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FROM THE PRESIDENT'S DESK

Last November the Madison County Genealogical Society enjoyed a slide progr:
of England and Scotland. The slides were taken by Donald and Dorothy Monsor
while they traveled throughout part of the British Isles while visiting thei
son.

Our Society took a vacation the month of December and were busy with the mar
activities that take place during the Christmas season. On January 16th the
members and their spouse will dine out at the Golden Corral for our annual
Christmas party.

February's program will be "Preserving 0ld Photos and Newspaper Clippings,"
presented by Sandee Linde. In March we will have a travelogue of Ireland.
At April's program we will hear a tape "Trailing Families; Westward Migratic
Patterns in Family History."

May the remainder of this winter season be Pleasant and fulfilling for each
of you.

Sincerely,

Lottie Klein
We extend our sympathy to Don and Dorothy Monson on the death of his father
Elmer R. Monson, age 97.

We extend our congratulations to Jeanne Allison and Merle Rix who were
married November 25, 1995.
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Heroic Rescue Made in
Famous Blizzard of 1888

- (Ebitor's Nole—The following
story was taken from an ltem
submitted to us by Mry. Alta
M. Klerstead of Lincoln, who
fs a daughter of  Samuel
McKiver,)

Fach year something mew comes
(o Hyht that has to do with the old,
old story—the “Blizzard of 1888
A new hero, still unbheralded, new
forms of heroisin which had passed
by unnoticed are told. And  after
the mant of true herolsm these
dewds were done simply as a parl
of the routine of the life of the
pioneer with no thought of se II in
them.

The story ‘of how Samuel Mc-
Kiver of Plerce County saved &
life and a preat doal of stock Is
told. by his. daughter; Mrs, Ala
Kierstead fof Lincoln. The Me-
Kivers Evid on their farm (home-
stead) in the santhwest eorner of
Pierce counly, a hall mile north of
the Flkhom river, (boundarfy line
between Pierce amdl Madison coun-
ty) aml a mile west of the An.
telogee county line,

Thee stormn struck at  different
times In various parts of the state.
At the MeKiver farm it was be-
tween ten and eleven o'clock as
Mrs, Kierstead recalls it related
by her paremts and the ploneet
neighbors, She relates: &

My father was at the well (the
old windlass type) drawing water
for the stock, and my mother was
with him when the storm -struck.
They had taken me down to a
.neighbors, 2 quarter of a mile dis-
tapt apd left me to play with thelr
litthe girl, as & was very mild that
morning. It was so warm outside

that we little pirls did not sit In-

side to play with our dolls as one
would expect on nﬂd-.lanum days
of ‘ploneer times, but we played a
sort of hide-and-seck game out
lde around the comers of lhe
house— ,

My parents yere suddm!y nlarrn-
od at the rbaring and whistling
sounds of the wind. To the north-

west they could sce.what had the -
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_appearance of a great white shéet

swooping down belween two low |

ranges of hills through the draw
known as Dutch Hollow. In a few

minutes the stoim was upon them

—they were [rightened and hurried

" acrosy the neighbor's pasture to
. gct me and by the time they. arriv- |

find his way back to the sfanty. -

Fighting his way against the stirg-
ing blasts of the snow in the bitter
cold he kept close to the corn-row.
After awhile he came upon a horse
and a dog standing mute and mo-

tHonless with thelr heads down In '

the storm. He dismounted and be-

"gan to scarch for the rider of

horse. He soon found the little 'bo
covered with smow lying direct
under hIL'i faithful horse. As yet
he was unharmed hut it would:

"+ have been only a short time untll

ed they had declded that they
would have to ‘get back home

against the wind witHout trying to
carry me, so I was left with my
little friend while they tumed -

their attention tbw
‘back to thelr stock. -

gettlns

My mother got a hol di.nner-'
ready, after which my father got.
“Dld Kate” and went

on a horse,
out into the storm to try to round

up his horses and cattle which he

had turned out to graze on the
open range, His horse floundered
through the snow which was piling
higher all .the time. It was so fine
and blinding that it was Impossible
to sce which way they were go

but it was as bad bchind him so

there seemed nothing to do but go-

on. Alter awhile he was startled
by the sounds of screams—he guld-
ed his horse toward the direction
from which they were coming and
found himself by an old abandoned

sod shanty from which the sounds -

came. He dismounted from his
horse and forced the door of the

shanty open, when he found. a .

nelghbor, Chafles Rautenberg, in-
side in an exhausted condition, Mr,
Rautenberg had béen looking for
his son, 10-year old Charley Rau-

'_!ai:terg who was caught with his
‘porty  somewhere In the raging

storm outside, and had stumbled

to the shanly using what strength

e had lelt to utter loud screams

ln the hope of nt!ractlng the child
to the shanty.

Mr. McKiver did not take ime lo

think of danger—there was need
it.

for immediate action a.nd he lopk

. 'As soon as Mr. McKiver heard
:Mr. Raulenbergs' story he Immed-
fately set out in search of the lost
boy. e gulded his horse along a’

rol of corn (the Held was close to

the shanly) so that he could keep
hls-_dlrectiom. n.nd thus be able to

—-]15-

the child would have lost conscious-
ness and [rozen to death,

" Mrs. Kierstead continues: | “My.
father picked the little boy .up from
the drifts and placed him upon the
horse. directing him to follow a
long the com row. The dog follow
ed directly behind the horse of his
master and after awhile they all
pol back to the shanly where they
fourd Mr. Raulenberg wailing for
them, anxlously,

Mr. McKiver then helped - Mr.
Rautenbery to get started, and to-
pether they fought thelr way,
through the storm to the Raulen-
berg home, The cxposure from the
cold and the great fright over the
-safely ol his boy had so overcome
Mr. Rautenberg that he had to
crawl imo the house and across
the floor—he was sick afterwards.
After that my father went home on
old” Kate, but he had to give up
looking for the stock that night
-as # was growing so dark and the
storm was raging so furiously."”

