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FROM THE PRESIDENT'S DESK
.

Our April meeting was presented by Martha Hoile, "Beyond Tradition", a Potpouri of
scrapbook photo album ideas. She stressed the importance of quality materials for
ohoto preservation.

The May meeting was a "Browse and Help Night" with numerous research aids and mini
workshops.

June found us with the program "I've Been Stumped By Bring a Brick Wall" problem.
July will be our annual meeting with election of officers. August meeting is
undecided as of now. September the officers for 1999-2000 will take over.

This has been a very rewarding year for me as your president. Your cooperation and
and hard work has made it possible for us as a group to accomplish many projects.
We have gained new members, answered numerous queries, printed a Surname Search
Newsletter, with the leadership of Jeanne Rix. Many thanks to Charlene Kolterman
for organizing the cemetery project. Also to the members for their help on this
project. I would like to thank Jeanette Koehn and the other members who continue to
record obituaries from the Norfolk Daily News. The Everton Workshop in October will
be our last project for the 1998-1999 year.

I wish the officers for 1999-2000 the very best and the continued support I have
received.

Sincerely, -.

Z^^y^y-
idrey Polenske,President

* * * * * *

w

FLOOR: The place for storing your priceless genealogy records.



WELCOME NEW MEMEBERS ! !

M. J. VonGoebel
176 Commercial St. #3
Provincetown, MA 02657

Susan A. Hansen
1019 Elk St.
Schuyler, NE 68661-2038
402-352-5542

Tommie Ann Tracy
1227 Phillip Ave.
Norfolk, NE 68701-4922
402-379-1453

Karen Rogat 402-371-0956
905 E. Benjamin
Norfolk, NE 68701

Cindy Zurn
1203 Mississippi Ave.
Alliance, NE 69301

Donald VanHoudenos
15260 S. E. Bevington Ave.
Milwaukie, OR. 97267-3354

Dr. Charlton Ryan
1227 Phillip Ave
Norfolk, NE 68701-4922
402-379-1453

Audrey Louise (A. L.) Marple Potter
1383 North Vallejo Way
Upland, CA 91786
909-985-1571

CONGRATULATIONS!!!!

Harold Lyon and Audrey Polenske for being awarded certificates of appreciation from
the Nebraska State Genealogical Society for their contributiuons to the local society
and to the preservation of Nebraska Historical and Genealogical resources.

* * * * * * * * * *

The Family Tree February/March 1999

Unclaimed doesn't necessarily mean dead
Old newspapers are filled

with a wealth of genealogical
information, but some of these
items may be misleading One
often comes across a list of
people who had letters waiting
at the post office, under the
head ing of "Unc la imed
Letters." An assumption could
be that many of these people
had died or moved away from
the area This is not always
true. Here are some things to
know thai wi l l help you not
assume what may not be true

Postage on letters, u n t i l
1845. was, for a distance not
exceeding 20 miles, 6.5£:over
30 miles and not exceeding
150 miles, 11.5£; pver.1,5,0
miles and not exceechne 500
miles, 20£; and 25? for all
distances over 500 miles.

In 1845, a partial reduction
was made by Congress and in
July 1851, letter postage was
reduced to 30 per half ounce
for all distances. A three-cent
stamp and a three-cent coin for
convenience in paying postage
w'as at that t ime ordered by
Congress.

During this tune, postage
for these letters was paid by the
receiver. Times were hard and
money was precious, so
perhaps there wasn't enough
money to pay the postage.
Considering that these hard-
working people sometimes
lived miles from ,town and.
didn't go to town, every day or
even every week...or even
every month. So, the letters
remained at the post office
until the next time a trip to
town was planned.

* * * * ' * * * * *
* * *

DEAR GOD,

Grant me the Serenity

to accept the ancestors I cannot find, and yet

the courage to find the ones I can. and also

The wisdon to document my efforts thoroughly.

_>

^
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19.10 CENSUS INFORMATION
The I'.HO census \v i l l be released in 2002. though

the exact d;iic has not been set yet. This is pursuant to
the 72 yc;ir res t r ic t ion on public access to protect
people's privacy. Only part of th is census wi l l be
iiidcxcd-lcii southern stales. Nine of the ten arc
Alabama. Florida. Georgia. Louisiana. Mississippi,
North and South Carolina. Tennessee, and Virginia,
there arc also seven unnamed counties in both
Kentucky and West Virginia.

