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'c:ukn]iudI Thstury ol ie Nn'ihnrn Marierias 

1,500 First settlers, possibly speaking a Malayo-Polyne-
sian language, reach the Marianas. 

:5  Houses resting on latte stones are first constructed. 
First Europeans, Magellan and his crews, sight the 
islands. 

5 Admiral Miguel de Legaspi lands on Guam and 
claims the Marianas for Spain. 
Spanish ship "Concepcion" is ship-wrecked 
iear Tinian. The survivors are well treated by 
he Chamorros. 

ather Diego Luis de Sanvitores and some of his 
esuit priests come to Tinian and Saipan to 
ettle arguments between Chamorro factions. 
'onversion to Christianity begins. 
i Jose Quiroga, Spanish governor of Guam, 
efeats the people of Tinian. The survivors flee 
Aguijan; in 1695 they are taken to Guam. 

Chamorros of Saipan and the northern islands 
re moved by the Spanish authorities to Guam 
nd settled there in villages. 
epidemic kills many Chamorros on Guam, 
especially children. 

:0  First census on Guam; 3,672 Chamorros are 
counted. 
n English Captain George Anson and his crew 
arids on Tinian and finds a handful of Cha-
morros. In a book published in London in 
748 he describes for the first times the latte 
tones which we now call the House of Taga. 

"9 An epidemic on Guam kills many Chamorros, 
especially young people. 

99  A census reveals that 1,639 Chamorros and 
1,825 mestizos (those of mixed blood) live in 
he Marianas. 
'n first Carolinians are allowed to settle on 
aipan. Some Chamorro families from Guam 
lso return later. More immigrants to the 
Jorthern Marianas throughout the century. 

fotal population in the Marianas, including 
Guam, is 9,065. Mestizos are no longer listed 
separately. 

6 A smallpox epidemic kills about 3,500 people on 
Guam. 

1899  Germany purchases the Northern Mariana Islands 
from Spain. 

1914  The Japanese occupy the islands. 

A Chronology of Developments Around the Word 

1898 -  From February 15 to December 10 the Spanish-
American War is fought. The United States acquires 
Puerto Rico, Guam and the Philippine Islands for 
$20 million. Cuba becomes independent. 

1898 -  The United States annexes the Hawaiian Islands 
and a part of the island of Samoa (American 

Samoa). 
1898 -  Phonographs or "gramophones", the forerunner of 

the modern record player, are popular in the 
United States and in Western Europe. The first 
alternating current transmission line for carrying 

electric power is put into service between Santa 
Ana and Los Angeles, California. 

1899 -  Germany takes over the Northern Mariana, Caro-
line and Palau Islands. 

1899 -  Groups  in the Philippines revolt against the 
American administration. The war ends in 1901 
when a civilian government is established. 

1899  The Italian Guglielmo Marconi sends the first radio 
message across the Channel from England to 
France. 

1899 -  The first international Peace Conference is held in 
The Hague, Netherlands. 

1899 -  The Anglo-Boer War breaks out in South Africa 
between Great Britain and Dutch settlers. It lasts 
until 1902. 

1900 -  In China, during the "Boxer" rebellion, bands of 
men belonging to secret societies murder Christians 
and foreigners. 

1901 -  President McKinley is assassinated and Theodore 
Roosevelt becomes President of the United States. 

1903 -  The Wright brothers, Orville and Wilbur, achieve 
the world's longest lasting airplane ride (59 

seconds). 
1904 -  War breaks out between Russia and Japan. In 1905 

a peace treaty is negotiated. 
1907 -  The second international peace conference meets 

in The Hague, Netherlands. 
1910 -  Japan annexes Korea. 

1911 -  Revolution in China. The emperor is replaced by 
a republic. 

1912 -  The first Balkan war:Bulgaria, Montenegro, Greece 
and Serbia fight against Turkey. 

1913 -  The second Balkan war: Bulgaria fights against 
Rumania, Serbia, Greece and Turkey. 

1914 -  World War I begins. Austria, Germany and Turkey 
fight against France, England, Russia, Italy, Japan 
and the United States (in 1917). The war is pre-
cipitated by the assassination of Francis Ferdinand, 
heir to the Austrian throne, in Sarajewo, Serbia. 
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A Personal Note 

It has been particularly gratifying to be able to prepare this guide and the accompanying exhibit, 
because many of the developments during the "German period" have become obscured by the passage 
of time and the propaganda of two world wars. More written information was available on the daily 
life of the Chamorros, and not as much on the Carolinians. Unfortunately, almost all residents who 
would have remembered these early days have passed away and not much oral history could be collected. 
Social studies teachers in the Northern Marianas have been hampered by the lack of reliable instruc-
tional materials dealing with this era during which many consequential changes took place. All of the 
data collected for this exhibit will be made available to the Social Studies Project of the Department 
of Education and utilized in the writing of a definitive history text. 
Elfriede W. Craddock, Exhibition Coordinator and Catalogue Writer 
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cial docu ment to lurn ovei the ad rnu  list[  dLlufl 
the Mariana Islands (except Guam) and the 
oline Islands to Germany. The purchase price 
25 million pesetas or 16.7 million Marks. The 

equivalent in American money at that time was 

$4.2 million dollars. 
The United States had acquired Guam at the 

Georg Fritz, District officer at Saipan, 1899-7907 
(Deutsche Kolonia/zeitung) 

e Spanish-American War in 1898. 
to be used as a coaling station to 

supply U.S. steamships. Some Americans had 
hoped to annex all of the Mariana Islands, but 
President  McKinley's  administration felt that 
Spain's asking price was too high. Also, the islands 
were not considered to be essential to U.S. security 
and Germany was not viewed as a threat. 

German Imperial Governor's First Inspection Trip 

Late in 1899 Governor Rudolf von Bennigsen, 
permanently stationed in Herbertshoehe, New 
Guinea, undertook a tour of the newly acquired 
island territory. After stops in Ponape, Truk, Palau 
and Yap, the first Northern Marianas Island sighted 
was Rota. The Governor noted that there was no 
harbor, and the German warship "Jaguar" had to 
anchor to the west of the island. An attempt to 
land with small boats was unsuccessful. Apparently 
the people of Rota used flat canoes to pass over 
the fringing reef surrounding the island, sometimes 
even pushing the boats over the coral outcroppings. 

In Saipan the ship also had to anchor outside the 
reef as the lagoon was not deep enough. On 
November 17, Bennigsen and District Administrator 
Georg Fritz witnessed the lowering of the Spanish 
flag and the raising of the German imperial flag. 
The departing Spanish governor, Don Eugenio 
Blanco, briefed the two German officials and told 
them that about 1600 persons, about one half of 
them Chamorro and the other half Carolinian, 
lived on Saipan. About 400 Chamorros resided on 
Rota and perhaps two dozen Carolinians on Tinian. 
In Saipan were two villages, Garapan and Tanapag, 
each with a church and a mission of the Spanish 
Augustinian Recollects. 

