ Japan 
arts exchange 
rescheduled 
A planned cultural exchange between 

the CNMI and Japan—originally set 
for last October and later postponed 

—has now been rescheduled, accord-
ing to Yasuo Yoshida, president of 
the Japan-Northern Marianas Asso-
ciation. 

Yoshida announced, in early Jan-
uary, that about 30 members of the 

International Modern Artists Associa -

tion of Japan are now scheduled to 
exhibit their work and present art 
demonstration on Saipan in Sept-
ember.  As part of the exchange, 
Yoshida said, the Japanese artists 
group will sponsor, a May exhibition 

in Tokyo of the artwork of talented 
CNMI students. 

The Arts Council, co-sponsor of the 

cultural exchange, is currently con-

ducting a contest to select 50 pieces 
of student art for the exhibit in 

Japan. The contest is being under-
taken in cooperation with the CNMI 
schools,  and students can submit 

work either through their school or 
directly to the Arts Council office. 

The deadline for submissions—which 
can be paintings, drawings, or any 
two dimensional medium—is Feb-
ruary 28. 

CONTINUED PAGE 7 
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CONVENT/ON CENTER AFTER KIM: Typhoon rains left the exhibition nd/I under a tu( 
of water and brought down a large portion of the ceiling. 

Storm damages gallery 
Editor's note: Local residents cer-

tainly need no reminder -  but for 

the  information  of our distant 
readers, on December 2nd Typhoon 

Kim blasted Saipan with winds of 

almost 200 mph. The storm, which 
the weather service labeled a "super-

typhoon", leveled hundreds of build-
ings and left the island without 

power and other essential services for 
weeks.  Things were just starting to 
get back to normal at our press time 
in mid-Janua,y. 

The CNMI Convention Center, which 

houses the Arts Council offices as 
well as the Council's gallery, sustain-

ed  sizable  damage  during  last 
month's typhoon. 

Most of the damage was to the build-

ing's interior -  caused by the heavy, 
wind-blown rains.  Leaking water 
destroyed the ceiling of the main 
conference room and flooded the 

facility, which also serves as a public 

art gallery. There was no work on 
display in the gallery at the time of 

the storm, however. 

The Arts Council offices, which are 
adjacent to the main gallery area, 
received only minor water damage. 

The Army Corps of Engineers survey-
ed the damge to the Convention 

Center and other public buildings 
after the storm and estimated the 
loss to the Center at about $10,000. 
Although the Council offices are 

back in full operation, it is expected 
that the gallery facility will be out of 
service for another several months. 

D TYPHOON RELIEF 
AVAILABLE 

Artists and performers who suffer-

ed damage to their artwork, mate-

rials, or equipment during Typhoon 
Kim can make a claim for their 
loss through the Federal Emergency 
Management  Agency  (FEMA). 

FEMA has requested that artists 
file their claims through the Arts 

Council which will be representing 
the all local artists in this matter. 

Those wishing to report damage 
should contact the Council as soon 
as possible. 

PAGE 2 
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Maria F. 

Villa gom ez 
1955-1987 

This issue of Finatinas Marianas is 
dedicated to the memory of Arts 

Council office secretary Maria F. 
Villagomez, who passed away on 
January 8 after a 15-month battle 
with cancer. She was 32 years old. 

Maria first joined the Council staff in 
April 1982 and continued to be a 
vital part of the office until being 
hospitalized just 2 months before 
her death.  We at the Council will 

always  remember  Maria for her 
gentle voice and generous smile. 
She was loved and admired by all-
who knew her. 

Boston Chamber Concert: Sellout crowd 
Over 450 people crowded into the 

ballroom of Saipan's new Diamond 

Hotel December 1 to see the Boston 

Chamber Music Society in concert. 
"Without a doubt it was the best at-
tended event we've had", said Joann 

Sweet, president of the Northern 

Marianas Music Society (NMMS), one 
of the concert's organizers. 

Sweet described the event as "tho-
roughly successful. .  .  .the right 
combination of good music, a good 
place, and tremendous community 

support." The NMMS president con-
fessed that she was surprised so many 

people on Saipan were interested in 
classical music. 