These indexes \vcrc a WPA project to employ
people. When they started on the 19.10 census, they
siancd in (he south But before they could finish. World
War 11 broke out and the labor force was needed
elsewhere.

Apparent ly the Nat ional Archives & Records
Administrat ion (NARA) has NOT approached any
"commercial" indcxers about indexing the 19.10
census. Looking further ahead, the 1940 and 1950
censuses have no index at all . Questions about census
records can be sent to inquirctt.nara.gov for answers
from the genealogy staff.
(From LaSallc Co. Gen. Guild. Jul-Aug 1998 and
MCGS Apr 1999)

DONTS WHEN USING THE CENSUS
(The following \\as compiled by Jan DcWitt and was
first published in "Westward In to Nebraska", a
publication of the Greater Omaha Gen. Soc.)

Ccnsus^rccords are easy to use: what can go wrong?
P l c n l v ! for both the beginner and the experienced
researcher. Here arc some negative ideas:
1. Don't slop with the Soundcx finding: go back to the
original census record.
2 Don't believe the census indexes to be either correct
or complete.
.1. Don'l assume the spelling of ihc name is as you
know it now.
4. Don'l assume the relationship to the head of the
household is as it is slated. Has am one found a listing
of a "nicce-in-law" for instance?
5. Don't assume Ihc wife is (he mother of any or all
Ihc children listed.
(>. Don'l assume ihc ages given provide a birth year.
7. Don't forget to copy the information at the lop of
ihc page as ucll as all the data to ihc righl of the
occupation column.
•S. Don'l forgci lo copy all the entries for your surname
in the county. And better look over Ihc neighbors, loo.
Four Smiths in a row with Jones in the middle could
easily indicate a married daughter and her family.
9. Don'l t h ink the records before 1850 can't help.

They may only have the one name listed but at least
you'll know how many to look for, for a whole family.
10. Don't think census data gives all the answers.
11. Don't forget the 1880-plus records when you're
stuck in the early 18()0's. 1880 and later censuses give
the birth state of the father and mother.
12. Don'l forgei the 1890 veterans census if your
ancestor was in the military. Widows are also listed.
13. Don't forget about state census records.

The fact that there are 13 "DONTS" is no coincidence
jm

Any one of them could mean bad luck in research.

THE CENSUS IN 2000
The U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia

issued a ruling on Aug. 24, 1998 that the U.S.
Government may NOT adjust the 2000 census figures
by statistical sampling as planned. This decision
resulted from the case of "U.S. House of
Representatives vs. Dept. of Commerce." The ihree-
judgc panel said the Administration's plan violates the
federal census law. It did not rule whether it violates
the U.S.Constitution. All censuses 1790 to 1990 have
been actual "headcounis". If an actual "headcouni" is
not made, the names of approximately 10% of the
population will be omitted. I t 's being appealed, of
course. (From Los Angeles WGS Newsletter May 1999)

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION

Do you wanl to protect the family history you've
written? You can by writing "copyright" followed by
the year in which you began writing and your name.
This is called "Common Law Copyright" and will
protect your work until printed. When printed the
copyright notation need only appear on the title page.

To request Copyright Office publications, including
applicalion forms and circulars, write lo Library of
Congress. Copyrighl Office. Publication Section, M-
455. 101 Independence Ave.. SE. Washington DC
20559-6000, or lo speak with an information specialist
by telephone, call (202) 707-3000. On Internet:
wwv.loc.gov/copyrighl/cirs/circl.htmi
(From Mower Co Gen News. Feb. 1999. and LA WGS
May 1999) '

OLD PASSPORTS
Applications arc located in Naiional Archives: Write

to: Diplomatic Records, Records Branch. National
Archives. Room 5-6. Washington, D C 20520

Prairie Pioneers G. S. — June 1999

^
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, It was the first day of the census, and all through the land
The pollster was ready... A black book in his hand.

He mounted his horse for a long dusty ride
His book and some quills were tucked close by his side.

A long winding ride down a road barely there
Toward the smell of fresh bread wafting through the air.