German and Spanish officials present at flag ceremony (RA H) 
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The governor observed that most of the land was 
uncultivated, even though there were a few coconut 
palms, breadfruit and orange trees visible. On Tinian 
were about 1,000 head of wild cattle, along with 
pigs, goats, dogs and chickens. There were also 
neglected stands of papaya and guava trees. 
Bennigsen was impressed with the latte stone 

on Tintjn. He said that dye of the ten 

1 ''7  IP  /? 

First German District Administrator Appointed 

On November 17, 1899, Georg Fritz arrived in 
Saipan with the Imperial Governor Rudolf von 
Bennigsen on the first government inspection trip 
and he remained as the first district administrator. 
Fritz was born in 1865 in Alzen, Rheinhess, and 
had started his career in Germany as a forestry 
intern. He later went to Argentina and Paragua 
as a colonist, where he learned Spanish. Returnir 
to Germany in 1894 he worked in the financ 
department of the state of Hesse. In Saipan he 
went to work vigorously to build a residence for 
himself, which included offices. He had the first 
public school building erected and served as a 
German teacher.  He organized the first land 
registration system and homesteading program. 
lo set an example, he set up a research garden 

'1 './PflPt  de wn  flfl5y 

columns had fallen down and he noted that 'the 
cutting and removal and placing of these tali 
columns was without a doubt a gigantic under 
taking and how it could have been done by people 
with primitive tools is a puzzle which will pro 
bably never be solved" 

seeds obtained from the Botanical Center in B 
Several hundred coffee, cacao and fruit trees we 
also planted. Quite a few acres were devoted 
corn and sweet potatoes to be used as feed for ti 
cattle which he brought over from Tinian. Unfc 
tunately, most of the cows on Saipan died fro' 
diseases carried by the Texas tick. Also, five de 
were h'. .... . ...... p  .  .  ', ' 

)ii :  . .  '.t_  ...... 

the islands. He also wrote a German/Chamorro at 
a German/Carolinian dictionary and grammar 
be used in the schools. 

In 1908, after his residence had been destroy' 
by a typhoon, he was transferred to Ponape and 
1910 to Yap. In 1911 he retir  ,  urn 
service nres1jrnahy to Germany. 



Carolinian men and women in Tamuning, Guam in 1900 who were later moved to Saipan (MARC) 

Government Organization 

To ensure law and order a series of memoranda 
and regulations were issued by the district adminis-
trator, which  were then  explained in village 
meetings. 

Prior to 1907 the administration of the Marianas 
was directly under the authority of the Imperial 
Governor of the German Protectorate of New 
Guinea. He in turn reported to the German Foreign 
Office in Berlin. After 1907, the Marianas became 
a substation under Yap. The administrator was 
assisted by a German judge, a police chief, a male 
secretary and later a teacher and a doctor. At no 
time were there more than 7 German officials on 
Saipan. Each village had a native mayor appointed 
to serve for two years. He was responsible for 
keeping records on population, births and deaths. 
He had to write annual reports covering general 
health conditions,  public works projects and 
important events. A quarterly report on taxes and 
fines collected had to be submitted. Each mayor 
had Chamorro and Carolinian assistants. 

The  administration maintained a permanent 
police force made up of Chamorro and Carolinian 
18-year olds, with semi-annual replacements. Each 
recruit had to serve for one year. Training took 

place every morning from 6 to 8 a.m. and included 
physical exercises, shooting, rowingand firefighting. 
The four officers were each paid 6 Marks a months, 
and the 25 regulars 4 Marks each. 

A young Chamorro policeman in 1908 

(Deutsche Ko/onia/zeitung) 
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Natives needed special permits, which were diffi-
cult to obtain, to purchase liquor. Violations of this 
order carried a fine of 100 Marks. A fine of 50 
Marks was imposed for setting unauthorized brush 
fires. Each landowner had to rem ove weeds under 
coconut trees twice a year or pay a fine. 

In a typicaj year, 1905, 39 sentences were 
passed down by the judge. One man was given a 
sentence of six to twelve months in jail, eight 
received less than six months and the remainder 
were fined various amounts. The jailed men had to 
work on road projects or plant coconut trees with-
out pay. 

The administration announced that written con-
tracts had to be drawn up for any transaction 
involving more than 500 Marks, and that oral 
agreements would no longer be valid. 

Population Figures 

A population count taken in 1912 showed the 
following breakdown: 

Saipan 
Tinian 
Rota 
Alamagan 
Pagan 
Agrihan 

Chamorro  Carolinian  Foreigners  Total 

1,254  1,211  35  2,500 
12  15 -  27 
465 -  4  469 
8  14 -  22 
1  95  96 
1  18  19 

Total  1,741  1,353  39 -  3,133 

Judging from an earlier census taken in 1902 (see 
figures below) there was a significant increase in 
population in ten years. This was due in part to the 
continuing immigration of Chamorros from Guam 
and of Carolinians from various islands. Also, there 
had been an upswing in the population because of a 
decline in the infant mortality rate. 

Saipan 
Garapan 
Tanapag 

Tinian 
Rota 
Sarigan 
Alamagan 
Pagan 
Agrihan 

Chamorro  Carolinian  Foreigners  Total 

891 
76 
36 
440 
7 
6 
35 
14 

524 
97 
59 
49 
1 
2 

102 
18 

42  1,457 
1  174 

-  95 
1  490 

-  8 
-  8 

-  137 
32 

Total  1,505  852  44  2,401 

It is instructive to compare the above figures to 
those of 1900 and 1901. 

1900 
1901 

1,302  700 
1,330  772 

36  2,038 
30  2.132 

The Northern Marianas Resettled  with ('haniorros 
and Carolinians 

As the census of 191 
an increase of about 1,195 persons since 1900. Mo 
of it was on Saipan, where 2,500 people resided 
compared to about 1,600 in 1902. The Carolinia 
population had almost doubled, from 700 
to 1,353 in 1912. 

