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FROM THE PRESIDENT'S DESK:

It is the time of the year to give thanks for all the good things that
have happened to us. First off, we want to thank Joyce Borgelt and
Jeanne Allison for writing and printing our quarterly. They have done
a very good job.

Thanks to God for healing Joyce Barlow since her heart attack and surgery.

Thanks to the other officers, Lottie Klein, Don and Dorothy Monson, JoNelle
Linnaus and Marge Fuhrmann for the help they have given to me and to the
society.

Thanks to Harold and Betty Lyon for housing and working with our Society
Library.

Thanks to Bob Plisek, Joyce Barlow, Lottie Klein, Joyce Borgelt, Walter
Pinnt, for the excellent programs in 1994. Also thanks to the participants
of our discussion programs.

Thanks to the hosts of our meetings. Seems everyone has a sweet tooth and
lunch was always good.

Thanks to all the members who are so good with helpful ideas when someon^
needs help with a genealogical problem.

Upcoming meetings will be: January 17 - Our belated Christmas Party,
Golden Corrall 6:30 PM; February 15, Spinners - a VCR program about a
family settleing in Missouri; March 15,The Great Wagon Road of Colonial
America, the story of moving West; April 18, open.

^ Dee Sewell, President



HINTS ON READING THE CENSUS
The early census from 1790 thru 1840 are as important as the later ones. The head of the household is always included in
the numerical statistics. The 1850 census was the first one to name all members of the household.

Use Indexes if you are not sure where your ancestor resided during the year the census was taken. Indexes may be
incomplete or incorrect.

Use the forms designed for that census year, as the form provides space for recording what was asked that particular
census. Forms are available at LDS Family History Centers, from a genealogical supply company or from PPGS.

Headings at the top of the page give page number, area of county, and enumeration date. Don't forget to also copy the data
to the right of the occupation column.

Transcribe word for word, as spelled, all information from the census record, including abbreviations. Do not hurry or
skim through census reading.

Remember there may be errors and/or omissions, so do not rely entirely on census information.

Study the enumerator's handwriting. If you have trouble with a letter or word, compare it with others on the page. Ask for
a second opinion from someone.

Check for all possible spellings. Because of the high rate of illiteracy, the enumerator often spelled a name phonetically.
The letters "s" and"p" are often misread. The spelling of a name today may differ from previous spellings.

Copy all names in the household. Remember the names listed may not be immediate family. They could be parents, in-
laws, visitors, hired help, etc. Don't assume the relationship to head of household as stated to be entirely correct. Dont
assume the wife is the mother of any or ail of the children listed. Don't assume the ages given provide the birth year.

Read the names of nearby households and make a note to refer to later. Related families frequently lived near one another.
Copy all entries for your surname in the county.

Check the special schedules for agricultural, industrial, slave, mortality, as well as social statistics. Veteran schedules listed
ihe name and age of Revolutionary War pensioners living in the household. The 1890 census listed Civil War veterans and
widows. Dont forget to check State census records.

A Soundex Coding system was first used with 'he 1880 census indexes. The Soundex Code is determined by using the first
letter of the surname followed by three numbers.

The letters B, P, F, V are assigned the number 1
C, C, K, G, J, Q, X and Z are number 2
D and T are number 3
L is number 4
M and N are number 5
R is number 6

The vowels (A, E, I, 0, U) plus Y, W, and H are NOT coded.

The code is always a letter and three numbers. This is accomplished by adding zero to the end of short codes. The same
number is not used twice consecutively. Example: in the Hallberg, the second L is not coded. The code is H416. If the
first letter is C, then the first number cannot be a 2. THis holds true for all first letters. THe only exception to the twice-in-
3-row rule is the 0 added to the end of some codes. If you should encounter a name sucy as Wayo, its code is WOOO.

t is often necessary to skip over several letters before finding a letter that can be coded. Schwartz is S632, with R being
he first letter coded. Hayes, Heacox, Hahs, Haas all have the same code number - H200.

> .
'refixes, such as van, von, de, D', O', etc. are sometimes not included in the coding. Be sure to check both spellings. Silent
tiers are coded, as they are not silent in all pronunciations.

By Virginia McGraw Paddock in Ancestors West, Santa Barbara CA
ia - P .P .G.S. , May, 1993
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THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS
ADMINISTRATION

_ DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

The National Archives
7th and Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20408
(202) 501-5400.