The saving of the lfe of little
Charley Rautenberg was the "high-
polnt of service which Mr. McKiv-
er was able to perform during the
storm but on the following day
many colorful things added to the
havoc of the storm's bitler attack.
The loss of livestock was heavy
throughout the state, but in this

Mr. McKiver was enabled to do

many helplul “things for the sur-
rounding territory in the care of
slock, Mrs. Klerstoad describes the
next day's activities, as follows:
“The next moming it was clear
and bitler cold. The snow was pac-
ked In hard frozen drifts that crea-
ked under your feet when you
" ‘walked. Pcople were out trying to
round up thelr stock. A great herd

of whiteface catlle came from the
northern.

Crystal Lake ranth in the
‘part of Picrce counly: they had
driflted southward . vdlh the storm,
and many of them did not stop
unul they struck the Elkhorn riur
o the south.” -
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As Mrs. Kierstead describes this:
her father was able to be of assis-
tance in the preservation. of the
stock through a simple wayv—it
only needed o be thought of . “Hard
balls of ice were frozen over their
eyves and icicles hung from their
nostrils and snow was packed in-
to their hides. My father knocked
the ice from their eves and nos-
trils by the dozen, After the ani-
mals could see they had® sense
enough 1o find their way back to
their own homes.”

After Mr. McKiver administered
this service to the cattle he con
tnued to scach for his own stock.
While looking for his own herd
he came upon a bunch of horses
belonging to his neighbor, Dick
lee; they were huddled together
in'a gully, their eyes covered with
balls of ice and their nostrils were
stopped with ice. Onc by one he
knocked the ice from their eyes
and nostrils. “I can still remember
them tearing past our house with
their manes flying as they ran
towards home, as my mother and
I looked out the window. (My
father had brousht me home).
Battle Creek Enterprise
Battle Creek, NE 19 Dec
1968

Thursday, Jan. 8, 1948
Isssue of Tilden Citizen

Mel Whitwer-
Tells About
1888 Blizzard

Local Man Writes Article
For Book Published On
Experiences In Great Storm

A book was publishad recently
containing the varlous experiences
of residents in this section of the
country during the blizzard of 1888.
The volume, entitled, “In All Its
Fury”, tells many vivid tales of
the terrible snow stormr 60 years
ago on January 12th. An account
given by Mel Whitwer and pub-
lished in this book appears below.

“I was ten years old and was in
school In district No. 34, two and
a- half miles west of Tilden, which
was then called Burnett We no-
ticed the big black clouds as they
first ‘came up out of the north-
west and I remember how awfully
hard the wind blew, and how quick-

ly it came.

“Our home was a mile northeast
of the schoolhouse and when my
father, Bernard Whitwer, saw it
was going to be a bad blizzard he
walked to school with what extra
clothes he could carry for us chil-

2ble to come with a team since
the snow was blowing so badly.
Miss Anna Colter was teacher then
and had just come from New York
state that fall, so my father knew
she had had no experience with
Nebraska blizzards. He came to
the schoolhouse before time for
dicmissal and told Miss Colter to
write on the blackhoard that she
and all the children were going
to” our house. Then he told us to
get into our coats as soon as pos-
sible. It was then three o'clock

. and the storm Wwas getting more

severe. :

“My father and the teacher started
out in the lead and lold us all
to stay cloce together and follow
as close as we could and not get
separated from one another as a
person could hardly see, on ac-
count of the -blinding - snow. *

“When we got nearly to our
house we met my uncle, Pete
Whitwer, with a team and sled.
He lived north of us and had come
by to gét my father to go .with
him to the schoolhouse. When he
turned around to start back home
the wind blew the box off the
bobsled. But he and his children
got home safely and all the rest
of the school children stayed at
our house that night and part of
the next day. =

“Most of the pupils were small
and if the teacher had dismissed
echool as usual there Is no doubt
some of them would have been
lost and frozen to death. We got
plenty of frostbites as it was.

“Miss Colter often said afterward

dren. He did not think it advis-

that she had no idea a storm could
be so severe”. :

CHECKLIST FOR OBITUARIES

According to the American Family Records Association

this list of items should be included in obituaries. They
make obituaries more helpful to persons researching
family records. They need not appear as listed but should
be included.

1.

2

Name of deceased, preferably full name (first, middle
and last) and any nicknames.

Date of death by month and day, including year so
when the clipping is cut from the newspaper the
date is not lost.

Address of deceased's last place of residence.
Places of previous residences.

Place of death, hospital, residence, highway, city or
other identifiable location, state.

Place, date and time of funeral service.
minister, if any.

Visitation time and date, if held, and place.
Name of cemetery where deceased is to be buried,
or other disposition of remains.

Date of birth, city, county, state, country (if different
than where died).

Name of parents, including maiden name of mother.

MCGS - 17 - 66
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10.
11.
12,
13.

14.

Name of spouse (with maiden name if female).
Date and place of marriage if any.

Church and organizations of which deceased was a
member and offices held.

Occupations of deceased and employer, if any, and
offices held.