Reportedly very few individuals lived or 
after 1698, when the Spanish Adminisiratrur 
moved most of the Chamorros to Guam. But n 
1816 the Spanish governor allowed about 200 
Carolinians to stay on Saipan after a typhoon 
devastated their home islands of Elato, Lamotrek 
Satawal and Woleai. As part of this agreement 
they promised the Spanish authorities to transpor 
meat from Tinian to Guam on their swift sailin': 
canoes. These Carolinians established the village o 
Garapan on Saipan. 
In 1865 about 1,000 Carolinians were settled Oi 

Saipan, Pagan and Guam as copra workers. Th 
Guam colony was moved to Saipan in 190 
as the authorities found their scanty clothin 
objectionable. In 1869 about 250 Carolinians fror 
Namonuito were brought to Tinian to work a 
laborers. Twenty years later they moved to Sa 
and founded the village of Tanapag. 
In the meantime many Chamorro families 

moved back to Saipan from Guam. By 1900 abo 
1,300 Chamorros lived in the Northern Mariana 
as compared to 700 Carolinians. The Chamorro 
who returned to Saipan were quite different fron 
the Chamorros who had left the island almost tw: 
hundred years earlier. They had given up most o 
their old customs and had become devout Catholics 
There had been much intermarriage with Spaniards 
Mexicans and Filipinos. Theirculture now containe 
Spanish traits and their language many Spanis 
words. Most of them had Christian first names ann 
Spanish family names. Nearly everyone spoke 
Spanish, and many of them had learned how to 
read and write in mission schools. 
By 1912 1,741 Chamorros lived in the Northern 

Marianas. No one knows whether the increase 
since 1900 was wholly due to immigration from 
Guam or partly attributable to improved health 
conditions.  The German  administration  made 
efforts to attract Chamorros to Saipan. They 
offered free land and passage in exchange for a 
promise that the new settlers would grow coconut 
trees. 

More CaroHnian3, came in 1907 when a German 
ship brought about 300 people from the island of 
Woleai, which had been devastated by a typhoon. 
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)0 Carolinians from the Mortlock atolls, Satawal 
d Lossap were given homesteads in the vicinity 
Puerto Rico and in Chalan Laulau. Most Caro-
ians were not yet Christians and still followed 
eir ancient island customs, similar to those the 
amorros had followed before the 17th century. 

"li e  Copra Trade 

e German administration began the planned 
Jction of copra. It is estimated that between 

(J0 and 1913 at least 50,00 coconut trees were 
nted.  Chamorro families from Guam were 
vited to settle on Saipan and provided with free 
ssage and at least 21/2  acres of land on the con-
on that they would raise coconuts. Instruction 
s given in how to choose good seedlings, dig 
equate holes, allow enough space between the 
es and do regular weeding. The islands of Pagan, 
amagan and Agrihan were leased to the Pagan 
)mpany, which was owned by three Chamorros, 
r the purpose of copra production. Carolinians 
'ere brought to the Marianas to work on the 
onut plantations as laborers. Some also obtained 
iltural homesteads. 
pra, the dried meat of the mature coconut, 
n in great demand in Europe since the 

UU S. I ne  Oil extrec Hu  U urn  L 
cooking and later in the manufacture of cooking 
fat, soap and candles. German companies had 
become active in the copra trade in Samoa, the 
Marshalls and the Carolines. In 1885 Germany 
took over the Marshall islands and the three largest 
trading companies, Adolf Capelle, Godeffrey and 
Sons from Hamburg and Hernsheim, merged to 
form the well-known Jaluit Company. 

The Spanish administration in the Marianas had 
placed no emphasis on coconut planting. The trees 
were only grown to satisfy subsistence needs. 
Occassionally islanders used coconuts in barter 
with passing whaling ships. However, this soon 
changed after the Germans took over the adminis-
tration in the Northern Marianas. In 1901 almost 
400 tons of copra were exported to Japan, where 
coconut oil had come into use. The peak was 
reached in 1903, when 920 tons of copra were 
shipped out, most of it by the Japanese-owned 
Hiki trading firm on company-owned ships. A 
series of typhoons crippled the copra commerce. 
In 1904 many trees were destroyed on Pagan, 
Anatahan and Alamagan. In 1905 two typhoons 
hit Saipan. Another destructive typhoon struck in 
1907 and the copra export never reached its 
former levels. 

An advertisement in a German magazine 
promoting products made from copra: "Just 
as the palm tree reaches above the animals 
walking on earth, so the plant fat pa/min 
obtained from the coconut surpasses all 
animal fats with its purity and quality. 
Pa/min is especially suitable for cooking, 
roasting and baking" (Globus) 



Individual Land Ownership Recognized 

The German administration recognized private 
rights to land. Plots were surveyed and titles issued 
to individual owners, rather than clans or families. 
Since the raising of food crops and coconut trees 
was seen as most important, land was confiscated 
from those who did not keep a certain percentage 
of their acreage under cultivation. 
This policy resulted in several land problems, as 

the Spanish had granted titles for grazing rights on 
large parcels of land to about six Chamorro families. 
The Germans insisted on revoking these titles if 
the land was not fenced, the cattle not properly 
cared for or the land not cultivated. 

At about the same time, a homestead program 
for  newly arriving Chamorro and  Carolinian 
families was begun, who were assigned at least 2.4 
acres of land. Accurate land records were kept and 
any changes in ownership had to be registered with 
the authorities. 
Among the Carolinians,  land was inherited 

through the mother's family. The oldest woman 
member of the lineage was considered the legal 
owner and recorded as such. For those Carolinians 
who took advantage of the homesteading program, 
title was issued to the father. 
Non-islanders were not allowed to purchase land 

or to homestead. However, they could lease land 
for a stated purpose. The records show that in 
1911 a Mr. Juan Tejada was given a government 
lease for 120 acres for 99 years for the purpose of 
cultivating Manila hemp. The annual lease payment 
was to be 100 Marks for the first nine years, and 
thereafter  250  Marks.  Pagan,  Agrihan  and 
Alamagan were leased to the Pagan company of 
Saipan for 8,000 Marks per year. In 1912 a Herr 
Hugo von Alpen was given permission to lease 
about 70 acres of palm plantations in Kagman. 
Between 1904 and 1909 the island of Tinian was 
leased out to a Herr Lotze and Juan de los Reyes. 
A large number of German settlers never did 

arrive, perhaps because the government advised 
that a prospective settler should have a minimum 
of 5,000 Marks working capital to establish a small 
farm. 

Medical Care Introduced 

In 1900 the German government began immuni-
zing the population with smallpox vaccine, and 
everyone was protected from the disease which had 
probably claimed the most lives during the Spanish 
administration. Two medical doctors, permanently 
assigned to Yap and Ponape, would visit Saipan 
and Rota for a few months each year to treat 

various diseases. The most common seemed to b 
dysentery, yaws and "paralysis of the extremities 
In 1900 the Marianas had the services of do 
famous Dr. Robert Koch, the founder of ti 
science of bacteriology and head of the Institu 
for Infectious Diseases in Berlin. He explained tI' 
yaws was not leprosy nor was it a venerial disea 
By  preventing skin contact between infeci 
persons, the disease was finally controlled. At u 
same time local midwives were trained, whi 
reduced infant mortality. 
In 1905 a medical assistant was stationed u 

Saipan and in 1908 a German doctor came to 
permanently on Saipan. By that time a sma 
hospital had been constructed in Chalan Nuei 
and in 1905 good drinking water was brought 
Garapan by means of pipes connected to the we , 
"Samon" and "Agaton." It is perhaps because 
these medical and sanitary measures taken that t 
population for the first time showed an increas 
District Administrator Fritz repeatedly inform( 
the medical experts that something should be don 
about the fly problem in Garapan, ho 
known what measures were ever taken. 