The National Archives
at College Park
8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, MD 20740
(301) 713-6800

The Federal Register
800 North Capitol Street, NW
Washington, DC 20408
(202) 523-4534

The Washington National
Records Center

4205 Suitland Road
Suitland, MD 20746
(301) 763-7000

Richard M. Nixon
Presidential Materials Project

8601 Adelphi Road
College Park,TvlD 20740
(301) 713-6950

ALASKA

National Archives-Alaska Region
654 West 3rd Avenue, Room 012
Anchorage, AK 99501
(907) 271-2441

CALIFORNIA

Los Angeles Federal
Records Center
24000 Avila Road
Laguna Niguel, CA 92656
(714) 643-4220

San Francisco Federal
Records Center
1000 Commodore Drive
San Bruno, CA 94066
(415) 876-9001

National Archives-Pacific Sierra
Region
1000 Commodore Drive
San Bruno, CA 94066
(415) 876-9018

National Archives-Pacific Southwest
Region
24000 Avila Road
Laguna Niguel, CA 92656
(714) 643-4241

Ronald Reagan Library
40 Presidential Drive
Simi Valley, CA 93065
(805) 522-8511

COLORADO

Denver Federal Records Center
Denver Federal Center, Building 48
Denver, CO 80225
(303) 236-0804

National Archives-Rocky Mountain
Region
Denver Federal Center, Building 48
Denver, CO 80225
(303) 236-0817

GEORGIA

Atlanta Federal Records Center
1557 St. Joseph Avenue
East Point, GA 30344
(404) 763-7474

National Archives-Southeast Region
1557 St. Joseph Avenue
East Point, GA 30344
(404) 763-7477

Jimmny Carter Library
One Copenhill Avenue
Atlanta, GA 30307
(404) 331-3942

ILLINOIS

Chicago Federal Records Center
7458 South Pulaski Road
Chicago, IL 60629
(312) 353-0164

National Archives-Great Lakes Region
7358 South Pulaski Road
Chicago, IL 60629
(312) 353-0162

IOWA

Herbert Hoover Library
Parkside Drive
West Branch, IA 52358
(319) 643-5301

KANSAS

Dwight D. Eisenhower Library
Southeast 4th Street
Abilene, KS 67410
(913) 263-4751

MASSACHUSETTS

Boston Federal Records Center
380 Trapelo Road
Waltham, MA 02154
(617) 647-8745

Pittsfield Federal Records Center
and Regional Archives
100 Dan Fox Drive
Pittsfield, MA 01210
(413) 445-6885

National Archives-New England
Region
380 Trapelo Road
Waltham, MA 02154
(617) 647-8100

John F. Kennedy Library
Columbia Point
Boston, MA 02125
(617) 929-4500

MICHIGAN

Gerald R. Ford Library
1000 Beal Avenue
Ann Arbor, MI 48109
(313) 741-2218

Gerald R. Ford Museum
303 Pearl Street, NW
Grand Rapids, MI 49504
(616) 456-2675
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THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS
ADMINISTRATION

ELECTRONIC ACCESSMISSOURI PENNSYLVANIA

National Personnel Records Center
9700 Page Avenue
St. Louis, MO 63132
(314) 538-201

Civilian Presonnel Records
(314) 425-5722
Military Personnel Records
(314)538-246

Kansas City Federal Records Center
2312 East Bannister Road
Kansas City, MO 64131
(816) 926-7271

National Archives-Central Plains
Region
2312 East Bannister Road
Kansas City, MO 64131
(816) 926-6272

Harry S. Truman Library
U.S. 24 and Delaware Street
Independence, MO 64050
(816) 833-1400

NEW YORK

New York Federal Records Center
Military Ocean Terminal, Building 22
Bayonne, NJ 07002
(201) 823-7161

National Archives-Northeast Region
201 Varick Street
New York, NY 10014
(212) 337-1300

Franklin D. Roosevelt Library
511 Albany Post Road
Hyde Park, NY 12538
(914) 229-8114

OHIO

Dayton Federal Records Center
3150 Springboro Road
Dayton, OH 45439
(513) 225-2852

Philadelphia Federal Records Center
5000 Wissahickon Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19144
(215) 951-5588

National Archives-Mid-Atlantic
Region
9th and Market Streets, Room 1350
Philadelphia, PA 19107
(215) 597-9752

TEXAS

Fort Worth Federal Records Center
501 West Felix Street
Fort Worth, TX 76115
(817) 334-5515

National Archives-Southwest Region
501 West Felix Street
Fort Worth, TX 76115
(817) 334-5525

Lyndon B. Johnson Library
2313 Red River Street
Austin, TX 78705
(512) 482-5137

George Bush Presidential
Materials Project

701 University Drive, East, Suite 300
College Station, TX 77840
(409) 260-9552

WASHINGTON

Seattle Federal Records Center
6125 Sand Point Way, NE
Seattle, WA 98115
(206) 526-6501

National Archives-Pacific Northwest
Region
6125 Sand Point Way, NE
Seattle, WA 98115
(206) 526-6347
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General e-mail: inquire~nara.gov