Survivors: Children, including name and place of
residence, name of spouse; brothers and sisters,
including place of residence, name of spouse.
Parents, numbers of grandchildren {(may be named).
Statement of those preceding deceased in death;
include names of children, brothers and sisters.

Name of funeral home. In some cases, a classified
placed under "Deaths and
Funerals”, depending on newspaper.

Preference for memorial contributions in lieu of
flowers if desired.

15.
16. Names of pallbearers.
17.
advertisement is
Name of
18.

Editor’s Note: The above list has been adapted from an article
that appeared in the Chickasaw CountyGenealogical Society
Newsleter,Summer 1991, which credited the Northwest lowa
Root Diggers.Vol.12, No.2 and Broken Mts. G.S. Vol. 10,#2
and is via Leafy Branche Vol. 32:2 (1995)

Prairie Pioneers Gen. Soc. Grand Island, ' =-
Oct. 95
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A victim in Plainview, Neb.

~ Blizzard of 1888 was a

' By MERCER CROSS
Natlonal Geographic News Service

. WASHINGTON — A century later,
. people still talk about the Great Bliz-
zard of 1888, the calaclysmic slorm
that struck’ the East Coast from
. Malne to Maryland, taking more than
. 400 lives and causing damafe thal
would have tolaled billions in today's

- dollars. i
The unpredicted March blizzard,
caused by the dramatle collision of
two massive weather fronts, affected
one-foyrth of the nation's population

- and cut off many of ils largest cities, -

« Including New York, Boston, Phila-
. delphia, and Washington. -

One of the first comprehensive re-

: porls on the causes and effects of the

gi%antic storm was published In the

original issue of Nalional Geographic

., magazine in Oclober 1888. Accompa-

.nled by colored meleorological

-charls, the arlicle combined scien-

tific explanalion with dramatic ac-

counts* of a few of the 200 vessels
blown ashore, sunk, damaged, or
abandoned.

. BECAUSE OF ils size and the fe-

.rocity with which the storm hit it, .

.New York City was the cenler of at-
tention. About 200 people died lhere
alone. Legends of bravery and trag-
edy slarled growing before the 30-
J[oot snowdrifls had melted.
. Usually overlooked, however, Is an-
olher devaslaling blizzard that pre-
~ceded the easlern one by two months
~In a broad ared of lhe Midwest,
laying low thousands of homestead-
rers, One estimate of the death toll is
~109, but others believe thal count Is
-low because of the area’s widely scal-
-tered population and scant commu-
- nications. g

The January 1888 storm is some-
limes called the *‘schoolchildren’s
blizzard.” It struck so suddenly Lhat
numerous children and their leachers
were stranded overnighl in bleak
schoolhouses in, for example, Ne-
braska and the Dakota Terrilory.

The midweslerners have their own
brand of blizzard legends of heroism
and ol death by freezing. Many of the
stories involve leacchers and puplls.

MCGS .- 17 - 66

‘400-year storm’

IN NEBRASKA, one of the best-re-
membered herolnes was a feen-age
teacher named Minnie May Free-
man. When the wind ripped a hole in
the roof ol her sod schoolhouse al
Ord, she herded her 16 charges, [rost-
bitten but safe, to her nearby board-
ing house.

Lois May Royce,. a- leacher at
Plainview, Neb,, wasn't so [orlunale,
Altempting lo lead her three small
pur[ls 200 yards lo her dwelling, she
got lost In the blinding snow. The
three children died. Both of Miss
Royce's [rozen [eel had to be ampu-
laled, and one arm was permanently
disabled. :

In New York Cily, perhaps lhe
most [amous blizzard viclim was
Roscoe Conkling, lawyer, former
U.S. senator, and prospective presi-
dential candidate, - .

Unable o gel a taxi, the 58-year-old
Conkling set out on fool from his Wall
Street olfice lor his club on 25th
Street. It look him three hours lo
shoulder his way through the drifts.
Arriving at the club, he crashed ex-
hausted to lhe floor of ils entrance.
As a result of his ordeal, he developed

neumonia and mastoiditis and died
he next month,

Bolh of the immense slorms caught
large sections of Liie Uniled Stales un-

; aware. Bolh followed mild wealher,

leaving people unprepared for the
sudden; violent change. More than 30
years would pass belore commercial
iradiu would broadcast slorm warn-
ngs.

“I DON'T KNOW Lhal we would
have automalically predicted Lhe
blizzard of '88 any beller,”" says
Murr? Mitchell of McLean, Va, a
relired climalologist for the federal
government. Even modern forccast-
ers, with vastly more sophisticated
equipment, .occasionally can be
fooled, he admits.

Many of the places affected by the
1888 storms have recorded deeper
snow, colder winds, and lower tem-
peratures. Bul what ‘made bolh of
these blizzards hisloric was the In-
lense combinalion of those three el-
ements.

-17-

One experl has wrilten that hydro-
logists would describe Lhe 1888 east-
ern blizzard as a '400-year storm,"” a
meteorological event of such magni-
tude that it could be expecled lo
occur on the average of once every
four centuries. Others have called it a
“100-year slorm.” The same lerms
would apply Lo the weslern blizzard.

That doesn't necessarily mean
we're due [or a repeal performance.
Weather comes In clusters,” Mitch-
ell says. “It's nol uncommon lo (ind
Lwo extreme evenls coming within a
few days or weeks or years of each
olher.,”

THE GREAT Blizzard of the Easl
bequeathed some lasting benefils. An
unknown number of New Yorkers
found themselves stranded aboard
windblown elevaled lrains. Their
plight helped lead Lo the construction
ol subways there and In olher cilies.