It was not only the size of the turn-

out that pleased the local music 
society but also the composition of 
the audience.  "The concert drew 

people from all segments of the 

community," said Sweet. 

The Boston Chamber's Saipan con-

cert was co-sponsored by the Arts 

Council as part of its touring arts 

program. Council director Ana Tere-
geyo praised the efforts of NMMS in 
organizing the concert. "We really 

welcome their support in bringing 
these touring groups to Saipan. 

They put alot of energy into finding 

local sponsors and promoting ticket 
sales," she said. 

The Boston Chamber's Saipan per-

formance was part of the group's 
Pacific tour, which was funded by 
the Consortium of Pacific Arts and 
Culture (CPAC) through a grant from 
the National Endowment for the 
Arts (NEA). While CPAC helps bring 
touring groups here, the Arts Council 
and other local sponsors are respon-
sible for covering artist fees and 

other  concert  expenses  through 

ticket sales and private contribution. 

Teregeyo said that in addition to 

meeting all expenses the success of 
local  fundraising efforts for the 

Boston Chamber concert also pro-

vided endowments of $500 each for 
the NMMS and to the CNMI Cultural 
Facility Foundation.  The Founda-

tion is coordinating efforts to build a 

performing arts enter on Saipan. 

The NMMS will use the funds raised 
to  help  bring  more  performing 
groups to the CNMI, explained the 

group's president.  She said that 
without the help of the business 
community, presenting international 

performing groups here would be un-
affordable. Local businesses contri-

buted a total of over $1 ,000 for last 
month's concert. 

SEE PAGE 6 

FOR LIST OF 
CONCERT DONORS 
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ill Dancer,musician visit CNMI schools 
A folk singer from New Hampshire and a modern dancer from Colorado 

began working with students in the CNMI schools this month as part of 
the commonwealth's Arts-in-Education residency program. 

Musician and singer Purley Gates is currently at Tanapag school, where 

she is sharing her skills in singing, song writing, and instrument building. 
As part of her 10-week residency she will spend a month on Rota, work-
rig in both the elementary and high schools. 

Dancer and choreographer Polly Motley is currently based at the San 

Antonio School.  Included in her schedule are a two-week stay at the 

Tinian School in February and a dance workshop offered at Northern 

Marianas College beginning in late February. During her 14-week resi-

dency, Polly will fOCUS on creative movement with body and voice. 

The Arts -iri -Educat ion program, which brings professional artists into the 
schools to work with students and teachers, is administered locally by 

the Arts Council under a grant from the National Endowment for the 

Arts.  The CNMI Department of Education co-sponsors the school 
residencies. 

fl Local weaver teaches mat-making 
Weaver Esther Aldan is working at the Tanapag School this year under 

the Council's Folk Arts Program. Esther, who is from Tanapag Village, 

has been teaching traditional pandanus mat weaving to 3rd through 7th 

graders. The younger students (1st and 2nd graders) have been learning 
to weave mats using paper strips instead of pandanus. 

This is the first time that Esther has taught in the schools, although she 

has in the past been a community arts workshop instructor. Esther says 

she wants to get the children involved in the entire weaving process. 
The artist plans to take the students to her farm next month to learn 

how to harvest pandanus and prepare the stalks for weaving. 

UPPER  RIGHT: Musician-/n-residence 
Purley Gates playing a tune on her banjo. 

UPPER LEFT: Students making music 
with Purley Gates at Tan ag School. 

LOWER RIGHT: Dancer Polly Motley, 
who Is beginning her AlE residency at 
San Antonio School. 