Drinking tuba (MARC) 
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Administration Building in Garapan, Saipan. (DOE Archives) 

Construction Projects Initiated 

In 1900 a new administration building was com-
pleted. It was located on a site which is now behind 
the Garapan Catholic church. Offices were down-
stairs and the district administrator's residence 
was upstairs. The house was surrounded by a 
veranda,  resting  on  latte-like stone columns. 
Behind it was a kitchen, a bathhouse and servants' 
quarters. It was surrounded by a botanical garden 
scrossed by gravel paths and containing hun-
is of coffee, cacao and fruit trees and vege-
es. Later a two-room schoolhouse was built 
-e by. Near the beach two shelters, one for boats 
farm machinery and the other for storing the 
k n de equipment, were erected. 

hoons of 1905 damaged the administra-

tion building and in its place a school was erected. 
The district administrator's residence was moved to 
another location. 
By 1902 six miles of road, a little over 12 feet 

wide, had been completed along the west coast of 
Saipan from Tanapag to Garapan. Eventually it 
stretched to Laulau Bay on the east coast. The 
work was done by men who had to fulfill their 
annual tax requirement or by those who worked 
for pay. Prisoners also worked on construction 
projects, but without pay. 
In 1902 the church in Garapan was damaged by 

an earthquake and was subsequently repaired. On 
each side two small towers were added and the 
square windows were refurbished with arches. 
After the year 1907 a teacher's residence and a 

hospital were built. 

tholic Church in Garapan (MARC) 



The First Public School Established 

In 1901 the first government sponsored school 
was established on Saipan. Until 1905 when the 
first professional German teacher and his wife 
arrived, classes were conducted by the priests in 
Chamorro.  The  district administrator himself 
taught German to the more advanced students. 
There were also three Chamorro and three Caro-
linian teacher aides. Attendance for boys aged 
7 to 13 was compulsory; girls were given the 
choice to attend mission school instead. Subjects 
taught included German, arithmetic, geography, 
some science, health, the function of government 
and handicrafts. From 1902 on, with the help of 
a native violinist, the children also learned a great 
number of German folksongs. 
By 1907 a total of 245 children were enrolled; 

179 Chamorros and 74 Carolinians. In 1912 there 
were 385 pupils. 
District Administrator Georg Fritz published a 

rf4t oh1,j4i S1tli floll fl ten 

Gerrnan/Chamorro and a German/Carolinian di 
tionary and grammar to be used in the school. H 
also prepared a German reader "in short paragrap 
and dealing with information necessary and ml 
resting to island people and attractive to the young 
The school also published a small newspaper. 

Boys over 14 years of age were eligible 
attend the vocational school, also in Garapa' 
Training of importance to the island economy Wa: 
emphasized. Young men aged 17 to 25 had to d: 
practical  work or serve as assistants.  SomE 
exceptional students were sent to Germany. For' 
were sent to Yap, where the trans-Pacific cab 
station was located, to learn cable operation. 
Each year some were sent to Tsingtao, then a 
German colony in China, where they learner 
carpentry, blacksmithing and shoe making. 
In general, students were taught to work an 

study hard, to earn and save money, to atten 
school every day and tn expect to hold a regria 
jot. 

The Germcir Public School (Deutsche Ko/onialzeitung) 
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A German Steamer (MA RC) 

Ships Provide the Link to the Rest of the World 

A government steamship was designated to 
carry the mail to and from the Marianas. It came 
to Saipan six or seven times a year on its regular 
run between Hongkong, the Carolines, the Marshalls 
and Sydney, Australia. In Hongkong, connecting 
ships went more frequently to Naples and Genoa, 
Italy, and from there the mail was sent overland 
to Germany. It would take at least two months 
for a letter to reach Germany from the Marianas. 
A story is told of the Saipanese mailman who 

brought the outgoing mail by rowboat to the 
steamer anchored outside the reef. When the sea 
turned rough, he was unable to return to Saipan, 
r'j  had to continue on to Ponape with the ship. 
ally, two months later, he returned to Saipan 
the incoming mail. 
ravelers destined for Germany also had to go 
-longkong first. The journey from Saipan to 
oa cost 570 Marks for a third class ticket. The 
,land journey to Germany was an additional 

Besides the steamer, an average of 20 sailing 
vessels put into Saipan annually, most of them 
flying the Japanese flag. In 1900 three whalers 
from New Bedford made a stop. Schooners sailed 
from Saipan to Rota about four times a year. 
Occasionally a German warship would anchor out-
side the reef. 

Export and Import of Goods 

The chart below illustrates that there was a spurt 
in imports in 1905, most likely because of the food 
shortages caused by the typhoons. In the same year 
there was also a sharp decline in exports, mainly 
copra. 

Year 

1900 
1901 
1902 
1903 
1904 
1905 

Imports (Marks)  Export (Marks) 

58,153 
89,682 
57,787 
71,990 
119,770 
175,772 

76,400 
85,490 
175,676 
230,576 
153,777 
97,001 

II 
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The only year for which a listing ot goods 
imported and exported is available is 1900. The 
figures indicate that construction materials, food 
and textiles predominated, most of it from Japan. 
Most export, of course, was copra, again to Japan. 
In 1900 about 2,400 Marks worth of lemons and 
oranges were exported to Australia, and in 1905 
some tobacco was shipped to the United States. 
The Tinian Gesellschaft was organized to export 

meat, mainly beef. The Pagan Gesellschaft leased 
Pagan, Alamagan and Agrihan for copra production. 
The Marianas Gesellschaft leased the other smaller 
northern islands (called the bird islands) and 
exported bird feathers. In 1907 the Japanese Hiki 
Company and Murayama Company merged to 
become the Nanyo Boeki Kaisha, which was to 
become the largest firm during the Japanese admi-
nistration. 