Gopher: gopher.nara.gov

WWW: http://www.nara.gov

National Archives FAX-on-Demand:
(301) 713-6905

Multimedia and Publication Fulfill-
ment Center:
(301) 763-4454 or(800) 234-6001

Federal Register Electronic News
Delivery (FREND):

(202) 275-0920 (or t'dlnet to
fedworld.gov, choose
"gateway," then "connect," then
FREND)

EMIGRATION
LISTS

Records often overlooked are the
emigration lists tromCOPENHAGEN
DENMARK and HAMBURG GER- ^
MANY .These records list persons
leaving these ports for other destina-
tions, very often the US. These records
Irom COPENHAGEN are accessed in
the "Locality Catlalog"" under DEN-
M A R K - K O B E N H A V E N -
KOBENHAVN- under " Emigration &
Immigration"

This record (Regester over
udvandrere) covers the years 1869-
1911 A description of the record states:
"Alphabetical lists of emigrants who
emigrated from a port in Denmark
(direct) and from ports of other coun-
tries ENGLAND and GERMANY (in-
direct) " A researcher should look at
this record for GERMANS in particu-
lar.

There are 17 rolls of microfilm for
the New York passenger lists for 1870.
One roll of direct and one roll of indi-
rect for COPENHAGEN emigrants in
1870. If you know the year of entry to
the U.S. but not the exact date, this
should B.-IVO you Romo research time.

The Locality Catalog" microfilm
also lists other items under "Emigra-
tion & Immigration" such as Passport
Applications which should be exam-
ined.
(Courtesy excerpt from speaker
Curt Withcher Allen Co. Public
Library, Ft. Wayne, IN.)
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Griffin, 0. L.

Grimm, Johann Ludwig

Grimm, Minors

Grimm, Alfred

Griffin, Mary E.

Guthrie, Leonard

Gustavsen, Edwin

Griffin, Minors

MADISON COUNTY NEBRASKA PROBATE INDEX RECORDS PRIOR TO 1918 (continued)

HAA

Halverson, Halver

Haley, James

Haines, Emily J.

Hollingshead and Young

Hale, Warner

Haase, Ferdinand

Halbrook, Scott

Haase, August

Griggs, Catherine C.

Green, Elias B.

Griffin, Emily

Green, Charles R.

Guettler, Joseph

Gunkel, Nicholas

Guse, Madie

Groom, Alfred E.

Gregorian, Mungundich

Grass, Adam

Guenderman, Wilhelra

Gross, Gertie Alma

Gross, Jacob

Guild, Mary A.

Gross, Jacob 4 Rosetta

Griffith, Roscoe Edwin

Grundel, Frank

Grun, Clara A.

HAA
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256 - 329

269 - 302
76

274
109

276
75

330
12

83

129
176

138

187

201

38

96

105

119

95

19

171

203

307 ..;.

31

86

120

279

300

237
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Haase, Minors

Hagel, William

Hagel , Grover'

Hagey, W. H. H.

Hagel, Amelia

Haase, Emma Maria

Haase, Max E.

HAM

Hamre, Gunder J.

Hamblin, Ezekial

Hansen, Kari

Hansford, John

Hangartner, Jacob

Hangar tner, Katharina

Hansen, Christina S.

Hannah, John

Hansen, Henry T.

Hanson, Ole

Hanson, Oscar

1

1

1

1

3

3

3

3
4

4

4

4
5

4

S

6

S

1

1

1

2

3
4

4

4

4

S

5

5

25

223

151 - 180

226 - 245

86

121

198

199

40

121

216
152

224

102

572

573

45

63

122

172

214
66

69

156

232

114

139

185
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Hanen or Hannon, Tobias

Hansford, Lizzie

Harablin, Curtis C.

HAP

Harris, warren

Hart, William

Harris, Sarah B.

Harrison, Barcillai

Harter, Harriet A.

Hawkins, William

Haskins Minors, James, Pearl, & Horace

Hartman Minors

Harms, Mamie, Lucy, Lorena, Wilhelmenia

Harned, Jennie M.

Harris, Josephine

Hayden, Cera

Hayes, Sarah P.

Harris, Myron T.

HEA

Heckendorf, Fred

Heckendorf, John

Heath, Edwin

Heckendorf, Benjamin

Heartslet, Micheal

Heckman, Minors

Heckman, Maria

Heinerick, Vera Bernice

Heckman, William

-JJ-
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PAGE

244

125

295

333

—
4

211

93

109

31

316

56

157

15

23

218

354

2

11

17

18

23

34
71 •

291 - 308
73

177

64

Head, Moses

Heitzman, Samuel T.