The woman was tired, with lines on her face,
And wisps of brown hair she rucked back in place.

She gave him some water as they sat at the table,
And she answered his questions as best she was able.

He asked of her children... yes, she had quite a few;
The oldest was tv.-cr.ty, the yoursgsst not two.

She held up a toddler with cheeks round and red.
His sister, she whispered, was napping in bed.

She noted each person who lived there with pride,
As she felt the faint stirrings of the wee one inside.

He noted the sex, the color, the age...
The marks from the quil l soon filled up the page.

At the number of children, she nodded her head,
And he saw her lips quiver for the three that were dead.

The places of birth she "never forgot."
Was it Kansas, or Utah? Or Oregon... Or not?
They came from Lithuania, of that she was clear,

But she wasn't quite sure just how long they'd been here.
They spoke of employment, of schooling and such.

They could read some, and write some, though really not much.
When the questions were answered, his job there was done,

So he mounted his horse and he rode towards the sun.
We can almost imagine his voice loud and clear,

"May God bless you all for another ten years!"
Now picture a time warp, it's now you and me

As we search for the people on our family tree.
We squint at the census and scroll down so slow,

As we search for that entry from long, long ago.
Could we only imagine on that long ago day

"That the entries they made would affect us this way?
' If they knew, would they wonder at the yearning we feel

And the searching that makes them so increasingly real.
We can hear, if we listen, the words they impart

Through their blood in our veins and their voice in our heart.

Woodbury Co. G. S. Spring 1999 — Author Unknown

t A A A A ft A •

Using City Directories to fill in tlie Caps

This source provides a yearly view of your
ancestors. Older city directories listed all of the
residents and businesses in the city, particularly
if the town was relatively small. These
directories started in the early part of this
century. They are found in the city library but
often some years might be missing.

Occupat ions are indicated along with the
address and phone number. The genealogist
wi l l not have access to the 1930 census unti l
2002.

The city directories can profit an annual update in .
sequence of a family. Through the years it can
probably identify a death, if a name is not listed in
a following year.

The directories provide the addresses where
relatives lived.

It is believed that more can be learned about some
families by searching known names of family
members that resided in the same or nearby cities.
In some cases little or nothing might be found from
the directories. So give it a try. But search in more
than one year of the directory and it could release
much information to Follow through for your
research.

Prairie Pioneers G. S. June 1999
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Veterans cemetery
Nor Col k Dn i ly News-

-June 1, iggg m
Those who want to be buried closer to home will

^

benefit
LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — Roger

Olsen of Alliance was getting tired
of seeing fellow veterans buried
150 miles away in South Dakota.

So at a meeting of the local Dis-
abled American Veterans group to
which he belonged, Olsen pro-
posed that a cemetery be estab-
lished in Alliance. The group got
behind the effort, as did other area
veterans clubs, local civic organi-
zations and politicians.

Three years later, Olsen's mis-
sion is about to be accomplished.

A new state cemetery system
will be created under a bill signed
into law last week. The system will
include a yet-to-be developed
cemetery on a 20-acre site in
Alliance sand an expanded ceme-
tery in Grand Island.

Olsen couldn't be happier.
"It's going to send a good posi-

tive message to (veterans) that
somebody out there cares," he
said.

The Alliance cemetery will be
developed on donated land nt the
old U.S. Army base. The Nebraska
Veterans' Memorial Cemetery in
Grand Island, which accepts only
residents at veterans' homes in
Grand Island, Norfolk, Omaha and
Scottsbluff, will be expanded to
accept any veteran from across the
state.

The Fort McPherson National
Cemetery, located about 12 miles
southeast of North Platte near
Maxwell, is not included in the
newly created state system

because it accepts veterans from
across the country.

The state cemeteries will bene-
fit those veterans who want to be
buried closer to home so relatives
don't have to travel so far on occa-
sions like Memorial Day, said
Keith Fickenscher, director of the
state Department of Veterans
Affairs.

The distance factor was what
motivated Korean War veteran
Olsen, 63, to act.

"A lot of the veterans, they don't
have a lot and when they bury
them up in South Dakota the fam-
ily gets to go up there for the
funeral and that's it," he said.

Similar efforts to expand ceme-
tery space for veterans have been
undertaken at th*» national level as
well.

Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps

Many people who are researching their
American ancestors have found the Sanborn
Fire Insurance Maps very he lpfu l , but they do
not provide information for everyone. The
maps were designed to give detailed information
about commercial districts in cities. Usually
residential areas were included only of they
were one to three blocks from the business
districts. Therefore, getting help from these
maps depends upon the following:
• Did your ancestor have a store or a

company of some kind?
• Did he live in a city's downtown area?

If so , the maps^an reveal a lot about him.
They can pinpoint his place of business or
residence almost like a modern aerial map.
They will show the exact shape and relative size
of the building. They will describe its type of

MCGS - Vol 20 - 80

construction: brick, stone, concrete or wood.
Sheds, garages, wells, and number of rooms will
be shown. The map will revel the neighbors and
other businesses.

The maps were frequently updated. Therefore,
if your ancestor's home happens to be on the
maps, you can learn when the house was built
and how it changed through the years, revealing
when rooms were added and porches built on.

The maps were issued during the years 1882
to 1970. They were usually reissued at least once
every five years.

Check out your vicinity, historical society,
library, a local or university library to see if the
maps are readily available.

Much information can be obtained from such
detailed maps.
(From Walworth Co Gen Soc.)

Prairie Pioneers Gen.Soc.-June 1999
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PAPER PRESERVATION

Serendipity again! One afternoon
(he writer planned to do some library
hours and in the search stumbled on a
special book, PRESERVING YOUR
PAPER COLLECTIBLES by Demaris C.
Smith, Betterway Publications, Inc.,
White Hall, Virginia. 176 pp. 1989.
(paperbound) An index and
bibliography are included.

The jacket blurb tells it best:
"What is a "paper collectible" and why .
(and how) might you want to preserve
it? Paper collectibles include
even/thing from. . .valuable historical
documents to . . .theater tickets and
children's school papers. The. . .
popular collectibles are. . .stamps and
first day covers; books and manu-
scripts; newspapers, comic books, and
magazines; sheet music; posters,
maps, and photographs; theater
playbills and programs;. . .and,. . .
sports cards—most notably baseball. . .

'This is a comprehensive guide for
anyone who wants to understand the
value of what he or she has accumu-
lated and learn how to protect that

Tri-Stabe Corners Gen. Soc.—May 1999

value from the. . .ef fects of time and the
environment. The author. . .explains all
the criteria that make certain paper
items valuable and identifies those
categories that are. . .likely to
appreciate in value. In a chapter that
tells all about paper, she describes the
methods used today to preser/e. . .for
the future.

'

"The principal focus of the book,. . .
is the steps people can take to protect
paper items in the home: everything
from . . .handling techniques to advice
on creating the most acid-free environ-
ment possible."

The histories included within each
chapter stimulates the need to 'know'
and increases the enjoyment of the
reading. Although primarily a reference
book-it is most readable. The writer
hopes to add the book to a personal
library. Many family researchers may
be familiar with the book but, if not,
check with the local librarian-it's an
excellent thumbnail guide for
preservation of family treasurers.

Hannesina GATES SHAPER

CoiUribrtei) by : R.'l» Bn«i Smith - 235 Map]* St -
Land Records Research

69339

I received (he copies of my great grandfather Dowling's Applicalion for Citizenship and his Citizenship
Certificate by writing to the National Archives and requesting Homestead information on the NW1/4
Section 21, Twp 28, Range 4, Pierce County, NE. I had a copy of the "Receiver's Receipt" for his final
payment on th-; ]unci, which gave me the legal description. If you do not know the legal description but
know the general location, your local County Clerk's office can help you locate it in Nebraska. My

great grandfather Ormsby who homesteaded here in Dawes County, NE dees not include half the

information that was in the Dowling record. The legal description of the Ormsby

Homestead on page 20, Vol 21, 1998 Edition of the Wagoner may be the land filed on by his son,

John J. Ormsby, Jr.The address for land records: National Archives and Records Adm.
7th and Pcnnsylvanto Ave., NW
Washington, D.C. 20-108

Civil War and Revolutionary War Records - Address:
National Archives, Military Records Div.