Much About Money, Work and Taxes 

Since the German government was primarily 
interested in commerce, they encouraged a money 
economy. They depended entirely on local labor 
and their greatest problem was to induce the people 
to work. Most of the islanders preferred to subsist 
on fishing and farming, were not easily attracted to 
wage labor and had little use for money. 
As a form of tax, the government decreed that 

each able-bodied single male between 15 and 50 
years of age (unless incapacitated, a priest, or a 
teacher) had to work 20 days out of the year with-
out pay on community projects such as road-
building or coconut planting. A married man only 
had to work 12 days. If a man did not want to do 

"CIeaninq tip after a TvpI on" (t7A RC) 

this work, he had to pay a tax of about 20 Mark 
a year. In addition, each able-bodied man betwe 
15 and 50 years of age had to pay a head tax 
3 Marks a year. There was also a firearms tax 
Marks), a tax on female dogs (10 Marks) and 
gross receipts tax for traders. 
Money could be earned by selling copra. In 1901 

local traders paid about 7 Marks for a hundrn 
pounds of copra. It was estimated that a matur , 
coconut tree could produce about 50 pounds 
copra annually. Money could also be earned b, 
working on road or other government construc-tic' 
projects. Each weekday morning the bells wooL 
ring and anyone who wanted to work would go 
a certain place. The daily wage ranged from 1 to 
Marks. 
The annual expenditure for administering tL-

Northern Mariana Islands amounted to abon. 
75,000 Marks. But since only about 35,000 Mark 
was collected in taxes, fees and land lease paymeni 
the German government had ii r' 
subsidy of about 40,000 

Teacher Introduces Bees 

Dr. Dwucet, the teacHei dL  rHe Sapari pub 
school who arrived in 1905, had indicated ar 
interest in beekeeping. On December 31, 1906 foL: 
bee colonies were received from the Japanes 
governor of the Bonin Islands. Dwucet report 
that after one year the bees had multiplied to 3 
colonies and he had harvested about 800 lbs. o 
honey and 24 lbs. of beeswax. He also taught thi 
boys at school the intricacies of apiculture aniL 
found that Joseph Taitano was especially adept 



i \ricu1tuïe anu ( attie Itasing 

At everyone had enough food and 
:ot have to depend on imported rice, the 

iernment revived an old, but hardly enforced, 
)anish regulation. Each family had to plant '/2 

re with crops such as corn, sweet potatoes, taro, 
ms and vegetables. The planting of fruit trees 
anges, lemons and papayas was also promoted. 
people liked to grow tobacco, cacao and 
e. 
e main farming tools were a tough, locally 
d machete and a type of long-handled hoe, 

c fusino." It was used to loosen the soil and to 
ill out weeds. The Germans tried to introduce the 
iropean plow, but it proved to be too heavy and 
)uld only be pulled by horses, which did not thrive 
the islands. Oxcarts, pulled by cattle, remained 
n main means of transport and were used to haul 
It. 

ch household kept one or more head of 
some pigs and chicken. Cows were often 

d with a long rope to a coconut tree or were 
to qraze in the forest. 

. J J i L 

ig 

h, shellfish and crabs provided the main source 
otein in the diet. Most often nets of varying 

'es were used, but sometimes lines and hooks or 
ears were used to catch fish. Women and children 

12 

Clearing the forest for coconut plantings (MA RC) 

would dig clams out of the sand when the water 
was shallow. Crabbing was also done at low tide. 
Lobster and fish were speared at nighttime, with 
the aid of torches made from the dry sheath of the 
coconut flower. 



Drying corn or a pandanus mat (MA RC) 

Most Foods Locally Grown 

Chamorros ate their main meal of the day at 
noon. Usually boiled rice, fish, a little meat and 
tortillas made of corn were eaten and, depending 
on the season, boiled or roasted breadfruit, bananas, 
yams or taro. Breakfast, consisting of a cup of tea, 
chocolate  or coffee and  tortillas dipped  in 
"finadene", a spicy sauce, was served early, around 
6 a.m. Sometimes cakes made of arrowroot starch, 
sugar, eggs and lard were also available. "Merienda" 
was around 4 p.m. when coffee and chocolate or 
"ahu", a dish made of arrowroot starch, sugar, hot 
water and scraped young coconut, would be 
provided. Supper, served around 7 p.m., was similar 
to lunch. Fruit such as bananas, papayas and 

oranges was also eaten. Mussels, seasnails, clams, 
crabs and lobster gathered from the lagoon provided 
variety. Even though rice was grown on Rota, some 
of it was imported, especially after typhoons 
destroyed crops. 

Most families sat on the floor to eat. Vr 
served in clay bowls and everyone reached in with 
the hand, or if the food was sticky, with a spoon. 
Carolinians ate their main meal in the evening and 
it consisted mostly of yams, taro and fish. Several 
times during the day they would eat a little fruit 
and raw fish sprinkled with lemon juice. To prepare 
"matchahan" a hole was dug in the earth. It was 
tilled with stones and a strong fire was made over 
them. In the meantime pieces of breadfruit, meat 
or fish were wrapped in banana leaves and placed 
on the hot stones. Everything was covered v 
more leaves and opened when done. 
Everyone collected rainwater from the roof 

drinking and used the brackish water drawn from 
the shallow wells for washing. Salt, even though 
seldom used, was prepared by filling a large iron 
pan with salt water and evaporating it over a fire 
Syrup obtained from the coconut flower furnished 
sweets, yeast and vinegar. Coconut oil was occasion 
ly used for frying foods. 

Evaporating salt from sea water (Safford) 

I : 



's and Utensils 

uses could be erected consisting entirely of 
y available materials. Two rows of betelnut 

m trunks, five on each side, would carry a gabled 
of made of plaited coconut palm fronds, placed 
i a light scaffolding. About three feet above the 
iund, the floor was made of betelnut palm 
iards. Houses usually had no ceiling, and if there 
ere several rooms, they were separated by walls 
ade of plaited bamboo: Palm boards also formed 
e outside walls. The usual four to six windows 
)uld be closed with simple shutters or coconut 
ends. 
Floors were covered with mats made of plaited 
ndanus. People slept on the floor wrapped in 
]ndanus mats, or if they could afford it, in wool 
ankets imported from Japan. They put their head 
n pillows filled with kapok or on neckrests, 
alano," made of wood. Hammocks were also in 
se. 
Furnishings consisted of a table and two or three 
nairs. Imported kerosene lamps, mirrors, sewing 
nachines and saints' pictures from Germany were 
nize d possessions. 
The kitchen was usually a separate building. The 
ove was made of earth and stones. Cooking pots 
rid tea kettles were imported from Japan. The 
coking fire was started with the help of the dry 
risk of a coconut with matches or with a glowing 
nip borrowed from a neighbor. Also, spark makers 
eel and flint stone were in use. 
)rn was ground on a flat stone, "metate", 
rted from Manila. Ancient basalt mortar 
s, "triisong atcho", were still stometimes used 

g rice or preparing special medicine. A village scene (MARC) 



But many women regarded these ancient stones 
with superstitious fear as being the property of 
"anite" or mischievous forest spirits and they 
preferred to use mortars made of wood. Coconuts 
were grated on the "kamjo", a piece of wood with 
a round, toothed tongue of iron. 
Drinking water was caught from the roof in large 

Japanese earthenware jars. A coconut palm frond 
was tied so that the rainwater could easily run 

Chamorro women husking rice (MA R(,) 

Consumer Goods 

Saipanese people could take their German Marks 
earned by selling copra or by working for the 
government on construction or agricultural projects 
to two stores. One was owned by Antonio Ada and 
the other by a Japanese trader, Hiki. They could 
buy fabrics,  mirrors, Japanese dishes, sewing 
machines, oil  lamps, iron goods, construction 

along the midrib inLU Lne poi. 
Besides a dwelling in the   

owned a small ranch in the interior of the island 
Whole families stayed there during the week 
coming to the village on Sundays and holidays t 
attend church. Only simple cottages served u 
shelter and the male members occupied themselve 
with fieldwork and huntinn v''H n  or 
coconut crabs and fruit bats 