Heckman, Samuel

Hein, Peter

Heigel, Mary

Hekrdle, William James

Heckendorf, Emilie

HEN

Herr, Louis

Herlocker, Eli

Herden, Charles

Herden, Minors

Hewitt, Mary A.

Henry, Isaac

Henseleit, Gottlieb

Herbert, Bessie

Henseleit, Paulina

Herda, Majk

Henderson, Louise

Herden, Elizabeth

Hewins, Sheldon E.

Henderson, Lucy

HI

Hide, Thomas G.

Hitz, August

Hines, Lena

Hinne, Dorothy

Hills, NOrman
Hills, Nancy M.
Hide, Thoraas-G.
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4

4

5

5

6

10

1

1

1

1

1
2

1

3

4

5

5
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6

10

1

1

4

2
3
4

PAGE

65

148

248

141

278

623

593

26

84

228

250

323
67

373

144

124

79

167

195

233

74

64

142 - 379

270

199

208
149
160

-33-
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^ Higman, John
O
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ĉ  Hitz, August ' r ,

^ Hibben, Luella S.

Hill , Delia W. , . ,

HOA

Hografe, Fred

Hollbrook, William H.

Hoffman, Louis P.

Holey, James

Holland, Minors

Holmes, Charles Lorenze

Hoene, John
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Hoffman, Fridolin

Hoffman, George

Holm, Charles A.

Hogan, Catherine M.

Hoffman, Lawrence

Hoffman, Wolfgang

Holdridge, Daniel M.

Holdridge, DAniel M.

Hoene, John T.

Hoffman, Mary B.

Hoene, Ernest

Hoepfinger, Jacob

Hoffman, Henry

Hoffman, Kathleen Ethel

Hoffman, Harold Dennis
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2

3

3
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4

4

5

6
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170

38

261

484

51

2

35

47

92

138

235

146
50
68

162

175

191

43

107

108

25

45

50

97

179

208

13

435

483
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HON

Hoover, John D. Sr.

Honeysett, George W.

Hoyt, Chandler

Howell, Eliza

Hoovland, Minors

Horst, Andrew

Horn, Charles

Horn, Minors

Horst, Sybilla

Horsham, John

Hovland, George S.

Horst , Henry

Hoppy, Mary

Horrocks,John

Horrocks, Robert

Horrocks, Minors of Robert

Horrocks, Janet

HU

Hutchins, Charles

Huylan, Charles

Kurd, Rueben

Hunter, J. W.

Hurd, Minors

Hughes, Philip A.

Huber, Jacob, Jr.

Huntington, Freddie F.

Hubenbaker,H. C.

1
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2

2

3

3

4

4

4

4

5

5

5

5

5

1

1

1
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3

1

1
2

103 -
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S
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5

33

275

294

108

18

78

96

140

10

29

51 -

71

80 -
23

241

283
203

146

327

80

341

375
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ON Huffman, Minors

S Hull, Philips

Huse, W. N.

Huffman, Isaac

Hume, James B.

Huddle, Samuel Frank

Huse, Frank P.

Huse, Mary F.

I

Isham, William 0.

Ives, George W.

Imhoff, Rosine S.

Inglis, Fred B.

Isbister, Christina

Ives, Susan

Ives, Celia

Ives, Annie

Irwin, William G-

Ikenburg, Adam

' Isaacson, Mary

Ives, Lester, Arthur & Clara

Ives, Isaiah

Isenhower, William S.

Isenhower, Mary & William

JA

Jenkins, Levi

James, Ray
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3
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31

139

0

89

4

57

269

13

509

510

21

105

77

170

17

193

48

142

247

205

96

233

298

556

88
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Jackson, John H.

Jacobs, Abraham

Jensen, Henry Carsten

Jantzen, Lizzie

Jenkins, Charles D.

Jenkins, William H. S Mary C.

Jarmer, Frank

Jennings, Martha A.

Jenkins, Effie Lillian

Jacobson, August

Jacobson, Theodore

Jefferson, Thomas H.

Jenks nee Filler, Anna

Jacobson, Segrid

Jenkins, Josephine M.

Jackson, Joseph H.

Jensen, Allen Dale

Janicke, Emil

Jackson,Jefferson Byron

Jacobs, E. H. or Eskelo H.

JO

Jones, Abraham

Jones, John W.

Johnson, Delia

Jones, Luella

Johnson, Frank

Jones, Edward

Johnson, Mons

Johnson, W. D.
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189

44
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101

164

187

197

235

276

37

180

288

386

68
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114 - 149

162

183

300

65

36

56
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Johnson, Oscar

Juhl, Peter J.

Johnson, Andrew J.

Johnson, Edward

Jones, Mary E.

Jones,John C.