P O Box 10021 Atlanta, GA 30384-0221
NWGS Wagoner Journal - VOL 22 - 1999 Edition
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At long last, area veterans
get diplomas

Special to the Daily News
LINCOLN — World W;ir II in ter rupted the

educations of former Norlhcnsl Nebraskans
Elmer Jai i t /c i i and Ron Parrish.

A f t e r f i gh t ing in llie war, llic men returned
lo Nebraska but never got the i r high school
diplomas — u n t i l now.

At a ceremony at the state Capitol Wednes-
day, they were given their diplomas as part of a
new state in i t i a t i ve called Operation Recogni-
tion.

"1 was hoping I could f in ish high school, but
I couldn't," the 78-year-old Janlzen said. "I am
very glad to receive this."

The diplomas came from the schools they
at tended in Macy and Madison. Both men now
live in Omaha.

Gov. Mike Johanns announced the program,
which is intended to give high school diplomas
to World War II veterans who left school in the
1930s and 1940s without graduating, served in
the armed forces and, for whatever reason, did
not complete school.

The veterans may not have met high school
requirements needed to graduate, said Keith
Fickcnscher, director of the Nebraska Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs . But that does not
mean they are not qua l i f i ed , he said.

"They earned l i fe experience credits that
•rtnrlrnir. in ( I n - classroom could never dupli-
cate," Fichensrher said. "They learned geogra-
phy by traveling to foreign lands they would
otherwise have known only in textbooks. Biolo-
gy was a lesson learned when they gave med-
ical a t tent ion to their wounded buddies.

There are no estimates as to how many vet-
erans may qualify for the diplomas. It is limit-
ed to World War II veterans, state Commission-
er of Education Doug Christcnsen said,
because veterans of more recent wars still have
lime to go back to school.

"On the basis of what they have contributed
to our country,'they deserve this long overdue
recognition," Christenseii said.

Operation Recognition is a jo in t effort of the
Department of Veterans Af fa i r s and the

' Department of Education. The idea for the pro-
gram came af ter Fickenschcr said he read
about a similar one in Massachusetts.

All Nebraska schools are being asked to
encourage students to identify relatives, neigh-
bors or people in the community who served in
the war but were unable to complete high
school.

The goal is for schools to hold an assembly on
Veterans Day in November to present diplomas
to veterans.

Janlzen completed eight years of grade
school in Madison, leaving school during the
Depression to work on a relative's farm to sup-
port his mother, who was ill.

He entered the U.S. Army Air Corps in 1942
and served until 1945.

During that time, he was a waist gunner on a
B-17 before transferring to the 379th Aero
Material Squadron, stationed in Bassingbourn,
England. He married his wife, Dorothy, there
53 years ago.

He is a past commander of WW Post 2503 in
Omaha. He also is a member of American
Legion Post 112, the 40 and 8, and Disabled
American Veterans. Af ter his service, he drove
a truck for United AG for 23 years.

Parrish completed the 10th grade at Macy
but had to quit to work on the family farm. He
entered the U.S. Army in 1942 at the age of 21,
serving until his honorable discharge in 1945.

He saw action in the Battle of the Bulge in
Europe.Twice, Parrish was driving trucks when
they were destroyed by land mines, resulting in
permanent injuries to his back.
...Parrish received eight battle stars for his

participation in eight military campaigns in
Sicily, Naples, Africa, Rome, the Rhineland and
southern France.

Following the service, he was public proper-
ty superintendent for the city of Omaha.

As a 16-year service officer for VFW Post
2504 in Omaha he completed hundreds of
applications for veterans' aid.

!: I \iilv News, Mav 14, 1999

* * * * * * * * * * *

Madison County Genealogical Society members who have received Nebraska State
Genealogical Society Certificates of Appreciation.