Collecting rainwater (MARC) 

materials, woolen blankets or rice. 
The following items were manufactured on 

Saipan: shoes, sandals, slippers, belts, machetes, 
hoes and cabinets. Tailors also made clothes anO. 
silversmiths could make jewelry, such as rings, 
earrings, necklaces and bracelets. Sometimes tho 
artisans were not paid with money hut with food 
and services. 
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; n ni g and Body Adornment Around 1904 

clothing was made locally from imported 
als. Chamorro men wore short pants of 

ate or blue material with a leather belt, a short 
art and a broad-brimmed hat made of local 
ndanus fibers. Chamorro women wore long 
)tton skirts, sometimes tucked up, short blouses, 
d kerchiefs on the head. Up to the age of six all 
aildren wore long shirts. 
On Sundays, holidays and special occasions, 
namorros loved to dress up. The men put on 
ng white or blue and white striped pants and 
hite long-sleeved shirts, preferably with a starched 
ant, and gold sleeve buttons. Leather or sailcloth 
ppers were worn on the feet. Some liked to wear 
ver and gold rings and a silver cross around the 
eck. The formal dress of women consisted of a 
utticoat and a pleated dress, the latter made of a 
alorful material. Under it was worn a sleeveless 

lkL1 

vv e e di d 2J years oi age. A courageous 
)uth might ask the parents' permission himself, 

L it more often relatives and aunts acted as match-
akers. 
If the bride was rich and pretty, the parents 

a ght tell the young man to wait a year, and he 
h id to serve the father of his beloved until the 
a edding day. To escape doing manual labor, he 
could present gifts, such as a pig or rice, to his 

sd it and a snort, w;ue-sleeveu blouse ol a nuns-
parent, fine fabric. While still young, girls had their 
ears pierced and wore gold or silver earrings. Around 
the neck they sometimes had imported red coral 
necklaces. Their long hair was either slung into a 
simple knot or hung down the back in a braid. 
Some well-to-do women were proud of their 
delicate black lace scarfs from Manila. If affordable, 
satin slippers and fine stockings were favored, 
otherwise leather slippers had to do. 
Most Carolinians wore traditional island clothing. 

The men wore a piece of cotton cloth tied between 
their legs and around the hips. The women wore 
the same type of cloth, only wider, tied around 
the hips. The preferred colors seemed to be yellow 
and red. When dancing, they wore flowers in the 
hair and homemade ornaments tied around their 
arms, legs and neck. They also painted their bodies 
with yellow paint and red and white stripes. 

future in-laws. 

On the day before the first marriage announce-
ment in church, the groom again had to send gifts. If 
he was poor, a bundle of firewood would do. If he 
was rich he had to send a pig or a large measure of 
rice. After the third announcement, he had to 
present dress material, jewelry, shoes or stockings 
to his bride. 

On the evening before the wedding, festive 
dinners were prepared in both the groom's and the 
bride's house. 

ii; 



Carolinian dancers in 1899 (RA 11) 

Laf'01117a!i dance rc /rr !8Q 9 (k 1 ii) 

Music anu Jaflcth. 

Chamorro  w 
celebrated with food, drink, music and dancir 
During the meal, musicians playing a violin, 
accordian, a guitar, a triangle or perhaps the org 
borrowed  from  the church, would entert2 
Apparently earlier missionaries had already t 
the use of European instruments. 
Very rarely the "belembaotuyan" was still 

This instrument was made from a gourd faste; 
with a string to a curved piece of wood. The strir 
was struck with a small wooden stick and gave c 
two pure notes. 
Another ancient instrument was the "belembr, 

patchot", a piece of bamboo to which a reed w 
attached. It was held to the half-open mouth at 
the reed put into a swinging motion with the finç 
and hummed into, as one makes music with 
comb. 
After the meal, tables and chairs were clean 

away and the dancing began. European dancer 
such as the waltz, the mazurka and polka we 
popular. The Spanish fandango was strictly 
wedding dance reserved for the bride and groor 
Sometimes, to everyone's, amusement, boys per 
formed the "kanaka" consisting of exaggeratee 
movements peculiar to Carolinian dances. 
Carolinians performed traditional dances for 

their own amusement almost every night, whicr 
sometimes lasted until dawn. Sometimes mouth 
harmonicas were used for musical accompaniment. 
The girls wore wrap-around skirts made of fiber' 
and all were adorned with flowers, paint and home 
made jewelry. 
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Sunday and on holiday afternoons most of 
male population would gather at the cockpit. 

ets at a cockfight would go as high as 100 Marks. 
-)me men liked to play "tanggano", a game similar 
"horseshoes," only corncobs and large metal 

eces were used instead. Here bets were also made. 
Younger men amused themselves by playing 
)ola," "casillas" or "gorumai." A game popular 
ith Carolinians involved tossing a ball into the air. 
Children sold lemonade made from locally grown 
mans at these games. They also peddled sweet 

as, bananas, cigars and rice cakes. 
iung girls preferred to play games with small 
or round stones. From a short distance a 
stone was flipped with the middle finger 

mard a row of shells and the shells shot out of 
w were won. 
all children were given rattles made of tiny 
shells fastened onto a coconut cord. A few 
vere imported from Japan. 
most everybody chewed betelnut and smoked 
rolled of locally grown tobacco. Old women 

id be seen smoking pipes made of reed or 
anware. Old people also snuffed finely cut 
Co. 
government allowed each family head two 
trees. From these the juice of the coconut 

er could be tapped periodically and allowed 
ferment to produce an intoxicating drink. 
hc alcoholic drink was "laulau" made from 

and coconut. 
Woman on the lookout for a school of fish (MA RC) 

J/1 (3a1apan  



Rota Around 1912 

It was now possible to anchor ships close to 
shore, as a channel had been blasted through the 
reef in 1905. A 6-mile long road had been built for 
access to the fertile land in the northwestern part 
of the island. Many kinds of trees grew well in the 
rich soil -  breadfruits, oranges, lemons, guavas and 
atis. Corn, sweet potatoes, taro, sugar, coffee, cacao 
and tobacco were cultivated. Rice was grown on 
terraces in the southern part of the island where a 
river and an intricate canal system was used for 
irrigation. About 11,000 pounds of rice were 
harvested annually. The natives kept cattle, pigs, 
chickens and ducks. Fruitbat, coconut crabs and 
pigeons abounded. Deer, introduced from the 
Philippines by the Spanish governor MarianoTobias 
around 1773, were hunted. 
Approximately 150 acres had been planted with 

coconut palms with the encouragement of the 
German administration. Schooners put in about 
three or four timesa year and loaded approximately 
100 tons of copra each time. In 1910, exports, 
mainly copra and tobacco, had amounted to 5,800 
Marks and imports to 7,500 Marks. 
The population consisted of 472 Chamorros, 2 