Johnson, Ingrid

Johnson, Andrew P.

Johnson, Adam

Johnson, Minors of Frank;H.

Johnson, John M.

Johnson, Andrew D.

Johnson, Gustave E.

Johnson, Otis

Johnson, CAroline

Johnson, Nellie

Juelson, John G.

Johnson, Nellie

Johnson, Ole

Johnson, Sarah Ann

Johnson, Bernice Kathryn

Jung, John

Johnson, Julia F.

Johnson, J. M.

KA

Karo, Hedwig

Kallmen, Katharine

Kaul, CArl T.

Kalmer, Daniel
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"'•'- Kalmer, Jacob ;Ai
 :

Kamrath, Philippine J£. :

Kamrath, Minors ".

Kampe, Joseph, Sr. : -, , •..'.-.'• '

Kaul, Minors . / ,

Kanzler, Fred < . . ' .
* ' ' • : • • • ' '

Kamrath, Minnie , • •••.;.•'- •

Kaul, Minors of Emma Kaul

" . ; Kadel, Peter ' , ' - . ' . ' -v. \ ' .
' ' •

Kampman, Conrad R. . . - . • . . • "

' • -KI ' ^ "> 'V . ' :V ..

: ' King, Feliz ..•; . .-„ • : "' ' .; "' ";;

King Minors • • . • , • • .. •; •;'"

'• ''. ."' -f '." '' '• ' ' • * -I;

• ""•' ' Kirby, Patrick . . ••• - '•/• '$ j. ; •• ;-, 'f ''
; :. :•: :. -̂  ̂  -..; : •''.*• "'' -:

Kinkle, F. H. ^ . ' ;" T; i .:.' -> " "

Kirby Minors ;;: ;, , •••. -. ; j " ;- '•••

'?. Kierstad, George .̂ A. • ''' ' ^ • - ' . ;,-'s.v

Kistter, William c. v : =

' .; Kiecker, Martha A. • v' " . • -' : "'; '• [

« . King, Ralph - ; : ;. ' •• •,

; -_' King, Walter A. ': '. .,-"' • ' \-

:. Kierstead, J. H. * ;... 7 ' -: •:. • '

Kiesaw, William

... .;,: Kiesaw, Oliver w. ; -;.,
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History Of Madison
Written 100 Years Ago

The following history of
Madison county is reprinted
from the Weekly Review of July
7,1876. Coming, as it did, just 10
years after the first settlement
was made, it is thought to be
accurate with a few exceptions.

Judge McCallum, who wrote
the history, was J. K. P. Mc-
Callum. He was elected as
county judge in 1875. Forrest
McCallum of Madison said that
he knew nothing of Judge
McCallum and that he was from
a separate family than his. .

The following history is
printed exactly as it appeared
in the 100-year-ago paper.
Possible corrections and
observations of the current
editor of the Star-Mail are in
parenthesis.

HISTORY OF MADISON
COUNTY. NEBRASKA

Prepared by Judge McCallum
Madison county, in the north

eastern part of geographical
Nebraska, lies in 42 deg 5 sec
(min.) of north laditude.^nd 97
deg. 55 sec. (min.) of longitude
west from Greenwich. It is
bounded on the north by Pierce,
on the east by Stanton, on the
south by Platte, and on the west
by Boone and Antelope counties.
It is exactly square, and has an
area of f ive hundred and
seventy-six square miles.

The surface consists of rolling
prairies, undulated table lands,
and beautiful level bottoms. It
is watered in the north by the
Elkhorn River, the North Fork,
and their numerous tributaries;
and in the south by two Taylor
Creeks, (?) Union, and Shell
Creeks. The streams are skirted
with beautiful groves of timber,
and abound in a great variety of
fish.

The first settlement.made in
Madison county was on the 2d of
June, 1866, by a small party
from Illinois, consisting of L. D.
Barnes, Wm. H. Bradshaw, D.
L. Allen, Mathias Carr, and
Wm. A. Barnes. They settled
near the mouth of the North
Fork of the Elkhorn, on the
ground .now occupied by the
town of Norfolk. The county
was not then surveyed, and
exact localities of land could not"

'be made. Tne ne* settlers were '
never molested by Indians, and!
amused themselves by hunting,
fishing, etc., and therein took
great delight, which also
contributed largely to the
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support of themselves and their
families. In the following July
fifty-one wagons of Germans
from Wisconsin arrived, and
settled in the vicinity of
Norfolk. (It seems likely that
the scouts of the Germany party
had selected the Norfolk site
and departed sometime before
the group listed above had come
into that area.)

In October of the same year
Nicholas Paul made the
Government survey of the
county.