Telephone and lelegraph poles
loppled like lenpins during the easl-
ern howler, culling off President
Cleveland and everybody else in the
nalion's capital from oulside commu-
nication. As a result, many cables
have since been buried underground.

Forever elched on the memories of
survivors, bolh 1888 blizzards in-
spired the organization of blizzard
clubs [or lhe purpose of swapping re-
miniscences. Alter galhering regu-
larly since 1927, the New York City
group ceased meeling in 1973.

Al the Universily of Nebraska In
Lincoln, the January 12th 1888 Bliz-
zard Club, organized in 1940, held ils
final meeting recently. With all its
survivors gone, it depends on lheir
descendants and hislory bufls for its
sparse annual allendance.

But devolees aren't giving up. One
descendanl says she hopes the meet-
ings will continue under a new name:
the 1949 Blizzard Club. That was the
winter of another dandy slorm, one
worlhy of ils own reminiscences.

Source unknown
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- Blizzard of ’88 memories
told on 105th anniversary

To mark Tuesday as the 105th an-
niversary of the blizzard of 1888, it
seems only appropriate that severe
winter weather has struck North-
east Nebraska..

A Norfolk man has provided an
account of the 1888 blizzard, thanks
to the recollections of his late
father.

Tom Carraher of Norfolk said his
father, Frank, who lived at Peters-
burg at the time, was 15 years old
when the storm hit and walked two
miles in the midst of it to return to
the family home. '

In 1942, Frank Carraher was
business manager of the Pelers-
burg Index newspaper and wrole
about his experiences. The article
was reprinted in 1963 when Tom
Carraher was publishing the Pe-
tersburg Press.

The younger Carraher later
served as assoclate dean of com-
munity services at Northeast Com-
munity College In Norfolk until re-
tiring in recent years. He remains
active as an adjunct teacher for
Northeast and Wayne State College
and advises on legal matters as
needed. ™

The blizard of '88 remains as one
of the worst storms to ever hit the
Midwest,

FOLLOWING IS Is Frank Car-
raher's story about the storm and
Il:ow it affected Northeast Nebras-

a:

""At the date of this now famous
blizzard, | was living with my par-
ents on a farm localed 10 miles due
west of Madison, My brother Mark
and sister Eustochium and 1 were
attending school at what was called
the lowa Valley School, located a
mile south and three-quarters of a
mile west of our home,

“On the morning of that never-to-
be-forgotten day, the weather was
warm as [ remember {t, and I
recall that at the afternoon recess
while we were all out of school
playing, it began to snow, coming
down in big soft flakes,

“That was about 3 o'clock. We
were all shouting and laughing and
having a fine time when one of our
nelghbors eame up to the school
door on horseback and told the tea-
cher there was a bad blizzard
coming and that he had better dis-
miss school.

. “1 remember the man was Cy
Barnes, an old man with a gray
beard and a typical Yankee accent.
He was an oldtimer in the commu-

Source Norfolk Daily
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nity even then, but how he ever
knew there was a storm approach-
ing I have never been able to tell.

"He certalnlf proved a good pro-
phet, because less than 30 minutes
afterward, the wind shifted to the
northwest and soon reached a gale.
It got much colder and those big
fakes of snow turned to powder
making It difficult to breathe and
almost impossible to see.

"THE TEACHER dismlssed
school at once, and by having the
children all take hold of hands, with
himself in the center, they man-
aged to get to a house not far from
the school where they stayed all
night and until the storm {was over.

“As for myself, there was 'no
place like home' for me, storm or

- o storm. Not realizing the danger,
. L headed for home nearly two miles
-away.

“Fortunately, I didn't get rattled

. and planned the route [ was to take
.In advance, followin
+and fire guards. I recall that I could
_see only about 10 feet or less ahead
-of me and the blinding snow kept
.melting on my forehead and run-

corn rows

ning down into my eyes.
“I was lucky enough to have a
Euod palr of dogskin mitts that 1

-had made myself, and I took my
. slate along and held it up in front of

my face. That helped a lot.

“You can be sure my parents
were overjoyed when I opened the
door and they knew that I was all
right and that brother and sister
were safe at the neighbor’s.

“The storm lasted all night, but
next morning the sun was shining
and of course, it was very cold. The
snow wag drifted high around the
house and barns.

“A DAY OR TWO after the
storm, one of our neighbors, a Bo-
hemian by the name of Veci:, was
found frozen to death lying in the
road a mile south of our home.

“He was found face down, evi-
dently just as he had [allen ex-

hausted, with his face on his hands .

and his elbows sticking out. I re-
member that the neighbors madea
special coffin to bury him in the po-
sition he was In when found.

**This poor man was herding hls
cattle in the corn stalks and when
the storm struck, the cattle ran
with it and he tried to follow them
. . . and never returned,

My sister Alice (later Mrs,
Mike O'Brien of the Akron and
Spalding area) was teaching school

News 13 Jan 1993
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it's Nebraska and the snow Is falling, but at least it Isn'l the
“Blizzard of '88." Here Dave Hulsman chips al packed

snow and Ice In the driveway of the Bob Willett home al

508 N. 13th St., on Monday.

near St. Bernard in Platte County
about 10 miles from our home.
When the storm struck there, she
bad the good judgment to call the
children all into the schoolhouse
and there she kept them all night.

“She had them all put on their
wraps and even then It was none
too warm In the little building.
After the blizzard the next day,

January

some of the men managed to get
there on horseback bringing lunch-
es.