Europeans (a Capuchin priest and brother), and 2 
Japanese. In all there were 205 men and 271 
women. Nine deaths and 23 live births had been 
registered. There were 108 wooden and 14 stone 
houses. It is interesting to note that the island of 
Rota had been continuously inhabited, as many 
Chamorros escaped deportation to Guam by the 
Spanish. Therefore, Chamorro family names per-
sisted: Taimanao ("fearless"), Taisacan ("not old"), 
Ayuyu  ("coconutcrab"),  Songsong  ("village"), 
Gumataotao  ("master of the house"),  Hocog 
("end"), Taga ("he who commands"), and Gogue 
("protection"). 
On June 1,1910, a Capuchin priest assumed 

responsibility for the school. The Rotanese built a 
school building on church land and 68 pupils were 
enrolled. A most destructive typhoon hit the island 
on October 19, 1912 when all houses, except three, 
were damaged. The church lost its roof and sus-
tained other damage. The school was completely 
destroyed. Many breadfruit and coconut trees were 
uprooted and other agricultural  damage was 
reported. 

Tinian Around 1911 

Most of the island was covered by brush or 
brambles about three feet high. Toward the 
southern end stood some orange, lemon and papaya 
trees. About 500 head of wild cattle, were grazing 

under the bushes. These were of  irlu 
brought in by the Spaniards from tvexico arour 
1790. At that time a few men had been allowed 
stay on Tinian to bring dried beef to the Sp. 
garrison in Agana, Guam. 
In 1911 about 70 government workers liv, 

the usual wooden houses to guard the govern riur 
owned cattle herd, and some pigs, goats at 
chickens which had accumulated as well. \.Ni 
dogs were a menace as they would attack your 
calves. The district administration offered a bourn 
of 50 Pfennigs for each dog pelt brought in. Ever 
week a cow or a young bull and about 15 pigs we 
brought by rowboat to Saipan and slaughter(-
there. 
The ruins of the Palacio, a stone structure, ha 

been rebuilt by the Germans. It had been complete 
around 1690 by the Spaniards in the old village n 
Sunharon and had served as a Catholic seminar 
and later as a military garrison. Close to it was air 
a public well producing good drinking water, an 
an uncompleted chapel. In 1695  H 
moved the people of Tinian to Guam 
In 1853 lepers or "lazarinos" had 

Tinian and they were given permission to make rn 
of the cattle. But in the smallpox epidemic of 185 
most of them died, including half of the populatio 
of the Marianas. In 1856 about 20 prisoner 
exiled by the Spanish, arrived and prepared salte 
meat for Guam. An Irishman, Johnston, leased th 
island in 1868 and brought in about 250 Carol 

nians from Namonuito island. Their job was t 
prepare salted meat and trepang (sea slugs). The 
also planted sweet potatoes and tobacco whicr 
was sold in Guam. Occasionally, passing whalin 
ships would purchase food. After Johnston dien, 
his sister continued the lease until 1877. 
In 1904 the German government leased Tinian 

to two German nationals, Stein and Lotz. Subse-
quently about 800 coconut trees were planted and 
the killing of young cattle was outlawed in order 
to build up the herd. 

Report of an Inspection Trip 

The schooner, with several government oHcraH 
onboard, anchored near Apansanmeena in th 
Pagan lagoon. The two volcanoes were slighti' 
active and smoke plumes could be seen. The settle 
ment of the copra workers was located betweer 
the two volcanoes. The Pagan Co., owned by Pedrn 
Ada and Vicente Diaz, had leased Pagan, Agrihar 
and Alamagan from the government and ha(; 
planted about 11,000 coconut palms, Unfortunately 
many of the trees had been damaged by the 1904, 
1905 and the two 1907 typhoons. 
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Apparently most of the copra workers, 22 out 
32, were leaving the island as their contracts 
id not been renewed. The plantations were in a 
eeglected state due to a shortage of laborers. 
On Agrihan about 60 acres of coconut palms 

liud been planted in 1901 but most of the 20 
orkers were leaving the island. Each worker could 
uce about 50 pounds of copra per day. 

On Alamagan the coconut stand had also suffered 
i'or'  the typhoon. In addition to a Chamorro 

y of eight, 57 Carolinians originally from 
P nulap lived here. 
]He settlement on Guguan had been abandoned 
to volcanic eruptions in 1907 and 1910. 

uguan, Asuncion and Sarigan had earlier been 
used to a Japanese company whose workers 
ptured sea birds and preserved their skins and 
ethers. In one six-month period about 1,000 

t erinan &apuchiii. 

ntil 1912 there were two priests and two lay 
others belonging to the Capuchin order, head-
iartered in Strassburg, Germany, living on Saipan. 
\nother priest and brother had been assigned to 
ota. This was the result of an edict issued by 
pe Pius X in 1907 which replaced the Spanish 

Lugustinian  Recollects who had been in the 
arianas since the 18th century. Father Gallus 
Lehman, in 1913, pleaded for a replacement after 
e of the priests left, preferably one who would 
orn Carolinian to minister to that large group. 

om 1889 to 1904 Father Francisco P. Resano 
ugrado Corazon of the Spanish Recollects had 

een assigned to San Isidro church in Garapan. In 
tters to his superiors in Manila he mentioned that 

/17 Catholics out of a total population of 3,133. 
\lso, he had baptized 115 and given first commu-
on to 43. He was delighted that a Catholic 
echer, Herr Vogt, had been assigned to the public 
olin Saipan. 

1910 a bible in the Chamorro language, 
storia Sagrada i Antiguo Yan i Nuevo Testa-
unto", was published by B. Herder of Freiburg, 
ermany. In the same year a prayer book and 
techism in Chamorro was printed. Even though 
e government stated that all religious sects were 
elcome in the Marianas, there was no Protestant 

ri000rl Ly 19]3. 
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200 Samoans Exiled to Saipan 

In April, 1909, nine Samoan chiefs, and their 
families including their orator chief Lauaki Namu-
lauulu,  were placed  on  the German warship 
"Jaguar", bound for Saipan, where they were to 
live in exile for six years. 
Lauaki, from the island of Savaii, had planned to 

organize a mass demonstration to make certain 
demands of the German government: that some 
chiefs should be salaried advisors, that revenue and 
expenditure records of the administration should 
be open to the Samoans and that the head tax 
should be abolished. German officials obtained 
information about the movement and to avert a 
full-scale war exiled the ringleaders. 
On Saipan, the Samoans were settled in Puntan 

Flores, adjacent to Tanapag village. Their chief, 
Melietoa  Tanu, and speaker Lauaki served as their 
ison to the government. They were provided 
th seeds, cattle and carts, fishing gear and house-
old utensils. Bamboo pipes were installed to bring 
water from the spring Sadog Mames (As Agaton) 
to their houses. 
In late 1915, after the Japanese had occupied 

Saipan, the Samoans were taken back to their 
homeland on orders of the New Zealand govern-
ment. 