Erastus Jones was the
pioneer merchant of the county,
in the vicinity of Norfolk. He
was followed by Barney Barnes
and a Dane by the name of
Nelson, who kept a kind of an
Indian trading post as early as
the fall of 1866.

As early as the 3d of May,
1867, a settlement was
established on Union Creek,
near the present town 'of
Midison, by H. M. Barnes, P. J.
Barnes, W. J. Barnes, and F.
W. Barnes. Then herds of
antelope » ere numerous In
every cireciion, and the county
was one vast expanse of
Unclaimed territory, with now
and then an untouched grove of
timber to lure the early settler.

About the middle of May
Henry Platts, Esq., located the
claim which he still occupies
further up Union Creek. About
the first of June following Mr.
Charles Huylar and family
arrived, and also located on
Union Creek. In Mr. Huylar's
family were two unmarried
maidens. Their coming rejoiced
the hearts of the lonely young
men of the Barnes family, and
it may be mentioned as
commendable to all concerned
that not even the hardships of
frontier life could stay that little
but mighty passion, and two
matrimonial alliances have
resulted from the effect of early
impressions.

H. J. Severance next settled,
and others came in numbers,
and the population increased
rapidly.

Union Creek and Shell Creek
were without bridges, and the
settlers from the Elkhorn and
Uni6n- Creek united and built- a-
bridge across the latter stream
near where the present bridge
now stands, and at that time,
and in honor of t^.it event,
named the s t r r bridged

Union Creek.
In the summer of 1867 S. H.

Thatch and A. J. Thatch arrived
in the county, and with many
others settled on the Elkhorn,
near Norfolk.

The first bona fine ( f ide)
settler on Shell Creek was John
Bloomfield, known more
famil iar ly as "Johnnie
Sohmocker;" but it seems Capt.
O. 0. Austin built a house on
Shell Creek as early as June,
1866, but did not occupy it.
Johnnie "Schmocker" settled in
1868, and was soon followed by
Lewis Warren, George Whitcher
and William Menjece.

In 1869 or 1870 the Sioux
Indians made a raid on the
small settlement of Shell Creek,
and killed some stock belonging
(to) Lewis Warren and others,
and shot a woman by the name
of Nelson; but she recovered,
and still lives on Shell Creek.

On the 21st of January, 1868,
in obedience to an order from
Governor Butler, the people of
Madison county held the first
election and organized the
county. It was named Madison
from the suggestion of the
Germans at Norfolk, who came
from Madison county,
Wisconsin. (This point may be
in error. Some contend that the
county was named by the
surveyors for presidents and
prominent men.) Said election
was held at Millville, and in a
small frame house, with which
numerous pre-emptors are said
to be well acquainted, (It was
customary in those days for
some homesteaders to use a
portable house when proving up
on their claim. After the claim
had been approved, the house
was moved to the next home-
stead. Government homestead
regulations required that a
house be established but ,
apparently, there was no
requirement that the house be
kept there for any extended
period of time.) as it is said to
have served as a suitable
habitation for at least a dozen
or two of that class of early
settlers.

The exact location of Millvitle
— less important now than in

! those 'days —.. was on Taylor
Creek, some distance above
where Wm. J. Barnes now lives.
The village seems never to have
attained much importance
abroad, nor even ?' >mme-.

? 2-

Frank McCormick and Fred.
Lucas were clerks of the first
election, and Wm. J. Barnes,
August Lentz, and Fred. Heck-
endorff were judges. There
were thirty-two votes polled,
and the fo l lowing county
officers were elected: Henry M.
Barnes, August Raasch and
Herman Braasch, county
commissioners; Sam'l H.
Thatch, county clerk; Frederick
Wegner, probate judge; Fred.
Heckendorf, county treasurer;
Fielding Bradshaw,, s h e r i f f ;
August Lentz, county surveyor;
Fred. Boche, assessor; John
All i son and Wm. Bickley,
justices of the peace; Thomas
Bickley and Fred. Haase,
constables. There was no
opposition to any of the offices
except that of assessor, and
Frank Wickman had eight votes
to twenty-tour for Boche. All the
other candidates had thirty-two
votes each.

At the general election in
October, 1868, there were forty-
seven votes polled. (Women'
were not allowed to vote at that
t ime.) A. J. Poppleton, of
Omaha, had forty-four votes for
member of congress, and his
opponent, John Taffe, had three
votes. Thomas L. Griffey had
forty-four votes for district
attorney, and his opponent, E.
F. Gray, had three votes.

P. J. Barnes was elected
County Commissioner instead of
H. M. Barnes, who had refused
to serve; and C. W. Braash,
sher i f f ; J. Q Harvey,
coronor; Alvin Marsh,
surveyor, and A. J. Thatch,
assesor. The total vauation of
taxable property in all the
county In the summer of 1868
was $28,000, which at a levy of 6
mills — the amount levied by
the commissioners — produced
the enormous sum of $168,000.