“There was greal rejolcing In the
homes of that district when the par-
ents learned that none of thelr chil-
dren had suffered any harm from
one of the worst, if not the -
worst blizzard that ever struck _-
state of Nebraska."

1996 - 2nd Quarter
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Fanuly Folklore

Interviewing Guide
.
anl
Questionnaire

Folklife Program
Oflice of American and Polklife Studies
Smithsonian Institution

For sale by the Superintendent of Doenments, 1.8, Government P'rinting Offiee
Washington, D.C. 20402

CERERAARARSRRARTENN

During the past three vears the staff members of the Smithsonian Tnstitution’s
Family Folklore Project have interviewed hundreds of persons about their family
folklore. To prepare for these interviews we drew upon our academic Backgrounds
in folklore and American studies and upon our personal backgrounds as members
of families. In addition, we reviewed the major instruction guides in gencalogy,
oral history, family history, and folklore fieldwork. Although these publications
were all helpful in some way, no single bank was completely adequale since Family
folklore combines aspects of all the above disciplines. Over time we have developed
guidelines and questions that have pmvm'l successful Tor us; we hope that the
following suggestions will be helpful to anyone who wishes to collect the (olklore
of his or her own family.

Before you begin:

Family folklore is nat static, 1t exists only as part of the day to day living of a
family. To separate it from this natural context would be to rob it of its vitalily
and its existence as folklore; the material thus gathered would hecome simply a
report abont family lolklore and not a collection of family folklore. 1t s essential
to remember that the story itself is as important as the information it conveys.
This is the essential distinction between family folklore and the closely related
disciplines of genealogy and family history. The following suggestions are designed
to help you focus on these folkloric aspects of your family’s past.

A word of warning. Because family folklore exists only within the context of «
living family, it is constantly evolving. Each generation will forget or alter the
lore that it has received; on the other hand, that same generation will add new verbal
lore and new traditions. This creative aspect of family folklore affects the researcher
in two ways. First, no matter how hard you try, you will never record the entire
body of your family's folklare since there will never be a moment in which it will
be totally static. Don't despair. Record what you can and encourage other family
members to do the same. Just think of collecting family folklore as a pastime
for which you have an infinite supply of raw material close at hand. The second
way in which the creative aspect of family folklore affects the researcher is in his
time orientation. The family folklorist cannat be so absorbed with preserving the
past that he neglects to record the present. Keep your eyes, cars, and mind open.
A tradition does not have to be old to be worth recording. In fact, a good part of any
family's tradition is ephemeral and may ot last long enough to pass from one
generation to another. Collecting family folklore is one case in which too much is
better than too little. Tapes can be edited and transcripts can be discarded, but
the tradition, story or expression that you neglect to record today may exist only
in memory next week.

As self-appointed family folklorist you now have two tasks ahead of you; to
learn your family's folklore and to record it for others to enjoy.
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The equipment:

Nole-taking and tape recording are the usual means of recording family lolk-
lore, The tape recorder is the means of choice. Writing during an interview or
family event has a number of disadvantages. Most people find note-taking to he
both tedious and difficult. 1t is hard to maintain a conversation or participate
actively in the ongoing activities. Visual contact is lost. A complete, accurate
account of the story—especially il it is long and detailed—is difficult to obtain.
Although the words may be written down, the subtleties of the perfmm:mce are
inevitably lost,

Although both you and your informant might be uncasy and uncomfortable
with a tape recorder, you will soon become accustomed to its presence. A small
casselte machine with i built-in omni-directional microphone will give the best
results. It is casy to usé and so inconspicuous that its presence will soon be
forgotten. A nincty minute cassette (forty-five minutes per side) is a good choice
since it is cconomical, unlikely to tangle, and long enough to record substantial
scgments of an interview without interruption.

The microphone should be played so that all voices, including yours, can be
picked up. Run a test before you begin the actual interview and adjust the machine
accordingly. The end of a two-hour interview is no time to discover that you've
forgotten to push the record button or that the volume control was incorrectly
adjusted ! Read carefully any instructions that come with the particular tape recorder
that you are using,

As far as possible all extraneous noise should be eliminated. Turn off the radio,
close the window, move away from the window fan. A few minutes spent finding
the proper spot for the tape recorder can save you many hours when it comes time
to transcribe the interview and you struggle to distinguish grandma's voice from
the roar of a passing airplane. The recorder should alsa be placed where it will
not be disturbed during the interview and where you will have easy access to it
when it becomes necessary to change tapes.

Although not as essential as a tape recorder, a camera is a useful piece of
equipment. It provides a visual record of the interview and the informant. It can
also be used to copy any dncumentnr}' records that the informant might offer, such
as photographs or scrapbooks.

The people:

Who should you start with? Your oldest relative? The one you feel most at
ease with? No. The place to begin is with yoursell. You are just as much a bearer
of your family's traditions as any member of your family. Use yourself as an
informant and ask yourself the questions that follow on pages 6-8. You may
be surprised at how much you know about some areas and how little about others.
It is very likely that you will know more about one side of the family than
another, for instance. Use your answers as a starting point for questioning other
family members. The best questions come from a well-informed person. Once you

have collected family folklore from yourself, try to remember family structure.
Who are your relatives? Which ones are most likely to have information and be
willing to share it? Who gets along with whom? What topics are likely to be
sensitive? These are all essential questions that you can begin to answer yourself.