LOWER LEFT: Folk artist Esther Alden 
weaving pandanus mats with Tenepag 
seventh graders. 
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Gre 

ARTS-IN-EDUCATION SCHEDULE 

POLLY MOTLEY/DANCE RESIDENCY 

January 15 -  February 13: San Antonio School 

February 17 -  March 6: Garapan School 

March 9 -  20: Tinian School 

March 23 -  April 7: Hopwood Jr. High 

February 26 -  April 8: Northern Marianas College (evening) 

PURLEY GATES/MUSIC RESIDENCY 

January 15-20: Tanapag School 

January 21 -  30: G. T. Cam acho School 

February 2 -  27: Rota Schools 

March 2 —11: Spec. Ed. (San Vicente and W. S. Reyes Schools) 

SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE 

Scholarships to assist students who 

are pursuing studies in music at 
Northern  Marianas  College  are 
being offered by the Northern 

Marianas Music Society. Interested 

students can apply at any time by 
contacting the counselling office at 
the college. 

CHAIRMAN RE-ELECTED 

In  a special  run-off  election, 

Historic Preservation Officer Jess 
Pangelinan was elected to his fourth 

term as Chair of the Arts Council 

board of directors. Dimas Hocog of 
Rota was re-elected Vice-Chair, and 

gorio M. Quitugua was installed as 

a new board member representing 
Saipan . 

HODSOLL TO VISIT SAIPAN 

Frank Hodsoll, Chairman of the 

National Endowment for the Arts 
(NEA), will be coming to Saipan 

for a one-day visit in early March. 
This will be the first trip to the 
CNMI by the head of the nation's 

leading arts agency. NEA provides 
financial support to artists and arts 
organizations throughout the U.S. 

and its jurisdictions. The Common-
wealth Arts Council receives the 
buIlk of its funding from NEA, 

MCKENZIE JOINS STAFF 

Sandy McKenzie has joined the 

Arts Council staff as Assistant Ex-
ecutive Director. Prior to coming 

to the Council Sandy worked for 

five years as Arts Coordinator for 

DOE. She also served on the Arts 
Council board of directors for sev-

eral years. Among the responsibil-
ities of the new Assistant E.D. will 

be the supervision of the Council's 

community arts programs, includ-
ing the Arts-in -Education and Folk 
Arts programs. 
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Off-Island 
Opportunities 

The Arts Council regularly receives, 

from arts organizations throughout 

the Pacific region and the U.S. 

mainland, announcements of op-

portunities for artists and students 

to pursue art studies, to receive 
special grants, and to participate in 

contests and exhibitions.  We can 

list here only general information 

on each and encourage those in-

terested to contact the Arts Council 

for more details. 

National Music Camp. This sum-

mer will be the 60th season for the 

National Music Camp at Interlo-

chen,  Michigan.  Children and 

youth -  ages eight through college 

-  can study not only music but 
dance, drama, and the visual arts as 

well. Classes are June 21 to August 
17. Financial aid is available. 

Metro-Art Competition. Metro-Art 
Inc. of New York is sponsoring an 

all media art competition.  All 

artists are invited to submit slides 

of their work for consideration. 

Selected artists will receive cash 
prizes and have their work display-

ed at major gallery.  Deadline: 

April 2, 1987. 

Kennedy Center Fellowships. Sum-

mer fellowships are available for 

teachers of music, theater, dance, 

film, creative writing and the visual 

arts to participate in a cultural ex-

change program.  This year's reci-

pients will travel to Australia. Dead-

line: February 1, 1987. 

Hook Scholarship Fund. Art study 

scholarships are available ''to en-

courage young talented artists" 

Students grade 1 through college 

are eligible.  Awards are made on 

the basis of an art contest. Dead. 

line for submissions: March 2, 
1987. 

Arts workshops announced 
Classes in ceramics, weaving, and woodcarving are among the 24 community art, 

workshops listed in the Arts Council's 1987 workshop schedule announced in 

early January. In addition to the regular adult workshops, there are also several 

offerings for children and young adults included. 

The program will get underway on January 31 with the start up of workshops in 

Carolinian Beadwork and Handicrafts for Children. In February, workshops in 

Coconut Frond Weaving and in Watercolor Painting for Children will begin. 

Then in March, there will be Watercolor for Adults and Paper Mar-he for 
Children. 

Those interested in participating in any of these workshops can reserve a spot by 
contacting workshop coordinator Olinka Cabrera at the Arts Counci'l's Conven-
tion Center office (tel: 322-9982/83). 