^

1978 Myrtle Eddy 1986
1979 Joyce L. Borgelt 1987
1980 Harlow Butcher 1987
1981 Margerie Fuhrman 1988
1982 Eunice Coover 1988
1984 Mary Ellen Haas 1989
1985 Joan Moody 1990
1986 Joyce Barlow 1992

Elvira Geske
Leatta Stortvedt
Marie Rave
Lottie Klein
Dee Sewell
Mary Carlisle
Franklin Geske
Ardith Txxjan

1993 Don & Dorothy Monson
1994 Bob Plisek
1994 Jeanne Allison-Rix
1995 Rev. Walter M. Pinnt
1997 JoNelle Linnaus
1999 Harold Lyon
1999 Audrey Polenske

CONGRATULATIONS!!!! to these loyal members of our organization.
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STANDARDS FOR SOUND GENEALOGICAL
RESEARCH

(Recommended by the National Genealogy Society)
Remembering always that they arc engaged in a quest for
truth, family history researchers consistently

Record the source for each item of information you
collect.
Test every hypothesis or theory against credible
evidence, and reject those that are not supported by
the evidence.
Seek original records or reproduced images of them
when there is reasonable assurance they have not been
altered, as a basis for their research conclusions.
Use compilations, communications and published
works, whe the r paper or electronic, primarily for
their value as guides to locating the original records.
State something as a fact only when it is supported by
convincing evidence, and identify the evidence when
communicating the fact to others.
Limit words like"probable" or "possible" any
statement that is based on less than convincing
evidence, and state the reasons for concluding that it is
probable or possible.
Avoid misleading other researchers by either
in ten t iona l ly or carelessly distr ibuting or publishing
inaccurate information.
Slate carefully and honestly the results of their own
research, and^ acknowledge all use of other
researchers' work.
Recognize the collegial nature of genealogical research
by making their work available to others through
publ icat ion, or by placing copies in appropriate
libraries or repositories, and by welcoming critical
comment.
Consider w i t h open minds new evidence or the
comments of others on their work and the conclusions
they have reached.

(Copyright 1997 by National Genealogical Society.
Permission is granted to copy or publish this material
provided it is reproduced in its entirety.)

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

The Na t iona l Archives offers a free pamphlet t i t led
Research in tlie Land Entry Files of the (ieneral Land
Office, a guide to record Group 49. This 20 page guide
explains how our ancestors obtained land from the U.S.
Gov. Visit the websi te of Nat. Archives and request leaflet
number 67.

This handy-dandy chart has appeared in about a dozen
genealogical publications recently, lastly in the Larmer
County Genealogical Society (PO Box 9502. Fort Collins.
CO 80525-9502) oublication.

via Prairie Pioneers Gen. Soc.
June 1999

MCGS - Vol 20 - 80

WHAT IS ' REMOVED"?
The term 'removed' is often cause for confusion in

determining relationships. Simply put, it means that the two
people are from different generations. You and your first
cousin are in the same gcncration(tow generations younger
than your grandparents), so the word "removed" is not used
to describe your relationship.

The words "once removed" mean that there is a difference
of one generation. For example, your mother's first cousin is
your first cousin, once removed. This is because your
mother's first cousin is one generation younger than your
grandparents and you arc two generations younger than your
grandparents. This one-generation difference equals "once
removed".

"Twice removed" means that there is a two-generation
difference. You arc two generations younger than a first
cousin of your grandmother, so you and your grandmother's
first cousin are first cousins, twice removed.
(Family Tree Maker Newsletter, Aug '97)

COUSIN CHART

Brothers / Sisters

1st cousir ^

2nd cousins

3rd cousins

4th cousins

Children of first cousins are second cousins.
Children of second cousins are third cousins.
Children of third cousins are fourth cousins, etc.

The term "removed" is not used as long as the
cousins referred to are in the same generation.

If cousins are a generation apart then the term

-44- July. 1999-4th Quarter
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Dashes and Slaahes-

\Vhat do dashes and slashes really men in dates?
There is a real difference. A dash, as in 1774-5 or

even longer, 1774-8 means a period of time which
an event (such as date of birth,) may have occurred.

A slash -as "born 18 January 1734/5, refers to a
period when some people followed the "Old Julian
Calendar", in which the year started on March
25th, and others used the new "Gregorian
Calendar", in which the year started with January
1st. This happened between 1582-1752. This
"double -dating" involved January 1 to March 24,
the rest of the year was the same on both calendars.

(Tri-State Genealogical Society)
*********************************

A Good Genealogical Tip—It is well to be alert
for occupations being capitalized as identification
following a name without a comma. Very few
people in the colonial period had three names.
John William Carpenter in!785 was probably John
Williams, carpenter. John Henry Taylor may have
been John Henry, tailor. Some wills and deeds
have been found to have been indexed by
occupation, not the surname.
( Via North Central Illinois Gen. Soc.)
****************j»************************

Prairie Pioneer Gen.Soc.-June 199?