The first outside person that you interview should be someone with whom you
feel very comfortable. Inlerviewing is not easy and you would do well to get
your introduction to it in the presence of a friendly face. A parent or sibling
might be a good choice. Young children often have great success with grandparents.

As you continue your interviewing you will pick up clues that will help you
find potential narrators: "You should talk to Uncle Joe about that,” or “Aunt
Jane is a much better storyteller than I am.” Whenever possible ask directly for
sources: "Can you tell me who might know more about that?” As you become more
and more involved with the search you will meet relatives that you never even knew
you had! Don't neglect non-relatives, either. Your grandfather's best friend may
be able to tell you things about him that no family member would know. Don't
overlook other members of the houschold who were not relatives, such as nursemaids
ar long-term boarders. Try not to be misled by terms of address. Aunt, uncle, sister,
brother and cousin are especially troublesome words since they can indicate respect,
affection and brotherhood as easily as blood or marriage relationships. And although
they won't be much help as sources of information on family folklore, don't forget
family pets since they can frequently be found as characters in family stories.

The interview.

The most productive family folklore interviews are those that take place in a
natural context for the reasons explained at the beginning of this guide: family
folklore is a living part of a family and cannot be successfully separated from the
everyday activities of that family. This can present problems since it will be
impossible for you to be present during every naturally occurring folkloric event.
You should make use of such opportunities whenever possible, however. Some
common natural contexts are family dinners, picnics, reunions and holidays. These
arc the times at which families would Lell stories whether or not you are there with
your tape recorder. Under these circumstances you will probably not even have to
conduct an interview—just adjust the recorder, relax, and participate as you ordinarily
would.

If no spontancous natural context seems to be available you will have to rely on
what is called an induced natural context. The distinction is straightforward. Instead
of waiting for a family dinner to occur in the normal course of events, you initiate
onec. This approach has the added advantage of giving you a degree of control
over the situation. For example, you can invite specific relatives who interact well
with each other. Try serving foods that you know will bring back memories from
the past.

The group interview context, whether natural or induced, has one major character-
istic that makes it extremely fruitful. The interaction that occurs as a matter of
course serves to spark the memories of the participants. One story leads into another,
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one interpretation elicits cries of “but that's not really the way it happened at all!"
The end result of such an interview will differ greatly from private interviews with
the same relatives.

Private interviews can also be either natural or induced. If grandma begins to
talk to you about her joucney to this country while you are washing the supper
dishes, fine—unfortunately, you probably won't be prepared with a tape recorder.
If you wish to privately interview a relative, try not to do so under formal circum-
stances. Suggest some activity that will allow you to maintain a conversation easily
but will help keep the session natutal and low key—going for a walk, sewing,
baking. If you know beforchand that a particular activity is usually a time for
storytelling, schedule your interview to coincide with that event. Familiar surround-
ings and routine activities will also help to distract the informant from the fact that
he or she is being interviewed and will lessen the unsettling impact of the tape
recorder.

Every interview that you do will be unique. The questions on pages 6-8 will
supply some uniformity, although you will probably be selective in using them.
The following brief suggestions should be helpful in most circumstances.  »

1. Ask evocative questions. Nothing can kill an interview faster than a long series
of questions Lhat require only yes or no as answers.

2. Face up to the fact that there will be some information that yox will not get.
You may be the wrong sex or age. A relative may simply not trust you with sensitive
data. If you feel you must have the missing material you may be able to solicit the
help of another relative or friend as an interviewer.

3. Be aware that role switching will occur. Rather than being just a.son or daughter
you are becoming an interrogator. Both you and your informant may feel uncasy in
these new roles. A low key approach in a natural setting should help relieve some
of the discomfort.

4. Show interest. Encourage your informants as much as possible. Interject remarks
whenever appropriate. Take an active part in the conversation without dominating it.
Learn to be a good listener as well as a good questioner.

5. Know what questions you want to ask, but don’t be afraid to let your informant
go off on a tangent. He or she might just touch on subjects of interest that you
never thought to ask about.

6. Never turn off the tape recorder unless asked to. Not only does it break the
conversation, such action suggests that you think some of your informant's material
is not worth recording.

7. Use props whenever possible. Documents, letters, photo albums, scrapbooks,
home movies and other family heirlooms can all be profitably used to stimulate
memories,

8. Be sensitive to the needs of family members. Schedule your sessions at 4 convenient
time. Older people tire easily; cut the interview off at the first sign of fatigue. Don't

ro slight family members who show interest in your project. Interview them, even

=
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if you have reason to believe their material will be of minimal value. Each interview

should be a pleasant and rewarding experience for all parties involved.,

9. If possible, prepare some sort of written report for the family as a tangible
result of their participation. Remember to save all of your tapes, notes and any
other documentation that you have accumulated (and you will!). Label everything
with names, dates and places. Ideally, all tapes should be indexed and transcribed.
You will be mare conscientious about documentation if you place yourself in the
position of your great-grandchild who, many decades in the future, will be using
your project as a source for his reconstruction.

question of ethics:
A question of ethics .

Most of your relatives will be delighted by your new found interest in collecting
family folklore. Some will undoubtably wonder if you've gone slightly mad. Unfortu-
nately, a few may be uncooperative and even hostile. Because of the personal
nature of the folklore that you will be collecting, you should be very careful to
protect the privacy and rights of all family members. Be honest about your intent
from the very beginning. Explain your reasons for doing the research. Is it 4 school
assignment? Do you simply want to learn more about your family? Do you plan to
publish your findings? The ultimate disposition of the collection may affect their
willingness to talk about certain subjects.