The Board of Commissioners
at their summer session — 1869
— divided the county into two
precincts — the north half
called Norfolk precinct, the
south half called Union Creek
precinct.

Norfolk was so named at the
suggestion of S. H. Thatch,
bpcau""?. it was . lh« nearest
approach to the North Fork that
could be found. It had the first
post office, and was laid out as
a town in December, 1869.

At the regular election in the
fall of 1869 Joseph Mathewson
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History of Madison (continued)
was elected probate judge, S. H.

'"•"hatch county clerk, F. A.
:kendorf county treasurer, J.

T«. Harvey coroner, H. S. Bots-
ford counly commissioner,
Henry A. Barnes counly super-
intendent of public Instruction,
Thos. W. Ward surveyor, and
John O'Banion sheriff.

At Ihe organization of the
county in 1868, Ihe counly seat
was located about a mile west
of the town of Norfolk, but as In
those days a mile or two made
little difference to anyone In
regard to such matters, the
town was never built on the
spot designated as Ihe counly
seal. (Apparently Norfolk was

. never the county seat.)
In 1869 L. D. Barnes, John

Teidgen, John Leucke, Augsut
Eyl and J. W. Rish made a
settlement on Batlle Creek, a
short distance above where the
town is situated, and all of said
settlers remain Ihere yet.

The Hales came In 1870 and
settled on Upper Battle Creek.
The legend as to the name of
Battle Creek is thai during Ihe
late war a company of whites
had a fight on that stream wllh
some Pawnee Indians, and
from Ihe event il look its name.
*- the mean lime Bailie Creek.

cinct had been formed of the
northwest quarter of the counly,
and at Ihe fal l election In 1870
John Ahrens was elected county
comnjissioner and A. J. Thatch
county t reasurer . At this
election was the first opposition
of any note shown in the
election of county officers.

At the special election in May,
1871, on the adoption of the new
cons t i lu t ion , that had lately
been submitted to the people,
Ihe vote in Madison county
stood: For the constitution, 34
votes; against 119.

In the summer of 1871 news of
the first felony ever committed
in the counly was heralded
through the set t lements. A
settler named Fuller had been
murdered on Shell Creek in a
field. Suspicion was directed to
two cattle traders who had been
seen the day of Ihe murder In
thai vicinity,1 and they were
arrested on a warrant issued by
Esquire Bickley, of Union

. Creek, and the examination was
held In the old school house,
Ihen s landing on the same
ground now occupied by Mr.
Huylar's barn, in Madison. The

e was conducted on behalf of
^ stale by W. H. Harris, Esq.,

now of Madison, and the
defense by Shannon & Plaits, of
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Columbus. The principal
witnesses for the state were a
Mr. McCormlck and a Mr.
Jackson, but neither of them
testified to any facts Implicat-
ing the Texans, and they were
discharged by the magistrate.
That Fuller was murdered Ihere
is no doubt; but the one who did
the foul deed never has been
found out; though strong

• suspicion seems to point to
parties who were then residents
of the county.

At the fall eleclion In 1871
ihere were Iwo tickets In the
field, and (he following gentle-
men were elected to the
different county offices:

S. H. Thatch, Probate Judge;
P. J. Barnes, County

Commissioner; Jos. Mathew-
son, County Clerk; A. J. Thatch,
County Treasurer; P. H. Krum,
sheriff; L. F. Taylor, Super-
inlendenl of Public Instruction;

.. S. E. Phillips, coroner; F. W.
Dawes, County Surveyor,
|: At this election the removal of
jthe county seat was voted upon,
'but did not resull in a change.

In Ihe October election, 1872,
J. B. Flenniken was elected
sheriff, Thos. Ross coroner, and
H. S. Batsford county
commissioner.

Madison was laid out as a
town in January, 1870, and the
school house was' built thai
year. M. C. Flag sold the first
goods at Madison. The Presby-
terian Church at Madison was
buill In 1872, and Ihe mill
erected in 1873. Bui previous to
this the Germans at Norfolk had
erected a church, and a mill
had also been constructed by
the Norfolk Mill Company.

The increase of the population
of (lie county had been very
rapid since Its first settlement
and homesteaders from older
states had flocked in bv scores,
and the best portions of the
county were occupied as early
as 1872.

The county In 1873 had grown
to five precincts by the addition
of Shell Creek and Schoolcraft.

At the fall election the follow-
ing county officers were elected
F. J. Hale, County Clerk; David
Young. Probate Judge; H. C.
Davis, Sheriff; W. A. Molden-
hauer, County Commissioner;
D. R. Daniel, Coroner; Jr. R.
Condon, Surveyor.