Workshops are scheduled to meet two hours a week for eight weeks. Most will 

meet Saturdays at the Carolinian Utt in Garapan. There will be a small registra-

tion fee, generally $5-15, for each workshop, to cover needed materials and 
supplies. 

1987 WORKSHOPS AND STARTING DATES 

January 31: 
• Handicrafts for Children 
• Carolinian Glass Bead Work 
February 2'1: 
• Coconut Frond Weaving 

• Water Color Painting for Children 
March 14: 
• Water Color Painting for Adults 
• Paper Mache for Children 
April 11: 
• Pandanus Weaving 
• Handicrafts for Children 
May 16: 
• Ceramics for Young Adults 
• Ceramics for Adults 
June 27: 

• Loom Weaving for Adults 

• Embroidery for Young Adults 
July 25: 
• Drawing for Young Adults 
• Pandanus Weaving 
August 22: 
• Macrame for Adults 
• Wood Carving 
• Coconut Frond Weaving 
October 17: 
• Ceramics for Young Adults 
• Ceramics for Adults 
November 14: 
• Christmas Crafts for Young Adults 
• Crocheting for Young Adults 
• ChristmG's Weaving for Young Adults 
• Christmas Carols for Young Adults 

BUSINESSES CO-SPONSOR CONCERT 

The Arts Council and the Northern 

Marianas Music Society would like 

to  thank  the  following  local 

businesses for their genereous con-

tributions,  which  helped make 

possible the recent concert on 

Saipan by the Boston Chamber 
music group: 

-  Mobil Oil Micronesia, Inc. 

—J. C. Tenorio Ent. 

-  Bank of Guam -  Saipan Branch 

-  Lyonnaise Marianas America 

-  J. Lee Enterprises, Inc. (dba Gold 
Mart) 

-  Marianas Electronics & Computers 

-  Marianas Visitors Bureau 

-  Summer Holiday Hotel 

-  Saipan Shipping Company, Inc. 
-  Air Micronesia, Inc. 

-  Microl Corporation 

-  Micronesian Sales Co. (Saipan) 

-  Diamond Hotel 

-  Toyota Rent-A-Car 

-  KCNM Radio 

-  Millard Family Foundation 
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"THE LAST RUINS"; Painting by Noel Quitugua was one of seven selected for the new 

hospital. (See story on this page.) 

E]Saipan banks host 
displays of local art 

"Our identity as a people and as a 

Commonwealth is expressed through 
our arts and culture," Governor 
Pedro P. Tenorio proclaimed as he 

designated  last  November  16-22 

"Northern Marianas Arts Week". 

In celebration of that event, the 
work of over 25 local artists was 
featured in an island-wide art ex-

hibition. The artwork was displayed 
in bank lobbies throughout Saipan. 
Banks participating in the Arts Week 
Exhibition were: Bank of Guam, 

California  First  Bank,  Bank  of 
Saipan, Marine Merchant Bank, and 
First Savings and Loan of America. 

First Savings and  Loan manager 

Eddie Palacios said that the artwork 
was a very popular addition to his 

lobby area. The managers of other 

banks agreed, said Emi Palican, co-

ordinator of Arts Week activities for 

the Arts Council.  At their request 
the exhibits were extended an extra 

week, she said. 

The Council also celebrated Arts 

Week at the Saipan Senior Center in 

Susupe, with daily presentations of 
video tape highlights from the 4th 

Pacific Arts Festival in Tahiti. 

Senior Center staff member Ben 
Taitano commented that the center 
participants were excited about see-
ing some of the culture of the other 

islands. "They've never seen alot of 
the dances before," he explained. 
"They really loved it!" 

D ARTS EXCHANGE 
FROM PAGE 1. 

Three of the student-artists whose 
work is selected will accompany the 

exhibit to Japan as guests of the 

Japanese artists, said Sandy McKen-
zie, who is coordinating the project 

for the Arts Council. One student 
each will be selected from Saipan, 

Tinian, and  Rota, McKenzie ex-
plained. 