You may find it difficult to explain what family folklore is and why you want
to record it. Your relatives will most likely equate your research with genealogy and
family history. No harm will be done if you explain your rescarch in those terms
since the areas are so interrelated.

Don't make promises you can't or don't intend to keep. If you say that you will
erase part of a tape, do so, even if it means losing some important information.
Respect confidences and privacy. Let your informants see anything that will be
published before it is too late to alter the manuscript. The intimate nature of family
folklore places burdens on the researcher that are restrictive and sometimes frus-
trating. Fortunately, the bulk of your collection will be non-controversial. One last
ground rule: Never, under any circumstance, record secretly. There is never any
justification for such dishonesty. Such behavior can only result in bad feclings
within the family.

In conclusion:

Please do not be discouraged by all the do’s and don't's that we have outlined
in these pages. Once you have begun collecting your own family’s folklore you will
realize that the guidelines are based on common sense and lots of practice. Vary
them to suit your own family circumstances. Improve them with our blessing and
encouragement. And above all, enjoy yourself, your family and your folklore.

A Possible Questionnaire:

Every family is unique. Every folklore ficldworker has his or her own special
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interests and siyle of interviewing. Because of this diversity, we feel strongle that
no single sct of questions will successfully elicit family (olklore from all familics.
The most uselul questions will be those that you develop through your knowledge
of yoursel{ and vour family. For your initial ctforts you may find the following list
of qncstinns l:tlpftﬂ. Tust remember that they are meant to be sugpestive, nol
absolute, Pick and choose among them as you see fit. By all means change the
wording to suit your own siluation and personality,

1. What de vou know about yeur family surname? Tts origin? Tts meaning? Did
it undergo change coming from the Old Country to the United Stales? Are there
stories aboul the change?

2. Are there any traditional first names, middie names or nicknames in your family?
Is there a naming tradition, such as always giving the Arstborn son the name of
his paternal grandfather?

3. Can you sort out the traditions in your current family according to the branches
of the larger family (rom which they have come? Does the overall tradition of a
specific grandparent seem to be dominant?

4. What stories have come down to vou about vour parents? Grandparents? Morce
distant ancestors? How have these relatives described their lives to you? YWhat
have you learncd from them about their childhood, adolescence, schooling, marriage,
work, religion, political activity, recreation? Are they anxious or reluctant to discuss
the past? Do tlicir memasies tend to cluster about certain topics or time periods and
avoid others? Are there certain things in your family history that you would like
to know, but no one will tell you? Do various relatives tell the same stories in
different ways? How do these versions differ?

5. Do you have a noterious or infamous character in your family’s past? Do you
relish stories about him /her? Do you feel that the infamy of the ancestor may have
grown as stories passed down about him/her have been elaborated ? Would you
like to think yeur ancestors were pirates even though down deep you know that
they were honest, hard-working people?

6. How did your parents, gr:lmlpnrents, and other relatives, come to meet and
marry? Arc there family stories of lost love, jilted brides, unusual courtships,
arranged marriages, clopements, runaway lovers?

7. Have any historical events affected your family? For example, how did your
family survive the Depression? Did conflict over some national event such as the
Civil War or Vietnam cause a serious break in family relationships?

8. Arc there any stories in your family about how a great fortune was lost or
almost (but not quite) made? Do you believe them? Are these incidents laughed
about or deeply regretted? If a fortune was made, who was responsible and how
was it achieved ?

9. What expressions are used in your family ? Did they come from specific incidents?
Arc there stories which explain their origin? Is a particular member of the family
especially adept at creating expressions?

10. How are holidays celcbrated in your family? What holidays are most
important—national, religious or family? What innovations has your family made
in holiday celebrations? Has your family created entirely new holidays?

11. Does your family hold reunions? How often? When? Where? Who is invited ?
Who comes? Who are the organizers and hosts? What occurs during the reunion?
Are there traditional foods, customs, activities? Are stories and photographs ex-
changed? Arc records (oral, written, visual) kept? By whom?

12. Have any recipes been preserved in your family from past generations? What
was their origin? How were they passed down—by word of mouth, by observation,
by written recipes? Are they still in use today? When? By whom? Does grand-
mother's apple pie taste as good now that it's made by her granddaughter?

13. What other people (friends, household help, etc.) have been iﬁcorpor:l{ed into
your family? When? Why? Were these people given family title such as aunt or
cousin? Did they participate fully in family activities?

14, Is there a family cemetery or burial plot? Who is buried with whom? Why?
Who makes burial place decisions? If there are grave markers, what type of informa-
tion is recorded on them?

15. Doces your family have any heirlooms, objects of sentimental or monetary value
that have been handed down? What are they? Are there stories connected with
them? Do you know their origin and line of passage through the generations?
If they pass to you, will you continue the tradition, sell the objects, or give them
to museums?

16. Does your family- have photo albums, scrapbooks, slides, home movies? Who
created them? Whose pictures are contained in them? Whose responsibility is their
upkeep? When are they displayed? To whom? Are they specially arranged and
edited? Does their appearance elicit commentary? What kind? By whom? Is the
showing of these images a happy occasion?

Written by:

Holly-Cutting Baker and Amy Kotkin, Smithsonian Institution
Margaret Yocom, George Mason University
Program Coordinator:

Steven Zeitlin, Smithsonian Institution

The 100 page book, FAMILY FOLKLORE, « collection and discussion
of family storvies, expressions, traditions, photographs and memorabilia,
ir available by writing to: Folklife Programs, L'Enfant 2100, Smithsonian
Institntion, Washington, D.C. 20560. The cost is $3.00. Please make
check payable 1o the Smithsonian Institution.