In the summer of 1874, J. D.
Hoover, Jr., settled at the town
of Battle Creek, which he had
surveyed the year previously,
and opened a store. The new
town at once became a
competitor for the county seat
of the county, and special

elections were called at once to
relocate the county seal; but all
failed. At the general election,
however, In 1875, the county
seat was located at Madison by
a returned majority of six votes
over BatUe Creek. This gave
rise to the litigation which is not
yet settled.

During the early fal l of 1875
the Constllullonal convention
submitted a new constitution
which was adopted by the
people, and from Ihe flrsl of
November of that year became
the supreme law of the stale. Al
Ihe general election In 1875 the
following county officers were
elected: S. H. Thatch, county
clerk: A. J. Thatch, Ireasurer:
J. K. P. McCallum, county
judge; John D. Hale, sheriff; G.
W. Honeysett, commissioner;
E. M. Squire, superintendent of
public Instruct ion; W.. S.
Osborn, coroner; Lawrence
Weltz surveyor. Madison county
has been represented In the
legislature by Dr. A. Bear In the

Senate, and by Hon. W. M.
Robertson In the lale
Constitutional Convention, the
politics of the county has never
been hitler or partizan. The
republ icans claim a small
majority, but Ihe democrals
think it is equally small If not
less.

Madison county at this wrll- ,
ing. July 3d, 1876, has popula-
tion of nearly 4,000 people and a
very tine prospect for an
abundant harvest this year. It
has two good water mills in
operation, Ihree lively and
energellc lowns, one of the best
machine shops In Ihe slate,
well-filled stores as can be
found west of the Missouri
River, one Independent news-
paper, the "Weekly Review,"
ably edited by T. M. Blakely,
five churches, and schools by
the score. With a prospect of a
railroad In the near future,
Madison Is the choice county In
the Elkhorn Valley for settlers
from abroad, and we Invite ,
Immigrants and capital from 'J
every sfals to come and fln<}
homes among us. |
Source: THE STAR .MAIL,
July 0,

"Be Americans. Lei there be no
sectionalism, no North, South,
East or West: You are all depen-
dent one on another and should
be one In union. In one word. b«
a nation: be Americans, and bo
true lo yourselves."

GtyO* WltMngton

Two-year old Danielle
Martens was all decked otil for
the Bicentennial celebration In
n 100-year old Mennonlte gown
and scarf f rom Lancaster
County In Pennsylvania. She Is
(lie daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Ilarlan Marlens.

M?.dison, NE
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UPCOMING EVENTS

! 8 t h Annual Nebraska
State Genealogical Society

Conference

May 5-6 1995
York, Nebraska
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"Glimpses of our Past" a Pictorial History of Dodge Co., ME by William E. Christensen was recently purchased
by Madison Co. Genealogical Society in memory of Ardith and Gary Logan. "Glimpses of our Past" is a 'picture
story' of early day Dodge County.

Included in the book is picture stories of Western trails across Dodge County; Dodge County Rivers and
Creeks; some early Dodge County Mills; Civil War Mementos; early railroads in Dodge County; founding of early
towns - Scribner, North Bend, Dodge, Uehling, Snyder, Hooper, Ames, Nickerson, Winslow and Swaburg.
Many pictures of early day activities and places such as Logan Creek Hall, early agricultural, Opera House and
Recreation, Barns, Schools and Churches, Logan Cemetery, early day fire department, Fremont Normal School
and Business College, Midland Lutheran College, early homes, early day businesses in Fremont and much more.

Our local Society members should visit our society library at 604 South 14th Street, Norfolk. Please call
371-2589 to let the Lyons know you are coming.

PASSPORTS - OVERLOOKED SOURCE
If your ancestor returned to the old country to visit, he needed a passport. , The
passport application gives birth information and personal description. For passports
through 1905, write to the Diplomatic Records Branch, National Archives, Room 5-E,
Washington, D.C. 20520. For passports after 1906 write to Passport Office, Department
of State, 1425 K St. N.W., Washington, D.C. 20520. Give the applicant's name, residence,
and the place and approximate date of applic.a;£|^ni There is a charge for this.

II.F. Missouri Genealogical Society, ria "The Illuainator,* Vol.-9? No. I > = - * !" '

•^

*****************************************
* *
* MADISON COUNTY GENEALOGY SOCIETY *
* P. O. Box 1031 *
* Norfolk, Nebraska 68702-1031 *
* *
*****************************************

$V«" *„„<>»

We would like to
wish you and
yours a very

Happy Holiday
Season & New
Year to come.

Elkhorn Valley Historical Soc
P. O. Box 1114
Norfolk, NE 68702-1114