ARTISTS NEEDED 

Traditional craftspeople, musicians, 
and dancers who are interested in 

working with students in the CNM! 
schools should contact the Arts 
Council as soon as possible. There 
are still a few openings for artists in 

this year's Folk Arts School residen-
cy program. 

TUSCON GROUP TO PERFORM 

The Arts Council and the Northern 

Marianas Music s i ty have just an-
nounced plan  g the Tuscon 

Boys Choir  aipan for a public 

con  te March.  Look for 

notic  I the local media in the 
coming weeks for more information 
about the concert. 

ART FESTIVAL SET 

The sixth annual Flame Tree Arts 
Festival will take place May 23rd at 
Civic Center Park.  The Saipan 
festival will again feature both visual 
and performing artists.  To be in-

cluded in the program, artists should 

contact Arts Council festival co-
ordinator Emi Palican before the end 
of April. 

HOSPITAL ART CHOSEN 

The Health Center Art Committee 

announced last month the selection 
of seven paintings by CNMI artists 
to be purchased as part of effort to 
acquire local artwork for public areas 

within the new hospital complex. 

• Euseblo  Chargulaf.  "Saipan-
Sunset and "Dan Dan View" 

• Doug Rankin. "Night Sailing" 
and "Fish" 

• Noel Quitugua. "The Last Ruins" 
• Charlotte Downs. "Stick Dancers" 
and "Monuments" 

The committee also selected several 

prints by local photographer George 

Figdor,  The artwork was chosen 
from among pieces submitted to the 

committee during an open competi-
tion held alst October. 
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Arts Council 
to produce 
design video 

The Arts Council and the Coastal 
Resources  Management  Office 

(CRM) are cooperating on a video 
production dealing with planning, 

zoning, and community design. The 
video will be used in public informa-

tion efforts to increase awareness of 
the importance of land use planning 

in maintaining the visual attractive-
ness of the commonwealth. 

The video project is being under-

taken as part of a design arts grant 

received by the Arts Council from 
the National. Endowment for the 
Arts (NEA). The design grant, which 
represents the first such program to 

be funded in the CNMI, will support 
the development of a design plan for 
the island of Saipan. 

CRM, which has been closely in-
volved in the local land use planning 

process, is collaborating with Arts 

Council on the design initiative and is 
providing funds for the current video 
production. CRM's Bruce Lloyd, co-

ordinator of the video project, ex-
pects the production to be com-
pleted by early March.  The video 

will then be shown to community 

groups and broadcast as a public 

"vice program on local television. 

MINI— WEA VINGS: These are among the Chrlstma ornaments made by local artists. 

ElWashington tree 
features CNMI crafts 

Perhaps the largest of the 35 pieces 
of CNMI art shown this past holiday 

season in Washington, D.C. was a 

pandanus basket four inces tall! The 

basket and other miniature artwork 
was created by four local artists and 

students from two CNMI schools to 
decorate  the  commonwealth's 
Christmas tree, which was displayed 

on the White House lawn, along with 

the trees of other U.S. states and 
jurisdictions. 

Contributing handcrafted ornaments 
for the CNMI tree were Saipan crafts-
persons  Margarita  Sarapao, Esther 
Aldan, Maria Seman, and Olinka 
Cabrera. Students from Garapan and 
Rota elementary schools also created 

ornaments for the tree. 

Although the CNMI has participated 

in the annual National Christmas 

Tree Pageant in the past, this was the 
first time that the commonwealth's 
tree was decorated with locally craft-
ed ornaments.  The production of 
the handmade ornaments was co-

ordinated by the Arts Council in 

cooperation with the office of the 
CNMI Washington Representative. 

"We in the Northern Marianas can be 

proud of the tree and the excellent 

work done on the special orna-

ments," said Resident Representa-
tive Froilan Tenorio in,a statement 

from his Washi'. :rt fice. Tenorio 
added that  a  visitors"h 4.s 
the tree an# earned str hin ..ut 

the art of t e Northeri rianas.  -  , 

Commonwealth Council for Arts and Culture 
P.O. Box 553 C.H.R.B. 
Saipan, Mariana Islands 96950 
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