YANKEE IMAGES SOUTH
Do you have a photo of a Civil

War veteran from the North? If you
have, the Military History Institute would
like a copy of it. If you do not have one,
the Institute might be able to supply you
with such. Contact: U. S. Military
History Insti tute. Attention: Curator,
Carlisle Barracks. Pennsylvania 17013

NATIONAL CEMETERY SYSTEM
The web site of the Department of

Veterans Affairs can be located at:
http://www.va.gov/cemetery/index/htm.

On this site you can find a list of the
national cemeteries nationwide, arranged
alphabetically by state then name of the
cemetery. The list includes addresses
and phone numbers.

Source: Soirth Suhurhnn Gen. & Hist. Soc.. News via The
Illiana Gen. & I list Soc. (II . ) Vol. 3-1. No. 2. Summer 1998;
\Vest\v.ml Into Nebraska. Greater Omaha Genealogical Society
(NT.) Vol. 23. No 5 Jan. 109')

WHATISSOUNDEX?

The Soundex is a system begun
during Franklin Roosevelt's presidency.
His administration wanted to put many
people to work in government programs.
One of these programs was the WPA
[Work Program Administration], which
employed people to do many things for
the government, including organizing the
Soundex.

These workers each took the
census records, one county at a time and
wrote out a filing card for each
household, naming all people listed in the
census. Included on the card are: name,
age location, birthday and relationship to
the head of the household for every
person in every household. Not all
information on the original census is
given, but enough to identify the
members of each household. Every
surname was given a code. These codes
give numerical value to each letter of the
alphabet.

The workers began with the 1900
census and listed each household in the
entire United States on a separate file
card. This system enables us to look at
one surname in a whole state and find the
exact locality of all persons in the state
with that surname. Then we can go to
the census records for that county, find
the page listed in the Soundex and view
all of the information collected by the
census taker. No longer it is necessary
to spend hours and hours looking at
every entry, county by county to find the
right entry.

Census records from 1880, 1900
and 1910 have been soundexed as of
1995. Other records will be processed in
the future.

Soundex coding guide and more
information will appear in next issue.
SOl'RCE: Cicntfalogjv.il Socieu of \Va\ue. County. Nebraska
Volume 4. Number 1-). January 1999.

NEW BRASS KEY Winter, 1999
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Reconsidering Birth Announcements

In this northeast corner of Nebraska, our local newspaper publishes
birth announcements from the regional hospital, from other area hospitals, and
from people who have family in the area but who themselves no longer live
here. These birth announcements can detail family relationships and are
limited to one snapshot per birth. The mother usually gives information for
the announcement which will appear in the newspaper and on the birth
certificate.

But for our genealogical purposes, the information in these documents
should be considered reliable only to the extent that it is what the documents
show. For example, if a couple is in the process of divorcing and the woman
has a baby, certain legal paperwork must be signed before either the birth
certificate or the birth announcement can be released. Depending on the
mother's relationship at the time of admission to the hospital, a woman could
register as Miss Peters, her maiden name; Mrs. Frank, her first married name;
Mrs. Jones, her legal name until her divorce is finalized; or even as Mrs.
Smith, foreseeing a marriage to the actual father of her child. The hospital
would need to gather a number of notarized signatures. The hospital would
seek out Mr. Jones to verify he is not the father of Mrs. Jones' baby, so the
baby's name would not be Jones. Then the hospital would try to get a
signature from Mr. Smith, legally establishing paternity. If the hospital can
not help establish paternity, the birth certificate and birth announcement
would only list the mother's name. How a hospital establishes and records
these facts would depend on policies and procedures of the particular
hospital, the norms for the area, and state law. Some areas or states will
let woman "name" the father of the child; in some states, the father becomes
the man the woman is living with at the time of the child's birth; and in
other states, paternity must be legally established. The policies are becoming
more uniform because of federal and state child support laws, automatic
payroll deductions, and income tax deductions. Because of all these factors,
any announcement in the paper should be reconsidered when doing genealogical
research.