The Northern Marianas Fall 

When World War I broke out in 1914, the Far 
East Squardron of the German Navy found itself 
cut off in the Pacific Ocean, which was largely con-
trolled by Great Britain. On August 4, Great Britain 
had declared war on Germany and on August 12 a 
historic meeting took place in the placid lagoon 
of Pagan island. The German fast cruisers-the 
Gneisenau, the Scharnhorst, the Nuernberg and 
He Emden all ships that were to make headlines 
ring the first months of the war, were there as 

,ell as quite a few German merchant ships. 
Under the slightly steaming volcano, the Emden 

took on coal, beer, medicines, tobacco and coco-
nuts. The orders from Admiral Maximilian Count 
von Spee were for the Emden to harrass British 
shipping in the Indian Ocean while the other 
cruisers would steam to South America. 
By October 14, when Japanese troops occupied 

Saipan, Japan having declared war on Germany on 
August 25, the raiding Emden had sunk some 15 
allied ships. The exasperated British had sent out a 
fleet of 10 ships to capture the Emden, but it was 
sunk on November 9 by an Australian cruiser. By 
a miracle, part of the Emden crew was able to save 
tsp] P capture a schooner and make their way to 



the Red Sea and North Africa. 
In Saipan neither the Germans nor the natives 

had resisted, as there was no military stationed on 
the islands. It appears that Japan and Great Britain 
had made a secret agreement that the Japanese 
would take all the islands occupied by the Germans 
north of the equator, while the British would 
take those south of the equator. 

Germany and Its Colonies 

While England, Spain, Portugal, Holland, Russia 
and France had accumulated colonies during the 
16th, 17th and 18th centuries, Germany was not 
a unified nation. Even though the inhabitants of 
several kingdoms, principalities, tree cities and 
bishoprics in central  Europe shared a similar 
language and culture, they were only loosely allied 
under a figurehead Habsburg emperor headquartered 
in Vienna, Austria. The French general Napoleon, 
later claiming to be emperor himself, deposed the 
powerless German emperor Francis II in 1806. 
Under the leadership of Otto Bismarck, the 

kingdom of Prussia set out to create a unified, 
more powerful German empire. In 1867, several 
of the German states, without Austria, formed a 
loose federation and established a federal council 
which elected the king of Prussia as its president. 
In 1870 Bismarck maneuvered the German federa-
tion into a war against France. The German victory 
in 1871 solidified the union and the king of Prussia 
was declared Kaiser (emperor) of Germany. 
In the beginning, Bismarck, the Kaiser's primary 

advisor, was opposed to overseas expansion. But by 
1884 pro-colonial and commercial interests within 

is/i/p that was 'itetned it; dam ; in  1974 and si/er sunk / s her o'r The  sit u; stan  a German Ft 
crew ii I/IL /is,'rbor (/111 /\)(-,) 

the country had brought about a change in this 
policy. Germany officially extended imperial pro 
tection to commercial stations in the MarshaL 
islands, a part of New Guinea, Samoa, the Solomor 
islands and to southwest and east Africa. 
In 1888 Wilhelm II of Prussia became Kaiser an 

he soon forced Bismarck's resignation. Wilhelm was 
intent on the expansion of German influence in the 
world. As the country's industry, especially the 
steel industry in the Ruhr valley, developed, thE 
Kaiser promoted the build-up of the navy and mer 
chant shipping. 
In 1899 Germany purchased the Mariana ansi 

Caroline islands and leased Tsingtao, China, whici 
was to become a naval base. By 1907 German con 
mercial interests were also active in Africa, Mesu 
potamia (now Iraq), Palestine (now Israel) and 
Turkey.  However, Because Germany lost Won 
War I, it lost all of its colonies, including th 
Mariana Islands, according to the Treaty of Vs 
sailles. 

Controversy in German Magazines: Costenobic 
Critical of Fritz Administration 

In a series of articles, Hermanri H. L. \A'. Cosie 
noble attacked the administration of the Northeri 
Marianas, charging that official reports did no 
present an accurate picture of conditions there 
Costenoble claimed that German was not taught 

in the schools; consequently the inhabitants could 
only communicate in English with outsiders. In 
contrast, on Guam, wives of American official and 
officers acted as teachers and most of the popula-
tion was fluent in English. 
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The teaching of German is now, that is, since 
spring of 1905, carried on by a teacher provided 
by the government of the empire. It has been so 
successfully carried on that not only school children 
but also the local magistrate, all the inspectors, 
and many of the natives understand German. 
"Pigeon English" is not needed as a basis for 
m utual understanding. 1) 

'(,cording to Costeriouie  the Chamorros in the 
)rthern Marianas had unsanitary personal habits 

: d did not wash their bodies or their clothing. 
itz replied that this observation was too general 

'd nof justified by the facts. Naturally, since 
amorros worked in thefields their clothing would 

rnetimes show dirt, but as a rule they washed 

mselves just as much as the Carolinians. Coste-
ble also charged that the Carolinians were "sin-

1!y lazy," ate all the time, drank too much 
ohol and neglected their crops and animals. 

h-ritz UleriUeu tilerli as  ohows: 

The Carolinians are neither lazy nor do they drink 
brandy. Granted that the greater portion of the 
tuba which they tap from the one tree which is 
permitted to each family is not used by them 
to make the yeast and the vinegar which they are 
allowed to make but it is drunk. After all, it is not 
a very large amount, and the inspectors keep a 
sharp watch lest perchance other trees are tapped 
olso. 2) 

chve a general description of the people in the 
islands around 1905: 

The life is very lonely. There are only 17 Germans 
representing four families who reside here. There 
are also a few Japanese and in all about 3,000 
natives. Of the latter, about 2,000 are Chamorros, 
that is persons of mixed Spanish and native blood. 
In type and degree of civilization, they are the same 
as the Central and South Americans. In addition 
there are about 1,000 civilized Carolinians who are 
just as peaceable and just as little inclined toward 
work as the Chamorros. 3 

FOOTNOTES 

1. Georg Fritz, Von de Marianen (Braunschweig: Globus) 
v. 89, p. 286 

2. Ibid., p. 287. 
3. Ibid., p. 288. 

GLOSSARY 

Kaiser Title of the emperor of Germany 

Mark  German currency, one Mark equals 100 Pfennige 

Schooner A type of sailing ship in use around 1900 

i infectious skin disease characterized by reddish 
skin eruptions leading to ulcers and bone lesions. 
The disease is not venereal but the bacteria 

I 
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