Portions of this publication are reprinted with the permission of the Maryland Arts
Council Folklife Program in whose model course outline entitled, Family Folklore
(© 1976) they first appeared.

U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1986-0-495-398



_ _ Tips & Tricks
WARNIING: Some Albums Hazardous to Pholos

by
Peg Mcier ‘

The old family scrapbook, the kind Grandima used o put together, is still the best way (o
preserve piclures. You remember — the type of album with pholographs secured by those little
photo corners, with birthday cards and toddlers” drawings pasted right in. Wilh noles wrillen ln_luw
the pictures, telling who's who at the family reunion.

The most popular type of pholo album— the “magnelic” kind with pages of plastic thal lay
over the photos—-is very hazardous lo photos. It has no magnets, bul its cardboard pages grip photos
on a sticky adhesive coaling covered by a layer of plastic which is peeled back to position the photos.
This kind of album causes rapid fading and discoloration. The plastic "eals” the pholos.

Also destructive are imported photo albums with slip-in pockel pages. Chernicals in these
pages can completely fade a photograph in three o [ive years. Some slip-in lypes are relatively safe
but they tend lo be expensive and the formal may nol accept different size pholos or permil altractive
display of both vertical and horizonlal prints.

Actually, the family that has stuffed pholos in a shoe box or dresser drawer is one step ahead of
those who have carefully arranged pholos in “magnelic” albuimms. Anyone with magnelic albums is
advised lo remove the pholos—the sooner the better. If the pholos have already begun Lo stick o the
plaslic, il can be tricky lo remove them.

Photography professionals say many albums sold or given away are so chemically harmful (o
photos they should carry a label reading “WARNING! The Archive General has delermined PVC and
magnelic pages are hazardous to your heritage!”

Archival qualily malterials from Light Impressions of Rochester, NY and Universily Products of
Holyoke, MA are recommended because these companies go Lo extra lengths Lo be sure their materials
are kind to pholos.

All color photos will fade in time, but some will deteriorate more quickly than others. Color
prints, cven if slored in the dark, will begin o fade in eight lo len years. The decay process will be
faster if they are exposed o fluoresccent light or sunlight. .

Custom color prinls made by the Cibachrome process can be expecled to last about 100 years.
Color slides generally promise a lile span of 50 years and Kodak says its Kodachrome slide film can
last up to 90 years. Flere are some lips for people inlerested in beginning scrapbooks:

B Buy a scrapbook with smooth white paper (colored paper and rough textures tend to have photo-
destroying acids).

®  Usc rubber cement to glue in items, but check the label on the bottle. Look for “Excellent for

mounting photos.” Watch vut for Do not use for photos “(Uat kind of honesty in packaging does

nol extend to plastic slip-in photo sheets. Some which claim Lo be [ree of PVC s are still harmiful to

photos).”

Arrange the pholos and mementos in chronological order.

Date the photos or guess aboul when they were laken.

Label all the people.

Write in the book, not on the photo (ink harms lhe photo).

Don’t include every photo you take.
Include black and white photos. At least once a year, shoot a roll of black and white film.

Those negalives will last many genenllons longer than color, all of which will eventually fade
Lo nothing.

® Don’t cut Polaroid prints.

(Excerpted from article in Minneapolis Star Tribune via Fulton Co. (IN) Folk Finder. Submitted by Rose
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Editor's Note: :
This afternoon my friencly mailman brought me a copy of the LIGHT IMPRESSIONS calalog |

mentioned in the above article, and I am impressed with all of the special boxes, albuwms and other
items a good genealogist probably needs. [ am sure that if you need it — this is where you are
probably going to find it! In my opinion, the prices for these specialty items seemed a little bit high,
but maybe that is because they ARE specialty items! (Anyway, the catalog is free!)
Their toll free number is: 1-800-828-6216 and Lheir address Is:

LIGHT IMPRESSIONS

4349 Monroe Ave.

P.O Box 940

Rochester, NY 14603-0940

Prairie Pioneers Gen. Sdc. October, 1995

The National Archives-Central Plains Region in Kansas City has more than 35,000 cubic feet of historical
records.Among them are photographs, maps, and architeclural drawings, dating [rom about 1821 to the 1980s.
These records were crealed or received by the Federal courts and over 70 Federal agencies in lowa, Kansas,
Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota, and South Dakota. Both original records and microlilm

publications are open for research
Among subjects of local interest are: [rontier and territorial history; American Indians native to the
Northern Great Plains;. the development of natural resources; court cases involving fugitive slave Dred Scoll,
“Birdman of Alcatraz” Robert Stroud, aulomobile entrepreneur Henry Ford, and-civil rights pioneer Oliver
Brown, who challenged school segregation in Brown v. Board of Education of Topeko.
A descriptive Guide to Records in the National Archives-Central Plains Region is available on request

and research can be initiated in person, by phone, or by mail.
(Above hr(r’)rmaffmr is excerpted from a brochure. The address of the National Archives-Central Plains Regiv.

is 2312 East Banmster Rd.—Kansas City, Missouri, 64131, Ph, 1-(816) 926-6272.
Prairie Pioneers Gen. Soc, October, 1995
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MADISON COUNTY GENEALOGY SOCIETY
P. 0. Box 1031
Norfolk, Nebraska 68702-1031
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Bernice Dewey
306 E. Prospect Ave
Norfolk, NE 68701