Some birth announcements may pose genealogical problems for
AngloAmerican researchers when the birth parents are from other cultural
groups. For instance, some groups use different naming patterns for children.
Our,regional hospital uses translators to help those who are non-English
speaking. As a result, how a birth certificate or a newspaper announcement is
filled out depends on the translator. In some families the child could be
known by a double last name, like Gomez-Hernandez, but in the AngloAmerican
tradition, the child would be known by the surname Hernandez. Now this could
even change if the family moves into an area with a larger ethnic culture with
which they are familiar. Then the family might begin using names for the baby
which until then had not been recorded. For the researcher, knowledge of
these factors can even aid in tracking families who move from one location to
another.

The cautious researcher will take into consideration the variables which
determine what information appears in birth announcements and on birth
certificates .

** *¥

FREE GENEALOGY PACKET
The National Archives and Records Admin

istration offers a free genealogy packet by writing
their Publications Distribution, Room 09, Dept. P,
Seventh Street and Pennsylvania Avenue NW,
Washington, DC 20408; phone 1-800-234-8861
-from The Clan Digger, Jul 1998; via The Illumi-
nator, Nov. 1998

John Kielty

NEW LDS LIBRARY HOURS -
The Norfolk LDS library is open on
Wed - 9:00 - 12:00 and 1:30 - 4:30
Thur- 1:30-4-30

Please call 371-7441 before you come.
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\\"'Discovering Your Heritage"
a genealogical workshop presented by

"Everton's Genealogical Helper
and sponsored by

Madison County Genealogical Society

Evertons has presented nearly 1000 workshops to enthusiastic family historians.

At the "Everton's Discovering Your Heritage" genealogical workshop, there will be numerous
research aids for your use. Some of the aids available are:

Computerized "Roots" Cellar
Pedigree Library
Discounted supplies

Computerized Family File
GEDSRCH
Books for Research

Join us at the
"Discovering Your Heritage"

genealogical workshop and
Support your Genealogical Society!

RECEIVE A FREE ONE YEAR SUBSCRIPTION to

"Everton fs Genealogical Helper "
with your paid registration!

Date of workshop: Saturday October 16, 1999 8am-4pm
Registration fee: $35.00 No registration at the door.

includes noon meal and Mary O'Boyle Irish singer
Location of workshop: Grace Lutheran Church, 416 Park Ave.

Norfolk, Nebraska
Registration deadline: October 1, 1999

Register me for the Everton's workshop. Enclosed is $35.00.

Name
Address
City State Zip Code
Telephone

I also wish to join the Madison County Genealogical Society.
Membership is $10 per person or $15 per family per year September to September.

PLEASE— ONLY ONE NAME PER FORM
Mail to: Madison County Genealogical Society

P.O.Box 1031
Norfolk, NE 68702-1031
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THE DASH
(Author Unknown)

I read of a man who stood to speak
at the funeral of a friend

He referred to the dates on her tombstone
From the beginning to the end.

He noted that first came the date of birth
and he spoke of the last date with tears

but he said what mattered most of all
Was the dash between those vears

(You could be at ("dash mid-range")

If we could just slow down enough to consider
what's true and real,

and always try to understand they
way other people feel.

And be less quick to anger and show
appreciation more

and love the people in our lives like we've never
loved before.

For that dash represents all the time
that she spent alive on earth.

And now only those who loved her know
what that line is worth.

For it matters not how much we own,
the cars., the house... the cash.

What matters is how we live and love
and how we spend our dash.

So think about this long and hard.
are there things you'd like to change

For you never know how much time is left.

*
* MADISON COUNTY GENEALOGY SOCIETY
* P. O. Box 1031
* Norfolk, Nebraska 68702-1031

If we treat each other with respect
and more often wear a smile...

Remembering that this special dash might
only last awhile.

So, when your eulogy has been read
with your life's actions to rehash

Would you be proud of the things they say
about how you spent your dash?

-borrowed from South Suburban Gen. Society News
July 1998. via "Twigs and Branches," North Central
IL, Gen. Soc.. Dec. 1998. via LLCGS Newsletter Vol -
No .5-Page4 May 1999

^

*
*
*
*
*

"That's your tummy, Jeffy.
Your heart is up higher."


